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U S'TO M has made it fuch a genet al Rule, to ufjer in every Book zvith a Preface, 
or Introduction, feparatc from the Body of the PVork, that it is looked upon, by the 
Generality of Readers, as in fome Meafure impcrfccl, and naked, if it is fent into the 
World zv it bout having one of ' thefe, if not both, prefixed to jt ; and yet , we muji oxen, 
we ca?mot help thinking, that an Undertaking which is truly valuable i?i itfelf, and 
tolerably executed) car / ies its own Recommendatio?i and Credentials along with it, 
and does ?iot fiund in Keed of any of thofe extraneous and borrowed Suppot ts and 
^Jfjlants. 

It is abfohetcly neccjjary, therefore^ to comply with this Cujlom ; and we Jhall ac- 
quiefce therewith, left our Readers jhottld, at the firjl DaJhi be prejudiced agai?ift the following Sheets, 
for the If 'ant of thofe ornamental Helps, and Outworks 5 arid think them forced upon th<* Publick, without 
our being able to fay any Thing for them, in the jame Manner as thofe Friendlefs Children, that are dropped, 
and put upon the Parijh % becaufe their Parents are either unable to maintain, or afhamed to own them. 

That they may not then entertain Jo mean an Opinion of this our prefent Undertaki?ig^ we ivill venture to 
affure them that it is entirely the Revet fe > f/nce there is not a Reader in the Three Kingdoms, let his 
Cir cum fiances be what they wilt, but who may Jin d fomeihing therein, to inform his Underjlanding, improve 
his Mind, and both agreeably and ufefully pafs away an Hour. It is not o?ily one Jingle Hi/lory, but a 
compleat Body of Hijiory, of all the mofi antient, poivcrjul, and celebrated Nations in Antiquity ; fil- 
led with the mojl remarkable Events, and TranJ ail ions, and the mofi furprizing Revolutions, that ever 
drew the Attention of an aflonijked World. 

IV hat makes our IV or k yet the more valuable is 9 the great Relation it has to, and the Connexion it has 
zv'tth, the Hiflory of the Jews, God'j chojen People; and that many of the moft remarkable Events therein, 
we Jball find foretold by the Prophets, with the utmojl ExacJneJ's, fever al Ages before they came to pafs > 
which fihews how fovereign an Arbiter and Dijpofer of Kingdoms and Empires the ALMIGHTV is, and 
would, if maturely weighed, and reJccJcd on, he a fovereign Antidote againfl the wild and dejlruttivc 
Ambition ofthoje Pejis of Mankind, called Conquerors, and an effectual Remedy to mortify the Pride rf 
the mojl haughty and infolent. 

In Eftcft, where is the Monarch who can ever hope to equal Alexander the Great, in the Extent and 
Rapidity of his Conqutfls, and the f 'al/e and vain Glory arifing from thence. And what was the Confc- 
icnee theteq/? After being defervedly looked upon as the Scourge and Pejl of Mankind y for his hor r ide- 
a-vagi ng and Dtvajlation of half the Globe., meerly to fatisfy his own f 'rantick Ambition, and Ltfft 
of Power ; he was jhatched away in the Miclft of his Career, and in the Flower of his Age, if ' not by 
Poifon, as is averred by many-> by a drunken Surfeit and Debauch, which was worfe, and was not able 
to /ecu t e the leaft Part of his vajt Dominions for his own Family , nay y which was yet more terrible* and 
which ought to be an injlrntlive LcJJbn and Warning to a certain Princefs, who would be a fecond 
Alexander, if jhe had it in her Power, as if it was highly criminal in the Sight of the Almighty, 
to be i elated to Juch a Monjlcr in any Degree, not one of his Kindred died a natural Death, but all came 
(0 fome violent End ; infomuch that he was the lajt of his Family. 

Fitjl, his natural Brother, Aridscus, or Philip, tuas murdered by Alexander'* Mother Olympins ; 
who was her fi If murdered, in her Turn, by the Orders 0/ Calfonder. Then the fame Caffandcr caufed the 
young Alexander, the So?i of the Great Conqueror > by Roxana, to be barbarottjly put to Death, with his 
Mother Roxana ; and Polyfperchon, to follozv this villainous Example, caufes Hercules, another Son of 
Alexander the Great, to be murdered, with his Mother Barfina; as if the having admitted of that AJo- 
nat vlfs Embtaces had been a Crime fo heinous, us was not to be expiated with lefs than Death. Antigo- 
in the Jame Manner, caufes the innocent Cleopatra , Alexanders Siller, to be butchered ) andThcf- 
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falonica, the only Siller, and indeed the only Relation of the Conqueror, that remained, was inhumanly 
flab bed by her own Son And pater, though Jhe eamcflly imploted, and conjured him by the Dreafls which hi 



had fucked, to j'pat e her Life. 

ft' ho now would covet to pur chafe the Name %f a great Conqueror at fo great a Price, as the Ruin 
and Extermination of his own Family, and that by the Hands of thofe who had all been his own Subjetls 
and Servants'- For, all, but Aridarus who fell by Orders oj Olympian, were mut dered by thofe who had 
keen Office) s ^/Alexander j if we except Thcllalonica, who died yet more cruelty* by the Hands rf her own 

Sony 
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/ \ The PREFACE. 

wfe father had Mktwife been an Officer of Alexander the Great. Now all this wds revealed by 
to the Prophet Daniel, fo long before* as in the Time of Belfliazzar, the /aft AfTyrian Monarch, 
.dfon to the Great Nebuchadnezzar, the moft powerful and haughty King of the Aflyrians. 
Ind now rue have mentioned this laji Monarch, who was alfo a great Conqueror* and one of the mo(i 
j blent, haughty and impious Princes that ever livedo let us fee what Fate befell him and his Succejfors, 
. and leave our Readers to judge, whether they would be content to be Pojfejfors of all his Grandeur and 
Tower, at the fame dear Kate- lifter having reigned about thirty-fix Tears, and enjoyed all Manner of 
• Greatnefs and Profperity j being puffed up too much with his prodigious Riches and Power, and afcribing 
all the Merit thereof to himfelf-, according to the jufi Decree of GOD, which had been revealed to him a 
Tear before, in Order to give him Time to reform $ his Under/landing was take?i from him on a fudden, 
and he was reduced to the Level ofBcajls, and even ufed as fuch, being driven from the Society of Men, and 
expofed to all the Hard/hips they under go y even to eating Grafs j and being condemned tofuffir all the In- 
clemencies of the Weather : And all this was he forced to endure for the Term of f even Tears. Now was 
all his Grandeur and Piwer f efficient to counterbalance fo tedious and mortifying a Penance ? And did 
not he fuffer more Torment in tbofe dreadful /even Tears, than would more than counterpoife the Happinefs 
of all bis Life before. But, this was not all 5 our Readers will find that his Son andSucceffor, Evil-Me- 
rodach, was put to Death by bis own Relations, after a Jhort Reig?i: His Son-in-Law, Nerigliflar, who 
fucceededy was Jlain in Battle^ in his fourth Tear. Laborofoarchod, the Son of the latter, and a very 
wicked Prince, was put to Death by his own Subjetls, after a Reign of but nine Months : And Bel- 
fliazzar, the Grandfon 0/Nabuchadnezzar, was Jlain by the Army of* Cyrus, as we read in Scripture, 
and the Kingdom tranjlated from the Aflyrians, to the Medes, and Perfians. 

Having mentioned Cyrus, indif put ably the great efi of Conquerors, next to Alexander the Great, and 
the mofi virtuous of all Princes, ( at leqfi of all Heathen Princes ) who was honoured fo far by Gov, 
as to be mentioned by Name by his Prophets, near four Hundred Tears before he was born , fVhat 
were the Fruits of all his Cohquejls, even though he was the Infirument of the ALMIGHTY, to execute 
his Vengeance upon the Aflyrians? IVhy, after having fulfilled his Comrhiffion, he left " bis vajl Empire 
to his Son Cambyfes, who was no better than a frantick Madman, and Tyrant 5 ( through the Fault" 
of his Father, in not giving him a good Education ) and who, after a Jhort Reign of feven Tears, and 
five Months, wherein he caufed his only Brother Smerdis, who was a far more deferving Prince, to 
be murdered, whereby he made ffay for an Impqfior, of the fame Name j and after having killed one of 
his Sifiers, who was alfo his ffffc, by a Kick in the Guts, at the fame Time that Jhe was big with Child 
by him, he was killed by his own Sword, which falling accidentally out of the Scabbard, wounded him in 
the Thigh, and left his vajl Dominions to that very Impoftor. 

A Thoufand other excellent moral Reflections will naturally arife from the Perufol of our Hifiory p 
which will afford admirable Lejfons to Readers of all Stations. TVho would be vain of Riches, Honours, 
or Power, after the melancholy Cataftrophc of Darius Codomannus, the Iqfi of the Perfian Monarchs? 
IP he re is the Monarch in Chriftendom, who can ever hope to vye with him in any of thefe ? Add to 
this, that he was an excellent Prince^ endued with many Virtues , more than mofi Sovereigns in Europe 
can bo aft of% and what was the End of all? Before his Death, he faw hi mf elf reduced to beg a Draught 
of Water of a poor Soldier, for which he had it not in his Power to make any Retribution. 

Who would Jcorn Poverty, or complain thereof, when he beholds Ariftides not only content therewith, 
but proud thereof ; and yet endued with all the Virtues and Qualifications that ought to render a Man 
great and powerful ! Being an admirable Patriot, an excellent St ate f man, a great General, and a Man of 
the utmojl Integrity. Who would not be fired, with the Love of his Country, when he fees Leonidas, 
one of the Kings of Sparta, with three Hundred of his Subjetls, and Fellow-Citizens,' devote themf elves 
to certain Deaths for the Safety of theirs ? 

But it would greatly exceed the Bounds we have prefcribed ourfelves in this Preface, Jhould we enu- 
merate the number lefs Advantages that may be drawn from a ferious Perufal of this Work 5 beftdes its 
being infinitely enter taming. To fum up all, in few Words \ we fhall here- fee all Manner of Virtues 
dif played, in a mofi advantagious Lights and all Manner of Vices painted in their true Colours-, all 
&otts of % Encouragements to purfue the one y and as many Diffuafeon\ to deter us from the other; with 
innumerable admirable RefiecJions upon the Whole, from which our Readers may reap great Benefit, 
by forming their Condftfl accordingly, in whatever Station of Life Providence has placed them*, 
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Of the A N T I E N T 



Egyptians, Babylonians, Romans, Affyrians, Medes 

Verfians, Grecians and Carthaginians* 



CHAP. I. 



Qf the Situation of Egypt ; of what is mofi remarkable in its three 

principal Parts, Thebais, Delta, and Heptanomis ; particularly of the City of Thebes, 
Meninon'j Statue, the^ Phoenix , the City of Alexandria, the famous Pharos, or Warch- 
Tower, the Trade of the Egyptians to the Eaft-Indies, the, Alexandrian Library, the 
City of Memphis, Grand Cairo, and Jofeph'j Well, &ca 
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EING about to give the Publick 
J an accurate and tnftruftive Account 
of the Transactions of the lcvcral 
Nations, enumerated in our Title 
Page, many Reafons determined us 
to begin our Work with thole of 
the Egyptians i not only., as they were one of 
the moil anticnt and moil: learned People in the 
Uniyerfcj (as their Country ferved, firit, as a 
kind of Nurfcry to the Children of Ijraet, then 
was as a rigorous Prifon, or rather a burning Fur- 
nace to that chofen Nation ; and .became after- 
wards a Scene of the mod: ditoriifhinc and tre- 



mendous Miracles ever wrought upon Earth,) 'but 
as we often find them brought upon the Stage in 

the Chronicles of the Kings of- Ifracl, and jfu- 
dah\ For- if the Study of Holy Writ be infinite- 
ly more valuable than any other, aa mud be al- 
lowed by all,, that' Hiftory muft certainly next 
defer ve the Preference, which has the moll: Rela- 
tion to, and Affinity wich that of the Jewtjh Na* 




m 

tion; and in this Refpecl:,. none we think can 
exceed, if any can come up to, the Hiftory of 
Egypt. 

This Kingdom contained formerly, within a 
very narrow Compafs, a prodigious Number of 
Towns., and an incredible Number of Inhabi- 
tants; Herodotus and 'Diodorus Siculus, mention 
eighteen Thoufand of the one, and feven Mil- 
lions of the other. It is bounded on the North, 
by the Mediterranean- on the South , by JEthi- 
ofia\ on the IVeft* by Cyrene y and the Deforts 
of Libya j and on the Eaff, by Part of Arabia, 
the Red Sea, and the Ijthmus of Suez. The 
River Nile, which, is the greateft Wonder in it, 
(though it abounds with other Curiotitics), and 
to which it entirely owes its ' extraordinary Ferti- 
lity, in Subordination to the Divine Providence, 
runs through the whole. Extent of the Country, 
from North to South ; which is about, two hun* 
dred Leagues, Its Breadth is pretty uncqiiaK be- 
ing in .fomc Places not much above half a Day's 
•B Journey 
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Journey, from the Banks of the Nile, to the 
Foot of the Ridge of MountainSj with which it is 
incluicd on the Eaft and Weft, and which likewife 
mn the whole Length of the Kingdom. On the 
Ji'vflem Side the Plain grows wider in ibmc Places, 
and extends to twenty- five or thirty Leagues; 
the greateft. Breadth of the Country is from Alex- 
an Iria to Damiata, which does not much ex- 
ceed fifty Leagues, or a hundred and fifty Miles; 
it is called, in Scripture, the Land of Ham, and 
Miz,raim. 

The Country called Egypt, by the Amients, 
may be divided into three principal Parts \ typper, 
L'^cr, and Middle Egypt : The Jirft, which was 
ocherwife called Thebais, was the moll Southern 
Pait, and lay upon the Confines of /Ethiopia. 
The Second, included what the Greeks called 
Delta, and all the Country as far as the Red Sea, 
and along the Mediterranean, to Mount Cajius, 
or Rhinccolnra, a Town ib called, becaufc the 
King of Terjid there cut- off the Nofes of all the 
Inhabitants. The third, was otherwife called Hep- 
tanomis, from the ieven Nomi, or Diltricls which 
it contained ; and was famous for feveral .Rarities, 
each of which defcrves a particular Examination, 
and lhall be taken Notice of in its proper Place. 
Egypt was at firit divided into feveral Dyttaftts, 
or Principalities ; according to Manet ho, who was 
an Egyptian High-Prk-fr, and Keeper of the fa. 
crcd Archives, there weie thirty of them, but 
under the guat Sefefltis all Egypt became one 
Kingdom, which was divided into thirty- fix Go- 
vcrr.menti or Ncmi\ ten whereof were in The- 
l\iis, ten in 'Delta, and ilxtecn in the Country 
interjacent. 

r Cpper Egypt neither abounded with lb many 
famous Cities, or Curiofitics, as either of the 
ether two ; but, to make amends, it had one called 
Tt.\bes, from whence the whole Country derived 
the IVanie of Thebais, which might vye with the 
robleft Cities in the Univerfe, not excepting ei- 
ther Babylon or Nineveh. It was founded by 
Buflvis, one of the molt ancient Egyptian Mo- 
mahs ; and celebrated in Hifrory, and immorta- 
lized by Homer, for its Hundred Gates, whence 
it acquired the Sirnamc of Hecatonpylos : It was 
al!b called Dio/polis by the Greeks, to diftinguifli 
it from another Thebes, which was fituated in 
Eoetia, and was likewife famous for the Birth of 
the Great Generals Epaminondas and Telopidas ; 
as alio for that of 'Pindar, that immortal Poet, 
for whole Memory Alexander the Great fparcd 
hi> Defcendant*, when he tcok ard fack'd that 
City. The Egyptian Thebes was not ib produc- 
tive of Heroo, and Great Men J but it has been 
celebrated both by the G>eeks and Romans for 
liu* Gi..ndeur and Magnificence., though they 
beheld only its Ruins, fo aiigtift were its Remains. 
It tt-.is no kl.s populous tlian large; and 'tis faid, 
could at once lend out two hundred Chariots of 

Wai\ and ten thoufand Fighting Men, at each of 

her Gates, 

A m hen are divided about its modern Name, 
f ailures us it is now called Tberes, but San/on 
thin!-:; it h Mi/iia; and f'hevenot, a very credible 
Author ui.d great Traveller, avers it is now 
named Stiyd: Me adds, that divers Temples and 
I 'j laces, Jli 1 1 ! aliuuil: entire, and adorned with in- 
mimLiable Columns and Statues have been difco- 
vered there. ^ One Palace especially is admired, . 
whole Remains item to have fubfitfed, only to 
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eclipfe the Glory of the proudeft Structures* 
Four Walks, which extend farther than the Sight 
can reach, and embellilhed on each Side with the 
Figures of the Monfter called Sphinx, of a molt 
remarkable Size, and a Subftance altogether as 
extraordinary and uncommon, ferve as Avenues 
to four Portico's of an aftonilhing Height: Be- 
fides., thofe who have given the Defcription of 
this flupendous Edifice, had not Time to furvey 
the whole, and are not fure, that they beheld 
above one half ; however, what they did fee was 
altogether amazing. A Hall, which in all Pro- 
bability, Hood in the middle of this ftately Pa- 
lace, was fupported by a hundred and twenty 
Pillars, twelve Yards each in Circumference, of 
a proportionable Height, and intermix'd with cu- 
rious Obelisks, which fo many Ages had not been 
able to demolilh. Painting, as well as Sculpture, 
had there difplay'd all her Art and Riches. Even 
the Colouring itfelf, which is the molt liable to 
decay, and lboneft feels the Power of Time, Hill 
held, amidft the Ruins of this furprizing Structure, 
and retained its original Beauty, and Ltvclinefi; 
fo .well did Egypt know how to give an Air of 
Immortality to all her Works. Strabo, who was 
upon the Spot, defcribes an- Egyptian Building, 
very much refembling this, whereof we have been 
treating. 

The fame Author fpeaking of the Curiofities 
of Thebes, mentions a very famous Statue of Mem- 
non, whereof he had feen the Remains. It is faid, 
that in the Mornings when the Beams of the Ri- 
fing Sun firft fhone upon this Statue., an articulate 
Sound might be heard iffuing from thence, refem- 
bling that of a Harp. Strabo affirms that, he was 
anEar-witnefs thereof, but feems to queftion whe- 
ther the Sound came from the Statue; however 
that be, it was a Notion pretty generally received as 
true., by the antient Heathens, and was afcribed to 
the Power of Magick ; as may be feen from the ce- 
lebrated Roman Satyrift ; 

Dimidio magic* refinant ubi Mcmnonc Chorda. 

Juvcn. 

In Eng/ifi thus rendcr'd by the incomparable 
Mr. "Dry den. 

Where McmnonV Statue Magick Strings infpire 
With vocal Sounds , which emulate the Lyre. 

Having thus mentioned what was moll obferva- 
blc in ypper Egypt, we fhall next proceed to 
treat of Lower Egypt, whofc Shape refembling 
a Triangle, as does alfo the Greek Letter A, 
gave Occafion to its being commonly called 'Delta. 
It forms a kind of I/land, beginning at the Place 
where the Nile is divided into two large Branches, 
through which it discharges its Waters into the 
Mediterranean. The moft Eajlern of thefe is 
called the Pelujian Branch., as that on the IVcf* 
tern Side, is called the Canopick, from Telujium y 
and Canopns y two Towns fituated near them, 
much about where Damiata and Rofetto now 
Hand. Between thefe two large Branches are five 
fmallcr, not lb famous in Hiftory; however, from 
thefe feven Mouths the Nile derived the Epithet 
of Scptcmjluus, by which it is known in the 
Latin Poets. This Ifland Delta, is the bed cul- 
tivated, the moft fruitful, and the richeft Coun- 
try in Egypt. Its chief Cities in ancient Times 

were 
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were Heliopolis, Heracleopolis, Natter at is , Sais, 
Tauis, Canopusj Telu/itm, Bnfiris, and Bubaf- 
tus and in latter Times Alexandria, Ntcopolts, 
(Sc. It was in the Country of Tauis, called alio 
Ramefcs, and in Scripture, the Land of Govern, 
that the Ifraelites had their Abode, and were 
made to undergo fueh a fevcre, rigorous, and even 

intolerable Servitude. 

Heliopolis, which is, in Greek, The City of the 
Sun, was ib called from a magnificent Temple 
there dedicated to that glorious Luminary ; and is 
the fame with On, in Scripture, of which Poti- 
pherah, Jofepb's Father- in- Law, was Pneif, or 
Prince. Herodotus, Tacitus, and Tliny, mention 
a Circumftance relating to this Temple, which 
would be prodigioufly aftonilhing, but that it 
has the Misfortune not to be true : It is concern- 
ing the Thcenix. The credulous Ancients believ- 
ed, that but one of thele Birds were cxiftcnt at a 
Time in the whole World ; that it was produced 
in Arabia-, lived between five and fix hundred 
Years, and was about the Bignefs of an Eagle. 
Its Head was faid to be adorned with a mining, 
2nd moft beautiful Creft ; the Feathers of its 
Neck to be of the Colour of Gold; thofe of its 
Body Purple; its Tail white, intermingled with 
Carnation, and its Eyes iparkling like Scars. 
When it was old, and found its End approach- 
ing, it was laid to build a Neft, to fill it with 
Aromatick Spices, and then to die. From the 
Bones and Marrow of that deceai'ed Thoenix a 
Worm was faid to be produced, of which another 
Thawix was believed to be formed, the firft Care 
of which was to celebrate the Funeral of its Pa- 
rent. To that End, the young Bird was faid to 
make up a Ball, in the Shape of an Egg, with 
Myrrh, and Abundance of other Perfumes, as 
heavy as it could carry, which it often tries be- 
forehand. Having thus done, it makes a Hole 
therein, depofites its Parents Remains in n, and 
carefully clofes it with Myrrh and other Perfumes. 
This being accomplifhed, the grateful Bird was 
faid to take up this precious Load on its Back, to 
fly therewith to this Temple of the Sun in Helio- 
polis, and there to burn it on the Altar confecra- 
ted to that Pfeudo-Divinicy. 

Herodotus and Tacitus call fomc of the Circum- 
ftances of this Faft in Qucftion, but fecm to ima- 
gine it true in the main ; which mews to what 
Abfurditics, even Men of the beft Scnfe, among 
che anient Heathens, were weak enough to give 
Credit. However, Pliny, in the very Beginning 
of his Account thereof, iniinuatcs plainly enough, 
that he looks upon the whole as fabulous; 
and all modern Authors concur in the fame 
Opinion. Nevertheless this Tradition, of the Exis- 
tence of a 'Phoenix % having obtained pretty generally 
amongfl: the Ancients, tho' grounded upon an 
evident Falfliood, and monftrous Abfurdity, has 
given Rile to' the Ciiftom, introduced into almoft 
all Languages, of giving the Name of e Pheenix y 
to whatever is lingular or uncommon in its Kind. 
Juvenal, fpeaking of the Diiliculty, of finding 
a Woman accompliuYd in every Rcfpcdl, calls 
her Rara Avis in terris\ and Seneca lays a good 
Man, like a < Phmiix > is not formed above once in 
five hundred Years. 

Whilft we are upon this Head, it may not be 
nniilij, to take Notice here of another vulgar Er- 
ror which formerly obtained ; and which, tho' 
exploded, has been frequently introduced, as if 
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true, into the Writings not only of Poets, but 
even of Orators, and which is more, of Philoib- 
phcrs : This is what is reported of Swans, that 
they never iing hue juft before they die, at which 
Time they make a moft melodious Harmony. 
O mutts quoque Pifcibus donatura Cygni, ft libeat, 
finum ! O thotty 'who if thou pleafejtj canft give 
the Voice of a Swan even to mute Fiflj / fays 
Horace^ when he invokes the Aid of the Mule 
Melpomene: And Cicero compares the excellent 
Spcecrr, made by Crajfus in the Senate Houlc, 
a few Days before his Death, to the fwect Me- 
lody of a dying Swan. That great Philofopher 
Socrates ufed alio to fay, that good Men ought 
to imitate S watts, who perceiving by a fecrct Tn- 
ftincl, and a Kind of Divination, how advantagi- 
ous Death is, take leave of Life with Joy, and 
die finging. We hope this fhort Digrcllion will 
not prove unacceptable to our Readers, and re- 
turn to our Subject. 

It was at Heliopolis an Ox was worfhipped 

as a God, under the Name of Muevis. It was 
there, like wile, that Cambyfes, King of Perfia, 
the unworthy Son of that excellent Prince, tho 
great Cyrus, exerciled his iacriiegious Ra^e, 
burning the Temples, demolifhing che P.: laces, 
and deliroying the moft precious Mom; men cs of 
Antiquity. However, ibme Obelisks are ftill to 
be feen that efcaped his Fury, and have been 
brought from thence to Rome, to which City they 
are an Ornament even to this Day. 

Sais was the Burying Place of the Kings of 
Eg)pt ; it was here that Cambyfes caufed 
the Body of Antajls to be taken out of its 
Tomb, and after having expofed it to a thou- 
fand Indignities, in his own Prefcnce, ordered it 
to be thrown into a Fire, and burnt; which 
was a Thing equally contrary to the Cuftoms 
both of the Perfians and Egyptians. In this 
City j likewife, there was a Temple dedicated 
to Minerva, who is fuppofed to be the lame 
with tiie Egyptian Goddefs IJts, which had this 
Infcription : / am whatever has been, is, or (ball 
be ; and no Mortal hath ever yet pulled eff my 
Veil. It was alfo in this City that Apries, call- 
ed Pbaraoh-Hophra in Scripture, met with an 
untimely End ; being led Captive thither, after 
having been defeated by Amafis, one of his Sub- 
jects, and there ftrangled in his own Palace. 

Alexandria, though built much later than 
any of the Cities beforementioncd, being found- 
ed by Alexander the Great, from whom it took 
its Name, almoft vy'd in Magnificence with the 
ancient Cities of Egypt. It is believed to have 
been built pretty near the Place where the fa- 
mous No, ib much threatened in Scripture by 
the Prophets Ezckiel and Nabum* flood before: 
It was about four Days Journey from Grand 
Cairo, and was formerly the chief Mart of all the 
Eaftern Trade. The Merchandize was unload- 
ed at c Portus Alt/ vis, or Myos Hormos, a Town on 
the IVcflim Coait of the Red Sca\ from whence 
it was brought upon Camels, to a Town of 
Thebais named Copb, and thence convcy'd down 
the Nile to Alexandria, whither Merchants re- 
ibrtcd from all Parts of the IVeJf, to deal in that 
advantagious Commerce. 

In Kneel, it is very well known, that the Haft 
India Trade, has at all Times proved the Means 
of enriching fueh as have been coneem'd therein: 

This was the chief Fountain of the vail Tieafures 

Solomon 
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Solomon acquired, and what enabled him to 
build the Magnificent, and nevcr-yet-equal'd 
Temple of Jerufaletn. His Father, the great 
King 'David, contributed greatly to his getting 
this Trade into his PoffeAion, by his Conqueit 
of Idnmea, or Edom, whereby he rendered him- 
felf Mailer of Elatb, or Eloth, and Eziongeber, 
two Towns, fituated on the Eaft Side of the Red 
Sea. From thefe two Ports Solomon fent Fleets 
to Ophir, which brought him back immenle Riches; 
inibmuch that in one Voyage he got four hun- 
dred and fifty Talents of Gold, which amounts 
to three Millions, two hundred and forty thou- 
iand Pounds Sterling. As the Syrians recovered 
I dam c a out of the Hands of the Jtex, they 
like wife deprived them of this Commerce, which 
they enjoy 'd for fome Time ; from them it came 
to the Tyrians, whofe Merchandize was con- 
vey 'd to Tyre, by the Way of Rhinocolura, or 
Rhhiocwura, a Sea- Port Town in the Mediter- 
ranean, lying between the Confines of Egypt 
and Paleftiue. From thence they diftributed it 
all over the JVeflerti Parts of the World, where- 
by they enriched themfelves prodigioufly, during 
the Time that the Terflaii Empire nourifhed 
they enjoying the full Polfeffion of this Commerce 
under the Favour and Protection of the 'Perjian 
Monarchy. But when the Ptolomies had made 
themfelves Mailers of Egypt, they loon drew all 
this Trade into their Kingdom, by building Bo- 
reuice, and other Ports on the JVejlern Side of the 
Red Sea belonging to Egypt, from thence their 
Merchandize was convey VI by the Canal which 
kept open Communication between the two Seas 
to Alexandria, which was thereby made the 
gicateft Mart in the Univcrte. There it con- 
tinued for a t;reat many Ages after ; and from that 
Time, all the Commerce by Sea, which the 
If'c/hrti Parts of the World had with Terfla, A- 
rdb'iaj India, and the Eaftern Coaft of Africa, 
was carried on wholly through the Red Sea, and 
the : Mouths of the Nile \ until a Way was found, 
a little above two hundred Years ago, to fail to 
thole Part:;, by the Way of the Cape of Good Hope. 
After this Diicovcry, the Portuguese , in a Man- 
ner, cngrouVd this Trade for lbmc Time; but it 
ii iincc got chiefly into the Hands of the Engl/fb 
and c Dutch ; the lalt of which have entirely gain'd 
the Monopoly of the Sfice Trade, by an in- 
human Barbarity and Treachery, which neither 
does Honour to their Country, nor ours; fincc 
the tamely religning it to them will be an eternal 
BiemiJh to the one, and the Villainy by which it 
was acquired to the other. 

To return from whence we. have digrclTed, a 
Watch-Tower was built near Alexandria, for 
the Advantage of Trade, in an ffland called Pha- 
ros, which was joined to the City by a Mole; by 
the Command and Direction likcwife of its great 
♦ Koundcr, and lerved it for an Harbour. This 
Tower was called by the lame Name as the Iflund; 
and at the Top thereof was kept a Fire, to' light 
fueh Ships as Jailed by Night, near thofe dangerous 
CnniU, which were full of Sands and Shelves: 
I rcni thence all other Towers defigned for the 
i'line (Jfe, have received their Name, as the Pbaro 
di Meffina. The famous Architect. Soflratus built 
thii Tower, by the Order oVPtoloiny Ph/ladelphns 7 
whom it toft eif'ht hundred Talents, or eight 
hundred thouland Crowns; accordingly it was 
icckoncd one of the leven Wonders of the World. 



Some have extolled that Prince, for his uncom- 
mon Modcfty, in lliffering the Architect to put his 
Name in the Infcription placed on the Tower; 
which was very Ihort, and plain, according to the 
Manner of the Ancients, being no more than this : 
Soflratus the Cnidian, Son of Dexiphanes to the 
protecting Deities j for the Benefit of fnch as 
fail the Seas. And certainly Ptolomy muft have 
let very little Value upon that kind of Immor- 
tality, of which Princes are generally very fond, 
fince he took no Care to have his Name lb much 
as mentioned, in the Infcription of a Work, lb like- 
ly to render it Immortal. But what Lncian has 
advanced upon this Head, if true, takes off great- 
ly from the Merit of Ttolomy's Modefty. He in- 
forms us, that Soflratus, in order to get the whole 
Glory of that noble Structure, caufed the In- 
fcription with his own Name to be carved in Mar- 
ble, which he afterwards covered over with Lime, 
and thereupon put the King's Name. The Time 
in procels of Time mouldered away ; and inftead 
of procuring the Architect the Honour where- 
with he had flattered himfeif, lerved only to dis- 
cover to future Ages his vile Fraud, and ridiculous 
Vanity. 

As the Eaftern Commerce brought great Riches 
to Alexandria, lb Riches did not fail to introduce 
Luxury and Licentioufhcfs, as they do every where* 
inibmuch that the Alexandrian Voluptuoulhefs 
became a Proverb. The Arts and Sciences were 
likewile induftrioufly cultivated there ; as is apparent 
from that ftately Edifice, cali'd the Mufaum, 
where the learned ufed to meet, and were main- 
tained at the publick Coil; and the famous Libra- 
ry, which was confidcrably augmented by Pto- 
lomy Philadtiphns, and by the Munificence of 
the Kings his Succcflbrs, confided at la ft of 
leven hundred thoufand Volumes; but, unfortu- 
nately, when the Alexandrians took up Arms a- 
gainft Cafar, Part of this Library, confifting of 
four hundred thoufand Volumes, which was in the 
Quarter called Rrucbion, and had been the Work 
of lb many Kings, was burnt; what an irre- 
parable Lois was this to the Commonwealth of 
Learning ? 

Having now given an Account of what is 
moft curious in Lower Egypt, we lhall next pro- 
ceed to enumerate what was moft remarkable in 
Middle Egypt-, or Heptanomis, which abounded 
more with Curiofities than either of the other two. 
The famous City of Memphis was the Capital of 
this Part of Egypt* and was an hundred and 
lifty Stadia, or above feven Leagues in Circum- 
ference: It ftood at the Extremity of 'Delta, on 
the Weft Side of the Nile, where the River di- 
vides itlelf into fevcral Streams. On the. South of 
the City was raifed a high Mole, and on the Right 
and Left, were dug deep Moats to receive the 
River; which where lined with Stone- Work, and 
near the City, were fortified with ftrong Caufeys ; 
the whole defigned to fecure it from the Inunda- 
tions of the Nile, and the Irruptions of the Ene- 
my. A City fo advantagioufly fituated, and of 
fuch Strength, that it in a Manner commanded 
the Nile, and confequently the whole Country, 
became immediately the Rcfidcncc of the Egyp- 
tian Monarchs, and their Court*, and it kept Pof- 
feflion of this Honour, till it was forced to refign 
it to its Rival Alexandria, built, as we have be- 
fore obierved, by Alexander the Great. It was 
adorned with many beautiful Temples, efpeeially 
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that of the God Apis, who was honoured in this 
City in an extraordinary Manner. We fiiall treat 
thereof hereafter, as well as of the Pyramids, 
which flood near this City, and have rendered it fo 
celebrated in Hiftory. . . • . « 

Almoft over-againft Memphis, to which it feems 
to have fucceeded, on the Eaftern Side of the 
jfib was built Grand Cairo; a City like wife 
of vaft Extent, whole Caftle is one of the greateft 
Curiofities in Egypt- It ftands on a Hill, with- 
out the City, is founded upon a Rock, and is fur- 
rounded with Walls of a prodigious Height and 
Thicknels. The Way up to the Caftle is hewn ' 
out of the Rock, and is of -fuch an eafy Afcent, 
that Horfes and Camels* lomden can go up with- 
out Difficulty. But the moft extraordinary Thing 
in the Caftle is Jofephh Well; fo called, either 
becaufe the Egyptians are pleafed with alcribing 
whatever is moft remarkable in their Country to 
that great Man, or becaufe they really have fuch 
a Tradition amongft them. However that be, 
this is at leaft a Proof, that it is a Work of great 
Antiquity \ and, in Effect, it is worthy of the 
Magnificence of the moft powerful Egyptain Mo- 
narchs. This Weil confifts, as it were, of two 
Stories, cue in the Heart of the Rock, to a pro- 
digious Depth. The Defcent of the fuft Story 
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is by Stairs (even or eight Foot broad, to the Num- 
ber, of two hundred and twenty ; yet fo contrived, 
that the Oxen employ 'd to draw up the Water, 
can go down with all the Eale imaginable. This 
Well is fuppiicd from a Spring, which is a) moft 
the only one in the Country j and the Water is 
drawn, from the fecond Story, where the Well 

is, in Buckets, by a. Wheel* .which Oxen are 
turning continually : This done, it is convey 'd by 
a . little Canal .into a Refirvoir, or large Bafon, 
which makes, as it .were, ,a fecond Well, from 
whence it is drawn up ..to the Top in the lame 
Manner, and then conveyed in Pipes to every 
Part of the Caftle. As this. Wei I is reckoned by 
all the Country to be .of great Antiquity, and 
muft be confeucd to have all. the Magnificence 
which was fo natural to the old Egypt ains, we 
thought it might very well deferve a Place a- 
mongft the many Curiofities of Ancient Egypt. 
Strabo mentions an Engine not unlike that uled in 
this Well, which by. the Means of Wheels, and 
Buckets, threw up- the Water of the Ni/e, to the 
Top of a very high Hill ; with this Difference, 
however, that Slaves, to the Number of an hun- 
dred and fifty, were there employ'd to turn the 
Wheels inftead of Oxen. 




CHAP. 1L 
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Of the Obelisks, Pyramids, Labyrinth, Lake of.Mozi 
its "wonderful Properties ; and the famous Canal ofC 
and the Mediterranean. 
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WE £hall now proceed to give ah Ac- 
count of the feveral Curiofities for which 
this Part of Egypt is famous ; each of which 
deferve a particular Examination ; and we fhall 
begin with the Obelisks, fb much celebrated 
in Hiftory, fome of which both on Account of 
their Beauty and Height, are, to this Day, the 
principal Ornaments of Rome* In .Effect the 
Reman Power, when at the greateit Height, 
delpaired of coming up to the Egyptians in 
this RefpecT: •, wherefore the Emperors content- 
ed themfelves with borrowing what they could 
not parallel ; and tranfported to Rome lbme of 
thole ftupendous Works of Art, where they 
are ftill the Delight and' Admiration of the 
Curious ; Egyft lecming to have placed her 
chief Glory in railing Monuments for Pofte- 
rity. 

Obelisks arc quadrangular, or Iquarc," high 
Spires, or Pyramids, of one fingle Stone, leflcning 
gradually from the Bale, till they terminate at laft 
in a Point. Their Ufc was generally to fervc 
for Ornaments to lbme publtck Place, or Square ; 
and they were frequently full of hieroglyphic? I In- 
lcriptjons, which were myftical Characters and 
Images, under which the Egyptians uled to conceal 
the Myllcrics of their Religion, and Theology. The 
great Sefojiris creeled two of theft, in the City 
of Heliopolis, which were of an exceeding hard 
Stone, brought from the Quarries of Syene in the 
Extremity of Egypt, towards Ethiopia. Each 



of thefe were an hundred and twenty Cubits high, 
that is, fixty Yards, or an hundred and eighty 
Foot. The Emperor Augtijlus, having reduced 
Egypt into a Roman ^ Province,, cauftd thefe two 
Obelisks to be tranfported to Rome, one whereof 
was broken in Pieces; but he durft not venture 
to remove a third, which was of a prodigious Size : 
It was believed to have been made in. the Time of 
Rame/es and it is faid twenty thouland Men were 
employ'd about it ; the Emperor Conftantius, how- 
ever, being more daring than Augujius, ordered it 
to be tranfported tp Rome. Two of thefe Obelisks 
are ftill to be leen. there, as well as another of an hun- 
dred Cubits, or fifty Yards in Height, and eight Cu- 
bits or four Yards in Diameter. Casus Cajar had 
it brought from Egypt, in a Veflel of lb ftrqnge a 
Form, that P/irty lays the like had never been ieen 
before. 

.The whole Country of Egypt abounded with 
Obelisks of this Nature ; they were, for the moft 
Part, cut in the Quarries of Upper Egypt, where 
lbme arc npw to be ; feen half finilhed. But what, 
is moft wonderful is, that the ancient Egyptians 
had the Contrivance, to dig a Canal even, in the, 
very Quarry, through which the Water of the Nile 
ran, at the Time when it overflowed ; from thence 
afterwards they raifed up the Columns, Obelisks, 
and Statues, on Rafts or Floats, proportioned to 
their Weight, in order to convey them into Lower 
Egypt \ and as the whole Country was full of 
Canals, there was icarcc any Place, whither thoiii 
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vaft Bodies might not be carried with Eafe, whole 
Weight would'have made all other Sorts of Eli- 
xir, c 5 give Way under them. 

Ncm to tli c Obelisks the famous 'Pyramids cer- 
tainly demand our Attention, thofe ftupendous 
Suui'lmcs, which have lb long been the Admiration 
the World. A Pyramid is cither a lblid, or a hol- 
lo x Body, having a large, and generally a lquare 
Bale, from which it lelTens gradually to the Top, 
till it ends, in Appearance, in a iharp Point. Of 
t Iielc there were three in Egypt, more famous 
than all the reft, one of which was defervedly rec- 
koned amongfl: the Wonders of the World; they 
did not fhnd very far from the City of Memphis* 
We ihall Ipcak here only of the largeft of the 
three, which was built upon a Rock, like the o- 
thers, had a lquare Bale, lefTened gradually to 
the Top, to which whoever would alcend mult 
go up by Stairs made on die outride. It confided 
of Stones of an uncommon Size ; the leaft of 
them at the Bottom being thirty Foot long, 
proportionable every Way, all wrought with 
wonderful Art, and full of Hicroglyphicks It 
is affirmed by feveral ancient Authors, that each 
Side was eight hundred Foot broad, and as many 
high. The* Top of thefe Pyramids, which to 
any one at Bottom feemed but a Point, was a line 
even Square, comprized of ten or a dozen MalTy 
Stones, and about fixteen or eighteen Foot over 
every Way. 

A learned French Gentleman, Member of the 
Academy of Sciences, who took the Pains to go 
to the Piaee in 1693, on Purpofe to meafure this 
Pyramid, affirms that the Dimcnfions thereof are 
•is" follow. The Side of the Square Bale no Fa- 
thoms or 220 Yards. The Fronts being equilate- 
ral Triangles, the Superficies of the Bale is 12100 
Square Fathoms. The perpendicular Height 77 
Fathoms three Quarters ; and the lblid Contents 
5 1 3 590 Cubical Fathoms. 

It is laid a hundred thoufand Men were con- 
stantly employed about creeling this Stately Struc- 
ture ; who were relieved every three Months by 
the Lime Number. Ten whole Years were fpent 
in hewing out the Stones, cither in Arabia or 
Ethiopia, and in conveying them to Egypt; and 
it required twenty more to build this immenle Fa- 
brick, whole Inlide contained innumerable Rooms 
and Apartments. It coft lixtcen hundred Talents, 
which is four Millions, five hundred thoufand 
French Livrcs, or about three hundred thoufand 
Pounds Sterling, only in Garlick, Leeks, Onions, 
and fuch Kind of Fare, for the Subfiftencc of the 
Workmen ; an immenle Sum, equal to about fix: 
Millions Sterling at prefent, whence one may 
form a Judgment, how infinite the Expcncc of the 
whole mult have been. 

Such were the famous Egyptian Pyramids, 
whole Shape and monftrous Size have enabled 
them to triumph both over Time and the different 
Barbarians, under whole Power they have fallen 5 
a Fate, which the Temple of Belus at Baby Ion ^ 
though a more lofty and magnificent Structure, 
could not cfcapc. Would one think that thefe 
vaft Pyramids were built only for Tombs? and 
that all this Buftlc, all this Charge, and all the La- 
bour of lb many Thouiands, ended in procuring a 
Prince, in thefe vaft and immenle Piles of Build- 
in p;, a little Vault not much above fix Foot in 
f.(.ri{»ih, ant I about three Foot in Depth and 
Jh ead:h ! Yet this was the Cafe; and there is 



ft ill to be leen, in the middle of the largeft, an 
empty Sepulchre, cut out of one entire Stone, of 
the abovementioncd Dimenfions. How vainly do 
lbme Men flrive to eternize their Memory, whilft 
the very Efforts they make to that End, lerve 
but to render it more apparent, what little 



contemptible , Creatures they really are. To rear 
flich a ftupendous Structure, for an empty infigni- 
ficant Animal, who had it not in his Power to 
enjoy (if a dead Carcale can be laid to enjoy any 
Thing) even that fcanty Portion, was fuch a 
monltrous Piece of Vanity and Folly, as render 'd 
the Perlbn guilty of it, yet more contemptible, 
than he would have been otherwife ; but when 
we confider, that the Monarchs, who were at the 
Charge of erecting thefe Pyramids, had it not in 
their Power to be buried there, nor ever lay in 
thefe their defigned Sepulchres, it makes them al- 
together inexculablc, and proves them guilty befldes 
of grofs Stupidity: For the publick Hatred which 
they incurred, by Reaibn of their unparaJlel'd 
Cruelty to their Subjects, in impofing fuch heavy 
Toils upon them, made it neceffary to bury them 
in obfeure and unknown Places, that the People 
might not wreak their Fury and Vengeance upon 
their dead Bodies. 

This laft Circumftancc, of which Hiftorians 
have taken particular Notice, teaches us whac 
Judgment to form of thelc fo highly extolled, and 
lb much boaftcd of Works of the Ancients. Ic 
is but juft to oblerve and efteem the noble Genius 
of the Egyptians for Architecture; which in- 
duced them to aim at tne Grand, and the Magni- 
ficent in every Thing • and to be intent upon real 
Beauties, before they could have any Models 
upon which to form their Tafte; and this with- 
out ever fwerving from a noble Simplicity, in 
which the greateft Perfection of Art coniifts* 
But what Opinion ought we to have of thole 
Princes, who efteemed it fomcthing great, and 
took a vain Pride, in railing immenle but ufelels 
Structures, by innumerable Hands, and at an infi- 
nite Expcnce, with the fole View of rendering 
their Name immortal; and who did not fcruple 
to dcltroy thoufands of their Subjects, in order 
to fatisfy their Thirft after this empty Glory ? 
They differed widely from the ancient Romans 9 
who fought indeed likewile to immortalize* them- 
felvesj but then it was by fuch Actions as were 
really Heroick, and by fuch Works as were both 
magnificent, and 4 calculated for the Benefit of the 
Publick. ... 

5P//«y gives us a juft Notion of thefe Pyramids 
in a few Words, when he calls them a foolilh and 
life Ids Oftentation of the Riches of the Egyptian 
Kings : He obferves alfo, that by a juft Pu- 
nifhmcnt of their Vanity, their Memory, which 
they meant to eternize by thefe ftupendous Struc- 
tures, is buried in Oblivion; Hiftorians not be- 
ing agreed amongft themfelves, about the Names 
of thofe Princes, who were at the Charge of 
creeling thele vain-glorious Works. In fhort, as 
*DiodoMs Siculus has very well remarked, the 
more the Skill and Ingenuity of the Architects is 
to be extol Pd, and admired in thefe Pyramids, the 
more blameable and contemptible is the Vanity 
and Cruelty of thole Monarchs, who bar rate \l 
their Subjects about fuch laborious and ulclcls 
Undertakings. 

But what is molt to be admired in thefe ancient 
Monuments, is the certain and Handing Evidence 

they 



The BISTORT of E G Y P T. 



1 1 



they afford us, of the early Skill of the Egypti- 
an J in Aftronomy; that is, in a Science, which 
lecms incapable of being brought to Perfection, 
but by a long Series of Tears, and a great Num- 
ber of Obfervations. When the French Gentle- 
man meafurcd the great Pyramid, whereof we 
have been treating, he found that the four Sides 
faced exactly the four Quarters of the World ; 
and confequcntly fhewed the true Meridian of the 
Place, Now, as there is fcarce any Realbn to 
cjucfubn, but that this, fb exacf a Situation, was 
defigncdly chofen, by the Builders of this enor- 
mous Pile, above three thoufand Years ago, it 
follows, that there has been no Alteration in the 
Heavens, with Regard to the Poles of the Earth, 
during that Length of Time., and confequcntly 
that there has been no Alteration in the Meri- 
dians* 

The Egyptian Labyrinth, of which we ftiall 
next treat, was yet more furpriz'tng than the 
Pyramids, as we are affined by Herodotus, who 
was an £ye-witnefs thereof: It was alio like 
them, a ridiculous Piece of Orientation and Va- 
nity, defigned to perpetuate the Memory or its 
twelve Founders, in which, nowever, liite them 
aho, it has failed. It was fituated at the moil 
Southern Part of the Lake of Moeris, whereof 
we mall fpeak prefently, near the City of Croco- 
diles, or Arfinoe. It was not lb properly one 
iingie Palace, as a magnificent Pile of twelve Pa- 
laces, regularly difpofed, which had a Commu- 
nication with each other. Fifteen hundred Rooms 
intermixed with TerraiTes, were ranged round 
twelve Halls, in fuch an intricate Manner, that 
whoever went to view them, was in danger of 
being loft therein, and of not finding the Way 
out again. Under this prodigious Pile of Build- 
ing, were llibtcrrancous Structures, of an equal 
Magnitude, and every Way proportionable there- 
to, which were defigned for the Burying Place of 
the Egyptian Monarchs; and alio, (who can fay 
it without Confufion, and deploring the Blind- 
nefs of Man !) for keeping the facred Crocodiles, 
to which the Egyptians, tho' a Nation lb cnlight- 
ned in other Rcfpccls, were fo infatuated as to 
pay divine Worfhip. 

Whoever was defirotis of viewing the Apart- 
ments of this Labyrinth., were obliged, as may 
be eafily j^\gcd 9 to ufe the fame Precaution, to 
which Mriadnc inftructed Thefeus to have Re- 
coil vie, when he went to engage the Minotaur 
in tiie Cretan Labyrinth 5 which was built in 
Imitation of this, but was neither fo large, nor lb 
full of Mazes. 

jSbtwithftanding the great Magnificence of this 
Labyrinth, and the Pyramids, the nobleft and 
mo ft wonderful of all the Works of the Kings of 
Egypt was the Lake of Mocris\ and accordingly 
Herodotus prefers it vaflly before them, as being 
of far greater Ufe and Advantage to the Coun- 
try in general ; the principal End for which all 
great Works ihould be calculated. As Egypt 
was more or lels fertile, according as it was 
more or lefs overflowed by the Nile ? and as it 
proved equally fatal to the Lands, whether the Inun- 
dation was too high or too low \ therefore, one 
of the Egyptian Monarchs, named Mocris, out 
of a beneficent Intention to prevent thefe two 
MidmLuncs, and to remedy, as far as lay in his 
Power, the uncjual Riling of the Waters, in 
different Veais, iu thought hiinlclf of calling in 



Art to the Afliffancc of Nature; which he did 
by making the artificial Lake, which afterwards 
bore his Name. Authors are not ag r ecd about 
the Circumference of this Lake • Herodotus, and 
after him ^Diodorus Siculus, from whom Pliny 
does not differ much, lays, it was three thou- 
land fix hundred Stadia, that is, a hundred and 
eighty Leagues round \ and Monf. Bojfnet, in 
his untverlal Hiftory, a/Tens the fame as an 
undoubted Truth ; one is aftonifhed, fays he, to 
read, what, however, is certain, that the Lake of 
Mceris was a hundred and eighty Leagues in 
Compals. But there Hems to be no manner of 
Probability in this Account, which Herodotus 
relates, only upon the Credit of the People of 
the Country, who were very apt to magnify 
every Thing belonging to them. It is obvious 
to any" Man of Learning and TJnderftanding, what 
Reafbn there is to queftion the Truth of this 
Account 5 wherefore we thought it more adviia- 
ble to follow what we find in fome modern 
Memoirs, concerning the Extent of this Lake, 
elpecially as it is conformable to what we find 
in c Pomponius Mela. According to thefe Me- 
moirs then, this Lake was between thirty and 
forty Miles in Circumference, and in Depch 
three hundred Foot- Two Pyramids, on tach 
of which was. a Statue like a Colo/fits, fluted on 
a Throne, raifed their Heads three hundred Foot 
high in the Midft of the Lake; whilft their 
Foundations were as many Foot deep under the 
Water; a certain Sign that they were creeled 
before the Cavity was fill'd up with Water ; 
and a Demonftration chat, notwithstanding the vaifc 
Extent of this Lake, it was the Product of hu- 
man Labour., and that during the Reign of one 
Prince. 

This Lake had a Communication with the 
Nile n by the Means of a large Canal, four 
Leagues in length, and fifty Foot wide; which 
was opened, or fhut, as was alio the Lake, 
according as there was Occafion, by large Sluices ; 
to open or-fhut which, coll: fifty Talents, or 
about eight thoufand Pounds Sterling. As this 
Lake was well ftor'd with Fifti, the Grant of the 
Privilege of fifihing therein, brought the King in 
immenic Sums ; but its greatcft Ufe was with 

Regard to the overflowing of the Nile* When 
it rofe too high, and was likely to he attended 
with fatal Confequenccs, the Sluices were open'd, 
and the Waters having free PafTagc into the 
Lake j covcr'd the Lands no longer than was ne- 
ceflary to enrich them. On the contrary, when 
the Overflowing was too low, and the People 
were apprahenfivc of a Famine, a fumcient Quan- 
tity of Water was let out of the Lake, to 
fupply the Occafions of the Lands, whereby the 
Irregularities of the Nile were corrected : And 
Stra/jo obferved, that, in his Time, when l Pe- 
tronius was Govcrnour of Ecypt, notwtthirand- 
ing the Inundation of the iSfile was but twelve 
Cubits, there was a very great Plenty; 
even when it rofe but to eight Cubits, 
Country hardly felt any Want; undoubtedly, be- 
caufe the Waters of the Lake fupplied the Defi- 
ciency of thofc of the Inundation, by the Means of 

Drains and Canals. 

Having thus enumerated the Curiofities of 
Upper, Lozvcr^ and Middle Egvpt, we lhall 



and 
the 



proceed to one, which is the greatcft: Wonder 

of all the whole Country, but cannot be julVly 

appropriated 
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appropriated to any particular Part, r'as it runs 
tiiiough them all three, and is not confined to 
any of them, we mean the Nile. As there 
icldcm falls any Rain in Egypt , this River, 
which waters the whole Country by its re- 
gular Overflowings, fupplies that Defect, by 
bringing thither, as a yearly Tribute, the- 
Rains of other Countries. This made the Poet 
lay very jullly, that by Rcafbn of the Nile, 
the Country watered by it, by which he 
means Egypt, never prays to Jupiter for any 
Rain. 

Te propter nullos Tellus tua pojiulat Imires, 
Arida nec pluvio fnpplicat Herba Jovi. 

To render fo beneficent a River as ufeful 
and advantagious as poilible, the Egyptians cut 
r.umberleis Canals all over the Country, of 
an incredible Length and Breadth. The Nile 
brought Fruitfulnefs every where with its whole- 
ibme Waters ; and at the fame Time united 
the Towns with one another, joined the Me- 
diterranean with the Red Sea, maintain'd Trade 
at Home, and fortified the Kingdom again ft 
the Enemy ; infomuch that Egypt was at once 
obliged to it for her Subfiftencc, and Pro. 
tection. The Fields were delivered up to it, 
but the Towns raifed with immenfe Labour; 
and ftanding like lflands in the midft of the 
VV a tors , look'd down with Joy upon the 
Plains, at once overflowed, and enriched by the 
Nile. 

This is a general Idea of the Nature and 
Effects of this River, fo famous amongft the 
Ancients, and lb much celebrated in Htftory. 
"But as its uncommon and aftonifhing Proper- 
tics have rendered it, in all Ages, the' Ob- 
ject of the Curiofity and Admiration of the 
learned, it feems to require a more particular 
Account, wherein we lhall be as concife as 
pofriblc. Firjl, For the Head of the Nile, 
it was unknown to the Ancients, who erro- 
ncoufly placed it in the Mountains of the Moon, 
in the tenth Degree of South Latitude \ whereas 
our modern Travellers have difcovcred that it 
tiles from two Sources, which lie in the twelfth 
Degree of North Latitude, and the fixtieth of 
Longitude. This cuts off above three hundred 
Leagues of the Courfe the Ancients afcribed to 
this River; in Effect, it was fo little known to 
them, that Caput Nili qtiarere, to feek the Head^ 
of the Nile, grew into a Proverb, to exprefs anim- 

piaclicable Undertaking : And it is faid that Cafar 
would have been better pk-afed with difcovcring 

the Source of the Nile, than with the Conquelt 
of Rome. This funous River then rifes at the 
Foot of a great Mountain, in the Kingdom of 
Goyam^ in AbyJJmia, from two Springs, or Eyes, 
to i peak in the Language of the Country, the 
lame Word in Arabick, fignifying both an Eye and 
Ftnniaiit. 'J hefe Springs, according to Father 
Lofa, a 'Portugue/e Miflionary, are about thirty 
Paces from one another, and are each of them as 
large as an ordinary Well, or a Cart Wheel ; lb 
inenivliJcrablc is one of the moil famous Rivers 
in tlic World at its Rife. The Nile, however, 
is ine leafed by numberlcls Rivulets which run into 
it, and tonulbutc gieatly to the enlarging its 
iuie.»n», till being heroine a confidcrable River, 
ir j mIics ihrou&h Ethiopia, with innumerable 
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Turnings and Windings, and flows at Iaft into 
Egypt. 

But before it enters that Country, it partes by 
the Cataracts, a Place lb called from the prodi- 
gious Falls of Water there, which from all Ages 
have attracted the Admiration of the Curious, and 
are not be paralleled in the whole World, unlcis 
it be by that formed by the Rhine, near Schaff* 
haufen, in Switzerland. When the Nile, which 
at rirft glides fmoothly along the vail Defarts of 
Ethiopia, conies to this Place, the River being 
pent up and retrained in its Courfe, by the Nar- 
rownefs of the Channel, and other Obftacles, 
which it meets in its Way, grows on a ftiddcn ra- 
pid and violent, contrary to its Nature, foaming 
and raging with the utmoft Impetuofityj to find 
its Waters confined, like the Ocean in a Storm 5 
till, at iaft, having overcome all Impediments, it 
rulhes forward, and precipitating itfelf from the 
Top of fbmc Rocks, it falls to the Bottom from 
an immenfe Height, with fuch. a prodigious Noile, 
that Travellers aver it may be heard to the Dis- 
tance of three Leagues : Nay, which is more in- 
credible, Hiftory informs us, that the People who 
inhabit the Country round about, and are called 
Catadupi, are in a manner deafened by the horrid 
Uproar • and that a Colony of the Terfians, who 
were fettled there by their Monarchs, when they 
fubdued that Country, not being able to bear the 
intolerable Din., which utterly deprived them of 
their Hearing, and abfolutely ItunnM them, were 
forced to be traniplanted and removed to a more 
quiet Settlement. Thofc who live upon the Spot, 
having acquired the Dexterity by long Practice, 
endeavour to divert Travellers by a Sight, rather 
calculated to excite Terror in them, than to enter- 
tain them. Two of them getting into a^ little 
Boat, the one to guide it, and the other to throw 
out the Water, after being toffed with the Vio- 
lence of the Surges, for a confiderablc Time, 
which they humour by artfully turning their lit- 
tle Wherry, fo as to prevent the Waves break- 
ing into it, fuffcr themfelvcs, at Iaft, to be 
hurried away by the impetuous Torrent, through 
the narrow Palfages of the Rocks, as fwtft as 
an Arrow • and whilft the Spectator terrified 
to the Iaft Degree, expecls them to be loft in 
the rapid Flood, the Nile, reftorcd to its na- 
tural Courfe, flievvs them again at a Diftance, 
on a ftoooth and calm Water. 

The Ancients, being ignorant of the true Caufc 
of the Nile's overflowing its Banks, every ' Year, 
at a certain Seafon, afligncd fevcral trifling Rcaibns 
for a Facl fb uncommon and remarkable j as may 
be fcen in Herodotus, *&iodovus Siculns, and Se- 
neca; but it is now well known, and univerfally 
agreed, that the Inundations of the Nile proceed 
from the great and continual Rains, which fell 
about that Seafon in Ethiopia, through which that 
River Bows before it comes into Egypt. Thefc con- 
tinual Rains fwcll the Nile, to fuch a Degree, that it 
iirft overflows Ethiopia, and then Egypt \ and that 
which was before but a large River, becomes like a Sea, 
and lays the whole Country under Water. Strabo 
obferves that the Ancients knew no otherwifc, but by 
Guefs, .that the Inundations of the Nile were caufed 
by the prodigious Rains, which fall, at ftated Times, 
in great Profulion, in Ethiopia, but udds, rhat divers 
Travellers have fance been Uyc-witnelTes thereof! 
'Ptoloiny, firnamed Philadetphus, KLing of Egypt, 
who was very imiutfitivc into every Tiling Chat 

related 
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related to the Arts and Sciences, or the Secrets 
of Nature, of which this was one of the greatelt, 
having fent thither proper Perfons, on Pur pole to 
examine into, and afcertain the Caufe, of ib extra- 
ordinary and remarkable a 'Phenomenon. 

Herodotus, Diodorus Siculns, and divers other 
Authors who treat of this Subject, fay the Nile 
begins to rile in Egypt about the Summer Sol- 
ltice, that is about the Middle of June, and 
continues incrcafing till the End of September', 
that it decreaies gradually during the Months of 
Oclober and November ; and afterwards returns 
to its proper Channel, and refumes its wonted 
Cou'rie. This Account agrees pretty well with 
what we read, in alL the Relations of modern 
Travellers, and is antwerable to the natural Caufe 
of the Inundations, namely the great Rains which 
fall in Ethiopia. Now according to the concur- 
rent Tcftimony of inch as have been upon the^ 
Spot., theic Rains begin to fall in the Month of 
Slpril, and continue falling for five Months, that 
is, till the End of Aitgujl, or Beginning of Sep- 
tember-, wherefore, the Incrcafe of the Nile in 
Egypt y mult necefiarily commence about three 
"Weeks, or a Month, after the Rains have begun to 
fall in Slb^ffinia ; accordingly, all Travellers ob- 
fcive in their Accounts that the Nile begins to 
rife in the Monih of May, but that it is by fuch 
flow degrees, that it does not as yet overflow its 
Banks : The Inundation does not happen till the 
latter End of June, and lafts the three follow- 
in^ Months, as we arc allured by Herodotus j and 
l^iodorus Siculus. Strabo, however, together with 
'JPlinv «' Solinus, differ herein from the Authors 
beicre ..ieniioned, by fhortning the Continuance 
of the Inundation confide rab ly ; for they will 
have it, that the Nile goes off the Lands, after 
the Space of three Months, or a hundred Days. 
What adds to the Difficulty of reconciling this 
Contradiction between thele Authors is, that 
Tliny fecms to ground his Opinion upon the 
Tcftimony of Herodotus : In totum antem revo- 
catur Nil us intra ripas in Libra j ut tradit He- 
rodotus., centefimo Die. The jirit Height of the 
Inundation, according to Tliny, is fixtcen Cubits, 
or twenty-four Foot j when the River rifes but 
twelve or thirteen, a Famine enfues ; and when it 
exceeds fixtcen, there is the fame Danger. The 
Emperor Julian, in a Letter to Ecdicius, Prefect 
of Egypt, takes Notice that on the twentieth of 
September, in the Year 562, the Height of the 
Nile's overflowing was fifteen Cubits; the An- 
cients, however, neither entirely agree with one 
another, nor with the Moderns., about the Height 
of the Inundation, but the Difference is not very 
confiderable ; It may proceed, either from the 
Difference between the ancient and modern Mca- 
fures, which it is hard to reduce to a HVd and 
certain Standard ; or from the Carclelsnels of the 
Peribns who made their Oblervations thereof; and 
of the Hilfcoriansj or from the real Difference of 
the Nile's Incrcale, which is not lb great when it 
approaches near the Sea. As the Wealth of 
Etrypt depended almolt entirely upon the Height 
ot the Inundation of the Nile, all the Circum- 
flances and different Degrees of its Incrcafe and 
Decreaie have been carefully remarked ; and by 
a long Scries of regular Obiervations for ninny 
Years iiieee /lively, it was found, that from the 
Inundation itlelf might he diteovcrcd, what Sort 
of a Mui'veil" the cnliiing Year was likely to 
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produce. For this End, the Egyptian 
narchs had a Column erected at SSlvwph:-, 11 pen 
which the various Degrees of the Nile** in- 
crcaic were mark'd • and from thence NVeico 
was given to all the reft of Egypt, to what 
Height it role; by this Means the Pcuple 
knew before- hand what they were to hope or 
fear from the next Harvcff. Strabo mentions 
a lfr r cll, that was made for the fame Purpofe, 
on the Banks of the Nile, near the City ot 
Syene. As great Part of the Wealth of Egypt: 
confifted in the Produce of her Land, it was 
no wonder the Kings, whole Revenues arofe 
in a great Mealurc from thence 1 , as we may- 
fee by the Hiltory of Jofepb, were very care- 
ful in having the Incrcafe and Decreale of th * 
River, upon which the Fertility of the Lane' 3 
ablblutely depended, obferved with the utnicfb 
Exactnefs. 

The lame Cufrom is Hill retained to 
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Day at Grand Cairo ; where in the Court- 
yard of a Mofquc there is a Pillar,, upon 
which the Degrees of the Nile's Incrcaic aic 
mark'd, and common Cryers proclaim daily in 
all Parts of the City how high it riles. The 
Tribute paid to the Grand Senior, for the 
Lands, is fettled according to the Height of 
the Inundation and the Day it rifes to a 
certain Height is kept as a great Fefli val, 
with Fire- works, Fealting, and all other De- 
monftrations of publick Rejoicing: And, even 
in the mofr. ancient Times, the Overflowing 
of the Nile was always attended with an 
univerlal Joy throughout all Egypt ', it being 
the Source of all her Wealth and Felicity. 

The Egyptians attributed the Inundation cf 
the Nile to their God Serapis, and the Pillar up- 
on which the Incrcafe thereof was mark'd, was 
rciigioully kept in the Temple of that Idol; an;l 
the Emperor Conflantiue the Gieat hiving order- 
ed it to be removed into the Church of sll::;an- 
dria, they gave out that the Nile would never, 
rife more, becaufe Scrap is was inccnsM at the 
Affront done him, in removing that Pillar ; they 
were miftaken however, for the River role and over- 
flowed as ufual the following Years. Julian the 
Apojlate y a zealous Encouragcr and Protector of Ido- 
latry, caufed she Pillar to be replaced once more 
in the. Temple of Seraph i but it was afterwards 
taken again from thence, by the Command of the 
Emperor Tbeodojins. - 

The divine Providence, in blclTing Egy 
with lb beneficent a River, did not intend tint 
the People Ihould indulge themfelves in Id lends, 
or enjoy lb great a Happincfs without taking any 
Pains. There is no great Difficulty in conceiv- 
ing that, as the Nile could not overipread 
all the Country of itlelf, it was neeelEiry to 
ule great Labour to facilitate the Overflow- 
ing of the Lands; and numbcrlclj Canals were 
to be cut, in order to convey the Waters to 
all Parts. The Villages, which Hood very 
thick upon high Ground, by the River Side, 
had each of them their Canals, which were open- 
ed at proper Times, to give the Water Paflage in- 
to the Country. The molt diftant Village* 
had Canals alio; even to the utmofl: Limits of 
the Kingdom ; by which Means, the Waters were 
fucce (lively convey 'd to the molt diftant Places; 
It was not permitted to cut Trenches to re- 
ceive the Waters till the River was at a err* 
D tain 
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tain Height, nor yet to open them all together ^ 
becaufe then fonie Lands would be overflow- 
ed too much, whilft others would not receive 
iufficient Benefit from the Inundation. They 
began, therefore, with opening them firfr. in Up- 
per Egypt, after which they arc opened in 
Lower Egypt, according to a Roll, or Book, 
wherein all the f Meafiires were fet down with 
the utmoft Exact nets. By this Means the Wa- 
ter was husbanded with fuch Care, that it over- 
fpread all the Hands ; notwithftanding the Coun- 
tries overflow 'd by the Nile are of fuch vail: 
Extent, and fb deep, and the Number of 
Canals is ib very great, it is thought not a 
tenth Part of all the Waters, which flow into 
Fgjpt, in thc Months of June, July, and Au- 
gujt, ever reach the Sea. But as there were 
Abundance of high Lands, which could not 
partake of the Benefit or the Nile's Inundation, 
notwithstanding all thefe Canals, they were lup- 
plied therewith by the Help of fpirai Pumps, 
which were work'd by Oxen, asd forced the 
Water into Pipes, which convey'd it to thole 
"Lands ; Diodorus Sic til us fpcaks of iuch an 
Engine, invented by Archimedes, in his Tra- 
vels into Egypt , which was called Cochlea Ai- 
gyptia. 

There is not any Country in the Univerfe 
where the Soil is more fruitful than in Egypt, 
and this its extraordinary Fertility is entirely 



owing, under divine Providence, to the Nile-. 
For whereas other Rivers, when they overflow 
Lands, impoverifh them, and cxhauft their Good- 
nefs, the Nile, by bringing with its Waters an 
excellent rich Slime, fattens, and enriches the 
Ground, in fuch a manner, that it fufnees to make 
good what the foregoing Harvcft had impaired. 
The Husbandman never tires himfelf there, with 
holding the Plough, or breaking the Clods of 
Earth ; as loon as the Nile is retired within its 
Channel, he has nothing more to do than to turn up 
the Soil, and temper it with a little Sand, in 
order to qualify its great Rankncfs; this done, 
lie lows it with little or no Trouble, and al- 
moit without any hxpence, and within two 
Months it is covered with all Sorts of Grain 
and Pulfe. The Egyptians generally fbw in 
October and November, as the Waters run off 
the Land, and their Harvcft is in the March 
and April foi lowing. But what is yet more, 
the lame Land bears in one Year three or lour 
different Sorts of Crops. Firjij they generally 
ihw Lettiee and Cucumbers; then Corn; and 
after Harveft divers Sorts of Pulfe, which arc pe- 
culiar to Egypt', and of which there is fuch 
Plenty, and ib excellent are they in their kind, 
tint they might alone luffice for the Suftenance 
of the Inhabitants. As the Heat of the Sun 
is exceflivc there, and very feldom any Rain 
falls, it is eafy to judge that the Earth would 
loon be parched, and the Corn and Pulle 
burnt up, by lb intcnic and feorching a Heat, 
were it not for the Canals and Refervoirs with 
which Egypt abounds; and which, by Drains 
made from thence, fupply a fulliciency of Wa- 
ter to mo id en and relic Ih the Fields and Gar- 
d c n s . 

The Nile contributes no lefs to the Feeding of 
Cattle, which is another Source of Riches to 

than to the fertililing her Corn- Fields. 
They begin to turn them out to Grafs in No- 



vember, and keep them there till the latter End of 
March *, and it is not to be cxprelled how rich their 
Failures are, nor how fat the Flocks and Herds 
which the Mildnels of the Climate fuffers them to 
keep out Night and Day, grow in a little while. 
During the Time that the Country is overflowed, 
they arc fed with Hay and cut Straw, Baricy and 
Beans. Corneille le Bruyn, in his Travels, fpeak- 
ing of this Country, fays, one cannot help taking 
Notice here, of the admirable Providence of God, 
in fending, at a fix'd and certain Sealbo, fuch a 
vail Profulion of Rain in Ethiopia, in order to 
water Egypt, where a Shower fcarce ever 
falls 'j and, by that Means, rendering a Soil other- 
wife the moll fandy and dry imaginable, one 
of the richeft, and moll fertile Countries in the 
Univerfe. 

Another remarkable Circumftance relating to 
this celebrated River, is, that., according to the 
Teftimony of the Inhabitants, about the Beginning 
of Jmie^ and for the four following Months, 
that is, during the Time that the Inundation co- 
vers the Country, the North Eajl Wind blows 
conftantly, and keeping back the Waters which, 
otherwife would flow too fall, hinders them from 
difcharging themlelves into the Sea, the Way thi- 
ther being, in a manner, barred up, if we may ufe 
that Exprelfion, by thole VV inds. The Ancients 
have taken Notice of this remarkable Circum- 
ftance} and the great Julius Cafar had like to 
have been convinced of the Truth thereof to his 
Coll; when purfuing c Pompey into Egypt, after 
the Battle of 'Pharfalia, with a very linall Body 
of Forces, he found himfelf engaged in a dange- 
rous War with the Egyptians \ and expofed to 
the Fury of the tumultuous ard inlblcnt Alex- 
andrians ; at the fame Time that he was detain- 
ed within their City, by the continual blowing of 
the Elejian or North-Eaft Winds,, which: would 
not fuffcr his Velfels'to leave the Port of Alex- 
andria. 

The fame divine Providence, whofc Ways are 
as wonderful as unfearchable, and whofe Difpen- 
fations are infinitely various, difplay'd Its un- 
bounded Goodnefs and Almighty Power, after a 
quite different Manner in jPaleftiue, or the Holy 
Land-, by rendering it furprizingly fruitful, not 
by Rains which fell , during the whole Courfe of 
the Year, as it is ufual in other Countries, nor by 
a peculiar fertilizing Inundation- like that of the 
Nile, .but by fending hVd and certain Rains at 
two Hated Seafbns; and this only provifionally, 
on Condition of the Jfraelites being obedient to 
God, that^ they might be made more fenfible of 
their continual Dependancc upon him. The Al- 
mighty "himfelf informs them of this Difference, 
by the Mouth of Mofcs, to the End they might 
conftantly reflect upon it; and be conlcious that 
if they were afflicted with a Famine, their own 
Sins were the Occafion thereof; The Land whi- 
ther thou go eft in to poffe/s it, is not as the Land 
of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where thou 
Jowedjl thy Seed, and wateredft it with thy Foot, 
as a Garden of Herbs : But the Land whither 
ye go to poffe/s it is a Land of Hills and Valleys, 
ana drift ice th JVatcr of the Rain of Heaven. 
Dent. xi. 10, ii. Having thus prenitfed, God 
promifes to give them Ram in due Sealbn, the 

Jl 

th 

ens to (hut up the Heavens, and with-hold the 

Rain, 



.jiuiimcs iu give uiuiil xvuin in uue ocuioij, uic 

firft Rain, and the latter Rain, on Condition of 
heir Obedience; and, nt the lame Time, he threat- 
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Rain in Cafe of their Difobcdiencc. According- 
ly we fee in the Reign of Ahab, King of Ifraely 
the Jews were afflicted with a fevere Famine for 
three Years fuccelfively, on Account of their grofs 
Sins and Idolatry. 

It is hardly poflible for any Country to yield a 
more delightful ProfpecT:, than Egypt affords at two 
Scalbns of the Year, for which it is likewife indebt- 
ed to the Nile. For on attending a high Hill, or 
one of the largeft Pyramids, in the Months of July 
and Augujl, the Eye is entertained with the View 
of a vait Sea, out of which numberlefs Towns and 
Villages fcem to rife, with divers Caufeys leading 
from one Place to another : the whole beautified 
with Groves and Fruit-trees, whole Tops only can 
be feen, which renders it agreeable beyond Expref- 
fion. To make it yet more lb, this ProlpecT:^ is 
bounded with Mountains fhaded with Woods, which 
terminate the Horizon at a Diftance, and wherein 
the Eye loles itfelf with Plcafurc. On the contrary, 
in Winter, that is, in the Months of January and 
February, when it is Winter every where elfe, the 
whole Country feems one beautiful verdant Mea- 
dow, whole green Carpet, cnamell'd with Flowers, 
at once ravifhes the Sight, and delights the Smell 9 
whilft, on every Side, Flocks and Herds may be leen 
difperfed over all the Plain, with infinite Numbers 
of Husbandmen^ Gardeners, Shepherds, and Herdf. 
men. To add to the Charms of this Scene, the Air 
is then perfumed by the fweet Odours, ilfuing from 
vaft Quantities of Flowers, on the Orange and Le- 
mon Trees, which are then in Bloflbm ; befides this, 
it is fb pure, that it is hardly poflible to breath one 
more wholefome, or agreeable : Infbmuch that Na- 
ture, which is then in a manner dead in all other 
Climates, feems to be alive only in this delicious 
Abode ; and the "whole, to a Stranger, ufed to more 
Northern Countries, looks like Enchantment. 

Whilft we arc upon the Advantages which Egypt 
gained by the Nile, we mult by no means omit the 
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Canal, whereby there was a Communication opened 
between the Red Sea, and the Mediterranean ; as 
that was net one of the Ieaft Benefits which accrued 
to the Kingdom from that River. This DcHgn, 
according to fomc, was firft formed by Sefojh is , 
and according to others by 'Pfammeticns \ but whe- 
ther the one or the other begun the Work, Nechao, 
Succeflcr to the latter, laid out immenie Sums in it, 
and employed therein a vaft Number of Hands ; in- 
fomuch that it is faid, above a hundred and twenty 
thoufand Egyptians perifhed in the Undertaking : 
•*Tis added, that the Rcafon of his defifting from 
this Entcrprize, was., his being terrified by an 
Oracle, which told him it was opening a Door, for 
the Barbarians to enter and invade Egypt \ for 
the antient Egyptians, as well as the Greeks and 
Romans, gave that Name to all Foreign Nations. 
This great Work, however, was again taken in 
Hand by Dardus* the firft Egyptian Monarch of 
that Name, but he gave it over likewife, becauie he 
was told, that the Red Sea, lying higher than 
Egypt, muft neceffarily drown the whole Country. 
Notwithstanding all thcle Difcourageinents, the 
Canal was at Iaft finimcd under the 'Ptolomics, who 
kept it open or fhut, according as there was Occa- 
fion, by the means of Sluices ; in the fame Manner 
as that which kept open the Communication between 
the Nile, and the Lake of Mocris. It began from 
Delta, near the City of Bnbajlus; was a hundred 
Cubits, that is 15*0 Foot wide, fo that two VclTels 
might pais each other with Eafe, deep enougli to 
carry Ships of any Burthen ; and above a thouf;r.d 
Stadia, that is, above fifty Leagues in length. This 
Canal was of vaft Advantage for the promoting 
Trade ; but at prcfent it is in a manner quire hi led 
up, infbmuch that fcarcc any Remains thereof arc to 
be feen ; whether through the Indolence and Negli- 
gence of xhcTtirks, who arc at prclcnt in Poffefiion 
thereof, or from whatever other Caufc, we ill a 11 net 
pretend to determine. 
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f their early and wonderful 



Of the Manners and Cuftoms of the ancient Egyptians; 

grefs in mofi Kinds of Learning; of their Form oj Government ; of their excellent Me 
of Educating their Princes, and of adminifiring Juflice ; Of their admirable Laws • oj 
Privileges of their Pricfts, and of their Religion, Sec. 



HAving thus given fome Account of the Country 
in general, and whatever was curious or re- 
markable therein, we fiiail next proceed to treat of 
the Manners and Culloms of the Inhabitants: And 
certainly, in all prophanc Hiftory, wc muft meet with 
no People, whole Manners and Cuftoms better dc- 
fcrvc our Oblervation; fincc Egypt was always 
look'd upon, by the Antients in general, as the moft 
celebrated School for Wifdom and Politicks, and 
the Source from whence all Nations derived their 
Arts and Sciences \ God himfelf having given her a 
glorious Teftimony, by the Mouth of St. Stephen, 
when, in fpeaking of Mofes y he fays, he was learn- 
ed in all the IVifdom of the Egyptians; a Commen- 
dation to which nothing can be added. In EfFecTr, 
the Egyptians employ *d their nobleft Labours, and 
their line ft Arts on the Education of Mankind, and 
on cultivating their Minds : Accordingly, the Greeks 
being fenlible thereof, law without Regret, her 
grcatcft Men, as Homer, Pythagoras, and 'Plato, 



nay, even their grcatcft Law-givers, as Lycnrgns 
and Solon, with Numbers more, whom it is not 
nccclfary to name, travel into Egypt, there to 
finifti their Studies, and to draw from that Foun- 
tain, whatever was moft excellent in every Kind of 
Learning. 

The Egyptians were the firft Nation who rightly 
undcrftood the Rules of Government ; from a Gra- 
vity and Scrioufnels, natural to them, they diieerned, 
very loon, that the true End of Policy was to ren- 
der Life eafy, and the People happy. Accord- 
ingly, notwithstanding the Egyptian Crown was 
Hereditary, their Monarchs formed their Conduct, 
after a manner vaftly different, from that which is 
ufually obicrved by the Sovereigns of other King- 
doms; where the Prince generally makes his Will it 
Law, and the fole Rule, of all his Actions is his 
own Arbitrary Plcafurc. In Egypt it was not fo • 
Kings there were under greater Rcftraints from the 
Laws than the mcaneft of their Subjects. They 

had 
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had particular Rules prclcribcd them, which had 
been digefted into order by one of their Predecellbrs, 
and com poled Part of thole Books , -which were 
called fact ed by the Egyptians', infomuch that every 
Point of their Behaviour being fettled and regu- 
lated by anticnt Cuftom, they never endeavoured to 
Jive in any manner differently from their Anceftors. 

Neither any Slave, nor Stranger was admitted 
into the immediate Service of the Prince ; this Em- 
ployment being judged of too great Importance, to 
be intiulted with any other Perfons, than thole who 
were the moll diflinguiih'd by their Birth, and had 
received the molt excellent Education ; to the end 
that, as they had the Liberty of approaching his 
Perfon Day and Night, he might not hear any 
Thing, from Men lb qualified, which was unbe- 
coming the Royal Dignity ; nor have any Senti- 
ments inftiifd into him, but Inch as were noble and 
generous. Happy were it for Princes now-a-Days,, 
were the lame Conduct obferv'd towards them 1 
For, as Diodorus Sicnlus remarks very juftly, 
Kings are very fcldom lecn to fly into any vicious 
Excels, when they do not find, any of thole who ap- 
proach their Perfons, will either approve of their 
Irregularities, or Hoop to be the Mini Iters of their 
Pafiions : 'Tis to be feared the Coiutsof many Chrif- 
tiau Princes would be very thin, were all luch 
Pelts to be banifhcd thence, fince therein the whole 
Race of Sycophants, Flatterers, and opprelllve Mi- 
nifters would be included. 

What would be reckoned a prodigious Tyranny 
now-a-Davsj the Kings of Egypt furfercd, without 
the kail Uncafinefe, not only the Quality and 
Quantity of Victuals and Drink to be afTigncd; but 
even permitted all their Hours, and almolt every 
Aiiion of their Life lo be under the Regulation of 
the Laws. For lnftancc, at Break of Day, when 
the Mind is to be Hippos 'J to be molt difencumber'd 
from Cares, and the Thoughts moll clear, they read 
their L< tiers ; in order to form a more ju It Judg- 
ment of the Affairs which were to come under their 
Con lid era lion and Decifion. 



the Laws, and delivered with Gravity and Reve- 
rence before the Gods. After Prayers and Sacrifices 
were ended, the Counlels and Actions of great Men 
were read to the King, out of the iacred Books • 
that their Maxims might i nip re him with the Del ire 
of governing his Subjects conformable to them, 
and of maintaining thole Laws, which had render 'd 
his Predecellbrs and their People lo happy. 

We have already oblervcd, that the Kings of 
Egypt were limited by the Laws, both as to the 
Quantity and Quality of their Victuals and Drink. 
Accordingly their Table was not loaded with a 
Profulion of Dainties, which lerve only to enervate 
and vitiate the Mind, as is the Fafhion generally 
with molt modem Princes ; it was only covered 
with the moll: common Food, bccaule Eating and 
Drinking were never defigned in Egypt, to plcafe 
the Palate, and indulge alenlual Appetite, but only 
to fatisfy the Wants of ^Nature. In fhort, lb plain 
and temperate was the King J s Diet, that as < T>iodo- 
rns Skill tts juftly oMerves, any one would have 
ivv crn, the Rules by which his Servants were go- 
verned in providing it, had rather been the Direc- 



The next Thing, as 
loon as they were drefs'd, was to go to the Temple, 
and offer up their Devotions. There, fuTounded by 
their whole Court, and the Victims, which were daily 
laciiiiecd, being placed before the Altar, they aflift- 
cd at the Prayer, pronounced aloud by the Pontiff; 
wherein he implor'd of the Gods Health, and all 
ether B!ciTine;.s for their iSovcreign, becaufe he go- 
verned his People with Clemency and Jultice, and 
m ide the Laws of his Kingdom, the Rule and Stand- 
ard of his Actions. The Pontiff then cnter'd into 
a large Detail of his Virtues, and oblerv'd that he 
was religious to the Gods, and affable to Men ; that 
he was temperate, jult, magnanimous, Cnccre, an 
Enemy to Lies, liberal, and Malter of his PalTions, 
never pun i thin 5 lb much as Crimes defer ved, and 
yet rewarding Services beyond what any one could 
think tiiey merited. He next mentioned the Faults 
which Monarch* might happen to commit ; but, at 
the lame Time, luppoled that they were never 
guilty of any, but through Surprize or Ignorance; 
and leaded with Execrations thole Minilters, who 
t;ave them ill Couniel, and either fupprcfs'd or difl 
gni.s'd the Truth. Such was the Egyptian Method 
of inltilling Inlhuclion into their Sovereigns, and it 
was hardly nollible to* n vent a better ; it was thought 
that Repro.iclics would four their Tempers; and 
that the molt effectual Way to infpire them with 
the Love of Virtue, was to point out their Duty to 
them, in Pra ill's beituw'el ngieeably to the Scnlo of 



tions of f:me able Phyfician, who was particularly 
Irudious and careful of his Prince's Health, than 
the Dictates of any Lawgiver. The fame Simpli- 
city was vifiblc in all the King's other Expences: 
and we read in Tlntarcb, of a Temple at Thebes-, 
on one Side of whole Pillars was an Inleription, 
full of Imprecations againft the Monarch who had 
firft introduced Luxury, and cxpcnfivc Living into 
Egypt. 

The principal Duty of Princes, and the Virtue 
molt elTentially necelfary to their high Office, and 
wherein they molt rclemble the Almighty, is the 
doing Jultice to all Men. Accordingly, the Kings 
of Egypt apply'd thcmfelves particularly to the 
Difehargeof this Duty; being fully perfuaded, that 
not only the Repole of private Perfons, but the 
Happinefs of the State depended upon this Care ; 
fince the Kingdom would rather be a Sanctuary for 
licenfed Robbers, than a well governed State ; were 
the Weak to be without Protection, whilft the Rich 
were fupportcd, by their Wealth and Credit, in the 
Commifiion of all Manner of Crimes and Outrages, 
with Impunity. 

To the End, therefore, that Juflice fhould be 
exactly and impartially adminiftered, thirty Judges 
wereieledtcd out of the principal Cities, in order to 
form a Body, fit to determine the Affairs of the 
whole Kingdom. This we fuppofe to have been 
the dernier Rejbrt^thc highclt Court of Judicature, 
from which there was no Appeal, like the Honfi 
of Lords with us; for it is not to be imagined, but 
there were inferior Judges to adminiftcr Jultice in 
every Province, fince other wife it mult have been 
highly inconvenient, not to fay intolerable, lor the 
meaner fort of* People to be obliged always tore- 
pair to the Capital, for the Red rels of any Grievance, 
or the Recovery of any Debts. The King in fil- 
ling up the Vacancies, which happened from Time 
to Time, among the Judges j chofe Men who had 
the belt Reputation for their Honelty, and Integrity, 
and placed at their Head the Perlbn who was the 
molt diltinguifhed for his Knowledge in the Laws, 
and for his Zeal for the Adminillration of J nil ice, 
and who was, at the lame Time, the Ihft in the 

Efteem of the Publick. 

Each of iheie Ma^iltrateshad a handfome Income 
affigncd hint, by tlie Royal Hounty ; to the l'nd 
chat not being incumbered with Domeltick Cares, 
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they might apply their whole Time to the feeing 
the Laws put in Execution ; and being thus ho- 
nourably fubfifted by the Prince's Generality, they 
adrainiftered Juftice Gratis to the People in general, 
•who have a natural Right to it, and amongll whom 
it ought to have a free Circulation : And indeed 
the Poor have in fbme Meafure, a better Ti- 
tle to the due Difpenfation of Juftice than the 
Rich, becaufe the helplefs Condition of the former, 
expofes them to the Wealthy, and therefore calls 
loudly for the Protection of the Laws ; whilft the 
latter find a ftrong Support within themlclves. 

As nothing is more likely to captivate the Fa- 
vour of the Audience, and dazzle the Eyes of the 
Underftanding, by moving the Pallions, than the 
infidious Glare of falfe Eloquence, the Egyptian 
Judges were jultly apprehenfive of its dangerous 
and powerful Influence j therefore, in order to guard 
againft Surprize, all Affairs were tranfected in their 
Afiemblies, by Writing- The Truth could not be 
laid open with too much Plainnels, as that alone was 
to have the Sway, and direct their Judgment ; be- 
caufe neither the Rich nor the Poor, the Powerful nor 
the Weak, the Learned nor the Ignorant, could find 
any other Relief or Security, but therein. The 
Prefident of this auguft AfTembly, wore about his 
Neck, a Collar of Gold, enrich'd with precious 
Stones ; from which hung down a Figure without 
Eyes, the proper Emblem of Truth, which was to 
prevail in all their Determinations. When the Pre- 
fident put on this Collar, the Aflembly underftood 
it as the Signal to enter upon Bufinefi.; and after 
an Affair was ducuflcd, the Prefident palled Sen- 
tence, in Favour of the Party who had Juftice on 
his Side, and confequently was to fucceed in his 
Caufe, by applying or holding out the Image to- 
wards him ; which was as much as to fay, Thou 
haft the Truth on thy Side 7 and was the ufual Form 
of giving Judgment. 

Authors have obferved, that what was molt ex- 
cellent, they might have added uncommon, in the 
Egyptian Government, beyond all others, was that 
every individual Pcrfon, grew up from his Infancy, 
in a firm Refolution to conform to the Laws \ and 
this thole Authors afcribc to the Excellency of thofe 
Laws : But whether it is not as much or more to 
be attributed to the excellent natural Bent of the 
People, we think may very well admit of Difpute j 
fince the mod excellent Laws will avail very little, 
towards inclining People to obey them, if they are 

not naturally dilpofed thereto ; as is evident from 
the Act againft Bribery and Corruption, than which 

a better cannot be calculated, for the Welfare of the 
Kingdom in general ; and yet than which no one is 
more generally eluded. We think, therefore, this 
rclblvcd Adherence of the Egyptians to the Laws, 
ought more juftly to be aferibed, to the admirable 
Difpofition of the People in general, than the Ex- 
cellence of the Laws themlclves \ but, however 
that be, certain it is, that the Introduction of a new 
Cuftom into Egypt was a Prodigy; that every Thing 
ran on there in the old Channel ; and the Exact neis 
with which Points of little or no Importance were 
conformed to, contributed very much to the due Ob- 
iervancc of thofe of greater Moment. And to this 
alone, in a great • Meafure, it was owing, that the 
Egyptians might boaft, that their Laws and Cuftoms 
were oblcrvcd for a greater Length of Time, or, in 
other Words, that their ancient Conftitution Hourifh- 

ed longer in full Vigour, than that of any other Na- 
tion. 
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Wilful Mtirther was irrcmiffibly punifhed with 
Death, whatever the Condition of the murthered 
Pcrfon was, whether he was a free Man or a Slave; 
and herein the Equity and Humanity of the Egyp- 
tian Laws, had vifibly the Advantage over thole of 
the Romans • whofc Practice it was, to leave the Life, 
or Death of the Slave, abfoluteiy at the Difpofal 
of the Maftcr ; a Cuftom lb inhuman, that it is fur- 
prizing how it could obtain lb long amongft lb gene- 
rous a People ! Since it muft be evident to any one. 
how unfit a Judge an inccnled Mafter was, to dii- 
pole abfoluteiy of the Life or Death of his helplefs 
Slave. ^ Of this we have a flagrant Inftance, in the 
Barbarity of a rich Roman Senator, we think, Vedius 
'PolliOy who having a Pond that abounded with 
Lampreys, a Filh whereof the Romans were very 
fond, uied whenever any of his Slaves difpleafed 
him, to order them to be thrown to the Lampreys. 
Accordingly, one Night, when he had invited the 
Emperor Anguftus to Supper, a Slave happened to 
fall, and break a China, or Porcelain Dilh, on which 
that Senator let a great Value \ whereupon, without 
any Remorfe, though the Fault was involuntary, 
and fo trifling, the inhuman Mafter condemned 
him to the uiual Punifhmcnt: But the poor Offen- 
der, breaking loofe from thofe who were going to 
feize him, ran into the Room where Attgnftns was, 
and throwing himfclf at the Emperor's Feet, begg'd 
he might be fentenccd to any other Death, but that 
of being devoured by Lampreys. Hereupon, that 
Prince inquiring into his Offence, and finding it was 
no more than his unfortunately Humbling, and 
breaking a Dim made of fuch brittle Ware, not only 
ordered the Slave to be forgiven \ but commanded 
all the remainder of the Dimes, fo highly valued, to 
be broken, and the Pond to be filled up ; that nei- 
ther the one might be an Occafion of provoking the 
Senator afrclh, nor the other be made fubfervient 
to his Barbarity. A very juft and well judged Sen- 
tence I The Emperor Adrian afterwards abolifhed 
that inhuman Law; rightly judging that an Enor- 
mity of this Nature ought to be reformed, of how 
long Handing foe vcr its Antiquity, or Authority might 
have been. 

Perjury was likewife capitally punifhed, becaufe 
it attack'd both the Gods, whole Majefty was tram- 
pled upon, by calling them as WitnefTcs to a falfe 
Oath ; and Men in breaking the ftrongell Cement of 
human Society, which is Sincerity and Honefty ; in- 
fbmuch that it muft have been of the moft dan- 
gerous and pernicious Confequcncc to have fufflad 
it to elcape without Impunity. 

The Calumniator or falfe Witnefs was condemn'd, 
without Mercy, to undergo the fame Punifhmcnt as 
the Pcrfon accufed was to have fuffered, had the 
Accufation been legally proved. A Law highly 
juft, and fit to be copied after by all Nations what- 
foevcr ; befides that, it is exactly confonant to the 
Laws of God. 

If any Pcrfon was unjuftly attacked, and another, 
who faw it, neglected, or refuted to lave him, when 
it was in his Power lb to do, the Pcrfon lb neglecting to 
refcue his Fellow -Sub) eel, was punilhed with the 
Rigour of an Airaffin. But if it was not poflible to 
relieve the unfortunate Pcrfon, the Author of the 
Violence wa9 at leaft to be profecuted, and the Pcr- 
fon who neglected this Duty was to incur a certain 
Penalty. An excellent Law, whereby the Subjects 
were made a continual Guard and Protection to 
each other; and the whole .Body of the Commu- 
nity were united againft the Deligns of wicked Men. 
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We fhall only obferve farther thereupon, that it was 
impofliblefor a Highwayman, or Banditti, to have 
efcaped long unpuniftiedin Egypt \ finceany Perlbn 
who had feen him in the Commiffion of his Vil- 
lainies, and had meanly fneak'd out of the Way, 
when he might, by a brave Refiftanc.e, have iaved 
his Fellow- Subject; and been inftrupncntal to the 
Punifhment of the Villain j would have been looked 
upon as little better than one of his Accomplices, 
and been punilhed accordingly. 

Another excellent Maxim in the Egyptian Go- 
vernment was, that no Man was by any means fuf- 
fcred to be ufelcls, or, which is the fame thing, a 
Burthen to the State. Every particular Pcribn was 
obliged to enter his Name, and Place of Abode, in 
a publick Regilter, which was to remain in the 
Hands of the M.igiftratesj and wherein he declared 
his ProfeiTion, and in what manner, and how he 
lived. To prevent any one's impofing upon the 
Magiftrate herein, whoever gave in a falfe Account 
of himfelf, in any of thefe Relpe&s, his Impofture 
was punifhed with immediate Death. 

To prevent the borrowing of Money, which is 
the Parent of Sloth, Frauds, Chicane and Injuftice, 
or, at leaf!, not repaying it when borrowed, King 
AJycbis enacted a very judicious Xaw, wherein he 
furpafs'd, in Prudence, the wifell and beft governed 
and equitable States. The Republicks of Athens 
and Rome, not to mention ieveral others, met with 
infuperable Difficulties in contriving a juft: Mean to 
reftrain, on one Hand, the Cruelty of the Creditor 
in exacting what he had lent, and on the other 
to punifh the Knavery of the Debtor, who either 
refufed or neglected to pay his juft Debts. The 
Egyptians took a wife Courfc in this Refped; and 
without doing any Injury to the perfonal Liberty of 
their Citizens, or ruining their Families, purfued 
all knavifti Debtors, with perpetual Fears of Infa- 
my for their Diftionefty. It is well known what a 
prodigious Regard the Egyptians paid to the Bo- 
dies of their dead Relations, in embalming them 
with great Care, and relpeclfully keeping them in 
Sepulchres made for that Purpoie, if they were rich 
enough, or ellc in their Houfes, for many Ages. 
It was upon this Obfervation King Afycbis founded 
his Law ; whereby no one was permitted to borrow 
any Money j without leaving with his Creditor the 
Body of his Father for his Security; which being 
embalmed, as has been obferv'd before, was eafily 
to be rcmov'd from one Place to another. But then 



it was reckoned equally impious, and infamous, not 
to redeem ib precious a Pledge; and the Man who 
died without having difchargM this Duty, was not 
only denied the cuftomary Honours paid to the 
Dead, and to be deprived of Burial, either in his 
Father's Sepulchre, or any other; but whilft he 
lived, he was not allowed to bury any Pcribn de- 
fcended from him ; ib that, by this means, the whole 
Sepulchre of the Debtor was in the Power of the 
Creditor. 

Whilft wc are upon this Head, it may not be 
amils to remark, that THodorus oblerves a great 
Fa liU, whereof ibme Grecian Legiflators were guilty, 
in the making of their Laws. They prohibited, 
for inftancc,the fcizing, for the Satisfaction of Debts, 
upon Hories, Carts, and other Inftrumcnts of Hul- 
bandry, employed by Countrymen in the Tilling 
of their Grounds, bceaufe tliey rightly judged it in- 
human to reduce thole poor Men, by this means, 
not only to an Impofllbity of dilcharging thole 



Debts, but even of getting; a Maintenance : But, at 
the fame Time, inconfiftently with this human and 
reafonable Precaution, they permitted the Creditor 
to imprifon the Countrymen thennelves, who alone 
were capable of ufing thefc Implements; which not 
only expos 'd them to the lame, or worfe Straits, but 
deprived the Commonwealth of Citizens 3 who be- 
longed thereto, who were necellary to it, who la- 
bour'd for the publick Benefit, and over whofe Per- 
£bn no {ingle Man has any Right. What would 
the fame Author have laid, had he feen us in Eng- 
land, not only feizeupon all a Farmer's Inftrumcnts 
of Husbandry, but upon all the Stock that is on his 
Farm, whether confirming in Corn or Cattle, with 
all the Goods in his Houfe, and not content there- 
with, lay the poor Man himfelf in Jail, and there 
leave him to perilh, though the Creditor, and every 
Body elfe, is convinced that he is abfolutcly inca- 
pable of paying any more ! Would he not have 
laid we were more favage than the worft of Sa- 
vages. And yet, how many Inftanccs of fuch 
mercilefs Cruelty have been feen, and are daily 
committed, amongft People who fallly call themfelvcs 
Chriftians J 

The Generality of the Egyptians were indulged 
in the Liberty of Polygamy, or the having many 
Wives; this Indulgence, however, did not extend 
to the Pricfts, who were not permitted to marry 
more than one Woman : And to prevent, in fome 
Meafure, the Injuftice which might arife from the 
permitting this Multiplicity of Wives, by treating 
the Children of the one with more Favour than 
thofe of the others, when once a Man had taken 
a Woman to Wife, whatever her Condition was 
before, whether fhe was free or a Slave, her Chil- 
dren were all deemed free, and legitimate, and 
confequently were entitled to their Share of their 
Father's Subftance. 

One Cuftom, however, relative to this Head, 
which was practifed amongft: the Egyptians, mews 
the profound Darknefs, into which Nations, the 
moft celebrated for WifcJom, have been plunged. 
This was the Intermarriages of Brothers with 
their Sifters, which were not only authorifed by 
their Laws, but were even, in a manner, made a 
Part of their Religion j having their Sanction from 
the Example and Practice of OJir is and Ifis 9 the 
two Deities the moft antiently, and moft univerfally 
adored in Egypt, 

No People fliewed a more particular Reipcft and 
Veneration for old Age than the Egyptians \ the 
younger being obliged to rife to the more antient, 
and torcfign the Place of Honour to them, upon 
all Occafions : It was from this Country the Spar- 
tans adopted the Law, which paid the fame Ho- 
nour to grey Hairs. 

But the Virtue which was held in the grcatcfl: 
Eftcem amongft the Egyptians^ was Gratitude, or 
an Acknowledgment of Favours and Benefits re- 
ceived : The Glory which lias been given them of 
being the moft grateful of all Men, fliews evi- 
dently that they were likewife the moft ferviceable; 
Benefits being the Bond of Concord, whether Publick 
or Private. They who acknowledge Favours, 
love to return them; and Ingratitude being once 
banifhed, the Pleailirc of doing Good is ib pure, fo 
much without any Allay, and has lb many Charms, 
that it is impoflible, not to be fenfible thereof. But 
there was not any Sort of Gratitude which gave the 
Egyptians ib plcafmg a Satisfaction, as that which 

they 
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they paid to their Sovereigns : They honour'd 
their Monarchs, whillt living, as fo many vifible 
Reprcfentations of the Deity, and, at their Deaths, 
they mourned for them as the Fathers of their 
Country. Thefe Sentiments of Tcndernefs and 
Refpect, proceeded from their having imbibed a 
ftrong Perfuafion, that it was the Gods themfelves 
who had placed them upon the Throne, and given 
them fb diftinguilhed a Preference to all other 
Mortals \ as alio, that Kings were inverted with 
the nobleft and grcateft of Characters, as the Will 
and Power of doing Good to others were united in 

their Perfbns. 

The next in Rank to the Kings, in Egypt, were 
the Priefts., whofe Privileges and Revenues were 
very great. Their Lands were exempted from all 
Sorts of I m pods, of which fome Traces may be 
feen in Genefts xlvii. 26. where it is faid, And 
Jofeph made it a Law over the Land of Egypt 
nnto this Day, that Pharaoh ffjonld have the fifth 
Tarty except the Land of the 'Priefts > which be- 
came not Pharaoh's. Wc fee alfo there verfe 22, 
that during the feven Years Famine, they were 
farther exempted from the Neceflity of felling their 
Lands, by having a Maintenance afligned them, im- 
mediately from the King. Only the Lands of the 
'Priefts bought he not $ for the Tr'tefts had a Tor- 
tion affigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat their 
Tort ion which Pharaoh gave them \ wherefore they 
fold not their Lands. Had their Lands only been 
exempted from Impofts, that, probably., could not 
have prevented their being obliged to lell ibme 
Part of them, during lb long a Famine as (even 
Years \ but, to favc them from that Neceffity, we 
fee here, that they had a Maintenance allowed them 
immediately from Pharaoh, a Circumftance, which 
in a Time of fuch general Calamity, Ihews in what 
great Confederation, they were ; and, as if they had, 
even fo early as then, had the Art of inftilling into 
People the Notion, that there was Ibmething iacred, 
inherent not only in their Perfons, but in their Pro- 
perties, and that it was no lefs than Sacrilege to 
mcddle'with cither : A Doctrine which moll Priefts 
would gladly propagate at prelent, but which j thank 
Heaven, few are ib credulous as to believe. 

To return from whence we have digreffed j the 
King ufually honoured the Egyptian Priefts with 
the greateft Share in his Confidence and Govern- 
ment ; and that for a very good Rcafon, becaufe 
they had a better Education confer'd upon them, 
were furnifhed with clearer Lights, and above all, 
were more firmly devoted to the King's Pcrfon, and 
the publick Welfare, than any of the reft of his 

Subjects. They were at once the Depofitaries of 
Religion and the Sciences j and to this they were 

indebted for the great Refpect mown them both by 
Natives and Foreigners; by whom they were equally 
contulted, about whatever was molt facred in the 
Myftcrics of Religion, and moft profound and oc- 
cult in the Sciences. 

The Egyptians pretend, that they were the firlt 
who inftitutcd Fcltivals, and Procefllons in Honour 
of the Gods; amongft the reft, one was celebrated 
in the City of Bubafius, to which People reforted 
from all Parts of Egypt \ infomuch that fo great 
was the Concourfe, that above feventy thoufand 
Perfons have been feen there at a time, belides Chil- 
dren.^ Another Fcftivat, calfd the Feaft of Light s, 
was lolenjni/.cd at the City of Sais \ and thole Pcr- 
ibns, whofe Affairs would not iliffcr them to go thi- 



ther, were obliged to fct up Lights in their Win- 
dows, throughout all Egypt. 

As to their Sacrifices - 7 various Animals were of- 
fered up therein, according to the different Provinces 
where the Ceremony was performed j- but one com- 
mon and general Rite was obferved in all the Sa- 
crifices whatlbever ; which was, the Impofition of 
Hands upon the Head of the Victim, and loading 
it at the fame time with Imprecations, praying the 
Gods to divert upon the Victims, whatever Calami- 
ties might be impendent over Egypt. It v/as to 
this Country ^Pythagoras was indebted, for his fa- 
vourite ^ Doctrine of the Metemp/jc/jofis, or the 
Tranfinigration of Souls from one Body to another. 
The Egyptians believed, that as foon as a Man 
died, his Soul underwent a fore of Judgment, and 
that according as he had behaved himlelf in this 
World, his Soul was either permitted to re-animate 
another human Body, or was condemned to be im- 
prilbned in the Body of that Bealt, whole Nature 
was molt correfpondent to his Actions whilft upon 
Earth ; for inftance, the Tyrant's in that of a Wolf, 
or a Tyger; the Drunkard's in that of a Swine; 
and the ienfual Letcher's in that of a Goat, £*>r. 
there to expiate and make Atonement for its part 
Tranfgreffions ; and that after a Revolution of 

three thoufand Years, it again animated a human 
Body. 

The Priefts had in their Poffeffton the facred Vo- 
lumes, wherein were contained, at large, the Prin- 
ciples of Government, and the Myfteries of Divine 
VVorlhip. Both were commonly concealed under 
Symbols and Emblems • which rendered Truth more 
venerable, when lhadowed under thefe myfterious 
Veils, and excited the Curiofity to pry therein the 
more ftrongly. The Figure of Harpocrates, in the 
Egyptian Sanctuaries, with his Finger upon his 
Mouth, teemed to infinuate; that fuch Myfteries 
were inclolcd therein, as were by no means fit to 
be permitted to the Infpection, and Dilcovery of 
the whole World j and the Figures of a Sphinx \ 
which were placed at the Entrance of all Temples, 
gave the fame Intimation. Every one knows that 
Pyramids, Obelisks, Pillars, Statues, in a word, all 
the publick Monuments of the Egyptians^ were 
ufually adorned with Hieroglyphicks ; that is, fym- 
bolical Writings, either exprefs'd in Characters un- 
known to the Vulgar, (and called, perhaps, for this 
Reafon, facred , Letters) or reprefented under the 
Figures of Animals, under which a hidden and pa- 
rabolical Meaning was couch'd. Thus, the Figure 
of a Hare, fignified a lively piercing Attention, be- 
caufe the Scnle of hearing is exceeding quick In 
that Creature ; and the Statue of a Perfon without 
Hands, and with Eyes fix'd upon the Ground, re- 
prefented him who was to difchargc the Office of a 
Judge. In Ihort, it would require a whole Volume 
to treat fully of all the fcveral Parts of the Reli- 
gion of the Egyptians ; wherefore wc fhall con- 
fine ourlclves to the two principal Articles thereof, 
which are, the different Deities worlhipped by them, 
and their particular Manner of treating their dead 
Bodies. 



As to the firft of thefe Articles, never were any 
Nation more fupcrftitious than the Egyptians ; they 
had an infinite Number of Deities, of" different Or- 
ders and Degrees, which fliall not be enumerated 
by us, becauiethey have more relation to fabulous 
Story, than true Hiitory. The two which were 
the molt univerfally adored, were OJiris and ///>, 

which 
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which have generally been thought to be the Sun 
and Moon ; and indeed, the Rife of Idolatry was 
owing, in all Probability, to the Worlhip of thole 
two glorious Luminaries. Nor is this at all fiir- 
prizing - 7 for as the Belief of a Supreme Being is 
imprinted in the Minds of all Men, by the Light 
of Nature, excluiive of Divine Revelation \ what 
could feem to them fo worthy of Adoration, as 
thole two refplcndent Planets, from whofe benign 
Influence, iubordinately to their great Creator, they 
derive all earthly Bleflings ! 

Bcfides two fuperior Deities, the Egyptians paid 
divine Honours to variety of Beafts, as the Ox, the 
'Dog, the IVolf, the Hawk, the Crocodile, the Ibis, 
the Cat, the Ichneumon, cum mult is alt is. Many 
of thefe Creatures were only the Obje&s of the Su- 
perflation of ibme particular Town ; inlbmuch that 
whilft one City made one Sort of Animals the Ob- 
jects of their Worlhip, their next Neighbours fre- 
quently held them in the utmoft Abomination ; nor 
was this any wonder, fince the one perhaps worlhip- 
ped the fworn Enemy to the others Divinity, as the 
Ichneumon is to the Crocodile. This, one may 
eaGly imagine, muft necelTarily be the Source of 
continual Wars between Towns fo differing in 
their Worlhip ; and thele DifTcnfions were probably 
kept up, by the miftaken Policy of Ibme of their 
Kings, who, to deprive them of the Opportunity, 
or Means, of confpiring againfl: the State, amufed 
them with religious Quarrels, and fomented the 
Spirit of Dilcord amongft them : A fa lie Policy 
which has been too much followed by modem 
Princes I We call this a falfe and miftaken Policy, 
becaule it is dire&ly contrary to the true Intereft of 
Government} whole chief Aim ought to be, to 
unite all its Members in the ftri&eft Ties, and 
dilplay its whole Strength in the perfect Harmony 
of all its constituent Parts, that it may be able 
to exert itlelf with the more Vigour, upon any 
Emergency. 

As numerous as the Gods of the Egyptians were, 
each Town or Diftricfc were very zealous for the Ho- 
nour of their refpedti ve Deities. Among// us, lays Ci- 
cero, it is by no means Jlrange, or n ncorntnon, to fee 
Temples robbed, and the Statues of the Gods taken 
away; but it was never heard in Egypt, that 
any ^Per/on ever abujed a Crocodile, an Ibis, or a 
Cac \ her Sons would have fnffered the utmoft Tor- 
?nents, rather than they would have been guilty of 
fuch a Sacrilege. It was Death for any Perfon to 
kill any one of thefe Animals defignedly ; nay, 
which is more, whoever happened to kill an Ibis, 
or a Cat, whether defignedly or not, was lure to 
meet with the fame Punilhment. Of this c Diodorns 
S/culus gives us a remarkable Inftancc, whereof he 
was himlelf an Eye-witncfs, during his Rcfidence 

in ' gypt. A Roman happened inadvertently and 
undesignedly to kill a Cat, of which the People 
being informed, they ran in a furious Rage to his 
Houle, and ll-izcd upon him and neither the Au- 
thority of the King, who immediately detached a 
Body of his Guards to his Relief; nor the Terror of 
the Roman Name, were liiflicient to refcuc the un- 
fortunate Offender. Nay, inch was the Refpecl; 
which the Egyptians had for thefe Animals, that 
once, when there was an extreme Famine, they 
choie to eat one another, rather than to lay Hands 
upon thefe pretended Divinities. Could there be 
a more flagrant Inllance of monftious Folly and 
Supcrltition ! 



But of all the Animals to whom the Egypti- 
ans paid divine Worlhip, none could come in 
Competition with the Bull Apis, called by the 
Greeks, Epaphus. They went lb far as to creel 
magnificent Temples to him, wherein they paid 
him the moft extraordinary Honours j but which 
is yet more abfurd., notwithftanding their Reve- 
rence to him proceeded fo far during his Life, it 
fell vaftly fhort of that which was lhewn him after 
his Death. All the Egyptians in general went 
into Mourning for him , and his funeral Oblequies 
were celebrated, with a Pomp which is hardly cre- 
dible ; inlbmuch, that under the Reign of *Ptolomy 
Lagus, the Bull Apis, dying of old Age, the 
Funeral Charges, excluiive of the ordinary Rxpcnce^ 
amounted to above fifty thoufand Crowns. c Pliny 
leems to contradict this laft: Circumftance, of the 
Bull's dying of old Age; for he alTures us, that he 
was not allowed to exceed a cerrain Number of 
Years ; and that when he had reach'd that Term, 
he was put to Death, by drowning him in the 
Priefts Fountain. This, however, if true, makes 
the Abfurdity of their exceflive Mourning, and the 
prodigious jbxpence for his Funeral ftill greater^ 
that they Ihould mourn fo much, and be at fuch im- 
menfe Charges, for what they had occafioncd them- 
felves. 

After the laft Honours had been paid to the de- 
ceas'd God, their next Care was to provide him a 
Succeflbr, and they fearched all Egypt over for 
that Purpofe. He was known by certain Marks, 
which diftinguifiYd him from all others : He was to 
have a white Spot, in the Form of a Crcfcent upon 
his Forehead ; the Figure of an Eagle upon his 
Back ; and that of a Beetle upon his Tongue. 
When he was founds the Mourning gave Way to 
Joy; nothing was to be heard of but Feafts and 
Rejoicings all over Egypt; the new God was con- 
ducted to Memphis, to take Pollellion of his new 
Dignity, and he was inftall'd with a great Number 
of Ceremonies. One of thefe Brute Deities had 
but a ftiort Enjoyment of his Divinity ; for Catn- 
byjes, as will be leen hereafter, on his .Return from 
his unfortunate Expedition againfl: the Ethiopians, 
finding all Memphis full of Tranlports of Joy, and 
believing it occafioncd by his ill Succefs, (as being 
conicious that he had render'd himlelf excelfively 
odious to them by his Barbarity,) order'd the Ma- 
gistrates before him, and demanded the Rcalbn of 
thefe great Rejoicings ; and upon their telling him, 
it was becaufe they had found their God Apis, he 
would not believe them, but falling into a Rage, 
caulcd them to be put to Death, as Impoftors, 
who infulted him in his Misfortunes. He then fent 
for the Priefts, who made him the fame Anfwcr; 
upon which he replied, that fince their God was fo 
condefcending, and familiar, as to appear amongft 
them, he would himlelf be acquainted with him, 
wherefore he commanded him to be forthwith brought 
into his Pretence. Tin's being done, when, in It cad of 
any Object that could command Refpecl:, and rclem- 
bled the Majcfty of aGod,hcfaw nothing but a Calf, 
or young Bull, lie was aftonilhcd to the laft Degree; 
and falling again into a Rage, he drew his Sword, 
and wounded the poor Beafl therewith in the *Thigh : 
Then reproaching the Priefts for their Stupidity, in 
worshipping a Beafl: as a God, ordcr'd them to be 
levcrcly whtpp'd ; and commanded all the Egypti- 
ans in Memphis, that were found celebrating the 
Feftival of Apis, to be immediately flain. The 
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wounded and deified Brute was conduit cd back to 
his Temple, where he languifhcd for ibme Time, 
and then died of his Hurt. 

It is cafy to perceive that the Golden Calf, made 
by Aaron, in the Abfcnce of Mofes, and worihipped 
by the IJraelites^ near Mount Sinai , was the Ef- 
fect of their long Abode in Egypt, and was an Imi- 
tation of their God Apis : As were alfo thofe, 
which were afterwards let up by Jeroboam, in Be- 
thel and 'Dan, the two Extremities of the Kingdom 
of Ifracl. 

But the Egyptians carried their Folly ftill to a 
greater Excels, for which they became defer vedly 
the Derifion even of the Heathens themfelves : Not 
contented with worfhipping an infinite Number of 
Idols, and almoft all manner of Brute Bcafts, as we 
have already obferved, they puttied their Extrava- 
gance fo far, as even to afcribe a Divinity to the 
Fruits of their Gardens. For this they arc ingeni- 
oully fatyrized by the Roman Poet. 

Qnis nefcit, Volufi Bythinice, qnalia dement 
jKgyptus Portent a colit ? Crocodilon adorat 
2>ars hac , ilia pavet faturam Serpen tib us Ibim. 
Effigies facri nitet aurea Ccrcopithcci, 
tDimidio magic <£ re fonant nbi Mcmnonc Chorda, 
At que vet us Thebc centum jacet obruta port is ; 
lllic caruleosj hie pifcem tluminis, illic 
Oppida tota Canem venerantur, nemo Dianam. 
Torrum 6> Cape 7iefas "uiolare, ac fraugere morjit. 
O fantl;as Ge?ites, quibns hac nafcuntnr, in Hortis 7 
Numina ! Juvenal. 

Thus Englifh'd,^ we think, by our ingenious Coun- 
tryman, Mr. Dry den. 



What 



J\\o has not heard, where Egypt's Rcalrm are nam'd, 
/hat Mon Her- Gods, her frantick Sons have irum'd? 
Here Ibis gorg'd with well-grown Serpents, there 
The Crocodile commands religious Fear: 
Where Memnoiis Statue magick Strings infpirc, 
With vocal Sounds, that emulate the Lyre, 
And Thebes, fuch Fate, arc thy cliftfixous Turns ! 




To Godfljip, here,, blue Triton* sjcaly Herd, 
The River Progeny is there preferrM : 
Through Towns Diana?, Power neglected lies, 
Where to her Dogs a 1 pi ring Temples ril'e : 
And fliould you Leeks, or Onions eat, no Time 
Would expiate the facri legious Crime :, 
Religious Nations fun.', and blelt Aboiles \ 
Where ev'ry Orchard is o'cr-run with God3. 

It is amazing to the laft Degree, to fee a Nation, 
more opinionated of its own Wifdom and Learning 
than any other whatlbcvcr, and which indeed was 
the Fountain from whence the nnticnt Greeks and 
Romans derived all their Knowledge in the Sciences, 
abandon itfclf lb ftupidly to the moft grols and ri- 
diculous Supcrftitions. In Effect, to read of Ani- 
mals, and vile Inlctts, honoured with religious 
Worfhip, placed in Temples, and provided for, not 
only with Care, but .at an extravagant Expence, 
which amounted, as ^Diodorns afTures us, in his 
Time to no lefs than a hundred thoufancl Crowns ; 
to read, that whoever kill'd them were lure to he 
punifliM with Death ; and that they were embalm'd 
and depoiited in Tombs afligncd them by the pub- 
lick ; to read that this Extravagance was carried fo 
Jar, as to acknowledge Leeks and Onions as Deities, 
to invoke them in Cafes of Neceflity, and depend 



upon them for Succour and Protection j is what any- 
one, at this Diftance of Time, can hardly believe \ 
and neverthelels it is confirmM by the Testimony of 
all Antiquity, that the Egyptians were really guil- 
ty of thefe incredible Extravagances. On entering, 
fays Luc/an, into a magnificent Temple, that daz- 
zles the Sight with the Splendor of its Gold and 
Silver, and looking about there attentively, for the 
Deity, who is the Object of the People's Adoration, 
the Eye is cheated with a Stork, or a Cat-, a fine 
Emblem, continues that Author, of too many Pa- 
laces, whole Malters are by no means t/ieir brighten*: 
Ornaments. This jufl and latyrical Remark of 
Luc i an 1 s j however, well it might be verified in his 
Time, has been as well verified in latter Asses; 
when never more magnificent Palaces were feen, 
the Fruits of Corruption and Iniquity, and never 
fewer Peribns worthy to pollcls them. 

Various Rcnlbns have been affigncd for the Wor- 
fhip paid to Animals by the Egyptians \ the firft 
of which is entirely fabulous: It being pretended, 
that the Gods, when a Rebel Hon was rais'd againfb 
them by the Titans, thole Gigantiek Sons of the 
Earth, rctir'd into Egypt, and conceaPd then; Gives 
there under the Forms ot different Sous of Animals ; 
and that this gave Birth to the Worlhip which was 
afterwards paid to thofe Animals. 

The lecond Reafbn afljgned for the Adoration of 
thefe Animals, is the Benefit which accrue > to Man- 
kind from each of them j Oxen were ierviceable to 
them by their Labour j Sheep by their VVcol and 
their Milk; and Dogs by their Ufefulnels in Hunt- 
ing, and Guarding their Houlcs; from whence their 
God Anubis was reprcfented with a Do^'s Head : 
The Ibis, a Bird, very much rcfembling a Sork, 
or a Crane, was worlhipp-M, becaufe it put to liighe 
the winged Serpents, with which Egypt would 
otherwile have been grievoufiy inlefltd ; the C; g- 
codile, an amphibious Creature, living equally upon 
Land or Water, of a prodigious Size, (as bemy; 
above ieventeeu Cubits or tight Yards and a hair' 
long, according to Herodotus,') and endued with a 
liirprifing Strength anlvverable thereto, was deiiled, 
becaufe it defended Egypt from the Incurfions of 
the wild Arabs-, as was the Ichneumon, a Sort of 
Water-Rat, becaufe it prevented the too great In- 
crease of the Crocodiles, which othcrwifc might 
have proved fatal to the Egyptians themlclvcs. 
This ihiall Bcalr, the iworn Enemy to that mon- 
llrotis Animal, renders this Service to the Country 
thefe two Ways; firft, it watches when the Cro- 
codile is a blent, and breaks its Eggs, though it 
never eats them. Secondly, when the Crocodile 
lleeps upon the Banks of the Nilc y which it al- 
ways does with its Mouth open, this nimble little 
Creature., which lies concealed in the Mud, leaps 
with one Spring into the Mouth, and getting down 
to its Intrails, gnaws a PalTage both through them 
and through its Belly, the Skin whereof is very 
tender, and makes its Efeapc with Safety ; remain- 
ing thus victorious over ib terrible an Animal, 
merely by its Addrefs and Subtlety. 

Philofophcrs not iatisfied with Reafbns, too weak 
to account for fuch 11 range Abfurdtties, as di (ho- 
noured Paganifm, and made them lecretly Bin Hi, 
have invented a third Rcalbn, 11 nee the Ellablilh- 
mcnt of CbriJIianity, for the Woilhip paid by the 
Egyptians to Animals. They pretended that the 
Veneration was not paid to the Animals them- 
felves, but to the Gods, whofc Symbols they were, 
and in whom the Worlhin temnnated. 
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Tlutarch, in a Treatife, where he examines cx- 
prefsly the Pretenlions of Ofiris and Ifis, the two 
Deities the molt univerfally honoured in Egypt, 
delivers himfelf in thefe Terms. u Philofophcrs 
4C honour the Image of God wherever they find it j 
" even in Beings which are inanimate, and conle- 
" quently much more fo in thole which have Life. 
cc Wherefore, we are not to approve the Worftiip- 
" pers of thole Animals, but thole who by them 
" raife their Minds up to the Deity : They arc 
Cf to be confidered as fo many Mirrors, which Nature 
<c holds out to us, for a more ample Dilpiay of the 
tc fupreme Being 5 or as fo many Inftruments, of 

which Ihe makes Ufc, for an outward Manifef- 
" tation of his incomprehensible WilHom. There- 
u fore, notwithftanding all the Gold and Jewels 
" in the TJniverfe lliould be employed for the em- 
" bellilhing of Statues, it is not to them that the 
<c Worlhip is to be referr'd, but to the Deity, 
cc whom they are defigned to reprefent; for the 
" fupreme Being exifts not in Colours artfully d\f- 
<c poled., nor in frail Matter, deftitute of Senle and 

« Motion." 

Tlutarch adds in the fame Treatife, " That as 
" the Sun, the Moon, the Heavens, the Earth, 
u and the Sea arc common to all Men, but have 
u various Names agreeable to the Difference of 
" Nations and Languages ^ in the fame manner, 
" though there is but one Deity^ and one Provi- 
<c dence, which governs the Univerfe, and which 
u has under it feveral Subaltern Minifters, Men 
« give various Names to this Deity, which is 
a ever y where the fame, and pay it different Ho- 
rc nours, agreeable to the Laws and Cuftorns of 

<c every different Country." 

Thefe Reflections afford the moft rational Vin- 
dication of Idolatrous Worlhip j but are they fuf- 
ficient to palliate the Ridiculoufnels and Ablurdity 
thereof? Can it be called extolling the divine At- 
tributes in the Manner they deferve, to direc* the 
Worlhippcr to admire and feek for them in the 
moft vile and contemptible of Beafts, fuch as a 
Crocodile, a Serpent, or a Cat? Was not this rather 
a degrading, and debafing the Divinity, of whom 
even the moll ftupid have ufually a very different 
Idea, as of a Being infinitely great and auguft? 
"ITis impofliblc, therefore, for the Wit or Elo- 
quence of the greateft Philofophcrs, to vindi- 
cate in any manner, this exceffive Stupidity and 

Folly- 
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Belides, thefe Philolbphcrs were not always fo 
dilccrning, as to alcend from material and viiible 
Beings, to their immaterial and invifible Author. 
Scripture informs us, Rom. i. 22., 23, &c. that thefe 
pretended Sages have deierved to be given over to 
a reprobate Mind, for their Pride and Ingratitude ; 
and whilfl they profejfed tbernfefoes wife, deierved 
to become Fools, for having changed that Glory of 
the incorruptible God, into an Image made like to 
corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four footed 
Beafts, and creeping Things. The Almighty, 
therefore, to confound the W ilclom and Vanity of 
Philolbphcrs, and Ihew what Man is when left to 
himfelf, fuffer'd tha| very Nation, which had ar- 
rived at the greateft Perfection in human Learning, 
and the greateft Knowledge in all the Sciences, to 
which any People ever attained in thofe Times, 
to be the Stage on which the moft ridiculous and 
abfurd Idolatry reigned triumphant : And, on the 
other Hand, to fliew the omnipotent Power, and in- 
finite Riches of his Grace, he converted the fright- 
ful Dcfarts of Egypt into a terreftrial Paradife , by 
Peopling them in his own due Time, with innume- 
rable Crowds of illuftrious Hermits, whofe fervent 
Piety., and rigorous Penance, have done fo much 
Honour to Chriftianity, (in the Opinion of the 
Roman Catholicks.) We cannot help giving a me- 
morable Inftance hereof, as we hope the Imaii 
DigrelBon will be acceptable to our Readers. 

The great Wonder of Lower Egypt, iays the 
Abbe Fleury, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, was 
the City of Oxyrinchus, peopled with Monks both 
within and without j inlbmuch that they exceeded 
the other Inhabitants in Number, and the Convents 
were more numerous than the private Houles ; the 
publick Edifices, and Idol Temples had been all 
converted into Monafteries; belides which, the 
Monks lodged over the Gates, and in all the 
Towers. The Citizens had twelve Churches for 
their Conveniency, cxclulive of the Oratories be- 
longing to Monafteries. Twenty thouland Virgins, 
and ten Thoufand Monks were in this City ; and 
the Praifes of God ccchoed from every Part thereof 
Night and Day. Centincls were placed at all the 
Gates, by order of the Magiftrateg, to take Notice 
what Strangers or Poor came into the City ; and 
whoever firft received them, was obliged to pro- 
vide them with all manner of Hofpitable Acco- 
modations : There arc few fuch Cities to be found 
now-a-days. 



CHAP. IV. 



Of the Manner in which the ancient Egyptians treated dead Bodies ; their Method of 
' ing their Dead j their particular Way of Trying and Judging them, whence the 

- ' ' " " * M •■ Rife; their Kings not exempted from 



going this Trial ; an exatt and particular 
that are fiill to be feen in the Cabinets of the 

COME wc now to the extraordinary Manner 
in which' the Egyptians treated their dead Bo- 
dies, and the particular Ceremonies obferved by them 
at their Funerals j all of which highly defcrve the 
Readers Attention. 



Defcription of ft 



The Honours with which all Ages and Nations 
have treated dead Bodies, and the religious Care- 
taken by them to provide Sepulchres, for their clc- 
ccafcd Friends and Relations., fcem to argue an uni- 
versal Pcrfuafion, that thofe Remains were depofited 



in 




*' <'W///' </'///f . //rf«*>U Kffyptinu (<>ffut m Ms /Arte 0/1 (>f (/ 




The HIS TOUT of E G Y P T 



in Sepulchres, only as in Truft; and that, in due 
Time, they were to reftore the Trealure committed 
to their Cuftody. But whether this Belief obtained 
univerlaily amongft all Nations, or not, certain it is, 
according to Herodotus, that it was an Opinion 
generally received amongft the ancient Egyptians, 
that the Soul, after its quitting the human Body, 
pafs'd fucceffively, if vicious, into the Bodies of 
different Animals, whether Beafts, Birds, or Filh ; 
and that after a Revolution of three thoufand Years, 
it was again permitted to animate the Body of a 
Man. From hence it appears evidently, that it 
was from the Egyptians, ^Pythagoras adopted his 
Doctrine of the Tranfinigration of Souls, which he 
afterwards propagated, and ftrcnuoufly defended 
amongft the Greeks* 

Herodotus likewile allures us, that the Egyptians 
firft maintained the Immortality of the Sou/', but 
here it is laid he happens to be miftaken $ for the 
Immortality of the Sou/ had been acknowledged by 
the molt remote Antiquity ; and the Doubt con- 
cerning it, which was ftarted in latter Ages, was 
owing entirely to the Difputes of Philolbphers ; It 
muft be confels'd, neverthelels, that it feems doubt- 
ful whether this Belief of the Immortality of the 
Sou/, however it might have been received amongft 
lome few, had obtained amongft the generality of 
the Egyptians , fo early as the Time of Mofes, fince 
not withftan ding that great Man was learned in all 
the Wifdom of thcEgypt ians , and even had the Ad- 
vantage of being divinely inlpired., there does not 
feem to be any Text in the wholefpentateuch, where- 
in the Belief of Rewards and Punilhments in another 
World is exprelly contained ; nor does any Author 
aficrt, that the Egyptians have any thing about it 
in their moft early Dynafties ; and it is to be pre- 
fumed, that had either the Egyptians or the Jews 
known any thing thereofj at the Time of their in- 
habiting Egypt together, the Doctrine of living hap- 
pily after Death is of a Nature lb inviting to be 
maintained, that it could not polfibly have been 
concealed from cither, but muft necelTarily have 
become a mutual Belief. It is therefore highly pro- 
bable, that the Egyptians were not the firft who 
mantaincd the Immortality of the Soul, but that they 
learned that Doctrine afterwards from the Jews, 
with whom they had a frequent Intcrcourfe \ and 
that the Jewijb Nation being very little, if at all 
known to Herodotus, or indeed any of the Antient 
Authors, led him into that Miftake, that it was the 
Egyptians who firft maintained that Doctrine, which 
is only fo far true, that they were the firft Heathen 
Nation who received it. 

We have already oblcrved in making Mention of 
the Pyramids, what magnificent Sepulchres the 
Egyptians crc&cd, for the Rcpofi tones of their 
Dead. The Reafon of this was, that they confider- 
cd their Sepulchres in a- two- fold Light; not only as 
lb many Monuments, conlecratcd to the Memories 
of great Princes, Heroes, or Patriots, in fhort, of 
Pcrlbns any Ways eminent for their Virtues ; but as 
the Manfions where Bodies were to remain during 
a long Succeffion of Ages: Whereas the Houles 
wherein they dwelt whilft alive were called Inns y as 
being Places where Men were to rcfidc only as 
Travellers, during the Courlc of a Life too tranli- 
tory for them to fettle their Affections, in any Man- 
ner upon fuch Habitations. 

To proceed now to the Ceremonies oblcrved by 
the Egyptians in their Funerals, when any Pcrlbn 
of the Family died, all the Relations and Friends 
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threw off their ufual Habits., put on Mourning, and 
abftained from Baths, Wine, and all manner of 
high Living: This Mourning held forty or fifty 
Days j probably according to the Quality of the 
Peribn deceafed. The firft Bufinefs enter'd upon, 
was the embalming the Body, and of this there 
were three Sorts : The moft magnificent was be- 
llowed upon Perlbns of a dilUnguiih'd Rank, and 
the Expence amounted to a Talent of Silver, or 
three thoufand Livrcs, Many Hands were em- 
ployed in this Ceremony ; fome with Inftruments 
made exprelsly for that Purpofe, began with taking 
out of the Body, every Thing which was fufcepti- 
ble of Corruption j as the Brain, the Inteftines, and 
the Excrements. As the Evacuation, which could 
not avoid being attended with fome DhTe&ions, 
feemed to have lbmething inhuman and cruel there- 
in, the Perlbns employed fled as loon as the Ope- 
ration was over, and the Standers-by purlued them 
with Stones: Thole, who embalm'd the Body were 
honourably treated ; they fill'd it with Myrrh, Cin- 
namon, and ail Sorts of Spices; and after a certain 
Time, the Belly was wrapp'd up in Folds of the 
fineft Linnen ; which they palled on with the thin- 
neft Gum, and then chafed over with the moft exqui- 
fite Perfumes. By this means, it it faid, that the en- 
tire Figure of the Body, the very Lines of the Face, 
and the Hairs on the Lids and Eye Brows, were 
preferved in their natural Perfection. The Body 
being thus embalmed, was delivered to the Rela- 
tions, who inclofed it in an open Cheft, or Coffin, 
fitted exactly to the fize of the deceas'd Peribn ; af- 
ter which they placed the Body Handing upright 
againft the Wall, either in Sepulchres, if they had 
any, or in their Houfes. Thcfe embalmed Bodies 
are what we now call Mummies, which arc daily 
brought from Egypt, and adorn the Cabinets of t i ic 
Curious, as will be feen hereafter. This is an un- 
deniable Evidence of the uncommon Care the Egyp- 
tians took of their dead Bodies; their Acknowledge- 
ments, and Gratitude to their deceafed Relations 
were in a Manner immortal. Nor was this their ex- 
traordinary Care ulelels, even to thofe who fur- 
vived ; for Children by lecing the Bodies of their 
Anceftqrs thus preferved, recalled to Mind thofe 
Virtues for which the Publick had honoured them, 
and were excited to a Love of thofe Laws, which 
liich excellent Perfons had left, for their Obfcrvancc 
and Security. Some Traces of thcle Ceremonies 
may be dilcovered in the funeral Honours paid by 
Jofeph to his Father Jacob, and afterwards by the 
Children of IJrael to Jofeph in Egypt. 

We have already oblcrved., that the Publick paid 
their Acknowledgements to the Virtues of the Dc- 
ceas'd, and for this there was very good Reaibn ; 
fince before any Body could be admitted into the 
facrcd Afylum of thcjffilcnt Tomb, it was obliged 
to undergo a very folcmn and formal Tryal, by very 
impartial Judges; and this Solemnity in the sEgyp- 
tian Funerals, is one of the moft remarkable Cir- 
cumftanccs, which is to be met with in all antient 
Hiftory. It is a great Comfort to a dying Man, to 
leave a good Name behind him ; and this is the only 
human Blefling, of which it is not in the Power of 
Death todeprivcus: But the wife ^Egyptians would 
by no Means fuffer Praifcs to be bellowed indifferent- 
ly upon all the Dead ; this Honour was to be ob- 
tained from the publick Voice, and the Manner of 
conferring it was as follows. 

The Affcmbly of the Judges met exprefly for 
that Purpofc, on the fartheft Side of a Lake, to 

which 
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which they were carried over in a Boat, the Steers- 
man whereof was called in the Egyptian Language, 
Charon : And from the Name of this Steerfman., 
•and the Circumitance of the Judges being carried 
over a Lake in a Boat, Orpheus, who had been in 
Egypt invented the Fable of the Stygian Lake, and 
Char 071^ Ferry-Boat, in which all the Dead were 
wafted over to receive Judgment according to their 
Actions in this Life; and purfuant thereto, were 
either condemned to icverc Punifhments j or reward- 
ed with an Abode in the Ely pan Fields. To re- 
turn from whence we have digrefled, as foon as any 
Egyptian was dead, he was brought to his Tryal, 
and an impartial Account was given by the Pcrlbns 
appointed for that Purpofe, of the whole Tenor 
of 'his Conduct whilft alive: If it had been regular, 
and commendable^ he was allowed the ul'ual funeral 
Honours, and his Memory was relpectcd ; but on the 
contrary, if it was proved that the Life of the De- 
ceas'd had been impious and lcandalous, his Me- 
mory was branded with Infamy, and his Body de- 
prived of the Rites of Sepulture. 'Tis caly to ima- 
gine, that the People mull be fenfibly affected 
wuh Laws, whole Power extended beyond Death \ 
;;nd every one, moved with the Difgrace inflicted 
on the dead Pcrlbn, was afraid both of entailing Dis- 
honour upon his own Memory, and bringing a Re- 
proach upon his Family. 

But what was moit aftonifhing in this pubiick 
Enquiry into the Conduct of the Dead, was, that the 
Throne" itielf could not protect any one from it: 
Kinrrs were fpared during their Lives, bccaule the 
pubiick Peace was concerned in this Forbearance; 
but their exalted Rank did not exempt them from 
undergoing the fame Trial as the Reft of the Dead; 
and ibmc of them have been deprived of Sepul- 
ture. 

It is to be prefumed that the Jfraelites adopted this 
Cuitom from them, fince we lee in the Chronicles 
if their King?, that the Bodies of ibme of their 
wicked Piinees, were not dcpofited in the Monu- 
ments of their Ancestors. This Praclice gave 
Monarchs to undcrfhnd, that notwithstanding their 
Royalty plac'd them above the Reach of human 
Judgment, whilll they were alive, they muft come 
to it at Lift, when Death had reduced them to a 
Level with the meaneft of their Subjects. 

When a favourable Sentence had been palled 
upon the Pcrlbn deceafed, the next Thing was to 
proceed to the Ceremonies, previous to the dc pout- 
ing the Body in the Scpulcjirc; and the firft of 
thele was the pronouncing a Panegyrick or Eulogy 
of the deccafed. Herein no mention was made of 
his Birth j bccaule every Egyptian was cfteemed no- 
ble; and no Encomium was reckoned either valu- 
able, or real, which was not founded upon the per- 
ibnal Merit of the Pcrlbn defunct. He was there- 
fore only commended on Account of his having im- 
proved himfelf in his younger Years, by receiv- 
ing readily the excellent Education bcltow'd upon 
Jiim ; and for having behaved with Piety towards 
the Gods, and Jullice towards Men ', and for being 
endued with Affability, Swcctncfs of Temper, Mo- 
deity, Moderation, and all the other Virtues, 
which are required, to form the Character of a good 
Man. Then the whole Aflembly joined in their 
Prayters to Heaven, that the Dcccas'd might be ad- 
mitted into the Society of the Righteous, and might 
he made Partakers of their eternal Happincis. 

Whilll we are upon this Article of the Ceremo- 
nies ohiervetl at Funerals, it may not be ami Is to 
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make Ibmc few Remarks upon the different Ways 
of treating dead Bodies amongft. the Antients. Some, 
as the Egyptians and Ethiopians, embalmed them, 
and thus preferved them to be contemplated by 
future Ages ; the Realbn of which, fays Diodorns 
SicufaSj was, that they did not think it right a that 
the Knowledge of their deceafed Relations, Jhonld 
be concealed from their own Kindred. Others, as the 
Romans in particular, and the Indians to this Day, 
burned them upon a funeral Pile, and reduced them 
to Afhcs; which they kept very carefully in Urns 
made cxprefly for that Purpofe ,* others again, 
committed them to the Earth. As to the firft, 
the Care of preferving dead Bodies, without Lodg- 
ing them in Tombs, fcems not only injurious to 
human Nature in general, but even to thofe Per- 
lbns in particular, whofe Bodies were thus defigned 
to be prefer ved by their Relations, as a Teftimony 
of the Relpecr, they bore their Memory. Becaufe 
when the utmoifc Arc had been employ 7 d upon 
them, and the greateft Care imaginable taken, they 
could only be prelerved as a melancholy Spectacle 
of Mortality ; and thefe precious Remains, thus em- 
balmed at- a vaft Expence, only exhibited human 
Nature in a State of Humiliation and Deformity; 
a mortifying Sight one fhould think, of which no 
conliderate Perfon would be fond. As to the Cut 
torn of burning dead Bodies, and preferving their 
Alhes in an Urn, there feems to be lbmething cruel 
and barbarous therein, in the fb hafty Deftru&i on of 
a Perfon once dear to us : In fbme Countries, how- 
ever, inftead of lodging the Afhcs of their Dead in 
Urns, they drank them and buried them in their 
Bodies, as thinking that the moft honourable Sepul- 
chre they could bellow upon themi This Cuftom, 
might perhaps, be thought exprcflive of a great Re- 
lpecr, for tire Perfon deceafed ; but ncverthelels we 
can't help thinking there was lbmething extremely 
lavage therein ; even though Hiftory fays, it was 
praftifed by Art em if a, as a Teflimony of her lin- 
gular and exceilivc Love to her Husband. In our 
Opinion therefore, the prefent Method of Interment, as 
it is certainly the molt ancient, is alfb the moft de- 
cent y it ref lores to the Earth, what we are . afTured 
was taken from thence, and prepares us for the Be- 
lief, of a fecend ReiUtution of our Bodies from that 
Duft from which they were formed, and to which 
they will be committed ; when they will never more 
be liable to Corruptibility. 

Having thus given an Account of the extraordi- 
nary and fingular Ceremonies, obferved at the Fu- 
nerals of the ancient Egyptians, we believe it will 
not be unacceptable to our Readers, if we give 
them a View and Dcfcription of fomc of thofe re- 
markable Monuments of Egyptian Antiquity, call- 
ed Mummies, that is, embalmed Bod ks, with the 
Loculi feralcs, or Coffins, wherein they arc con- 
tained, which are now to be fecn amongft us in the 
Cabinets of the Curious. 

The firfl we fliall offer to the Confederation of 
our Readers, was found about fix teen Years ago, 
by fomc wild Arabs, in one of the ancient Burial 
Places of the Egyptians, called Crypta, or Cata- 
combs, in the Fields of Sahara* or Sacara % a Town 
about three Leagues from Grand Cairo, and noted 
for the Numbers of Mummies that have been dif- 
covered there. It conlifts , of two diftinct Parts, 
the Body or Mummy itielf, and the Locuius fcralis, 

or Coffin, wherein it was contain'd. 

As to the Body, it has nothing about it that dif- 
fers much from thofe that ure Hill to be lien in the 

Cabinets 
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Cabinets of the Curious, in various Parts of Europe, 
being embalmed, and wrapt up in innumerable 
Fillets, or Linnen-Bandages, where the Effigies of 
the Deccafed has, very probably, been printed, 
according to the Egyptian Cuftom, upon a Cover of 
plaifterea Linnen, laid over the Face ; though it 
is now greatly impaired : 'there are alfo ftill Tome 
faint Remains of a Hawk or Eagle** Wings, around 
the Checks 5 as is to be feen on many Mummies. 

As to rhe Coffin, it is made of the true Syca- 
more, by fome called the wild Fig tree; which, 
as is found by Experience, will lalt an almoft in- 
credible Number of Years, without decaying. OF 
this Tree all the wooden Monuments of the Egyp- 
tians were made ; and all the Loculi, or Coffir.s of 
Mummies, chat have ever been brought into Eu- 
rope : As were alfo the wooden Patterns, for em- 
balming the Dead j and the Cafes* or fquare Boxes, 
wherein the Bodies of the embalmed Animals were 
kept. All the Joinings of this Coffin are, by- 
wooden Pins, let into Holes, bored on Purpofe to 
receive them, fo that the upper and lower Parts 
are united ; whence fome have imagined, that 
when this Mummy was embalmed, either the E- 
gyptlans did not know the Ufe of iron* or, if they 
did, they were afraid of ufing it, left it fliould 
caufe the Wood to decay the iodner. The whole 
Length of the Body is five Foot, two Inches; and 
the Length of the Coffin, together with the Bafis 
whereon it ftands, fix Foot, three Inches : Its 
Breadth, acrofs the Shoulders, is one Foot, eleven 

Inches. ^ ■ 

Having thus defcribed the Subftance whereof this 
Coffin is made, and its Dim en (ions, the next Thing 
to be confidered is, the Manner how it is painted; 
and the Figures reprcfentcd thereupon ; which ren- 
der this a truly valuable Monument of Antiquity. 
This Cuftom of painting the Coffins of the Dead, 
was peculiar to the ancient Egyptians, and Ethio- 
pians; and it was from the latter, that the Egyp- 
tians feem to have learned the Art, which is, by 
firft covering the Wood with Plailter, and then 
laying on Water-colours, much in the fame Man- 
ner as Painting in Frcfco : And thefe liquid Colours 
penetrated or foaked into the Body of thcPlaifter, 
infomuch that they became, in a Manner, insepa- 
rable from each other. 

That this Cuftom of drawing the Effigies of the 
Dcceafcd, upon a Ground of Plaifter, was in Ufe 
amongft the Ethiopians, as well as the Egyptians, 
'till the Time that Cambyfes attempted the Invafion 
of that Country, is evident from Herodotus, in 
his Thalia ; where, fpcaking of the Ambafiadors 
fent by that Monarch into Ethiopia, he fays, that, 
arnongft other Things {hewn them there, was the 
Manner of burying their Dead. His Words are to 

this EflTett : ** After drying the Corpfe, either after 
the Manner of the Egyptians, or fome other 
Way, they cover it aft over with a Flaiftcr, 
which they adorn with Paintings, and reprcfent 
thereon the Effigies of the Deccafed as much to 
** the Life, as pofhblc." And Diodorus Si cuius, 
as wc obferved oefore, in treating of the fame Peo- 
ple, fays, ** Some keep the Bodies of their An- 
** ceftors in their Houfcs, in Cafes of Ghfsj not 
thinking it right, that the Knowledge of the 
Features, and Likcnefs of their dead Relations, 
(hould be conccnled from their Kindred." And 
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t€ the very Eye-lafhes, Brows, and Features, are fo 
well preferved, that the whole Form of the Body 
c< is retained without any Alteration, and the ex- 
" act Likenefs or Effigies of the Dereafed, whilifc 
c< alive, may be known : Wherefore many of the 
*'* Egyptians j keep the Bodies of their AnccUors 
" in magnificent Repofitorics, in order to behold 
*' the compleat Images of thofe who had been 
" dead, perhaps, many Ages before they them- 
" fclvcs were born : There they may not only 
€C fee the Lineaments of their Faces* But alfo the 
very Make of their Bodies; all of which they 
€C contemplate with great Delight. " 

From thefe PafTages, with many others which 
might be quoted, there is fufficicnt Rcafon to pre- 
fame, that the Face painted on this Coffin, as well 
as thofe on the Coffins of all other Mummies, was 
originally defigncd to rcprefent the Etfigics of che 
embalmed Pcrfbn within it. There had been a 
Beard fattened to the Chin of this Portrait, but no 
Marks thereof are to be feen now ; excepting a 
Hole, through which a wooden Peg has been 
driven. The Face of this Mummy, or, to fpeak 
in ore properly, the Face rcprcfcritcd on the Coffin, 
is both fingulaf and curious ; its Features being tru- 
ly Egyptian, not unlike thofe of a Negro, but the 
Complexion altogether red; whence it may be con- 
jectured that the Deccafed was an Idumcan, or E- 
domltc. Accordingly, Bochart fays, the Red- Sea 
was fo called, by Reafon of the red- coloured Inha- 
bitants, namely the IdumeanS, Who lived on its 
Coafts: And, it is certain, that notwithstanding 
Efaa was called Edom, that is red, from his fel- 
ling his Birth-right for a Mefs of red Pottage, that 
he might as well have been named fo from his reel 
Hair, which was vifible even at his Birth, it cover- 
ing his whole Body, like a Garment ; whence he 
was named Il/jk.Ic is ho Wonder, therefore, thac 
the Edomltes, or Idwneans, who were his Defend- 
ants, fhould naturally have taken after theirFather, 
and be of the fame Complexion. Hiftorians affert, 
th&tTypbon was likewifeof thisColour; wherefore, 
in the rrioft antientWars of the Egyptians, namely 
thofe which had their Rife from* fome Differences 
between Typhon and OJirls, all the red Mm taken 
by the Egyptians, were facrificed at the Tomb of 
Oftris, who was of a black Complexion : Poffibly 
Typhon might be the fame as Efau, who, as we 
read, was always involved iri Wars. 

The next Point upon which wc are to enter, is, 
to give a Dcfcription, and offer an Explanation of 
the Figures and Ornaments, drawn upon the Coffin 
of this Mummy; which may not only give us an 
Infight into many Particulars, relating to the E- 
gyptlan Mythology, but may confirm and illui- 
tratc divers PaiTagcs, which occur in anticnt Au- 
thors. Flrjf, on the Top of the Coffin; which al- 
together exhibits the Form of an embalmed Man ; 
over the Head, not to be feen but in a View above, 
is drawn the Figure of a Female, with a Goronsi, 
or Diadem round her Head, and lying on her Back, 
with her Face turned fide-ways, and her Arms ex- 
tended. In each Hand (he holds what feems to be 
a Sickle, which (hall be defcribed in another Place; 
and under her Arms are Wings, divided into 
three Row* of Plumes of two Colours, blue. 



and light-green. The extream Parts of her Body 
arc naked ; but from her Waftc downwards, (he is 
the fame Author, fpcaking of the Egyptians treat- cloathed in a green Garment; and from the Top 
jng their Dead after the fame Manner, fays: of her Head, and joining to it, rifes a round Tutu- . 
" When the Corpfe comes from the Embalmers, /us, or Turret, on which is placed a Globe, painted 
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green, and indented, as it were., with a Ring of 
a yellow, or light Colour. 

^ From all thefe Circurnftanccs, this Figure feems 
'evidently to reprefent Jfis ; as ic exhibits the com- 
bined Properties of Nature, of which flic was the 
Goddefs. For, jirfl, by the Turret on her Head, 
fhe phyfically fy mbolizcs the Earth ; the Globe, 
of a green Colour, is alfo another Symbol thereof. 
Secondly, the Ring of Light, incompafling the 
Globe, was probably defigned to reprefent the 
Thafis of the New-Moon, and (hewed that (he was 
•the Moon alfo: In which Particular this Fi- 
gure has a ftrong Refemblance of the Defcription 
which dpulcius gives of Ifis, when that Goddefs 
appeared to him, in a pompous Manner, in a Vi- 
llon. As to the Reft of the Body, namely, the 
extended Arms, and Wings, £srV. we fhall endea- 
vour to explain the Meaning thereof very foon, in 
another Place. The Reft lie over the upper Part 
of the Head, from whence two Lappets hang down 
on the Breaft, over the Shoulders, painted with 
alternative Stripes of Yellow, and deep Blue. 

Below the Neck, under the Lappets, are twelve 
Sweeps, or Semi-Circles; within the frjl of which, 
rive Tufts, or Tatfels appear, with a Plant between 
each of them. Within the fecond are three Water- 
Lilies, like Rofes, within alternate Fields of deep 
Blue, and Scarlet. Within the third are five 
Leaves ; of what may be imagined the Perfea, un- 
der which is a Scarlet Ligature, bordered with 
Yellow, or Gold. Within the joiirth, are other 
Water- Lilies, like Rofes. AVithin the ffth, are 
the fame Kind of Leaves of the Terfca, with ano- 
ther Scarlet Ligature, like the former. Within 
the jsxth is drawn fome Thing refembling a Chain, 
or a Kind of Feftoons, compofed of what feems to 
reprefent two Sorts of pretious Stones, Saphires, 
and Rubies, fet within yellow Borders, or Gold, 
and fallen ed to the Breaft with fmall Buttons of the 



under which runs 
bordered with Ye.l- 
Eightk, are more 
Rofes, fet within alternate 
and Scarlet. Within the 



fame. Within they? vmtb, are ftill a greater Num- 
ber, as the Sweep increafes, of the Leaves of 
the above mentioned Perfea, 
another Ligature of Scarlet, 
low, or Gold. Within the 
"Water-Lilies, like 
Fields of deep Blue, 
ninth, tl'ere feems to be again the Representation 
of Tufiu or Tatfels/ with the Figure of fome Plant 
alternately between them. Within the tenth, is 
another Row of Leaves of the Perfea* under which 
again pafles a Ligature of Scarlet, bordered with 
Yellow, or Gold. Within the eleventh, is a Row, 

confuting of Flowers, in BlolTom, of a green Co- 
lour, with a Mixture of Red, not unlike the Form 
of a Poppy; fome have thought it the drum E- 
gyptiaavn, th'j Form being the fame, but it differs 
from it in Colour. Within the twelfth, and laft, 
is a Row of Pendants, reprefenting three Sorts of 
pretious Stones, Emeralds, Saphires, and Rubies. 
Thefe arc the magnifijcnt Embellishments of the 
Ephocl, or B r oaf b plate; three of which may be 
reckoned fymbolical, and the others only orna- 
mental. 

t Of the^w^//V»;/Embellifliments are the Lillies, 
like Rofes, in thefecond, fourth, and eighth Rows. 
Thefe indeed were peculiar to the Egyptians, and 
grew in the N He ; for Herodotus, describing the 
Vegetables of that River, fays, There arc other Li- 
lies, like Rofes, which grow in the River : So that 
thefe on the Mummy feem to typify the Productions 
of their deified River, brought to Maturity by the 
kindly lleuc and In Hue nee of their principal God, 



Ofsris, or the Sun. The fecond Kind of ' fymholicai 
Ornaments are the green Leaves, of a moderate 
Breadth, with a proportionable Length, and end- 
ing in a Point, in the Shape of a Tongue. Thefe, as 
we have obferved, may be imagined to reprefent 
the Leaves of the Perfea; which Plant, fays Plu- 
tarch, of all others in Ejypt, cc was, in a particu- 
• c lar Manner, confecrated to the Goddefs Ifis, " 
becaufe its Fruit is of the Shape of a Hearty ( the 
Symbol of Egypt) and its Leaves of the Form of a 
Tongue, The third Kind of the fymbolical Oma- 
ments feem to be thofc Flowers, like Poppies, in 
the eleventh Row, with a green Plant, or Bud, al- 
ternatively between them j fuch being often repre- 
fent ed on the Menfa If/aca, or Table of J (is : They 
may only be Reprefentations of the Lotus, in Bud, 
and in Bloflbm ; another remarkable Vegetable of 
the Nile, produced by the Influence of the Sun. 

We fhall now proceed to what is reprefented 
immediately below the Ephod, or Breaft-plate, 
namely> another Female, refting on one Knee, 
with the other raifed, and with extended Arms, 
holding in each Hand, what feems to be the False 
Mejforia, or Sickle, between which are fevcral 
facred Characters. Her Face is bare, and her 
Breaft, Arms, and Feet naked j but from her Neck 
downwards fhe is cloathed with a green Garment, 
which reaches below her Knees. On her Head, 
fhe bears a Globe of a fiery Colour ; and her Hair, 
which is of a dark, or black Colour, and hangs 
down her Neck and Shoulders 5 is tied with a Co- 
rona, or Diadem. From her Shoulders proceed 
Wings, divided into three Rows of Plumage, of 
various Colours j the upper and lower Row being 
of deep Blue, and the middlemoft, green j and each 
Row as well as each Feather, is fliaded and divid- 
ed with Yellow. 

This Female, we may again Safely pronounce 



to be I/is, who here, as well as in the other alrea- 
dy defcribed, typifies and reprefents the Earth, as 
comprizing within it the four Elements. Nov/, 
the Phyfical Rcafon, why the anticne Egyptians 
drew Ifis as a Female, was, as we are informed by 
Tlutarch, becaufe they imagined her to be the fe- 
male Part of Nature, wherein was contained the 
Origin of every Thing, ufrijiotle fays, theyefteem 
the whole Nature of the Earth to be female ; 
wherefore they call her Mother. That this Figure 
oiJfis is a compound Symbol of the Earth, as com- 
prehending within it the four Elements, feems in 
a Manner pointed out, by the Colours upon this 
Figure : Yor, frfi, the middle Part of her is cover- 
ed with Green, which may allude to the Grafs, 
Trees, and other green Vegetables, within the tem- 
perate and torrid Zones ; which may not improper- 
ly be called the the middle Part of the Earth : Se- 
condly, the Extremities of her Body arc naked ; 
which may alfo be to typify the extreme Parts of 
the Earthy towards the Poles, which are barren and 
naked. So that, upon the Whole, by this Figure of 
the Earth, the Egyptians feem, very properly, to 
reprefent the natural Situation, and vegetative 
Production of the Zones, as they are cither nearer 
to, or farther removed from the Sun. As to the 
three Rows of Plumage, thefe, together with the 
Globe on her Head, feem to reprefent the other 
three Elements; the upper and lower of deep Blue* 
feerns to have been defigned for the Air, becaufe 
the Earth is incompafledall round by; the blue Sky 
or the Region of the dir. The middle Row of 
pale Gteen, feems like wife to have beer? defigned 

for the fitter, that being the natural Colour of the 

Sea-, 
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Sea ; as the fiery Globe on the Head of this Female 
feems a proper Type of the Sun, or the Element 
of Fire. As to this Female's dark-coloured Hair, 
hanging down her Neck and Sholders, Apu- 
hius, in the Vifion he had of Ifts, defer ibes 
her Hair in the very fame Manner, as it is 
reprefented on our Mummy; and Porphyry lets 
us into the Phyfical Meaning of this dark co- 
loured Hair, namely, that it is defigned to fymbo- 
lize the Duskilhnefs of the Air : Wherefore, if 
we may fuppofe, the yellow or illuminated Spaces 
between the Plumage to be defigned for the Solar 
Light y this female Figure will be a phyfical Type 
of the Earth, Air, Heater \ Fire-, Light, and Dark- 
nefs; in fliort, of every Thing vifible, or that has 
Relation with our terraqueous Globe. 

The next Thing that appears below the Female 
already defcribed, is an entire fymbolical Picture, 
highly deferving the Attention of the Curious : 
The Whole feeming a twofold Reprefentation of 
Death and Judgment. To exprefs Death, there is 
a Cadaver, or dead Body, drawn, ftretched out on 
a Bier, or Necrophorcion, as the Greeks called it ; 
which is in the Shape of a Lyon. On the Outfide 
Hands a Figure, dretfed in a plaited Garment, of 
a human Shape, all but the Head, which is that 
of an Ibis, or Egyptian Stork ; having in the Left- 
Hand a golden Cup, and feeming to point with 
the Right towards the Left-fide of the dead Body. 
Now, it is evident, that the ancient Egyptians, at 
the Deceafe of their Friends, ufed to deliver the 
Corpfc into the Hands of certain Perfons, whofe 
Bufinefs it was to perform the Office of embalming 
them. Diodor us Siculus fays, tc It was cuftomary 
cc among!! the Egyptians, after the Relations of 
* c the Deceafed had agreed upon a Price, to de- 
€c liver the Corpfe into the Hands of the Em- 
" balmers ; the Chief of whom caufing the Body 

to be laid flat on the Ground, pointed out how 
" much of the Left-fide, towards the Bowels, was 
* c to be opened ; when the Perfon who was to per- 
** form the Diffe&ion, holding in his Hand an 
** Ethiopian Stone, ( with which the Operation 
*' was made ) cut as much of the Flefli as was re- 

required by Law. M From this Paflage it may 

be conjedtured, that the Figure of this Mummy, 

in the plaited Garment, reprefents the Chief Em- 

balmcr, whom Clemens yllexandrinus calls the Ad- 

orner, and who, he fays, bears in his Hand a Cup 

for Libation, called, xn Greek, Spondeion. Now 

thisFigure on the Mummy anfwers the Defcription 

both of Diodorus, and Clemens, in every Re lpc £t ; 

for the Cup for Libation is plainly to be fcen in his 

left Hand; and as to his pointing out, how much 

of the left Side, towards the Bowels, was to be 

opened, that feems alfo to be cxprefled on the 

Mummy: And the Reafon of this Embalmer's 

having on his Shoulders the Head of the facred 

Bird ibis, feems probably to have been, to denote 

that his Office was facred ; for, it is to be fuppofed, 

that they had no other Way of fticwing that the 

Fun£Uon or Office of any one was facred, but by 

placing upon their Shoulders the Head of fome 

one or the Amimals that were eftecmed facred. 

Now that the Office of the Chief Embalmers was 

deemed facred, is confirmed by the fame Diodorus 

Scculus, who fays, they were called, in Greek, Ta- 

richeutai, and were much honoured by the Pricfts 

°f Egypt * and, as facred Perfons, were admitted with 
in their Temples. 

Thcfe arc the Particulars of the firft Reprefen- 
tation of Death, beyond which hangs a Kind of a 
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. fquare Veil, or Sheet, with yellow and green Stripes, 
which poflibly may be defigned for an Egyptian 
Phyla&ery ; from which the Jews, probably, took 
their Arban Canfoth, which is an Amulet, or 
Charm, they conftantly wear, under their Cloaths, 
to this Day, to guard them from Evil. Beyond 
this, on the Front-Part of the Coffin, is exhibited 
the fecond Reprefentation, namely, that of Judg- 
ment after Death ; in defcribing which, we fhall 
begin with the principal Figure OJiris, who feems 
to be in the Character of Pluto, as the Greeks after- 
wards called him ; and is to be fuppofed in the in- 
fernal Regions, fitting in the Chair of Jupiter, or 
the Sun. In his left Hand is fomething crooked 
at the Point, probably defigned for the Sceptre of 
Olympus, and in his Right is the Flagellum, or 
Flail. Heiscloathed in a yellow Garment, with- 
out any Shade ; and on his Head is a Mitre, from 
whence iflue two Horns, of a yellow or gold Co- 
lour, and he is drawn with a Beard. Tins Figure 
is infinitely curious, as having, in every RefpecT:, 
the characteriftical Marks of the a' tient Egyptian 
Bacchus ; notwithstanding, as we have juft before 
obferved, he fits here, as Judge of the inf ernal Re- 
gions, in the Character of Pluto. As to our Con- 
jecture of his being reprefented as the antient E- 
gyptian Bacchus, fitting in Jupiter's Chair, with 
the Sceptre of Olympus in his Hand, there is one 
Paffage in the G? eek Poet Nonnus, which fe^ms to 
ftrengthen it, where he fays, " I have heard, than 
*' of Old Jupiter gave his Chair, with the Sceptre 
€( of Olympus, and his Thunder, as a Gift, to Za- 
ss grus, the more antient Dionyfus; and the Vine 
cc to the Wine faced Bacchus. '* Now, that the 
Chair on which Ofiris, or c Pluto, is reprefented 
fitting, is defigned for that of Jupiter, or the Sun, 
feems, in fome Meafure, pointed out on the Mum- 
my ; the under Square thereof being uniformly of 
the fame fiery Colour, with almolt every other 
Symbol of the Sun thereupon ; and the fiery Part 
being undermoft, to rcprefent the Sun's Abfence, 
this Scene of Pluto being laid in the Region of the 
Maries. Next, as to the two Horns of Gold, iffu- 
ing from each Side of his Head, or rather of his 
JVlitre, there is a particular Paffage, in Sidonius 
Apollinarisy which feems particularly to agree with 
this Circumftancc reprefented on our Mummy ; 
when, fpeaking of the Egyptian Jupiter, he fays, 

Caput aurea rumpunt 

Cornua, & indigfnam jaculantur tulminis fgnein t 8cc. 

Befides, Eujebius, defcribing the Egyptian Bac- 
chus, or Oft r is, "quotes fome of the Verfes of Or- 
pheus, wherein he is reprefented with two golden 
Horns, like thofe of a Bull, iffuing from the Sides 
of his Head : And Hieronymus Alcander, in his 
learned Treatifc, Tab. Marmor. p. 23. fays, that 
the Anticnts placed golden Horns on the Head of 
Bacchus, as a Symbol of the Sun's Ueams 5 from 
whence, continues he, the Greeks called him Chrtt- 
fokeron. Another phyfical Reafon, for the paint- 
ing him with fuch Horns, is given by Diodorus Si- 
cuius, when, fpeaking of the Grecian Bacchus, he 
fays> there was another Dionyfus, who cxiitcd for 
many Ages before the Grecian, wliofe Name was 
Sabqfius', and adds, that he was the firfr. who taught 
Men how to yoke Oxen, and to plow, and fow the 
Ground; for which Reafon, continues he, they rc- 
prefent his Image with Horns. 

The next Particular, remarkable in this Tmage 
of Oft ris, or Pluto, is the Mitre on his Head; a 
Circumftancc, of which Diodorus takes Notice, 
when, fpeaking of Bacchus, he fays, that one of 

his 
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his other Marks was bis weaving* Mitre, for which 
he wai {tiled Mitrophor os. 1 his che Gfceks took 
from the Egyptians, for on moft of. Ofiris, on 
Egyptian Monuments, in Britain, and we believe, 
eltewhere, he is reprefented with a Mitre upon 
his Head. . But v. hat is molt curious in this Image 
is his Beard 9 which indeed is one of the chief 
charafteriftical . Marks pf the ancient Egyptian 
Bacchus, cp. diliinguifti him from the Grecian or 
younger Bacchus, who had not any Beard. To 
prove this, we have the exprefs Teftimony of 
Di odor us Siculus, who fays, " There were two 
•« Gods named Bacchus, wherefore the Greets 
*' painted him with two Faces : The moft ancient 
*' of them was called Dicnyfus. and wore a Beard, 
c< becaufe, in ancient Times, it was cuftomary for 
* c Men to let them grow ; whereas the younger 
ct Bacchus was drawn young and fmooth«taced." 

From all thefe Paffages, it is worthy Observa- 
tion, that thefe two chara&eriftical Marks, the 
Horns, and Beard, on* the Image of Ofiris, on 
this Mummy, whereby he is dittinguiftied to be 
the moft anciejit Bacchus, are of no fmall Impor- 
tance, for clearing up that perplexing Jumble, 
which a Multitude of Authors have made, in con- 
founding the Elder and Younger Bacchus with each 
other : And it is humbly to be imagined, that had 
the great Sir Ifaac Newton, and other modern Au- 
thors, fcen and examined this, and fuch like Mo- 
numents of the Egypt if us, he never would have 
aliened that Sefojti is, whom he makes to be Shi- 
Jhak\ was alfo Ofiris, or the Egyptian Bacchus \ 
neither would others have confounded the Ancient 
Bacchus with the Younger fo frequently as they do. 
bir Ifaac has indeed hereby, in anew and very 
furprizing Manner, made the Egyptian Ofiris co- 
temporary with Rchoboam ; into which ftrangeand 
Angular Opinion he mult certainly have been led, 
by reckoning the Bacchus pi the Greeks the only 
Bacchus ; without confidering that there had been 
a much more ancient Bacchus, many Ages before 
the Bacchus of the Grecians, whofe characteriltical 
Marks, different from thofe of the other, we not 
only find plainly defcribed by the Greek Authors, 
but may fee actually confirmed fo to be, both by 
this Mummy, and by divers other illuftrious Mo- 
numents of the Egyptians, Irill remaining amongft 
us. To conclude, the Habic, on this Figure of 
Ofiris, is reprefented without any Kind of Shade, 
or Variety of Colours ; which correfponds exactly 
with what Plutarch allcrts of the Egyptian Ofiris> 
when fpcaUing of die .Garment of Ifis, he fays, In 
the Garment g/ Ofiris, there is neither any Shade, or 

I ariety of Colour. 

The next Thing reprefented on this Symbolical 

Piffure, is the Figure of a Lotus, expanded or 
blown, upon its Stalk, from the Root whereof, a 
comprcifcd one, like a Papavcr, or Poppy, appears 
on each Side. On the Top of the expanded one, 
before Ofii is, ftandyW embalmed human Creatures, 
one with the Head of a Man, another with that of 
n Dog, the third with the Head of a /Volf, the 
fourth with that of an Eagle, or Hawk. Ftrjl, as 
to the Lotus which is expanded or blown, and the 
two which are compreft, or fhut, they feem to have 
been reckoned, by the Egyptians, as Symbols of 
the Surfs Riling andSetring; for Diofcorides, as he 
hi cju vied by Cuperus, fays, 4l The Lotus is produ- 
** cvd in Egypt, growing in the Fields, which 
" had been overflown, on a Sialic, like that of a 
° lie. finall in lilollbin, ai d white like a Lilly. 



tc They report that it flirinks, or fliuts itfelf up, 
tf when the Sun fets, but opens at his Rifing ; that 
" it hides its Top in the. -.Water in the Evening, 
" but rifes out of the ;Water in the Morning. »* 
We have alfo the Authority of P rectus and Pliny 
for this Particular. 

As to the four embalmed Animals, ftanding on 
the -expanded Lot us ^ facing Ofiris, this may be 
prefumed to be nothing but a phyfical Symbol of 
the different Properties or Powers of the fame 
for it is certain, that the Egyptians feigned God, 
or the Sun, as fitting upon a Lotus, whereby they 
typified his Dominion and Pre-eminence over all 
earthly Things. As to the four Animals upon the 
Lotus, fymbolizing as many Properties or Powers 
of the Sun j they feem fo to be, becaufe they are 
of the Number of thofe facred Animals, which, 
all who have treated of the Egyptian Theology, 
agree to be Types of the Properties of that God : 
Whence, they are very often joined on the Men/a 
Ijiaca, and other confpicuous Monuments of the* 
Egyptians. Bcfides, they are very iimiiar to the 
Defcription gi ven by K i i cher, avAWitfiiis^ of four 
Figures, called by them Hcmpthai Numinis Stipa- 
lores, or the Guardian Attendants of the God Hem- 
tha, by Plutarch termed Etnet, the fame with So/, 
or the Egyptian Oftris, who were the four chief 
Melfengers or Angels (as tVitfius ftiies them) fent 
by that God, to execute his Commands. 1 he firfi 
of thefe was called Horus, and was reprefented in 
the Shape of a Boy : The fecond had the Face of 
a Dog, and was named Kunoprofopos : The third, 
had the Head of a Hawk, was termed by the E- 
gyptians Thaujius, and was remarkable for having 
the Horn of Jupiter Hammon : And the fourth was 
reprefented with the Afpeft of a Lion, and was* 
ftiled Momphta. As to the laft Particular of the 
Lion's Head, it is the only Circumftance, except* 
ing the Horn of Jupiter Hammon before- mention- 
ed, wherein the Defcription does not exaftly a- 
gree with the Reprefentation on the Mummy ; one 
of the Figures on the Mummy having the Head 
of a Wolf, and not of a Lion, It is to be imagin- 
ed, therefore, that there were not only more of 
thefe Stipa tores, or Guardian Attendants of Ofiris, 
than are mentioned by Kircber, and TVitfius $ but 
that it was absolutely left to the Determination 
of the Perfon, who originally confecratcd the 
Mummy to thefe different Egyptian Deities, to re- 
prefent thereon which-foevcr he plcafed, therefore 
fome might choofe that with the Head of a /Vol/, 
and others that with the Head of a Lion. This 
will appear more evident immediately, with re- 
gard to the Head of the Wolf, and the Dog, from 
a Paflage in Mac r obi us, which fcems to account 
for fuch a Reprefentation; for, in fpcaking of the 
Manner in which the Image of Ofiris, or the Sun, 
was fometimcs reprefented in Egypt, he mentions 
its being drawn with the Heads of a Lion, a Dog, 
and a ifolf. The Wo/?, he adds, h a Symbol of 
pair Time, and the Dog 9 of future Tirric; and in- 
deed, it muft be owned, that thefe Symbols of 
Time are very aptly applied to t;hc Sun, t fincc the 
periodical Revolutions and Motions of that glo- 
rious Luminary, arc the only certain Meafurcs of 
Time. 

Haying thus given an Account of the Reprefen- 
tation is t in the Charafter of the old k'gyp»> 
tian Deity, called by the Greeks , Pluto, and of the 
Lotus opened and fhut, with the Animals Handing 
thereon, the next Point to be confidered is, with 

what 
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what Defign they are fuppofcd to be placed in the 
infernal Regions. In order to iliuftratc this, we 
{hail begin with the Figure of OJiris, or Pluto , 
whom we may fuppofe to fit there as a Judge ; 
perhaps alfo he was defigned to be there represent- 
ed, as Judge of the Soul, and Actions, of the very 
Pcrfon whofe Body was contained within the Cof- 
fin. What gives Room for this Conjecture is, the 
Appearance of a Figure, which leems to have 
been defigned for an /Jgatho- Damon, or good Ge- 
nius, leading in a human Creature before the Judg- 
ment-feat of OJiris ; where the facred Scribe of 
the Egyptians, diftinguifhed by the Volume, or 
Roll of P aper, in one Hand, and the Schoinos in 
the other, juft as he is defer i bed by Clemens Alex- 
a?idrinus t and with the Head of an Ibis, fcems re- 
counting before OJiris, or Pluto, the fupreme Judge 
of the Shades, the Detail of the Dcceafed's A£ti- 
fuppofed ro have been weighed in the Bal- 
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lance, which appears rcprefented in the fame fym- 
bolical Picture. 

Now that the Egyptians believed OJiris, and 
I/is, or Ceres and Bacchus as the Greeks called them, 
were the fupreme Governors of the Shades, is 
plain from the Teftimony of many ancient Au- 
thors. Herodotus, in particular, fpeaking of the 
ancient. Egyptians fays, That the Egyptians belie- 
ved Ceres and Bacchus bad the Dominion of the 
infernal Shades. It is alfo confirmed by Servius, 
that Sol, or Bacchus, defcended into Hell, or the 
Region of the Manes % and Natalis Comes fays, 
that Lucian thinks Pluto was fo called, becaufe he 
abounded in Dead. Now that OJiris was the fame 
with the Grecian Pluto, and the Judge of the Dead, 
is made appear beyond all Doubt, by a moft cir- 
cumltantial Paffage in Plutarch, for fpeaking of 
OJiris, he fays, " That OJiris, Governor, and 
<r Prince of the Dead, is no other than the fame 
•* whom the Greeks call Hades or Pluto " which 
Is explaining what the Priefts were unwilling to 
reveal, and only hinted in an obfeure Manner. 

Beyond what has been already defcribed, as has 
been before obferved, is the Reprefentation of a 
Ballance, or Pair of Scales, erected, and fupported 
In the Middle, by a kind^ of crooked Poft, like a 
Tree, and two human Figures, one on each Side 
of the Poft. That on the Right-hand, has on its 
Shoulders the Head of a Hawk, and the other on 
the Left that of a IVolf, both turned contrary wife 
to each other : This, perhaps, was defigned to 
fymbolizc the oppofite Good and Bad Principles, 
a Doctrine which, as Plutarch tells us, the Egyp- 
tian r believed, before any other Nation whatfoever, 
the Hawk reprcfenting the Goody or Ofirian Being, 
and the IPol/the Bad, or 'Typhonian Being. Each 
of thefe feem, by putting the Scales down towards 
their own Side, to claim, as it were, the Soul of 
the Dcceafccl as his own; and the Ballance feems 
to intimate, that after the Actions of the Dcccafed 
are weighed, the facred Scribe, already mentioned, 
enumerates them before Pluto, the fupreme Judge 
of the Shades, that he may pafs Sentence on the 
Deceafed, who feems to be led in by the -dgatho- 
£),amon before the Tribunal of OJiris* 

The next Particular to be obierved in this fym- 
bolieal Painting, is, the Figure immediately be- 
hind the Chair of OJiris, which reprefents a Fe- 
male Handing erect, with Wings confuting alfo of 
three Rows of Plumage, one pointed downwards, 
and covering the Thigh, as is very often feen on 
die Menfa Ijnica> and the other raifed and extend- 



er 



tc 



ed : In her Hand, above the Wing, is a fmall 
Sickle ; and on her Head (he fupports a Globe of 
a pale Colour, placed in the Midlt of a Crefcent, 
or Horns. This Figure feems evidently to be ano- 
ther Reprefentation of Ijis, the Grecian Ceres, and 
Projerpine ; for Projerpine, as Porphyry fays, is 
reprefented with Horns as well as Bacchus, and is 
ftol to accompany OJiris or Pluto into the Region 
of #ie Shades. . This Figure alfo is a combined 
Symbol both of the Earth and Moon, and agrees 
very well with the Egyptian Theology j for by 
the fcrefcent, and fmall pale Globe, lhe is both 
Projerpine , and the Moon, but by the female Form, 
and the Sickle, in a phyjical Senfe, lhe is I/is, or 
the Earth. t As to the Jirjl, we have an exprefs 
Demonft ration thereof in Plutarch, who fays. 
That the Egyptians alfcrt Jjis to be no other 
than the Moon, and her Images fhe\v her fo to 
be, fhe being reprefented with Horns co typify 
^ her different Phajes. " Befides, there are two 
Figures like this on the Mummy, with vVings co- 
vering the Thigh, to be feen on the Menja Ijiaca 9 
or Table of IJis, with a Crefcent and Horns, both 
of which Pignorius explains to be defigned as Sym> 
bols of the Moon. 

Beyond this complex Figure of the Moon and 
Earth, is another Female, defigned for one of the 
Agatha- Damones of the Egyptians, or what they 
call the Genii Avcrrujici, whofe Office it was to 
drive away Evil ; wherefore, fhe holds in one 
Hand the Amulet, for Confervation, and in the 
other the Diviner's ^pod. Now there feems to be 
two Proofs on the MujQ2,my, that moft of the fore- 
mentioned Scene is laid**? the Region of Hades, 
or the Shades. Firjl, at the Entrance, where the 
Balla/icesy and Good and Evil Genii appear, there 
is the Figure of a voracious female Animal, as 
appears by her Teats, fitting on a Bafis, whofe un- 
der Square is of the fame red and fiery Colour* 
with the other Re prefen rations of the Sun on the 
Mummy. The Mouth is wide open ; and flie 
feems in the Action of Howling ; and appears 
plainly to be the fame whom the Greeks and 
mans afterward called Perfephone, and Projerpine, 
and whom Pluto is feigned to have ravifhed, and 
carried into Hell: Before this female howling Ani- 
mal is reprefented fomethinglikc a Goofe's Feather, 
or a Pen, placed at the Entrance into the Region 
of the Shades. It is furprizing, how well the 
whole of this agrees with the Mythology of the 
Ancients ; and now ftrong an Evidence it is, (a- 
mongft many others on this Mummy > that the 
Greeks, and the reft of the Pagan World, had 
their Theology from the ancient Egyptians : For 
in the firlt Place, Projerpine is here reprefented 
like a female Animal; and in the fame Manner 
did the Greeks reprcfent their Cerberus, or Hecate, 
only they drew her with three Heads. This, by 
the bye, gives room to judge, that in all Proba- 
bility, this Mummy is more ancient than the Fa- 
ble itfelf of the Grecian Cerberus ; and that the 
Cerberus of the Greeks and Romans, was Cam's 
in the female Senfe, that is, a Bicch, is plain from 
that Paflage of Euripides in Plutarch, Hecates Si- 
mulachrum Lucifer f fie s Cams. Nat a lis Comes fays, 
flic was called canicida & carnivora Dea, a Dog- 
killing and Flejh'dcvouring Goddcjs, becaufe Dogs 
were facrificcd to her ; and as to her Howling^ there 
is one remarkable PafTage in Apuleius to explain 
it ; for in asking the Goddcfs Ijts in what Manner 
flic would be pleafed to be invoked, he demanded, 
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amongft many other Names appropriated to her 
Divinity, whether Ihe chofe to be called upon by 
that awful one of Proferpine, terrible on Account 
of her nightly Howlings ; feu noffurnis Ulutatibtis 
horrenda Proferpina : And Sophocles obferves, that 
Proferpine obtained Howlings and Tearing of the 
Hair, &c. to be performed in Honour of her, in- 
ftead of Sacrifices, for Proferpine was the Queen of 
the Dead j whence Horace fays ; 

Mifta Senum ac Juvenum denfa?itur Funera ; nullu m 
Sava Caput Proferpina///^ it. 

As to the Pen, placed before that female Ani- 
mal, upon the Mummy, it is certain that the An- 
cients (as Mr, Lloyd obferves) were of Opinion, 
that Proferpine wrote down^ on the Pofts of the 
Gates of Hell, the Names of all thofe who were 
fummoned out of this Life into another World ; 
for which Reafon Statins fays ; 



Nec dum ilium aut trunca lujlraverate obvia Taxo 
Eumenis, autfurvo Proferpina pofle notarat. 

And again in his Sylvarum, ii. 6- 

Obliquoque not at Proferpina vultu. 

The next Proof that the Greeks and Romans de- 
rived their Theology from the Egyptians, is the 
plain Image of Pro/erpine in a human Form, with 
other charatteriftical Marks, painted on the Mum- 
my, over the Pl-ce where the Ballance, and the 
Good and Bad Principles are. Some of thefe are 
fo curious, as to deferve very well the Attention 
of the Learned ; if we connaer, chat over the firft 
Part of this fymbolical Picture, where the dead 
Body is laid ftretched out upon a Bier, IJis, with 
a Tutulus or Turret upon her Head, feems to be 
drawn in the Character of the Goddefs, whom the 
Greeks afterwards called Cybele, or the Earthy 
but over the other Part of the Picture, where the 
Deceafed is reprefentcd as judged, and confequently 
the Soul is fuppofed to be arri ved at the Place of 
its eternal \Abode> the Image of Proferpine r is placed, 
in a human Form. This feems to intimate, ac- 
cording to the Mythology of the Egyptians, chat 
when the Deceafed was in the State of Death, be- 
fore Judgment, and confequently, was fuppofed 
not to have pafled over in the Bar is, or Boat of 
C bar on (which mythological Story, Diodorus tells 
us, the Greeks took from the Egypt tans) they rec- 
koned him in the Dominion of Cybele \ wherefore 
the Image of that Goddefs is reprefentcd above the 
Corpfe or the Bier, as we have before obferved : 
But when it is fuppofed to be arrived at the Place 
of its eternal Abode, in the Regions of Pluto and 
Proferpine, the Figure of that Goddefs is repre- 
fentcd above it, in a human Form and with all 
her chacteriftical Marks, whereof it is proper to 
give a particular Defcription in this Place. 

On her Head fhe carries a Vcflcl, which is to 
be fuppofed tranfparcnt, and within which appears 
fomcthing of a longifh Form, and an Orange Co- 
lour, with a Speck or two of Green in the middle; 
which Veffel may probably be what the Greeks 
afterwards called Coros : And as to the Figure of 
an Orange Colour, it may be defigned to reprc- 
fent the Mutilated Sceptre fo often mentioned by 
Porphyry, when he treats of the Egyptian Mytho- 
logy, in his Defcription of Proferpine. This mu- 
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tilated Sceptre, he fays, typifies Pluto's Govern- 
ment of the Shades ; as may alio the green Specks, 
the Seeds of Vegetables, or Grain latent within 
the Bofom of the Earth. Hence was it that the 
Egyptians feigned that IJts, or the Earth, locked 
up the privy Parts of Ojiris within a Cheft ; and 
the fame Author, in treating of the fymbolical 
images of Proferpine, fays very exprefly, * f That 
fhe carries in them the Symbols of young 
Plants proceeding from their Seeds on Earth, " 
which Seeds are the very Reprefentation on this 
Mummy. The fame Author fays alfo, that Pro- 
ferpine is that preferving Power of the Seeds; and 
Pluto that Sun, • which in the Winter Solftice^ 
roves among!): the hidden and unknown Regions 
under the Earth. Hence, continues he, comes the 
Fable of the Rape of Proferpine , whom Ceres 
eagerly follows into the Region of the Shades. 

From all thefe Paffages we have good Reafon 
to judge, that the Veflel on the Head of Profer- 
pine upon the Mummy, is that myftical Coros* 
or f acred Cheft of the Egyptians, and the Figure 
within it a Symbol of that mutilated Sceptre, or 
the Privities of 0 fir is, fo frequently mentioned 
by ancient Authors. Its Orange Colour is the 
fame with whatever is defigned to reprefent Flefh 
on the Mummy, and very much the Completion 
of the Egyptians j nay the fame Author adds, in 
exprefs Terms, that the Egyptians typify the Ef- 
ficacy of the Seeds of the Earth, under the Form 
of a Priapus, which Proferpine carries about with 
her. This was one of the Myfteries revealed, in 
the Ceremony of Initiation or Admiffion into the 
ddyta of the Egyptian Priefts, when, it was pro* 
poled to them as a Condition neceflary to be com- 
ply 'd with, previous to their Entrance, to take upon 
them the Stigma of this mutilated Member, by 
Circumcifion j and Clemens -rfhxandrinus fays, thac 
Pythagoras was circumcifed, in order to be ini- 
tiated, and to learn the myftical Doctrine of the 
Egyptians* Hence came the Proceffion of the E- 
gyptian Bacchantes, in which the facred Cheft of 
OJiris was carried before them 5 it is alfo to be 
imagined, that hence came the Totaphot of the 
Jews, mentioned by Scaliger, as derived from the 
Egyptians 5 and Samuel Petitus defcribing fome of 
thefe Amulets, fays they were in the Form of a 
Pettis, of a bak'd Clay, and were worn by the 
Way of Bulla, hung to a String. He adds, thac 
God prohibited the Jews from wearing them any 
longer, as they had done in Egypt ; wherefore he 
exchanged them into Amulets of another Nature, 
as Frontlets, See. From hence alfo was the myfti- 
cal Worfhip of the P hallos, amongft the Moabites, 
Colchians, Syrians, Phoenicians, and Greeks and in- 
deed amongft every Nation who took their Reli- 
ion from the Egyptians : From hence alfo was the 
rigin of Circumcifion, amongft many of thofc 
People. 

As thefe are all the Particulars relating to the 
fymbolical Picture on the Coffin, ic may not be 
amifs to make one Remark thereupon, which 
may, perhajps, be of lome Confequence; ic is 
this : That it is worth examining, whether by this 
whole Reprefentation of the Egyptian Pluto, Pro- 
ferpine, the Genii, the dead Body on the Bier, the 
Oppoftte Good and Bad Principles* the Ballance* 
any Thing more was designed than an AIlu- 
fion to the particular Ceremony, or Cuftom, 
among the Egyptians y of judging their Dead, 
before they were deemed worthy of Burial, as is 
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fully related by Diodorus Siculus ; or whether it 
be an Evidence, as far as the Nature of the Thing 
will admit, that the Whole was defigned as an 
Allufion to the Belief the Egyptians entertained 
at the TimVof embalming this Mummy, of the 
Immortality of the Soul, of a future Exiftence after 
Death, and of an Intellectual Judge, who was to 
pronounce the Deceafed worthy,., or unworthy of 
Eternal Blifs, accordingto the Tenour of his 
Conduct upon Earth. TKis is a Queftion to be 
determined by the Learned, till which is done, 
the latter Opinion feems moft eligible. For, thac 
the Egyptians believed the Soul's Exiftence in a 
fcparate^State after Death, and that thofe of Good 
Men were to live, after their Deceafe, in the 
Society of the Juft, is evident from a very re- 
markable Paffage in Diodorus Siculus, where, in 
mentioning the Ceremonies ufed at the Funerals 
of the Egyptians 1 - he fays, that " After fpeaking 
** the Panegyrick of the Deceafed, and enume- 
" rating his praifc -worthy Actions and Virtues, 
** they pray to the Gods of the infernal Shades, 
** to receive him into the Society of the Righ- 
teous, and admit him into the Enjoyment of 
their eternal Happinefs. They give out, con- 
€C tinues he, that the Perfon buried is to live with 
** the Righteous, in the Regions of Dis or Plu- 
* c to, " Thefe Paflages are very exprefs, as to 
the Egyytians believing that the Souls of Good 
Men were to exift in a feparate State, in the So- 
ciety of the Blefled ; and that they had a Notion 
of eternal Happinefs. It appears evidently thac 
they entertained this Belief, as well as that phy- 
fical and fabulous Opinion, that Pluto and the Sun 
roved in the Winter in the Region of the Shades. 
That they believed the Immortality of the Soul 
before the Time of Herodotus^ is very plain from 
a Paflage in that Author, where he not only fays, 
that the Egyptians believed that Doftrine, but 
that chey were the firfi who aflerted it ; in which, 
however, as we have before obferved, we fancy 
he is miftaken, unlcfs he only meant that they 
were the firft of the Heathens who embraced that 
Opinion* 

However, (hould it be granted, that the fym- 
bolical Pi&ure we have been describing, is a pro- 
bable Evidence, that the Egyptians believed the 
Immortality of the Soul, at the Time of their em- 
balming this Mummy, it fcems to be a ftrong 
negative Argument with Relation to the Anti- 
quity thereof; That is, it will be a ftrong pre- 
emptive Proof that it was neither coeval with, 
nor prior to, the Time of the Promulgation of the 
Mofaical Law, and the writing of the Pentateuch : 
Becaufe there does not feem to be one exprefs 
Text in all the five Books of Mofes which pofi- 
tively maintains the Belief of Rewards and Pu- 
niftiments in another World y neither does any af- 
firm, that the Egyptians themfelvcs, in their moft 
early Dynafties, had any Manner of Knowledge 
thereof j and it is to be prcfumed, that had either 
the Egyptians or yews been acquainted therewith, 
at the Time they inhabited Egypt together, the 
Do£trine of living happily after Death is of a 
Nature fo tempting and agreeable to Mankind, 
as could not poflibly have been concealed from 
either of them, but muft neceflarily have found a 
ready Reception from both of them. 

Below the emblematical Pi£hirc are ten diffe- 
rent Compartments bounded by yellow Stripes or 
Borders, wherein are certain facred Characters of 
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the Egyptians. Two Sorts of emblematical Fi- 
gures are contained within thefe Compartments j 
of which fome feem to be certain of the Egyptian 
Deities, and others their Genii ^verrunci, or the 
Hempthai Numinis Stipatores, already mentioned, 
that is, the Guardian- Attendants' of their God 
OJirts. Thefe Figures are both Male, and Female, 
and the Fields wherein they ftand are of three Co- 
lours, green, blue, and red. 

•In the firft Compartment within a green Field, 
On the right Side of the Mummy, is the Figure 
of a Man, in v/hofe Left-hand feems to be a Vo- 
lume or Roll of Papyrus, or Egyptian Paper, 
whereof we ftiall fpeak hereafter, like chat in the 
Hand of the facred Scribes in the fymbolical Pic- 
ture already explained. On his Neck is the Head 
of an Ibis, which Sort of Figures being frequent 
amongft the Egyptians, the Greeks called them in 
general Ibimorphoi ; and on the Top of his Head, 
is what may bejprefumed to be a Flame, ifluing 
from beneath a fm all Globe : From all which Cir- 
cumtfances, we take this Figure to have been de- 
iigned for a Reprefentation of the Egyptian Her- 
mes. As to his being drawn with the Head of an 
Ibis, the Figure of Hermes was commonly painted 
in the fame Manner, which might be only to de- 
note that his Perfon was efteemed facred, as has 
been obferved before, in explaining of the Fi- 
gure of the chief Embalmer; and as to the Flame 
iffuing from under the Globe, it is frequently to 
be feen over the Heads of facred Perfons, on the 
Men/a Ifiaca, and was probably defigned to fym- 
bolize a Spirit, as the Globe, or Star above it, 
might be to typify his ^potheofis, or being ranked 
amongft the Gods ; and a Volume of Papy, us in 
his Hand, to reprefent his Invention of Letters, 
and Eloquence. For Het mes, fays Diodorus Sicu- 
lus, was admired, above all others* on Account of 
his Eloquence j and becaufe of his Invention of 
Letters, Aftronomy, and Harmony, was ranked 
amongft the Gods. 

In the oppofite Compartment, which is like- 
wife green, ftands another Figure, on whofe Shoul- 
ders is the Head of the Hierax, or Hawk, holding 
in one Hand a Baculus or Wand, which fome have 
imagin'd the Diviner's Rod ; and in the other* the 
Phylatlerion or Amulet for Prcfervation. Such 
Figures as this, which feems to be defigned as 
another Reprefentation of one of thofe Stipatores, 
or Guardian-G«w7 of Oftris, fo often before men- 
tioned, the Greeks afterwards called Hierocephaloi^ 
but they were termed Tbau/ii by the Egyptians, 
according to Witfus, as has been already obferved 
another (Jccafion. 

On the other Side, in a Compartment of deep- 
blue* under Hermes, is another human Figure, 
with the Head of a Wolf, holding in one Hand* 
the fame Kind of Baculus, already mentioned, 
and alfo the Phylatlerim, whence it may likewife 
be reckoned another of thofe Guardian-Gtvj/V be- 
forementioned of Hemptha, or Oftris. Over-againft 
this, within a red Compartment, altogether of a 
human Shape, and of the Male Kind, holding in 
one Hand a Bacchus, and in the other a Pbylac* 
teriofh of the fame Sort as thofe of the others. 

On the oppofite Side to the laft, is a human 
Figure with a Ram's Head, holding in one Hand 
the fame Sort of Baculus* as he does in the other, 
the fame Kind of Phylatlerion or Amulet. Over 
his Head is a Flame, ifluing from under a fmall 

Star, or Globe j from all which CircumilanccS 

thin 
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this Figure feems evidently to be a Reprefenta- lyc watching. Thefe two Dogs, or Wolves are 
tion of the Egyptian Jupiter Hammon\ and per- termed Symbols of the two Hemifpheres by Cle- 
haps, the molt com pleat one of any that can be mens Alcxandrinus. 

p roduced. Herodotus fays, the Tkebans facrifice What has been already mentioned being the 
a Ram every Year, on the Feitival of Jupiter Particulars reprefentcd on the Front, and Sides of 
Hammon, and flaying off the Skin, cloath the Sta- the Coffin, all that now remains is to give an 
tue of Jupiter therewith : And, in another Place, Account of the third Part thereof, where is to be 
he fays cxprefsly, that the Egyptians reprefent feen the Figure of a Female (landing erec*r, with 
his Statue or Image with a Ram's Face : He long black Hair flowing down her Neck and 
adds, that the Ammonians had this Image from Shoulders. Divers Parts of her Body are naked, 
the Egyptians, of whom they were a Colony ; and as her Neck, Shoulders, Breaft, Arms, and Feet ; 
that the Egyptians called Jupiter by the Name of only over each Shoulder appears fomcwhat like a 
Ammonus. The Flame ©ver his Head, as we have Tippet, of a red Colour, with yellow and dark 
obferved elfe where, was probably defigned to dc- Borders, fattened to a Girdle, which is juft below 
note him a Spirit; and the little Globe, or Star, her Breaft. From the Girdle to the Middle of the 
to reprefent his Apotheofis, or being ranked Lee (he is drefled in a Habit of divers Colours, 
amongft the Gods ; fo that the Figure of Ammo- yellow, red, and green. Something like Brace- 
nus, and the other of the Egyptian Hermes al- Jers are round her Arms and Ankles j and her Feet, 
ready defcri bed, are the only two Deities, typi- which are without Sandals, are clofe to each other. 
h*ed amongft thofe Genii Aver r unci, and dgatho She (lands upon a Ban's, made, as it were, of 
Damons already mentioned. Beams of various Colours; and round her Head is 

On the lateral Views of the Coffin are ten a Diadem of a deep red, within a yellow Border, 
more Compartments, five on each Side, which which hangs down to the Back- part of her Head, 
contain as many Reprefentations of thefe watchful She holds in her Hands Vitta, or Ribbons of a 
Genii, and Guardian-Angels, both Male and Fe- darkilh red Colour, and from the Diadem uTues 
male, as appears by their Habits, each of which a fhort Pole or Stem, which being fattened to the 
has an Jnubian Staff, and a Phylaclerion in its faid Diadem, fupports a half Globe, or Disk, on 
Hands. They are all entirely human Figures, which a Hierax or Hawk pearches, and near which 
excepting one, which has the Head of a Wolf; the Figure of a Sickle, or Meffbria is plainly to 
-which, ncverthelcfs, may alfo be judged one of be feen. The Hawk is of a green Colour, only 
the Guardian- Genii of Hemptha, or O/tris. the Tail is tipt with red, not unlike a Parrot : 

Immediately under the twenty Compartments is The Legs and Talons are red, and the Eyes of the 
a Reprefentation of two fquare Buildings of a Colour of Fire ; and from over the Head iflues 
green Colour, in each of which is a Gate painted fomewhat like a Flame, in the Middle of whereof 
red. Over each of thefe Buildings is the Figure is a little Globe or Star, refembling thofe which 
of a Wolf, or Fox couchant, of a Jet-black Co- have been already defcribed ; from the Top of the 
lour, over whofe whofe Neck is the Ftagellum or Head alfo rife two large Feathers- Behind this 
Flail of Oftris : All thefe laft Particulars are in- Hawk is reprefented a Flagellum, or Flail, like 
verted. Thefe "Buildings fcem another Reprefen- that in the Hand of the Images of Ofiris^ between 
tation of the Domain of Pluto, in the Region of which, and the Neck of the Hawk, are divers 
the Shades ; as do the Wolves another phyfical Hiero-Grammata, or facred Characters, contained 
Symbol of the Sun : With Regard to this, it is between two Lines. 

evident that feveral Nations, who took their Re- Thefe being all the Particulars reprefented on 
ligion from the Egyptians, ftyled the Sun or A- the Back of the Coffin, let us next examine, what 
folio, Lycius, which is derived from the Greek Account can be given thereof from ancient Au- 
Lycos, a Wolf. Macrobius avers, that C leant bes thors. Firft, As to the Female Figure's being 
averts, they called Apollo, or the Sun Lycius, and drefled in a Habit of divers Colours, with the 
afTigns a phyfical Reafon for their fo doing : The Legs and Feet clofe to each other, there is one 
fame Author fays, that the City of Lycopobs, near Pallage in Porphyry, which accounts for it in a 
the Egyptian Thebes, is a Tcftimony that the Sun very la tisfaftory Manner ; for he informs us very 
was called Lycos, both Apollo, and the Wolf being plainly, that this Figure is a Symbol of the vi- 
<worfhipped there with equal Devotion 5 both fible World. Speaking of the Egyptians, ** They 
being called by the fame Name Lycos, and the <c fymbolizc the World (fays he) by a human 
Sun being adored in both. He adds, that the <f Figure, with the Feet clofe to each other, and 
Wolf, by the Sharpnefs of its Sight, eludes the * c from the upper Part downwards cloathed in a 
Darknefs of the Night ; Ac plurimitm Oculorum t( Garment of divers Colours, and fupporting on 
Acic cernens tencbras Notlis cvincit. Befidcs, no- "its Head a Golden Globe. " Immediately af- 
thing feems more convincing that thefe. Wolves terwards he accounts for thefe three particular 
were defigned as Symbols ot the Sun, than the Circumftances in the Symbols \ by the Feet being 
Ftujrelluw of Oftris, which is reprefented, in a clofe to each other, he fays, is typified the World's 
Manner, as joined to them ? and they feem to be never changing Place; by the Globe, its Rotun- 
thofe Animals which Porphyry calls Anubides. He dity, or orbicular Form 5 and by the Garment of 
fays, that Pluto kept fuch Animals by him in the divers Colours, the various Nature of the Stars, 
infernal Regions 5 and that their Office was to This Dcfcription does not differ from the Figure 
guard the Grain, which had been lodged in the on the Coffin, in any RefpeQ:, excepting the 
Earth from periftiing ; and that it being impreg- Golden Globe. Plutarch alfo represents the Habit 
uared by the folar Rays, Pluto gives it a rower of Ijis to be party»coloured, for which he affigng 
of being produced, and brought to Maturity, this phyfical Reafon. *< The Garment of IJis 0 
This folur Meat is, perhaps, reprefented by the (t (fays he) is of divers Colours, becaufe her 
two reel fiery Doors, that lead into the two fquare <c Power operates upon Matter, which changes 
Buildings, over which the Wolves, or Anubides €€ into, and contains every Thing; Light, Dark- 
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ce ne r Sf Day, Night, Fire, IVater, the Beginning, 
tc an d End. " But, amongft all the Paffages in 
ancient Authors, which illuftrate this Particular, 
of the Garment of Ifis being of divers Colours, 
no one defcribes it fo circumftantially as Apuleius, 
who fpeaking of the Manner, in which the Queen 
of Heaven, that is, the Ifis of the Egyptians, ap- 
pear'd to him, as has been already obfcrv'd, de- 
fcribes her Drefs, as follows : Multicolor, Byjfo 
tenui prattxta\ nunc albo Candore lucida, nunc 
croceo Hore lutca, nunc rofeo rubore fiammida, €sf 
qua longe long e que etiam meam co?ifutabat Obtutum* 
This Defcription is fo very like the Figure repre- 
fented on the very Coffin, that it fhews plainly the 
Antients have been very exaft in the mythological 
Reprefentations of their Deities, fo as to make 
them agree in every Point with the Defcriptions 
given them. As to the Fitta, or Ribbons in the 
Hands of the Hands of the Female Figure, we 
think Vefila, who was the fame amongft the Greeks 
and Romans, as Ifis amongft the Egyptians, is de- 
fcrib'd by Virgil with fuch Vitta in her Hands. 

Manibus Fittas, Veflcmque Potcntem, 
Mternumque Adytis tffct t pcnetralibus Ignem. 

In Effefr, it is very apparent, from the magni- 
ficent Epithets given her, what an exalted Opi- 
nion the Antiencs had of Ifis, as the Goddefs of 
Nature; to prove this, we need only recite her 
Titles enumerated by Apuleius, and taken from 
the Antients : He ftyles her Rerum natura Parens, 
Elementortim omnium Domina ; fcculortm progenies 
initialis ; fumma Numinum j Regina Manium ; pri- 
ma Gcelitumi Dcorum Dearumque fades unifor- 

mis. 

We have already obferv'd, that from the Dia- 
dem about the Head of our Figure there iffues a 
Ihort Pole, with a half Globe, or Disk on theTop 
of it, upon the Disk the Egyptian Hawk pearches. 
This Disk, which is of a green Colour, fecms 
plainly to typify the Earth's Hemifphere, as 
does the Hawk, itanding on it, the Sun. The 
Egyptians repre fented them in this Manner very 

properly, becaufe the Sun never illuminates or 
warms above one Hemifphere, or half of the Earth 
at a Time. The Thighs of the Hawk are of a 
yellow or Flame -Colour, and feem defign'd to 
reprefent Light, as the Lees and Talons, reaching 
to, and grafping the Half Globe, arc red, to 
Teprefent Heat ; tor both Light and Heat proceed 
from the Sun, as has been already obferv'd 5 and 
both conftantly enlighten and warm one half of 
the Earth. It is farther to be rcrnark'd, in general, 
over the whole Mummy, that where there is any 
Reprefentation of the Sun, the Colours are yellow 
and red, to fymbolize Flame and Fire, or Light 
and Heat 5 the yellow being conftantly above the 
red, becaufe Flame or Light is always feen above 
Fire. 

To proceed, that the Egyptians drew Ofiris, or 
the Sun, under the Figure of a Hawk, appears 
certain from almoft every antient Writer of their 
Affairs j and Eufebius fays, the Hawk is dedicated 

to the Sun, becaufe it is the Symbol of Light and 
Spirit, by Reafon of the Swiftncfs of its Motion, 
and foaring aloft, whence the Light comes : Horus 
Apollo alfo, fpeaking of the Hawk, amongft other 
Reafons, fays, It icems to he a proper Type of 
the Sun, above all other Birds, becaufe it looks 
ftedfaftly upon the Sun, wichout having its Eyes 

Numb. III. - 
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dazzled with its Brightnefs : He adds, That the 
Egyptians reprefent the Sun under the Form of a 
Hawk, as being the Lord of Light. Plutarch 
alfo fays, That the Egyptians frequently draw 
Ofiris under the Figure of a Hawk, becaufe that 
Bird furpa(Tes all others in Quicknefs of Sight, 
and the Rapidity of its Flight. 

Thefe Authorities, we hope, are fuflicient to 
evince, that the Hawk over the Head of the 
Figure, on the Hind -part of the Coffin, is a 
Reprefentation of Ofiris, as fymbolizing the Sun; 
and what fcems the more to confirm this, are the 
red fiery Eyes, which Macrobius afTures us, is a 
chara&criftical Mark of that Luminary ; Ut Sol 
patenti igneoque Oculo Terr am Co?ifpecJu perpetuo, 
at que iyifatigabili cernit. But the g re ate ft Demon- 
ftration of any, that the Hawk here was defigned 
as a Symbol of the Sun, is the Flame-coloured 
Globe on its Head, refembling that on the Head 
of Ifis, under the Ephod or Breaft-Plate. Now 
that the Egyptians reprefented the Sun by a Circle, 
and alfo by a fiery Disk, is very evident from 
antient Authors. Clemens Alexandrinus likewife 
fays, when the Egyptians draw the Figure of the 
Sun, they do it by defcribing a Circle; and the 
Poet Nonnus rcprefents the Sun, according to the 
Egyptian Notion, as riding round the Heavens in 
the Form of a fiery Disk. Hier* Meander alfo 
quotes an antient Poet, who defcribes the Sun 
thus ; Sic Apollo, deinde Liber fsc videtur ignifcr j 
Ambo funt Flammis creati, projatique ex Ignibus, 

All the Reprefentations then on the Front, and 
Sides of this Coffin, feem chiefly to be fo many 
phyfical Symbols, typifying the different Powers 
and Properties of their chief Deity Ofiris, or the 
Sun, as acting in and upon the different Parts of 
Nature; and what is on the Back thereof, is a 
complex Figure of both Ofiris, and Ifis, fymbo-* 
lizing all IsFature in general. What is moft 
curious upon the Whole is, the Flagellum, or Flail 
of Ofiris, and the Falx Mcfforia, or Sickle of Ifis, 
painted near their mutual Figures, being the 
characleriftical Marks, or rather Trophies of their, 
mutual Inventions, that is, of the Ufe of Grain, 
and Agriculture 5 the one being the Inftrument 
for reaping, and the other for threfhing the Corn ; 
Inventions, for which, amongft many others, they 
were both deify'd ; and Inventions, to which Re- 
ligion, Arts, Learning, and whatever clfc is 
valuable amongft Mankind, owe their Rife. 

Having thus endeavour'd to explain the Hiero- 
glyphical Figures on the Coffin before defcribed, 
and reprefented in the Prints above; we (hall next 
proceed to offer fome few Conjectures, towards 
explaining thofc, on another Monument of £- 
gyptian Antiquity no lefi curio 11:: ; being r.he 
Mummy, or embalmed Body, of fome Perfon, 
who fecms to have been of a confiderable Rank, 
as it is reafbnable to fuppofe, from the Magnifi- 
cence of the Ornaments wherewith it is embcllifli- 
cd. It may alfo be judg'd to be of the Female 
Sex ; becaufe there is not any Thing like a Beard 
to be feen, either on the Mask over the Face of 
the Mummy, or on the Face which is reprefented 
on the Coffin ; notwithftanding this Circumftance 
of its having, or not having a Beard, may be 
prefum'd tooa a Criterion, or-Teft, whereby the 
Sex of the embalmed Perfon is to be diftin- 
guifhed. 

This was alfo found in the Burial- Phi ccfi of the 
Egyptians, called Catacombs, in the Fields of 

I Sahara, 
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Sakara, near Grand Cairo, and was brought over 
to England about four Years ago. Ic confifts, as 
well as the other, of two diftincl: Parts $ the 
Mummy, or Body itfelf ; and the Loculus f oralis, 
or Coffin, wherein it is inclofed. The Body is in 
Length five Foot, five Inches, including its Ban- 
dages, and in Breadth, one Foot, four Inches, if 
meafured acrofs the Shoulders. It lies within its 
antient Loculus, or Coffin, which is made of the 
true Sycamore, or wild Fig-Tree, and is wrapt up, 
as all other Mummies are, in vaft Numbers of Lin- 
nen Bandages. The Whole thereof has been/ and 
a considerable Part of it ftill is, in a great Mea- 
fure, cover'd with an outward Garment of Linnen ; 
plaifter'd over, pretty much after the fame 
Manner as Painters prime their Canvas ; on which 
divers emblematical Reprefentations of theDeities 
of the antient Egyptians are painted, with a Sort 
of Water-Colours ; which liquid Colouring foak'd 
into the Body of the Plaifter, as Painting in 
Frefco does on plaifter'd Walls. This Mummy, 
which is undoubtedly of very great Antiquity, by 
the Injuries of Time, and perhaps, by the rough 
Ufage of thofe who found it, has fufTer'd greatly 
in the Ornaments about the Head, Neck, and 
Shoulders. 



The firft Thing worthy of Notice is the Face, 
which is hidden with a Cover of plaifter'd Linnen, 
as is alfo the Head, and the Reft of the Body. 
Over the Face, above the plaifter'd Linnen, are 
fome Remains of Gilding, which fhew that Art 
has been of very great Antiquity. What remains 
of this Gilding is clear and diftinguifhable $ and 
over it has been painted the Form of the Features; 
the Eyes and Eye -Brows being frill very dis- 
cernible j though the Gilding, in fome Places, and 
the Line of the Nofe and Mouth are almoft gone. 
On the Chin is to be fccn the Figure of a Globe, 
of a red fiery Colour, from whence iffue Wings, 
which encompafs the Sides of the Face : This 
fie ry-colour'd Globe was probably defign'd to ty- 

as has been obferv'd before, in our 
the like Figure on the Coffin, the 
added, as a proper Emblem of its 



pify the Sun , 

Remarks on 
Wings being 
Velocity. 
Now, that 



the antient Egyptians painted this 
Image of rhe Sun with Wings, is evident from a 
very remarkable Patfagc, to this Purpofe, in Ma- 
crobius ; his Colours, he fays, are various, blue, 
and light-colour'd j (and indeed fo they feem to 
be on this Mummy) the blue being., as he informs 
us, a phyfical Symbol of the lower, as the Light- 
Colour is of the upper Hemifpherc. The Paflage 
is as follows ; Hoc argumcntum JEgyptii lucidius 
abfolvimt, ipfuis Softs fimufacra pin/iata fingentes, 
qui bus co for apud iffos non ttnus ejl, alter urn enim 
ccerufea f pec it alter um cfara jingunt j ex bis cfarum 
fuperum, & cccruleum inferum vocant : lnferi auttm 
nomen Soli datur, cum in inferiori hemifphario y id 
ejl hyemalibus figtiis, curfum fuum peragit ; fuperi 
cum partem Zodiac i ambit aftivam.". The lame 
Author atferts, that thefe Wings are an Emblem 
of Velocity ; for, in obferving that the Anticnts 
believ'd the Sun and Mercury were one and the 
fame Deity, he fays, 'Prater hoc Mercurium pro 
Sole cenferi mult a document a funt- y primum, quod 
fmufacra Mcrcurii pinnatis alts adornantur, qua 
res monjlYat Soils vc foe it at em. 

The next Thing that fairly offers itfelf to the 
Eye, is a Zone, or Girdle acrofs the Breaft, full 
of vvhke S(ars, painted on, an azure Field ; which* 



very probably, may have been de/ign'd for an 
Emblem of the Starry Region, being perfectly 
agreeable to the phyfical and agronomical Re- 
ligion of the antient Egyptians. Accordingly, the 
Lord Herbert obferves, that the Andents afcrib'd 
a Sort of Divinity to the Stars ; and indeed the 
Egyptians did fo, in a particular Manner ; befides 
which, they were the Inventors of Aftronomy : 
And Eufebius, from 'Porphyry, fays, that the £- 
gyptians affign'd the Caufe of every Thing in 
Nature to the Stars ; and believ'd that all Things 
whatever were dependent on the Neccflity of Fate, 
and the Motions of the Stars. 

Beneath the Girdle of Stars is what may be 
call'd the third emblematical Reprefentation j in 
the Mid it of which is the Figure of a Scarabaus, 
or Beetle, with Wings, confifting of four Rows of 
Plumage, iffuing from its Sides. Next . to this, 
on each Side of the Breaft of the Mummy, at the 
two Ends of the Ephod, or Breaft- Plate, is repre- 
fented the Head of the Egyptian Hawk, like that 
on the Coffin before delcrib'dj only with this 
Difference, that inftead of a fiery Globe over the 
Head of each of them, here is a Circle, plac'd 
within divers other Circles, towards which two 
human Figures, with Hands uplifted, and kneel- 
ing, as in a Pofture of Adoration, have their 
Faces turn'd, and feem to direel: their Prayers. 

In endeavouring at the Explanation^ of thefe 
Figures, we ihall begin with the Scarabaus, or 
Beetle $ which, amongft the Egyptians, was un- 
doubtedly a phyfical "Emblem of the Sun j for 
which Reafon, that Infect was held in greacVene- 
ration amongft them. Accordingly Plutarch fays, 
•* The Egyptians honour'd the Jlfp, the Cat, and 
cc the Beetle, becaufe they obferv'd in them fome 
obfeure Refcmblance of the Power of the Gods, 
like the faint Image of the Sun, in Drops of 
Water. " Like wife Clemens -rflexandrinus, in 
treating of the JEnigmata, and anaglyphical Re- 
prefentations of the Egyptians, fays, that fome 
Stars were fymboliz'd by the Figure of Serpents, 
becaufe of the Obliquity of their Motions, but the 
Sun by that of a Scarabaus. Not co trouble our 
Readers with more fuperfluous Quotations, on this 
Head, there is one circuiuftantial Patfage from 
'Porphyry, which plainly lhews what an Opinion 
the Egyptians had of the Scarabaus, or Beetle. 
99 Silly People, (fays he) being unacquainted 
t( with theological Affairs, may defpife the Sea- 
" rabaus $ but the Egyptians honour chat fnfe£r, 
" as a living Image of the Sun. " 

As co the different Rows of Plumage, proceeding 
from the Sides of the Beetle, they feem not only to 
be an Emblem of the Sun's Velocity, like thofe al- 
ready decribed on the Face, but alfo of the four 
Elements, as their various Colours feem co Point 
out. The Reft, of the chird emblematical Repre- 
fentation, confifts of a Circle within other Circles, 
placed over the Heads of each of the Hawks, at 
the two Ends of the Humerak, or Ephod, and 
which alfo m3y be an aftronomical Symbol of the 
Sun, placed in the Centre of the Orbits of other 
Pianets ; for wc have already fhewn* in another 
Place, from the exprefs Teftimony of Clemens 
kxandri/ius, that the Egyptians typify'd the Sun 
by a Circle. As to the Heads ot the Hawk*, at 
the Ends of the Humerale, or Egyptian Ephod 5 as 
there is a Figure. .of the fame Kind on the Coffin, 
whereof we have treated jult before, we ( fliall re- 
fer our Readers thereunto for chc Expiration $ 

we 
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we fhall only add, that as this Bird was a Symbol 
of God, or the Sun, among the Egyptians, they 
held it in fuch great Veneration, that Herodotus 
fays, Whoever killed an Ibis, or a Hawk, whether 
it was designedly, or not, he was furcly put to 
Death. 

Now, with Regard Co chefe various Symbols of 
che Sun on this Mummy, no great Pains need be 
taken with the Learned, to convince them, that 
this glorious Luminary, if it was not the very 
firft, was, at leall, one of the Chief, amongft the 
eight primitive Gods of the Egyptia?is, mentioned 
by Herodotus 3 Di odor us Si cuius, and ethers. D to- 
do rus, in particular, has a very remarkable Paf- 
fage, which feems to confirm this : It is to this 
Effect. •* The moft Antient of the antient Egyp- 
" tians contemplating the Beauty and Order of the 
*« World around them, and being ftruck with great 
*' Admiration thereat, formed to themfelves a No- 
* c tion of the Sun and Moofi's being two original 
" and eternal Deities, and gave them the Names 
<( of O/iris, and I/is. " Nay, fo exalted an Opi- 
nion had the Egypt ians of the Sun, as Porphyry 
aflures us, that fome of them ltyled him, the 
Creator of the Univerfe ; to which we may add, 
that either in a direct or indirect Manner, thefe 
two great Luminaries, became the Deities of al- 
moll every Nation upon Earth ; though they were 
fo in a particular Manner, and from all Antiquity, 
amongft the Egyptians. In Effect, this fecms to 
be confirmed, in a great Meafure, by the various 
Symbols of both thofe Planets upon this Mummy, 
as will be more fully Ihewn in the Sequel ; and this 
accounts for the two human Figures on this Mum- 
my, kneeling, with their Hands uplifted, and their 
Faces directed towards the Symbol of the Sun, in 
a Pofture of Adoration. 

The next Thing to be obferved, is immediately 
under thofe Particulars laft defcribed, and is what 
may be called the fourth emblematical Reprefen- 
tation. This is the Humerale, or Ephod, confid- 
ing of eight femi-circular Sweeps, or Rows of 
Ornaments, two of which feem fymbol,ical, and the 
other fix merely Ornamental. The fymbolical Or- 
naments are thofe in the fecond and fifth Rows, 
counting downwards, where a green Plant appears 
like the Perfca , lor which we have endeavoured 
to account, in our Explanation of thofe of the fame 
Nature on the Coffin; to which, therefore, for a- 
voiding Repetition, we refer our Readers: The 



.between the Sides of the Chain: So that the Fi- 
gure, like a Crofs, hangs down on her Brealt, over 
a green Garment, which covers the reft of her 
Body downwards. From below, and ac the Ex- 
tremities of her Arms, and from her Sides, pro- 
ceed Wings, confining of three different Rows of 
Plumage united, each of a various Colour, blue, 
red, and green, and betw een her Arms, arid the 
firft Row of Plumage, is forncthing rcprcientcd 
with crofs Partitions, which join the VV'ir:gs to thcr 
Arms. In the next Place, on each Side of che 
Globe, that refts upon her Head, are two Squares 
of a whitilh Colour, divided into three Partitions; 
and under the VVin^s, on both Sides of the Mum- 
my, is painted a Serpent, whofe Neck freins grofs 
and fwell'd : Behind thefe are two other humeri 
Figures kneeling, with their Hands uplifted, and 
their Eyes directed towards the Globe, on the Wo- 
man's Head, in a Pofture of Adoration, like the 
two other human Figures defcribed a little be- 
fore. 




preient rcnaants 01 p 
Jewels; probably, not unlike thofe which were on 
the Ephod of the Perfon, who pronounced the Ora- 
cles amongft the Jaws, by the Sparkling or not 
of which, the Refponfes of thofe Oracles, as Jo- 
fephus tells us, were either favourable or ocher- 
wife. 

Under the Humerale, or Ephod, is the fifth 
emblematical Reprefentation ; which is, the Fi- 
gure of a Female with her Arms extended ; hold- 
ing in each Hand what has been judged to be a Sic- 
kle 5 and having about her Temples a Diadem, 
Part of which hangs down upon her Neck. On 
hcv Head flic fupports a Globe of an oval Form ; 
her Neck and Bofom are naked ; and from her 
Shoulders hangs a kind of Chain, at the Bottom 
of which is a Figure, in the Form of a Capital T, 
or a Crofs ; the upper Part of which has a fort of 
Handle, by way of Ring, joining to a fmall Space 



Thefe being the Particulars, of this fifth fymbo- 
lical Reprefentation, there is no great Danger of 
our being miftaken, in concluding this Female to 
be I/is , as well as the other, on the Front of the 
Coffin before defcribed, below the Ephod j only 
with this Difference, That whereas the Globe, on 
the other Female's Head, is of a Form perfectly 
round, and alfo of a fiery red Colour, and confe- 
quently is a Symbol of the Sun, this we are now 
defcribing is not qnite round, and is pale coloured, 
to fymbolize the Moon. The three Rows of Plu- 
mage, reprefent three of the Elements, the fourth 
being reprefented by the Female herfelf j and on 
this Mummy, there is a Colour fubftituted in the 
Wings, which is not to be feen on thofe on the 
Coffin, namely red, to exprefs Fire as the other 
pale Green is to reprefent Water , and the upper 
and lower of a deep blue, the Air , according to 
Mac robins. The green Garment Ifis wears, plainly 
fliews that me was here defigned to typify the 
Earthy fo that this Female is evidently a complex 
Symbol of the Earth, Water, Air, and Fire ; be- 
fides which, by the pale Globe on her Head, as 
has been already obferved, (he is a Type of the 
Moon alfo. To confirm this lalt Particular, we 
may refer to that PafTage in Plutar ch, mentioned 
before, in explaining a Figure of the fame Na- 
ture upon the Coffin, where he fays j The Egypti- 
ans ajjert Ifis to be the fame with the Moon ; and 
Jfoe is fometimes reprefented homed, to typify her 
different Phafes. The Figure, we mull own, on 
the Female's Head, on this Mummy, is not a horn- 
ed CreTccnt, but it is like the Phafes of the Moon* 
either two Days before, or after the Full j that is, 
of a circular Form, impaired on one Side, and in- 
clining towards an Oval. Were more Authorities 
wanting, to prove Ifis the fame with the Moon, 
we might refer our Readers to a great Number 
of antient Authors ; but to none that demonftrates 
ic more than that PafTage inDiodorus Siculus, where 
he fays, as we have before obferved, ** The Egyp- 
" tians believe the Sun and Moon to be two eternal 
Deities, the one called OJsris, and the other 
Ifis. " To which he adds, " That thefe two 
Deities govern the Univerfe, and are the Caufe 
of the Growth and Increafe of all Things ; 
dividing the Year, by their imperceptible Mo- 
tions, into three different Seafons, the Spring, 
Summer, and Winter And again, in another 
Palfagc immediately following, l>e fays, " The 
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" Egyptians believe, that the Nature of thefe 
** two Deities contributes greatly towards the 
<* Propagation of every* Thing; the Sun being of 
** a fiery and fprrituous Nature, the Moon of a 
« moift one, and the Air a Medium between 
thefe two Exrreams, by thefe all Things are 
produced and nourifh'd ; wherefore all Kacure 
"is perfected and com pleated by the Sun and 
« Moon. 5 ' 

This, undoubtedly, is fufficient to few, that 
the Sun, and OJiris % 'and the Moon, and Jfis, being 
taken in a phyfkal Scnfe, were the fame Deities 
in common the one with the other, and were 
Objects of Adoration among ll the Egyptians. This, 
perhaps, may be the Realon, we fee upon this 
Mummy, two human Figures kneeling, with 
their Hands ftretch'd out, and their Eyes turn'd 
towards the Globe, or Moon, on the Head of Jfis, 
in a Pofture of Wbrfhip and Adoration ; in the 
fan-e Manner, as the other rwo human Figures, 
on the third emblematical Reprefentation, are 
adoring the Svmbol of the Sun. In fo much that 
this higure o"f Jfis is intirely confiftent with the 
Theology of the antient Egyptians, in exhibiting 
her both as the Earth and Moony the Female 
Figure, "with the pale- colour 'd Globe on her 
Head, being a complex Symbol of them both- 

As to the three Rows of Plumage, compofing 
Wings, which ilfue from the Female, they are, 
as we have already obferv'd, like thofc of Jfis on 
the Coffin before defcrib'd, Symbols or all the 
four Elements ; and that is not a little illuftrared 
by their Colours: For the Earth is plainly typif)'d 
by the Figure of Jfis herfelf, who was the Eaitby 
the Water > by the Plumage of a pale green Co- 
lour; the Fire, by the Feathers of a red fiery 
Colour; and the Air, by the upper and lower 
Rows of deep blue, which encompaifed thcWholc. 
The next Thing to be confider'd, is the Hair on 
the Head of Jjrs, which indeed is very particular 
on this Figure, being likewife of a deep blue Co- 
lour. This we imagine to have been defign'd 
with no lefs Judgment than all the reft, to repre- 
sent the blue Air, with which the higheft Parts 
of the Earth arc furrounded ; that is, the Tops 
of the moft lofcy Mountains, which, in a figurative 
£enfe, mar, not improperly, be call'd the Earth's 
Head. 



▼ention, and he long before the Greek Aylulapius* 
Accordingly, Diodoi us Statins, in treating ot the 
Egyptians, in his tirft Book, flic ws very plainly, 
that Jfis was the Jnventrefs of many Cures, where 
he fays, *' The Egyptians a {fere Jfis to be the In- 
4S ventrefs of many Cures, for the Health of 
<c Mankind, and to have had great Knowledge 
(C in the Science of adminiftring Medicines, having 
" been the Difcoverer thereof by the Acutenefs of 
" her Wit." 

As it is certain, that both the Greeks and Ro- 
mans adopted the facred JVlyfteries and Symbols 
of the antient Egyptians into their refpe&ive Re- 
ligions, we need not wonder, that on many Greek 
and Roman Coins, whereon JEfculapius, and the 
Goddefs of Health are reprefented j this Symbol 
of Health is exprelled by Serpents. The fame 
Kind of Serpents with fwell'd Necks, are fre- 
quently to be feen on the Men/a Jfiaca, or Table 
of Jfis. There indeed they are often conjoin'd 
with Symbols of both the Sun and Moon-, that is, 
with the Head of a Hawk, and a Crefcent above 
k ; in another Place, on the fame Table of Jfis, 
are two Figures of fuch fwell'd Neck'd Serpents, 
with a human Face, and Wings confifting of 
three Rows of Plumage : All which Reprefenca- 
tions greatly corroborate the Truth of* that Paflage 
of Macrobius, already mention'd, when he fays, 
hi, (viz. the Serpents) ad Solis naturam Luna que 
rejeruntur* Luc an alfo takes Notice of thefe Ser- 
pents with fwell'd Necks: 

jffpida fomniferam turn i da Cervice levavit. 

The next Particulars on this emblematical Re- 
prefentation are the whitifh Squares on each Side 
of the FIcad of the Female, divided into three 
Partitions ; which may be imagin'd to be an Egyp- 
tian Phylactery ; appearing partly below the E- 
phod, or Brcaft-Plate, like the Jeivijh Arban Can- 

J'otb, mentioned already in our Uefcription of the 
Coffin, to which, therefore, we refer our Reader*. 
The next Thing to be confider'd, is the Figure 
hanging at a Chain, on the Breaft of Jfis; which, 
however inconfiderable it may be thought, is one 
of the greaccft Curiofitics upon this Mummy; 
and explains the Meaning of many other fuch 
Figures, which arc to be found on Egyptian 
Monuments of equal Antiquity : Bur, in Order to 
the better underftanding of this, it is neceflary to 
cite a Paifage from Plutarch, which feems to give 
fmall In fight into it. This great Author has (hewn, 



As to the two Serpents under the Wings of l/is, 
this Circumftance is very lingular and curious; as 
they are Symbols very often defcrib'd by the 
Ancients, as appropriated to Jfis. Accordingly 

jtpuleius, in his Virion of that Goddefs, defcribes as has been already obferv'd, chat the Egyptians 
her Appearance with fuch Serpents on her Right believ'd Jfis to be the female Part of Nature ; and, 
nnd Left-Hand; and in another Place immediately 
following, he defcribes the very Nature of thole 
Serpents, as having their Necks turgid and fwell'd; 
Infurgcbat Afpis, caput cx'olfcns arduum y cervicitis 
Lite tumefcentibus. In the fame Manner are they 
reprefcrttcd on this Mummy. Thefe Serpents arc 
fometimcs call'd Draconts frragons, and are Sym- 
bols of Health, and particularly belong to Ifis, 
as (he was the Goddefs of Health. Wherefore 



Macrobius fays exprcflly, Mine eft quod fivulairis 
JEfculapii, £st Safaris, draco Jubjunvitur, quod hi 
ad Solis naturam Lunaque rc/erunttic, and lie im- 
mediately fubjoins, Salus autem nattu a lunar is ef- 
fetlxts cji. In Effect; the moft antient Authors 
agree, that ifis found out the Cures for many 
Difeafes, long before rfpis, King of Egypt ; to 
whom fome have afcrib'd the Honour of chat In- 



in Conjunction with the Influence of Ofiris, the 
Caufe of the Production of every Thing. To this 
we may add, that they believ'd her Influence local 
alfo; as they did likewife chat of the 6**;/; and 
imagin'd it more immediately confin'd to their 
own Country Egypt > they likewife held, " That 
" the Body of l/is was chat Part of the Earth, 
" which was water'd by the Inundations of the 
" A7/r," as the fame Plutarch plainly avers in one 
Parage : And as, on the retiring of the Waters, 
chey fovv'd their Corn in chc Fields which had 
been inundated, they chereby commicccd che Grain 
for che cnfuing Harvcft, unco chc Bofom orWomb 
of Ifis, who was the common Recepcaclc of every 
Thing. For this Reafon, in the allegorical Fable 
of che Generations of their Gods, mencion'd by 
che fame Author, it way aficrccd, that Ifis brought 

forth 
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forth a male Child, weak and lame in its Limbs, 
v/hofe Name was Horns, or Har poc r at -i s , (as 
the Greeks call'd him afterwards) by which 
production, fays Plutarch, the Egyptians meant 
the fpringing up of the Corn, which then is feeble 
and weak. He adds, That the Egyptians give out, 
that Ofiris is bury'd at the Time they fo\v the 
Seed into the Ground, and returns to Life, when 
the Grain begins to fhoot forth. " But (continues 
4t he) as foon as Jfif 9 or the Earth begins to find 
* e herfelf impregnated with the Corn, fhe hangs 
" an Amulet, or facred Charm, round her Neck, 
« f on the fixth Day of the Month, Pbaopbi ; after 
" this fhe brings forth Horus or Harpocrates, 
*' about the Winter Solftice, who, on his fi rffc 
fpringing up, is but tender and imperfect - 7 for 
<* which Reafon, ( purfucs he ) the^ Egyptians, 
ct when their Lentils and Beans begin to grow 
" up, offer him the Tops, or Firft-Fruits of 
« them." 

Frohi this Paflage, it may reafonably be ima- 
gined, that, amongft the various Symbols of JJis 
upon this Mummy, the Figure hanging down 
upon her Breaft, from a Sort of Chain round 
her Neck, is the PhylacJcrion, or Amulet, men- 
tion'd by Plutarch, fuch as that Goddefs was faii 
to hang round her Neck, when fhe found herfelf 
impregnated with Corn : For the Greek Word Phy- 
latterion, fignifies a Charm for keeping or pre- 
ferving, and is very agreeable to the phyfical 
Chara6ter of JJis, as a Nourifher and Preferver in 
Nature, and as the was the common Receptacle of 
every vegetative Body : So that her Keeping the 
Grain for Harveft, fafe, uncorrupted, and unde- 
ftroy'd, within her Bofom, was undoubtedly of 
the utmoit Importance to the Egyptians, amongft 
whom, they imagin'd, fhe more immediately 
dwelt. It is no Wonder, then, that, amongft io 
many others of the Attributes of JJis, as arc dif- 
play'd upon this Mummy, we fnould find this 
Amulet, mention'd by Ylutarch, hanging down 
from her Neck. The fame Author, in another 
Place, has fomewhat concerning this 'Pbylatlerion, 
which opens a Field for a very curious Inquiry : 
His Words arc thefe; " The Amulet which hangs 
** round the Neck of JJis, when interpreted, fig- 
" nifies a true Voice?* This gives fomc Room 
to fufpedr, that the Amulet, amongft its other 
Virtues, may alfo have been uied, amongft the 
Egyptians, by Way of Oracle, in the fame Man- 
ner, as the Urim and Thummim were amongft the 
Jews : But this Inquiry murt be defcrr'd to 
another Time. 

What next occurs to View* under the Particular 
laft defcrib'd, is a curious Girdle, diftinguifli'd 
by no other Ornaments, than thofc of oblong 
fquarc Divisions, within one another, diverfify'd 
with diHindt Colours of yellow or gold, fcarfet, 
blue, and purple. All that fhall be faid, at prc- 
fent, upon this Head, is, that both the Girdle 
and E phod already mention'd, which are adorn 'd 
with Paintings of various Rows of precious Stones, 
bear a flrrong Refcmblance, to the curious Girdle, 
and Pip hod, which we are inform'd were worn on 
the facred Garments tX Aaron, Lev, viii. 7, 8. 

What appears below this curious Girdle, may 
bi- call'd the fixth emblematical Reprefentation ; 
and cnr.fifts 0 f a Anal I Globe, within what feems 
clcfigiiil for a Rout ; fupported by Wings, which 
esrieiiti the whole Length of the AW; ami which 
may very reafonably be jmlgVi to be another Sym- 



bol of the Sun, flnce the Egyptians fancy'd it 
went round the World in fuch a Vehicle : The 
Wings fupporting it being, as well as thofe 
already defcrib'd, Emblems of the Velocity of that 
Luminary. Now we are cxprefly inform'd by 
Plutarch , that the Egyptians had this Notion, 
'* That the Sun and Moon performed their Re- 
<c volutions round the World in Boats, and not in 
Cf Chariots ; " and he ailigns a phyfical Reafon 
for this their Opinion. Clemens u4lco;andri?ius alfo 
fays, that the Egyptians reprefented the Sun fome- 
times in a Booty and fomc times on a Crocodile. 
We can't help remarking, that the Figure of the 
Boat on this Mummy, is exactly like what is 
reprefented for a Boat on the MenJ'a Ifiaca. 

Immediately under the Sun in the Boat, is a 
double Reprefentation of Ofiris fitting at a Feaftj 
in what we judge, by a Figure of the fame Kind, 
in emblematical Rcprefentations, to be the Chair 
of Jupiter, or the Sun. Here Ofiris is alfo dif- 
tinguifli'd by his common Marks, his Mitre, 
Sceptre, and Flagcllum, or Flail- Before him is 
plac'd a Kind of Table* cover'd with three Sorts 
of Eatables; but what they are cannot be clearly 
diftinguifli'd on the Mummy. The Table on 
which they are fet, is fupported by one Foot or 
Leg in the Middle ; over which, but on one Side, 
is the Figure of fome Plant, on the Outfides of 
which is reprefented a human Figure creel:, with 
Hands ftretch'd out towards the Sun in the Boat, 
as in a Pofture of Thankfgiving, or Adoration. 

In endeavouring at the Explanation of thefe 
various Particulars, we fhall begin with the Ve- 
getables or Plants near the Table, of which we 
can have but an imperfect View upon this Mum- 
my : Thefe feem either to be the Figures of ripe 
Ears of Corn, to reprefent that Ofiris was the 
Inventor of Agriculture $ and the Fir ft - Fruits 
thereof, which were ofFer'd up to that Deity; or 
the Lotus, which is a Plant peculiar to Egypt, 
and produe'd in the Nile , and which, according 
to antient Authors, was the original Food of the 
Egyptians, before the Ufe of Corn was known, as 
has been already obferv'd. As to the Table 
cover'd with three Sorts of Eatables, which is 
painted before Ofiris, it feems to fymbolize and 
allude to that Prince's altering the brutal and 
needy Way of Living of the ancient Egyptians to 
one that was more lociable, regular, and com- 
modious. Plutarch exprefly informs us of this 
Circumftance concerning this Monarch. " In the 
lc Beginning of his Reign, Ofiris altcr'd (fays he) 
<r the brutal and needy Life of the Egyptians, 
" teaching them the Ufe of Grain, and inffcituting 
u Laws concerning the immortal Gods." Dio- 
dorus Siculus alfo confirms this, where he fays, 
" That the Egyptians, in their primaeval State, 
Cf before the Time of Oftris, ufed to live wild, 
•* like Bcafts in the Field ; feeking their Food 
amongft Pools and Lakes, and eating what 
Herbs they could find." What feems to cor- 
roborate this Circumftance, is the Appearance of 
two human Figures Handing near the Tables, 
with their Hands ftretch'd out towards the Sun 
in the Boat, feeming to give Thanks for the 
Blcffing of having fuch Food on the Table, as 
beingj produe'd by the Influence of that beneficent 
Luminary j and alfo to QJiriu as being their Le- 
gislator and Benefactor, whilft in his natural State, 
and having inllituted the Regularity and Propriety 
of their Way of Living. 

K Ad- 
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Adjoining to this is what may properly be 
called the Jeventh emblematick Reprelentation ; 
wherein is exhibited the Figure of a Cadaver \ or 
dead Body, ftretched out on a Bier, in the Form 
of a Lyon. Near it ihinds another Figure, with a 
human Body, but a Wolf's Head, employed in 
embalming or painting the dead Corpfe, and ha- 
ving by him three Veifels, or Pots, each. of which 
contains a different Colour within it; as may be 
difcerncd through the Veffels, which for that Rea- 
fon are reprefented as Glafs, or tranfparent: On 
the Top of one of them is the Head of a Man ; on 
the fecond, that of a Hawk ; and on the third, that 
of a Wolf. All thefe Particulars on the Mummy 
arc not reprefented fo clearly, as could have been 
wifhed; but we have good Reafon to judge them 
to be as we have repreiented, by a fimilar Figure 
on the Men/a Ijiaca, or Table of I/is. Upon that 
likewife is reprefented a Bier, in the Form of a 
Lyon, with a human Figure lying thereupon ; but 
jvith this Difference, that the Figure on the Table 
£is drawn on its Belly, which was done toreprefent 
it alive ; whereas that on the Mummy is painted 
on its Back, which was done to {hew it was to be 
fuppofed dead : In every other Refpect they agree. 
On the Table are alfo three Veffels with the Head 
of a Man, a Hawk, and a Wolf ; from the firft of 
which fifties fomething like the Flame, defcribed 
on the Coffin, of which we have juft before treated: 
Above the Hawk's Head alfo, on the Table, is a 
Crefcent, which mews thefe Veffels to be facred 
to the Sun and Moon. 

In endeavouring at the Explanation of thefe Fi- 
gures, we fhall begin with the Cadaver, or dead 
Body, ftretched out upon the Bier whereby it is 
moft probable, that the Egyptians defigned, tore- 
prefent the very Perfon of the Deceafed, contained 
in the Coffin. As to the Figure with the Wolf's 
Head, which is employed in painting this Cadaver, 
that very probably was defigned to reprefent the 
Hiero-Grammateus^ or facred Scribe ot the Egyp- 
tians, and the Wolf s Head, like the Hawk's Head 
on a fimilar Figure on the Coffin, might be intend- 
ed to denote his Perfon and Character as facred ; 
the antient Egyptians, as we obferved on that Occa- 
fion, having probably no other Way of ihewing 
that any Perfon's Office was facred, but by painting 
him with the Head of one of the facred Animals. 
As to the three tranfparent Vetfels, the only Au- 
thor who feems to give us any Infight into the 
Meaning thereof, is Horus Apollo, who fays, 
" When the Egypt lam would reprefent the Inun- 
" dation of the Nile, which they call Nu?j, that 
*' is, ntv/y they fometimes fymbolize it by the Fi- 
*' gure ot a Lyon, and fomccimes by three large 
" Water-pots, or Veffels. By the firjl, becaufe 
" the Inundation is the greateft, when the Sun en - 
" ters the Sign of the Lyon\ and whilft he continues 
*■ therein ; infomuch, that the Quantity of Water 
" iometimcs increafes to double what it was be- 
fore i whence (continues he) Conduits and Pipes 
te of the facred Fountains ufed to be made in the 
" Shape of a Lyon, by thofe who prefided over 
" thofe facred Works. ' The Egyptians likewife 
reprefented the Inundation of the Nile, by three 
Water-pots, or Ewers, never painting more nor 
lefs than the Number j " Becaufe, (according to 
" the tame Author) they reckoned three efficient 
" Ca u fan thereof: The jirjl they afcribed to the 
" Land of Egypt iticlf, which produces the Water 
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" that overflows the Country ; the jecond they 
" afcribed to the Ocean, from whence ail Water in 
" general is derived; and the third they afcribed 
" to the Rains, which fail in the moft Southerly 
" Parts of ^Ethiopia, at a certain Seafon." 

We are next to account for the two Cynocephali, 
or Figures with the Head of a Dog ; one of which 
is drawn on each Side of the Bier, having in the 
Paws a Kind of Staff, and feeming to kneel, or fit on 
the Legs, before the Corpfe, as if attending there- 
on. Thefe are both curious and lingular j and 
may reafonably be fuppofed to have been repre- 
fented on the Mummy, in Order to denote to what 
particular Nome, or Province of Egypt, the De- 
ceafed belonged. Strabo, in enumerating the fe- 
veral Kind of facred Animals, which were wor (hip- 
ped in the different Provinces of Egypt, has a Paf- 
fage, which almoft confirms us in this Opinion : "At 
« Sais, (fays he) andThebes, in Egypt, the Sheep 
IC are worftiipped 5 at Latopolis, the Latum-Fitti ; 
cc whilft the Lycopolitans adore the Wolf, and the 
" Hermopolitans the Cynocephalus. " From this 
Paflage it is apparent, that if the Cynocephali , re- 
prefented on the Mummy, was intended to fpecify 
the Nome, or Province, to which the Perfon em- 
balmed belonged, that flie muft have been an In- 
habitant of Hermopolis. On the Men/a Ijiaca, or 
Table of I/is, there are likewife two fuch Figures 
of Cynocephali fitting, but differ from thofe on the 
Mummy, in having Crefcents over their Heads, 
with the Figure of a fwell'd-neck'd Serpent in both 
of them ; which plainly fhews thofe to be Symbols 
of the Moon. 

The eighth emblematical Reprefentation feems 
to be appropriated folely to Ifis, in reprefenting that 
Goddels at a covered Table, like that of OJiris, al- 
ready defcribed. This Picture is alfo twofold, 
being reprefented on each Side of the Mummy ; 
and two human Figures are here attending upon I/is, 
with their Hands uplifted over the Table j but there 
is not any Reprelentation of the Sun to be feen in 
the Whole. 

It is not unreafonable to imagine, that this co- 
vered Table may allude to that Goddefs'a inventing 
the Ufe of Corn, as well as the other already de- 
fcribed, refers to the Invention of Agriculture, by 
OJiris \ for, the finding out the Ufe of Grain is 
afcribed to Ifis folely: Wherefore, Diodorus Sicu- 
lus, fpeaking, how OJiris y by his Beneficence to 
Mankind;had preyentedtheirdepriving each other. 
" At the fame Time, fays he, I/is difcovered the 

" Ufe of Wheat and Barley, which grew wild, and 
" whofe Ufe was unknown to Mankind." 

The ninth emblematical Reprefentation confifts 
of four fquare Partitions* two on each Side of the 
Mummy, in the uppermofl: of which, on the right 
Side, is drawn a human Body cmbalmcdj with the 
Head of a Swan, or Goofe j and a Man is repre- 
fented, as (landing before it, in a Pofturc of Adora- 
tion. In the oppofite Square, on the left Side, is 
fuch another Figure ; but only that it has a Wolfs 
Head, and a Man likewife ftanding before it, in 
the fame Attitude. Under the firft Square is a 
third Figure, exactly like the fecond, in every 
Refpeci j over-againit which, in the oppofite Parti- 
tion, is a fourth embalmed Body, altogether hu- 
man, with the Figure of a Man like wile Handing 
before it in a Pofturc of Adoration. 

Upon this Reprefentation we mayobferve, that 
the Figures therein expand arc very like thofe, 
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which Porphyry defcribes, as in Ufe amongft the 
antient Egyptians ; and for this he affigns a very- 
human Reafon, which is as follows : cc The antient 
Egyptians were apprized (fays he) that the 
Deity did not dwell in Man alone, nor fix his 
Refidence wholly in the human Soul, whilft 
upon Earth, but communicated his Influence, in 
fome Meafure, to the brute Creation alfo j for 
this Reafon, in reprefenting and confecrating 
the Images of their Deities, they made Ufe of 
all Kinds of Animals, and united the Forms of 
Beafts to thofe of Men : They alfo joined the 
Bodies of Birds to thofe of Men; infomuchthat 
one might have feen amongft them certain I- 
mages, altogether human, as far as the Neck, 
but with the Face of a Bird, or a Lyon, or fome 
fuch Animal ; and others again with a Man's 
Head, but the Reft of the Body like that of a 
Beaft. " The fame Author adds, that fuch Re- 
prefentations were chiefly intended to infpire Man- 
kind with Humanity, that they might ufe brute 
Beafts with Tendernefs 3 as being mutual Inhabi- 
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tants of the fame Globes and Objects of the Divine 
Care as well as themfclves. 

All that now remains to be explained, is the 
Figures of two Wolves, or Dogs, of a jet-black 
Col our, towards the Feet of this Mummy, over the 
Back of each of which is the F/agellum of Ofiris : 
But, as two Animals, fimilar to thefe, are repre- 
sented towards the Foot of the Coffin already de- 
fcribed, where we have endeavoured to fliew that 
they were phyfical Symbols or the Sun, we mall 
not enlarge thereupon here, to avoid Repetition ? 
but lhall refer our Readers to what we have faid 
there. 

Having now given a fmall Specimen of the Na- 
ture of thofe remarkable Monuments of Antiquity, 
the Mummies, and Coffins of the antient Egyp- 
tiansy with their Manner of embalming, and the 
curious Hieroglyphicks on thofe Mummies, and 
Coffins, with the Explanation thereof ; we mail next 
proceed to the Arts and Sciences, for which that Na- 
tion were famous. 
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which were peculiar to it ; of their 

THE antient Egyptians were excellent at 
Invention j but the Solidity of their Genius 
inclined them only to fuch Speculations as were 
feful and beneficial. Their two Mercuries filled 
that Country with their wonderful Inventions, and 
hardly left them ignorant of any Thing, which 
could either accomplifti the Mind, or conduce to 
the Eafe and Happinefs of Life. What contribut- 
ed towards prompting them on to make profitable 
Difcoveries, was, that thofe who found out any 
Thing ferviceable and advantagious, were fure to 
receive Rewards, equal to their beneficial Labours, 
both whilft they were alive, and after their De- 
ceafe. This it was which immortalized the Works 
of their two Mercuries^ and ftamp'd them with a 
Kind of divine Authority. It was in Egypt, that 
Libraries w ere firft heard of; and the Title they 
ore on the Front, infpired Men with a Curiofity 
to dive into the Myfterics inclofcd within. They 
—were called the Offices for the DiJ cafes of the Sou/; 
nor could they have given them a more proper 
Title; fince the Soul was there cured of Ignorance, 
the moft dangerous of all Difeafes, incident unto 
her; and the source from which they take their 
Rife. ' 1 

As the Land of Egypt was moftly upon a Level, 
and their Air always ferene, and unclouded, it is 
no great Wonder that the Egyptians were the firft 
who obferved the Motions ofthe Planets ; though, 
according to fome, the Babylonians difputed this 
Honour with them. Thefe Obfervations induced • 
them to regulate the Year by the Courfe of the Sun ; 
tor, as JJiodorus remarks, their Year, from all 
Antiquity, was compofed of three Hundred and 



fixty- five Days, and fix Hours. Neither will it 
feem at all furprizing, that the Egyptians, the 
moft antient Aftronomers in the World, as is ge- 
nerally believed, mould have arrived fo early at 
this Knowledge ; when ic is confidered, that the 
Lunar Year, made Ufe of by the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, as inconvenient and irregular as it may ap- 
pear, fuppbfed neverthelcfs fuch a Knowledge of 
the Solar Year, as is afcribed by Diodorus Stculus 
to the Egyptians. It is evident at firft Sight, from 
a Calculation of their Intercalations, that they who 
were the Authors of this Form of the Year, were 
not ignorant that to three Hundred fixty-five Days 
fome Hours were to be added, in Order to keep 
Pace with the Sun. Their only Error lay in the 
Suppolition, that only fix Hours were wanting; 
whereas an Addition of at leaft eleven Minutes 
more was requifite to adjuft the Difference. To 
fettle the Propriety of their Lands, overflowed 
every Year by the Inundations of the Nile, they 
were obliged to have Rccourfe to yearly Surveys ; 
by which Means they attained to the Knowledge of 
Geometry* They were alfo great Obfervers of 
Nature, which in fo ferene a Climate, and under 
fo intenfe a Sun, was vigorous and fruitful. 

Being directed by her, ( and it were to be wilhU 
(he were more ftudied by modern Practitioners ) 
they invented, and made great Progrefs in the 
Science of Phyficlc. Among!! them, however, the 
Treatment of choSick was not left to the arbitrary 
Will and Caprice of the Physician ; he was obliged 
to follow certain Rules, which were founded upon 
the Obfer vations of old and able Mailers in the 
Praftice; and were tranfmitted down to Poftcrity, 
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in the facrcd Books. VThilft he adhered to thefe 
Rules, the Phyfician was not anfwerable for che 
Succefs; but otherwife he was, and a Mifcarriage 
would certainly have coft him his Life. This Law 
was, undoubtedly, admirably well calculated, to 
check the Ralhnefs of Empiricks ; but then it was 
not without its Inconveniences, as it mutt neceilarily 
difcourage every one from endeavouring at new 
Difcoveries, and confequently prevent the Art's 
eing brought to its juft Perfection. Belides this, 
every Physician ( if Herodotus is to be believed ) 
confined his Practice to the Cure of one Difeafe 
only, or at leaft of the Difeafes incident to one 
Part ; One applying himfelf folely to the Cure of 
thofethat happen'd to the Eyes j Another,to reme- 
dy thofe incident to the Teeth , and fo on for the 
other Parts of the Body. 

We have feen, that the antient Egyptia?is were 
no Strangers to Aftronomy, Geometry, or the 
Science of Medicine ; and as to Architecture, 
Painting, and Sculpture, what has been already 
faid of the Pyramids, che Labyrinth, with that in- 
finite Number of Obelisks, Temples, and Palaces, 
whofe invaluable Remains ftill ftrike the Be- 
holder with Admiration ; and in which the Magni- 
ficence of the Princes who raifed them, the Ability 
of the Workmen, the Richncfs of the Ornaments dis- 
tributed through the Whole, with the juft Propor- 
tion and beautiful Symmetry, em ulou fly contended 
for Victory? and in many whereof the Colouring 
preferves its Livelinefs to this Day, in Spite of all 
the Injuries of Time, which ufes to deaden and de- 
ft roy the Labours of all other Artifts ; fufriciently 
fhews to what a Proficiency they had arrived in 
thofe Sciences; or rather, that they had carried 
them to their utmoft Perfection. 

As to their Exercifes, the Egyptians had but a 
mean Opinion of any which did not conduce to 
harden the Body, enable it to endure Fatigues, and 
onHrm it in a vigorous Health ; and as for Mu- 
fick, far from looking upon it as a liberal Science, 
they defpifed it as a Diverfion that was both ufelefs 
and dangerous; 3s tending only to enervate the 
Mind, and render Men effeminate. 

As to their Soldiery, the Profcifion of Arms was 
in great Reputation amongft the Egyptians ; info- 
much that thofe who were deftincd to the Sword, 
were reckoned next in Rank to the Sacerdotal Fa- 
milies. Neither were they diftinguifhed only by 
the ompty Honour of being cftecmed the molt re- 
putable Profeffion next to the Priefthood, they en- 
joyed particular Immunities, and fol id Advantages. 
.Every Soldier poifetfed a certain Quantity of Land, 
pretty near equal to twelve of our Acres, exempt 
from all Taxes or Tribute ; befides which Privi- 
lege he received a daily Allowance of five Pounds 
01 Bread, two of Flcfli, and a proportionable 
Quantity of Wine ; which Allowance was not only 
iurficient for the SubfHtence of the Soldier himfelf, 
but was a confiderable Help towards maintaining 
his Family. This Indulgence made the whole Bo- 
dy of the Soldiery not only more affectionate to 
the Perfon of their Prince, and the Intercfts of their 
Country, but more refoiutc in the Defence of both j 
for, as Diodorus Siculus well obferves, it was 
rhought inconfiftent not only with good Policy, 
but even with Common-Senfe, to intruft the De- 
fence of the State with Men, who had no Intereft 
in its Prefervation. Herodotus, however, fays, 
that this Allowance was only given to the two 
Thoufand Guards, who annually attended on the 
King's Perfon. 



Four Hundred Thoufand Soldiers, Natives of 
Egypt, were kept in continual P&y, and trained up 
in the exactcft Difcipline : They were enabled to 
indurc the Fatigues of War, by a vigorous and 
hardy Education : There is a Way of forming Bo- 
dies as well as Minds; which Art, loft by our Sloth, 
was well known to the Antien ts, and efpecially to 
the Egyptians. Their Addrefs in all Sorts of Ra- 
cing was wonderful, whether on Horfe-back, on 
Foot, or in Chariots; but they were particularly 
famous for their Dexterity in managing Horfes; in- 
fomuch that the whole World could not fhew bet- 
ter Horfemen than the Egyptians ; of this we 
have no fmall Confirmation in the Scripture, which 
in feveral Places fpeaks advantagioully of their Ca- 
valry. 

As to the military Difcipline, it was eafily pre- 
fer ved in Egypt ; becaufe Sons were taught the 
Martial Law by their Fathers, the Profeilion of 
Soldier, as well as all others, being hereditary in 
Egypt* defcending constantly from Father to 
Son. They who fled in Battle, or difcovcred any 
Signs of Cowardife, were only branded with fome 
particular Mark of Infamy; becaufe it was thought 
more eligible to excite them to their Duty by ho- 
nourable Motives, than to deter them from Misbe- 
haviour by the Terrour of Punilhment. 

We muft not, however, pretend to fay that the 
Egyptians were a warlike Nation : It avails little 
to boaft of regular and well-paid Troops, or of 
Armies difciplined in Peace, and ufed only to the 
Reprcfentations of Battles and Sieges ; it is War 
alone, and real Engagements, which can cornpleac 
a Soldier 5 whereas the Egyptians loved Peace, be- 
caufe they were Lovers of Juftice, and their Sol- 
diers were only for their Defence and Security, Con- 
tented with a Country, which abounded with all 
Manner of NecefTarics, they had no ambitious 
Dreams of Conquefts 5 they extended their Repu- 
tation in a very different Aflanncr \ that is, by fend- 
ing Colonies into all Parts of the World, and with 
them Laws and Civility, to polifh Mankind They 
reigned, in a Manner^ by the Wifdom of thejir 
Counfels, and the Superiority of their Knowledge; 
and this Empire over the Mind appeared more 
noble and glorious to them, than that which is ac- 
quired by Arms, and the EfTufion of Blood. Egypt, 
however, did not want her Concjuerours, and thofe 
of the moft illuftrious, and ot her own forming ; 
as will be fhewn when we come to treat of her Mo- 
narchs. 

The three loweft Stations of Life amongft the 
Egyptians were, Tradcfmcn, Husbandmen, and 
Shepherds j ncvcrthclcfs each of thefe were very 
much efteemcd by that wife People j and, particu- 
larly Husbandmen, and Shepherds. The Body po- 
litick requires a Superiority and Subordination in 
its Members, as well as the human Body ; but then, 
as in the latter, the Eve may be faid to hold the 
firft Rank, and ncverthclcfs its Luftre reflects no 
Contempt upon the Feet, or even thofe Parts which 
are more di (honourable ; even fo amongft the 
Egyptians, notwithstanding Pricfts, Soldiers, and 
Scholars, were diftinguiflied with particular Ho- 
nours, yet all Profeflions, even che mcancft, had 
their Share in the public!* Efteem ; becaufe it was 
thought that no Egyptian, whofe Labours, how- 
ever mean, were uleful to the Common-wealth, 
could be defpifed without a Crime, and great in- 
jur!: ice. 

Another, and yet better Reafon, might, at firft, 

have 
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have inftilled into them thefe equitable, and rea- 
fori able Sentiments, which they fo long retained, 
with a Moderation unknown to the f^ide of mo- 
dern Times. As they all defcended from one com- 
mon Father Cham, tne Memory of their Original 
occurring frefh to their Minds in thofe firft Ages, 
eftabliftied amongft them a Sort of Equality ; and 
ftamp'd, in their Opinion, a Nobility upon every 
Perfon, derived from the common Stock. In Ef- 
fect, the Difference of Circumftances, and the Con- 
tempt with which Perfons of the loweft Rank are 
enerally treated, is owing entirely to ourDiftance 
om our common Parent : This makes the Great 
forget, that the meaneft Plebeian, "when his Des- 
cent is traced backwards to its Source, is equally 
noble with thofe of the moft exalted Rank and 
Titles. 

To return from whence we have digrefs'd, in 
Egypt no Profeflion was look'd upon as either mean 
or lordid ; which juft Way or thinking brought 
rts to the utmoft Perfection* Every Man had his 
Way of Life affigned him by the Laws; and it was 
perpetuated and made hereditary from Father to 
Son. The having two Profeflions at one Time, or 
the changing that to which a Man had been born, 
and bred, was never allowed* By this Means 
they became greater Proficients, and more expert 
in Employments, to which they had been always 
trained up from their Infancy ; and every Man ad- 
ding his own Experience to that of his Anceftors, 
was more likely to faring his particular Calling to 
the utmoft Perfe&ion. Betides, this whoiefome 
Regulation, eftabliuYd of old through the Egyp- 
tian Nation, extinguifh'd all inordinate Ambition, 
and taught every Man to fit down contented with 
his Station, without indulging any afpiring Views 
to one more elevated, through Co vetoufnels, Vain- 
Glory, or Levity. 

From this Source flowed numberlefs Inventions, 
to carry every Art to its utmoft Perfection, to 
render Life more comfortable, and encourage and 
facilitate the carrying on of Commerce. It would 
hardly have been believed that Diodorus was ferious 
in his Relation of the Egyptian fnduftry, which 
had found a Way, by an artificial Warmth, to 
hatch Chickens, (if we may ufe that Expreflion) 
without the Hen's fitting on them, had not all mo- 
dern Travellers attefted the Truth thereof : Ic is 
certainly a Curiofity well worthy the Attention of 
any Naturalift ; and is faid to be practifed in fome 
(places in Europe. Thefe Travellers inform us, 
that the Manner of the Egyptians is, to place the 
Eggs, defigned to be fo hatch 'd, in Ovens heated 
fo temperately, and with fuch a juft Proportion to 
the natural Warmth of the Hen, that the Chickens 
brought to Maturity by thefe Ovens, are as ftrong 
as thofe which are hatch'd in the natural Way. 
The Seafon of the Year, which is proper for this 
Undertaking;, is from the End of December to the 
End of April ; the Heat of the Egyptian Climate 
being too cxcelli ve, during the other eights Months. 
During the four Months before mentioned, ( ac- 
cording to thefe Travellers ) above three Hundred 
Thouiand Eggs are put into the Ovens prepared for 
that Purpofe, which, notwithftanding they don't all 
come to Perfection, produce vaft Numbers of Fowls 
at a very eafy Rate, or rather furprizingly cheap. 
The Art lies in heating thefe Ovens to a juft De- 
gree of Warmth ; which requires great Exa£inefs, 
and muft not exceed a certain Proportion : Ten 
Days are employed in preparing the Ovens; and 
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very near as many in hatching the Eggs, ft is an 
agreeable Amufement, according to the, Accounts 
of thefe Travellers, to obferve the Hatching of 
thefe Eggs ; in fome of which only a Head appears, 
whilft others are half formed, and others again 
have all their Parts in juft Perfection ; the latter of 
which* the Moment they are hatch'd, make their 
Way over the unhatch'd Eggs, and afford the 
Spectators a very diverting bight. Co met Ik le 
Bruyn, in his Travels, has collected together the 
Obfervations of other Travellers on this Subject; 
and Pliny like wile takes Notice of this Curiofity : 
But, according to him, the Egyptians^ antiendy, 
made Ufe of warm Dung, inttead of Ovens, to 
hatch the Chickens. Pliny* however, fpeaks of 
this Invention, as one that had not been long known 
in his Time ; and feems to afcribe it to the Curio- 
fity of Livia, the Mother of Tiberius Cafar, who, 
when pregnant, being defirous of a Male-Child, 
put an Egg in her Bofom, and when ftie parted 
with it, delivered it to one of her Women, to pre- 
lerve the Heat, 'till a Cock-Chicken was produe'd 
from thence. This (he took as a Prefage, that the 
Child me then bore in her Womb would be of the 
male Sex j and it is faid ( continues Pliny ) that 
Ihe was not deceived. 

We have obferved, that Husbandmen, in parti- 
cular, and thofe who took Care of their Cattle, 
were in great Efteem amongft the Egyptians ; but 
this muft be underftood in a limited Senfe, to mean 
only the Generality of the Egyptians - 9 fince there 
were fome Provinces of Egypt, where they would 
not admit thofe who looked after Cattle, to refide 
amongft them. Hogherds, in particular, were 
abominated throughout Egypt, as they had 
the Care of fo impure an Animal $ Womuch 
that Herodotus tells us, they were not fuffered to 
enter in any of their Temples, neither would any 
one give them his Daughter in Marriage 3 fo thac 
they were forced to intermarry with each other. 
But, had Herodotus been altogether (ilent upon this 
Head, we have a much better Authority to con- 
firm the Truth thereof, as to Shepherds, which fays, 
that every Shepherd ivas an Abomination to the Egyp- 
tians ; it muft then either have been later than the 
Time of Mofes % that the Shepherds were in fuch 
Efteem amongft them j or the Words of that great 
Prophet muft be likewife underftood in a limited 
Senfe, to mean only fome of the Egyptians. How- 
ever that be, this is certain, that it was to thefe 
two Profeflions, Egypt was chiefly indebted, for 
all her Riches and Plenty; and.indeed, it is amazing 
to corifider,what immenle Advantages the Egyptians 
derived by their Addrefs, and Induftry, from a 
Country or no great Extent ; though it muft be 
confelfed, the Soil was enrich'd and render'd fertil to 
a furprizing Degree, by the beneficent Inundation 
of the Nile, and the indefatigable Labour of the 
Inhabitants. 

It will be the fame, ncvcrthelefs, in a great 
Mcafure, with every Kingdom, where thofe, who 
arc at the Head of the Adminiftration, attentively 
confult the publick Welfare. The Culture of tha 
Land, and the Breeding of Cattle, will be an 
inexhauftible Fund of Wealth, to all the Inhabi- 
tants, where thefe profitable Callings are fup- 
ported, and incouraged by Reafons or State, and 
good Policy, as they were in Egypt : And it is 
to be look'd upon as a great Misfortune, thac 
they are, at prefent, fallen into fo general a Dif- 
efteem, with fo little Reafon j notwithftanding 
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it muft be from them, that Perfons of the moffc 
elevated Rank, as we reckon them, muft be fup- 
ply'd, not only with Neceffaries, but even with 
the Elegancies, and Delights of Life. M. L?*Abbe 
Flairy, the prefent Cardinal, and incomparable 
Prime Minifter of France, in his admirable Trea- 
tife of the Manners of the Tfraclites, where this 
Subject is thoroughly difcufs'd, has fet this Matter 
in a true Light: 4C It is the Peafant (fays nc ) 
who feeds the Citizen, the Gentleman, the 
Magiftrare, the Nobleman, and the Ecclefiaf- 
tickj and, notwithstanding all the .Art and 
Subtlety of converting Money into Merchandize, 
and them back again into Money, yet all muit 
be ultimately own'd to be the Product of the 
Earth, and the Animals which flic fultains and 
nouri flics. Noverthelefs, when we compare the 
different Stations of Men in this Life, we 
aflign the Lift Place to the Husbandman j and 
a fat unwieldy Citizen, enervated with Sloth, 
ufelcfs to the Commonwealth, and void of all 
true Merit, has the Preference with the Gene- 
rality, meerly becaufe he has more Money, and 
lives a more eafy and delightful Life. 
4< But let us fuppofe a Country (continues this 
Author) where fuch great Regard is not paid 
to the Difference of Stations ; and where the 
Life of a Gentleman, or Nobleman, is not 
made to confiii in Idlenefs, and Lazinefs, but 
£c in a careful Prefer vation of his Liberty; that 
is, in a due Subjection to the Laws, and the 
Conftitution; by lubfiiti ng upon hisEifcate with- 
out any Dependence ; contested rather to enjoy 
a little with Liberty, than a Profufion at the 
Price of mean, bafe, and fervile Compliances : 
A Country, where Sloth, Effeminacy, and the 
Ignorance of Things neceflary for the Support 
of Life, are held in a juft Contempt, and 
and where licentious Plcafures are lels valued, 
than a confirm \J State of Health, and a found 
Conftitution : In fuch a Country, it will be 
abundantly more reputable to labour, and at- 
tend a Flock, than to wafte the Hours in faun- 
tering from Place, and in Diver/ions not only 

expend ve, and unprofitable, but even hurtful 
and detrimental." 

But we need not have Recourfe to Plato's Com- 
monwealth, for Inftanccs of People who liv'd after 
this ufeful and innocentManncr; it was thus that the 
grcarcft Part of Mankind liv'd for near four thou- 
iand Years j and that, not only amongft the IJ, raelites, 
but the Egyptians^ Gtcds, and Rowans; that is, 
amongft thole Nations, who were the moft civiliz'J, 
a: t d rcnown'd, for Arms, Arts, ardVVifdom.Thefc 
ail teach us what Regard we ought to pay to Agri- 
culture, and Breeding Cattle; the one of which 
(not to mention Hemp and Flax, two Particulars 
alrno(b absolutely neceflary for our Cioathing) 
furnilhcs us, in Corn, Fruit, and Pulfe, with a 
Suftenance not only wholefomc, but plentiful, and 
delicious; whilft the other, befides its rich Supply 
cf ex:]uifltc Viands, fuflkicnt almofr. alone to cover 
o.urT.ibles, is the principal Article towards making 
Trade circulate, by its Skins and Wool. 

Princes arc generally deflrous, and it is certainly 
their Interett fo to be, that the Countryman, who, 
in a literal Senfe, fulfcains the Heat and Burthen 
of the Day, and pays fo great a Proportion of the 
Taxes of the Nation, ihould meet with Favour 
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by the infatiablc Avarice, and mercilefs Cruelty 
of thofe who are intruded with the Charge of 
collecting their Revenues. Hiftory has tranimitted 
down to us, a fine Saying of Tiberius, upon this 
Subject ; the Occalion whereof was as follows : A 
Pre! eel: of Egypt having increafed the annnal Tri- 
bute of the Province, undoubtedly with a View 
of making his Court to the Emperor, remitted him 
a much larger Sum than was ufual; whereupon, 
that Prince, who, in the Beginning of his Reign, 
either had a juft Way of thinking, or affected to 
talk as if he had, return \1 for Anfwer to this 
intended Favour ; My Defign is to Jbcar my Sheep, 
not to jliiy them. 

Having juft touched upon the prodigious Fruit- 
ful nefs of Egypt , and the immenfe Riches that flow- 
ed irj to her fro mall Parts, from the Culture of her 
Lands, and the Breeding of Cattle j we ihall now 
proceed to take more fpecial Notice of the Particu- 
lars wherein her extraordinsry Fertility confined > 
fome of which were peculiar to this happy Coun- 
try, and contributed greatly to the extending her 
Commerce, and confequently to the enriching the 
Inhabitants. 

The fuft. Particular we flmll mention, under thia 
Head, is the Papyrus, or By bios, a Plant, to which 
all Men of Learning will certainly give the Pre- 
ference, on Account of its having been fo eminent- 
ly ferviceable to the Republick of Letters j in Pre- 
ferring thofe prctious Remains of Antiquity, which 
by its Means have been tranfmitted down to Polte- 
rity, and have immortalized the Memory of the 
snticnt Heroes, Philofophers, Poeti, and Hiftori- 
ans. ft is a Plant, from wbofe Root a great 
many triangular Stalk* fhoot out, to the Height 
of fix or feven Cubits $ that is, between three or 
four Yards. In Order to comprehend the vail 
Ufefulnefs of this Plant, it is neceflary to know, 
that the indents wrote at firlr. upon Palm-Leaves; 
then upon the Infide of the Bark of Trees, from 
whence the Word Liber, which originally figni- 
fy'd the inward Rind of a Tree, came to fignify 
alfo a Book. After this they wrote upon Tables 
covered over with Wax j which they did by the 
Means of an Inftrumcnt, pointed at one End, 
wherewith they imprinted the Characters upon 
the Wax, and flat at the other End, to efface 
what was written, in Cafe it was not appro v'd of. 
This gave Occafion to that Exprcllion of Horace, 



and Encouragement : But the kind and beneyoJent 
intentions of good Princes., are too often eluded, 



S<?pc Jlylum vert as t iter urn qua digna kgi Jtnt 
Script ut us, 

9 

Oft turn your Style, if yon defirc to write 
.Ought that will bear a lecond Reading. 

The Meaning of which is, that an elaborate 
Production is not to be expefted, without many 
Corrections. From hence the Phrale Stylum ver- 
fere came to fignify, the blotting out what one 
had written, and the Word Style itfelf has been 
ever fincc ufed, to fignify any one's Manner of 
Writing. At laft the Uu: of Paper was intro- 
due'd, which was at firft made of tnc Bark of the 
Pupynit (which Name it has rctain'd ever fincc) 
divided into thin Stalks or Leaves, very proper 
for writing on. The Way of preparing it for 
thatUfc was as follows : The Papyrus was divided 
into thin Flakes, into which it naturally parted; 
which Being laid upon a Table, and moilien'd 

with the glutinous Waters of die Nile, were after- 
wards 
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wards prefled together, and dry'd in the Sun. It 
was like wife cali'd By bios* as we before obferv'd, 
whence the Poet j 



Jtfondum jlumineas, Memphis, contcxcre Byblos 
JSTovcrat. 

Memphis, as yet, was ignorant to form, 
In Leaves, the wat'ry Byblos. 

Pliny terms it a wonderful Invention, greatly 
ufeful in Life, as it preferves the Memory of 
TranfadHons, and renders thofe, who are any Ways 
eminent, immortal. Pofiea promifcue patuit ujus 
reiy qua confiat immortalitas hominum. Chart* 
ufu maxime bumanitas confiat me mors a. €€ After- 
" wards the Ufe of the Thing, on which the 
Immortality of Men depends, came to be com- 
monly known. It is by the Ufe of Paper, that 
€C the Memory of Mankind is chiefly preferv'd." 
Varro afcribes the Invention thereof to Alexander 
the Great, when he built Alexandria \ but therein 
he is miftaken ; the Ufe of Paper was found out 
many Ages before hisTime; that Prince had only 
the Merit of rendering it more common. Pliny 
adds, that Eumeues, King of Pergamus, fubffcitutcd 
Parchment in the Room of Paper, in Emulation 
of Ttolomy Thiladelphus, King of Egypt, whofe 
Library he was defirous of excelling^ by this In- 
vention, which had greatly the Advantage over 
Paper. Few Princes, now a-days, would trouble 
rhemfelves about vying with each other in this 
Point. Parchment is the Skin of a Sheep, drelfed 
in fuch a Manner, as to be fit to write on ; and 
it was cali'd Pcrgamenum, from Pergamus, whofe 
Kings had the Honour of the Invention. All 
the antient Manufcripts are cither upon Parch- 
ment, or Vellum; which laft is Calf-Skin dreffed 
after the fame Manner, and abundantly finer than 
the common Parchment. Whilft we arc upon this 
Head, we can't help obferving, that the Manu- 
facture of our Paper is no fmall Curiolity, when 
we confidcr to what a Degree of Finenefs and 
VVhitcnefs it is wrought, out of nafty Rags pick'd 
up in the Streets. The Plant Papyrus was like- 
wife ufed to make Sails, Cordage, Cloaths, Cover- 
lets, &f>. 

Next to the Papyrus, and no Ways inferior to 
it in Ufefulnefs, was the Linum, or Flax, which 
is a Plant, whofe Fibres or Strings are of Ufe 
in making fine Linncn. The Method of manu- 
facturing this, amongfc the Egyptians, was won- 
derful ; and they had carry 'd the Art Co fo great 
Perfection, that they would fpin out the Threads 
to fuch a Degree of Finenefs, as to make it almoft 
impoflible for the fharpeft Eye to difcern them. 
All the Vcftments of the Pnefts were Linncn, as 
were like wife thofe of all Perfons of Diftinclion, 
none t/ut the ordinary Sort wearing Woollen. 
Betides this, the Linncn of the Egyptians made a 
confiderable Part of their Commerce ; and great 
Quantities thereof were exported to foreign Coun- 
tries, 39 may be feen in Ezekiel xxvii. 7. Fine 
Linnen, with broidercd Work from Egypt, was 

that which thou fpreadefi forth to be tby Sail ; 
blue and purple from the ljlcs of Eliflia was that 
which covered thee; fays the Prophet, f pea king 
qf the Riches of Tyre, The manufacturing of it 
cmploy'd vaft Numbers of Hands, and efpecially 
of Women, as appears from that Pailage of /- 
r aiah t where the Prophet threatens Egypt wich fuch 



€€ 



an exceffive Drought, that it mould put a Stop to 
every Kind of Labour. Moreover, they that work 
in fine Flax, and they that weave Net -work Jhall 
be confounded. Ifai. xix. 9. We may fee, like- 
wife, in Scripture, that one Effect of the Plague 
of Hail, cali'd down by Mofes upon Egypt, was 
the Deftru&ion of all the Flax, which was then 
boiled. This deftruclive and unparallcl'd Tern- 
peft fell in March. 

But the Egyptians had yet a better Sort of Flax, 
cali'd Byjjus, cxtreamJy fine and fmall, which 
they frequently dy'd purple. The Linncn made 
hereof was very dear ; infomuch that none but 
Perfons of Diftin&ion, and who were in good 
Circumftances could afford to wear it. Pliny, who 
gives the Preference to the Asbejlon, or the As- 
befiinum, that is, the incombuftible Flax, which 
would bear the Fire, and was to be clcanfed by 
the Flames, as other Linnen is by Wafer, places 
the Byjjus in the next Rank, and fays, that it 
ferv'd as a Drefs, or Ornament for Ladies of Dif- 
tin&ion. The Account he gives of the s4shcfli- 
num is as follows ; and we believe, will not be 
unacceptable to fuch as have not read that Au- 
thor, efpecially as it is but fhort, Inventum jam 
cjl Linum quod ignibus 11011 abfumetur 5 vivuin id 
vocant, ardentefque, in Joels conviviariorum, cx eo 
vidimus mappas, fordibus exufiis, f p/endejecntes 
igni magis 9 quam pojfcnt aquis. That is, " A Flax 
is now difcover'd, which is Proof againlt Fire; 
it is cali'd Living Flax : And we have feen 
Napkins made thereof, glowing in the Fires 
of our Dining-Rooms, till the Dirt being burnt 
out, they have receiv'd fuch a Luftre, and 
Whitenels from the Flames, as no "Water could 
give them." To return from whence we have 
digrefTed, it is apparent, from the Text before 
quoted in Scripture, that Egypt was particularly 
famous, above all other Place s, for the Manufac- 
ture of the fincft Linnen. 

A third Plant, peculiar to this Country, was 
the Lotus, or Lote-T rcc y a Plant in great Requclfc 
amongft the Egyptians and wich good Reafor;, 
fince it ferv'd them for Bread, according to an- 
tient Authors, before the Difcovery of the Ufe of 
Wheat and Barley by JJis: There was another 
Sort of Lotus in Africa, which gave Name to the 
Lotophagiy or Lotus- Eaters ; fo cali'd, becaufe they 
hVd upon the Fruit of that Tree ; which had a 
Tafire fo delicious, if any Credit is to be given to 
Homer, that it made whoever eat thereof, intircly 
forget all the Charms of their native Country, as 
Ulyjfes found to his Coft, on his Return from Troy. 
A fourth Plant, peculiar to' Egypt, was the Pajea, 
always prccn,and laden withFruit;whofcLea\ esw ere 
fhap'd like a Tongue* and the Fruit like a Heart, 
as has been obferv'd in treating of the Mummies. 
In fhort, it is allow'd by all Authors, that all the 
Egyptian Pulfe, and Fruits' in general, were ex- 
cellent; and Pliny adds, that they grew there in 
fuch Abundance, and were fo exquifitc in their 
Kind, that they might alone have fufrVd for the 
Suftenance of the Inhabitants. In EffecT, the 
meaner Sort of the People hardly Iiv'd upon any 
Thing elfc; as appears from thofe who were 
cmploy'd to build the Pyramids. 

Befides thefe Riches diftributcd fo plentifully 
up and down the Fields, the Alile, from its own 
Stores, and by its inriching the Lands for the? 
Improvement of Cattle, furniuVd the TsiMes of 
the Egyptians with oxquifite Fifli of every Kind, 
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and che nioft fucculent Flefh. This it was what 
made the Ifraelites fo deeply regret che leaving E* 
gypt* when they found tncmfelves in the comforc- 
lels Defart. Jf r ho, faid they, in a Tone both plain- 
tive and feditious, Jhall give us Flcjh to eat? IVe 
remember the Fijh which we did eat in Egypt J reefy ; 
the Cucumbers, and Melons, and the Leeks, and the 
Onions, and the Gar/ick. lf r e fat by the Flejh-pots, 
and we did cat Bread to the full. Numb. xi. 4, 5- 
Exod. xvi. 3. 

But the great and matchlefs Source of the Egyp- 
tian Wealth, was their Corn, as we have before 
obferved ; of which they had fuch an almoft incre- 
dible Affluence, that, not to mention its fupport- 
ing all the neighbouring Nations, during an uni- 
verfal Famine, for feven Years, as it did under 
Jofeph's Adminiftration ; ( becaufe that may be a- 
fcribed to the immediate Interpoficion of the Al- 
mighty, who had provided again!* fuch a Scarcity, 
by making the Earth bring forth by Handfuls for 
the feven Tears preceeding the Dearth) in latter 
Ages, it was the conftant Refuge, and moft affur- 
ed Granary of Rente, and Conjtantinople. This is 
fo true, that it is a Fact well known, that a 
Report having been railed, St. Athanafius, then 
Bilhop of Alexandria, had threaten'd, no more 
Corn fhould be exported from thence to Conjlanti- 
nof/e, the Emperor Coujlantine was prodigiously 
incenfed againft the holy Prelate ; that Prince 
knowing very well, his Capital could not be 
fubfifted, without the ufual Supply of Corn from 
Egypt. This was the true Reafon, which induced all 
the Emperors of Rome, to take all imaginable Care 
of Egypt, which they look'd upon as a nurfing 
Mother of the Metropolis of the L/niverfe. 

Neverthelefs, the fame River, which enabled 
this Province, to fubfift the two moft populous 
Cities in the World, reduced Egypt herfelf, fome- 
times, to the moft terrible Famine; and, it is 
amazing, that Jcfeph's fagacious and extenfive 
Forefight, which in a plenteous Seafon had pro- 
vided againft the longeft and moft racing Famine, 
that ever Heaven fent, to afflict a fintul Land, (at 
leaft Hiftory does not mention any ro be compared 
with it) Ihould not have ferved as a Leflbn to 
thofe celebrated Politicians, to make a like Pro- 
vifion againft the Changes and Inconfiftencies of 
the Nile. And yet, it is evident, they took not 
any Warning, either by this Famine, or by that 
wherewith Ifaiah threatened them fome Hundreds 
of Years afterwards i fince they were reduced to the 
utmoft Extremity, by a Dearth, which happened 
at fo great a Diftance of Time, as the Reign of 
T rajan ; and had perifhed but for his Generofity 
in relieving them. Pliny, in his admirable Pane- 
gyrick upon that illuftrious Emperor, gives us an 
excellent Defcription of their melancholy Situation 
at that Time, and the immediate and plentiful 
Succour, fent her by that great and generous Prince: 
We believe, fuch of our Readers as have not feen 
it in the Original, will not becpdifpleafed with an 
Extract, from thence, here; wherein we fhall en- 
deavour to give them that Author's Thoughts, 
though we fhall not adhere fervilely to hisExpref- 
fione. 

€< EgvpT, fays Pliny , which gloried in her 
not being oblig'J to cither $un> or Rain, for the 
Producing of her Grain ; and who believed /he 
might, with AfTurance, contcft the Prize of 
Plenty with the moft fruitful Country in the 
World, was condemned to an unexpected 
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Drought, and a fatal Sterility ; becaufe the 
greateft Part of her Territories was deferred, 
and left unwatered by the Nile, whofe Inunda- 
tions are the Source, and certain Meafure of her 
Abundance- In this Exigency, fhe implored 
that Afliftance from her Prince, which (he ufed 
not only to expect, but depend upon from her 
River; and her Relief was delay 'd no longer, 
than whilft a Courrier could bring the melan- 
" cholly News to Rome. It had been an antient 
and received Opinion, that our City could not 
be fubfifted without the Provifions yearly drawn 
from Egypt : That vain and infolent Nation 
boafted, that* conquer 'd as they were, her Con- 
querors were oblig'd to them for their Sufte nance; 
and that is depended on their River, whether we 
fliould ftarve, or live in Plenty. We have fliown 
them their Miftake, by pouring back upon the 
Nile its own Harvefts, and returning thither the 
Provifions it had fent us. Let Egypt then be 
convinced, by her own Experience, chat we 
ftand not in Need of her ; and that flie is only 
our VaflaL Let her know that her Fleets bring 
us only the Tribute flie owes us ; not any Provi- 
fions whereof we are in Want. And let her 
never forget, that we can very well be without 
her ; but that flie cannot be without our Aflift- 
ance. There had been an End of a moft fertile 
" Province, had it not worn the Roman Chains : 
er Egypt found in her Matter, both a Father, and 
"a Saviour. Aftonifhed at the Sight of her Gra- 
:e naries, filled without any Labour of her own, 
flie was at a Lofs to know to whom flie was in- 
debted, for this foreign and gratuitous Plenty. 
The Famine of a People, at fuch a Diftance 
from us, fo fpeedily removed, ferved only to 
make them fenfible of che Advantage of living 
under our Government. The Nile, at other 
Times, has brought more Plenty to Egypt ; but 
never more Glory to us. May Heaven, content 

People's Patience, and 
and Goodnefs, reftore 
to her antient Fertili- 
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with this Proof of the 
her Prince's Generofity, 
Egypt again, for ever, 
ty. " 

Pliny's reproaching the Egyptians with their 
vain and foolifti Confidence in, and entire Reliance 
on the Inundations of the Nile, points out to us 
one of their moft peculiar Characlerifticks, a net 
brings frefh into our Minds that fine Paffage in the 
Prophet Ezckicl y Ch. xxix. 3, 9, 10. where the Al- 
mighty thus f peaks to Pharaoh, one of their Mo- 
narchs : Behold, I am againjl thee, Pharaoh, King 
oj' Egypt, the great Dragon that lieth in the Midjl 
0/ his Rivers, which hath faid, My River is mtne 
own, and I have made it J or myfelf, And the Land 
0/ Egypt Jhall be dcfolate, and wajle ; and they Jhall 
know that I am the Lord j becaufe he hath faid, The 
River is mine, and 1 have made it. Behold, there- 
J'ore, 1 am againjl thee, a fid thy Rivers, anu I will 
make the Land of Egypt utterly wajle, and dejolate, 
J'rom the Tower c/'Syene, even unto the Border of 
Ethiopia. The Searcher of Hearts faw in this 
Prince a Pride that was infupportable ; a Mind 
elate with Security, and Confidence in the Inunda- 
tions of the Nile, even fo far as to Imagine himfelf 
and his Country abfolutely independent on the In- 
fluence of Heaven ; as if the happy Effects of thefc 
Inundations had been wholly owing to his own 
Care and Labour, or the Toils of his Anceftors : 
The River is mine, faid he arrogantly, and I have 
made it. 

Before 
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Before we conclude our Obfervations on the fan- 
ners of the Egyptians, we chink it neceffary to re- 
fer our Readers to the different PaiTages interfperfed 
in the Hiftory of Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, Jofeph, 
and Mofesy which confirm, and illultrate great 
pare of what we meet with in prophane Authors, 
upon this Subject, They will there admire the 
confummate Policy that reigned throughout Egypt, 
both in the Court, and the Reft of the Kingdom ; 
they will be furprized at the Vigilance of the 
Prince, who had his Attention every-where ; and 
who had, even in thofe early Days, a regular Court, 
with a chofen Miniftry, and Armies well difciplin- 
ed, of every Order of Soldiery, Horfe, Foot, and 
armed Chariots : They will with Pleafure obferve 
the feveral Intendants over Provinces, with the 



Guards placed at all the publick Granaries; and 
prudent and exaft Difpenlcrs of the Corn lodged 
therein ; as alfo a Court cpmpofed of Great-Offi- 
cers of the Crown, a Captain of the Guards, a 
Cup-bearer, and a Matter of the Pantry ; in ihort, 
every Officer requifice for the Palace of a great 
Prince, and what ever could contribute to the 
Luftre of a Crown, But the ferious Reader will 
moft admire the Fear of God's Threacenings, that 
reigned in the Pagan Kingdom ; of God, the In- 
fpe£tor of all Actions, and the impartial Judge of 
Sovereigns themfelves; and will not be a little fur- 
prized, to find Adultery held in fuch Abhorrence 
amongft Heathens, and acknowledged as a Crime 
fufiicient to prove the Destruction of a flourifliing 
State. 



6 H A P. VI; 

Of the Egyptian Monarchs ; fome Account of the famous Sefoftais • his Jivgular Education ; 
his cxtenfive C onquefts ; his numerous and /lately Buildings ; his vain Glory 0 and Death. 
Helen not in Troy, vyhen the Greeks befieged it. Cheops, and Cephrenus, two mercilefs 
and impious Tyrants. The Account ^/"Sennacherib^ Defeat in Herodotus, compared with 
the Scripture* Account of the fame Tranfa&ion ; twelve Kings at on once in Egypt ; Pfamme- 
ticus proves tooftrongfor all the Reft ; Afhdori, the Siege thereof the longcft of any mentioned 
in Hijiory ; the Phoenicians the fi^fi isoho failed round the Gape of 'Good Hope, by Order of 
Pharaoh-Necho ; the Infolence, and Blafphemy afPharaoh-Hophra, the Caufc of his De- 
ftruclion ; his Daughter married by Cyrus, and is the Caufe of the Invafton and Conqueft of 
Egypt, by the Perlians. 



HAVING now given an Account of the moft 
remarkable Curiofities amongft the Egyp- 
tians ; of the Nature of their Government; their 
Manners, and Cuftoms ; their Arts and Sciences; 
their Commerce} their Soldiery; with the Fertili- 
ty of their Country; and the feveral Commodities 
peculiar to it ; the Thread of our Story requires, 
that we fhould fay fomethingof the refpective Mo- 
narchs, by whom they were governed. And here 
we fhould be very much at a Lofs, fhould we pre- 
tend to give our Readers an exact Detail of all the 
Princes who fway'd the Egyptian Sceptre, fince 
moft of them ar« only tranfmitted down to us by 
their Names; and Antiquity has not any Part of 
Hiftory, which is more obfeure, or uncertain, than 
that of the firft Kings of Egypt. That Nation, in- 
folently, and, we may add, ftupidly, conceited of 
their Antiquity, and Nobility, were pleafed with 
Jofing themfelves in an Abyfs of infinite Ages, 
which fcemcd to carry their Pretentions backward 
to Eternity. Were we to believe all that their 
own Hiftorians allcdged of this Dream, the E- 
gyptians were governed fucceflively, at firft, by 
Gods, and afterwards by Demi-Gods, or Heroes, 
for a Scries of more than twenty Thoufand Years ; 
but the Abfurdity of this vain and fabulous Claim 
is eafily iccn through, and refuted. 

Thefc Gods, and Demi-Gods, were fucceeded 
by Men who held the Reins of Government ; and 
or thefc Manetho has left us thirty Dynafises, or 
Principalities. This Manetho, who was one of the 
Egyptian High-Pricfts, and had the Keeping of the 
facred Arcruvcs, had a Tincture of the Grecian 

u? r ? ln £* He h;lG wric( *n a Hiftory of Egypt, 
which he pretends to have cxtrafted from the 



Writings of Mercury, and other antienc Memoirs, 
preferved in the Records of the Egyptian Temples. 
He drew up this Hiftory in the Reign, and at the 
Command, of Ptolomy Philadelphus. If his thirty 
Dynqfties are allowed to have been fucceffive, they 
will make up a Series of more than Five Thoufand 
three Hundred Years, to the Reign of Alexander 
the Great ; but, it is evident, that this is a manifeft 
Forgery. Befides, Eratofthenes, a Hiftorian of 
Gyrene, who was fent for to Alexandria^ by Ttolo- 
my Evergctes, has given us a Catalogue or thirty- 
eight Kings of Thebes, all different from thofe of 
Manetho. It has coft the Learned Abundance of 
Trouble and Labour, to reconcile thefe Difficul- 
ties ; which, neverthelefs, there has not any of 
them been able effectually to do : The beft Method 
certainly, to accomplish it, is, to take it for grant- 
ed, with almoft all the prcfent Writers upon this 
Subject, that the Kings or thefe different Jjynqjlies. 
did not reign fuccemvely after one another ; but 
that many of them fway'd the Sceptre at the fame 
Time, in different Provinces of Egyft. 
^ The whole Country was divided into four prin- 
cipal Dyna/lies ; one of which was of Thebes* 
a fecond of Thin, a third of Memphis, _ and the 
fourth of Tanis. We have already premifed, that 
we pretend not to give our Readers an exact Detail 
of all the Princes who have reigned in Egypt $ we 
fhall only confine ourfclves, for the Generality, to> 
the Memoirs left us by Herodotus, and' JDi odor us 
Siculus, of the Egyptian Monarchs, without being 
over-fcrupulous in obferving the exact Order where- 
in they fucceeded each other; which, as we hinted 
before, is very obfeure, and uncertain, at leaft in 
the Beginning; or pretending to reconcile chofe 

M two 
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two Hiftorians where they differ. The Dcfiga of 
"both of chern, and of Herodotus efpecially, was 
not to lay before us an accurate Account of che 
SucceiTIon of the Kings of Egypt ; but only to 
point out to us thofe Princes, whofe Hiftory ap- 
peared to them the moft important and inftrudtive. 
We fliall follow the fame Plan, and hope to be 
forgiven, if we neither plunge^ ourfeives, nor our 
Readers, into a Labyrinth of Difficulties, which 
are inextricable j and from which the moir. Know- 
ing find it no eafy Matter todifengage themfelves, 
when they pretend to follow the Thread of Hiito- 
ry, and to tix and afcertain the fevcral Periods 
thereof : Thofe who are curious to inquire into 
fuch Things, may have Recourfc to thole learned 
"Labours, wliere this Subject is fully difcufs'd. Jc 
is nece(fary to premife, however, that Herodotus, 
upon the Credit of Egyptian Priefts, whom he had 
confulted, has tranfmicted down to us a Number 
of Oracles, and extraordinary Tran factions, which 
a difecrning Reader will cafily perceive to be fa- 
bulous. 

The anticnt Hiftory of Ezypt contains the Term 
of two Thoufand, one Hundred, and fifty-eight 
Years, which may naturally be divided into three 
Periods; the firit of which begins with the fir ft 
Eftablifhment of the Egyptian Monarchy, founded 
by Menes, or Mizraim, the Son of Cfiam, in the 
Year of the World, i 81 6, and ends with the De- 
ibu£tion thereof by Ca-.byfes, King of Berjia, in 
the Year of the World, 3497 : This Period con- 
iifts of One Thoufand fix Hundred and fixty-threc 
Years. The fecond Period is interwoven with the 
Hillory of the P erf an: and Grecian* , and reaches 
down to the Death oi .Alexander the Great 5 which 
happen'd in the Year of the World, 3681 , and confe- 

quently includes the Term of two Hundred and two 
Years. * The third Period, is that wherein Egypt 
was erected into a new Monarchy, by the Lagides, 
or the Ptolomies, Dcfcendants from Lagus, to the 
Death of Cleopatra, the laft Queen or Egypt, fo 
celebrated in Hiftory, in the Year of the World 
3974.; and this laft Period includes the Space of 
two Hundred and ninety- three Years. At prefent, 
we fliall only treat of the iirft Period, becaufe the 
fecond being interwoven with the Hiftory of the 
Pcrfans, and Greeks, as we have before obferved; 
and the laft being fubfequent to that, will come in 
much more properly in another Place. 

It is unanimoufly agreed by all Hiftorians, that 
Maies was thefirft King of Egypt \ it is pretended 
like wife, and not altogether without Foundation, 
that he is che fame with Mizraim, the fecond Son 
of Cham, called in Scripture Ham, who, as is well 
J;nown, was the fecond Son of Noah. When the 
Pefcendunts of Knah, after being difappointed by 
thcConfufion of Tongues, in their mad Undertak- 
ing at the Tower of Babel, difperfed them fclves in- 
to various Countries, Cham, as is by all agreed, 
retired tostf/ica; and there is great Rcalon to 
believe, that it was this their common Anceftor, 
whom the .Africans afterwards worfhipped as a 
God, under che Name of Jupiter Ham nwju 

Cham had four Sons, Chus, Mizraim, Phut, 
and Canaan ; the firft of whom fettled in the d/ja- 
tic Ethiopia ; the fecond in Egypt, which is, for 
that Rcalon, frequently called in Scripture by his 
Name, and by that of Ham, his Father; whilft 
rhe third poffefs'd himfdf of that Part of Africa, 
which lies Weft-ward of Egypt; and the fourth of 
Palejlincy which* for that Reafon* is alio ^called 
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the Land of Canaan, from his Name. The Ca- 
naanites are certainly the lame People, who are al- 
ways termed Phoenicians by the Greeks, though no 
Reafon can at prcfent be given for their calling 
them by that foreign Appellation, nor yet for their 
never making life of their true and proper Name. 
As to Mizraim, it is generally agreed that he is 
the fame with Mene s ; it is alfo allowed by ail, 
that he was the firft King of Egypt, as we before 
obferved 5 and that he was the fnftitutor of the 
Worfhip of the Gods, and of the Ceremonies ufed 
in their Sacrifices. 

Bttjir 'tsy fome Ages after him, built the famous 
City of Thebes, and made it the Seat of his Empire; 
we have already taken Notice of the Magnificence 
and Grandeur thereof, wherefore we fhall not add 
any Thing farther,concerning i t here. It is ncceflary 
however, to apprize our Readers, that this Prince is 
not to be confounded with that Bujtris, fo infa- 
mous in Hiftory for his Cruelties. 

^ After him, Ofymandyas erected many ftately E- 
difices, which are defer i bed at Length by Di odor us 
Sieu/usi and one of which was adorned with divers 
Pieces of Sculpture, and Painting, all exquifice in 
their Kind, rcprefenting the feveral Occurrences 
in his Expedition again It the Barharians y an s//ia- 
tic Nation ; ( and, indeed, the Egyptians called all 
foreign Nations by that Name, as the Greeks and 
Romans did afterwards ) againft whom he had 
marched with an Army of Four Hundred Thou- 
fand Foot, and Twenty Thoufand Horfe. In ano- 
ther Part of this magnificent Structure was drawn 
an A (Terribly of Judges, whofe Prefident wore the 
Image of Truth, hanging by a Chain at his Breaft, 
with her Eyes Ihut, and furrounded with Books; 
an Emblem admirably calculated, to point ouc 
their Duty to Judges, which confifts in a perfect 
Knowledge of the Laws, and an equal Impartiality 
in the Ad mini fixation of Juftice. The Portrait of 
the King himfelf was likewife drawn in this Build- 
ing, making an Offering to the Gods, of Gold and 
Silver, which he drew yearly from the Egyptian 
Mines, to the Amount of fixteen Millions. 

Not far from this noble Edifice, was feen a 
magnificent Library ; the firft that we find men- 
tioned any-where in Hiftory. On the Front of it 
was this Infcription, The Office of the Difeafes of the 
Soul - y a very juft one, as we have already obferved ; 
fi nee Men were cured thereby of Ignorance, the moft 
dangerous Difeafe to whicn the Soul is liable. Ic 
was inrich'd with Statues, representing all the 
Deities of the Egyptians, each of which the King 
had taken'Carc to diftinguifh with fuitable Offer- 
ings ; as if he had been defirous of tranfmitting it 
down to Pofterity, that his Life and Reign had been 
crowned with Piety to the Gods, and Juftice Co Men. 

Notwithstanding, whatever had been faid of his 
fumptuous Edifices, his Tomb furpaifed them all 
in Magnificence ; being incompafs'd with a Circle 
of folid Gold, a Cubit or half a Yard in Breadth, 
and three hundred and fixty-five in Circumference. 
The upper Side of this Circle, or Plate, was divided 
into three hundred and fixty-fivc equal Parts, to re- 
prcfent all the Days of the Year ; every Part having 
the Day of the Year, and the Heliacal Rifings and 
Settings of the Stars on that Day marked thereon. 
For, even fo early as in this Prince's Time, the 
Egyptians divided the Year into twelve Months, 
each confining of thirty Days; to which they ad- 
ded every Year five Days and lix Hours, which 
makes a compleut folar V ear bating ab^ut eleven 

Minutes; 
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Minutes : In fhort, Spectators were at a Lofs, 
which raoft to admire in this ftately Monument, 
the Richnefs of its Materials, or the Ingenuity 
and Induftry of the Workmen employed thereon. 

Uchoreus, one of the Succeflbrs or Ofymandyas, 
built the City of Memphis ; which was a hundred 
and fifty Stadia, or above feven Leagues in Cir- 
cumference; and ltood at the Point of Delta, 
on the jfeft'Side of the Nik, where that River 
divides itfelf into feveral Screams, or Branches. 
On the South of the City he raifed a high Mole; 
and on the Right and Left he dug deep Moats, 
to receive the River, which were lin'd with Free- 

and near the City were raifed ftrong 
, all defign'd to fecure it from the Inun- 
of the Niky and the Irruptions of. the 

„ j . Its advantagious Situation, and Strength, 

which was fo great, that it, in a great Meafure, 
commanded both the Nile, and the whole Country, 
foon tempted the Egyptian Kings to fix their 
Court there, and make it their Refidence; of 
which Honour ic kept Poffeflion, till it was 
fore'd to refign it to its Rival Alexandria, built 
many Years after, by Alexander the Great, as we 
have before obferv'd. 

The next Sovereign of Egypt, who demands 
our Attention, is Moeris ; the Prince, who made 
the famous Lake, which bore his Name ; to cor- 
rect the Irregularities of the Nile i which, as we 
have already obferv'd, was the nobleft, and moft 
wonderful of all the Works of the feveral Kings 
of Egypt ; as it was infinitely the moft ufeful, and 
advantagious; accordingly* Herodotus gives that 
the Preference over the Labyrinth, the Pyramids, 
or whatever elfe was moft curious* 

The Egyptians had long acknowledg'd the So- 
vereignty of Princes of their own Nation, when 
a great Part of Lower Egypt, and even Memphis 
it was invaded by Strangers, from Arabia, or 
Phoenicia, call'd Hycfosj or Shepherd-Kings, in 
the Egyptian Language : Upper Egypt, however, 
remain'd unconquer'd; and the Kingdom of 
Thebes fubfifted till the Time of Sefofiris. The 
Dominion of thefe foreign Princes lafted about 
two hundred and fixty Yeart. Under one of 
th-*fe Monarchs, whom the Scripture calls Tha- 
raohy a Name common to all the Kings of E- 
gypt, the Patriarch Abraham arriv'd there with 
his Wife Sarah, whofe uncommon Beauty brought 
him into no fmall Danger; for it reaching the 
Ears of that Prince, (he was by him taken from 
Abraham^ in the Belief that fhe was not his Wife, 
but his Sifter; however, fhe was afterwards re- 
ftor'd again to the Patriarch, aflbon as the King, 
though a Heathen, came to be informed of the 
contrary. 

.After the Expiration of the abovc*mention , d 
Term of Two hundred and fixty Years, Thethmojis) 
or jfmoCts, cxpelPd the Shepherd-Kings; and by 
that Means obtain'd the Government of Lower 
Egypt* Many Years after the Reign of this 
Prince, Jofeph was brought into Egypt by IJh* 
maelite- Merchants, and fold as a Slave to Poti- 
phar. Captain of the King's Guards. In this 
Station he continued for a confidcrablc Time; 
till by a Series of moft furprizing Events, or 
rather, to fpeak more properly, by the immedi- 
ate Intervention, and Interpoficion of the Divine 
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Prefervation not only of all the Egyptians, but 
even of his own Brethren* the Children of lfrael. 
We fhall not enlarge here upon a Story fo well 
known to the World ; only we muft not pafs over 
in Silence, that it is obferv'd by Jujlin, the A- 
bridger of Trogus Pompeius, an excellent Hiftorian 
of the Augufian Age; that Jofeph, the youngeffc 
of Jacobs Children, whom his Brethren, being 
inftigated by Envy, had fold, as a Slave, to fo- 
reign Merchants, being endu'd with the Interpre- 
tation of Dreams, and the Knowledge of Futu- 
rity, prcferv'd Egypt, by his uncommon Wifdom, 
from a threaten'd Famine, and was highly fa- 
vour'd and honour'd by Pharaoh. Jujlin, how- 
ever, afcribes this his Knowledge of Futurity, 
and the Interpretation of Dreams, to Jofepfrs 
great Proficiency in the Magick Art ; which, he 
lays, he learn'd in Egypt. 

Some Years after, the Patriarch Jacob went 
into Egypt, with his whole Family ; where they 
met with all the good Treatment imaginable from 
the Egyptians, as long as the Memory of Jofeph, 
and his important Services were frefh in their 
Minds; but, after his Death, fays the Scripture* 
There arofe up a new King over Egypt, which 
knew not Jofeph. This Prince, known alfo in 
Scripture by the Name of Pharaoh, according to 
Archbifhop Ujher, was call'd Ramefcs Miamum. 
He reign'd thirty-fix Years, and made the Ifra- 
elites groan under the moft intolerable Opprefll- 
ons.» He fet over them Task-Majiers to afflicJ 
them with their Burthens, and they built for Pha- 
raoh Treafure-Cities, Pithom and Raamfes. And 
the Egyptians made the Children of^ Ifrael to firve 
with Kigour, and they made their Lives bitter 
-with hard Bondage, in Mortar, and in Brick, and 
in all Manntr of Service in the Field : All their 
Service wherein they made them ferve was with 
Rigour. This Prince, or rather Tyrant, had two 
Sons, Amenophis, and Bujiris ; the eldeft of which, 
j4menophis> fucceeded him ; confequently, he was 
the Pharaoh, under whofe Reign the Ifraelites 
went out of Egypt, and who was drown'd in at- 
tempting to follow them through the Red Sea. 

Father Totirnemine, however, does not aoree 
herein with Archbifhop Ujher ; for he makes' £0 
fo/lris, of whom we fhall fpeak immediately, the 
Vharaoh, who raifed that heavy Persecution a- 
gainft the Ifraelites, and oppreffed them with the 
moft grievous Labours. This is perfectly con- 
formable to the Account given of this Prince by 
Diodorus Siculus\ who informs us, that he did 
not employ any but Foreigners in his Egyptia?t 
Works ; according then to that Learned Father, 
we may place the memorable Event of the Paf- 
fagc of the Red <ea, and the Deftruttion of the 
Egyptia?iSy under his Son Phcron; and the Cha- 
racter Herodotus gives him, of being an impious 
Prince, greatly ftrcngthens the Probability of this 
Conjecture : Be that ns it will, wc have already 
premifed, that we do not propofe to enter into a 
JDifcuflion of thefe intricate Points. 



Bcfides this, Diodorus* in fpeaking of the Red 
Sea, has tranfmitted down to us a Paifage, worth 
our Obfcrvation : A Tradition, fays that Hiftorian, 
ha* obtain'd throughout the whole Nation; and 
has been handed down, from Father to Son, Time 

„, g w . — ^.,„..s. out of Mind, that an extraordinary Reflux, or 

r-rovidence, he was made known to the King; ebbing of the Tide, had fo intirely dry'd up that 
and by him rais'd to be his Prime Mintftcr, and Sea, that its Bottom was plainly to be fecn ; and 
oupenntendant over all his Dominions; to the chat a violent Flood foon after rettorYl the Wa- 
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ters to their former Channel : Ic is very evident, 
that this refers to the miraculous PaiTage of Mo- 
fcs, and the Children oflfracJ over the Red Sea ; 
and we have made this Remark, on Purpofe to 
apprize our Readers, not to pafs over, without 
Obiervation* thefe precious Remains of Antiquity; 
efpecially when, like this, they have any Refe- 
rence to Holy H-'rit. 

To return from whence we have digreffed, 
Archbiihop UJher fays, that ^Amenophis left two 
Sons; one of whom was call'd Sefitbis, or Sefoftris-, 
and the other jfrmais : It is generally thought, 
that this Prince was the fame with him, whom 
the Greeks have tranfmitted down to us under the 
Name of Be/us, as they did his two Sons, under 
thofe of /Egypt us and D annus : The eldeft of 
whom, Sefoftris t was not only the moft powerful 
Monarch, that had ever reign'd in Egypt, but 
the greateft Conqueror of whom Antiquity can 
boaft. 

His Father, either by Infpiration, or out of fome 
particular Whim, or, as the Egyptians pretend, 
by the Advice of an Oracle, form'd the Defign 
of rendering him a Warrior ; which he went 
about like a true Egyptian, that is, greatly, and 
nobly. To this End, he order'd all the Male- 
Children, who were born on the fame Day as 
Sefoftris, to be brought to his Court; where 
they were look'd after with the fame Care, as if 
they had been his own 5 having exactly the fame 
Education as Sefoftris, near whom they had each 
of them an Apartment, where they were alfo 
dieted. The natural Confequences of this were, 
that he could not have provided him with more 
able, and faithful Minifters, nor with Officers 
more zealoufly defirous of the Succefs of his Arms; 
fince all of them look'd upon Sefoftris, as one 
who was, in a Manner, their Brother, as well as 

their Prince. 

The principal Part of their Education confifted, 
in inuring them, from their moft tender Age, 
to a hardy and laborious Life ; in order that they 
might, one Day be, capable of fuftaining witfi 
Eale, the toilfome, but glorious Fatigues of 
War. To that End, they were not fuffer'd to 
take any Refrefhment, before they had well- 
breath'd themfelves, in running a Race, either 
on Foot, or Horfe-back; befides, they accuftom'd 
themfelves very much to Hunting, which was 
their ufual Exercifc. 

it is obferv'd by JElian, that Sefoftris was in- 
fracted by Mercury, or Hermes, in all Manner 
of Points, neceflary to be known, in Order to the 
well- governing a State. This Mercury was the 
fame whom the Greeks call'd Trifmegiftus ; that 
is, thrice greateft \ and Egypt ', the Country where 
he was born, is thought to have been indebted 
to him, for the Invention of almoft all thofe 
Arts, which were known to her Sons. The two 
Books, however, which now bear his Name, have 
fuch evident Marks of Novelty therein, that, at 
prefent, there is No- body doubts their having 
been forged by fome more modern Hand. There 
was, likewife, another Mercury, greatly cele- 
brated among A: the Egyptians, for his uncom- 
mon Knowledge ; who was abundantly more an- 
ient than this, of whom we have been treating; 
and Jamblicus, an Egyptian Prieft, allures us, that 
it was ufual, with the Egyptians y to affix the Name 
of Hermes j or Mercury, to all new Books, or In- 
ventions. 



To return from whence wc have digiefs'd, when 
Sefoftris was advane'd more in Years, his Father 
lent him againft the Arabi an s y for his Initiation in 
the Art of War ; where the young Prince learned 
to bear Hunger, and Thirft, and fubdued a Na- 
tion, which had never been conquered before; 
thofe who were his Companions in his Education, 
being like wife the conltant Partners of his Toils, 
and his infeparable Attendants in Arms. Inured 
by this Succefs to warlike Labours, he was next 
fent by his Father, to try his Fortune Weft-ward; 
where he fell upon Libya, and the greateft Part of 
that vaft Region became the Reward of his Bra- 
very. Whilft he was abfent upon this Expedition, 
his Father died, and left him capable of the great- 
eft Atchievemcnts ; whereupon he formed no lefs a 
Defign than the Conqueft or the whole World. 

But, before he fet out from his Kingdom, he 
prudently provided for his own Security at Home, 
by gaining the Heart of his Subjects, by his Ge- 
nerofity, Affability, Juftice, and a moft popular 
and engaging Behaviour* Neither was he lefs 
careful to fecure himfelf of the Hearts of his Offi- 
cers and Soldiers, ( who were always ready to fhed 
the laft Drop of their Blood for him ) being fully 
perfuaded, that his Enterprizes could not he at- 
tended with Succefs, unlefs his Arrny were attached 
tohisPcrfon, by all the various Ties of Efteem, 
AiFecrion, and Intereft. He alfo divided his King- 
dom into thirty-iix Governments, or Nomi, which 
he conferred upon Perfons of the greateft Merit, 
and the moft aflured Fidelity. 

In the mean While, he did not neglect making 
vaft military Preparations, fuitable Co the Great- 
nefs of the Defign he had formed. He levied al- 
moft innumerable Forces, and put at their Head 
Officers of the moft confummate Bravery, and an 
eftablifhed Reputation, who were chiefly fele£ted 
out of that Body of young Warriors, who had been 
his Companions in his Education* Of fuch Officers 
he had no lefs than feventeen Hundred, each of 
them capable of infpiring his Troops with the ut- 
moft Refolution, a Love of Difcipline, and an ar- 
dent Zeal for the Service of their Prince. ^ On re- 
viewing his Forces, they amounted to Six Hun- 
dred Thoufand Foot, and Twenty-four Thoufand 
Horfe, as alfo Twenty-feven Thoufand armed 
Chariots. 



At the Head of this formidable Army, he fet 
out from his Dominions, and began hia Expedi- 
tion with Ethiopia, a vaft Empire, on the South of 
Egypt. He reduced it to Subjection, and impofed 
thereon a yearly Tribute, which was paid in I- 
vory, Iron, andjGold. He had alfo equipped a Fleet 
of four Hundred Veflels, with which failing down 
the Red-Sea, he made himfelf Mafter of all the If- 1 
lands lying upon thofe Coafts : Then, marching 
at the Head of his Land-Army, he over- ran and 
fubdued sffia, with an amazing Rapidity. He 
even penetrated farther into the Indies, than was 
done by Hercules, Bacchus, or, fome Ages after, by 
jflettpnder himfelf ; for, he reduced the Countries 
beyond the Ganges, and carried his Arms as far as 
the Ocean : Wc may eafily judge from hence how 
impolfibJe it was for the neighbouring Countries 
to refift him. 

He then turned his Arms North-ward, and fub- 
dued Armenia, Cappadocia, and the Scythians, as 
far as the River Tanais. To perpetuate the Me- 
mory of his Succefs, he left a Colony in the an- 
tient Kingdom of Colchis, fituated cowards the 
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JZqflern- Shore of the Black-Sea, where the Egyptian 
Cuftoms and Manners were retained for Ages af- 
ter. Herodotus faw divers Monuments of his Vic- 
tories, difperfed up and down Afia Minor, from 
one Sea to the other ; and the following Infcription 
was to be feen in various Countries, engraven on 
Scone-Pillars : SesosTRIS, King of Kings, fubdued 
this Country by his Arms. Thefe Columns were to 
be met with even in Thrace*, and his Empire ex- 
tended from the Danube to the Ganges j but the 
Scarcity of Provifions in Thrace put a Stop to his 
rapid Career* and prevented his penetrating farther 

into Europe. 

In the Courfe of his Conquefts, he met with fome 
Nations, who defended their Liberty with great 
Bravery, whilft others yielded them up tamely, 
without, any Refiftance ; and Sefojiris took great 

Care, to have this their different Behaviour re- 
corded, in hieroglyphick Characters, on the Mo- 
numents erected to his Victories, conformably to 
the Practice of the Egyptians. But there was one 
Circumftance prodigioufly fingular, and remark- 
able in the Character of this Conqueror ; fo fingu- 
lar, that, we believe, he was never imitated there- 
in by any other. It was this, that he never had a 
Thought of preferving his Acquifitions ; but, con- 
tented with the Glory of having vanquifhed and 
fpoiled fo many Nations, and ravaged the World 
for nine Years, he confined his Dominion almoft 
within the narrow Limits of aatient Egypt , reserv- 
ing only a few neighbouring Provinces, which he 
annexed thereto ; for there is not the leaft Trace,or 
Foot-ftep left of the Continuance of this new Em- 
pire, either under Sefojiris himfelf, or any of his 
Succeflbrs. 



His Career being ftopt, as we obferved before, 
by the Want of Provifions in Thrace, he returned 
Home, loaden with the Spoils of the conquer'd 
Nations, and followed with an infinite Number 
of Captives, and covered with more Glory than 
had ever been acquired by any of his PredecefTors. 
The Glory we here mean, however, is not a true, 
folid, and well-grounded Glory j but that falfe and 
noify Glory, to celebrate whofe Praife fo many 
Pens have been unjuftly employ'd, though it in- 
vades Nations with Arms and Violence, fpreads 
Defolation, wherever it goes, and is attended with 
innumerable Mifchicfs. 

Bur, though Sefojiris is not to be vindicated, 
for invading fuch Numbers of Nations who never 
injured him, he was adorned with many Qualities 
which were highly Praife-worthv : He rewarded 
his Officers and Soldiers with a Magnificence truly 
royal, and, in fo doing, ftiewed a particular Re- 
gard co every Man's Rank and Merit; He not only 
thought it his Duty, but took a Pleafure in en- 
abling the Companions of his Victories, to enjoy 
peaceably the Remainder of their Days, in a 
fweet Recircment, as the juftFruit of their Labours. 
But, as for himfelf, being always follicitous for 
his own Reputation, and trill more to render his 
Gi catnefs a real Blefling and Advantage to his Sub- 
jects, he employed the Repofe, allowed him by 
J*eaee, in Works rather calculated to inrich Egypt, 
than to immortalize his own Name} Worka> where- 
in the Art and Indulrry of the Workman gain 

greater Admiration, than the prodigious Sums ex- 
pended thereon. 




well as the moft illuftrious Teftimonies of his Vic- 
tories ; and he took great Care to have it recorded 
by Infcriptions thereupon, that thefe noble Works 
had been raifed without the Toil of any of his Sub- 
jects. He cftcemed it his Glory to he tender of 
them, and to employ none but Captives, in thefe 
Monuments of his Conquefts. The Scripture takes 
Notice of a Circumftance of the fame Nature, in 
f peaking of Solomon's Buildings. 2 Chron. viii. 9. 
But of the Children of Ifrael aid Solomon make no 
Servants for his ffork. But Sefojiris valued him- 
felf the moft, upon the Coft and Ornaments he be- 
llowed on the Temple of Vulcan, at Pe/uJ/um, in 
Acknowledgment of that God's protecting him, 
when on his Return from his Conquefts, his Bro- 
ther ArmHis had formed the Defign to deftroy him, 
together with his Wife and Children, by fettmg che 
Apartment on Fire, wherein he lay. 

Notwitliftanding his numerous Buildings, how- 
ever, the greateft and moft beneficial Labour of 
Sefojiris was, his raifing a confiderable Number 
of high Caufeys, throughout the whole Extent of 
■Egypt, on which new Cities were built, as a Secu- 
rity for both Men and Beafts, againft the Inunda- 
tions of the Nile. Befides this, lie cut divers Ca- 
nals on both Sides of the River, from Memphis to 
the Sea, to facilitate the carrying on of Commerce, 
and the conveying Provifions from one Place to 
the other; as alfo, to fettle an eafy Correfpondence, 
between Cities the moftdiftant from one another: 
Befides the Advantage accruing to Trade, by che 
Means of thefe Canals, Egypt was thereby render- 
ed, in a Manner, inaccefliblc to the Cavalry of her 
Enemies; which had frequently harrafs'd her, be- 
fore, by repeated Invasions. He proceeded ftill 
farther ; for, to fecure the Egyptians from the In- 
curfions of her Neighbours, the Syrians* and Ara- 
bians, who, of all others, were the moft to be 
dreaded, for the Ravages they committed ; he for- 
tified all the Eaftern Coaft from Pelufsum to Hello- 
polls, which is more than feventy Leagues. 

In Effect, Sefojiris might have been placed at 
the Head,of the moft illuftrious and boaftcd Heroes 
of Antiquity, had not the Luftre of his warlike 
Actions, and his pacifick Virtues, been fullied by 
his ardent Thirft after Vain-glory, and his taking 
fuch a fecret Pleafure in his own Greatnefs, as made 
him forget he was a Man. The Kings and 
Chiefs of the vanquiflied Nations, came at certain 
appointed Time, co do Homage to their Conque- 
ror, and pay him the Tribute impofed on them ; 
this Opportunity Sefojiris, being elate with his 
Conquefts, laid Hold on, to difplay his Grandeur, 
as he thought, to the greateft Advantage. To 
this End, when he either went to the Temple, or 
entered his Capital, hecaufed thefe Princes four a- 
breaft, to be put to his Chariot, harnefs'd like 
Horfes; and valued himfelf upon his being thus 
drawn, by the Maftcrs and Lords of other Nations. 
What wc are yet more furprized at, is, that Diodo- 
rus Siculus reckons this extravagant and inhuman 
Piece of Vanity, amongft this Hero's moft fhining 
Actions. 

Another Foible of this Monarch's was, that he 
feems to have thought it beneath him to die like 
other Men ; for, being become blind in his old Age, 
he fell by his own Hands, after a Reign of thirty- 
three Years, and left his Kingdom flowing with 
infinite Riches. His Empire, however, reached 
not beyond the fourth Generation; but even in the 
Reign of Tiberius, magnificent Monuments were 
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remaining, which tcftify'd how great the Extent 
thereof had been in his Time ; and what immenfe 
Tributes were paid thereunto. 

We return now to fome Occurrences, which 
fhould have been mentioned before, as they hap- 
pened within this Period of Time ; had we not 
omitted them, that we might not break the Thread 
or' the Hillory, and we ftiall only touch upon thcrn 
now en pajfant. Much about the Time whereof 
we are now fpcaldng, feveral Colonies of the ii* 
gyptians eltablifhcd themfelvcs in divers Parts of 
the World. That Colony, in particular, which 
Cerops led out of Egypt, built twelve Cities, or 
rather as many Towns, which he foimed into a 
petty Monarchy, known by the Name of the King- 
dom of Jftbcns ; which was afterwards changed in- 
to a Rcpublick, and became one the moft famous 
in Hiftory. 

We have already obferved, that Armais, the 
Brother of Sefoftris, had formed the Defign tode- 
itroy him by 'Fire, in his Return from his Con- 
quefts; but no t fucceeding therein, he was obliged 
to ily for his Safety : Accordingly he withdrew in- 
to P e loponncfu s , where he feized upon the King- 
dom of A '/ jos, which had been founded about four 
Hundred Years before, by Inaebus. 

It was probably much about the fame Time, and 
during the Abfence of Seffiris, that Bufiris, the 
Brother of Atnenopkis, and Uncle to this great Con- 
queror, fo infamous amor.gft the Antients, for his 
Cruelties, tyrannized upon the Banks of the Nile, 
and b.irbaroufly cut the Throats of all the Stran- 

Ic was about 

arrived in 

Greece, from Syria, or rather Phoenicia, and car- 
ried thither with him the Invention of Letters. 
Some pretend that thefe were Egyptian Characters, 
and that Cadmus himfelf was a Native of Egypt, 
not of Phoenicia ; accordingly the Egyptians, who 
dfersbeJ the Invention of every Thing to their own 
Countrymen, and boafted that they weie more an- 
tic -.c than any other Nation, did not fail to give 
their Mercui y the Honour of inventing Letters. 

However that be, the Learned are generally a- 
grced, that the Characters carried by Cadmus into 
Gt c cc c, were Phoenician, or Syrian; a n d t h a c t he fe 
Letters were the fame with thofc ufed by thc^ra- 
c/itcs ; the Hibreus, and all the Inhabitants of Ca- 
naan in general, being always called Phoenicians 
by the Greeks ; and the Phoenicians, as being a 



gers, who landed in his Country. It 
the fame Time, likewife, that Cadmus 



related by Herodotus, of this Prince, is a fufficient 
Tettimony, how greatly he degenerated from the 
religious Sentiments of his great Father. The 
Nile happening one Year to overflow to the Height 
of above eighteen Cubits, and by that Means lay- 
ing walirc greatcft Part of the Country ; the King, 
inraged at the Defolation, occafioned by this ex- 
traordinary and unufual Inundation of the River, 
threw a Javelin at it, as ic were to chaftife its In- 
folence; and he was imcdiately punifhed with the 
Lo fs of his Sight for his audacious Impiety. 

To this Prince, according to Herodotus, fuc- 
cecded Proteus, who was of Memphis, where his 
Temple was ftill ftanding, in the Time of that 
Hiftorian, and wherein was a Chappel, dedicated to 
Venus the Stranger; who, it is judged, was the 
fame with the celebrated Helen of the Greeks. For, 
during the Reign of this Prince, Paris* the Son of 
Priam, King of Troy, returning Home with Helen, 
whom he had ftolcn, was driven by a Storm into 
the Canopic Mouth of the Nile, from whence he 
was* con dueled to Proteus at Memphis. Hereupon, 
that Prince, who was a Lover of Juftice, boldly 
and feverely reproached the .'afcivous Trojan, with 
his monlfrous Perfidy, and Ingratitude ; in fed ucing 
and carrying off the Wife of his generous Hoft, 
Menelaus, and with her all the Riches he could 
find in his Palace : He added, that, if he did not 
punifli him with Death, which was but the juft Re- 
ward of his enormous Crime, it was entirely owing 
to the Mercy of the Egyptians, who were fcrupu- 
lous of imbruing their Hands in the Blood of Stran- 
gers j but that, neverthclefs, he would detain He- 
len, with all the Wealth brought with her, in order 
to re (lore them to their lawful Proprietor ; and 
that, as for himfelf, he muft either quit his Do- 
minions in three Days, or expect to be treated as 
an Enemy. 

Paris had no Remedy; he was oblig'd to obey 
the King's Injunction, and purfuc his Voyage ; 
which he did, and arrived at Troyy whither he was 
foon followed by the Grecian Army. The Greeks 
immediately fummoned the Trojans to furrender 
Helen, and with her all the Treafure chat had been 
ftolen from her injured Husband ; to which the 
Trojans anfwered, that neither the one nor the 
other were in their City, In Effect, fays Herodo- 
tus, with great Reafon, what ProbabiMfy is there, 

ife a Prince as Priam,- fhouid 



fmall People, being again comprehended under the 
general Name of Syrians, in fcaTcdt, Jofeph Scali- 



t;er, in his \ T otes upon the Chronicon of Ezfcbius, 
proves that the Grtik Letters, as alfo thofc of the 
Latin Alphabet, which were formed from thence,, 
derive their Original from the antient Phoenician 
Characters, which were the fame with the Samari- 
tan, made Ufe of by the jMSj before the Baby- 
lonifh Captivity. Jt muft be obferved, however, 
that the Number of the Letters, carried by Cadmus 
into Greece, were only fixreen, and that the other 
eight were added afterw ards ; four by Palamedes, 
at the Siege of Troy, between which, and the lime 
of Cad'Htis, there was an Interval of above two 
Hundred and fifty Yearn; and four more by Simo- 
nidesy a confiderable Time after that. 

To return from whence? we have digrcfi'J, that 
is, ro the Hiftory of the Kinpj of Egypt, whom 
we fliall hereafter place in the fame Order as Hero- 
dotus, Phcron fucceded to the Kingdom, but not 
to the Glory of his Father Sejfhiu One Action, 



that fo old and fo wi 

chofc to fee his Children flain, and his Country 
ruined before his Face, rather than give the Greeks 
the Satisfaction they demanded; and that when ic 
was fo juft, and reafonable in itfelf? But it was to 
no Purpofe the Trojans affirmed, and confirmed it 
with the Solemnity of an Oath, that Helen was not 
in their City, the Greeks firmly prcpofTetfed with 
the Opinion chat they were trilled with, per fitted 
obltinatcly in their Unbelief. It being refolded 
above, (continues the fame Hiitorian) that the 
Trojans, by the entire Dcffcruction of their City, 
mould teach the aftonifhed World this LcfTon, 
That great Crimes arc attended with as great and 
Jignal Puniflments, from the angry Gods. Menelaus, 
on his Return from Troy, made the Egyptian Court 
in his Way, when King Proteus re (to red him He- 
len, with all her Treafure. Herodotus pretends to 

in Homer* that this 



prove, from fome Paffagjes i 
Poet was noStrancrerto thisCi 



Poet was no Stranger to this Circumltancc, that Pa- 
ris was driven to Egypt, by a Storm. 

Tlie next Egyptian Monarch, mentioned by Ht" 
rodotus, in Rhampfinitus - y but, as to the Treafury 
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erected by himj his being the richeft of all his 
Predeceflbrs, or Succeffors, with his Defcent into 
Hell, as they are recorded by that Hiftonan, they 
have fo much the Air of a Romance, and Fable, 
that we ihall not trouble our Readers with the Re- 
dtal thereof. 'Till the Deceafe of this Prince, 
luftice and Moderation prevailed in Egypt ; but m 
the two following Reigns, Violence andExtorcion 
ufurped their Places, and rendered the whole King- 
dom a Scene of Defolation and Mifery. 

The two Princes, whofe Tyranny occafioned this 
jnelancholly Alteration in that Country, were 
Cheops, and Ccphrcnus, truly Brothers, by their 
Conformity to each other in their Manners ; # both 
of them feeming to vye with each other, which of 
them mould furpafs the other in the molt flagrant 
Impiety towards the Gods, and the moil barbarous 
Inhumanity to their Subjects. Cheops reigned fifty 
Years, and his Brother Cephre?ius, after him, fifty- 
fix. They kept the Temples ftiut during the whole 
Time of their long Reigns, and prohibited the Of- 
fering of Sacrifices, under the ievereft Penalties : 
On the other Hand, they opprefled their Subjects 
with the rnoft grievous, and, at the fame Time, 
ufclefs Labours ; and facrificed the Lives of an in- 
finite Number of Men, only to gratify a fenfeLfs 
Ambition, of immortalizing their own Names, 
by the moft enormous-and expen five Piles of Build- 
ing. It is remarkable, that thofe irately Pyramids, 
which have been fo long the Admiration of Man- 
kind, were the Fruits of their Impiety, and merci- 

lefs Cruelty. ^ 

To thefe two Giants in Wickednefs fucceeded 
Myccrinus, the Son of Cheops ; but of a very dif- 
ferent Character from his Father : He not only did 
not imitate him in his Behaviour, but he purfued 
a Conduct quite contrary, and abhorred his 
Actions. He opened again the Temples of the 
Gods, reftored the ufual Sacrifices, and applied' 
himfelf to comfort his Subjects, and make them 
forget their paft Miferies $ believing himfelf fee 
over them only to difplay his JulHce, and let them 
enjoy all the Satisfaction, which naturally refults 
from an equitable and peaceful Administration. 
He heard their Complaints with Humanity and 
Condefccnfion, dry'd up their Tears, eafed their 
Mifery, and did not look upon himfelf fo much 
their iVfaftcr, as their Father. A Conduct fo hu- 
man and commendabk, naturally gained him the 
Affections of his People, all Egypt refounded with 
his Praifes, and his Name commanded the Love 
and Veneration of every one. It was reafonableto 
have hoped, that a Behaviour fo, prudent, and fo 
engaging, would have obtained him the Protection 
of the Gods j but the Event proved quite other- 
wife : The Death of an only Daughter, who was 
tenderly beloved by him, and the Comfort of his 
Life, fenfi bly afflicted him, and was the Beginning 
of his Misfortunes. He ordered extraordinary Ho- 
nours to be paid to her Memory, which were not 
difcontinued, even in the Time of Herodotus ; and 
that Hiftorian fays, that in the City of Suss exqui- 
iite Perfumes were burning all Day, ac the Tomb 
of that Princefs, and that, at Night, it was illu- 
minated by a Lamp. 

This excellent Prince being informed by an Ora- 
cle, that he fhould not be allowed to reign a longer 
Term than feven Years, expoftulatcd with the 
Gods thereupon; and defired to know, why his 
Father and Untie, two Tyrants equally impious, 
hud been indulged in the Blolling of fo long and 



happy a Reign, whilft: he, who had been fo care- 
ful to render his Government as equitable and 
mild as poffible, was to fway the Sceptre for fo 
fhort a Term, and even that was to be unfortunate. 
To which he was anfwered, that the Equity and 
Clemency of his Reign, were the very Caufes of 
its being fo ihort and unhappy j becaufe it was the 
Will of the Gods, that the Egyptians Ihould be 
opprefled for the Term of a hundred and fifty 
Years/ as a Puniihment for their Wickednefs ; and 
that therefore his Reign, which had been dclrined 
to be of an equal Length with thofe of his Father 
and Uncle, was Ihortened on Account of his ex- 
ceiUve Lenity. He likewife built a Pyramid, but 
much inferior in its Dimenfions to that of his 
Father. 

Next to Mycerinus, according to Herodotus, was 
Afychis, who enacted the Law, already mentioned* 
relating to Loans, which difabled a Son from bor- 
rowing any Sum, without giving the Body of his 
Father in Security. By this Law it was farther 
provided, that in Cafe the Son did not take Care 
to redeem his Father's Body, by Repayment of 
the Sum borrowed, both himfelf, and his Chil- 
dren, fhould be deprived for ever of the Rites of 
Sepulture j than which, a greater Ignominy could 
not befal an Egyptian. This Prince valued him- 
felf for having iurpifled all his Predeceflbrs, in 
building a Pyramid of Brick, more magnificent, 
at leait in his Opinion, than any that hud been 
erected before: Accordingly, t. 1 i fnferiftion was 
ingraven thereon, by the Founder's Older. Com- 
pare me not with Pyramids of Stone ; which I excel 
as much, as Jupiter does all other Gods. 

As Herodotus has not afcertained the precife 
Time that the fix laft mentioned Monarchs reign- 
ed, we will fuppofe all the fix to have taken up 
the Term of one nundred and feventy Years, which 
is allowing them to have reigned about thirty 
Years one with another} notwithftanding which, 
there will be an Interval of near three hundred 
Years, to the Reign of Sab aeon the Ethiopian i 
wherein we ihall place fome Facts, which arc re- 
counted in Holy Irrit. 

Pharaoh, King of Egypt, gave his Daughter in 
Marriage to Solomon, King or lfracl j who redded 
in that Part of Jcrufalem, called the City of Da- 
vid, until he had built her a Palace ; for he [aid, 
My Wife [hall not dwell in the Hotife of David, 
King of lfracl, becaufe the Places are holy w here- 
unto the Ark of the Lord hath come, a Chron. viii. 
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Jeroboam fled to Sefouchis t or Scfac , called in 
Scripture Shijkak, from thcWrath ot Solomon ; who 
would have killed him, becaufe it had been pro- 
phefied to him, by Ahijah the Shilonitc, that he 
mould reign over Ten of the Tribes of Ifrael. 
Hereupon, Jeroboam ftaid in Egypt till Solomon's, 
Deccalc; alter which he returned to Judca y and 
putting himfelf at the Head of the Ten Tribes,^ 
wreftedthem from Rehoboam, and made himfelf 
King over them. 

But that was not all the Misfortune that befel 
Reboboam ; for in the fifth Year of his Reign, 
Sefac marched againft Jerusalem, becaufe Judah 
had crnnfgrefled againft the Lord. Shijhah brought 
with him in thisExpcdition, twelve hundred arm'd 
Chariots, and fixty thoufnnd Horfes, and the People 
that were with him were without Number. With 
thefe he made himfelf Mailer of all the fortify'd 
Cities of Judith, and advane'd as far as Jcrufalem. 

Here- 
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Hereupon, the Princes of Ifracl humbled them- 
felves, and implor'd the divine Protection ; upon 
which God told them, by the Prophet Jeremiah, 
that he would not utterly deftroy them, as they hail 
.deferv'd, but would grant them fome Deliverance; 
but that, nevcrthelcfs, they Ihould be Servants to 
Shijhak, that they might know the Difference be- 
tween the Service of God, and the Service of the 
.Kingdoms of the Countries. Accordingly, $ki/hak, 
after having pillaged the Houfe of the Lord, and 
the King's Houfe, of all its Treafures, and taken 
away the three hundred Shields of Gold, which 
Solomon had made, rais'd the Siege, and retired 
from Jerufalcm. 

It was, doubtlefs, during this Interval, that Za~ 
ra t or Zerab, King of Ethiopia, who muft cer- 
tainly have reign'd over Egypt likewife, fince 
that would otherwife have lain between him, and 
Pak(line\ invaded Afa, King of Judah, at the 
Head of a Million of Men, and three hundred 
arm'd Chariots. Againft this formidable Army 
A/a marched out boldly, with a much inferior 
Force, in full Reliance on God whom he ferv'd ; 
and ranging his Army in Order of Battle, thus 
addretied himfelf to the Almighty. Lord, It is 
nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or 
zuith them that have no Tower : Help us, O Lord, 
cur God ; for we rcjl on thee, and in thy Xante we 
go againjl this Multitude : 0 Lord, thou art our 
God j let not Men prevail againjl thee, a Chron. 

" xiv. ii, 12. A Prayer offer'd up with fuch a 
firm Faith, could not fail of being heard ; ac- 
cordingly, God ltruck the Ethiopian* with a pa- 
nick Fear; infomuch that they betook themfelves 
to a precipitate Flight, and were irrecoverably 
defeated ; beiug dcltroy'd before the Lord, and 
before his Holt. 

The next Egyptian Monarch that occurs, was 
Any ft s, who was blind ; and during whofe Reign, 
Sab aeon, the Ethiopian before-mention'd, entred 
Egypt with a numerous Army, and made himfelf 
Matter thereof ; being incited to undertake this 
Expedition, by an Oracle, which promifed him 
fcuccefs. When he had conquer'd it, however, he 
govern'd with great Clemency, Juftice, and Wif- 
dom ; of which (we think) one admirable Regu- 
lation of his, amongft others, is a fufBcient In- 
flancc. He did not punifli with Death, fuch Cri- 
minals as had been convicted of capital OlFences 
(unlefs, as we prefumc, they were guilty of Mur- 
ther) but referv'd chem for the Reparation of chc 
Caufeys, on which the Cities to which they bc- 
Jon^'d were ficuatc : By this Means rhey were 
made beneficial to the Publick, who rcap'd the 
Advantage of their Labour; and, at the fame 
Time, were futficicntly punifh'd for the Crimes 
they had committed. We fubmit it to thofc who 
arc competent Judges, whether our Felons at home, 
under a proper Regulation, might not be rendcr'd 
more advantagious to the Pubhck, than they are 
at prcfent, by being tranfportcd. Sabacon, like- 
wife, built feveral magnificent Temples; amongft: 
others, one in the City of Rubajlus ; of which 
Herodotus gives us a long and elegant Description. 
What is moft remarkable, and furprizing in this 
Prince is; that, after a Reign of fifty Years, the 
Time appointed by the Oracle, he voluntarily 
quitted Egypt* his old Kingdom of Ethiopia ; 
and left the Throne to Auyfs, who had conceaPd 

VJf all thisWhilc in the Fens. I 
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that this Sabacon is the fame with So, King of 
Egypt ; ivhofe Afliftance Hope a, King of Jfrael, 
in vain implor'd, againft the Ajfyrian Monarch 
Shalmanefer. 

Subfequent to Anyfis, is Sethon, or Sethos, who 
reign'd fourteen Years ; and is fuppofed to be the 
fame with Sevechr/s, the Son of Sabacon, Sua I, or 
So, the Ethiopian laft mention'd ; who reign'd fo 
long over Egypt. This Prince was fo far from 
difcharging the Duty of a Monarch, that he af- 
fected the Character of a Prieft; and accordingly, 
caufed himfelf to be confecrated High-Prieft of 
Vulcan. He even abandon 'd himfelf fo far to Su- 
perftition, that he intirely neglected providing 
for the Defence of his Kingdom by Arms ; and 
paid very little Regard to thofe of the military 
Profeflion ; being rully perfuaded he fliould ne- 
ver have any Occafion for their Afliltance. Where- 
fore, he not only did not give himfelf any Trouble 
to gain their Affections, but depriv'd them of 
their Privileges ; and even went lo far as to take 
from them the Lands, aflign'd them for many 
Ages, by the Bounty of his Predeccflbrs. 

As might reafonably have been apprehended, 
he was foon made fenfible of their Refentment, 
in a War wherein he was fuddenly engag'd with 
the Arabians and Ajjyrians j and from which he 
was only deliver'd by the miraculous Protection 
of the God he ferv'd : At leaft, if Herodotus is to 
be believ'd; who interminglesAbundance of Fable 
with his Account of this War. Sennacherib, (for 
fo Herodotus calls the Prince of the Arabian?, and 
AJfyrians) having entred Egypt with a numerous 
Army, the Egyptian Officers and Soldiers abfo- 
lutely refufed to rnarch^ againft him. Hereupon, 
the Prieft of Vulcan, being redue'd to fuch an Ex- 
tremity, had Recourfe to his God j and, on im- 
ploring his Protection, was bid to march couragi- 
ouflv againft the Enemy with what few Men he 
could raife. He obey'd the God, without Hefita- 
tion j and with a Handful of Tradefmen, Mecha- 
nicks, and Strangers, who join'd him* march'd to 
Pelufiuml where Sennacherib* s Army was incamp'd. 
The Night following, an infinite Number of Field- 
Rats entred the Enemy's Camp, and gnawing in 
Pieces their Bow-Strings, and the Thongs that held 
their Shields, render'd them incapable of making 
any Defence : Hereupon, being thus difarm'd, 
they were oblig'd to retreat with great Precipi- 
tation $ and in to doing, loft the moft Part of their 
Forces. In Acknowledgment for this Deliverance, 
Sethon, when he return 'd Home, caufed his own 
Statue to be erected in the Temple of Vulcan, hold- 
ing a Rat in his Right- Hand; and with thefc 
Words ifTuing out of his Mouth : Let the Man 
who beholds me, learn to reverence the Gods. 

It is evident, at firft Sight, that this Story, 
drefs'd up as ic is here, in this Manner, by Hero- 
dotus, is only an Alteration of what we arc told 
in the Second Book of Kings* concerning Senna- 
cherib, King of AJfyria. We may there lee, how 
that proud rrince, having fubdu'd all the Nations 
adjacent, and made himfelf Matter of all the other 
Cities of Judah, rcfolv'd to beficge Hczckiab in 
his Capital, Jerufalcm. The Miniftcrs of this re- 
ligious Monarch, in Contradiction to his Com- 
mands, and the repeated Remonftrances of the 
Prophet Jfaiahy who promis'd them, that God 
would infallibly protect them, if they would rely 
intirely upon him, fent fecretly to Egypt and E- 

thiopia, for Afllflancc. Relief was promifed them, 
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and the united Forces of thofe two Powers march'd 
to the Defence of Jerufalem, at the 'l ime appoint- 
ed- but were met, and vanquifh'd by the Ajfy- 
rians in a pitch'd Battle : Which done, Sennacherib 
purfu'd them into Egypt, and intirely laid wafte 
the whole Country- On his Rccurn from thence 
victorious, the very Night before he was to have 
made a general Aflault on Jerujalem-, when thofe, 
who had advifed the relying on Egypt, and Ethi- 
opia, had given over all .lopes; and every Heart 
faii'd, as believing their Cafe defperate, except- 
ing the King and the Prophets ; the Deftroying 
Angel from the Lord vifitcd the Camp of the Af 
fyrians, and llew a hundred fourfcore and five 
thoufandof them; proving thereby, undeniably, 
according to the Prophecy of ljaiah, that the 
Word, and Promife of the God of Ifracl, was al- 
ways to be firmly rely'd on. 

This we now know to be the Truth of the Fact; 
but, as that would have been far from redounding 
to the Honour of the Egyptians, they have endea- 
vour'd to wreft it to their own Advantage, by 
difguifing, and corrupting it, in the Manner be- 
fore related. The Prophet If at ah had foretold, 
on different Occafions; that this Expedition of the 
Egyptians, and Ethiopians, concerted feemingly 
with fuch Prudence, and conducted with equal 
Ability* for the Relief of the Jews, with the 
united Forces of two powerful Kingdoms, fliould 
not only be of no Service to Jerufalem, but ihould 
prove the Deftru&ion of Egypt itfelf; whofe 
ftrongeft Cities fliould be reduced; and the Inha- 
bitants of all Ages, and Sexes, carry'd away Cap- 
tives. It was, undoubtedly, in this Period, that 
the famous No-Ammon, fpoken of by the Prophet 
Nahum, when he foretold the utter Ruin ot Ni- 
neveh, was fo totally deftroy'd. That Prophet fays, 
that fhe id as carried away ■ ■ ■ that her young 
Children were dafhed in Pieces at the Top of all the 
Streets ; that the Enemy cafl Lots for her honou- 
rable Men ; and all her great Men were bound in 
Chains. He obferves alfo, that all thefe Misfor- 
tunes befel her, when Egypt and Ethiopia were 
her Strength ; and it was infinite. This clearly 
points out the Time, of which we have been fpcak- 
ing, when Tharaka, call'd in Scripture Tirhaka, 
King of Ethiopia, and Scthon, join'd their Forces, 
in vain, for the Recovery of Jerufalem. _ Authors 
are divided in their Opinion, where this No, or 
No-Ammon flood ; the v ulgate gives the Name of 
Alexandria, to that City which the Hebrew calls 
No-Ammon ; fuppofing , undoubtedly, that Alex- 
andria was afterwards built on the fame Spot, on 
which that was uruatcd ; but Dean Prideaux, and 
the learned Bocbatt, judge, that it was the fa 
with Thebes, call'd by the Greeks, Diofpolis ; or 
the City of Jupiter : And thus much, indeed, 
may be fa id, in Support of the latter Opinion ; that 
the Egyptian Simmon was the fame with the Grecian 
Jupiter, or Zeus ; and chat the magnificent Re- 
mains of Thtbe< 9 correfpond very well with the 
Character given in Scripture of this celebrated Ci- 
ty, and her intire Ruin. 

From the Foundation of thcEgypttan Monarchy, 
to the Reign of Scthon, the Egyptian Prielts rec- 
Ifon'd three hundred and forty one Generations of 
Men; which, allowing three Generations to a- 

mount to a hundred Years, made up a Series of 
ele 



they were to be belie v'd, had fucceeded each other, 
without interruption, under the Name of Pyromis, 
an Egypt ia?i Word, which fignifles good, and vir- 
tuous : To confirm this, the Prielts Ihew'd Hero- 
dotus, three hundred and forty one Wooden Statues 
of thefe Pyroi/ii-, ranged in Order in a great Hall : 
Such was the abfurd Pride, and Folly or the Egyp- 
tians', they were fond of laying Claim to an An- 
tiquity, to which no other Nation pretended ; and 
to which they were far from being able to make 
good their Pretention?. 

To Setbon, who reignM but fourteen Years, fuc- 
ceeded Tharaka, or Tii hjka, King of Ethiopia ; 
the fame who unfortunately join'd Sctko?i with his 
Forces, for the Relief of Jci ufalcm : He fway'd 
the Sceptre eighteen Years, and was the )aft Eibi- 
opian Monarch, who reign'd in Egypt. After his 
Deceafe, the Egyptians could not come to any 
Agreement about the Succeffion ; but continued in 
a State of Anarchy, for the Space of two Years ; 
during which, confequently, they were in vol v'd 
in perpetual Diforders. At laft, twelve of the 
principal Noblemen combining together, feix'd 
upon the Kingdom, and divided it into as many 
petty Monarchies ; having prcvioufly agreed a- 
mongft themfelves, that each of them fliould govern 
his own Territories, with equal Power and Autho- 
rity; without anyThought of invading, or feizing 
on the Dominions of the Reft. 

They conceived it abfoluiely neccflary to make 
this Agreement ; and alfo to bind it with horrid 
Imprecations, upon whoever mould violate it, in 
order to evade the Accompli ft ment of an Oracle; 
which had foretold, that which of them foever, in 
offering his Libation to Vulcan, mould make Ufe of 
a BrazenBowl to perform that Ceremony, he Ihould 
certainly become Matter of all Egypt. For fifteen 
Years, thefe twelve Princes reign'd together in 
great Harmony ; and believing they fliould con- 
tinue fo to do, were defirous of leaving a laftirg 
Monument of their Concord to Poftcrity. To this 
End, they jointly, and at their common Expence, 
built the famous Labyrinth ; which, as we have 
obferv'd before, was a magnificent Pile of Build- 
ing, confifting of twelve large Palaces, conjoin'd 
together; which had, under them, as many fubter- 
raneous Structures, of an equal Magnitude, Num- 
ber, and Proportion, to the Rooms above. 

In Proccfs of Time, however, an Accident al- 
together undefign'd, put a Period to the Unity, 
which had, till then, fubfifted between thefe 
twelve Monarchs : For, one Day, as they were 
all aftifting at a folemn, and periodical Sacrifice, 
in the Temple of Vulcan, the Priefts having pre- 
fentetl each of the Rett with a Golden Bowl for 



eleven thoufand, three hundred fixty iixYears, an 
eight Months : They reekon'd likewife an equal 
Number of Prieih and Kings ; which latter, if 



the Libation, one was wanting for Pfammiticus ; 
whereupon, that Prince, without any Defign, fup- 
ply'd the Want of the Bowl, and performed the 
Ceremony of the Libation, with his Brazen Hel- 
met ; each of them wearing one, at that Solemni- 
ty. This Accident made no fmall Imprellion upon 
the Reft, and recall'd to their Remembrance the 
Prediction of the Oracle beforemention'd ; where- 
fore, theyjudg'd it highly ncccflary, to provide 
againtt any Attempts ne might form; and with 
one Accord, banifliYl him into the Fena. 

There Pfamwiticits fpent fome Years, waiting 
for a favourable Opportunity, to revenge himfelf 
upon the eleven Kings, for the Affront they had 
put upon him; when News was brought him, 
that Men of Brafs were landed in Egypt : Thefe 
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were Carians, and lonians, both Grecian Colonics, 
who had been driven into Egypt by a Scorm \ and 
were cafed all over, from He:id to Fooc, with 
Brazen Armour. Hereupon, Pfammiticus imme- 
diately calPd to Mind an Oracle, which had fore- 
cold, chat he fliould be aflirced by Men of Brafs 7 
who (hould come to him from beyond che Seaj 
and he doubted not but the Prophecy would now 
be aecomplilh'd. Accordingly, he entrcd into a 
League with thefe Strangers; engaged chem, by 
great Promifes, to ft ay with him 5 levy'd Forces 
privately; put the Greeks at the Head of them; 
and giving Battle to the eleven Kings, entirely 
defeated them, and remain'd fole Matter of E f - 

As this Prince ow'd his Exaltation, if not his 
Prefervation, to the IoniatiSj and Carians, he grate- 
folly gave them Settlements in Egypt $ which had, 
till then, been fhut againft all Strangers; and by 
an Ailigr.menc of furhcient Lands, and fix'd Re- 
venues, bribed them to forget their native Coun- 
rry. By his Order alfo, they had Egyptian Chil- 
dren put ur.der theirTuition, that they might learn 
the Grcik Tongue ; and on this Occafion, and by 
this Means, the Egyptians began to carry on a 
Commerce with the Greeks. From this Time alfo, 
according to Herodotus, theEgyptian Hi frorv, which 
was before interlarded with pompous Fables, the 
Inventions of Priefts, begins to be more auchentick, 
and to be depended on. 

No fooner was Pfammiticus well fettled upon the 
Throne, but he engag'd in a War with the King of 
^ffyria, about the Boundaries of the two Monar- 
chies. This Rupture was of long Continuance 5 for, 
after Syria had fallen under the Power of the -dffy- 
tians, the Holy Land lying between thofc two 
Powers, was a perpetual Subject of Difcord to them, 
as it wa:> afterwards to the Pto/omies, and the Sefeu- 
c'tda : They were always contending for it; and ic 
became, alternately, the Prey of the one, or the 
other, according as either of them prov'd the ftrong- 
clt. This was the Cafe, in thcTime of Pfammiticus; 
that Prince finding hi mfelf peaceable PoflefTor of all 
Egypt, and having reftor'd the anticnt Conftituti- 
on, thought i: became him to look to his Fronti- 
ers, and fecure them againlt his Neighbour, che 
.4{[yn'jn, whole Power increafed daily; to which 
Knd he cr.trcd Pakftin:, at che Head of a powerful 
Ar 
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Probably, we are to refer to the Beginning of 
this Rc-ign, the Obfervation of Diodorus Siculus\ 
that the Egyptians, being provok'd to fee the Pre- 




hundred thouland ; and recir'd into Ethiopia, where 
they met with an advantagious Settlement. 

However chac be, Pfammiticus entering Pa/ef- 
tine (as we before obferv'd ) found- his Career 
\topn\i bysJjotus; call'd in Scripture ^f/hdod, one 
of the principal Cities of chat Country. This gave 
him fo much Trouble, that ic requir'd a Siege of 
twenty nine Years, to make him Matter thereof ; 
ancient Hilrory docs not mention any other Siege* 
which Jaded fuch a prodigious While. This Place 
was, of old, one of the five capital Cities of che 
Phi!ijiitus\ b-it the Egyptians, having feiz'd it, 
man y Years before the Rcii»n of Pfammiticus, had 
lorufied ii v.irh fuch particular L'aro, that it be- 
mine their II rongeit l-Wtrefs on that Side; neither 

could the Myrian penetrate into Egypt, till he had 



made himfelf Matter of that Town j which wa t 
effected by Tartan , one of his Generals, as may be 
feen, Jfaiab xx. 1. Sennacherib being che lame 
Prince, who is there ca I I'd Sargoii* The Jiffy ria/n 
maintain'd thcmfelves in Poffelnon thereof, till the 
Time that Pfammiticus redue'd itj and it colt the 
Egyptians the long Siege we have jult mentioned, to 
recover it from chem. This is iuppos'd to have 
happen'd, about feven Years after the Captivity of 
Manajfeh, King of JudaL 

During this Period, che Scythians quitting the 
Coalts of the Pa/us Mesotis, made Incuriions into 
Media, defeated Cyaxares, the King thereof, and 
ravaged all the Upper sJJta- 7 whereof they kepcPof- 
fellion cwenty eight Years. Theylikewifc pufii'd 
their Con quefts inco Syria, quite to the Frontiers of 
Egypt i ouc Pfammiticus, going out to meet them, 
managed Matters fo well, by his Prefents, and In- 
treaties, chac he prevaiPd on chem to proceed no 
farther j and thereby deliver'd his Dominions from 
thofe dangerous Enemies. 

Till che Reign of this Prince, the Egyptians had 
been fully poflefs'd with che Belief, chat they were 
the moft antient People upon Earth ; but he was 
defirous Co be yec more chroughly convine'd chcre- 
of, and Co chac End, had Recourfe Co a very extra- 
ordinary Experimenc ; if any Credic is Co be given 
to this Scory. He ordcr'd cwo Children, newly 
born, of poor Parents, to be educated in the Coun- 
try, in two feparate Cells, which were kept con- 
tinually (hut : They were committed to che Charge 
of a Shepherd, who was to feed them with Goat's 
Milk, as fome fay ; though ochers will have ic, 
they were to be fuckled by Nurfes, whofeTongues 
were cut out ; and he was exprefly commanded,, 
neither to fuiFer any Perfon to enter chefe Cells, 
nor to fjpeak one Word himfelf, in the hearing of 
thefc Children. He did fo j and at the End of cwo 
Years, as he was entring the Cells, with the 
neceflary Food for them, they boch cry'd out, with 
their Hands extended cowards cheir Fofter-Facher j 
Bekkos, Bekkos. The Shepherd, furpriz'd Co hear 
a Language chat was encirely new to him, buc 
which was frequently repeated afterwards, inform'd 
che King chereof ; and he ordering che Children 
to be brought before him, thac he mighc himfelf 
be aWicncTs of chcTruch of the Fa ft, both of chem, 
in his Prefence, began to lifp their little Gibbcrifh. 
There was noching wanting now, but to difcover 
what Nation us'd chac Word; and, ac laft, icwas 
found to be che Term by which che Phrygians call'd 
Bread: Hereupon, che Egyptians were oblig'd to 
refign to chem the Honour of being the molt anti- 
enc People; notwithstanding it was aTicle of which 
they had been long in Polfeilion, and of the Honour 
of which chey were not a litcle jealous. We have 
aiready inlinuated, chat chis Story docs not feem Co 
deferve much Credit; fincc ic is univcrfally agreed, 
and generally known, that fuch Perfons as are born 
deaf, arc likewife necclfarily dumb ; not through 
any Defect in their Organs of Speech, which have 
been found to be as perfect, in them as ochers, buc 
becaufe, havinL,*never heard any arciculace Sounds, 
they are thereby wholly incapacicaccd from utter- 
ing any. Pfammiticus, after a long Reign, dv\J 
in che twenty fourth Year of J oft ah, King of Ju- 
dah-y and was fuceeeded in the Throne by his Son 
Neehao. 

This Prince was the fame with the Tharaoh A% 

chu, fo frequently mention'd in Scripture: It wa« 

lie, who, iu »\e have obferv'd before, attempted 
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to open a Communication bcrween the Nik, and 
the Red Sea, by a Canal cue from one to the other : 
They were dilrant from each other, at Ieaft, an 
h rmd red Stadia j and above a hundred and twenty 
Thoufand Labourers perilh'd in theAttempt ; after 
which, he defifted from proceeding any farther 
therein, becaufe that, having confulted an Oracle 
about the Succefs thereof, the Anfwer return'd was; 
*Shat it Would open a Door for Barbarians to e?itcr 
his Dominions : The Egyptians ( as has been ob- 
ferv'd already) call'd all other Nations by that 

Name. . 
Nechao, however, met with better Succefs, m 

another Enterprise, whereof he might have made 
great Advantage. He had then divers Phoenician 
Mariners in his Service, they being, at that 
Time, the ableft Sailors in the Univerfe ; and 
fome of thefe taking Shipping in the Red Sea, 
with Defign to difcover the Coalts of Africa, hap- 
pily fucceeded therein \ failing almoft round that 
valfc Continent, and returning to Egypt, the third 
Year after their fetting out, through the Streights 
of Gibraltar. This Voyage was very extraordi- 
nary* in an Age when the Compafs was not known; 
and was perform'd one and twenty Centuries be- 
fore Vafco de Gama, a Portugueze, by the Difco- 
very of the Cape of Good Hope, in the Year 1497, 
found out the fame Way to the Eafi-Indies, by 
-which thofe Phenicians had come from thence 
into the Mediterranean. 

It was much about this Time, that the Babylo- 
nians, and Medesy having deftroy'd Nineveh, the 
former became fo formidable, that they drew up- 
on chemfelves the Jealoufy of all their Neighbours. 
Nechao, among ft the Reft, being alarm'd with the 
Danger, advane'd to the Euphrates, at the Head 
of a powerful Army, in Order to put a Stop to 
their Progrefs. In fo doing, he was obliged to 
take his Rout a-crofs Judea ; for which Rcafon, 
Jofiah, King, of Judah (who was fo famous for his 
uncommon Piety) was rcfolv'd to oppofe his Paf- 
fage. With this View, he rais'd all the Forces of 
his Kingdom, and poftcd himfelf in the Valley of 
Megiddo, a City on the Side of Jordan, belong- 
ing to the Tribe of Manajfch, and call'd Magdolus 
by Herodotus. Nechao being appriz'd of this, fent 
him Word, that his Arms were not defign'd againft 
him, but againft Others, who were the antient E- 
ncmies of his Houfe ; and that he had engaged in 
this Expedition by the Incitement of God himfelf, 
who was with him ; that, therefore, he advis'd 
him, not to intermeddle therewith, nor oppofe 
him ; fince that would be, in a Manner, oppofing 
God* and rnuft, ncceflarily, turn to his Deftru&ion. 
7 oft ah, however, was not to be mov'd with thefe 
Reulons; for, undoubtedly, he did not believe, 



made Way for the Calamities, which were impen- 
dent over the Jews $ and which had auly be era 
delay 'd, on Account of his good Reign. 

Nechao j being encouraged by this Victory, con- 
tinu'd his March towards the Euphrates, where he 
defeated the Babylonians, and redue'd Garchawjh, 
a large, and ftrong City in thofe Parts ; which he 
fecur'd, by leaving a good Garrifon therein : 
This done, he let out on his Return to his own 
Kingdom, from which he had been a b fent abouc 
three Months. Being inform'd by the Way, that 
Jehoahaz, Son to Jofiah, had been proclaimed King 
at Jerufalem 9 in his Father's Room, without any 
Application having been made to him for his Con - 
fent; he order'd that unhappy Prince to meet hint 
at Riblah, in the Land or Hamath ; where he no 
fooner arriv'd, but Nechao put him in Chains, arid 
fent him Prifoner into Egypt, where he ended his 
Days in Confinement. From thence he purfucd his 
March, and advane'd to Jcrufalem ; where he 
made Eliakim, another of the Sons of Joftah* King, 
in the Room of his Brother j gave him the Name 
of Jchoiakim 5 impos'd a yearly Tribute upon the 
Land, of a hundred Talents of Silver, and one of 
Gold} amounting in all, according to Dr. Cum- 
berland, 1040,435/. 3 id. 2q. which done, he 
return'd triumphant to Egypt. 

Herodotus, in his Account of this Expedition of 
Nechao's, and of the Victory gain'd by him at 
Megiddo, which he calls Magdolus, fays, that he 
afterwards took the City Cadytis 5 which, he in- 
forms us, was fituated in the Mountains of Palef- 
tine, and was equal in Extent to Sardis j which 
was not only the Capital of Lydia, at that Time, 
but of all Jffia Minor. This Description of the 
Situation, and Extent of Cadytis, can only agree 
with Jcrufalem ; which was the only City, chac 
could be compar'd to Sardis, in both thofe Re- 
fpecls. Be/ides, it appears plainly from Scripture, 
that Nechao, after the Defeat of Jojiah, made him- 
felf Mafter of Jcrufalem \ fince he was there in 
Perfon, when he gave the Crown to Jchoiakim. In 
Effect, the very Name Cadytis, which, in Hebrew, 
fignifies Holy, demonftrates it clearly to have been 
the City of Jcrufalem j as is evidently prov'd by 
the Learned Dean Pridcaux. For, from the Time 



that Solomon, by building of the Temple, had rcn- 
der'd Jcrufalem the only Place of Worfhip for all 
Jfrael, it was diftinguifli'd from all the other Cities, 
by the Epithet Holy ; and in the Old Tefiament, it 
was call'd jfir Hakkodejh, that is, the City of Ho- 
linefs, or the Holy City. It even bore this Title 
upon their Coins, and the Shekel was inferib'd, 
Jerufalcm Kcdufha 5 that is, Jcrufalem the Holy. 
In Procefs of Time, for the Sake of Brevity, the 
Word Jerufalcm was omitted, and only Kcdufha 
rcferv'd; and the Syriac being the prevailing Lan- 
guage, in the Time of Herodotus j Kcdufha, by a 
Change ufual in that Dialect, of (Jh) into (tb) 
was made Kedutha ; to which Herodotus giving a 
Greek Termination, it became Cadytis. 

To return from whence we have digrefs'd, Na- 
bopolaj]ar, King of Babylon, obferving, that fince 

„ , . . — , Carcbcmijh had been w relied from him by Nechao, 

Defeat of his Enemy, might turn his Arms ngainft all Syria, and Pale/line, had revolted from him, 
jum, and deprive him of Part of his Dominions, and no longer acknowledge his Dominion; and 
he perfilred in his Refolution of oppoling his Paf- being fcntiblc, that his great Age, and Infirmities, 

tft*,* *? c ^ nnt * w:ls noC on 'y vancjuiuVd by would not allow him to march againit the Rebels 

Atrhjo, but unfortunately received a fatal Wound, in Perfon, made his Son Nabuchidonafor, call'd in 

w he root he dy'd foon after at Jcrufalem, whither Scripture, Nebuchadnezzar, or Nebuchadrezzar, his 
he had order'd himfelf to be cam M : " 



that this Heathen Prince had any Commillion from 
God, to undertake this War, but only, that he pre- 
tended fuch a Commiflion, whereas, he engaged 
therein fokly out of Motives of human Policy: 
Wherefore, as he was fen(xble,that the bare march- 
>»g of fo powerful an Army through his Domini- 
ons, would not fail to ruin the Country ; and be- 
£des, might be afraid, that the Victor, after the 



Thus he 



Aflbciate, or Partner in the Kmpirc j and fent him. 



f>2 



The BISTORT 




E G Y P T. 



at the Head of a powerful Army, into thole Parts. 
This young Prince defeated the Army of Nccbao 
near the Euphrates, rccovcr'd Carchemifh, and re- 
duced the revoked Provinces to his Obedience, as 
the Prophet Jerc mi ah had foretold. In this Ex- 
pedition, he took from the Egyptians, all that had 
belong'd to them, from the River of Egypt, to 
the Euphrates \ which comprehended all Syria, 
and Palftine ; tor, as the Eupot atcs was the Am th- 
Etift Boundary of Syria, the River of Egypt was 
the South- We fi Boundary or. Pale/line. To prevent 
Millakes, however, it is proper toobfene, that 
thib River of Egypt, fo frequently mentioned in 
S'ripture, as the Boundary of Palcjlincy on that 

to be under- 
or Brook, 

narn'd Si cor, which running a-crofs the Defart, 
that lay between the two Nations, was the com- 
mon Boundary of both. So far the Land promis'd 
to the Potency of Abraham % and divided amongir. 
them by Lor, extended. 



was wholly ignorant, convinced him afterwards, 
that he had a M alter, and that he was only a 
meer Man, and a mifcrable Wretch ; He threat- 
ned him by his Prophets, long before he affliilcd 
him, with all the Calamities, wherewith he had 
rcfolv'd to chaftife and humble his Pride. 

A little after Hophra had afcended the Throne, 
Zedtkia/j, King oi Judah, lent an Ern baity to 
him, to engage him to enter into a mutual Al li- 
ance; and the next Year, unmindful of the Oath 
he had taken to the King of Babylon, he broke 
out into an open Rebellion againlt him. Not- 
with (landing the many Injunctions from God to 
his People, not to have Recourfe to Egypt, or 
rcpofe any Confidence in her ; notwithstanding 
their repeated Misfortunes, from their having ,re- 
ly'd upon that Nation, they ftill thought them 
their mofr Aire Refuge in Times of Danger, and 
could not forbear making their Application to 
them. 

This had already happen'd under the Reign of 
After this Defeat, Nccbao waj oblig'd to keep that Religious Prince Hezckiab, and had given 
himieif within his ownTerricories,and after having Occaiion of God's Mefiage to his People, by the 

Prophet If at ah. Wo to them that go down to E- 
gypc f or Help* a?id Jlay on Horfes, and trull in 
Chariots, be cart ft they are many -, but they lo k 7iot 
unto the Holy One of Ifrael, neither j'eek the Lord. 
The Egyptians are Men, and not God, and 



Side towards Egypt, is by'r.o Means tc 
itood of theA7A* ; but of a fmall River, 



mg 

reigned fix-teen Years, left the Kingdom to his 
Son 'r'fzvmis ; who reig n'd only \ ears, and of 
•whom Hiitory has left us very little worthy Reci- 
tal : AH we know of him is, that he went upon 
an Expedition into Ethiopia-, and that the Eliarrs 
lent a fplendid Embaliy into Egypt, during his 
Reign. The Purport of this Embafly was, that, 
having eftabliih'd tbe Olympic Game's with fuch 
Care, and under fuch excellent Regulations (at 
leair, as they imagin'd) that nothing could be 
added to their Perfection, and even Envy itfelf 
could not find any Fault with them (at leaft, as 
they imagin'd) they were dc tiro us of the Opinion 
of the Egyptians thereupon, whom they efteem'd 
the wifeit and moft fenlible People in the World, 
as believing themfelvcs fureof their Approbation. 
Hereupon, Pfjmziis a (Tern bled the Egyptian Sages, 
to know their Sentiments on this Head; and after 
every Thing had been heard, that could be al- 
ledg'd in Ptaifc of this Inltitution, the b leans were 
ask'd. whether their Fellow-Citizens, and Stran- 
gers, were admitted indifferently to thefe Ex- 
creifes; and they anfvver'J , That they were 
open alike to both ; upon which the Egyptians 
reply'd, that the Rules of J lift ice would have been 
objervM bitter, if Strangers only had been ad- 
mitted to thele Excrcifes j becaufe it would be 
very difficult for the Judges, in their A ward of the 
Victory, and Prize, not to incline the Bailance in 
Favour of their Fcllow-Cici v.ens. 



To Pfammis fucccedcd his Son Aprres, call'd 
in Scripture Pharaoh Hophra; who reign'd twenty- 
live Years j the fiiir of whirh were as remarkably 
happy, as thofe of any of his Predecelfors : He 
carrv'd hi > Arms into 'Cy prus ; attack'd the City 
of Si (ion both by Sea and Lund \ took it; and 

made himfelf Mailer of all Phoenicia, and 'Paltf- 
tiuc. Such uncommon, and unlook'd for Succefs, 
fwcll'd him up with Pride; and by the Teikimony 
of Herodotus, he was fo puff'd up with Infolence, 
and fo far infatuated, that he boalted, it was not 
in the Power of the Gods them fe Ives to dethrone 
him : So firmly efrablilhM was his Power, in his 
Opinion. It was with a View to thefe his arro- 
gant Sentiments, that the Prophet Ezckicl puts 
thefe vain, and impious Word", into fits Month; 
My River is mine own, and I have made it for 
myflf. The True Uod, however, of whom he 



their Horfes Flcflo, and not Spirit ; when the Lord 
Jha/l fir etch out his Hand, both he that hclpcth fjjall 
fall, and be that is hoi pen Jhall fall down, and 
they fhall fall together. However, neither the good 
King, who was utterly againft fending to Egypt 
for Atfiftance, nor the Prophet, were regarded, 
and nothing but the moft fatal Experience could 
open their Eyes, and convince chem of the Truth 
of the divine Threatnings. 

The Jews behav'd jult in the fame Manner, on 
this Occafion ; Zedekiah, notwithstanding all Je- 
remiah's ftrenuous Remonftrances to the contrary, 
was fully bent upon an Alliance with King ji- 
pries ; who being elate with the late Succefs of 
his Arms, and confident, that nothing was able to 
refift his Power, decJar'd himfelf the Protector of 
Ifrael, and promis'd them a Deliverance, from the 
Hands of Nabuchtdonofor. Hereupon, the Al- 
mighty* juftJy incens'd, that a wretched Mortal 
fliould dare to obtrude himfelf into his Place, thus 
cxprefs'd his Mind upon this Head to the Prophet 
Ezekicl xxix. 2, 3,4. Son of Man, fet thy Face 
againjl Pharaoh, King of Egypt, and prophefy 
againjl him, and againjl all Egypt. Speak and fay. 
Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I am againjl 
thee, Pharaoh, King of Egvpt, the great Dragon 
that licth in the Mtdfl of his Rivers, which hath 
faid, My River is m ne own, and I have made it 
for my J'clf. But I will put Htoks in thy JiJwr, 
£sfV. Then, after having compar'd him to a Reed, 
which breaks under him that leans upon it, and 
pierces his Hand ; God adds, Be'. old t I will bring 
a Sword upon thee, and cut off Man and Be aft out 
of thee i the Land of Egypt fhall he d< folate and 
wajle, and they fhall know J am the Lord, becaufe 
he bath faid, The River is mine 9 and I have made 
it. The fame Prophet, in feveral other Chap- 
ters, goes on foretelling the Calamities with 
which Egypt was upon the Point of being over- 
whelmed. 

Zcdeklah, however, was far from giving Credit 

to any of thefe Prophecies ; on the contrary, when 

he heard of the Approach of the Egyptian Army, 

and I 
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and Gm NMnoJor wi«h his Forces retreating became generaL ™f^J^^ t ^ 

but his joy was buc ihorc-Jiv'd. The Egyptians 
feeing the Chaldeans marching on againit them, 
durft noc engage fo numerous and well-difcipl in'd 
an Army; buc return'd back to their own Coun- 
try, and left the unfortunate Zedekiah expos YJ to 
all 'the Dangers of a War, in which they had 
themfelves engag'd them 5 and after their Retreat, 
Nabuchodonofor u^d.JerHfalem which ;^ 

he took, and burned, as Jeremiah had prophe- incredible Difficul- 



on che Remainder of his Dominions. 

The Troubles with which Egypt was thus torn, 
ZzvoNubucbnionofor a favourable Opportunity, to 
fall upon that detracted Kingdom ; and God him- 
felf infpir'd him with cheThought.ThatPnnce,the 
lnftrument of the divine Vengeance, (though he 
was himfelf ignorant thereof) to chaftile a People 
whom Heaven had refolv'd to punift), had but : juft 



Soon after God began to inflict thofe PunHh- 
mcnts upon Jpries, or Pharaob-Hophra,vjith which 
he had threatcn'd to chaftife him, for his unfufTer- 
able Pride, Arrogance, and Impiety. The Cyre- 
?iians, a Colony of Grecians, who had fettled in 
Jfrica, between Libya and Egypt, having feiz'd 
on, and divided amonglt chemielves, great Part 
of the Country belonging to che Libyans ; the in- 
jur'd SuiTerers, thus difpoifefs'd of their Right, by 
Lhe Violence of thefe Intruders, were forc'd to 
throw themfelves at the Feet of the Egyptian Mo- 
_ ;h, and implore his Protection* 
pries lent a willing Ear to their Supplications, 
and immediately fcnt a numerous Army, to attack 
the C)renian Greeks ; buc this numerous Army 
happening to receive an entire Defeat, and being 
almoft all cut in Pieces, the Egyptians imagin'd 
they had been fent into Libya, with no otherView, 
than that, by their Deftruction, Jfpries might 
have an Opportunity of governing without an^ 
Check, or Controul. Being prepollefs'd with this 
Belief, the Egyptians refolv'd to fhake off theYoke 
of this Prince, whom they now look'd upon as 
their Enemy; and as dpries, on being inform'd 
this Rebellion, difpatch'd one of his Officers, nam'd 
jtmajss, to put an End thereto, and force the Re- 
volcers to return to their Duty ; the Moment -A- 
majss began to harangue them for that Purpofe, 
they clapp'd a Helmet upon his Head, as a Mark 
of the Dignity they intended him, and proclaim'd 
him King, jimajts, both furpriz'd, and plcas'd, 
with this unexpected Offer, made no Difficulty of 
accepting it; and, iniread of difcharging the 
Commiihon upon which he came, and returnin 
to his Sovereign, ftaid with the Mutineers, an 
confirm'd chem in their Infurrcction. 

This News being brought to Jfprics, incens'd 
him yet more than before; wherefore, being 
fully refolv'd to pun\ fl\ sJmafs feverely, he imme- 
diately difpatch'd Patai bemts, another of his great 
Officers, and one of the principal Lords ot his 
Court, with Orders to put him under an Arreft, 
and bring him bound before him. But Patarbc- 
mis was coo weak to execute his Commands; and 
to feize upon a Rebel, fur rounded with the Inrtru- 
ments of his Treafon. This drew upon the un- 
fortunate Patarbemis, the molt unworthy and in- 
humanTreatment imaginable; for, on his Return, 
without having executed his Commilfion, the ex- 
afperated Monarch., never confidering that it was 
only through Wane of Power, and not of Will, 
that hjs Orders were not perform'd, etus'd both 
his Nofe and Ears to be cut ofF. An Outrage 
io bloody, and fo enormous, done to a Perfon of 
fuch Diitinction as Patarbemis, provokM the £- 
Siyptians to that Degree, that Numbers of them 
daily went over to the Rebels; and the Defection, 
which before wa« confm'd to the lirlr Mutineers, 



Army — . 

ties; to reward them, therefore, for the Fatigues 

they had undergone, the Almighty gave up hgypt 
as a Prey to their Arms. But it is proper to hear 
God himfelf, expreffing his Mind upon this Sub- 
ject; the Scripture has hardly any Paflage more 
remarkable than this, or which better fhewa the 
Sovereign Authority of our Creator over the 
Princes and Kingdoms of the Earth. Son 0/ Man, 
fays he to his Prophet Ezekiel, Nebuchadrezzar, 
King of Babylon, caufed his Army to ferve a great 
Service agabi/lTyrus', every Bead ivai made bald, 
and every Shoulder was peeled: Tet had he no 
Wages, nor his Army for Tyrus, for the Service 
that he hadferved againll it. Therefore, thus faith 
the Lord God, Behold, I will give him the Land of 



befc 
fail 



God. Again, the Prophet Jeremiah, fpeakmg of 
the fame Nebuchadrezzar, fays> He Jhall array 
himfelf with the Land of Egypt, as a Shepherd 
putteth on his Garment, and "he Jhall go for to from 
thence in Peace. Noble Expreflions ) which tliew 
wich what Eafe all the Power, and Rjchcs of a 
Kingdom are carry'd away, and pafs like a Gar- 
ment to a new Mafter, who has no more to do 
than to put it on, when God is pleas'd to appoint 
the Revolution. 

The King of Babylon, then, taking Advantage 
of the intcttine Divilions, into which the Rebel- 
lion of Amafs had plung'd chat Kingdom, march'd 
thither, ac the Head of his victorious Army; and 
made an intirc Conquett thereof, from Migdol, or 
Magdol, aTown on the Frontiers of Egypt towards 
the Holy Land, to Syene, the Southermojl Limit 
thereof towards Ethiopia. Wherever he march'd 
he carry'd Dcfolation and Terror; killing infinite 
Numbers of the Inhabitants, and laying the Coun- 
try fo wafte, that fortyYears were not fufficicne to 
repair the Damage caus'd by his Army. Having 
thus made himfelf Mafter of che whole Kingdom, 
Nabuchodonofor came to an Accommodation with 
Jmafis, and leaving him his Subllituce, return'd 
to Babylon, laden with the richelt of Spoils, and 
infinite Booty. 

After the Departure of Nabuchodonofor, for his 
own Dominions, Apries, or Pharaoh- Hophra, quit- 
ting the Place of his Concealment, advane'd co- 
wards the Sea-Coafts ; and taking into his Pay an 
Army of Carians, Ionians, and other Foreigners, 
marcn'd againft Amafts, whom he enpag'cl near 
Memphis ; the Confequencc of which was, that he 
was entirely defeated, taken Pri loner, led Captive 
to the Citv of Sais, and there ilranckd in his own 
Palace. This great and tragical Event had been 
exactly foretold by God, with nil the particular 
Circumftanccs attending it. He it was, who had 
broken the once fo formidable Power of -4 pries ; 
and had put the Sword into the Hand of A'aburbo- 



loiio- 
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doncfor, to chaftife and humble thac haughty 
Prince. / am againft Pharaoh, King of Egypt, 
fa id he, and ivill break bis ufrms. which were Jlro tig, 
but ?iow are broken ^ and I will caujc the Sword 

to Jail out of his Hand But I 'will fircngthen 

the Arms of the King of Bahylon, ajid put my 
Sword into his Hand — And they Jhall know that 
I am the Lord, 

He even enumerates the feveral Towns, which 
were to become the Prey of the Victors, as Pa- 
th/ os, Zoan , No, Sin, Aucn, Phibefctb, Sec. of 
which Zoan is thought to be the fame with Ta- 
nis, Sin with Pelujtum, Avert with Heliopolis, and 
Phibefctb with Ikibaftus. He like wife particularly 
foreceJs the unhappy End that mould befal the 
Capri ve King : Thus faith the Lord, Behold, I will 
give Pharaoh -Hophra, King of Egypt, into the 
Hands of his Enemies, and into the Hand of them 
that feck his Life* Again he declared, That after 
the Term of forty Years, the Egyptians mould 
groan under all Manner of Calamities, and lhould 
lall into fo deplorable a State, that there fhould 
be no more a Prince of the Land of Egypt. The 
Event verify'd the Prediction ; foon after the Ex- 
piration of thofc forty Years, Egypt became fubjeft 
to the Perfsans, and has been govern'd by Foreign- 
ers ever iince : For, after the Downfal of the Per- 
fian Monarchy, the Egyptians were fucceflively 
conquered by the Macedonians, the Romans, the 
Saracens, the Mamalukes, and the Turks ; which 
laft are Matters of that Country to this Day* 

Neither was the -Almighty lefs punctual in the 
Accomplifliment of his Threatenings to thofc of 
his own People, who, contrary to his repeated 
Prohibition, had retir'd into Egypt, after the. Re- 
duction of Jerufalem, and had fore'd the Prophet 
Jeremiah along with' them : After they had reach'd 
Egypt, and were arriv'd at Tahpanhesj or Tawh 
the Prophet was order'd to hide fome fome great 
Stones in the Clay of a certain Brick-Kiln, which 
was at the Entry of Pbaraofrs Palace in that City ; 
this done, the Prophet ihewing the Ifraelites thofe 
Stones, declar'd, that Nebuchadrezzar fliould come 
thither in a lictleTimc, and fliould fet his Throne 
upon thofe very Stones, and fpread his Royal Pa- 
vilion over them- That then he fliould fmite the 
Land of Egypt, and fliould deliver fuch as were 
for Death to Death ; fuch as wcie for Captivity to 
Captivity, and fuch as were for the Sword to the 
Sword. In fliort, that he fhould ravage the whole 
Kingdom, and carry Fire and Sword every- where 5 
that they lhould themfelves fall into his Hands, 
and be Part maflacred, and Part carry'd away 
Captives to Babylon ; and that but a very fmall 
Number of them fliould efcape the common De- 
flation, and be at laft reftor'd to their native 
Country: Every Particular of this was fulfill'd to 
a Tittle, in God's appointed Time. 

After the tragical End of Apries, the Ufurper. 
Amafis became peaceable PpflerTor of the Crown, 
and iili'd the Throne for the Term of forty Years; 
he was, according to Plato, a Native of Sais, and 
was certainly a Per foil of a great Capacity, and an 
artful Politician; of which the following Story is 

an undeniable Proof. 

As his Extraction was but mean, his Subjects 

ihevv'd him but little Rcfpeft, or rather, they 
treated him with Contempt, at the Beginning of 

hi.*, Reign. He was far from beinq; infcnhblc there- 
of, but rightly judg'd it would be the beft Policy, 
to gain upon them by A liability, and Lenity, and 



recover them to their Duty by found Reafon. To 
thisEnd,thercforc, he bethought himfelf of this art- 
ful Stratagem : He had a Golden Cittern, wherein 
himfelf, and thofc who had the Honour of being 
admitted to his Table, vvafh'd their Feet ; this he 
caus'd to be melted down, and fbrnVd into the 
Statue of a God, which done, he expos'd it to 
the publickWorlhip ; hereupon, the People flock'd 
in Crowds to the Statue, and paid their Adoration 
to it. This was what Amajis wanted; he had 
gain'd his Point ; wherefore, having caus'd an 
Affembly of the People to be call'd, he laid be- 
fore them the vile Ufes, to which this Statue had 
been once made fubfervient, to which, n ever the- 
lefs, they now thought fit to pay the greateft Re- 
ligious Honours : The Egyptians were a wife Na- 
tion, they eafily apply'd this Hint, as the King 
intended they lhould, and it had the defir'd Suc- 
cefs ; from that Time they paid him the Refpefr, 
that was due to his exalted Station. 

Notwithftanding-^/JW/fr did not obtain the Crown 
as legally as might have been wifh'd, when he 
had once gain'd it, his Conduct Was, in feveral 
Particulars, worthy of the Imitation of the beft 
lawful Princes. He dedicated the whole Morning 
to publick Affairs, fuch as receiving Petitions, 
giving Audiences, holding Councils, &c. and the 
Afternoon was facrihx'd to Pleafure : And as, in 
thofe Hours, which were given up to Diver/ion, he 
was extreamly gay, ana perhaps, might fome- 
times carry his Mirth to an Excefs, his Courtiers 
took the Liberty to reprefent to him theTndecency 
of fuch Behaviour, elpecially in' one of his exalted 
Station ; upon which he anwer'dj That it was as 
xmpoilible for the Mind to be always ferious and 
intent upon Bufincfs, as it was for a Bow always 
to continue bent. It was this Prince* who oblig'd 
the Inhabitants of every Town to enter their Names 
in a Book, which was to be kept by the Magis- 
trates, with their Profcllion, and Manner of Liv- 
ing. This Regulation was thought fo ufefui by 
Solon, that he adopted it into his jBody of Laws._ 
He built many magnificent Structures, efpeci- 
ally at Sah, the Place of his Nativity; but, above 
all, Herodotus admir'd an Edifice, confiding only 
of one fingle Stone, which was twenty-one Cubits 
in Front, fourteen in Height, and eight in Breadth ; 
it had been brought from E/ephantis, and two 
thoufand Men had been employ'd three Years, in 
bringing it from thence, upon the Nile. He was 
very obliging to the Greeks, to whom he granted 
great Privileges; he even gave the City of Nate* 
cratis, fo celebrated for its Haven, to fuch of 
them as were defirous of fettling in Egypt : And 
when the re-building the Temple of Dclphos, 
which had been burnt, was in Agitation, and the 



Expcnce was computed at three hundred Talents, 
he fupply'd the People of that Ifland with a very 
confiaerable Sum, towards difcharging their Qijp- 
ta, which was feventy-five Talents. He like wife 
enter'd into an Alliance with the Cyrcniatis, and 
marry'd a Wife from amongft them ; he was alfo 
the only King of Egypt, who concucr'd the file 
of Cyprus, and imposed a Tribute thereupon. 

Under his Reign the celebrated Tythagoras ar- 
riv'd in Egypt \ being recommended to Amafis, by 
the famous Po/y crates, Tyrant of Samos,\vith whom 
that Prince had contracted a (trie! Friendfliip. Du- 
ring his Stay in Egypt, that Philofophcr was ini- 
tiated in all the Myfterics of the Egyptians, and 

was inltruftcd by their Prieds in the moft abftrufc. 

and 
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and important Points of their Religion, in Order 
to which, he was firft ohlig'd to undergo the Ope- 
ration of Circuraciiion, as has been already ob- 
ferv'd j and from them it was he adopted his Fa- 
vourite Do&ri'ne of the Metempfychojis, or the 
Tranfmigration of Souls. 

In that Expedition, wherein the Great Cyrus 
fubdu'd the molt Part of Jfta, and Africa, Egypt, 
undoubtedly, underwent the fame Face with all 
the neighbouring Kingdoms, and fubmitted to 
his Dominion 5 nay, Xmophon exprcily affirms as 
much, in the Beginning of his excellent Cy ropes- 
ditti and it is probable, chat, after his Deceafe, 
jifnafts- fhook off the. Yoke, and render'd Egypt. 
again independent. However that be, the hgyp- 
tians* did not long, enjoy their Liberty 5. for Cam* 
byfesi, the Son of Gyrus,, had no fooncr afcended his 
Throne* than he bent all hk Thoughts upon re- 
ducing Egypt to his Subjection,, and accordingly 
he invaded it in the fourth Year of his Reign. 

If Herodotus is to. he credited, the Reafon why 
Gambyfes turn'd his. Arms that Way, was ; laccaute 
that having defied a Daughter off Amafis in Mar: 
riage^ thac Prince had fenc him a Daughter of A- 
pries in her Stead. This, however, can hardly be 
true, finee Apries had been dead forty Years \ and 
confequently, no Daughter of his cpuld be young 
enough to be Wife to Cambyfes : . YVhac Others 
have advane'd upon this Head, is; abundantly more 
probable, which is, that Cyrus himfelf, and not 
Cambyfes* made the Demand of the Daughter of 
Amafay inttead of whom chat Prince lent the 
Daughter of Apries, "nam'd Ni&eti** 

Thifr Princcfs conceal'd her Birth for fomeTime, 
as Ihe had been defix'd by Amafa, and was con- 
tented with being thought his Daughter ; till ha- 
ving had divers Children by Cyrus, and having en- 
tirely gain'd his Affections, (he difdos'd the Secret 
to hitn, and fpar'd no Pains to infpire. him with a 
Refolution to call Amafts to an Account, for the 
Injuries he had done her Father, and particularly* 
his Cruelty, in caufing him to he put to Death. 
Cyrus, it is faid, dehgn'd to have gratify'd her 
therein, as foon as his other Affairs wouia have 



given him Leave; but, being overtaken by Death, 
before he could put this Defign in Execution, the 
Accomplilhment thereof fell to the Lot of Cam- 
byfes, who was Son to Nitetis 5 ^ and this was his 
Reafon for turning his Arms againft Egypt. 

Juft before his Arrival there, Amafts had ended 
his Days, and was fucceeded in the Throne by 
his Son Pfammenitus ; whom Cambyfes defeated in 
a pitch'd Battle, and fore'd to (hut himfelf up in 
Memphis, where he befieged him, and foon made 
himfelf Matter of that City. However, contrary 
to his ufual Cuftom, he treated the var.qui&'d 
Monarch, at firft, with great Lenity, granting him 
his Life> and aligning him an honourable Pen- 
non : But, being afterwards inform'd, that Pfam- 
menitus, not content therewith, was fecretly eri- 
deavouring to reafcend t!:e Throne, he caus'd him 
to be put co Death ; and thereby evidently ful- 
fills the Prophecy of Ezekiel xxx. 1 3. That there 
Jhould be not a Prince of the Land of Egypt. For 
Pfammenitus was the laft of the Egyptian Kings, 
and Egypt became fubjeft to the Per/tans, till the 
Time of Alexander the Great j after which it was 
govern'd by the Macedonians, till the Time of 
the Celebrated Cleopatra 5 then it became a 
Province of the Roman Empire, till it was fucceA 
lively conquer'd by three Sorts of Mohammedans, 
or Mahometans ; the Saracens, Mair.alukes, and 
T u*ks : The laft of which are Matters thereof to 
this Day j and fhould they ever lofe it, we may 
be firmly aflur'd, it will never more be govern'd 

by an Egyptian. 

The Reign of Pfammenitus lafted but half a 
Year j zU Egypt fubmicced immediately co the Con- 
queror j as will be feen more at large, when we 
come to treat of the Hiftory of che Per fans and 
Grecians, with which the Hiftory the Egyptians 
will be interwoven for the future, till the Death 
of Alexander the Great \ when Egypt will be erected 
into a new Monarchy-, under Ptolomy, the Son of 
Lagusj one of that rrince's Generals, nil at the 
Death of Cleopatra it becomes a Province of the 
Roman Empire, as has been already obferv'd. 



CHAP. VII. 

Hiftory of the Afiyriaris ; various Opinions about the Antiquity of the fir ft 



efts of 



)ft probable Account thereof ; Nimrod undoubtedly its Founder ; fo 
of Nineveh, one of the Capitals of the A fly riant Empire; as alfo of the & 

of the firft Monarchs of that Empire; fo 



t of Babylon, the other Capital of that Empire ; the immenfe 
Tower of Babel ; Alt taken away, and the Tovber deft.oyi by Xerxes, &c 



H 



AVTNG now given our Readers the An- 
ticnt Hiftory of the Egyptians, as far as 
it is not interwoven with the Hiftory of 



in the Univerfe, but becaufe their Hiftory has a 
great Connection with that of the Jewijh Nation ; 

, . — and we often find them making their Appearance, 

other Nations, which Pare thereof will more pro- in the Chronicles of the Kings of lfracl and Judab. 
pcrly be introduced in another Place, We think the Their moft powerful Monarchs, 'Put, Tiglatb-Pi- 

fefcf, Salmdnezer, Sennacherib, Nabuchodonofor , and 
divers Others, being in the Hands of God; only fo 
many Inftruments of his Vengeance, whereof he 
made Ufe, to punifli the Sins and Prevarications of 

his 



Hiftory of the Affyrians next demands the Pre- 
ference, and for the fame Rcafons for which we 
before gave it to the Egyptians : That is, not only 
becaufe they were one of the moft ancient People 
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his People. He will lift up an Enfgn to the Na- 
tions J torn far* and will hifs unto them from the End 
of the Earth, and behold, theyjball come zvith Speed 
fxvi/tly. Says che Prophec Jfaiah, v. 26. God 
himfelf put che Sword inco cheir Hands, and ap- 
pointed their daily- Marches: Ic was he who fill'd 
their Soldiers with Courage, and render'd their 
Armies indefatigable and invincible, whillbTerror 
and Confternacion march'd before chem, as cheir 
Harbingers. 

The Hiftory, then, of this formidable People, 
mud, we believe, be acceptable to che Publick j 
the jfjjytian Empire having been, indifputably, 
one of che molt powerful in che World. As to 
the Length of its Duracion, Authors have been 
divided in their Opinions on thac Head ; fome, as 
Ctifas> who is folio w'd cherein by Juftin, belie- 
ving ic co have continu'd thirteen hundred Years; 
whilft Others, with Herodotus, reduce ic Co five 
hundred and twenty. This Difference of Opinion 
may, probably, have arifen from che various Vi- 
cillicudes to which ic wasfubje£t, during the Courfe 
of feveral Ages chac ic fubfilbed ; che Power, and 
Extent of Empire, of fome of ics Monarchs ha- 
ving been confiderably greater, than in the Reigns 
of lome Others; and this, perhaps, may fcrve, in 
fome Meafure, to reconcile this Diverficy of Sen- 
timents in thofe Writers. 

In Effect, che Hiftory of chofe early Times is 
fo obfeure ; all the Helps we can get from the 
Ancients are fo inefficient, as they dilagrce widely 
amongft themfelves j and the Accounts of the Mo- 
derns are fo difFerenc from each other, upon that 
Head ; chac ic is very difficult, if not impoflible, 
to lay down any Pofition concerning it, which a 
candid Writer can aflerc to be certain, and incon- 
teftable. When Certainty, therefore, is not to be 
come at, we believe, any reafonable Perfon will 
be Satisfy 'd with Probability. And in our Opinion, 
the molt likely Way not to be deceiv'd, is to 
make the dffyrian Empire equal, in Point of An- 
tiquity, with ics two Capitals, the City of Baby- 
lon, and Nineveh. Now we arc aflur'd from Scrip- 
ture, thac thefc were built by Nimrod, who, un- 
doubtedly, was a great Conqueror j and, in ail 
Probability, the rirlt, and molt antient, that ever 
afpir'd after chac vain Title; though too many 
have folio w'd his Steps fincc, to the Deftruction 
of great Part of Mankind. 

According to che Accounc fenc by Calijlhenes, a 
Philofophcr, in j4lexa?ider''s Retinue, to the cele- 
brated jirijl tie, the Preceptor of chat great Prince, 
the Babylonians reckoned cheir City to have been 
built, at lcaft, io^Ycars, when that Prince made 
his triumphant Entry into Babylon ; which de- 
duces their Origin from the Year of the World, 
j 771, that is, a hundred and fifteen Years after 
the Deluge. This Computation differs but a few 
Years from the Time when we fuppofc Nimrod 
founded that City. It muft be conrefs'd, indeed, 
that the Account of Calijlhenes is not efteem'd au- 
thentick by the Learned, becaufc it does not agree 
with any other Accounts of that Matter j but the 
Conformity we find between it, and that given 
by the Holy Scriptures, ought, we chink, to make 
ic defer ve a little Regard. 

Upon thefc Confi derations, in our Opinion, we 
may very well allow, that Nimrod was the Founder 
of cue fi rl t sflfyri an Ernpi re j which fubfifted, chough 
with fomeViciifitudes, as to it« Kxrcnr, and Glory, 
upwards of 1450 Years, from che Time of Nimrod, 
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to the Death of Saulanopa'us, its laft Monarch, 
who burnt hi ml elf, with all his Wives, and Trea- 
fures ; chac is, from the Year of che World, 1800, 

to che Year S 2 57 m 

We chink ir, then, cvidenc, that Nimrod was the 
firft King of che stjjyrians ; and there is great Rea- 
fon to believe, thac he was the fame wich Be/us, 
who was afcer wards worfhipp'd as a God, under 
thac Name j che Word Be/as being deriv'd from 
Baal, which fignifies Lord', by which Title, Nim- 
rod** Subjects might, probably, call him. 
' The Set iptutt informs us, that he was the Son 
of Chits, or Cufh, who was the eldcft Son of Cham, 
or Ham, the fecond Son of Noah j and confequent- 
ly, chac he was che Greac Grandfon of chat good 
Patriarch. We are told like wife in Holy Writ* 
that he was a mighty Hunter before the Lord \ in 
applying himfelf to which laborious, ancl indeed 
dangerous Exercife (for fo ic was at that Time) he 
feems, by all Circum(tances,to have had cwo Things 
in View. The firft of chefe was, Co gain the Affec- 
tions of the People round about him, by delivering 
them from the Fury, and Dread of wild Beafts, 
which abounded in chofe Countries where he fix'd 
his Empire ; and che nexc was, to train up Num- 
bers of young Men by this hardy Exercife, to en- 
dure Labour, and Fatigue ; to form them to the 
Ufe of Arms ; and to inure them to a Kind of 
Difcipline, and Obedience to Command ; to the 
End that, at a proper Time, after they were ac- 
cuftom'd to fubmit to his Orders, and were well 
difciplin'd, he might employ them for other Pur- 
po fes, of more Importance than Hunting. 

There are fome Traces ftill remaining, in anti- 
ent Hiftory, of this Stratagem of Nim rod's j whom 
moft prophane Authors have confounded with his 
Son, Ninus : For, Diodorus Si cuius has the follow- 
ing Paflagc ; *' Ninus, the moft antient of the 
" Jffyrian Monarchs, mention'd in Hiftory, per- 
" form'd great Actions; being naturally of a 
,c martial JDifpoficion, and ambitious of that Glory, 
ts which is the Fruit of Valour, he arm'd a con- 
<c fidcrable Number of young Men, thac were 
" brave, and vigorous, like himfelf, train'd them 
" up a long lime in laborious Excrcifes, and 
Hardships, and thereby inur'd them to bearing 
the Fit : gues of War patiently, and to facing 
Dangers, with Courage, and Intrepidity." What 
the fame Author adds, that Ninus cnter'd into an 
Alliance with che King of the Arabians, and join 'd 
his Forces wich his Brothers, feems co have been 
deriv'd from an antient Tradition ; from whence 
we may gather, that the Sons of Chus, who, con- 
sequent ly, were AVtff/W's Brothers, all fettled chem- 
felven in u4rabia> along che Per fan Gulph, from 
Havilah co che Ocean; and Jiv'd near chough their 
Brother, either to lend him Afliftancc, or to re- 
ceive it from him. 

What che fame Hiftorian farther fays of Ninas 9 
That he was the firft Monarch of the Syrians, 
agrees cxa£tly with what the Scripture tells us of 
Nimrod t That he began to be mighty upon the Earth. 
That is, he procur'd himfelf an advantageous E- 
ftabliftimcnt ; built Cities, fubdu'd his Neighbours, 
and united divers People under the fame Govern- 
ment, by the Bond of the fame Laws ; and fo 
form'd, and moulded them all together into one 
Scare, which, for thofe early Ages, was of a con- 
fiderable Extent, notwithstanding it was hounded 
by the Rivers b'uphiatcs and "figiis ; and which, 
in Succeeding A get*, made new Actjuifitions, by 

little 
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little and little, and, at laft, extended its Conquefts 
to a prodigious Degree. 

The greateft Part of prophane Writers afcribe 
fche founding of Babylon, call'd in Scripture, Babe/, 
one of the Capitals of the AJfyrian Empire, to 
Scmiramis, and the Reft Co Be/us ; whereas, we are 
affur'd of the contrary from Holy W 'it. In Effecl:, 
it is evident, that they are all miftaken, it they 
jpeak of the very firft founding of chat City 5 for 
it ow'd its Beginning neither co Scmiramis, nor 
et to Nimrod, but to the Vanity and Folly of thofe 
'eople mention'd in Genejis xi. 4. who were de- 
firous of building a City, and a Tower, which 
ihould reach to Heaven, and fhould render their 
Names immortal : That is, to the united Endea- 
vours of the greateft Part of Mankind, who were 
jointly engag'd in this mad Undertaking. 

Jofephus, in his Hiftory of the Jews, Book L 
Chap. 4. informs us, that one of the Sibyls, who 
certainly muft have been very ancient, and whofe 
Fictions cannot be imputed to the indifcreet Zeal 
of any Chrifiians, affirras,That the Gods overthrew 
the Tower by an impetuous Wind, and a violent 
Hurricane. Had there been any Foundation for 
thisAffertio^MfflroJ'sRafhnefs^andPrefumptioni 
muft have been very great, to rebuild a City, and 
aTower> which the Almighty himfelf had over-* 
thrown* with fuch Marks of his Difpleafure. But 
the Scripture does not aflert any Thing like it 5 
and we can hardly believe, fo remarkable an Oc- 
currence would have been pafs'd over, by Mofes, 
m Silence, had it been Fa£t \ wherefore, it is very 
probable, that the Building remain'd in the fame 
Condition wlierein it was, when God prevented 
the going on with theWork, by the Confufion of 
Language: ; and that the ftupendous Pile confe- 
craied to helus, which is defcrib'd by Herodotus* 
was this very Tower, which the Sons of Men were 
vain enough to attempt railing to the Clouds. 

It is farther probable, that this ridiculous De- 
fign being defeated by fuch an aftonifliing Miracle, 
as could not have been wrought by any one but 
the Almighty himfelf, every one abandon'd the 
Place, which muft have ftruck him with Terror; 
and that Nimrod was the firft, who afterwards 
fett 1 cd therein with his Friends, and Confederates j 
and having fubdu'd all that liv'd round about it, 
began his Empire there, though he did not confine 
it to fo narrow a Compafs, And the Beginning of 
his Kingdom was Babel, &c; Gen. x. 1 o. The 
other Cities, which the Scripture mentions in the 
fameVerfe, were all in the Land of Shinar, which 
was certainly the Province, whereof Babylon' be- 
came the Metropolis. 
From this Country Nimrod advanced into jffjyria, 
where he built Nineveh, which was likcwife the 
Capital of the -djfyrian Empire, De Terra ilia 
egrcjjus ejl Jjfur, & adificav it Nineveh. Gen. x.i 1. 
For, in that Manner do many learned Men under- 
ftand that Text, which, in ourVerfion, is rendered, 
Out of that Land went forth Aftiur, and built Ni- 
neveh j looking upon the Word /Iffu r there, as the 
Name of a Province, and not of the firft Man, 
who tookPofleflion thereof ; as if it were, He went 
/orth into Ajffur, that is, into AJfyria ; and this is 
certainly the moft natural Meaning of that Text. 
Befides, the Country of Affyria is defcrib'd, in one 
pi the Prophets, by the Name of the Land of 
Nimrod. And they Jhall wafte the Land of Affyria 
-wttb the Sword, and the tand of Nimrod in the 
Entrances thereof*, thtts Jhall he deliver us from the 



Aflyrian, when he cometh into our Land, and what 
he treadeth within cur Borders. Micah i. 6. It, 
probably, deriv'd its Name from AJfur* call'd in 
Scripture, Ajhur, the fecond Son of Shcm, and 
Grandfon of Noah ; who is believ'd to have fettled 
himfelf and his Family there, and muft, confe- 
quendy, have been either driven out, or redue'd 
under Subjection, by this firft Ufurper, and Con- 
queror, Nimrod, 

However, there is great Reafon toprefume, that: 
this Prince, after having poflefs'd himfelf of the 
Provinces of ^Jhur, did not make an ill l/fe of 
his Conquefts; fincewe find, from Scripture, that 
he did not ravage them like a Tyrant, but, on the 
contrarary, filPd, and adorn'd them, with noble 
Cities; whereby he is believ'd to have render'd 
himfelf as much belov'd by his new Subjects, as 
he was before by his old ones : Infomuch* that the 
Hiftorians, who have not examin'd into the Bot- 
tom of this Affair, have thought, that he made 
Ufe of the Ajjyrians to fubdue the Babylonians. 

Amongft others, he built one City more large 
and magnificent than the Reft, which he called 
Nineveh, from the Name of his Son Ninus, in or- 
der to eternize the Memory of that young Prince. 
On the other Hand, the Son, in his Turn, being 
full of Veneration for his Father, was willing thac 
they who had obeyed him as their Sovereign, mould 
adore him as their God, and oblige other Nations 
to render him the fame Worfhip. For it feems 
very evident, that Nimrod was the fame Perfon 
with the famus Bclus, of the Babylonians, their 
firft Monarch, whom they deified for his great 
Actions; and thus fliewed others the Way* to that 
empty Sort of Immortality, which is frequently 
the Refult of Accomplilhments entirely human. 
It will, no Doubt, be expected, thac we fhould 
* ve fome Account of the prodigious Strength and 
reatnefs of thefe two celebrated Cities, Babylon* 
and Nineveh, under thofe Princes to whom their 
Building is afcribed by prophane Authors 5 be- 
caufe the Scripture fays very little or nothing up- 
on this Head. This Silence, however, of Scrip- 
ture, in this RefpecT, though it is diflatisfadtory 
to our Curiofity, may be rendered an inftruclive 
Lcflbn for our Piety. In Effecl, the facred Writer 
has placed Nimrod, and Abraham, as it were, in 
one View before us ; and he feems to have placed 
them fo near together on Purpofe, to give us am 
Example, in the former, of what is admired and 
coveted by Mankind 5 and, in the latter, of what 
is acceptable and well pleafing to God. Thefe 
two Perfons, fo unlike each other, were the two 
firft and chief Citizens of two different Cities, 
( one earthly, and the other heavenly ) built on 
different Motives, and different Principles; the 
firlt being founded on Self-love, and a Defire of 
temporal Advantages, even to the Contemning of 
the Deity ; and the latter, on the Love of God, 
and a Defire of fpiritual Happinefs, even to the 
Contemning of One's- felf. 

We have already obferved, that moft of the pro-] 
phane Writers have look'd upon Ninus as the firft 
Founder of the jijfyrian Empire ; and for that 
Reafon have afcribed to him a great Part of the 
Actions of his Father Nimrod, or Belus. This 
Prince, having refolved upon enlarging the Do- 
minions left him by his Father; by new Conquefts, 
very prudently began, by preparing fuch Troops, 
and Officers, as would be capable of promoting hia 
Defigns. This done, he took the Field, having 

Q_ firft 
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firft received confide rablc Body of Forces, from 
his Neighbours the Arabians ; and, within the 
Space of feventeen Years, fubdued all the Coun- 
tries, which lay between Egypt f India-, and Bug- 
via j but did not then venture to attack either of 
the two laft. 

On his Return from this fuccefsful Expedition, 
before he undertook any new Conquefts, he was 
defirous of immortalizing his Name, by building 
a City, anfwerable to the Greatnefs of his Power, 
which he called Nineveh j it was fituated on the 
Eaficm Banks of Tigris. Undoubtedly, he did 
no more than finifh the Work his Father had be- 
gun, fince we are affured from Scripture, that 
Nimrod founded that City ; nevcrthelefs, he has 
run away with the Honour of the Whole in pro- 
pria ne Hiftory : Nor are we to wonder, if we 
find the founding of a City afcribed to different 
Perfons; fince it is a common Way of fpeaking 
amongfr. prophane Writers, to fay fuch a Prince 
built fuch a City, though he was not the Perfon 
who firft founded it, but only embellifhed, or en- 
larged it. 

To return from whence we have digreflcd; the 
Defign of Ninus, according to Diodorus Si cuius 9 
was to render Nineveh the largeft and noblcft City 
in the Univerfe ; and not to Jeave it in the Power of 
thofe who ihould come after him, either to build, 
or even hope to build fuch. Nor was he deceived 
in his View, fays the fame Diodorus, ( though we 
think, by Miftake, fince Faby/on feems to have 
furpaifed, or at Icaft equalled it,) for never was any 
City comparable to this for Greatnefs and Magni- 
ficence, it was a hundred and fifty Stadia or Fur- 
longs in Length, and ninety in Breath, confequent- 
ly it was an Oblong; and its Circumference was 
four hundred and eighty Furlongs, or fixry Miles. 
Accordingly, we find it faid, in the Prophet Jonah, 
that Nineveh was an exceeding great City, of three 
Days Journey ; which wc take to be meant of the 
whole Circuit, or Compafs of the City: The Walls 
Were a hundred Foot high; and fo thick, that three 
Chariots might go a-breaft upon them with Eafe: 
And to add to their Strength, and Grandeur, they 
were fortify 'd, and adorned with fifteen hundred 
Towers, two hundred Foot high. 

When At nut had finiflied this prodigious Work, 
he undertook his Expedition againfr. the Baclrians, 
with an Army which according to Ctejtas, confifted 
of feventeen hundred thoufand Foot, two hundred 
thoufand Horfe, and about fixteen rhouftnd Cha- 
riots armed with scythes. Diodorus Siculus adds, 
that this ought not to appear incredible, fince, not 
to mention the prodigious Armies of Darius, and 
Xerxes, the City of Syracufe alone, in the Time of 
DiorrJ/us the Tyrant, furni filed a hundred and 
twenty thoufand Foot, and twelve thoufand Horfe, 
befides four hundred VefTel*, well fitted out, and 
provided. And a little before the Time of Hanni- 
bal, Italy was able to fend into the Field near a 
Million of Men, including the Citizens and their 
A 1 1 ies. 

To return to Ninus, he made himfelf Mafter of 
Numbers of Cities, and at laft laid Siege to Batfra, 
the Capital of the Country ; where he would pro- 
bably nave fcen all his Dehgns mifcarry, had it not 
been for the Diligence and Afllfrance of Semiramis, 
Wife to one of his chief Officers ; a Woman of an 
uncommon Courage, and particularly exempt from 
the Weaknefs of her Sex. This Heroine, fo re- 
nowned in Hiftory, was born at Jffcalon, a City of 



^udaa y where, according to Diodorus y flie was re- 
ported to have been miraculouljy nurfed, and 
brought up by Pigeons ; ihat Hi ftorian himfelf, 
however, looks upon this Circumftance as entirely 
fabulous. Be that as it will, it was Semi r amis who 
directed Ninus in what Manner to attack the Cita- 
del, and by her Means he took it ; which done, he 
became M alter of the City, wherein he found an 

immenfe Treafure. Hereupon, the King fell vio- 
lently in Love with her; and her Husband being 
an Obllacle in his Way, conceived a ftrong 
Averfion again ft him ; which that unfortunate Of- 
ficer perceiving, he killed himfelf, to avoid the 
Effects thereof ; after which Ninus married her. 

Some Time after his Return to Nineveh, he had 
a Son by her, whom he called Ninus ; not Jong 
after which he died, and left S emir amis the Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom* In Return, the Queen 
erected a magnificent Monument, in Honour ofhis 
Memory ; which was to be feen long after the De- 
ftruclion of Nineveh. There feems to us little Ap- 
pearance of Truth, in what fome Authors ad vance, 
concerning the Manner how Semi rami s came to 
the Throne : According to them, fhe firft fecur'd 
the chief Men of the State* and attach'd them to 
her Interefr, by Favours, and large Promifes ; this 
done, fhe follicited the King, with great Importu- 
nity, co in trull her with the Sovereign Power, for 
five Days. Having no Sufpicion of any ill Defign, 
Ninus yielded to her Intreaties, and all the Pro- 
vinces of the Empire were commanded to obey 
her; which Order was comply'd with, but too 
punctually, for the unfortunateMonarch ; who was 
put to Death, either immediately, or after fome 
Years Imprifonment. 

To return from whence we have digrefs'd ; afrer 
this Princefs had afcended the Throne, fhe ap- 
ply'd ail her Thoughts to the immortalizing her 
Name* and covering the Meannefs of her Extrac- 
tion, by the Greatnefs of her Exploits, and Un- 
dertakings. In Order to this, flie propos'd to her- 
felf, to furpafs all her Predeceflbrs in Magnificence; 
to which End, fhe undertook the building, or ra- 
ther, enlarging the mighty Babylon ; in who to 

Work fhe employ'd two Millions of Men, who 
were collected out of all the Provinces of her vaft 
Empire. Some of her Succeflbrs, however, Ne- 
buchadnezzar, in particular, not thinking what 
fhe had done fufficient, added new Works and Em- 
bellilhments to that City; of all which we fhall 
treat together, in Order to give our Readers a 
more clear, and diftinet Idea, of that ftupendous 
Capital of the jfffyrian Empire. 

The principal Works; which render'd it fo fa- 
mous, were the Walls, the Keys, the Bridge ; the 
Lake, Banks, and Canals, for draining the River; 
the Palaces, Hanging -Gar dens, and the Temple of 
Belus : Thefe were all Works of fuch a furprizing 
Magnificence, as is almoit beyond Comprehen- 
fion. 

The Walls were every Way prodigious ; being 
eighty- feven Foot thick, three hundred and fifty 
high, and four hundred and eighty Furlongs, or 
fixty of our Miles, in Compafs. The Walls went 
round the City, and form'd an exact Square, each 
Side of which was a hundred and twenty Furlongs, 
or fifteen Miles in Length; and all built of large 
Bricks, cemented together, with Bitumen (a Kind 
of glutinous Slime, produe'd out of the Earth of 
that Country) which binds much flronger than 
Lime, and loon grows harder than the Bricks, or 
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Scones themfelves,whkh it cements together. Thefe 
Walls were furrounded with a vail: Ditch, fill'd 
with Water, and lin'd with Brick, on both Sides, 
after the Mariner of a Scarp, or Counterfcarp : And 
the Earth that was dug out of it, made the Bricks 
wherewith the Walls were built; wherefore, from 
the vaft Height, and Breadth of the Walls, we may 
judge of the Greatnefs of the Ditch. 

On every Side of this vaft Square were twenty- 
five Gates, which were all made of folid Brafs; 
accordingly we find, that when God promis'd Cy- 
rus the Conqueft of Babylon, he tells him, That 
he will break in Piece s their Gates of Bra/'s. Be- 
tween every two of thefe Gates were three Tow- 
ers, and four more at the four Corners of this great 
Square ; and between each of thefe Corners, and 
the next Gate in every Side, were three more ; and 
every one of thefe lowers was ten Foot higher 
than the W'alls : But this is to be underltood only 
of thofe Parts of the Wall, where Towers were ne- 
cefTary. For fome Parts lying againlt MorafTes, 
always full of Water, where chey could not be 
approach'd by an Enemy, had no Need of Tow- 
ers for their Defence. 

From the twenty- five Gates, in each Side of this 
large Square, wenc twenty-five Streets, in ftraic 
Lines, to the Gates,which were directly over-againft 
them, in the other oppofite Side ; infomuch, that 
the whole Number of the Streets were fifty, each 
fifteen Miles long, whereof twenty-five went one 
Way, and twenty- five the other, direcily crofling 
each other at Right Angles* Beiides thefe, 
were alfo four Half-Streets, which were built but 
on one Side, as having the Wall on the other j 
thtfe went round the four Sides of the City next 
the Walls, and Were each of them two hundred 
Foot broad ; the Reft being but a hundred and 
fifty. By thefe Streets, thus crofling each other, 
the whole City was cut out into fix hundred feventy- 
fix Squares, each of which was four Furlongs and 
a half on every Side, that is, two Miles and a 
Quarter in Compafs. Round thefe Squares, on 
every Side towards the Streets, flood the Houfes, 
which did not join together, but had void Spaces 
bcrween them : They were all three or four Sto- 
ries high, and beautify'd with ail Manner of Orna- 
ments towards the Streets. The Space within, in 
the Middle of each Square, was likewife all void 
Ground ; and was employ'd for Yards, Gardens, 
and luch other Ufce. 
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A Branch of the Euphrates ran quite acrofs the 
City, entering in on the .VorfA-Side, and going 
out on the South. On each Side of the River was 
a Key, and a high Wall built of Brick and Bitu- 
men, of the fame Thicknefs as the Walls that 
went round the City. In thefeWalls, over-againit 
every Street, that led to the River, were Gates of 
Brafs, and from them Defcents by Steps to the 
River, for the Convenience of thc!nhabitants,who 
us'd to pafs from one Side to the other in Boats, 
before the Bridge was built. Thefe braxen Gates 
were always open by Day, and flint by Night. 

The Bridge, which was not inferior to any of 
the other Buildings, cither in Beauty, or Magni- 
ficence, was a Furlong in Length, and thirty Foot 
broad, ft was built with furprrzing Art, tofupply 
the Defea of a Foundation in the Bottom of the 
Kiver, which was all fandy. The Arches were of 
wi-ffc Stone, faften'd together with Chains of Iron, 
and melted Lead. Before the building of the 
«ndg« was begun, the Courfe of the River was 



diverted another.Way, and the Channel laid dry ; 
and as every Thing was prcpar'd before-hand, both 
the Bridge, and the Keys, were built in that Inter- 
val. 

The Lake, Banks, Canals, IVorks, which were 
in all Ages the Admiration of the Skilful, were 
not inferior to thofe beforermention'd ; and were 
yet more ufeful than magnificent. In the Begin- 
ning or the Summer, on the Sun's melting*! he 
Snow upon the Mountains of Armenia, there arofe 
a vaft fncreafe of Waters, which running into the 
Euphrates in the Months of June, July, and An- 
gujl, made it overflow its Banks, and caus'd fjch 
another Inundation, as that of the NiU in t.gypt* 
To prevent, therefore, the Damages, which both 
the City and Country fuftain'd from thefe Inunda- 
tions, two artificial Canals were cut, at a p»e*cy 
good Diftance above the Town, which ditcrtU 
the Courfe of thefe Waters into the Tigris, beiort: 
they reach'd Babylon : And to fecure the Count'/ 
yet more from the Danger of Inundations/ and 
keep the River within its Channel, prodigious 
artificial Banks were rais'd, on both Sides, of Brick 
cemented with Bitumen, which begun at the Head 

of xht* artificial Canals, and reach d down below 
theuCicy. 

Td facilitate the making of thefe Works, it was 
neceflary to turn the Courie of the River a: . her 
Way j for which Purpofe, an i i rr.eiiie artificial 
Lake was dug to the A 'ejl of Babylon ; which, ac- 
cording to the loweft Computation, was forty 
Miles fquare, and a hundred and fixty in Com- 
pafs $ and in Depth thirty-five Foor, according to 
Herodotus, and feyenty five, according to Meg af- 
thenes. When this Lake was finifli'd, the whole 
River was turn'd into ic, by an artificial Canal cue 
in the Wtft- Side of it, till the whole Work was 
finifli'd, and then it was return'd again into its for- 
mer Channel. However, to prevent the River's 
overflowing the City, through the Gates above- 
mention'd, this Lake, with the Canal that ran into 
it, was frill preferv'd : And the Water receiv'd 
into the Lake, at the Time of the Overflowings, 
was kept there all the Year, as in a common Re- 
fervatory, for the Benefit of the Country, to be 
let out by Sluices, at all conveniencTimes, for the 
watering of the Lands below it. So it equally 
ferv'd the Convenience of Babylon^ and alfo of 
that Part of the Province, in improving their 
Lands, and making them more fertil. Berofui* 
Meg ajl bene s, and^bydenus, attribute all thefe Works 
to Nebuchadnezzar ; but Herodotus cells us, that 
the Bridge, the Banks, and the Lake, were the 
Work ofNitocris, his Daughter-in-Law. Perhaps, 
Mitocris finifh'd what Nebuchadnezzar had lefc 
undone at^ his Deceafe } on which Account, that 
Author might give her the Honour of theWhole. 

At the two Ends of the Bridge were two Pa- 
laces, which had a Communication with each o- 
ther, by a Vault, built under the Channel of the 
River, when it was laid dry. The old Palace, 
which ftood on the Eajl-Smc of the River, was, 
thirty Furlongs, or three Miles three Quarters in 
Compafs; and the new Palace, which itood on the 
Weft-Side of the River, oppofitc to the other, was 
fixty Furlongs, or feven Miles and a half in Cir- 
cumference. It was furrounded with thrceW r alls, 
one within another, between each of which there 
was a confiderable Space. Both thefeWalls, and 
thofe of the other Palace, were adorn'd with grcac 
Variety of Sculpture, representing all Kinds of 
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Animals, carv'd to the Life* Amongft the Reft, 
was an admirahle Reprcfentation of Hunting ; 
wherein S emir amis was drawn throwing her Jave- 
lin at a Leopard, whilft her Husband Ninus was 
killing a Lion. 

But what was rnoft remarkable, and indeed 
aftoniihing, in the new Palace, were the famous 
Hanging- Gardens, fo celebrated amongft che 
Greeks. They confifted of a Square of four hun- 
dred Foot, on every Side ; and were carry 'd up 
into the Air by feveral large Terra (Fes, rais'd one 
above another', till the higheft equall'd the Height 
of the City- Walls. The Afcent was from Terrafs 
to Terrafs, by Stairs ten Foot wide. The Whole 
was fuftain'd by raft Arches, built upon Arches, 
one above another, and ftrengthen'd by a Wall, 
which furrounded it on ever)* Side, and twenty- 
two Foot thick. The Floors of all thefe Terrafles 
were laid in this Manner: Large flat Stones, fix- 
teen Foot long, and four broad, were firft laid over 
the Atches ; and over thofe was a Lay of Reeds, 
intermingled with a great Quantity of Bitumen., 
above which were two Rows of Brick, well ce- 
mented together with Planter; over all awhich 
were laid thick sheets of Lead, upon whic.tf»was 
laid the Mould of che Garden. All this Floorage 
was defign'd to keep che Moifture of the Mould 
from running down through the Arches. The 
Mould, or Earth, hid thereon, was of fuch Depth, 
as to fuffice for the largeft Trees to take Root 
therein ; and accordingly, fuch were planted all 
over it, on every Terrafs ; as were alio all other 
Trees, Plants, and Flowers, that were proper for 
a Pleafure- Garden. On the upper Terrafs was an 
Aquedu£r, or Engine, that drew Water out of the 
River, with which the whole Garden was watered. 
In the Spaces between the feveral Arches, upon 
which this whole Structure refted, were a Range 
of large and magnificent Rooms, which were very 
light, and had the Advantage of a moft agreeable 
Profpeft. myitis, the Confort of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and Daughter oidjlyages, King of the Medes, 
having been bred in Media, had taken great De- 
light in the Mountainous and Woody Parts of that 
Country ; which made her delirous of having 
fomething that ihould refemble them at Babylon : 
Wherefore Ncbuchadticzzar, being willing to gra- 
tify her therein, caus'd thefe ftupendous Gardens 
to be rais'd ; a Work of fuch prodigious Labour, 
and Expence, as could not be fur pals 'd, but by the 
Vanity of the Undertaking. 

The Temple of Be /us was another of the great 
Works, which render'd Babylon one of the Wonders 
of the World. What made this Temple moft re- 
markable was a prodigiousTower, a Furlong high, 
that ftood in the Mid It thereof. At the Founda- 
tion, it was a Square, each Side of which was a 
Furlong, or fix hundred Foot in Length; confe- 
qucntly, the whole Circumference thereof was half 
a Mile. It confifted of eight Towers, built one 
above the other; and becaufc eachTower decreas'd 
gradually, fo as to be lefs than that which fup- 
ported it, Sttabo calli theWholc a Pyramid. As 
this Tower far exceeded the greateft of the Egyp- 
tian Pyramids in Height, there is good Reafon to 



believe, what Bochatt alTerts, that it was the very 
fame which was there built, at the Confufion of 
Tongues; tor, its Dimcnfions were prodigious 
enough to anfwer die Description given of it in 
Scripture; befidea which, feveral prophane Au- 
thors have attefted, that it was all built of Brick 



and Bitumen, as theTower of Babel was evidently, 
by theTeftimony of Holy Writ. 

The Afcent to it was by Winding-Stuns, mad- 
on the Out-fide, which went eight Times rounJ 
it, in a floping Line from Bottom to Top ; auc! 
by its decreasing, or benching in, at each Story, v 
made the fame Appearance, as if there had been 
eight Towers, one above another ; and this, pro- 
bably, gave Rife to the Report, that there were 
eight feveral Towers ; whereas, the Whole was but 
one, of a prodigious Height. Thefe eight Tow- 
ers, or Stories> were each of them feventy-five 
Foot high ; and therein were many large Rooms, 
with arch'd Roofs, fupported by Pillars ; which 
were all made Parts of the Temple, after theTower 
became confecratcd to that idolatrous Ufe : The 
uppermoft Story was the moft facred, and it was 
there their chief Devotions were perform'd. Over 
the Whole, on the Top of the Tower, was an Ob-* 
fervatory, by the Benefit of which, the Babylonians 
made a greater, or at leaft, an earlier Progrefs in 
Aftronomy, than any other Nation. For, when 
Alexander took Babylon, Cali/lhenes the Philofopher, 
who attended him thither, found they had Aftro* 
nomical Obfervations for 1903 before, which 
made their Account reach back to the hundred 
and fifteenth Year after the Flood, and confequent- 
ly, was within fifteen Years of the building the 
Tower of Babel. For the Confufion of Tongues, 
which foilow'd immediately upon the building 
that Tower, happened in the Year when Peleg was 
born, which was a hundred and one Years after the 
Flood, and fourteen Years before thefe Obfervations 
began. 

Till the Time of Nebuchadnezzar , the Tower of 
Belus confifted of no more than this Tower alone ; 
and the Rooms therein ferv'd all the Occafions of 
that idolatrous Worftiip. But he enlarged it con- 
siderably, by vaft Buildings erefted round it, in a 
Square ; each Side of which was two Furlongs, 
which made the Whole a Mile in Circumferences 
that is, eighteen hundred Foot more than the Square 
of the Temple of Jerufalem. 

This Temple ftood till the Time of Xerxes ; but 
that Prince, on his Return from his Grecian Expe- 
dition* demolilh'd it entirely, after having pi un- 
der'd it of all its Riches ; which in Statues, Tables, 
Cenfers, Cups, and other facred Veflels, of mafly 
Gold, were immenfe. Undoubtedly, he did this, 
to reimburfe himfelf for his Charges in that unfor- 
tunate Expedition. 

Amongft the Statues of mafly Gold, was one, 
faid by Diodorus Sicufus, to have been forty Foot 
high ; and which, perhaps, was the very fame, 
which Nebuchadnezzar erected in the Plains of 
Dura. Nebuchadnezzar's Golden Image, indeed, 
is faid to have been fixty Cubits, chat is, ninety 
Foot high; but this muft certainly be underftood 
of the image, and Pcdeftal, both together : For, 
that Image being faid to have been but fix Cubits 
broad, or thick, it is impofiible the Statue alone 
fhould have been fixty high; fince that m -.kes 
the Height ten Times its Breadth, orThicknefs, 
which exceeds all the Proportions of a Man, mca- 
furing the flendereft Man living at the Waift. As 
it is not faid, however, in Scnpture, where this 
Image was meafur'd, perhaps, it was from Shoulder 
to Shoulder; and then the Proportion of fix Cubits 
broad, will bring the Height exactly to the Mea- 
fure mcntion'd by Diodorus ; for the Height of a 
Man being generally adequate, to four and a half 
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between the Shoulders, it mull, according to this 
Proportion, have been twenty-feven Cubits high, 

hich i> forty Foot, and a hall. 
* V>ci\dcs,L>iociorus tells us,Thac this Image wcigh'd 
, diouiand Babylonijh Talents of Gold, which, ac- 
" 5l 'jner to Pollux, who, in his Onomaji icon, reckons 
V \Lb?lon:Jh Talent wcigh'd ieven thoufand ^f/V 
bnchnia's, amounts to three Millions and a hall 
„f our Money. Bur, if we advance the Height or 
t » lc Statue to ninety l'oor, without the Pcdeltal, it 
xv ill incrcafe the Value to an incredible Sum ; 
therefore, it is necetfary to include the Pedeftal 
alfo in the Height mentioned by Daniel. 

There were Numbers of other Images, and fa- 
ucd Uteiifils alfo in that Temple, all of folid 
Gold, as has been already obferv'd ; infomuch 
chat thofe particularly enumerated by Diodorus, 
t'xci ufi vc ol' the Statue abovc-mention'd, weigh'd 
fi ve thoufand three hundrcdTalents, which, with the 
Amount of that Image, came to above twenty-one 
Millions Sterling : Befides which, we may well 
allow as much more inTreafure, and Utenfils, not 
fpecify'd, which was a prodigious Sum. But it 
was the Collection of near two thoufandYears, for 
lb long that Temple had flood. 

All this Xerxes took away, when he deftroy'd 
it ; and undoubtedly, to recruit himfelf with the 
Plunder, was what excited him to demolifti it, as 
we have already obferv'd; what other Reafon fo- 
ever he might pretend for it. Alexander the Great, 
on his Return to Babylon, from his Indian Expe- 
dition, intended to have rebuilt it, being no Ways 
deterr'd by the Greatnefs of the Undertaking. In 
Order thereunto, he fet ten thoufand Men at Work, 
to clear away the Rubbifh ; but, after they had 
labour'd at it two Months, that Prince dy'd, be- 
fore they had finifh'd ib much of their Labour; 
which put a Stop to their farther Proceedings. Had 
Alexander liv'd, and made that City the Seat of 
his Empire, as it was then believ'd he would, the 
Glory of Babylon would, no Doubt, have been 
carry'd to as great a Height, as ever Nebuchad- 
nezzar intended, and it would again have become 
the Sli/ecu of the Eafl. 

Such were the chief Works, which have render'd 
Babylon fo famous ; forne of which are are afcrib'd 
by prophane Authors to Semi rami s, to whom it is 
now high Time to return. 

When (he had finifh'd all thefe great Under- 
takings, (he thought fit to make a Progrefs through 
the feveral Parts of her Empire ; and, wherever 
file came, left Monuments of her Magnificence, by 
rhe many noble Structures ihe erected, either for 
i lie Conveniency, or the Ornament of her Cities: 
She apply 'd her fell, particularly, to have Water 
brought by Aqueducts to fuch Places as wanted it, 
:md to make theHighways cafy,by cutting through 
Mountains, and filling upVallies. In the Time of 
JJiotlorus, divers Monuments were (till to be fecn 
in many Places, with her Name inferib'd upon them. 

The Influence this Heroine had over the Minds 
of her People feems very extraordinary ; fince we 
iiiid her Pre fence alone fufficient to reprefs a Se- 
dition. One Day, as Ihe was drefling her Head, 
Word was brought her, of a Tumult in the City. 
Whereupon, flic went out immediately, with her 
Head half drufs'd, and did not return till the Dif- 
c urban cc w 
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her in chat very Attitude, and Undrefs, which hail 
not : hindcr'd her from flying to her Duty. 
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Not fatisfy'd with the vatt Extent of the Do- 
minions left her by the King, her Husband, file 
enlarged them by the Conquefr. of a great Part of 
Ethiopia. Whillt fhe was in that Country, Ihe had 
the Luriofity to vifit the Temple of Jupiter Am- 
mon t and enquire of the Oracle how long Ihe had 
to live. According to Diodotus, the Anfwer Ihe 
rcceiv'd was, That ihe fliould not die till her Son 
Ninyas confpir'd again ft her, and, that alter her 
Death, one Part of AJi a would pay her divine Ho- 
nours. 

Her greatcft, and laft Expedirior, was to the 
Indies : On this Occafion, fhe rnis'd an innume- 
rable Army, out of all the Provinces of her Em- 
Erhpire, and appointed Batlra for the Place of 
Rendezvous. As the Strength >S rhc Indian* con- 
futed chiefly in the great Number of their Ele- 
phants, this artful Queen had a Multitude of Ca- 
mels, accoutred after the Manner of Elephants, in 
Hopes of deceiving the Enemy thereby. J Tis faid, 
that Perfeus, long after, us'd the fame Stratagem 
ajainft the Romans ; but neither cf them found 
their Account in this Artifice. The Indian King, 
having Notice of her Approach, fent Ambalfadori 
to ask who fhe was, and with what Right, having 
never receiv'd any Injury from him, fhe came wan- 
tonly to invade his Domirions : He afTur'd her, at 
the famcTime, herAudacioulhefs fhould foon meet 
w r ith the Punifhmcnt it deferv'd. Tell your Maf- 
ter (reply 'd the Queen) that, in a little Time, I 
will inform him in Perfon who I am. Hereupon, 
fhe march'd directly towards the Indus, and hav- 
ing prepar'd a competent Number of Boats, at- 
tempted to pafs it, with her Army : Their PafFage 
was a long Time difputed, but, after a bloody 
Fight, fhe put her Enemies to the Rout. Above 
a thoufand of their Boats were funk, and above an 
hundred thoufand of their Men were taken Prifon- 
ers. Encourag'd by this Succefs, the Queen ad- 
vanced forthwith into the Country ; leaving fixty 
thoufand Men behind, to guard the Bridge of 
Boats, which fhe had built over the River. This 
was juft what the King deflr'd, who fled on Pur- 
pofc, to bring her to an Engagement, in the Heart 
of his Country. Alteon as he thought her far 
enough advane'd, he fae'd about, and a lecond 
Engagement enfu'd, more bloody than the firlf. 
The counterfeit Elephants could not long fuftain 
the Shock of the true ones, which routed her Ar- 
my, and crulli'd whatever came in theirWay. Sc- 
mi rami s did all that was pollible, to rally, and 
encourage her Troops, but in vain. The King, 
perceiving her engaged in the Fight, advane'd to- 
wards her, and wounded her in two different Places, 
hut not mortally. The Swiftnefs of her Horfe 
foon carry'd her beyond the Reach of her Ene- 
mies. As her Men crowded in Throngs to the 
Bridge, to repafs the River, great Numbers of 
them pcrifh'd, through the Diforder and Confufion, 
unavoidable on fuch Occafions. When thofe that 
could make their Efcape were fafe over, ihe de- 
ftroy'd the Bridge, and by chat Means ttopp'd the 
Enemy; whom the King likewife, in Obedience 
to an Oracle, had order'd not to pafs the River, 
nor purfue Semi ram is any farther. Hereupon, the 
Queen, having made an Exchange of Pri folic rs 
at Baffra, return'd to her own Dominions with 
fcarce one Third of her Army; which (according 
to Ctcjfas) confided of three hundred thoufand 
Foot, and fifty thoufand Horfe; betides the Ca- 
mels, and Chariots arm'd for War, of which fhe 
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had a very confiderable Number. This Heroine, 
and Alexander after her, were the only -Perfons, 
who ever ventured to carry their Arms beyond the 
River Indus. 

We mult own, wc are fomcwhat puzzled with 
an Objection, which may be rais'd againft che ex- 
traordinary Things related of Ninus and Semi ra- 
mi 's ; as they don't feem to agree with the Times 
fo near the Deluge : Such valt Armicsj we mean, 
Arch a numerous Cavalry, fo many Chariots arm'd 
with Scythes, and fuch immetifc Treafurcs of Gold 
and Silver j all which fecm to be of a later Date. 
The fame may likewife be faid of the Magnifi- 
cence of the Buildings afcrib'd, to thofeMonarchs. 
5 Tis probable, the Greek Hiirorians, who came fo 
many Ages afterwards, decciv'd by the Likcnefs 
of Names, through their Ignorance in Chrono- 
logy, and the Refemblancc of one Event with 
another* may have afcrib'd fuch Things to more 
ancient Princes, as bclong'd to thofe of a later 
Dace : Or have attributed a Number of Exploits, 
and Enterpriz.es to one, which ought to be afcrib'd 
tci divers of them who fuccecded one another. 

Some Time after her Return from this Expe- 
Jition ; Semi r amis difcover'd that her Son was plot- 
ting a gain ft her, and one of her principal Officers 
had offer'd him his A Alliance. She then call'd to 
LVlind the Oracle of Jupiter Ammo)i\ and, taking 
it as a Warning that her End was approaching, 
without inflicting any Puniflimcnt on the Officer, 
who was taken into Cuflody, ilic voluntarily ab- 
dicated the Throne, rcfign'd the Government into 
the Hands of her Son, and withdrew from the 
Sight of Men hoping fpeedily to- attain to the 
divine Honours, promis'd her by the Oracle : And 
indeed, we are told, flie was worfhipp'd by the 
-rfjjyrians, under the Form of a Dove : She liv'd 
iixty-two Years, of which flie reign'd forty-two. 

Jujlhfs Account of S emir amis 9 That after her 
Husband'sDcceafc, not daring either to commit the 
Government to her Son, who was then too young, 
or openly to take ic upon herfelf, fhe govern'd 
under the Name and Habit of Ninyas 9 and that, 
after having reign'd in that Manner above forty 
Years, flie iell paflionatcly in Love with her own 
Son, and, on endeavouring to bring him to a cri- 
minal Compliance, was flain by him; is fo dcfli- 
tutc of all Appearance of Truth, that, to go about 
to confute it, would be but loft Time. It muft, 
however, be own'd , that moft of the Authors, 
who have fpoken of Scmiram'tSy give us but a 
very difadvantagcous Idea of her Chaftity, 

Ninyas, the Son of Ninus, and S emir a mis, was 
in no Refpccl like thofe two Great Princes, from 
whom he receiv'd his Life, and to whofe Throne 
he fucceded. Wholly intent upon his Pleafures, 
he (hut up himfelf within his Palace, and feldorn 
flievv'd himfelf to his People. To keep them, 
however, in their Duty, he had always at Nine- 
•veh a certain Number of RcgularTroops, furnijh'd 
every Year by the fe vera! Provinces of his Empire; 
at the Expiration of which Term, they were fuc- 
cecded by the like Number of other Troops ; the 
King placing a Commander at the Head ot them, 
on whofe. Fidelity he could depend. He had Re- 
courfc to this Method, that the Officers might not 
have Time to gain the Affeftions of the Soldiers, 
and to form any Conspiracies ngainft him. His 

Dr thirty Generations, follow'd 



The fir ft, we meet with afterward.;, is Pur., who. 
as the Scripture informs us, invading the Land of 
Ifrael, had a thoufand Talents of Silver given him 
by Menahcm, King of the Ten Tribes, to engage 
him to lend' that L/furper A Alliance, and feeurc 
him on the Throne. This Pul is fuppos'd to be 
the King of Nineveh 9 who repented, with all hj v 
People, at the preaching of Jonah. He is alio 
thought to be the Father of Sardanapalus y the lafi: 
King of the j4jjyrians 9 call'd, according to the 
Cufiom of the Eajlcm Nations, Sarcbm-JPuf, that 
is, Sardan, the Son of tPul. 

That Prince furpafs'd all his Predeceflbrs in Ef- 
feminacy, Luxury, and Cowardice. He never went 
out of his Palace; but fpent all his Time amongft 
a Company of Women, drefs'd, and painted, like 
them, and employed, like them", at the DiftafF. 
He plac'd all his Happine-fs and Glory, in the 
PofieJlion of immenfe Treafurcs ; as alfo in feaft- 
ing, rioting, and indulging himfelf in all the 
moft infamous and criminal Pleafures. Conform- 
ably to thisTalre, he had twoVcrfes put upon his 
Tomb, when he dy'd, whofe Signification was, 
that he carry'd away with him all that he had 
eaten, and all the Pleafures he had enjoy 'd, but 
left many, and exquifite Delights behind him. 

Hac habeo qua edi, quaque cxaturata libido 
Haufit : Jit ilia jaccnt multa & praclara rcficla. 

An Epitaph (as Arijlotle juflly obferves) fit for a 
Hog, not a King. 

Arbaces, Governor of M(dia> having found 
Means to get into the Palace, and with his own 
Eyes feen Sardanapalus in the Midft of an infa- 
mous Seraglio ; enrag'd at fuch a Speftacle, and 
not able to bear, that fo many brave Men ftiould 
be fubjefl: to a Prince, more effeminate and wo- 
manifh than the Women themfelves, immediately 
form'd a Conspiracy againft him ; wherein B clefts. 
Governor of Babylon, and feveral Others, rcadily 
join'd with him. On the firft Rumour of this Re- 
volt, the King hid himlelf in the inmoft Part of 
his Palace; as might very well have been expected 
from fuch a Prince. He ventur'd, however, af- 
terwards, to take the Field with fomc Forces, who 
yet continu'd faithful, but was overcome, and pur- 
iu'd to the Gates of Nineveh* There he fhut him- 
felf up, in Hopes the Rebels would never be able 
to reduce a City fo well fortify *d, and ftor'd with 
Provifions for a considerable Time. In Effect, 
the Siege lafted long ; and, as it had been de- 
clared by an antient Oracle, that Nineveh could 
never be taken, unlefs the River itfeif became an 
Enemy to the City, Sardanapalus looking ityan 
upon the Thing as impoflible, bcliev'd himfelf 
very fecurc. But, when he faw, that the Tigris, 
by a violent Inundation, had thrown down twenty 
Stadia of the City- Wall, and, by that Means, 
opened a Palfagc to the Enemy, he under Rood 
the Meaning of the Oracle, and concluded himfelf 
loflr. He rcfolv'd, however, to die in fuch a 
Manner, as, in his Opinion, fhould cover the In- 
famy of his fcandalous and effeminate Life. To 
this End, he order'd a Pile of Wood to be made 
in his Palace, and letting Fire to it, burnt him- 
felf, his Eunuchs, hie Women, and his Treafurcs. 
sithetiaus makes thefe Treafurcs amount to a thou- 
sand Myriads of Talents of Gold, and to ten times 



jMicceflbrs, for thirty Generations, follow'd his „ 

Kxample, and even out-did him in IndoIence.Their as manyTalents of Silver ; whijh, without reckon* 

Hillory is abfolutely unknown ; not the lead Traces ing anyThing elfc, is a bum that exceed-, all Cre- 
thereof being now remaining. 



dibiliiv. 



The HI S T 0 RT of the ASSYRIANS 67 

dibility. A Myriad contains ten thoufand; and dddrefs'd himfllf to the Spectator, in chcf^VVovck •> 
one finglc Myriad of Talents of Silver is worth Eat, drink, and be met ry ; every Thing elf? is no- 
thirty Millions, French Money, above a Mil- thing. An Infcription, very fuitable ro the Epi- 
lion and a half Sterli/ig. A Man is loft, if he taph, he himfelf had order'd to be pur. upon his 
attempts to fum up the whole Value; which in- Monument. 

duces us to believe, that Athenaus mult have very Plutarch herein judge? of S emir amis, ns almolr 
much exaggerated in his Computation j however, all the prophanc Hiitorians do of the Glory of 
we may be affur'd, from his Account, that the Conquerors. Eur, if we would make a true Judg- 
Treafures were immenfely great. tnent of Things, was the unbounded Ambition ol 

Plutarch, in his fecond Treatife, dedicated to that Queen much lefs blam cable* than the Diilb- 
the Praife of Alcaxndcr the Great, wherein he ex- lutenefs of SardanapaJus * Which of the twoY r ices 
amines in what the True Greatncfs of Princes con- did moil Mifchicf to Mankind ? 
fiits, after having fhewn, that it can arife from We are not to wonder thac the jijfyri an Em- 
nothing but their own pcrfonal Merit, confirms pire fliould fall under inch a prince; but, un- 
it by two very different Examples, taken from doubtedly, it was not till after having pafs'd 
this Part of the Hiftory of the ji\[yrians, of which through various Revolutions, common to all 
we are treating. Semiramis, and Sardanapalus States, even to the greateft, during the Courfe of 
(fays he) both govern'd the fame Kingdom 5 both feverai Ages. This Empire had fubfifted above 
had the fame People, the fame Extent of Country, *45° Years. 

the fame Revenues, the fame Forces, and Nurn- Of the Ruins of this vaft Empire were form'd 
ber of Troops; but they had not the fame Difpo- three conliderable Kingdoms ; that of the Medcs, 
iitions, nor the fame Views. Semiramis, railing which Arbaces^ the principal Head of the Confpi- 
herfelf above her Sex, built magnificent Cities; racy, reftor'd to its Liberty; that of the jtfjj'yrians 
fitted out Fleets; arm'd Legions; fubdu'd neigh- of Babylon, which was given to Belcjis, Governor 
bouring Nations; penetrated into Arabia and £- of that City; and that of the Affyrians of Nine- 
thiopia-j and carry'd her victorious Arms to the veh y the firft King whereof took the Name of A//- 
Extremities of Afia ; fpreading Conftcrnation and nus the younger. 

Terror evcry-wherc. Whereas, Sardanapalus , as In Orclcr to underftand the Hiftory of the fe- 
if he had entirely renouncM his Sex, fpent all cond djfyrian Empire, which is very obfeure, and 
his Time in the Heart of his Palace; perpetually whereof there is but little laid in Hiftory, it is 
furrounded with a Company of Women, whofe proper, and abfolutcly neceflary, to compare what 
Habit and Manners he had afltim'd ; applying is faid of it by the prophane Authors, with what 
himfelf with them to the Spindle, and the Diftaff ; we find of it in Holy Scripture. By the Help of 
neither underftanding, nor doing any Thing but this double Light, we may have a clearer idea of 
Spinning, eating, and drinking, and wallowing in the two Empires of Ni?icvch and Babylon, which, 
all Manner of infamous Pleafure. Accordingly, for fomc Time, were feparate, and diftincT, and 
a Statue was erected to him, after his Death, afterwards united, and confounded together. Wo 
whereby he was reprefentcd in the Pofture of a fhall firft treat of this fecond jljjyrtan Empire* 
Dancer; with an Infcripcion upon it, in which he and then return to the Kingdom of the Medes. 
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of Dejoces, a Dcfcripioyi of Ecbatane, the Capital of 
ichadnezzar ; Of the Dcftruttion of Nineveh, in Rc~ 
Of the Kings of Lydia ; Of the great Riches, and Overthrow of 



loft of the Lydian Mona) 




v HIS fecond /fjjyrian Empire lafted two 
hundred and ten Years; reckoning to the 
Year, in which Cyrus^ who was become 
abfolute Matter of the Eaft > by the Death of his 
Father Cambyfes, and his Father- in- Law, Cyaxarcs, 
publifh'd the famous Edi£r, whereby trie Jews 
were permitted to return into their own Country, 
after a fevcntyYcars Captivity, at Babylon. 

The firft King we meet with, of this fecond 
Empire, is Belejjs, who is the fame as Nabonaffar, 
Iron* whofe Reign began the famous AitronomicaL 
&poch at Babylon, call'd, from his Name, the Mra 
or Aabonajfar. In the Holy Scriptures he is callU 



Baladatu He rcign'd but twelve Years, and was 
fuccceded by his b'on, Mcrodac Baladan. 

This is the Prince, who font Emballadors to 
King Hezckiab, to congratulate him on the Re- 
covery of his Health, of which we (hall f peak here- 
after. After him, there rcign'd fcvcral other Mo- 
narchy at Babylon y with whofe Story we are entirely 
unacquainted. We (hall, therefore, proceed to the 
Kings of Nineveh. 

The firft of thefe is Tig lath- Pifcfcr, which in 
the Name given by the Holy Scripture, to the 
Prince, who is fuppos'd ro he the firft that reiiin'd 
at Nincvchy after the Deftrucrion of the ancient 
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jlffyrian Empire. He is call'd Tbi/gamus by M- 
li'an ; and is laid co have taken the Name of Minus 
the younger, in Order to honour, and diftinguifh 
his Reign, by the Name of fo anticne, and illuf- 
trioiis a Pcir.ce. . 

slhaz, King of judab, whofe incorrigible Im- 
piety could not be abated* either by the divine 
Favours, or Chaftifcmcnts, finding himfelf attacked 
at once by the Kings of 6y* ia and Ifracl, robb'd 
the Temple of Part of its Gold and Silver, and 
fent k to Tiglatb-FUcfcr, to purchafe his Friend- 
fhip, and Alliftance ; promifmg him, betides, to 
become his Vaflal, and to pay him Tribute. The 
Jiffy ri an Monarch, finding fo favourable an Op- 
portunity of adding Syria and P ale/line to his Em- 
pire, readily accepted the Propofal. Accordingly, 
advancing that \\ ay with a numerous Army, he 
beat Rezin, took Dumafcus, and put an End to the 
Kingdom creeled there by the Syrians ; as God had 
foretold, by his Prophets Ifaiab and jfmos. From 
thence he march/ d againil Phacxa, and took all 
that belonged to the Kingdom of Ifracl beyond 
Jordan, or in Galilee. But he made -Ahaz pay 
very dear for his Protection, ftill exacting of him 
fuch exorbitant Sums of Money, that, for the 
Payment of them, he was oblig'd, noc only to 
exhauft his ownTreafures, but to cake all the Gold 
and Silver from the Temple. Thus this Alliance 
ferVd only to drain the Kingdom of Judah; and 
to bring into itsNcighbourhood the powerful Kings 
of Nineveh ; who became fo many Infttumcnts, 
afterwards, in the Hand of God, for the Chaftife- 
ment of his People. 

The next Jfjjyrian Monarch, we mecc with in 
Scripture, is Salmancfer, probably, Son to Tiglath- 
Pilefer, who prov'd a fevere Scourge to Ifracl. 
For, & abacus* the Etbicpian whom the Scripture 
calls So, having made himfelf Matter of Egypt, 
Hofca, King of Samaria, enter'd into an Alliance 
with him, hoping, by that Mcans l to fhake off 
the Jiffy ri an Yoke. To this End, he withdrew 
from his Dependance upon Salmanefer, and refus'd 
to pay him any further Tribute, or make him the 
ufual Prcfents. 

The haughty Jffyrian, to punilh him for this 
Prefumption, march'd againft him with a power- 
ful Army ; and, after having fubdu'd all the Plain 
Country, fhut him up in Samaria, where he kept 
him clofely bclieg'd for three Years. At the End 
thereof, he took the City; loaded Hofca with 
Chains ; threw him into Prifon for the reft of his 
Days; carry'd away the People captive; and 
planted them in Ha fab and Habor, Cities of the 
Aledes. Thus was the Kingdom of Jfrael, or of 
the Ten Tribes, deitroy'd, as God had often threa- 
ten^, by his Prophets. This Kingdom, from the 
Time of its Separation from that of Judab, lafted 
about two hundred and fifty Years, 

It was at this Time that Tobit y with jinne his 
Wife, and his-Son Tobias, was carry'd captive into 
/i[fyria\ where he became one of the principal 
Officers to King Salmanefcr; who dy'd, after hav- 
ing reign'd fourteen Years, and was fucceeded by 
his Son, Sennacherib. 

This Prince, who is alfo call id S argon in Scrip- 
ture, affoon as he was fettled on the Throne, re- 
new'd, as is believ'd, the Demand of the Tribute, 
exacted by his Father from Hezekiab, the Son of 
Jlhaz. Whether the latter refus'd it, or no, is not 
determin'd in Set ipturc, but the Affyrian declared 
War againft that good Prince, and even cntcr'd 



Judca with a mighty Army, where he carry "d. all 
before him. Hezekiab, griev'd to, fee his King- 
dom pillag'd, fent Embailadors to, defire Peace: up- 
on any Terms; whereupon, Sennacherib, feemi ug- 
ly mollify 'd, enter'd into Treaty with' Hezekiab \ 
and demanded an imrrienfe Sum of Gold and, Sil- 
ver ; which that holy King exhausted both the 
Treafures of the Temple, and his own Coffers, to 
pay. But the /Jffyrian, regarding neither the 
Sacrednefs of Oaths,, nor Treaties* .ftill continued 
the War, and pufh'd on his Conquefts more vigo- 
roufly than ever. Nothing was now able to wich- 
ftand his Power ; and' of all the ftrong Places of 
Judab, none remain'd in the Power or Hezekiab, 
but Jerufatem, which was alfo redue'd to the.ut- 
molt Extremity. 

At this very Juncture, Sennacherib was inform 'd, 
that Tirbakah, King of Ethiopia, who had join'd 
Forces with the King of Egypt, was advancing to 
fuccour the befieg'd City. Now, it was contrary 
to the exprefs Command of God, as well ai» the 
Remonftrances of Jfaiab, and Hezekiab, that the 
chief Rulers at. Jcrufalem had requir'd any foreign 
Afliftance. Hereupon, ihedjffyrian Prince march'd 
immediately to meet the approaching Enemy j 
after having writ a Letter to Hezekiab, full of 
Blafphemy, againft the God of Ifracl ; whom he 
infolently boalted, he would fpeedily vanquifh, 
as he had done all the Gods of the other Nations 
round him. In fhort, he defeated the Egyptians, 
and purfu'd them even into their own Country; 
which he laid entirely wafte ; and returning laden 
with rich Spoils, encamp'd again before J erufalem. 

It was, probably, during Sewacherib's A bfe nee, 
which was pretty long, or, at leaft, fome little 
Time before, thac Hezekiab fell nek,, and was cur'd 
in a miraculous Manner j and rjhat (as a Sign of 
God's fulfilling the Promife he had made of cu- 
ring him fo perfectly, that, within, three Days, he 
fhould be able to go to the Temple) the Shadow 
of the Sun went ten Degrees backwards, upon the 
Dial of the Palace. Hereupon, Merodach Bala- 
den, King of Babylon, hearing of the miraculous 
Cure of Hezekiab, fent Embalfadors to him, with 
Letters, and Prcfents, Co congratulate him upon 
that Occafion ; and to inform themfelves of the 
Miracle, that had happen'd upon Earth, at this 
Juncture, with Refpeft to the Sun's Retroq;rada- 
tion ten Degrees. Hezekiab was not a little fifri- 
fible of the Honour done him by this Prince ; 
which made him very forward to fhew the Embaf- 
fadors the Riches and Treafures he poflefs'd; and 
to let them f«e the whole Magnificence of his Pa- 
lace. 

Humanly fpeaking, there was nothing in this 
Proceeding, but what was allowable, and com- 
mendable ; but, in the Eyes of the Suprcmejudge, 
which are infinitely more piercing, and delicate, 
than ours, this Action difcover'd a lurking Pride, 
and fecret Vanity, with which his Rightcoufnefs 
was offended. Accordingly, he inftantly appriz'd 
the King, by his Prophet Ifaiab, chat the Riches, 
and Treafures, he had been ihewing to thofe Em- 
bafTadors, with fo much Oftentation, fhould, one 
Dav, be tranfported to Babylon ; and that his own 
Children fhould, likewife, be carry'd thither, to 



become Servants in the Palace of that Monarch. 
This was then utterly improbable; for, the King 
of Babylon, at the Time of which we are fpeak- 
ing, was in Friendflrip and Alliance with J cr li- 
ft) cm, as appears by his having 'fent Emballadors 
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thither; nor did Jerufalem then feem to have any 
Thing to fear from any but the Jffyrian Monarch, 
who was, at that Time, very formidable, and had 
declar'd openly againft her. But the Fortune of 
thofe two States was to change, and the Word of 
God was literally accomplifh'd. 

To return to Sennacherib ; after he had ravag'd 
Egypt, and taken a vaft Number of Prifoners, he 
came back with his victorious Army, encamp'd 
before Jerufalem, and befieg'd it ancw.^The City 
feem'd to be inevitably lolt : 'Twas without Re- 
fuge, and without Hope from the Hands of Men ; 
but it had a powerful Protector in Heaven, whofe 
jealous Ears had heard the impious Blafphemies 
utter 'd by the King of Nineveh againft his facred 
Name. In one fingle Night, an hundred and 
eighty-five thoufand of his Army perifh'd by the 
Sword of the Deftroying Angel. After fo terrible 
a Blow, this pretended King of Kings (for fo he 
call'd himfelf ) this Triumpher over Nations', and 
Conqueror of Gods, was oblig'd to return to his 
own Country, with the miferable Remnant of his 
Army, cover'd with Shame and Confufion. Nor 
did he furvive his Defeat a few Months, but only 
to make a Kind of an honourable Attonement, by 
his Sufferings, to God, whofe Supreme Majefty he 
had prcfum'd to infult 5 and who now, to ufe the 
Scripture-Terms, having put a Ring into bis Nofe, 
and a Bit into his Mouth, as unto a wild Beaft, 
made him return in that humbled, afflicted Con- 
dition, through thofe very Countries, which, a 
little before, had beheld him fo haughty and im- 
perious. 

Upon his Arrival at Nineveh, being enrag'd at 
his Difgrace, he treated his Subjects in a molt 
cruel, and tyrannical Manner. The Effects of his 
Fury fell moft heavily upon the Jews and If r dei- 
ties, of whom he caus'd great Numbers to be 
maflacred every Day 5 ordering their Bodies to be 
left expos'd in the Streets, and fuffering no Man 
to give them Burial. During this Perfection, 
Tobit difobeying the King's Command, and bury- 
ing his unfortunate Countrymen, who were kill'd, 
was oblig'd to conceal himfelf for fome Time, to 
avoid Sennacherib's Cruelty, and had all his Ef- 
fects confifcated. In fhort, the King's favageTem- 
per render'd him fo infupportable to his own Fa- 
mily, that his two eldeft Sons confpir'd againft 
him, and kill'd him in the Temple, under the 
Eyes of his God Nifroch, as he lay proftratc be- 
fore him. But thefe two Princes, being oblig'd, 
after this Parricide, to fly into Armenia, Efarhad- 
don, their younger Brother, afcended the Throne. 

We have already obferv'd, that after Mcrodach 
Baladan, there was a Succeflion of Kings at Baby- 
lon, of whom Hiftory has tranfmittcd nothing but 
the Names. The Royal Family becoming extinct, 
there was an eight Years Interregnum, full of 
Troubles and Commotions ; of which Efarhaddon* 
taking Advantage, made himfelf Matter of Ba- 
bylon i and annexing it to his former Dominions, 
reign'd over the two united Empires thirteen 
Years. 

He alfo re-united Syria and Palcfiine to the Af 
fyrtan Empire j they having revolted from it in 
the preceding Reign : This done, he cnter'd the 
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iitiveEyc. And that the Country might not be- 
come a Dcfart, he fent Colonics of idolatrous Peo- 



ple, taken out of the Countries beyond the Eu- 
phrates, to dwell in the Cities of Samaria. ' Then 
was fulHU'd the Prediction of tfaiah, Within three- 
fcore and Jive Tears Jhall Ephraim be broken^ that 
it be no more a People. This was exactly the Space 
of Time, which inter ven'd between the Predic- 
tion and the Event 5 and the People of Ifracl did 
then truly ccafe to be a vifible Nation, what was 
left of them being altogether mix'd, and confound- 
ed with other Nations. 

Having thus poflefs'd himfelf of the Land of 
Ifrael 3 EJarhaddon fent fome of his Generals, with 
Part of his Army, into Judea, to reduce that 
Country likewife under his Subjection. Thefe 
Generals defeated Manajfcb, and having taken him 
Prifoner, brought him to Efarhaddon j who put 
him in Chains, and carry'd him a Prifoner to Ba- 
bylon. But Manajfeh, having afterwards appeas'd 
the Wrath of God, by a fincere and lively Repen- 
tance, obtain'd his Liberty, and return'd to Je- 
rufalem* 

In the mean Time, the Colonies, that had been 
fent into Samaria, in the Room of its antient In- 
habitants, were grievoufly infefted with Lions. 
And the King of Babylon being inform'd, that the 
Caufe of that Calamity was their not worfliipping 
the God of the Country, order'd an Ifraelitijh 
Prieft to be fent to them, from among the Cap- 
tives taken in the Cities of Samaria, to teach 
them theWorfhip of the God of Ifrael. But thefe 
Idolaters, contented with admitting the true Gcd 
amongft their antient Divinities, worfhipp'd him 
jointly with their falfe Deities. This corrupt Wor- 
lhip continu'd afterwards, even to theTirnc of o\r 
Saviour; and was the Source of the Avenion en- 
tertain'd by the Jews againft the Samaritans. 

Efarhaddon dying, after a profperous Reign of 
thirty-nine Years over the Syrians, and thirteen 
over the Babylonians, was fucceeded by his Son, 
Saofduchinus, who is call'd in Scripture Nabucho- 
donofor, which Name was common to the Kings 
of Babylon. To diftinguifli this, therefore, from 
the Others, he is call'd Nabuchodonofor the firft. 

Tobit was (till alive at this Time, and dwclc 
among other Captives at Nineveh $ where, per- 
ceiving that his End approach'd, he foretold his 
Children the fudden Dettruction of that City j of 
which, at that Time, there was not the leaft Ap- 
pearance. He advis'd them, therefore, to quit 
Nineveh, before its Ruin came on, and to depart, 
afToon as they had bury'd him and his Wife. 

The Ruin ^'Nineveh is at Hand (fays the good 
old Man) abide no longer here, /or I perceive the 
JVickcdnefs of the City will occafion its Dcjirutliotu 
Thefe laft Words are very remarkable, the fflc- 
kednefs of the City will occajton its Deflruclion, Men 
may impute the Ruin of Nineveh to any other 
Rcafon, out we arc taught by the Holy Ghofi, that 
her ITnrighteoufnefs was the true Caufe of it as it 
will be with all other States, that will imitate her 
Crimes. 

In the twelfth Year of his Reign, Nabuchodonofor" 
defeated the King of the Mcdes, in a pitch'd 
Battle fought upon the Plain of Ragau, and tak- 
ing Ecbatancy the Capital of his Kingdom, he 
returned triumphant to Nineveh. When we come 
to treat of the Hiftory of the Mules, we (hall give 
a more particular Account of this Vi&oJy. 

It was immediately after this Expedition, that 
Bcthulia was befieg'd by Holofernes, one of Nabu- 
chodonofor^ Generals ; and that Judith undertook 

S thaC 
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that bole! and dangerous Entcrprizc, which ren- buchodonofor, had receiv'd the News of his .Deat?^ 
<Jer\l her Name lo famous, and delivered her he fee out with all Expedition for Baby/on-, arid 
Country. _ ^ took the ncareftWay through theDefart, attended 

The Defeat of the dfijrians before Bethulia, was only with a fmall Retinue 5 leaving the Bulk cl* 
a terrible Blow to chat Empire; and Sat acus, or his Army with his Generals, to be conducted to 
Cbymiladxnus, the Prince, who fuccccded Saofdu- hahylon y with the Captives and Spoils. On his 
ckhiHSj wan far from beinq; capable of retrieving Arrival, he receiv'd the Government, from the 
it ; for he render'd himfclt fo contemptible to his Hands of chofe that had carefully preferv'd it for 
-Subject, by his Effeminacy, and the little Care he him, and fo fuccccded to all the Dominions of hi-: 
took of his Dominions, that Nabopolajjar, a Baby- Father; which comprehended Cbaldca, /'/./> 
Ionian by Birth, and General of his Army, ulurp'd y/rabia, Syria, and Palejlinc; over which, nccor- 
rhat Part of the yfjjyrian Empire, and reign'd over ding to Ptolomy, he reign'd forty-three Years, 
it twenty-one Years. In the fourthYear of his Reign he had a Dream, 

Having thus made himfelf Matter of Babylon, at which he was greatly terrify'd, though he couM 
•and Chaidca, the better to maintain himfelf in his not call it again to Mind: Wherefore, he con- 
ufurp'd Sovereignty, he made an Alliance with fultcd the wile Men and Diviners of his Kingdom, 
CySxarcs, King of the Medes ; and joining Forces requiring of them, to make known to him the 
with him, laid Siege to Nineveh, took it, kill'd Subftance of his Dream. They all anfwer'd, that 
Saracus, and utterly deirroy'd that great City. We it was beyond the Reach of their Art to divine the 
ihall fpeak more largely of this great Event,when Thing itfelf; and that the utmoft they could do, 
we come to the Hiitory of the Alcdes. From this was to give the Interpretation of his Dream, when 
Time forwards, the City of Babylon became the he had made it known to them. As abfolute 
only Capital of the y1jj)rian Empire. Princes are not accuftonVd to meet with Oppofi- 

The Bahylo?iia?is and Medes, having thus de- tion, but will always be obey'd, Nabucbodonojor , 
frrcy\l Sincicb, became fo formidable, that they imagining they dealt infincerely with him, fell 
chow upon themfelvcs the Jealoufv ot all their into a violent Rage, and condemn'd them all to 
Neighbours. Accordingly, Kccho, ting of Egypt, die. Now Daniel, and his three Companions, Sba- 
was fo alarm'd at their Power, that, to Hop their drach, Mtjhach, and ^bednego, were included in 
Progrcfs, he mar^h'd towards the Euphrates, at the Sentence ; as being rank'd among the wife 
the Head of a powerful Army, and there made Men: But Daniel, having firft invok'd his God, 
fevcral considerable Conquers : As has been al- dchVd to be introdue'd Lo the King, to whom he 
ready obferv'd in the Hiitory of the Egyptians. rcvcal'd the whole Subftance of his Dream. Here- 
After the Reduction oiCai chemifv by Kecho, all upon, full of Admiration and Aftonifliment, after 
Syria and Pahjiinc revolted from JXabopolajfar ; having acknowledged, and loudly declar'd, that 
and neither his Age, nor Infirmities, permitting the God of the IJraelites was really the God of 
him to go in Perfon to recover them, he made his Gods, advane'd Daniel to the higheft Offices in 
Son, N a buchodonofor, Partner with him in the Em- the Kingdom; made him Chief of the Governors 
pire ; and fent him with an Army, to reduce thofe over all the wife Men; Ruler of the ivhole Pro- 
Countries to their former Subje&ion. vince of Babylon; and one of the principal Lords 
From this Time, the Jt-vs begin to reckon the of the Council, that always attended the Court. 
Years of Kabucho done for, viz. from the End of His three Friends were alfo promoted to Great 
the third Year of Jctoiakim, King of Jtidab, or Honours and Dignities. 

rather, from the Beginning of the fourth. JBut About this Time, Jchoiakim revolted from the 
the Babylonians compute his Reign onh" from the King of Babylon ; upon which, his General s, who 
Death of hisFathcr.which happen'd twoYears after, were ftill in Judea> march'd againft that Prince ; 

This Prir.ce, who was call'd Nabuchodonofor fl. committed all Kinds of Hoftilities in his Country j 
to dilringuilh him from Saofducbinus y defeated Nc- fbut him up jn Jerufalem^ and, at laft, having 
. h's Army near the Er/f hates, and retook Car- taken him Prifoner (probably, in a Sally he made 
chim\Jh\ from whence he march : d towards Syria during the Siege) they hack'd his Body in Pieces 
and Balcjline, and re-united thofe Provinces to his with the Sword, and fcatter'd it in the High- 
Dominions. This done, he ^nter'd Judea y be- Way. 

liegM Jerufahm, which he too!;, and cau/ing After his Deccnfe, Jcchonias, who is alfo call'd 

Jchoiakim to be put in Chains, carry'd him to Jeboiacbin, fucceeded both to the Throne^ and I- 

fjjby/on; but, being mov'd with his Repentance, niquity of his Father. In the mean While, Ncbu- 

a;.d ArTli&ion, he rcftor'd him to his Throne, cbadnrzzar's Lieutenants continu'd the Blockade of 

Great Numbers alfo of the Jews, and, among the Jeiufalem\ and, in three Months Time, he him- 

rtfr, fome Children of the Royal Family, were frlf came at the Head of his Army, and made; 

carry'd captive to Babylon ; whither all theTrea- himfelf Matter of the City. Having fo done, he 

fires of the King's Palace, and Part of the facrcd fpoil'd both thcTempIe, and the King's Palace, 

\efTels of the Temple, were like wife tranfported. of all their Trcafurcs ; and fent them away to £a- 

Thus was the Judgment, Go J had denoune'd by by Ion, together with all the Golden Vefleli, that 

the Prophet //j/j/), to King Hczckia^, accomplifli'd. were left, which Solomon had made, for the Ufe 

From this famous Epocha y which was the fourth of the Temple : He carry'd away likewife a vaft 

Year of Jchoiakim, King of Judah, we are to Number of Captives; amongft whom was King 

date the Captivity of the "Jews at Babylon, fo of- Jcchonias ; his Mother ; and Wives, with all the 

ten foretold by 'Jeremiah. Daniel, then but eigh- chief Officers, and Great Men of his Kingdom. In 

teen Years old, was carry'd away captive among the Room of Jcchonias, he fet upon the Throne 

the Reft; and Ezdiely fome Time aftei wards. his Uncle Mattnniah, whom he nam'd Zcdekiah, 

Towards the End of the fifth Year of Jchoiakim, and who had as little Religion, and Profperity, 

dy'd JVabopo Jaffa r, King of Babylon, after having as his Fore-fathers: For, having made an Alli- 

icigiVd twenty-one Years. AfToon as hi* Son, Na- ance with Pharaoh, King of Egypt, he broke the 

Oath 
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Oath he had taken to the King of Babylon ; for 
which, the latter foon chaftis'd him, and imme- 
diately laid Siege to Jcrujakm. The Egyptian. 
Monarch's Arrival at the Head of an Army, gave 
the Befieg'd fome Hopes ; but their Joy was very 
fhort-liv'd ; the Egyptians were defeated ; and the 
Conqueror returning before Jerufalem, renew'd 
the Siege, which latted near a Twelve-month. At 
laft, the City was taken by Storm, and a terrible 
Slaughter enfu'd ; Zcdckiafrs two Sons being killed, 
by Nebuchadnezzar's Orders, before their Father's 
Face; with all the Nobles, and principal Men of 
Judah. As for Zedekiah himfeJf, he had both 
his Eyes put out, was loaded with Fetters, and 
carry 'd to Babylon ; where he was confin'd in Pri- 
fon as long as he liv'd : The City alfo, and 
Temple, were piliag'd, and burnt, and all their 
Fortifications demolifh'd. 

Upon Nebuchadriezzar's Return to Babylon, from 
his fuccefsful War againft Judea, he ordcr'd a 
Golden Statue to be made fixty Cubits high; af- 
fembled all the Great Men of the Kingdom, to 
celebrate the Dedication thereof ; and commanded 
all his Subjects, in general, to worfhip it; threat- 
ning to cait thofe that mould refufc into the Midffc 
of a burning fiery Furnace. Upon this Occafion 
it was, that the three young Hebrews, Anania*, 
Mifael, and Azarias, who, with an invincible 
Courage, refus'd to comply with the King's im- 
pious Ordinance, were preferv'd after a miraculous 
-Manner, in the Midft of the Flames. Hereupon, 
Nebuchadnezzar, who was himfelf a Witnefs ot :his 
aftonifhing Miracle, publifh'd an Edict, whereby 
ail Perfons whatfoever were forbid, upon Pain of 
Death, to fpeak againft the God of Ananias, Mi- 
fael, and Azarias : He likewife promoted thefe 
three young Men to the higheft Honours and Em- 
ployments. 

In the twenty-firft Year of his Reign, and the 
fourth after the Deftru£tion of Jerufalem, Ncbu- 



yre. 



call 



thence forward, became a meer Village, retaining 
the Name of Anticnt Tyre. 

Nebuchadnezzar, and his Army, having under- 
gone* the utmoft Fatigues, during fo long, and 
difficult a Siege; and having found nothing in the 
Place to requite them for the Service they had 
render'd Almighty God ('tis the Expreflion of the 
Prophet) in executing his Vengeance upon that 
City; to make them Amends, God was pleas'd to 
promife, by the Mouth of Ezekiel, that he would 
give them the Spoils of Egypt. Accordingly, Ne- 
buchadnezzar conquer'd Egypt foon after; as we 

have more fully related in the Hiftory of the E- 

gyptians. 

When this Prince had happily finiuVd all his 
Wars, and was in a State of full Peace and Tran- 
quillity, he put the laft Hand to the Building, or 
rather, to the embeliifhing of Babylon. Our Rea- 
der may fee, in Jofephus, an Account of the mag- 
nificent Structures afcrib'd to this Monarch, by 
fcveral Writers : We have mention'd a great Part 
of them, in the Defcription already given of that 
ftately City. 76 

Whilft nothing feem'd wanting to compleat 
Nebuchadnezzar's Happinefs, a frighrful Dream 
difturb'd his Repofe, and fill'd him with great 
Anxiety. 

The King, juftly fhock'd thereat, confulted all 
his wife Men and Magiciai s, but to r.o Purpofe. 
He was oblig'd, therefore, to have Recourie to 
Daniel, who expounded the Dream, and apply'd 
it to Nebuchadnezzar himfelf ; plainly declaring 
to him, That he jhould be driven from the Company 
of Men for [even Tears; floould be reduced to the 
Condition and Fellowjhip of the Beajls of the Field, 
and feed upon Grafs like a Bullock ; that his King- 
dom, neverthelefs, Jh~uld be preferred for kirn, and 
he Jhould repojftfs his Throne, when he Jhould have 
learnt to know, a?id acknowledge, that all Power 
is from Above, and cometh from Heaven. After 
this, he exhorted him, to break of his Sins, by Righ- 
teoufnefs ; and his Iniquities, by Jhewing Mercy to 
the Poor. 

All thefe Things came to pafs upon Nebuchad- 
nezzar, exactly as the Prophet had foretold. Ac 
the End of twelve Months, as he was walking i n 
his Palace, and admiring the Beauty and Magni- 
ficence of his Buildings, he faid, Is not this great 
Babylon, which I have built for the Houfe of the 
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Scripture, was King thereof. Tyre was, at that 
Time, a ftrong, and opulent City, which had ne- 
ver been fubject to any foreign Power : It was alfo 
then in great Repute for its Commerce; by which 
many ot its Citizens, were become equal to fo 
many Princes, in Wealth and Magnificence. It 
was built by the Sidonians, two hundred and forty 
Years before the Temple of Jerufalem. For, Si- 
don being taken by the Philijiines of Afcalon, ma- 
ny of its Inhabitants made their Efcape in Ships, 

and founded the City of Tyre. And for this Rca- with' himfelf, at the Sight of fuch ^ nobkYtruciurcs 
Jon, we find it calPd in Ifatah K the Daughter of as he had erected, appear to us fo very criminal? 

And yet, hardly were the Words out of his Mouth ^ 
when a Voice came down from Heaven, and pro- 
nounced this Sentence : In the fame Hour his Under- 
/landing went from him ; he was driven from Men, 
and did cat Grafs like Oxen* and his Body was wet' 




Si don. But the Daughter foon furpafs'd the Mo- 
ther in Grandeur, Riches, and Power. Accor- 



dingly, ^at the Time of which we are fpcaking, 
foe was in a Condition to refift, thirteen Years to- 
gether, a Monarch, to whofe Yoke all the Reft 

of the Eafl had fubmitted. with the Dew of Heaven , till his Hairs were grown 

it was not nil after fo many Years, that Nebu- like Eagle's Feathers, and bis Nails like Birds 
chadnezzar made himfelf Matter of Tyre, And Claws. 



hisTroops had fufler 9 d incredible Hardfliips before 
it 5 fo that, according to the Prophet's Expreffion, 
Every Head war made bald, and every Shoulder wa s 



a Mi} 
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After the Expiration of the appointed Time, 
he rccover'd his Senfes, and the Ufe of his Under- 
ftanding : He lifted up his Eyes unto Heaven (fays 
the Scripture) and bhffed the mofl High) he praifed 
and honoured Him that live th for ever, whofe Do- 
minion -' ' ~ • • 

dom is 
That 

hi fore Him x and that He d. th according to Hhm% 

in 



T u • rJH ii . . ' WKn cne » rcacclt ana Honoured tiim that liveth for ever, whole Do- 

or their Effi-fts. into a neighbouring file, half minion is an evcrla fling Dominion, and his Kinr- 

„ ( , xi the ™?% wher ? the X bui,c ;l dom is from Generation to Generation : ConfeiW, 

the y il.mLhv? C nnt r° ° ry M herCOi ^nB^ fbat all the Inhabitants of the Harth are as nothing 

««c Kemcmbrance of the old one; which, from ...... ^ 



7 fi The HIST 0 RY of 

~in the Jfrmy of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants 
of the Earth i an J now: can flay his Hand, or fay 

.u/itj him, Vrhat docfl Thou ? 

He then recovered his former Countenance and 

.Form i his Courtiers wont out to feck him ; he was 
.rcftorAl to his Throne, and became greater, and 
more powerful, than ever. Being affected, there- 
fore, with the heartieit Gratitude, he publiih'd a 

-folcmn Edict, wherein he made known, through 
the whoie'Extent of his Dominions, what atroni th- 
ing, and miraculousThi ngSj God had wrought on 

liis Perfon. 

Within a Year after this, Nebuchadnezzar dy'd, 
having reign'd forty- three Years, reckoning trom 
the Death of his Father. He was one of the greateft 
Monarchs, that ever reign'd in the Eajl \ and was 
fucceeded by his Son, Evil- Merodach, who, aifoon 
as he was fettled in the Throne, releas'd 'Jcchoni as, 
Kin* of Judah (who is called in Scripture Jvhoia- 
chhi) out of Prilon, where he had been corsfin'd 
r.ear thirty-feven Years. 

In the Reign of this Evil Merodach, which lafted 
bat two Years, the Learned place Daniels Detec- 
tion of the Fraud praclia'd by the Priefls of Bel} 
the innocent Artifice, by which he contriv'd to 
kill the Dragon, which was v.orlhipp'd as a God ; 
and the miraculous Deliverance ot the fame Pro- 
phet out of the Den of Lions, where he had Vic- 
tuals brought him by the Prophet Habakkuk. 

Eiil-Mercdac.b had not reign'd above two Years, 
before his Lult, and other U'ickednefs, render'd 
him fo intolerable, that his own Relations con- 
ipirM a^ainft him, and put him to Death: After 
which, jKc r igliffar , his Sitter's Husband, who was 
Head of the Confpiracy, was advane'd to the 

Throne. 

Immediately on his Acceflion to the Crown, he 
made great Preparations for turning his Arms a- 
gainft the Mcdes ; which indue'd Cyaxares to fend 
for Cyrus out of Per/Fa to his Aififtance ; and a 
bloody Battle enfuing between the two Armies, 
Kerigliffar was defeated, and flain, the fourth Year 
of his Reign, after having given the greatcft 
Proofs of his Conduct and Bravery. 

QnNerigliffar's being thus kill'd/ Labi rofoarchod , 
his Son, facet eded to theThrone ; who was rather 
a Monftcr, than a Prince. Being born with the 
rooft vicious Inclinations, he indulg'd them with- 
out Reftraint, when he came to the Crown ; as if 
he had been inverted with fovercign Power, only 
to have the Privilege of committing, with Impu- 
nity, the moft infamous, and barbarous Actions. 
We need only mention two of them, to give our 
Readers a true Idea of thisTyiarr: He flew the 
only Son of Gobi i as, a Nobleman of the firlt Rank, 
betuufe he had kill'd a wild Bcaft, at a Hunting, 
when he himfelf had mif^d it ; and he caus'd Ga- 
dates, another of equal Rank, to be cafrrated, 
becaufe one of his Concubines had commended 
him for a handfomc Man. It is no Wonder, fuch 
fuch a Wretch reign'd but nine Months; his own 
Subjects being no longer able to bear him, con- 
fpir'd againtt him, and flew him. 

To- Labor ofoarchod fucceeded Nabonaditts, or La- 
by /ictus, who had I ike wife divers other Names, 
and is the fame, w ho is call'd, in Scripture, Bel- 
Jhazzar, 

He reign'd feventeen Years, and is fupposVl to 
have been the Son of Evil' iVfctadarb, by his Wife 
Nitocris t and confequently, Crandfon to Nebu- 
thadnazar, to whom, according to Jeremiah's 
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Prophecy, the Nations of the Eajl were to be fub* 
jeft, as alfo to his Son, and his Grandfon after 
him : sill Nations Jhall fcrve him, and bis Son, and 
bis Sen's Son, until the very Time of his Land jhall 
<ome. 

Nitocris is that great Princefs, who finiriVJ the 
noble Works which Nebuchadnezzar left unrinitfi'd; 
efpecially, the Walls of the City, and the Banks of 
the River within it. Amongtt. the Reft, ihe caus'd 
her own Monument to be plac'd over one of the 
molt remarkable Gates of the City; with an In- 
scription, dilRiading her Succefkjrs from touching 
thcTrcafures laid up therein, without the molt ur- 
gent and indifpenfible NeceiTity. Accordingly, it 
remain'd unopen'd till the Reign of Darius > who, 
upon his breaking it open, iultead of thoi'e im- 
menfe Treafures, with the Hopes of which he had 
flarter'd himfelf, found nothing but the following 
Infcription : 

If thou hadst not an insatiable thirst 
after money, and a most sordid, ava- 
ricious soul, thou would'bt never have 
broken open the monuments of the 

DEAD. 

In the fir ft Year of the Reign of Nabo?iadius, ot 
Beljhazzar, Daniel had the Virion of the f./ur 
Beads $ which reprefented the four great Monar- 
chies, and the Kingdom of the Mejftah, which 
was to fucceed them. In the third Year of the 
fame Reign, he had the Virion of the Ram and 
the He- Goat; which prefigur'd the Deftru&ion of 
the Perjsan Empire by Alexander the Gnat $ and 
the Perfecution, which Antiochus Epiphanes, King 
of Syria, was to bring upon the Jews. 

This new King came young to the Crown, and, 
had he been left wholly to himfelf, the Babyloni- 
ans would have gain'd but little by the Change ; 
{ox,Xenophon gives him theChara&er of an impious 
Prince ; and it fufficiently appears, by what is laid 
of him in Daniel, that he was fo. 

But, whilft he was giving himfelf up wholly to 
his Pleafures, his Mother, who was a Woman of 
a great Spirit, and Underftanding, took upon her 
the Adminilrration of Affairs : And to her alone ic 
was owing, that her Son preferv'd his Crown fo 
long as feventeen Years, againft fo powerful an 
Enemy as Cyrus. 

As for the young Prince, wholly regardlcfs of 
the State, even whilft the Enemy were berieging 
him in his Capital, gave a fine Entertainment to 
his whole Court, upon a certain Feftival, which 
was annually celebrated with great Rejoicings; buC 
the Joy of this Feaft was mightily difturb'd by a 
Virion; and ftill more fo by the Explication,wbicf* 
Daniel gave of it, that his Kingdom was taken 
from him, and given to the Medes and Per/tans, 
Accordingly, that very Night, the City was taken, 
and Beljhazzar kill'd. Thus ended the Babylonian 
Empire, after having fubfiftcd two hundred and 
ten Years, from the Deftruclion of the firfc Affy- 
rian Empire. 

We have already taken Notice, in treating of 
the Deftrudlion of the firft AjJ'yrian Empire, that 
ArOaces, General of the Medes, was one of the 
chief Au'.hors of the Confpiracy ngainifc Sardana- 
palus : And feveral Writers believe, that he then 
immediately became Sovereign Mafterof Media, 
and many other Province!*, and a/fum'd the Title 
of King. Herodotus, however, is not of that O- 

pinionj 



The HISTORY of the ASSYRIANS. 



pinion; we fhall relate prefently what chat Cele- 
brated Hiltorian fays upon this Subject; but firft, 
jt will be proper to obfcrve, that it was under the 
Government of fomc of thofe indolent, inactive, 
and effeminate Princes, the PredecefTors of Sarda- 
napijtos, of whom Hiftory has been entirely Cl- 
ient, as not thinking fuch Wretches defer v'd being 
mention'd, that the famous Sefojtris, King of E- 
s)ph extended his Conquelts fo far in the Eajl, 
meeting with little Oppofition from fuch Princes. 
But, as his Power was but of a very ftiort Dura- 
tion, and not fupported by his Succeflbrs, the Af* 
fyria?i Empire foon recover'd what had been taken 
from it. 

Plate, a curious Obferver of Antiquities, makes 
the Kingdom of Troy, in the^ Time of % Priamus, 
dependant upon the ancient u4$yrian Empire : And 
Ctejias fays, thnt J eutamus, the twentieth King af- 
ter Ninyasj fenc a confiderable Body of Troops, 
to the Afliitance of the Trojans; under the Con- 
duct of Mem/ton, the Son of Tit bonus ; at the Time 
when the Ajfyrian Empire had already fubfifted 
above a thoufand Years; which agrees exactly 
with the Time, wherein we have plac'd the Foun- 
dation of that Empire. But the Silence of Homer, 



n 

concerning fo gTeat a People, and who muft ne- 
ceffarily have been very well known, render this 
Faft exceeding doubtful ; or rather, (hews it not 
to be true : And indeed, it mult be own'd, that 
whatever relates to the Times of the ayvgnt Hif- 
tory of xhzAjJyrians, is attended with infuperable 
Difficulties, and great Uncertainty. 

To return from whence we have digrefs'd 5 the 
^Jjyrians, who, for many Ages, had govern'd the 
Empire of AJia, began to decline greatly in their 
Power, by the Revolt of feveral Nations. The 
Medes firii threw off cheir Yoke, and maintained, 
for fomc Time, the Liberty they had acuuir'd by 
their Valour j hut that Liberty degenerating into 
Licentioufnefs, and their Government not being 
well eftablifh'd, they fell into a Kind of Anarchy, 
worfe than their former Subjection. Injuftice, Vi- 
olence, and Rapine, prevailed every- where, be- 
caufe there was No- body that had, either Power 
enough to reftrain them; or a fufEcient Authority 
to punifh the Offenders. All thefe Diforders in- 
duced the People to fettle a Form of Government, 
which render'd the State more ilourifhing than 
ever it had been before. 





The History of the MEDES. 



T5HE Nation of the Medes were then divided 
into Tribes : The Generality of the Peo- 
ple dwelt in Villages, when Dejoces, the 
Son of Phraortes, a Mede, by Birth, erected the 
State into a Monarchy. This great, and artful 
Man, feeing the perpetual Diforders that prevail'd 
throughout all Media, refolv'd to take Advantage 
of thofe Troubles, and make them ferve to exalt 
him to the Royal Dignity. This might have 
prov'd a dangerous Undertaking, had he not been 
particularly well qualify'd for it ; by having an 
unbleminVd Reputation in his Country ; where he 
pafs'd for a Man, not only regular in his own Con- 
duel, but poffefs'dof all the Prudence, and Equity, 
ncceflary for a Monarch. 

A (Toon as he had form'd the Dcfign of obtain- 
ing theThrone, he endcavour'd to render the good 
Qualities, that had been before obferv'd in him, 
more confpicuous than ever : Wherein he fucceed- 
*d fo well, that the Inhabitants of the Village 
where he liv'd, made him their Judge. In this 
Office he acquitted himfclf with great Prudence; 
and his Services had ail the Soccefs that was ex- 
pected; for he brought the People of that Village 
J° Jive in a fober and regular Manner. The In- 
habitants of otherVillages, whom their perpetual 
Diforders fuffer'd not to live in the fame Tran- 
quility, obferving the good Order Dejoces had in- 
troduced in the Place, where he pre luted as Judge, 
began like wife to addrefa themlelves to him, and 
make him Arbitrator of their Differences. Here- 
upon, the Fame of his Equity daily increafing, all 
uch as had any Affair of Confcquencc. brought 
« before him ; expert ng to find that Equity in 

Jj/"«> winch they could not meet with in any 



When he found himfelf thus far advi.-i.Ai in 
his Defigns, he judg'd it a proper '1 ime to his 
lair Engines atWork, for the compafling hus Point. 
He retir'd, therefore, from Bufinefs, pretending, 
to be over-fatigu'd with the Multitude of People, 
that reforted to him from all Quarters 5 and would 
not exercifc the Office of Judge any longer, not- 
withstanding all the Importunity, of fuch as 
wifli'd well to the publick'i rar.cjuility : And when- 
ever any Perfons addrefs'd thcmfelves to him, for 
the Redrefs of their Giievanccs, or to arbitrate 
Matters between them; he cold them, that his 
own domeltick Affairs would not allow him to 
attend thofe of other People. 

The Licentioufnefs, which had been for fome 
Time reftrain'd, by the Management of Dejoces, 
began to prevail more than ever, affoon as he had 
withdrawn himfelf from the Administration of 
Affairs; and the Evil incrcas'd to fuch a Degree, 
that the Medes were obi ig\i to affcmble, and dc 
liberate upon the moft propcrMeans, to put a Stop 
to fo dangerous a Difordcr. 

There are two very different Sorts of Ambition : 
The one violent, and impetuous, carries every 
Thing, as it were, by Storm ; (licking at no Kind 
of Cruelty, or Murder : The other Sort more 
gentle, like that of which we are fpcaking, puts 
on anAppearance of vloderation and JuiHce,work- 
ine under Ground (if we may ufe that Exp reilion) 
yet gains its Point, as furely as t^e other. 
Dejoces, who now faw Things fucceeding accor- 
ding to his Wilh, judg'd it Time to fend hia Emif- 
fariea to theAfTernbly ; having firit inururted thorn 
in the Part they were to acl. Accordingly, when 
Expedients, for (topping theCourfe of the public k 

T Evils 




74 



The HISTORT of the MEDES. 



Evils crime to be propos'd, thefe his Emiflaries, 
fpeaking in their Turn, reprefented, chat, unlefs 
the Face of the Re pub lick was entirely chang'd, 
their Country would become uninhabitable that 
the onlV^fcieans to remedy the prefent Di (orders, 
Was to cleft a King, who fhould have Authority 
to reltrain Violence, and make Laws for the Go- 
vernment of the Nation 5 and, chat then every 
Man could profecute his own Affairs in Peace and 
Safety : Whereas, the Injultice, that now reign'd 
in all Parts, would quickly force the People to 
abandon the Country. This Opinion was generally 
approved ; and the whole Company were con- 
vinc'd, that no Expedient could be devis'd, more 
effe&ual for curing the prefent Evil, than that of 
converting the State into a Monarchy. The only 
Thing then, that remain'd to be done, was to 
choole a King; about which their Deliberations 
were not long: All agreeing, there was not a 
Man in Media, fo capable of governing, zsDejoces> 
fo that he was immediately, with common Con- 
. fent, elected King. 

Having thus afcended the Throne, Dejoces en- 
deavour'd to convince the People, that they were 
not miftaken in che Choice they had made of him, 
for reftoring Order. But, firlt, he refolv'd to 
have his Dignity accompany'd, with all thole En- 
figns of Royalty, that are proper to infpire an 
Awe, and RefpecT for the Perfon of a Sovereign. 
He ob!ig"d his new Subjects, therefore, to build 
him a magnificent Palace, in the Place he ap- 
pointed, which he ftrorgly fortify'd ; and, this 
done, he chofe out from among his People fuch 
Perfons, as he judg'd fitteft to be his Guards. 

Having thus provided for his own Security, he 
apply'd himfelf to polilh, and civilize his Sub- 
jects; who, having been accuftom'd to live in che 
Country, and in Villages, in aManner,wichoutLaws, 
and without anyCivil Government, had contracted 
an almoft favage Difpofkion. To this End, he 
commanded them to build aCity; marking ou: him- 
felf the Place, and the Circumference of the Walls, 
of which chere were feven in Number j all difpos'd 
in fuch a Manner, that the outermoft did not hin- 
der the Parapet of the fecond from being feen; 
nor che fecond that of the third; and fo oi all the 
xeft. The Situation of the Place was extremely 
favourable for fuch a Delign ; for it was a regular 
Hill,whofeAfcenc was equal on every Side.Wichin 
the laft, and fmalleft Inclofure, flood che King's 
Palace, with all hisTreafures : In the fixch, which 
was next to that, were feveral Apartments for lodg- 
ing the Officers of his Houfhold ; and the inter- 
mediate Spaces, between the other \A alls, were 
appointed for the Habitations of the People : The 
firlr, and largeft: Inclofure was abouc the Bignefs 
of Athens : The Name of this City, which was, 
from thatTime, the Metropolis of the Alecks, was 
Ecbatane* 

The Profpc£t, and View of this Capital, was 
magnificent, and beautiful ; for, befides the Dif- 
pontion of the Walls, which fbrnVd a Kind of 
Amphitheatre, the different Colours, wherewith 
the feveral Parapets were painted, form'd a de- 
lightful Variety. 

After the U hole was finifiVd, and Dejoces had 
r'd Pare of the Medes to fettle therein, he 



at aDiftance from his People ; being almoft ir.ac- 
ceflible, and inviliblc to his Subjects; and not fal- 
tering them to fpeak, or communicate their Af- 
fairs to him, but only by Petitions, and the Inter- 
poll ti on of his Officers : And even they, who had 

the Privilege of approaching him, might neither 
laugh, nor fpit, in his Pre fence. 

J his great, and artful Statefman, a£ted in this 
Manner, in Order the better to feeure himfelf the 
PofTeilion of the Crown : For, having co deal with 
Men, yet unciviliz'd, and no very good Judges of 
true Merit $ he was afraid, that too great a Fa- 
miliarity with him might produce Contempt, and 
occafion Plots and Confpiracies againft growing 
Power ; which is generally look'd upon with en- 
vious and difcontentcd Eyes : Buc, by keeping 
himfelf thus conceal'd from the Eyes of the Peo- 
ple, and making himfelf known only by the wife 
Laws he enacted, and che ftricTt Juftice he took 
Care to adminifter to every one, he obtain'd the 
Refpeft, and Efteem of all his Subjects. 

It is faid, that, from che innermolt Part of his 
Palace, he knew every Thing that was done in his 
Dominions; by Means of his Emiflaries, who 
brought him an Accounc, and inform'd him, of 
every Tranfaclion. By chis Means, no Crime 
cfcap'd, eicher che Knowledge of che Prince/ or 
the Rigour of che Law: And che Puniflimenc thus 
treading upon the Heels of che Offence, kept the 
Wicked in Awe, and ftopp'd the Courfe of Vio- 
lence and Injustice. 

This pollibiy might be fo, to a certain Degree, 
during his Adminiftracion : But, chere is nothing 
more obvious, than the great Inconvcniencies ne- 
ceflarily refuking from the Cuftom incrodue'd by 
Dejoces 5 and wherein he has been imitated by the 
relt of the Eaftern Potentates : The Cuftom', we 
mean, of living conceal'd in their Palaces, and of 
governing, by Spies difpers'd throughouc the 
Kingdom; of relying lolely upon their Sin- 
cericy for che Truth of Fa£ts; of not fufferir.g 
the Complaints of the Opprefs'd, and che juft Rea- 
fons of innocent Perfons, Co be convcy'd to him 
any ocher Way, than chrough foreign Channels^ 
that is, by Men liable to be prejudie'd, or cor- % 
rupced ; Men, chac ftopp'd up all Avenues Co Re- 
monftrances, or che Reparacion of Injuries ; and 
chac were capable of doing che greateft fnjuftice 
chemfelves, wich fo much che more Eafc and Af- 
furance, as their iniquicy rauft remain undifcover'd, 
and confequently unpunifh'd. Buc, befide9 all this, 
we think, che very Affectation of being invifible, 
fliews Princes Co be confeious of cheir flendcr Mc- 



obli^ 

turnVl all hisThoughts to the framing, and enact- 
ing good Laws for the Welfare of the State. But, 
being perfuaded, that the Majcfty of Kings 
moft refpetted afar off, he began to keep himfelf 
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ricj which fhuns the Light, and dares noc ttand 
the Teft of a near Examination. 

As to Dejoces, he was fo wholly taken up with 
humanizing, and polifhing che Manners of his 
Nation, and making good Laws for che Govern- 
ment thereof, that nc never cngag'd in any En- 
terprise againft his Neighbours, though his Reign 
was very long; for, he did noc die, till after ha- 
ving reign'd fifty-three Years, and was fucceeded 
in his Throne, by his Son, Phraortes, who was 
nam'd like wife Aphraartcs. 

The fole Affinity between thefe two Nanus 
would make one believe, that this is the Kin^, 
calPd in Scripture drph.ixad : But, this Opinion 
has many ocher fubftancial Reafons to fupport ir, 
as may be feen in Father Mvnfaucon** learned Dif- 
ferration ; of which we fhall make great Ufc in 
chis Treacife. The Paflage in Judith, That Ay* 

phaxul 
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phaxad built a very ftrong Cityj and called it Ec- 
batane, has deceiv'd moft Authors, and induc'd 
them to believe* chat Jlrpkaxad muft be Dejoces \ 
who was certainly the Founder of that City. But 
the GreckTexz of Judith, which the vulgarTranf- 
lation renders adificavit, fays only,5T^rArphaxad 
added new Bui/dings to Ecbatane. And what can 
be more natural, than for the Son to put the laft 
Hand to fo conilderable a Work, and make fuch 
Additions as were wanting, upon the Father's noc 
having liv'd to fee it entirely compleated? 

'Pbraortes, who was of a very warlike Temper, 
not being content with the Kingdom of Media , 
left him by his Father, attack'd the Perftans 
whom he defeated in a decifive Battle, and 
brought under Subjection to his Empire. Being 
then render'd more powerful, by the Junction of 
their Troops, he invaded the other neighbouring 
Nations, one after another; till he had made him- 
felf Matter of almott all the Upper 4jia\ which 
comprehends thofe Countries, that are t\otth of 
Mount 'Taurus, from Media, as far as the River 
Hahs. 

£late with this good Succefs, he ventur'd, next, 
to turn his Arms again it the u4$yrians ; who, in- 
deed, had been then weaken'd, through the Re- 
volt of feverai Nations ; but were, neverthelefs, 
ftill very formidable in thcmfelves. Hereupon, 
their King, l\ abuchodonofor > other wife call'd, Sa- 
ofduchtnus, rais'd a great Army in his own Coun- 
try, and fent Embaifadors to feverai other Nati- 
ons of the Eaft, to require their Afliftance. But 
they all refus'd him with Contempt, and treated 
his Embafladors ignominiouily } thereby giving 
him to underftand, that they no longer dreaded 
that Empire, which had formerly kept the greateft 
Part of them in a flavifli Subjection. 

On being inform'd thereof, that Prince, who 
was naturally very haughty, was highly enrag'd 
at fuch infolent Treatment ; fwore by hisThrone, 
and his Kingdom, that he would be feverely re- 
veng'd of all thofe Nations, and put them every 
one to the Sword : He then prepar'd for Battle, 
with what Forces he had, in the rlain of Ragau. 
Then was fought that great Battle, mention'd in 
Judith, which prov'd fatal to Pbraortes, who is 
there call'd Arphaxad, for he was entirely routed; 
his Cavalry being put to flight, and his Chariots 
ovcrturn'd, which caufing great Diforder, Nabu- 
chodonofor gain'd a com pleat Victory. Then, tak- 
ing Advantage of the Defeat and Confufion of the 
Medes, he enter'd their Country; took their Ci- 
ties; pufh'd on his Conquers even to Ecbatane ; 

foreYl the Tnwprs and rhf» Walls hv Storm : and 

j « . who 

plunder'd, and ftripp 

Not long after, the unfortunate Phraortes, who 
had efeap'd into the Mountains of Ragau, fell 
himfelf into the Hands of N abuchodonofor \ who, 
bei ng enrag'd at his daring to invade his Domini- 
ons, caus'd that poor Prince to be cruelly flain. 
This done, he return'd to Ninevchy with all his 
Anrjv, which was ftill very numerous ; and for 
four Months together, did nothing but fcaft, and 
divert himfelf, with thofe that had accompany \i 
him in this Expedition. 

When this Feaftinjg was over, the incens'd Mo- 
narch, mindful of his Vow, to take a fevcre Re- 
venge of thofe who had refus'd to join him, fent 
his General Hehferncs, with a powerful Army, to 
reduce them to* Subjection. The Progrcfs, and 




Cruelty of that Commander ; the general Confter- 
nation of all the People; the couragious Refolu- 
tion of the Ifraelites to withftand him, in Hopes, 
that their God would defend them; the Extremity 
to which Bcthulia* and the whole Nation was re- 
duced; the miraculous Deliverance of that City, 
by the Courage and Conduct of the brave Judith^ 
and the compleat Overthrow of the -dffycian Ar- 
my ; are what none can be Strangers to, who ever 
read the Scriptures. 

After the Death of Pbraortes, who reign'd twen- 
ty-two Years, in the Manner already related, his 
Son, Cyaxares, immediately alcended theThrone; 
who was a very brave, and enterpf i^i' Prince, 
and knew how to make his Advantage uf iht; Hte 
Overthrow of the AJfyr ian Army. Fit ft, he lettled 
himfelf well in Media \ which done, he conquer 'd 
all Upper -dfia-y but ftill, what he had moft at 
Heart was, to attack Nineveh, and revenge the 
Death of his Father, by the Deftru&ion of that 
great, and famous City. 

Accordingly, having prepared all Things for 
that Purpofe, he march'd againfr the Affytians, 
who advane'd to meet him ; having only the Re- 
mains of that great Army, which was deftroy'd 
before Bethulia : And a Battle enfuing, the Sy- 
rians were defeated, and driven back as far as 
Nineveh. Whereupon, Cyaxarcs, purfuing his 
Blow, laid Siege to that Capital ; which mult in- 
evitably have fallen into his Hands; but that the 
Time was not yet come, when God defign'd to 
punifti that City for her Crimes, and for the Ca- 
lamities Hie had brought upon his People, as well 
as other Nations : What occafion'd its Deliverance 

■ 

from the prefent Danger, was this. 

A formidable Army of Scythians, who were 
come from about the iMkoJ/j* Lake, had driven the 
Cimmerians out of Europe, and were ftill march- 
ing under the Conduct of King Madyes, in Purfuit 
of them. The Cimmerians, however, had found 
Means to efcape from the Scythians, who were ad- 
vancing into Media-, when Cyaxares, hearing of 
this Eruption, rais'd the Siege of Nineveh, and 
march'd with all his Forces againft thar mighty- 
Army, which, like an impetuous Torrent, was 
going to over- run all Ajia. Accordingly, the 
two Armies engag'd, and the Adccles were van- 
quifh'd; upon which, the Bat bar tans, finding no 
other Obftacle in their Way, ovcrfpread not only 
Media, but almoft all Ajia. This done, they 
march'd towards Egypt, from whence Pjammiticus 
diverted their Courfe by Prefcnrs ; as has been al- 
ready obfcrv'dj in the Hiftory of Egypt. Then 
they went back into Palcjlnie, where fome of 
them plundered the Temple of Mentis at dfcalon* 
the moft ancient Temple dedicated to that God- 
defs ; and fome of them fettled at Beth/bean, a 
City in the Tribe of Manajjcb, on this Side Jor- 
dan ; which, from them, was afterwards call'd Scy- 
thopolis. 

For the Space of twenty-eight Years, thefe In- 
vaders were Ma ftcrs of all thoUppcry^fc; ; namely, 
the two/frmensa's, Cappadocia, Pontus, Colchis, and 
Iberia ; during whichTime chev fpread Defolation 
wherever they came. As for the Medcs, who had 
enter'd into a Treaty with them, they had no Way 
of getting rid of them, but by a treacherous Stra- 
tagem \ which was this : On Pretence of cultiva- 
ting, and ftrengthening the Alliance they had un~ 
ter'd into, they invited the greateft Part of them 
to a general Fcaft, which was made in every Fa- 
mily : 
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mily ' This done, each Matter of the Entertain- 
ment ply'd his Guefts with Liquor, till they were 
drunk ; and in that Condition were the Scythians 
maflacred. The Mcdes then repolfefs'd themfelvcs 
of the Provinces they had loit , and once more 
extended their Empire to the Banks ot the River 
Halys x which was their undent Boundary /J c/f- 

ivard. 

The remaining Scythian who were not at thcie 
Fealls, having heard of the Maifacre of their 
Countrymen, fled into Lydia, to King Halyattcs, 
who receiv'd them with great Humanity. This ce- 
cafionM a War between thofe two Princes; Cj ax- 
ares immediately leading his Troops to the Fron- 
tiers of Lydia : And manyEngagemcnts happened, 
during the Space of five Years, with almoft an 
equal Advantage on both Sides. The Battle fought 
in the fixth was very remarkable, on Account of 
an Eclipfe of the Sun, which happen'd during the 
Engagement ; when, on a fudden, the Day was 
turn'd into a dark Night : Tha/es, the Mile/tan, 
had foretold this Eclipfe. However, the Mcdes, 
and Lydians, who were then in the Heat of the 
Battle, equally terrify'd with this unforefeen E- 
vent, which they look'd upon as a Sign of the 
Anger of the Gods, immediately retreated on both 
Sides, and *nade Peace ; of which, Syencfis, King 
of Cilicia, and Nabuchodonofor , King ot Babylon, 
were the Mediators. To render their Friendfhip 
more firm and inviolable, the two Princes agreed 
to ftrengthen it by a Marriage-Band; and it was 
concluded; that Halyattes fhould give his Daugh- 
ter jirytnis to AJlyages, c he eldelt Son of Cy ax- 
ares. 

The Manner thefe People had of contracting 
Alliances with one another, is very remarkable. 
Befides other Ceremonies, which they had in com- 
mon with the Greeks, they had this in particular; 
the two contracting Parties made themfelvcs In- 
cisions in the Arms, and lick'd one another's 
Blood. 

Aflbon as Cyaxares found himfelf again at 
Peace, his firft Care was to refume the Siege of 
Nineveh j which the Eruption of the Scythians had 
oblig'd him to raife ; and Nabopolajjar, King of 
Babylon, with whom he had juft contracted a par- 
ticular Alliance, join'd with him in a League 
againfl: the AJJyrians. Having, therefore, united 



their Forces, they befieg'd Ximvfh, which t h c \ 
took; killing daracus, their Sovereign; and ui- 
tcrly deltroying that mighty City; as has been 
related before, in the Hiitory of the fecond -</ y- 
lian Empire. 

This was a full, and exact Completion, of nat 
God had foretold, above a hundred Years Ixf ;ie, 
bv divers of bis Prophets, in Revenge ol the 
bloody Cruelties, and i n fat i able Avarice of (he 
yij/ytian Monarchy ; who had lil I'd that City with 
the Plunder, and Spoils oi balk the Nations in 

A',ia. 

This done, the two Armies enrich'd thcmfeJvc 



with the bpoils thereof; and Cyaxares profecuiirg 
his Victories, made himfelf Matter oi all the King- 
dom of^/jjyria, except Baby/on, and Chaldca, which 
belong'd to Nabopolajfar. 

After this Expedition, Cyaxares dy'd, and left 
his Dominions to his Son, Ajiyagcs, who ib the 
Prince, call'd in Scripture, Ahafturus ; and of w horn, 
though his Reign was very long, having Lifted no 
lefs than thirty -five Years, we have no Hartu-nl <rs 
recorded in Hiilory. He had two Childrr ., •/- 
ever, whofc Names are famous; namely, Gy*xat <.t, 
by hisWife, Aryenis ; and JMandana, by a former 
Venter: The latter of which he marry "d, wh-Ub 
his Father was yet alive, to Cambyfcs, Son tu A- 
chamenes, King of Perfia, And from this IVjatch 
fprung the Great Cyrus ; who was born but one 
Year after his Uncle Cyaxares If. which laft luc- 
ceeded his Father,^/ftyages, ia the Kingdom of the 
Mcdes-, and is the lame Prince, whom the Scrip- 
ture calls Darius the Mcde. 

It was this Prince, likewife, who, by the Af- 
fiftance of his Nephew, Cyrus, befieg'd, and took 
Babylon - y which remain'd fubject to him, as long as 
he liv'd : But Cyrus, after his Uncle's Deceafe, and 
that of his Father, Cambyfes, united the Kingdoms 
of the Medes and Pcrfians j and made thereof but 
one Empire. We fhall begin the Hiftory thereof, 
with the Reign of Cyrus : which will acquaint us 
alfo with what is prcferv'd of the Reigns of his 
two Predecelfors, Cyaxares, andyJjlyages. But we 
fhall previoufly give fome Account ot the King- 
dom of Lydia ; becaufe Graf us, who was King 
thereof, is pretty much concerned in the Trans- 
actions and Events, whereof we are about to 
treat. 
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T IE RODO TUS gives the Name of jltyati- 
X J. des, or Defendants of Atys, to the firlt 
Founders of the Lydian Monarchy; becaufe 
they deriv'd their Origin from Lydus, the Son of 
Atys, who gave the Name of Lydians to that 
People, who, till then, had been call'd Meonians. 

The At y at ides were fucceeded by the Her ac It da t 
or Descendants of Hercu/es, who poffcfs'd the King- 
dom five hundred and five Years; and of whom, 
u4rgo, Great- Grand fori of j4lc<tus, Son of Hercules, 
was the iirft. The laft was Gandaulcs, who be- 
ing marry'd to a Lady of exquiu'te Beauty ; and. 



being infatuated by his Pa f lion for her, was pe?r- 

etually bonfhng of her Charms to Others. At 

aQ, he carry'd his Folly fo far, that nothing 

would ferve him, but that Gyge\ y one of his chief 

Officers, fhould fee her hidden Beauties, that he 

might judge of rliem by his own Eyes; as if the 

Husband's own Knowledge of them was not fufli- 

cient for his Hnnprnefsj or, the Beauty of hU 

Wife would have fufler'd by his Silence. To this 

End, rhe Kinp; placed Cypres fecrerly in a c*f>nve- 

nient Place: Bur, notwithlhmding this Precaution, 

the Queen perceived him when he retirVj 5 yer 

took 
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took no Manner of Notice thereof. Juftly think- 
in*, however, as the Hittorian reprefents it, thac 
the moft valuable Trcafure of a Woman is her 
Modefty; flic itudy'd how to take a fignai Ven- 
geance for the Affront ihc had receiv'd; and, to 
punifh this Folly, and Want of Delicacy in herHus- 
band, committed a Crime of the dee pelt Dye. Pof - 
f,bly, a fecret Paffion for Gyges, had as great Share 
in that Action, as her Relentment for the Disho- 
nour done her. Be that as it will, flie fent for 
Gyres, and gave him his Choice,whether he would 
expiate his Offence, either by his own Death, or 
the Murder of Candaules. Gyges helitaied lome 
Moments thereupon; but, finding all Remon- 
ftrances to no Pur pole, readily determin'd upon 
the latter, as, no Doubt, the Queen expected j 
and, by the Murder of the unfortunate King, 
whofe Crime proceeded only from too violent a 
Love, became Matter both of his Queen, and 
Throne. By this Means, the Kingdom was tianf- 
laced from the Family of the Her ac li da, into that 
of the Mertmiades, after having been in PofleiTion 
of the former, five hundred and five Years, as we 

before obferv'd. 

This Story of Gyges, is told by Plato, in a very dif- 
ferent Manner : According to him, Gyges wose a 
Rincr, whofe Stone, when turn'd inwards towards 
himself, render'd him invifible ; infomuch, that 
he faw others, without being obferv'd himfelf : 
And by the Advantage of this Ring, together with 
the Concurrence of the Queen, he depriv'd Can- 
daules of his Life arid Throne. 

The Meaning of this Fable, probably, is ; that 
Gyges, in Order to compafs his criminal Defign, 
had Recourfe to ail thofe Tricks, and Stratagems, 
which the World terms a fubtle, and refin'd Po- 
licy ; and which dives into the moft fecret Pur- 
poses of Others, without making the leaft Difco- 
very of its own. 

This Story, thus explain'd, carries with it a 
^reater Appearance of Truth, than as it is told 
>y Herodotus. Cicero, who alfo relates this Fable, 
adds thereupon, that, if a good Man were M af- 
ter of fuch a Ring, he would not ufe it to any 
wicked Purpofe ; Decaufe good Men feek what 
is honeft, and juftj not what may be done in 
fecret. 

Candaules having been murder'd in the Manner 
before-mention'd, and Gyges afcending theThrone, 
the Lydians, as might have been expected, were 
divided' into two Parties ; however, inftead of 
coming to Blows, they agreed to refer the Matter 
to the Dccition of the Oracle at Dclphos, which 
declared in Favour of Gyger. No Doubt, the U- 
furpcr had iccur'd the Pricttcfs in his Intercft, by 
the Fromife of large Prefents, which had no fmall 
Influence upon the Oracle's Anfwer. Accordingly, 
Herodotus, amongft other valuable Prefents, made 
hy Gyges to that Temple, mentions fix Golden 
Cups, that wcigh'd thirty Talents, which is above 
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dys reign 'd forty- nine Years, and was fucceeded in 
theThrone, bySadyattcs, who declar'd War againft 
the Milefians, and laid Siege to their City, fn thole 
Days, the Sieges, which were generally nothing 
more than Blockades, were carry 'd on very flowiy, 
and lafted many Years: Accordingly, Sadyatt es 
dy'd, after having rei^n'd twelve Years, before he 
fmihVd that of Milctos, and was fucceeded by his 
Son, Halyattes, 



This is the Prince, who made War againft Cy~ 
axares, K.in^ of Media, as wc have before obfc > J; 
he likewife drove the Cimmerians out of s4jta$ 
and attack'd, and cook the Cicies of Smyrna and 
Clazomcfie. He alfo vi^oroufly profecuted the War 
againft the Milefians, begun b\ his Fachci h <--U 

wenr on with the -Sie^e of their City, which had 
laired lis. Years under hi* Facher, a .d eontinuu as 
many under him. ft wi J} it lcii^rii, co:;t.'uJcd 
in the following Manner: HuyMiJ*-, upon an An- 
f we r he rccc i v d ( V • j m the Delphi c O >■ \ ..\ , !•:>.!: e .# n 



an Embaffador into the City, to prop.;fe a T r 
for fome Months. 'I hi jfybulus, Tyrant of A 1: li- 
fts, having Notice of his Coming, ordsr'd all the 
Corn, and other Pi oviiions, which h..d been laid 
up by him, and his Subjects, for their Support, 
to be brought into the publick Market; and com- 
manded the Citizens, upon a certain Signal, that 
fhouid be t iven, to be all in general in a Humour of 
Feafting and Jollity. All this was exactly com- 
ply'd with, according to his Orders ; and the Ly- 
dian Embaflador, at his Arrival, was in the ut- 
moft Surprize, to fee fuch Plenty in the Market, 
and fuch Cheerful nefs in the Looks of every one. 
He did not fail to give his Mailer an Account 
thereof ; from whence Halyattcs concluding, that 
his Project of reducing the Place by Famine, would 
never fucceedj preferr'd Peace to fo fruitlefs a 
War, and immediately rais'd the Siege. 

The next Prince, who govern'd the Lydians, 
was the famous Crafus ; whofe very Name, which 
is become a Proverb, gives us an Idea, of a Mo- 
narch immenfely rich: In Effect, the Wealth cf 
this Prince, to judge of it only by the Prefents 
he made to the Temple of Dclphos, mutt have 
been exceflivcly great. ^ Moft of thofe Prefents 
were ftill to be feen, in the Time of Herodotus, 
and were worth fevcral Millions. We may, part- 
ly, account for the Treafures of this Prince, from 
certain Mines that he had, fituate (according to 
Strabo) between Pergamus and sitarncs\ as alfo, 
from the little River Patlolus, whofe Sand is faid 
to have been mix'd with Gold-Ouft; but, in 
Strabo 1 * Time, this River had loll: that Advan- 
tage. m 

This uncommon Affluence, however, which is 
fomething very extraordinary, did not enervate, 
or foften the Courage of C reef us ■ He thought it 
unworthy of a Prince, to fpend his Time in Idle- 
nefs, and Pleafure. W herefore, for his Part, he was 
. „ , „ perpetually in Arms ; making fevcral L.'oncjuclh;, 

fifty thotifand Pounds Sterling. ^ and enlarging his Dominions, by the Addition of 

Afloon as Gyges was in peaceable Porte fli on of all the contiguous Provinces j as, Pbngia, AJ\/fa, 
theThrone, he turn'd his Arms againft Miletos, Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Pamphylia\ and all the 
Smyrna, and Colophon, three powerful Cities, be- Country of the Car i am, Ionian s, Dorians, and 

/Eolians. Accordingly, Herodotus obferves, that 
he was the fir It Conqueror of the Greeks \ who, 
till then, had never been fnbjecr. to a foreign 
Power : But, undoubtedly, he muft mean only 
thofe Greeks j that were fettled in djta Mini)}. 



was lucceeacu by his ion, arrays ; in whole l< 
the Cimmerians, who had been driven out of 
Country by the &cyth<e Nomada, invaded sJjia 
Minor, and reducYl the City of Sardis, but could 
not make themfelves Mailers of the Citadel. Jr- 



However, there \n yet one Thing more extra- 
ordinary in this Prince ; which is, that, norwith- 

U Hand- 
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{landing he was fo immenfely lich, and fo great 
a Warrior ; yet, his chief Delight was in Litera- 
ture, and the Sciences. His Court was the ordi- 
nary Refidence of thofe famous Learned Men, fo 
reverM by Antiquity, and diilinguiuVd by the 
Name of the Seven wife -Men of Greece. 

Solon, one of the moit celebrated amongft them, 
after having eftablinVd newLaws at-Vr/vzu, thought 
he might abfent himfelf for fome Years, and im- 
prove that Time by travelling : Accordingly, he 
went to S arch's, where he was received in a Man- 
ner fuitablc to the Reputation of fo great a Man. 
Crafts, attended by a numerous Court, appear'd 
in all his Regal Pomp and Splendor, drefs'd in 
the moft magnificent Apparel, and ihining all 
over with Gold, and glittering with Diamonds. 
Not withfta nding the Novelty of this Sight to So- 
lon, it did not appear, that he was the lcaft movYl 
at it; or that he utrer'd a Word, which difcover'd 
the leaft Surprize, or Admiration : On the con- 
trary, People of Senfe might furficiendy difcern, 
from his Behaviour, that he look'd upon all this 
outward Pomp, [as an Indication of a little Mind, 
which knows not in what true Greatnefs and Dig- 
nity confifts. This Coldnefs and indifference in 
Solon, at his firfl Appearance, gave the King no 
favourable Opinion oi his new Gueft. 

Being willing, however, to try him yet farther, 
he afterwards order'd all his Treafures, with his 
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themfelves ; and drew their Mother's Chariot to 
the Temple, which was above five Miles dif- 
tant. Ail the Mothers of the Place, ravinVd 
with Admiration, congratulated the Prieftefs 
on the Piety of her Sons ; whilft flic in the Tran- 
fports of her Joy, and Thankfulnefs, earnetlly 
intreated the Goddcfs, to reward her Children 
with the belt Thing that Heaven could give to 
Man. Her Prayers were heard ; when the Sa- 
crifice was over, her cwo Sons fell afleep in the 
very Temple, and there died, in a fbfc and 
peaceful Slumber : And in Honour of their 
Piety, the People of drgos confecrated Statues 
to them in the Temple of Delphos. " 
" What then (fays drafts, in a Tone that (hew- 
ed his Difcontent) you don't reckon me in the 
Number of the Happy ? " Upon which, Solon, 
who was noc willing either to flatter, or exaspe- 
rate him any farther, reply'd calmly; " King of 
t€ Lydia, befides many other Advantages, the Gods 
'* have given us Grecians a Spirit of Moderation 
<c and Sobriety} which has produced amongft us 
" a plain, popular Kind of Philofophy, accom- 
panied with a certain Freedom and Boldnefs, 
,c without Pride or Oftentation, and therefore noc 
** well fuited to the Courts of Kings: This Phi- 
t( lofophy, confidering to what an infinite Number 
cc of viciflitudes and Accidents the Life of Man is 
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magnificent Apartments, and coftly Furniture, to 
be lhewn him ; expelling, by this pompous Dif- 
play of his innumerable fine Veffels, Jewels, Sta- 
tues, and Paintings, to get the Better of the Phi- 
lofopher's Indifference. But, all this was notC/vr- 
fts ; and it was Crafts, whom Solon had come to 
vifit, and not the empty Pageantry of his Palace. 
That wife Philofopher had no Notion of forming 
a Judgment of the King, or an Eftimate of his 
Worth, by thefe outward Appendages, but only 
by himfelf, and his own perfonal Qualities. Were 
we to judge now by the fame Rule, we fhould 
find many of our Great Men wretchedly naked 
and miferable. 

After Solon had been {hewn all, he was brought 
back to Crafts j who ask'd him, Who was the 
the happieft Man, he had met with in all his 
Travels ? Imagining, no Doubt, the Philofopher 
would have mcr.tion'd him. But, contrary to his 
Expectation, Solon anfwer'd : c< One Tellu s, a Ci- 
<• tizen of Athens, a very honeft, and good Manj 
who had iiv'd all his Days without Indigence j 
had always feen his Country in a flourishing 
Condition ; had Children, that were univerfally 
efteem'd ; and, having had the Satisfaction of 
feeing thofe Childrens Children, at laft, dy'd 
glorioufly, in fighting for his Country." 
Such an Anfwer as this, in which Gold and Sil- 
ver were accounted as Nothing, feem'd, to Gra- 
fts, to argue a ftrange Ignorance and Stupidity. 
However, as he flatcer'd himfelf with the Hopes 
of being rank'd in the fecond Degree of Happi- 
nefs; he ask'd him, "Who, of all thofe he had 
'< feen, was the next in Felicity to Tcllus?" So- 
lon anfwer'd, ' ' Chobis, and Hi ton, of Argosy two 
Bro'hers, who had left behind them a perfect 
Pattern of fraternal Affection, and of the Ke- 
fpe :t due from Children to their Parents. Upon 
a lolcmn Feftival, when their Mother, who 
was a Priellefs of Juno, was to go ro the Tem- 
ple, the Oxen, that were to draw her, not be- 
ing ready, the two Sons took the Yoke upon 
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" liable, does not allow us either to glory in a.iy 
" Profperity we enjoy ourfelves, or to admire thac 
Happineis in others, which perhaps may prove 
only tranfient, or fuperficial. " From hence 
Solon took Occafion to rcprefent to him farther, 
€S That the Life of Man feldom exceeds feventy 
tc Years, which make up in all fix choufand two 
tr hundred and fifty Days, of which, two are not 
rc exaftly alike : So that the Time to come is no- 
t€ thing but a Series of various Accidents which 
Cf cannot be forefeen. Therefore, in our Opinion, 
cr (continued he) no Man can be efteemed happy, 
€t but he, whofe Happinefs God continues to the 
*' End of his Life: As for others, who are per- 
cr petually expofed to a thoufand Dangers, we 
" account their Happinefs as uncertain, as the 
" Crown is to a Perfon, that is ftill engaged in 
C€ Battle, and has noc yet obtained the victory. " 
Having thus faid, Solon retired, having only mor- 
tify 'd Crafts, and not reformed him by this ad- 
mirable Leflbn. 

Mfop, the Author of the Fables, was then at 
the Court of this Prince, by whom he was very 
kindly entertained ; and being concerned at the un- 
handlome Treatment Solon received, faid to him 
by Way of Advice j " Solon, we muft either not 
*• come near Princes at all, or fpeak Things that 
" are agreeable to them. Say rather (reply'd AV 
i€ Ion) that we mould either not come near them 
t€ at all, or elfc fpeak fuch Things a9 may be for 
« their Good. " 
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In Plutarc]& Time, fome of the Learned 
of Opinion, that this Interview between Solon and 
Crafts did not agree wirh the Dates of Chrono- 
logy. But as thofe Dates are very uncertain, that 
judicious Author did not think this Objection ought 
to prevail again ft the Authority of fcveral credible 
Writers, by whom this Story is atteftcd. 

What we have now related of Crasfts, is a very 
natural Picture of the Behaviour of' Kings, and 
Great Men, who for the moft Part are feduced by 
Flattery ; and fliews u.s ut the fame Time the two 
Sources from whence that Blind uefs generally pro- 
ceeds 
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ceeds. The one is, a fecret Inclination in all Men, 
but efpecially the Great, to receive Praife without 
any Precaution 5 and to judge favourably of all 
that admire them, or that ihew an unlimited Sub- 
mifllon and Complaifance to their Humours. The 
orher is, the great Refemblance there is between 
Flattery, and a {incere Affection, or arcafonable 
Refpe&j which is fometimes counterfeited fo ex- 
actly, that the wifeft may be deceived, if they are 
not very much upon their Guard. 

Crajus, if we judge of him by the Character he 
bears in Hiftory, was a very good Prince, and 
worthy of Efteem in many Refpecls. He had 
Abundance of Good-nature, Affability, • and Hu- 
manity. His Palace was a Receptacle for Men of 
Wit and Learning j which ftiews, that he himfelf 
was a Perfon of Learnings and had a Talle for the 
Sciences. His Weakncfs was, in laying too great 
a Screfs upon Riches and Magnificence ; in think- 
ing himfelf great and happy in Proportion to his 
Polfeflions ; in miftaking regal Pomp and Splen- 
dor for true and folid Greatnefs; and in feeding 
his Vanity with the cxcefliveSubmiffions of thofe, 
that flood in a Kind of Adoration before. him. 

Thofe Learned Men, thofe Wits, and the other 
Courtiers, that furrounded this Prince, eat at his 
Table, partook of his Pleafures, fhared his Confi- 
dence, and enriched themfelves by his Bounty and 
Liberality, took care not to differ from the Prince's 
Tafte; and never attempted to undeceive him, 
with Refpect to his Errors, or falfe Ideas. On the 
contrary, they made it their Bufinefs to cherilh 
and fortify chem in him ; extolling him perpetually 
as the moft opulent Prince of his Age, and never 
fpeaking of his Wealth, or the Magnificence of 
his Palace, but in Terms of Admiration and Rap- 
ture; becaufe this was the fure Way to pleafe 
him, and to fecure his Favour. For Flattery is 
nothing elfe but a Commerce of Falftiood and Ly- 
ing, founded upon Intercft on one Side, and Va- 
nity on the other. The Flatterer has a Mind to 
advance himfelf, and to make his Fortune ; the 
Prince has a Mind to be praifed and admired, be- 
caufe he is his own firft Flatterer, and carries in 
his own Bread a more fubtle and better prepared 
Poifon, than any that is given him. 

That Speech of Mfop % who had formerly been 
a Slave, and ft ill retained fomewhat of the Spirit 
and Character of Slavery, though he had varniihed 
it over with the Addrefs of an artful Courtier j 
that Speech of his, we fay, to Solon, t€ That we 
€< fhould either not come near Kings, or fay what 
" is agreeable to them," (hews us with what 
Kind or Men Crcefus had filled hjs Court; and by 
what Means he had baniflied all Sincerity, Inte- 
grity, and Truth from his Prefcnce. Therefore, 
we lee, he could not bear that noble and generous 
F reedom in the Philofopher, upon which he ought 
to have fet an infinite Value ; as he would have 
done, had he but underftood the Worth of a Friend, 
who, attaching himfelf to the Perfon, and not to 
the Fortune of a Prince, has the Courage to tell 
him difagreeable Truths ; Truths unpalatable, and 
bitter to Self-love, at the prefent, but which may 
prove very falutary and ierviceable for the Fu- 
ture. Die Mis, twn quod volant audirc, fid quod 
audijfe femfer volcnt. Thefc are Seneca'* Words, 
where he is endeavouring to (hew, of what great 
ufe a faithful and (incere Friend may be to a Princ : 
And what he adds farther feema to be written on 
I urpofe for Crwfus : « Give him (fays he) whole- 
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fome Advice. Let a Word of Truth once reach 
thofe Ears, which are perpetually fed and en- 
tertained with Flattery. You'll ask me, what 
Service can be done to a Perfon arrived at the 
higheft Pitch of Felicity ? It will teach him not 
to truft in his Profpcrity ; it will remove that 
vain Confidence he has in his Power and Great- 
nefs, as if they were always to laft j make him 
underftand, that every Thing, which belongs 
to, and depends upon Fortune, is as unftable 
as herfelf 5 and that there is often but a Mo- 
ments Interval, between the higheft Elevation 

and the loweft downfal. " 

To return to Crcefus, it was not long before he 
bitterly experienced the Truth of what Solon had 
told him. He had two Sons 9 one of which being 
dumb, was a perpetual Subject of Atfiiction to 
him ; the other, named Aeys, diftinguifhed him- 
felf by all Kinds of good Qualities, and was his 
great Confolation and Delight. The Father dream'd 
one Night (which made a great Impreffion upon 
his Mind) that this beloved Son of his was Co pe- 
rifh by Iron. Behold a new Source of Anxiety 
and Trouble/ Upon this, Care is taken to remove 
out of the young Prii.cc's Way, every Thing made 
of Iron, as Partizans, Lances, Javelins, &c. No 
Mention is made of Armies, Wars, or Sieges, be- 
fore him. But it happening one Day, that there 
was an extraordinary Hunting-match, for the kill- 
ing of a wild Boar, which had committed great 
Ravage in the Neighbourhood, at which all the 
young Lords of the Court were to be, Atys very 
earneitly importuned his Father, that he would 
give him Leave to be prefent, at Ieaft, as a Specta- 
tor. The King, not being able to refufe him fo 
fmall, and not unreafonabK: a Requeft, gave him 
Leave to go, under the Care of a difcreet young 
Prince, who had taken Refuge in his Court, and 
was named si draft us : And this very Adrajius, as 
he was aiming to fling his Javelin at the Boar, 
unfortunately killed Atys. 'Tis irapoflible to ex- 
prefs either the Affliction of the Father, when he 
heard of this fatal Accident j or of the unhappy 
Prince, the innocent Author of the Murder ; and 
who expiated the undefigned Error of his Hand, 
with his Blood, dabbing himfelf in the Breaft, 
with his own Sword, upon the Funeral-Pile of the 
unfortunate Atys. 

Two Years were fpent on this Occafion in deep 
Mourning j the afflicted Father's Thoughts being 
wholly taken up with the Lofs he had fuirained. 
But the growing Reputation, and great Qualities of 
Cyrus, who began then to make himfelf known, 
rouzed him out of his Lethargy. He thought it 
behoved him to put a Stop to the Power of the 
Pcrjians, which was enlarging itfelf every Day. 
As he was very religious in his Way, he would 
never enter upon any Enterprise, without confut- 
ing the Gods. But, that he might not act blindly., 
but might be able to form a certain Judgment of 
the A rowers he (hould receive, he was willing to 
aflure himfelf before- hand of the Truth of their 
Oracles. To this End he fent Meflengers to all 
the moll: celebrated Oracles, both of Greece and 
Africa % with Orders to enquire, every one at his 
refpedive Oracle, what Crcefus was doing on fueh 



a Day, and fuch an Hour, which had been previ- 
oufly agreed on. His Orders were punctually ob- 
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ferved ; and of all the Oracles, none gai 
Anfwer but that of De/phos. The Aniwcr 
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fe£V, as follows. / know the Number of the Grains 
of Sand en the Sea-Jhore, and the Meafure of the 
Ocean* s va/i Extend I can hear the Dumb, and 
him that has not yet learnt to /peak. -4 firong Smell 
of ' a Toitoifc boiled in U raj's, together with Shup^s 
Fhjh, has t cached my Kofi ri 'is, Brajs beneath, 
Brafs above. And indeed the King, chinking to 
invent fomcching, that could noc poflibly be 
guefled at, had employed hirnfelf, on the Day 
and Hour fee down, in boiling a Tortoife and a 
Lamb in a Brafs Pot, which had a Brafs Cover. 
St. Aujliu obferves in feveral Places, that God, to 
puniih the Blindnefs of the Pagans, fomctimes 
permitted the Devils to give Anfwers conformable 
to the Truth. 

Crcefus, thus allured of the God's Veracity, whom 
he dengned to confult, offered three thouland Vic- 
tims to his Honour; and ordered an infinite Num- 
ber of VeiTels, Tripods, and golden Tables, to 
be melced down, and converted into Ingots of 
Gold, to the Number of an hundred and feven- 
teen, to augment the Treafures of the Delphic 
Temple. Each of thefe Ingots weighed at leaft 
two Talents ; befides which, he made feveral other 
Prcfents : -Among others, Herodotus mentions a 
golden Lion, weighing ten Talents, and two Vef- 
iels of an extraordinary Bignefs, one of Gold, which 
weighed eight Talents and an Half, and twelve 
JS'Iina y the ocher of Silver, which contained fix 
hundred of their Mcafures, called Jtmphor*. All 
thefe Prefents, and many more, which for Bre- 
vity's Sake we omit, were ftill to be feen in the 
Time of Herodotus. 

The MefTengers were ordered to confult the God 
upon two Points 5 firft, whether Crcefus mould un- 
dertake a War againft the Perfians ; fecondly, if 
he did, whether he ftiould require the Succour of 
any auxiliary Troops. The Oracle anfwercd upon 
the firft Article ; that if he carried his Arms a- 
gainft the Perfians, he would overthrow a great 



Empire j upon the fecond, that he would do well 
to make Alliances with the mod powerful States 
of Greece. Heconfultcd the Oracle again, to know 
how long would be the Duration of his Empire. 
The Aniwer was; it ihould fubiitt till fuchTime, 
as a Mule came to potfefs the Throne of Media ■ 

Which he flattered hirnfelf meant that ic would 
la it for ever. 

Purfuant then to the Direction of the Oracle, 
Crcefus entered in:o Alliance with the Athenian*, 
who at that Time had Piffiratus at cheir Head ; 
and with the Lacedemonians, who were indisput- 
ably the two moft powerful States of Greece. 

A certain Lydian, however, who was much 
cfteemed for his Prudence, ga ve Ct asjils on this Oc- 
cafion very judicious Advice. " O Prince, (;ays 
he to him) why do you think of turning )our 
Arms againft fuch a People as the Pet flans, 
who, beirig born in a wild, rugged Country, 
are inur'd from their Infancy to all Sorts of 
Hardflups and Fat igues 5 who bci ng coarfei y clad , 
and coarfely fed, can content thcmieJvts wnh 
Bread and Water; who are abfolutc lira, gora 
to all the Delicacies and Conveniencies of Life; 
who, in a Word, have nothing to loofe, if you 
conquer them, and every-thing to gain, if they 
conquer you ; and whom it would be very dif- 
ficult to drive out of our Country, if they Ihould 
once come to tafte the Sweets and Advantages 
thereof. So far therefore from thinking of be- 
ginning a War againft them, 'tis my Opinion, 
we ought to thank the Gods, that they have 
never put it into the Heads of the Perjians to 
come and attack the Lydtans. " But Crcefus 
had taken his Refolution, and would not be di- 
verted from it. 

What remains of the Hiftory of this unfortu- 
nate Prince, will be interwoven with that of Cy- 
rus, upon which we fhail now enter. 
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CHAP. IX. 
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Hiftory of Cyrus the Great; the Perfians Manner of 



after the fame Mi 



iftanccs of his fine Genius and Wx 



a 



ft Campaign ; His Father s pie hjlr unions to him, before he ft out fo 
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who bad revolted ; His ge- 



nerous Behaviour to a young, and beautiful Princcfs, his Prifoncr ; His Marring 
Mundane, Heirefs to the Kingdom of the Medes ; His fecond Campaign ; He c 
defeats Croefus, and makes him Prifonc, ; His h feeing, and taking Babylon : Hi 



aft 
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Medes, and Perfians ; His Death, and Character. 



:jfion ; His uniting the two Kingdoms of th 



The History of CYRUS the Great. 

HE Hiftory of this Prince is very difte- this Refpecl: than the former: However, as to 

rently related by Herodotti and Xcttophon ; thofc Facls wherein they differ, we (hall relate 

and we choofe to follow the Latter, as alio fuccinftly the Account given thereof by Hc- 

judging him infinitely more worthy of Credit in rodotus, and leave our Readers at Liberty to judge 



The H I S T 0 RY„ of CYRUS, the Great. 
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£ x thcmfelvcs, which beft dcfcrvcs 
Xwophon, it is well known, that he fcnrtl long 
under Cyrus the lounger % . who had in his Army 
areat Numbers of Perftan Noblemen, wich whom 
Siis Author, undoubtedly, convers'd,- in Order to 
acquaint himfelf thereby with their Manners, Cul- 
toms, andConquefts in general} but more efpecialiy 
with thofe of that Great Prince, who had founded 
their Monarchy ; and whofe Hiftory he proposed 
to write. He even tells us as much himfelf, in 
trie Beginning of his Cyroped/a : Having always 
look'd upon this Great Man (fays he) as worthy 
of Admiration, I took a Plea lure to inform my- 
felf of his Birth, his natural Temper, and Educa- 
tion ; that I might know by what Means he bc- 
carrie fo great a Prince : And herein t ad vance no- 
thing but what has been told me by Pcrfons or 
Credit and Veracity. 

.As to what Cicero fays, in his firfl: Letter to his 
Brother Sgintus f " That Xenophonh Defign, in 
€Z writing the Hiftory of Cyrus, was not fo much 

to followTruth, as to give a Model of a juft Go- 
*' ; vernment.; " this ought not to leflen the Autho- 
rity of that judicious Hiftorian, or make us give 
the lefs Credit to what he relates. All that can 
be inferr'd from thence is, that the Defign of Xe- 
nophon* who was a great Philofopher, as well as 
a great Captain, was not merely to write the Hif- 
tory of Cyrus; but to reprefenc him as a Model, 
and Example to Princes, to inftruc"r. them in the 
Art of Reigning, and of gaining the Love of 
their Subjects, notwithstanding the Pomp and E- 
levation of their Stations. With this View, he 
may poffibly have lent his Hero fome Thoughts, 
fome Sentiments, and Difcourfes of his own : But 
the Subftance of the Facts and Events he relates 
are to be deem'd true* and of this their Confor- 
mity with the Holy Scripture is of itfelf a fuffici- 
ent Proof. 



Cyrus was admirably beautiful in his Perfon 5 
and ftill more lovely, for the Qualities of his^ 
Mind : He was of a. fweet Difpofition, full of 
Good-Nature and Humanity, had a great Defire 
to. learn, and a nob'c Ardor for Glory. Pie was 
never afraid of any Danger, or difcourag'd by any 
Hardfhip, or Difficulty, where Honour was to be* 
acquir'd $ haying been rtrictly. brought up, accor- 
ding to the Laws and Cuftoms of the Pcriians ; 
which were excellent in thofe Days, efpecially, 
with Refpecl to Education. 

The publick Good, the common Eenefit of the 
Nation, was the only Principle, and End of all 
their Laws: And the Education of Children was 
look'd upon as one of the moft important Duties, 
and moir. elicntial Parts of Government : It was 
not left, therefore, to the Care of Fathers ai.d 
Mothers, whofe blind Afteclion, and Fondnefs, of- 
ten renders them incapable of that Office ; but the 
State took it upon themfcives. Boys were all 
brought up in common, alter one uniform Man- 
ner; where every Thing was regulated, the Place, 
and Length of their Exercifes; the Times of Eat- 
ing; the Quality of their Meat, and Drink ; and 
their different Kinds of Punimments. The only 
Food aliow'd either the Children, or the young 
Men, was Bread, CrefTes, and Water; for they 
were refolv'd to accuftom them early to Tempe- 
rance, and Sobriety : Befides, they confider'd, thac 
a plain, frugal Diet, without any Mixture of 
Sauces, or Ragoo's, irrengthen'd the Body, and 
laid a Foundation of Health, which would enable 
them to undergo the Hardfhips and Fatigues of 
War to a good Old- Age. 

Here Boys went to School, to learn Juftice, and 
Virtue, as they do, in other Places, to learn Arts 
and Seicnces $ and the Crime, which was moft fe- 



vercly punifh^ amongft them, was Ingratitude. 

The Defign of the Perjia?is, by all thefe wife 
Regulations, was to prevent Evil; being convinced, 
how much better it is to prevent Faults, than to 



For the greater Perfpicuity, we fhall divide the 
Hiftory of Cyrus into three Parts. The firft will .„ . . , , - . . - , 

reach from his Birth to the Siege of Babylon : The ? un1 ^ chcm : £ n .^ er "u' ^ °* cr ScaCeS ' £ hc 
fecond will comprehend the Defcription of the L^iflators^rcjacisfy d with ordaining proper Pu- 

Siege, and the taking of that City, with every 
Thing elfe that relates to that great Event : And 
the third will contain that Prince's Hiftory, from 
the taking of Babylon to his Death. 

The firft Interval, befides his Education, and 



the Journey he made to his Grandfather ^Jiyages 

in Media, includes the firft Campaigns of Cyrus, 

and the important Expeditions that were lubfe- 
quent to them. 

He was the Son of Cambyfcs, King of Ter/ia, 
and of Mandane, Daughter to u4jlya§cs, King of 
the Mcdes. He was born one Year alter his Uncle 
Cyaxarcs, the Brother of Mundane. 

The Perfsans confifted, at this Time, of twelve 
Tribes, and inhabited only one Province of that 
vaft Country; which has rince been call'd by the 
Name of Pcrftd\ and were not, in all, above an 
hundred and twenty thouiand Men. But this Peo- 
ple afterwards, through the Wifdom, and Valour 
or Cyrus, having acquir'd the Empire of the Eajl, 
the Name of 'l J er/ia extended itfelf, with their 
Conqucfts, and Fortune, and comprehended all 
that vaft Tra£t of Land, which reaches from Eajl 
Jp Weft, from the River Indus to the Tigris ; and 
y 01 ? M°rtb to South, from the Ciifpian bea to the 
imUan Ocean. And, even to this Day, the Perftan 
Empire is almoft of the fame Extent. 

Nli M II. Vf, 



nifhmcnts for Criminals, the Pcrjia?is endeavour'd 
fo to order it, that amongft them there fliould not 
be any. 

Till the .Age of fixtccn, or feventeenYears, the 
Boys remained in the Clafs of Children $ and here 
it was they lcarn'd to draw the Bow, and to fiing 
the Dart, or Javelin ; after which, they were re- 
ceived into the Clals of young Men. There they 
were more narrowly watch'd, and kept under, 
than before ; becaufe, that Age requires the nar- 



during which Time, thev pafs\l all their Nights 
in the Court of Guard, as well for the Safety of 
the City, as to inure them to Fatigue. In the 
Day-Time, they waited upon their Governors, to 
receive their Orders; attended the King, when he 
went a hunting} or perfected themfelves in their 
Exercifes. 

The third Clafs confifted of Men grown up, 
and form'd $ and in this they remain'd twenty-five 
Years. From hence they chofe out all the Officers, 
that were to command in the Troops \ and all 
fuch as were to fill up the different Ports, and 
Employments in the State. When once they were 
paft fifty, they were not obliged to carry Arms, 
unlcfs in their own Country, and for its immediate 
Defence. 

X Be- 
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Befides thefc* there was a fourth, or laftClafs; 
from whence Men or* the greatclt Wifdom, and 
Experience, were c ho fen, for forming of the 
publick Council, and filling che Courts of Judica- 
ture- By this Means, every Citizen might aim 
.at the chief Fofts in the Government ; but not one 
could arrive at them, till he had pals' J through 
all thefe Excrcifes. The Claifes were open to all ; 
but generally fuch only, as were rich enough to 
maintain their Children without working, lent 
them thither for Education. 

Cyrus himfclf was educated in this Manner; 
and furpafsM all of his Age, not only in his Apt- 
nefs, and Readinefs to lear» ; but in his Courage, 
and Addrefs, in executing whatever he took in 
Hand. 

When Cyrus was twelve Years old, his Mother 
Mandanc took bim with her into Media, to his 
Grandfather, sJftyagcs ; who, from the manyThings 
he had faid in 'Favour of that young Prince,_ had 
:i o-rcat Deli re to fee him. Young Cyrus found 
the Manners of that Court very different from 
thole of his own Country. Nothing but Pride, 
Luxurv, and Magnificence rcign'd there ; 4flyagcs 
himfeff was richly cloathM, had his Eyes coloured, 
his Face painted, and his Hair embellim'd with 
artificial Locks. For, the Medfs delighted in Ef- 
feminacy, and Sofcncfs ; lov'd to be clad in Scarlet, 
and to wear Necklaces, and Bracelets ; whereas, 
the Vcrjisns wore nothing but plain and coarfe 
Garments. All this Finery, however, did not af- 
fect that young Prince ; who, without taking up- 
on him to condemn their Manners, was contented 
to live as he had been brought up, and adhcr'd to 
the Principles he had imbib'd from his Infancy. 
His Grandfather was in Raptures at his Sprightli- 
nefs, and Wit, and he gain'd e very-body's Favour, 
bv his noble, and engaging Behaviour; of which 
we fhall only give one lnftance, whereby we may 
form a tolerable, Judgment of his uncommon Vi- 
vacity, and good Senle. 

Jljlyagcs, having a Mind his Grandfon fhould 
be unwilling to return home, made a fumptuous 
Entertainment, in which there was a vaft Plenty, 
ar.d Profuiion of cveryThing tfiat was nice, and 
delicate; imagining, this would render his Stay in 
Media agreeable; and confequer.tly, that he would 
be loth to leave it. But Cyrus beheld all this ex- 
quiiite Cheer and magnificent Preparation with 
great Indifference ; at which, obferving thatv$?j- 
,;ges was furprizM; ce The Perjians (fays he) in- 
**" ftead of going fuch a round-about Way to fatis- 
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fy their Hunger, take a much fhorter Courfe to 
arrive at the fame End; a little Bread, and 
Creftes, with them anfwer the fame Purpofe." 
Thereupon, ^fjiyages, defiring Cyrus to difpofe of 
all the Meats, as he thought fit, he immediately 
diftributed them to the King's Officers, that were 
attending; to one, becaufe he taught him to ride; 
to another, becaufe he waited well upon his Grand- 
father ; and to a third, becaufe he took great Care 
of his Mother : In fhort, Sacas, the King's Cup- 
Bearer, was the only Perfon, to whom he did not 
give anyThing. 1 his Officer, befides the Poft of 
Cup-Bearer, was the Perfon, whofe Place it was to 
introduce thofe, who denVd Audience of the King; 
and, as he could not poflibly grant that Favour to 
Cyrus, as often as he wanted it, he had the Mis- 
fortune to difpleafc that Prince ; who took this 
Occafion to (hew his Refcntment. As Myages tcfti- 
fv 9 A fome Concern at the Neclecl: ofthis Officer* 
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for whom he had a particular Consideration; and 
who deferv'd it, as he faid, on Account of; the 
wonderful Addrefs, with which he ferv'd him. 
•* Is chat all, c Pafa ? ( reply'd Cyrus) if that be 
<e fufficient to merit your Favour, you (hall fee 
I'll quickly obtain it ; for, I'll take upon me to 
ferve you better than be. 35 Immediately *h e 
was equipp'd as a Cup-Bearer, and advancing 
gravely, with a ferions Countenance, and a Napkin 
upon his Arm s , and holding the Cup genteely with 
three Fingers, he prefented it to the King with an 
Adclrefs, and Grace, that charm'd hoth dftyages, 
and Mandiine. When he had done* he flung him- 
fclf upon his Grandfather's Neck, and. killing him, 
cry'd out with great Joy ; " O Sad as, thou art 
6t undone; I (hall deprive thee of thy Place." 
Hereupon, jiftyages embrae'd him with- great 
Fondncfs, and faid : "I am mighty well pleas'd, 
cc my dear Child : No-body can ferve with a bet- 
€c tcr Grace: But, you have forgot one effential 
• c Ceremony, which is that of Tailing." And, 
indeed, the Cup-Bearer us'd to pour out fome of 
the Liquor, and tafte it, before he prefented "it 
to the King* cc No (reply'd Cyrus) it was not 
through Forgetful nefs, that I omitted that Ce- 
" remony. Why then (fays SjJI ages) what Rca- 
" fon had you to negle£t it? Becaufe I appre- 
« hended there was Poiion in the Liquor. Poifon, 
" Child ? How could you think fo ? Yes ; Poifon, 

* Papa ; for, not long ago, at an Entertain mcut 
il you gave to the Lords of your Court, after the 

* Guefts had drank a little of that Liquor, I 
H perceiv'd all their Heads were turn'd : They 
€i lung, made a Noifc ; and talk'd they did not 
* f know what : You feem'd yourfelf to have for- 
" got you were King, and they that they were 
" Subjects; and when you would have dane'd, 
4S you could not ftand upon your Legs. Why 
" (fays djlyages) have" you never feen the fame 
tl Thing happen to your Father? No, never 
Ci (fays Cyrus.) What then ? How is it with him, 
u when he drinks? Why, when he has drank, his 
" Thirft is quench'd, and that's all." 

We cannot too much admire the Skill of the 
Hiftorian, in his giving fuch an excellent Leffon 
of Sobriety in this Story. He might have done 
it in a ferious, grave Way, and have fpoken with 
the Air of a Philofopher : For, Xenophon, as much 
a Warrior as he was, was as excellent a Philofo- 
pher, as his Mafter Socrates • But, inftead of that, 
he puts the Inftru&ion in the Mouth of a Child, 
and conceals it under the Veil of a Story ; which, 
in the Original, is told with all the Wit, and A- 
greeablenefs imaginable. 

At laft, Mandane, being upon the Point of re- 
turning to Petjta, Cyrus joyfully comply 'd with 
the repeated Inftances his Grandfather had made 
to him to flay in Media-, being defirous,. as he 
faid, to perfect himfelf in the Art of Riding, of 
which he was not yet Mafter; and which was not 
known in Perfia 7 where the Barrennefs of the 
Country, and its craggy mountainous Situation, 
render'd it unfit for the breeding of Horfes. 

During the Time of his Refidcnce at this Court, 
his Behaviour procur'd him infinite Love and E- 
ftecm. He was gentle, affable, officious, benefi- 
cent, and generous. Whenever the young Lords 

had any Favour to ask of the King, Gyrus, was 
their Soliicitor ; and, if his Grandfather had any 
Subject of Complaint againft them, Cyrus was their 

Mediator 5 their Affairs became his ; and he al- 
ways 
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ways manag'd them fo well, chat he obtain'd what- 
ever he deur'd. 

When that young Prince had attain'd the Age 
'of fixtecn, Evil-Merodach, Son of Nebuchadnezzar, 
thought fit, at a Hunting- Match, a little before 
his Marriage, in Order to fliew his Bravery, to 
make an Irruption into the Territories of the 
Medes ; which oblig'd djlyagcs to take the Field, 
to oppofe the Invader. Here it was, that Cyrus 
follow'd his Grandfather, and ferv'd hisAppren- 
ticefnip in War; wherein he bchav'd himfelf fb 
well, that the Victory, which the Medes gain'd 
over the Babylonians* was chiefly owing to his 

Valour. 

The Year after, his Father recalling him, that 
he might finifh his Time in the Per/ran Exercifes, 
he departed immediately from the Court of Me- 
dia, that neither his Father, nor his Country, might 
have any Room to complain of his Delay. Upon 
this Occafion, it was feen how much he was be- 
loved ; for, at his Departure, he was accompany'd 
by all Sorts of People, young and old. utijlyages 
himfelf conducted him a good Part of his Journey 
on Hprfe-Back ; and when the fad Moment came, 
that they muft part, the whole Company were 
bath'd in Tears. 

Thus Cyrus return'd into his own Country, and 
re-enter'd the Clafs of Children, wherein he con* 
tinu'd a Year longer. His Companions, after his 
long Rcfidencc in fo voluptuous, and luxurious a 
Court, as that of the Medes, expected to find a 
reat Change in his Manners. But, when they 
;ound, that he was content with their ordinary- 
Table; and that, when he was prefent at any En- 
tertainment, he was more fober, and temperate, 
than any of the Company, they look'd upon him 
with frelh Admiration. 

From this firft Clafs he pafs'd into the fecond, 
which is the Clafs of Youths; and there it quickly 
appcar'd, that he had not his Equal in Dexterity, 
Addrefs, Patience, and Obedience. 

Ten Years after, he was admitted into the Mens 
Clafe, wherein he rcmain'd thirteen Years, till the 
Time he fet out at the Head of a Per/fan Army, 
to affift his Uncle Cyaxares* 

^4/iyages, King of the Medes, dying, after ha- 
ving reign'd thirty-five Years, was fucceeded by 
his bon, Cyaxares, Brother to Mandane, the Mo- 
ther of Cyrus ; who was no fooner on theThrone, 
than he was engag'd in a terrible War. He had 
been inforrn'd, that NerigHjfor, King of the Ba- 
bylonians, was preparing a powerful Army to at- 
tack him; that he had already engag'd feve- 
ral Princes on his Side; and amongft Others, Crtv- 
ftts, King ofLydiai that he had likewife fent Em- 
baffadors to the King of the Indies, in Order to 
infufe bad Impreflions into his Mind of the 
Medes, audPer/tatts ; by reprefenting to him, how 
dangerous a clofer Alliance, and Union, between 
twoNations, already fo powerful, might be ; fince 
they might, in the End, fubduc all the Nations 
around them, if a vigorous Oppofition was not 
made to the Progrcfs of their Power. Cyaxares, 
therefore, difpatch'd McfTengcrs to Cambyfes, to 
defiro Succours from him ; and ordcr'd them fo to 

nd of 

, h was 

f u X ODtum ' c ': And, alfoon aa it was known, 
that Cyrus was to march at the Head of theAr- 
£»y, thu Joy wa« univerfal throughout all the 
forces. Thifl Army confifrcd but of thirty thou- 
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fand Men, all Infantry (for the Perpans had then 
no Cavalry) but they were all chofeu Men, and 
fuch as had been rais'd after a particular Manner. 
Firft of all, Cyrus chofe out of the Nobility two 
hundred of the braveft Officers, each of which was 
ordcr'd to choofe out four more of the fame Sort, 
which made a Thoufand in all : And thefe were 
the Officers, that were call'd (in Greek) Homotimo:? 
and who fignaliz'd themfelves, afterwards, fo glo- 
rioufly upon all Occafions. Every one of this 
Thoufand was appointed to raife among the Peo- 
ple ten Pike- Men lightly arm'd, ten Slingers, arid 
ten Bow- Men ; which amounted, in the Whole, 
to thirty one thoufand Men. 

Before they proceeded to this Choice, Cyrus 
thought fit to make a Speech to the two hundred 
Officers; whom, after having highly prais'd lor 
their Courage, he infpir'd with the lrron^eft Af- 
furance of Viciory, and Succefs. ct Do you know 
fays he to 'em) the Nature of the Enemy you 
have to deal with ? They are foft, effeminate, 
enervated, and already half conquer'd, by their 
own Luxury, and Volupcuoufnefs $ Men, not 
able to bear cither Hunger, orThirft; equally 
incapable of fupporting, either theToil of War, 
or the Sight of Danger : Whereas you, that are 
inur'd, frorn your Infancy, to a fober, and hard 
Way of living; to you, I fay, to whom Hun- 
ger andThirft are but the Sauce, and the only 
Sauce to your Meals ; Fatigues are your Plea- 
fure, Dangers your Delight, and the Love of 
your Country, and of Glory, your only Paffion. 
"elides, the Juftice x>f our Caufe is another 
confiderable Advantage. They are the Aggref- 
fors. The Enemy attack us without any Provo- 
cation ; and our Friends, and Allies, require 
our Afliu^ance. Can any Thing be more juif, 
than to repel an Injury, or more honourable, 
than to fly to the AilifTancc of our Friends? 
But, what ought to be the principal Motive of 
your Confidence is, that I do not engage in 
this Expedition, without having firft confulted 
the Gods, and implor'd their Protection : For, 
you know, 'tis my Cufrom, to begin all my 
Actions, and all my Undertakings, in that 
Manner." 
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manage that Cyrus might have the Comma 
the Troops his Father was to fend ; which 



Soon after, Cyrus fet out without Lofs of Time ; 
but before his Departure, he invoked the Gods of 
his Country a fecond Time. For his great Maxim 
was, and he learn' d it from his Father, that a 
Man ought not to form any Enterprize, litcle or 
great, without confulting the Divine Will, and 
imploring his Protection. Cambyfes had often 
taught him to confider, that the Prudence of Men 
is very fhort, and their Views very limited; than 
they cannot penetrate into Things future ; and that 
many Times what they think muft needs turn to 
their Ad vantage, proves their Ruin : Whereas the 
Gods, being eternal, know all Things, future as 
well as pair, and infpire thofe they love to under- 
take fuch Things as are expedient for them ; which 
is a Favour and a Protection they owe to no Man, 
and grant only to thofe that invoke and confult 
them. 

Cambyfes himfelf accompanied his Son as far as 
the Frontiers of Perfta ; and on the Way gave him ' 
excellent Inflructtons concerning the Duties of the 
General of an Army. Cyrus before thought him- 
felf not ignorant of any Thing, that related to 
War, after the many Lelfons he had received from 
the molt able Mailers of that Time. Upon which, 

u Have 
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u Have your Mailers (fays Canity fis) given you 
any ItiltrucHons concerning Oeconomy; that is, 
* c concerning the Manner of fupplying an Army 
4C with all necellary Provifions ; of preventing the 
" Siekncls, and prefcrving the Health of the Sol- 
•* diers; of fortifying their Bodies by frequent 
48 Exercifcs; of exciting a generous Kmularion a- 
" mongJtthem ; in ihort.of making votirit If obey'J, 
kC citeem'd and bslovcd by your Soldiers? " Upon 
each of thele Feints, and feveral others men- 
tioned by his Father, Cvjits owned he had never 
heard (o much as one Word, and that it w as ail 
entirely new to him. ** W hat i.s it then your Ma- 
" tiers have taught you, laid Canibyjes* They 
f£ have taught me to fence (replied the Prince) 
to draw the Bow, to iling the Javelin, to mark 
out a Camp, to draw the Plan of a Fortifica- 
tion, to range the Troops in Order ef Battle, to 
review them, to fee them march, file orF, and 

Hereupon Cjmbyjls, lmiling> gavi 
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his Son to underfbnd, that they had not taught 
him what v,\>s molt material and e [feudal for a 
good Officer, and an expert Commander, to know : 
And in one angle Converfation, whieh certainly 
deforves to be well itudied bv all young Gentle- 
men dciigned for the Army, "he taught him infi- 
nitely more than all his celebrated Mailers had 
done, in the Courfe of feveral Years. We lliall 
give but one ih ore Inihince of his fnltruclions, 
whence-the Reader may form an Idea of the reih 

The Qucltion propounded by Cambyfes, was, 
what were the molt proper Means of making the 
Soldiers obedient and fubmifuVc. " The Way to 
*' erTect that (fays Cyi :<j) feems to be very eafy, 
<c and very certain ; 7 tis only to praife and reward 
" thofe that obey , and to punifh and Itigmatize thofe 
" that are refractory. You fay well (replied Cam- 
" byfes ; ) that is the Way to make them obey 
<f you by Force, but the chief Point is to induce 
<€ them to obey you willingly and freely. Now the 
" furc Method of effecting this is, to convince 
" thofe you command, that you know better what 
'* is for their Advantage, than they do thcmfelves: 
<c For all Mankind readily fubmic to thofe, of 
" whom they have that Opinion. This is the 
" Principle, from whence all that blind implicit 
" Submiifion proceeds, which we fee fick Perfons 
4< pay to their Phyfician, Travellers to their 
" Guide, ard a khipS Company to the Pilot. 
tc Their Obedience is only founded upon their 
" Pcrfuafion, that the Phyfician, the Guide, and 
<k the Pilot, are more skilful and knowing in their 
*" refpedlave Callings, than thcmfelves. But what 
i( lli all a Man do Uays Cyrus to his Father) to 
ct appear more skilful and expert than others? He 
" inuft really be fo (replied C ambyfes ; ) and in 
,c Order to be fo, he mult apply himfelf clofely 
to hi: Profcllion; diligently ftudy all the Rules 
ol it; confult the molt able and experienced 
*' Mailers; neglect no C'ircumitance that maycon- 
u tribute to the Succefs of liis Enterprises; and 
*' above all, he muft have Re courfe to the Pro- 
,f teclion of the Grxls, from whom alone we rc- 
f< ceive all our VVifdom, and all ourbuccefs. " 

After divers other Inirructions, equally advan- 
ragious, Camtyfti lei t hi?j Son to purlue his March; 
who, aiJbon :v, he h id reached Cyaxares* made it 

hh firft Bufinef^, to inform himlclf of the Quality ■ 
and Number of the Troops on both Si dec : And, 
h appeared, by the Computation made of ihcin, 
that the Ivncm)\i Army amounted to two bundled 



thoufand Foot, and fix ty thou (and Horfe ; whereas 
the united Armies of the AlcJes and Perjians fcarce 
amounted to half.the NunSber of Foot ; and as 
to the Cavalry,. £he Mcdcs "had hot one Third* ol" 
the Number ; which great Inequality put Gyaxares 
in terrible Fears and Perplexities. To remedy 
this, he could think of no other Expedient, than 
to fend for another Body of Troops from Perfia, 
more numerous than that, already arrived. But 
befides that this would have taken .too much Time, 
it appeared in itfclf impracticable. Wherefore 
Cyrus immediately propo fed auother, more .lure, 
and more expeditious Remedy ; which was, .that 
his Perjians lhould change their Arms. As they 
had, till then, chiclly ufed the Bow and and tthe 
Javelin, and confequendy their Manner of Fightl 
ing was at a Di fiance, in which Kind of Engage- 
ment the greater Number will ealHy prevail over 
the letter, Cyrus was of Opinion,- that they lhould 
be armed with fuch Weapons, as lhould require, a 
nearer Approach, and enable them to dole .with 
the Enemy immediately, and by that Mean's ren- 
der the Superiority of their Numbers ufelefs : This 
Ivjethod was highly approved, and inftanciy p.uc 
in Execution. 

Cytus likewife cftablifhcd a wonderful Order a- 
mong the Troops ; and infpired them with a fur- 
prizing Emulation, by the Rewards he promifed,- 
and by his obliging and engaging Deportment. to- 
wards all. As for Money, he made no Account 
of it, but to give it away; He was continually • 
making handfomc Prefects to one or other, accora- 
ing to their Rank, or their Merit; to one a 
Buckler, to another a Sword, and to a third fome-" 
thing of the fame Kind equally acceptable. By 
this Genero/ity, this Greatnefs of Soul, and bene- 
ficent Di fpofition, he thought a General ought to 
diftinguilh himfelf; and not by the Luxury of his 
Table, or the Richnefs of his Cloaths ; and frill 
lefsby his Haughtincfs and imperious Demeanour. 
u A Commander could not (he faid) give actual. 
a Proofs of his Munificence to every Body; and 
" for that very Rcafon he thought himfelf obliged 
" to convince every Body of his Inclination and 
" Good-will; for though a Prince might exbauft 
" his Subftance by making Prefents, yet he could 
not injure himfelf by Civility; by being fincerely 
concern'd at the Good or Evil that happens- to 
" others, and by making it appear that he is fo. " 

One Day, as he was reviewing his Army, a 
Meifcnger came to him from Cyaxares, to acquaint 
him, that fome Ambafladors being arrived from 
the King of the Indies, he defired his Prefence im- 
mediately. " For that Purpofe (fays he) I have 
" brought you a rich Garment, for the King de- 
" fires you would appear magnificently drafted be- 
" fore the Indians^ to do the Nation Honour. " 
Accordingly Cyrus lolt not a Moment's Time, but 
inftantly let out with his Troops, to wait upon the 
King ; though without changing hisDrefs, which 
was very plain, after the Pcrjian Faftiion, and not 
(as the original Greek has it) dc riled or fpoiled 
with any foreign Ornaments. On his L/nclc's fcem- 
ing at firlfc a little difpleafcd at it; " If I had put 
on a purple Raiment (fays Cy/ftr) and loaded 
my fell wjth Bracelets nnd Chains of Gold, and 
" wich all that, had been longer in coming, fliould 
•< 1 have done you more Honour, than l do now 
(< by my Kxpedition, and the Sweat of my Face ; 
" and by letting nil the World fee with what 
" Cjuickntlii and f)ii patch your Orders are obey VI ? " 
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Cyaxares, fatisfied with this Anf we r, command- 
ed the Indian Ambafladors to be introduced ; the 
Purport of whofe Speech was, that they were fent 
by the King their Matter, to learn the Caufe of 
the War between the Medes and the Babylonians ; 
and that they had Orders, affoon as they had heard 
what the Medes had to fay, to proceed to the Court 
of Babylon, to know what Motives would be 
alledged on their Part j to the End that the King 
their Matter, after having examined the ReafoHs 
on both Sides, might take Part with thofe* who 
had Right and Jufticeon their Side. This is mak- 
ing a noble and glorious Ufe of Power, to be in- 
fluenced only by Jufticej not feeking Occafion to 
reap Advantage from the Divifion of its Neigh- 
bours, but declaring boldly againft the unjuft Ag- 
greflbr, in Favour of the injured Party. To this 
Cyaxarcs and Cyrus anfwered, they had given the 
Babylonians no Subject of Complaint 5 ai\4 that they 
willingly accepted of the King of India for their 
Umpire. It appears in the Sequel* that he de- 
clared for the Medes. 

In the mean while the King of Armenia* who 
was Vaflal to the Medes* looking upon them as 
ready to be fwallowed up by the formidable League 
formed againft them* thought fit to lay hold on 
this Occafion to fhake off their Yoke. Accord- 
ingly, he refufed to pay them the ordinary Tri- 
bute, and to fend them the Number of Troops he 
was obliged to furnifti in Time of War. Cyaxares 
was highly perplexed hereatj being afraid* at this 
Juncture, of bringing new Enemies upon his Hands* 
ihouldhe offer to compel the Armenians to execute 
their Treaty : But Cyrus having informed hi mfelf 
exa&ly of the Strength and Situation of the Coun- 
try, undertook to reduce them to their Duty* In 
order hereto the chief Point was to keep this 
Defign fecreti without which it was not likely to 
fucceed: Wherefore he appointed a great Hunting 
Match on that Side the Country j for it was his 
Cuftom to ride out that Way, and he had often 
hunted with the King's Son, and the young Noble- 
men of Armenia* On the Day prefixed, he fet 
out with a numerous Retinue : The Troops fol- 
lowed at a Diftance, and were not to appear, till 
the Signal was given. After fome Days hunting, 
when they were come pretty near the Palace where 
the Court refided, Cyrus communicated his Delign 
to his Officers ; and fent thryfantes with a De- 
tachment i ordering them to make themfelves Ma- 
tters of a certain fteep Eminence, where he knew 
the King ufedto retire, in Cafe of an Alarm, with 
his Family and Treafure. 

This being done, he fends an Herald to the King 
of Armenia, to fummon him to fulfil the Treaty, 
and in the mean Time ordered his Troops to ad- 
vance. Never was Court in a greater Surprize, or 
in more Perplexity : The King was confeioua of 
the Wrong he had done ; and was not in a Con- 
dition to lupport it. However, he did what he 
could to allcmble his Forces together from all 
Quarters 5 and, in the mean Time, diipatched his 
youngeft Son, called Sabaris, into the Mountains, 
with his Wives, his Daughters, and every other 
Thing that was moft precious and valuable. But, 
when he was informed by his Scouts, that Cyrus 
was coming upon their Heels, he entirely loft all 
Courage, and all Thoughts of making a Defence; 
and the Armenians, following his Example, ran 
away, every one where he could, to fecure what 
was deareft to him. Hereupon Cyrus, feeing the 



Country covered with People, that were endea- 
vouring to make their Efcape, fent them Word, 
that no Harm fhould be done them, if they ft aid 
in their Houfes j but that as many, as were taken 
running away, fhould be treated as Enemies : This 
made them all retire to their Habitations, except- 
ing a few that followed the King. 

On the other Hand, they that were conducting 
the Princelfes to the Mountains* fell into the Am- 
bufli Chryf antes had laid for them, and were moft 
of them taken Prifoners. The Queen, the King's 
Son, his Daughters, his eldeft Son's Wife, and 

his Treafures, all fell into the Hands of the Per- 
Jians. 

The King* hearing this melancholy News, and 
not knowing what would become of him, retired 

to a little Eminence $ where he was prefently in- 
refted by the Per/tan Army* and obliged to fur- 
render: Upon which, Cyrus ordered him, with 
all his Family, to be brought into the Midft of 
the Army. At that very Intrant arrived Tigranesy 
the King's eldeft Son, being juft returned from a 
Journey ; and at fo moving a Speftacle could not 
forbear melting into Tears. Whereupon Cyrus, 
addreffing himTelf to him, faid ; ** Prince* you 
<c are come very feafonably, to be prefent at the 
** Trial of your Father. " And immediately he 
aifembied the Captains of the Perfiansy and the 
Medes, and called in alfo the great Men of Ar- 
menia : Nor did he fo much as exclude the Ladies 
from this Aflembly (who were there in their Cha- 
riots) but gave them full Liberty to hear and fee 
the whole Tranfa&ion. 

When all was ready, and Cyras had commanded 
Silence, he began with requiring of the King* that 
in all the Queftions he was going to propofe to 
him> he would Anfwer fincerely ; becaufe nothing 
could be more worthy a Perfon of his Rank, than 
to ufe any Diflimulation or Fallhood. The King 
having promifed this, Cyrus asked him, but at 
different Times, propofing each Article Separately 
and id Order, whether it was not true, that he had 
waged War againft AJlyages, King of the Medes \ 
his Grand- father ; whether he had not been van- 
quished in that War* and, in Confequence of his 
Defeat, had concluded a Treaty with AJlyages ; 
whether, by Virtue of that Treaty, he was not 
obliged to pay a certain Tribute, to furnifli a cer- 
tain Number of Troops, and not to keep any for- 
tified Place in his Country ? It was importable for 
the King to deny any of thefe Fatts, which were 
all pubhek and notorious. *' For what Rcafon 
4i then (continued Cyrus) have you violated this 
«' Treaty in. every Article? For no other (replied 
4C the King) than becaufe I thought it glorious 
" to make off a Yoke, to live free, and to leave 
«' my Children in the fame Condition. TTis really 
lorious (anfwered Cyrus) to fight in the De- 
«' fence of our Liberty : But if any one, after he is 
** reduced to Servitude, fhould attempt to run 
** away from his Mafter, what would you do witi 
''him? I muft confefs (fays the King) I would 
punifh him. And if you had given a Govern- 
ment to one of your Subjects, and he fhould be 
found to prevaricate, would you continue him 
« in his Poft? No certainly; I would put ano- 
" ther in his Place. And if he had ama fled great 
4< Riches by his unjuft Practices ? I would ftrip 
*' him of them. But, which is Drill worfe. if he 
** had held Intelligence with your Enemies, how 
*' would you treat him ? Tho' I (hould pronounce 
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%c my own Condemnation (replied the King) I " ble of all your PofTeflions. And you, Tigrancs> 
" muft declare the Truth: I would put him to " ac what Price would you redeem the Liberty 0 j 
* e Death. " At thefe Words Tigranes tore his t( your Lady ? " Now, he had but lately marri- 
Tiara from his Head, and rent his Garments ; and cd, and was paflionately fond of her. € * At the 
the Women alfo burit out into terrible Lamenca- <f Price (fays he) of a thoufand Lives, if I had 
dons, as if Sentence had been paffed upon him. " them." After this Cyrus conducted them all to 
Hereupon, Cyrus again commanded Silence, his Tent, and entertained them at Supper. 5 Tis 
when Tigranes addrefling himfelf to chat Prince, eafy to imagine what Tranfports of Joy there muft 
faid ; c * O great and mighty- Prince, can you think have been on an Occafion fo moving. 
c * it confilfent with your Wifdom to put my Fa- When the Entertainment was over, Cyrus cm- 
** ther to Death, even againll your own Intereit ? braced them all, in Token of a perfc£t Reconci- 
" How againft my Intereft (anfwers Cyrus? ) Ee- liation ; which done, they got into their Chariots, 
t€ caufe he never was fo capable of doing you Ser- with their Wives, and Children, and went home, 
** vice. How do you make that appear ! Do the full of Gratitude, and Admiration. Accordingly, 
** Faults a Man has committed enhance his Merit, all their Talk, the whole Way, was of Cyrus; fome 
" and give him a new Title to our Confideration extolling his Wifdom, others his Courage; fome 
* f and Favour? They certainly do, provided they admiring the Sweetnefs of his Temper, others 
(t contribute to make him wifer. O the ineftim- praiiing the Beauty of his Perfon, and the Majcfty 
« able Value of Wifdom ! are either Riches, Cou- of his Deportment. " And you, (fays Tigranes, 
*' rage, or Addrefs to be compared to it? Now €€ addrefling himfelf to his Lady) what do you 
* c 'tis evident, this fingle Day's Experience has " think of the Carriage and Perfon of Cyrus} I don't 
€t infinitely improved my Father's Wifdom. He " know (replied the Princefs) I did not obferve 
cc knows how dear the Violation of his Word has t€ him. What ObjecT: then did you fix your Eyes 
€t coil him : He has proved and felt how much " upon ? Upon him that faid he would give a 
< f you are fuperiour to him in all Refpects : He " thoufand Lives to ranfom my Liberty. " A 
cc has not been able to fucceed in any of his De- very juft Return for his Generality and Love ! 
<c figns ; but you have happily accomplifhed all The next Day, the King of Armenia fent mag- 
" yours ; and with that Qiiicknefs and Secrecy, nificent Prefents to Cyrus, and Refrefhments for 
" that he has found himfelf hemm'd in, and taken, his whole Army ; he likewife brought him double 
€ * before he expected to be attack'd ; and the very the Sum of Money he was required to furnifh. But 
" Place of his Retreatrhas ferved only to enfnare Cyrus wou'd accept only of fo much as he had fti- 
" him. But your Father (replied Cyrus) has not pulated for, and reftored him the Reft : He then 
e ' yet undergone any Sufferings that can have ordered the Armenian Troops to be ready in three 
" taught him Wifdom. The Fear of Evils (re- Days, and Tigranes was defirous of commanding 
€t joined Tigranes) when it is fo deeply imprinted them. 

« as this is, has a much ftiarper Sung, and is We have thought proper, for feveral Reafons, 
*' more capable of piercing the Soul, than the to give fo circumftantial an Account of this Af- 
" Evils themfelves. Befides, permit me to fay, that fair; though it is fo far abridged, that there is 
" that Gratitude is a ftronger, and more prevail- not above a Quarter Part of what we find in 
c: ing Motive, than any whatever: And there can Xenophon. 

*' be no Obligations in the World of a higher Na- Firft, It may ferve to give the Reader a No- 
cc ture, than thofe you will lay upon my Father, tion of the Stile of that excellent Hiftorian,. and 
" His Fortune, Liberty, Scepter, Life, Wives, excite his Curiofity to confult the Original; whofe 
« and Children, all reftored to him with fuch Ge- natural, and unaffected Beauties, are fufficicnt to 
cf nerofity ; where can you find, iiluftrious Prince, juftify the fingular Efteem, which Perfons of good 
*' in one "tingle Perfon, fo many ftrong and power- Tafte have ever had for the noble Simplicity of 
•* ful Tics to attach him to your Service ? " that Author. To mention but one Inftance; what 

" Well then (refume<l Cyrus, turning to the an Idea of Chaflity, and Modcfty, is there couch- 
" King) if I fhould yi<:ld to your Son's Entreaties, cd ! What a wonderful Simplicity, and Delicacy 
" what Number of M en, and what Sum of Money of Thought, at the fame Time, in the Anfwer of 
" will you furnifh, to affift us in the War againlt thcWife of Tigranes, who has no Eyes but for her 
"the Babylonians? My Troops and Treafures Husband! 

" ffays the Armenian King) are no longer mine; ^ w;^/y, Thofe fhort, clofe, and prcflinglntcrroga- 
' * K:y are entirely yours. I can raife forty thou- tions, each of which demand a direct, and precifc 
u fand Foot, and eight thoufand Horfe; and as to Anfwer from the King of jfrmtnia, difcovcr the 
t; Money, 1 reckon, including the Treafure which Difciple, and Scholar of Socrates ; and (hew how 
" my Father left me, there are about three thou- much he adher'd to the Tafte, and Manner of his 
** fund Talents, in ready Specie: All thefe are great Mafter. 

€l wholly at your Difpoial." Hereupon Cyrus ac- Befides, this Relation will give us fomc Notion 

cepted Half the Number of the TrooDs, and left what Judgment ought to be lornVd of Xcnophotfs 

the King the other Half, for the Defence of the Cyropadia\ the Subllancc of which is true, though 

Country, againft the Chaldeans^ with whom he was it is embclliuYd with feveral Circumftanccs, added 

at War. The annual Tribute which was due to by the Author, and drcfb'd up on Purpofe to grace 

the Mcdcs he doubled; and inftcad of fifty Ta- hjs inftruclive LcfTons, and the excellent Rules 

lents, exacted an hundred ; and borrowed the like he lavs down upon Government. Thus much, 

Sum over and above in his own Name. " But therefore, in the Story above-mentiorAl is real : 

" what would you give me (added Cyrui) for the The King of Armenia having refus'd to pay the 

«* Ranfom of your "Wives? All that I have in the Mtdes the Tribute he ow'd them, Cyrus attack'd 

'•World, (anfwcred the King.) And for that him fuddenly ; and, before he f uf petted any Dc- 

" of your Children? The very fame. From figns againft him, made himfelf Mailer of the 

" this Time then you are indebted to me the Dou- only Fort reft he had; took his Family Pri loners ; 

obliged 
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Mia'd him to pay the ufuai Tribute, and to fur- commanded the whole Country; and left a good 
:L hU Ouovi of Troops; and ib won upon him, Garrifon therein, which was to declare againit 
by his Humanity 
he render'd hin 



and courteous Behaviour, that 
he render a mm one of the faithfulleft, and molt 
affectionate Allies the Males had ever after. The 
Rcit isinferted, only by Way of Embclliilimcnt, 
and rather belongs to the Hiftorian, than to the 

Hi&ory itfclf. 

In the tali Place, we thought it proper, riot to 
jnifs this Opportunity of manifclting fuch Quali- 
ties in this Hero, as are not always to be met 
with in Perfons of his Rank ; fuch, as by render- 
ing them infinitely more valuable than all their 
military Virtues, would moft contribute to the 
Succefs of their Defigns. In moft Conquerors, 
we find Courage, Rcfolution, Intrepidity, a Capa- 
city for martial Exploits, and all fuch Talents as 
make a Noife in the World ; and are apt to dazzle 
People by their glaring Outfide : But, an inward 
Stock of Goodnefs, Compaflion, and Gentlencfs 
towards the Unhappy; an Air of Moderation, and 
Modefty, even in Prosperity, and Victory ; an in, 
finuating, and perfuafive Behaviour j the Art of 
gaining People's Hearts, and attaching them to 
him, more by Affe&ion than Intereft •> a conftant, 
perpetual Care, always to have Right on his Side, 
and to imprint fuch a Character of Jufticc, and 
Equity* upon all his Condudl, as his very Ene- 
mies are fore'd to reverence : And laftly, fuch a 
Clemency, as to diftinguifh thofe that offend 
through Imprudence, rather than Malice ; and to 
leave Room for their Repentance, by giving them 
Opportunity to return to their Duty : Thefe are 
Qualities, rarely, found in the moft celebrated 
Conquerors of Antiquity, but which fhone moft 
confpicuoufly in Cyrus. 

To return from whence we have digrefs'd ; Cy- 
rus, before he quitted the King of Armenia, was 
willing to do him a fignal Service : Now, that 
Monarch was then at War with the Chaldeans, a 
neighbouring, and warlike People ; wh6 continu- 
ally harrafs'd his Country by their Inroads ; and, 
by that Means, hinder'd a great Part of his Lands 
from being cultivated. Cyrus, therefore, after 
having exactly inform'd himfclf of their Charac- 
ter, their Strength, and the Situation of their 
Fortrefles, march'd againft them. On the firft 
Intelligence of his Approach, the Chaldeans pof- 
fefs'd themfelvcs of their high Places, to which 
they were accuftom'd to retreat ; but Cyrus did 
not give them Time to afTemble all their Forces 
there, but advane'd, and attack'd them unprepar'd. 
The Armenians, however, who march'd at the 
Head, were put to Flight, at the firft Onfet: This, 
flevcrthelefs, did not day/,it Cyrus, who expected 
rio better from them ; and had only plac'd them 
there, on Purpofe to draw the Enemy on to an 
Engagement. And indeed, when the Chaldeans 
came to encounter the Pcrjians, they were not able 
to ftand the Brunt, but were totally worfted ; a 
great Number being taken Prifoners, and the Reft 
ftatter'd, and difpcrsM.Whcn the Battle was over, 
Cyrus himfelf fpokc to the Prifoners ; and aflur'd 
them, he was not come to injure them, or to ra- 
vage their Country, but to grant them Peace up- 
on reafonableTerms; this done, he fet them at Li- 
berty : Hereupon, the Chaldeans immediately fent 
then-plenipotentiaries to him, and a Peace war> con- 
cluded^ For the better Security of both Nations, 
jndj with their common Content, Cyt us cau&'d a 
Foruefs co be built upon an F.rninct.ce, which 



either of the two Nations, that fhould violate the 
Treaty. 

This done, Cyrus, underftanding that there wa v 
ufually a free Intercourfe, and Commerce, between 
the Indians ^ and Chaldeans, defir'd, that the latter 
would accompany, and conduct his Embaflador, 
whom he was preparing to fend to the King of 
the Indies. The Purport of this Embafiy was, to 
defirc fome Supplies in Money from that Prince, 
for Cyrus % who greatly wanted it, for the levying 
of frefh Troops in Pvrjia ; and promised, that, if 
the Gods crown'd his Defigns with Succefs, that 
Potentate mould have no Reafon to repent of ha- 
ving afliftcd him. The Chaldeans were very ready 
to comply with hisRequelt j which was net a little 
pieafing co Cyrus, fince they could do it the more 
advantagiouUy, by enlarging upon his Character, 
and Exploits 5 wherefore, the Embaffadors fet out 
the next Day, accompanied with fome of the 
moft confiderable Perfons of Chaldea, who were 
directed by their Mafter to manage that Affair 
with all poflible Addrefs. 

The Expedition againft the Armenians being 
thus happily ended, Cyrus left that Country, to 
rejoin Cyar.ares : Four thoufand Chaldeans, the 
braveft of the Nation, attended him ; and the 
King of Armenia, who was now deiiver'd from his 

Enemies, augmented the Number of Troops he 
had promis'd him ; infomuch, that he arriv'd in 
Media, with Abundance of Money, and a much 
more numerous Army, than he had when he left 
it. 

Both Parties had now been employed, threeYears 
together, in forming their Alliances, and making 
Preparations for War : When Cyrus, finding their 
Troops full of Ardor, and ready for Action, pro- 
pos'd to Cyaxares, the leading them towards Af- 
jjria. His Reafons for it were, that he thought 
it his Duty to eafe him, as foon as poiTible, of 
the Care> and Expence, of maintaining two Ar- 
mies ; that it were better they (hould eat up the 
Enemies Country, than Mediae that fo hold a 
Step, as that of advancing to meet the Ajjyrians, 
might be capable of fpreading a Terror in their 
Army, and, at the fame Time, infpire their own 
with the greater Confidence j that, laftly, it was 
a Maxim with him, as it had always been with 
Cambyfes, his Father, that Victory did not fo 
much depend upon the Number, as upon the Cou- 
rage of the Soldiers: Upon all thefe Keafons, Cy- 
axares agreed to his Propofal. 

AlToon, therefore, as the cuftomary Sacrifice 
were oft'er'd, they began their March : But, firft, 
Cyrus, in the Name of the whole Army, invoked 
the tutelary Gods of the Empire; befeeching 
them to be favourable to them in the Expedition 
they had undertaken, to accompany them, con- 
dudt them, fight for them, infpire them with 
fuch a Meafure of Courage, and Prudence, as was 
neceflary; and, in fhorr, to blefs their Arms with 
Profpcrity, and Succefs. In aftir.g thus, Cyt us 
put m Practice that excellent Advice his Father 
had given him, of beginning, and ending all his 
Actions, and all his Enterprises, with Prayer: 
And indeed, he never fail'd, either before, or af- 
ter an Engagement, to acquit himfelf, in the Frc- 
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fence of the whole Army, of this Religious Duty. 
When they were arriv'd :\r rhc Frontiers of A 



ria, it was ft ill their iirlt Caiv 
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to offer up their 

Pray- 
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Prayers to the Gods of the Country, and to im- fore, went to Cyaxares, and acquainted him with 
plore their Protection, and Succour 5 after which, his Delign, to which that Prince was- exceeding 
they made Incurfions upon the Enemy, and carry'd averfe 5 reprefenting to him, how dangerous ic 
off Abundance of Spoil. was to drive fo powerful an Enemy to Extremi- 

During thefeTranfaftions, Cyrus, underftanding ties, whom Defpair would, probably, infpire with 
that the Enemy's Army was about ten Days Jour- Courage ; that it was a Part of VVifdom, to ufe 
ney from them, prevail'd upon Cyaxares to ad- good Fortune with Moderation, and not lofe the 
vance forwards, and march up co them : And when Fruits of Victory by too much Fire : He added, 
the Armies came within Sight, both Sides prepar'd beiides, that he did not care to compel the Medes, 
for Battle. The Syrians were encamp'd in the or to refufe them that Repofe, to which their 
open Country j and, according to their Cuftom, Behaviour had juftly inticled them. Upon this, 
which the Romans imitated afterwards, they had Cyrus only defir'd his Permiffion to take as many 
encompafs'd, and fortify r d their Camp with a large of the Horfe, as were willing to, follow him ; to 
Ditch. On the contrary* Cyrus-, who was defirous which , Cyaxares readily confented ; and then 
of depriving the Enemy, as much as he could;, of thought of nothing elfe but fpending his Time 
the Sight, and Knowledge of the Smallnefs of his with his Officers, in Feafting, and Mirth; and 
Army, cover'J his Troops with fevcral little Hills, reaping the Fruits of the Victory they had ob- 
and Villages* In this Pofture* nothing was done, tain'd. 

for feveral Days, on either Side, but looking at, In the meanWhile, Cyrus march'd away in Pur- 
and obferving one another. At length, a nume- fuit of the Enemy, and was follow'd by the great- 
rous Body of the AJfyrians moving firft out of their eft Part of the Median Horfe. Upon the Wav he 
Camp, Cyrus advane'd with his Troops to meet met fome Couriers;, that were fent to him 
them. But, before they came within Reach of the by the Hyr cam aus, who ferv'd in the Enemy's 
Enemy, he gave the Word for forming the Men, Army, to aflure him, that, aflbon as ever he ap- 
which, according to Xenophon, was, Jupiter Pro- pear'd, they would come over to him ; which, in 
tettor, cif Conduclor. We are apt to believe, how- Effect, they did. All this While, Cyrus made the 
ever, that Xenophon here calls the Perjian Gods, beft Ufe of his Time, and, having march'd all 
by the Names of thofe of his own Country, fince Night, came up with the AJfyrians by Break of 
we dont find any Perjian Deities call'd elfewhere Day 5 for, Crarfus had fent away his Wives in the 
by thefe Names. He then caus'd the ordinary Night, for Coolnefs, it being Summer, and was 
Hymn to be founded, in Honour of Caftor and following them gently himfelf, with a Body of 
Pollux j to which the Soldiers, full of a religious Cavalry. When the Affyrians law the Enemy fo 
Ardor, anfwer'd with a loud Voice. After this, near them, they were in the utmoft Confunon, 
there was nothing in theArmy of Cyrus, butChear- and Confternation 5 infomuch, that moft of thofe, 
fulnefs, Emulation, Courage, mutual Exhortations who ran away, being warmly purfu'd, were kill'd; 
to Bravery, and an univerialZeal to execute what- all, that ftaid in the Camp, furrender'd; and the 
ever their Leader fhould command. (< For, 'tis ob- Victory was com pleat, and the Spoil immenfe. Cy- 
c * fervable (fays the Hiftorian in this Place) that, rus reierv'd all the Horfes that were taken in the 
"on thefe Occafions, thofe that fear the Deity Camp for himfelf; refolving now to form a Body 
*• moft, are the leaft afraid of Men." On the Side of Cavalry for the Perftan Army, which hitherto 
of the Affyrians, the Archers, and thofe arm'd with they had wanted : The richeft, and moft valuable 
Slings, and Darts, made their Difcharges, before Part of the Booty was fet apart for Cyaxares ; and 
their Enemies were within Reach : But, the Per- for the Prifoners, he gave them all their Liberty 
fians, animated by the Prefcnce, and Example of to go home to their own Country, without impo- 
Cyrus, came immediately to a clofe Fight with iing any other Condition upon them, than that 
the Enemy, and broke through their firft Batta- they, and their Countrymen, ftiould deliver up 
lions. Ihe Ajfyrians, notwithstanding all the Ef- their Arms, and engage no more in War: Cyrus 
forts us'd by Crarfus, and their own King, to en- taking it upon himfelf to defend them, and to 
courage them, were not able to fuftain fo rude a put them into a Condition of cultivating their 
Shock, but immediately ran away. At the fame Lands, and following their Concerns with abfo* 
Time, the Cavalry of the Medes advane'd to at- lute Safety. 

tack the Encmy'b .iorfe, which were likewife pre- Whilft the Medes, and the Hyrcanians, were 
fently routed. The former warmly purfu'd them ftill purfuing the Remainder of the Enemy, C\rus 
to the very Camp ; made a terrible Slaughter took Care to have a Repaft, and the very Baths 
amongft them; and Neriglijjor, King of the Baby- prepar'd for them; char, at their Return, they 
/omens, was kill'd in the Action. However, Cy- might have nothing to do, but to fic down, and 
rus, not thinking himfelf in a Condition to force ref refh themfelves. He likewife thought fit, to 
their Intrench men ts, founded a Retreat. defer the Diftribution of the Spoil till that Time. 

In the mean Time, the Syrians were in a 'Twas on this Occafion, this General, who had 
dreadful Coniternacion, cheir Fung being kill'd, his Thoughts upon every Thing , exhorted his 
and the Flower of their Army loll : And, to make Perfian Soldiers, to diftingui(h themfelves by their 
the Matter ftill woife, aflbon as Crtvfus found Gcnerofity, in Regard to their Allies; from whom 
them in fo great a Diforder, ho fled, and left them they had already recciv'd great Services, and of 
to fhifc for themfelves : The other Allies likewife, whom they might expect ftill greater. He defir'd, 
feeing their Affairs in fo hopelefa a Condition, then, they would wait thciiReturn, both forriieRc- 
thought of nothing but taking the Advantage of frefhments, and the Divifion of the Spoil; and 
the iNight, to make their Efcape. that they would fliew^ a Preference of tneir lntc- 

Hereupon, Cyrus, who had fore fee n this, pre- rcfts, and Conveniences before cheir own ; giving 

par'd to purfue them clofely : But this could not them to underftand, that this would be a fure 

be effected without Cavalry; and, as we have ai- Means of attaching the Allies to them for ever; 

ready obferv d, the Perftitni had none. He, there- and of fecuring to them a new Harveft of Victo- 
J ries 
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rics to them over the Enemy, which would pro- 
cure them all the Advantages they could wilh for, 
and make them an ample Amends for the volun- 
tary Lofles they might fuftain, for the Sake of 
gaining the Affection of their Allies : Hereupon, 
they all willingly enter'd into the Sentiments of 
their Prince, and Leader. When the Medes and 
Hyrcanians were return'd from purfuing the E- 
nemy, Cyrus made them (it down to the Repaft 
he had prepar'd for them, dell ring them to lend 
nothing but Bread to the Pa fans? who were fuffi- 
cientiy provided (he faid) with all they wanted, 
either for their Ragoos, or their Drinking : Hun- 
ger being their only Ragoo, and Water from the 
River their only Drink j for, that was the Way of 
Livings to which they had been accuftorh'd from 
their Infancy. 

The next Morning came on the Divifioh of the 
Spoils ; when Cyrus, in the firft Place, brder'd the 
Magi to be call'd, and commanded them to choofe 
out of all the Booty what was propereft to be 
offer'd to the Gods on fuch an Occafion : Then 
he gave the Medes and Hyrc'aniahs the Honour 
of dividing all that remained dm'ongft the whole 
Army. They earneftly dtfir'd, that the 'Persians 
might prcfide over the Diftribution j but the Per- 
pans abfolutely refus'd it : So that they were 
oblig'd to accept of the Office, as Cyrus had or- 
dain'd it : And the Diftribution was made to the 
general Satisfaction of all Parties. 

That very Night, on which this greatPrince had 
march'd to purfue the Enemy, Cyaxares had pafs 1 d 
in Feafting; and had rndde himfelf drunk with 
his principal Officers: And the next Morning, 
when he wak'd, he was ftrangely furpriz'd to find 
himfelf almoft alone, and without Troops. Im- 
mediately, full of Refentment, and Rage, he dif- 
patch'd an Exprefs to the Army, with Orders to 
reproach Cyrus feverely, and to bring back ,the 
Medes without any Delay. This u n re a ion able Pro- 
ceeding, however, did hot move that Hero, who, 
in Return, only wrote him a refp.eci.ful Letter ; 
in which, neverthelefs, he exprefa'd himfelf with 
a generous, and noble Freedom; juftify'd his own 
Conduct, and put him in Mind or the Permiffion 
he had given him, of taking as many Medes with 
him, as were willing to follow hirxi : At the fame 
Time, he fent into Per/la for an Augmentation of 
hisTroOps, defigning to pulh his Conquefts ftill 
farther. 
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truft of his own Weaknefs, but pretended, that a 
Man might be always Mafter of himfelf; Cyrus 
re-committed the Princefs to his Care, but, at the 
fameTime, gave him a very prudent Admonition. 
£ have feen a great many Perfons ( fays he) 
that have thought themfelves very ftrong, 
wretchedly overcome by that violent Pailion, 
Spite of all their Refoluticp ; who have own'd 
afterwards* with Shame and Grief, that their 

* 

Paflion was a Bondage and Slavery, from which 
they had not the Power to redeem themfelves; 
an incurable Diftemper, out of the Reach of all 
Remedies, and human Efforts ; a Kind of Bond, 
or Fetter, more difficult to break, than the 
ftrongeft Chains of Iron. Fear nothing ( re- 
ply'd drafpes) I am fure of myfelf, and Ml 
anfwer with my Life, I'll do nothing that fhali 
be contrary to my Duty." Neverthelefs, this 
young Nobleman conceiv'd a violent Paflion for 
this beauteous Captive, which increased, and, by 
Degrees, grew to fuch an Height, that, finding 
her invincibly averfe to his Deft res, he was ready 
to force her by Violence- The Princefs, at length, 
made C,rus acquainted with his Conduct, who 
immediately itnx.Jlrtabazcs to //rafpes, with Or- 
ders to admonifh, and reprove him in his Name. 
This Officer executed his Orders in the barfljeft 
Mariner; upbraiding him with his Fault in the 
moft bitter Terms, and with fuch a rigorous Se- 
verity, as was enough to throw.him into Defpair, 
Hereupon, drafpes* ftruck to the Soul with Grief, 
and Ahguifh, burft into a Flood of Tears ; and, 
being* overwhelmed with. Shame and Fear, as 
thinking himfelf undone, had not a Word to fay 
for himfelf. Some Days afterwards, however, Cy- 
r«j.fe.nt for him ; and, on his gojng- to. that Prince, 
trembling, ,and confounded, He took him. afide, 
and, ipftead of reproaching him with Severity, 
as he expected, fpoke;gently.XQ.hirn, acknowledg- 
ing*, that, he himfelf was to. blame, for having 



Amongft the Prifoners of War that were taken, 
was a young Princefs of moft exquifite Beauty, 
which they referv'd for Cyrus : Her Name was 
Panthea, and ihe was Wife to Abradates, King of 
Sitfana. However, upon theReporf that was made 
of her extraordinary Charms, he refus'd to fee 
her ; for Fear (as he faid) fuch an Object might 
L * n K a ge his Affection more than he defir'd, and 
divert him from the Profccution of the great De- 
igns he had in his Head. This Angular Mode- 
ration in Cyrus was, undoubtedly, an Effect of 
'lie excellent Education he had rccciv'd : For, it 
was a Principle among the Peiftansy never to 
•peak before young People of anyThing, that tend- 
ed, or related to Love, left their natural Inclina- 
tion toPlcafure, which is fo ftrong and violent, at 
that Age of Levity and Indifcretion, fhould be 
awaken'd, and excited by fuch Difcourfes, and 
inould hurry them into Follies and Debaucheries. 
As Arafpes, a young Nobleman of Media, who had 
the Lady in his Cuftody, had not the fame Dif- 



imprudently expos'd.him to fo formidable an fi- 
nely. By fuch. an unexpected Kindriefs, the young 
Nobleman recover'd both Life, and Speech : But 
hisCoofufion, Joy, and Gratitude, cxprefs'd them- 
felves firft in a Torrent of Tears. Alas ! (fays 
he) now I am come to the Knowledge of my- 
felf ; and I find moff plainly, that I have two 
Souls; one, that inclines me to Good 5 another, 
that draws me to Evil. The former prevails, 
when you fpeak to me, and come to my Re 
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lief; but, when I am alone, and left to myfelf, 
I am over-power'd , and vanquifh'd' by the 
latter. " In Return for fo much Goodnefs, ^l- 
rafpes made an advantageous Reparation for his 
Fault, and render'd Cyrus confiderable Service, 
by retiring among the Jljf rians, under the Pre- 
tence of Difcontent, and by giving Intelligence of 
their Meafures, and Defigns. 

The Lofs of fo brave an Officer, whom Difcon- 
tent was fuppos'd to have cngag'd into the Ene- 
my's Party, caus'd a great Concern in the whole 
Army : Whereupon, Panthea, who had occafion'd 
it, promised Cyrus to bring him in his Room an 
Officer of equal Merit; meaning thereby her Hus- 
band Jfbradatcs. Accordingly, upon her writing 
to him, he rcpair'd to the Camp of her Pcrftans M 
and was directly carry 'd to Piyariuva'sTcnt, who 
told him, with a Flood of Tears, how kindly and 
handfomly ihe had been treated by the generous 
Conqueror. •* And how ( cry'd out ^brod'ates ) 
" fhall I be able to acknowledge fo important a 

Z Scr- 



9 6 



H I S T 0 R T of GYRUS 



ft 



* t 



<€ 



tc 



" Service ? By behaving towards him (reply'd 
* r Pant be a) as he hath done towards me." Where- 
upon he waited immediately upon Cyrus, and pay- 
ing his Refpects to fo great a Benefactor ; €t You 
fee before your Eyes ( fays he ) the tendereft 
Friend, the moft devoted Servant, and the moft 
faithful AUy you ever had; who, not being 
able otherwife to acknowledge your Favours* 
comesj and devotes himfelf entirely to your 
Service. " Mov'd with this generous Speech, 
Cyrus receiv'd him with fuch a noble, and gracious 
Air, and alfo with fo much Affability, and Kind* 
nefs, as fully convine'd him, that whatever Pan- 
thca had faid of the wonderful Character of that 
great Prince, was abundantly fhort of the Truth. 

Two Affyrian Satrapa, like wife, who put them- 
felves under his Protection, render' d him extraor- 
dinary Service. The one was call'd Gobryas, an 
old Man, venerable, both on Account of his Age, 
and Virtue ; and the other, nam'd Gadates, was 
Prince of a numerous, and powerful People : Ne- 
riglijfor, King of jfjfyria, who had been kill'd in 
the late Battle, was well acquainted with the Me- 
rit of the former ; and, having; a very particular 
Regard for him, had refolv'd to give his Daugh- 
ter in Marriage to his Son; and, for thatReaion,, 
had fent for him to Court: And this young Noble- 
man, at a Hunting-Match, to which he had been 
invited, happening to kill a wild Beaft with his 
Dart, which the King's Son had mifcd ; the lat- 
ter, who was of a paffionate> and favage Nature, 
immediately frabb'd the Gentleman with hisLance, 
and laid him dead upon the Ground ; as we before 
obferv'd, in the Reign of Laborofoarchod. Here- 
upon, Gobryas befought Cyrus, to avenge fo un- 
fortunate a Father, and to take his Family under 
his Protection j and the rather, becaufe he had no 
Children left now, but an only Daughter, who 
had long been defign'd for a Wife to the young 
King, but could not bear the Thought of marry- 
ing the Murderer of her Brother. 

jThe other Satrapa, as we likcwife obferv'd be- 
fore, had been treated in a very barbarous Man- 
ner, by the fame Prince ; becaufe one of his Con- 
cubines had mention'd him as an handfome Man, 
and fpoken advantageoufly of the Happinefs of 
that Woman, whom he fliould choofe for a Wife. 
. As thefe two Noblemen, Therefore, had promised 
to a fli ft Cyrus with all their Forces, the Expecta- 
tion of this twofold Succour, was a ftrong Induce- 
ment to him, to make him determine to pene- 
trate into the Heart of the Enemy's Country. And, 
as Babylon, the capital City of the Empire, he had 
a Mind to conquer, was the chief Object of his 
Expedition, he turn'd his Views, and his March 
that Way; not with a Defign to attack that City 
yet in Form, but only to take a Survey of it, and 
acquaint himfelf therewith; as alfo, to draw off 
as many /Ulics as he could from that Prince's Par- 
ty ; and to make previous Difpo/fcions, and Pre- 
parations for the Siege he was meditating. He 
fet out, therefore, with his Troops ; and tirtt, 
march'd to the Territories of Gobryas, who liv'd 
in a Fortrefs that feem'd to be impregnabJc, fo 



a Multitude of Purfes, full of the Gold Coin of 
the Country : Then , fending for his Daughter, 
who was of a majeftick Shape* and exquifite Beau- 
ty, which the Mourning-Habit, flic wore for her 
Brother's Death, feem'd ftill to fet off to the 
greater Advantage, he prefented her zoC rus, de- 
firing him to take her under his Protection ; and 
to accept thofe Marks of his Acknowledgment, 
which he took the Liberty to offer him. *• I vvil- 
€C lingly accept your Gold, and Silver (fays he) 
" and make a Prefent of it to your Daughter, 
to augment her Portion : Doubt not, but a- 



" mongit the Nobles of my Court you'll find a 
tc Match fui table for her. 'Twill neither be their 
ie own Riches, nor yours, upon which they'll fet 
* c their Efteem ; I can aflure you, there are many 
" amongft them, that would make no Account 
" of all the Treafure in Batylon, if they were 
cc unattended with Merit and Virtue. 'Tis their 
cc only Glory, I dare affirm it of them, as it is 
** mine, to approve themfelves faithful to their 
" Friends, formidable to their Enemies, and re- 
" fpectful- to the Gods. " Gobryas then prefs'd 
him to take a Repaft with him in his Houle, but 
he ftedfaftly refus'd it, and return'd into his Camp 
with that old Satrapa, who ftaid, and eat with 
him and his Officers. The Ground, and the green 
Turf, that was upon it, was all the Beds and 
Couches they had; and it is to be fuppos'd, the 
whole Entertainment was fuitable : Whereupon, 
Gobryas, who was a Perfon of good Senfe, was 
convine'd, how much that noble Simplicity was 
fuperior to his vain Magnificence ; and deciar'd, 
that the jfjjyrians had the Art of di'ftingui filing 
themfelves by Pride, and the Per/fans by Merit : 
But, above all Things, he admir'd the ingenious 
Vein of Humour, and the innocent Chearful- 
nefs, that reign'd throughout the whole Enter- 
tainment. 



This done, Cyrus, always intent upon his great 
Defign, proceeded with Gobryas towards the Coun- 
try of Gadates, which was beyond Babylon. In the 
Neighbourhood of this there was a ftrong Citadel, 
which commanded the Country of the &aca 9 and 
the Cadufians; and where a Governor for the King 
of Babylon refided, to keep thofe People in Awe, 
and within their Duty. On his approaching the 
Citadel, he made as if his Intention was to at- 
tack it ; whereupon, Gadates, whofe Intelligence 
with the Verfians was not yet known, by the Ad- 
vice of Cyrus, offcr'd himfelf to the Governor of 
it, to join with him in the Defence of that impor- 
tant Place. Accordingly, he was admitted with 
all his Troops, and immediately deliver'd it up 
to that Prince.The Pofteflion of this Citadel made 
him Matter of the Sac a, and Cadu/ians; and, as he 
treated thofe People with great Lenity, and Kind- 
nefs, they remain'd inviolably atcach'd to his Ser- 
vice. The Cadujians rais'd an Army of twenty 
thoufand Foot, and four thoufand Horfe ; and the 
Sac* furnifti'd ten thoufand Foot Bow-Men, and 
two thoufand Archers, that were Cavalry. 

On hearing this News, the King of dttyria took 
o the Field, in Order to punifh Gadates tor his Re- 

ad vantagcoufly was it fituated, and fo ftrong ly for- beilion; but Cyrus cngng'd him, and defeated 
tify'd on all Sides. But the good old Prince came him, making a great Slaughter of hisTroops, and 

obliging him to retreat to Babylon : Which done, 
the Conqueror employed fome Time in ravaging 
the Enemy's Country. His kind Treatment of the 
Prifoners of War, in giving them all Liberty to 
go home to their Habitations, having fprend the 

Fa mo 



out to meet Gyrus, and order'd Refrefliments to 
be brought to his whole Army ; after which, he 
conducted that young Hero into his Palace, and 
there laid an infinite Number of filvcr, and gold 
Cups, and other Ve/fels, at his Feet, together with 
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Fame of his Clemency wherever he came, Num- 
bers of People voluntarily furrender'd chemfelves 
to him, and mightily augmented his Army. 
Then advancing near the City of Babylon, he fent 
the King of djjyria a perfonal Challenge, to ter- 
minate their Quarrel by a fingle Combat ; but 
that Monarch did not think fit to accept thereof : 
Wherefore, in order to fecure the Peace and Tran- 
quillity of his Allies during his Abfence, Cyrus 
made a Kind of a Truce, or Treaty, with the 

King of sfjjyria 'y by which, it was agreed on both 
Sides, that the Husbandmen fhould not be mo- 
lefted, but fhould have full Liberty to cultivate 
their Lands, and reap the Fruits of their Labour : 
Then, after having view'd the Country, examined 
the Situation of Babylon, acquired a considerable 
Number of Friends and Allies, and greatly aug- 
mented his Cavalry, he marched away to the Do- 
minions of Cyaxares. 

When Cyrus came near the Frontiers, he fent a 
Mefienger to Cyaxares, to acquaint him with his 
Arrival, and to receive his Commands > but Cy- 
axares, jealous. of his Nephew, did not think pro- 
per to admit fo great an Army into his Country ; 
and ail Army, that was ftill going to receive an 
Aug mentation of forty thoufand Men, juft arrived 
from Perfia. He, therefore, fetout the next Day 
with what Cavalry he had left, in order to meet 
Cyrus, who like wife advanced onward to join his 
Uncle, with his Cavalry, which were very numerous, 

and made a handfome Appearance, the Sight of 
which re-kindled- the Jealoufy and DifTatis taction 

of Cyaxares. He received, therefore, his Nephew 
in a very cold Manner, turned away his Face from 
him, to avoid the receiving of his Salute, and even 
wept through Vexation. Hereupon, Cyrus com- 
manded all the Company to retire, and came to an 
Eclairciffement, with his Uncle, to remove all 
MiitrafT ; in fo doing, he fpoke to him with fo 
much Temper, Submiffion, and Reafon j and gave 
him fuch ftrong Proofs of his Integrity, Refpeci, 
and inviolable Attachment to his Perfonand Inte- 
refts, that in a Moment he difpell'd all his Sufpi- 
cions, and perfectly recovered his Favour and good 
Opinion ; infomuch that they embraced each other, 
and Tears of joy were fhed on both Sides : Nei- 
ther is it to be exprefs'd how great was the Satif- 
faction, of the Per/fans, and Medes, who waited 
the Etfent of this Interview, with Anxiety and 
Trembling. Cyaxares and Cyrus immediately re- 
mounted their Horfes; upon which all the Medes 
ranged chemfelves in the 1 rain of Cyaxares, ac- 
cording to the Orders given them by Cyrus, whilft 
the Per/Fans followed that Hero, and the Soldiers of 
each other Nation their particular Prince. When 
they were arrived at the Place for their incamp- 
ing, they conducted Cyaxares to the Tent prepar- 
ed for him, where he was immediately vifitea by 
almoft all the Medes, who came to falute him, and 
to bring him Prefents $ fomc of their own Accord, 
and others by the Direction of Cyrus. Cyaxares 
was extremely moved at this handfome Procedure, 
and began to be convinced that his Nephew had 
not corrupted his Subje&s, and that the Medes had 
the fame AfFeclion for him as before. 

Such was the Succcfs of the firft Expedition of 
Cyrus againft Crwfas, and the Babylonians. Next 
■Day a Council of War was held, in the Prefence 
or Cyaxares and all the Officers, wherein it was 
refolved to continue the War vigoroufly. 



. Not finding in Xe?wphon any Date, that precifeH •. 
ly fixes the Years, wherein the feveral Events he 
relates happened, we fuppofe with UJher, (though 
Xe?io£bon 7 s Relation does not feem to countenance 
this Notion) that between the two Battles againft 
Crcefus and the Babylonians, feveral Years inter- 
vened, during which all neceflary Preparations 
were made on both Sides, for carrying on the im- 
portant War which was begun ; and within this 
Interval we place the Marriage of Cyrus. 

We judge it then about this Time, that this 
young Prince had a Mind to take a Journey into 
his own Country, about fix or feven Years after 
his Departure out of Perjia, at the Head of the 
Perjian Army. We imagine it was on this Oc- 
cahon that Cyaxares gave Cyrus a fignal Teftimony 
of the Value he had for his Merit $ by offering 
him his only Daughter Mandane, in Marriage, 
with an AfJurance of the Kingdom of Media, as 
he had no male Iffue, for her Portion. Though 
Cyrus had a very grateful Senfe of this advanta- 
geous Offer, and exprefled the warmeft Acknow- 
ledgements of it ; he did not think himfelf at Li- 
berty to accept ic, till he had the Con fent of his 
Father and Mother : Leaving herein a rare Exam- 
ple to all future Ages, of the refpedlful Submif- 
n"on, and entire Dependence, which all Children 
ought to have upon their Parents, on the like 
Occafion; of what Age loeverthey be, or to what- 
ever Degree of Power and Greatnefs they are ar- 
rived. 

On his Return from Perfia, having obtained his 
Parents Confent, which was not much to be que- 
ftioned to fo advantageous a Match, Cyrus cele- 
brated his Nuptials with the Princefs Mandane ; 
and when the Marriage Solemnity was over, he 
return'd to his Camp, and improved what Time 
he had to fpare, in fecuring his new Conquelrs, 
and concerting proper Meafures, with his Allies* 
for accompli thing the great Dcfigns he had formed. 
Forefeeing (fays Xenophori) that the Preparations 
for War might take up Abundance of Time, he 
pitched his Camp in a very convenient and health- 
ful Place, and fortified ic extremely well, i his 
done, he breathed his Troops, by keeping them 
in continual Exercife, as if they had always had 
an Enemy in View. 

In the mean while, Word was brought by De- 
ferters, and by Prifoners that arrived every Day 
into the Camp, that the King of Babylon was gone 
into Lydia, and had carrien with him vail Sums 
of Gold and Silver. Hereupon, the common Sol- 
diers immediately concluded, that it was Fear 
which had made him remove his Treafures ; but 
Cyrus judg'd, with more Probability, that he had 
undertaken this Journey > only to raife up ibme 
new Enemy againft him ; and therefore he la- 
boured with indefatigable Application, to pre- 
pare for a fecond Engagement. 

But, above all Things, he applied himfelf to 
ftrengthen his Pcrfian Cavalry, and to have a great 
Number of Chariots of War, built after a new 
Form j having found great Inconveniencies in the 
old ones, whofe Falliion came from Troy t and 
which had continued in Ufe, till that Time through- 
out all /IJia. ^ 

During this Interval, Ambafladors arrived from 
the King of India, with a large Sum of Money 
for Cyrus, from the King their Mailer j who had 
alfo commanded them to aflure him, that he was 

very 
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very glad, he had acquainted him with what he 
wanted ; that he was willing co be his Friend and 
Ally j that, if he Itill wanted more Money, he 
had nothing to do but to let him know it 5 and 
that, in fhort, he had ordered his Ambafladors to 
pay him the fame abfolute Obedience, as they 
would to himfelf. Ic may cafily be imagined, 
that Cyrus received thefe obliging Offers with all 
poilible Thankr'ulnefs and Gratitude ; and, in Re- 
turn, he treated the AmbalFodors with the utmoft 
Civility, and made them noble Prefents : Then, 
taking Advantage of their good Difpofition, he 
delircd them to depute three of their own Body to 
the Enemy, as Envoys from the King of India, 
on Pretence of propofing an Alliance with the 
King of ' jvjfyria ; but, in Effect, to difcover hisDe- 
figns, and give him an Account of them. The 
Indian undercook this Employment very will- 
ingly and acquitted themlelves of it with great 
Ability. 

We can't help faying, however, that we think 
this Procedure, altogether repugnant to the ufual 
upright Conduct, and Sincerity of Cyrus: Could 
he be ignorant, that this was an open Violation 
of the Law of Nations, to fend Spies to an Ene- 
my's Court, under the Title of Ambalfadors; 
which is a Character, that will not fuffer thofe who 
are in vetted wilh it, to a£t fo mean a Part, or co 
be guilty of fuch i reachery ? 

In the mean while, Cyrus prepared for the ap- 
proaching Battle, like a Man, who had great De- 
signs in his Head ; he not only took Care of every 
Thing that had been refolved in Council, but he 
made it his Pleafcrre to excite a noble Emulation 
amongft his Officers, who (hould have the fineft 
Arms; who lhould be the beft mounted; who 
mould fling a Dart, or fhoot an Arrow, the moft 
dextcroufly ; or, who fhould undergo Toil and 
Fatigue with the greatelr. Patience. This he 
brought abott by taking chem along with him a 
hunting, and by conltantly rewarding thofe that 
diftinauifhed themfelves molt therein ; and when- 



Babylon 5 that the lonians, Eolians, and molt Part 
of the Greeks living in jffia, had been obliged to 
join them j that Crcepis had like wife fent to the 
Lacedamonians, to bring them into a Treaty of Al- 
liance ; and that the Army was aflembled near the 
River Pa&ofus, from whence it was to advance to 
Tbymbra) which was the Place of Rendezvous for 
all the Troops : This Relation was confirmed, by 
the Accounts that were brought, both by the Pri- 
foners and Spies. 

At this News, the Army of Gyrus, were not a 
little daunted, and terrified j but that Prince hav- 
ing aflembled his Officers, and reprefented to them 
the infinite Difference between the Enemy's Troops 
and theirs, foon difpelleid their Fears, and revived 
their Courage. In the mean Time, he had taken 
all proper liieafures, that his Army lhould be pro- 
vided with Neceflaries of every Kind ; and had 
iven Orders, as well for their March, as for the 




a tele he was give ; in the doing of which, he 
defcended to an artonifhing Detail, which JCeno- 
pbon relates at length, and Which reached from the 
chief Commanders down to the very low eft fubal- 
tern Officers; for he knew very well, that upon 
fuch Precautions the Succefs of Enterprises de- 
pends, which often mifcarry through the Neglect 
of the fmalleft Circumffances ; in fame Manner 
as it frequently happens, that the Playing, or 
Movement of the greater! Machines, is (topped 
through the Diforder of one fingle Wheel, though 
never fo little. 

This Prince knew all the Officers of his Army 
by Name ; and making ufe of a low, but fignifi- 
cant Comparifon, would frequently fay ; ■« He 
thought it ftrange, that an ArtfLer lhould 
know the Names' of all his Tools, and a Gene- 
ral lhould be fo indifferent, as not to know the 
Names of all his Officers, which are the In- 
struments he rhuft make ufe of, in all his Eri- 

" B6fides. he 



ever he obferved that any Officer* were particu- 
larly careful of their Men, he praifed them pub- 
licity, and (hewed them alt the Favour, that was 
pofirble, to give them Encouragement. When he 
made any realtfor them, he never propofed any 
other Diversions than milirary Exercifes, and al- 
ways beftow'd conh'derable Prizes on the Con- 
querors, by which Means an univcrfal Ardor was 
diifufed throughout his Army. In a Word, he 
was a General, who in his Repofc, as well as 
Action, nay, even in his Pleafures, his Meals, 
Converfatioi s, and Walks, had his Thoughts en- 
tirely bent upon the fmprbvement of the bervice : 
'Tis by fuch Methods a Man becomes an able and 

compleat Warrior. 

On thu'r Return from the Enemy's Camp, the 

Indian Ambalf.idors brought Word, that Cra'fus 
waschofen Genera I illi mo of their Army ; that all 
the Kings and Prm es, in their Alliance, bad a- 
grced to furnilh the neceffary Sums of Money for 
railing the Troops j that the Thrac tans had already 
engaged rhemfelvesj that from F.pyft there was 
a itror.g Reinforcement coming, conJifWng of an 
hundred and twenty Thoufand Men; that another 
Army was expected from Cyprus ; that the C7//- 
ciansy the People of the two Pbrygia*s> the Lycao- 
mans, Pjpbhgomansy Cuppadptians, drabs, and 
Pbenicians, were already arrived ; that the -djTy- 
riam were likewife come up with the King of 



** terprizes and Operations." uenues, ne was 
perfua ded, that fuch an Attention was infinitely 
more honourable for the Officers, more engaging, 
and more proper to excite them to do their Duty ; 
as it naturally induced them to believe, they were 
both known and efteemed by their General. 

When all the Preparations were rihifhed, Cyrus 
took Leave of Cyaxares, who ftaid in Media, 
with a third Part of his Troops, that the Coun- 
try might not be left entirely defencelefs : And as 
he well under flood, how advantageous it is always 
to make the Enemy's Country the Scat of W ar, 
he did not wait for the Baby tomans coming to at- 
tack him in Media, but advanced to meet them in 
their Territories ; that he might both confume 
their Forage by his Troops, and drfconcert their 
Meafures by his Quickncfs and the Boldnefs of his 
Undertaking. Aftef a very long March he came 
up to the Enemy at Tbymbra, a City ofLydia, not 
far from Sardis, the Capital of the Coon try. They 
did not imagine, this Prince, with Half their 
Number of forces, could think of coming to at- 
tack them in their Country: And they were 
ftrangely furpmcd to fee htm, before they had 
laid m the Provisions, neceflary for theSubfifrcnce 
of their numerous Army, or aflembled all the 
Forces they intended to have cmploy'd in the Bat- 
tle; which was one of the molt cohflderahlc Events 
in Antiquity, fince it decided the Empire of AJid* 
between the djfyriahs of Babylon, and the Per' 
Jans. 

In the Army of Cyrus, the Companies of Foot 

con- 



The HIS TO RT of CYRUS the Great. 



incaincci lwcjvc ivieu. ^.i.^wih-j 
particular fuperiour Officer to command them, 
hole Poit might anfwer pretty well to that of a 



confifted of an hundred Men each, cxclufivc of 
the Officer that led them. Each of thefe Com- 
panies were divided into four Parties, confining 
of twenty-f our Men, not including the Perfon who 
commanded them. Every Party was again di- 
vided into two Files, each or which consequently 
contained twelve Men. Every ten Companies had 

a 

Colonel with us; and ten "of thofc Bodies again 
had another fuperiour Commander, whom we may- 
call a Brigadier- 

We have already obfervcd, that Cyrus, when 

he firll came at the Head of the thirty thoufand 
Per/tans, to fupport his Uncle Cyaxares, did then 
make a confiderable Change in the arming of his 
Troops. Two thirds of them till then only knew 
how to ufe Javelins, or Bows, and confequently could 
only fight at a Diftance from the Enemy : fnltead 
of thefe, therefore Cyrus armed the grcateit Pare 
of them with CuirafTcs, Bucklers and Swords, or 
Battle- Axes; and left but few of his Soldiers in 

light Armour. 

The Pcrfians did not then know the Ufe of Ca- 
valry; wherefore Cyrus, who was very fcnfible 
that nothing was of preater Service ; towards the 
gaining a Battle thanHorfe, being fully apprized 
ot the great Difadvantage he laboured under in 
that Reipect, and therefore took wife and early 
Precautions to remedy that Evil. Accordingly, 
he fucceeded in his Defign, and by little and little 
formed a Body of Perjian Cavalry, which amount- 
ed to ten thoufand Men, and were the bell Troops 

of his Army. 

We (hall fpeak elfewhere of the other Change 
he introduced, with Refpect to the Chariots of 
War. 'Tis now Time to give the Number of the 
Tr^ps ,,<r h>c!i Armies; which cannot be fix'd but 
by Conjecture, and by putting together feveral 
fca^r'd Paflages of Xenophon ; chat Author hav- 
ir.ii; omitted that material Circumftancc, of ac- 
quainting us prccifely with their Numbers ; which 
appears fur prizing in a Man fo expert in military 
Afikirs, as that Hiftorian. 

The Army of Cyrus, then, as far as can be ga- 
thered by Circumftanccs, amounted, in the whole, 
to an hundred and ninety-fix thoufand Men, Horfe 
and Foot, Of thefe there were feventy thoufand 
natural born Pcrjians, viz. ten thoufand Cuiraf- 
fiers, Horfe ; twenty thoufand Cuiraflicrs, Foot ; 
twenty thoufand Pike-men, and twenty thoufand 
lightly arm'd. The reft of the Army, to the 
Number of an hundred and twenty-fix thoufand 
Men, confitted of twenty-fix thoufand Median, 
Armenian, and Arabian Horfe, and an hundred 
thoufand Foot of the fame Nations. 

Befides thefe Troops, Cyrus had three hundred 
Chariots of War, arm'd with Scythes ; each Cha- 
riot drawn by four Horfcs a-brcaft, cover'd with 
Trappings, that were Shoot-proof; as were alfo 
the Horlcs of the Perjian Cuira fliers. He had 
like wife ordered a great Number of Chariots to be 
made of a larger Size, upon each of which was 
placed a Tower, of about eighteen or twenty Foot 
nigh, in which were lodged twenty Archers. Each 
Chariot was drawn upon Wheels, by fixteen Oxen 
yoked a-Brealfc. Befides, there was a confider- 
able Number of Camels, upon each of which were 
mounted two yJrabian Archers, Bad: to Back ; fo 
that one lookYl towards the Head, and the other 
towards the Tail of the Camel. 
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As to the Army of Crafts, it was above twice 
as numerous as that of Cyrus, amounting, in all, 
to four hundred and twenty thoufand Men, ot 
which there was fixty thoufand Cavalry. They 
confilted chiefly of Babylonians, Lydians, Phry- 
gians, Cappadocians, of the Nations about the 
Hcllcfpont, and of Egyptians, to the Number of 
three hundred and and fixty thoufand Men ; the 
Egyptians alone making a Body of a hundred and 
twenty thoufand. They had Bucklers, that co- 
vered them down to the Feet, very long Pikes, and 
fhort Swords, but very broad. The reft of the 
Army was made up of Cyprians, Cilicians, Ly 
caonians, Papklagonians, Thracians, and Ionian* 

When the Forces of Croefus were drawn up in 
Order of Battle, they were all rang'd in one Line, 
the Infantry in the Center, and the Cavalry on the 
Wings. His Troops, both Foot and Horfe, were 
all thirty Mcen deep; but the Egyptians, who, 
as we have obferved before, were an hundred and 
twenty thoufand in Number, and who were the 
principal Strength of his Infantry, in the Center 
of which they were placed, were divided into 
twelve large Bodies, or fquare Battalions, of ten 
thoufand Men each, which had an hundred Men 
in Front, and as many in Depth, with an interval 
or Space between every Battalion, that they mighc 
act and fight independant of, and without inter- 
fering with one another. Crafts would gladly 
have perfuaded them to range rhcmfelves in a lefs 
Depth, that they might make the wider Front. 
The Armies were upon a vaft immenle Plain, w hich 
gave Room for the extending of their Winn 3 to the 
Right and Left; and the Dcfign of Cn/iu, upon 
which alone he founded his Hopes of Victory, was 
co iurrour.d and hem in the Enemy'j Army: But 
he could not prevail upon the Egyptians to change 
the Order of Battle, to which they had been ac- 
cuftom'd. His Army, as it was thus drawn out 
into one Line, took up near forty Stadia, or five 



Miles in Length. 

^frajpes, who under the Pretence of Difcontcnt 
had retired to the Army of Crafts, and who had 
received particular Orders from Cyrus, coobferve 
well the Manner of that General's ranging his 
Troops, return'd to the Pa fan Camp the Day be- 
fore the Engagement of the two Armies, and did 
him great Service. ' Accordingly Cyrus, in form- 
ing his Order of Battle, governed himfelf by the 
Dil pofition of the Enemy's Army, of which that 
young Median Nobleman had given him an exact 
Account. 

The Per/Fan Troops had been generally ufed to 
engage four and twenty in Depth, but Cyuts 
thought fit, on this Occafion, to change that Dif- 
pofition. It was necelfary for him to iorm as wide 
a Front as he poflibly could, without coo much 
weakening his Battalions, to prevent his Army's 
being enclofed or hem'd in. His Infantry was ex- 
cellent, and molt advantageoufly armed with Cui- 
rafles, Partisans, Battle-Axes, and Swords; and 
provided they could but come to clofe with the 

Enemy, Body to Body, there was little Reafon to 
believe the Lydians, who were only arm'd with 
light Bucklers and Javelins, could be able to fland 
the Brunt. Cyrus therefore thin'd the Files of his 
Infantry one Half, and rang'd them only twelve 
Men deep. The Cavalry were drawn out on the 
two Wings, the Right commanded by Chryfantes, 
and the left by Hyjtifpcs^ The whole Front of the 
Army took up but thirty-two Stadia* or four 

A a Miles 
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Miles Length of Ground \ and, confequcntly, was 
at each End near four Stadia, or Half a Mile, 
ihort of the Enemy's Army. 

Behind the fir 11 Line, aca little Diftance, Cyrus 
placed the Spear-men, and behind chem the Ar- 
chers ; both the one and the ottier of which were 
covered by the Soldiers that were before chem, 
over whofe Heads they could fling their Javelins, 
and lhooc their Arrows, at the Enemy. 

Behind all thefe he formed another Line, to 
ferve for the Rear, which confifted of the bra veil 
Fellows he had in his Army. Their Bulinefs was 
to have their Eyes upon chofe that were placed 
before tru-m ; to encourage thofe that did cheir Du- 
ty; to futtain and threaten thofe chat gave Ground, 
and even to kill chofe as Traitors chac run away ; 
by chat Means to keep che Cowards in Awe, and 
make chem have as great a Terrour of thofe that 
followed chem, as chey could pollibly have of che 
Enemy. 

Behind the Army were placed thofe movin 
Towers, which we have already defcrib'd. The 
form'd a Line, equal and parallel to chac of che 
Armyjanddid no only ferve co annoy che Enemy 
bv che perperual Difcharges of che Archers chat 
were in chem, but might likewife be look'd upon 
as a kind of moveable Forts, or Redoubts, under 
which che Pa fun Troops might rally, in cafe 
chey were broken and puuVd by the Enemy. Juft 
behind chefe Towers were cwo other Lines, which 
alfo were parallel and equal co the Front of che 
Army ; che one was formed of che Baggage, and 
che other of che Chario's, which carried che Wo- 
men, and fuch other Perfons as were unfit for 
Service. 

To clofe all chefe Lines, and to fecure them 
from the Infulcs of the Enemy, Cyrus placed in che 
Rear of all, two thoufand Infantry, two thoufand 
Horfe, and the Troop of Camels, which was precy 
numerous. His Delign in forming cwo Lines of 
the Baggage was not only to make his Army 
appear more numerous than it really was, but 
likewife co oblige che Enemies, in cale they were 
refolvcd co encompafs him, as he knew they pur- 
pofed to do, co make che longer Circuit, and 
confequendy to weaken cheir Line, by (tretching 

ic ouc fo far. 

We are ftill to fpeak of the Per/tan Chariots of 
War, rhac were arm'd wi h Scyches ; and which 
were divided inco three Bodies, of an hundred 
each : One of thefe Bodies, commanded by jtb- 
radjt.s, King of Sufiana, was placed in the Front, 
and the other two upon the two Flanks of che 
Army : wiuh wa: the Oidtr ol Bactle of che two 
Armies 

On the Morning uf the Engagement, Cyi us made 
a Sacrifice, durii.g which l ime his Army cook a 
little RclVe lament \ and the Soldiers, after having 
offri'd their Libations to che Gods, recired, and 
put on their Armour. Newer was there any Sight 
more har.dfome, fplendid, or magnificent: Coat- 
armours, Cuira'TeiM Bucklers, Helmets, one could 
not tell which to admire mofr : Men and Horfes, 
all fi. .ely ifjuipcd, and glirtcrii.g in Brafs and 
bcarlct, 

VV'ien jfhi Jihtfs was jufl going to puc on his 
Cuirafs, which was only of ftitch'd Lmnen, ac- 
cording to the the Falhjou of his Country, his 
Wife Pant hi a came and prefented him with an 
Helmet, Vambraces, and Gauntlet;;, all of pure 
Gold j together with a Coac Armour of his own 
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Length, plaited at the Bottom, and a purple 
colour'd Plume of Feathers. She had got all this 
Armour prepared wichout her Husband's Know- 
ledge, that her Prefent might be che more agree- 
able, on Account of the Surprize. In Spite, how- 
ever, of all her Endeavours to the contrary, when 
Hie drefs'd him in this Armour, fhe co'u'd not help 
fliedding fome Tears ; buc notwithstanding all her 
Tendernefs for him, lhe herfelf exhorted Him to 
die with his Sword in his Hand, rather than not 
fignalize himfelf in a Manner fuitable to his Birch, 
and chac might anfwer the Idea flie had endea- 
voured to give Cyrus of his Gallantry and Worth. 
" Our Obligations (fays (he) to that Prince are 
infinitely great : I was his Prifoner, and, as 
fuch, wa* fet apart for his Pleafure ; but when 
I came into his Hands, I was neither ufed like a 
Captive, nor had any difhonourable Conditions 
impofed on me for my Freedom. He treated 
me, as if I had been his own Brother's Wife; 
and in Return, I a flu red him, you would be 
capable of acknowledging fach extraordinary 
Goodnefs. " " O Jupiter! (cry'd jforadates, 
lifting up his Eyes cowards Heaven) gjrant that 
on this Occafion I may approve myfelr an Huf- 
band worthy of Panthea, and a Friend worthy 
of fo generous a Benefactor. " Having thus 
faid. he mounted his Chariot ; and Panthea, not 
being able to embrace him any longer, was ready 
to kifs che very Chariot he rode in ; and, when 
flie had purfued him with her Eyes, as far as lhe 
poflibly could, retired. 

Alfoon as Cytus had finifh'd his Sacrifice, given 
his Officers the Neceflary Orders and Inftru&ions 
for the Bactle, and put them in mind of paying che 
Homage chat is due co the Gods, every Man went 
and took his Poft. Some of his Officers brought 
him Wine and Victuals j he eat a little, without 
fitting down, and made the reft be diftribured a- 
mongft thofe that were about him. He took a lit- 
tle Wine likewife, and pour'd out a Part of it, as 
an Offering to the Gods, before he drank; and all 
the Company follow 'd his Example. After this, 
he pray'd again to the God of his Fathers, deftr- 
ing he would pleafe to be his Guide, and corrreto 
his Aflifrancej then he mounted his Horfe, and 
commanded all to follow him 

As he was confidering on which Side he fhduld 
turn his March, he heard a Clap of Thunder on 
the Right, and cry'd out, " Sovereign Jupiter^ 
" we follow thee : " And thac Ihftant he began 
his March, having Chryfantes on his Right, who 
commanded the right Wing of che Horfe, and 
jfi fames on his Left, who commanded the Foot. 
He warn'd them, above all Things, to take Care 
of the Royal Standard, and to make their Ad- 
vances, all of them equally: The Standard was a 
golden Eagle at the End of a Pike, with its Wings 
itretched out ; and ever fince that Time tWc Kings 
of P'ctfia have ufed the fame. He made his Army 
hale three Times, to take Breath, before they ar- 
riv'd at the Enemy's Army; and after havinj 
march'd about twenty Stadia* or two Miles an 
an Half, chey began to difcover them. 

When che two Armies were within Sight of each 
other, and the Enemy had obferved how much 
the Front of theirs exceeded that of Cyrus f chey 
made the Center of their Army halt, whilft ihe 
two Wings advanced, in a rounding Manner, to 
the Right and Lefc, defigniug to inclofc his Army, 

and to begin their Attack on every Side at «he 

fame 
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This being the Signal, which C/rus ha j given 
Aoradates for attacking the Front of the Enemy's 
Army, he drove as quick as Lightning, and flew 
upon them with all his Chariots. Their fir It Ranks 
were not able to frand fo violent a Charge, bur 
gave Way, and were difpers'd. Having broken, 
and overthrown them, Jfbradatcs came up to the 
Egyptian Battalions, which, being covered with 
their Bucklers, and marching in fuch clofe Order, 
that the Chariots had not Room to pierce amonoft 
them, gave him much moreTrouble, and would 
not have been broken, had it not been for the Vi- 
olence of the Horfes, that trod upon them. 'Twas 
then a moft dreadful Sight, to behold the tieaps 
of Men, and Horfes, over-turn'd Chariots, broken 
Arms, and all the direful Effects of fliarp Scythes, 
which cut every Thing in Pieces, that came in 
theirWav. But the Chariot of Abradates having 
the Misfortune to be over-turn'd, he and his Men 
were kill d, after they had fignaliz'd their Valour 
in an extraordinary Manner. The Egyptians then 
marching forwards in clofe Order, and cover'd 
with their Bucklers, oblig'd the Perjian Infantry 
to give Way, and drove them beyond their fourth 
Line, as far as to their Machines. There they 
met with a frefti Shower of Arrows, and Javelins, 
that were poured upon their Heads from the rol- 
ling Towers j and the Battalions of the 'Pajian 
Rear-Guard advancing Sword in Hand 3 hintier'd 
their Archers, and Spear- Men, from retreating 
any farther, and oblig'd them to return to the 
Charge again. 

In the mean Time, Cyrus^ having put both the 
Horfe and Foot to Flight, on the Left of the E- 
gyptians, did not amufe himfelf in purfumg the 
Run-aways : But, puftiing on directly to the 

Centre, had the Mortification to find his Perfia?t 
Troops had been fore'd to give Way; and rightly 
judging, that the only Means of hindering the 
Eg pt tans from gaining farther Ground, would be 
to attack them behind ; he did fo, and fell upon 
their Rear : The Cavalry came up at the fame 
Time, and the Enemy were punVd on all Sides, 
with great Fury. However, the Egyptians, though 
thus briskly ^rtack'd, fae'd about every Way, and 
defended themfelves with wonderful Bravery ; in- 
fomuch, that Cyrus himfelf was in great Danger ; 
for, his Horfe, which & Soldier had ftabb'd in the 
Belly, finking under him, he fell, in theMidit of 
his Enemies. Here was an Opportunity, fays Xf- 
nophon, of feeing of what valt Confequence it is 
for a Commander to have the Affection of his 
Soldiers. Both Officers, and Men, equally alarmVl 
at the Danger, in which they law their Leadei, 
ran headlong into the thick Foreft of Pikes, r;j 
refcuc, and lave him* upon which, he quickly 
mounted another Horfe, and the Battle became 
more bloody than ever. At length, Cyrus, ad- 
miring the Valour of the Egyptians^ and being 
concern'd to fee fuch brave Men perifli, ofFer'd 
them honourable Conditions, if they would fur- 
render; letting them know, at the fame lime, 
that all their Allies had abandon'd them. The 
Egyptians accepted the Conditions ; and, as they 

. 0 -__ were no iefs eminent, in Point of Fidelity, tha i in 

they were in this Confufion, a little Body of Horfe, Courage, they ttipulated, that they fliould not be 
commanded byArtagefes } pufh'd them very warm- oblig'd to carry Arms againft Cra[us % in whofe 

Service they had been engag'd : From thencefor- 

, „ ....j - r ... waid, they lerv'd in the Pcrjhui Army with an 

them, at the fame Ti me they were entirely rout- inviolable Fidelity, 
etl, and the Slaughter was terrible. Xoio- 



fame Time. This Motion did not at all alarm 
Cyrus, becaufe he expected it : Wherefore, having 
given the Word for rallying thcTroops, Jupiter, 
Leader, and Piotettor, he left his Right Wing, 
pro mi ring to rejoin them immediately, and help 
them to conquer, if it was the Will of the 
Gods. 

Cyrus then rode through all the Ranks, to give 
his Orders, and to encourage the Soldiers ; and 
he, who, on all other Occafions, was fo modeft, 
and fo far from the leaft Air of Oftentation., was 
now full of a noble Confidence, and fpoke as, if 
he was fure of Viftory: " Follow me, Comrades 
lt (fays he) theVi&ory is certainly ours; the Gods 
" are for us." And, on his obferving, that many 
of his Officers, and even Abradates himfelf, were 
uneafy at the Motion, which the two Wings of 
the Lydian Army made, in Order to attack them 
on the two Flanks : " Thofe Troops alarm you 
" (fays he) believe me, they are the very tirft 
u Troops that will be routed : And to you, Abra- 
<c dates, I give that as a Signal of theTime,when 
" you are to fall upon the Enemy with your Cha- 
ct riots." In the Sequel, everyThing came to pafs, 
juft as Cyrus had loretold. After he had given 
the Orders he thought fit in every Place, he re* 
turn'd to the Right Wing of his Army. 

When the two detach'd Bodies of the Lydian 
Forces were fufficiently extended, Crafus gave the 
Signal to the main Body of his Army, which 
march'd up direftly to the Front of the Perfian 
Army; whilft the two Wings, that were wheeling 
round upon their Flanks, advane'd on each Side; 
fo chat the Army of Cyrus was hemm'd in, and 
inclos'd on three Sides, as if it had had three great 



Armies to engage with; and, as Xenophon fays, 
look'd like a fmall Square inclos'd within a 
greater. 

In an Tnftant, on the firft Signal Gyius gave, 
his Troops fae'd about on every Side, keeping a 
profound Silence, in Expectation of the Event : 
He then thought it Time to found the Hymn of 
Battle, which the whole Army anfwer'd with loud 
Shouts, and Invocations on the God of War. Then 
Cyrus, at the Head of fomeTroops of Horfe, briskly 
follow'd by a Body of the Foot, fell immediately 
upon the Enemy's Forces, that were marching to 
attack the Right of his Army in Flank ; and, ha- 
ving attack'd them in Flank, as they intended to 
do nim, put them into great Diforder; upon 
which, the Chariots driving furioufly upon the 
Lydian j, cornpleated their Defeat, and gain'd the 
Day. 

At the fame Moment, the Troops of the Left 
Flank, knowing, by the Noife, that Cyrus had be- 
gun the Battle on the Right, advane'd to the E- 
ncmy: And immediately the Squadron of Camels 
was made to advance like wife, as Cyrus had or- 
der*d. The Enemy's Cavalry did not expefc this; 
and their Horfes, at a Diftance, alfoon as ever 
chey were fenfiblc of the Approach of thofe Ani- 
mals ( for Horfes cannot endure the Smell of Ca- 
mels) began to fnort, prance, run foul upon, and 
over-turn one another, throw irg fevcral of their 
Riders, and treading them under their Feet. Whilft: 
they were in this Confufion, a little Body of He " 
commanded byArtagefes % pufiVd them very wa 
ly, chat they might not be able to rally; and 
Chariots arm'dwith Scythes falling furioufly 11 
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X.?;o[\-on obferves hereupon, that Cyrus gave 
them the Cities of Ljriffj, and Cy/lcnc, near Cu- 
upon the Sca-Coaitj as alio jeveral other In- 
land Places, which were inhabited by their De- 
scendants., even in his Time ; and he add*, that 
theft Places wore, even then, calPd the Cities ot 
the 1\? v f?i\jxs* This Observation made by Xtno- 
fhfKy and alio manv others, in levcral Parts ot 
his C\rcp*cJia % in Order to prove the Truth of the 
Thh.gs he advances, (hew plainly, that he meant 
tint Work as a true Hiitory ot dries, at lealr, 
with Helped: to the main Jubilance of it, and 
to the greatest Part of the Facts, and Transac- 
tion?. 

The Battle laded till Evening, and ended in 
the entire Defeat of the Enemy} upon which, 
C/c hs recreated as tail as he could, with his 
Forces to Sjrdh. The Troops ot the other Na- 
tions, likewiie. that very Night, directed their 
O v Jrfe, each to their own Country, and made as 
]«-»!-£ Marches as they poilTbl y could: As for the 
Corquerois, aif.jon as they had taken a little Re- 
f-eihrocnr, and let the ncceifary Guards, they went 
to Kilt 

7 i'ib ailow'J, that this Victory of Cytus was 
cl-ierly ov. ing to his Pcrfiun Cavalry 5 which was 
a re\v Eltublithmen:, and entirely the Fruits of 
t ha: Piincc's C arc, ar.d Activ ity 5 in forming his 
ro'>p'e? and p.r.LCtirg them in a Part of the mi- 
ii:a : v Ar:, of \>hich, till this Time, they had 
been" utterly ignorant. The Chariots arnVd with 
£cv:!:ii did ^yoj Service, and the Ufe of them 
was afterwards p refer v'd among the PdjLm j.Tf e 
Camels too were not unserviceable in the Battle, 
though _AV//r/ makes r.o great Account of them, 
and obferves that, in his Time, they made no 
other Ufe of them, than to carry the Baggage. 

W'c don't undertake to write apanegyrick upon 
Cyjs t or to magnify his Merit: 7 lis fufficient to 
take Notice, that, in th:s Action, we fee all the 
Qualities ol a great General ihine in him. Be- 
fore the Batrle, an admirable Sagacity, and Forc- 
iiijht, in difcovcring, ard difappointing the Ene- 
mVf Mea lures j an infinite Exactness in the Detail 
<.{ \ {Fairs, in taking Care that his Army fhould 
be provided with every Thing necetfary, and all 
ins Orders pur.-ihiaMy executed at the Time ap- 
poirted; a wonderful Application to gain the 
Heart? or his boldkrs, and to infpire them with 
( o : .f;de:.ce and Ardor: In the Heat of Aftion, 
what a Spirit, and Activity; what a Pre fence of 
Mr.d in giving Orders, as Occafion rcquir'd ; what 
Counige, and intrepidity; and, at the fame Time, 
what Humanity towards the Enemy, whofe Va- 
in 1 . r he rtlfeited, and whole Blood he was un- 
willing »o f ; ill ! We (hall fee prefently what good 
Ufe h- made of the Viclory he obtain'd. 

But, what appear.! "o us trill more remarkable, 
and more worthy of Admiration, than all the reft, 
is the militant Care he rook, on all Occafions, to 
pav f hat Homage, ard Worfaip to the Deity, 
wfii« h he thought bclong'd to him. Douhtlels, 
r'.ic Reader has been furpriv-'d to fee, in the Re- 
JanoM we have given of thh Battle, how* many 
Times Cytttt, in ^ijrht of all his Arm)*, makes 
Mei-tiori of the Cods, offers Sacrifices, and Liba- 
tions ro them, nddreflcs himfcli to them, by Pray- 
er, and Invocation, and implores their .Succour, 
and Protection. But, in this, we have added no- 
thing to the origi. al Text of the Wi/torian, who 
\vau alfo a military Perfoa himfcli i and who 



thought it no Diihonour to himfclf, or the Pro- 
lelfion, to relate thefe particular Circum fiances. 
W hat a Shame then, and a Reproach, would it be 
to a Chriiirian Officer, or General, if, on a Day of 
Battle, he lhould bluih to appear as religious, and 
devout, as a Pagan Prince j and, if the Lord of Hofts, 
the God otArmics,whom he acknowledges as fucb, 
lhould inakealefs Frnpreiiion upon his Mind, than 
a Rcfpect for the falfe Deities of Paganifm did 
upon the Mind of Cyrus? 

As for Ct\:j\iSy he makes no great Figure in this 
Action j not one Word is faid of him during the 
whole Engagement. But that profound Silence, 
which Xcnophon keeps, with Refpe& to chatPrince, 
ieems, in our Opinion, to fay a great deal ; and 
gives us to underttand, that a Man may be a 
powerful Monarch, ^ or a rich Potentate, without 
being a great Warrior. 

To return to the Camp of the Perjians, it is 
eafy to imagine, that Panthaa muft be in the 
utmoit Affliction, and Diltrefs, when the News 
was brought her, of the Death of her dear ^bra- 
dates. In Effect, fhe was abfolutely incor.fohible; 
accordingly, having caus'd his dead Body to be 
brought to her, and holding it upon her Knees, 
quite out of her benfes, with her Eyes ttedfaftly 
hx\i upon the melancholy Object, flic thought of 
nothing but feeding her Grief, and indulging her 
Milery, with the sight of that difmal, and bloody 
Spectacle. Cytus, being told what a Condition 
fhc was in, and being greatly arretted l Herewith, 
ran immediately to her, fympathiz'd with her 
Affliction, and bewail'd her unhappy Face with 
Tears of Companion; doing all chat" he poffibly 
could to give her Comfort, and ordering extraor- 
dinary Honours to be lhevvn to the brave deceafed 
yibi adatcs. But, it was all in vainj no fooner 
was he retired, than Pant ha J, overpower'd with 
Grief, (tuck a Poniard into her own Breaft, and 
i- II dead upon the Body of her. Husband. Here- 
upon, they were both bury'd in one common 
Grave, upon the very Spotj and a (tately Monu- 
ment was erected for them, which was ltanding 
in the Time of Xcnophon. 

The next Morning, Cyrus march 'd towards 
Sardis ; yet, if we credit what Herodotus fays 
upon this Head, Crevfus was fo far from thinking 
that Cyrus defign'd to (hut him up in the City, 
that he march'd out with his Forces, to meet him, 
and to give him Battle. According to chat Hif- 
torian, the Lydians were the brave(t, and moft 
warlike-People in allxjfo .' Their principal Strength 
confilted in 'their Cavalry j upon which, Cyrus, 
to render them the lefs fcrviccable, made his Ca- 
mels advance firftj of which Animals, as has been 
obferv'd, the Horfe could neither endure the Sight, 
nor Smell, and therefore, immediately retir'd, on 
their Approach. Hereupon, the Riders difniount- 
ed, and came to an Engagement on Foot, which 
was obftinately maintain'!} on both Side3$ but, 
at length, the Lydians gave Way, and were fore'd 
to retreat into the City; which Cyrus quickly 
befieg'd, caufing his Engines to be Icvcl'd againft 
the Walls, and his Scaling-Laddcrs to be prcpar'dj 
as if he intended to attack it by Storm. But, 
whiift he was amufing the Befieg'd with thefe 
Preparations, the Night following, he made him- 
fclf Matter of the Citadel, by a privaco Way, 
that led thereto i and which he was inform'd of by 
a Ptrfan Slave, who had been Servant to the 
Governor of that Fortrefs. Ac Break of Day, then* 

he 
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he cnter'd the City, where he met with no Re- 
finance ; and his firfl Care was to prcfervc it from 
t> e ing plunder'd j for, he perceiv'd the Chaldeans 
had quitted their Ranks, and already began to 
difpcrfe themfelves in feveral Places. To Hop the 
rapacious Hands of foreign Soldiers, and tie them, 
as it were, by a Angle Command, in a City fo 
abounding with Riches, as Sardis then was, is a 
Thing not to be done, but by fuch a Angular 
Authority, as Cyrus had over his Army : Accor- 
dingly, he gave all the Citizens to underftand, 
that their Lives fhould be fpar'd, and neither their 
Wives, nor Children touch'd, provided they 
brought him all their Gold and Silver. This Con- 
dition they readily comply'd with; and Crarfus 
himfelf, whom Cyrus had order'd to be conducted 
to him, fet them an Example, by delivering up 
all his Riches and Treafures to the Conqueror. 

When Cyrus had given all neceflary Orders con- 
cerning the City, he had a particular Converfation 
with Crarfus ; of whom he ask'd, among other 
Things, what he now thought of the Oracle of 
Dclphosy and of the Anfwers given by; the God 
that prefided there, for whom, it was faid, he had 
always had a great Regard. Hereupon, that 
Prince immediately acknowlcdg'd, that he had 
jultly incurr'd the Indignation of that God, for 
having Ihewn a Diftruft of his Anfwers; and for 
having put him to the Trial, by an abfurd, and 
ridiculous Queftion ; He then declared, that, not- 
withftanding all this, he ftill had no Reafon to 
complain; becaufe, having confulted him, to 
know what he ihould do, in Order to lead an hap- 
py Life, the Oracle had given him forAnfwer; 
that he mould enjoy a perfect, and lafting Happi- 
nefs, when he once came to the Knowledge of 
himfelf. ** For Want of this Knowledge (conti- 
nued he) and believing myfelf, through the 
execflive Praifes that were lavifli'd upon me, 
to be fome thing very di He rent from what I am, 
I accepted the Title of Generaliflimo of the 
whole Army; and unadvifedly cngag'd in a War 
againft a Prince, that is infinitely fuperior to 
me in all Refpccts. But now, that I am in- 
ftru&ed by myDefeat, and begin to know myfelf, 
I believe, I am going to commence my Happi- 
nefs ; and, if you be favourable to me (for my 
u Fate is in your Hands) I {hall certainly be fo." 
Thefc Words mov'd Cyrus with Companion, for the 
Misfortunes of a Prince, who was fallen, in a 
Moment, from fo great an Elevation ; and admi- 
ring hisEquanimity, under fuch a Reverfe of For- 
tune, he treated him with Abundance of Clemency, 
and Kindnefs; fufFering him to enjoy both tne 
Title and Authority of King, under the Reflec- 
tion of not having the Power to make War; that 
3s, he cas'd, and freed him ( as Crafus acknow- 
ledge himfelf) from all the burthenfomc Part of 
regal Grandeur, and truly put him into a Condi- 
tion of leading an happy Life, exempt from all 
Care and Difquict. From thenceforward, he took 
him with him in all his Expeditions; cither out 
of Efteem for him, and to have the Bene fit of his 
Counfcl ; or out of Policy, and to be the more 
fecure of his Perfon. 

Herodotus, and other Writers after him, relate 
this Story, with the Addition of fome very re- 
markable Circumftances; which we think ourfelvcs 
hound to mention, notwithstanding they feem to 
be n n , c h more fur prizing than true. 
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We have already obferv'd, that the only Son 
Cnvfus had living was dumb. This young Prince, 
feeing a Soldier, when the City was taken, ready 
to give the King, whom he did not know, a Stroke 
upon the Head with his Scymitar, made fuch a 
violent Effort, and Struggle, out of Fear, and 
Tendernefs for the Life of his Father, that he 
broke the Strings, which had, till then, been ty'd, 
of his Tongue, and crj'd out, Soldier, fpeire the 
Life of Crcefus. 

However, that unfortunate Prince, when Prifo- 
ner, was condemn'd by the Conqueror to be burnt 
.alive : Accordingly, the Funeral-Pile was prepa- 
red, and the miferablc Victim, juft as he was laid 
thereon, and upon the Point of Execution, recol- 
lecting the Converfation he had formerly had with 
Solon, was wofully convine'd of the Truth of that 
Philofbpher's Admonition ; and, in Remembrance 
thereof, cry'd out aloud three Times, O Solon, 
Solon, < K *olon ! Whereupon, Cyrus, who, with the 
chief Officers of his Court, was prefent at this 
Spectacle, was curious to know why Ct afus pro- 
noune'd that celebrated Philofoper's Name with 
fo much Vehemence, in this Extremity ; and, on 
being told the Reafon, and refle£ring upon the 
uncertain State of all fublunary Things, he was 
touch'd with Commiferation at the Prince's Mis- 
fortune, caus'd him to be taken from the Pile, and 
treated him afterwards, as long as he liv'd, with 
Honour and Refpeft. Thus had Solon the Glory, 
if true, with one lingle Word, to fave the Life of 
oneKing, and give a wholefome Lelfon of Inftruc- 
tion to another. 

Two Anfwers, in particular, given by the Del- 
phick Oracle, had indue'd Crafus to engage in that 
War, which prov'd fo fatal to his Affairs. The 
one was, that he, Crcefus, was not to believe him- 
felf in Danger, till the Mcdes Ihould have a Mule 
to reign over them : The other, that when he 
fhould pafs the River Halys, to make War againft 
the Medes, he fhould deltroy a mighty Empire. 
From the firft of thefe Anfwers he concluded, 
confidering the fmpoflibility of theThing, that he 
had nothing to fear; and from the fecond, he con- 
cciv'd Hopes of overthrowing the Empire of the 
Medes : But, when he found how Things had 
turn'd, quite contrary to hisExpectations, with the 
Leave of Cyrus, he difpatch'd Metfengers to Del- 
phosy in Order to make a Prefent to the God, in 
his Name, of a gold Chain; and, at the lame 
Time, to reproach him for having fo bafely de- 
ceiv'd him by his Oracles, notwithftanding all the 
vaft Prefcnts, and Offerings he had made him. 
The God was at no great Pains to juftify his An- 
fwers ; the Mule, which the Oracle meant, he faid, 
was Cyrus, who deriv'd his Extraction from two 
different Nations; being a Perfan t by the Side of 
the Father, and a Mede, by the Side of the Mo- 
ther; and, as to the great Empire, which Crarfus 

was to overthrow, the Oracie did not mean that 
of the Medes, but his own. 

'Twas by fuch falfe and deceitful Oracles, that 
the Father of Lies, the Devil, who was the Au- 
thor of them, impos'd upon Mankind, in thofe 
Times of Ignorance, and Darknefs; always giving 
his Anfwers to thofe, that confulted him, in fuch 
ambiguous, and doubtful Terms, that, let the E- 
vent dc as it would, they containU a Meaning 
anfwcrable thereto. 

B b When 




The H/STORT of CYR'U S the Great. 



When che People of Ion's a and Eolia were ap- 
prized that Cyrus had fubdued the Lydians, 
they fent AmbalTadors to him at Sardis, to defire 
he would receive chem under his Dominion, upon 
the fame Condscions he had granted to the Lydians ; 
whereupon, Cyrus, who before his Victory had 
follicited chem, in Vain, to embrace his Party, and 
was then in a Condition to compel them to it by 
Force, anfwer'd them only by the Fable of a Fiiher- 
man, who having play'd upon his Pipe, in order 
to draw the Fiflitohim, in Vain, found there was 
no Way to catch them, but by throwing in his 
Net, and Caking them by Force. Failing, there- 
fore, in their Hopes of fucceeding this Way, they 
applied to the Lacedemonians, and demanded their 
Affiftance ; upon which thofe Greeks fenc Depu- 
ties to Cyrus, to let him know, that chey would 
not fuffer him to undertake any Thing againft their 
Countrymen : But Cyrus only laughed at this 
haughty Meffage ; and warned chem, in his Turn, 
to take Care, and put chemfelves into a Condition 
of defending their own Territories. -As tor thofe 
who inhabited the Ifles, they had nothing to ap- 
prehend from Cyrus, becaufe he had not yet fub- 
dued the Phenicians 1 nor had the Per/tans any 
Shipping. 

After this Victory, and the Reduction of Sardis, 
Cyrus ftaid in jijia 'Minor, till he had entirely re- 
duced all the Nations that dwelt therein, under 
his Subjection, from the Egean Sea to the River 
Euphrates. From thence he proceeded to Syria 
and Arabia, which hefubdued alfo ; after which he 
entered Jjfyria, and advanced towards Babylon, the 
only City of the Eaft, that irood out againft him. 

The Siege of this important Place (which be- 
gins the Second Part of the Life of Cyrus) was 
no eafy Enterprise : The Walls were of a prodi- 
gious Height, and appeared inacceflible, without 
mentioning what an immenfe Number of Peo- 
ple was to defend them : Befides, the City was 
itorcd with all Sorts of Proyifions for twenty Years. 
However, thefe Difficulties did not difcourage 
Cyitis from profecucing his Defign ; but defpair- 
ing to take the Place by Storm, or Aflaulc, he 
made them believe his Defign was to reduce it by 
Famine. To this End, he caufed a Line of Cir- 
cumvallation to be drawn round the City, with 
a large ar.d deep Ditch j and, chat his Troops 
might not be over-fatigued, divided his Army 
into twelve Bodies, and ailigned each of them their 
Month for guarding the Trenches: Whereupon 
the Beficged, thinking themfelves in no Danger, 
by Reafon of their Ramparts, and Magazines, 
infulccd Cyrus from their Walls, and laugh'd at 
all his Attempts, and the Trouble he gave him- 
felf, as fo much unprofitable Labour. 

As the taking of Babylon is one of the greateft 
Events in ancient Hiltory, and as the principal 
Circum fiances, with which ic was accompanied, 
were foretold in the Holy Scriptures many Years 
before it happened, we think it not improper, be- 
fore we *»ivc an Account what prophane Authors 
fay uporT that Head, briefly to jmc together what 
we find of that Matter in the facred Pages ; that 
the Reader may be the more capable of compar- 
ing the Predictions and the Accomplilhmenc there- 
of together. 

The Almighry Difpofer of Stares and King- 
doms, was pleafed not only to caufe the Capti- 
vity, which his People were to fufter at Babylon, 



to be foretold a long Time before it came to pafs, 
but likewife to fet down the exact Number of Years 
their Captivity was to lair. The Term he fixed 
for it was feventy Years, after which he promifed 
he would deliver them, by bringing a remarkable* 
and an eternal Deftru£cion upon che City of Baby- 
Ion, the Place of their Bondage and Confinement, 
Jer. xxv. ix. 

Three Caufes efpecially, kindled the Wrath of 
God againft Babylon, Her infupportable Pride; 
her inhuman Cruelty towards the Jews ; and, the 
facrilegious Impiety of her King : Of the two firft 
of which, we have fufricient Inltances in the forcy- 
feventh Chapter of Ifaiah, the fixch, feventh, and 
eighth Veries ; befides many other Places in Scrip- 
ture ; and of the Third, viz. the facrilegious Im- 
piety of her King, which drew down the Divine 
Vengeance upon him that very Night, we have a 
monftrous and {hocking Proof in the fifth Chap- 
ter of Daniel, ver. 2,3,4. In fliort, to che Pride 
and Cruelty of his Predeceflbrs, Baltazar (called 
in Scripture Bel/hazzar) added an Impiety that 
was peculiar to himfelf. He did not only prefer 
his falfe Divinities to the true and only God, but 
imagined himfelf likewife to have vanquiftied his 
Power, becaufe he was poflefied of the Veflels 
which belong'd to his Worftiipj and, as if he 
meant it to affront and infult him, he affected to 
apply thofe holy Veflels to prophane Ufes. This 
was the provoking Circumftance, that brought 
down the Wrath of God immediately upon him ; 
and made the Almighty even have Recourfe to a 
Miracle, to aflure the impious Wretch of his high 
Difpleafure ; and his having pafs'd an irrevocable 
Sentence upon him. 

To return to Cyrus, whom the Divine Provi- 
dence was to make ufe of, as an Inftrument for the 
executing of his Defigns of Goodnefs and Mercy 
towards his People, he was mentioned in the Scrip- 
ture by his Name, above two hundred Years be- 
fore he was born : And, that the World might not 
be furprized at the prodigious Rapidity of his 
Conquefts, God was pleafed to declare, in very 
lofty and remarkable Terms, thac he himfelf Would 
be his Guide ; that, in all his Expeditions, he 
would lead him by the Hand, and would make all 
the Princes of the Earth fubmit themfelves unto 
him. Thus faith the Lord to his Anointed, to Cy- 
rus, whole Right- hand I have hoi den to fubdue Na- 
tions before him ; and I will loofe the Loins of Kings, 
to open before him the two- leaved Gates, and the 
Gates Jhall not be fhut. I will go before thee, and 
and make the crooked Places Jlrait. I will break in 
Pieces the Gates of Brafs, and cut in f under the 
Bars of Iron. j4nd I will give thee the Trcafures 
of Darkncfs, and hidden Riches of fee ret Places, 
that thou may]ft k?iow, that I the Lord, which call 
thee by thy Name, am the God of Ifrael. For Ja- 
cob my Servant's Sake, and Ifrael' mine BlecJ, I 

ftrnamed 

, - — 0 . .... „- . \.&c. 

God himfelf gives the Signal to the Comman- 
ders, and to the Troops, to march againft Babylon. 
Lift ye up a Banner, faith the Lord, upon the high 
Mountain, that ic may be fecn afar off, and that 
all they who are to obey me may know mv Orders. 
Exalt the Voice unto them thac are able to near you. 
Shake the Hand, and make a Sign, to ha I ten the 
March of thofe thac are too far off todiilinguifli 

any other Sore of Command. Let the Officers of 

the 
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the Troops go into the Gates of the Nobles, into 
the Pavilions of their Kings. Let the People of 
each Nation range themfelves around their So- 
vereign, and make hafte Co offer him their Service, 
and to go unto his Tent, which is already fee up. 

I have commanded my fantfified ones, I have given 
jny Orders to thofe whom I have fan£lified for the 
Execution of my Defigns 5 and thefe Kings are 
already marching to obey me, though they know 
me not. 'Tis I that have placed them upon the 
Throne, that have made feveral Nations fubjec"t to 
them, in order to acomplifh my Defigns by their 
Miniftration. / have called my mighty ones for 
mine Anger ; I have caufed the mighty Warriors 
to come up, to be the Minifters and Executioners 
of my Wrath and Vengeance. ^ From me they de- 
rive their Courage, their martial Abilities, their 
patience, their Wifdom, and the Succefs of their 
Enterprizes. if they are invincible, 'tis becaufe 
they ferve me : Every Thing gives way, and 
trembles before them, becaufe they are the •Mi- 
nifters of my Wrath and Indignation. They joy- 
fully labour for my Glory, they rejoice in my High- 
iiefs. The Honour they have of being under my 
Command, and of being fent to deliver a People 
that I love, infpires them with Ardor and Chear- 
fulnefs : Behold, they triumph already in a certain 
Affurance of being Conquerors ! 

The Prophet, a Witnefs in Spirit of the Orders 
that are juit given, is aftonifhed at the Swiftnefs, 
with which they are executed by the Princes and 
and the People. I hear already, he cries out, 
the Noife of a Multitude in the Mountains, like as 
of a great People ; a tumultuous Noife of the King- 
dome of Nations gathered together : The Lord of 
Hofis mufiereth the Hofl of the Battle : They come 
from a far Country, from the End q/' Heaven, where 
the Voice of God, their Matter and Sovereign, 
has reached their Ears, If a. xiii. 4, &c. 

But 'tis not with the Sight of a formidable Army, 
or of the Kings of the Earth, that I'm now (truck ; 
'tis God himfelf that I behold ; all the reft are but 
his Retinue, and the Minifters of his Juftice. *T$s 
even the Lord and the JVeafons of his Indignation, 
to deftroy the whole Land, 

^ A grievous Vifion is declared unto me : The im- 
pious Baltazar, King of Babylon, continues to 
a£fc impioufly ; the treacherous Dealer dealeth 
treacheroufty, and the Spoiler fpoileth. To put an 
End to thefe Excefles, go up, thou Prince of Per* 
fia % go up to Elam : And thou Prince of the Medes, 
befiege thou Babylon : Bifege, 0 Media ; all the 
fgh'vig thereof have I made to ceafe. That wicked 
City is taken and pillaged ; her Power is at an 

End, and my People delivered from their Ty- 
rany. 

There is nothing, we think, that can be more 
proper to raife a profound Reverence in us for 
•Religion, and to give us a greater Idea of the 
-Deity, than to obferve with what Exaftnefs he re- 
veals to his Prophets the principal Circumftances 
of the befieging and taking of Babylon, not only 

many Years, but feveral Ages, before it hap- 
pened. 

1. We have already feen, that the Army, by 
which Babylon is to be taken, is to be made up of 
Medes and Per fans, and to be commanded by 
t>yrus. 

~. This City fhall be attack'd afcer a very extra- 
ordinary Manner, in a Way that ilic did not all 
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expect : Therefore Jhall Evil come upon thee ; thou 
Jhalt not k?iozu from ivhence'it rifeth, Ifaiah xlvii. 
1 1. She fhall be all on a fudden> and in an In- 
ftant overwhelmed with Calamities, which (he did 
not forefee : Dcfolation Jhall come upon thee fud~ 
denly> which thou Jhalt not knoxv, ibid. In a Word, 
flie fhall be taken, as it were, in a Net or a Gin, 
before flic perceiveth that any Snares have been 
laid for her : lhavc laid a Snare for thee, and thou 
art aljo taken, 0 Babylon, arid thou wajl not a- 
zvare, Jerem. I. 24. 

3. Babylon reckoned the Euphrates alone was 
fufficient to render her impregnable, and triumph- 
ed in her being fo advantageoufly fituated and de- 
fended by fo deep a River : 0 thou that divellcjl 
upon many Waters ; ibid. li. 1 3. 7 Tis God himfelf 
who points out Babylon under that Defcripcion- 
And yet that very River Euphrates lhall be the 
Caufe of her Ruin; Cyrus, by a Stratagem (of 
which there never had been any Example before, 
nor has there been any Thing like it nnce) lhall 
divert the Courfe of that River, fhall lay its 
Channel dry, and by that Means open himlelf a 
Paifage into the City : / will dry up her Sea, a?id 
make her Springs dry, ibid. ver. 36. A Drought 
is upon her Waters, and they Jhall be dried up, ibid. 
1. 38. Cji us fhall take Polfeflion of the Keys of 
the River; and the Waters, which rendered Ba- 
bylon inacceflible, fhall be dried up, as if they had 
been confumed by Fire : The Pajfages are Jlopped, 
and the Reeds they have burnt with Fire, ibid, 
li. 32. 

4. She fhall be taken in the Night, upon a Day 
of feafting and rejoicing, even wnilft her Inhabi- 
tants are at Table, and think upon nothing but 
eating and drinking : In their Heat I will make 
their Feafls, and I will make them drunken, that 
they may rejoice, and Jleep a perpetual Sleep, and 
not wake, faith the Lord, ibid. ver. 39. It is re- 
markable, that 'tis God who does all this, who 
lays a Snare for Babylon; I have laid a Snare for 
thee ; who drieth up the Waters of the River; / 
will dry up her Sea ; and who brings that Drunken- 
nefs and Drowfinefs upon her Princes; J will 
make drunk her Princes, ibid. ver. 57. 

5. The King (hall be feized in an Inftant with 
an incredible Terror and Perturbation of Mind: 
My Loins are filled with Pain ; Pangs have taken 
hold upon me, as the Pangs of a Woman that tra- 
veleth : J was bowed down at the hearing of it ; I 
was difmayed at the feeing of it : My Heart panted, 
Fearfulnej's affrighted me : The Night of my Pleajure 
hath he turned into Fear unto me, Ifaiah xxi. 3,4. 
This is the Condition Baltazar was in, when in 
the Middle of the Entertainment he faw an Hand 
come out of the Wall, which wrote fuch Charac- 
ters thereon, as none of his Diviners could either 
explain or read : Then, fays the Scripture, the 
King y s Countenance was changed, and his Thoughts 
troubled him, fo that the Joints of hi* Loins were 
loo fed, and his Knees jmotc one aga'nijl another. The 
Terror, Aftoniihment, Fainping, and Trembling 
of Baltazar, are here de fed bed and exprefs'd in 
the fame Manner by the Prophet Daniel, who was 
an Eye- witnefs of them, as they were by the Pro- 
phet, who foretold them two hundred Years be- 
fore. 

But Ifaiah mufl: have had an extraordinary Mcu- 
fufe of Divine Illumination, to be able to add, im- 
mediately after the Deleription of Baltazar^ Con- 

lternation, 
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fternation, the following Words: Prepare the Ta- 
ble, watch, in the Watch-Tower} cat, drink, I fa. 
xxi. 5. The Prophet forefees, that Baltazar, 
though terribly diimaycd and confounded at firlt, 
Ihall recover his Spirit, and Courage again, through 
the Exhortations of his Courtiers -, but more par- 

Qu 



living, or dead, he ought to have no Place amonaft 
them. He was like unto the wild Beafts of the 
Field, and like them he ihall be bury'd : And 
<ince he had no Sentiments of Humanity himfelf 
hedefcrves to meet with no Humanity from others! 
This is the Sentence, which God himfelf pronoun-" 
„ . _ ccth againft Baltazar: And the Curfe extends it> 

Mother; who reprefented to him, the Unrealo- felf to his Children; who were look'd upon as his 
nablencfsot^cing affected with fuchunmanly Fears, Aifociatcs in the Throne; and as the Source of a 

long Poilrerity, and Succeffion of Kings; and were 
entertain'd with nothing by the flattering Courti- 
ers, but the pleaflng Profpects, and Ideas of their 
iuture Grandeur. Prepare Slaughter for his Chil- 
dren, for the Iniquity of their Fathers; that they 
do not rife, nor poffefs the Lund. For, I will rife 
up againft them, faith the Lord of Hofts, and cut off 
from Babylon the Name, a?id Remnant, and Son % 
and Nephew, faith the Lord. ibid. 2r, 22. 



and unneceifary Alarms: Let not rhy Thoughts trouble 
thee, nor let thy Countenance he changed, Dan. v. 10. 
They exhorted him, therefore, to make himfelf 
cafy,' to fatisfy himfelf with giving proper Orders, 
and with theAlTurance of being advertised of every 
Thing, by the Vigilance ot the Centinels ; to order 
the reft of the Supper to be ferv'd, as if nothing 
h.ul happened ; and to recall that Gaiety, and Joy, 
which his exccllivc Fears had baniirfd from the 
Table: Prepare the Table, watch in the Jf r a:ch- 
Toiver, cat, drink. 

6. But, at the fame Time that Men are giving 
their Orders, God, on his Part, is likewife giving 
his : yi ife, ye Princes, and anoint the Shield, I fa. 
xxi. 'Tis God himfelf, that commands the Prin- 
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ccs to advance, to take their Arms, and to enter 
boldly into a City drown'd in Wine, and bury'd in 

Sleep. 

7. Ifaiah acquaints us with two material, and im- 
portant Circumftances, concerning the taking of 
£.ib\Ion. The firft is, that theTroops, with which 
it is filPd, Ihall not keep their Ground, or Hand 
firm anv- where, neither at the Palace, nor thcCi- 
t.idd, nor any other publick Place whatsoever j 
that they mail defert, and leave one another, with- 
out tH. living of any Thing but making their E- 
fcapc ; that, in running away they fhall difperfe 
themfelvcs, and take different Roads, juft as a 
Flock of Deer, or of Sheep, is difpers'd, and fcat- 
ter'd, when they arc affrighted : Jjnd it Jhall be as 
a chafed Rce, and as a Sheep, that no Alan taketh 
up. ibid. x:ii. 14. The fecond Circumftance is, that 
the greatcft Part of thofeTroops, though they were 
in the Babylonian Service, and Pay, Ihould not be 
Babylonians ; ar.d that they mould return into the 
Provinces, from whence they came, without being 
purfu'd by the Conquerors; becaufe the divine 
Vengeance was chiefly to tall upon the Citizens of 
Ba u yLn : Thev Jhall eze/y Alan turn to his own Pco- 
pie y and flee every one into his own Land. Ibid. 

S. Laftlv, Not to mention the dreadful Slaugh- 
ter, which js to be made of the Inhabitants of Ba- 
h\.'on. where no Mercy will be fhewn either to 
old Men, Women, or Children, or even to the 
Child that is ftlll ftiut up in its Mother's Womb, 
as has been already taken Notice of ; the laft Cir- 
cumfhincc, we fay, theProphet forerels isrhcDcath 
of the King himVelf, whofe Body is to have no 
Burial, and the entire Extinction of the Royal 
Family ; both which Calamities are defcrib'd in 
.Scripture, after a Manner equally terrible, and in- 
ftructive to all Prince:. But thou art caji out of thy 
Graze, like an abominable Branrb. Thou /halt not 
be joined with them (thy Anccllors) in Burial, be- 
ta ufe thou hajl defrayed thy Land, and flain thy 
Ptof le. Ibid! xiv. 19, 20. That King is juftly 
forgot, who has never remember'd, that he ought 
to be the Protector, and Father of his People. He, 
that has liv'd only to ruin, and deltroy his Coun- 
try, is unworthy of the common Privilege of Bu- 
ri.il. As he has been an Kucmy to Mankind. 



After having feen the Predictions of every 
Thing, that was to happen to impious Babylon, 
'cis nowTime to come to the Completion, and' Ac- 
complishment of thofe Prophecies ; and in Order 
thereto, we muft refumc the Thread of our Hifto- 
ry, with Rcfpect to the taking of that City. 

Aflbon as Cyrus faw the Ditch, at which they 
had been long labouring, was hnifh'd, he began to 
think ferioufly upon the Execution of his vaft De- 
fign, which, as yet, he had communicated to No- 
Body. Providence foon furnifh'd him with as fie 
an Opportunity for this Purpofe, as he could defire. 
He was inform'd, that in the City, on a certain 
£* av * a great Feftival was to be celebrated ; and 
that the Babylonians, on Occafion of that Solem- 
nity, were accuftom'd to pafs the whole Night in 
Drinking and Debauchery. 

Baltazar himfelf indulg'd himfelf more at this 
publick Rejoicing than any other; and gave a 
magnificent Entertainment to the chief Officers of 
the Kingdom, and the Ladies of the Court. In 
the Heat of his Wine, he ordcr'd the gold, and 
Silver Ve/Tels, which had been taken from the 
Temple of Jerufalem, to be brought in ; and, as 
an Infult upon the God of IfraeT, he, his whole 
Court, and all his Concubines drank out of thofe 
facred Vcifels. God, who was provok'd at fuch 
Infolence, and Impiety, in the very Action made 
him fenfible, who it was that he affronted, by a 
fudden Apparition of an Hand upon the Wall, 
which wrote certain Characters thereon. The 
King, terribly furpriz'd, and frighten'd at thisVi- 
iion, immediately fent for all his wife Men, his 
Diviners, and Aftrologers, that they might read 
the Writing' to him, and explain the Meaning of 
it. But they all came in vain, not one of then* 
being able to expound the Matter, or even to read 
the Characters. The Rcafon whereof was, becaufe 
the Writing was in the old Hebrew Letters, which 
are now call'd the Samaritan Characters, and 
which the Babylonians did not underftand. 'Tis, 
probably, in Relation to this Occurrence, that I- 
faiah, after having foretold to Babylon, that fhe 
ihall be overwhelm'd with Calamities, which fte 
did not expect, adds : Stand now with thine In- 
chantmcnts, and with the Multitude of thy Sorce- 
ries. Let now the j4Jlrologcrs, the Star-Gazers, the 
monthly Prognojiicators Jiand up, and fave thee front 
thefe Things that Jhall come upon thee, Ifa. xlvii, 1 2, 
13. Hereupon, the Queen- Mother (JVitocris, a 
Princcfs of great Merit) coming, upon the News 

of 
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of* this Prodigy, into the Banqueting- Room, en- 
deavour'd to compofe the Spirit of the King, her 
Son, and advis'd him to fend for Daniel, with 
whofe Abilities, in fuch Matters, fhe was well 
acquainted, and whom (he had always cmploy'd in 
the Government of the State. 

Daniel was, therefore, immediately fent for 5 
and he fpoke to the King with a Freedom, and 
Liberty becoming a Prophet. He began, with 
putting him in Mind, of the dreadful Manner, in 
which God had punifh'd the Pride of his Grand- 
father, Nebuchadnezzar, and the crying Abufe he 
made of his Power, when he acknowledged no Law 
but his own Will ; and thought himfelF Matter, to 
exalt, and to abafe, to inflict Deftruction, and 
Death, where foe ver he would, only, becaufe fuch 
was his Will, and Pleafure. And thou, his Son, 
(fays he to the King) haft not humbled thine Heart, 
though thou kneweft all this, but hajl lifted up thy- 
felf againjl the Lord of Heaven ; and they have 
brought the Fejfels of his Houfc before thee, and thou, 
and thy Lords, thy Wives, and thy Concubines, have 
drank Wine in them ; and thou hafi praised the Gods 
of Silvery and Gold, of Brafs, Iron y Wood, and 
Stone, which fee not, nor hear, ?ior know : And the 
God, in whofe Hand thy Breath is, and whofe are 
all thy Ways, hafi thou not glorified. Then was the 
Part of the Hand fent from him, and this Writing 
was written, And this is the Writing that was 
written, Mene, Tekel, Upharfin. Thts is the In- 
terpretation of the Thing ; Mene, God hath num- 
bered thy Kingdom, and fini/htd it-, Tekel, thou 
art weighed in the Balances, and art found want- 
ing ; Peres, thy Kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes, and Perfians. This Interpetation, one 
would think, fhould have enhane'd the King's 
.Trouble j but, fome Way, or other, they found 
Means to difpel his Pears, and make him eafy ; 
probably, upon a Perfuafion, that the Calamity 
was not denounced as prefent, or immediate ; and 
that Time might furnifh them with Expedients to 
avert it. This, however, is certain ; that, for 
Fear of disturbing the general Joy of the prefent 
Feftival, they put off the Difcuifion of fcrious Mat- 
ters to anotherTime, fat down again to their Mirth, 
and Liquor, and continual their Revellings to a 
very late Hour* 

In the mean Time, Cyrus, well inform 'd of the 
Confufibn, that -was generally occafion'd by this 
Feftival, both in the Palace, and the City, had 
polled a Part of his Troops on that Side, where 
the River enter'd into the City, and another Part 
on that Side, where it went out ; and had com- 
manded them to enter the City that very Night, 
by marching along the Channel of the River, anoon 
as ever they found it fordable. Having given all 
ueceflary Orders, and exhorted his Officers to fol- 
low him, by reprefenting to them, that he march'd 
under the Conduct of the Gods, he made them in 
theEvening, open the grcatReccptacIca, orDicches, 
on both Sides the Town, above, and below, that 
the Water of the River might run into them : By 
this Means, the Euphrates was quickly empty'd, 
»d its Channel became dry. Then the two fore- 
jnention'd Bodies of Troops, according to their 
Orders, went into the Channel ; the one command- 
ed by Gobry as, and the other by Gadates, both 
breathing Revenge for the Injuries they had fuf- 
icrU, and advane'd towards each other, without 
meeting with any Obftaclc. The invifible Guide, 
who had promis'd to open all the Gates to Cyrus, 



made the general Negligence, and Diforder of that 
riotous Night, fubfervient to the leaving open of 
the Gates of Brafs, which were made to fhuc up the 
Defcents from the Keys to the River ; and which 
alone, if they had not been left open, were fuffi- 
cient to have defeated the whole Enter pme.Th us 
did thcfe two Bodies of Troops penetrate into the 
very Heart of the City, without any Oppofition ; 
and meeting together at the Royal Palace, accor- 
ding to their Agreement, furpriz'dthe Guards, and 
cut them in Pieces. Some of the Company, that 
was within the Palace, opening the Doors, to 
know what Noife it was they heard without, the 
Soldiers rufh'd in, and quickly made themfelves 
Mafters of it. And meeting the King, who came 
up to them Sword in Hand, at the Head of thofe 
that were in the Way to fuccour him, they Jkill'd 
him, and put all thofe, that attended him, ro the 
Sword. The firft Thing the Conquerors did after- 
wards, was to thank the Gods for having, at lait* 
punilh'd that impious King. Thefe are Xenophoifs 
Words, and they are very remarkable, as they fo 
perfectly agree with what the Scriptures have re- 
corded of Baltazar 's Impiety. 

The Reduction of Babylon put an End to the 
Babylonian Empire, after a Duration of two hun- 
dred and ten Years, from the Beginning of Nabu- 
chodonofor's Reign, who was the Founder thereof. 
Thus was the Power of that proud City abolifh'd, 
juft fifty Years after fhe had deftroy'd the City of 
Jerufalem, and herTemple. And herein were ac- 
complinVd thofe Predictions, which the Prophets, 
Ifaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel, had denounced a- 
gainft her; and of which we have already given a 
particular Account. There. is ftill one more, the 
moft important, and the moft incredible of them 
all, and yet, the Scripture has fet it down in the 
ftrongeft Terms, and mark'd it out with the great- 
eft Exaanefs : A Prediction, literally fulfilFd in 
all its Points ; the Proof of which is ftill actually 
fubfifting, is the moft eafy to be verify'd, and in- 
deed, 01 a Nature not to be contefted. What we 
mean, is the Prediction of fuch a total Ruin, and 
compleat Deftruction of Babylon, that not the leaft 
Remains, or Footfteps mould be left of it. We 
think, it may not be improper to give an Account 
of the perfect Accompliihment of this famous Pro- 
phecy, before we proceed to fpeak of what folio w'd 
the Keduction of Babylon. 

This Prediction we find recorded in feveral of 
the Prophets; but particularly, in Ifaiah, in the 
xiiith Chapter, from the 19th to the 23d Verfesj 
and in the 23d, and 24thVerfes of the xivth Chap- 
ter. We have already inferted it at large. 'Tis there 
declar'd, that Babylon fhall be utterly deftroy'd, as 
the criminal Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah former- 
ly were; that fhe fhall be no more inhabited; that 
fhe fhall never be rebuilt ; that the drabs fhall not 
fo much as fet up their Tents there ; that neither 
Herdfman, or Shepherd, fhall come thither, even 
to reft his Herd, or his Flock ; that it ihall be- 
come a Dwclling-Place for the wild Bcafts, and 
a Retreat for the Birds of the Night; that the 
Place where it ftood fhall be cover'd over with a 
Marfh, or a Fen, fo that no Mark, or Footftcp, 
fhall be left, to fhew where Babylon had been. 'Tid 
God himfelf, who pronoune'd this Sentence, and 
'tis for the Service or Religion*, to (hew how exactly 

every Article of it has been fucccflively accom- 
plice!. 

Cc I. In 
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I. In the firft Place, Babylon ceased CO be a Royal 
City, the Kings of Pcrjia chooljng to refide clfe- 
wh'cre: They delighted more in Shufian, Ecba- 
tana, Pcrjlpolis, or any other Place ; and did them- 
felves deitroy a good Part of that proud City. 

II. We are inforin'd by Srrabo, and Plhn, that 
the Macedonians* who fucccedcd the Pa /Litis * did 
not only neglecl it, and forbear to make any Km- 
bcliifhments, or even Reparations in it ; but that, 
beiides, they built Sclawia in the Neighbour- 
hood, on Purpofe to draw away its Inhabitants, 
and to have it deferted. Nothing can better ex- 
plain what the Prophet had foretold; It jkali not 
he inhabited: Its own Mailers endeavour to depo- 
pulate it. 

Jir. The new Kings of Pcrfta, who afterwards 
became Maiters of Babylon, compleated the Ruin 
of it, bv building Cteftphon, which carry M away 
nil the Remainder of the Inhabitants fhe had left; 
fo that, from theTime the Anathema was pronoun- 
ced ngainft chat City, it feems as if thofe very Per- 
fons, that ought to have protected her, were be- 
come her Enemies; as if they all had thought ic 
cheir Duty to reduce her to a State of Solitude, 
bv indirect Means though, and without ufing any 
Violence; chat ic might the more rnanifcltly ap- 
pear to be the Hand of God, rather than the Hand 
of Man, which brought about her Deduction. 

IV. She was fo totally forfiken, that nothing 
of her was left remaining but the Walls. And to 
this Condition was (he reduced, at theTime when 
Pauhwias, who Iiv\I in the Reign of Antoninus, 
SuccelTor to Ad/iath who wrote his Remarks upon 
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eccc. Ilia autcm Babylon, omnium quas unquam 
_ aft exit la bium maxima, jam prater muros nihil 
\T*f ; / cliq'ii, Pauf. in Arcad. Which is; But, that 
Jilhhx, the hrgeft City the Sun ever fa w, has 
now no Remains of it lett but the bare tt alls. 

V. The Kings of Perfia finding the Place de- 
ferted, made a Park of it, in which they kept 
v.ild Bcaits for bunting- Thus did it become, as 
the Prophet had foretold, a Dwell ing-Place for 
ravenous Bcaits, that are Enemies to Man ; or for 
timorous Animals, that jflie before him.^ lafiead 
of Citizens, the was now inhabited by wild Boars, 
Leopards, Bears, Deer, and wild Atfes. Babylon 
wa* now the Retreat ot fierce, lavage, deadly 
Crearurer, chat hate the Light, and delight in 
Durkncfs. IVildBeafis of the Dejart /ball lie there, 
and Dragons Jhalldvidl in their plea/ant Palaces. 

J/a. xii.i. z\, zz. 

St. Jet om has tranfmicted us this valuable Re- 
mark, which he had from a Pcrjian Monk, that 
had himfelf fecn what he related to him. Didi- 
i imus a qmdam ftatrc Elamita, qui de illisjinibus 
rfredum, nunc Hierofolymis vitam cxigit monacbo- 
r'uwi venationes tcglas ejj'c in Baby lone, is? omnis 
fwtni\is be/iias murorum ejus ambitu tantum cotit inert. 
We have been informed by a certain Pcrjian Fryar, 
who, having left thofe Parts, now leads a Monk's 
Life at Jcrufalem ; that the Place of the King's 
huitii-ng is in Babylon, and that all Sorts of wild 
Beaib only are contained within its W alls. 

VI. But, ic wasifciU'coo much, that theVVaUs of 
Babylon were (landing. At length, they fell down 
in feveral Places, and were never repaired. Various 
Accidents deftroyYl lac Remainder. J he Animals, 
which ferv'd for Plcafure to the Pet/tan Kings, 
abandoned the Place : Serpents, ami .Scorpions re- 
inaiifd, fo that it became a dreadful Place for any 



Tons, who fhould happen to have the Curi.ofit} 
v Kit, or fearch after its Antiquities, in After- 
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Times. The Euphrates, that us'd to run through 
the City, having no longer a free Channel, took 
its Courfe another Way ; io that, in Theodora's 
Time, there Was but a very llnli: Stream of Wa- 
ter left, which ran crofs the Ruins; and not meet- 
ing with a Dcfcenc, or iree Pallage, ncccilarily 
degenerated into a Handing Lake. 

In the 'JTime of silt xander the Great, the River 
had quieted its ordinary Channel, by Re a fori ot the 
Outlets, and Canals, which Cyrus had made; and 
of which we have already given an Account: 
Thefe Outlets, being ili-ltopp'd up, had occafion'd 
a great Inundation in the Country. Alexander , de* 
figning to fix the Seat of his Empire at Babylon, 
projected the bringing back of the Euphrates into 
its natural, and former Channel, and had actually 
fct his Men to work. But the Almighty, who 
watch'd over the fulfilling of his Prophecy, and 
who had dcclar'd, he would deftroy even to the 
very Remains, and Footfteps of Babylon, [J will 
cut of' from Babylon the Name, and Remnant, I fa. 
xiv. zz.] defeated this Enterprize, by the Death 
of Alexander, which happen'd foon after. 'Tis 
eafy to comprehend how, after this, Babylon be- 
ing, neglected to fuch a Degree, as we have feen, 
its River was converted into an inaccefUblc Pool, 
which cover'd the very Place where that impious 
City had flood ; as Ifaiah had foretold : / will 
make it Pools of Water, ibid. 23. And this was 
neceflary, left: the Place where Babylon had ftood, 
fhould be difcover'd hereafter by the Courfe of 
the Euphrates. 

VTL By Means of all thefe Changes, Babylon 
became an utter Defart, and all the Country round 
fell into the fame State of Dcfolatiou, and Horror 5 
fo that the moflr able Geographers, at this Day, 
cannot determine the Place where it flood. Thu* 
was literally fulfill'd.GW's Prediction ; I will make 
it a PoffcJJion for the Bittern, and Pools of Water ; 
and I will fweep it zvith the Bejom of DcftrutJian, 
faith tic Lord of Hojls, ibid. I Myfelf, faith the 
Lord, will examine with a jealous Eye, Go fee if 
there be any Remains of that City, which was an 
Enemy to my Name, and to Jcrufalem. I will 
thoroughly fweep the Place where^ it Good, /and 
will clear K fo effectually, by defacing cverylsoot- 
ftep of the City, chat no Pcrfon fhall be alble to 
preferve the Memory of the Place, which Nimroi 
chofe, and which 1> who am the Lord, have .abo 
lifh'd. 

VIII- God was not fatisfy'd with caufing all theft 
Alterations to be foretold; but, to give the greater 
Airurance of their Certainty, thought fit to feal 
the Prediction of them by an Oath. The Lcrd of 
Hofls hath /worn, faying, Surel}, as I have thought, 
fo'jhall it come topafs\ and, as I have furpofcel, fo 
jhall it Jland. Ibid. 24. But, if we would take 
this dreadful Oath in its full Latitude, we muffc 
not confine it, either to Babylon, or to its Inhabi- 
tants! or to the Princes that reign'd therein- The 
Curie relates to the wholeWorld; 'tis the general 
Anathema pronouncM againft the Wicked ; 'tis the 
terrible Decree, by which the two 'Cities of Baby- 
lon, and Jerujakm fhall be feparatcd for ever; and 
an eternal Divorce be put between, the Good and 
theWicked. The Scriptures, that have foretold it, 



fhall fubfifr till the Day of its Exccucion.The .Sen- 
tence is written .thenein, and depofited, as it were. 
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Cyrus having enter'd the City, afccr the Manner 
we have defcrib'd, put all co the Sword that were 
found in the Streets y then commanded the Citizens 
to bring him all their Arms, and afterwards, to 
fliut themfelves up in their Houfes. The next 
Morning, by Break of Day> the Garrifon, which 
kept the Citadel, being apprized that the City was 
taken, and their King kill'd, furrender'd them- 
felves to Cyrus. Thus did this Prince, almolt 
without ftnking a Blow, and without any Refin- 
ance, find himlelf in peaceable Polfeflion of the 
ttrongeft Place then in the World. 

The firft Thing he did was, to thank the Gods 
for the Succefs they had given him. And then, 
having affembled his principal Officers, he pub- 
lickly applauded their Courage, and Prudence, 
their Zeal, and Attachment to his Perfon ; and 
diftributed Rewards to his whole Army. After 
which, he reprefented to them, that the only 
Means of prelerving what they had acquired, was 
to perfevere in their ancient Virtue ; that the pro- 
per End of Victory was not to give themfelves up 
to Idlenefs, and Pleafure ; that, after having con- 
quer'd their Enemies by Force of Arms, it would 
be (hameful to let themfelves be vanquifh'd by the 
Allurements of Plcafure ; that, in Order to main- 
tain their ancient Glory, it behov'd them to keep 
up amongft the Perjia?is at Baby Ion, the fame Dil- 
cipline they had obferv'd in their own Country ; 
and, as a Means thereto, to take a particular Care 
to give their Children a good Education. This 
(fays he) will necefTarily engage us daily to make 
farther Advancements in Virtue, as it will oblige 
us to be diligent, and careful in giving them good 
Examples: Nor will it be eafy for them to be 
corrupted, when they fhall neither hear, nor fee 
any Thing amongft us, but what leads, and ex- 
cites them to Virtue, and mall be continually em- 
ployed in honourable, and laudable Exercifes. 
. Cyrus alfo committed the different Parts, and 
Offices of his Government to different Perfons, ac- 
cording to their various Talents, and Qualificati- 
ons : But the Care of forming, and appointing 
general Officers, Governors of Provinces, Minifters, 
and AmbalTadors, he referv'd to himfelf ; looking 
upon that as the proper Duty, and Employment 
of a King, uppn which depended his Glory, the 
Succefs of his Affairs, and the Happinefs, and 
Tranquillity of his Kingdom. His great Talent 
was to ftudy the particular Character of Men, in 
Order to place every one in his proper Sphere; to 
give them Authority, in Proportion to their Me- 
rit j to make their private Advancement concur 
with the publick Good ; and to make the whole 
Machine of the State move in fo regular a Man- 
ner, that every Part ihould have a Dependance 
upon, and mutually contribute to fupport each 
other^ And that the Strength of one mould not 
exert itfelf, but for the Benefit, and Advantage of 
the Reft, each Perfoit had his Diftri£t, and his 
particular Sphere of Bufinefs, of which he gave 
an Account to another, who was above him ; and 
hp again to a third ; and fo on, till, by thefe dif- 
jcteht Degrees, and regular Subordination, the 
Cognizance of Affairs came to the King himfelf; 
who did not ftand idle in the Midft of all this 
Motion, but was> as it were, the Soul to the Body 
of _ the State , which, by this Means, he govern M 
with as much Eafe, as a Father governs his brU 
vwe Family, fa h 



When, afterwards, he lent Governor, rali'vi 
Satrap*, into the Provinces under his Subjection, 
he would not fufFer the particular Governors of 
Places, or the Commanding Officers of theTroojV'. 
kept on Foor, for the Security of the Country, to 
depend upon thofe Provincial Governors, or ro be 
.fubjeft to any one but him ; that, if any of the 
Satt tipA, elate with his Power, or Riches, made 
an ill Ufe of his Authority, there might be found 
WitncfTes, and Cenfors of his Male-Adminitirrati- 
on within his own Government. For, there was 
nothing he fo carefully avoided, ns the trufting of 
any one Man with an ablblute Power j as know- 
ing that a Prince will quickly have Rcafon co 
repent his having exalted one iingle Perfon fb 
high, that all Others are thereby abas'd, and kepr. 
under. 

Thus Cyrus eftabliuYd a wonderful Order, with 
Refpeit to his Militai y Affairs, to his '1 rcaiury, 
and to the Civil Polity. In all the Provinces he 
had Perfons of an approv'd Integrity, who gave 
him an Acvount of every Thing that pafo'd. He 
made it his principal Care to honour, and reward 
all fuch, as dilringuifrVd themfelves by their .Me- 
rit, or were eminent in any Refjpedt whatever. He 
infinitely preferr'd Clcmercy co a martial Courage; 
becaufe the latter is often the Caufe of Rein, and 
Defolation to whole Nations; whereas, the iovmcr 
is always beneficent, and uleiul. He was fe.Xmle, 
that good Laws contribute very much rot! " form- 
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Man worthy to reign over Others, unlets he was 
more wife, and virtuous, than his Subject?. He 
was alfo perfuaded, that the fureft Means for a 
Prince to gain the Refpeft of his Courtiers, and 
of fuch as approach'd his Perfon, was to have fo 
much Refpect, and Regard for them, as never to 
do, or to fay any Thing before them, that was 
contrary to the Rules of Decency, and good Man- 
ners. 

Liberality he look'd upon as a Virtue truly roy- 
al ; nor did he think there was any Thing great, 
or valuable in Riches, but the Pleafure of distri- 
buting them to Others. "I have prodigious Riches 
(fays he to his Courtiers) I own it, and am glad 
the World knows it; but, you may afTure your- 
fclves, they ire as much yours as mine. For, 
to what End fliould I heap up Wealth ? For 
my own Ufe, and to confume it rnyfclf ? That 
would be impoffiblc, if I defir'd it. No : The 
chief End I aim at, is to have it in my Power 
to rccompcnfc chofc who fcrvc the Publick faith- 
fully j and to affift, and relieve thofe, that 
will acquaint me with their Wants, and Neccf- 
fities.'* 
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Hereupon, Crcrfus one Day reprefented to him, 
that, by continual giving, he would, at Iaft, make 
himfelf poor; whereas, he might have amafs'd 
infiniteTreafures, and have been the richeft Prince 
in the World. ■« And to what Sum, do you think 
u (rcply'd Cyrus') thofe Trcafurcs might have a- 
** mounted?" Upon which, C raj us nam'd an 
immenfe Sum ; undoubtedly, a much larger than 
he had ever been Mailer of himfelf though he- 
was reckonM the richeft Prince of his Time : And 
Cyrus, thereupon, ordered a little Note to be writ 
ten to the Lords of his Court, in which it was ligni- 
fy'dto them, that he had Occa lion for Money ; and 

im- 
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immediately a much larger Sum was brought to 
him, than Crafus had mentioned. <tf Look here 
(fays he) here are my Treafures; the Cherts I 
keep my Riches in, are the Hearts, and Aflec- 
4fc tious of my Subjects/' 

Much the lame Story is told of Queen Elizabeth, 
-and we are aflur'd, it is true of that grorious Prin- 
cefs, whatever it may be of Cyrus : YVc lhall only 
add, that, as that glorious Queen was no Stranger 
co the learned Languages, it is not impofiible 
■but ihe might have taken the Hint, from this Paf- 
fa^e in Xcnopho?^ Life of Cyrus, 

But, as much as Cyrus eireem'd Liberality, he 
laid a greater -Strefs upon Kindnefs, and (Jbnde- 
■fccRiion, Affability, and Humanity ; which are Qua- 
lities ftill more engaging and more apt to endei 
a Prince to his People, and make him be fincerely, 
and thoroughly belov'd by them 5 which is pro- 
perly to reign. For a Prince to be more generous 
than Others in giving, when he is infinitely more 
rich than they, has nothing in it fo furpriziing, or 
extraordinary, as his bei .g willing to corne down, 
as it were, from the Throne, and to put himfelf 
upon a Level with his Subjects. 

But, what he preferred to all other Things, was 
theWorfhip of the Gods, and aRefpedl for Religi- 
on. Upon this, therefore, he thought himielf 
obliged to beftow his firft, and principal Care, af- 
foon as he became more atLcifure, and moreMaf- 
ter of his Time, by the Conqueft of Fabylon. He 
began, by eltablifhing a Number of Magi, to fing 
daily a Morning-bervice of Praife, to the Honour 
of the Gods, and to offer Sacrifices ; which conti- 
nued to be pra&is'd amongit them in fucceeding 
Ages. 

TJie Prince's Difpofition quickly became, as is 
ufual, the prevailing Difpolition among his Peo- 
ple ; and his Example became the Rule of their 
Conduct. The Perjians, who faw that the Rei<m 
of Cjrus had been buc one continued Chain, 3nd 
Series of Profperiry and Succefs, bclicv^, that, by 
ferving the Gods, as he did, they mould be blefs'd 
with the like Happin efs, and Profpcrity : Befides, 
they were fenfible, it was the furelt Way to plcafe 
their Prince, and to make their Court to him fuc- 
ceflively. That Prince, on the other Hand, was 
extremely glad to find them have fuch Sentiments 
of Religion, being convine'd, that whofoever fin- 
cerely fears, and worlhips God, will, at the fame 
Time, be faithful to his King, and prcferve an 
ir.violable Attachment to his Perfon, and to the 
Welfare of the State. 



In the mean While, Cjrus, being refolv'd to fettle 
his chief Rcfidence at Babylon, a powerful City, 
which could not be very well affe&cd to him, 
thought it behov'd him to be more cautious, than 
he had been till then, about the Safety of his Per- 
fon. The mod dangerous Hours for Princes, within 
their Palaces, and the moll likely for traiterous 
Attempts upon their Lives, arc thofe of bathing, 
eating, and fleeping; and he determin'd, there- 
fore, to fuffer No-Body to be near him at thofe 
Times, but fuch Perfons on whofe Fidelity he 
could abfolutely rely j and, on this Account, he 
thought Eunuchs preterrabJc to all Others; becaufc, 
as they had neither Wives, Children* nor Families \ 
and be fides, were generally defpis\l , on Account 
of the Meannefs of their Birth, and the Ignominy 
of their Condition, they were engag'd, by all Sorta 
of Rcafons, ro an entire Attachment ro their Maf- 
ter, on whofe Life their whole Fomi'.c depended; 
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and on whofe Account alone it was, that they weir 
or any Confederation. For thefe Reafons, there- 
fore, he filled ail the Offices of his Houfhold with 
Eunuchs; and, as this had been the Practice be- 
fore his Time, it thence-forward became the gene- 
ral Cuttom in all the EaJUm Countries. 

'Tis well known, that, in After-Times, this U- 
fage prevail'd likewifc amongft the Roman Empe- 
rors, with whom the Eunuchs were the reigning, 
all-powerful Favourites; nor is it any Wonder. 
'Twas very natural for the Prince, alter having 




trufted them with the Care of his Perfon, and ex- 
periene'd their Zeal, Fidelity, and Merit, to intruft 
rhem with the Management of Affairs ; arid, by 
Degrees, to give himfelf up to thcm.Thefe expert 
Courtiers knew how well to improve thofe favou- 
rable Moments, when Sovereigns, dclivcr'd from the 
Weight of their Dignity, which is a Burden to 
them, becomemereMen, and Jamiliarize themfelves 
with their Officers. And, by this Policy, having 
got PolfelTIon of their Matters Confidence, they 
came to be in great Credit at Court ; to have the 
Management of publick Affairs; to have the Dif- 
pofal of Employments, and Honours ; and to ar- 
rive themfelvcs to the higheft Offices, and Digni- 
ties in the State. 

But the good Emperors, fuch as Alexander Se- 
vcrus, abhorr'd Eunuchs, looking upon them, as 
Creatures attached only to their own Fortune; and 
Enemies, by Principle, to the publick Good ; Per- 
fons, whofe whole View was to get Poffeflion of the 
Prince's Favour ; to keep all Perfons of Merit from 
him ; to hide Affairs, as much as poflible, from his 
Knowledge ; and to keep him ftiut up, and impri- 
fon'd, as it were, within the narrow Circle of three, 
or four Officers, who had an abfblute Dominion 
over him : Claudentes principem fuum, & agent es 
ante omnia ne quid fciat. 

To return from whence we have digrefs'd, when 
Cjtns had given Orders about every Thing relatin 
to the Government, he refolv'd to fhew himfelF 
to his People, and his new-conquer'd Subjects, 
in a folemn, and augult religious Ceremony, by 
going in a pompous Cavalcade, to the Places 
confecrated to the Gods, in Order to offer Sacri- 
fices unro them. In this Procefiion, Cyrus thought 
fit to difplay all poflrble Splendor, arid Magni- 
ficence, which is apt to ftrikc an Awe into the 
People. This was the firftTime that Prince ever 
aim'd at procuring Refpeft to himfelf, not only 
by theAttra£Hons of Virtue but by fuch an external 
Pomp, as was proper to dazzle the Eyes of the Vul- 
gar, and wofk like a Charm, or Inchantment upon 
their Imaginations. To this End, he calPd the 
fu peri or Officers of the Perfians, and the JiHiti to- 
gether, and gave each of them a Suit of Cloaths 
after the Median Fafhion ; that is to fay, long 
Garments, which hung down to their Feet. Thefe 
Cloaths were of various Colours, all of the fineft, 
and brightcft Dye ; and richly embroidered with 
Gold and Silver. Befides thofe that were for them- 
felvcs, he gave them others, very fplendid tod, 
but lefs coitly, to prefent to the Subaltern Officers'. 
'Twas on this Occafion, the Perfians firft drefs'd 
themfelves after the Manner or the Mcdes\ and 
begun to imitate them in colouring their Eyes, to 
make them appear more lively; and in painting 
their Faces, in Order to beautify their Comple- 
tions. 

When the Day appointed for the Ceremony was 

come, the whole Company were at the King's Pa- 
lace 
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Uce by Break of Day. Four thoufand of the Guards, 
four in a Rank, plac'd themfelves before the Front 
of the Palace, and two thoufand on the two bides, 
rang'd in the fame Order. All the Cavalry were 
prelent likewife, the Pet fans on the Right, and 
thofeof the Allies on the Left : And the Chariots 
of War were ranged, half on one Side, and half 
the other. A (Toon as the Palace- Gates were 
there firft came a ereat Number of 
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open'd, there tirlt came a great 
Bulls, of exquifite Beauty, led out by four and 
four ; which were to be facrinVd to Jupiter, and 
other Gods, according to the Ceremonies prefcrib'd 
by the Magi. Next follow'd the Horfes. that were 
to be facrihe'd to the S tin. Immediately after them, 
a white Chariot, crown'd with Flowers, the Pole 
of which was gilt : This was to be offer'd to Ju- 
piter. Then came a fecond Chariot of the fame 
Colour, and adorn'd in the fame Manner, to be 
offerYl to the Sun. After thefe follow'd a third, 
the Horfes of which were caparifon'd with Scarlet 
Houfings. Behind all thefe march'd the Men, 
who carry 'd the facred Fire on a large Hearth. 
When thefe were on their March> Cyrus himfclf 
began to appear upon his triumphal Car, with his 
Tiara on his Head, encompafs'd with the royal 
Diadem. His Tunic was of Purple mix'd with 
white, which was a Colour peculiar to Kings* 
Over his other Garments he wore a large Purple 
Cloak. His Hands were uncover'd. A little be- 
low him fat his Mafter of Horfe, who was of a 
comely Stature, but not fo tall as that Hero $ for 
which Reafon, the Stature of the latter appear'd 
fliil more advantagedufly. Aflbon as the People 
perceiv'd the Prince, they all fell proftrate before 
him, and worfliipp'd him $ whether it was, that, 
certain Perfons appointed on Purpofe, and plac'd 
at proper Diftances, led Others on, by their Ex- 
ample ; or, that the People were mov'd to do it, 
of their own Accord j being ftruck with the Ap- 
pearance of fo much Pomp, and Magnificence ; 
and with fo many awful Circumftances of Majefty, 
and Splendor. None of the Perfians had ever 
proftrated themfelves, in this Manner, before Cy- 
rus, till on this Occafion. 

When the Chariot of that Prince was come out 
of the Palace, the four thoufand Guards began to 
march : The other two thoufand mov'd at the 
fame Time, and plac'd themfelves on each Side 
the Chariot. The Eunuchs, or great Officers of the 
King's Houftiold, to the Number of three hundred, 
richly clad, with Javelins in their Hands, and 
mounted upon ftately Horfes, march'd immedi- 
ately after the Chariot. After them follow'd two 
hundred Led-Horfes of the King's Stable, each of 
them having embroider'd Furniture, and their Birs 
of Gold. Then follow'd the Perfian Cavalry, di- 
vided into four Bodies, each confilting of ten thou- 
fand Men j next to them, the Median Cavalry ; 
and after thefe, the Cavalry of the Allies. The 
Chariots of War, four a-breaft, march'd in the 
Rear, and clos'd the Procefiion. 

When they came to the Fields confecrated to 
the Gods, they offer'd their Sacrifices, fir It, to^a- 
pitcr, and then to the Sun. To the Honour of the 
nrft, were burnt Bulls; and ro the Honour of the 
iecond, Horfes. They likewife facrifie'd fomeVic- 
tirns to the Earth, according to the Appointment 
of the Magi ; then to the Demi-Gods, the Patrons, 
and Protestors of AJJyria. 

Then, in Order to recreate the Spirits of the 
Company after this grave, and folemn Ceremony, 



Cyrus thought fit to. have it concluded with Games, 
efpecially Horfe,andChariot-Raccs.ThePlace where 
they were was lai*ge, and fpacious. He order'd a 
certain Portion of it to be mark'd out, about the 
Quantity of five Stadia, and propos'd Prizes for 
thcVi&ors of each Nation, which were to encoun- 
ter feparately, and among themfelves. Cyrus him- 
felf won the Prize in the Perfian Horfe-Races j for, 
no-body was fo compleat an Horfe-Man as he. The 
Chariots ran but two at a Time, one againft ano- 
ther. This Kind of Racing continu'd a long Time 
afterwards amongft the Perjians, except only, that 
it was not always attended with Sacrifices. All the 
Ceremonies being ended, they return'd to the City 
in the fame Order. 

Some Days after, the King, to celebrate the Vic- 
tory he had obtain'd in the Horfe-Races, gave a 
great Entertainment to all his chief Officers, as 
well Strangers, as Medes, ai\6\Perfans : They had 
never yet feen any Thing of the Kind fo lumptu- 
ous, and magnificent. At the Conclufion of the 
Feaft, he made every one a noble Prefent ; fothat 
they all went home with Hearts overflowing wirh 
Joy, Admiration, and Gratitude : And, as all- 
powerful as he was, Mafter of all the Raft, and 
of fo many Kingdoms, yet he was not afraid to 
derogate from him Majefty, by conducting them 
to the Door of his Apartment. Such were the 
Manners, and Behaviour of thofe ancient Times, 
when Men underftood how to join great Simplici- 
ty, and Grandeur together. 

We come now to the latt Part of the Hiftory of 
that Prince; who, though he now faw himfelf 
Mafter of all the £aft, by the taking of Babylon, 
did not imitate the Example of molt other Con- 
querors, who fully the Glory of theirViclories, by 
a voluptuous, and effeminate Life j to which they 
fancy they may lawfully give themfelves up, after 
their paft Toils, and the long Courfe of Hardihips 
they have gone through. He thought it incumbent 
upon him, to maintain his Reputation by the fame 
Methods he had acquir'd it $ that is, by a prudent 
Conduct j by a laborious, and active Life ; and a 
continual Application to the Duties of his high 
Station. r 

Wherefore, when he judg'd he had fufficienrly 
regulated Affairs at Baby 'Ion , he thought proper to 
take a Journey into Per fa. 

In his Way thither, he went through Media, to 
vifit his Uncle Cyaxares, to whom he carry'd very 
magnificent Prelents; telling him, at the fame 
Time, that he would find a noble Palace at Ba- 
bylon, all ready prepar'd for him, whenever he 
would pleafe to go thither; and, that he was to 
look upon that City as his own Dcmefn. In EfFefr, 
Cyrus, as long as his Uncle liv'd, only held the 
Empire in Copartnerlhip with him; though he 
had entirely conquer'd, and acquir'd ic, by his 
own Valour. Nav, fo far did he carry his Com- 
pJaifance> that he let hisUnele enjoy the firft Rank. 
This is the Cyaxares, who is calTd, in Scripture, 



Darius the Mtde\ and we fhall find, that, under 
his Reign, which laired but two Years, Daniel had 
feveral Revelations. It appears, that Cyrus, when 
he return'd from Perfia, carry'd Cyaxares with him 
to Babylon. 

When they were arriv'd there, they concerted 
together a Scheme of Government for the whole 
Empire. They divided it into an hundred and 
twenty Provinces. And, that the Prince's Orders 
might be convcy'd with the greater Expedition, 

D d Cyrus 
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Cyrus eaus'd Poft-Houfes to be erefted at proper 
Diftances, where the Jbxpreffes, that travelPd Day 
and Night, found Horfes always ready ; and, by 
chat Means, perform'd their Journies with incre- 
dible Difpatch. The Government of thefc Pro- 
vinces was given to thofe Perfons, that had been 
molt fcrviceable in the War. 

Over thcfe Governors were appointed three Su- 
per-Intendants, who were always to refide at Court; 
to whom the Governors were to give an Ac- 
count, from Time to Time, of every Thing that 
pais'd in their refpeihve Provinces; and from 
whom they were co receive the Prince's Orders, 
and Inftrudtions : So that thefe three principal Mi 
niftrrs had che Super- Intendency over, and the chief 
Admmiftration of, the great Affairs of the whole 
Empire. Of thefe three, Daniel was made che 
chief. He highly deferv'd fuch a Preference, not 
only on Account of his great Wifdom, whi;h was 
celebrated throughout all the Eafl, and had ap- 
peared in a diltinguiuYd Manner at Ba/tazat's 
Feaft ; but likewife, on Account of his great Age, 
and confummate Experience. For, at that Time, 
it was l ull fixty- feven Years, reckoning from the 
fecond of Nebuchadnezz ir, that he had been em- 
ployed as chief Minifter by the Kings of Baby- 
lon* 

As this Diftin£tion made him the fecond Perfon 
Perfon in the Empire, and plac'd him immedi- 
ately under the King, the other Courtiers con- 
ceiv'd. thereupon, fo great a Jealoufy, that they 
confpir'd to deftroy him: And as there was no Hold 
to be taken of him, unlefs it were on Account of 
the Law of his God, to which they knew him in- 
violably attach'd, they obtain'd an Edict from 
Darius, whereby all Perfons were forbidden to 
ask any Thing whatfoever, for the Space of thir- 
ty Days, either of any God, or Man, fave of 
the King; and that upon Pain of being caft into 
the Den of Lions. This done, as Daniel was fay- 
ing his ufual Prayers, with his Face turn'd to- 
wards Jerufalem, he was furpriz'd, accus'd, and 
cart into the Den of Lions: But, being miracu- 
loufly preferv*d, and coming out fafe, and unhurt, 
his Accufers were thrown in, and immediately de- 
vour'd by thofe fierce Creatures, who were then 
the Executioners of Divine Jultice ; which added 
greatly to Daniel** Credit, and Reputation. 

Towards the End of the fame Year, which was 
reckoned the fir ft of Dai ius the Mede ; Daniel 
knowing, by the Computation he made, that the 
feventy Years of Judatfs Captivity, determin'd by 
the Prophet Jeremiah, were drawing to an End, 
pray'd eameltly to God, that he would remember 
bi9 People, rebuild Jerufalem, and look with an 
Eye of Mercy upon his holy City, and the Sanc- 
tuary he had plac'd therein. Upon which, the 
Angel Gabriel aflur'd him in a Vifion, not only 
of the Deliverance of the Jews from their tem- 
poral Captivity, but likewife, of another Delive- 
rance much more cot fiderable \ namely, a Delive- 
rance from the Bondage of Sin, and Satan; which 
Qod would procure to his Church, and which was 

to be accomplith'd at the End of feventy Weeks* 
that were to pafs, from the l ime the Order (liould 

be given lor the rebuilding of JeiufaUm ; that is, 
after the Space of four hundred and ninety Years. 
Foj^' taking each Day for a Year, according co the 
Language fometimcs ufed in Holy Scripture, thofe 
feventy Weeks of Years make up exactly four hun- 
dred and ninety. 



Upon his Return to Babylon, Cyrus had given 
Orders for all his Forces to come thither. On the 
general Review made of them, he found they con- 
lifted of an hundred and twenty thoufand Horfe, 
of cwo thoufand Chariots arm'd with Scythes, and 
fix hundred thoufand Foot. When he had furnifh'd 
the Garrifons with as many of them, as were ne- 
ceffary for the Defence of the feveral Paris of the 
Empire, he march'd with the Remainder into Sy- 
ria, where he regulated the Affairs of that Pro- 
vince; and then fubdu'd all thofe Countries, as far 
as the Red Sea, and the Confines of Ethiopia. It 
was, probably, in this Interval of Time, that Da- 
niel was caft into the Den of Lions, and mira u- 
loufly deliver'd from them, as we have juft now 
related. Perhaps, in the fame Interval a£fo, were 
thofe famous Pieces of Gold coin'd, which are 
calPd Darks, from the Name of Dart's the Mede; 
and which, for their Finenefs, and Beauty, were, 
for feveral Ages, preferred to all other Money 
amongft the Eajlern Nations. 

Here, properly fpeaking, begins the Empire of 
the Petjians, and Aledes, under one and the fame 
Authority. This Empire, from Cyrus, the firft 
King, and Founder of it, to Dat ius Codomannus, 
who was vanquiih'd by Alexander the Great, Iafted 
for the Space of two hundred and fix Years; name- 
ly, from the Year of theWorld 3468, to the Year 
3674. But, at prefent, we propofc to fpeak only 
of the three firft Kings; and there remains but 
little more to be faid of him, who was the firft 
Founder of this new Empire. 

Cyaxans dying at the End of two Years, and 
Cambyfes ending his Days, about the fame Time, 
in Perjia, Cjrus return'd to Babylon, and took upon 
htm the whole Government. The Years of his 
Reign are computed after different Ways : Some 
reckon it lafted thirty Years ; namely, dating it 
from his firft marching out of 'Perjia, at che Head 
of an Army, to fuccour his Uncle Cyaxares : O- 
thers make theDuration of it to be but feven Years, 
becaufe they date it only from the Time, when, 
by the Death of Cyaxares, and Cambyfes, he became 
the fole Monarch of the whole Empire. 

In the firft of thefe feven Years, precifely, ex- 
pir'd the feventieth Year of the Babylonijh Capti- 
vity, when Cyrus publifh'd the famous Edict, 
whereby the Jews were permitted to return to 
Jet ufalem. There is no Queftion, but this Edict 
was obtain'd by the Care, and Solicitations of 
Daniel, who was in great Credit, and Authority 
at Court. That he might the more effectually in- 
duce the King to grant him this Favour, he (hew'd 
him, undoubtedly, the Prophecies of Ifaiah, where- 
in, above two hundred Years before his Birth, he 
was mark'd out, by Name, as a Prince appointed 
by God to be a great Conqueror, and to reduce a 
Multitude of Nations under his Dominion ; and, 
at the fame Time, to be the Deliverer of the cap- 
tive Jews, by ordering their Temple to be re- 
built, and Jerufalem, and Judea, to be repoffeffed 
by their ancient Inhabitants. We think, it may 
not be improper, in this Place, to infert that Edict 
at Length, as it is, 1 Efd. ii. which is, certainly, 
the faireft Part of the Life of Cyrus 1 and for 
which, ic may be prcfum'd, God had endow'd him 
with fo many heroick Virtues, and blefled him 
with fuch a conftant Scries of Profperity, and Vic- 
tories. 

In the fit ft Tear of Cyrus, King of the Perfiaiw. 

that the (Void of the Lord might be accompttjked, 

that 
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that he had promifed by the Mouth of Jeremy, the _ . 
Lord raijed up the Spirit of Cyrus, the Ki?ig of the Founder, the keeping of it 
Perfians . anc l fa ma de Pr'oc amotion through all his of the Jewifh Nation, even 
Kingdom, and alfo by writing, fajing, Thus faith 
Cyrus, King of the Perfians, the Lord g/Tfrael, the 
moh high Lord, hath made me King of the -whole 
Ivor Id, and commanded me to build him an Houfe at 
Jerufalem in Jewry. If, therefore, there be any of 
you that are of his People, let the Lord, even his 
Lord, be with him ; and let him go up to Jerufalem, 
that is in Judea, and build the Houfe of the Lord 
0/Ifracl ; for he is the Lord, that dwc/leth in Jeru- 
falem. Whofoever then dwell in the Places about, 
Jet them help him ( thofe, I fay, that are his Neigh- 
bours) with Gold, and with Silver, with Gifts, 
with Horfes, and with Cattle, and other Thi?igs, 
which have been fet forth by Vow for the Temple of 
the Lord at Jerufalem. 

Cjrus reftor'd, at the fame Time, to the Jews, 
all the Veffels of the Temple of the Lord, which 
Jiabuchodonefor had brought from Jerufalem, and 
plac'd in theTemple of his God, Baal. Soon after, 
the Jews departed, under the Conduct of Zoroba- 
bel, to return into their own Country. Neverthe- 
lefs, the Samaritans, who had formerly been the 
declar'd Enemies of the Jews, did all they pof- 
fibly could to hinder the building of the Temple; 
and though they could not alter the Decree of Cj~ 
rus, yet they prevail'd, by Bribes, and under-hand 
Dealings with the Minifters, and other Officers 
concerned therein, to obftrucl the Execution of it; 
fo that, for feveral Years, the Building went on 

but very flowly. 

It feems to have been out of Grief to fee the 
Execution of this Decree fo long retarded ; that in 
the third Year of C.rus, in the firft Month of that 
Year* Daniel gave himfelf up to mourning, and 
fafting, for three Weeks together. He was then 
near the River Tigris, in Perjia. When thisTime 
of falting was ended, he faw theVifion concerning 
the Succellion of the Kings of Perfia, the Empire 
of the Macedonians, and the Conquefts of the Ro- 
mans ; of which the three laft Chapters of his Pro- 
phecies contain an Account. 

By what we find in the Conclufion of the laft 
Chapter, we have Reafon to conjecture, that he 
dy'bf foon after ; and indeed, his great Age makes 
it unlikely that he could live much longer; for, 
at this Time, he muft have been, at leaft, eighty 
Years of Age; if we fuppofe him to have been 
but eight, when he was carry T d to Babylon with 
the other Captives : But fome believe him to have 
been eighteen Years of Age, at ihatTime, which 
will raiie his prefent Age horn eighty to ninety. 
In thofe very early Years, lie had given Proofs 

of fomething more than human Wifdom, in the 
Judgment of Sufannah. He was ever afterwards 
very much regarded by all the Princes who rcign'd 
at Babylon, and was always employ'd by them * 
with Diftinclion in the Adminiftration of their Af- 
fairs. 

Daniels Wifdom did not only reach to Things 
divine and political, but alfo to Arts and Sciences; 
and particularly, to that of Architecture. Joje- 
phus fpeaks of a famous Edifice built by him at 
Sufa, in the Manner of a Cattle (which he fays, 
was remaining in his Time) and fimfiVd with fuch 
wonderful Art, that it then feem'd as frefli and 
beautiful, as if it had been but newly built. With- 
in this Edifice, he faith, the Perftan and Parthian 
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Kings ufed to be bury'd ; and, for the Sake of the 
~ ' * was committed to one 

to his Time. It was 
a common Tradition in thofe Parts for many Ages, 
that Daniel dy'd in that City, now cail'd TujTer 5 
and there they ftiew his Monument even to this 
Day. 'Tis certain, that he ufed to go thither, 
fromTime toTime j and he himfelf tells us, thac 
he did the King's Buftnefs there ; that is, was Gover- 
nor for the King of Baboon. 

We have hitherto deferr'd making any Reflec- 
tions upon the Prophecies of Daniel, which cer- 
tainly, to any rcafonable Mind, are a very con- 
vincing Proof of the Truth of our Religion. We 
fliall not dwell upon that, which perfonally related 
to Nebuchadnezzar, and foretold in what Manner, 
for the Punifhment of his Pride, he fhould be re- 
due'd to the State of the Beafts of the Field ; and, 
after a certain Number of Years, rcftor'd to his 
Understanding, and his Throne. 'Tis well known, 
the Thing happen'd exactly according to Danieb s 
Prediction : The King himfelf relates it in a De- 
claration, addreffed to all the People, and Nations 
of his Empire. Was it poflible for Daniel to afcribe 
fuch a Manifefto, or Proclamation, to Nebuchad- 
nezzar y if it had not been genuine; to fpeak of it, 
as a Thing fent into all the Provinces, if no-body 
had feen it ; and in the Midft of Babylon, that 
was full both of Jews and Gentiles, to publifh an 
Atteftation of fo important a Matter, and fo in- 
jurious to the King ; and of which the Falfhood 
muft have been notorious to all the World ? 

We fhall content ourfelves, therefore, with re- 
prefenting very briefly, and under one and the 
fame Point of View, the Prophecies of Daniel, 
which fignify*d theSuccellion of four greatEmpires; 
and which, for that Reafon, have an eiTential, and 
neceflary Relation to the Subject Matter of this 
Treatife, which is nothing elfe but the Hiftory of 
thofe very Empires. 

The firft of thefe Prophecies was occafion'd, by 
the Dream Nebuchadnezzar had , of an Image 
compos'd of different Metals, Gold, Silver, Brafs, 
and Iron 5 which Image was broken in Pieces, and 
beat as fmall as Duft, by a little Stone, parted 
from the Mountain, and afterwards became itfclf 
a Mountain of extraordinary Height and Big- 
nefs. 

About fifty Years after, Daniel faw another Vi- 
fion, very like that of which we have jult been 
fpeaking : This was the Vifion of the four large 
Beails, which came out of the Sea. The firft was 
like a Lion, and had Eagle's Wings ; the fecond 
was like a Bear; the third was like a Leopard, 
which had four Heads; the fourth, and laft, rtill 
more ftrong, and terrible than the other, had 
great Iron! ecth ; itdevour'd, and brake in Pieces, 
and ftamp'd the Refiduc with her Feet. F rom 
among the ten Horns, which this Bcaft had, there 
came up a little one* which had Eyes like thofe 
of a Man, and a Mouth fpeaking great Things; 
and this Horn became greater than the other: 1 he 
fame Horn madeWar with the Saints, and prevail'd 
againft them, until the Ancient of Days, that is, 
the Everlalling God, came, and fitting upon his 
Throne, furrounded with a thoufand Millions of 
Angels, pronoune'dan irreversible Judgment upon 
the lour Beafts, whofeTime, and Duration, he had 
determined, and gave the Son of Man Power over 
all the Nations, and all the Tribes; an cverlafting 

Power 
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Power and Dominion, which fliall not pafs away, would make in the Kingdoms of Syria, and Egypt ? 

and a Kingdom, which (hall not be deftroy'd. their mutual Invafions of one another'sTerritortes; 

It is generally agreed, that chefe two Virions, their Infincericy in their Treaties, and their Mar. 

the one of the Image composed of different Metals, riage- Alliances, which would only be made to cloak 

the other of the four Beaks, that came out of the their fraudulent, and perfidious Defigns? 

Sea, fignify'd fo many different Monarchies,which We leave to the intelligent, and religious Rea- 

were to fuccecd one another, that were to be fuc- der, to draw the Conclufion, which naturally fol- 

ceilively deftroy'd by each other, and were all to lows from thefe Predictions of Daniel ; for, they 

give Place to the eternal Empire of Jcfus Chriji, are fo clear, and exprefs, that 'Porphyry, a pro- 

from whom alone they had fubfifted. It is like- fcfled Enemy of the Cbrijiian Religion, could find 

wife agreed, that thefe four Monarchies were thofe no other Way of difputing the divine Original of 

of the Babylonians, of the Pcrfians t and Medcs them, but by pretending, that they were written 

united ; of the Macedonians, and Romans. Though after the Events, and rather a Narration of Things 

fome Interpreters, inftead of the Romans, put the paft cnan a Prediction of Things to come. 

Kings of Syria* who were Alexander's Succeflbrs. Before We conclude this Article of Daniel's Pro- 

This is plainly demonftrated, by the very Order phecics, we mutt defire the Reader to remark, 

of their SucceiTion. But, where did Daniel fee what an Oppon'tion the Holy Ghoji has put between 

this Succcffion, and this Order? Who could reveal the Empires of the World, and the Kingdom of 

the Changes of Empires to him, but he only, who Jtfas Chriji. fn the former, every Thing appears 

is the Matter of Times, and Monarchies, who has great, fplendid, and magnificent. Strength, Power, 

determined every Thing by his own Decrees; and Glory, and Majefty, feem to be their natural At- 

who, by a fupernatural Revelation, imparts the tendants. In them we eafily difcern thofe great 

Knowledge of them to whom he pleafes? Warriors, thofe famous Conquerors, thofe Thun- 

In the following Chapter, this Prophet ftill dcr-Bolts of War,\\ ho fpread Terror every- where; 

f peaks with greater Clearnefs and Exa&nefs. For, and whom nothing could withftand: But then, 

after having reprefented the PetjSan, and Macedo- they are reprefented as wild Beafts, as Bears, Li- 
nian Monarchies, under the Figure of two Beafts ; ons, and Leopards 5 whofe only Property is to tear 

he thus expounds his Meaning in the plaineft Man- in Pieces, to devour, and to deftroy. What an 

ner : The Ram, which hath two unequal Horns, Image, and Picture, is this of Conquerors ! How 

reprefents the King of the Afedes, and Perfians-, admirably does it inftru£t us to leflen the Ideas we 

the Goat, which overthrows, and tramples him un- are apt to form, as well of Empires* as of their 

der his Feet, is the King of the Grecians ; and the Founders, or Governors ! 

great Horn, which that Animal has between his In the Empire of J ejus Chriji it is quite other- 
Eyes, reprefents thefirtt King, and Founder of that wife. Let us confider its Origin, and firft Rife ; 
Monarchy. How did Daniel fee, that the Perjtan or carefully examine its Progrefs, and Growth, at 
Empire mould be compofed of two different Na- all Times 5 and we (hall find, that Weaknefs. and 
tioi s, Medcs, and Per fans ; and that this Empire Meannefs, if we may be allow 'd to fay fo, have 
fhould be deftroy'd by the Power of the Grecians? always, outwardly, been one of its true Charalte- 
How did he forefee the Rapidity of Alexander's rifticks. It is the Leaven, the Grain of Muftard- 
Conquefts, which he fo aptly defcribes, by fay- Seed, the little Stone cut out of the Mountain, 
ing, that he touched not the Ground ? How did he ^nd yet, in Reality, there is no true Greatnefs 
learn, that .Alexander mould not have any Succeflbr but in this Empire. The Eternal Word is the 
equal to himfelf; and that the firft Monarch of the Founder, and the King thereof: All the Thrones 
Grtcian Empire fhould be likewife the moft pow- of the Earth come to pay Homage to his, and to 
erful ? By what other Light, than that of divine bow themfelyes before him. The End of his Reign 
Revelation, could he difcover, that Alexander is the Salvation of Mankind j 'tis to make them 
would have no Son to fucceed him ; that his Em- eternally happj-, and to form to himfelf a Nation 
pire would be difmember'd, and divided into four of Saints, and juft Perfons, who are all of them fo 
principal Kingdoms ; that his Succeflbrs would be many Kings, and Conquerors. Tis for their Sakes 
of his Nation, but not of his Blood ; and that out only, that the wholeWorld doth fubfift 5 and when 
of the Ruins of a Monarchy fo fuddenly form'd, the Number of them fhall be compleat; Then (fays 
there would be wherewithal to erec"t feveral States, St. c Paul) cometh the End % and the Consummation 0/ 
of which fome would be in the Eaji, others in all Things, when Je f us Chri ft //><*// have delivered up 
the Wejl j fome in the South, and others in the the Kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he Jhall 
XCot to V have put down all Rule, and all Authority, and 

The Particulars of the Facts foretold in the Re- Power. 
mainder of the eighth, and in the eleventh Chap- Can a Writer, who fees in the Prophecies o( D ti- 
ter, are no left altonifhing. How could Daniel, in niel, that the feveral Empires of the World, after 
the Reign of Cyrus, foretel, that the fourth of that having fubfifted the Time determin'd for them 
Prince's ^uccefiorsj who was Xeixcs, ihould gather by the Sovereign Difpofer of Kingdoms, do all 
together all his Forces to attack the Grecian terminate, and center in the Empire of Jtfus Chriji: 
states.' How could ths Prophet, who liv'd fo long Can a Writer, we fay, forbear turning his Eyes, 
before the Times of the Maccabees, particularly now and then, towards that great ObjcA, and ha- 
ilefcribe all the Pcrfecutions>whichy//i//W»Kj would ving it always in View, at leaft, at a Diftance, as 
bring upon the Jews-, rhe Manner of his abolifh- the End of all others. 

ing the Sacrifices, which were daily offcr'd in the To return to Cyrus-, Being equally belov'd by 
Temple of Jtmfalm\ the Prophanarion of that his own natural Subjcfta, and by thole of the con- 
holy Place, by fcrtir g up an Idol therein ; and the quer'd Nations, he peaceably enjoy'd the Fruits of 
Vengeance which God would inflict on him for it? his Labours, and Victories. His Empire was bound- 
How could he, in the firft Year of the Perjian Em- ed, on the Eaft by the River Indus j on the North, 

pire, foretel the Wars., which Alexander's Succeflbrs by the Ca/pian, and Euxinc Seas; on the//!*//, by 

* rhe 
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the Egtan Sea ; and on the South, by Ethiopia, 
and the Arabian Sea. He kept his Refidence in 
the Midft of all thefe Countries, fpending gene- 
rally feven Months of the Year at Baby/on, in the 
Winter Seafon, becaufe of the Warmth of that Cli- 
mate ; three Months at Sufa, in the Spring; and 
two Mouths at Ecbatana, during the intenle Heat 
of the Summer. 

Having fpent fevenYears in this State of Tran- 
quillity, Cyrus return'd into Perfia ; which was the 
jeventhTime, fince his reigning over the whole 
Monarchy : And this fhews, that he ufed to go 
regularly into Perfia once a Year. Cambyfes had 
been now dead for fomeTime, and Cyrus himfelf 
rown pretty old, being, at this Juncture, about 
eventy Years of Age 5 thirty of which had patted, 
fince nis being rirlt made General of the Perfian 
Forces, nine from the taking of Bab) I n, and feven 
from his beginning to. reign alone, after the Death 
of Cyaxares. 

To the very laft, he enjoy'd a vigorous State of 
Health ; which was the Fruit of his fobcr, and 
temperate Life : And whereas they, who give 
themfelves up to Drunkennefs, and Debauchery, 
often feel all the Infirmities of Age, even whilft 
they are young ; Cyrus, on the contrary, in a very 
advane'd Age, enjoy'd all the Vigour, and Advan- 
tages of Youth. 

When he perceived the Time of his Death to 
draw nigh, he order'd his Children, and the chief 
Officers of the State, to be aflembled about him ; 
and, after having thank'd the Gods for all their 
Favours towards him, through the Courfe of his 
Life, and implor'd the like Protection for his 
Children^ his Country, and his Friends, he de- 
clared his eldeft Son, Cambyfes, his Succeflbr; and 
left the other, who feme call Tanaoxares, or, 
according to others, Smerdis f feveral very confide- 
rable Governments. He then gave them both ex- 
cellent Inftrudions, reprefenting to them, that the 
main Strength and Support of the Throne, was nei- 
ther the vaft Extent or Country, nor the Number 
of Forces, nor immenfe Riches; but a due Refpecl: 
for the Gods; a good LTnderftanding between Bre- 
thren; and the Art of gaining, and prefer ving true 
and faithful Friends. He dy'd equally regretted, 
and lamented, by all the Hations under his Do- 
minion. 

To, give Cyrus his due Character, he may juftly 
be conlider'd, as the wifeft Conqueror, and the 
moft accomplifh'd.Prince to be met with in pro- 
phage Hiftory. He was poflefled of all the Quali- 
ties requifite to form a great Man ; Wifdom, Mo- 
deration! Courage. Magnanimity, noble Sentiments; 
a wonderful Ability in managing Men's Tempers, 
and gaining their Affections ; a # thorough Know- 
ledge of all the Parts of the military Art, as far 
as that Age had carry'd it; a vaift Extent of Ge- 
nius, and Capacity for forming, and an equal Sted- 
dinefs, and Prudence, for executing the greataft 
Projects. 

. is very common for thofe Heroes, who mine 
jn the Field, and dazzle our Eyes, in the very 
Time of Action, to make but a very poor one 
upon, other Occafions, and in Affairs ot a different 
Mature. We are aftonifh'd, when we fee them 
alone, and without their Armies, to find what a 
Difference there is, between a General, and a great 
**an;, to fee what low Sentiments, and mean 
^hf rigs, they are capable of in private Life ; how 
'hey a»c influenced . by Jcaloufy, and govern'd by 
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Intereft; how difagreeublc, and odious they ren- 
der themfelves, by their haughty Deportmenc, and 
Arrogance, which they think neceflary to prcferve 
their Authority ; and which only ferve to make 
them hated, and defpifed. 

Cyrus had none ot thefe Defects : He appear'd 
always the fame; that is, always great, even on 
the moft indifferent Occafions. Being fure of his 
Greatnefs, of which real Merit was the Founda- 
tion, and Support, he thought of nothing more 
than to render himfelf affable, and of eafy Ac- 
cefs : And whatever he feem'd to lofe by this con- 
defcending, humble Demeanour, was abundantly 
compenfated by the cordial Affection, and the fin- 
cere Refpedt it procur'd him from his People. 

Never was any Prince a greater Mafter of the 
Art of Infinuationj fo neceflary for thofe that bear 
Rule; and yet fo little underftood, or pradti fed. 
He knew perfectly what Advantage may refult 
from a /ingle Word rightly timed ; from an obli- 
ging Carriage ; from a Command., that carries a 
Reafon with it ; from a little Praife in granting a 
Favour, and from tempering a Refufal with iix- 
prcllions of Concern, and Good- Will. His Hiftory 
is full of thefe Ornaments, and Graces. 

He was rich in a Sort of Wealth which is want- 
ing to moft Sovereigns; and which they little re- 
gard, or ftrive to acquire: They are pofletfed of 
every thing, but faithful Friends; and their In- 
digence, in that Particular, is conceal'd, by the 
Splendor, and Affluence> with which they are fur- 
rounded. Cyrus was belov'd, becaufe he himfelf 
had a Love for others : For, has a Man any 
Friends, or, does he deferve to have any, when, 
he himfelf is deftitute of Friendfliip ? Nothing 
can be finer, than to fee in Aenopbon, how Cyrus 
liv*d, and converfed with his Friends; always pre- 
ferving as much Dignity, as was requifite to keep 
up a fit Decorum ; and yet infinitely remov'd from 
that iil-judg'd Haughtincfs, which deprives the 
Great of the moft innocent, and agreeable Pleafure 
in Life; that of converfing freely, and fociably, 
with Perfons of Merit, though ot an inferior Sta- 
tion. 

The Ufe he made of his Friends, may ferve as 
a perfect Model to all Perfons in Authority. His 
Friends had receiv'd from him, riot only the Li- 
berty, but an exprefs Command, to tell him what- 
ever they thought. And though he was much fu- 
perior to all his Officers in LTnderftanding, yet he 
never undertook any Thing, without asking their 
Advice : And whatever was to be done, whether it 
was to reform any Thing in the Government, to 
make Changes in the Army, or to form a new 
Enterprise, he would always have every Man fpeak 
his Sentiments, and would often make ufe of them 
to correct his own : So different was he from the 
Prince mention'd by Tacitus^ who thought it a 
fufficient Reafon, for rejecting the moft excellent 
Project, or Advice, that it did not proceed from 
himfelf : Confiiii quamvis egregii, quod ipfe mn q/'- 
ferret, iai miens. 

Cicero obferves, that, during the whole Time 
Cyrus reign'd, he was never heard to fpeak one 
rough, or angry Word : Cujus Jummo in imperio 
nmo unquam verbum ullum aj'pcrtus audivit. What 
a great Encomium for a Prince is comprehended 
in this fliort Sentence f He muft be a very great 
Mafter of himfelf, to be able, in the midft of fo 
much Action, and Commotion ; and in Spite of 
all the intoxicating Effects of fovercign Power, 
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always to prcfervc his Mind in fuch a State of 
Calmnefs, and Compofure, chat no CrofTes, Difap- 
pointments, or unforefeen Accidents, lhould ever 
ruffle its Tranquility $ or provoke h'm to utter 
any barlh, or oftenfive ExpreiTion. 

Hut, what was frill greater in him, and more 
truly royal even than thus, was his ftedfait Pe.fua- 
fion, that all his Labours, and Endeavours, ouihe 
to tend to the Happincfs of his People; and that 
it was not by the Splendor of Riches, by pom- 
pous Equipages, by luxurious Living, or a mag- 
nificent fable, that a King ought to diftinguiih 
himfelf from his Subjects, but by a Superiority of 
Merit in every Kind; and particularly, by a con* 
italic, indefatigable Care, and Vigilance, to pro- 
mote their Interelts, and fecurs the publick Wel- 
fare, and Tranquility. He faid himlelf, one Day, 
as he was dif courting" with his Courtiers, upon the 
Duties of a King; that a Prince ought to contider 
himlelf as a Shephe.d; (the Image under which 
both lac red. and prophane Antiquity, reprefentcd 
good Kings) and that he oughu to have the fame 
Vigilance, ( arc, and Goodncfs. <f It is his Duty 
( favs lie) co watch, that his People may live 
i:i Safety, and Qu'et; to charge himfelf with 
Anxieties* and Cures, that they may be exempt 
from them 5 to choofe whatever is wholefome 
for them, and remove what is hurtful, and pre- 
judicial j to place his Delight in feeing'them 
increafe, and multiply; and bravely expofe his 
own Perfon in their Defence, and Protection. 
This (fays he) is the natural Idea, and thejuit 
Image of a good King. It is reafonable, at the 
fameTime, that his Subjec>s lhould render him 
all the Service of which he itands in Need; but 
it is [till more reafonable, that hefhould labour 
to make them happy; becaufe it is for that very 
End he is their King, as much as it is the End, 
and Office, of a Shepherd to take Care of his 
Flock. » 

Indeed, to be the Common-wealth's Guardian, 
and to be King ; to be for the People, and to be 
their Sovereign, is but one and the fame Thing. 
A Man is born forOcheis, when he is born to go* 
vcrn ; becaufe the Reafon, and End of governing 
Others, is only to be ufeful, and fcrvkeable to 
them. The very Bafis, and Foundation of the Con- 
dition of Princes is not to be for chemfelvcs: The 
very Character of their Greatnefs is, that they are 
conVecrated to the publick Good. They may, pro- 
perly, be confider'd as Light, which is plac'd on 
high, only that it may diftufc, and fhed its Beams 
on every Thing below. Arc fuch Sentiments as 
thefe any Disparagement to the Dignity of the re- 
gal State? 

'Twas by the Concurrence of all thefe Virtues, 
that Cirus founded fueh an cxtenfive Empire in fo 
fliortaTimc; that he peaceably enjoy 'd the Fruits 
of his Conqucfts for fcveral Years; that he made 
himAlf be fo much ertcem'd, and belov'd, not 
only by his own narural Subjects, but by all the 
Nation! he had conquered, that, after his Death, 
he was regretted, as the common Father of all the 
People. 

We ought not, however, to be at all furpriz'd, 
that Cjtus was fo accomplilh'd in every Virtue (it 
will eaiily be underftood , chat we fpeak only of 
Pagan Virtues) becaufe we know 'twas God himfelf, 
who had form'd him to he the lull 
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Executor of his gracious Dcfigns towards his pe- 
culiar People. 



When we fay, that God himfelf had form*d this 
Prince, we do not mean, that he did it by any vi* 
fible Miracle; or., that he immediately made him 
fuch, as we admire him in the Accounts we have 
of him in Hiftory. God gave him a happy Ge- 
nius, and implanted in his Mind the Seeds of all 
the noblclt Qualities ; difpofing his Heart, at the 
fameTime, to afpire after the moft excellent, and 
fublime Virtues. But, above all, he took Care, 
that this happy Genius mould be cultivated by a 
ood Education ; and, by that Means, be prepar'd 
or the greatDeiigns for which he intended him. We 
may venture to fay, without Fear of being decev'd, 
the greater! Excellencies in Cyrus were owing to 
his Education,where the confounding him, in iome 
Sort, with the reft of the Subjects, and the keeping 
him under the fame Subjection to the Authority of 
hisTeachers, ferv'd to eradicate that Pride, which 
is fo natural to Princes : This taught him to hear- 
ken to Advice, and to obey before he came to com- 
mand 5 inur'd him to Hardlhip, and Toil* accuf- 
tom'd him to Temperance, and Sobriety 5 and, in 
a Word, render'd him fuch, as we have feen him 
throughout his whole Conduct; gentle, modefr,, af- 
fable, obliging, companionate, an Enemy to all 
Luxury, and Pride, and frill more fo to Flat- 
tery. 

It muft confefled, that fuch a Prince is one of 
the moft precious, and valuable Prefents, that Hea- 
ven can make to mortal Men. The Infidels them- 
felves have acknowledg'd this Truth j nor has the 
Darknefs of their falfe Religion been able to hide 
thefe two remarkable Truths from their Obferva- 
tion; that all good Kings are the Gift of God, and 
that fuch a Gift includes many others j for, nothing 
can be fo excellent as that, which bears the molt 
perfect Refemblance to the Deity and the nobleft 
Image of theDeity, is a juft, moderate, chafte, and 
virtuous Prince, who reigns with no other View, 
than to cftablifh the Reign of JulHce, and Virtue. 
This is the Defcription which Pliny has left us of 
Trajan, and which has a great Refemblance to that 
of Cyr us. Nullum eft praftabilius €sf pulchrius Dei 
munus erga mor tales, quam cqftus, & fantlus, 
Deo Jimillimus princeps. 

When we narrowly examine this Hero's Life, 
we think, there feems to have been one Circum- 
ftancc wanting to his Glory, which would have 
added to it exceedingly 5 we mean, that of having 
ftruggled under fome grievous Calamity for fome 
Time, and of having his Virtue try'd, by fome 
fudden Turn of Fortune. We know, indeed, that 
the Emperor Galba, when he adopted Pifo, told 
him, that the Stings of Profperity were infinitely 
fharper than thofe of Adverfity ; and that the for- 
mer put the Soul to a much fcvererTrial than the 
latter: Fortunam adhuc t ant urn adverfam tufjfti; 
fecunda res acr fori bus Jiimulis explorant animos. And 
the Reafon he civesis, that when Misfortunes come 
with their whole Weight upon a Man's Soul, fhe 
exerts herfelf, and fummons all her Strength to 
bear up the Burden ; whereas, Profperity attacking 
the Mind fecretly, or infenfibly, leaves it all its 
Weaknefs, and insinuates a Poifon into it, by fo 
much the more dangerous, as it is the more fuotle: 
Suia miferia t ole r ant ur, J elicit ate cor rumpimur. Be- 
caufe Adverfity may be born with Patience; but 
we are apt to be corrupted by Profperity. 

However, it mult be own'd , that Adverfity* 

when fupported with Noblenefs and Dignity, and 

furmounted by an invincible Patience, adds a great 
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JLuftre to a Prince's Glory, and gives him Occa- 
sion to difplay many tine Qualities and Virtues, 
which would have been conceal'd in the Bofom 
of hrofperity ; as a Greatnefs of Soul, independent 
of every Thing without ; an unftiaken Conftancy, 
which is Proof againft the fevcrelt Strokes of For- 
tune ; an Intrepidity of Soul, animated at the Sight 
of Danger; an happy Invention for Expedients, 
fpringing even from Croffes and Difappointments; 
a Prefence of Mind, which views, and provides 
againft every Thing; and laftly, a Firmnefs of 
Soul, not only fufficient for itfelf, but capable of 
fupporting others. 

Cyrus wanted this Kind of Glory: He himfelf 
informs us, that during whole Courfe of his Life, 
which was pretty long, the Happinefs of it was 
never interrupted by any unfortunate Accident; 
and that, in all his Defigns, the Succefs had an- 
fwer'd his utmoft Expectation. But he acquaints 
us, at the fame Time, with another Thing, almoft 
incredible, and which was the Source of all that 
Moderation and Evennefs of Temper fo confpi- 
cuous in him, and for which he can never be fuf- 
ficiently admired ; namely, that in the Midft of 
his uninterrupted Profperity, hcftill preferved, in 
his Heart, a fecret Fear, proceeding from the 
Changes and Misfortunes that might happen : And 
this prudent Fear was not only a Prefervative a- 
amft Infolence, but even againft every Excels of 

oy. 

There remains one Point more to be examined ; 
but it is a very important one, with Regard 
to this Prinze's Reputation and Character ; name- 
ly, the Nature of his Victories and Cor.quefts, 
which we (hall but briefly mention. If theie had 
been founded only upon Ambition, Injufticc, and 
Violence, Cyrus would have been fo far from me- 
riting the Praifes beftow'd upon him, that he 
ought to be nmk'd among thofe famous Robbers 
of ihe t'M^erfr, thofe publick Enemies to Man- 
kind, who acknowledged no Law but that of Force; 

who look'd upon the common Rules of Juftice as 
Laws only obligatory to private Perfons, and that 
would derogate from the Majelty of Kings; who 
fet no other Bounds to their Defigns and Prcten- 
fions, than their Incapacity of carrying them any 
farther; who facrificed the Lives of Millions to 
their particular Ambition ; who made their Glory 
confift in fpreacUng Defolation and Destruction, 
like Fires and Torrents; and who rcign'd, as 
Bears and Lions would, if they were Matters. 

This is indeed the true Character of the grcateft 
Part of thofe pretended Heroes the World ad- 
mires; and by fuch Ideas as thefe, we ought to 
cor reft the Impreffion, made upon our Minds, by 
the undue Praifcs of fome Hiftorians; and the Sen- 
timents of others, feduced by falfc Images of Great- 
nefs. 

We do not know whether we are not biaffed in 
Favour of Cyrus ; but he feems to us to have been 
of a very different Cha rafter from thofe Conquer- 
ors, whom we have juft now defcribed. Not that 
wc would juftify him in every Refpect; or repre- 
sent him as exempt from Ambition, which un- 
doubtedly was the Soul of all his Undertakings; 
but he certainly reverenced the Laws, and knew 
that there arc unjuft Wars, which, whoever un- 
dertakes, without a warrantable Foundation, ren- 
ders himfelf accountable for all the Blood that is 
filed. Now, every War is of this Sort, to which 
the Prince is induced by no other Motive than 



that of enlarging his Conquefts ; of acquiring a 
vain Reputation; or rendering himfelf terrible to 
his Neighbours. 

This Hero, as we have feen, at the Beginning 
of the War, founded all his Hopes of Succefs on 
the Juftice of his Caufe ; and reprefented to his 
Soldiers, in order to infpire them with the greater 
Courage and Confidence, that they were not the 
Aggreifors; that it was the Enemy that attacked 
them ; and that therefore they were entitled to 
the Protection of the Gods, whofeem'd chemfelves 
to have put their Arms into their Hands, that they 
might fight in Defence of their Friends and Allies, 
unjuftly opprefTed. If we carefully examine his 
Conquefts, we fhall find they were all Confequences 
of the Victories he obtain'd over Crcefus, King of 
Lydia, who was Matter of greateft Part of the 
leiTer ^4 ft a ; and over the King of Babylon* who 
was Matter of all upper -A{ia, and many other 
Countries ; both which Princes were the Ag- 
greffors. 

With good Reafon therefore is Cyrus reprefent- 
ed as one of the greateft Princes recorded in Hi- 
ftory ; and juftly is his Reign propoled as a Mo- 
del of a pei feci: Government; which it could not 
be, unlefs Juftice had been the Bafts and Foun- 
dation of of it : Cyrus a Xenophonte Jet iptus ad 
jujll effigiem Imperii. Cyrus is defcribed by AV/.'o- 
f hon as the Model of a juft Prince. 

Herodotus and Xenophon, who perfectly agree 
in the Subftance and moft effential Part of the 
Hiftory of Cyrus, and particularly in what relates 
to his Expedition againft Babylon, and his other 
Conquefts; differ extremely in the Accounts they 
give of fevcral important Facts; as the Birth and 
Death of that Prince, and the Eftablifhment of the 
Pcrfian Empire. We therefore think our felves o- 
bliged to give a fuccinct Account of what Hero- 
dotus relates as to thefe Points. 

He tells us, as Jujtin does after him, that A- 
r ages j King of the Mcdcs, being warned by a 
rightful Dream, that the Son, who was to be 
born of his Daughter, would dechrone him, did 
therefore marry his Daughter Mandana to a Pcr- 
fian, of an obfeure Birth and Fortune, whofe Name 
was Cambyfes : This Daughter being delivered of 
a Son, f.e King commanded Harpagus, one of 
his principal Officers, to deitroy the Infant ; who, 
inftead of killing the Child, put it into the Hands 
of one of the King's Shepherds, and ordered him 
to leave it expofed in a Foreft. But the Child, 
being miraculoufly preferved, and fecrctly brought 
up by the Shepherd's Wife, was afterwards known 
to be the fame by his Grandfather; who contented 
himfelf with banifliing him to the utmoft Parts of 
Perfij, and vented alf his Wrath upon the unfor- 
tunate Harpagus ; whom he invited to a Feaft, 
and entercain*d with the Flefh of his own Son. 
Several Years after, young Cyrus, being 'infornVd 
by Harpagus who he was, and being encouraged 
by his Counfels and Remontirances, raifed an 
Army in Pcrfia, march'd againft jfjlyagcs* came 
to a Battle, and defeated him ; and fo transferal 
the Empire from the Mcdcs to the Perfians. 

The lame Herodotus makes Cyrus die in a Man- 
ner little becoming fo great a Conqueror. This 
Prince, according to him, carry'd his Arms againlt 
the Scythians ; and, after having attack'd them, 
in the fir ft Battle feign'd a Flight, leaving a great 
Quantity of Wine and Victuals behind him in the 
Field. The Scythians did not fail to feixe the 
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Booty. When they had well drunken, and wcrg- of Cyrus-, who was a Prince of' extraordinary Mo- 
ileepv, Cyrus rerurn'd upon them, and obtainM an deration, and Temper. Bcfides, is it ac all pro*, 
ealy Victory; taking a vaft Number of Prifoners; bable, that this Hero, who was marching- to the 
amongl* whom was' the Son of the Queen, narn'd Conquelt of Babylon, ftiould fo idly wafte hisTiine, 
Tomyris, who commanded the Army. This young which to him was fo precious; lhould loend the 
Captive-Prince, whom Cyrus reft fed to reftore to Ardor of hisTroopSj in fuch an uppironTabIeRL.ce 
his Mother, being recover'd from his drunken Fit, of Work; and mils the Opportunity of furpriz-ing 
and not able to endure to bear being a Prifoner, the Babylonians-, by amufing himfelf with a ridi- 
kill'd himfelf with his own Hand. Hereupon, his culous War with a River, inftead of carrying it 
Mother ♦ T vmyris, animated by the Delire of Re- again ft his Enemies ? 

venge, gave the Per fans a fecond Battle; and But, what decides this Point unanfwerably, i n 
feigning a Flight as they had done before, by that Favour of Xenophon, is the Conformity we find be- 
Means, drew them into an Ambufti, and kill'd tween him, and the Holy Scripture; where we fee, 
above two hundred thoufand of their Men, toge- that, inftead of the Per flan Empire's having been 
ther with their King. Then ordering the Head of raifed upon the Ruins of that or the Medes (as He- 
Cyrus to.be cut off, fhe flung it into a Veffel full rodotus relates it) thofe two Nations attack'd BaBy- 
of Blood, infulting him, at the fame Time, with Ion together, and united their Forces, to bring 
thefe opprobrious Words ; Now glut thy f elf with down the formidable Power of the Babylonian Mo- 
Blood 9 in which thou haji always delighted, and of narchy. 

whtch thou haji ever been infatubty tki'fly. From whence then could fo great a Difference, 

In Effect, the Account given by Herodotus, of as there is between thefe two Hiftorians, proceed? 
the Infancy, and flrft Adventures of Cyrus, has Herodotus himfelf explains it to us. In the very 
much more the Air of a Romance, than of an Place, where he gives the Account of the Birch of 
Hiftory. And, as to the Manner of his Death, Cyrus ; and in that, where be (peaks of his Death, 
what Probability is there, that a Prince fo ex- he acquainrs us, that, even at that Time, thofe two 
periene'd in War, and no lefs renown'd for his great Events were related different Ways. Here- 
Prudence than for his Bravery, fhould fo eafilyfail dotus follow'd that which pleas'd him beft ; for, 
into an Ambufcade laid for him by a Woman ? it appears, that he was fond of extraordinary and 
What the fame Hilrorian relates concerning his wonderful Things* and was very credulous, Xefio- 
hafty, violent Paflibn, and his childifh Revenge phon was of a graver Difpofition, and of lefs Cre? 
upon the River Gyndes, in which one of his facred dulity ; and, in the very Beginning of his Hiftory, 
Horfes was drown'd, and which he immediately acquaints us, that he had taken great Care, and 
caufed to be cut into three hundred and fixty Pains, to inform himfelf of the Birth, Education* 
Channels, is directly repugnant to the Idea we have and Character, of that great Prince. 
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ye Life of Cambyfes ; His Expedition into Egypt ; The Cruelty of the Greeks to Vhznes^ 
who defcrts their Party; Cambyfes revenges it upon the Egyptians, after the Reduction 
of Memphis ; His flrangc Ufagc of the dead Body of Amafis ; His mad Expedition againjl 
the Ethiopian s 3 and Ammouians ; His barbarous DeftruHion of the Temples of Thebes ; 
His Cruelty to the Magiftrates of Memphis ; He kills the falfe God Apis ; His monfirous 
Bu larity to his Brother Smerdis and his Sifter Meroe ; The mean Flattery of Prex- 



; j The unufual Profperity of Polycrates ; The Death of Cambyft 
of Smerdis ; The Difcovcry of his Irnpoft 
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CAMBYSES. 



AS foon as Cambyfes was feated on theThrone, 
he refolv'd to makeWar agaiulr, Egypt, for 
a particular Affront, which, according to 
Herodotus, he pretended to have received from A- 
haft} of which we have already given an Ac- 
count But/tis much more pro bable, that who 



had fubmittcd to Cyrus, and became tributary to 
him, might draw this War upon himfclfi by rcfu- 
fing, after the Death of Cyrus, to pay the fame 
Homage, and Tribute to his Succeffjr; and by at- 
tempting to ihake off the Yoke, that had been im- 
pofed on him. 

Gam- 
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However that be, Cambyfes, in Order to carry 
on the War with Succefs, made vaft Preparations 
both by Sea and Land. The Cypriots and Phcni- 
cians furnifhed him with Srtfps.; and as for his 
Land-Army, he added to his own Troops a great 
J^umber of Grecians, Ionian*, and Eolians, which 
made up the principal Part of his Forces- But 
none was of greater Service to him in this War, 
than P banes of Halicarnajfus^ who being the Com- 
mander of fome auxiliary Greeks, in the Service of 
Amafis, and being fome way or other diifatisfied 
with that Prince, came over to Cambyfes, and gave 
him fuch Intelligence concerning the Nature of the 
Country, the Strength of the Enemy, and the Stare 
of this Affairs, as very much facilitated the Succefs 
of his Expedition. 'Twas particularly by his Ad- 
vice, that he contracted with an Arabian King, 
whofe Territories lay between the Confines of Pa- 
Jefline and Egypt, to furnifh his Army with Water, 
during^ their March through the DefarC, that lay 
between thefe two Countries : Which Agreement 
that Prince fulfilled, by fending the Water on the 
Backs of Camel 8 ; without which Cambyfes could 
never have march'd with his Army that Way, but 
they ffluft have perifhed for Thirft. 

Having made all thefe Preparations, he invaded 
Egypt in the fourth Year of his Reign. When he 
was arrived upon the Frontiers, he was informed, 
that Amafis was juft dead; and that Pfammenitus, 
his Son, who had fucceeded him, was bufy in ga- 
thering all his Forces together, to hinder him 
from penetrating into his Kingdom. In EfFeft, 
before Cambyfes could open a Paffage into the 
Country, it was neceffary he fhould render himfelf 
Mailer of Pehifium, which was the Key of Egypt, 
on the Side he invaded it. Now Pelufium was fo 
iftrong a Place, that in all Likelihood it muft have 
flopped him a great Whil'e^ But according to Po- 
lyenus, to render the Reduction thereof eafy, Cam- 
byfes had Recourfe to the following Stratagem; 
Being informed, that the whole Garrifon confifted 
of Egyptians, he placed in the Front of his Army 
a great Number of Cats, Dogs, Sheep, and other 
Animals, which were look'd upon as facred by 
that Nation, and then attack'd the City by Storm : 
Whereupon the Soldiers of the Garrifon, not dar- 
ing either to fling a Dart, or fhoot an Arrow that 
Way, for Fear of hitting fome df thofe Animals, 
Cambyfes became Mailer of the Place without Op- 
pofition. 

When Cambyfes had £Qt Pofleffion of the C y 
Pfammenitus advanced with a great Army, to flop 
his Progrefs ; and a cdnfiderable Battle enfued be- 
tween them- But before they engaged, the Greeks, 
who were in the Army of Pfammenitus, in Order to 
be revenged, of Phanet, for his Revolt, took his 
Children, which he had been obiig'd to leave in 
Egypt, when he fled, cut their Throats between 
the two Camps, and, in Prefence of the two Ar- 
mies, drank their Blood. This outrageous Cruel- 
ty, however, did not procure them the Victory j 
for the Perjians, enraged at fo horrid a Spectacle, 
fell upon them with great Fury, and quickly 
routed and overthrew the whole Egyptian Army; 
4 . of which the greateft Part were killed, upon the 
Spot ; whilft thofe that could fave themfelves 

efcaped to Memphis, and tout themfel 
in. 

On Occafion of this Battle, Herodotus takes No- 
tice of an extraordinary Circumttance, of which he 
himfelf was a Witnefs. The Bones of the Per- 
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Jrans and Egyptians were (rill in the Place where 
the Battle was fought, but feparated from ohe an- 
other. The Skulls of the Egyptians were fb hard, 
that a Violent Stroke of a Stone would hardly break 
them; arid thofe of the 'Perfians fo foft, that they 
might be broken, or pierced through, with the 
•eateft Eafe imaginable. The Reafon of this 
ifference was; that the former from their Infancy 
were accuftomed to have their Heads fhaved, and 
go uncovered, whereas che latter had their Heads 
always covered with their Tiara which is one of 
their principal Ornaments. 

Cambyfes having purfued the Run-aways to Mem- 
phis, fent an Herald into the City, in a Velfel of 
Mitylene, by the River Nile, on which Memphis 
ftood, to fummon the Inhabitants to furrendcr. But 
che Peoplo, tranfported with Rage, fell upon the 
Herald, and tore him in Pieces, with all thofe that 
accompanied him. However, Cambyfes, having 
foon after taken the Town, fully revenged this In- 
dignity, caufing ten times as many Egyptians, and 
ofthe Prime Nobility, to be publickly executed ; 
amongft which was the eldeft Son of Pfammenitus. 
As for that King himfelf, Cambyfes was inclined to 
have treated him kindly; not only fparing his 
Life, but appointing him an honourable \?atnte- 
nance. But the Egyp tian Monarch, little arretted 
with this kind Ufage, did what he could to raife 
new Troubles, and Commotions, in Order to reco- 
ver his Kingdom ; as a Puniftiment for which he 
was made to drink: Bull's Blood, and dyed imme- 
diately; His Reign having laftcd but fix Months; 
after which all Egypt fubmitted to the Conqueror. 
On the News of this Succefs, the Libyans, the Cy- 
renians, and the Barceans, all fent Ambafiadors 
with Prcfents to Cambyfes, to make their Submif- 
fion to him* 

From Memphis, he went to the City of Pais, 
which was the Burying-placc of the Kings of 
tf; and as foon as he entered in the Palace, he 
caufed the Body of Amafis to be taken out of its 
Tomb ; and, after having expofed it to a thoufand 
Indignities in his own Prefence, ordered it to be 
caft into the Fire, and burnt; which was a Thing 
equally cdntrary to the Cuftoms of the Terfsans, 
and the Egyptians. The Rage this Prince testified 
againft: the dead Carcafs of Amafis 9 fhews to what 
a Degree he hated his Perfon: Whatever was the 
Caufe of chat Averfion, it fecms to have been one 
of the chief Motives that induced Cambyfes to car- 
ry his Arms into Egypt. 

The next Year, which was the flxth of his Reign, 
he refolved to make War with three different 
Countries; againft the Carthagenians, Ammonians % 
and the Ethiopians. But the firft of thefe Dcfigns 
he was obliged to lay a fide, becaufe the Phcnicians 
without v/hofc Afliftance he could not carry on that 
War, rel ufcd to fuccour him againft the Carthagi- 
nians, who were defcended from them; Carthage 
being originally a lyrian Colony. 

But, however, being determined to invade the 
other twi> Nations, he fenc Ambalfadors to Ethio- 
pia \ Who under that Character were to aft as Spic9 
for him. to learn the State and Strength of the 
Country j. and give him Intelligence of both. Ac- 
cordingly, they carried Prefents along with 'em, 
fuch as the Perftan s u fed ro make, as Purple, golden 
Bracelets,-, compounded Perfumes, and Wine. Thefe 
Prefentc* amongft which there was nothing ufeful a 
or fcrvioeable, except the Wine, were defpifed by 
the Ethiopians-, neither did they make much more 
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Account of his Embaffadors ; whom they took for 
what they really were, Spies, and Enemies in Dif- 
"guife. However, the Ethiopian Monarch was wil- 
ling, after his Way, to make a Prefent in Return, 
to the King of Perfia j and taking a Bow in his 
Hands, which the Perjians were fo far from being 
able to draw, that they could hardly bear its 
Weight, he drew it in Prefence of the Ambafla- 
dors, and told them : " This is che Prefent, and 
■* the Counfel, the King of Ethiopia gives the 
" King of Per/fa. When the Perjiafis are able to 
ufe a Bow, of this Bignefs and Strength, with 
as much Eafe as I have now bent it, then let 
them come to attack the Ethiopians, and bring 
more Troops with them than Cambyfes is Maf- 
ter of: In the mean Time, let them thank the 
Gods for not having put it into the Hearts of 
the Ethiopians, to extend their Dominions be- 
yond their own Country. 

This Anfwer great] y enraged Cambyfes ; he com- 
manded his Army to begin their March imme- 
diate!)-, without considering, that he neither had 
Provisions, nor any Thing necetfary for fuch an Ex- 
pedition : but he left the Grecians behind him, in 
his new-conquered Country, to keep ic in Subjec- 
tion, during hisAbfcncc. 

As foon as he arrived azTbcbes, in upper Egypt, 
he detached Fifty Thoufar.d of his Men againirthe 
Ammojiians, ordering them to ravage the Country, 
and to deftroy the Temple of Jupiter .Amnion 
there, which was very famous. But, after they 
had made feveral Days March in the Defart, a 
violent Wind blowing from the South, brought 
fuch a vaft Quantity of band upon the Army, that 
the Men were all overwhelmed, and buried under 
it. 
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In the mean Time, Cambyfes marched forwards, 
like a Man diftra£ted, towards the Ethiopians ; not- 
withstanding his being deftitute of allSorts ofPro- 
vifior ; which quickly caufed a terrible famine in 



his Army. He had itill Time, fays Herodotus, to 
have remedied this Evil : But Cambyfes would have 
thought it a Difhonour to have defifted from his 
Undertaking, and therefore he proceeded on his 
Expedition. At rirlr his Army was obliged to live 
upon Herbs, Roots, and Leaves of Tiees : But, 
coming afterwards into a Country entirely barren, 
they were reduced to the Ncceility of eating their 
Be:; Its of Burden. At laft they were brought to 
f ch a cruel Extremity, as to be oblig'd to eat one 
another; every tenth Man, upon whom the Lot 
loll, being doom'd to ferve as Meat for his Com- 
panions; a Meat, fays Seneca, more crui:I and ter- 
rible than Famir.e itielf : Decimum quemque fortiti, 
aUmcntum habucruntfamcfavius. N'ocwit hflanding 
all this, the King Hill pcrfifted in his Dcfign, or 
rather in his MaJnefs ; nor did the miferabFe De- 
flation of his Army make him fenfiblc of his Er- 
ror. But at length, beginning to be afraid for his 
own Perlon, he ordered them to return. During 
all this dreadful Famine among the Troops (who 
would believe it? ) there was no Abatement of De- 
licacies at the King's Table, and there were Ca- 
mels Rill referred to carry his Kitchen- furniture, 
and the luflrumenrs of his Luxury: Sa vabantur 
ith ititaim yautefa ones, & injhumenta epularum 
ca.n^s vdn hantur, cum fortircntur mUittsejus quis 
m^sh* paired) quis pejus vivcret. 

The Remainder of his Army, of which the 
greau il Part was loft in this Expedition, he brought 
back to Tkbcs\ where he fucceeded much better in 



the War againft the Gods, whom he/ found more 
eafy to be conquered than Men. Thebes was full 
of Temples, that were incredibly rich, and mag- 
nificent. All thefc Cambyfes pillaged, and then 

fet them on Fire. The Riches of thefe Temples 
mult have been vaftly great, 'fince the very Re- 
mains, faved from the Flames, amounted to ati 
immenfe Sum ; Three Hundred Talents of Gold, 
and Two Thoufand Three Hundred Talents of Sil- 
ver. He likewife carried away, at this Time, the 
famous Circle of Gold, that encompaffed the Tomb 
of King Ozymandias, being Three Hundred and 
Sixty-five Cubits in Circumferer.ee ; and in which 

were reprefented all che Motions of che leveral 
Con ft ell at ions. 

■ 

FzomThebes, he went back to Memphis, where 
he difmifTed all the Greeks^ and fent them to their 
refpedtive Homes : But on his Return into the Ci- 
ty, rinding it ail full of Rejoicings, he fell i,.to a 
great Rage, fuppofir_ 

ill Succeis of his Expedition. He therefore u-ii.it. U 
the Magiftrates before him, to know the Meaning 
of thole publick Rejoicings ; and upon their telling 
him, chat it was becaufe they had found their God 
jipis % he would not believe them, but caufed them 
to be put to Death, as Impoftors that infulted him 
and his Misfortunes. Then he fent for the Priefts, 
who made him the fame Anfwer : Upon which he 
replied, that fince their God was fo kind and fami- 
liar, as to appear among them, he would be ac- 
quainted with him; and therefore commanded him 
forthwith to be brought to him. But, when in- 
ftead of a God he faw a Calf, or young Bull, he 
was ftrangely aftonifhed j and falling again into a 
Rage, he drew out his Dagger, and ran it into the 
Thigh of the Beaft j then uppraiding the Priefts 
for their Stupidity, in worlhipjping a Brute for a 
God, he ordered them to be feverely whipt, and 
all the Egyptians in Memphis, thatlhould be found 
celebrating the Feaft of ufpis, to be flain. The 
God was carried back to the Temple, where he 
languished of his Wound for fome Time, and then 
died. 

The Egyptians fay, that after this Faft, which 
they reckon to have been the higheft Inftance of 
Impiety, chat ever was committed amomg them, 
Cambyjes ran mad j but his Actions fhewedhim to 
have been fo long before, of which he continued to 
give divers Inftances ; among che Reft are thefe fol- 
lowing : 

He had a Brother, the only Son of Cyrus, be- 
sides himfelf, and born of the fame Mother : His 
Name, according to Xenopbon, was Tanaoxares ; 
but Herodotus calls him Smerdis, anijuftin, Mer- 
gis. He accompanied Cambyfes in his Egyptian 
Expedition. But being the only Perfon amonefl: 
all the Per/tans, that could draw the Bow, whjch 
the Amballadors of Cambyfes brought from che 
King of Ethiopia, Cambyfes conceived fuch a Jea- 
loufy againft him, chat he could not, longer bear 
him in the Army, but fent him back into Perfia. 
And not long after, dreaming, One came and 
told him, Smerdis fat upon the Throne, he fent 
Prexajpcs, one of his chief Confidents, after him in- 
to Perfia, with Orders to put him to Death, which 
he accordingly executed. 

This Murder was theCaufeof another ftill more 



criminal : Cambyfes had with him, in the Camp, his 
youngeft Sifter, whofcNamc was Meroe; and Hero- 
dotus acquaints us after what ftrange a Manner this 
Sifter became his Wife. As this Princefs was ex- 
ceedingly 
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cecdingly beautiful, Cambyfes abfolutely refolved 
to marry her : To this End, he fummoned together 
all the Judges of the Perfian Nation, ( to whom the 
Interpretation of their Laws did belong ) to enquire 
of them, whether there was any Law, that would 
allow a Brother to marry his Sifter? The Judges, 
being unwilling, on one Ha nd, directly to autho- 
rize luch an inceifcuous marriage; and on the other 
Hand fearing the King's violent Temper, fhould 
they contradict him, endeavoured to find out an 
Evafion, and gave him thiis fuble Anfwer : That 
they had no Law, indeed, which permitted a Bro- 
ther to marry his Sifter ; but tfcey had a Law which 
allowed the King of Petjin to do what he pleafed. 
This ferving his Purpofe, as well as a dire£r. Ap- 
probation of the Thing, he folemnly married her; 
and hereby gave the hrft Example of that Inceft, 
which was afterwards praftifed by moft of his Suc- 
ceflbrs; and which by fome of them carried fo far, 
as to marry their own Daughters, how repugnant 
foever it be to Modefty and good Order, This 
Lady he carried with rrim in all his Expeditions, 
and her Name being Mvroe, he from her gave that 
Name to an iiland in the Nile, between Egypt and 
'Ethiopia, on the conquering of it ; for, fo far he 
advanced in his wild March againll the Ethiopians. 
"What gave Occafion of murdering this Princefs, was 
as follows : One Day iQambyfes was diverting him- 
felf, in feeing a Combat, between a, young Lion, 
and a young Dog; the Lion getting the Better* an- 
other Dog, of the fame Litter with that which was 
engaged, came to hif; Afliftance, and help'd him to 
matter the Lion. This Adventure mightily de- 
lighted Cambyfes, but drew Tears from Mtroe^ 
who being obliged to tell her Husband the Reafon 
of her Weeping, Confefled, that this Combat made 
her call to Mind the Fate of her Brother Smerdis, 
who had not had the fame good Fortune as that 
little Dog. There needed no more than this* to 
excite the Rage of this brutal Prince; who imme- 
diately gave her, notwithstanding her being with 
Child, luch a Kick with his Foot on the jBelly, 
that fhe died of it. So vile a Marriage deferved 
no better End. 

He caufed alfo feveral of the principal of his 
Followers to be buried alive; and daily facrificed 
fome or other of them to his wild Fury. One Day 
he would oblige Prcxafpcs, one of his principal 
Officers, and Favourites, to declare to him what 
his Perfian Subjects thought and faid of him. 
" They admire, Sir, ( fays Prexafpes ) a great 
• c many excellent Qualities they fee in you; but 
,c they are fomewhat mortified at your immoderate 
w Love of Wine." £l underftand you, ( fays the 
King) that is, thef pretend that Wine deprives 
me of my Reafon. You Oiall be Judge of that 
« immediately. " Upon which he began to drink 
cxccifively, pouring it down in laraer Quantities, 
than ever he had done at any Time oefore. Then 
ordering the Son of Prexaffcs, who was his chief 
Cup-Bearer, to ftand upright at the End of the 
Room, with his left Hand upon his Head, took his 
Bow, andlevei'd it at him; and declaring that he 
aim'd at his Heart, let fly, and actually jhot him 
into the Heart then he ordered his Side to be 
opened, and fhewing the Father the Heart of his 
Son, which the Arrow had pierced, asked him, in 
ap infulting and (coding Manner, if he had not a 
tteady Hand? The wretched Father, who ought 
not to have had either Voice or Life remaining, 

after a Stroke like this, was fo mean- fpiri ted as Co 
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reply: " Apollo him/elf could not have foot bcttct ; 
Seneca, who copied this Story from Herodot iis y ai • 
ter having fhewn his Dcteftation of the barbarous 
Cruelty of the Prince, condemns ftili more the co- 
wardly and monftrous Flattery of the Father : Set- 
leratitis telum illud laudatum cjl y quam mtffua*. 

When Crafus took upon him to advife Cambyfs* 
againft thefe Proceedings, and laid before him the 
ill Confequences they would produce, he ordered 
him to be put to Death. And, when thole who 
received his Orders, knowing he would repeuc oi it 
the next Day, deferred the Execution, he cauled 
them all to be put to Death, becaufe they had not 
obeyed his Command j tho' at the fame Time he 
expnfled great Joy that Creeftts was alive. 

ft was about this 1 ime, that Oretcs, one of the 
Satrapa to Cambyfes, and who had the Governme nt 
of Sardis, brought about the Death of Poly a <'tes s 
Tyrant of $amos y after a very ltrange and exi a or- 
dinary banner. The Story of t ! us 'toly crate* s 
of fo lingular a Nature, that the Reader v* ill i.ot 
be difpleafed, if we give him an Account oi i.. 
* This Poly crates was a Prince, w no Chr^ugM the 
whole Courfe of his Life had been perfediv pi >f- 
peious and fuccefsful in all his Affairs, and i,ad 
never met with the leafr Difappointment, or un- 
fortunate Accident, to dilturb his Felicity. A t t.a- 
jis, King of Egypt, his Friend and Ally, thought 
himfelf obliged to fend him a Letter nf 4 *d .vo...rion 
upon, that Subject. In this Letter he dechmd to 
him, that he had terrible Apprehcnficns concern- 



ing his Condition; that fuch a lor»g and ccnltai.t 
Courfe of Profpcxhy was ro be fef- n 1 - r hat 
fome malignant, env»cus Go..?, \vl»o lo-j. - '- r J.i 



cer- 



Upon him ; that, in Order to prevent frch *i i. 
Stroke, he advifed him to procure fome VJisfort 



the Fortune of Men with a jealous Eye, wo' 
tainly, fooner or later, bring Ruin and Deltaic ■«. on 

f.ical 

procure lome .vjisiortunc 
to himfelf, by a voluntary Lois, whrch he was per- 
fuaded would prove a fenfible Mortification to 
him. 

The Tyrant followed this Advice. Having an 
Emerald Ring, which he mightily errecmcd parti- 
cularly for its curious YVorkmanihip, as he was 
walking upon the Deck of one of his Ualleys, with 
his Courtiers, he threw it into the Sea without any 
one's perceiving what he had done. Not many 
Days after, fome Fifhermen, having caught a Fifh. 
of an extraordinary Bignefs, made a Prclent of it 
to Polycrates; and when the Fifh came to be open- 
ed, the King's Ring was found in its Belly ; where- 
upon his Surprize was very great, and his Joy lhll 
greater. 

When Ainafis heard what had happened, he was 
very differently affected with it. He writ another 
Letter te Polycrateu telling him, that, to avoid the 
Mortification of jfceing his Friend and Ally fall in- 
to fome Grievous Calamity, he from that Time re- 
nounced iiis Friend (hip and Alliance. A ft range, 
whimfical Notion this J as if Friend fhip was merely 
a Name, or a Title, deltitute of all Subitancc and 
Reality. 

Be dhat as it will ; what the Egypt t am Monarch 
apprehended, really came to pafs : Some Years af- 
ter, about the Time Cambyjcs fell fick, Oretcs, 
who, as wcobferved before, was his Governor i\t 
Sardis, not being able to bear the Reproach, which 
another Satrapa nud made him, in a private Quar- 
rel, of his not having yet conqucr'd trie We of Sa- 
mos, which lav fo near nis Government, and would 
be fo commodious for his Mafter ; lie, upon this, 

refolved. 
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*afolved at any Rate to dcftrby *Polycratts y that he his Acceflion, and to require all the Subjects there* 

tnighc gee PoiieiTion of the Ifland. The Way he of to pay him their Obedience, 
took to compafs his Point was this : He feigned an Cambyfes caufed the Herald, that came with 

Inclination, upon fome pretended Difcontent, to thefe Orders inco Syria, to be arretted ; and having 

revolt from Cambyfes, but mult firlt take Care, ftri&l y examined him in the Prefence of Prexafpes, 

how to fecure his Treafure and Effects ; for which found that the true Smerdis was certainly dead; 

End he declared, he was determined to depofic and he 5 who had ufurp'd the Throne, was no other 

them into the Hands of Polycrates, and at the fame than Smerdis, One ot the Magi, Upon this, he 

Time make him a Prefene of one Half of it, which greatly lamented that, beins; deceived by a Dream, 

would enable him to conquer Ionia, and the adja- and the Identity of the Names, he had been in* 

cent Iflands, a Thing he had long had in View. duced codeftroy his own Brother; and immediate- 

Oretes knew the Tyrant loved Money, and paf- ly gave Orders for his Army to march, and cutoff 

fionately coveted to enlarge his Dominions : He the Ufurper. But, as he was mounting his Horfe 

therefore laid this double Baic before him* by for this Expedition, his Sword flipt out of its 

which he equally. tempted his Avarice and Ambi- Scabbard, and gave him a Wound in the Thigh, 

tion. Polycrates, that he might not rafhly engage of which he died fhortly after. And the Eg\p?$ans 

in an AfFair of that Importance> thought it proper remarking* that it was in the fame .Pin: rir» 

to inform himfelf more furcly of the Truth of the Body,where he had before wounded their God . 'tpis, 

Matter, and to that End fent a Meflenger of his reckon 'd it as a.Judgment upon him for that iacri- 

own to Sardis. When he came there, they fhew'd legious Impiety. 

him a vaft Number of Bags full of Gold, as he While he was in Egypt,, having confulted the 
thought, but in Truth filled with Stones, and Oracle of Butus, which was famous in that Country, 
having only the Mouths of them covered over with he was told, that he fhould die at Ecbatane; which 
Gold. As foon as he was returned home, Poly era- understanding of Ecbatane in Media, he refolved 
tes, impatient to go and feize his Prey, fet our. for to preferve his Life by never going thither; but 
Sardis, contrary to the Advice of all his Friends; what he thought to avoid in Media, he found in 
and took along with him Dcmocedcs, a celebrated Syria: For the Town where he lay iick of this 
Phvfician of Crctona. Immediately on his Arrival Wound, was of the fame Name, being alfo called 
Or'etcs had him arretted, as an Enemy to the State; Ecbatane. Of which when he was informed, taking 
and as fuch caufed him to be hang'd : In fuch an it for certain that he muft die there, he aflembled 
ignominious and fhameful Manner did he end a all the Chiefs of the Perjians together, and repre- 
Liie, which 'till then had been but one continued fencing to them the true State of the Cafe, that ic 
Series of Profpericy and good Fortune. was Smerdis, One of the Magi y who had ufurped 
To return to Cambyfes ; in the Beginning of the the Throne, earneftly exhorted them not to iub- 
eighth Year of his Reign, he left Egypt, in Order mit to that Impoftor, and thereby permit the So- 
to return into Perjsa : When he came into Syria, veraignty to pafs from the Perjians again to the 
he found an Herald there, fent from Sufa to the Medes, of which Nation that Ufiirper was; but to 
Army, to let them know, that Smerdis, the Son take Care to fet up a King over them of their own 
of Cyrus, was proclaimed King, and to command People* The Perjians, however, thinking all this 
them all to obey him. What had brought about was faid by him out of Hatred to his Brother, had 
this Event, was as follows : Cambyfes, at his De- no Regard to it; but upon his Death quietly fub- 
parture from Sufa, on his Egyptian Expedition, mitted to him, whom they found on the Throne* 
had left the Administration of Affairs, during his fuppofine him to be the true Smerdis. 
Abfence, in the Hands of Patifithes, one > t the This Tyrant reigned feven Years and five 
Chiefs of the Magi. This Pattjithcs had a Bro- Months; and in Scripture is called Ahafverus. 
ther, extremely like Smerdis, the Son of Cyrus, When he firlt came to the Crown, the Enemies 
and who perhaps, for that Reafon, was called by of the Jews made their Addrefles directly to him, 
the fame Name. As foon as Patijithcs was fully defiring him to hinder the Building of their Tern- 
a flu red of the Death of that Prince, which wascon- pie; and their Applcation was not in vain. In- 
cealed from the Publick, knowing at the fame deed he did not openly revoke the Edict of his 
Time, that Cambyfes indulged his Extravagance to Father Cyrus, perhaps out of fome Remains of 
fuch a Degree, that he was grown infuppor table, Refpeft for his Memory ; but he in a great Mea- 
he placed his own Brother upon the Throne; and fure fruftrated the Defign of it, by the many 
giving out, that he was the true Smerdis, the Son Difcouragcments he laid the Jews under; 10 
of Cyrus 9 immediately difpatched Heralds in- that the Work went on but very flowly, during 
to all the Parts of the Empire, to give Notice of his Reign. 

I 

The History of SMERDIS. 

■ 

SMERDIS, the Brother of Patifithes, is ditious, and rebellious People the Jews were. By 

called in Scripture Artaxerxes. As foon as Virtue of this Letter they obtained an Order from 

he was fettled on the Throne, by the Death the King, prohibiting the Jews from proceeding 

of Cambyfes, the Inhabitants of Samaria wrote a any farther in the Rebuilding of their City, and 

Letter to him* fctcing forth what a turbulent, fe- Temple. So that the Work was fufpended 'till 

thtf 
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the fecond Year of Darius, which was about the 
Space of two Years. 

The falfe Smerdis, on his afc ending theThrone, 
being fenfible how important ic was for him, that 
theimpofture fhould not be difcover'd, afFe&ed, ac- 
cording to the Cuftom of the Eajlern Monarchs, in 
chofe Times, never to appear in publick; but to 
live retir'd in his Palace, and there tranfaft all his 
Affair 8 by the Intercourfe of his Eunuchs; with- 
out admitting into his Prefence any but his moft 
intimate Confidents. 

And, the better to fecure himfelf in the poffef- 
fion of the Throne he had ufurp'd, he ftudy'd, 
from his firtt Acceflion, to gain the Affeftions of 
his Subjects* by granting them an Exemption from 
Taxes, and all military Service, for three Years : 
In EfFc6t, he did fo many Things for their Bene- 
fit, that his Death was much lamented, by the 
Generality of the Perfians, on the Revolution that 
happen'd foon afterwards. 

But the very Precautions, he had Recourfe to, to 
prevent being difcover'd, either by the Nobility, 
or the People, did but make it the more fufpect- 
ed, that he was not the true Smerdis. He had 
marry'd all his Predeceflbrs Wives j and, among 
the reft, At off a, a Daughter of Cyrus -> and Phc- 
dyma, a Daughter of Otanes, a noble Perfian, of 
the firft Quality. This Nobleman fent a trufty 
Meffenger to his Daughter, to enquire of her, 
whether the King was really Smerdis, the Son of 
Cyrus, or fome other Man. She anfwer'd, that, 
having never feen Smerdis, the Son of Gyrus, (he 
could not tell. He then, by a fecond Meflage, 
defiYd her to enquire of Atoffa (who could not 
but know her own Brother) whether this were he, 
or not. Whereupon fhe inform'd him, that the 
prefent King kept all his Wives apart, fo that 
they never could converfe with each other ; and 
that, therefore, Ihe could not come at Atoffa, to 
ask this Queftion of her. Upon this, he fent her 
a third Meflage, whereby he directed her, that 
when he fhould next lie with her, Ihe fhould take 
the Opportunity, when he was faft afleep, to feel 
whether he had any Ears. For, Cyrus % having 
caus'd the Ears of Smerdis, the Brother of Pati- 
fithes, to be cut off for fome Crime, he told her, 
that if the Pcrfon flie lay with had Ears, fhe 
might fatisfy herfelf, that he was Smerdis, the Son 
of Cyrus : But, if it was otherwife, he was an Im- 
poftor ; and therefore, unworthy of poflefling, ei- 
ther the Crown, or her. Phedyma, having receiv'd 
thefe Inftru&ions, took the next Opportunity of 
making the Trial flie was directed to } and find- 
ing that thePerfon (he lay with had no Ears, fent 
Word to her Father of it, whereby the whole 
Fraud was difcover'd. 



the People (who were to be aflembled for that 
Purpofe) that theKing upon theThrone was really 
Smerdis, the Son of Cyrus. But, when the People 
were alfembied, which was on the very fame Day, 
Prexafpes fpoke from the Top of a Tower, and, 
to the great Aftonilhment of all prefent, declar'd 
all that had pafs'd ; that, with his own Hand, he 
had kill'd Smerdis, the Son of Cyrus, by the Or- 
der of Cambyjes j that the Perfon, who now pof- 
fefe'd the Throne, was Smerdis, the Brother of Pa- 
tifithes-, and that he begg'd Pardon of the Gods, 
and Men, for the Crime he had committed, by 
Compulfion, and againft his Will : Having faid 
this, he threw himfelf headlong from the Top of 
the Tower, and broke his Neck. It is eafy to 
imagine, what Confufion the News of this Acci- 
dent occafion'd in the Palace. 

In the mean While, the Confpirators, without 
being, in the leaft, appriz'd of what had hap- 
pen'd, were going to the Palace, at this very Junc- 
ture, and were fuffer'd to enter unfufpe£ted. For, 
the Out» Guard, knowing them to be Perfons ot 
the firft Rank at Court, did not fo much as ask 
them any Queftions. But, coming near the King's 
Apartment, and finding the Officers there unwil- 
ling to give them Admittance, they drew their 
Scymitars, fell upon the Guards, and fbre'd their 
PafTage. Hereupon, the falfe Smerdis, and his 
Brother, who were deliberating together upon the 
Action of Prexafpes, hearing a ludden Uproar, 
fnatch'd up their Arms, made the belt Defence 
they could, and wounded fome of the Confpira- 
tors. 



Hereupon, Otants immediately enter'd into 
Conf piracy, with five more of the chief Perfian No- 
bility; and Darius, an illuftrious Perfian Noble- 
man, whofe Father JHyflafpes was Governor of Per- 
ft a, coming very feafon ably, as they were form- 
ing the Plan, was admitted into the AfTociation, 
and vigoroufly promoted the Execution. The Af- 
fair was conducted with great Secrefy, and that 
very Day fix'd for it, left it mould be difcovcr'd. 
While they were concerting their Meafures, an 



One of the two Brothers being quickly kill'd, 
the other fled into a diftant Room to fave him- 
felf, but was purfu'd thither by Gobryas, and Da- 
rius. There Gobryas feifc'd him, and held him 
faft in his Arms ; but, as it was quite dark in that 
Place, Darius was afraid to difpatch him, left, at 
the fame Time, he mould kill his Friend. Here- 
upon, Gobryas, judging what it was reftrain'd him, 
oblig'd him to run his Sword through the Impof- 
tor's Body, though he fhould happen to pin them 
both together. But Darius dia it with fo much 
Dexterity, and good Fortune, that he kill'd the 
falfe Smerdis, without hurting his Affociate in the 

Attempt* 

At the fame Inftant, they went out of the Pa- 
lace, with their Hands all ftain'd with Blood, ex- 
pos'd the Heads of the Impoftor, and his Brother 
Patifithes, to the Eyes of the People, and declar'cl 
the whole Impofturc. Upon this, the People 
^ m * m ' Magi, that they fell 

upon their whole Seel, and flew as many of them 
as they could meet with. For which Reafon, the 
Day, on which this was done, thenceforward, be- 
came an annual Feftival among the Perfians, by 
whom it was celebrated with great Rejoicings. It 
was call'd Magophonia 9 or the Slaughter of the 
Magi-, nor durft any of that Sett appear in pub- 
lick upon that Feftival. 

When the Tumult, and Diforder, infeparable 
from fuch an Event, were appeas'd $ the Lords, 
who had flain theUfurper, enter'd into a Conful ra- 
tion among thertifelvcs, what Sort of Government 
was moft proper for them to eftablifti. Hereupon, 
Otanes, who fpoke firft, voted directly againft 



extraordinary Occurrence, of which they had not Otanes, who fpoke firft, voted directly againft 
the leaft Imagination, ftrangcly perplex'd the two Monarchy ftrongly representing, and cxsiggera- 
MagU In Order to remove all Sulpicion, they ting the Dangers, and Inconvemencies, to which 



Magi, In Order to remove all Sulpicion, they 
had proposed to Prexafpet, and obtain'd a Promife 

from him, chat he fhould publickly declare before 
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that Form of Government is liable; chiefly flow- 
ing* according to him, from that abfolute, and 
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unlimited Power annex'd thereto; whereby the 
moft virtuous Man muft, almoft unavoidably, be 
corrupted ; wherefore, he concluded, by declaring 
for a popular Government. Megabyfus, who next 
deliver'd his Opinion, admitting all that the other 
had faid againft a monarchical Government, con- 
futed his Reafons for a Democracy. He repre* 
fented the People as a violent, fierce, and ungo- 
vernable Creature, that acts only by Caprice and 
Paffion. ** A King, faid he, knows what he does; 
" but the People neither know, nor hear any 
<c Thing 5 but blindly refign themfelves up to 
" thofe that have captivated their Underftand- 
c * ing." He, therefore, declared for an Arifto- 
cracy, wherein the fupream Power is committed 
to a few wife, and experienc-d Perfons. 

\\ hat were the Sentiments of the Reft, we are 
not informed ; but Darius, who fpoke laft, lhew'd 
the Inconveniencies of an Ariftocracy, otherwife 
call'd Oligarchy, wherein Diftruit, Envy, Diffen- 
fions, and Ambition, all natural Springs of Fac- 
tion, Sedition, and Murder reign ; and for which 

fub- 
call'd 

Monarchy, and which, of all Forms of Govern- 
ment, is the moft commendable, the fafeft, and 
the moft advantagious, inexpreflibly great being 
the Good that can be done by a Prince, whofe 
Power is equal to his good Inclinations. €t In 
** fhorc ( faid he) to determine this Point, by a 
ct Fad, wr.ich, to me, feems decifive, and unde- 
< c niable, to what Form of Government is owing 
,c the prefent Greatnefs of the Per/tan Empire ? 
<r Is it not to this, which I am now recommend- 
r * m° ? " Hereupon, the Opinion of Darius was 
embrae'd by the Reft of the Lords; and they re- 
folv'd, that the Monarchy fh uld be continu'd on 
the fame Foot whereon it had been fettled by the 
great Founder, Cyrus. 

° 1 he Queftion was next, to know, which of 
them lhould be King, and how they fhould pro- 
ceed to the Election. This they thought fit to 
refer to the Gods. Accordinglyt they agreed to 
meet, the next Morning by Sun- Riling, on Horfe- 



there is ufually no other Remedy, than by 
mitting to one Man's Authority ; which is c 



Back, at a certain Place in the Suburbs of the 
City ; and he, whofe Horfe firlt neigh'd, ftiould 
be King. For, the Su?i being the chief Deity 0 f 
the Persians, they imagin'd, that, caking this 
Courfe, would be giving him the Honour of the 
Eleftion. 

The Groom of Darius 9 happening to hear of 
the Agreement, made LTfe ot the following Ar- 
tifice to fecure the Crown to his Matter. He car- 
ry'd, the Night before, a Mare to the Place ap- 
pointed for their Meeting the next Day, and 
brought to her his Mafter's Horfe. Accordingly, 
upon the feven Princes going next Morning to the 
Rendezvous, no fboner was the Horfe of Darius 
come to the Place where he had fmelt the Mare, 
but he began to neigh ; whereupon, Darius was 
faluted King by the Others, and plac'd on the 
Throne. He was the Son of Hyjiafpes, a Perfian 
by Birth, and of the Royal Family of Achameues, 
the Grand- Father of Cyrus. 

Upon the Perfian Empire's being thus reftor'd, 
and fettled, by theWifdom, and Valour of thefe 
feven Lords, they were rais'd, by the new King, 
to the higheft Dignities, and honour'd with moft 
ample Privileges. They had Acccfs to .his Per- 
fon, whenever they would, and, in all publick Af-' 
fairs, were the firft to deliver their Opinions 5 
and whereas, all the other Per fans wore their 27- 
ara, or Turban, with the Top bent backwards, 
except the King, who wore his ere 61 * thefe Lords 
had the Privilege of wearing theirs with the Top 
bent forwards; becaufe, that when they attack'd 
the Magi, they had bent theirs in chat Mariner, 
the better to know one another in the Hurry, and 
Confufion. From that Time forwards, the Perfian 
Kings of this Family always had feven Counsel- 
ors, honoured with the fame Privilege, who are 
caird in Scripture, the feven Princes, who faw the 
King's Face ; Either i. 14. 

The Remainder of the Hiftory of the Per/Ian 
Empire being interwoven with the Tranfactions 
of other Nations, of whom we (hall fpeak, in the 
Courfe of this Work ; we (hall defer it till here- 
after, when it will come in more properly. 





Tloe Manners of the ASSYRIAN S. 



BUT firft, we (hall give a joint Account of 
the Manners, ai.dCuttoms of all the feveral 
Nations, whereof we have been treating, 
fmce the Egyptians-, becaufe they agree in feveral 
Voinu; and, if we were to treat of them feparatc- 
ly, \\fi fliould have frequent Repetitions; and 
becaufe, excepting the Pcrfians, we have hardly 
anv Account of the Manners of the other Nations; 
wJ ihall, therefore, reduce, what we have to fay 
upon thefe Heads, to thefe four Articles : 

I. Their Government. 
II. Their Art of War. 

III. Their Arts, and Sciences : And, 

IV. Their Religion, 



This done, we fhall exam in the Caufes of the 
Declenfion, and Ruin of the great Empire founded 
by Cyrus. 

To begin with the firft; after a fhorc Account of 
the Nature of the Government in Perjsa % and the 
Manner of educating the Children of their Kings, 
we fhall, next, proceed to confider thefe few Par- 
ticulars relating thereunto : Their publick Coun- 
cil, wherein their State- Affairs were cxamin'd; 
their Adminiftration of Jufticc; their Care of the 
Provinces ; and the good Order obferv'd in their 
Revenues, 

Ajonarchical, or Regal Government, as we call 
it, is, of all others, the moft ancient, the molt 

uni- 
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The Manners - 

univerfal, the mod proper to keep the People in 
Peace, and Union ; and the leaft expos'd Co the Re- 
volutions, and Viciflitudes, incident to other States. 
For thefe Reafons, the wifeft Wricecs among che 
Ancients, as Herodotus, Plato, Jrifiotle, and Plu- 
tarch, have thought fit to prefer this Governmenc 
to all others. * i is likewife the only Form, that 
was ever eftablifh'd among the EajUrn Nations? 
a Republican Government heing utterly unknown 
in that Part of the World, even to this Day un- 
lefs it be in the Dutch Plantations. 

Amongft thefe Nations, then, extraordinary Ho- 
nours were paid to the Prince on the Throne j be- 
caufe, in his Perfon, they refpecled the Charafter 
of the Deity, whofe Image, and Vice-gerent he 
was ; being plac'd on the Throne, by the Hands 
of the Supreme Governor of the World, and in- 
verted with hisAu:hority, and Power, in order to 
be the Minilter of his Providence, and the Dif- 
peni'er of his Goodnefs towards the People. In 
this Manner did the Pagans themfelves, in old 
Times, both think, and fpeak ; as we may find, 
by Pliny* who, in his Panegyrick on Trajan, fays, 
Prim ipem dat Dots, qui erga hominum genus vice 

fud J ting at ur. u 
Thele bentiments are very laudable, and juft : 

For, certainly, the moft profound Refpe£t, and 
Reverence are due to the Supreme Power; becaufe 
it cometh from God, and is entirely appointed for 
the Good of the Publick : Befides, 'tis evident, 
that an Authority not refpected, according to the 
full Extent of its Commillion, muft thereby, ei- 
ther become ufelcfs \ or, at leaft., very much li- 
mited, in the good EHe£ts, which ought to flow 
from it. But, in the Times of Paganifm, thefe 
Honours, and this Homage, though juft, and rea- 
fonable in tbemfclves, were often carry'd too far; 
the ChtiJUan Religion being the only one, that has 
known how to keep within Bounds in that Parti- 
cular. <s We honour the Emperor (faid Tertul- 
46 lian) in the Name of all the Cbrijiians but in 
" fuch a Manner, as is lawful for us, and proper 
" for him : " That is, as a Man, who is next, 
to God, in Rank, and Authority, from whom 
he has receiv'd all that he is, a<,d whatever he 
has; and who knows no Superior but God alone. 
For this Reafon he calls, in another Place, the 
Homage paid the Emperor, the Religion of the 
fecond Majetty, inferior to nothing but the firft : 
Religio fecunda Majejlatis. 

Among the y/jfyrians, and more particularly, 
among the Perfians, the Prince us'd to be ftil'd, 
The great King ; and the King of Kings. Two 
Reaio'ns might induce thofe Princes to take this 
olientatious Title. The one, becaufe their Em- 
pire was fornVd by the Conqueft of feveral King- 
doms, all united under one Dominion: The other, 
becaufe they had feveral Monarchs their Vaffals, 
either in their Court, or under their De pen dance. 

The Crown was hereditary among them, de- 
fending from Father to Son, and generally to the 
eideft. When an Heir to the Crown was born, all 
the Empire teftify'd theirjoy, by Sacrifices, Feafts, 
and all Kinds of publick Rejoicings : And his 
Birth-Day was, thence-forward, an annual Fefti- 
val, and Day of Solemnity for all the Perfian 
Empire, 

But, no Part of their Government was fo much 
admir'd by Plato, as their Manner of educatin, 
their future Matter* accordingly, he recommende 
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it to the Greeks, as the moft peifecx Model for th e 
bringing up a Prime. 

To begin from his very Birth, he was never 
wholly committed to the Care of the Nurfe; who, 
generally, was a Woman of mean, and low Con- 
dition. But fome of the molt approved Merit, and 
Probity were chofen from amongft the Eunuchs* 
that is, the principal Officers of the Houfhold, to 
take Care of the young Prince's Perfon, and Health, 
till he was feven Years of /\ge, and to begin to 
form his Manners, and Behaviour. He was then 
taken from them, and put into the Hands of other 
Matters, who were to continue the Care of his E- 
ducation 5 to teach him to ride, aflbon as his 
Strength would permit, and to exercife him in 
Hunting, and other manly Diver fior.s. 
" When he arriv'd at the Age of fourteen, that 
is, when the Mind begins to come to its Matu- 
rity, four of the wifeft, and moft virtuous Men of 
the State, were appointed to be his Preceptors. The 
firft, fays Tlato, taught him Magick j that is, in 
their Language, the Worfhip of the 5ods, accor- 
ding to cheir ancient Maxims, and the Laws of 
Zotoaftrcs, the Son of Oromafdes : His Bufinefs 
was, likewife, to ground him in the Principles of 
Government. The fecond was to accuftom him 
to fpeak Truth, and to obferve, and adminifrer 
Juttice. The third was to teach him, not to be 
overcome by Pleafures j that hereafter he might 
be truly a King, and always free; Matter of him- 
felf, and his Defires. The fourth was to fortify 
his Courage againft Fear, particularly, that to 
which he was moft fuhjeft 5 and to infpire him 
with a noble, and prudent A (Jura nee, fo necefTary 
for thofe that are born to command. Each of 
thefe Governors excel I'd in his Way, and was emi- 
nent in that Part of Education, aflign'd to him. 
One was particularly diftinguinYd for his Know- 
ledge in Religion, and the Art of governing : 
Another for his Love of Truth, and Juttice : This 
for his Moderation, and Abftinence from Plea- 
fures : That for a fuperior Strength of Mind, and 
an uncommon Intrepidity, even in the greateft 
Dangers. 

We do not know, whether fuch a Divcrfity of 
Mafters, who, without Doub<, were of different 
Tempers $ and, perhaps, had different Interefts in 
View, was proper to anfwer the End propos'd : 
Or, whether it was poflible, that four Men ihould 
agree together in the fame Principles, and har- 
moniourfy purfue the fame End. Probably, the 
Reafon of having fo many was, that they appre- 
hended it impoflible 'to nnd any one Perfon pof- 
fefs'd of all the ' Qualities they judg'd necefTary 
for giving a right Education to the prefumptivc 
Heir of the Crown ; fo great an Idea had they, 
even in thofe Times of Corruption, of the Im- 
portance of the right breeding up a Prince. 

Notwithstanding all this Care, however, as 
Plato obferves, in the fame Place ? the Luxury, 
Pomp, and Magnificence, wherewith the young 
Prince was furrounded; the numerous Train of 
Attendants, that waited on him with a fervileSub- 
miffion; all the Appurtenances, and Equipage, 
belonging to a voluptuous, and effeminate Lifej 
where nothing feem'd to be minded but Pleafurc, 
and the inventing of new Delights \ Dangcrs.which 
the moft excellent Difpofition could hardly ever 
withftandj render M all their Labour, and Precau- 
tions vain, and ufclefs.Thc corrupt Manners of the 

Nation, therefore, quickly debauch'd the Prince; 

and 
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and drew him into the reigning Pleafures; againft 
which fcarce any Education is a fufficienc De- 
Fence. 

Wljac is here faid by Plato, can relate only 
to the Children of sirtaxcrxes, furnanVd Longima- 
?ms, the Son, and Succeflbr of Xerxes- y in whofe 
Time liv'd Alcibiades> who is introdue'd in the 
Dialogue, from whence this Obfervation is .taken. 
For, that Philofopher, in another Pa(fage, which 
we fhall cite hereafter, informs us, that neither 
XJyrus, nor Darius, ever thought of giving the 
Princes, their Sons, a good Education : And what 
we find in Hiftory, concerning At taxerxes Longi- 
manus, gives us Reafon to believe, that he was 
more careful than his PredecefTors in this Point of 



well-breeding up his Children ; but was not much 
imitated, in that Refpect, by his indolent Succef- 
fors ; as the Per/tans experiene'd too often to 
their Coir. 

We have already obferv'd, that the Regal Au- 
thority, among the Pcrfians, was abfolute $ but yet 
it w is, in fome Meafure, kept within Bounds, by 
the .fcurabliftimeht of a Council, appointed by the 
Sv.ce j a Council, which confifted of feven of the 
Piinces, or chief Lords, of the Nation, no lefs 
diftinguifh'd for theirWifdom, and Abilities, than 
for '-heir Extraction. We have already feen the 
Origin of this Eftablifhment, in the Confpiracy of 
the ft \ en Perjian Noblemen, who enter'd into an 
Alleviation againft Smcr-dis, the Impoftor, and 
JdliU hirru 

Accordingly, we are informed, in Scripture, that 
Ezra was lent into Judaa, in the Name, and by 
the Aurhority of King Artaxerxer, and his feven 
Councellors : F» om before the A ing 9 and bis /even 
counfclhrs. Ezra vii. 14. The fame Scripture, a 
long Time before this, in the Reign of Darius, 
other wife call'd ^fba/uerus, who lucceeded the 
falfe Smerdisj informs us, That thefe counfellors 
were well vers'd in the Laws, ancient Cuftoms, 
and Maxims of the State ; that they always at- 
tended the Prince,who never tranfacted anyThing, 
or determin'd any Affair of Importance without 
their Advice : Which laft Paffage gives Room to 
fome Reflections, that may greatly contribute to 
the Knowledge of the Genius, and Character of 
the Perfian Government. 

In the firft Place, Darius the King, who is 
there fpoken of, was one of the moft celebrated 
Princes that ever reign'd in Perjsa\ and one of the 
moft eminent, on Account of his Wifdom, and 
Prudence y though he had his Failings. ' Tis to 
him, as well as to Cyrus, that the greateft Part 
of thofe excellent Laws are afcrib'd, which, for 
Ages after, fubfifted in that Country, and which 
were the Foundation, and Standard of their Go- 
vernment. Now, this Prince, notwithftanding 
his extraordinaryPenetration and Ability, thought 
he ftood in Need of Counfel ; nor did he appre- 
hend, that the joining a Number of Alliftauts to 
himfelf, for the Determination of Affairs, would 



be any Dlfcrcdit to his own Underftanding : By 
which Proceeding, he really fliew'd a Superiority 
of Genius, which is very uncommon, and fuppofes 
a great Fund of Merit. For, a Prince of /lender 
Talents, and a narrow Capacity, is generally full 
of himfelf; and the lefs Underftanding he has, 
fo much is he the more obltinate, and untraceable. 
He thinks it a Want of Refpect, to offer to dif- 
cover any Thing to him, which he does not per- 
ceive i and is affronted, if you fcem to doubt, that 



he, who is fupreme in Power, is not the fame in 
Penetration, and Underftanding. But Darius, very 
juftly, had a different, and better Way of think- 
ing, and did nothing without the Advice of his 
Council. 

Again, Darius, however abfolute he was, and 
how jealous foever he might be of his Prerogative, 
did not think he derogated from either, when he 
inftituxed that Council j for, the Council did not 
at all interfere with the King's Authority of ru- 
ling, and commanding, which always refides in 
the Perfon of the Prince i but was confined entirely 
to that of Reafon, which confifted in communi- 
cating, and imparting their Knowledge, and Ex- 
perience to the King. He was perfwaded, that 
the nobleft Character of fovereign Power, when 
it is pure, and has neither degenerated from its 
Origin, nor deviated from its End, is for the King 
to govern by the Laws j to make them the Rule 
of his Will, and Defire ; and to think nothing al- 
lowable for him, of which they difapprove. 

In the third Place, this Council, which every- 
where accompany'd the King, was a perpetual 
ftanding Council, confifting of the greateft Men, 
and the beft Heads in the Kingdom ; who, under 
the Direction of the Sovereign, and always with 
a Dependency upon him, were the main opring, 
as we may fay, of publick Order, and the Foun- 
tain-Head of all the wife Regulations, and Tranf- 
actions at home and abroad. Upon this Council 
the King difcharg'd himfelf of ieveral weighty 
Cares, with which he muft, otherwife, have been 
over-burden'd j and by them he likewiJe executed 
whatever had been refolv'd on. Twas by the 
Means of this ftanding Council* that the great 
Maxims of the State were preferv'dj the Know- 
ledge of its true Intereft perpetuated ; Affairs cir- 
ry'd on with Harmony, and Order j and innova- 
tions, Errors, and Overfights, preventer. For, in 
a publick, and general Council, Things are dif- 
cufs'd by unfufipedted Perfonsj all the MiniUers 
are mutual Infpectors of one another j all their 
. Knowledge, and Experience in publick Matters 
are united? and they all become equally capable 
of every Part of the Adminiftration : Because, 
though, as to the executive Part, they move only 
in one particular Sphere of Bufinefs j yet they are 
obligecf to ftudy all the Branches thereof, that 
they may be able to deliver their Opinions in a 
fenhble, and rational Manner. 

The fourth, and laft Reflection, we have to 
make on this Head is, that we find it fet down in 
Scripture, that the Pcrfons of which this Council 
co united, were throughly acquainted with the 
Cuftoms, Laws, Maxims, and Rights of the Em- 
pire. 

Two Things, which, as the Scriptures inform 
us, were practiVd by the Per/tans, might very well 
contribute to inftruct the King, and his Council, 
in the Methods of governing with Wifdom and 
Prndence. The firft was, their having publick Re- 
gisters, wherein all the Prince's Edicts, and Ordi- 
nances, all the Privileges granted to the People, 
and all the Favours confcrr'd upon particular Per* 
fons, were enter'd, and recorded. The fecond was, 
the Annals of the Kingdom, in which all the In- 
vents of former Reigns, all Resolutions taken. Re- 
gulations eftablihVd, and Services done, by any 
particular Pcrfons, were exactly related. 1 hele 
Annals were carefully prefer v'd, and frequently 
pcrus'd, both by the Kings, and the Minifters, 

that 



The Manners 




the ASSYRIANS. 



i a c they might acquaint thcmfelveu with Times 
lVd ; might have a true and clear Idea of the 
Sue of the Kingdom; that they might avoid an 

bicrary, unequal, uncertain Conduct ; maintain 
fn Uniformity in the Management of Affairs ; 
' d in fhort, acquire fuch Li^ht from the Ferufai 
of theft? Books, as mould quality them to govern 

the State well- 
To be a Monarch, and to be Judge, is but one and 
-he fame Thing. The Throne is a Tribunal, and 
the Sovereign Power is the higheft Authority of 
adminiirring Juftice. Gov hath made you King 
mr his People ( faid the Queen of Sbeba to Solo- 
mon) to the End that you Jhall judge them, and render 
Eunice and Judgment unto them. God hath put 
every Thing under Subjection _ to Princes, to put 
them into a Condition of fearing none but him. 
His Defign, in making them independent, was to 
give them the more inviolable Attachment to Juf- 
tice. That chey might not excufe themfelves. on 
a Pretence of Inability, or Want of Authority, 
he has delegated his whole Power unto them ; he 
has made them Mailers of all the Means requifite 
for the Retraining and Suppiefling oi Injuftice and 
Opprcflion; that Iniquity fhould tremble in their 
Prefence, and never be capable of doing any Mil- 
chief. 

But what is that Juftice which God hath put in- 
to the Hands of Princes, and whereof he hath made 
them Dcpofitaries? Why, it is not lung clfe but 
Order i and Order confute in obferving an univer- 
fal Equity, that Force may not take the Place 
of Law; that one Man's Property be not expofed 
to the Violence of another ; that the common Ties 
of Society be not broken j that Artifice and Fraud 
may not prevail over Innocence and Simplicity ; 
that all Things may raft in Peace under the Pro- 
tection of the Laws; and the weakeft among the 
People may find their Sanftuary in the publick: 
Authority, and Protection. 

We learn from Jofepbus, that the Kings of Per- 
fia ufed to adminiftcr Juftice in their own Perfons. 
And it was to qualify them for the worthy Dis- 
charge of this Duty, that Care was taken to have 
them inftrucled, lrom their tendered Youth, in 
the Knowledge of the Laws of their Country \ and 
that in their publick Schools, as we have mention- 
ed in the Hiitory of Cyrus, they had Equity and 
Juftice inculcated to them, in the fame Manner as 
Ahetorick and Philofofhy arc taught in other Places. 
And certainly the one is much more requifite and 
neccflary for a Prince, than the other. 

This is the great a^cffential Duty, annex'd to 
the Regal Dignify, j.ndeed it is reafonablc, and 
abfolutely ncceflary, that the Prince Ihould be af- 
fifted in the Execution of that auguft Funftion, as 
he is in others: But to be aiTifted, is not to be de- 
prived, or difpoflcflfcd. He continues Judge, as 
long as ho continue* King; and notwithstanding he 
communicates his Authority, yet does he not refign 
or divide it. 'Tis, therefore, abfolutely ncceflary 
for him to beftow fome Time upon the Study of 
Eauity and Juftice j not that he need enter into the 
whole Detail of particular Laws, but only acquaint 
himfelf with the principal Rules and Maxims of 
the Law of his Country, chat he may be capable 
of doing Juftice, and of fpeaking prudently upon 
important Points. For this Realon, the Kings of 
Pcrfia never afcended the Throne* 'till they had 
been for fome Time under the Care and Inftruftion 
of the Magi, who wfcrc to teach them that Science, 
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whereof they were the only Mafters and Profeffcrs, 
as well as or their religious Rites. 

Since then the Sovereign alone has the Right of 
admin iftring Juftice ; and that within his Dominions 
there is no other Power of adminiftring it, than 
what is delegated by him, how greatly does it be- 
hove him to take Care into what Hands he commits 
a Part of fo great a Truft j to know whether thofe 
he places fo near the Throne, are worthy to par- 
take of fuch a Prerogative 5 and to keep all fuch at 
a DHtance from it, as he judges unworthy ? Ac- 
cordingly, we find that in Pcrjia, their Kings were 
extremely careful to have Juftice adminifter'd with 
Integrity and Impartiality. One of their royal 
Judges (for fo they called them) having fufier'd 
himielf to be corrupted by Bribery, was condemn- 
ed by Cambyfes to be put to Death without Mercy, 
and then to have his Skin put upon the Seat where 
he had ufed to fit and give Judgment; and where 
his Son, who fucccedcd him in his Ofhce, was to 
fit; that the very Place, whence he gave Judgment, 
fhould remind him of his own Duty. Hereby Cam- 
byfes, though in other Refpecls a very Tyrant, at 
once difplay'd his Love to Juftice and impartiali- 
ty : The jtijl, in ftric~tly punifliing the Offender, 
who was bef ore one of his Favourites i being well 
aware of what pernicious and fatal Confequence the 
Perverting of Juftice is in any Government; and 
the Jccond, in fhewing that be hated i.ot the Man, 
but his Crime, by promoting his Son to the fame 
Dignity. 

The Judges of the Per/tans were ufually taken 
our of theCiafs of old Men, into which none were 
admitted 'till the Age of flf;y Years ; fo that a 
Man could not ekercifc the Office of a Judge before 
that Age; the Perjians being of Opinion, that too 
much Maturity could not be required in an Em- 
ployment, which entitled the Poffcffor to difpofe 
of the Fortunes, Reputations, and Lives of his 
Fellow-Citizens; and, undoubtedly, this Precau- 
tion was very commendable. 

Amongft them, it was not lawful cither for a 
private Perfon to put any of his Slaves to D.ath, 
or for the Prince to inflict capital Punifhment upon 
any of his Subjects, for the firft Offence ; becaufe 
it might rather be confider'd as nn Effect of human 
Weaknefs and Frailty, than a Sign of Malice, or 
a criminal Intention. 

Bcfides, the Perjians thought it reafonablc to 
put the Good as well as the Evil, the Merits of 
the OfFendcr as well as his Demerits, into thcbcales 
of Juftice : nor was it juft, in their Opinion, that 
one fingle Crime fliould obliterate all the good 
Actions a Man had done during his Life. Upon 
this Principle it was, that Datius^ having con- 
demned a Judge to Death, for fome Prevarication 
in his Office, and afterwards calling to Mind the 
important Services that Judge had rendered both 
the State and the royal Family, revok'd the Sen- 
tence at the very Moment of its going to be exe- 
cuted ; and acknowledged, that he had pronouncM 
it with more Precipitation, than Wifdom. How 
few Princes now-a-days would imitate fo chriftian 

and human a Conduct. 

One important and eflential Rule they obferved 
in all their Profecutions ; which was, in the firft 
Place, never to condemn any Perfon without bring- 
ing his Accufer to his Face, and without giving 
him Time, and all other Means neceflary, for de- 
fending himfelf againft the Articles laid to his 
Charge: And in the fecond Place, if the Perfon 
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nccufed was found innocent, to inn* i£fc the very fame 
Penalties upon the Accufer, as the other was to 
ha ye fufrered, had he been iound guilty. 

-J/tjSitxes gave a fine Example of the juft Ri- 



gor which ought to be excrcifedon fuch Occalions, 
Osc of that Prince's Favourites, ambitious of get- 
ting a Place polfetfed by one of his belt Officers,- 
endeavoured to make the King fufpect the Fideli- 
ty of that Officer; and to that End, fent Informa- 
tions to Court, full of Calumnies againft him, per- 
luauing himfclf, that the King, on Account of the 



great Credit, he had with his Majelty, would be- 
lieve the Thing upon his bare Word, and not inter 
into any Examination of it. For fuch is the general 
Character of Calumniators. They are afraid of 
Evidence 3nd Light: They make ic their Bufinefs 
to iliuc out the Innocent from all Accefs to the 
Prince, and thereby to put it out of their Power to 
clear themfeives. Accordingly, the Officer was 
jmprilbn'd{ but he de/ircd of the King, before he 
was condemned, that his Caufe mighc be heard, 
and his Accufers ordered to produce their Evidence 
againft him. jirtaxerxcs 9 as it was but Juitice, 
did fo : A d as there was no Proof but the Letters 
which his Enemy had written again It him, he was 
cleared, a.\d his Innocence fully juftify'd by the 
three Lommiilioncrs that fat upon his Trial - 7 and 
all the Ki r c"s Indignation fell upon the perfidious 
Calumniator, who had thus attempted to abufe 
the i-avour and Confidence of his royal Mat- 
ter . 

This Prince, who was very wife, and knew that 
one of the true Signs of a prudent Government, 
was to have the Subjects (tand more in Fear of the 
Laws, chan • f Informers, would have thought that 
to have acred o: her wife than he did, would have 
been a di;ect Violation of the moil common Rules 
of natural Equity, and- Humanity 5 it would have 
been oper.ing a Door to Envy, Hatred, Calumny, 
and Rcvcr.go ; it would have been expofingthe ho- 
ne it Simplicity of good ad faithful Subjects to the 
cruel Maiicc of dctcftable Informers, and arming 
them with the Sword of publick Authority j in a 
\\ ord, it would have been diverting theThroncof 
the moll noble Privilege belonging to it 3 namely, 
ot bcinj a Sanctuary tor Innocence and Jufliee,- 
agaii.it Violence, Calumny, and Opprcllion, 

~ We have likewife upon Record a itill more me- 
morable Example of his Goodnefs, Prudence, and 
Love of Juitice, in another King of Perfia B before 
ylt tjxa xt s - y in him, we mean, whom the Scrip- 
ture calls jthj/twus 9 and who is thought to be the 
fame as Darius % the Son of Hvflajpcs from whom 
Human, by his earnelt Solicitations, had extorted 
that fatal Edict, which was calculated to extermi- 
nate the whole Race of the Jews, throughout the 
whole i'erjian Empire, in one Day. When God 
by the Means ot £/i/:ct , had opened his Eyes, he 
made Hafte ro repair his Fault, not only by re- 
voking his Edict, and inflicting an exemplary Pu- 
ni foment upon the Impoitor who had deceived him; 
bur, which was more, by a publick Acknowledg- 
ment of his Fault ; which Jhould be a Pattern to all 
Ages, and to all Princes, and teach them, that far 
from debating thereby their Dignity, or weakening 
their Authority, they procure themfeives the more 
Refpe<St. After declaring,that it is but toocommon 
for Calumniators to impofe, by their Mifrcprcfen- 
tations and Craftincfs, on the Goodnefs of their 
Primes, wh^rn their natural Sincerity induces fa- 
vourably to judge of others; he was not aftlamed 
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to acknowledge, that he had been fo unhappy a: 
to fufFer himfclf to be prejudiced by fuch Meant 
againft the Jews, who were his faithful Subjefts, 
and the Children of the molt high God, through 
whofe Goodnefs he and his Anceltors had obtained 
the Throne he then enjoicd. 

Nor were the Terfians only Enemies of Injuftice, 
as we have juft now (hewn ; but they alfo abhor'd 
Lying, which always was deem'd amongft them as 
a mean and infamous Vice. What they efteemed 
moll pitiful, next to Lying, was to live upon Trutt, 
or by Borrowing. Such a Kind of Life feemcd to 
them idle, ignominious, fervile, and the more de- 
fpicable, becaufe ic lays People almoft under a Ne- 
cefli ty of being Lyars. 

Notwithstanding it may feem to be no difficult 
Matter to maintain good Order in the Metropolis 
of a Kingdom,- where the Conduct of the ftfegif- 
trates and Judges is nearly infpedted ; and the very 
Sight of the Throne is capable of keepinjg the Sub- 
jects in Awe ; the Cafe is quite otherwise with Re- 
fpeflt to the Provinces, where the Diitance from 
the Court of the Sovereign, and the Hopes of 
Impunity, may occafion any Mifdemeanours in the 
Magistrates and Officers, as well as great Licen- 
tioulnefs and Diforder in the People : In this the 
Perjian Policy exerted itfelf with the greateft Care j 
and we may alfo fay, had the greateft Succefs 
therein. 



The Perfian Empire was divided into an Hun- 
dred and Twenty-feven Governments, the Gover- 
nors whereof were called Satrapa. Over therm 
were appointed three principal Minifters, who 
watched over their Conduct, to whom they gave 
an Account of all the Afrairs of their feveral Pro- 
vinces, and who were afterwards to make their 
Report of the lame to the King. Ic was Darius 
the Mcde, that is, Cyaxares, or rather Cyrus ; in 
the Name of his Uncle, who put the Government 
of the Empire into this excellent Method Thefe 
Satrapa, by the very Dcfign of their Office, were 
each in his refpedtive Diftrift, to have the fame 
Care and Regard for the Interefts of the People, as 
for thofe or the Prince: For it was a Maxim 
with Cyrus, that no DifFerenceought to be made 
between thefe two Interefts, which are neceflarily 
I'ink'd together 5 fince the People can neither be 
happy, unlefs the Prince is powerful, and in a 
Condition to defend them ; nor the Prince truly 
powerful, unlefs his People be happy, and pros- 
perous. 

Thefe Satrapa being the mod confiderable Per- 
sons in the Kingdom, Cyf*m aligned them certain 
Funds and Revenues, prop orc ioiiable to their Sta- 
tion, and the Importance t>f thek Employments. 
He was willing they fhould live nobly in their re- 
spective Provinces, chat they might gain theRe- 
fpecl of the Gentry* and Commonalty, within 
their JurrfUictron j and for that Reafon their Re- 
tinue, their Equipage, and their Table, (hould be 
anfwerablte Co their Dignity, yet without exceeding 
ehe Bounds of Prudence and Moderation. He him- 
felf was their Model in this Refpect, aa he defirett 
chey would be to all the Noblemen and Gentle- 
men, as far as their Authority and Influence ex- 
tended * fo that the fame Order, which reign'd ir» 
the Prince's Court, might likewife have been ob- 
ferved proportionably in the Courts of the Satrapa* 
and in the Noblemen's Families. And to prevent, 
as far as pofllblc, all Abufes, which might be 
made of fo extenfive an Authority, the King re- 
fer ve J 
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f t r red to himfelf alone the Nomination of the Sa- 
p-dptv, and caufed the Governors of Places, the 
Commanders of the Troops, and other fuch like 
Officers, to depend immediately upon himfelf ; 
from whom alone they were to receive their Orders 
and I nit ructions, by Letters ; to the End, that, if 
thefe Satrapa were inclined to abufe their Power, 
they might be fenfible thofe Officers were fo many 
Overfeers and Cenfors of their Conduct. And to 
nuke this Correfpondence, by Letters, the more 
fure and expeditious, the King caufed Poft-houfes 
to be erected throughout the Empire, and appoint- 
ed Couriers, who travelled Night and Day, and 
made wonderful Difpatch. 

Notwithstanding all this, the Care of the Pro- 
vinces was not entirely left to the Satrapa, and 
Governors : The King himfelf took Cognizance 
of them in his own Perfon, being fully perfuaded, 
that the governing only by otheis, is but to do it 
by Halves. Accordingly, an Officer of the Houf- 
bold was ordered to repeat thefe Words to him 
every Morning, when he wak'd : Rife, Sir, and 
think of clljchatging the Duties, Jar which Oromaf- 
deshjs placed you upon the Tbro?ie. Oromafdes was 
rhe principal uod, anciently worfhipped by the- 
Pe*fians. A good Prince, fays Plutarch, in the 
Account he gives of this Cuftom, has no Occafion 
for an Offi. tr, Co give him this daily Admonition : 
His own Heart, and the Love he has for his Peo- 
»le, are fufficient Monitors, to incline him there- 

Befides, the Perfian Monarch thdught himfelf 
oblig'd, according to the ancient Cuftom eftabliih'd 
in that Country, from Time to Time perfonally 
to vifit all the Provinces of his Empire ; being per- 
fuaded, as Pliny fays of Trajan, that the mo ft fd- 
lid Glory j and the moft exquifkePleafure, a good 
Prince can enjoj, is now and then to Jet the Peo-^ 
pie fee their common Father ; to reconcile the Dif- 
fenfions and mutual Animofities of rival Cities; to 
calm Commotions or Seditions amongft the Peo- 
ple, and that not fd touch by the Dint of Power 
and Severity, as by Reafon and Temper; to pre- 
vent injuftjee and Oppreffion in Magiftratcs; and 
cancel and reverfe whatever has been decreed 
agnitift Law and Equity : /n a Word, like a be- 
neficent Planet, and to jfhed his falutary Influences 
far and wide on every Side ; or rather like a Kind 
of Divinity to be prefent every- where, to fee, to 
hear, and know every Thing, without rejecting 
any Man's Petition or Complaint, if juft. 

If the Sovereign was not able to vifit the Pro- 
vinces himfelf, hefent, in his ftead, fome of the 
greateft Men of the Kingdom, fuch as were the 
moft eminent for Wifdom and Virtue. Thefe Per- 
fons were generall) called the Eyes and Ears of the 
Prince, becaufc by tlicir Means he faw and was in- 
formed of every Thing. When thefe, or any other 
of his great Minifters, or the Members of his 
Counfel were faid to be the Eyes and Ears of the 
Prince, it was at once an Admonition to the King, 
that he had his Minifters, as we have the Organs of 
°ur Senfea, not that he fliould lye ftill and be idle, 
but that he mould act by their Means; and to the 
Minifters, that they ought not to act for thcmfclvcs, 
hut for their Mafter and Head, and for the Ad- 
vatage of the whole Body politick. 

The particular Detail of Affairs, which the 
-Vt'fjtan Monarch, or the Com mi doners appointed 
"y him, entered into, is highly worthy of Admi- 
raUon i and Ihcvvs, how well they underftood in 



123 

thofe Days, wherein confifts the Wifdom and Abili 
ty of Governors. The Attention of the K ir.tr : Uil \ 
his Minifters was not only employed upon grcar. 
Objects, as War, the Revenue, Juftice and Com - 
merce; but Matters of lefs Importance, as the Se- 
curity and Beauty of Towns arid Cities ; the conve- 
nient Habitation of the Inhabitants; the Repara- 
tions of High- Roads, Bridges, and Caufe- \\'a\ t ; 
the Keeping Woods and Forcfts from being faid 
waftc and dettroyed, the Improvement of Ap\ ic-irl- 
ture, above all, and the Encouraging and Proinoii: 
of all Sorts of Trades, even to the low t ih ai.d 
meaneft of handicraft Employments ; every Thins, 
in fhort, came within the Sphere of their Policj; 
and was thought to defer ve their Care and Ii.fpec- 
tion. And indeed, whatever belongs to the .Sub- 
jects, as well as the Subjects themfelvcs, is a Pare 
of the Truft committed to the Head of the Com- 
mon-wealth, and is entitled to his Care, his Con- 
cern, and his Activity. His Love for the Common- 
wealth is, or ought to be univerfal. It extends 
itfelf to all Matters, and comprehends every Thing: 
It is the Support of private Perfons, as well as of 
the Publick. Every Province; every City, every 
Family ought to have a Place in his Heart and 
Affections. Every Thing in the Kingdom has a 
Relation to; and concerns him ; every Thin 
challenges his Attention and Regard. 

We have already faid, that Agriculture was or e 
of the mean Things, on which the Petfi.ws be- 
llowed their Care and Attention ; and, indt ed, one 
of the Prince's firft Cares was, to make Husbandry 
flourifh ; and thofe Satrapa, whofe Provinces \\ ere 
the beft cultivated, were the moft in his Favour. 
And as there were Offices erected to fuperintend the 
Marching and Conducting their Armies; fo were 
there likewife for the Infpecting their rural Labours 
and Oeconomy. For thefe two Employments had 
a near Relation to each other; the Bufincfs of the 
one being to guard the Country, and of the other 
to cultivate it. 

. The Prince^ protected both almoft with the fame 
Degree of Affection ; becaufe both concurred, and 
were equally neceflary for the publick Good. For 
as the Lands; on the one Hand, cannot be culti- 
vated without the Protection of the Soldiers, who 
watch over their Defence and Security; fo neither 
can the Soldiers, on the other Hand, be fed and 
maintained, without the Labour of the Husbard- 
mcn, who cultivate the Ground. Twas with 
good Reafon then, that the Prince, (fincc it was 
impoflibic for himfelf to fee every Thing) caufed 
an exact Account to be given him, how every 
Province and Canton was cultivated ; that he might 
know, whether each Country brought forth abun- 
dantly fuch Fruits, as it was capable of producing ; 
that he defcended fo far into thofe Particulars, as 
Xenophon remarks of Cyrus the younger, as to inform 
himfelf, whether the private Gardens of his Sub- 
jects were well kept, and yielded Plenty of Fruit ; 
that he rewarded the Superintendants and Overfeers, 
whofe Provinces or Cantons were beft cultivated, 
and punifhed the Lazincfs and Negligence of thole 
idle Perfons, who did not labou r and improve their 
Grounds* Such a Care as this is by no Meat.s 
unworthy of a King, as it naturally tends to pro- 
pagate Richesand Plenty throughout his Kingdom, 
and to beget a Spirit of fnduftry among ft his Sub- 
jects; which is the fureft Means of preventing that 
Increafe of Drones and idle Fellows, that are fuJi 
:i Burden upon the Public 1c, and a Dishonour to any 
Country, 
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Xenophon, in the next Paffuge to this we have 
now cited, puts into the .Mouth of Socrates, who 
is intrcdue'd as a Speaker therein, a very noble 
Encomium upon Agriculture ; which he reprefents 
as the Employment the moft worthy of all others 
of Men's Application thereto 5 as the moll: ancient, 
and the molt fuitable to their Nature; as the com- 
mon Nurfe of Ferfons of all Ages, and Conditions 
of Life ; as the Source of Health, Strength, Plenty, 
Riches, and a thoufand fober Delights and honeit 
Flcafures ; as the Miftrefs and School of Sobriety, 
Temperance, Juftice, Religion; in a Word, of all 
Kinds of Virtues, both Civil and Military. 

After this, he relates the fine Saying of L) fonder ; 
the Laccdamonian, who, as he was walking at Sar- 
dis, with the younger Cytus, hearing from that 
Prince's own Mouth, that it was he himfelf who 
had planted feveral of the Trees he was looking 
at, made the following Anfwer : That the World 
had Reafon to extol the Happinefs of Cyrus f whofe 
Virtue was as eminent as his Fortune; and who in 
the Midlt of the greateft Affluence, Splendor, and 
Magnificence, had yet prefer ved his Taite fo pure, 
and"fo conformable to ri^i t Reafon. Cum Cyrus 
refpandijjet : h.go ifia fum dime /if us, met funt Ordi- 
71c j, mca defer iptio ; mult a etiam ijlarum arborum 
pica mjnu Juntfuta : turn Lyfandrum intuentem ejus 
paper am, <J nitorcm corporis, ornatumque Perlicum 
r.mlto juro mult if que gem-nis, dixife : RtCTE VSRO 
TE, CTRE, BEATUM FERUNT, QUoNIAM vir- 
TUTI TU/1- EOKTUNA CONJ QNCTA EST. How 

much is it to be wifh'd, that our young Nobility, 
who, in the Time of Peace, do not know how to 
employ themfvlves, had the likeTafte for Planting 
and Agriculture; which furely, after fuch an Ex- 
ample of this of Cyrus, fliould be thought no Diflio- 
nour to their Quality ; efpecially if they would 
con(ider> that for feveral A^es it was theconftant 
Employment of the braveft and moft warlike 
People in the World ! The learned Reader may 
ealily perceive, that we mean the ancient Romans, 
whofo Confuls and Dictators were often taken from 
then Plough. 

We have before obferved, that the Perflans had 
Pofthoufes creeled throughout the Empire, which 
Invention is afcribed to Cyrus : Nor, indeed, can 
we hnd any Mention of fuch an Ettabliftimenc 
before his Time. As the Perjian Empire, after 
its latl Conqucft, was of a vaft Extent, and Cyrus 
required, that all his Governors of Provinces, and 
his Chief Commanders of his Troops, mould write 
to him, and give an exacl: Account of every Thing 
that pa(Ted in their feveral Diftricts and Armies, in 
Order to render that Correfpondence the more fure 
and expeditious, and to put himfelf into a Condi- 
tion of receiv inp fpeedy Intelligence of all Occur- 
rences and Affairs, and of lending his Orders 
thereupon with Expedition he caufcd Pofthoufes 
to he built, and Meflcngcrs to be appointed in 
every Province. 

The Method he took therein was this; having 
computed how far a good Horfe, with a brisk 
Rider, could go in a l3ay, without being fpoiled, 
he had Stables built in Proportion at equal Diitan- 
ces from each other, and had them furnifhed with 
Horfos, and Grooms to take Care of them. At 
each of thefe Places he like wife appointed a Poft- 
maitcr, to receive the Packets from the Couriers as 
they arriv'd, and give them toothers; and to take 
the Horfes that had performed their Stage, and to 
Had i re Ih ones. Thus the Polls went continually 



Night and Day, with extraordinary Speed : Nor 
did either Rain or Snow> Heac or Cold, or any 
Inclemency of the Seafon, interrupt its Progrefs. 
Herodotus fpeaks of the lame Sore of Couriers in 
the Reign of Xerxes. 

They were called in the Per/Tan Language An- 
garoi, and rhe Superintendence of the Poib became 
a confiderable Employment. Darius the lait King 
of the ancient Pcrfians, had it before he came to 
the Crown ; and Xenophon takes Notice, that this 
Eltablilhmenc fubfifted in his Time; which per- 
fectly agrees with what is related in the Book of 
Eft her, concerning the Edict publiftied by Ahafue- 
rusy in Favour of the Jews : which EdicT: was car- 
ried throughout that vaft Empire with a Rapidity 
that would have been impoflible, without thefe 
Pofts erected by that great Founder of the Em- 
pire- 
Mankind have been juftly furpriz'd to find, that 
this Eftablifhrnent of Pofts and Couriers, firft: in- 
vented in the Eaji by Cyrus 3 and continued for fo 
many Ages afterwai as by his Succeifors, (efpecial- 
ly confidering theUfefulnefsof it to a Government) 
mould never be imitated in the Weft; particularly 
by People fo well vcrfed in the Art of Government, 
as the Greeks and the Romans, are allowed 'to have 
been. 

It is likewife aftoni filing, that, where this Tn^ 
vention was put in Execution, it was not farther 
improved ; and that the Ufe of it was confined only 
to Affairs of State; without confidering the many 
Advantages the Publick might have reap'd from it, 
by facilitating a mutual Correfpondence, as well 
as the Bufinels of Merchants and Bankers; by the 
Expedition wherewith the Affairs of private Per- 
fons might have been thereby tranfafred 3 by the 
Difpatch of Journeys, which required Hafte ; the 
eafy Communication between Families, Cities and 
Provinces j and by the Safety and Conveniency of 
remitting Money from one Country to another. 
'Tis well known what Difficulty People at a Dif- 
tance, had then, and for many Ages afterwards, to 
communicate any News, or to treat of Affairs to- 
gether ; being oblig'd either to fend a Servant on 
Purpofe, which could not be done without great 
Charge and Lofs of Time; or to wait for the 
Departure of fome other Perfon, that was going 
into the Province, or Country, whither they had 
Letters to fend ; which Method was liable to num- 
bcrlefs Accidents, Delays, and Difappointments. 

Europe, at prefent, enjoys this general Conve- 
niency at a fmall Expcnce ; but we do not 
thoroughly 'confider the Advantage of it ; the 
Want whereof would make us fully fenfible of 
our Happinefs in this Refpeft. 

A good Prince ought to be the Sword and Buck- 
ler of the States by him is the Peace and Tran- 
quillity thereof fecurcd. But to enable him fo to 
do, he has Occafion for Arms, Soldiers, Arfcnala, 
for ci lied Towns, and Ships: and all thefc Things 
require great Expences. Be fides, it is but juft and 
reafonable, that the King fhould have where- 
withal to fupport the Dignity of the Crown, and 
the Majcfty of Empire ; as alfo to procure Re- 
verence and Refpecl: to his Perfon and Authority. 
Thefc are the two principal Reafons, that have 
given Occafion for the Exacting of Tribute, and 
Impofition of Taxes. As the publick Advantage* 
and the Neceflity of defraying the Expences of eta 
State, have been the fir it L.aufes of thefe Burdens; 
fo ought they likewife to be the conflrant Standard 
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of their Ufe. Nor is there anyThing in the World 
niore juft and rcafonable than fuch Impofitions ; 
fince every private Pcrfon ought to think himfelf 
very happy, that he can purchafe his Peace, and 
Security, at the Expence of fo flender a Contri- 
bution, as a good Government will be careful to 
require. 

The Revenues of the Perfian Kings confided, 
partly, in Money levy'd^ upon the People, and 
artly> in their being furniih'd with feveral of the 
rodu&s of the Earth and Commodities, in Kind; 
as Corn, and other Provifions, Forage, Horfes, Ca- 
mels, or whatever Rarities each Province afforded. 
Strabo relates, that the Sat rap a of Armenia fenc 
regularly, every Year, to the King his Mafter, 
twenty thoufand young Colts. By this we may 
form a Judgment of the other Levies in the fe- 
veral Provinces. But we are to confider, that the 
Tributes were only exacted from the conquer'd 
Nations : For, the natural Subjects, that is, the 
Ferfiansy were exempt from all impofitions. Nor 
was the Cuftom of impofing Taxes, and of deter- 
mining the Sums each Province was yearly to pay, 
introdue'd till the Reign of Darius : At which 
Time, the pecuniary Impofitions, as well as we 
can judge, by the Computation made by Hero- 
dotus, which is attended with great Difficulties, 
did not amount to above ten Millions Sterling : 
A very fmall Sum, for fo vaft an Empire ! 

The publick Treafure of the Perfians was kept 
in a Place, call'd in their Language Gaza. There 
were Treafures of this Kind at Sufi, at Perfepolis, 
at Pafargada, at Damafcus, and in divers other 
Cities. The Gold, and Silver, were there kept 
in Ingots, and coin'd into Money, according as 
the King had Occafion. The Money chiefly us'd 
by the Perfians, was Gold 5 and call'd Daricus, 
from the Name of Darius 5 who firft caus'd them 
to be coin'd, with his Image on one Side, and an 
Archer on the Reverfe. The Daricus is fome times 
alfo call'd Stater Aureus, becaufe the Weight of it, 
like that of the Attic Stater , was two Drachms 
of Silver 5 and confequently, it was worth about 
ten Shillings. 

Befides thefe Tributes* which were paid in 
Money, there was another Contribution made in 
Kind, by furni filing Victuals, and Provifions for 
the King's Table, and Houfliold, Grain, Forage, 
and other Neceflaries, for the Subfiftence of his 
Armies ; 



Countries at a Diftance from Commerce, to con- 
vert their Goods into Money, without fuflering 
great Lofles ; whereas, nothing can tend fo much 
to the rendering of Taxes eafy, and to ihelter 
the People from Vexation, and Trouble, as well 
as Expence, as the taking in Payment from each 
Country fuch Fruits, and Commodities, as that 
Country produceth ; by which Means, the Contri- 
bution becomes eafy, natural, and equitable : An 
admirable Regulation ! 

There were like wife certain Diftricts affign'd, 
and fet apart, for the maintaining of the Queen's 
Toilet, and Wardrobe ; one for her Girdle, ano- 
ther for her Veil, and fo on for the reft of her 
CI oaths : And thefe Diftri&s, which were of a 
great Extent, fince one of them contained as much 
Ground, as* a Man could walk over in a Day : 
Thefe Diftridts, we fay, took their Names from 
the 1 particular Ufe, or Part of the Apparel to 
which they were appropriated ; and were accor- 
dingly call'd, one the Queen's Girdle, another tha 
Queen's Veil, and fo on^ In Plato's Time, the 
fame Cullom ftill continued among the Perfi- 
ans* 



w and Horfes, for the remounting of His 
Cavalry. This Contribution was impos'd upon the 
hundred and twenty Satrapies, or Provinces, each 
°f them furnifliing fuch a Part, as they were fe- 
derally tax'd at. Herodotus obferves, that the 
Province of Babylon t the largeft, and wealthieft 
of them all, did alone furnifn. the whole Contri- 
bution, for the Space of four Months ; and con- 
sequently, did bear a third Part of the Burthen of 
the whole Impofition, whillfc all the Rett of Afia 
together, did but contribute the other twoThirds. 
A prodigious Inequality! 

We may fee, hereby, that the Kings of Pcrfia 
^d not cxaft all their Taxes, and Impofitions in 
Money; but were content to levy a Part of them 
in Specie, and to take the Reft in fuch Produfts, 
^d Commodities, as the feveral Provinces afford* 
y ; which is a Proof of the greatWifdom, Mo- 
Oration, and Humanity of the Perfian Govern- 
ment. Without Doubt, they had obferv'd, how 
l,lI I»ciilt it often is for the People, especially in 



The Penfions the King gave in thofe Days, to 
fuch Perfons as he had a Mind to gratify, were 
regulated exactly in the fame Manner, as we ob- 
fcrv'd concerning the Queen. We read, that the 
Per/fan Monarch affign'd the Revenue of four Ci- 
ties to Thcmi flocks $ one of which was to fupply 
him with Wine, another with Bread, the third 
with Meats for hisTable, and the fourth with his 
Cloaths and Furniture. Before that Time, Cyrus 
had atted in the fame Manner with Pytharau of 
Cyzicus, for whom he had a particular Confidera- 
tion, and to whom he gave the Revenue of feven 
Cities.. In following Times, we find many in- 
ftances of the fame Nature. 

The People of Afia, in general, were, in thofe 
Days, naturally of a warlike Difpofition, and did 
not want Courage 5 but, in Time, they all grew 
effeminate, through Luxury, and Pleaiure.Whcn 
we fay all, we would be underftood to except the 
Perfians 5 who, even before Cyrus, as well as in 
his Reign, and fome little Time after, had the 
Reputation of being a People very proper for 
military Exploits. The Situation of their Coun- 
try, which is rugged and mountainous, might be 
one Reafon of their hard and frugal Manner of 
Living ; which is aThirjg of no little Importance 
for the forming of good Soldiers. But the good 
Education, which the Perfians gave their Youth, 
was the chief Caufe of their Courage, and martial 
Spirit. 

As Co their Manner of waging War, therefore, 
we muft make fome Diftinction between the dif- 
ferent Nations of Afia : So that, in the following 
Account of military Affairs, what Perfection, and 
Excellence, is to be found in the Rules, and Prin- 
ciples of War, is to be apply 'd only to the Per- 
fsans % as they were in the Reign of Cyrus : The 
Reft belongs to the other Nations of AJia % the 
Ajjyrians, Babylonians, Medes, and Lydians ; and 
even to the Pa flans like wife* after they had de- 
generated from their ancient Valour; which hap- 
pen'd not long after Cyrus, as will be feen here- 
after. 

As to the Perfians, they were train'd up to the 
ryice from their tenderYcarfl, by palling through 
different Itacrcifcs ; and, generally 1 peaking, they 
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fervM in the Armies, from the Age of twenty to 
fifty Years : And whether they were in Peace, or 
War, they alvva\s wore Swords, as our Gentlemen 
do, which was never pra£tis\i among the Greeks, 
or the Romans. They were obliged to lift them- 
fclvcs at the Time appointed; and it was elieem'd 
a great Crime, to defirc to be difpens'd with in that 
Refpedfc; as will be feen hereafter, by the cruel 
Manner in which Darius, and Xerxes, treated 
two young Noblemen, whofe Fathers had defir'd, 
as a Favour, that one of their Sons might be per- 
mitted to ftay at home, for a Comfort to them in 
their Old- Age. 

Amongft the Reft, Herodotus fpeaks of a Body 
of Troops appointed to be the King's Guard, 
which were cali\i lmr.ortal\ becaufe this Body, 
which confided of ten thoufand, perpetually fub- 
fifted, and was always compleat : For, as foon as 
any of the Men dy'd, another was immediately 
puc into his Place. The Eftablifliment of this 
Body, probably, began with the ten thoufand 
Men, fcnt for 6y Cyrus out of Perfia, to be his 
Guard. They were diltinguifh'd from all the other 
Troops, by the Richnefs of their Armour j and 
ftill more by their (insular Courage. S^uintus 
Curtius mentions alfo this Body of Men, and an- 
other Corps befides, cor. lifting of fifteen thoufand, 
defign'd, in the like Manner, to be a Guard to 
tbe king's Perfon : The latter were call'd Dory- 
pbori, or the Landers. 

The ordinary Arms of the Perfians were a Sabre, 
or Scymitar ; a Kind of Dagger, which hung in 
their Belt on the Right-Side ; and a Javelin, or 
Half-Pike, having a lharp-pointed Iron at one End 
thereof. They feem to have carry'd two Javelins, 
or Lances, one to fling, and the other to fight 
with, Hand to Hand. They made, likewife, 
great Ufe of the Bow, and of the Quiver, in 
which they carry'd their Arrows. The Sling was 
not unknown amongft them 5 but they did not 
much efteem that Weapon. 

It is evident alfo, from feveral Paffages in an- 
cient Authors, that the Perfians wore no Helmets, 
but only »their common Cap, which they call'd 
Tiara ; this is particularly faid of Cyrus the young- 
er, and of his Army : And yet the fame Authors, 
in other Places, make mention of their Helmets $ 
from whence we mult conclude, that their Cuftoms 
had been different, at various Times. The Foot, 
for the moft Part, wore CuirafTes made of Brafs, 
which were fo artificially^ fitted to their Bodies, 
that they were no Impediment to the Motion, 
and Agility of their Limbs ; no more than the 
Vambraces, or other Pieces of Armour, which co- 
vered the Arms, Thighs, and Legs of the Horfe- 
men. Their Horfes thcmfelves, for the moft Part, 
had their Faces, Brcafts, and Flanks, covered with 
Brafs. Thefe were what are call'd Equi cataphracli, 
barbed Horfes. 

Authors differ very much about the Form and 
Fathion of their Shields ; at firft, they ufed fuch 
as were very firull, and light, made only of Twigs 
of Oficr i but it appears, from feveral Paffages, 
that they had alfo Shields of Braft, which were 
of a great Length, and Weighty 

We have already obferv'd, that in the firft Ages, 
the li^ht-arnVd Soldiers, that is, the Archers, 
Slin^ers.Ofr. made the Bulk of the Armies amongft 
the VafLvw, and vVAy/m. But Cyius, who had 
found, by Experience, that luchTroopa were only 
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fit for skirmiihing, or engaging at a Diftance 
thinking it moft advantagious to come quickly to 
clofe righting ; made a Change in his Army, and 
redue'd thofe light-arnVd Troops to a very fmail 
Number, ordering the Reft to be arm'd Cap-a>pe 9 
like the Reft of the Troops. 

That able General, like wife, introduced a con- 
fiderable Changei with Refpeft. t:o the Chariots of 
War; which had been in Ufe a long While before 
his Time, as appears both from Homer, and the 
Sacred Writings. Thefe Chariots had only two 
Wheels, and were generally drawn by four Horfes 
a-brealr, with two Men in each 5 one of diftin- 
guifh'd Birth, and Valour, for fighting 5 and the 
other only for guiding, and conducting the Cha- 
riot. Cyrus jultly thought this Method, which 
was very expenfive, was but of little Service ; fince 
for the equipping of three hundred Horfes, and 
fix hundred Men, of which there were but three 
hundred, who really fought ; the other three hun- 
dred, though all Men of Merit, and Diftinftion, 
and capable of doing great Service, if otherwife 
employ'd, ferving only as Charioteers, or Dri- 
vers. To remedy this Inconvenience, he alter'd 
the Form of the Chariots 5 and doubled the Num- 
ber of the Fighting-Men that rode in them; by 
putting the Drivers into a Condition to engage, 
as well as thofe who fat in the Chariot, without 
driving. 

In Order to this, he caus'd the Wheels of the 
Chariots to be made ftronger, that they fhould 
not be fo eafily broken ; and their Axle-Trees to 
be made longer, to make them the more firm, 
and fteady. At each End of the Axle-Tree he 
caus'd Scythes to be faften'd that were three Foot 
long, and plac'd horizon tally ; and caus'd other 
Scythes to be fix'd under the lame Axle-Tree with 
their Edges turn'd to the Ground, that they might 
cut in Pieces Men, or Horfes, or whatever the im- 
petuous Violence of the Chariots fhould overturn. 
It appears, from feveral Paffages in Authors, that J 
in After- Times, befides all this, they added two I 
long Iron-Spikes at the End of the Pole, in Or- I 
der to pierce whatever came in theWay ; and that I 
they arm'd the Hinder-Part of the Chariot with I 
feveral Rows of fharp Knives, to hinder any one I 
from mounting, and attacking thofe that were in I 
the Chariot, behind. 

Thefe Chariots were in Ufe, for many Ages, in I 
all the Eajiern Countries, where they were look'd I 
upon as the principal Strength of their Armies ; as I 
the moft certainCaufes of Victory ; and as the moft 
capable, of all others, to ftrike the Enemy with 
Confternation, and Terror : And, in Effect, they I 
•were fo, till Means were found to avoid them, and 
render them of little, or no Ufe. Accordingly* 
we find, that, when Jabin opprefs'd the IfraeliUh 
what made them fear him moft, was, his nine 
hundred Chariots of Iron. 

But, in Proportion, as the military Art im- 
proved, the People found the Inconveniences of 
them ; and, at length, laid them afide : For, co 
reap any Advantage from them, it was neceflaf)' 
to fight in vaft large Plains, where the Soil was 
very even, and where there were no Rivulets 
Gutters, Woods, nor Vineyards. Wherefore, 1,1 
After-Times, feveral Methods were invented, to 
render thefe Chariots abfolutely ufe I eft., Ic 
enough to cut a Ditch in their Way, which i Iir I 

mediately (topped their Courfc. I 

Soin<." 
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Sometimes, an able, and experienced General, 
as Eumcnesj in the Battle which Scipio fought with 
Jntiochusy would atcack the Chariots with a De- 
tachment of Slingeis, Archers, and Spear- Men, 
who fpreading themfelves on all Sides, would 
pour fuch a Storm of Stones, Arrows, and Lances, 
upon them, and, at the fame Time, fall a-fhout- 
ing fo loud, with the whole Army, that they trr- 
rify'd the Horfes of the Chariots j and occalion'd 
fuch a Diforder and Confufion among them, as 
often made them turn about, and run foul upon 
their own Forces. At other Times, they would 
render the Chariots ineffectual, and of noble* only 
by marching over the Space, which feparated the 
two Armies, with an extraordinary Swiftnefs, and 
advancing fuddenly upon the Enemy. For, the 
Strength, and Execution of the Chariots, proceed- 
ed from the Length of their Courfe, which was 
what gave that Impetuofity, and Rapidity to their 
Motion, without which they were but very infig- 
niheant. It was after this Manner, that the Ro- 
mans under Sy/fa, at the Battle of Char one a, de- 
feated^ and put to Flight the Enemy's Chariots; 
by raining loud Peals or Laughter, as if they had 
been at the Games of the Cfrctis ; and by crying 
out, that they ihould fend more, for thofe were 

not fufficient. 

As to the Difcipline of the ^(iatics, it is im- 
portable to imagine any Thing more ftrict> than 
the Difcipline, and good Order, obferv'd amongft 
their Troops, in the Reign of Cyrus, whether they 
were at War, or in Peace. Accordingly, Xeno- 
jpbon, in his Cyropaedia, gives us an ample Ac- 
count, of the Methods us'd by that great Prince, 
for this Purpofe. Thefe were, to form his Troops 
by frequent Exercifes; and inure them to Fatigues, 
by keeping them in a continual Breathing, and 
never fuffering them to be idle. He prepar'd them 
for real Battles, by ufing them to Mock-Fights ; 
and fir'd them with Courage, and Refolution, by 
Exhortations, Praifes, and Rewards : This is a 
perfect Pattern for all Perfons that have the Com- 
niand of Troops; to which, generally fpeaking, 
Peace, and Tranquillity, become extreamly per- 
nicious : For, a Relaxation of Difcipline, which 
ufually enfues, enervates theVigour of the Soldi- 
ers; and Inaclion blunts the Edge of that Cou- 
rage, which the Motions of Armies, and the Ap- 
proach of Enemies, infinitely ftiarpen, and ex- 
cite. A timely Apprehenfion, and Forefighc of 
future Emergencies, ought to make us prepare, 
in Peace, whatever will be needful, when we are 
fore'd intoaWar; for, then it will be too late to 
begin our military Preparations. 

Again, whenever the Perfian Armies were upon 
a March, they obferv'd as much Regularity, and 
Exuttnefs, as on a Day of Battle; not a Soldier, 
or Officer, daring to quit his Rank, or Hep alide 
from the Colour. It was the Cuftom, amongft 
the sffiatics, whenever they encamp'd, though 
but for a Day, or a Night, co have their Camp 
surrounded with pretty deep Ditches. This they 
Jj'd, to prevent their being at any Time furpriVd 
Dv the Enemy, and chat they might not be fore'd 
to engage againft their Inelinations.Thefe Ditches, 



powever, had feldom any additional Strengthen- 
lj!6 8 > being only common Trenches, with the 
^rth, thrown up on one Side, that was dug out 
°' th crn; though fomctimcs they did fortify chem 
> Vlth good Pallifadcs, or Ions Stakes, well driven 



By what: has been faid of choir Dilciplir.e i:i 
Time of Peace, and of their Manner oi march- 
ing, and encampir.g their Armies, we may judge 
of their Exa&nefs on a Day of Battle. Nothing 
can be more wonderful than the Accounts we have 
or it in leveral Parts of the Cyropdsdia. No fingle 
Family can be better regulated, or pay a quicker, 
or more exact Obedience to the lirlr. Signal, than 
the whole Army of Cyrus* He had long accuf- 
tom'd them to that prompt Obedience, on which 
the Succefs of all Enterprizes depends. For, what 
avails the belt Head in the World, if the Arms 

do not act accordingly, and follow its Directi- 
ons > 

At firft, he had us'd fomc Severity, which is 
neceflary in the Beginning, in order to fettle, and 
eirablifh a good Difcipline : But this Se verity 
was always accompany'd with Reafon, and tem- 
per'd with Kindnels. The Example of their Lead- 
er, who was firft upon all Duty, gave Weight and 
Authority to his Difcourfe, and foften'd the Rigor 
of his Commands. The unalterable Rule he laid 
down to himfelf, of granting nothing but to Me- 
rit only, and of refuting every Thing to Favour, 
was a lure Means of keeping all the Officers at- 
tached to their Duty, and or making them per- 
petually vigilant, ar.d careful. For, there is no- 
thing more difcouraging co Perfons of that Pro- 
feflion, even to thofe who love their Prince, and 
their Country, than to fee the Rewards, to which 
the Dangers they have undergone, and the Blood 
they have fpilt, intitle them, conferr'd upon O- 
thers. But Cyrus had the Art of infpiring his 
common Soldiers with a perfect Zeal lor Difci- 
pline, and Order; by rirlt infpiring them with a 
Love for their Country, for their Honocr, and 
their Fellow-Citizens ■> and above all, by endear- 
ing himfelf to them, by his Bounty, and Libera- 
lity. Thefe are the true Tics of military Difci- 
pline, and the only Methods capable of maintain- 
ing it in its full Force, and Vigour : For, Soldi- 
ers are but too apt to relax therein, unlcfs a 
ftrict Eye, and Hand, is kept over them ; and 
alfo, unlefs due Encouragement is given, to fuch 
as are obfervant of it. 

There being but very few fortify'd Towns, in 
the Time of Cyrus, all their Wars were \kt\c clfe 
but Field Expeditions : For which Reafon, that 
wife Prince found out, by his own Reflection, and 
Experience, that nothing contributed more to 
Victory, than a numerous, and good Cavalry; 
and that the Gaining of one tingle pitch'd Battle 
was often attended with the Conqueft of a whole 
Kingdom. Accordingly, we fee, that, having 
found the Perfian Army entirely deftitute of thar 
important, and neceflary Article, he curn'd all his 
Thoughts towards remedying that Defect; and lb 
far did he fucceed, by his great Application, and 
Activity, as to form a Body of Peijtan Cavalry, 
which became fuperior to thnt of his Enemies, in 
Goodnefs, at leaft, if not in Number. There 
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were feveral Breeds of Horfes in Per pa and Me- 
dia: But in the latter Province, thofe of a Place, 
calPd NiftUy were the mnfr. cllccm'd j and 'twas 
from thence the King's Stable was furniuYd. We 
fliall now examine what Ufe they made of their 
different Bodies of Troops. 

We need only read carefully the celebrated 
Battle of Th,mbraj 9 in order to acquire a jult No- 
tion of rhe military Skill of the Ancients, in the 

Days of Cyriu ; and to lhew, how far their Abi- 
lity 
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Ury extended, either in the Ufe of Arms, or the dcrftood the Benefit of bringing the War into a 
Difpolition of Armies. We may find, thereby, clofe Country; of making Ufe of Defiles, and 
that they knew, the molt ad vantagious Order of narrow PalTages, either to moleft the Enemy in 
Battle w as to place the Infantry in the Centre, and their March, or to cover themfelves from their 
the Cavalry, which con filled chiefly of the Curi- Attacks; of laying artful, and fecrec Ambuf- 
ailiers, on the two Wings of the Army- By this cades; of drawing a Campaign to a great Length, 
Difpofition, the Flanks of the Foot were cover'd, by skilful Delays; of not fufFering^ a fuperior 
and the Horfe were at Liberty to acl, and extend Enemy to force them to a decifive A&ion > and of 
themfelves, as Occalion ihould require. They reducing him to theNeceflity of preying upon him- 
wcre likewife fenfible of the Necellity of draw- felf, through theWant of Forage, and Provifions. 
ing out an Army into fcvcral Lines, in Order to Neither do we fee, that they had mucji Regard 
fupport one another ; becaufc, otherwife, one (ingle to the defending of their Right, and Left, with 
Line might cafily be piercM through, and broken i Rivers, Marihes, or Mountains* and, by that 
and consequently, not being able to rally, the Means, making^ the Front of a fmalier' Army- 
Army mult be irrecoverably routed. equal to that of another much more numerous j 
For this Reafon, they form'd their Armies, ge- and putting it out of the Power of the Enemy to 
ncral'y, into four Lines; the iirft of which were furroui.d, or hem them in. 

of Foot heavily arm'd, twelve iVTcn thick ; who, It muft be own'd, however, that, in the firft 
on the firft Onfet, made Ufe of the Half- Pike; Campaign of Cyrus, againft the Armenians, and 
and afterwards, when the Fronts of the two Ar- afterwards againft the Babylonians , there feems to 
mies came together, cngag'd the Enemy in clofe have been iome Beginnings* and EfTays, as it 
Fight, with their Swords, or Scymitars. were, of this Art ; but they were not improv'd, 

The fecond Line confifted of fuch Men, as were or carry 'd on to any Degree of Perfection in thofe 
lightly arnVd, whofe Manner of fighting was to Days. Time, Reflection, and Experience, made 
throw their Javelins over the Heads of the firft. the great Commanders in After-Ages acquainted 
Thefe Javelins were made of a heavy Wood, had with thefe Precautions, and Subtleties in War j and 
a lharp- pointed Spike of Iron at the End; and we mail hereafter {hew, in theWars of the Car- 
they usfd to hurl tnem with great Violence. The tbaginians, what Ufe Hannibal, Fabius, Scipso, and 
Defign of them was to put the Enemy into D if- other Generals of both Nations, made of thefe 
order, before they came to a clofer Engage* military Wiles, and Stratagems ; wherein Hannibal 
ment. ' particularly excelPd. 

The third Line confifted of Archers, whofe It mult alfo be confefs'd, that the Andents both 
Bows, being bent with the utmoft Force, carry 'd devis'd, and executed, as much as could be ex- 
their Arrows over the Heads of the two preceding peeled, from the Nature of the Arms known in 
Lines, and extreamly annoy'd the Enemy. Among their Days; or from the Force, and the Variety of 
thefe Archers were fometimes intermix'd Slingers, Engines then in Ufej either for aflaulting, or 
who flung great Stones with a terrible Force : defending Fortreffes. 

But, in After-Times, the Rhodians, inftead of Their firft Method of attacking a Place, was 
Stones, made Ufe of Leaden- Bullets, which the by Blockade. < They inverted the Town with a 
Slings carry'd to a much greater Diftance. Wall built quite round it; and in which, at pro- 

A fourth Line, forrrfd of Men ariu'd in thefame per Diitances, were made Redoubts, and Places 
Manner as thofe of the firft, clos'd the Body of for Arms : And between the Wall, and theTown, I 
the Army. This Line was extended to fupport they dug a deep Trench, which they ftrongly 
the others, and to keep them to their Duty, in fene'd with Paliifado's, to hinder the Befieg'd 
Cafe they gave Way. ft ferv'd, likewife, "for a from fallying out, as well as to prevent Succours, 
Rear-Guard, and a Body or Rcferve, to repulfe or Provilions from going in. And thus did they I 
the Enemy, if ihey mould happen to penetrate quietly wait, till they brought about, by Famine, I 
fo far. what they could not effect by Force, or Art. I 

They had, likewife, Moving-Towers, carry 'd From hence proceeded the Length of thofe Sieges, I 
upon huge Waggons, drawn by frxtcen Oxen each; which are recorded in Antiquity; as the Siege of I 
and defended by twenty Men, whofe Bufinefs was Troy, which laftcd ten Years ; that of ^4zotus by I 
to hurl Stones, and Javelins. Thefe were plac'd Pfammeticus, which Lifted twenty-nine; that of 
in the Rear of the whole Army, bthind the fore- Nineveh, where we find Sardanapafus defended j 
mer.tion'd Body of Refer ve ; and ferv'd to fupport himfelf for the Space of feven. And Cyrus might I 
their Troops, when they were puhVd by the E- have Iain a long Time before Babylon, where I 
nemv ; and to favour their rallying, when they they had laid in a Stock of Provifions for twenty I 
were put into Diforder, and Confuhon. Years, if he had not proceeded in that Affair at- I 

They made great Ufe alfo of their Chariots ter an extraordinary Manner; or rather, if he J 
nrm'd with Scythes, as we have already obferv'd* had not been aflitted therein by God himfelf. I 
Thefe they generally plac'd in the Front of the iJpon experiencing to what tedious Delays I 
Battle, and ionic of them, at certain Times, upon Blockades were liable, the Method of fcalingwas I 
the Flunks of the Army; when thevhad any Rea- afterwards invented ; which was done, by railing I 
Ion to fear their being furrounded, by the Enemy's great Numbers of Ladders againft theTown- Wall* I 
over-powering them with Numbers. by At cans whereof, many Files of Soldiers might I 

Thus far, and not much farther, did the Anci» climb up together, and force their Way into the I 
ents carry their Knowledge in the military Art, Place. I 
with Relpett to their Battles, and Engagements. Jn Order, therefore, to render this impracli- I 
lint we do not find they had any Skill in choofing cable, or, at leaft, incfte&ual, they made tic I 
advanta^'oiis Polrs, in feafonably poifeffing them- Walls of ihcir City extreamly high; and die j 

felves ot a favourable Ground j or, that they un> Towers, wherewith they were flaukVl, ilill I 
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fiderably higher, that the Ladders of the Be- 
f ic ere rs might not be able to reach the Top of 
them. This oblig'd them to (tudy fome other 
Way of getting at the Top of their Ramparts : 
And this was building Moving -Towers cf Wood, 
{till higher than their Walls, and approaching 
che Wails with thofe Wooden Towers. 

On the Top of thefe Towers, which form'd a 
Kind of Platform, were plac'd a competent Num- 
ber of Soldiers;, who, with Darts, and Arrows, 
and the Ailiftance of their Balifta, and Catapu/ta, 
elear'd the Ramparts, and drove from thence all 
the Befieged : Then, from a lower Stage of the 
Tower, they Aid a Kind of Draw-Bridge, which 
refted upon the Wall, and gave the Soldiers an 
eafy Admittance. 

But, what extreamly mortcn'd the Length of 
their Sieges, was the Invention of the Battering- 
Ram ; by which they made Breaches in the Walls, 
and open'd them (elves a PafTage into the Places 
befleg'd. This Battering- Ram was a valt thick 
Beam of Timber, with a lhong Spike of Iron, 
or Brafs, at the End of it ; which was pufh'd 
with th~ utmoft Force again it the Walls. There 
were feveral Kinds of them $ but we propofe to 
give a more ample, and particular Account of 
thefe, as well as of other warlike Engines,, in an- 
other Place. 

The Ancients had ftill a fourth Method of at- 
tacking Places, which was, that of Sapping, and 
Undermining j and this was done two different 
Ways. They either carry'd on a fubterraneous 



Engines on Fire ; as alfo their Countermines* to 
defeat the Mines of the Enemy ; and laftly, they 
built Citadels to retreat to, in Cafe of Extremity, 
and to ferve as a Place of Refuge, to a Garrifon 
upon the Point of being fore'd; and to render the 
taking of the Town of no Effect ; or, at le'» ftj to 
obtain a more advantagious Capitulation- 
All thefe Methods of defending Places againft 
thofe that befleg'd them, were known in the Arc 
of Fortification, as it was practis'd among the 
Ancients; and they are the very fame, as are 
now in Ufe among the Moderns, allowing for 
fuch Alterations, as the Difference of A rms has 
neceflarily introdue'd. 

We judg'd it requifite, to enter into thefe Par- ' 
ticulars, in order to give our Readers a tolerable 
Idea of the ancient Manner of defending fortify'd 
Towns ' 7 as alfo, to remove a Prejudice, which 
prevails among many of the Moderns; who ima- 
gine, that, becaufe new Names are now given to 
the fameThings, theThings themfelvcs are, there- 
fore, different in Nature, and Subllance. Since 
the Invention of Gun-Powder, Cannon, indeed, has 
been fubllituted in the Place of the Battering- 
Ram ; and Mufquet-Shot, in the Room of the 
Baliftte, Catapult a, Scorpions, Javelins, Slings, and 
Arrows. But, does it, therefore, follow, that any 
of the fundamental Rules of Fortification are 



Paflage, quite under the \\ alls, into the Heart of 
the City; and fo open'd themfelves a Palfage, and 
Entrance into it ; or elfe, after they had fapp'd 
the Foundation of the Wall, and put Supporters 
under it, they filPd the void Space with all Sorts 
of combuftible Matter ; and then ufed to fet it 
on Fire, in order to burn down the Props, and 
calcine the Marenals of the Wall, whereby Part 
of it muftiall in, and give the Befiegers an En- 
trance. 

Proceed we now to the fortifying, and defend- 
ing of Towns, wherein the Ancients made UTe 
of all the fundamental Principles, and e Hernial 
Rules, now praftis'd in the Art of Fortification. 
They had the Method of overflowing the Country 
round, to hinder the Enemy's approaching the 
Town ; they made their Ditches deep, and of a 
fteep Afcent, and fene'd them round with Palli- 
fado's, to render the Enemy's Afcent, or Defcent, 
the more difficult j they made their Ramparts 
very thick, and fene'd them with Stone, or Brick- 
Work, that the Battering- Ram might not be 
able to demolifti them ; and very high, that the 
fcaling of them might be equally impracticable; 
they had alfo their jutting - out Towers, from 
whence our modern Baftions deriv'd their Origin, 
for the flanking of the Curtains. 

They had, likewife, the ingenious Invention of 
different Machines for the mooting of Arrows, the 
throwing of Darts, and Lances ; and the hurling 
°* great Stones with vaft Force, and Violence; 
their Parapets, and Battlements in the Walls, for 
y} c Security of the Soldiers; and their cover'd 
galleries, which went quite round theWalls, and 
, erv*d as a fubterraneous Paffage; their Intrench- 
incnts behind the Breaches, or at che Breaft of the 
Jokers; chey made their Sallies too, in order to 
wftroy che Works of the Befiegers, and to fet their 
Numb. IX. 



chang'd ? By no Means. The Ancients made aa 
advantagious an Ufe of the Solidity, and Velocity 
of Bodies, as Art, and Ingenuity can poflibly : 
Nay, we que f lion, whether che famous Archime- 
des, at the Siege of Syracufc, did not perform 
more for the Defence of a Town, than the moft 
expert Engineer amongft the Moderns, could ever 
do fince. 

We have already obferv'd, more than once,' 
that we muft not judge of the Merit, and Courage 
of the Perfian Troops, at all Times, by what we 
read of their Conduct, in the Reign of Cyrus.We 
fhall, therefore, conclude this Article of War, 
with a judicious Reflection made by Movjieur Bof- 
fuet, Bilhop of Msaux, on that Subject. He ob- 
fcrves, that, after the Death of that Prince, the 
Per/ians, generally fpcaking, were ignorant of 
the great Advantages that redound to an Army, 

from Severity, Order, and Difciplinej from the 
proper difpofing of Forces ; the Regularity of 
their marching, and encamping ; and from a 
ma fieri y Addrefs, and Conduct, which moves 
thofe great Bodies, without clalhing, or Confu- 
fion. Being full of a vain Oltentation of their own 
Power, and Greatnefs; and relying more upon 
Strength, than Prudence ; upon the Number, than 
the Choice of their Troops ; they thought they 
had done all that was needful, when they had 
drawn together immenfe Numbers of People j 
who fought, indeed, with Rcfolution enough, 
but without Order; and who found themfelves 
incumbered with the valt Multitudes of ufclcfs 
Perfons, who were in the Retinue of the King, 
and his chief Officers. 

For, to fuch an Height was theirLuxury grown, 
that they would needs nave the fame Magnificence, 
and enjoy the fame Pleafures, and Delights in the 
Army, as in Court : So that, in theirWars, their 
Monarchs march'd, accompany'd with their Wives* 
their Concubines, and all their Eunuchs. Their 
Silver, and Gold Plate, and all their rich Furni- 
ture, were likewife carry'd after them in prodigi- 
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ous Quantities ; and, in fhort, all the Equipage, 
and Conveniences, that fuch a voluptuous Lite 
requires. Thus were their Armies composed; al- 
ready incumbeTd with the exceffive Numbers of 
their Soldiers ; they uere quite over-burden'd with 



the unreafonable Train ot Women, and uleleis 
Attendants. 

In this Confufion, the Troops could not regu- 
larly move : Their Orders never re*ch'd* them in 
Time 5 and, in the Midfr of an Adfion, every 



What the Egyptian Priefts faid of the Greeks 
in general, and of the Athenians in particular 
according to Plato ; that they were but Children 
in Antiquity, is very true, with Refpeft to Arts, 
and Sciences j of which they have falfely afcrib'd 
the Invention to chimerical Perfons, much pofte- 
rior to the Deluge. The Holy Scripture informs 
us, that, before .that Period, God had difcover'd 
to Mankind, the Art of tilling, and cultivating 
the Ground ; of feeding their Flocks and Cattle, 



Thing went on at Random; and, as it were, when their Habitations were in Tents ; of fpinning 
without the Poll bility of any Commander's pre- Wool, and Flax, and weaving it into Stuffs, and 



ventii g the Dilorder. Add to this, the Neceffity 
they were under of finifhing an Expedition quick- 
ly 5 and of palling into an £ iem>'s Country with 
great Rapidity ; becaufe fuch a vatt Body of 
People, greedy, not on-ly of the NecefTaries of 
Life, but of iuch 1 hings alfo, as were rcquifite 
for Luxury? and Pleafure, confum'd all that could 
be met with in a very ihort Time; nor, indeed, 
is it ealy to comprehend, from whence they could 
procure a Sufficiency, for the Sublicence of fuch 
innnite Number*. 

But, with all this vaft, and ufclefs Train, the 
Pcijiuns bore down, and over-ran thofe Nations, 
that were as unexpert in military Affairs as them- 
felves; and many of thofe, that were better vers'd 
therein, were vet overcome by them, being either 
weakeird, or dillrefs'd by their own Divifions, or 
over-power'd by the Numbers of their Enemy. 
And by this Means, Egypt, as proud as fhe was 
of her Antiquity, her wife Inftitutions* and the 
Conquefts ot her Stfolhis, became fubjec"t. to the 
Petjtans. Nor was it difficult for them to conquer 
the IcfTer sift a, and fuch Greek Colonies, as the 
Luxury of jijia had corrupted. But, when they 
came to engage wiih Gtecce itfelf, they found, 
what they had never met with before ; regular, 
and well difciplin'd Troops; skilful, and experi- 
ence Commanders ; Soldiers aecuftom'd Co Tem- 
perance, whofe Bodies were inur'd to Toil, and 
Labour; and rendered both robuft, and active, 
by theWreitling, and other Exercifes pra£tis'd in 
that Country, i he (jrccian Armies, indeed, were 
but fmall ; but they were like ftrong, vigorous 
Bodies, that feem\to be all Nerves, and Sinews, 
and full of Spines in every Pait : Then thev were 
fo well commanded, and fo prompt in obeying 
the Orders of their Generals, that the Soldiers 
feem'd as if they had been all actuated with one 
Soul ; fuch a perfect Harmony was there in all 
their Motions. 

Come we now to their Arts, and Sciences; un- 
der which Head, we don't pretend to give an 
Account of the Eajiern Poetry ; of which we know 
little more, than what is to be met with in the 
Books of the Of J Tejiament. Thofe precious Frag- 
ments are fuffieient to let us know the Origin of 
Poefy ; its true Delign ; the Ufc that was made of 
it by thofe infpir'd Writers; namely, the cele- 
brating, at id finging of the Divine Perfections," 
and h\s wondcrfuj \\ orks; as alfo, that Sublimity, 
and Dig it y of Stile, which ought to accompany 
it; adapred to the Majefty of the Subject of which 
it treat^TheDiWmr es ot Job's Friends, who liv'd 
in the Ej/L as he himfeif di 1 likewife; and who 
were dilrii»guitlrd among the Gentifes, as much 
by their Learning, as their Birth, may likewife 
fene to give us Jo me Notion of the Eajlcrn Elo- 
quence in thole early Ages. 



Linnen ; of forging, and poli firing Iron, and 
Brafs; and putting them to numberlefs Ufes, that 
were neceffary, and convenient for Life, and So- 
ciety. 

We learn from the fame Scriptures, that pretty 
foon after the Deluge, human Induitry had made 
feveral Difcoveries very worthy of Admiration ; 
as, 1. The Art of fpinning Gold -Thread, and of 
intermixing it in the weaving of Stuffs. 2. That 
of beating Gold, and with light thin Leaves of ic 
to gild Wood, and other Materials. 3. The Se- 
cret of calling Metals; as Brafs, Silver, or Gold; 
and of making all Sorts of Figures with them, 
in Imitation of Nature ; of reprefenting any Kind 
of different Obje£ts; and of making an infinite 
Variety of Veflels of thofe Metals, for Ufe, and 
Ornament. 4. The Art of painting, or carving 
upon Wood, Stone, or Marble : And, 5.T0 name 
no more, that of dying Silks, and Stuffs, and 
giving them the moft exquifite, and beautiful 
Colours. 

As it was in jijla, that Men firft fettled after 
the Deluge, it is eafy to conceive, that jtfia muft 
have been the Nurle, as it were, of fuch Arts 
and Sciences, the Remembrance whereof had 
been preferv'd by Tradition ; and which were af- 
terwards reviv'd again, andreftor'd, by the Means 
of Men's Wants, and Neceflities; which put them 
upon all the Methods of Induftry, and Applica- 
tion. 

To begin with Architecture; the Building the 
Tower of Babel, and fhortly after, thofe famous 
Cities, Babylon, and Nineveh, which have been 
look'd upon as Prodigies; the Grandeur, and 
Magnificence of royal, and other Palaces, divi- 
ded into fundry Halls, and Apartments, and a- 
dorn'd with every Thing, that either Decency, or 
Conveniency could require; the Regularity, and 
Symmetry of the Pillars, and vaulted Roofs, 
rais'd, and 'multiply'd one upon another; the 
noble Gates of their Cities ; the Breadth, and 
Thicknefs of their Ramparts ; the Height, and 
Strength of theirTowers ; their large commodious 
Keys on the Banks of their great Rivers ; and 
their curious bold Bridges* built over them : AH 
thefe, with many other Works of the like Nature, 
fhe w to what Perfection this Art was carry 'd* 
even in thofe early Days, 

Nevertheless, we cannot fay, whether, in thofe 
-Ages, this Art was carry'd to that Degree of H- 
legance, 'to which it was brought afterwards in 
Gf cece, and Italy ; or, whether thofe vaft Struc- 
tures injffia, and Egypt, Co-much boafted of by 
the Ancients, were as remarkable for their Beauty* 
and Regularity, as they were for their Bulk, an J 
Greatnefs. We hear of five Orders in Architec- 
ture, the Tufcan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and 
Cotnpofite but we never hear of a n Sljiat if, or 
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Egyptian Order; which gives usReafon to doubt, 
whether the Symmetry, Meafures, and Proportions 
of Pillars, Pi 1 afters, and other Ornaments in Ar- 
chitecture, were exa&iy obferv'd in thofe ancient 
Structures, which are fo celebrated in Hiftory. 

To proceed, next, to Mufick ; it is no Wonder, 
if, in a Country WkaJfia, addi&cd;to voluptuous, 
and luxurious Living, Mufick, which is the Soul, 
as it were, of other Delights, was in high E- 
fteem, and cultivated with great Application. 
The very Names of the principal Notes of an- 
cient Mufick, which the modern has ftill preferv'd ; 
namely, the Doric, Phrygian, Lydian, Ionian, and 
Eotian, fufficiently indicate the Place, where it 
had its Origin ; or, at leaft, where it was im- 
prov'd, and brought to Perfection. We learn 
from Holy Scripture, that, in Laban's Time, in- 
ftmmental Mufick was much in Ufc in the Coun- 
try where he dweic, chac is, in Mefopotamia ; fince, 
among the other Reproaches he makes to his Son- 
in-Law Jacob, he complains, that, by his preci- 
pitate Flight, he had put it out of his Power to 
conduct him, and his Family, -with M'uth, and 
with Songs i ivitb Tablet, and with Harp. And, 
amongft the Booty, that Cyrus order'd to be fet 
apart for his UncJe, Cyaxares, Mention is made 
of two famous FemaJe Muiicians, very skill ui in 
their ProfefTion; who accompany *d a Lady of Su- 
fa, and were taken Prifoners, at the fame Time 

with their Miftrefs. 

But, it has been a Queftion, which has very 
much pulled, the Learned, to determine to what 
Degree of Perfection, Mufick was carry 'd by the 
Ancients. This Queftion is the harder to be de- 
cided ; becaufe, to determine juilly upon this 
Matter, it fcems ncceflary, we (hould have feve- 
ral Pieces of Mufick, composed by the Ancients, 
with their Notes, that we might examine it, 
both with our Eyes,, and our Ears. But, by Mis- 
fortune, it is not with Mufick, in this Refpefr, 
as with ancient Sculpture, and Poetry 5 of which 
we have fo many noble Monuments remaining ; 
whiiit, on the contrary, we have not any one 
Piece of their Competition, in the other Science, 
by which we may make a certainjudgment in that 
Particular, and determine, whether the Mufick of 
the Ancients was carry'd to as great a Perfection, 
as it has been fince in our Days. Criticks are 
generally agreed, that the Ancients were acquaint- 
with the treble Symphony j that is, the Harmony 
of Voices, that of Inftruments, and that of Voi- 
ces, and Inftruments join'd in Concert. Neither 
is it difputed, that they excel Pd in the Rythmus. 
What is meant by the Rythmus, is the Aflemblage, 
or Union of various Times in Mufick, which arc 
join'd together with a certain Order, and in cer- 
tain Proportions. 

To underftand this Definition, it is to be ob- 
ferv'd, that the Mufick whereof we are here 
f pea king, was always fet, and fung, to theWords 
of certain Verfes, in which every Syllable was dif- 
tinguinVd into long, and ihort; that the fhort 
Syllable was pronoune'd as quick again as the 
Jong ; that, therefore, the former was reckon'd to 
make up but one Time, whilft the later made 
up two; and confequcntiy, the Sound, which an- 
fiver'd to this, was to continue twice as long, as 
the Sound which anfwer'd to the other \ or, which 
Js the fame Thine, it was to take in two Times, 
or Meafures. whififc the other comprehended but 
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one; that the Verfes, that were fung, confifted of 
a certain Number of Feet, form'd by the different 
Combination of thefe long, and fhort Syllables ; 
and that the Rythmus of the Song regularly fol- 
low'd the March of thefe Feet. 

As thefe Feet, of what Nature, or Extent fo- 
ever, were always divided into iwo equal, or un- 
equal Parts, of which the former was call'd, in 
Greek, j4rfis, that is, Elevation, or Railing ; and 
the latter, Thefts, which is, Falling : So, the Ryth- 
mus of the Song, which anfwer'd to every one of 
thofe Feet, was divided into two Parts equally, 
or unequally, by what we now call a Beating, 
and a Reft, or lntermiflion. The fcrupulous Re- 
gard the Ancients had to the Quantity of their 
Syllables in their vocal Mufick, made their Ryth- 
mus much more perfect, and regular, than ours : 
Fori our Poetry is not form'd upon the Meafure 
of long, and fhort Syllables; but, neverthelefs, 
a skilful Mufician among ft us, may, in fome Sortj 
exprefs, by the Length of the Sounds, the Quan- 
tity of every Syllable. 

What the Learned have chiefly difputed con- 
cerning the Mufick of the Ancients, is, whether 
they underftood Compound -Mufick; chat is, a 
Compofition, confifting of feveral Parts, each of 
w hich forms a com pleat Piece by itfelf 5 and, ac 
the fame Time, has an harmonious Connection 
with the Others. 

The next Science we fhall confidcr, amongfr. 
the Ancients, is Pbyjick ; the Origin of which 
may like wile be difeover'd in thofe early Times: 
Its Beginnings, like thofe of other Arcs, and Sci- 
ences, were very rude, and imperfeft. Haodotus B 
and after him, Strabo, obferves, that it was a ge- 
neral Cuftom among the Baby loniam, to expofe 
their fick Perfons to the View of Paflengers ; in 
Order to learn of them, whether they had been 
afflicled with the like Diftemper, and by what 
Remedies they had been cur'd. From hence fe- 
veral People have pretended, that Phyfick is no- 
thing elfe but a conjectural, and experimental 
Science; entirely refultingfrom Obfervations made 
upon the Nature of different Difeafes ; and upon 
fuch Things as are conducive, or prejudicial to 
Health, k muft be confefs'd, that Expereience 
will go a great Way 5 but that alone is not {anci- 
ent. The famous Hippocrates made great Account 
of it in his Practice; but he did not entirely rely 
upon it. It was the Cuftom, in thofe Days, for all 
Perfons, who had been fick, and were cur'd, to 
put up a Picture in the Temple of JEfculapius* 
wherein they gave an Account of the Remedies, 
which had reltor]d them to their Health. That 
celebrated Phyfician caus'd all thele I nferi prions, 
and Memorials, to be copy'd out, and made great 
Ufe of them in his Practice. 

Even in the Time of the Trojan War, Phyfick 
was in vaft Ufc, and Eftccm. JEfcttlapius, who 
flourifrYd at that Time, is reckoned the Inventor 
of that Art; and had, even then, brought it to a 
reat Perfection, by his profound Knowledge in 
botany ; by his great Skill in medicinal Prepara- 
tions, and chirtirgical Operations : For, in thofe 
Days, thefe feveral Branches were not fepa rated 
from one another > but were all included together, 
under the Denomination of Phyfick. 

The two Sons of A i .jcuL\pius % Podafirius, and 
MachaoH, who commanded a certain Number of 
Troops at the Siege of Ttoy B were both excellent 

Phy- 
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Phyficians, and brave Officers} and render'd as 
much Service to the Grecian Army, by their Skill, 
in their phyfical, as they did, by their Courage, 
nnd Conduct, in their military, Capacity. Nor 
did jichitks himfelf, or even Alexander the Gicat, 
in After 'limes, chink the Knowledge or" this 
Scierce improper for a General 5 or beneath his 
Dignity. On the contrary, Jic 'hiiks himfelf learn'd 
it of Chit on, the Centaur; and did, afterwards, 
inftruft his Governor, and Friend, Patroclus, 
therein; who did not difdain to excrcife the Art, 
in healing the Wound of Eurypilus. 

ThisYYound he healM, by the Application of a 
certain Root, which immediately aflwag'd the 
Pain, and itopp'd the Bleeding. Botany, or that 
Part of Phyiiek, which creats ot Herbs, and Plants, 
was very much known; and almotr, the only 
Brar.cn nt the Science, us'd in thofe early Times. 
Vitgily f peaking of a celebrated I'hyfician, who 
was inllructed in his Art by Apollo himfelf, feems 
to confine that Profeflion to the Knowledge of 
Simples : Sci/e Potejlates He/ bat urn Ufumque Me- 
dendi maluit. 'Twas Nature herfelf, that ofTer'd 
thtfe innocei.t, and falutary Remedies ; and feem'd 
to invite Mankind to make Life of them. T heir 
Gardens, F ields, ard Woods, fupply'd them Gra- 
tis, with an infinite Plenty, and Variety. As yet, 
no Ufe was made of Minerals,Treacles, and other 
Corrp fitior.s, which have been fince difcover'd, 
by cloler, and more inquiiitive Refearches into 
Nature. 

We are ii.form'd by Tiiny, that the Practice of 
this Science, which had been brought, by jEfcu- 
lapius, into great Reputation, about the Time of 
the Tt oja?i \\ ar, was, foon after, neglected, and 
loll; and lay bury'd, as it were> in Darknefs, till 
the Time of the Peloponncftan War ; when it was 
reviv'd by Hippocrates, and rettor'd to its ancient 
Honour, and Credit. This may J)e true, with Re- 
fpecl to Greece : But, in 'Petfta, we find, it was 
always cultivated, and constantly held in great 
Reputation. The great Cyrus, as is obferv'd by 
Xenophon, never fa i I'd to take a certain Number 
of excellent Phyficians along with him in the 
Army; rewarding them very liberally, and fliew- 
ing a particular Regard for them : He farther 
remarks, that, in this, Cyrus did but follow a 
Cuitom, that had been anciently eftablifiVd among 
their Generals ; and that the younger Cyrus fol- 
lowed his Example, and kept up the fame Cuf- 
tom. 

It muft, neverthclefs, be acknowledg'd, that 
it was Hippocrates, who carry'd this Science to 
the highelt Point of Perfection : And, though it 
be certain, that feveral Improvements, and new 
Difcovcries, have been made in that Art fince his 
Time ; yet, is he ftill look'd upon, by the ableft 
Phyficians, as the firit, and chief Mafter of the 
Faculty; and as the Perfon, whofe Writings ought 
to be the chief Study of thofe, who would diltin- 
guifh thcmfelvcs in that Profeflion. 

Such as have thus qualify \1 themfelvcs, and 
befides, having fludy'd the moft celebrated Phy- 
ficians, ancient, and modern ; befides acquiring 
a perfect know ledge of the Virtues of Simples, 
the Principles of natural Philofophy, and the 
Conrexture, and different Conltitution of human 
Bodies, have been long Practitioners, and had 



warded, and diftinguifh'd, in every well-order ( ] 
State : Nay, we are told, in the Scripture itfelf 
The Skill 0/ the Phyftcian pall lift up his Head\ 
and in the Sight of great Men he /ball be in Ad- 
miration, Ecclus. xxxviii. 3. 

Nor is this any Thing but what is highly rea- 
fonable ; lince all the Labours, Lucubrations, 
and Watchings, of an honclt., and able Ph) fician* 
are devoted to the People's Health; which, of all 
human Bleffings, is the dearett, and moit valuable 
And yet, this Bleiling is what Mankind are the 
lea It careful to preferve. They do not only de- 
ftroy it by Riot, and Exccfs j but, through a 
blind Credulity, they fooliihly entruft it with Per- 
form of no Skill, orExperience ; who either impofe 
upon them by their Impudence, and Preemption ; 
or feduce them, by their flattering AfTurances of 
an infallible Recovery : The almoft certain Sign 
of a Quack, or an EmpirickJ 

To proceed, next, to Ajhonomy ; notwith land- 
ing, the Greeks were very defirous of being efteem- 
ed the Authors, and Inventors of all Arts, and 
Sciences, they could never abfolutely deny the 
Babylonians the Honour of having laid the Foun- 
dati ons of this Science ; though the ancient 
gyptians have pretended to difpute with the latter 
the Invention thereof : But, however chat be, the 
advantageous Situation of Babylon, which was 
built upon a wide, extended Flat, where no iVToun- 
tains bounded the Profpect ; the conftant Clear- 
nefs, and Serenity of the Air in that Country, fo 
favourable to the free Contemplation of the Hea- 
vens; perhaps too, the extraordinary Height of 
the Tower of Babel, which feem'd to be intended 
for an Obfervatory ; allthefe Circumftances, were 
ftrong Motives to engage this People nicely to 
obferve the various Motions of the heavenlv Bo- 
dies, and the regular Courfe of the Stars. Ac- 
cordingly, the Abbot Renaudot, in his Diflertation 
upon the Sphere, obferves, that the Plain, which, 
in Scripture, is call'd Shinar, and in which Baby- 
lon flood, is the fame as is call'd, by the Arabians ; 
Sinjar\ where the Chaliph Almamon, the fever ith 
of the HabbaJJides, in whofe Reign the Sciences 
began to flourifli among thedrabians, caus'd thofe 
Altronomical Observations to be made, which, for 
feveral Ages, directed all the Aflronomers of 
Europe: And that the Sultan Gelaleddin Melik- 
fchah, the third of the Seljukides, caus'd a Courfe 
of the like Obfervations to be made, near three 
hundred Years afterwards, in the fame Place : From 



whence it appears, that this Place was always 
reckon'd one of the propereft in the World, for 
obferving the Courfe of the heavenly Bodies. 

Neverthclefs, the Obfervations made, by the 
Babylonians, could not be carry'd to any great 
Perfection, for Want of Tclcfcopes; which are of 
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not defcended to us ; but Epigenes, a great, an 
credible Author, according to Pliny, mention 



<>reat Experience « and have thereto added their 
uvv n furious RctlclAionsj defer vc to be highly re- 



modern Invention, and have greatly contributed 

to render our Altronomical Enquiries, of late 

Years, moit perfect, and exact. Whatever the 

Obfervations of the Babylonians were, they have 
.... .... / d 

ng to rliny, mentions 
Obfervations, made for the Space of feven hundred 
and twenty Years, and imprinted upon Squares 
of Brick; which, if it be true, mult rcac 1 back 
to a very early Antiquity. Thofe of which Gal- 
lifihenes, a Phtlofophcr in Alexander's Retinue, 
makes Mention, and of which he gave At ijlotlc 
an Account, took in 1 903 Years ; and coafequent- 
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ly, muft go back pretty near to the Deluge, and 
the Time of Nimrod's building the City of Baby- 
lon, call'd in Scripture, Babel, Gtn* x. 10. 

But, whoever they were to whom we are in- 
debted for it. Mankind are, certainly, under 
great Obligations, and ought accordingly to ac- 
knowledge as much, for the Benefits they have 
receiv'd, from the Labours, and curious Enquiries 
of thofe, who have contributed to the Difco very, 
or Improvement, of fo ufeful a Science ; a Sci- 
ence, not only of great Service to Agriculture, 
and Navigation, by the Knowledge it gives us of 
the regular Courfe of the Stars j and or the won- 
derful, conftant, and uniform Proportion of Days, 
Months, Seafons, and Years ; but even to Religion 
itfelfj with which, asPla 0 fliews, the Study of 
that Science has a very clofe, and neceffary Con- 
nexion ; as it dir-£Hy tends to infpirc us with 
reat Reverence to the Deity, . who, with an in- 
nice. Wifdom, prefides over the Government of 
the Univerle j and is prefent, and attentive to all 
our A&ions. But, at the fame Time, we cannot 
fufficiently deplore the Misfortune of thofe very 
Philofophers * who, by their curious Refearches, 
and aftronomical Enquiries, came fo very near 
their Great Creator, and yet were fo unhappy, as 
not to find him 5 becaufe they did not ferve, and 
adore him, as they ought to do; nor govern their 
Actions by the Rules, and Directions of that di- 
vine Pattern. 

In EfFeft, fo far were the Babylonians, and other 
Eafiern Philofophers, from fo doing ; ar d fo far 
was the Study of the Heavenly Bodies from lead- 
ing them, as it ought to have done, to the Know- 
ledge of him, who is both their Creator, and Di- 
rector ; that, for the moft Part, it carry'd them 
into impious Practices, and the Extravagancies of 
judicial jfjirohgy. So we term that deceitful, and 
prefumpiuous Science, which teaches us to judge 
of Things to come, by the Knowledge of Che 
Stars; and to foretel Events, by the Situation of 
the Planets, and by their different Afpe&s : A 
Science* juftly look'd upon as a Madnefs, and 
Folly, by all the moft feniible Writers among the 
Pagans them lei ves. 0 Delibet ationem inc/ ed> bi- 
le m I cries Cicero , where he is refuting the extra- 
vagant Opinions of thofe Aflrologcrs, frequently 
call'd Chaldeans, from the Country that firlr pro- 
duced them j who* in Confequence of the Obfer- 
vations made, as they affirm'd, by their Prcdeccf 
fors, upon all paft Events, for the Space of four 
hundred and feventy thoufand Years ; pretended 
to know afluredly, by the Afpect, and Combina- 
tion of the Stars* and Planets* at the Inftant of a 
Child's Birth* what would be his Genius,Temper, 
Manners* the Conftitution of his Body, his Ac- 
tions, and, in a Word, all the Events, and the 
Duration of his Life. 

In Effect, that great Roman detects a thoufand 
Abfurdities in this Opinion, the Extravagance 
whereof fufficiently eXpofes it to Contempt ; and 
a«ks, why, of all that vaft Number of Children, 
that are born on the fame Moment $ and* without 
Doubt, exactly under the Afpeft of the fame 
Scars, there are not two of them* whofe Lives, 
and Fortunes rcfemblc each other? He puts this 
farther Queftion, Whether all that great Number 
of Men, who periuVd at the Battle of Canrw, and 
dy'd one and the fame Death, were born wider the 
lame Conftcllauons* 
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One would hardly believe, that fo abfurd an 
Art, founded entirely upon Fraud, and Impofture, 
fraudulentiffima Jlrtium, as Pliny calls it; could 
ever have acquired fo much Credit, as this has ob- 
tain'd, throughout the whole World, and in all 
Ages- What has fupported, and brought it into 
fo great Vogue, continues that great Author, is, 
the natural Curiofitv Men have to penetrate into 
Futurity, and to know before-hand the Things 
that are to befal them ; accompany'd with a lu- 
perftitious Credulity, which finds itfelf agreeably 
flatter'd, with the large, and pleafing Promifes, of 
which thofe Fortune- Tellers are never fparing- 

Modern Writers $ and, among Others, two of 
our greateft Philofophers, Gajfe/tdi, and Robault, 
have inveigh'd againft the Folly of this pretended 
Science, with the fame Energy ; and have* 
demonftratively, prov'd it to be equally de- 
ftitute of the Principles, and of Experience. 
As for its Principles ; the Heavens, according 
to the Syftem of the Aftrplogers, are divided 
into twelve equal Parts : Which Parts are taken, 
not according to the Poles of trie World, but ac- 
cording to thofe of the Zodiack : Thcfe twelve 
Parts, orProportions of the Heavens, ha ve, each of 
them, their Attributes ; as Riches, Knowledge, Pa- 
rentage, the molt important, and deciflve 
Portion, i » that, which is next under the Hori- 
zon, and which is call'd the Afcendant; becaufe 
it is ready to afcend, and appear above the Ho- 
rizon* when a Man_ comes into the World : The 
Planets are divided into the propitious, the ma- 
lignant, and the mix'd : The AfpecTs of thefe 
Planets, which are only certain Diftances fiom 
one. another * are likewife, either happy, or un- 
happy* We lhaH fay nothing of fevcral or her 
Hypothefes, which are all equally arbitrary - 7 but 
we ask, whether any Man of common Senfc can 
give into them, upon the bare Word of thefe 
Impoftors, without any Proofs, or, even without 
the leaft Shadow of Probability ? 

The critical Moment, and that, on which all 
their Predictions depend, is that of the Birth. And 
why not as well the Moment of Conception? 
Why have the Stars no Influence during the nine 
Months of Child-bearing ? Or, is it pollible, con- 
(idering the incredible Rapidity of the Heaven's 
Motion, always to be fure of hitting the prccife, 
determinate Moment, without the lea it Variation 
more, or lefsj which is fufficient to overthrow 
all ? A Thoufand other Objections, or the fame 
Kind, might be made, which are altogether un- 
ahfwerable ; and which evidently demonftrate the 
Abfurdity of this Science. 

Thefe pretended Aftrologers have {till lefs Rca- 
foh to flatter thcrnfclves upon their Experience : 
If they have any, it mult cbnfift in Oblervations 
taken of Events, that have always come to pafs 
in the fame Manner, whenever the Planets were 
found, in the fame Situation. Now, it is unani- 
moiifly agreed, by all Aftronomcrs, that feveral 
Thoufands of Years muft pafs, before any fucli 
Situation of the Stars, as they would imagine, can 
twice happen : Arid it is very certain, that the 
State, in which the Heavens wil» be To morrow, 
has never yet been fince the Creation of the Wo rid. 
The Reader may confult the two Philofophers 
above-mcntiouYi, upon this Head ; particularly, 
Gii[pndi,\\ ho has treated this Subject very copioiifly: 
But fuch, and no'bcitt-r, arc the Foundations, up- 
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on which the whole Structure of judicial djtrology 
is built. 

Bur, what is moft aftoni thing, and fhews an 
abfclute Want of all Reafon, is, that many pre- 
tended Wits, who obftinately harden themfelvcs 
againlt the molt convincing Proofs of Religion, 
and who refufe to believe even the clearelt, and 
moft certain Prophecies, upon the Word of God, 
will frequently give entire Credit to the vain Pre- 
dictions of theie Aftrologers, and Irnpoftors. 

However, St. jiuflin, in feveral Paflages of his 
Writings, gives us to under ftand, that this ftupid, 
and facrilegious Credulity, is a juft Chaftifement 
from the Almighty, who frequently puniflieth the 
voluntary Blindnefs of Men, by inflicting a Hill 
reater Blindnefs on them; and uho fuffers evil 
pirits, (ihat they may keep their Servants ftill 
falter in their Nets) fomecimcs to foretel Things, 
which do really come to pafs, and the Expecta- 
tion whereof, very often ferves only to add to their 
Ui^eafinefs, and Mifery. 

God, who alone fore fees future Contingencies, 
and Events, becaufe he alone is the fovereign 
Bifpofer, and Oirector of them j frequently, in 
Scripture, reviles the Ignorance of the Babylonian 
Aitrologers, fo much boafted of, calling them 
Forgers of Lies, and Falfhoods : He, moreover, 
defies all their falfe Gods to foretel any Thing 
whatfoever ; and confents, if they do, that they 
fhould be worfhipp'd as Gods. Then, addrefling 
himfelf to the City of Babylon, he particularly 
declares all the Circumftances of the Mife ies, with 
which fhe was to be overwhelm'd above two hun- 
dred Yeais after that Prediction ; and that none of 
her Prognofticators, who had flatter'd her wirh 
the Affuiances of a perpetual Grandeur, they 
preten ed to have read in the Stars, fhould be 
able to avert the Judgment, 01 even to forefee 
the T.n.e cf its Accon.phlhment. 

Indeed, how fliould they j fince, at the very 
Time of its Execution, when ke(fi)uzzat , the la ft 
King of Babylon, faw a Hand con.c out of the 
Wall, and write unknown Characters thereon; the 
Magi, Chaldeans, and, in a Word, all the pre- 
tended Sages ot the Country, were not able fo 
much as to read the Writing here then we fee 
Aftrology, a: d Magic, convicted ot Ignorance, 
and Impotence, in the very Pla^c where they were 
molt in Vogue; and on an Occafion, when it was, 
certainly,, their Intercft, to difplay the utmoft of 
their pretended Art, and Science. 

But, leaving the Believers in this pretended 
Science to their Folly, U't us proceed to a more 
importantArticle, which is the Religion, if Idola- 
can be fo call'd, of the ancient ha/tern Nations. 
Of this Idolatry there were innumerable Kinds j 
the moft ancient, and general of which was that 
wherein the Sun and Moon were the Objects of 
divine Worihip. Ibis Idolatry was founded upon 
a miitaken Gratitude ; which, infttad of afegnaing 
up to the Deity, ttopp'd Ihort at the Veil, which 
both cover'd, and dilcover'd him. With the leaft 
Reflexion, or Penetration, they might have dif- 
fered the Sovereign, who commanded, from the 
Miniiter, who did but obey his Mandates. 

Mankind, in all Ages, have been fen libly con- 
vinced, of the Necellity of an Intercourse between 
God and them ; and Adoration fuppofes God to 
he both attentive to our Deft res, and capable of 
fulfilling then) : iiuc the Diilancc of the Sun, and 
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of the Moon, is an Obftacle to this Intercourse. 
Therefore, foolilh Men endeavour'd to remedy 
this Inconvenience, by laying their Hands upon 
their Mouths; and then lifting them up to thofe 
falfe Gods, in order to tcftify that they would be 
glad to unite themfeives to them, but that they 
could not. This was that impious Cuftom, f 0 
prevalent throughout all the Eaji, from which 
Job eiteem'd himfelf happy to have been pre- 
fer v'd : 1/ I beheld the Sun when it Jhin?d> or the 
Aloon walking in Brightnefs : <<4nd my Heart hath 
been fecretly enticed, or my Mouth bath hjfed my 
Hand. 

The Perfians ador'd the Sun ; and particularly, 
when rifing, with the profouiiddft Veneration. To 
him they dedicated a magnificent Chariot, with 
Horfes of the greateft Beauty, and Value, as we 
have feen in the irately ProceHion of Cyrus. (The 
fame Ceremony was pradtis'd by the Babylonians ; 
of whom fome impious Kings of Judah borrowed 
it, and brought it into FalejtincS) Sometimes they 
likewife facrifie'd Oxen to this God, who was 
known amongft them by the Name of M it bra. 

The particular Veneration they likewife paid 
to the Element of Fire, was a natural Confe- 
quence of their worfhipping the Sun 9 whereof it 
was a Type, or Symbol. They always invok'd 
that Element, rirft, in their Sacrifices, and carry'd 
it with great Refpect, before the King, in all 
his Marches. They had a facred Fire, which, 
as they pretended, came down from Heaven j the 
Keeping of which they would intrult with none 
but the Magi ; and which, had it been fuffcr'd 
to go out, would have been look'd upon as the 
greatelt of Misfortunes* 

accordingly, Hiftory informs us, that the Em- 
peror Heraclius, when he was at VV ar with the 
Perfians, in order to give them the moft ft nfibie 
Mortification, demon fli'd feve al of their Tem- 
ples j and particularly, the Chapel, in which the 
facred Fire had been preferv'd till that Time $ 
which occafion'd great Mounting, and Lamenta- 
tions, throughout the whole Country. The Per* 
fians likewiie honoured the Water, the Earthy 
and the Winds % as fo rmnv Deities. 

The cruel Ceremony or making Children pad 
through the Fire, was, undoubtedly, a < on Sequence 
of the horrid Worfhip paid to that Element : For 
this Fire-Wbrfliip was common to the Baby fani w\ 9 
and Perfians. The Scripture pofitively ia)s of the 
People of Me/ pot ami a 9 who were fe»t, as a Co- 
lony, into the Country of the Samaritans^ that 
they cattfed their Child* en to pafs through the Fire* 
It is well known how common this barbarous U- 
fage was grown in many Provinces of jtfla* 

But, befides thefe, the Verfiam had two Gods 
of a more extraordinary Nature \ namely, Ore 
mafdes, and Arimanius\ the former of which they 
look'd upon as the Author of all the BI effing.** 
and gooa Things, that happened to them ; and 
the latter, as the Author of all the Evils where- 
with they were afflicted : We (hall give a large 
Account of thefe Deities, in the Sequel. 

TheJrV fians 9 at firft, erected ncichcrStatucs,Tern- 
ples, nor Altars ; but ofTer'd their Sacrifices in the 
open Air, and, generally, on the 1bps of Hills, 
or on high Places. It was in the open Fields* 
that Cyrus acquitted himfelf of that religious 
Duty, when he made the pompous, and folerrm 

Proccflion, already dcfcrib'dt and it is fuppo6 f d f 

to 
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to have been through the Advice, nnd In (ligation 
of the Magi> that Xerxes, that Tyrant of the Per- 
pans, burnt all the Grecian Temples, cfteemi: g 
it injurious to the Majefty of God, to Ihut him 
up within Walls ; to whom all Things are open, 

and to whom the whole World fliould be reckoi.'d 
but as an Houfe, and Temple. 

It was the Opinion, However, of Cicero, that 
the Greeks, and Romans, acted more wifely than 
the Perjians, in that they erected Temples, and 
thereby fuppos'd their Gods to refide among 
them i which was a proper Way to infpirc the 
People with Sentiments of Religion, and Piety : 
But Carro was not of the fame Opinion : ( St. 
Aujlin has prefer v'd that Palfage ot his, which 
informs us of this Particular. ) After having 
obferv'd, that the Romans had worfhip'd their 
Gods without Statues, or Images, for above an 
hundred and feventy Years, he adds, that, if they 
had ltill prefer v'd that ancient Cuftom, their 
Religion would have been the purer, and freer 
from Corruption : Quod Ji ad hue manfijjet, caflius 
J) if objervarentur : And, to confirm his Senti- 
ments, he cites the Example of the Jews. 

What was commendable, however, in the Laws 
of the Perfians, was, that they fuffer'd no Man to 
confine the Motive of his Sacrifices to any private, 
or domeftick Intereft. This was a fine Way of 
attaching all particular Perfons to the public k 
Good ; by teaching them, that they ought never 
to facrifice for themfelves alone, but for the King, 
and the whole State; wherein every Man was 
comprehended with the Reft of his Fellow-Citi- 
zens. 

The Magi were the Guardians of all the Cere- 
mo ries relating to their Worfhip 5 and it was to 
them the People had Recourfe, in order to be 
inftru&cd therein ; and to know on what Days, 

Co what Gods, and after what Manner, they were 
to offer their Sacrifices. As thefe Mugs were all 
of one Tribe, and that none, but the Son of a 
Prieft, could pretend to the Honour of the Pricft- 
hood, they kept all their Learning, and Know- 
ledge, whether in religious, or political Concerns, 
Co themfelves, and their Families^ ; nor was it 
lawful for them to initrudt any Stranger in thofe 
Matters, without the King's Pcrmifhon. This 
Permiflion was granted in Favour of Tbemifioc/es; 
and was, according to Plutarch, a particular Ef- 
fect of the Prince's great Consideration for that 
Great Grecian. 

This Knowledge, and Skill, in religious 
Matters, which made Plato define Magic, or 
the Learning of the Magi, the Art of worship- 
ping the Gods in a becoming Manner, gave the 
Magi great Authority, both over the Prince, and 
People ; who could offer no Sacrifice without their 
Prelence, and Afliftance. 

What was yet more, before a Prince, in Perfia, 
could come to the Crown, he was oblig'd to re- 
ceive Inllruction', for a certain Time, from fome 
of the Magi, and to learn of them, both the Art 
of reigning, and that of worfhipping the Gods, 
after a proper Manner. Nor did he determine 
any important Affair of State, when he was upon 
the Throne, without taking their Advice, and 
Opinion, before-hand : For which Reafon, Pliny 
fays, that, even in his Time, they were look'd 
ll pon 5 in all the Eaftem Countries, as the Matters, 
and Dire£lors of Princes; and of thofe, who ftiPd 



themfelves the Kings of Kings j a Title due only 
to the Almighty. 

Thefe were the Sages, the Philofophcrs, and 
Men of Learning, amongfl the Per fians ; as, the 
Gymnofophijls , and Et achmans, were amongfl: the 
Indians - y and the Druids, among the Gauls. Their 
great Reputation made People come from the 
mod diftanc Countries, to be inftructed bv them 
in Philofophy, and Religion 5 and we are affur'd, 
it was from them, Pythagoras borrow'd the Prin- 
ciples of that Learning, which procured him fo 



muth Veneration, and Refpeft among the G reeks ; 
excepting only his Doctrine of Tran/migration, 
which he leafn'd of the Egyptians ; and by which 
he corrupted, and debas'd the ancient Doctrine of 
the Magi, concerning the Immortality 0/ 'the Soul, 
a Principle they always held. 

It is generally agreed, that Zoroajlres was the 
original Author, and Founder of this Sect : But 
Authors are pretty much divided in their Opini- 
ons, about the Time in which he liVd. What 
Pliny fays upon this Head, may reafonably ferve 
to reconcile this Variety of Opinions, as is very 
judicioufly obferv'd by Dr. Prideaux. We read in 
that Author, that there were two Peribns nanvd 
Zoroqftres, between whofe Lives there might be 
the Diftance, perhaps, of fix hundred Years. The 
firft of thefe was the Founder of the Sect of the 
Magi, about the Year of the World 2900 ; and 
the latter, who, certainly, flourifh'd between the 
Beginning of the Reign of Cyrus, in the Eajl> and 
the End of that of Darius, Son of Hyfiafpes, was 
the Reftorer, and Reformer thereof. 

Throughout all the Eajfern Countries, Idolatry 
was divided into two principal Seels; that of the 
S a deans, who ador'd Images ; and that of the 
Magi, who worfhip'd Fire. The former of chefe 
Sects firft fprung up amongfl: the Chaldeans-, who, 
from the Knowledge they had of Aftxonorny, 
and their particular Application to the Study of 
the feveral Planets, which they believ'd to be in- 
habited by fo many Intelligences, who were to 
thofe Orbs what the Soul ot Man is to his Body, 
were indue'd to reprefent Satwn, Jupiter, M rs, 
Apollo, Mercury, Venus, and Diana, or the Moon, 
by fo many Images, or Statues 5 in which they 
imagin'd, thofe pretended Intelligences, or Dei- 
ties, were as really prefenr, as in the Planets 
themfelves. In Time, the Number of their Gods 
confiderably increased; and this Image- Worfhip 
from Cbalaea fpread itfclf throughout all the Eaflt 
from whence it pafs'd into Egypt \ and, at length, 
came among the Greeks,who propagated it through 

all the mt tern Nations. 

To this Sect of the Sabeans, that of the Magi, 
which alfo took its Rife in the fame Eafttrn 
Countries, was diametrically oppofite. Thefe Afa- 
gi utterly abhorr'd Images, and worfliipp'd God 
only under the Form of Fire j looking upon that, 
on Account of its Purity, Brightness, Activity, 
Subtilty, Fecundity, and Incorruptibility, as the 
moft perfect Symbol, or Reprefcntation of the 
Deity. Ihey began firft in Perfia j and there, 
and in India, were the only Places where this 
Sect was propagated, and where they remain even 
to this Day. Their chief Doctrine was, that there 
were two Principles , one the Caufe of all Good, 
and the other the Caufe of all Evil. The former 
is rcprcfentcd by Light, and the other by Dark- 
nefs, as their trucft Symbols. The good God 

they 
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they name Tazdan, and Ormttzd, and the evil 
God Abraman. The former is, by the Greeks, 
call'd Oromafdes, and the latter slrimanius. And 
therefore, when Xerxes pray'd, that it might be 
put into the Minds of all nis Enemies, to drive 
away their beft, and braveft Men, as the Atheni- 
ans had Themifiocles, he addrefs'd his Prayer to 
Arimanius, the evil God of the Per/fans, and not 
to Oromafdes, their good Deity. 

Concerning thefe two falfe Deities, they had 
thefe different Opinions; that, whereas, fome 
held, both of them to have been from all Eter- 
nity ; others contended, that the .good God only 
was eternal, and the other was created. But they 
both agreed in this, that there will be a conti- 
nual Oppofition between thefe two, till the End 
of the World : That then the good God lhall 
overcome the evil One; and that, from that Time, 
each of them mall have his World to himfelf ; 
that is, the good God, his World, with all good 
Men with him ; and the evil God, his, with all 
the evil Ones with him. 

The fecond Zoroajires, who liv ? d in the Time 
of Darius, undertook to reform fome Articles, in 
the Religion of the Sect of the Magi ; which, for 
feveral Ages, had been the predominant Religion 
of the Medes, and Perfians ; but, fince the Death 
of Smtrdisy and his chief Confederate, and the 
Maffacre, that was made of their Adherents, and 
Followers, was fallen into great Contempt. 'Tis 
thought, this pretended Reformer made his firft 
Appearance in Lebatana, the chief City of Me- 
dia. 

The chief Reformation he made in the Reli- 
ion of the Magi, was in the firft Principle of it. 
_ or, whereas, before chey had held the Being of 
the two firft Caufes ; the firft Light, who was the 
Author of all Good; and the other Darknefs, 
who wa6 the Author of all Evil ; and that, of the 
Mixture of thefe two, as they were in a continual 
Straggle u ith each other, all Things were made ; 
he then introduc d a Principle fuperior to them 
both, one oupream God, who created both Light, 
and Darknefs ; and who, out of thefe two Prin- 
ciples, made all otherThings according to his own 

Will, and Plcafure. 

But, to avoid making God the Author of Evil, 
his Doclrine was, that there was one Supream 
Being, independent, and felf-cxifting from all E- 
ternity : That, under him there were two Angels* 
one the Angel of Light, who is the Author of all 
Good j and the other the Angel of Darknefs, who 
is the Author of all Evil : That thefe two out of 
the Mixture of Light, and Darknefs, made all 
Things that are; that they are in a perpetual 
Struggle with each other ; and that where the 
Angel of Light prevails, there Good reigns ; and 
where the Angel of Darknefs prevails, there E/il 
takes Place : That this Struggle fhall continue to 
the End of the World j that then there fhall be 
a general Refurre&ion, and a Day of Judgment, 
wherein all (hall receive a juft Retribution, ac- 
cording to their Works. That, after this, the An- 
gel of Darknefs, and his Difciples, (hall go into 
a World of their own, where they (hall (uffer in 
cverlafting Darknefs, the Punimments of their 
evil Deeds ; and the Anvel of Light, and his Dif- 
ciples, (hall go into a World of their own, where 
they (hall receive 'in cverlafting Light, the Re- 
ward due unto their good Deeds i that, from that 




Time, they (hall remain feparated for ever > and 
Light, and Darknefs be no more mix'd together, 
to all Ecernicy.- And all this the Remainder of 
that Se£r, which is now in Perfia, and India, ftill 
hold, even to this Day, without any Variation, 
after fo many Ages. 

it would be needltfs to inform the confiderate 
Reader, that, almoft every one of thefe Articles* 
though altered in many Circum fiances, do, in ge- 
neral, agree with the Doctrine of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; with which, it plainly appears, the two 
Zoroaflres were* well acquainted ; it being eafy 
for both of them to have had an Intercourfe, or 
perfonal Acquaintance with the People of God, 
the firft of them in Syria, where the Ifraelites 
had been long fettled 5 the latter at Babylon, to 
which Place the fame People were carry 'd Cap- 
tive; arid where Zproafires might confer with 
Daniel himfelf* who was in very great Power* 
and Credit, in the Court of the Peifian Mo- 
narchs. 

Another Reformation, made by Zoroaflres in 
the ancient Religion of the Magi, was, that he 
caus'd Temples to be built, wherein their facred 
Fires were carefully, and conttantly preferv'dj 
and efpecially, that which he pretended himfelf 
to have brought aown from Heaven. Over this 
the Priefts kept a perpetual Watch, Night, and 
Day, to prevent its being extinguifli'd ; which, 
as we have already obferv'd, would have been 
look 'd upon as the greateit of Misfortunes. 

Having faid fo much of the Religion of the 
Raft em Nations, which is an Article, we thought 
ourfelves oblig'd to enlarge upon, becaufe we 
look upon it, as an eflentialParc of their Hiltory* 
we (hall be fore'd to treat of their other Cuftoms 
with the greater Brevity ; amongft which, their 
Marriages, and Burials, are too material, to be 
palVd over in Silence. 

Nothing can be more (hocking, or give us a 
greater Idea, of the profound Darknefs into which 
Idolatry had plung'd Mankind, than the publick 
Proftitution of Women at Babylon ; which was not 
only authoriz'd by Law, but even commanded, 
by the Religion of the Country, upon a certain 
Feftival of the Year, celebrated in Honour of the 
Goddcfs Fenusy under the Name of My lit t a-, whofe 
Temple, b> Means of this infamous Ceremony, 
became a Brothel, or Place of the moft abomi- 
nable Debauchery. This wicked Cuftom was (till 
in bejng, when the Ifraelites were carry*d captive 
to that criminal City ; for which Reafon, the 
Prophet j eremiah thought lit, to caution," and 
admonifh them againft To crying, and detc (table 
a S-n. 

Nor had the Perfians any better Notion of the 
Dignity, and Sacrednefs of the Matrimonial In- 
(htution, than the Babylonians* We do not mean 
only with Regard to that incredible Multitude of 
Wives, and Concubines, with which their Kings 
fill'd their Seraglio's; and of which they were as 
jealous, as if 1 hey had not had more than one ) keep- 
ing them all Ihut up in feparate Aparrmenrs, un- 
der a ftnet Uuard of Eunuchs; without fuifering 
them to have any Communication with one auo- 
th r, much lefs with Puifons without-doors ; but 
it lrril.es a Man with horror, to read how far 
they nc-gleiltd the moft common Laws of Nature. 
li.vvn In clr with a Sifter, was allow VI amongft 

them, by their Laws) or, at lea ft, authored uy 

their 
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their Magi 3 thofe pretended Sages of Perfta, as wc 
Jiave feen in che Hiftory of Cambyfcs : Nor did even 
a Father refpedt his own Daughcer, or a Mother 
the Son of her own Body. 

Accordingly we read in Plutarch, that Paryfatts, 
the Mother of Attaxerxes Jbfnemo?/, who Itrovc in 
all Things to plcafe the King her Son, perceiving 
that he had conceived a violent Pal lion for one of 
his own Daughters, calTd Atojfa, was fo far from 
oppofing his unlawful Defire, that Ihe herfelf ad- 
vilcd him to marry her, and make her his lawful 
Wife; and laugh'd at the Maxims and Lawsof che 
Grecians, which taught the Contrary. For, fays 
ihe to him, carrying her Flattery to a monltrous 
Excefs, Are not you your felf fit by God over tht 
Perfians, as the only Law and Rule of zvhat is be- 
coming or unbecoming, virtuous or vicious? Could 
there be a more abominable Doctrine I 

Nor was this dctellable Cultom abolifhed 'till 
the Time of Alexander the Great j who, being be- 
come Mafter ofPcrfta, by the Overthrow and Death 
Darius, made an exprefs Law to fupprefs it. Thefe 
Enormities may ferve to teach us from what an 
Abyfs the Gofpel has deliver'd us; and how weak 
a Barrier human Wifdom is, of it felf, a gain ft the 
moft extravagant and abominable Vices. 

We fhali finifh this Article by faying a Word or 
two, concerning their Manner of burying their 
Dead : It was not the Cuftom of the Eajicrn Na- 
tions, and efpecially of the Perftans, to erect fune- 
ral Piles for the Dead, and to con fume their Bo- 
dies in the Flames. Accordingly we find that 
Cyrus, when he was going to dye took Care to 
charge his Children to interr his Body, and to re- 
ftore it to the Earth: This was his very Expreffion ; 
by which he feemed to declare, that he look'd up- 
on the Earth as the original Parent , from whence he 
fprung, and to which he ought to return. And 
when Cambyfes had ofFer'd a thoufand Indignities 
to the dead Body of Am aft s, King of Egypt, he 
thought he crown'd all by caufiog it to be burnt ; 
which was equally contrary to the Egyptian and 
Pcrftan Manner of treating che Dead : 1c was the 
Cuftom of the latter, to wrap up their Dead in 

Wax, in Order to keep them the longer from Cor- 
ruption. 

VVe thought proper to give the larger Account 
in this PJace or the Manners and Culloms of the 
Perfians, becaufc the Hiltory of that People takes 
up a great Part of this Work; and, becaufe we 
ftall fay no more on that Subject in the Sequel. 
When we compare the Pcrftans, as they were 
Cyrus and during his Reign, with what 
they were afterwards, in the Rcign3 of his Succef- 
,^rs, wc can hardly believe they were the fame 
people : And we fee an evident Illuftration of this 
T ruth, that a Degeneracy and Corruption of Man- 
ors, in any State, is always attended with a Dc- 
ca >* of Empire and Dominion. 

Among many other Caufes, that occafioncd the 
fkclenfion of the Pet ft an Empire, the four follow- 
ing may be look'd upon, as the principal: Their 



Pride, wc need only conlidcr, that what mack- t!v 
Pcrftan Troops-, in che Time of Cyru^ be Jook\i 
upon as invincible, was ,the temperate Life, and 
hard Fare, to which they accuftom'd from their 
Infancy ; having nothing but Water for their or- 
dinary Drink j Bread and Roots lor their Eacinc- 
the Ground, or fomething as hard, to lye upon, 
and inuring thcmfelvcs to the in oft painful Ivxer- 
cifes and Labours, and ciieeming the greateft Dan- 
gers as nothing. The Nature of the Count rv, 
where they were born, w hich was rough, moun- 
tainous and woody, might fomewhat contriburc 
to their Hardinefs ; for w hich Reafon C)*us would 
never confent to the Project of tranfplantinp 



nefo 



«xcefTi V e Luxury and Pride ; the abjcftSubmiffion 
*nu Slavery of die SubjeftB ; the wretched Educa- 
tion of their Princes, which was the Source of all 
Uietr Irregularities ; and their Want of Sincerity 
v vith Refpecl: to the Execution of their Treaties, 
and the Obfcrvations of their Oaths and Engaec- 
'nents. 

To (hew the fatal Effects of their Luxury, and 



roject or transplanting 
them into a more mild and agreeable Climate. 
Befides, the excellent Manner of educating the an- 
cient Perfians, of which we have already given a 
lufficient Account, and which was not left to the 
Humours and Fancies of Parents, but was fubjeft 
to the Authority and Direction of the Ma gift rates, 
and regulated upon Principles of the publick Good, 
prepared them for obferving, in all Places, and at 
all Times, a moft exact and fevere Difcipline. 
Add to this the Influence of the Prince's Example, 
who made it his Ambition to furpalL all his Sub- 
jects in Regularity , was the molt abftemious and 
icber in his Eating and Drinking ; the plaincft in 
his Drefs - 7 the molt inur'd and aecuftonV d to Hard- 
fhipsand Fatigues, ; as well as the Bfavcft and moft 
Intrepid in Time of Action. What might not be 
expected from Soldiers fofornvd and fo train'd up ? 
By them, therefore, we find, Cyrus conquered a 
great Part of the World. 

^ When his Victories were over, he ftill exhorted 
his Army and People, not to degenerate from theii 
ancient Virtue, that they might not eclipfc the 
Glory they had acquired, but carefully toprefervc 
that Simplicity, Sobriety, Temperance, and Love 
of Labour, which were the Means by which they 
had obtained it. But we do not know, whether 
Cyrus himfelf did not at that very Time, fow the 
firft Seeds of that Luxury, which quickly orer- 
fprcad and corrupted the whole Nation. In that 
auguft Ceremony, which wc have already defcribed 
at large, and on which he firft (hewed himfelf in 
Publick to his new conquered Subjects, he thought 
proper, in Order to highten the Splendor of his 
regal Dignity, to make a pompous Difplay of all 
the Magnificence and Show, that could be contriv'd 
to dazzle the Eyes of the People. Among other 
Things, he changed his own Apparel, as alfo that 
of his Officers; giving them all Garments made 
after the Fafhion of the Mcdes % richly mining with 
Gold and Purple, inftcad of their Pcrftan Cfoaths, 
which were very plain and fi mple. 

This Prince feem'd to have forgot how eonta- 
ous the Example of a Court is ; as alfo the natural 
Inclination all Men have to value and eftccm what 
pleafes the Rye, and makes a fine Show ; how glad 
they are to diftinguifli thcmfelvcs above others, by 
a falfc Merit, calily attained, in Proportion to the 
Degrees of Wealth and Van icy, a Man has above his 
Neighbours ; he forgot how capable all this toge- 
ther was of corrupting the Purity of their ancient 
Manners; and of introducing, by Degrees, a gene- 
ral predominant Tafle lor Extravagance and 
Luxury. 

Thefe were in Time carried to fuch an Excefs, 
as was lite le better than downright Mndncfs. The 
Prince carried in the Wars all his Wives alone; 

M rn with 
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with him j and what an Equipage fuch a Troop 
mull be attended with, is eafy to judge. All his 
Generals and Officers followed his Example, each 
in Proporcion to his Rank and Ability* Their 
Pretence for fo doing was, that the Sight of what 
they held moft dear and precious in the World, 
would encourage them to fight wich the greater 
Refolucion : But the true Reafon was the Love of 
Plcafure, with which they were overcome, before 
they came to engage wich the Enemy. 

Another Inllance of their Folly was, that they 
carried their Luxury and Extravagance in the Ar- 
my, wich Refpect to their Tents, Chariots, and 
Diet, to a greater Excefs, if poifiblc, than they 
did in their Cities- The fineft Meats, the rareit 
Birds, and the molt exquifite Dainties muft needs 
be found for the Prince, in what Part of the World 
foever he was incamped. They had their Veffeis 
of Gold and Silver, without Number ; Inftruments 
of Luxury, fays a certain Hiltorian, nor of Victory, 
proper to draw on and enrich an Enemy, but not to 
repel, or defeat him. 

We cannot fee what Reafons Cyaus could have 
for changing his Conduct, in the laft Years of his 
Life. It mult be owned, indeed, that the Station 
of Kings requires a fuitable Grandeur and Magni- 
ficence 5 which may, on certain Occalions, be car- 
ried even to a Degree of Pomp and Splendor. But 
Princes, chat are poflefs'd of a real and folid Me- 
rit, have a thoufand Ways, of making up what they 
may feem to lofe,by retrenching fome Part of their 
outward State and Magnificence. 

Gyrus himfelf had found by Experience, that a 
King is more fure of gaining Kefpeft from his 
People, by the Wifdom of his Conduct, than by 
the Greatnefs of his Expences ; and that Affection 
and Confidence produce a clofer Attachment in 
them to his Perfon, than a vain Admiration of un- 
neceflary Pomp and Grandeur. Be this as it will, 
the laft Example of Cyrus became very contagious. 
A Tafte for Vanity ar.d Ex pence firft prevailed at 
Court, then fpread itfelf into the Cities and Pro- 
vinces, and in a little Time infected the whole 
Nation ; and was one of the principal Caufes of 
the Ruin of that Empire, which he himfelf had 

founded. 

What is here faid of the fatal Effects of Luxury, 
is not peculiar to the Per/tan Empire. The moft 
judicious Hiftorians, the moft learned Philofophcrs, 
and the profoundeft Politicians , all lay it down as 
a certain, indifputable Maxim, that, where-cver 
luxury prevails, ic never fails to deftroy the moft 
flouriftiing States and Kingdoms; and the Expe- 
rience of all Ages, and all Nations, does but too 
clearly demonftrate this Maxim j and it will be 
happy for us, if we do not facally prove the Truth 
thereof, fince Luxury never prevailed fo much 
amongft us ns at pre fen t, 

What then is thisfubtle and fecrct Poifon, that 
thus lurks under the Pomp of Luxury, and the 
Charms of Plcafure, and is capable of enervating, 
at the fame 'l ime, both the whole Strength of the 
Body, and the Vigour of the Mind ? It is not very 
difficult to account for irs having had this terrible 
Effect. When Men are accuftom'd to a foft and 
voluptuous Life, can they be very fit for under- 
going th- f atigues and Hardihips of War? Are 
they qualify'd lor fuflering the Rigour of the 
Seaionr, j fur enduring Hunger and Third; for 
pafiu»g whole Nights without Sleep, upon Occa- 
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(ion ; for going through continual Excrcife anc 
Action ; for facing Danger, and defpifing Death 3 
The natural Effect of Voluptuoufnefs and Deli 
cacy, which are the inseparable Companions 0 
Luxury, is to render Men iubject. to a thoufant 
falfe Wants and Necellicies ; to make their Happj. 
nefs depend upon a thoufand trifling Convenience 
and Superfluities, which they can no longer dem 
themfelves ; and to give them an unreafonabJe 
Fondnefsfor Life, on Account of a thoufand fee ret 
Ties and Engagements, that endear it to them 
and which by trifling in them the great Motives 
of Glory, of Zeal for their Prince, and Love fo r 
their Country, render them fearful and cowardly <: 
and hinder them from expofing themfelves to 
Dangers, which may in a Moment deprive them 
of all thofe Things, wherein they place their Fe- 
licity. 

We are afTured by Plato, that the abject Submif- 
iiou, and Slavery of the Per/fans, was one of the 
Caufes of the Declenfion of that Empire. And, 
indeed, what contributes moft to the Prefervation 
of States, and renders their Arms victorious, is not 
the Number, but the Vigour and Courage of their 
Armies : And, as it was finely faid by one of the 
Ancients, from the Day a Man Iqfeth his Liberty % 
he lofeth one Half of his ancient Virtue. He is no 
longer concerned for the Profperi ty of of the State, 
to which he looks upon himfelf as an Alien ; and 
having loft the principal Motives of his Attach- 
ment to it, he becomes indifferent about the Suc- 
cefs of rjublick Affairs, or about the Glory or Wel- 
fare or his Country, in which his Circumftances 
allow him to claim no Share, and by which his 
own private Condition is not altered, or im- 
proved. 

It may truly be faid, that the Reign of Gyrus 
was a Reign of Liberty. That Prince never acted 
in an arbitrary Manner ; nor did he think, that a 
defpotic Power was worthy of a King ; or that 
there was any great Glory in ruling an Empire of 
Slaves. His Tent was always open ; and free Ac- 
cefs allowed to every one, that had a Mind to 
fpeak with him. He lived not retired, but was 
vifible, accefliblc, and affable Co all ; he heard 
their Complaints, and with his own Eyesobferved 

and rewarded Merit j inviting to his Table, not 
only his General Officers, and Prime Minifters, but 
even the fubaltern Officers, and fbmecimes whole 
Companies of Soldiers. The Simplicity and Fru- 
gality of his Repafts made him capable of giving 
luch Entertainments frequently. His Aim therein 
was to animate his Officers and Soldiers j to infpire 
them with Courage and Rcfolution, to attach them 
to his Perfon rather than to his Dignity ; and to 
make them warmly cfpoufe his Gjory, and ftill 
more the Intereft and Profpericy of the State. This 
is what may be called the Arc of truly governing, 
and commanding. 

In reading Xenof>hon y with what Plea fure do wc 
obferve, not only thole fine Turns of Wir, that 
Juftncfs and Ingenuity in their Anfwcrs and Re- 

f>artees, that Delicacy in Jcfting and Rallerv, but 
ikewife that amiable ChcarfuTnefu, and Gaiety* 
which enlivened their Entertainments ; from which 
all Vanity and Luxury were baniflied ; and in 
which the principal Scafoning was a decent and 
becoming brtcdnm, which prevented all Con* 
ftraint; and a Kind of Familiarity, which was io 
far from lcilcning their Re (peer for the Prince, thai 
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it gave fuch a Life and Spirit to it, as nothing but 
a real Affection and Ter.dernefs could produce. 

We may venture to fay, that by fuch a Conduct 
lib this, a Prince doubles and trebles his Army at a 
fniall Expence. Thirty Thoufand Men of this 
Sort are preferable to Millions of fuch Slaves, as 
che Perfoans became afterwards. In the Time 
of Action, on a decifive Day of Battle, this Truth 
is eaiily perceived ; and the Prince is more fenllbic 
of it than any Body elfe. In his Defcription of the 
Battle of Thymbraa, when the Horfe of Cyrus fell 
under him, Xenophon takes Notice how much it con- 
cerns a Commander to be loved by his Soldiers. 
The Danger of the King's Person became the Dan- 
ger of the Army 5 and his Troops gave incredible- 
Proofs of their Courage and Bravery, when fight- 
ing: for their Prince's Safety. 

ut the greateft Part of his Succeflbrs did not be- 
have in the fame Manner: Their only Aim was to 
caufe themfelves to be revered ; and we muft con- 
fefs, their outward Ornaments and Enfigns of 
Royalty did not a little contribute thereto. A 
Purple Robe richly embroidered, and hanging 
down to their Feet; a Tiara, worn upright on cheir 
Heads, with an imperial Diadem round about it, 
a golden Scepter in their Hands, a magnificent 
Throne, a numerous and fliining Court, a Multi- 
tude of Officers and Guards > thefe Things muft 
needs contribute to heighten the Splendor of regal 
Majefty; but all this, when this is all, is little to 
be regarded. What is that King in Reality, who 
lofes all his Merit, and his Dignity, when he puts 
off his Ornaments ? 

Moft of the Eajiern Princes, in Order to make 
themfelves the more reverenced, were generally 
fhut up in their Palaces* and feldom feen by their 
Subjects. We have already feen, that Dejoces % 
the firft King of the Medes, at his Acceflion to the 
Throne, intodue'd this Policy ; which afterwards 
became very common in all the Eajiern Countries. 
But 'tis a great Milrake, to imagine that a Prince 
cannot defcend from his Grandeur, by a Sort of 
Familiarity, without debating or lelfening his 
Greatnefs. Artaxetxes did not think fo ; and 
Plutarch obferves, that that Prince, and Queen 
Statira, his Wife, took a Pleafure in being vifible, 
and of eafy Accefs to their People : And by fo 
doing they were but the more refpected by 
them. 

Again, among the Ferftans, no Subject what- 
focver was allowed to appear in the King's Pre- 
sence without proftrating himfclf before him ; and 
this Law, which Seneca with good Reafon calls a 

Perjian Slavery, Pcrjicam Seivitutem, extended 
likewife to Foreigners. We fliall find, hereafter, 

that feveral Grecians refilled to comply with it; 
looking upon fuch a Ceremony as derogatory to 
•Men, born and bred in a Country which enjoyed 
Liberty. Some of them, lets fcrupulous, did lub- 
*m t to it, but not without great Reluctancy : And 
we are told, that One of them, in Order to cover 
Jhe Shame of fuch a fervile Proftration, purpofely 
let fall hi s Ring, when he came near the King, 
tnut he might have Oceafion to bend his Body on 
another Account. But it would have been crimi- 
nal for any of the Natives of the Country, to hefi- 
tate or deliberate about an Homage, which rheir 

Kings exacted from them with the urmofl Ri- 
gour. 

What the Scripture relates of two Sovereigns, 
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whereof the One commanded ail Lib U.^.-! . v ■ 
3 J ajn ol Death, to proiiraie theinlelvc- Ixl u- '. >> 
linage; and the Other, on the lame J'o\.J *. ; I-..' 
pended all Acts oi Pwtdigion, with Re^'.iid l-j • 
the Godb i f j general, except to 1: if nit. J: . j- 

of the ready and blind Obedici.ee o; v . . 



City of HabyUh t who ian ahogerke: , c \a\' 
Signal, to bend the Knee before ri I i \ j.-^ 
invoke the Kir.y extiufively of aii ti. 



• r ' 



Heaver., fiiewt to wli.it an ex:ia\ agai.' ■• - <: 

haft an King 1 carried their Pride, ai •: i ! e 
thejr flattery bubniiihon, and abject Lier.r.ude 

So grear wa> the Diitance betvv u-ii me pajJan 
Monarch and his £ubje£u, that the latter ofwha-. 
Rank or Quality foever, whether batiXpa 7 Cjo 
vernorsj near Relations, or ever, Brothers, were 
only look'd upon a-. Slaves; whereas the Km;:, 
himfelf was always eonfider'd, no: only as thei r 

* m 

Sovereign Lord and abfolute Ma iter, but as a Kind 
of Divinity. In a Word, the peculiar L'haractei 
of the jAjiatics, and the Fafiaiis more particularly 
than any other, was Servitude and Slavery; which 
made Cicero fay, that the defpotick Power, iomc 
were endeavouring to eiiablifh jn the Roman Com- 
mon-Wealth, was an infupportable Yoke, not on- 
ly to a Roman, but even to a Per ft an. 

It was, therefore, this arrogant Haughtinels of 
the Princes on one Hand, and this abject bubmiflion 
of the People on the other, which, according tc 
Plato, were the principal Caufes of the Ruin oi the 
Per/Fan Empire; by dilTolvin^ all the Ties, where- 
in a King is united to his Subjects, and the Subjects 
totheirKing. Such an Haughtinefs extinguishes 
all Affection and Humanity in the former; and 
fuch an abject: State of Slavery leaves the People 
neither Courage, Zeal, nor Gratitude- 

The Perfiaji Kings governed and 
only by Threats and Menaces ; and the Subjects 
neither obeyed nor marched, bur with Unwilling- 
nefs and Reluctance. This is the Idea Xerxes him- 
felf gives us of them, in Herodotus, where that 
Prince is reprefented as wondering, how the Gre- 
cians 9 who were a free People, could march to 
Bittle with a good Will and Inclination. How 
could any Thing great or noble be expected from 
Men, fo difpirited and deprctfed by Slavery, as 
the Perfians were, and redue'd to fuch an abject 
Servitude? Which, to ufc the Words of Long; vu i» 
is a Kind of irnprifonmcnr, wherein a Man's Soul 

may be fa id , in fome Meafurc, to lofe its Vigour, 
and Spirit. 

We lay it with Reluctance, but wc don't know , 
whether the great Cyrus himfclr did not contribute 
to introduce among the Perfians, both that extra- 
vagant Pride in cheir Kings, and that abject Stjb- 



million and Flattery in the People. It was in that 

pompous Ceremony, which we have feveral times 
mentioned, that the Per /tans ( 'rill then very jea- 
lous of their Liberty, and very far from being in- 
cline^! to make a fti.imcful Proltirution of it, by 
any mean Behaviour or fervile Compliances ) fl r It 
bent the K nee before their Prince, and iroop\l to 
a Pofruro of Adoration. Nor was this only nn 
Effect of Chance : for Xenophon intimates prrrry 
clearly, that Cyrus, who was defirous of ha\in*» 
that Hoinage paid him, had appointed Pei fop. s ou 
Purpofe, to begin it; whofe P.xamplc va,s arrord- 
inpl) followed by the Multitude, and hv the Pet - 
fians :ir, well \v\ the other rVatior.j;. 

In ihek- li' lc'l 'i.-K'i and Siraragem: we no lon- 

gev 
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er difcern that Noblenefs, and Greatnefs of Soul, 
which had ever been confpicuous in that Prince, 
till this Occafion : And we are apt to think, thar, 
being arrived at the utmolt Pitch of Glory, and 
Power, he could no longer refill thofe violent 
Attacks, wherewith Profperity is always affauking 
even the belt of Princes, [ccundx res fapiaitium 
animos /'utigsnt ; and that, at lair, Pride, and 
Vanity, hich arc a I mod infeparable from fove- 
rcign Dominion, fore'd him, and tore him, as it 
were, from himfclf, and his own natural Incli- 
nations : Vi dominations convuifus cs 3 mutatus. 

Another Caufc, as we ate likewife allur'd by 
Plato, the Prince of Philofophers, of the Declen- 
sion of the Tcrjzan Empire, was the pernicious 
Education their Princes gave their Children, who 
were to be their Succeifors : In Effect, if we care- 
fully examine into the Matter of Fact, we ihaii 
find how folid, judicious, and well-grounded, this 
Reflection is ^ and how inexcufable the Conduct 
of Cyrus was, in this Refpect : For, certainly, 
never had any Man more Reafon, than himfelf, to 
be fcnfiblc, how highly neceffary a good Educa- 
tion is for a young Prince. He knew the whole 
Value of it, with Refpect to himfelf; and had 
found all the Advantages of it, by his own Ex- 
perience. What he moll earneftly recommended 
to his Officers, in that fine Difcourie he made, af- 
ter the faking of Babylon, in order to exhort 
them to maintain the Glory, and Reputation, 
they had acquir'd, was to educate their Children 
in the fame Manner, as they knew they were 
educated in Pcrfta\ and to inure them to the 
Practice of the fame Manners, as were cultomary 
in that Country. 

After this, could it have been belie vVf, that a 
Prince, who fpoke, and thought in this Manner, 
could ever have entirely neglected the Education 
•of his own Children? Yet, this is what is to be 
highly bJam'd in Cyrus. Forgetting , that he 
was a" Father, and employing himfelf about his 
Conquetrs, he left the Care of that important 
Bufincfs entirely to the Women 3 that is, to Prin- 
ce fles, brought up in a Country, where Vanity, 
Luxury, and Voiuptuoufncfs, reign'd in thchigheit 
Degree : For, the Queen, his Wife, was of Me- 
dia : And in the fame Manner were the two young 
Princes, Cambyfes, and Smerdis, educated. Nothing 
they ask'd was ever rcfus'd them : Nor were their 
De fires only granted, but prevented. 

The great Maxim, that was order'd to be ob- 
ferv'd by all about them, was, that their Atten- 
dants mould not crofs them in any Thing; nor 
ever concradict them, or make Ufc of Reproofs, 
or Remonfr ranees. No one open'd his Mouth in 
their Prefence, but to praife, and commend, what 
they faid, and did. Everyone cring'd, and ftoop'd, 
and bent the Knee before them : And it was 
thought to be effential to their Greatnefs, to put 
an infinite Diilance between them, and rhe Reft 
of Mankind ; as if they bad been of a different 
Species from them. 'Tis Vlato % that informs us 
of all thefe Particulars : For, Xenophoth probably, 
to fpare his Hero, fays hot one Word of the Man- 
ner, in which thefe Princes were brought up ; 
though he gives us fo ample an Ai . uunt of their 
Father's Education. 

But, what we are mod nmax\l at is, that Cyrus 
diil not, at leafb, take them along with him in 
Ms laft Campaigns; in order to wean them from 
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their fofr, and effeminate Courfe of Life, ai:d in- 
ftruct them in the Art of War ; for, they mult 
needs have then been of competent Age, for thru 
Purpofc : But, perhaps, the Women oppos'd his 
Defign, and over-rul'd him therein. 

However that be, and whatever might be the 
Reafon, that Cyrus was fo negligent in this Re- 
fpect, the Education given his Sons, naturally 
produe'd the Confequences, that were to be ex- 
pected from ir. Cambyfes came out of the Hanoi;, 
of his Governors, juft iuch as he is reprefented in 
Hiftory ; an obftinate, and felf- conceited Prince, 
full or Arrogance, and Vanity; given up to the 
moft fcandalous Exceffes in Drunkennefs, and De- 
bauchery; and cruel, and inhuman, to Excefs; 
even to the caufing of his own Brother to be 
murder'd, upon the Credit of a Dream : In a 
Word, a furious, frantick Mad-Man, who, by 
his ill Conduct, brought that flouriftiing Empire 
to the Brink of Dcitruction. 

Hereupon, Plato makes this juft Obfervation ; 
His Father (fays he) left him, at his. Death, a 
great many vaft Provinces, immenfe Riches, im- 
menfe Riches, together with Fleets, and Troops 
without Number; but he had not render'd him 
capable of prcferving them, by ceaching how to 
put to a right ITfe what he left him. 

Pluto, again makes the fame Reflection, upon 
the different Conduct of Darius, Son to Hyftafpcs y 
and his Succelfor Xerxes. The former, not being 
Son to a King, had not been brought up in the 
lame effeminate Manner, as Princes were; but 
came to the Throne with a long Habit of In- 
duftry; with great Temper, and Moderation; 
and with a Courage, little inferior to that of Cy- 
rus ; by which he added to the Empire, almoft 
as many Provinces as the other had conqucr'd. 
But he was no better a Father than that Founder 
of the Empire; and rcap'd no Benefit from the 
Fault of which the other had been guilty, in neg- 
lecting the Education of his Children : Accor- 
dingly, his Son Xerxes was little better than a 

fecond Cambyfes. 

From thefe convincing Examples, the fame 

great Philofopher, having fhewn what numberlcfs 
Rocks, and Quick-Sands, almoft unavoidable, lye 
in the Way of Perfons bred in the Bofom of 
Wealth, and Greatnefs, concludes* that one prin- 
cipal Caufc of the Dccienlion, and Ruin or the^ 
Perfia7i Empire, was the wretched Education of 
their Princes ; becaufe thofe firft Examples had 
an Influence upon, and became as a Rule to, all 
their fucceeding. Princes; under whom evcry 
Thing ftill degenerated more and more; till, an 
la ft, their Luxury exceeded all Bounds, and Re- 
ltraints, and even furpafs'd Imagination. 

Another Caufc, as we are informed by Xeno- 
phon, both of the great Corruption of Manner; 
among the Perftans, and of the Deftruction of 
their Empire, was their Want of publick Faith. 
Formerly (fays he) the King, and thofe, who 

govern'd under him, thought it an indifpenfible 
>uty to keep their Word ; and inviolably to ob- 
serve all Treaties, into which they had entered 
with the Solemnity of an Oath ; and that, even 
with Refpect to thofe, who had rendcr'd them- 
felves the moil unworthy of fuch Treatment, 
through their Perfuiioufncfs, and Infinccrity : Aiu! 
it was by this true Policy, and prudent Conduct, 
that they gain'd the abfolute Confidence, both 
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of their own Subje£ts, and of all their Neigh- Treachery. Accordingly, Xvnophon informs us, 
bours, and Allies. that they did fo; and loon gave themfelves up 

This is a very great Encomium given by that to all Manner of Violence, Injuftice, and Impi- 
Hirtorian to the Verfeans, which, undoubtedly* ety: From whence proceeded that ftrange Altera- 
belongs to the Reign of the Great Cyrus ; though tion, and Difference, we read of in their Manners ; 
Xenopbon applies it, likewife, to that of the as alfo that Contempt they conceiv'd for their 
younger Cyrus ; whofe grand Maxim it was (as perfidious Sovereigns ; it being both the natural 
he tells us) never to violate his Faith, upon any Confequence, and the Punifhrnent, of the little 
Pretence whatfbever ; with Regard either to any Regard fuch Princes pay to the moft facred, and 
Word* he had given, any Promife made, or any awful Solemnities of Religion, which they violate 
Treaty he had concluded. Thefe Princes had a without any Scruple. Nevcrthelc fs, the fealing-, 
juft Idea of the regal Dignity, and rightly judg'd, and ratifying Treaties by an Oath, whereby the 
chat, if Probity, and Truth, were abandoned by Deity is brought in, not only as prefenc. But, in 
the Reft of Mankind, they ought to find a Sane- a Manner, as Guarantee of the Conditions ftipu- 
tuary in the Heart of a King? who, being the lated, is a moft facred, and auguft Ceremony 5 
Bond,, and Centre, as, it- were, of Society, fliould very proper for the fubjecting ot earthly Princes 
alfo be the Protector of Sincerity, and Avenger to the Supream Judge or Heaven, and Earth, who 
of all Violations thereof; it being the Foundation alone is qualify'd to judge them ; and for the 
whereon all Society depends, and without which keeping all human Sovereigns within the Bounds 
it cannot fubfift. of their Duty, by making them appear before 

However, fuch Sentiments as thefe, fo noble, God\ in Refpe£r of which they are as Nothing, 
and worthy of PerfoJis, born for Government, did Now, if Princes will teach their People not co 
not laft long : A falfe Prudence, or rather, a ftand in Fear of the Supream Being, how mall 
low Cunning, and miftaken Policy, foon fucceeded they be able to fecure their Refpeft, and Reve- 
in their Place. Inftead of Sincerity, Probity, and rence to themfelves? When once that Fear comes 
true Merit, (fays XenophonJ which Princes us'd to be extinguiuVd in the Subjects, as well as in 
before to chcriin, and diftinguifli, all the chief the Prince, what will become of Fidelity, and O- 
Officesof the Court, began to be fxll'd with thofe bedience ! And by what Stays, or Pillars, mall 
pretended zealous Servants of Kings, who facri- the Throne be fupported ? 

£c*d every Thing to their Humours, and parti- The great Cyrus had a jufterlVay of thinking, 
cular Interefts ; who held it as a Fundamental, that and us'd, with Reafon, to fay, that he did not 
Lying, Perfidioufnefs, and Perjury, if boldly, look upon any as good Servants, and faithful Sub- 
and artfully put in Practice, are the fhorteft, and je£ts, but fuch, as had a Senfe of Religion, and 
fureft vleans of bringing about their Enterprises, a Reverence for the Deity: Nor is it at all a- 
andDefigns; who Iook'd upon a fcrupulous Ad- ftonilhing, that the Contempt, which an impious 
herenc to his Word in a Prince, and to the En- Prince, who has no Regard to the Sanctity of 
gagements into which he has enter'd, as an Effect Oaths, fhews of God, and Religion, ftiould fhake 
of Pufilanimity, Incapacity* and Want of Under- the very Foundations of the firmelt, and beft 
Handing.; and whofe Opinion, in fhorc, was, that eftablifiVd Empires, and fooner, or later, occafion 
a Man was unqualify'd for Government, if he did their utter Deftruclion. Kings, (fays Plutarch') 
not prefer Realons, and Confiderations of State, when any Revolution happens in their Domini- 
before the exact Obfervatibn of Treaties, though ons, are apt to complain bitterly of the LTnfaith- 
concluded in ever fo folemn, and facred a Man- fulnefe, and Difloyaltyof their Subjects: But they 
ner. Monftrous Maxims I of which none but the do them Wrong; and forget, that it was they 
Devil could be the Author; and which tend to themfelves, who gave them the firft Leflbns of 
deftroy all mutual Confidence, and Intercourfe Difloyalty, by ftiewing no Regard to Jufticc, 
between Mankind? and Fidelity; which, on all Occanons, they facri- 

It was but reafonable to expect, that the Peo- fie'd, without Scruple, to their own particular In- 
ple would follow the Example of their Prince, terefts ; and even to theirWhims, and Caprice, 
who was himfclf their Inftru&or in Deceit, and 
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WE (hall, next, proceed, to the Hiftory 
of the Gnaans, becaule, that of the Per- 
fans will, for the future, be great! y in- 
terwoven therewith; and, in fo doing, we (hall, 
firft, confider the Origin, and firft bettlement of 
the feveral States, and Governments of Oreece^ a 
Country fo celebrated, and famous, that fcarce 
any of the Nations of Antiquity, has furniuYd 
Hiftory with fo many valuable Monuments, and 
illuftrious Actions. In what Light foever (he is 
confider'd, whether for the Glory of her Arms, 
the Wifdom of her Laws, or the Study, and Im- 
provement of Aits, and Sciences, all thefe (he 
carry'd to the utmoft Degree of Perfe&ion; and 
it may truly be fiid, that, in all thefe Refpe&s, 
fhe has, in fome Meafure, been the School, from 
whence the Rett of Mankind, especially, the Eu- 
ropeans, have deriv'd their Arts, and Sciences. 

Jt is fcarce poffible, not to be very much affected 
with the Hiltory of fuch a Nation ; efpecially, 
when we confider, that it has been tranfmitted 
to us by Writers of an extraordinary Merit; many 
of whom diftinguifli'd themfeJves as much by their 
Swords, as by their Pens; and were as great Com- 
manders, and able Sratefmcn, as excellent Hifto- 
rians. It muft be coniefs'd, it is a vaft Advantage 
to have fuch Men for Guides; Men of an ex- 
quifite Judgment, and confummate Prudence ; of 
a juft, and perfect Talte, in every Refpe£l; and 
who relate not only Facts, and Thoughts, and 
cloath them with proper ExprelHons; but, which 
is more, who fubjoin fui table Reflexions, to ac- 
company thofe Fatb, which are the molt ufeful 
Improvement refulting from Hiltory. Thefe arc 
the rich Fountains, whence we (hall extract all 
we have to fay upon this Head; after having pre- 
vioully enquired into the firft Origin, and litta- 
bliflmients of the (h ecian States. As this Enquiry, 
therefore, muft be dry, and not capable of afford- 



ing much Entertainment, or Pleafure, to our 
Readers, we (hall be as fuccinct therein, as pof- 
fible ; but, before we enter thereupon, we think 
it requifite, to give them a (hort Plan of the 
Country, and its feveral conftituent Parts. 

Ancjent Greece, which is now the South-Part 
of Tut key in / Utope, was bounded on the Eajf, 
by the sk.gean Sea, now call'd the Archipelago ; 
on the South, by the Cretan, or Candian Sea; on 
the Weft, by the Ionian Sea; and on the North, 
by lllyria, and Thrace. The conftituent Parts of 
ancient Greece, are Epirus y Pelopomiefus, Greece, 
properly fo call'd* Theffa/y, and Macedonia* 

Epitus is (ituate to the 9Ptft % and divided from 
Thcjfaly, and Macedonia, by Mount Pindus, and 
the Acroceraunian Mountains. The moft remark- 
able Inhabitants thereof were, theil^/^ftwj, whofe 
chief City was Dodona, famous for the Temple, 
and Oracle of Jupiter : The Ghaonians, whofe 
principal City was Oricum : The Thefp rot tans, 
whofe Capital was Buthrotum, where was the Pa- 
lace, and Refidence of Pyrrhus : The Acarnanians, 
whofe Metropolis was ^mbracia, which gave 
Name to that Gulph. Near to this flood helium* 
famous for the Victory of Augujlus Cafar over 
Mark Antony, which decided the Fate of the Ro' 
man Empire : Augujlus built overragainft that 
City, on the other Side of the GulfV a Town, 
nam'd Nicopolis. There were alfo two little Ri- 
vers in Epints, very famous in fabulous Story* 
Cocytus, and Acheron. 

This Province muft have been very well peo- 
pled in former Times ; (ince Poiybius relates j that 
Paul us /Emilius, after having defeated *PerfeUU 
the laft King of Macedonia, deftroy'd feventy 
Cities in that Country, the greater! Part of which 
belong'd to the Molnjfiant ; and that he carry'd 
away from thence no lefs than a hundred and lilty 
Thoufand Captives. 
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P ekponnefus , now call'd the Morea, is a Penin- 
[ula\ chat is, a Country furrounded almoft entirely 
"by the Sea, and joirTd to the Continent only by 
a A'eck of Land, call'd an Ifthmus. Accordingly, 
pcloponncfus is join'd to the Reft of Greece, only 
\,y the Ijthmus of Corinth, which is but fix Miles 
broad ; chough it is well known, feveral Princes 
have, in vain, attempted to cut it through. 

The conftkucnt Parts of Peloponnefus are uicha- 
ia, properly fo call'd; whofe chief Cities are Co- 
rinth, Sicyoh, Patra, See. Elis, in which is 0- 
lympia, otherwife call'd Pifa, feated on the River 
Afpheus, near which the Olympic Games us'd to 
be celebrated ; and Cyllcne, the Country of Mer- 
cury. Mcjfenia, in which are the Cities of Mejfe- 
ne, and Pylos, in which Nejior was born, alfo 
Corona. Arcadia, in which flood the Cities of 
Tegea, Stympbalos, Mantinea, and Megalopolis, the 
native Place of the famous Hiftorian Polybius*. La- 
conia, wherein ftood Sparta, or Laccdamon, and 
Amycla\ as alfo, Mount Taygetus; the River 
Eurotas, and Cape Tenarus. Argolis, in which 
was the City of Argos, call'd alfo Hippium, famous 
for the Temple of Juno ; JVemea, Alycetuc, Nau- 
plia, Troezene, and Epidaurus, wherein ftood the 

Temple of JEfcul aphis. 

We come, next, to Greece, properly fo call'd ; 
in Latin, Gracia pt opi ia ; the principal Parts 
whereof were, /Etolia, wherein ftood the Cities of 
Cbalcis, Calydon, and Olcnus. Doris^ the Ozolian 
Locrcnfes, inhabited by the OzoU ; and Naupac- 
tum> now call'd Le panto, famous for the Defeat 
of the Taiks, in 1 5 7 1 . Phocis, wherein was A?i- 
ticyra, and De/phos, at the Foot of Mount Par- 
najjus, famous for the Oracles delivcr'd there. In 
this Country alfo ftood the Mountain Helicon. 
Bcsotia, which contain'd, Orchorne?ios l , Thefpia ; 
Chcronea, Plutarch** native Country ; Plata*, fa- 
mous for the Defeat of Marclonius - 7 and Thebes ; 
befides Aulis, famous for its Port, from whence 
the Grecian Army fet fail for Troy ; and LeuElra, 
celebrated for the Victory of Epaminondas. Attica, 
where were Alegar a ; Eleufis ; Decclia ; Marathon, 
where Miltiadcs defeated the* Pcrjian Army. A- 
thens, whofe Ports were, Piraus, Munichia, and 
Pbalcrus ; and whofe Mountains were, Hymettus, 
and Ci t bar on. Loci is. 

The next Province that demands our Attention, 
5s Tbcffaly ; whofe molt remarkable Towns were 
Gomphi \ ( Pharfalia, near to which Julius Cafar 
defeated Pompey ; Magnejia j Methronc, at the 
Siege of which Philip To it his Eye ; Thermopylis, 
a narrow PalTage, famous for the Defeat of 
JCcrxcs's numerous Army, by the vigorous Re- 
finance of three hundred Spartans ; Phtbia. Thebes. 
Larljja. Demctrias. The delightful Vallies of 
Tempt , near the Banks of the River Pencus. 0- 
hmpusy Pelion, and OJfa, three Mountains cele- 
brated in fabulous Story, for the Battle of the 
Titans with the Gods. 

The lalt Province, we come to, is Maccdon, of 
which wu iliall only mention a few principal 
Towns ; as, Epidamnus , or Dyrrachium, now cal- 
led Durazzo. Apollonia ; Bella, the Capital of the 
Country, and the native Place of Philip, and of 
his Son, Alexander the Great. JEgea. JEdcffa. 
Pallenc. Olynthus, from whence the Olynthtacs 
of Demoflhcnes took their Name. Tor one. Ar- 
canthus. Tbejjalonica, now call'd, Salonichi. Sta- 
sia, the Place of AriJlotle\ Birth. Ampbipolis. 



Philippi, famous for the Victory, gained there by 

Augujlus, and Anthony, over Brutus, and Cajfius. 

Scotujfa. Mount Atbos : And the River Stry- 
mon, 

But, befides thefe five Provinces, there are a 
great Number of lilands, contiguous to Greccei 
that are very famous in Hiftory. In the Ionian 
Sea, Corey ra, with a Town of' the fame -Name, 
now call'd Corfu. Ccphalene, and Zacynthus, now 
Cephalonia, and Zant. Ithaca, the Country of 
Ul,Jfes, and Didichium. Near the Promontory 
Malea, over-againft Laconia, is Cithera. In the 
Saronic Gulf, arc BLgina, and Salami s, fo famous 
for the naval Engagement between Xerxes, and 
the Grecia?is. Between Greece, and AJia, lye the 
Sporades : And the Cyc lades, the molt noted of 
which arc Andros, Delos, and Paros, anciently 
famous for fine Marble. Higher up in the Mgean 
Sea is Etibcea, now Negropo?it, feparated from rhe 
main Land, by a fmall Arm of the Sea, call'd 
Euripus. The moft remarkable City of this Ffle 
was Cbalcis. Going up towards the Forth is 
Seyms; beyond which, at a confiderable Diftance, 
is Lemnos, now call'd Stalimene ; and ftill farther, 
Samot brace.- To the Southward of thefe lies 
Lesbos, whofe principal City was Mitylcne ; from 
whence the Ifle has fi nee taken the Name of Me- 
teltn. Chios-, Scio, renown'd for excellent Wine. 
And laftly, Samos. But, fome of thefe laft- men- 
tion 'd Ifles are reckon 'd to belong to slfia. 

The Ifland of Crete, or Candia, is the largeft 
of all the Ifles, contiguous to G/ ecce. It has, to 
the North, the Mgean Sea, or the At e hi pel ago ; 
and to the South, the Mediterranean. lis princi- 
pal Towns were, Gortyna, Cydon, G no/Jus; its 
Mountains, DicJe, Ida, and Cotycus. its Laby- 
rinth is famous throughout the World. 

The Grecians had Colonies in moft of thefe 
Ifles. _ They likewife had Settlements in Sicily, 
and in Part of Italy towards Calabria ; which 
Places arc, for that Reafon, call'd Gracia Mag* 
na. 

But their grand Settlement was in AJia Minor ; 
and particularly, in JEo/ia, Ionia* and Dons. The 
principal Towns of Molls are Guma, Phocaa, Elca. 
Of" Ionia, Smyrna, Clazomenc, Tcos, Lebedus, Colo- 
phon, and Ephcfus. Of Doris, Halicarmijjus, and 
Cnidos. 

They had alfo a great Number of Colonies 
difpers'd up and down in the different Parts of 
the World; whereof we fhall give fome Account, 
as Occafion (hall require. 

The Grecian Hiftory may be divided into four 
different Ages, render'd remarkable by fo many 
memorable Periods; and which, all together, 
make up the Space of 2 1 54 Years. 

The firft Age reaches from the Foundation of 
the feveral petty Kingdoms of Greece (beginning 
with that of Sicyon, wliich is the moft ancient) to 
the Siege of Troy; and comprehends about a 
Thoufand Years ; namely, from the Year of the 
World 1820, to the Year 2820. 

The fecond reaches from the Taking of Troy 
to the Reign of Darius, the Son of Hypafpes ; at 
which Period, the Grecian Hiftory begins to be 
blended with that of the Pcrfians, and contains 
the Space of fix hundred fixty three Years, from 
the Year of the World 2820, to the Year 3483. 

The third reaches from the Beginning of the 
Reign of Darius, to the Death ot Alexander the 

Great, 
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Great-, wh*>h is the fineft Part of the Grecian. 
Hiltory, and Cakes in the Term of one Hundred 
and mnet) -eight Years, from the Year of the 
World 3483, to the Year 3681. 

The fourth, and laft ^ge, reaches from the 
Dca c h of .die xander , ac which Time che Grecians 
began to decli; e, to che Time of their falling 
entirely urder the Dominion of the Romans. The 
Period of the utter Rum, and Downfal of the 
Greeksy may be dated, partly from the Takin 
and Deftrutfion of Corinth, by- the Conful, 
Afummius, in 38^8, partly from the Extinction of 
the K i r. gd o m of the Sc filicides in si/fa , by Pompey, 
in the Year of the World 3939, and of the King- 
dom of the Lag ides in hvypt, by ugujltts, in the 
Year of the V\ orld 3974. This lalt Age com- 
prehends, in all, two Hundred and ninety- three 
Years. 

Of thefe four diftinclAges, we fhall, in thisPlace, 
only touch upon the two firft; and that in a very 
fuccinct Mariner, jult to give the Reader fome 
general Notion of that obfeure Period ; becaufe 
thofe Times, at leaft, a great Pare of them, have 
more of Fable in them than of real Hiftory; 
and are wrapp'd up in fuch thick Clouds of Dark- 
nefs, and Obfcurity, as are very hard, if not 
impoflible, to pierce through. 

Jn order to arrive at any certain Knowledge 
concerning the nrft Origin of the Grecian Nati- 
ons, we mult ncceflarily have Recourfe to the Ac- 



counts we have thereof in Holy Writ^ 

^ Javan, or Ion (for, in Hcbt cw, theTame Letters, 
differently pointed, form thefe two different 
Names) the Son of Japhet, and Grandfon of No- 
ah, was certainly the Father of all thofe Nations, 
that went ui.der the general Denomination of 
Gi ccks y though he has been look'd upon as the 
Father of the hnians only, which were but one 
particular Nation of the Greeks. But che He- 
hews, the Chaldeans, Arabian*, and Others, give 
no other Appellation to the whole Body of the 
Grecian Nation*, than that of Ionian*. And for 
this Reafon, Alexander , in the Predictions of Da- 
niel, is mention'd under the Name of che King of 
Javan. 

J a van had four Sons, Eliza, call'd in Scripture 
Ehjha; Ta.-fs call'd there Tar/hi/hi Chittim, 
call'd there Kittim; and Dodanim ; fee Gen.x. 4. 
As Javan was the original Father of the Grecians 
in general, no Doubt but his four Sons were the 
Heads, and Founders of the chief Tribes, and 
principal Branches of that Nation, which became, 
in fuocceding Ages, fo renown'd for Arts, and 
Arms. 

His eldeft Son Eliza is the fame, as Hellas ; and 
is fo rendcr'd in che Cbaldee Tranflacion; and the 
Word Helhnes, which was us'd as the common 
Appellation of the whole People, in fhe fame 
Man er as the Word Hellas, was of the whole 
Country, has no other Derivation. The City of 
Ellis, vcrv ancient in Peloponnefus ; the Elizian 
Fields j the River Elijfus, or Ilijjjus, have long re- 
tain'd che Marks of their being deriv'd from E- 
liza, and have contributed more to preferve his 
Memory, than the Hiftorians themfelves of that 
Nation ; who were inquifitive after foreign Af- 
fairs, and but little acquainted with their own 
Original ; becaufe, as they had little, or no Know- 
ledge of the true Rejigion, they did not carry 
their Enquiries fo high. Upon which Account, 



they themfelves deriv'd the Words Hellenes^ and 
hues, from another Fountain, as we (hall fee in 
the Sequel ; for, we think ourfelves oblig'd t*> 
give fome Account of their Sentiments Ilkewife 
in entering upon the Difcuffion of this Point. 

The fecond Son of Javan, Tarjis, fettled ajfo 
as his Brethren did, in fome Part of Greece 5 per. 

haps, in jtfehaia, or the neighbouring Provinces- 
as Eliza did in Peloponnefus, now the Morea* ' 
ft is not to be doubted that Chittim, the third 
Son of Javan, was the Father of the Macedonians y 
according to the Authority of the firft Book of 
the Maccabees-, in the Beginning of which it is 
faid, that Alexander, the son or Phi ftp, the Ma* 
cedonian, went out of bis Country, which was that 
of Cetthim [or Chittim] to make War againft Da- 
rius, King of Perjia. And, in the 8th Chapter, 
fpeaking of the Romans, and their Victories over 
the laft Kin gs of 1 Macedonia, Philips and Perfeu s, 
the two laft mention'd Princes, are call'd Kings 
of the Cetheans. 

And it is very probable, that Ihcffaly, and E- 
pirus, were the Portion of Dodanim, the fourth 
Son of Javan. The impious Worfhip of Jupiter 
of Dodona, as well as the City Dodona icfelf, a- 
mount, in a Manner, to Proofs, that fome Re- 
membrance of Dodanim had remain'd with the 
People, who deriv'd their firft Eftablifhment, and 
Origin, from this fourth Son of Javan. 

This is all that can be laid, with any Certainty, 
concerning the true Origin of the Grecian Nations. 
The Holy scripture, whofe Defign is not to fatisfy 
our Curiofity, but only to nourifh, and improve 
our Piety, alter it has favour'd us with thefe little 
Dawnings of Light, leaves us in utter Darknefs> 
concernii g the reit of their Hiftoryj which, there- 
fore, can only be collected from prophane Au- 
thors. Of thefe, if we may believe Pliny, the 
Grecians were fo call'd, from the Name of an 
ancient King, of whom they had but a very un- 
certain Tradition. Homer, in his Poems, calls 
them Hellenes, Danai, Ogives, and Jlchaians : It 
is obfcrvable, chat the Word Gracus is not once 
us'd in rirgil. 

The exceeding Rufticity of the firft Grecians 
would appear incredible, if we could call in Que> 
ftion the Teftimony of their own Hiftorians upon 
this Article. But a People, fo vain of their own 
Origin, as to ftudy to fet it off by Fables, we may 
be lure, would never think of inventing any to 
difparage it. Who would imagine, that che People, 
to wh6m the European World is indebted for all her 
Knowledge in Literature, and the Sciences, fhould 
be defcended from mere Savages j who knew no 
other Law than Force, and were ignorant even of 
Agriculture ? And yet this appears plainly to be 
the Cafe; from the divine Honours they decreed 
to Pelafgus ; the Perfon who firft taught them to 
feed upon Acorns, as a more delicate, and whole- 
fome Nourishment than Herbs. There was ftill :» 
very wide Difference between this firft Step of 
Improvement, and a State of Civility, and Po- 
litenefs. Nor did they, indeed, arrive at the lat- 
ter, till after many Ages. 

The weakeft were not the laft, to undcrftand the 
Neccflity, of living together in Society, in order 
to defend themfelves againft Violence, and Op- 
preflion. At firft, they built finelc Houfcs, at n 
Diftance from one another; the Number of whicrh 

infendbly incrcafing, form'd, in Timt',Townij, and 
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Cities. But the bare living together in a Society, 
w as not fufficient to polifli fuch a People. Egypt, 
and Pkcenicia had the Honour of doing this. Both 
chefe Nations contributed to the Inft ruction, and 
civilizing of the Grecians, by the Colonies they 
fent among them. The latter taught them Na- 
vigation^' riting, and Commerce} the former let 
them into the Knowledge of their Laws, and Po- 
lity ; g ave them a Tatte for Arcs, and Sciences j 
an d initiated them into their My Iteries; of which 
they afterwards made fo fine Improvements. 

Greece, in her Infanc-State, was expos'd to great 
Commotions, and frequent devolutions; becaufe, 
as the People had no lcttled Correfpondence with 
each other, and there was no fuperior Power a- 
rnongft them to give Law to the Reft; Force, 
and Violence, were the only Tenure, by which 
moft of them held their Pofleflibns : The Itrongeft 
invaded the Lands of their' Neighbours, which 
they thought molt fertile, and delightful; and 
dnpotfefs'd the lawful Owners, who were oblig'd 
to feek new Settlements elfewhere. As Aitica 
was a dry, and barren Country, its Inhabitants 
had not the fame Invafions, and Outrages, to 
grapple wit 1, ; and therefore, confequently, kept 
themfelvcs in Pofleffion of their ancient Territo- 
ries : For which Reafon, they took the Name of 
Aii'.othilyonesy that in, Men born in the Country 
wnere they hv'd; to diftin?nifh themfelv.;': from 
the Reftot the Nations, who had, almoft all, re- 
mov'u from Place to Place, according as they 
we;e conquered, or Conquerors, in their Turns. 

Such were, in general, the fir ft Beginnings of 
Greece* We mult now enter into a more parti- 
cular Detail, and give a biief Account of the firft 
Eftabliflirnent of the feveral different States, into 
which the whole Country was divided. 

In thofe early Times, Kingdoms were but incon- 
fiderable, and of very fmall Extent j the Title of 
Kingdom being often given to a fingle Town, or 
City, with a tew Leagues of Ground depending 
upon it, Greece contained feveral of thefe petty 
Kingdoms, of which the moft ancient was that 
of Sic yon > whofe Beginning is placed, by Eufc- 
bias, thirteen Hundred, and thirtecnYears before 
the firft Olympiad ; that is, in the Year of the 
World 1915. or 2089 before the Birth of Chrifl. 
It is fuppos'd ( for, no Account of thefe fabulous 
Times is to be depended on) to have laftcd a 
Thoufand Years. 

The Kingdom of jfrgos, in € Peloponncfus, comes 
next, in Point of Time, to that of Sicyon\ being 
fuppos'd to have begun with a Thoufand, and 
eighty Years before the firft Olympiad, in the 
Time of Abraham. The firft King of it was cali'd 
hiachuu His SuccefTors were, his Son, Phoroncus ; 
Apis ; and Argus, from whom the Country took 
its Name ; And, after feveral Others, Gclanor, who 
was dethron'd, and expell'd his Kingdom, by Da- 
naus, the Egyptian. The SuccefTors of this laft 
were, firft, Lynccus, the Son of his Brother Mgyp- 
tus 9 who alone, of fifty Brothers, cfcnp'd the Cru- 
elty of the Danaides j then Abas, Ptcetus 3 and 
Acrijius* 

Ui Danae, Daughrcr to the laft, was born Per" 
feus % who having, when he was grown up, un- 
fortunately kill'd his Grandfather, Act i/ius ; and, 



not being able to bear the Sight of Atgos, where 
he had committed that involuntary Murder, re- 
rnnvM ro Mycctu, and there hx'd the Seat of his 

Kingdom. 
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The Seat of the Kingdom was thus tranflated 
from Argos to Mycena, by Fcrfeus, who left feve- 
ral Sons behind him 5 among Others, Alcaus, 
Sthcnclus, and Eletlryon* Alcaus was the Father 
of Amphitryon ; Stbenel-ts of Euryjlhcus ; and E- 
left r yon of Alcmene. Amphitryon marry 'd Alcmene^ 
upon whom Jupiter begat Hercules. Euryjlhcus, 
and Hercules, came into the World the fame Day; 
but, as the Birth of the former was, by Juno's 
Management, antecedent to that of the latter, 
Hct cuUs was fore'd to be fubjecl: to him ; and was 
obliged, by his Order, to undertake the twelve 
Labours, fo famous in fabulous Story. 

The Kings, who reign'd at Mycena, after Per- 
feus, were, Eletlryon, Sthenelus, and Eutyjlhcus* 
The laft, after the Death of Hercules, declar'd 
open War againft his Defcendants, apprehending 
they might, fome Time, or other, attempt to 
dethrone him ; which, as it happened, was done 
by the Her ac I idee : For, having kill'd Etoyjihius 
in Battle, they enter'd victorious into Pt/oponne- 
Jus, and made themfelves Mafters of that Country. 
But, as this happen'd before the Time determin'd 
by Fate, a Plague enfu'd ; which, together with 
the Direction of an Oracle, obliged them to quit 
the Country. Three Years after this, being de- 
ceiv'd by the ambiguous Fxprefiion of the Oracle, 
they made a fecoid Attempt, which like wife 
prov'd fruitlefs. This was about twenty Years be- 
fore the Taking of Troy. 

Atreus, the Son of f clops, Uncle, by the Mo- 
ther's Side, to Eury/iheus, was the latter'* Succef- 
for. And thus did the Crown come into the Pof- 
feflion of the Defcendants of Pelops - y from whom 
Peloponnefus, which before was cali'd Apia, fr m 
Apis, one of the SuccefTors of Inachus, dcriv'd its 
Name. The bloody Hatred of the two Brothers, 
Atrtus, and Tbjeflcs, is known to all the vVo* *d. 

Plijrhencs, the Son of Atreus, furcecded hi> Fa- 
ther in the Kingdom of Myctna\ which he left to 
his Son Agamemnon, who was fucceeded by his 
Son Orcjics* The Kii gdom of Myctna was full of 
enormous, and horrible Crimes, from the Time it 
came into the Family of the Pelops. Tijame?ies 9 
and Penthilusy Sons of Orefies, came to the Crown 
after their Father; and were, at laft, diiven ouC 
of Teloponnefus, by the Herachda, or Defcendants 
of Hercules* 

The Kingdom of Athens next claims the Pre- 
eminence, in Point of Time ; and is fuppos'd to 
have been founded by Cecrops, who came, origi- 
nally, ftomEgypt, in the Year of theWorld 2448. 
Having fettled in Attica, he divided all the Coun- 
try fubjecl: to him, into twelve Dift rifts : He like- 
wife ettablifli'd the Coart > cali'd the Areopagus ; 
which auguft Tribunal, in the Reign of his Suc- 
ceftor Cranaus, decided the famous Conteft between 
Neptune, and Mars* In the Time of CccrcpSy alfo, 
happen'd Deucalion 1 * Flood : The Deluge of Ogyges 
in Attica was much more ancient, (ince it was 1020 
Years before the firft Olympiad-, and confequently, 
in the Year of the World 2208. 

The third King of At bent was Ampbyclion; who 
procur'd a Confederacy between twelve Nations of 
Greece, which aflernbkd twice a Year at Thermo- 
pylae there to offer their common Sacrifices, and 
confult together upon their AfFairs in general as 
alfo, upon the Affairs of each Nation in particu- 
lar. This Meeting was cali'd the Aflcmbly of the 
Amphyffiow, from the Name of ita Founder, 5 and 
was famous in Hiftory for a long Time* 
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The next King, we find, of Athens, is Etcttheus^ 
whofc Reign is remarkable for the Arrival of 
Ceres in Artich, nfter the Rape of her Daughter 
T 'ro/erpine ; as alfo, for the Inititution of the My- 
fteries at Eleufis, in her Honour : But the Reign 
of JEgaus, the Son of Pandion, is the raoft illuf- 
trious Period for the Hiftory of Heroes. In his 
Time, are plac'd the Expedition of the Argonauts ; 
the celebrated Labours of Hrcules\ the War of 
Minos, fecond King of Crete, agaii.lt the Athe- 
nians ; with the Story of Tbefeus, and iadne. 

Thcfeus fueceeded his Father ASgaus. Cecrops 9 
indeed, as has been before obferv d, had divided 
Attica into twelve Boroughs, or twelve Diftri&s, 
feparaced from each other. But Thtftus brought 
the People to underftand the Advantages of feci- 
al Government, and united thefe twelve Boroughs 
into one City, or Body politick, where the whole 
Authority was united together. The laft King 
of Athens was Codrus, who glorioufly devoted 
himfelf to Death, for the Safety- of his People : 
Few Princes would carry their Generofity fo far 

no w-a-days/ m 

However, though, one fhould think, fo noble 
an Action in their Sovereign, lhould have given 
the Athenians a Love for Monarchy, it prov'd 
quite the Reveife ; for, after the Death ofCodtus, 
thcTitle of King was extinguinVd amongft them, 
but, for what Reafon, is not mention'd in Hiftory. 
They had the Gratitude, however, to fet Medon, 
the Son of Cod/ us, at the Head of the Common- 
wealth, with the Title ot Atchons that is, Pre- 
fident, or Governor The firft Atchontes were for 
Life : But, the Athenians, growing weary of a 
Government, which they ftili thought bore too 
great a Refemblance to a Monarch), made their 
Atchontes derive every ten Years ; and, at laft, 
red ue'd it to be an annual Office. 

Next to that of Athens, the Kingdom of Thebes 
challenges the Precedency, for Seniority ; which 
was founded by Cadrnm ; who came by Sea from 
the Coaft of Phcenicia, that is, from about Tyre, 
and Sidon, fciz'd upon that I- art of the Counrry, 
which was afterwards call'd Bceotia, and built 
there the City of Thebes\ or, at leaft, a Citadel, 
which, from hjs ownName, he call'd Cadmaa, and 
made it the Seat of his Power, and Dominion. 
The fatal Misfortune of laius, one of his Succef- 
fors, and of Jocafta, his Wife-, of Oedipus, their 
Son, and of Etcocles, and Polyniccs, who were born 
of the inceftuousMarriage of Jocafta with Oedipus \ 
have furi.ifti'd ample Matter for fabulous Stories, 
and Theatrical Reprefentations. 

Proceed we, next, to the Kingdom of Sparta, 
or Laccdxmon, which, if not one of the moft an- 
cient, was certainly, one of the moft famous in 
all Greece ; and is fuppos'd to be founded by Le- 
hx y about 1 51 6 Years before the Birth of thrift. 

Who were his immediate SucccfTors, is not pre- 
cifely known, neither is it very material, fince 
the firft we find celebrated in Hiftory, is Tynda- 
rus< the ninth Spartan Monarch ; who had, by 
Led a, the famous Twins, CaJior y and 'Pollux-, be- 
fidts Helena, and flytemncfira, the perfidious Wife 
of .gamemnon. King of My cent* As Tyndurus had 
furviv'd his two Sons, theTwins, he began to think 
of choo/ing a Succcfibr, by looking out for a 
Husband for his Daughter Helena. All the Pre- 
tenders ro this Princcfs bound themfelves by Oath, 
to abide by, and entirely fubmit to, the Choice, 



which the Lady heifelf fhould make, who deter- 
min'd in Favour of Menelaus* But fhe had not 
liv'd above three Years with her Husband, before 
me was carry 'd off by Paris, Son of Priam, King 
of Troy : which Rape was the Caufe of the 
Trojan War. Greece did not properly begin to 
know, or experience her united Strength till the 
famous Siege of that City; where Ac hi lies > Ajax 3 
Neftor, and Ulyffes, gave, fufficient Warning to-^Z- 
Jta, that fhe fhould, one Time, or other, become 
fubjeft to their Pofterity. The Greeks took the 
Town, after a ten Years Siege ; much about the 
Time, that Jephtha govern'cT the People .of God; 
that is, according to Bifhop Ujher, in the Year of 
the World 2820, and 11 84 Years before J ejus 

Chrijl. 

This Period is famous in Hiftory; and ;fliould 
carefully be remember'd; as well as that of the 
Olympiads; one of which is the Revolution of four 
com pleat Years, from one Celebration of the O- 
lympic Games to another. We fhall, elfe where, 
give an Account of the Inftitution of thefe Games, 
which were celebrated every four Years, near the 
Town of Pi/a, otherwife call'd Olympia. The 
common Mr a of the Olpmpiads begins in the 
Summer of the Year of the World 3288, 776 
Years before J ejus Chiijl, from the Games, in 
which Corcebus won the Prize in the Races. 

Fourfcore Years after the Taking of Troy, the 
Heraclida. re-entered Peloponnefus, and feiz'd La- 
cedamon ; where two Brothers-, Euryjihems. y and 
Procles, Sons of Ai ijiodemus, began to reign to- 
gether ; and from their Time, the Scepter always 
continued to be jointly fway'd by the Defcendants 
of thofe two Families. Many Years after this, 
Lycutgus inftituted that Body of Laws for the 
Spartan State, which have render'd both him and 
them fo famous in Hiftory, we ihall fpeak of them 
amply hereafter. 

Though Corinth was one of the richeft, and 
moft beautiful Cities in Greece, it was not erected 
into a Kingdom, fo foon as the other Cities al- 
ready mentioned ; being, at firfr, fubj.ct to the 
Princes of Atgos, and mycena; until, at laf>, Si" 
fyphusy the Son of /Eolus, made himfelf Maffer 
thereof. But his Defcendants were difpoifefs'd of 
the Throne, by the Heraclida, about 1 10 Years 
after the Siege of Troy. After which, the regal 
Power came to the Defcendants of Bacchis 9 under 
whom the Monarchy was chang'd into an Arifto- 
cracy r ; that is, the Reins 01 the Government 
were in* the Hands of the Elders, who annually 
chofe from among themfelves a chief Magiftrate* 
whom they call'd Ptytanis. At laft, Cypfelus ha- 
ving gained the People, ufurp'd the fupream Au- 
thority, which he tranfmittcd to his Son Perian- 
dcr ; who was ranked among the Grecian Sages, 
on Account of the Love he bore to Literature, 
and the Protection, and Encouragement he gave 
to the Learned. 

But the largeft by far ; and from the Time of 
Philip, the moft famous of all the Kingdoms of 
Greece, was Macedonia ; whofc Monarchs living 
retir'd in Woods, and Mountains, were hardly 
look'd upon, for a confiderable Time, as Members 
of the Grecian Body. They pretended, that their 
Kings, the firft of whom was nam'd Car anus, were 
defcended from Hercules. However that be, Phi- 
lip, and his Son Alexander the Great, raised the 
Glory of that Kingdom to an great a Height, as 
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Hercules himfelf could have donej if that Hero, 
moil of whofe Exploits are intermix'dwith Fable, 
had headed their Armies in Perfon. The King- 
dom of Macedon was reckon'd to have fubfifted 
oo Years before the Death of Alexander j and 
lafted 148 more, to the Time that Terfeus, the 
laft Monarch thereof was defeated, and made 
Captive by the Romans , under Paulits Mmilius. 

We have already obferv'd, that, after theTak- 
ing of Troy, the Heraclida recover'd Peloponnefus 
defeated the Pclopida ; that is, Tifamcnes, and Fen- 
thilus, the Sons of Orcjics ; and divided among 
them the Kingdoms of Mycena, Argos, and La- 
cedamon* So great a Revolution almoft chang'd 
the Face of the Country, and made Way for fe- 
veral very famous Transmigrations ; for the better 
underftanding of which, and having a clearer 
Idea of the Situation of the Grecian Nations, as 
alfo of the ' four Dialects , or differents Idioms of 
Speech, that prevail'd among them, it will be 
necetfary to trace the Hiftory of Greece a little 

farther back* 
Deucalion, who reign'd in Theffaly, and under 

whom happen'd the Flood, that bears his Name, 
had, by Pyrrha, hisWife, two Sons, Helenas, and 
AmphicJypn-, which laft, having driven Cranaus 
out of Athensi reign'd there ihhis Room. Helenus, 
if we may believe the Greek Hiftorians, gave the 
Name of Hellenes to the Greeks ; and had three 
Sons, /Eolus, Dorus, and Xuthu*. JEolus, who 
was the eldeft, fucceeded his Father j and, befides 
Thcjjalyi had Locris, and Besot ia added to his Do- 
minions* Several of His Defcendants went into 
Peloponnefus, with Peldpsi the Son of Tantalus, 
King of % t J hrygiai from whom Peloponnefus took 
its Name,- and fettled themfelves in Laconia. 

The Country contiguous to Parnaffus, fell to 
the Share Of Dorus $ and from him was call'd Do- 
ris. But Xutbus, being compell'd by his Brothers, 
upon fome particular Difgurt, to quit his Country, 
reiir'd into Attica-, where he marry'd the Daughter 
o! Erechtheus^ King of the Athenians, by whom 
he had two Sons, .Achaus, and Ion ; the former 
of which having committed an involuntary Mur- 
der, was oblig'd to retire to Peloponnefus , which 
was then call'd Egialaa 5 but one Part, afterwards, 
was, from him, call'd Achaia : His Defcendants 
fettled at Lacedamon. 

His Brother Ifn, having fignaliz'd himfelf by 
his Victories, was invited, by the Athenians, to 
govern their City, and gave that Country his Name : 
For, the Inhabitants of Attica were likewife call'd 
hnians. The Number of the Citizens, in Time, 
increas'd to fuch a Degree, that the Athenians were 
obligjd.to fend a Colony of Ionians into Peloponne- 
fus ; who likewife jave their Name to the Coun- 
try they poflefs'd. Thus all the Inhabitants of 
PeloponncJiiSy though compos'd of different People, 

were united, under the Names of Achaans, and 
Ionians. 

In the meanTime, the Heraclida, fourfcore Years 
after the Taking cf 1 t oy, refolvd ferioufly to re- 
cover PelopanvvJitS) which, of Right, belong'd to 
**? cm * They had three principal Leaders, Sons of 
Arjlhmachus ; namely ,Timmes, Crefphontes, and^- 
r Utodemusi the hit dying, his two Sons, Euryjihc- 
and Prsclcs, fucceeded him. The Succefs of 

as the Motive was 

— v. ..XeiTion of their an- 

Clcnt dominion : Argos fell to the Share of 77- 
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menes, Meffenia to that of Crefphontes, and Laco?iia 
to the two Sons of Arifhdemus ; Euryjlhcnes t and 
¥ roc lei. 

About the fame Time, fuch of the Achaans, as 
were defcended from Aiolus, and had hitherco in- 
habited Laconia, being driven from thence by the 
Dorians, who accompany 'd the Heraclida into 
Peloponnefus, after fome Wandering, fettled in that 
Part of Ajia minor, which, from them, took the 
Name of AEolis, where they founded Smyrna, and 
eleven other „Cities but the Town of Smyrna* 
came afterwards into the Hands of the Ionium : 
The JEolians became likewife poffefs'd of i'everal 
Cities of Lesbos. 

In the mean While, the Achaans of Mycena, and 
Argos, being compell'd to abandon their Country 
to the Heraclida, feiz'd upon that of the Ionians* 
who dwelt then in Part of 'Peloponnefus. The 
latter fled, at fir ft, to Athens, their original Coun- 
try i from whence they fet out, fome Time after- 
wards, under the Conduct of Nileus, and Andro- 
c/cs, both Sons of Codrus, and feiz'd upon that 
Part of the Coaft of AJta minor, which lies be- 
tween Cariay and JLydia, and from them was 
nam'd Ionia ; here they built twelve Cities, of 
which Ephejus, Clazomena, and Samcs y were the 
molt famous. 

The Acceffion of fo many, who had fled to 
them for Refuge, having greatly itrengthen'd the 
Athenians, the Heraclida judg'd it highly necef- 
fary, to put a Stop to their growing Power, for 
which Reafon, they made War upon them ; they 
were defeated, however, by the Athenians, under 
the Conduct of Codrus ; who devoted himfelf, in 
order to gain his People the Victory. As the 
Heraclida, neverthelefs, ftill remained Matters of 
Megaris, where they built Megara, they planted 
the Dorians there, in the Room of the Ionians. 

Some of thefe Dorians continued in that Coun- 
try after the Death of Codrus, whillt Others re- 
mov'd to Crete ; but the grcateft Number fettled 
in that Part of AJia minor, which, from them, 
was call'd Doris, where they built Halicamaffus, 
C nidus, and divers other Cities : They alfo made 
themfelves Vl afters of Rhodes, Cos* &c. 

It will now be more eafy to under ftand what 
we have to fay concerning the fevcral Grecian Di- 
alects, which were four in Number: The .Artie, 
Ionic, Doric, and Molic. They were, in Reality, 
four different Languages ; each of them perfect in 
its Kind, and us'd by a diftinct Nation ; but yet 
all deriv'd from, and grounded upon the fame 
original Tongue, And this Diveirity of Lan- 
guages can no Ways appear wonderful, "in a Coun- 
try, where the Inhabitants confided of different 
Nations, who did not depend upon one another, 
but had each their own particular Territories. 

1. The Attic Dialect is that, which was us'd in 
Athens, and the Country circumjacent : It has 
been chiefly us'd by ThucyJidcs y At ijlophancs^ 1 lato, 
Ifocrates, Xenophon, and Dvmo/lhcncs. 

2. The Ionic Dialect was almoft the fame with 
the ancient Attic ; but, after it had pafs'd into 
fevcral Towns of Afia minor \ and into the adja- 
cent Iflands, which were Colonies of the Atheni- 
ans, and of the People of Achat a t it rccciv'd a 
Sort of new Tincture, and did not come up to 
that perfect Delicacy, to which the Athenians af- 
terwards attained. Hippoct atcs, and Herodotus, 



wrote in this Dialect. 
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3. The Doric was firft in Ufe among the Spar- 
tans, and che People of Argos : It pafs'd afterwards 
into Epiius, Lib\ a, Sicily, Rhodes, and Crete. Ar- 
chimedes, and 'I/xocritus, both of them Syracufans, 
and rindar, follow'd this Dialect, 

4. The /Eolic Diale£t was, at firft, us'd by the 
Bceetians, and their Neighbours ; and then in JE- 
o/is, a country in jifiu minor, between Ionia, and 
JMyJta, which contain' d ten or twelve Cities, thac 
were Grecian Colonies. Sapho, and Alcaus, of 
whofe Works we have but little Remains, wrote 
in this Dialect. We hnd alfo a Mixture of it in 
the W ritings of 'Ihioc/ itus, Pindar, Homer, and 
many other of the Greek Poets. 

Oar Readers m.iy have obferv'd, in the little, 
which has been faid about the feveral Settlements 
of Greece, that the primitive Ground of all thofe 
different States was Monarchical Government 5 
which was the moft ancient of all Forms; the moft 
univerfally received, and ettablifh'ds the moft pro- 
per to maintain Peace, and Concord j and which, 
as Plato obferves, is fram'd upon the Model of 
paternal Authority, and of that gentle, and mo- 
derare Dominion, which Fathers exercife over their 
Families. 

But, as the State of Things degenerated, by 
Degrees; through the Injuftice of ufurpers, che 
Severity of law Jul Mailers, che Infurre£tions of 
the People, and a i'houfand Accidents befides, 
and Revolutions, that happened in thofe States; a 
different Spirit leem'd to ar-le in the People; which 
prevailing o\er all Grerce, kindled a violent De- 
lire of Liberty, and brougftt about a general 
Change of Government every- where, except in 
Macedonia ; fo thac . .onarohy gave Way to a Re- 
publican Government; which' yet was diverfify'd 
into almott as many Forms, as there were diffe- 
rent Cities, according to the particular Genius, 
and peculiar Character, of each People. 

However, there ftill remain'd a Kind of Tinc- 
ture, or a Leaven of Mo nan hi cal Government, 
which frequently inflam'd the Ambition of pri- 
vate Citizens, and made them defire to become 
Matters of their Country. In almoft every State 
of Greece, fome private Pcrfons arofe; who, with- 
out any Right to theThrone, either by Birth, or 
the Election of the Citizens, endeavour'd co ad- 
vance themfelves to it by Cabal, Treachery, and 
Violence ; "and who, without any Refpect for the 
Laws, or Regard to the publick Good, exercis'd 
a fovereign Authority, with a defpotick Empire, 
and arbitrary Sway. 

In order to fupport their unjuft Ufurpations, in 
the Midit of Ditrrufts, and Alarms, they thought 
themfelves oblig'd to prevent imaginary, or to 
fupprefs real Confpiracies, by the moft cruel Pro- 
fcriptions; and to facrifice, to their own Security, 
all thofe, whom Merit, Rank, Wealth, Zeal for 
Liberty, or Love of their Country, render'd ob- 
noxious to a fufpicious, and linfetcled Government; 
which found itfelf hated by all, and was fenfible 
ic defer v'd to be fo. Ic was this crue', and inhu- 
man Treatment, chat render'd thefe Men fo odi- 
ous, and biought upon them the Appellation of 
Tyrants ; and which furniftVd fuch ample Mactcr 
for the Declamations of Orators, and che tragical 
Repre fen cat ions of che Theatre. 

All thefe Cities, and Diltricts of Greece, that 
leem'd fo intirely different from one another; in 
their Laws, Curtoms, and Intcrcfts, were, never- 



chelefs, formed, and combin'd into one fdle, in- 
tire, and united Bodyj whofe Strength increas'd 
co fuch a Degree, as co make the formidable 
Power of the Per/fans under Darius, and Xerxes 
tremble 5 and which, even then, perhaps, would 
have in ci rely overthrown the Per/tan Greatnefs, 
had the Gi ecian States been wife enough to have 
preferv'd that Union, and Concord, among them- 
felves, which afterwards render'd them invincible. 
This is the Scene we are going to lay before our 
Readers ; and which, certainly, defer ves their ut- 
moft Attention. 

They will fee therein a fmall Nation, confin'd 
within a Country, not equal to a Quarter-Part of 
trance, grappling wich the moft powerful Em- 
pire, then upon the Earth , and we {hall fee this 
Handful of Men, not only making Head againft 
the innumerable Armies of the Perpans, but dif- 
fering, routing, and cutting them in Pieces; and 
fome times reducing the Per pan Pride fo low, as 
to make them fubmit to Conditions of Peace, as 
fhameful to the conquer'd, as they were glorious, 
and advantagious, iot the Conquerors. 

Among all the Cities of Greece, there were two, 
that particularly diftinguiuYd themfelves; and ac- 
quired an Authority, and a Kind of Superiority 
over the Reft, by the mere Dint of their Merit, 
and Conduct : Thefe two were Athens, and Lace* 
damon, or Sparta. As thefe Cities make a con- 
fiderable Figure, and aft an illuftrious Part in the 
enfuing Hiltory, before we enter upon Particu- 
lajs, we think, we ought, firft, to give our Read- 
ers fome Idea of the Genius, Character, Manners, 
and Government, of their refpe&ive Inhabitants* 
Plutaich, in the Lives of Lycurgus, and Solon, 
fliall be our principal Guide, in what we fhall 
advance upon this Subjeft. 

To begin with Sparta, There is not, perhaps, 
any Thing, in prophane Hiftory, better attefted; 
and, at the fame Time, more incredible, than 
what relates to the Government of that City, and 
the Discipline eftablifh'd therein by Lycurgus. 
This Legislator was the Son of Eunomus, one of 
the two Kings, who reign'd togecher in Sparta. 
It would have been eaiy for Lycurgus, to have 
mounted the Throne, after the Death of his el- 
deft Brother, who left no Son behind him : And, 
in Effect, he was King for fome Days. But, as 
foon as his Siftcr-in-Law was found to be with 
Child, he declar'd, that the Crown belonged co 
her Son, if (he had one j and from thenceforth, 
he kept the Adminiftration of Affairs, only as h.s 
Guardian. In the mean Time, the Widow, who 
was both a young, and beautiful Woman , fene 
him Word under-hand, that, if he would promift 
to marry her, when he was King, fhe would de- 
ftroy the Fruit of her Womb, So dcteftablc a 
Propofal ftruck Lycurgus with Horrdr: However 
he conceal'd his Indignation; and amuflng her 
wich various Pretences, fo manag'd ic, that Ibe 
went out her full Time, and was aeliver'd. A* 
foon as the Child was born, he proclaimed him 
King i and cook "ract Care co have him brought 
up, and educaced, in a proper Manner: Tin's 
Prince, on Account of che Joy, which the People 
teftify'd at his Birth, was narh'd Chariiaus j that 
is, the Joy of the People. 

At thac Time, che Spartan State was in grcaj 
Difordcr; the Authority, both of the Kings, and 

the Laws, being abfoluccly defpis'd, and unre- 
garded* 
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ganled. No Curb was ftrong enough to reftrain 
die Audacioufnefs of che People, which every Day 
increafed more and more. 

However, Lycurgus was fo couragious as to form 
the Defign of making a thorough Reformation in 
the Government ; and in Order co be the better en- 
abled to make wife Regulations, he thought lit to 
travel into feveral Countries, to acquaint him- 
felf with the different Manners of other Nations, 
and to confulc the mod able and experienced Per- 
fons, he could met with, in the Art of Govern- 
rhent. 

Intent upon this Defign, he began with the If- 
land of Crete, whofe hard and aulterc Laws were, 
at that Time, very famous; from thence he pafled 
into djia, where a tjuite oppofite Form of Govern- 
ment prevailed ; and at lall of all, he went into 
Egypt > which was then the Nurfe and Miftrefs of 
Sciences, Wifdom, and good Counfels. 

The long Abfence of Lycurgus did but the more 
inflame the Defire of his Country-men, for foable 
and upright a Governour ; and the Kings them- 
felves importuned him to return, being fenfible 
how much they flood in Need of his Authority to 
keep the People within Bounds, and in fome De- 
gree • of Subjection and Order. On his Arrival 
again at Spat fa, he undertook to change the whole 
Form of their Government; being fully fatisfied, 
that, in fo great a Depravity of Manners, a few 
particular Laws would produce no great Effect. 

But before he put this Defign in Execution, he 
went to Delphos, to confulc the Oracle of Apollo ; 
where, after having offered his Sacrifice, he re- 
ceived that famous Anfwer, in which the Prieftefs 
called him jf Friend of the Gods, and rather a God 
than a Man* And, as for the Favour he defired, 
of being able to frame a Set of good Laws for his 
Country, (he told him, the God had heard his 
Prayers; and that the Common- Wealth he was 
going to cftablifh, would be the moll excellent 
Common- Wealth that had ever been, 'till then 5 as 
indeed it afterwards proved. 

On his Return to Sparta, the firft Thing he did, 
was to bring over to his Defigns the leading Men 
of the City, whom he made acquainted with his 
Views; and when he was aifured of their Appro- 
bation, and Concurrence, he went into the publick 
Market Place, accompanied with a Number of 
armed Men, in Order to aftonifli "and intimidate 
thole, who might be defirous to oppofe his Under- 
take ; which it is a 1 to ni filing, he could ever bring 
to bear. 

In Effect, Lycurgus muft have had a prodigious 
Authority with the People, to have been able to in- 
troduce a Form of Government fo contrary to their 
former Manner of Living, and fo contradictory to 
the Defircs, and Paflions, of Mankind in General. 

The Whole of this new Form may be reduced to 
three Regulations; the greateft and moft confider- 
abie of which was, his Inftitution of the Senate; 
which, by tempering and ballancing, as P/afc ob- 
serves, the too abfolutc Power of che Kings, by 
an Authority of equal Weight and Influence with 
theirs, became the princi pal Support andPreferva- 
tion of that State. For-wnereas before, it was ever 
tottering, and leaning one While towards Tyran- 
ny* by the violent Proceedings of the Kings; ano- 
ther While cowards Democracy, by the exceflive 
bovver of che People ; the Senate ferved as a Kind 
°t Counterpoise co both, which kept the State in a 

Numb. X. 



due Equilibrium, and pre ferved it in a firm and 
fleady Situation : It confided of Thirty Perfons, 
including the two Kings; or Twenty-eight, ex- 
clulive of them ; thefe efpoufed the King's Part, 
when the People grafped at too much Power ; and 
the Interefls of the People, when the Kings at- 
tempted to extend their Authority to too great a 
Height. 

Notwithstanding Lycurgus had thus tempered 
the Government, thofe that came after him thought 
the Power of the Thirty, that compofed the Senate, 
too ftrong and ablolute; and therefore as a 
Check upon them, they devifed the Authority of 
the Ephori, about a Hundred and Thirty Years af- 
ter Lycurgus. 

Thefe Magiftrates were Five in Number, and 
remained but one Year in their Office. They were 
all chofen out of the People ; and in that Refpedt 
pretty much refembled the Tribunes of the People 
among the Romans. Their Authority extended even 
tothearrefting and imprifoning the Perfons of their 
Kings, as it happened in che Cafe of Paufanias. 
The Inftitution of the Ephori began in the Reign of 
Theopompus; whofe Wife reproaching him, that he 
would leave the regal Authority to his Children in a 
worfe Condition, than when he received ic ; hean- 
fwercd, That, on the contrary, he fhould leave it 
in a much better Condition, as it would be more lad- 
ing and permanent. 

The Spartan Government, then, was not purely 
monarchical; the Nobility had a great Share there- 
in, and the People were not excluded. Each Pare 
of this Body politick, in Proportion as it contri- 
buted tothepubljck Good, found their Advantage 
therein ; fo that in Spite of the natural Uneafinefs 
and Inconftancy of Mankind, who are always 
thirfling after Novelty and Change, and have an 
invincible Difguft to t/niformi ty, Lacedamon per- 
fevered in the exact Obfervation of the Laws ofXy- 
curgus . 

The fecond and boldeft Inftitution of that great 
Lawgiver, was the Di\ifion of the Lands, which 
he look'd upon as abfolutely neceflary for the fet- 
ling of Peace and good Order in the Common- 
wealth. The major Part of the People were fo 
poor, that they had pot one Inch of Ground be- 
longing to them ; whilft a fmall Number of parti- 
cular rerfons were pofleffed of all the Lands and 
Wealth of the Country : In Order, therefore, to 
banifh Infolence, Envy, Fraud, Luxury, and two 
other Diftempers of the State , ftill greater and more 
ancient than thofe, namely, extream Poverty, and 
exceflive Wealth ; he pcrfuaded the Citizens to give 
up all their Lands to che Common-wealth, and co 
make a new Divifion of them, that they might all 
live together in a perfect Equality; and that no Pre- 
eminence or Honour fhould be given but to Virtue 
and Merit only. 

This Scheme, as extraordinary it was, was im- 
mediately executed. Lycurgus divided the Lands 
of Laconia into Thirty Thoufand Parts, which he 
diftributed among the Inhabitants of the Country ; 
and the Territories of Sparta into Nine Thoufand 
Parts, which he diftributed among an equal Num- 
ber of Citizens. Ic is faid, that fome Years after, 
as LycUrgus was returning from a long Journey, 
and palling chrough the Lands of Laconia, in th« 
Time of Harveft, upon obferving, as he went along, 
the perfect Equality of the Cofn-ftacks, he turned 
towards thofe that were with him* and faid fmil- 
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Ing: Does not Laconia look like the Poffcjjion of ' fe- 
ver al Brothers, ivho have juji been making a Divi- 
fson of their Shat es and Portions ? 

After having divided their Immoveables, he un- 
dercook likewH'e co make the fame equal Divifion 
of all their moveable Goods and Chattels; chat he 
might utterly baniftifrom among them all Manner 
of Inequality. But, finding this would go more 
againft the Grain, if he went openly about it, he 
endeavour'd co effect it, by Tapping the very Foun- 
dations of Avarice. For, firft, he cried down all 
Gold and Silver-Money 9 and ordained, that no 
other fhould be current than Iron-Coin ; which he 
made fo very heavy, and fixed at fo low a Rate, 
that a Cart and two Oxen were necetfary to carry 
Home a Sum often Mina, (which is not quite 
twenty Pound Sterling) and a whole Chamber to 
hold it. 

The next Thing he did, was tobanilh all ufelefs 
and fuperfluous Arts from Sparta. But if he had 
not done this, moft of them would have funk of 
themfelves, and difappear'd, with the Gold and 
Silver; becaufe the Tradefmen and Artificers would 
have found no Vent for cheir Commodities : And 
this Iron-Money had no Currency among any other 
Grecian People, who were fo far from efteeming 
it, that it became the Subject of their Banter and 
Ridicule. 

Lycurgus, being defirous to make yet a fiercer 
War upon Softness and Luxury, and utterly to ex- 
tirpate the Love of Riches, made a third Regula- 
tion; which was that of publick Meals. That he 
might intireW fupprefs all Magnificence, and Ex- 
travagance ot cxpenfive Tables, he ordained, that 
all the Citizens fliould eat together of the fame 
common Viftuals, which the Law prefcribed, and 
exprefly forbad all private Eating at their own 

H By^his Settlement of publick and common Meals, 
and this Frugality and Simplicity in Eating, it may 
be faid, that he made Riches, in fome Meafure, 
change their very Nature; by rendering them nei- 
ther defirable, nor in Danger of being ftolen ; and 
making them incapable of enriching their Poffef- 
fors : For, chere was no Way left for a Man Co 
ufe, or enjoy chis Opulence, or even Co make 
any Shew of ic ; fince che Poor and che Rich 
cac together in the fame Place; and none were al- 
lowed to appear at the publick Eating-Rooms, af- 
ter having taken Care to ftuff themfelves privately 
with other Diet s becaufe every Bodv prefent took 
particular Notice of any one that did not eat or 
drink heartily ; and the whole Company was fure to 
reproach him with this Delicacy, and Intemperance, 
for defpifing the common Food, and the publick 
Tabic. 

The Rich were extremely enraged at this Regu- 
lation ; and it was upon this Occafion, that in a 
Tumult of the People, a young Fellow, named 
Alexander* ftruck out one of the Eyes of Lycurgus. 
However, the People, provok'd at fuch an Ou- 
trage, delivered che youg Man into the Hands of 
that Lawgiver, who took no other Revenge of 
him, than by endeavouring to reclaim him from 
that furious Temper, by great Kindncfs and Gentle- 
nefs ; which had fo good an Effect, that he be- 
came afterwards very difcrect, and a Matter of his 

Pa (lions. 

The Tables confided of about fifteen Perfons 
each ; where none could be admitted, but with che 



Confent of the whole Company- Each Perfon 
furnifhed, every Month, a Buttiel of Flower, eight 
Meafures of Wine, five Pound of Cheefe, two 
Pound and a half of Figs; and a fmall Sum of Mo* 
ney, for preparing and cooking the Victuals. Every 
one, without Exception of Perfons, was oblig'd to 
be at the common Meal ; and, a long Time after 
the making thefe Regulations, King Agis, at his 
Return from a glorious Expedition, having taken 
the Liberty todifpenfe with that Law, in Order to 
eat with the Queen, his Wife, was both repri~ 
manded, and punifhed. 

The very Children eat at thefe publick Tables; 
and were carried thither as to a School of Wifdom 
and Temperance : They were fure to hear Wit and 
grave Difcourfes upon Government ; and to fee 
nothing but what tended to their InftrucTion and 
Improvement. The Conversation was often en- 
livened with ingenious and fprightlyRailleries, but 
never intermix'd with any Thing vulgar or Clock- 
ing : And if their Jetting feemed to make any Per- 
fon uneafy, they never proceeded any farther. 
Here their Children were likewife trained up and 
accuftomed to great Secrefy : As foon as a young 
Man came into the Dining-Room, the oldeft Per- 
fon of the Company ufed to fay to him, pointing 
to the Door, Nothing- that is Jpoken here, muft ever 
go out there. 

The moft exquifite of all their Eatables, was what 
they called their black Sauce; and the old Men 
preferred it before all that was fet upon the Table. 
Dionyjius the Tyrant, when he was at one of thefe 
Meals, was not of the fame Sentiment j and what 
was a Ragoo to them, was to him very infipid. 
No Wonder, fays the Cook; for the Seafon is want- 
ing. What Seafoning, replyed the Tyrant ? Run- 
ning, Sweating, Fatigue, Hunger, and Thirft | 
thefe are the Ingredients, fays the Cook, with 
which we feafon all our Entertainments. 

When we fpeak of the Ordinances of Lycurgus, 
we do not mean written Laws ; he thought proper 
to leave very few of that Kind, being perfuaded, 
that the moft powerful and effectual Means of ren- 
dering Communities happy, and People virtuous, 
is a good Example; and the Impreftion made on 
the Mind, from the good Manners and Practice of 
the Citizens : For the Principles thus engraven by 
Education, remain firm and immoveable, as they 
are rooted in the Will} which is ever a more ftrong 
and durable Tye, than the Yoke of Neccflity : And 
the Youth, that have been thus fed, thus educated, 
become Laws and Lcgiflators to themfelves. Thefe 
are the Reafons why Lycurgus, inftead of leaving 
his Ordinances in Writing, endeavoured to imprint, 
and to have them recommended, and enforced by 

Practice and Example. 

He looked upon the Education of Youth as the 
greatcft and moft important Object of a Legiila- 
tor's Care. His grand Principle was, that Children 
belonged more to the State, than to their Parents ; 
and therefore he would not have them brought up 
according to their Humours and Fancies, but 
would have the State entrufted with the general 
Care of their Education; in Order to have them 
formed upon conftant and uniform Principles, 
which mignt infpire them betimes with the Love 
of their Country, and of Virtue. 

As foon as a Boy was born, the Elders of each 

Tribe vifited him; and if they found him well 

made, ftrong and vigorous they ordered him to 

be 
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be brought up ; and aflign'd him one of the nine 
Thoufand Portions of Land for his Inheritance; if, 
on the contrary, they found him to be deform'd, 
tender, and weakly, fo that they could not expe£t 
him ever to have a ftrong, and healthful Consti- 
tution, they condemned him to perifh, and caus'd 
the Infant to be expos'd. 

Children were accuftom'd, betimes, not to be 
nice, or difficult, in their Eating; not to be afraid 
in the Dark, or when they were left alone; not 
to give themfeives up to Peevifhnefs, and Ill-Hu- 
mour, to Crying, and Bawling; to walk bare-foot, 
that they might be inur'd to Fatigue ; to lye hard 
at Nights ; to wear the fame Cloaths Winter, and 
Summer, in order to harden them againft Cold, 
and Heat. 

At the Age of feven Years, they were put into 
the Claires, where they were brought up all toge- 
ther, under the fame Difcipline. Their Educati- 
on, properly fpcaking, was only an Apprentice- 
Ihip to Obedience : The Legiflator having rightly 
confider'd, that the fureft Way to have Citizens 
fubmiflive to the Law, and to the MagHtrates (in 
which the good Order, and Happinefs of a State, 
chiefly confilts) was to teach Children early, and 
to accuftom them, from their tender Years, to be 
perfectly obedient to their Maftcrs, and Superi- 
ors. 

While they were at Table, it was ufual for the 
Matters to inftrucl: the Boys, by propofing to them 
divers Queftions, upon various Subjects, They 
would ask, for Inftance, Who is the honefteft Man 
in the Town ? What do you think of fuch, or 
fuch an Action ? The Boys were oblig'd to give 
a quick, and ready Anfwer, which was like wife 
to be accompany'd with a Reafon, and a Proof, 
both couch'd in few Words : For, they were ac- 
cuftom'd, betimes, to the Laconic Stile, chat is, 
to a clofe, and concife Way of fpeaking , and 
writing. Lyeurgus was for having the Money 
bulky, heavy, and of little Value ; and their Lan- 
guage, on the contrary, very pithy, and ftiortj 
chat is, much Senfe, in few Words. 

As for Literature, they only learned juft fo 
much as was necefiary. All the Sciences were ba- 
rn lh'd out of their Country: Their Study only 
tended to know how to obey, to bear Hard/hip, 
and Fatigue, and to conquer in Battle. They had 
for Super- Intendant of their Education, one of the 
moft honourable Men of the City, and of the firft 
Kank, and Condition ; who appointed over every 
Clafs of Boys, Matters of the moft approv'd Wit- 
dom, and Probity. 

There was only one Sort of Theft (and that too 
was more nominal than real) which the Boys were 
allow'd, and even order'd to prattife. They were 
taught to flip, as cunningly, and cleverly, as they 
could, into the Gardens, and publick Halls, in 
order to ileal awny Herbs, or Meat; and, if they 
were caught in the Fa£t, they were punifti'd, for 
theirWant of Dexterity. We are told, that one 
°f them, having itolen a young Fox, hid it un- 
der his Robe, and fufter'd the Animal to gnaw his 
Eellv, and tear out his very Bowels, till he fell 
dead upon the Spot, rather than be difcover'd. 
1 his Kind of Theft, as I have faid, was but no- 
minal, and not properly a Robbery ; fincc it was 
aiJthoriz'd by the Law, and the Confcnt of the 
^itizena. Tne Intent of the Lemflator in allow- 
,n B K waa to infpire the Spartan Youth, who were 



all defign'd for War, with the greater Boldnefs* 
Subtilty, and Addrefs ; to inure them, betimcs» 
to the Life of a Soldier ; to teach them to live 
upon a little j and to be able to fhift for them- 
felves. 

The Patience, and Conftancy of the Spartan 
Youth, moft confpicuoufly appear'd in a certain 
Feftival, celebrated in Honour of Diana, furnam'd 
Orthia 5 where the Children, before the Eyes of 
their Parents, and in Prefence of the whole City, 
furFer'd themfeives to be whipp'd, till the Blood 
ran down upon the Alcar of this cruel Goddefs ; 
nay, fometimes, they expir'd under the Strokes, 
and all this, without uttering the Jeaft Cry, or fo 
much as a Groan, or a Sigh : And, even their 
own Fathers, when they faw them cover 'd with 
Blood, and Wounds, and ready to expire, exhorted 
rhem to perfevere to the End, with Conftancy, and 
Refolution. Plutarch aflures us, that he had hirn- 
felf feen many Children lofe their Lives on thefe 
cruel Occaflons. Hence it is, that Horace gives 
the Epithet of patient to the City of Lacedamon, 
Patiens Lacedamon-, and that another Author 
makes a Man, who had receiv'd three Strokes of 
a Stick, without complaining, far, with a good 
Deal of Humour : Trcs Plagas Spartana Nobili- 
tate concoxi. 

The moft ufual Occupation of the Laccdem'ni- 
ans was Hunting, and other bodily Exercifes.They 
were forbid to exercife any mechanic Art. The 
Helota, who were a Sort of Slaves, tili'd their 
Land for them, and were accountable to them for 
a certain Revenue. * 

Lyeurgus would have his Citizens enjoy a great 
Deal of Leifure: They had large Common-Halls, 
where the People us'd to meet to converfe toge- 
ther : And, though their Difcourfes chiefly turn'd 
upon grave, and ferious Topics, yet they feafon'd 
them with a Mixture of Wit, and facetious Hu- 
mour, that was both agreeable, and infiru&ive. 
They pafs'd little of their Time alone, being ac- 
cuftom'd to live, like Bees, always too ether, al- 
ways about their Chiefs, and Leaders. The Love 
of their Country, and of the publick Good, was 
their predominant Paffion : They did no: imagine 
they beiong'd to thcmfelvcs, but to their Coun- 
try. Predaretus, having mifs'd the Honour, of 
being chofen one of the three hundred, who had 
a certain Rank of Diilinction in the City, went 
Home extremely pleas'd, and fatisfy'd, laying : 
He Was overjoyed, there were three hundn d Men in 
Sparta, more honourable; and worthy than himfe//i 

At Sparta* every Thing tended to infpire the 
Love of Virtue, and the Warred of Vice : Not 
only the Actions of the Citizens, but cvon their 
Converfations, publick Monuments, and Infer ip- 
tions, did the fame. It was hard for Men, brought 
up in the Midft of fo many living Precepts, and 
Examples, not to become virtuous, as far as Hea- 
thens were capable of Virtue. It was to prefcrve 
thefe happy Difpofitions, that Lyeurgus did not 
allow all Sorts of Perfons to travel - 9 left they 
(hould bring home foreign Manners, and return 
infe£red with the licentious Cuftoms of other 
Countries ; which would neccflarily create, in a 
little Time, an Averlion for the Life, and Max- 
ims of Laceditmon. On the other Hand., he would 
fuffer no Strangers to remain in the City, who did 
not come thither upon fome nfeful, or profirablc 
Errand; or who were led thither by mere Curio- 

ii(.y 5 
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fey 5 being afraid, they fliould bring along with 
them the Defeats and Vices of their own Countries; 
and being perluaded, at the fame Time, tha: it 
was more importance and neceflary, to lhut the 
Gates of the Town againft deprav'd, and corrupt 
Manners, than again It infectious Diftempers. Pro- 
perly fpeaking, the very Trade, and Butinefs of 
the Lacedxmomans was War j every Thing, with 
them, tended that Way j Arms were their only 
Exercife> and Employment : Their Life much lei's 
hard, and auttere in the Camp, than in the City; 
and they were the only People in the World, to 
whom the Time of War was a Time of Eafe, and 
Refrefhment; becaufe then the Reins of that 
irrict, and fevere Difcipline, which prevail'd at 
Sparta, were a little rclax'd; and the Men were 
indulg'd in a little more Liberty. With them, 
the firft, and mott inviolable Law of War, as 
Dcmaratus told JCerxes, was never to fly, or turn 
their Backs, whatever Superiority of Numbers the 
Enemy's Army might confift of ; never to quit 
their Poll ; never to deliver up their Arms ; in a 
Word, either to conquer, or to die on the Spot. 
This Maxim was fo important, and eflential, in 
their Opinion, that, when the Poet jirchilochus 
came to Sparta, they oblig'd him, forthwith, to 
leave their City ; becaufe they underftood, that, 
in one of his Poems, he had faid, It was better 
for a Man to throw down his Jfrws, than to ex- 
pofe him/elf to be killed. 

Hence it is, that a Mother recommended to 
her Son, who was going to make a Campaign, 
that he fhould return, either with his own Shield, 
or upon thofe of his Fellow- Soldiers ; and that 
another, hearing that her Son was kill'd in fight- 
ing for his Country, anfwer'd without any Emo- 
tion ; / brought kirn into the World for no other 
End. This Humour prevail'd fo generally among 
the Lacedemonians ; that, after the famous Battle 
of LeutJra, which was fo fatal to the Spartans , 
the Parents of thofe, who dy'd in the Action, con- 
gratulated one another upon it, and went to the 
Temples, to thank the Gods, that their Children 
had done their Duty ; whereas, the Relations of 
thofe, who furviv'd the Defeat, were inconfo- 
iable. 

If any of the Spartans fled in Battle, they were 
dilhonour'd, and difgrae'd for ever : They were 
not only excluded from all Pofts, and Employ- 
ments in the State, from all Aflemblies, and pub- 
lick Divcrfions, but it was reckon'd fcandalous, 
to make any Alliances with them by Marriage; 
and a Thoufand Affronts, and Infulcs, were pub- 
lickly put upon them with Impunity. 

The Spat tans never went to fight, without firft 
imploring the Help of the Gods, by publick Sa- 
crifices, and Prayers ; and when that was done, 
they march'd againit the Enemy with a perfect 
Confidence, and firm Expectation of Succefs, as 
being aflur'd of the divine Protection; and, to 
make Ufe of Plutarch'* Expreflion, Jts if God 
were prefent with, and /ought /or them* 

When they had broken, and routed their Ene- 
mies Forces, they never purfu'd them any farther, 
than was necelfary to make themfelves fure of 
the Victory: After which they rccir'd; as think- 
ing it neither glorious, nor worthy of Greece, to 
i.ut in Pieces, and deftroy an Enemy, who yield- 
ed, and fled. And this prov'd as ufeful, as ho- 
isiurablc to the Spartans: For, their Enemies 
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knowing, that all, who refilled them, were pu f 

to the Sword, and that they fpar'd none but iho\\. 

who fled, generally chofe rather to ilie, than t 0 
re lift obltinately. 

When the firft In Hi tut ions of Lycttrgus were re- 
ceived, and confirmed by Practice j and the Form 
of Government, he had eftabliftrd, feem'd ftrong, 
and vigorous enough to fupport itfelf ; as Plato 
fays of God, that, after he had finiflTd the Crea- 
tion of the World, he rejoie'd, when he faw it 
turn about, and perform its firft Motions with fo 
much Jultnefs, and Harmony ; fo the Spartan 
Legiflator, pleas'd with theGoodnefs, and Beauty 
of his Laws, felt his Joy, and Satisfaction re- 
doubled, when he faw them, as it were, enforce 
themfelves, and operate fo fuccefsfully. 

But defiring, as far as human Prudence could 
effect it, to render them immortal, and unchange- 
able, he fignify'd to the People, that there was 
ftill one Point remaining to be perform'd, the 
moft elfential, and important of all, about which 
he would go, and confult the Oracle of Apollo ; 
and, in the mean Time, he made them all take 
an Oath, that, till his Return, they would, in- 
violably, maintain the Form of "Government, 
which he had eftablinYd. When he was arriv'd 
at Delphos, he confulted the God, to know whe- 
ther the Laws he made were good, and fufficicnt 
to render the Lacedemonia?is happy, and virtu- 
ous; Apollo anfwer'd, that nothing was wanting 
to his Laws ; and that, as long as Sparta obferv'd 
them, fhe would be the moft glorious, and happy 
City in the World. Lycurgus fent this Anfwer 
to Sparta : And then, thinking he had fulfill'*! 
his Miniftry, he voluntary dy'd at Delphos, by 
abftaining from all Manner .of Suftenance. His 
Notion was, that the Death of great Perfons, and 
Statefmen, fhould not be barren, and unprofitable 
to the State; but a Kind of Supplement to their 
Miniftry ; and one of their moft important Acti- 
ons; which ought to do them as much, or more 
Honour than all the reft. He, therefore, thought, 
that, in dying thus, he fhould crown, and com- 
leat all the Services, which he had render'd to 
is Fellow- Citizens in his Life -Time; fince his 
Death would engage them to a perpetual Obfer- 
vation of his Ordinances, which they had fworn 
to obferve inviolably, till his Return. 

At the fame Time that we rcprefent the Scnti. 
merits of Lycurgus upon hisownDeath, intheLight 
wherein Plutarch has tranfmitted them to us. vve 
are very far from approving them ; and we make 
the fame Declaration, with Refpect to feveral 
other Facts of the like Nature, which we fome- 
times relate, without making any Reflections upon 
them, though we think them very unworthy ot 
Approbation, The pretended Heathen Wife-Men, 
both in this Point, and divers others, had but 
very faint, and imperfect Notions; or, to fpeak 
more properly, were left in great Dar' .efs, an J 
Error. 

They laid down, indeed, this admirable Prin- 
ciple, which wc meet with in many of thcirWri- 
tings : That Man, plac'd in the World, as in a 
certain Poft, by his General, cannot abandon it, 
without the exprefe Command of him, upon 
whom he depends ; that is, upon God himfcll. 
At other Times, they look'd upon Man, as u 
Criminal condemn'd to a melancholy Prifonj from 
whence, indeed, he might defire to be relea^> 
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Init could not lawfully attempt: Co be fo, but by 
i he Courfe of Ju It ice * and the Order of the Ma- 
niflrace; and not by breaking his Chains, and 
facing cne Gates of his Prifon. Thefe Notior.s 
are excellent; becaufe they are true: But the 
Application they made of them was w rong; name- 
Jy, as they took that for an exprefs Order of the 
Deity, which was the pure Effect of their own 
Weakncfs, or Pride ; by which they were led to 
put themfelves to Death, either that they might 
deliver chemfelves from the Pains, and Troubles 
of this Life, or immortalize their Names; as was 
the Cafe of Lycurgus* Cato, and a Number of O- 
thers, who, for that Reafon, were falfly efteem'd 
Heroes. 

There muft needs have been (to judge only by 
the Event) a great Fund of Wifdom, and Pru- 
dence, in the Laws of Lyctugus ; fwce, as long 
as they were obferv'd in Sparta (and that they 
were for above five hundred Years) it was a molt 
flourifhing, and powerful City. It was not fo 
much ( fays Plutarch, fpeaking of the Laws of 
Sparta} the Government, and Polity of a City, 
as the Conduct, and regular Behaviour of a wife 
Man, who pa Acs his whole Life in the Exercife 
of Virtue : Or, rather (continues the fame Au- 
thor) as the Poets feign, that Hercules, only with 
his Lion's Skin, and his Club, went about clear- 
ing the World of Robbers, and Tyrants; fo Sparta, 
with a Slip of Parchment, and an old Coat, gave 
Laws to all Greece, which willingly fubmitted to 
her Dominion ; fupprefs'd Tyranny, and unjuft 
Authority in Cities ; put an End to Wars, as Ihe 
thought lit, and appeas'd Infurrections ; and all 
this, generally, without moving a Shield, or a 
Sword ; and only by. fending a fimple Ambaflador 
amongft them, who no fooner appear'd, than all 
the People fubmitted, and flock'd about him, like 
fo many Bees about their Monarch : So much 
Refpect did the Jultice, and good Government 
of this City, imprint upon the Minds of all their 
Neighbours. In order to the undemanding this 
Part of that Paflage, which mentions the Slip of 
Parchment, and the old Coat, it is necelTary, our 
Readers fhould know, that when the Senate fent 
any Inftructions to their Generals, their Manner 
of writing was; to wrap a Slip of Parchment 
round a Stick, fo as no void Space was left upon 
it, and write their Orders thereon. By this Means, 
when the Parchment was taken off the Stick, 
there was no Poflibility of any one's reading what 
was written thereon, unlefs he had a Stick of the 
fame Size, and Length, to wrap it round, which 
no Body had but the General to whom it was di- 
rected ; and confeqaently , if it fell into the Ene- 
my's Hands, it would be of no Ufe to them. As 
to- the old Coat, JgefHain, and feveral of their 
Rrcateft Generals, us'd to appear frequently in an 
old Thread-bare Coat. ' 

We find, at the End of LycurguS* Life, one 
[ingle Rtflettion made by P/utatch, which, of 
itleU, comprehends a great Encomium upon that 
^cgiilator. He there fays, that Plato, Diogenes, 
teno, and all thofe, who have created of the fra- 
ming a political State, or Government, took their 
riuns from the Republic!* ettablilh'd by Lycurgus; 
with this Difference between him, and them, that 

jwjr confiVd themfel 
1 
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wwiiuH u tnemieivea wholly to Words, and 
theory; but chat, Lycarj>Ms f without dwelling 
u Po« Ideas, and theoretical Syltcms, did really, 



and effectually, fettle an inimitable Polity, and 
iorm a whole City of Philofophers. 

iri order to fucceed in this Undertaking, and 

to eitablifh the molt perfect Form of a Common- 
wealth that could be, he melted down, as it were, 
and bl-jndcd together, what he found belt in every 
Kind of Government, and moft conducive to the 
publick Good ; thus tempering one Species with 
another, and bal lancing the Inconveniences, to 
which each of them, in particular, is fubject, with 
the Advantages that refult from their being united 
together. Sparta had fomething of the monar- 
chical Form of Government, in the Authority of 
her Kings : The Council of Thirty, otherwife 
call'd, the Senate, was a true Ariltocracy ; and 
the Power veiled in the People, of nominating 
the Senators, and of giving San£tion to the Laws, 
refembled a democratical Government. The Cre- 
ation of foeJtfbo/i, afterwards, ftrrv'd to rectify 
what was amifs in thofe previous Eltabli foments, 
and to fupply what was wanting. Plato, in more 
Places than one, admires Ljcurgus's Wifdom, in 
his contriving, and erecting the Senatorial Autho- 
rity, which was equally advantagious both to the 
King, and the People; becaufe, by this Means, 
the Law became the only fupream Miftrefs' or the 
Kings; and the Kings never became Tyrants over 
the Law. 

The Defign form'd by Lycurgus, of making an 
equal Diftribution of the Lands among the Citi- 
zens, and of intirely bani thing from Sparta all 
Luxury* Avarice, Law-Suits, and Diffenfions, by 
abolifhing the Ufe of Gold, and Silver, would 
appear to us a Scheme of a Common -wealth, 
finely contriv'd for Speculation, but utterly im- 
practicable in the Execution, did not Hiftory af- 
fure us, that Sparta did actually fubfift in that 
Condition for many Ages. 

When we place this Transaction among the 
laudable Parts of Lycurgus^s Laws, we don't pre- 
tend to exempt it wholly from Blame ; for we 
think it can fcarce be reconcil'd with that general 
Law of Nature, which forbids the taking away 
one Man's Property to give it to another; and 
yet this is what was really done upon this Occa- 
lion. Therefore, in this AiFair of dividing the 
Lands, we confider only fo much of it, as was 
truly commendable in itfelf, and worthy of Ad- 
miration. 

Can we polTibly conceive, that a Man could 
perfuade the richer!, and molt opulent Inhabi- 
tants of a City, to reiign all their Revenues, and 
Eltates, in order to level, and confound chcrn- 
felves with the poorcft of the People; to fubject 
themfelves to a new Way of living, both fevere 
in itfelf, and very confining ; in a Word, to de- 
bar chemfelves the Ufe of every Thing, wherein 
the Happinefs, and Comfort of Life, is thought 
to con filt? And yet this is what Lysuigu* brought 
to pafs in Sparta. 

Such an Initirution ns this would have been lefs 
wonderful, had it fubiilted only during the Lite 
of the Legillator ; but wc know, that it lulled 
many Ages after his Deceafe. Xcnophon, in the 
Encomium he has left us of ^geftlaus, and Cicero, 
obferves, Laccdamon was the only City in the 
World, that prefer v'd her Difcipltnc, and Laws, 
for fo conliderable a Term of Years unalcer'd, and 
inviolate. Soli ( laid the latter, in fncakinc of 
the Laccd*ewo/iiii/ji] totooibc ten arum u tiinvtntcs 



i$4 



The HISTOR'J 




jam tififios araptius unis moiibus, <J nunqnam mutatis 
Leg: bus vivunt. We believe chough, that in C7 
two's Time, the Difciplinc of Sparta, as well as 
her Power, was very much relax\J, and diminihYd : 
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pires, that have fubdu\l, and enflav'd the WorlJ 
by Violence: But Lycurgtts was convine'd, that a 
City had Occaiion for nothing of that Kind, in 
order to be happy. His Policy, which has juftly 



m J ~ I 1 J J ^ %J J 

Bur, however, all Hiltorians agree, chat it was been the Admiration of all Ages, had no farther 
maintained in all its Vigour, till the Reign of View-, than to citahlilh Equity, Moderation, Li- 



gejilaus j under w horn Ly fancier, though incapable 
hirnfelf of being blinded, or corrupted, with (Jold, 
yet fiiTd his Country with Luxury, and che Love 
of Riches, by bringing into it immenfe Sums of 
Gold, and Silver, which were the Fruits of his 
Victories, and overthrowing thereby the Laws of 
Lycurgus. 

But the Introduction of Gold, and Silver Mo- 
ney, was no: the firlt Wound given by the Lace- 
damonians to the Inltitutions ot their Legislators, 
it was but the Confequence of the Violation of 
another Law, yet more fundamental- Ambition 
was the Vice, that preceded, and made Way for 
Avarice. The Defire of Conqucfts drew on that 
of Riches; without which they could not propole 
extend their Dominions. The main Deiign ot 
L\cutgits 9 in the eltablifliing his Laws, and espe- 
cially that, which prohibited the Ufe of Gold, 
and Silver, was, at> Pu/ybius, and Plutarch, have 
judiciouily obferv\J, to curb, and re drain the 
Ambition of his citizens ; to difable them from 
making Conqucfts ; and, in a Manner, to force 
them to con line themfelves within the narrow 
Bounds ot" their own Country, without carrying 
their Views, and Pretenfions any further- Indeed, 
the Government, which he ettablifti'd, was fuffi- 
cient to defend the Frontiers of Sparta 5 but was 
not calculated for the railing her to a Dominion 
over other Cities. 

The Defign, then, of Lycurgus, was not to 
make the Spartans aim at being Conquerors. To 
take away all fuch Thoughts from his Fellow-Ci- 
tizens, he exprefsly forbid them, though they in- 
habited a Country furrounded with the Sea, to 
meddle in maritime Affairs ; to have any Fleets; 
or ever ro fight upon the Sea. They were reli- 
gious Ob fur vers of this Prohibition for many Ages j 
and even till the Defeat of Xerxes : But, upon 
that Occafion, they began to think of making 
themfelves Mailers of the Sea, that they might 
be able to keep that formidable Enemy at the 
greater Diitance. Bur, having foon percciv'd, 
that thefe maritime, remote Commands, corrupt- 
ed the Manners of their Generals, they laid that 
Pr »j:ct ahde, without any Difficulty, as we ftiall 
obfeive, when ive come to fpeak of. King l Pau- 
fanias. 

When Lyrurpus arm'd his Fellow-Citizens with 
Shields and Lances, 11 was not to enable them to 
commit Wrong , and Outrages, with Impunity; 
but only to defend themfelves again ft the In vari- 
ous, and Injuries of others. He made them, in- 
deed, a Nation of Warriors, and Soldiers; but it 
w:n only, that, under the Shadow of their Arms, 
thvy might live i>> Liberty, Moderation, Jyftice, 
Union, and Peace* by being content with their 
own Territories, without usurping chofc of others; 
and by being perfuaded, that no City, or brute, 
no more than a tingle Perfon, can ever hope for 
folid, and hilling Happinefs, but in, and through 
Virtue. Men ot a deprnv'd Tadc (fays C P tut arch 
farther on the fame Subject) who think nothing 
fo dffirnble, as Riches, and a large Kxtenr of 
Dominion, may give Preference to thofe raft Km- 



bcrtv, and Peace; and was an Enemy to alj 
Injustice, Violence? Ambition, and the Paflioa of 
domineering, and extending the Bounds of the 
Spartan Commonwealth. 

Such Reflections as thefe, which P tut arch agree* 
ably interfperfes in his Lives, and in which their 
greateft, and molt elfcntial Beauty conflfts, are 
of infinite Ufe towards the giving us true Notions 
of things > and making us underftand, wherein 
confilis the folid, and true Glory of a State, that 
is really happy ; as aJfo to cor reel thofe falfe I- 
deas we arc apt to form of the vain Greatnefs of 
thofe extended Empires, which have fwallow'd 
up Kingdoms} and of thofe celebrated Conquer- 
ors, who owe all their Fame, and Grandeur, to 
Violence, ar.d Ufurpation. 

1 he long Duration of the Laws eftablifh'd by 
Lycurgus, is, certainly, a wonderful Thing : But 
the Means he made Ufe of to fucceed thetein, are 
no lefs worthy of Admiration. The principal of 
thefe was the extraordinary Care he took to have 
the Spaitan Youth brought up in an exact, and 
fevere Dil' ipline : For (as Plutarch obferves) che 
religious Ojligation of an Oath, which he exacted 
from the Citizens, would have been a feebleTye, 
had he nor, by Education, infus'd his Laws, as 
it were, into the Minds, and Manners of the Chil- 
dren, and made them fuck in, almoft with their 
Mothers Milk, an Affection for his Inftitutions. 
This was the Rcafon> why his principal Ordinan- 
ces fubfifted above five hundred Years, having 
funk into the very Temper, and Hearts of the 
People; like a ftrong, and good Dye, that pene- 
trates to the Bottom. Cicero makes the fame Re- 
mark} and afcribes the Courage, and Virtue of 
the Spartans, not fo much to their own natural 
Difpoh'rion, as to their excellent Education: Cu- 
jus civitatis fp eft at a ac nob Hi tat a Firtus, non fo- 
turn Hut ura cot robot at a, vctum ctiam Difciplina 
put at nr. All this {hews of what Importance it is 
ro a State, to take Care, that their Youth be 
brought up, in a Manner, proper to infpire them 
with a Love to the Laws of their Country. 

The great Maxim of Lycurgus, which rfriftoth 
repeats in exprefs Terms, was, that, as Children 
belo. g to the Stare, their Education ought to be 
directed by che State; and the Views, and fnterefh 
of the State only confider'd therein. 'Twas for 
this Rcafon, he dchVd they ihouid be educated 
all in common; and nor left to the Humour, and 
Caprice of their Parents; who, generally, through 
a faff, and blind Indulgence, and a miltakcn Tcn- 
dernefs; enervate, at once, both the Bodies, and 
Minds of their Children. At Sparta, from their 
rendered Years, they were inur'd to Labour, and 
Fatigue, by the Exercifcs of Hunting, and Ra- 
ting; and accudom'd betimes to endure Hunger, 
and Third, He.it, and Cold ; and, what it's diffi- 
cult to make Mofhcrs believe, all thefe hard, and 
laboriousExercifes, tended to procure them Health, 
and make their ConfHtutions the more vigorous, 
and robulr, able to bear the ffirdfhips, and Fa- 
riguesof War; which am. what w.*rea!l dv'lign'd 
from rbvir Cradles. 

Bun 
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But the moil cxc^iicnc Point in the S/u; /./// 
Fducauon, wa>, chac it taught young People io 



oi a iobuii 9 m;< I rigorous Complexion 5 j • j p 
pc»!e it were io ; can n Man no Way i *_ i v o hi. - . 



perfectly well to obey. 'Tis Irom hence the Poet Country, bur by the Strength of his Bo J y r i 
Simonides gives that City the remarkable, and there no Account to be made of his vYiidoir. . 

Prudence, Counfcl, Uenerofity, Courage, M:ii>ii'i 
nimity ; and, in a. Word, of all the Qualiuc*, 
that depend upon the Mind, and the intellectual 
Faculties I Omni no Mud honcjium, quod cx annuo 
exec if o tnagnijico-yne qu<eiimus, animi cjfititur, nan 
Cot ports Yuihus. Old Lycurgus himfclf render 
lefs Service, or do lefs Honour to Spat ta, by 
ciVablitliir.gr his Laws, than the grcatelt Generals 
did by their Victories? slg ejilaus was of fo fma.il 
a Stature, and lo mean a Figure in his Pcrfon, 
that - , at the firfi Sight of him, the Egyptians could 
not help laughing : And yet, as little as he vva:, 
he m:ide the great King of Pa/la tremble in the 
Mid ft of his Palace 

But, what is yet flrongcr than all wc have faid, 
has any other Perfon a Right, or Power, over 
the Lives of Men, lave he, from whom they re- 
ceived them; even God himfclf? And, does r.ct 

a Legitiator vifibly ufurp the Authoriry of God 7 
whenever he arrogate* to himfclf fuch a Power, 
without his Commillion ? That Precept of the 
Decalogue, which was only a Ue novation ot' the 

Law of Stature, Thou jh.de not ,(•///, entirely 

condemns all thofe among the Ancients, who 
imagin'd they had a Power of Life, and Death., 
over their Slaves ; and even over [.heir own Chil- 
dren. 

The great Defect in LycurguSs Laws (as Fiat/!, 
and Ariflotie have obferv'd ) is, that they only 
tended to form a warlike, and martial People. 
All that Legiflator's Thoughts feem'd wholly- 
bent upon the Means of ftrengchening the Bodic* 
ot the People, without any Concern tor the cul- 
tivating of their Minds : Why fliould he baniih 
from his Common- Wealth all Arts, and Sciences? 
Since, betides many other Advantages, they have 
this agreeable Effect, that they fweetcn, and fof- 
tcn our Manners, polilh our Underhand ings, im- 
prove the Heart, and render our Behaviour civil, 
courteous, gentle, and obliging} fuch, in a Word, 
as qualifies us for Company, and Society, and 
makes the ordinary Commerce of Life agreeable? 
Hence it came to pafs, that there was fomcthing 
of a Roughlicfs, and Aufterity in the Temper', 
and Behaviour of the Spai tans, a:ul many Times, 
even fomeching of Ferocity; a Failing, that pro- 
ceeded chiefly from their Kducation, and that icn- 
der'd them unacceptable to all their Allies. 

It was an excellent Practice in Sparta, to ac- 
culrom their Youth, betimes, to fuffcr 1 leat, and 
Cold, Hunger, andThirli; and by feveral fevere, 
and laborious Exercifes, to bring the Body into 
Subjection to Reafon; whole faithful, and diligent 
Miniiter it oughr to be, in the Kxecurion of all 
Orders, and Injunctions ; which it can never do, 
il it be nor able to undergo all Sorra of Hard- 
ihips, and Fatigues. But, was it rational in them 
to carry their Severities as far, as the inhuman 
Treatment, whereof we have been ("peaking? And, 
was it not Brutilhncfs, and Barbarity in" the Fa- 
thers, and Mothers, to fee the Blood trickling 
from the Wounds of their Children ; nay, and even 
to fee them expiring under the Lallics, without 
Concern ? 

Some Peoplr admire the Courage of i he Spar- 
tan Mothers, who could hear the News ol the 
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lofty Epithet, of the Tamer of Men ; which de- 
notes, that they alone knew how to fubdue the 
pailions of Men, and to render them pliant, and 
fubmilfive to the Reins, and Curbs of the Laws, 
in the fame Manner as Horfes are taught, to obey 
the Spur, and the Bridle, by being broken, and 
manag'd, while they are young. For this Reafon, 
jgejiiaus advis'd Xenopbon to fend his Children 
to Sparta, that they might learn there the nobleft, 
and greatelt of ail Sciences ; namely, how to 
command, and how to obey. 

One of the Lelfons oftenelt, and mod ftrongly 
inculcated into the Lacedemonian Youth, was, to 
bear a great Reverence, and Refpect to old Men, 
and to give them Proofs of it upon all Ocean" ons, 
by faluting them, by making Way tor them, and 
giving them Precedence in the Streets; by rifing 
up, to thew them Honour in all Companies, and 
publick Aflemblies ; but, above all, by receiving 
their Advice, and even their Reproois, with Do- 
cility, and Submiilion : By thefe Charactericks, a 
Lacedemonian was known wherever he came : If 
he had behav'd other wife, it would have been 
look'd upon as a Reproach to himfelf, and a 
Dishonour to his Country. An old Man of Athens 
going into the Theatre once to fee a Play, none 
of his own Countrymen offer'd him a Seat : But, 
when he came near the Place, where t! e Spartan 
Ambafladors, and the Gentlemen of their Retinue 
were fitting, they all rofe up, out of Reverence 
to his Age, and feated him in the Midft of them; 
Upon which, the whole Audience giving a great 
Shout, in Applaufe of fo laudable an Action, the 
old Man faid aloud, very juftly ; Tbe Athenians 
know what is praife-worthy, hut the Spartans prac- 
tice it. Ly/ander, therefore, had Reafon to fay, 
that old Age had no-where fo honourable a Dwel- 
ling- Place as in Sparta, and that it was an agree- 
able Thing to grow old in that City. 

As excellent, however, as the Laws of Lycurgus 
were, they were far from perfect, and had feve- 
ral Defects; in order to difecrn which, we need 
only compare them with thofe of Mofes, which 
wc know were dictated by more than human Wif- 
dom. But our Defign, in this Place, is not to en- 
ter into an exact Examination of the Particulors, 
wherein the Laws and Inftitutions of Lycurgus 
are faulty : We mall content ourfelves with mak- 
ing fome flight Reflections only, which, probably, 
may have already occurred to our Readers, in the 
bare Perufal of thofe Ordinances, among which 
there are fome, that they will be juftly offended 
with, on the firft Perufal. 

To begin, for hi fiance* with that Ordinance re- 
lating to the Choice they made of their Chil- 
dren, as which of them were to be brought up, 
jwd which expos'd to perifli ; who would not be 
ihock'd at the unjull, and inhuman Cuttom of pro- 
nouncing Sentence of Death upon all fuch Infants, 
as had the Misfortune to be born with a Conlli- 
tution, that appeared too weak to go through the 
fatigues and Exercifes, to which the Common- 
Wealth deftiVd all her SubjuAi ? Is it then im- 
poirible, and without Example, that Children, 
Who are tender, and weak in their Infancy, fliould 
<=ver alter, as they grow up; and become, inTimc, 
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Death of choir Children flain in Battle, not only 
•without Tears, but even with a Kind of Jov, and 
Satisfaction. In our Opinion, it would have ihovsn 
much better, if Nature had exerted herfelf a little 
more on fuch Occafions ; nor ought the Love of 
one's Country utterly to extinguifh the Sentiments 
of maternal Tendernefs. A French General, who 
was told, in the Heat of Battle, that his Son was 
ilain, feems, by his Anfwer, to have thought 
more juftly : Let us think, at prefeut (faid he) 
how to conquer the Enemy, To-morrow I will mourn 
for the Lojs of my Son. 

Nor is much more to be faid, in our Opinion, 
in Excufe for that Law of Lycurgus, which en- 
join'd the fpending fo much of theirTime in fdle- 
nefs, and Inaction; and the following no other 
Bufinefs than that of War. He left all the Arts, 
and Trades, entirely to the Slaves, and Strangers, 
who Jiv'd amonglt them ; and put nothing into 
the Hands of the Citizens, but the Lance, and the 
Shie'd. Not to mention the Danger there was in 
fuffering the Number of Slaves, that were necef- 
fary for tilling the Land, to increafe to fuch a 
Degree, as to become much more than that of 
their Matters, which was often an Occafion of Se- 
ditions, and Riots among them ; how many Dif- 
orders mult Men neceflarily fall into, who have 
fo much Leifure upon their Hands, and have no 
daily Occupation, or regulated Labour? 

This is an Inconvenience, ftill but Coo common 
among our Nobility 5 and which is the natural 
Effect of their wrong Education. Except in the 
Time of War, and even then, moft of our Gentry 
fpend their Lives in a moft ufelefs, and unprofi- 
table Manner. They look upon Agriculture, and 
Arts, and Commerce, as beneath them; and what 
would derogate from their Gentility. They fel- 
dom know how to handle any Thing, but their 
Swords ; and it is much to be queftion'd, of late 
Years, whether moft of onr Fidling, and Opera 
Virtuo/i know how to ufe them, or would dare to 
draw them. As for the Sciences, they take but a 
very fmall Tincture of chem, juft fo much as they 



cannot well be without; and many of them ha v.. 
not the lea ft Knowledge of them in the World* 
nor any Manner of Talte lor Books, or Reading 
We are not to wonder then, if Gaming, and Hunt- 
ing, Eating, and Drinking, mutual Viiits, and fri- 
volous Difcourfe, and even more pernicious A mufe- 
ments, make up their whole Occupation. What 
a Life is this for Men, who have any Genius, or 
l/nderftanding I 

Lycurgui would be utterly inexcufablc, if he 
gave Occafion, as he is accus'd of having done, 
for all the Rigour, and Cruelty, exercis'd towards 
the He Iota in his Republick. Thefe Helot a were 
the Slaves, employed by the Spartans to till the 
Ground. It was their Cuftom, not only to make 
thefe poor Creatures drunk, and expofe them be- 
fore their Children, in order to give them an Ab- 
horrence for fo fhameful, and odious a Vice, but 
alfo to treat them with the utmoft Barbarity; as 
thinking themfelves at Liberty to deftroy them, 
by any Violence, or Cruelty whatsoever, under 
Pretence of their being always ready to rebel. 

Upon a certain Occafion, related by Thucydides, 
two Thoufand of thefe Slaves difappear'd at once; 
without any Body's knowing what was become of 
them. Plutarch pretends, this barbarous Cuftom 
was not pra£tis'd till after the Time of Lycurgus ; 
and that he had no Hand in it. 

But that wherein Lycurgus appears to be moft 
culpable, and which beft Ihews, the prodigious 
enormities and grofs Darknefs the Pagans were 
plunged in, is the little Regard he ftiew'd for 
Modefty and Decency, in what concerned Educa- 
tion of Girls, and the Marriages of young Wo- 
men ; which was, without Doubt, the Source of 
thofe Diforders, that prevailed in Sparta, as jiri- 
fiotle has wifely obferved. When we compare 
thefe indecent and licentious Institutions of the 
wifeft Legiflator, that ever profane Antiquity 
could boalt of, with the Sanctity and Purity of 
the Evangelical Precepts, what a noble Idea does 
it give us of the Dignity and Excellence of -she 
Chriftian Religion ? 
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Of the Government of Athens ; The Laws of Solon ; The Hiftory of 
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me of the War between the 
lo/oJfherSj and Poets, among/} 



and Greeks; Of the moft 



T! O come next to the Athenians, we have al- 
ready obferv'd, thofe famous People were 
gjovern'd, at firft, by Kings; but then 
rhefe their Monarchs had little more than the 
Name of Sovereigns; for their whole Power, be- 
ing conhVd to the Command of the Armies, va- 
nilh'd in Time of Peace. Every Man was Matter 
in his own Houfe, where he lived in an abfolute 

S ate oi" Independence. Codrus, the laft King of 
ylthenu having devoted himfelf to did for the 

publick Good, his Sons, Mcdon and JVt feus ,q;uar- 



re I'd about the Succcflion. The sftheniam took 
this Occafion to abolifh the regal Power, though 
it did not much incommode them ; and declar'd, 
that Jupiter alone w<is King of Athens ; at the 
very fame Time, that the /Jews were weary of 
their Theocracy ; that is, of having the true God 
for their King ; and would abfolutcly have :t Man 
to reign over them. 

Plutarch obferves, that Homer, when he enu- 
merates the Ships of the confederate (irecia/ti, uivrs 
the Name of People to none, but the sJthetii<inSy 

from 



The HISTORY of 

from whence ic may juftly be inferred, that the 
Athenians even then had a great Inclination to a 
\moeratical Government, and that the chief Au- 
thority at that Time redded in the People. 

In the Place of their Kings they fubftituted a 
Kind of Governors for Life, under the Title of 
Jrchontes. Bat this perpetual Magistracy appeared 
liill in the Eyes of this free People, as too lively 
an Image of regal Power, the very Shadow of 
which they were defirous of abolifhing ; for 
which Reafon. they nrit reduced that Office to the 
Term of ten Years, and then to that of o:;e : And 
this they did with the View of refuming the Au- 
thority the more frequently into their own Hands, 
which they never transferred to their Magi (traces* 
but with Regret. 

Such a limited Power as this was not fufficient 
to reftrain ihoic turbulent Spir'us, who were grown 
excelfively jealous of their Liberty, and indepen- 
dency ; very apt to be offended at any Thing that" 
feem'd to break in upon their Equality j and al- 
ways ready to take Umbrage at every Thing that 
had the lealt Appearance of Dominion or Supe- 
riority. From hence arofe continual Faclio .s and 
Quarrels; there was no Agreement or Concord a- 
mong them, either about Religion, or Govern- 
ment. Athens^ therefore, continued a long Time 
incapable of enlarging her Power ; it being very 
happy for her, chat fhe could pieferve herfelf from 
Ruin, in the Mid ft of thole long and frequent 
Dilfenfions, which lh.e had to combat. 

In Time, Misfortunes make People fee their 
Errors, and reform them ; accordingly the Athe- 
nians learned, at length, that true Liberty confifts 
in a Dependance upon JufHce and Reafon ; which 
happy Subjection cou'd not be eftabliih'd, by any 
but a Legiflator ; wherefore they pitch'd upon 
Draco, a Man of acknowledge Wifdom and 
Integrity, for that Employment ; before his 
Time, it does not appear, that the Grecians had 
any written Laws. The firft of that kind, then, 
were of his publishing 5 the Rigour of which an- 
ticipating, as it were, the Stoical Doctrine, was 
fo great, that it punihYd the fmalleft Offence, as 
well as tlie molt enormous Crimes, equally with 
Death ; and the Reafon he gave for this Severity 
was, That the leajl Offence deferved Death, and for 
the great eft he could infiicl nothing ivorfe. 

Thefe Laws of .Draco, fays Denudes, written, 
r.ot with Ink, but with Blood, had the fame Fate, 
Ji'i ufuaily attends all violent Things- Sentiments 
<>; Humanity in the Judges; Companion for the 
Accufed, whom they were wont to look upon ra- 
rher as unfortunate, than criminal, and the Ap- 
pi chenfio/.s the Accuicrs and vVitnelfes were under, 
"I rendering themfelvcs odious to the People; all 
thefe Motives concurred to produce a Rcmifncfs 
r " the Execution of the Laws ; which, by chat 
Means, in Proccfs of Time, became, as it were, 
abrogated through Difufe: And thus, an exccllive 
K i gou r paved the Way for Impunity. 

However, the Danger of relapiing into their for- 
mer Difordcrs, made the Athenians have Recourfe 
to f>*ili Precautions ; for they were willing to 
Slacken the Curb, and Relcraint of Fear, but not 
t(1 break it. In order, then, to find out fome Miti- 
gation, which might make Amends for what they 
U) °* away from the Letter of the Law, they calt 
f neir Ky Vii upon one of the wifelt, and mod vir- 
Perl ons of that Age, we mam Solon whofe 
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fingular Qualities, and efpeciaily his great Mcck- 
nefs, had acc|uired him the Affection and Venera- 
tion of the whole City. 

His main Application had been to the Study of 
Philofophy 5 and efpeciaily to that Part of it, 
which we call Polity, and which teaches the Art 
of Government. His extraordinary Merit gave 
him one of the firft Ranks among the feven Sages 
or Wifcmen of Gtace, who render'd the Age we 
are f peaking of fo illultrious. 

Thefe Sages often pay'd Vifits one to another ; 
and once in Particular, whilft Solon was at Milctos 
vifiting ThaleSj another of thofe Sages, he hap- 
pen'd to (ell him, that he wonder'd why he had 
never dchVd to have either Wife or Children. 27%/- 
Ics made him no Anfwer juft then ; but a few Days 
after contrived, that a Stranger fhould corne into 
their Company, a;;d pretend he was newly aniv'd 
at Atkins, from whence he had fet out about ten 
Dajs before. So/on, hearing the Stranger fay trnV, 
asked him, if there was no News at Athens, when 
he came away? The Stranger, who had been 
taught his Leifon, replied, that he had heard ot 
nothing, but the Death of a young Gentleman, 
whom all the Town accompanied to the Grave; 
becaufe, as they faid, he was the Son of the wor- 
thier! Man in the City, who was then abfent. 
Alas.' cried Solon, interrupting the Man in his 
Story ; how much is the poor Father of the Youth 
to be pitied.' But, pray, what is the Gen demand 
Name? I heard of his Name, replied the Stran- 
ger, but I have forgot it. 1 only remember, chat 
People talk'd much of his W ifdom and Jufticc. 
Every Anfwer afforded new Matter of TroubL- and 
Terror to this inquifitive Father, who was very 
juftly alarm'd. Was ic not, faid he at length, the 
Son of Solon ? The very fame, replied the Stran- 
ger. Solon at thefe Words rent his I Joarhs, and 
beat his firealt ; and, exploiting his Sorrow by- 
Tears and Groans, gave hirnfelt up to the molt 
feniiblc Affliction. Tha/es, feeing this, tool: him 
by the Hand, and faid to him, with a .Smile, 
*• Comfort your felf, my Frier. d > all, that has bc-n 
"told you, is a mere Ficlion. Sow you fee the 
" Reafon why i never married : 'Tis becaufe 1 don't 
"care to expo fe m) felf to fuch Trials and Afflic- 
tions." 

However, Plutarch, very juftly, has given us 
a large Refutation, of this fahe Reasoning of 
Tha/es-y which m.ded to deprive Mankind, or" flic 
molt natural, and rcafonable Endearments Mi Life ; 
inftead of which, the Heart of Alan will not i ail 
to fubliiturc orhcis of an unjult and unl.iv. ful Na- 
ture, which will expofe him to no lefa Pains and 
fnconveniei.cies. 'I he Remedy, lays this Hilio- 
rian, again!!: the Grief, that may arrive from the 
Lofs of Gods, of Friendj, or of Children, j.s v.oz 
to rhrow away our Kllates, and reduce our fcl\c: 
to Poverty ; to make an abfolure Renunnai ion nC 
all Friendihip ; or, r-j confin*- our felves rn a hi ate 
of Celibacy ; but, Uj'o.i all fuch Arcidcurs -u.cl 
Misfortunes, to make a right: bfeofour Reafon. 

To return to the .'/,7a ///•/// r, after having, ir-r 
fome Time, enjo) VI ch is Tranquillity and Peace, 
which had been procured them by the J rudei.ee, 
and Courage of Solon, who was as pjivar a Warii- 
our as he was a State/man, they rein pled into their 
former Dilfenfiom;, about the Government of the 
Commonwealth, and were divided into as many 
Parties, as there were di'fTeivt.l boil; ef fn habi- 
le r tants 
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hints in Jit tic a. For thofe, that lived upon the 
Mountains, were fond of a popular Government; 
thofe in the Low-lands, were for an Oligarchy ; 
and thofe, that dwelt on the Sea-coafts, were for 
having a mixt Government, compounded of thofe 
two Forms blended together ; and thefe hindered 
the other two oppolite Parties from getting the 
Advantage over one another. Befides thefe, there 
was a fourth Part)-, which coniilted only of the 
Poor, who were grievoufly harrafs'd and opprcfsM 
by the Rich, on Account of their Debts, which 
they were not able to di (charge. This unhappy 
Parry was determined to choofc thcmfclves a Chief, 
who fhould deliver them from the inhuman Seve- 
rity of their Creditors, and make an entire Change 
in the Form of their Government," by making a 
new Diviiion of the Lands. 

In this extreme Danger all the wife j4thc7iians 
call their Eyes upon Solon, who was obnoxious to 
neither Party ; becaufe he had never fided either 
with the fnjuftice of the Rich, or the Rebellion 
of the Poor; and they foil icited him very much 
to take the Matter in Hand, and to endeavour to 
put an End to thefe Differences and Diforders. He 
\vas very unwilling to take upon him fo dangerous 
a Commiffion ; however, he was at lad chofen 
sfrcbzn> and was conftituted fupreme Arbiter and 
Legiflator, with the unanimous Confent of both 
Parties; the Rich liking him, as he was rich; 
and the Poor, becaufe he was honeft. 

He now had it in his Power to make himfelf 
King ; feveral of the Citizens advifed him to it; 
and even the wifeft among them, not thinking it 
was in the Power of human Reafon to bring about 
a favourable Change, confident with the Laws, 
were not unwilling the fupreme Power fhould be 
vdred in one Man, who was fo eminently diftin- 
guilhed for his Prudence and Juftice. But, not- 
withstanding all theRemonftrances that were made 
to him, and all the Solicitations and Reproaches 
of his Friends, who treated his Refufal of the Dia- 
dem, as an Effect of his Cowardice and Want of 
Spirit, he was itill firm and unchangeable in his 
Purpofc, and would hearken to no other Scheme, 
than that of fettling fuch a Form of Government, 
in his Country, as fhould be founded upon the Ba- 
lis of ajuft and rcafonable Liberty. Not ventur- 
ing, therefore, to meddle with certain Diforders 
and Evils, which he looked upon as incurable, he 
undertook to bring about no other Alterations or 
Changes, than fuch. as he thought he could perfuade 
the Citizens to comply with, by Argument and 
Reafon ; or bring them into, by the Weight of 
his Authority; wifely mixing, as he himfelf fa id, 
Authority and Power with Reafon and Juftice. 
Wherefore, when one afterwards asked him, if 
the Laws, which he had made for the Athenians, 
were the beft : \ cs, faid he, the bcjl they were ca- 

pjbh of receiving. 

The Soul of popular Eftatcs is Equality ; but, 

for fear of difgufting the Rich, So/on durfl not 
propofe an Equality of Lands and Wealth ; where- 
by Attica, as well as Lac*nia, would have refem- 
l/led a paternal Inheritance, divided among a 
Number of Brethren. However, he went fo far 
its ro put an Kr.d to the Slavery and Opprcffionof 
t!.ofe poor Citizens, whofe excellive Debts and ac- 
Cumul.ircd Arrears had forced them to fell their 
iVrfoi.s and Liherry, and reduce thcmfclves to a 

State of Servitude and Bondage. An exprefsLaw 



was made, which declared all Debtors difcharged 
and acquitted of all their Debts. 

This AiFair drew Solon into a troublefome Scrape, 
which gave him a great Deal of Vexation and 
Concern. When he ftrft determined to cancel the 
Debts, he fore fa w, that fuch an Edict, which had 
fomething in it contrary to Juftice, would be ex- 
tremely ofFenfive. For which Reafon he endca- 
vour'd in fome Mcafure to rectify the Tenour of 
it, by introducing it with a fpecious Preamble, 
which fet forth a great many very plaulible Pre- 
texts, and gave fome Colour of Equity and Rea- 
fon to a Law, which in Reality had neither. But, 
in order hereto, he firft difclofed his Defign to 
fome particular Friends, whom he ufed to confult 
in all his Affairs, and concerted with them the 
Form, and the Terms, in which this Edict: fhould 
be expreffed* 

Unfortunately, before it was publifhed, thefe his 
Friends, who were more felf-interefted than faith- 
ful, fecretly borrowed great Sums of Money of their 
rich Acquaintance; which they laid out in pur- 
chafing Lands, as knowing they would not be 
affected by the Edict. When this appear'd, the 
general Indignation, that was raifed by fuch a 
bafe and flagrant Knavery, fell upon Solon ; tho* 
in Reality he had no Hand in it : But it is not e- 
nough for a Man in Place to be difinterefted and 
upright himfelf ; all, that furround and approach 
him, ought to be fo too ; Wife, Relations, Friends, 
Secretaries and Servants. The Faults of others 
are charged to his Account: All the Wrongs, all 
the Rapines, that are committed, either through 
his Negligence or Connivance, are juftly imputed 
to him ; becaufe it is his Bufinefs, and one of the 
principal Defigns of his being put into fuch a Truft, 
to prevent thofe Corruptions and Abufes. 

This Ordinance, at hrft, pleafed neither of the 
two Parties ; it difgufted the Rich, becaufe it abo- 
liflied the Debts and diffatisfied the Poor, becaufe 
it did not ordain a new Divifion of the Lands, as 
they had expected, and as Lycurgus had actually 
effected at Sparta, But Solon's Credit at Athens % 
fell very fhort of that Credit and Power which 
Lycurgus had acquired in Sparta ; for he had no 
other Authority over the Athenians^ than what the 
Reputation of his Wifdom, and the Confidence 
the People had in his Integrity, had procured 
him. However, in a little Time afterwards, this 
Ordinance was geperally approved of, and the 
fame Powers, as before, were continued to Solon. 

He next repealed all the Laws, that had been 
made by Draco, except thofe againft Murder. 
The Reafon of his doing this, was the exceflivc 
Rigour of thofe Laws, which inflicted Death equal- 
ly upon all Sorts of Offenders ; fo that they who 
were convicted of Sloth and Idlenefs, or they that 
only had ftolen a few Herbs, or a little Fruit, out 
of a Garden, were as fevcrely punifhed, as thofe 
that were guilty of Murder or Sacrilege. 

Then he proceeded to the Regulation of Offices, 
Employments, and Magiftraciea, all which he 
left in chc Hands of the Rich; for which Reafon, 
he diftributcd all the rich Citizens into three 
ClafTes ; ranging them according to the Differences 
of their Incomes and Revenues, and according to 
the Value and Eftimation of each particular Man't* 
Eflate. Thofe, that were found to have five hun- 
dred Meafures per rfnnum, in Corn and Liquids, 

were placed in the firft Rank; thofe, that had 

three 
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three hundred, were placed in the fecond; and 
thofe, that had but two hundred made up the 
third, 

Jill the reft of the Citizens, whole Income fell 
ihort of two hundred Meafures, were comprized 
in a fourth and laft Clafs, and were never admitted 
jnto any Employments. But, in order to make 
them fome Amends for this Exclufion from Offices, 
he left them a Right to vote, in the Affemblies 
and Conventions of the People j which at firft feem'd 
to be a Matter of little benefit to them, but in 
Time became extremely advantageous, and made 
them Matters of all the Affairs of the City : For 
moft of the Law-fuits and Differences return'd to 
the People, to whom an Appeal lay, from all the 
Judgments of the Magiftrates : And, in the Af- 
femblies of the People, like wife, were determined 
the greateft and molt important Affairs of the 
State, relating to Peace or War. 

The Areopagus, fo called from the Place where 
their ArTemblies were held, had been a long Time 
eftablifhed. Solon ratified and augmented its Au- 
thority, leaving to that Tribunal, as the fupreme 
Court of Judicature, a general Infpe&ion and Su- 
per-intendar.cy over all Affairs, as alfo the Care of 
caufing the Laws (of which they were the Guar- 
dians) to be obferved and put in Execution. Before 
his Time, the moft honeft and upright Men were 
made the Judges of the Areopagus. Solon was the 
firft who thought it convenient, that none (hould 
be honoured with that Dignity, fave fuch as had 
pafs'd through the Office of Archon. Nothing was 
fo auguft, as this Senate ; and its Reputation, for 
Judgment and Integrity, became fo very great, that 
the Romans fometimes referred Caufes, which were 
too intricate for their own Decifion, to the Deter- 
mination of this Tribunal. 

Nothing was regarded, or attended to here, but 
Truth only j and to the End that no external Ob- 
jects might divert the Attention of the Judges, 
their Aflembiies were always held at Night, or 
in the Dark ; and the Orators were not allowed to 
make ufe of any Exordium, Digreflion, or Per- 
oration. 



fr and the poor People may be caught, and in- 
<c tangled in them; but the rich, and power- 
ful, will break through them, and defpife 
«■ them." 

Solon, who was an able> and prudent Man, was 
very fenfible of the Inconveniencies, that attend 
a Democracy, or popular Government. But, ha- 
ving throughly ftudy'd, and being perfectly well 
acquainted with the Character, and Difpofition 
of the Athenians-, he knew it would be a vain 
Attempt, to take away the fovereign Power from 
the People ; and that, if they parted with it at 
one' Time, they would foon refume it at another, 
by Force, and Violence. He, therefore, contented 
himfelf with curbing, and checking their Power, 
by the Authority of the Areopagus, and the Coun- 
cil of four hundred 5 judging, that the State, be- 
ing upheld, and fecur'd, by thefe two powerful 
Bodies, as by two good Anchors, would not be 
liable to be fo tols'd, and difturb'd, as it had 
been j and, that the People would be kept in 
greater Order, and Tranquility. 

We fhall only mention fome of the Laws which 
So/on made, by which, our Readers may be able 
to form a Judgment of the Reft. In the firft 
Place, every particular Perfon was authoriz'd to 
efpoufe the Qjjarrel of any one, who was injur'd; 
and infulted 5 fo that the firft Comer might profe- 
cute the Offender, and bring him to Juftice, for 
the Outrage he had committed. The Defign of 
this wife Legiflator, by this Ordinance, was to 
accuftom his Citizens to have a Fellow- Feeling 
of one another's Sufferings, and Misfortunes, as 
they were all Members of one, and the fame 
Body. 

By another Law, thofe Perfons, who, in pub- 
lick Differences, and Diffcnfions, did not declare 
themfeives of one Party, or other, but waited to 
fee howThings would go, before they determin'd, 
were declar'd infamous, condemn'd to perpetual 
Banifhment, and to have all their Eftates confis- 
cated* 



At the fame Time Solon, to prevent, as much 
as poflible, the Abufe which the People might 
make of the great Authority he left in them, 
created a fecond Council, coriiifting of four hun- 
dred Men, a hundred out of every Tribe j and 
ordered all Caufes and Affairs to be brought be- 
fore this Council, and to be maturely examined 
by them, before they were propofed to the Gene- 
ral Aflembly of the People ; to the Judgment of 
which the Sentiments of the other were to fubmit, 
and to which alone belong'd the Right of giving 
a final Sentence and Decifion. 'Twas upon this 
Subject Anacharfts (whom the Reputation of the 
Sages of Greece had drawn out ot the Middle of 
Scythid) faid one Day to Solon, " I wonder you 
fhould empower the Wife- men only to delibe- 
rate and debate upon Bufincfs, and leave the 
c * Determination and Decifion wholly to Fools. " 

Upon another Occafion. when Soloh was con- 
certing with him upon fome other Regulations he 
had in his Mind* Anacharfis, aftonilhed that he 
could expeft to fuccced in his Dcfigns of curbing 
and rcftraining the Avarice and Injufticc of the 
vatizcns by written Laws, anfwer'd him in this 
Manner: M Give mc leave to tell you, that your 

Writings are juft like Spiders- Webs : The Weak 



« 



Solon had learn'd, from long Experience, and 
deep Reflexion, that the Rich, the Powerful, and 
even the Wife, and the Virtuous, are, ufually, 
the moft backward, to expofe themfeives to the 
Inconveniences, which puolick Diflenfions, and 
Troubles, produce in Society ; and that their Zeal 
for the publick Good does not render them fo 
vigilant, and aftive in the Defence of it, as the 
Pailions of the Factious render them induftrious 
to deftroy it ; that the honeft Party, being thus 
abandon'd by thofe, who are capable -of giving 
moft Weight, Authority, and Strength to it, by 
their Union* and Concurrence, becomes unable to 
grapple with the audacious, and violent Enter- 
prizes of a few daring Innovators. To prevent 
this Misfortune, which may be attended with the 
moft fatal Confcquences to a State. Solon judg'd 
it proper to force the Well-arTefted, by the Fear 
of greater Inconveniencies to themfeives, to de- 
clare for the honeft Party, at the very Beginnin 
of Difturbances; and to animate the Spirits, an 
Courage or the beft Citizens, by engaging with 
them in the common Danger. By this Method of 
accuftoming the JVlinds of the People* to look 
upon that Man, almoft as an Enemy, and a 
Traytor, who Ihould appear indifferent to, and 
unconcern'd at, the Misfortunes of the Publick, 

he provided the Stare with a quick, and fure Re- 
medy* 
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mcdy, again ft the fuddcn Enterprises of wicked, 
and profligate Citizens. 

Ac the lame Time, he abolifh'd the giving of 
Portions in Marriage with young Women, unlefs 
they were Only Daughters; and order'd, that the 
Briiie ihould carry no other Fortune to her Hus- 
band, than three Suits of Cloaths, and fome few 
Houihold- Goods of little Value: For, he would 
noc have Matrimony- become a Traffick, and a 
mecr Commerce of fntereft; but dehVd, that it 
Ihould be regarded, as an honourable Fellowship, 
and Society; in order ro raife Subjects to the State, 
to make the marry 'd Pair live agreeably, and 
harmonioufly together; and to give continual 
TclHmonics of mutual Love, and Tendernefs, to 
each other. 

Before the Time of Solon, the Athenians were 
not allow'd to make their Wills : the Wealth of 
the Deceas'd always devolved upon his Children, 
and Family. The Law of Solon allow'd every 
one, who was Childkfs, to difpofe of his whole 
Eftate, as he thought fit; preferring, by that 
Means, Friendfliip to Kindred 5 and Choice to 
Neceflity, and Conftraint; and rendering every 
Man truly Matter of his own Fortune, by leaving 
him at Liberty to beftow it where he pleas'd. 
This Law, however, did not authorize, indiffe- 
rently, all Sorts or' Donations : It juftify'd, and 
approv'd of none, but thofe that were made free- 
ly, and without any Compuhion ; without having 
the Mind diftemper'd, and intoxicated with Phil- 
tres, or Charms; or perverted, and fedue'd, by 
the Allurements, and CarefTes of a Woman : For, 
this wife Law- Giver was juftly perfuaded, that 
there is no Difference to be made between being 
fedue'd, and being fore'd ; looking upon Artifice, 
and Violence; Pleafure, and Pain, in the fame 
Light; when they are made Ufe of, as Means to 
impofe upon the Reafon of Men, and to influence 
their Underftandings. 

Another Regulation he made, was to lelTen the 
Rewards of the Victors, at the Ifihmian, and 0- 
Ijmplc Games ; and to fix them at a certain Va- 
lue, viz. a hundred Drachmata, which make about 
forty Shillings, for the firft Sort; and five hun- 
dred Drachmata $ that is, about ten Pouds, for 
the fecond. He thought it (hameful, that Boxers, 
and Wrcftlcrs, a Sort'of People, not only ufelefs, 
but often dangerous to the State, fhould have any 
confiderable Rewards allotted them, which ought, 
r.irher, to be rcferv'd for the Families of thofe 
Pcrfons, who dy'd in the Service of their Coun- 
try ; it beitig very juit, and reafonable, that the 
Stare ihould fupporr, and provide for fuch Or- 
phans, who, probably, might come, in Time, to 
follow the good Examples of their Fathers. 

In order if) encourage Arts, Trades, and Ma- 
nufa&orics, the Senate of Areopagus were charg'd 
with rhe Care of enquiring into the Ways, and 
Means, which every Man made Ufe of to get his 
Livelihood; and of chaitifing, and puniftiing all 
thofe, who led an idle Life. Befides, the fore- 
mcntion'd View, of bringing Arts, and Trades, 
into a fiDuri filing Condition, rhis Regulation was 
founded upon two other Rcafons yet more' im- 
portant'. 

1. This wife Law Giver confider'd, that fuch 
Perfons, as have no Fortune, and make Ufe 
of no Method'; of Indwlhry to get their Liveli- 
hood, are ready 10 employ all Manner of unjult, 
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and unlawful Means of getting Money ; and that 

the Necellity of iubfifting fome Way, or other 

difpofes them for all Sorts of Mifdemeanors 3 .R a . 

pines, Knaveries, and Frauds : From hence there 

lp rings up a School of Vice in the. Bofom of the 

Common -Wealth ; and fuch a Leaven is created 

therein, as does not fail to fpread its Infection* 

and, by Degrees, corrupt the Manners of the Pub- 
lick. 

In the fecond Place, the moft able Statefmen 
have always look'd upon thefe indigent, and idle 
Fellows, as a Troop of dangerous, reftlefs, and 
turbulent Spirits, thirfting after Innovation, and 
Change 5 always prepared for Seditions, and In- 
novations ; and particularly interefted in Revolu- 
tions of the State, by which- alone, they can hope- 
to change their own Situation, and Fortune. 

It was for all thefe Reafons, that, in the Lav/ 
before-mention'd, Solon declar'd, that a Son Ihould 
not be oblig'd to fupport his Father in Old- Age, 
or Neceflity, if the latter had not taken Care to 
have him brought up to fome Trade, or Occu- 
pation : And all Children, that were fpurious, 
and illegitimate, were exempted from the fame 
Duty : For, 'tis evident, fays Solon, that whoever 
contemns the Dignity, and Sanctity of Matrimony, 
to that Degree, has never had in his View, the 
lawful End we ought to propofe to ourfelves in 
getting Children, but only meant to fatisfy his 
own Luft, and Paflion. Having then fatisfy'd his 
own Defires, and had the End he proposed to 
himfelf, he has no proper Right over the Perfons 
he begot ; upon whofe Lives, as well as Births, he 
has entail'd an indelible Infamy, and Reproach. 

It was prohibited to fpeak any 111 of the Dead; 
becaufe Religion directs us to account the Dead 
as facrcd : Juftice requires us to fpare thofe who 
are no more ; and good Policy Ihould hinder Ha- 
treds from becoming immortal. It was alfo for- 
bidden to affront, or give ill Language to any 
Body in the Temples, in Courts of Judicature, in 
publick Aflemblies, apd in the Theatres, during 
the Time of Reprefentation : For, to be no-where 
able to govern our Paulons, and Refentments, ar- 
gues too untraceable, and licentious a Difpofition; 
as to bridle them, at Times, and upon all Occa- 
fions, is a Virtue, beyond the mere Force of hu- 
man Nature; and a Perfection, which was rcferv'd 
for the Gof pel- Times. 

Cicero obferves, that this wife Legiflator of 
Athens y whofe Laws were ftill in Force there, even 
in his Time, had provided no Law againft Par- 
ricide; and, being ask'd the Reafon why he had 
not ? He anfwcr'd, That, to make Laws againjl* 
and ordain c Pun foments for a Crime-, that had ne- 
ver been know ft, or heard <?/, was the fV ay to in- 
troduce it, rather than to prevent it. . Wc omit 
feverai of his Lawn concerning Marriage, and 
Adultery, in which there are remarkable, and 
manilelt: Conrradiclions 5 and a "great Mixture of 
Light, and Darkncfs ; Knowledge, and Error; 
which we generally find among the very wifeft 
of the Heathens, who had no fettled Principle, or 
Rule, to go by. 

After Solon had publifhM his Laws, and had 
engaged the People, by publick Oath, to obfervc 
them rcligioufly, at leafr, for the Term of rt 
Hundred Years, he thought proper to remove 
from Athens ; in order to give thcmTimc to take 
Root, and to gather Strength, by Culiom ; stf 
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alfo, to rid himfelf of the Trouble, and Impor- 
tunity of thofe, who came to confuk him about 
the Senfe, and Meaning of his Laws, and to avoid 
the Complaints, and Odium of Others : For, as 
he faid himfelf, In great Undertakings, it is hard 
{if not impojfihle) to pkafi all Parties. He was 
abfent ten Years, in which Interval of Time we 
are to place his Travels into Egypt ; into Lydia, 
vifit King Crcefus ; and into feverai other Coun- 



to 

tries 



At his Return, he found the City all in Con- 
fufion, and Tumult; the three old Fa£Hons were 
reviv'd, and had form'd three different Parties. 
Lyourgus was at the Head of the People that in- 
habited the low Lands ; Megacles, the Son oiAlc- 
maon, was the Leader of thofe, who dwelt upon 
the Sea-Coaft ; and Pifijtratus had declar'd for 
the Mountainiersj to whom were join'd the Han- 
dicraftfmen, and Labourers, who liv'd by their 
Induftry ; and whofe chief Spleen was againft the 
Rich : Of thefe three Leaders the two laft were 
the moft powerful, and confiderable. 

Megacles was the Son of that Alcmxon, whom 
Crtefus had graetly enrich'd for a particular 
Service he had done him. He had likewife mar- 
ry'd a Lady, who had brought him an immenfe 
Portion : Her Name was Jgarifta, the Daughter 
of C lift bene s, Tyrant of & icy on. 

This Gliflhenes was, at that Time, the richeft, 
and moft opulent Prince in Greece : He was de> 
firous to chobfe a worthy Son-in-Law, and that he 
might know his Temper, Manners, and Character, 
from his own Experience, he invited all the 
young Noblemen of Greece, to fpend a Year 
with him at his Houfe : For, this was an an- 
cient Cuftom in that Country. Several of them 
accepted the Invitation, and there came from dif- 
ferent Parts, to the Number of Thirteen. There 
was nothing, every Day, but Races, Games, Tour- 
naments, magnificent Entertainments, and Convex- 
fations upon all Sorts of Queftions, and Subje&s. 
One of the Gentlemen, who had before carry'd it, 
beyond all his Competitors, loft the Frincefs, 
becaufe he had made Ufe of fonte indecent Ges- 
tures, and Poftures, in his Dancing, with which 
her Father was extreamly offended : Wherefore, 
Glijlhencs, at the End of the Year, declar'd for 
Magueies, and fent the Reft of the Noblemen 
away loaden with Civilities, and Prefents: This 
was the Megacles, of whom we are fpeaking. 

Pifijlratus^ was a well-bred Man, of a gende, 
and infinuating Behaviour, ready to fuccour, and 
affift the Poor ; wife, and moderate towards his 
Enemies; the moft artful, and acomcpliftiedDiflTem- 
Mcr; and one, who had all the Appearances of 
Virtue, even beyond the moft virtuous; who 
jeem'd to be the moft zealous Stickler for Equa- 
lity, among the Citizens ; and who abfolutely de- 
clared againft all Innovations, and Change. It 
was not very hard for him to impofe upon the 
people, with all this Artifice, and Ability. But 
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drew all the World to it. Solon went among the 
Reft, for the Sake of hearing The/pis j who a&ed 
himfelf, according to the Cultom of the ancient 
Poets. When the Play was ended, Jie call'd to 
Thefpis, and ask'd him, Why he was not ajhamcd 
to utter fuck Lies before fo many People '4 The/pis 
made Anfwer, That there -was no Harm in Lies of 
that Sort, and in poetical Ficlions, which were 
only made for Diverfion. Jtf Q - ( reply'd Solon ) 
linking hard with his Stick upon the Ground : 
But, if We fuffer, and approve of Lying for our 
Diverfion, it will quickly find its Way into our 
ferious Contrails, and into all our Bufinefs, and 
Affairs. 

t In the mean Time, Pifijiratus ftill pu/h'd on 
his Point; and, in order to accomplish it, made 
Ufe of a Stratagem, that fucceeded, as well as he 
could expea. He gave himfelf feverai Wounds ; 
and, in that Condition, with his Body all over 
bloody, made himfelf be carry'd in a Chariot 
into the Market- Place ; where he rais'd, and in- 
flam'd the Populace, by giving them' to under- 
ftand, that his Enemies had treated him at that 
Rate ; and that he was the Victim of his Zeal for 
the publick Good. 

An AfTembly of the People was immediately 
conven'd : And there it was refolv'd, in Spite of 
ail the Remonftrances Solon could make againft 
it, that fifty Guards fhould be allowed Pifijlratus 
for the Security of his Perfon. He foon aug- 
mented the Number, to as many as he thought fir } 
and, by their Means, made himfelf Matter of 
the Citadel. All his Enemies betook themfelves 
to Flight, and the whole Body of the Citizens 
were in a great Confternation, and Diforder, ex- 
cept Solon 9 who loudly reproached the Athenians 
with their Cowardice, and Folly ; and the Tyrant 
with his Treachery. And when he was ask'd, 
what it was, that gave him fo much Firmnefs, 
and Refolution ? My Old- Age, faid he. He was* 
in Truth, very old 5 and did not feem to rifque 
much, being pretty near the Period of his Days : 
Though it often happens, however, that Men crrow 
fonder of Life, in Proportion as they have the 
lefs Reafon, and the lefs Right, to defire it ihould 
be prolong'd. 

But Pifftratus, after he had fubdu'd all, thought 
his Conqueft incompleat, till he had gain'd So- 
lon** and, as he was well acquainted with the 
Means, that are proper to engage an old Man, he 
treated him accordingly ; omitting nothing, chat 
could tend to foften, and win Upon him; and 
fhcw'd him all poffible Marks of Friendfhip, and 
Eftccrrt ; doing him all Manner of Honour, hav- 
ing him often about his Perfon, and profefling a 
great Veneration for his Laws ; which, in Truth, 
he both obferv'd himfelf, and caus'd ro be ob- 



ferv'd by Others. Hereupon, Solon, feeing it wai 
impoflible, either to bring Pifsfiratus, by fair 
Means, to auit his Ufurpation, or to depofe him 
, . . , . * - b y Force; thought it a Piece of Prudence, not to 

>/ 0 quickly jaw through his Difguife, and per- cxafperate the Tyrant, by rejeaing the Advances 
iv a the Drift of all his feemmg Virtue, and he made him; and hop'd, at the fame Time, 

that, by entering into his Confidence, and Conn- 
fels, he might, at lcah\ be capable of dirctf ing 
a Power, which he could not abolifh ; and of mi- 
tigating the Mifehicf, and Calamity, that he had 
not been able to prevent. 

Solon did nor iurvive the Liberty of his Conn- 
Novelty try two Years complcat; for, PiJ/jltJttts made 

S f him- 



Sol 
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fair Pretences : However, he thought fit to keep 
Mcafurea wich him, in the Beginning ; hoping, 
perhaps, by gentle Methods, to bring him back 
*o his Duty, 

It was at this Time, 'fhcjpis began to change 
|«e Grecian Tragedy : We fay, change ; becaufe 
11 Aad been invented long before. This 
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himfelf Mailer of j£tbcns> under the Archon Co- 
rn: as, the firll Year of the fifty- hrll Olympiad 
antl Solcn dy'd the Year following, under the Jlr- 
choii Hcgejh -a tits, who fucceeded Co mi as. 

Some Time after, the two Parties, headed 
by Lxcurgus, and Megachs, uniting, drove Pi* 
fijh ants out of Athens ; however, he was loon re- 
call'd by Mcgacles, who gave him his Daughter 
in Marriage. But, a Difference, that arofe, upon 
Occafion of this Match, having embroil'd them 
afreih, the Alcm&onid* had the Worft of it, and 
were obliged to retire: Pijiftratus was twice dc- 
pos'd, and twice re-afcended the Throne. His 
Artifices rais'd him to it, and his Moderation 
maintain'd him fherein ; and, undoubtedly, his 
Eloquence, which, even in Tullfs Judgment, was 
very great, render'd him very acceptable to the 
Athenians* who were already too fenfibly affected 
with the Charms of fine Language, fince they 
made them forget the Care of their Liberty. ^ 

An exact Submiffion to the Laws, diftinguifti'd 
Pififiratus .from moft other Ufurpers; and the 
Mildnefs of his Government was fuch, as might 
make many a lawful Sovereign blufh. For which 
Reafon, the Character of Pijiftratus has been 
thought worthy to be fet in Oppofition to that of 
other Tyrants ; and Cicero, doubting what Ufe 
Gc/ar would make of his Pharjalian Victory, 
wrote to his dear Friend Atticus : bicertum eft 
Pbalarimne, an Pififtratum, fit imitaturus. It is 
uncertain, whether he will follow the Example 

of P ha far is, or Pifijlratus. 

This Tyrant, indeed, if we can properly call 

him lb, always fhew'd himfelf very popular, and 
moderate; and commanded his Temper fo, as 
patiently to bear Reproaches, and Infults, when 
he had it in his Power to revenge them with a 
Word. His Gardens, and Orchards, were open 
to all the Citizens; in which he was afterwards 
imitated by Cimon ; and it is faid, was the firlt, 
who open'd a publick Library in Athens , which 
after his Time, was much augmented; and, at 
laftj carry 'd into Perfia, by Xerxes, when he cook 
the City: But Sefeucus Nicanor, a long Time af- 
terwards, reftor'd it :o Athens Cicero thinks al- 
fo, it was Pij]Jlratus 9 who firft made the Atheni- 
ans acquainted with the Poems of Homer; who 
difpos'd the Books into the Order we now find them; 
whereas, before, they were confus'd, and not di- 
verted into Order ; and who fir/l caus'd them to 
be publickly read at their Feafts, call'd, P ana- 
thema : Plato afcribes this Honour to his Son 
Hipparchuu At laft, after a long Reign, Piftf- 
t rat us dy'd in Tranquility, and tranfmitted to 
hi; Sons the fovereign Power, which he had 
ufurp'd thirty Years before; fevenceen of which 
he had reign 'd in Peace, and Qujetnefs 



His Sons were, Hippias, and Hipparchus. Thu- 
'ydichi adds a Third, which he calls TbeiTaius. 



They feem'd to have inherited, from their Fa- 
ther, an Affection for Learning, and learned Men. 
P/a/Oy who attributes to Hipparchus, what we 
have faid concerning the Poems of Homer, adds, 
that he invited to Athens the Poet Anacreon, who 
was of Tcot, a City of Ionia ; and, chat he fent 

He 

, an- 
other famous Poet, of the Hie of Ceos y one of the 
C ' ' ' ' 
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Dclign of thefe Princes, in inviting Men of Let- 
ters to Athens, was (fays P/ato) to fbften, and 
cultivate the Minds of the Citizens ; and to infuf c 
into them a Relilh, and Love for Virtue, by gj v . 
ing them a Talte for Learning, and the Sciences-. 
Mheir Care extended, even to the inftructing Q ( 
the Peafants, and Country- People, by erecting 
not only in the Streets of the City, but in all the 
Roads, and High -Ways, .Statues of Stone, call'd 
Mercuries 9 with grave Sentences carv'd upon 
them ; and thus did chefc filent Monitors give 
initrucrive Leflbns to all PafTengers. 'Plato feenu 
to fuppofe, that Hipparchas had a joint Autho- 
rity, or, that the two Brothers reig^d together. 
But Thucydides proves, that Hippias, as the eldeft 
of the Sons, fucceeded his Father in the Govern- 
ment. Be that as it wilJ, their Reign, in the 
Whole, after the Death of Pififtratus, did not iaft 
above eighteen Years ; and what put an End to 
their Dominion, was as follows : 

Harmodius, and Ariftogiton, both Citizens of 
Athens, were link'd together in a clofe Friend- 
mi p. Hipparchus, angry with the firft, for a 
perfonal Affront he pretended to have receiv'd 
from him, fought to revenge himfelf upon his 
Sifter, by putting a publick Affront upon her; 
which, he. did, by obliging her fhamefully to re- 
tire from a folemn Procelfion, in which (he was 



ig, that fhe was 
ch 



a Ceremony, 

Her Brother, and his Friend, being both ftung 
to the quick by fo groli, and o u tragi ous an Af- 
front, took, from that Moment, a Refolution to 
attack the Tyrants ; And, to do it the more ef- 
fectually, they waited for the Opportunity of a 
Feftivai, which they judg'd would be very favou- 
rable for their Purpofe ; this Feaft was that of 
the Panathenaa, where the Ceremony required, 
that all the Tradcfmen, and Artificers, fliould be 
in Arms. For the greater Security, they only 
admitted a very fmall Nnmber of the Citizens 
into their Secret ; reckoning, that, upon the firffc 
Motion, all the Reft would join them ; and, on 
the Day appointed, they went betimes into the 
Market-Place, arm'd with their Poniards. Hip- 
pias came out of the Palace, and went to the Ce- 
r ami cum , which was a Place without the City, 
where the Company of Guards then were ; and 
there he gave the necefTary Orders for the Cere- 
mony. ;The two Friends follow 'd him thither, 
and comirig near him, they faw one of the Con- 
fpirators talking very familiarly with him ; which 
made them apprehend they were betray 'd. How- 
ever, they could have executed their Dcfign, that 
Moment, upon Hippias ; but they were willing 
to begin their Vengeance upon the Author of the 
y\ffront, which had provok'd them : Therefore, 
they return'd into the City, where, meeting with 
Hipparchus, they kill'd him ; but, being imme- 
diately apprehended, they themfelves were flain, 
and Hippias found Means to diffipate this Storm. 

After this Affair, he kept no Meafures, and 
reign'd truly like a Tyrant, putting to Death a 
vaft Number of Citizens. To guard himfelf, for 
the future, againfr. fuch another Enterprise, and 
to fecure a fafc Retreat for himfelf, in Cafe of 
any Accident, he endeavoured to ftrcngthen him- 



was 01 jcoi, a <~ity 01 ions a \ ana, cnat ne 
a Veifel of fifty Oars, on Purpofe for him. 

likewife cntertain'd at his Houfe, Simonides, ... s ....... 

>f her famous Poet, of the I fie of Cm, one of the felf, by a foreign Support, and Alliance; and* 

'lyrladts, in the SRgvan Sea, to whom he gave a to that End, gave his Daughter in Marriage to 

arge Pcnfion, and made very rich Prcfcnts. The the Son of the Tyrant of Lamfftints. 
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In the mean Time, the ALcmaonida, who from 
c\e Beginning of the Revolution had been baninVd 
[ <m Athens by Pijiflratus, and who fnw their 
l ,, : ^es fruftrated by che bad Succefs of chc Lift 
Com piracy, did nor, however, lofe Courage, but 
t-irned their Views another Way. As they were 
v ry rich and powerful, they procured thcmfclves 
co -be chofen and appointed by the Ampitlyoncs, 
chat 5s, the Heads of the grand or general Council 
of Greece, for the undertaking and compleating 
the Building of the Temple of Delphos, for the 
Sum of three hundred Talents, that is, about Fifty 
choufand Pounds. As they were generous in their 
Tempers, and befides had their Reafons for being 
fo on this Occalion, rhey added to this Sum a great 
deal of their own Money 5 and made the whole 
Frontifpiece of the Temple all of Parian Marble, 
at their own particular Expence j whereas, by the 
Contract made with the Amphittyones> it was only 
co have been of common Stone. 

This Liberality of the Akmaonida was not alto- 
gether a free Bounty j neither was their Magnifi- 
cence towards the God of Delphos, a pure EfFeft of 
Religion, as we have already hinted ; Policy was 
their chief Motive: 'J 'hey hoped, by this Means, 
to gain a great Credit and Influence in the Temple; 
which happen'd according co their Expectation. 
The Money, which they had plentifully poured 
into the Hands of the Priertefs, render'd them abso- 
lute Mailers of the Oracle, and of che pretended 
God? who prefided over it ; fo that, for the Fu- 
ture, becoming their Echo, he did no more than 
faithfully repeat the Words they dictated to him, 
and grateful y lend them the Afiiftance of his Voice 
and Authority. 

As often then as any Spartan came to confult the 
Priefte fs, whether upon his own Account, or upon 
that of the State, no Promife was ever made him 
of the God's Afliftance, but upon Condition, that 
the Lacedamonians fhould deliver Athens from the 
Yoke of its Tyranny. This Order was fo often re- 
peated to them by the Oracle, that they refolved, 
at laft, to make War againft the Pijijlratides, 
though they were linked in the ftrongelt Engage- 
ments of Friendfliip and Hofpitality with them j 
herein preferring the Will of God, lays Herodotus, 
to all human Confide rations. 



The firft Attempt of this Kind mifcarried ; and 
the Troops they fent againft the Tyrant, v/ere re- 
pulfed with Lofs : Notwithstanding which, a little 
Timenfter, they made a fecond Attempt, which 
feemed to promife no better an IlTue than the tirft \ 
becaufe the Lacedamonians, feeing the Siege they 
had laid before Athens likely to hold out a great 
While, were moll of them retired - y and had only 
a fmall Number of Troops left, to carry it on. But 
the Tyrant's Children, who had been clandcftincly 
convey'd out of the City, in Order to be put into a 
fafe Place, being taken by the Enemy, the Father, 
to redeem them, was obliged to come to an Ac- 
commodation with the Athenians ; by which it was 
ftipiilared; that he fhould depart out of Attica, in 
five Days Time. He did actually retire, accord- 
ingly, within rhe Time limited ; and fettled at 
bigtCHMi a Town in Pbrygia, lea ted at the Mouth 
of the River St: (inlander* Pliny obferves, that the 
l yrants were driven out of Athens^ the fame Year 
the Kings were expelled Rome, 

I'.xtraordihnry Honour*, were paid to the Me- 
mory of IlatmoJtus^ and Arijlogiton: Their Named 



were in/in if cJy refpected at A thai;, in all fuccccd- 
ing" Age, j and almoft held in equal Reverence with 
thofe of the Gods. Statues were forthwith erected 
to them, in the Market-place, which was an Ho- 
nour, that never had been render'd to any Man be- 
fore. The very Sight of thefe Statues, cxpofed to 
the View of all the Citizens, kept up their Ha. red 
and Deteltation of Tyranny, and daily renewed 
their Sentiments of Gratitude to thofe generous De- 
fenders of their Liberty, who had not fcrupled to 
pnrchafe it with their Lives, and to feal it with 
their Blood- Hereupon, Alexander the Great, who 
knew how dear the Memory of thefe Men were to 
the Athenians, and how far they carried their Zeal 
in this Rcfpcct, thought he did them a fenfible 
Pleafure, in fending them the Statues of thofe two 
great Men, which he found in Perjia, afcer the 
Defeat of Darius ; and which Xerxes before had 
tranfported thither, from Athe?is. 

But the Athenians, at the Time of their Deliver- 
ance from Tyranny, did not confine their Gr :ci:udts 
folely to the Authors of their Liberty ; « - r ex- 
tended it even to a Woman, who had fign lizcd 
her Courage on that Occafion. This was a Co«n te- 
fan, named Leana, who, by the Charms of her 
Beauty, and Skill in playing on the Harp, had 
particularly captivated Harmodius, and Arijlogi- 
ton. After their Death, the Ty:ant, who k .cw 
they had concealed nothing from this Wom.tn, 
cauied her to be put to the Torture, order to 01.1*0 
her declare the Names of the other Confpiratr;»'j t 
But fhe bore all the Cruelty of the Torture with an 
invincible Conftancy, and expired in the Midft of 
the Torments j glorioufly (hewing the World, 
that her Sex is more couragious, and more capable 
of keeping a Secret, than iome Men imagi-ie. The 
Athenians would not fuffer the Memory of fo glo- 
rious an Action to be loft : And, to pr^vei .: the 
Luftre of it from being fullied by the Confedera- 
tion of her Character as a Courtefan, they endea- 
voured conceal that Cir cum ftancc, by reprefcnrjng 
her in a Statue, which they erecleJ to he- H jiiour* 
under the Figure of a Lionefs, without a J onguc ; 
her Name, in the Greek, (ignifying a Lionel's. 

Befides this, Plutarch, in the Life of / ijlidcs, 
relates a Thing, which does great Honour co fhe 
Athenians, and which (hews to what a Pitch they 
carrid their Gratitude no their Deliverer; and 
their Refpeft for his Memory. They had heard, 
that the Grand-daughter of Jiri/iogiton was at Lem- 
mos, where Ihc lived in very mean and poor Cir- 
cumftances, no-body being willing to marry her, 
by Rcafon of her extreme Indigence and Poverty. 
The People of Athens therefore, lent for her j and 
marrying her to one of the rnoft rich and conlidcr- 
able Men of their City, gave her 3 as her Portion, 
an Eftate in the Town of Potamos. 

The Athenians, in recovering their Liberty, 
feemed alfo to have recovered their Courage. Un- 
der the Reigns of their Tyrants, they had been :.»- 
dolent, and unactive, as knowing they did not la- 
bour for themfelves, but for the Cffur.pers ; but af- 
ter their Deliverance from Tyranny, they excite J 
themfelves with a different Vigour and Activkyj 
bccaule, then, they laboured for chcmlv! vcs. 

They did not, however, immediately enjoy a 
perfect Tranquillity. Two of their Citizens, Ciif- 
thenes^ one ot rhe AfcmacnieLr, and Ifay % oras, who 
were Men oi the greatelr Credit and Power in the 
City, by ton tending with each other for Superiori- 
ty* 
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ty, createJ two considerable Factions. The for- 
mer, who had gained the People on his Side, made 
an Alteration in the Form or their Eftablilhment ; 
and in 11 cad of tour Tribes, whereof they confiflcd 
before, divided that Body into ten Tribes, to 
which he gave the Names of the ten Sons of Ion, 
whom the Greek Hiftorians make the Father and 
firft Founder of the Nation: Whereupon Ifagoras^ 
feeing himfelf inferior in Credit to his Rival, had 
Recourfe Co ihe Lacedemonians ; and Clcomencs, one 
of the two Kings of Sparta, obliged Clijihenes to 
depart from Athens, with Seven Hundred Families 
of his Adherents. But they fhortly returned, and 
were reftored to all their Eftates and Fortunes, to 
die no fmall Mortification of their Adversaries. 

In the mean While, the Lacedemonians, ftung 
v ith Spighc and Jealouiy againft Athens, becaulc 
ihe took upon her to aft independent of their Au- 
thority; and repenting likewife, that they had de- 
livered her from her Tyrants, upon the Credit of 
an Oracle, of which they had fince difcovered the 
Impofturc, began to think of reftoring Hippias, 
one of the Sons of Pijijlratus, to the Athenian 
Throne 5 and to that End fent for him, from W- 
gaum, where he had retired. They then commu- 
nicated' their Defign to the Deputies of their A//ies t 
by whofe Affiftance and Concurrence they propofed 
to accomplifh their Enterprize. 

The Deputy of Corinth fpoke flrft on this Occa- 
fion, and expretfed great Aftonilhment, that the 
£»v 'demon; ans, who were themfelves avow'd Ene- 
mies to Tyranny, and profefs'd the greateft Abhor- 
rence of all arbitrary Government, fhould defireto 
crtahliih it elfewhere j and defcribing at the fame 
Time, in a lively Manner, all the cruel and hor- 
rid Effects of a tyrannical Dominion, as his own 
Country Corinth had but very lately felt by woeful 
Experience. The Reft of the Deputies applauding 
his Difcourfe, and being of his Opinion, the in- 
tended Enterprize dropt to the Ground j and had 
no other Effect, but to difcover the bafe Jealoufy 
of the Lacedemonians, and to cover them with Shame 
and Confufion, in finding it generally difapproved, 
and abhorred. 

Hippias being thus defeated of his Hopes, retir'd 
into AJia 9 to Artapb'ernes, Governour or Sardis for 
the King of Per Jin j whom he endeavoured by all 
Manner of Means, to engjge in a War againft 
Athens, by reprefenting to him, that the taking 
of fo rich and powerful a City would render him 
Matter of all ^reecc. Hereupon, Artaphemcs re- 
quired of the Athenians, that they would reftore 
HlpfAas to the Throne 5 to which they made no 
other Anfwer, but by a downright and abfolute 
Refufal : This was the original Ground and Occa- 
lion of the Wars between the Per/tans and the 
Greeks', whereof we lhall treat hereafter : But, firft, 
let us give a ihort Account of thofe eminent Poets, 
Sages, and Philofophcrs, whofe Works rendered 
Greece fo famous; and to whofe Writing all After- 
Ages have been indebted for che greateft Part of 
their Learning, which was derived rrom thence. 

Amongfr. thefe, Homer certainly claims juftly 
(he firlt Place, not only as he h the moft celebrat- 
ed and illuftrious of all the Poets; but as he is the 
moft ancient, am] wuii ac great a Philofophcr as he 
was a Poet : And yet, of this yreat Man, wc have 
rhc lealt Knowledge, boih with Kefpcct to che 
Place w he iv lie was horn, and the Time wherein 
Jjr lived. Of the feven Chie'j (hat contended for 



the Honour of having given him Birth, Smyrt.a 
feems to have the belt Title to that glorious Claim 
Be that as it will, this juit Obfervation has been 
made of this their Contention, that though they 
Jirove to claim him when dead, thej fujfflred him to 
beg his Bread thi ough them, when living. However 
Herodotus tells us, that Homer wrote four hundred 
Years before his Time ; that is, three hundred and 
forty Years after the taking of Troy : For Herodotus 
flouriflied feven hundred and forty Years after that 
Expedition. 

borne Authors have pretended, that he was cal- 
led Homer, becaufe he was born blind. But Fcl- 
/ejus Paterculus julrly rejects this Story with Con^ 
tempt. "If any Man, lays he, believes, that Ho- 
" mer was born blind, he mutt be fo himfelf; and 
" even deprived of all his Senfes. » Indeed, ac- 
cording to the Obfervation of Cicero, Homer 7 * 
Works are rather Pictures, than Poems; fo per- 
fectly does he paint to the Life, and fet the Images 
of every Thing, he undertakes to defcribe, before 
the Eyes of the Reader : And he feems to have 
made it his Bufinefs to bring all the moft delightful 
and agreeable Objefts, that Nature affords, into 
his Writings, and to make them pafs, as it were, 
in Review before his Readers. 

What is moft aftonifhing in this Poet, is, that 
having applied himfelf the firft, at leaft of thofe 
that are known, to that Kind of Poetry, which is 
the moft fublime and difficult of all, he fhould yet 
foar fo highland with fuch a Rapidity, at the firft 
Flight, as it were, and carry it at once to the ut- 
motf Pitch of Perfection ; which we never fee any- 
one attain to in other Arts, but by flow Degrees, 
and after n long Series of Years. This Sort of Poe- 
try is the epick Poem, fo called from the Greek 
Word Epos j becaufe it is fome Aftion that is re- 
lated by the Poet. The Subjeft of this Poem mull 
be great, inftruflive, ferious; containing only one 
principal Event, to which all the reft muft refer, 
and be fubordinate ; and this principal Aflion muft 
have pafs'd in a certain Space of Time, which 
muft not exceed a Year at moft. 

Homer has compofed two Poems of this Kind, 
namely, the Iliad and the Odyjfey : The Subjea of 
the firir, is the Anger of Achilles, fo pernicious to 
the Greeks, when they befieg'd Ilion, or Troy ; and 
that of the fecond, is the Voyages and Adventures 
of Ulyjjes, after the taking ofthat City: And it is 
remarkable, that no Nation in the World, how- 
ever learned and ingenious, has ever produced any 
Poems of equal Merit, and Excellence; and that 
whoever have attempted any Works ofthat Kind, 
have taken their Plan and Ideas from Homer, drawn 
ail their Rules out of his Compofitions, made him 
their Model and Pattern 5 and have only fo far fuc- 
cecded, as they have followed and imitated that 
great Leader. The Truth is, Homer was an Ori- 
ginal Genius, and fit for others to be formed upon: 
Pons ingeniorum Homcrus. His Works are a per- 
fect Fund of all Sorts of Learning, and Arts. 

All the greateft Men, and the moft exalted Ge- 
nius's, that have appeared for thefe two thoufand 
and five or fix hundred Years, in Greece, Italy, and 
elfewhere ; thofe, whofe Writings we are forced 
ftill to admire; thofe, who are ftill our Matters, 
and who teach us to think, toreafon, to f peak and 
to write; all thefe. fays Madam Ditcier, acknow- 
ledge Homer to be the greateft of Poets, and look 
upon his Poem,, as rhc Model for all fuccccdintf 

Poet- 
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Poets co form their Tafre and Judgment upon. Af- 
ter all this, can there be any Man fo conceited of 
his own Talents, be they never fo great, as rea- 
fonably to prefume, that his Opinion fhould pre- 
vail aeainft fuch an univerfal Concurrence in Judg- 
ment of Perfons of the mod diftinguiftied Abilities 
and Charafters ? 

So many Teftimonies, fo ancient, io conltant, 
and fo univerfal, very fully juftify the favourable 
Judgment given by Alexander the Great, of the 
Works of Homer-, which he look'd upon as the 
jnofr excellent and valuable Production of human 
Wit ; pretioftjjimum human* animi opus. 

$u.intilian> after having made a magnificent En- 
comium upon Homer, gives us a juft Idea of his 
Charafter, and Manner of Writing, in thefe few- 
Words : Hunc nemo in magnis fublimitate, inparvis 
proprietate fuperavit. Idem latus acprefus, Jucun- 
dus & gravis, turn copia turn brevitate mirabtlis. 

Heftody for Antiquity, is generally placed next 
to Homer ; and the moft common Opinion of him 
is, that he was co-temporary with that great Poet. 
a Tis faid, he was born at Cuma, a Town in Molts, 
but that he was brought up at jifcra, a little 
Town in Bceotia, which has fince pafs'd for his 
native Country. Thus Virgil calls him the old 
Man of Afcra* We know little or nothing of 
this Poet, but by the tew Poems remaining of his, 
all in Hexameter Verfe; which are, ift, The 
Works and the Days ; adly. The Theogony, or the 
Genealogy of the Gods; 3dly, The Shield of 
Hercules : Though there is fome Doubt, whether 
this laft was written by Heftod or not. 

1. In the 6rft of thefe Poems, entitled. The 

Works and the Days, Heftod treats of Agriculture, 
which requires, befides a great deal of Labour, 
a prudent Obfervation of Times, Seafons, and 

Days. This Poem is full of excellent Sentences 
and Maxims for the Conduct of Life. He begins 
it with a (hort, but lively Defcription, of two 
Sorts of Difputes ; the one fatal to Mankind, the 
Source of Quarrels, Difcords, and Wars ; and the 
other infinitely ufeful, and beneficial to Men, as 
it fliarpens their Wits, excites a noble and gene- 
rous Emulation among them, and prepares the 
Way for the Invention and Improvement of Arts 
and Sciences. He then makes an admirable De- 
fcription of the four different Ages of the World } 
the golden, filver, brazen, and iron Age. The 
Perfons, who lived in the golden Age, are thofe, 
whom Jupiter* after their Death, turn'd into fo 
many Genii, or, Guardian Spirits, and then ap- 
pointed them as Infpe&ors over Mankind ; giving 
them a Commiilion to go up and down the Earth, 
invifible to the Sight of Men, and to obferve all 
their good and evil Actions, and render an Ac- 
count thereof. 

This Poem ferved Virgil, as a Pattern, when he 
compofed his Georgicks y as he himfclf acknow- 
ledges in this Verfe. 

Aferaumque cano Romana per oppida carmen. 

The Choice made by thefe two illuftrious Poets, 
of this Subject, to exercife their poetical Talents 
upon, fhews, in what Honour the Ancients held 
Agriculture, and the. feeding of Cattle, the two 
jljiwaland innocent Sources of Wealth and Plenty. 
*Tis a very unhappy Thing, that in After-ages, 
Men fell off from this Tatte, which is fo agree- 



able to Nature, and fo well adapted to the Prefer- 
vation of Innocence and good Manners. A varice 
and Luxury have entirely trifled this primitive In- 
clination. Nimirum alii future rituSy circaque 
alia mentcs hominum detinentur^ & avaritia tantimi 
artes colunt ur 7 fa y s Pliny. 

1. The Theogony of He/tod, and the Poems of 
Homer 9 may be look'd upon as the fureft and moft 
authentick Archives, and Monuments, of the Theo- 
logy of the Ancients, and of the Opinion they 
had of their Gods. For we are not to believe, 
that thefe Poets were the Inventors of thole Fablesi 
which we read in their Writings. They only ga- 
ther'd together, and tranfmitted to Pofterity, the 
Traces of the Religion, which they found efta- 
bliflied, and which prevailed in their Time and 
Country. 

3. The Shield of Hercules, is a feparate Frag- 
ment of a Poem, wherein it is pretended, Heftod ce- 
lebrated the moft illuftrious Heroines of Antiquity : 
And it bears that Title, becaufe it contairis, a- 
mong other Things, a long Defcription of the 
Shield of Hercnles, concerning whom the fame 
Poem relates a particular Adventure. i 

The Poetry of Heftod, in thofe Places that are 
fufceptible of Ornament, is very elegant and de- 
lightful, but not fo fublime and Lofty as that of 
Ho mer. Acco rd i n gly Quint ili an j uft ly re cko hs h i ni 
only the Chief of the lecond race Poets. Ddtur 
ei palma in illo medio dicendi gtnere. 

Next thefe we fhall place Archilochus , the In- 
ventor of the lambick verfe, who was born in 
¥aros, and lived in the Time of Cahdaules, King 
of Lydia. He has this Advantage in common with 
Homer, % according to Velleiu s Pater cuius ; that he 
carried at once that kind of Poetry, which he in- 
vented, to its greateft Perfection. 1 he Feet, which 
ave their Name to thefe Verfes, and which at 
rft were the only Sort ufed, are compofed of 
one fliort, and one long Syllable. The lambick 
Verfe, fuch as it was invented by Archilocus, feems 
very proper for a vehement and energick Style : 
Accordingly we fee, that Horace^ fpeaking of this 
Poet, fays, that 'twas his Anger, or racher his 
Rage, that arm'd him with his lambicks* for the 
exercifing and exerting of his Vengeance. 

jfrchilochum proprio rabies armavit lam bo. 

Stgintiliau fays, he had an uncommon Force of 
Expreflion j was full of bold Thoughts, and of 
thofe Strokes that are fliort, but keen and piercing ; 
in a Word, that his Style was ftrong and nervous : 
But his Verfes were extremely biting and licen- 
tious; witnefs thofe he wrote againlfc Lycambcs^ 
his Father-in- Law, which drove him into Defpair, 
For this twofold Reafon, his Poetry, how excel- 
lent foever it was reckon'd in other Refpe&s, was 
baniihed out of Sparta ; as being more likely to 
corrupt the Hearts and Manners or young People* 
than to be ufeful to\vards the cultivating of their 
Underftanding. We have remaining of this Poet 
only fome very fliort Fragments. Such a Nice- 
nefs in a Heathen People, about the Quality of 
the Books, which they r nought young People fhould 
be permitted to read, is highly worthy our Notice ; 
ana will one Day, be an Article of Condemnation 
againft many Lhri/lians, who are very remifs in 
that Point. 

T t Next 
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Next ro him we ftinll place Hipponax-, who was 
of Epbrfxs, becaufe he iignalized his Wit, fome 
Years after Archilochus , in the fame kind of Poetry ; 
and with the fame Force and Vehemence. It is 
thong he he invented the Scazon Verfe, in which 
the Sro/jJcc is put inftead of the Iambick, in the 
h*xth Pooc of the Verfe that bears that Name. 

Stcjt chorus next demands our Attention ; who 
was of Himcra, a Town in Sicily, and excelled in 
Lyric k Poetry : As did alfo the other Poets we ihall 
mention pre! end y. Lyrick Poetry, is that, whofe 
Verfes, dige (ted into Odes and Stanzas, werefung 
to the Lyre, or to other fuch-like Inftruments, 
. Stejicborus flouriftTd betwixt the thirty- feventh and 
forty- feventh Olympiad. Paufan/as, after many 
other Fables, relates, how Stejicborus, having 
been puniln'd with Lofs of Sight, for his biting 
facirical Verfes againft Helena, did not recover it, 
till he had retracted his Inve&ives, by writing 
another Ode contrary to the firft : Which latter 
kind of Ode is fince calPd Pafinodia. But 
iilidn fays, that he fung of Wars and illuftrious 
Heroes, and that he fupported upon the Lyre, all 
the Dignity and Majefty of Epic Poetry. 

Of Ale man, another of the Lyrick Poets, we 
know little, but that he was of LaceJ/smon ; or, as 
fome will have it, of Sardis in Lydia \ and lived 
much about the fame Time, as Stefickorus. Some 
make him the firft Authpr of amorous Verfes 5 
though this agrees not with the Character of a 
Poet of Lacedtemon. 

The Memory of Alcaus has been better pre- 
ferred, and with good Reafon, as he was one of 
the moft eminent of the Lyrick Poets. His native 
Town was Mitylc7ie in Lesbos ; and 'tis from him> 
that the Alcaick Verfe derived its Name. He was 
a profefs'd Enemy to the Tyrants of Lesbos 5 and 
particularly to Eittacus ; againft whom he per- 
petually inveighed in his Verfes. It is.fai.d of 
him, chat being once in a Battle, he was feized 
with fuch a panick Fright, that he threw clovyn 
his Arms, and ran away* and Horace has thought 
fit to give us the fame Account of himfelf : Poet6 
don't value themfelves fo much upon Prowefe, as 
upon Wit. fluintilian fays, that the Style of Al- 
ctzus was clofe^ magnificent, and accurate; and, 
to com pi eat his Character, adds, that he very 
much refembled Homer. 

Sjppto next demands our Attention, as flic was 
of the fame Place, and lived at the fame Time 
with Alcaus. The Sapphic k Verfe took irs Name 
from htr. She compofed a pretty confiderable 
Number of Poems, of which there arc but two 
remaining; which are fufficient to fatisfy us, that 
the Praifes, afcribYl to her in all Ages, for the 
Beauty, Tenderncfs, Numbers, Harmony, and 
infinite Graces of her Poetry, are not without 
Foundation. As a further Proof of her Merit, 
flic was call'd the Tenth Mufe ; and the People 
of Mitybne engraved her Image upon their Mo- 
ney, h were ro be wifhed, that the Purity of her 
Manners had correfponded with the Beamy of her 
Genius ; and that (he had not difhonour'd her Sex 
by her Vices and Irregularities. 

"The lalt we (hall mention, though for hir, Merit 
he requires one of the firft Places, is Anacreon \ 
who was of Teos, a Ciry of Ionia, and lived in the 
fever.ry fecond Olympiad. He fpent great Part of 
liis Tmu- ar the Court of Polycrates , that happy 
T; ianr 1 tf .$.7".>i j and not only flurcd in all his 
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Plea fu res, but was of his Council too. Plato t el I v 
us, that Hippdt chus, one of the Sons of Pifijhattii 
fent a Velfel of rifty Oars to Anacreon, and writ 
him a mod obliging Letter, intrcating him to 
come to Athcw ; where his excellent Works would 
be eftcem'd, and reliih'd as they deferved. It j s 
faid, the only Study of this Poet was Joy and 
Plcafurc : And thofe Remains we have of his 
Poetry, do pretty well atteft it. We fee plainly 
in all his Verfes^ that his Hand writes what his 
Heart feels and dictates. There is fuch an Ele- 
gance and Delicacy in his Poems, as are not to be 
exprefs'd : Nothing could be more valuable, had 
they been written upon a better Subject. 

Next to the Poets, we fhall place the Seven 
Sages, called, by Way of Eminence, the Seven 
Wise-Men of Greece, who are too Famous in An- 
tiquity to be omitted in this Hiftory. There Lives 
are written by Diogenes Laertius : Of thefe, if Ci- 
cero is to be believed, Thales was the moft illuft- 
rious. It was he, that laid. the firft Foundations of 
Philofophy in Greece, and founded the Sect, calPd 
the hnick Sect i becaufe he, who was the Founder of 
it, was born at Miletos in Ionia. He held Water 
to be the firft Principle of all Things $ and that 
God was that intelligent Being, by which all 
things were formed ot Water. The firft of thefe 
Opinions he had taken from the Egyptians 5 who, 
feeing the Nile to be theCaufe of the Fertility of 
all their Lands, might eafily imagine from thence, 
that Water was the firft Principle from whence 
all otner Things fprung. 

He, wte zbSp the firft of the Greeks, that ftudied 
Affrohociy£ fcherein he made fo great a Progrefs, 

that He exsaftly foretold the Time, of the Ecljpfe 
of the Sun, that ha.ppen'd in theJEleign of Afty ages. 
King of Media, whereof Mention has been made 
already-. He fix'd the Ternxand; Duration of the 
Solar Vear among the Grecians. . By; comparing 
the BSgneft of chb Sun's Body with chat of the 
Moon, he though* he hs4 aifcover'd, that the 
Body of the Moon. was. in Solidity but the 720th 
Part of the SunVBodyj and eonfajuently, that 
the folid Body of! the Sunrwa^feyen hundred Times 
bigger than the fpjjd Body, of the Moon, This 
Computation, however is: very far from being 
exact; fince the Sun's Solidity, exceeds* not only 
feven hundred, but; rnapy. Millions of Tirrtesj the 
Moonte Bigpefs or Solidity* But we know, that 
in all thefe Matters, and particularly, in that of 
which we are nowfpeakingi, the firft Observations 
and Discoveries were very irriperfedt, and erro- 
neous. 

When Thales traveled into Egypt, he found an 
eafy and certain Way to take t?ie exaft Height of 
the Pyramids, by obferving the Time, when the 
Shadow of our Body, is equal in Length to the 
Heighfh of the Body itfelf : -And' ro ihew, that 
Philofophers were notfo deftitute, of that Sort of 
Talents and Capacity, which is proper for Bufinefs, 
as fome People imagined* and that they would 
asfucccfbful as others, in growing rich, if rhcy hail 
a Mind to apply themfelves that Way, he bought 
the Fruit of all the Olive-crccs, in the Territory of 
Mi/etos, before they were in Bloflbms. The pro- 
found Knowledge he had of Nature had probably 
enabled him to forefec that the Year would be ex- 
tremely fertile : It proved fo in Efteft ; and h« 
made a confiderable Profit of hi* Bargain. 
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He ufed to thank the Gods for three Things 
that he was born a reafvnable Creature, and noc a 
fleafli a Alan, and not a Woman ; a Greik, and 
not a Barbarian. Upon his Mother's prefiing him 
to marry, when he was young, he cold her, ic 
was then too foon ; and after feveral Years were 
elapfed, he told her, it was then too late. 

As he was one Day walking, and very atten- 
tively contemplating the Stars, he chanced to fall 
into a Ditch. Ha! fays a good old Woman to 
him, that was by, how will you perceive what pajjes 
in the Heavens, and what is fo infinitely above your 
Heady if you cannot fee what is juji at your Fee't, 
and before you ? He was born the firft. Year of the 
thirty- fifth, and died the firft Year of the fifty- 
eighth Olympiad ; confequently, he lived to be 
above ninety Years of Age. 

We have already given an ample Account of 
the Life of Solon, wherefore we {hall proceed to 
Chilo, who was a Lacedamonian , and or whom we 
have very few Things recorded. JEfop asking 
him on Day, what Jupiter employed himfelf up- 
on : Upon humbling thofe, fays he, that exalt them- 
felves} and exalting thofe, that abafe themfclves. 
He died of Joy at Pifa, upon feeing his Son win 
the Prize at Boxing, in the Olympick Games. He 
faid, when he was dying, that he was not con- 
fcious to himfelf of having committed any Fault 
during the whole Courfe of his Life (a Sentiment 
well becoming the Pride and Blindnefs of a Hed- 
then Philofopher ; ) unlefs it was once, by having 
made ufe of a little Diffimulation and Evafion, in 
giving Judgment in Favour of a Friend : In which 
Action he did not know, whether he had done 
well or ill. He died about the fifty-fecond Olym- 
piad. 

Pittacus, another of thefe Sages, was of Mity~ 
hne, a City of Lesbos j and joining with the Bro- 
thers of Afcaus, the famous Lyrick T?bet, and with 
Alcaus himfelf, who was the Head of the exii'd 
Party, he drove the Tyrants out of that Ifland, 
who had ufurped the Government. 

The Inhabitants of Mitylene being a"t War 
the Athenians, gave the Command < 
Pittacus ; who, to fpare the Blood of his Fellow- 
Citizens, of&rM to fight in a fingle Combat with 
Phrynon', the Enemy's General : The Challen 
was accepted, Pvttacws was vi£tqrtoifci and kil 
his Advetfary ; and the Mitylmi'an s, through Gra- 
titude, with one common Confent, conferred the 
Soveraignty of the Cit^ upon him ; which he ac- 
cepted, and behaved himfelf with fo much Mode- 
ration and Wifdom, that he was ever refpc£lcd 
and beloved by his Subjects-. 

In the mean Time jilcaus, who was a declared 
Enemy to all Tyrants, did not fparc Pittacus in 
his Verfes, notwithstanding the Mildnefs of his 
Government and Temper; but inveigh'd feverelV 
apmft him. The Poet fell afterwards into the 
Hands of Pittacus, who was fo far from feeldn 
Revenge, chat he gave him his Liberty ; and (Hew' 
>y that Aft of Clemency and Gcncroflty, chat he 
"ad only the Name of a Tyrant. 

After having govern'd ten Years, with a great 
^ aI _ f °f. Equity andVVifdoin, he voluntarily re- 

He ufed to fay. 



l6j 

Liberty of fpeaking ill of a Friend, or even of an 
Enemy. He died in the fifcy-fecond Olympiad. 

Of Bias, the next of thefe Sages, we know but 
very little; only that by a Stratagem he obliged 




sflyattus, King of Lydia, to raile the Siege ot 
Priene, which was his native Place. This City 
v/as bard prefs'd wich Famine ; upon which he 
caufed two Mules to be fattened, and contrived a 
Way to have tberh pafs into the Enemy's Camp. 
The good Condition they v/ere in, altonifhed the 
K* n g> vvho thereupon fent Deputies into the City , 
upon Pretence of offering Terms of Peace; but 
in Reality to obferve the State of the To* n an ! the 
People. Bias gueftirig their Errand, ordered the 
Granaries to be fi!l*d with great Heaps of Sand, 
and thofe Heaps to be covered over with Corn. 
When the Deputies returned, and made Report to 
the King, of the great Plenty of Provifion they 
had feen in the City, he htfnated no longer, but 
concluded a Treaty, arid railed the Siege. One of 
the Maxims Bias particularly taught and recom- 
mended, was, to do all the Good we can, and i > 
direct it ail to the Glory of the Gods. An ad- 
mirable Maxim in a Heathen! It were well it ic 
Were more pracli fed by Chrifiians. 

We know as little of Glcobultts as of the former, 
only that he was born at Lindas, a Town in the 
Iileof Rkodts - y or, asfome will have ir, in Car; a : 
And, that he invited Solon to come and live with 
him ; when Pifftrdius had ufurped the fovcratgn 
Dominion o£ Athens, as has been already related. 

What is moft furprixing, Ptriandcr was num- 
bered among the Wife-men, though he was a Ty- 
rant of Corinth j and when he had'firit made him- 
felf Matter of that City, wrote to Thrajybulus, 
Tyrairt: of Milttos, to know what Meafures he 
flfduld take, with his new acquired Subjects. The 
latter, without any 6ther Anfwer, led the Mef- 
fenger into a Field of Wheat, where, in walking 
afong, he beat down with his Cane all the P ars of 
Corn, that were higher than the reft. Peri under 
perfectly well underltood the Meaning of this enig- 
matical A riiWdr, which was a tacit Intimation 10 
him, that, m order to fecure his own Life, he 
fhould cut oiF the cnaft eminent of the Corinthian 
Citizens. Bat, if we may believe Plutatch, Pc- 
riander did not reiiih fuch cruel Advice. # 

He wrote circular Letters to all the Wife-Men, 
inviting them to fpend forie Time with him at 
Corinth, as- they had done, the Year before, ac 
Sardis* with Crcefus. Princes, in thofe Days 
thought they were much honour'd, when they 
could hayc fuch Guefts, as thefe, 3t their Palace. 




■ 

Plutarch gives lis a Defcription of an Entertain- 
ment, vVhidi Per fonder gave thefe ilJuftrious 
Gucfts; and obferves, at the fame Time, that the 
decent Simplicity thereof, adapted co theTafte, ard 
Humour of the rcrtfons cntertain'd, did him much 
more honour, than the greatest Magnificc:.ce 
tould have done. The Subject of their Difcourfc? 
aft Table, was fornctimcs grave, andferious; and 
fbmetirnes plcafant, and gay. 



d 

One of the Wife- 



— ui jMjmcy anu vviluoin, I 
»ff»wd his Authority, and retired. , 4 . M1W LW ii>; , 

"at the Proof of a good Government was, to cn- 
fiagc the Subjects, not to be afraid of their Prince, 

>ih. to be afraid for him. It. was a Maxim with 
««n, that no Man Ihould ever <*i ve hi mlelf the 



That (anfvvcr'd Solon) where an Injury done to 
any one particular Citizen, is refenred by rhe 
whole Body; That (fays Uias) where the Law 
has no Superior: That (hi) s *J /.v/n) whoio the 
Inhnbiiaiiis arc neither too rich, nor too poor: 
Th;it (fays Anachatji*) w here V irtue is honourd, 

antV 
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•and Vice detefted: (Says Pittacus) Where Dig- Occafion for your Gold (faid the. Scythian in his 
nicies are always conferred, upon the Virtuous, Anfwer) I came into Greece, only to inrich my 
and never upon the .Wicked : (Says Cleobulus) Mind, and. improve my Underftandmg ; 1 fhall & e 
Where the Citizens fear Blame, more than Eu- very well fati Jy*d, if I return into my own Coun- 
ni foment : ( Says Chilo) Where the Laws are more try, not with an Addition to my Wealth, but with 
reverene'd, and attended to, . than the Orators, an Increafe of Knowledge, and Virtue.. However 
From all thefc Opinions, Periander concluded. Anchor [is accepted the In vitation, and went Co that 
that the rnoft perfect popular Government would Prince's Court. 

be that, which came neareft to Ariilocracy, where We have already pbferv'd, that ASfopv/as much 
the fovereign Authority is lodg'd in the Hands of furpriz'd, and diffatisfy'd, at the cold, and in- 
a few N^en of Honour, and Virtue. different Manner, in which Solon view'd the Mao. 

Whilft thefe Wife-Men .were aflembled toge- mficence of the Palace, and the yaft Treafures of 
ther, at Pert ander's, a' Courier arriv'd from Ama/Ss, Crcefus, becaufe it was the Mafter, and not the 
King of Egyft, with a Letter for Bias, with Houfe, that the Philofopher wifVd he had Rea* 
whom that King kept a clofe Correfpondence. ibn to admire. Certainly (faid Anacharjis to M~ 
The Purport of this Letter was, to conlult him, fop on that Occafion) you have forgot your own 
how he mould anfwer a Propofal made him Fable of the Fox and Panther. The latter^ to 
by the King of Ethiopia, of his drinking up the make herfelf be taken Notice of, could only Jhew her 
Sea 5 in which Cafe, the Ethiopian King promised fine Skin, beautifully marked, and /potted with dif 
to refign to him a certain Number of Cities in his ferent Colours: The Ffix*s^Skm, : w the contrary , 
Dominions: But, if he did not do it, then he, was very plain j but contained within it a Treafure 
Amafis, was to give up the fameNumber of Cities, of Subtleties, and Stratagems of* infinite- Faltte. 
to the King of Ethiopia, ft was ufual, in thofe This very Image (continu'd : the Scythian) lets me 
Days, for Princes to propound fuch enigmatical, into your Charafie x r. Tou are affetled with a fplen* 
and puzzling Queftions to one another. Bias did Outfide, whiffi you pay little, or no Regard to 
anfwer'd him forthwith, and advis'd. him to ac- what is truly the Many that is, to that which is 
cept the Offer, on Condition, that the Kinfr of in bun j and consequently, is properly bis own. 
Ethiopia would flop all the Rivers that flow into We join Mfopxo the Grecian Wife- Men \ not 
the Sea: For, the Bufinefs was only to drink up only, becaufe he was often amongtt them, but 
the Sea, and not the Rivers. We find another becaufe he taught true Wifdom in a more inge- 
Anfwer of the fame Nature afcrib'd to Mfop m nious, and . inftru&ive Manner, . than they who 
We muft not here forget to take Notice, that teach it by Rules, and Definitions. lie was, by 
thefe Wife-Men, of whom we have been fpeaking, Birth, a 'Phrygian } and, as to the ;: Faculties of 
were all Lovers of Poetry, and did themfelves his Mind, no Body was more kindly dealt with 
make Verfes ; fome of them a confidcrable Num- by Nature \ but, with Regard to his Body, 
ber, upon Subjects of Morality, and Policy $ which he was hunch-back'd, crooked, deform 'd, and 
are, certainly, Topicks not unworthy of the Mu- withal, of a very uncomely Countenance; nay, 
fes. Solon, however, 18 reproached, for having he had fcarce the Figure of a Man.; and, for a 
written fome licemious Verfes; which may ferve very considerable Time, was almoft entirely de- 
to teach us, what a Judgment we ought to form, priv'd of the Ufe of his Tongue. As ; to his Coo- 
of thofe pretended W ife - Men of the Pagan dition of Life, he was a Slave j; and the Merchant, 
World # who had bought him, found it Very difficult to 

In the Room of fome of the Wife-Men here get him off his Hands; fo extreamly were Peo- 
mention'd, fome People have fubftituted Others; pie fliock'd, at his unfightly Figure, and Dcfor- 
as, Anacharjis ^ Myfo, Epimenides, and Pberecydes. mity. i V 

The fir ft of thefe is the rnoft known in Story. The firft Matter he had, fent him to labour 

Long before Solon's Time, the Scythian Nomades in the. Field r whether it was, that, he thought 
were ia great Reputation, for their Simplicity, him incapable of any better Employment, or on- 
Frugal ity, Temperance, and Juftice j accordingly, ly to remove fo dlfagreeable an Object out of his 
Homer calls them a very juft Nation : Anacharjis Sight. He was, afterwards, fold to a Phiiofo- 
was one of thefe Scythians, and of the royal fa- pher, nam'd Xanthus $ and we mould , never have 
mi ly. A certain Athenian, once in Company with done, fliould we enumerate all die Strokes of 
Anacharjis, reproach'd him with his Country : Wit, the fprightly Repartees, and the arch, and 
To which Anacharjis retorted very juftly; My humorous Pauages in his Difcourfe, and Be ha vi- 
Country, you think, is no great Honour to me j and our, to this Mafter. 

you. Sir, in my Opinion, are no great Honour to One Day, the Philofopher, having; a Mind to 
your Country. His good Senfe, profound Know- treat fome of his Friends, prder'd Atfop to pro- 
ledge, and great Experience, made him jpafs for vide the beft Things he could find in the Market, 
one of the (even Wile-Men. He wrote aTreatife, for their Entertainment. Mfop made * a large 
in Verfc, upon the military Art, and composed Provifion of Tongues, which he defir'd the Cook 
another Traft of the Laws of Scytbia. He us'd to ferve up with different Sauces. When Dinner 
frequently to vifit Solon i and it was in a Convcr- came, the firft, and fecond Courfe, the laft Service, 
fation with him, that he compared Lawi to Cob- and all the intermediate Dimes* were Tongues, 
webs; which only entangle little Flics, whilft Did I not give thee, Orders ( fays Xanthus in a 
Wafos, and Hornets break through them. - violent Pailion) to buy the ben Vttluals the Mar 
Being inur'd to the auftere, and poor Life of ket afforded? And have I not obeyed your Orders? 
the Scythians, he made very little Account of (fays A2fop) Is there any Thing better than Tongues? 
Riches. Crojfus invited him to come, and fee Is not the Tongue the Bond of civil Society, ths 
him; and, without Doubt, hinted to him, that Key of Sciences, and the Organ of Truth, and R* a ' 
he was able to mend his Fortune. I have no fon ? By Means of the Tongue, Cities are built, 

Govern*. 
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Government ejlablijlfd, and adminiflred : With that 
Men hiftrubJ, perfuade 3 and prefide In Affemblies : 
It is the Injlrumtnt, by which we acquit our f elves 
of the chief of all our Duties \ namely, the praifng, 
and making our Addrefs to the Gods, Well the?i 
(replies Xanthus, thinking to catch him) go to 
Market again To- Morrow* and buy me the worfi 
food you can find. This fame Company will dine 
v)itb me, and I have a Mind to give them another 
Sort of Entertainment. Hereupon, JEfop, the next 
pay, provided nothing but the very fame Difhes; 
and, in his Vindication, told his Mafter, that the 
Tongue was the worft Thing in the' World. It 
is (fays he) the Infirument of all Strifei and Con- 
tention y the Foment er of Law- Suits, and the Source 
of Divijionsy and ffars : It is the Organ of Error, 
of Lies, of Calumny , and Blafpbemy : And, cer* 
tainly, he fpoke nothing but the Truth* 

However, Mfop, with all his Wit, had much 
ado to obtain his Liberty : And one of the firft 
XJfes he made of it was, to go to Crcefus, who, on 
Account of his great Reputation, and Fame, had 
been long defirous to fee him. The ftrar^ 
formity of Mfop's Perfon ftiock'd the King, at 
firtt, and much abated the good Opinion he had 
conceiv'd of him. But the Beauty of his Mind 
foon difcover'd itfelf through the coarfe Veil that 
cover'd it; and Crafus found* as Mfop faid, on 
another Occafion, That we mght not to confider the' 
Form of the Vcffel, but the Liquor that is within. 

At this Time it was, that Mfop composed his 
Fables ; an Invention, which does pot feem to be 
of any great Importance, or extraordinary Merit 5 
but, yet has been much efteem'd, and made 
Ufe of by the greateft Philofophers, and ableft 
Politicians. Plato tells us, that Socrates, a little 
before he dy'd, turn'd fome of JEfop's Fables into 
Verfe : And Plato himfelf earneftly recommends 
it to Nurfes, to inftrucl: their Children in them be- 
times, in order to form their Manners, and to in- 
fpire them early with the Love of Wifdom : And 

there can't be a more effectual Method. 

In Effect, Fables could never have been fo uni- 
verfally adapted . by all Nations, as they have, if 
there was not a vaft Fund of ufeful Truths con- 
tained in them} and agreeably concealed under 
that plain, and negligent Difguife, which is their 
peculiar Character. The Creator, certainly de- 
fining the Profpecl: of Nature for the Inftru£tion 
of Mankind, did endue the Brute-Part of it with 
various Inftinfts, Inclinations, and Properties, to 



ferve as fo many Pictures, in Miniature, to Man 
of the feverai Duties incumbent upon him ; and 
to point out to him the good, or evil Qualities, 
he ought to acquire, or avoid. 

Thus has he given us, for Inftance^ a lively I- 
mage of Meeknefs, and Innocence in the Lamb; 
of Fidelity, and Friendfliip in the Dog ; and, ort 
the contrary, of Violence, jRapacioufnels, and Cru- 
elty in theWolf, the Lion, and theTyger 5 and fo 
on, of the other Species of Animals: An4 all this 
he has defign'd,*ndt only as an Interaction, but 
as a fecret Reproof to Man, if -he (hould be in- 
different about thofe Qualities in himfelf which 
he cannot forbear efteeming, or deteftipg* even 
in the Brutes themfelves. 

This is a dumb Language, which all Nations 
underftand : It is a Sentiment engraven in Nature, 
which every Man carries about him. But JEfop 
was the firit of all the prophane Writers, tvhc* 
laid Hold of, and unfolded it 5 made happy Ap- 
plication thereof; and drew Man's Attention to 
this Sore of genuine, and natural Inftru&ionj 
which is within the Reach of all Capacities, and 
equally adapted to Perfons of all Ages, and Con- 
ditions. He was the firft, that, in order to give 
Body, and Subftance to Virtues, Vices, Duties, 
and Maxims of human, and civil Society, by an 
ingenious Artifice, and innocent Fiction, invented 
the Method of cloathing them with graceful, and 
familiar Images, borrow'd from Nature 5 by giving 
Language to Brute-Beafts, and afcribing Senfe, 
and Reafon to Plants, and Trees, and all Sorts of 
inanimate Creatures. 

The Fables of Mfop are deftitute of all Orna- 
ment ; but are full of good Senfe ; and adapted 
to the Capacity of Children, for whom they were 
more particularly compos'd. Thofe of Thadrus 
are in a Style fomewhat more elevated, and dif- 
fused; but, at the fame Time, with fuch a Sim- 
plicity, and Elegance, as very much refembles 
the Attic Spirit, and Style, in the plain Way of 
writing ; which was the moft genuine, and deli- 
cate Sort of Compofition, in UTe among the Gre~ 
clans. And the ingenious Monfieur de la Fontaine* 
who was very fenfible, that the French Tongue is 
not fufceptible of the fame elegant Simplicity, 
has enliven'd his Fables with luch a fprightly, 
and original Turn of Expreflion, as is peculiar id 
himfelC and which no other Perfon has yet been 
able to imitate. 
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CHAP. III. 

Obfervations ^ by JVay of Introduction, to thcffifto y of the Perfians, and Greeks j What 
Ufe is to be made of this Hiftory ; Abridgment of the Hifto y of the Lacedaemonians, 
to the Reign 0/" Darius, the Son of Hyftafpes ; Tbti JVa, with the MefTenians ; 7be 
noble Conteft between Ariflomenes, and Cleohnis, who foould have the Prize of Glory -j 
Some Account of Tyrt£us ; the famous Lacedaemonian General • and Poet. 



INTRODUCTION. 

HAVING now finifiVd our Account of the low'd up, by fo formidable an Enemy; and that 
Grecian Sages, and Poets, we fhall, as there will not be fo much as any Footlteps of 
we promised, proceed to the Hiftory of them remaining ? And yet we fliall find, that 
the Perjians, and Grecians, as their Tranfa&ions thefe two Cities prov'd victorious 5 and, by their 
are interwoven \vith each other; however, we invincible Courage, and the fc vera 1 Battles they 
fhall prefix thereunto fome preliminary Obferva- gain'd, both by Sea, and Laud, made the Perjians 
tions, Vjr Way of Introduction ; to which we (hall lay ande all Thoughts, of ever turning any more 
fubjoin an Abridgment of the Lacedamsnian Hif- their Arms, a gain It any of the Grecian Powers, 
tory, till the Reign of Darius, the Son of Hyjlaf- This Hiftory of the War between the Terftanu 
pes ; where our joint Hiftory of the Perjians, and and the Greeks, will illuftrate the Truth of this 
Grecians, will begin. Maxim ; that it is not the Number, but the Va- 
in the foregoing Sheets, we have feen States, lour of the Troops, and the Conduct of the Gene- 
but inconfiderable, in the Beginning ; we mean, rals, on which depends the Sncccfs of military Ex- 
Media, and Perfsa, properly fo calPd, fpread ©editions. Here our Readers will admire the 
themfelves far, and near ; under the Condu£t of f urprizing Courage, and Intrepidity of thofe great 
the great Cyrus ; like an over- bearing Torrent, or Men, who manag'd the Grecian Affairs; who, 
a devouring Fire ; and fubdue innumerable Pro- when all the World combin'd againft them, rc- 
vinces, and Kingdoms. Here we fhall fee that vaft main'd unfliakcn, and were not difconccrted by 
Empire ftirring up the feveral Nations under its any Calamities, or Misfortunes ; who undertook, 
Dominion, the Perjians, the Medes, Phoenicians, with an Handful of Men, to make Head againlt 
Egyptians, Babylonians, Ind\ant t and many others 5 Armies innumerable ; who, notwithstanding fuch 
and pouring out all the Forces of Jlfta, and the a prodigious Inequality of Forces, durft hope for 
Eajl, upon a little Country, of very fmall Ex- Succefs; who even compelled Victory to range 
tent, and deftitute of all foreign Amftance ; we herfclf on the Side of Merit, and virtue; and 
mean Greece. taught all fucceeding Generations, what infinite 
When, on the one Hand, We behold fo many Resources, and Expedients are to be found in Pro- 
Nations united together, fuch Preparations of dence, Valour, and Experience ; in a Zeal for Li- 
War made for feveral Years, with fo much Dili- berty, and our Country ; in the Love of our D u " 
gence ; innumerable Armies by Sea, and Land j ty 5 and in thofe glorious Sentiments, wherewith 
and fuch Fleets, as the Sea could hardly contain : noble, and generous Souls are always infpir'd. 
And, on the other Hand, two weak Cities, Athens, This War of the 'Per/tans againft the Grccitjnh 
and Laeedamon, abandoned by all their jM'hs, and will be follow'd by the Account of another a; 
left almoft entirely to themfelves : Have we not mongtt the Greeks themfelves; but of a very d'»" 
all the Kealon to believe, that thefe two little fcrent KLind from the former. In this latter, then' 

Cities arc going to be utterly deftroy'd, and fvval- will fcarcc be any Anions, but what, in App c:U " 
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between certain Cities, or fome fmall Common- 
wealths 5 fome inconfiderable Sieges; (excepting 
that of Syracufey one of the molr important re- 
corded in ancient Hiftory") though feveral of thefe 
Sieges lulled a confiderable Time ; fome Battles 
between Armies, where the Numbers were fmall, 
and but little Blood fhed. 

What is it then, that has render'd thefe Wars 
fo celebrated in Hiftory ? Sallujl informs us, as 
follows ; The Actions of the Athenians, undoubtedly^ 
zvcre jufficiaitiy great (fays he) a?id yet I believe* 
they iv*t e fomewhat lefs than Fame is for having us 
conceive of them. But* becaufe Athens had ?wble 
Writers, the Acls of that Rcpublick are celebrated 
throughout the whole World, as the mofi glorious : 
And the Gallantry of thoje Heroes, who performed 
them* has had the Luck to be thought as tranjeen- 
dent* as the Eloquence of fuch Wits as defer ibed 
themi Sallujl, though jealous enough of the Glory, 
the Romans had acquir'd, by a Series of diltin- 
guifrVd Actions, wherewith their Hiftory is full; 
vet does Juftice, in this Paffage^ to the Grecians ; 
by acknowledging, that their Exploits were truly 
great, and illuftrious; though fomewhat inferior, 
in his Opinion, to their Fame. 

What is then this foreign, and borrow'd Luftre; 
which the Athe7iia?i Actions have deriv'd from the 
Eloquence of their Hiftorians? It is, that the 
whole Univerfe agrees in looking updn them, as 
the greateft, and moft glorious, that were ever 
perform'd. Per "Terr at urn Orbem Athenienfium facia 
pro maximis celebrantur. All Nations fedue'd* 
and inchanted, as it were> with the Beauties of 
the Greek Authors, think, the Exploits of that 
Peopls fuperior to any Thing, that was ever 
done by any other Nation. This, according to 
Sallujl, is the Service the Greek Authors have 
done the Athenians, by their excellent Manner of 
defcribing their Actions j and very unhappy it is 
for us, that our Hiftory, for Want of the like Af- 
fiftance, has left a Thoufand bright Actions, and 
fine Sayings, unrecorded j which would have been 
fet off with great Luttre, and Advantage, by the 
ancient Writers; and would have done great Ho- 
nour to our Country. 

But, however this be, it muft be confefs'd, that 
we are not always to judge of the Value of an 
Action* or of the Merit or the Perfons concern'd 
in it, by the Importance of the Event. It is ra- 
ther, in fuch little Sieges, and Engagements, as 
we find recorded in the Hiftory of the Peloponnc- 
Jian War, that the Conduct > and Abilities of a 
General, are truly confjpicuous. 

Accordingly, at is obferv'd, that it was chiefly 
at the Head or fmall Armies, and in Countries of 
little Extent, that our greateft Commanders of the 
laft Age diftinguifh'd their Capacity; and behnv'd 
with a Conduct, not inferior to the moft cele- 
brated Captains of Antiquity. In fuch Actions, 
Chance has no Share, and docs not cover any O- 
verlights, that are committed. Every Thing is 
conducted, and carry 'd on, by the Prudence of 
the General* He is truly the Soul of the Army, 
winch neither acts, nor moves, but by his Direc- 
tion. He fees every Thing, and is prefent every- 
where : Nothing efcapes Tiis Vigilance." and At- 
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tendon : Orders are feafonably given, and feafon- 
ably executed : Wiles, Stratagems, falfe Marches, 
real, or feigned Attacks, Incampments, Decamp- 
ments ; in a Word, every Thing depends upon 
him, and him only. 

For this Rcafon, reading the Greek Hiftorians; 
fuch as, Thucydides, Xeiwphon* and Polybius, is of 
infinite Service to young Officers ; becaufe thofe? 
Hiftorians, who were alio excellent Commanders, 
enter into all the Particulars of the military Art, 
and lead their Readers, as it were, by the Hand, 
through all the Sieges, and Battles they defcribe ; 
ihewing them, by the Example of the grea.eft 
Generals in Antiquity, and by a Kind of antici- 
pated Experience, in what Manner War is to be 
carry 'd on. 

Nor is it only for military Exploits, that the 
Grecian Hiftory affords us fuch excellent Models. 
We fhali there find celebrated Legiflators, able 
Politicians i Magiftrates born for Government; 
Men, who have exceli'd in all Arts, and Sciences; 
Philofophcrs, who carry'd their Enquiries, as far 
as was poftible, in thofe early Times; and who 
have left us fuch Maxims of Morality, as many 
Chiiftians ought to blulh at. 

It is true, thefe very Philofophers, notwith- 
ftanding their Penetration in fome Points, were 
entirely blind, and ignorant, as to others ; even 
to the Degree of contefting fome of the moft evi- 
dent Principles of the Law of Nature ; and very 
often they fuffer'd their Practice to bely their 
Doctrine, and themfclvcs to fall into the moft 
grofs Debaucheries. The divine Providence per- 
mitted it fo to be, and thought fit to give them 
up to a reprobate Mind* in order to punilh their 
Pride ; and to teach us, by their Example, of 
what Enormities, even the wifeft, and moft know- 
ing Men, are capable, when they are left to rheir 
own Weaknefs, and natural Depravity ; ^aud f rom 
what an Abyfs, the Mercy of our Divine Medi- 
ator has delivered us. 

But, though they fell into fome Errors, both 
With Refpedt to the Underftanding, and the Mind, 
which we are oblig'd to deteftj yet that does not 
hinder their Books from containing many excel- 
lent Maxims, which, according to St. Anftin, we 
are entitled to claim, as a Benefit appertaining to 
us, in the fame Manner as the JJtaefitcs, when 
they came out of Egypt, enriched themfelves with 
the Spoils -thereof : For this has been the Practice 
of all the Saints : lpfi Gentiles Jiqaid divihum & 
reclnm in dotlrinis fuis habere pot uerunt* non ut pro- 

bavenint fancli no/tri. 

We may fay the fame of the virtuous Actions 
of the Heat hefts* whereof we fliali find a great 
Abundance in the Grecian Hiftory. We are told 
by St. Attfiin, that according to the Rule of Ju- 
ftice, fecund urn jttjlitia regutam, we ought to be 
fo far from blaming and condemning thole Actions, 
that we are obliged in Rcafon Co commend and 
extol - them. Not that thofe Actions were good 
and praife-worthy in every Rcfpect ; St. Aujlin 
was very far from entertaining luch an Opinion. 
He looked upon them only as good in their Na- 
ture, and witn Refpect to the Duty of the Agents : 
But as to the End, for which they were done, that 
Father thought them very blamcable, becaufe they 
were not directed to the Glory of God, 

But notwithftanding chic, according to the fame 
Father, it may be very fci viceable 10 Chrijlia?ts % 

both 
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both for their Inliruction and the Regulation of 
their Manners, to have the virtuous Anions of 
the Heathen* laid before them in their full Lighr, 
provided chey fet not coo high a Value upon them : 
For what che fame Father fays of the Virtues of 
the ancient Romans, may furely be applied to thofe 
of the Grecians. He employs a whole Chapter., 
and that a pretty long one, in pointing out the 
rnoft illuftrious Actions and fignal Virtues of that 
People: As,their Love of the Commonwealth ; their 
devoted Attachment to their Country 5 their Con- 
ftancy in fuffering the rnoft cruel Torments, and 
even Death itfclf ; their noble and generous Dif- 
intereftednefs ; their efteeming and chufing Po- 
verty 5 their profound Reverence for Religion and 
the Gods : And he makes feveral Reflections upon 
this Subject, which very well defervc our Notice, 

Firfti he fuppofes that it was in order to recom- 
pence the Romans for all thefe Virtues, which yet 
were only fo in Name and Appearance, that the 
Divine Providence gave them the Empire of the 
Univerfe a Recompense very fui tabic to their 
Deferts, and with which they were weak enough 
to be contented. For the fame Reafon, he fup- 
pofes God thought fit to let their Name be fo glo- 
rious, and fo much efteemed by all Nations, and 
in all Ages ; that fo many great and illuftrious 
Actions mould not pafs entirety unrewarded. 

He obferves likewife, that fuch Virtues, not- 
withftanding their being falfe, are of publick Ad- 
vantage to Mankind; and that they contribute to- 
wards the fecret Defigns of God, in puni filing, or 
rewarding his Creatures. The Love of Glory, 
which is a Vice, yet ferves to fupprefs many other 
Vices, of a more hurtful and mifchievous Nature ; 
fuch as Injuftice, Violence, and Cruelty. And 
can it be queftioned, whether a Magi ft rate, a Go- 
vernor 01 a Province, or a Sovereign, that are gen- 
tle, patient, juft, chafte, and beneficent, though 
merely upon human Motives of Intereft or Vain- 
glory, are not infinitely more ferviceable to the 
Commonwealth, than they would be, if they were 
deftitute of thofe external Appearances, and Sha- 
dows of Virtue \ and, that Men of fuch Difpofi- 
tions may be reckoned among the moft valuable 
Pre fen t6 of Heaven ? 

We may the better judge of this Matter, if we 
do but compare fuch Magiftrates and Princes with 
thofe of a contrary Character, who, laying afide 
all Honour and Probity, defpifing Reputation, and 
trampling upon the moft lacred Laws, acknow- 
ledge no other Law, than that of their brutifti 
Pamons: Who arc, in a Word, fuch as God in 
his Wrath fends to a Nation, he has a Mind to 
punifh, and which he thinks worthy of fuch Ma- 
fters. Et tali bus qui clem dominandi poteftas non da- 
tur nifi fummi dci providentik, quando res humanas 
judicat tali bus do minis dignas. 

The laft Reflection this Father makes is, what 
Ufc we ought to make, of the Praifes beftow'd 
on virtuous Heathens. It fltews what Advantage a 
prudent Reader mould reap from the Recital of 
the gallant Exploits and virtuous Actions of the 
Grecians* which will be the principal Subject of 
the following Sheets. When we fee them facri- 
ficing their Eftates and Fortunes to the Relief of 
their Fellow-citizens, their Lives to the Prcfer- 



vationof the State, and even their Fame and Glory 
to the publick Good; when we fee them practic- 
ing the moft difficult Virtues, and that on Mot' 



entirely human, in order to acquire a tranfient 
putation, what Reproaches ought we to ma] -4: 
to our fclyes, and how much ought we to be a- 
fliamed, if, profefling a Religion, that recom- 
mends itfelf to us, by the Prumifes of an eternal 
Recom pence, and has fuch powerful Motives to 
enforce our Love and Graticude, we want the Cou- 
rage and Refolution to practife the fame Virtues^ 
And if we arc fo happy as to fulfil our Engage- 
ments, and Duty^ how can we be proud otit } 
when we confider how much greater Things were 
done on a Motive of mere Vain-glory, by Men, 
who knew not God, and who confined all their 
De/ires to the Good of this prefent Life? 

m This then, according to b't. Atlfiin, is the prin- 
cipal Ufe, that is to be made of the Study and 
Reading of prophane Hiftory : Nor did the Di- 
vine Providence fufTer the Greeks and Roman- co 
become fo famous and illuftrious, but in oraer co 
give the greater Weight to thofe Examples of 
Virtue, wherewith their Hiftory abounds; that 
by our reading them with Serioufnefs and Atten- 
tion, we fliould learn, from the Love chey bore 
to an earthly Country, and to a Glory of io fhorc 
a Duration, what Longing we ought to have for 
an heavenly Country, where an Eternity of Hap- 
pinefs is to be our Reward, if we live accord- 
ing*}*. 

It the Virtues of the Persons, recorded in Hi- 
ftory, may ferve us for Patterns in the Conduct of 
our Lives 5 fo may their Vices and Failings, be 
no lefs proper to ferve for our Caution and In~ 
ftrudtion ; and the ftrict Regard, which an Hi- 
ftorian is obliged to pay to Truth, will not allow 
him to diflembie the latter, through Fear of eclipf- 
ing the Luftre of the former. 

rfor does what is here advanced, contradict the 
Rule laid down by Plutarch, on. the fame Subject, 
in his Preface to the Life of Cimon. He would 
have the illuftrious Actions of great Men repre- 
fented in their full Light j but as to the Faults, 
which may fometimes efcape them, through Paf- 
fion or Surprize, or into which they may be drawn 
by the Neceflity of AfFairs, looking upon them 
rather as a certain Degree of Perfection, which is 
wanting to their Virtue, than as Vices or Crimes, 
that proceed from any Corruption of the Heart, 
he would have the Hiftorian, out of Companion 
to the Weaknefs of human Nature, which pro- 
duced! nothing entirely perfect, content himfelf 
with touching them very lightly : In the fame 
Manner as an able Painter, when he has a fine 
Face to draw, in which he finds fome little Ble- 
miflij or Defect, docs neither entirely fupprefs it, 
nor think himfelf obliged to reprefent it with a 
ftrict Exactnefs ; becaufe the one would fpoil the 
Beauty of the Picture, arid the other would deftroy 
the Likenefs. 

The very Comparifon Plutarch ufes, (hews, that 
he fpcaks only of flight and excufable Slips. But 
as to Actions of Injuftice, Violence, and bru- 
tality* they ought not to be concealed, or dif- 
guiled on any Account ; nor can we fuppofc, that 
the fame Privilege (honld be allow'd in Hiftory, a 
is in Painting ; which invented the Profile, to re- 
prefent the Side-face of a Prince, who had loft 
an Eye, and by that Means ingenioully concealed 
fo difagrecable a Deformity. Hiftory, the moft 
cflentia? Law whereof is Sincerity, will by no 
Means admit of fuch Indulgences; which indeed 

would 
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would deprive it of its grcateft Advantage, and 
Lffefulncls. 

Shame, Reproach, Infamy, Hatred, and the 
Execrations or the Publick, which are the infepar- 
able Attendants on criminal and brutifh Actions, 
arc no lefs proper to excite an Horrour for Vice > 
than the Glory, which perpetually waits upon good 
Anions, is proper to infpire us with the Love of 
Virtue. And chefe, according to Tacitus* are the 
two Ends, which every Hiftorian ought to propofe 
to himfelf; by making a judicious Choice of what 
js moft extraordinary both in Good and Evil; in 
order to have that publick Homage paid to Vir- 
tue, which is juftly due to it ; and to create the 
greater Abhorrence for Vice, on Account of chac 
eternal Infamy, chac ought always to ateend ic as 
its Puniftimenc. 

Our ancienc Hiftory does but furnifh coo many 
Examples of the latter Sort. If we confider the 
Per/Fans, it will appear, by what is faid of their 
Kings, that thofe Princes, who have all the Power 
in the r own Hands, areofcen given up Co all Manner 
of Vices ; chat nothing is more difficult chan for a 
Man to refill: the Dcluiions of his own Greatnels, 
and the Flatteries of thofe that furround him ; that 
the Power of gratifying all one's Defires, and of 
doing Evil wich Impunicy, is a dangerous Situa- 
tion j thac the belc Difpofitions can hardly wich- 
ftand fuch a Temptation ; that, even after having 
prefer ved them felves, in the Beginning, they are 
mfenfibly corrupted by Softnefs and Effeminacy ; 
by Pride, and their Averfion to iincere Advice; 
and chac ic rarely happens, they are wife enough 
to confider, chac, when they find chemfelves ex- 
alted above all Laws and Reftraincs, chey ftand 
then moft in need of Moderation and Wifdom, 
both in regard to themfelves and others ; and that, 
in fuch a Mtuacion, chey ought to be doubly upon 
their Guard, and doubly arrn'd ; in order to fee 
Bounds^ by their Reafon, to a Power, that has no 
other Limics here below. 



ther it be poffible, that fuch a bright and (h'ming 
Light, and fuch chick Clouds of Smoke and Dark- 

Wc re-* 
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Again, if we turn our Eyes upon the Grecians, 
the Pehponncfian War will Incur, the miferable Ef- 
fects of their inccftine Divifions, and the fatal Ex- 
ceifes, Into which they were led, by chcirThirft of 
Dominion: ft will (hew. Scenes of Injullice, In- 
gratitude, and Perfidy, with the open Violation 
oj Treaties 5 or mean Artifices, and unworthy 
I ricks, to elude their Execution. There we fliall 
fee how fcandaloufly the Lacedemonians, and Athe- 
nians, ftoop'd and cring'd to the Ba/Sarians, in or- 
der to beg fomc Subfidies from them : How rtiamc- 
jtijly the greac Deliverers of Grave, renounced chc 
ylory of their paft Labours and Exploits, by 
iiwning upon, and making their Court to fome 
naughty and infolcnt Satrap* >, and by running, 
one after another, andpriding themfelves therein, 
implore the Protection of the common Enemy, 
whom they had fo often conquered ; and how they 
employed the Succours they obtained from them, 
n oppreffing their ancienc Allies; and extending 

wwr own Territories, by unjult and violent In- 
cr °achments. 

On both Sides, and fomecimes in the fame Per- 
S ,y c ./ ha M find a furprixing Mixture of Good, 
l Evi| i Vircuc, and Vice i glorious Aftions' 
fh » 1 u ° Sc f nCimc nts ; and fometimea, perhaps, we 
b e ready to ask ourfelves, whether thefe can 

^!V?L Perfon8 ' lind thc famc People, of 
i0m ruch diflcKnc Things arc related i and who- 



proceed from the fame Matter, 
late Things, as we find them in ancienc Authors 5 
and thc Pictures, wherewith we prefent our Rea- 
ders, are from thofe original Monuments., which 
Hiitory has tranfmitted co us; and, we might like- 
wife add, from human Nature itfelf. But, in our 
Opinion, even chis Medley of Good and Evil* 
though very odd in itfelf, may be of great Ad- 
vantage to us; andferve as a rrefervative againft 
a Danger, both very common and very natural. 

For if we Ihould rind, either in any Nation, or 
particular Perfons, a Probity and a Noblenefs of 
Sentiments always uniform, and free from all Ble- 
mifti and YVeakoefs, we. fhould be tempted to be- 
lieve, chat Heathcnifm is capable of producing ge- 
nuine and perfect Virtue ; though our Religion 
teaches us, thac thofe Virtues, we moft admire a- 
mong the Heathens, are really no more than the 
Shadow and Appearance of them. But when we 
fee che Defects and Imperfections, the Vices and 
Crimes, and thofe fometimes of che blackeft Dye, 
chac are intermixed with, and often very clofcly 
follow, their molt virtuous Actions ; we are caughc 
chereby to moderate our Eftcem and Admiracion 
of chem ; and, at the fame Time, that we com* 
mend what appears noble, worthy, and great, a- 
mong che Pagans, not prodigally co pay to the 
Phantom of Virtue, thac entire and un refer ved 
Homage, which is only due to Virtue itfelf. Pro- 
ceed we now to our Abridgment of the Laceda* 
•mom an Hiftory. 

We have already obferved, that eighty Years 
after the Reduction of Troy, the Heraclida return 'd 
to Peloponnefus, and made themfelves Maftcrs v of 
Sparta, or La:edamon\ where Euryjlhtnts and Pro- 
c/es, twe* Brothers, and Sons of Artjiodemus > reign» 
ed jointly together. Such a divided Power pro- 
mi fed no greac Tranquillity ; accordingly, during 
their whole Lives (Herodotus obferves) thefe two 
Brothers were at Variance ; and that almoft all 
their Dcfcendants, from them, inherited the fame 
mutual Hatred and Antipathy : lb true is ir, 
that the fovereign Power will admit of no Part- 
nership ; and that two Kings will always be too 
many for one Kingdom ! However, after the 
Death of thefe two, the Dcfcendants of both ftill 
continued to fway che Scepter jointly : And, what 
is very remarkable, thefe two Branches fubfifted, 
for near nine hundred Years, from che Recurn of 
thc Heraclida into Peloponnefus, to the Death of 
C /com cues ; and fupplied Sparta with Kings with- 
out Interruption, and that generally in a regular 
Succeffion, from Father co Son, efpccially in the 
elder Branch of that Family. 

When the Lacedamonians firft began to fettle in 
Peloponnefus, they met with great Oppoficion from 
the Inhabitants of the Country ; whom they were 
obliged to fubdue, one after another, by Force of 
Arms, or receive into their Alliance, on eafy and 
equitable Terms, as the paying them a fmall 
Tribute. Among the reft, Strabo fpcaks of a 
City, called Htlos, not far from Sparta, which, 
after having fubmitted to thc Yoke, as others had, 
revolted openly, and refufed to pay the Tribute. 
Hereupon jfgis, the Son of Eurtjlnenes % who be- 
ing newly fettled in the Throne, was fcnfible of 
the dangerous Tendency of this fir(t Revolt, im- 
mediately marched wuh an Army againft them > 
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and together with Sous his Coleaguc, laid Siege to 
the City; which, after a pretty long Refinance, 
was forced to fu.render at Dilcretion. Having 
thus fubdued them, Agis thought it proper to 
make fuch an Example of them, as fhould intimi- 
date all their Neighbours, and deter them from 
the like Attempts, and yet not alienate their Minds 
by too cruel a Treatment. For this Reafon he 
put none to Death ; he fpared the Lives of all the 
Inhabitants; but, at the fame Time, took away 
all their Liberty, and reduced them to a State of 
Slavery. From thenceforward they were employ 'd 
in all mean and fervile Offices, and treated with 
extreme Rigour: Thcfe were the People who were 

called Helotce. 

The Number of them exceedingly encreafed in 
Proctfs of Time ; the Laccdamonians giving un- 
doubtedlv the fame Name to all the People they 
reduced to fame Condition of Servitude. As they 
themfelves were averfe to Labour, and entirely 
addicted to War, they left the Care of tilling, 
and managing their Lands, to thefe Slaves ; align- 
ing every one of them a certain Portion of Ground, 
of which they were obliged to carry the Product* 
every Year to their refpe&ive Matters ; who en- 
deavoured, by all forts of ill Ufage, to make their 
Yoke more grievous and infupportablc. This was 
certainly very bad Policy, and could only tend to 
breed a Number of dangerous Enemies in the 
very Heart of the State, who were always ready 
to take Arms and revolt on every Ooeafion. The 
Romans acted more prudently in this Refpedt, for 
they incorporated theeoi que red Nations into their 

?m the Privilege of Denizons, 



State; granted them _ 
and thereby converted them, from Enemies, into 
Brethren and Fello v-citizens. 

Eu/yticn, or Euiypon, as he is named by others, 
fuccceded Sous. In order to gain the Good-will of 
his People, and ren.ier his Government acceptable 
to them, he thought fit to recede, in fome Points, 
from the abfolute Power exercifed by the Kings 
his Predeceflbrs : This rendered his Name fo dear 
to his Subjects, that all his Succeffors were, from 
him, called Eurytionidcs. But this Relaxation 
produced a horrible Confufion, and an unbounded 
Liccntioufnefs, which caufed, for a long Time, 
infinite Mifchiefs: The People became fo info- 
lent, that nothing could reitrain them. If the 
Succeflbrs of Eurytion attempted to recover their 
Authority by Force, they became odious ; and if, 
through Complaifancc or Weakncfs, they chofe to 
diffcmblc, their Lenity ferved only to render them 
contemptible : So that every Thing ran to a ge- 
neral Diforder, and the Laws were no longer re- 
garded. Thefc Confufions haften'd the Death of 
Eunomus, the Father of Lycurgus, who was kilPd 
in an fnfurri£Kon. Poly defies % his cldefr Son, and 
SuccefTor, dying foon after, without Children, 
every Body expected Lycurgus would have been 
King. And indeed he was fo in Effect, as long as 
the Pregnancy of his Brother's Wife was uncertain ; 
but ns foon as that was manifelr, he declared, that 
the Kingdom belonged to her Child, in cafe it 
proved a Son: And from that Moment, he re- 
tained the Adminifrration of Affairs, as Guardian 
to his unborn Nephew, under the Title of Prodi- 
cos 5 which was the Name given by the Laceda- 
monians to the Guardians of their Kings. When 
the Child was born, l.ycurgus took him in his 
Arms, and cried out to the Company then prefenr, 



Behold, my Lords of Sparta, this new-bom Son i 5 
your King : And, at the fame Time, he put the 
Infant into the Seat of the King, and named him 
Charilaus, becaufe of the Joy the People teftified 
at his Birth. 

Some Time afcer, in the Reign of Theopompus t 
a War broke out between the Argia?is and the 
Lacedamonians ; on Account of a little Country, 
called Ttyrea, that lay upon the Confines of the 
two Nations, and to which each of them pretended 
a Right. When the two Armies were ready to 
engage, it was agreed on both Sides, in order to 
fpare EfFufion of Blood, that the Quarrel fhould 
be decided by three hundred of the bravelr. Men 
chofe n out of the two Armies, and that the Land 
in Queftion, fhould become the Property of the 
conquering Party j and to give the Combatants 
more Room to engage, the two Armies retired ac 
fome Di fiance. 

Then thofe generous Champions, who had all 
the Courage of two mighty Armies., boldly ad- 
vanced towards each other, and fought with fo 
much Refolution and Fury, that the whole Num- 
ber, except three Men, two on the Side of the 
Argians y and one on the Side of the Lacedamoniam, 
lay dead upon the Spot : And it was the Night 
only that parted them. The two -drgtans, look- 
ing upon themfelves as the Conquerors, made what 
Hafte they could to Argosy with the News : The 
fingle Lacedamonian, Othryades by Name, inltead 
of retiring, ftript the dead Bodies of the Argiam, 
and carrying their Arms into the LacedasmontM 
Camp, continued in his Poft. Next Day the two 
Armies returned to the Field of Battle : Both Sides 
laid equal Claim to the Vi£lory ; the Argians 3 be- 
caufe they had more of their Champions left, than 
the Enemy ; the Lacedemonians, becaufe the two 
Argians, that remained alive* had fled; whereas 
their fingle Soldier had remained Matter of the 
Field or Battle, and had carried off the Spoils of 
the Enemy : In ftiort, they could not determine 
the Difpute, without coming to another Engage- 
ment. Here Fortune declared in Favour of thfc 



Lacedamouians, and the little Territory of TfryreJ 
was the Prize of their Victory. But Othryades, 
not able to bear the Thoughts of furviving his 
brave Companions, or of enduring the Sight ot 
Sparta after theirDcath, killed himlelf on the fame 
Field ot* Battle, where chcy had fought; refolving 
to fhare the fame common Fate, and to lie in the 
fame common Grave, with his Fellow-Cham* 
pions. 

After this, the Lacedemonians were no lefs than 
thrice engaged in long, fierce, and bloody W'sir?, 
with their Neighbours, the Mcflenians wh^ 
Country lay weltward of, and not tar from Spaitd'- 
Ir alfo was of confide rable Strength, and govern" 1 ' 
by its own Kings. 

The firft Mejjenian War laftcd full twenty YeaW 
and broke out the fecond Year of the ninth Oh' 11, 
pi ad. The Lace darwinians pretended to have w 
ceived feveral confiderabJc Injuries from the Ml' 
fenians, and among others, that they had ravM" 
their Daughters, when they went, according w 
Cuftom, to a Temple, that ttood on the Border* 
of the two Nations; as alfo, that they had rm^' 
dered Telecles, one of the Kings of Sparta ; vviii^ 
was one of the Confcquences of their ravi tiling ty e 
Spartan Virgins: Bur, molt probably, the h>el"<' 
of extending their Dominion, and of fcivdn«' 11 
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Territory which lay fo convenient for them, might 
be the true Caufe of the War. But be that as it 
will* the War broke out in the Reign of Poly- 
dor us, and Theopompus, Kings of Sparta $ ac the 
Time when the Office of the Archontes, at Athens, 

was ftill decennial. 

Euphaes, the thirteenth Defcendant from Her- 
cules, was then King of Mcffe?iia : He gave the 
Command of his Army to Cleonnis. The Laceda- 
monians opened the Campaign with the Siege of 
Amphca, a fmall, inconfiderable City 5 which how-, 
ever, they thought, would be very proper to make 
an Arfenal : The Town was taken by Storm, and 
all the Inhabitants put to the Sword* But this 
fir ft Blow ferved only to animate the Meffenians, 
by fhewing them what they were to expect from 
the Enemy, if they did not defend themfelves 
couragiouffy. The Lacedamonidns* on their Part* 

bound themfelves by an Oath, not to lay down 
their Arms, or return to Sparta, ' till they had 
made themfelves Matters of all the Cities, and 
Lands belonging to the Meffenians 5 fuch an Af- 
furance had they of the Succefs of then: Arms, and 
of their invincible Courage* Two Battles were 
fought, wherein the Lofs was pretty equal on both 
Sides : But, after the fecond, the Meffenians fuf- 
fer'd extremely through the Want of Provisions; 
which occafioned a great Defertion in their Troops, 
and at laft brought the Plague among them. 

Hereupon they confulted the Oracle of Delphos, 
which directed them, in order to appeafe the 
Wrath of the Gods, to offer up a Virgin of the 
.Royal Blood in Sacrifice* Arijlomenes, who was 
of the Race of the Epytides, offered his own 
Daughter; after which, the Meffenians confider- 
ing, that if they left Garrifons in all their Towns, 
they fhould extremely weaken their Army, rc- 
folved to abandon all their Towns, except Itkoma, 
a little Place feated on the Top of a Hill of the 
fame Name, about which they incamped and for- 
tified themfelves. In this Situation were feven 
Years fpent, during which nothing paffed but litte 
, Skirmiihes on both Sides; the Lacedemonians not 
daring, in all chat Time, to force the Enemy to 
a Battle. 

Indeed they almoft defpaired of being able to 
reduce them ; nor was there any Thing, but the 
Obligation of the Oath, wherewith they had en- 
gaged themfelves, that made them continue fo 
burdenfome a War. What gave them the greateft 
Uncafinefs, was, their Apprehenfion, left their 
Abfcnce and Diftancc from their Wives, for fo 
many Years, and which might ftill continue many 
more, mould deftroy their Families at home, and 
leave Sparta deftitute of Citizens. To prevent 
this Misfortune, they fent home fuch of their Sol- 
diers, as were come to the Army, fince the fore- 
mentioned Oath had been taken, and made no 
Scruple of prbftituting their Wives to their Em- 
braces. The Children, that fprung from thefc 
unlawful Copulations, were called Parthcniata ; 
a Name given them to denote the Infamy of their 
Birth. As foon as they were crown up, not be- 
ing able to endure fuch an opprobrious Diftinclion, 
they banimed themfelves from Sparta with one 
Confent ; and, under the Conduft of Phalantbus, 
went to Italy, and fettled at Tarentum after driv- 
ing out the undent Inhabitants. 

At laft, in the eighth Year of the War, which 
was the thirteenth of the Reign of Euphaes, a fierce 
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and bloody Battle was fought near Ithoma ; where* 
in Euphaes broke through the Battalions of Theo- 
pompus with too much Heat and Precipitation for 
a King ; and in fo doing received a Multitude of 
Wounds, feveralof which were mortal. He fell, 
and feerned to give up the Ghoft : Whereupon 
wonderful Efforts were made on both Sides 5 by 
the one, to carry off the King ; by the other, to 
fave him. In this Conteft Cleonnis killed eight 
Spartans, who were dragging him along, and 
fpoiled them of their Arms, which he committed 
to the Cuftody of fome of his Soldiers. He him- 
felf received feveral Wounds, all in the Forepart 
of his Body, which was a certain Proof, that he 
had never turned his Back upon his Enemies. 
Arijlomenes likewife, infighting on the fame Oc- 
cafion, and for the fame End, killed five Lacede- 
monians, whofe Spoils he likewife carried oft 
without receiving any Wound. In fhort, the 
King was faved and carried off by the Meffenians $ 
and, all mangled and bloody as he was, he ex- 
prefled great Joy, that they had not been worfled. 
After the Battle was over, Arijlomenes met Clecn- 
nis, who, by Reafon of his Wounds, could nei- 
ther walk by himfelf, nor with the Alfiftance of 
thofe that lent him their Hands 5 took him upon 
his Shoulders, without quitting his Arms, and car- 
ried him to the Camp. 

As foon as they had applied the firft DrefHng to 
the Wounds of the King of Mefftnia, and of his 
Officers, there arofe a new Conteft among the 
Meffenians, that was difputed with as much Heat 
as the former, but was of a very different kind, 
and yet the Confequence of the other. The Affair 
in Queftion was, the adjudging the Prise of Glory 
to him, that had moft figrtalized his Bravery in 
the late Engagement. For it was, even then, an 
an antientCuftom among them, publickly to pro- 
claim, after the Battle, the Name of the Man, that 
had fhewed the greateft Courage. Nothing could 
be more proper to animate the Officers and Sol- 
diers, to infpire them with Refolution and Intre- 
pidity, and to ftifle the natural Apprchenfion of 
Death and Danger. Two illuftrious Champions 
entered the Lifts on this Occafion, namely, Cle~ 
onnis, and Arijlomenes* 

The King, notwithftanding his weak Condition, 
being attended with the principal Officers of his 
Army, prefided in the Council, where this im- 
portant Difpute was to be decided. Each Compe- 
titor pleaded his own Caufe : Cleonnis began, and 
founded his Pretenfions upon the great Number 
of Enemies he had flain, and upon the Multi- 
tude of Wounds he had received in the Action, 
which were fo many undoubted Teftimonies of the 
Courage, wherewith he had faced both Death and 
Danger: Whereas, according to him, the Condi- 
tion, in which Arijlomenes came out of the En- 
gagement, without Hurt, and without Wound, 
teemed to fhew, that he had been very careful of 
his own Perfon j or at moft, could only prove, 
that he had been more fortunate than he, but not 
more brave, or couragious : And as to his having 
carried him on his Shouldicrs into the Camp, that 
Action indeed might ferve to prove the Strength 
of his Body, but nothing more : And the Thing 
in Difpute at this Time, fays he, is not Strength, 
but Bravery. 

The only Thing Arijlomenes was reproached for, 
was, that he was not wounded ; therefore he ftuclc 

only 
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only to chat Point, and anfwered in the following 
Manner : " I am, fays he, called fortunate, be- 
caule I have c leaped from the Battle without 
Wounds : If that were owing to my Cowardife, 
I lhould deferve another Epithet than that of 
Fortunate ; and, initead of being admitted to 
difpute the Prize, I ought to undergo the Ri- 
gour of the Laws, that are made againft Cow- 
ards. But what is objected to me, as a Crime, 
is, in Truth, my greateft Glory : For, whether 
it be, that the Enemies, aftoniihed at my V"a- 
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lour, durft not venture ro attack or oppoie me, 
it is no fmall Degree of Merit, that I made 
them dread and avoid me ; or if it be, that 
whilit they engaged me, I had, at the fame 
Time, both Strength to cut them in Pieces, and 
Skill to guard ag.unit their Attacks, I mull then 
have been, at once, both valiant and prudent. 
For, whoever, in the Midft of an Engagement, 
can expofe himfelf to Dangers, with Caution, 
and Prudence, mews, that he excels, at the 
fame Time, both in the Virtues of the Mind, 
and the Body. As for Courage, no Man liv- 
ing can reproach C!co?i7iis with any Want of it; 
but, for his Honour's Sake, 1 am forry that he 
mould appear to want Gratitude." 
After the Conclufion of thefe Harangues, they 
proceeded to voting : The whole Army were in Suf- 
pence, and impatiently waited for the Decifion. 
No Difpute could be fo warm, and interesting as 
this : It was not a Competition for Gold or Silver, 
but for Honour alone : The proper Reward of 
Virtue is pure, difinterefted Glory. Here the 
judges are unfufpc&ed : The Actions of the Par- 
ties it. i 1 1 fpeak for them. It is the King himfelfj 
furrounded with his Officers, wboprefides and gives 
Sentence : It is a whole Army, that are the VVic- 
neffes. The Field of Battle is a Tribunal without 
Partiality, and without Cabal. In inort, all the 
Votes concurred in Favour of drift em ems, and ad- 
judged him the Prize. 

Mupbacs dit.d not many Days after the Decifion 
of this Affair: He had reigned thirteen Years, 
and during all that Time, was engaged in War 
with the Lacedemonians. As he died without 
Children, he left the Meffenians at Liberty tochufe 
his SuccelTor. Cleonnii, and Damis, were Candi- 
dates, in Oppofition to Atijlomaies ; but he was 
elected King, preferably to the others. When he 
was on the Throne, he did not fcruple to confer 
on his two Rivals, the principal Offices of the 
Stare. Being all ftrongly attach'd the publick 
Good, even more than to their own Glory; Com- 
petitors, but not Enemies ; thefe great Men burn- 
ed with a Zeal for their Country, and were nei- 
rher Friends nor Adverfaries to one another, but 
in order to prefervc the Common- wealth. 

drijlomcnes, otherwifecalled, Ar iftodemus, reign- 
ed rear feven Years, and was equally eftccnVd and 
beloved by his Subjects. 7'he War ftiil continued 
this* Time. Towards the End of his Reign he 
bent the Lacedemonians, took their King Theo» 
fompus, and, in Honour of Jupiter of Ithoma, fa- 
cririced three hundred »f their Men, among whom 
their King was the p :ipal Victim. Shortly af- 
ter, /Irijhdcmus facril. himfelf upon the Tomb 
of his daughter, to fatisfy the Anfwer of an Ora- 
cle. Datnis was his Succeffor, but without tak- 
ing upon him the Title of King. 

Afrer his Death, the Meffenians never had any 
SucceffJ in their Affairs, but found thcmfelves in a 



very wretched and hoplefs Condition. Being re* 
duced to the laft Extremity, and utterly deititutc 
of Provilions, they abandoned Ithoma, and iled to 
fuch of their Allies^ as were neareft to them : The 
City was immediately razed, and all the People 
that remained, fubmitted. They were made to 
engage themfelves by Oath, never to forfake the 
Party of Lacedemonians, and never to revolt from 
them j a very ufelefs Precaution, which would 
only lerve to make them add the Guilt of Perjury 
to their Rebellion. Their new Matters impofed 
no Tribute upon them ; but contented themielves 
with obliging them to bring to the Spartan Mar- 
ket, one Half of the Corn they fhould reap in 
their Harveft. It was like wife ftipulated, that 
the Meffenians, both Men and Women, fhould at- 
tend, in Mourning, on the Funerals., either of the 
Kings, or chief Citizens of Sparta: Which the 
Lacedemonians, probably, look'd upon as a Mark 
of the others Depen dance, and as a kind of Ho- 
mage paid to their Nation: Thus ended the firft 
Meffenian War, after having lafted twenty Years. 

But the Gentlenefs, wherewith the Laccdamo- 
nians treated the- Meffeni an s, at Hrft, was of no 
long Duration. When once they found the whole 
Country had fubmitted, and thought the People 
incapable of giving them any farther Trouble, 
they returned to their natural Character, which 
was a Compofition of Infolence and Haughtine/s, 
that often degenerated into Cruelty, and fometimes 
even into Ferocity. Inftead of treating the Van- 
quifh'd with Kindnefs, as Friends and Allies, and 
endeavouring by gentle Methods to win thofe, 
they had fubdued by Force, they feemed intent 
upon nothing but aggravating their Yoke, and 
making them feel the whole Weight of their Sub- 
jection. They laid heavy Taxes upon them j de- 
livered them up to the Avarice of the Collectors of 
thofe Taxes ; gave no ear to their Complaints ; 
rendered them no Juftice; treated them hke vile 
Slaves ; and committed the moft crying Outrages 
againft them. 

Man, who is born for Liberty, does not grow 
tame by Servitude: The moft gentle Slavery ex- 
afpe rates, and provokes him to rebel. What 
could be expected then from fo cruel a Slavery, 
as was that the Meffenians groaned under? Why, 
after having endured it with great Unea finefs near 
forty Years, they refolved to throw off the Yoke, 
and to recover their antient Liberty. This was 

in the fourth Year of the twenty-third Olympiad: 
The Office of drchon, at Athens, was then made 
annual ; and Anaxandcr and ^naxidamus reigned 
at Sparta. 

The Meffem'ans firft Care, was to ftrengthen 
themfelves with the Alliance of the neighbouring 
Nations. Thefe they found very well inclined to 
enter into their Views ; becaufe their own Interests 
led them thereto. For it was not without Jenloufy 
and Apprchenfions, that they faw fo powerful a 
City nnng up in the midlfc of them, which mani- 
festly feemed to aim at extending her Dominion 
over all the reft. The People therefore of It/is, 
the drgiam, and Sicyonians, declared for the Mef- 
fenians : But before their Forces were joined, a 
a Battle was fought between the Lacedemonians 
and Meffenians. ^ri/fomenes, the fecond of thac 
Name, wno at the Head of the latter: He was a 
Commander of an intrepid Courage, and of great 
Abilities in War. The Lacedemonians were beat 
in this Engagement ; a udslri/ZomcHcs, who had u 

Mind 
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Miud Co give the Enemy, at fir (I, an advantagious 
Opinion of his Bravery, knowing what Influence 
ic has on the Succefs or future Enterprifcs, boldly 
ventured to enter Sparta by Night, and, upon the 
(Jate of the 1 emple of Minerva, who was fur- 
;,amed Chalcioccos, hung up a Shield, on which 
vvas an Inscription, iignifying, that it was a Pre- 
jent offered by Arijlomenes, to thac Goddefs, out 
of the Spoils of the Lacedaemonians. 

This Bravado did in Reajity aftonifh the latter ; 
but they were ft ill more alarmed at the formidable 
League that vvas formed againft them. The Del- 
phic Oracle, which they confulted, in order to 
know by what Means they fhould be fuccefsful in 
this War, directed them to fend to Athens for a 
Commander, and to fubmit to his Council and 
Conduct. This was a very mortifying Step to fo 
haughty a City as Sparta : But the Fear or incur- 
ring the Difpleafure of the God, by a direct Dif- 
obedience, prevailed overall other Confederations ; 
and they fent an Embafly to the Athenians for that 
Purpofe. 

The People of Athens were fomewhat perplex'd 
at the Requeft : On one Hand, they were not 
forry to fee the Lacedamonians at War with their 
Neighbours, and had no Inclination to furnifh 
them with a good General : On the other Hand, 
they were afraid likewife of chfobeying the God. 
To extricate themfelves out of this Difficulty, they 
offered the Lacedemonians one Tyrtaus, a Poet only 
by Profeflion; and not only difagreeable in his 
Perfon, but, one would have thought, very unfit 
for fuch an Office, for he was lame. However, 
notwithstanding thefe Defects, the Lacedamonians 
received him, as a General, fent unto them by Hea- 
ven itfelf ; but their Succefs did not, at firft, an- 
fwer their Expectation ; for they loft three Battles 
fucceffively. 

Hereupon, the Kings of Sparta, difcouraged by 
fo many Difappointments, and out of all Hopes of 
better Succefs for the future, were entirely bent 
upon returning to Sparta, and marching home a- 
gain with their Forces, when Tyrtaus, the Poet, 
oppofed thisDerlgn very warmly, and at length 
brought them over to his Opinion. He fpoke to 
the 1 roops, and repeated Co them Verfes, he had 
made on Purpofe, and on which he had beftowed 
great Pains and Application. He firft endeavoured 
to comfort them lor their paft Lofles, which he 
imputed to no Fault of theirs, but only to ill For- 
tune, or to Fate, which no human Wifdom can 
furmount. He then reprefented to them, what 
a Shame it would be for Spartans to fly from an 
Enemy ; and how glorious it would be rather to 
perifh Sword in Hand, in fighting for their Coun- 
try* if it was fo decreed by Fate. Then, as if all 
Danger was vanifticd, ard the Gods, fully fatisfied 
and appeafed with their late Calamities, were en- 
tirely turned to their Side, h* laid Victory before 
their Eyes as prefent and certain, and as if flie 
herfelf were inviting them to the Combat. 

All the antient Authors, who have made any 
Mention of the Scile and Character, of the Poetry 
of Tyrt<gus t have obferved, that it was full of a 
tcuain Fire, Ardour, and Enthufiafm, that ani- 
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mated the Minds of Men ; that exalted them 
above themfelves ; that infpired them with fo me- 
shing generous and martial; that cxtinguifhed ail 
Fear and Apprehenlion of Danger or Death ; and 
made them wholly intent upon the Prefer vation 
of their Country, and their own Glory. 

However that be, this was realJy the Effect, the 
Verfes of Tyrtaus had upon the Soldiers on this 
(Xcaflon : They all defired, with one Vo.ce, to 
march againft the Enemy: Being grown indiffe- 
rent as to their Lives, they were bent only upon 
fecuring to themfelves the Honour of a Burial : 
A Point abouc which the ancient Heathens were 
very anxious. ^ To this End they all tied Strings 
round their Right-arms, on which were infcnb'd 
their own and their Fathers Names, that, if they 
chanced to be .killed in the Battle, and to have 
their Faces fo altered through Time, or Accidents, 
as not to be diftinguifhable, it might certainly be 
known who each of them was, by thefe refpeclive 
Badges. Soldiers thus determined to die, are very 
valiant; Accordingly this appeared in the Batcle 
that was then fought, ft was very bloody ; the 
Victory being a long Time difputed on both bides j 
but at laft the Mejjaiians gave Ground. Here- 
upon, when Tyrtaus went aferwards to Sparta, he 
was received with thegreateft Marks of Diftinction, 
and incorporated into the Body of Citize .s j which 
they reckoned one of the greateft Honours ihey 
could confer upon him. 

However, the gaining this Battle did not put 
an End to the War, which had alreaJy lafted three 
Years. Arijiomenes having gathered together the 
Remains of his Army, . retired to the Top of a 
Mountain, of difficult Accefs, which was called 
Ira. The Conquerors attempted to carry the Place 
by Aflaulc; but that brave Prince defended him- 
felf there, for the Space of eleven Years, and per- 
formed the moft extraordinary Actions : And when 
he was at laft obliged to quit it, he was driven 
thereto by Surprize and Treachery, and fought 
like a Lion. Such of the Mcfjcnians as fell into 
the Hands of the Lacedsmonians on this Occafion, 
were reduced to the Condi cion of the Helot a, or 
Slaves : The reft feeing their Country ruined, went 
and fettled at Z ancle, a City in Sicily, which af- 
terwards took its Name from this People, and was 
called Mcffena ; the fame Place which now, at 
this Day, is called MeJJiua. As lor the brave 
jfriflomencs, after having conducted one of his 
Daughters to Rhodes, whom he had given in Mar- 
riage to the Tyrant of that Place, he thought of 
ailing on to Sardis, and refiding with ^iJy^ 
^ing of the Lydians; or to Ecbatana, there to ftay 
with Pbraortcs, King of the Mt\lcs\ but Death 
prevented his putting either of thefe Defigns in 
Execution - 

The fecond Meffeman War Iaftcd fourteen Years, 

and ended the firft Year of the twenty-leveiuh 
Olympiad* 

There was a third War between i he fame Peo- 




ple and the Lacedemonians ; which began both at 
the Time, and on the Occafion of a great Earth- 
quake, that happened at Sparta^ an Account 
whereof will be given in the Sequel afohis Hiltory. 
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CHAP. IV. 



tiiftory of 



of Hyftafpes^ in an In/in 
ifclf indebted to his Groom, and his Horfe, fo 



Obfo vat ion thereon ; His admirable Regulation of 
illd\i hifolencc of Intaph 



iftly 



vijhcd.for his Cruelty and Treachery; Democedes, a Grecian Phyfcian, his rem 
Story ; He is the dijlant Cavfc of the War between the Perfians and Greeks; The Re- 
volt and Redi'.clion of Babylon ; the unfaralLPd Gcnerofity and Zeal of Zopyrus ; The 
Expedition of Darius again ft the Scythians ; Which proves unfuccefsful ; the Revolt of 
the Ionians 3 Its fated Conferences* 



C^OME we now to the joint Kiftory of the 
PcrJtJKS, *nd Grecians. Before Darius, the 
' Son of Hyjiafpss, obtain'd the Kingdom, he 
was called Ockiis ; but on his Acceffion to the 
Throne, he took the Name of Darius, which, 
according to Herodotus in the Perjian Language, 
iignifics an Avenger, or a Man that Defeats the 
Schemes of another ; probably, becaufe he had pu- 
r.ifhed, and put an End to rhe Magian Impoftor. 
He reigned thirty-fix Years. 

When he was* feated on the Throne, the better 
to fecure himfelf therein, he married two Daugh- 
ters of Cyrus, Jtojfa and Artiftona : The former 
had been Wife to Cambyfes, her own Brother, and 
afterwards to Smcrdis the Magian, during the 
Time he was pofielfed of the Throne, jfrtijhna 
was lit 1 1 a Virgin, when Darius married her ; and 
of all his Wives, was the Pcrfon he moft loved. 
He like wife married Parmys, Daughter of the 
true Smerdis, who was Brother to Cambyfes ; as 
alfo Pbcdyma, Daughter to Otanes, by whofe Ma- 
nagement, the fmpofture of the Magian had been 
difcovered r And by all thefe Wives he had a great 
Number of Children of both Sexes, which is no 
great Wonder. 

We have already feen, that the feven Confpira- 
tors, who put the Magian to Death, had agreed 
amonp; themfelves, that he, whofe Horfe, on the 
Day appointed, firlr neighed, at the Rifing of the 
Sun, jhould be declared King ; and that the Horfe 
of Dm ins, by the A del re fs of his Groom, procur'd 
his Mailer that Honour. The King, deliring to 
franfmit to future Ages, his Gratitude for this 
fi^nal and extraordinary Service, caufed an Eque- 
ftrian Statue ro be fet up with this Infcription : 
Darius, the Son of Hyfbifpes, acquired the King- 
dom 0/ Perfia by Means of his Horfe (whofe Name 
was inferted)' and of bis Groom, Oebarcs. In this 
Jnf«:ri prion, where, we fee, the King is not .ifham'd 
to own himfelf indebted to his Horfe and his 
Groom, for fo tranfeendent a Benefaction, as the 
regal Diadem, when it was his Inrerclr, one would 
think, to have it look'd upon as the Fruits of a fu- 
pcrior Merit, there is a Simplicity and Sincerity, 
peculiar to the Genius of thofe ancient Times; 



and extremely contrary to our abfurd Pride and 
Vanity now-a-days. 

One of the firft Cares of Darius, when he was 
fettled on the Throne, was to regulate the State 
of the Provinces, and to put his Finances into good 
Order. Before his Time, Cyrus and Cambyfes had 
contented themfelves with receiving from the con- 
quered Nations fuch free Gifts only, as they vo- 
luntarily offered, and with requiring a certain 
Number of Troops, when they had Occafion for 
them. But Darius was of Opinion, that it was 
impoffible for him to preferve all the Nations, un- 
der his Dominion, in Peace and Security, without 
keeping up certain Bodies of regular Forces ; as 
alfo to keep up thofe Forces without afligning 
them a certain Pay 5 or to be able punctually to 
give them that Pay, without laying certain Taxes 
and Impofitions upon the People. 

t In order therefore to put the Administration of 
his Finances into a proper Method, he divided 
the whole Empire into twenty Diftridts, or Go- 
vernments, each of which was annually to pay a 
certain Sum to the Satrapa, or Governor, ap- 
pointed for that Purpofe: The natural Subjects, 
that is, the Perfans, were exempt from all I mpo- 
fition. Herodotus gives a particular Enumeration 
of thefe Provinces, which may very much contri- 
bute to give a juft Idea of the Extent of the Per- 
fan Empire at that Time. 

In ylfa, it comprehended all that now belongs 
to the Persians, and Turks ; in Africa, it took in 
&S!yph and Part of Nubia, as alfo the Coafts of 
the Mediterranean, as far as the Kingdom of Barca ; 
and in Europe, Part of Thrace and Macedonia. But 
it muft be obferved, chat in this vaft Extent of 
Country, there were fevcral Nations, which were 
only Tributary, and not properly under the Per- 
jian Dominion ; as there arc, to this Day, in the 
Dominions of the Grand Signior. 

Hirtory obferves, that Darius, in laying thefe 
Impofitions, fhewed great Wifdom and Modern 
tion. He fent for the principal Inhabitants of every 
Province; fuch as were beft acquainted with the 
Condition and Ability of their Country, and aa 
were obliged in Intcrelt to give him a true anil 

impartial 
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j m partial Account. He then asked them, if fuch 
iiid fuch Sums, which be propofed to each of" them 
for their refpe&ive Provinces, were not too great 
or did not exceed what they were able to pay ; his 
Intention being, as he told them, not to op pre fs 
his Subjects, but only to require fuch Aids from 
them, :»s were proportion'd to their Incomes, and 
abfoiutely neceffary for the Defence of the State. 
They all anfwered, that the Sums he propofed 
were very reafonabJc, and fuch as would not be 
burdenfomc to the People. The King, however, 
was pleafed to abate one Half, chufing rather to 
keep abundantly within Bounds, than to risk a 
PoHibility of exceeding them. 

But notwithstanding the extraordinary Modera- 
tion of the King, as there is fomething odious in 
all ImpoikioriSy the Perfinns, who gave the Sur- 
name of Father to Cyrus, and of Matter to Gam* 
byfes, thought tit to characterize Darius with that 
of Merchant, or rather Broker. The feveral Sums 
levied by the Imposition of thefe Tributes or 
Taxes, as far as we can infer from the Calculation 
of Herodotus, which is attended with great Diffi- 
culties, amounted in the whole to about Ten Mil- 
lions Sterling. 

After the Death of the Magi an Impoftor, ic 
was agreed, that the feven Per/tan Noblemen, 
who had confpired againft him, fliould, befides 
feveral other Marks" of Diftinfltion, have the Li- 
berty of free Accefs, to the Prefence of the King 
at all Times, except when he was alone with the 
Queen. Intaphernes, one of thefe Noblemen* 
though there was this Exception in their Privilege, 
being refufed Admittance into the Apartment of 
the King, at a Time, when that Monarch, and his 
Queen were in private* in a violent Rage fell 
foul upon the Officers of the Palace, and abufed 
them outragioufly, by cutting their Faces with 
his Scymetar. Darius, and not without Reafon, 
highly refented fo heinous an Infult ; and* at firft, 
apprehended it might be a Confp/racy among the 
Noblemen. But when he was well allured of the 
contrary, he caufed lntapherncs 9% together with his 
Children, and all that were of his Family, to be 
taken up j and had them all condemned to be put 
to Death ; confounding, through a blind Excels 
of Severity, the Innocent with the Suilty. 

In thefe unhappy Circum fiances, the Lady of 
the Criminal, went every Day to the Gates ot the 
Palace, crying and weeping, in the maft lament- 
able Manner i and never ceafing to implore the 
Clemency of the King> with all the pathetick 
Eloquence of Sorrow and Diftrefj. Darius could 
not refill fo moving a Spectacle; but, befides her 
own, granted her the Pardon of any one Perfon 
of her F amily, whom fhe herfelf fhould name. 
This put the unhappy Lady, who, no doubt, was 
defirous of faving all, into a great Perplexity : At 
laft, after a long Deliberation, flic determined in 
Favour of her Brother. This Choice, wherein 
flic fee med not to have followed the Sentiments, 
which Nature mould dictate to a Mother and a 
Wife, furprized the King ; who defi ring her to be 
asked the Reafon of it, ihe made AnAvcr, That 
by a fecond Marriage, the Lofs an Husband and 

a &5 n mi 8 hc bc retrieved ; but that, her Father 
and Mother being dead, there was no PolTibility 
ot recovering a Brother: Upon which Darius, 
DHidea the Life of her Brother, granted her the 
umc Favour for the eldctt of her Children. 
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We have already related the perfidious Wile, 
whereby Oretes, one of the Per ft an Governors in 
jffia minor, compafs'd the Death of Vol) -crates, 
1 yrant of Samos : So black and dctcllablc a Crime 
did not go unpunifh'd. Darius found our, thac 
Oretes ftrangely abufed his Power; and made no 
Account of the Blood of thofe Perfons, who had 
the Misfortune to difpleafe him: This Sat/apa 
carried his Infolence u> far, as to put to Death, a 
Mctfenger fent him by the King, becaufe he did 
not like the Orders he had brought him. Ne- 
verthelefs Darius, who did not think himfeif well 
fettled in the Throne, would not venture to at- 
tack him openly ; for this Satrapa had no lefs than 
a thoufand Soldiers for his Guard, not to mention 
the Succours he was able to raife from his Govern- 
ment, which took in Phrygia y Lydia, and Ionia : 
The King, therefore, thought fit to proceed in a 
fecret Manner, to rid himfeif of fo dangerous a 
Servant ; and, with this CommilTion, he intruded 
one of his Officers, of approved Fidelity, and At- 
tachment to his Perfon. 

Hereupon, this Officer, under Pretence of ether 
Bufinefs, went to Sardis 5 where, with great Dex- 
terity, he fifted into the Difpofitions of the People. 
To pave the Way to his Defign, he firft gave the 
principal Officers of the Governor's Guard Let- 
ters from the King, which contained nothing buc 
general Orders. A little while after, he delivered 
them other Letters, in which their Orders were 
more exprefs and particular. And aflbon as he 
found himfeif perfectly fure of the Difpofition of 
the Troops, he then read them a third Letter, 
wherein the King, in plain Terms, commanded 
them to kill the Governor ; and this Order was 
executed without Delay. All his Effects were con- 
fifcated to the King 5 and all the Perfons belong- 
ing to his Family and Houfhold were removed to 
Sufa: Among the reft, there was a celebrated 
Phyficianof Crotona, whofe Name was Demcccdcs. 
The Story of this Pbyfician is very lingular, and 
his Removal to Sufa was productive of very ex- 
traordinary Confequenccs, and is as follows. 

Not long after the fore-mentioned Tran faction, 
Darius chanced to have a Fall from his Horfe in 
hunting, by which he got a violent Sprain in one 
of his Feet, and disjointed his Heel. The Egyp- 
tian were then reckon'd the molt skilful in Phy- 
lick; for which Reafon the King had feveral Phy- 
ficians of that Nation about him. Thefe under- 
took to cure the King, and exerted all their Skill 
on fo important an Occafion : But they were fo 
unhandy in the Operation, and in the handling; 
and managing the King's Foot, that they put him 
to incredible Pain 9 fo that he pa fled feven Days, 
and feven Nights without fleeping. 

Hereupon, Tome Perfon who had been at Sdrdis 3 



and had there heard Democcdcs cxtoll'd as a very 
able Phyfician, happen'd to mention him. He was 
fent for immediately, and brought to the King, 
in the Condition he was in, with his Irons on, and 
in a very poor Apparel ; for he was, at that l ime, 
actually a Prifoncr. The King ask'd him, whe* 
ther he had any Knowledge in Phyflck. At firft 
he anfwered in the Negative* fearing, that if he 
mould give any Proofs of his Skill, he fhould be 
detained in Perjta; and by that Means be forever 
debarred from returning to his own Country, for 
which he had a very pailionatc Fond ne Is ; and Da- 
rius, difpleafed with his Anlwcr, ordered him to 
be put to the Torture. 

DmoceJes 



i So 



The HI ST 0 RT of Ancient GREECE. 



Democedes then found it wai neceffary to ov/n 
the Truth; an J, therefore, ollci \l his Ser\ice to 
the King; and the Iirlt Thing he did was to ap- 
ply gentle Fomentations to the Parts affetted. 
This Remedy had a fpcedy Kilcct ; Daitus re- 
cover'd his Sleep; and, in a few Days, was per- 
fectly cur'd, both of the Sprain, and the Di (loca- 
tion ; and, to recompenfe the Phyfician, the King 
made him a Prefent of two Pair of golden Chains: 
Upon which, Democedes ask'd him, whether he 
meant to reward the happy Succefs of his En- 
deavours, by doubling his Misfortune. Darius 
was pleased with that Saying; and order'd his 
Eunuchs to conduct Democedes to his Wives, that 
they might fee the Perfon, to whom he was in- 
debted for his Recovery ; and they all made him 
very magnificent Prefects ; fo that, in one Day, 
he was iufficienrly inrich'd. 

Democedes was a Native of Crotona, a City of 
Great Greece ; or rather, Part of Italy, fo call'd, 
in the farther Calabria ; from whence he had 
been oblig'd to fly, on Account of the ill Treat- 
ment he received from his Father. He hxft went 
to Egina, where, by feveral fuccefsful Cures, he 
accjuir'd great Reputation : The Inhabitants of 
this Place fettled on him a yearly Penfion of a 
Talent. The Talent contain'd lixty Mina, and 
was worth about a hundred and fifty Pounds. Some 
Time after, he was invited to Athens ; where they 
augmented his Penfion fo two hundred and fifty 
Pounds. After this, he was receiv'd into the 
Family of Polycrates, Tyrant of Samos, who gave 
him a Penfion of two thoufand Crowns. It is 
very much for the Honour of Cities, or Princes, 
by handfome Penfions, and Salaries, to engage 
fuch Perfons in their Service, as are of publick 
Benefit to Mankind ; and even to induce Foreign- 
ers of Worth, and Merit, to come, and fettle 
amorg them. The Crotonians, from this Time, 
had the Reputation of having the ableft Phyfici- 
ans ; and next, after them, the People of Cyrene, 
in sJfrica. The jfrgians were, at the fame Time, 
reputed to excell in Mufick. 

After performing this Cure upon the King, 
Democedes was admitted to the Honour of eating 
at his Table ; and came to be in great Credit at 



Not long after, he had the good Fortune to 
perform another Cure, which contributed to raiie 
his Credit, and Reputation, Hill higher. ~dto]fa t 
one of the King's Wives, and Daughter of Cyrus] 
was attack 'd with a Cancer in her Bread. As 
long as the Pain of it was tolerable, (he bore ic 
with Patience, not being able to prevail on her- 
felf, through Modefty, to difcover her Diforder. 
But,, at laft, (he was conitrain'd to it, and fenc for 
Democedes? who promis'd to cure her, but, at 
the fame Time, requeued, that (he would be 
pleas'd to grant him a certain Favour he mould 
beg of her, intirely confiftent with her Honour. 
The Queen engag'd her Word, and was cur'd. 
The Favour promis'd the Phyfician, was, to pro- 
cure him a Journey into his own Country: And 
the Queen was not unmindful of her Promife. 
Such Events are highly worthy our Notice, which, 
though not very coniiderable in themfelyes, yet 
often give Occafion to the greateft Enterprises of 
Princes; and are even the fecret Springs, and 
diftant Caufes of them. 

As Jtojfa was converging, one Day, with Da- 
rius, fhe took Occafion to reprefent to him, that, 
being in^ the Flower of his Age; of a vigorous 
Couftitution, capable of enduring the Fatigues of 
War ; and having great, and numerous Armies 
at Command^ it would be for his Honour, to 
form fome great Enterprise, and let the Perfians 
fee, they had a Man of Courage for their King. 
You have div'd into my Defign, reply'd Darius ; 



Sufa. At his Intercefllon, the Egyptian Phyficians 
were pardon'd, who had all been condemn'd to 
be hang'd, for their having been lefs skilful thari 
the Grecian ; as if they were oblig'd to an- 
fwer for the Succefs of their Remedies ; or, that 
it was a Crime not to be able to cure a Monarch. 
A ftrange Abufe this, and, at the fame Time, but 
too common a Confequence of unlimited Power.' 
Which is feldom govern'd by Reafon, or Equity; 
and which, being accuftom'd to fee every one fub- 
mit to irs Authority, expetts, that its Commands, 
of what Nature foevcr, mould be infallibly per- 
torm'd. 

We have feen another Inftance of this Kind, 
in the Hiltory of Nebuchadnezzar, who pronoune'd 
a general Sentence of Death upon all his Magi, 
hecaufc they could not divine what it was he had 
dream d in the Night, when he himfelf had for- 



ftot ir. DimocccUi procur'd alfo the Enlargement 
of feveral of thofe Perfons, who had been impri- 
foii'd with him. He liv'd in the greateft A rHuence, 
and was in the higheft Efleem, and Favour, with 
rhe King : But, he wnu at a tfrcat Di fiance from 
lm own Country, upon which his Thoughts, and 
Defires were continually iix'd. 



for, I was thinking of going to attack the Scythi - 
ans. I had much rather, fays Atojfa, you would, 
firfir, turn your Views towards the Grecians. I 
have heard great Things faid in Praife of the 
W omen of Lacedamotiy of u4rgos 9 Athens^ and Co m 
rinth^ and lhould be very glad to have fome of 
them in my Service. Befides, you have a Perfon 
here, who might be very ufeful to you in fuch an 
Enterprise, and could give you a perfect Know- 
ledge of the Country : The Perfon, I mean, is 
Democedes, who hath cur'd both you and me. 
This was enough for the King, and the Affair 
was concluded on immediately. 

Fifteen Perfian Noblemen were appointed to 
accompany Democedes into Greece; and with him, 
to view, and examine, all the maritime Places 
thereof, as thoroughly as pofllble. The King 
farther charg'd thefe Perfons, above all Things, 
to keep a ftricl: Eye upon the Phyfician, that he 
did not flip from them ; and to bring him back 
with them to the Perfian Court. Darius, in giv- 
ing fuch an Order, plainly fliew'd, he did not 
undcrftand the proper Methods, for engaging 
Men of Wit, and Merit, to refide in his Domi- 
nions; and for attaching them to his Perfon. To 
pretend to do this by Authority, and Compulilon, 
js the fure Way of fupprefling all Knowledge, 
and Induftry; and of driving away the liberal 
Arts, and Sciences; which muft be free, and un- 
connVd, as the intellectual Faculty, from whence 
they fpring. For one Man of Genius, who will 
be kept in a Country by Force, Thoufands will 
be driven away ; who would, probably, have 
chofen to refide in it, if they could have enjoy'd 
their Liberty, and met with generous Uiage. 

When Darius had fornVd his Dcfign,of fend- 
ing thefe Lords into Gicece, he acquainted De- 
mocedes with it; laid open his Views to him, arid 
told him the Occafion he had for his Service, co 
conduct the Pet ft an Noblemen thither j particu- 
larly 
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Jarly to the maritime Towns, in order to obferve being a Perfon of great Equity, and Moderation, 
their Situation, and Strength; at the fame Time, when he had infpedtcd the Work, he did not 



earneftly defiring him, that, when that was done, 
he would return back with them to Per/fa. The 
King permitted him to carry all his Moveables 
with him ; and give them, if he pleas'd, to his 
Father, and Brothers; promifing, at his Return, 
to fupply him with as many of ^reaterValue ; and 
figniry'd to him farther, that he would order the 
Galley, in which he was to fail, to be laden with 
very rich Prefents, for him to beftow, as he 
thought fir, on the Reft of his Family. The In- 
tention of Darius appcar'd, by his Manner of 
fpeaking, to be undiiguis'd, and without Arti- 
hce : But, Democedes was afraid it might be a 
Snare, laid for him, in order to difcovcr v/hether 
he purpos'd to return back to Per/ia, or not : 
And therefore, to remove all Sufpicion, he left 
his own Goods behind him at Sufa ; and only took 
with him the Prefents defign'd for his Family. 

The firft Place they went to was Sidon, in 
Phoenicia, where they equipp'd two large Velfels, 
for themfelves, and put all they had on board 
another V"efTel of Burthen: Thence they proceed- 
ed to Greece* and carefully examin'd the chief Ci- 
ties; which done, they went to Tarentum, in Italy : 
Here the Perjian Noblemen were ferzed as Spies -,and 
Democedesj taking Advantage of their Detainer, 
made his Efcape from them, and fled to Crotona* 
When the Perjian Lords had recover'd their Li- 
berty, they purfu'd him thither, but could not 
prevail on the Crotonians to deliver up their Fel- 
low-Citizen. Befides which, they feiz'd the 
loaded VelTel : And the Perjians> having loft their 
Guide, laid afide the Thoughts of going over 
the other Parts of Greece, and fet out for their 
own Country. 

At their Departure, Democedes let them know, 
that he was going to marry the Daughter of Mi- 
lo, a famous Wreftler of Crotonw, whole Name was 
very well known to the King, and of whom we 
(hall have Occafion to fpeak hereafter. This 
Voyage of the Perjian Noblemen into Greece, was 
attended with no immediate Confequcnce; be- 
caufe, on their Return home, they found the King 
cngag'd in other Affairs ; but it produe'd extra- 
ordinary Events afterwards. 

In the third Year of this King's Reign, which 
was but the fecond, according to the Jewijh Com- 
putation; new Troubles, and Difturbances, were 
rais'd againft the Jews y by the Inftigation of the 
Samaritans. In the preceding Reigns, the latter 
had procured a Prohibition, againft the Jews 
from proceeding any farther, in building the 
Temple of Jcntfalcm. But, upon the lively Ex- 
hortation of the Prophets, and the exprefs Order 
°f God, the Ifraeiitcs had lately rcfum'd the 
Work, which had been interrupted for feveral 
* cars j and carry'd it on with great Vigour. 

Hereupon, the Samaritans had Rccourle to their 
ancient Practices, to ftop their Proceedings; they 
ajpply'd to Thatanai, whom Darius had made 
Governor of the Provinces of Syria, and Pale/tine, 
?nd complain'd to him of the audacious Proceed- 
ings of the Jews\ who, of their own Authority, 
and in Defiance of the Prohibitions to the con- 
trary, prefum'd to rebuild theirTcmple; adding, 
itrnuft, necelFarily, be prejudicial to the King's 
ntereiis. Upon this Reprefentacion, the Gover- 
nor c hought fit to go himfelf to Jerufalem. And, 



think proper to proceed violently, and to put a 
Scop to it, without any farther Deliberation ; but 
enquir'd of the Jewijh Elders, what Licence they 
had, for entering upon a Work of that Nature? 
The "Jews, hereupon, producing the Edict of Cy- 
rus, made in that Behalf-, he would not, of him- 
felf, ordain any Thing in Contradiction thereto, 
but fent an Account of the whole Matter to the 
King, and denVd to know his Plea fu re. 

However, he gave Darius a true Reprefenta- 
tion of the Affairs, acquainting him with the Edi£t 
of Cyrus, which the Jews alledg'd, in their Jufti- 
fication; and defiring him to order the Regifters 
to be confulted ; that ic might be feen, whether 
Cyrus had really publiuVd fiich an Edift in their 
Favour; and thereupon to fend him what fnftruc- 
tiops he thought fit. Upon which, Darius hav- 
ing commanded the Regifters to be examin'd, the 
Edict was found at Ecbatana, in Media, the Place, 
where Cyrus was, at the Time of its being grant- 
ed i and Darius> having a great Rcfpeft for the 
Memory of that Prince, confirm 'd his Edi£tj and 
caus'd another to be drawn up, wherein the for- 
mer was referr'd to, and ratily'd. 

This Regard to the Memory of Cyrus, had 
there been nothing elfe to influence the King, 
would have been very laudable : But the Si<;p- 
ture informs us, that it was God Himfelf, who 
influenced the Mind, and Heart of the King; and 
infpir'd him with a favourable Difpofition towards 
the Jews. The Truth of this appears pretty plain, 
from the Edict itfelf : Firft, it ordains, that all 
Vi&ims.Oblations, and otherExpences of theTem- 
ple.fliould be abundantly furniuVd thzjeius, as the 
Priefts fhould require : Then it enjoins the Priefts 
of Jerufahm, when they offer'd their Sacrifices 
to the God of Heaven, to pray for the Preferva- 
tion of the Life of the King, and the Princes his 
Children : And laftly, it goes fo far, as to de- 
nounce Imprecations againft ail Princes, and 
People, who fhould hinder the carrying on the 
building of the Temple ; or, that fhould attempt 
to deftroy it: By all which, Darius evidently 
acknowledg'd, that the God of Ifrael was able to 
overturn the Kingdoms of the World, and to de- 
throne the moft mighty, and powerful Princes. 

By Virtue of this Edict, the Jews were not 
only authorize to proceed in the building of their 
Temple; but all the Expences thereof were alfo 
to be furniuVd to them, out of the Taxes, and 
Impofitions of the Province. What muft have 
become of the Jews, when the Crimes of Uifobe- 
dience, and Rebellion, were laid to their Charge; 
if, at Juch a Juncture, their Superiors had only 
hearken'd to their Enemies, and not given them 
Leave to juftify themfelves f 

The fame Prince, fome Time after, gave ftill 
a more fignal Proof of his Love for JulTicc ; and 
his Abhorrence of Accufers, and Informers; a 
detefhible Race of Men, who are, by their very 
Nature, and Condition, Enemies to all Merit, and 
Virtue. It is pretty obvious, that we mean in 
that famous Edict, publiih'd by this Prince againft 
Hamath in Favour of the Jews, at the Requeft 
of Ejlhcr, whom the King had taken to his Bed, 
in the Room of Vajlhiy one of his Wives. Ac- 
cording to Archbifhop Ujher, this Vajlhi is, we be- 
lieve, the fame Perfon, as is call'd by prophane 
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Wricers dtojfj? and the Ahafucrus of the Holy 
Scriptures the fame, as Darius : But, according 
to Dr. Prideaux, it is sJrtaxcrxcs. 

Such Juftice does great Honour to the Memory 
of a Prince : As docs alfo Gratitude, of which, 
Darius, on a certain Occalion, gave a very lau- 
dable Inttance. Sylofon, Brother to Poljcratcs, 
Tyrant of Samos, had once made ins a Pre- 
fent of a Suit of Cloaths, of a curious red Co- 
lour, which extrcamly plcas'd his Fancy, and 
would never fuffer him to make any Return for 
it. Darius, at that Time, was but a private Gen- 
tleman ; an Officer in the Guards of Cambyfes ; whom 
he accompany *d to Memphis, in his Egyptian Ex- 
pedition. But, when he was advanced to the 
Throne of Pcrjh, Sylofon went to S/tfa, prefented 
himfelf at the Gate of his Palace, and fent up 
Word to the King, that there was a Grecian be- 
low, to whom his Majefty was under fome Obli- 
gation. 

Darius, furpriz'd at fuch a Meflage, and cu- 
rious to know the Truth of it, order'd him to 
be brought in ; and when he faw him, remem- 
ber'd him, and acknowledged him to have been 
his Benefactor : He was fo far from being afham'd 
of an Adventure, which fome would have thought 
not much for their Honour, that he ingenuouily 
applauded the Gentleman's Generality ; which pro- 
ceeded from no other Motive, than that of doing 
a Pleafure to a Perfon, from whom he could have 
no Expectations ; and then propos'd to make him 
a confiderable Prefent of Gold and Silver. 

But Money was not what Sylofon defir'd : The 
Love of his Country was his predominant Paflion. 
The Favour he requir'd of the King was, that 
he would fettle him at Samos, without fhedding 
the Blood of the Citizens ; by driving out the Per- 
fon, who had ufurp'd the Government, fince the 
Death of his Brother. Darius confented; and 
committed the Conduct of the Expedition to 0- 
tanes, one of the principal Lords of his Court 5 
who undertook it with Joy, and perform'd it with 

Succefs. 

About the Beginning of the fifth Year of Da- 
rius, he met with fome little Difquiet, by the 
Revolt of Babylon ; which could not be redue'd, 
till after a Siege of twenty Months. This City, 
which before was Miftrcfs of the Eqft, grew impa- 
tient of the Perfian Yoke, efpccialty after the Re- 
moval of the imperial Seat to Suja, which very 
much diminifh'd the Wealth, and Grandeur of 
Babylon. The Babylonians, therefore, taking Ad- 
vantage of the Revolution that happen'd in Per- 
fta, /irft, on the Death of Cambyfes, and after- 
wards, on the MafTacrc of the Ma^i, made fecrct- 
ly, for four Years together, all Kinds of Prepara- 
tions for War ; and when they thought the City 
fufliciently ftor'd with Provisions for many Years, 
they fet up the Standard of Rebellion ; which 
obhg'tl Darius to beficge them with all his 
Forces. 

Now God continu'd to accomplifh thofe terrible 
Threatnings he had denoune'd againft Babylon: 
That he would, not only humble, and bring 
down, that proud, and impious City ; but depo- 
pulate, and lay in waftc, with Fire, and Sword; 
utterly exterminate it, and reduce it to an eter- 
nal Solitude, in order to fulfil thefe Predictions, 
He permitted the Babylonians to rebel againft 
Darius-, and, by that Means, to draw upon 
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thcmfelves the whole Force of the Pcrf\;n £ m , 
pi re ; And they themfclves were the firft, i„ 
putting thefe Prophecies in Execution, by qV 
itroying a great Number of their own People, :is 
will be fcen prefently. It is probable, that the 
Jews, of whom a confiderable Number remain'd 
at Babylon, went out of the City, before the Siege 
was form'd ; as the Prophets Jjaiah, and Jeremi- 
ah, had exhorted them long before ; and Zee ha- 
riah, but a little before, in the following Terms: 
Thou, Sion, who dwcllcjl ivith the Daughter of Bu- 
by Ion, flee Jiom the Country, a?id jave thyfcl/l 

in ErFe£t, the Babylonians, to make their Pro- 
vifions laft the longer, and to enable them to hold 
out with the greater Vigour, took the molt de- 
fperate, and barbarous RefoJution, that ever was 
heard of ; which was, to deftroy all fuch of their 
own People, as were unferviceable on this Occa- 
fion. For this Purpofe, they aiTembled together 
all theirWives, and Children, and ftrangled them: 
Only every Man was allow'd to keep his beft be- 
loved Wife, and one Servant- Maid. 

After this cruel Execution, the unhappy Re- 
mainder of the Inhabitants, thinking tjiemfelves 
out of all Danger, both on Account of their For- 
tifications, which they look'd upon as impreg- 
nable, and the vaft Quantity of Pro virions they 
had laid up in Store, began to infult the Befiegers 
from the Tops of their Walls; and to provoke 
them with opprobrious Language. In Effect, the 
Pcrjians, for the Space of eighteen Months, did 
all that Force, or Stratagem, were capable of, in 
order to make themfelves Matters of the City ; 
nor did they forget to make Ufe of the fame 
Means, as had fo happily fucceeded with Cyrus 
fome* Years before ; we mean, that of turning the 
Courfe of the River. But, all their Efforts were 
fruitlefs ; and Darius began, almoflr, to defpair of 
taking the Place; when a Stratagem, till then 
unheard of, open'd the Gates of that City to him; 
which, otherwife, muft have been impregnable, 
in Spite of all the Attacks thej could then have 
made; fince no Engines, then in Ufe, could have 
fore'd an Entrance. 

He was ftrangely furpriz'd, one Morning, to 
fee Zopyrus, one of the chief Noblemen of his 
Court, and Son of Megabyfes, who was one of the 
{even Lords, that made the Aflbciation again It 
the Magi, appear before him all over Blood; with 
his Nofe, and Ears cut off, and his whole Body 
wounded in a terrible Manner. Starting up from 
his Throne, he cry'd out : W r ho is it, Zopyrus, 
that has dar'd to treat you thus ? You rl elf, 0 
King, reply 'd Zopyrus. The Dcfire I had of ren- 
dering you Service, has put me into this Condi- 
tion. As I was fully pcrfuaded, that you never 
would have confented to this Method, I have 
confulted none but the Zeal I had for your Ser- 
vice. He then open'd to him his Dcfign of going 
over to the Enemy ; and they fettled every i hing 
together, that was proper to be done. The Kin£» 
however, could not fee him fct out upon this 
extraordinary Project, without the utmolt Afflic- 
tion, and Concern. 

All Things being agreed on, Zopyrus approach- 
ed the Walls of the City; and, having told them 
who he was, he was loon admitted ; and they 
carry'd him before the Governor, to whom he 
laid open his Misfortune, and the cruel Treat- 
ment he had met with from Darius, tor having 

dii- 
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difluaded him from continuing any longer before 
a City, which it was impoflible for him to take. 
He then offer'd the Babylonians his Service, which 
could not fail of being highly ufeful to them, 
fince he was acquainted with all the Defigns of 
the Per/fans ; and fincc the Defire of Revenge 

. would infpire him with frefh Courage, and Re- 
solution. His Name, and perfon, were both well 
known at Babylon : And the Condition in which 
he appear'd, his Blood, and his Wounds teftify'd 
for him ; ai d, by Proofs not to be fufpedted, 
confirm'd the Truth of all he advane'd : Where- 
fore, they entirely bcliev'd whatever he told them, 
and alfo gave him, the Command of as many 
Troops, as he defir'd. 

In the firft Sally he made* he cut off a thou- 
sand of the Befiegers: A few Days after, he fcill'd 

them double the Number ; and, on the third 

Time, four thoufand of their Men lay dead upon 

the Spot : All this had been before agreed upon 

between him and Darius. Accordingly, nothing 

was now talk'd of in Babylon, but Zopyrus : The 

whole City ftrove who fhould extol him moft; 

they had not Words fufficienc to exprefs their 

high Value for him, and how happy they efteem'd 

themfelves, in having gain'd fo great a Man. He 

was now declared Generaliffimo of their Forces, 

and intrufted with the Care of guarding the Walls 
of the City ; upon which, Darius approaching, 
with his Army, towards the Gates, and, at the 
Time agreed on between them, Zopyrus open'd 
them to him, and made him, by that Means, 
Mafter of the City 5 which he never could have 
been able to take, either by Force, Famine, or 
any other Means whatever then known. 

As powerful as this Prince was, he found him- 
felf incapable of making a fufficient Recompence 
for fo great a Service ; and he us'd often to fay, 

that he would, with Pleafure, facrifice a hundred 
Baby Ions, if he had them, to reftore Zopyrus to 

the Condition he was in, before he inflicted that 
cruel Treatment upon himfelf. He fettled upon 
him, during Life, the whole Revenue of this 
opulent City, which he alone had procur'd him 
the Polfeflion of, and heap'd all the Honours upon 
him, that a King could poflibly confer upon a 
Subject. Megabytes, who, afterwards, commanded 
the Perjian Army in Egypt, againlb the Athenians, 
was Son to this Zopyrus ; and that Zopyrus, who 
went over to the Athenians, in the Quality of a 
Deferter, was his Grandfon. 

No fooncr was Darius in Poflcflion of Babylon, 
but he ordcr'd the hundred Gates to be pull'd 
down; and all the Walls of that jjroud City to 
be entirely demolifiVd; that flic might never be 
in a Condition any more to rebel againft him. If 
he had plcas'd to make Ufe of all the Rights of a 
Conqueror, he might, upon this Occafion, have gether. 
exterminated all the Inhabitants. But he contented Strabo has quoted Authors, who mention Scy- 
himfelf with caufing three thoufand of thofe, who thians, dwelling upon the Coaft of the Euxtnc 
: Vcrc Principally concern'd in the Revolt, to be Sea, that cut the Throats of all Strangers, who 

came amongft them, fed upon their Flefli, and 
made Pots, and Drinking- Veflels of their Sculls, 

Herodotus, in de- 



fer the Cruelty (he had exercis'd towards the Jews, 
in falling upon a free People, without any Rca- 
fon, or Provocation; in deltroying their Govern- 
ment, Laws, and Worfhip ; in forcing them from 
their Country, and tranfporting them to a it range 
Land; where they laid a moft grievous Yoke 
upon them, and made Ufe of all their Power to 
crufh, and afRict an unhappy Nation; favour'd, 
however, by Cod, and having the Honour to be 
ftiPd, the peculiar People of the Almighty. 

This troublefome Affair being thus over, Da- 
rius made great Preparations for theWar againlt 
the Scythians, who inhabited that large Tract ot 
Land, which lyes between the Danube, and the 
Tanais. His Pretence for undertaking this War, 
was to be revenged of that Nation, for the Inva- 
sion, which their Anceftors had formerly made of 
AJia : A very frivolous, and forry Pretext ; and 
a very ridiculous Thing, to revive an old Quar- 
rel, after an Interval of a hundred and twenty 
Years. 

Whilft the Scythians were employ 'd in that Ir- 
ruption, which lafted twenty- eight Years, the Scy- 
thians Wives marry 'd their Slaves. When the 
Husbands were on their Return home, thefe Slaves 
went out to meet them with a numerous Army, 
and difputed their Entrance irjto their Country. 
After fome Battles fought with pretty equal Lofs 
on both Sides, the Matters considering, that it was 
doing too much Honour to their Slaves, to put 
them upon the Foot of Soldiers, march'd againlt 
them, in the next Encounter, with Whips in their 
Hands, to make them remember their proper 
Condition : This Stratagem had the intended Ef- 
fete : For, not being able to bear the Sight of 
their Mafters thus arm'd, they all ran away. 

Formerly there were Scythians both in Europe, 
and AJia, moft of them inhabiting thofe Parts, 
that lye towards the North : But we defign now 
to treat chiefly of the firft - 9 namely, of the Eu- 
ropean Scythians. 

Hiftorians, in the Accounts they have left us. 
of the Manners, and Character of thefe Scythians 
relate Things of them, that are entirely oppofite, 
and contradictory to one another. One While, 
they reprefent them, as the jufteft, and molt mo- 
derate People in the World : AnotherWhile, they 
defcribe them, as a fierce, and barbarous Nation, 
who carry'd their Cruelty to fuch horrible Ex- 
ceffes, as are {hocking to human Nature. This 
Contrariety is a manifeft Proof, that thofe diffe- 
rent Characters are to be apply'd to different Na- 
tions of Scythians, all compnz'd in that vaft, and 
extcnfiveTraft of Country; and that, though they 
were all comprehended under one, and the fame, 
general Denomination of Scythians, we ought 
not to confound them, or their Characters, to- 



*jnpaW; and granted a Pardon to all the Reft. 
And, in order to prevent the Depopulation of the 
J-'ty* he caus'd fifty thoufand Women to be 
brought from the feveral Provinces of his Em- 
,re » to Supply the Place of thofe, which the In- 
habitants had lb cruelly deftrov'd at the Beginning 
o* the Siege. b 

Such was the Fate of Babylon ; and thus did 
0l * execute hia Vengeance on that impious City, 



when they had dry'd them, 
fori hi ng the Sacrifices, which the Scythians offer'd 
to the God Mars* fays, they us'd to offer human 
Sacrifices. Their Manner of making Treaties alfo, 
according to this Author, was very ftrange, and 
particular. They, firlr, pourM Wine into a large 
Earthen VefTel, and then the Contracting Parties, 

cutting 
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cutting their Arms with a Knife, let feme of their 
Blood run into the Wine, and {rain'd, likewife, 
their Armour therewith ; after which, they them- 
f el ves, and all that were prefent, drank of that 
Liquor, making the Itrongcll Imprecations again it 
thePerfon that lhould violate the Treaty. 

But what the fame Hiitorian relates, concerning 
the Ceremonies obferv'd at the Funeral of their 

Kings, is ftill more extraordinary. W e ihaJl only 
mention fuch ot thole Ceremonies, as may ferve 
to give us ; an Idea ol the cruel Barbarity of this 

People. 

When their King cly'd, thev embalm VI his 
Body, and wrapp'd it up in Wax \ alter this, they 
put it into an open Chariot, and carry "d it from 
City to City, expoilng it to the View of all the 
People under his Dominion. This done, they laid 
the Body in the Place, appointed for its Burial ; 
and there they made a large Grave, in which 
they interred the King ; and with him, one of his 



amongtf them, through the natural Temper, : Jru J 
-pifpoiicion of the People, without any Compul- 
sion ot* the Laws, with which they were wholly 
unacquainted. No Crime was more feverely p u . 
niuVd among them, than Theft, and Robbery- 
and that with good Reafon. For, their Herds | 
and their Flocks, in which all their Riches eon' 
lifted, lying always open, how could they pot 
iibly fub/iit, if Theft had not been molt rig () . 
rouily punilh'd? They coveted neither Silver, nor 



hey wtcrr'd tne ivir.g 
Wives, his chief Cup- Bearer, his great Chamber- 
lain, his Matter of the Horfe, his Chancellor, his 
Secretary of State ; ail which Perfons were put to 
Death for that Pur pole. To thefe, thev added 
feveral Horfe s, a great Number of Drinking- Vef- 
fels, and a certain Part of every Kind of Houfe- 
hold- Goods, and Furniture, belonging to their 
deceafed Monarch : After which, they filled up 
the Grave, and co\erM it with Earth. 

This v>as r.Qt a'l : When the Anniversary of 
his Interrment came, they cut the Throats of fifty 
more of the dead King's Officers, and of the fame 
Number of Horles ; ar.d plac'd the Officers on 
Horle-back round the King's Tomb, having firft 
prepar'd, and embalm'd their Bodies for the Pur- 
pofe j this they did, probably, to ferve him as 
Guards. Thefe Ceremonies, po'ffibly, took their 
Rife from a Notion they might have, of their 
King's being frill alive : And, upon this Supposi- 
tion, they judg'd it neceflarv, that he fhould have 
.his Court, and ordinary Officers irill about him. 
Whether Employments, which terminated in this 
Manner, were much fought after, we lliall not 
pretend to determine. 

it is now Time to pafs to the Confederation of 
their other Manners, and Cuftoms, that had more 
Humanity in them though, poilibly, in another 
£>enfe, they may appear to be equally wild, and 
fcvage. The Account we are going to give of 
them, is ch icily taken from JuJUn. According 
to this Author, the Scythians liv'd in great Iruio- , 
tente, and Simplicity : They were ignorant, in- 
deed, of all Arts, and Sciences; but then, they 
were equally unacquainted with Vice. They did 
jjot make any Divifion of their Lands amongft 
themfelves, lays jfujlin : It would have been in 
vain for them fo to have done ; fi nee they did 
r.ot apply themfelves to Agriculture. However, 
Horace t in one of his Odes, tells us, that fome 
of them did cultivate a certain Portion of Land, 
allotted to fhem for one Year only; at the Expi- 
ration of which, they were relieved by Others, 
who fueceeded them, .on the fame Conditions. 

They had no Houfcs, nor fettled Habitation; 
but uandcr'd continually, with their Cattle, and 
their Flocks, from Country to Country. Their 
Wives, and Children, they enrry'd along with 
tlicin in Waggons, eover'd with the Skins of 
JjealH ; which were all the Houfes they had to 

<hvell in. J u ft ice was obfcrvM, and maintained 



tiold, like the Rett of Mankind ; and made 
Milk, and Honey, their principal Diet. Thcy 
were Strangers to the Ufe of Linnen, or Woollen 
Manufactures; and to defend themfelves from 
the violent, and continual cold Weather of their 
Climate, they made Ufe of nothing but the Skins 
of Beafb. 

We have obferv'd before, that thefe Manners 
of the Scythians would appear, to fome People, 
very wild, and favage. And indeed, what can 
be laid for a Nation, that has Lands, and yet 
does not cultivate them j that has Herds of Cat- 
tle, of which they content themfelves to eat the 
Milk, and neglect the Flefli ? The Wool of their 
Sheep might furnifh them with warm, and com- 
fortable Cioaths; and yet they ufe no other Rai- 
ment, than the Skins of Animals. But, that 
which is the greateft Demonftration of their Ig- 
norance, and Savagenefs, accord! r g to the gene- 
ral Opinion of Mankind, is their utter Neglect 
or Gold, and Silver, which have always been in 
fuch great Requeft: in all civiliz'd Nations. 

But, oh \ how happy was this Ignorance \ How 
vaftly preferable this favage Wildnefs to our pre- 
tended Polttencfs \ This Contempt of all the Con- 
veniences of Life, fays Jujlin, was attended with 
fuch an Honefty, and Uprightnefs of Manners, as 
hinder'd them from ever coveting their Neigh- 
bour's Goods. For, the Defire of Riches can only- 
take Place, where Riches can be made Ufe or. 
And, would to God, fays the fame Author, we 
could fee the fame Moderation prevail among the 
Reft of Mankind, and the .ike Indifference for 
the Goods of other People ? If that were the 
Cafe, the World would not have fcen, fo many 
Wars perpetually fuccceding one another in all 
Ages, and in all Countries : Nor would the Num- 
ber of thofc, who arc cut off by the Sword, ex- 
ceed that of thofe, who fall by the irreverfiblc 
Decree, and Law, of Nature. 

Jujlin fi nifties his Character of the Scythians, 
with a very judicious Reflection. It is furprizing, 
fays he, that an happy, natural Difpofition, with- 
out the Alliftance of Education, fliould carry the 
Scythians to fuch a Degree of Wifdomv and Mo- 
deration, as the Grecians could not attain to, with 
the Inftitutions of their Legiflators, and the Rules, 
and Precepts of all their Fhilofophcrs ; and that 
the Manners of a barbarous Nation fliould be pre- 
ferable to the Manners of a People, fo civiliz'd, 
and polifh'd with Arts, and Sciences. So much 
more effectual, and advantageous, was the Igno- 
rance of Vice in the one, than the Knowledge of 
Virtue in the other ! 

The Scythian Fathers thought, with good Rea- 
fon, that they left their Children a valuable In- 
heritance, when they left them in Peace, and U- 
nion wilh one another. One of their Kings, whole 
Name was Scy/t/rus, finding hi ml elf draw near his 
Knd, fent for all his Children, and giving to cadi 
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them, one after another, a Bundle of Arrows ty'd 
fait together, defir'd them to break them. Each 
ua*d his Endeavours, but was not able to do it. 
Then untying the Bundle, and giving them the 
Arrows, one by one, they were broken very ea- 
fily. Let this Image, fays the Father, be a Lef- 
fon to you of the mighty Advantage, that refults 
from Union, and Concord. In order to ftrengthen, 
and enlarge thefe domeltick Advantages, the Scy- 
thians us'd to admit their Friends into the fame 
Terms of Union with them, as their Relations. 
Friendfliip was confider'd, by them, as a facred, 
and inviolable Alliance, which differ'd but little 
from the Alliance, Nature has put between Bre- 
thren ; and which they could not infringe, with- 
out being guilty of a heinous Crime- 
Ancient Authors feem to have vy'd with each 
other, who mould molt extol the Innocence of 
Manners, that prevai'd among the Scythians, by 
magnificent Encomiums upon them. That which 
Horace makes, we {hall tranferibe at large. That 
poet, however, does not confine it entirely to the 
Scythians, but joins the (J eta with them 5 who 
were then vejcy Near-Neighbours. 

It is in Book III. Oue 24, that beautiful Ode, 
where he inveighs agaii.ft the Luxury, and Ir- 
regularities of the Age he hv'd After he has 
tola' us, that Peace, and Tranquility of Mind, is 
not to be procured, either by immenfe Riches, or 
fumptuous Buildings, he adds : <c An hundred 
l imes happier are the Scythians, who roam 
about in their itinerant Houfes upon Waggons; 
and happier even are the frozen Geta. With. 
them, the Earth, without being parcell'd out 
into private Grounds, produceth her Fruits, 
which are gather'd in common. There each 
Man's Tillage is but of one Year's Continuance; 
and when a Man has finiih'd his Year, he is re- 
liev'd by a Succeflbr, who takes his Place, and 
* f manures the Ground on the fame Conditions. 
There the Step-Mothers do not attempt the 
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Lives of their Husbands Children by a former 
** Wife. The Wives do not pretend to domineer 
*• over their Husbands, on Account of their For- 
** tunes ; nor are they to be corrupted by the 
" infinuating Language of adulterous Seducers. 
" The grcateft Portion a young Woman has there, 
" is her Father and Mother's Virtues; her invio- 
lable Attachment to her Husband, and her per- 
fect Dif regard to all other Men. They dare 

?ot be unfaithful, becaufe the Punifliment of 
FnJaitbfulnefs there is no lefs than Death." 
When we confider the Manners, and Character 
of the Scythians, without Prejudice, can we pof- 
fibly forbear looking upon them with Eftcem, and 
Admiration? Does not their Manner of living, 
as to the exterior Part of it, at lealt, bear a great 
Hefemblance to that of the Patriarchs, who had 
no fix'd Habitation > who did not till the Ground; 
\vho had no other Occupation, than that of feed- 
ing their Flocks, and Herds ; and who dwelt in 
Tents? Can we believe this People were much to 

5 C ^' *° r noc underftanding, or rather, for 
*y»fing the Ufe of Gold, and Silver? 

Is it not to be wifh'd, that thofe Metals had 

A i CV t er lain bu 7' d in the Bowels of the Earth? 
And that they had never been dug from thence to 

becorne thcCaufes, and fnftnimciits of all Vices, 

and Iniquity ? What Advantage could Gold, or 

^ivcr, be of to the Scythians, who valued nothing 



but what the Neceffitics of Man have really an 
Occafion for; and who took Care to fet narrow- 
Bounds to thofe Neceflities ? It is no Wonder, that, 
living as they did, without Houfes, they fhould 
make no Account of thofe Arts, that were fo 
highly valued in other Places; as Architect ure, 
Sculpture, and Painting: Or, that they fhould 
defpife fine Cloaths, and coftly Furniture, fince 
they found the Skins of Beafts fufficient to defend 
them againft the Inclemency of the Seafons. 

After all, can we truly fay, that thefe pretended 
Advantages contribute to the real Happinels of 
Life ? Were thofe Nations, that had them in the 
greateft Plenty, more healthful, or robuft, than 
the Scythians? Did they live to a greater Age, 
than they? Or, did they fpend their Lives in 
greater Freedom, and Tranquility ; or, a greater 
Lxemption from Cares, and roubles? Let us ac- 
knowledge it, to the Shame of ancient Philofo- 
phy; the Scythians, who did not particularly ap- 
ply themfelves to the Study of Wifdom, yet car- 
ry'd it to a greater Pitch in their Practice, than 
either the Egyptians, Grecians, or any other civi- 
liz'd Nation. They did not give the Name of 
Goods, or Riches, to any Thing, but what truly 
deferv'd that Appellation ; as Health, strength, 
Courage, the Love of Labour, and Liberty; In- 
nocence of Life, Sincerity, an Abhorrence of all 
Lying, and Diflimulation : And, in a Word, all 
fuch Qualities, as render a Man more virtuous, 
and more valuable. If, to thefe happy Inclinati- 
ons, we add the Knowledge, and Love of God, 
and of our Redeemer* they would have been a 
perfect People. 

When we compare the Manners of 'the Scythi- 
ans, with thofe ofthe present Age, we are temprcd 
to believe, that the Pencils, which drew fo beau- 
tiful a Picture, were not free from Partiality, and 
Flattery ; and that, both Jufiin, and Horace, have 
adorn'd them with Virtues, that did not belong 
to them. But, all Antiquity agrees, in giving the 
lame Teftimony of them ; and Homer, in parti- 
cular, whofe Opinion ought to be of great Weight, 
calls them the moft juft, and upright of Men. 

But, ^ at Length (who could believe it) Luxury, 
that might be thought only Co thrive in an agree- 
able, and delightful Soil, penetrated into this 
rough, and uncultivated Region ; and breaking 
down the Fences, which the conftant Practice of 
feveralAgcs, founded on the Nature of the Cli- 
mate, and the Genius of the People, had fet 
againft it, did, at laft, effectually corrupt the 
manners of the Scythians, and bring them, in 
that Rcfpecl, upon a Level with the other Nati- 
ons, where it had been long predominant. It ig 
Strahoy who acquaints us with this Particular? 
.which is very worthy of our Notice ; he liv'd in 
the Time of sluguftus, and Tiberius. 

Alter he has greatly commended the Simplici- 
ty, Frugality, and Innocence, of the ancient Scy- 
thians, and their extreme Averlion to all Diilimu- 
lation, and Deceit} he owns, that their Inter- 
courfe, in later Times, with other Nations, had 
extirpated thofe Virtues, and planted the contrary 
Vices in their Stead. One would think, fays he. 
that the natural Effect of fuch an Intcrcourfe with 
civilivAl, and polite Nations, Ihould have confiircd 
only in rendering them more humaniz'd, and 
courteous; by foltening that Air of Snvagenefs, 
and Ferocity; which they had before : But, inftead 
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of that, it introduce! a total Dillblution of Man- 
ners amonglt them j and quire trans for m'd them 
into Ji fie rent Creatures. It is, undoubtedly, with 
Reference to this Change, that Jthanvus fays, 
the $c\tkiavs devoted chemfelvcs to Yoluptuouf- 
nefs, and Luxury; at the fame Time, that they 
fufferM Sclr-Inrerelledncfs, and Avarice to prevail 
amongit them. 

Strubo, in making the Remark we hate been 
mentioning, does not deny, but that ic was to the 
Romans, and Grecians, this fatal Change of Man- 
ners was owing. €< Our Example (fays he) has 
perverted, almoft all the Nations of the World : 
By carrying the Refinements of Luxury, and 
Pleafure amongft them, we have taught them 
Infinceriry, and Fraud j and a thouland Kinds 
of fliamcVuJ, and infamous Tricks, to get Mo- 
ney. " Jr. is a miferable Talent, and a very- 
unhappy Diitinc7tion for a Nation, by their In- 
genuity, in inventing Modes, and rerining upon 
Thing, that tends to nourilh, and promote Lux- 
ury, to become the Corrupters of all cheir Neigh- 
bours ; and the Authors, as ic were, of theirVices, 
and Debauchery. 

It was againft thefe Sc\ tb: ans, but at a Time, 
when they were yet uncorrupted, and in cheir 
utmoft Vigour, thaiDarius undertook that unfuc- 
cefsful Expedition j whereof we fliall now give an 
Account. 

We have already obferv'd, chat the Pretence, 
us'd by Darius, for undertaking this War againft 
the Serbians, was, the Irruption, formerly made 
by this People into sf/ra : But, in Reality, he 
had no other End therein, than to fatisfy his own 
Ambition, and enlarge his Gonquefts. Whereupon, 
his Brother drtabanes> for whom he had a great 
Regard ; and who, on the other Hand, had no 
lefs Zeal for the true Interefts of the King, his 
Brother; thought it his Duty, on this Occafion, 
to fpeak his Sentiments, with all that Freedom, 
that an Affair of fuch Importance required. 

c< Great Prince, fays he, they, who form any 
great Enterprize, ought carefully to confider, 
whether ic will be beneficiaL or prejudicial to 
the State ; whether the Execution of it will be 
cafy, or difficult ; whether ic be likely to in- 
creafe, or climinifli their Glory j and laftly, 
whether the Thing defigned be confiftent with, 
or contrary to, the Rules of Juftice. For my 
own Part, I cannot perceive, Sir, even though 
your were fure of Succefs, what Advantage 
you can propofc to your felf in undertaking a 
War againft the Scythians. Confider the vaffc 
Diftance there is between them and you; and 
the prodigious Space of Land and Sea, that fie- 
pa rates them from your Dominions : Befidcs, 
they are a People, that dwell in wild and un- 
cultivated Defarts; that have neither Towns 
nor Iloufes ; that have no fix'd Settlements, or 
Places of Habitation i and that are destitute of 
all Manner of Riches. What Spoil or Benefit 
can accrue to your Troops from fuch an Expe- 
pedition ; or, to fpeak more properly, what 
Lofs have you not Reafon to apprehend? 
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Marches, what would- become of us, in fuch An 
uncultivated, barren, and naked Country, when; 
we ihall neither find Forage for our Hourfes, 
nor Provilion for our Men ? I am afraid, Sir, 
that through a falfe Notion of Glory, and the 
Influence of Flatterers, you may be hurried into 
a War, which may turn to the Difhonour of 
the Nation. You now enjoy the Sweets of 
Peace and Tranquillity, in the Midft of your 
People, where you are the Objett of their Ad- 
miration, and the Author of their Happinefs. 
You are fenfible the Gods have placed you upon 
the Throne, only to be their Co-adjutor 5 or, to 
fpeak more properly, to be the Difpenfer of 
their Bounty, rather than the Minifter of heir 
Power. It is your Pleafure to be the Protedtor, 
the Guardian, and the Father of your Subjecls: 
And you often declare to us, becaufe you really 
believe fo, chat you look upon yourlelf, as in- 
verted with fove reign Power, only in order to 
make your People happy. 

*' What exquiiite Joy mufl it be to fo great a 
Prince as you are, to be the Fountain of fo 
many Bleflings ; and, under the Shadow of your 
Name, to preferve fuch infinite Numbers of 
People in fo defirable a Tranquillity ! Is noC 
che Glory of a King, who loves his Subjecls, 
and is beloved by chem ; who, inftead of mak- 
ing War againft neighbouring, or diftant Na- 
tions, makes ufe of his Power to keep them in 
Peace and Amity together ; is not fuch a Glory, 
yaftly preferable to that of ravaging, and fpoil- 
ing or Nations; of filling che Earth with 
* € Slaughter and Defolation j with Horror, Con- 
fternation, and Defpair ? But there is one Mo- 
tive more, which ought to have a greater In- 
fluence upon you, than any other, I mean that 
of Juftice. Thanks to the Gods, you are not 
of the Number of thofe Princes, who acknow- 
ledge no other Law, than that of Force ; and 
who imagine, that they have a peculiar Privi- 
lege, annexed to their Dignity, which private 
Perfons have not, of invading the Properties of 
ocher Men. You do not make your Greacnefs 
cbnfift in being able to do whatever you will, 
but in willing only what may be done, without 

infringing che Laws, or violating your Con- 
feience. 
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" As they are accuflomed to remove from 
Country to Country, if they fhould think pro- 
per to fly before you, not out of Cowardilc or 
Fear, lor they are a very couragious and war- 
like People, but only with a Dcfign fo harm fa 
and ruin your Army, by continual and fatiguing 



" To fpeak plain, fhall one Man be reckon'd 
unjufr,' and a Robber, for feizing on a few 
Acres of his Neighbour's Eftacc ; and fliall ano- 
ther be reckon'd jufl and great, and have the 
Title of Hero, only becaufe he feizes upon, 
and ufurps whole Provinces ? Permit me, Sir, 
to ask vou, What Title have you to Scythia ? 
What Injury have the Scythians done you ? What 
Reafon can you alledge for declaring War a- 
gainfrthem? The War indeed, in which you 
have been engaged againft the Babylonians, was 
at the fame Time both jufl and ncceflary : The 
Gods have accordingly crown'd it with an happy 
Svcccfs. It belongs co you, Sir, to judge, whe- 
ther that, which you are now going to under- 
take, is of the fame Nature ? " 
Nothing but the generous Zeal of a Brother 
truly concerned for the glory of his Prince, ant 
the Good of his Country, could infpire fuch 
Freedom : As, on the other Hand, nothing but a 
perfect Moderation in the Prince, could make him 

capable of bearing with ic. Darius, as Tacit m 

obfervcn 
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obferves of another great Emperor, had the Art 
of reconciling two Things, which are generally 
incompatible, namely, Dominion and Liberty. 
Far from being offended at the Freedom ufed by 
his Brother, he chank'd him for his good Advice; 
though he did not follow it ; for he had already re- 
folv'd. He fet out then from Sufa at the Head of 
an Army of feven hundred thoufand Men; and his 
Fleet, confiding of fix hundred Sail of Ships, was 
chiefly manned with lonians, and other Grecian 
Nations, that dwelt upon the Sea Coafts of Jlfta 
minor, and the Hellefpont. He march'd his Army 
towards the Tbracian Bofphorus, which he pafTed 
upon a Bridge of Boats : After which, having made 
himfelf Matter of all Thrace, he came to the Banks 
of the Danube* otherwife called the Jfter, whither 
he had ordered his Fleet to fail, and join him. 
In feveral Places, on his March, he caufed Pillars 
to be ere£led, with magnificent Inscriptions,, in 
one of which he fuffered himfelf to be called, 
The befi and handfomejl of all Men living. What 
a ridiculous Vanity, unworthy of a great Soul was 
this J 

And yet, if all the Faults of this Prince had ter- 
minated only in Sentiments of Pride and Van icy, 
perhaps they would appear more excufable, than 
they do ; at leaft, they would not have been fo 
pernicious co his Subjects. But how mall we re- 
concile the Difpofition of Darius, for the Gene- 
rality, which (except in the Execution of the 
Family of Intapkernes, for his Offence alone) 
leem'd to be fo exceeding human and gentle, with 
a barbarous and cruel Action of his towards Oeba- 
rus, a venerable old Man, whofe Merit, as well 
as Quality, entitled him to Refpeft ? This No- 
bleman had three Sons, who were all preparing 
chemfelves, to attend the King in this Expedition 
againfl: the Scythians. Upon the Departure of 
Dariur from Sufa, the good old Father begg'd, as 
a Favour of him, that he would pleafe to leave 
one of them at home, to be a Comfort to him in 
his old Age. One, reply'd Darius, will not be 
Sufficient for you 5 / will leave you all the three : 
And immediately he caufed them all to be put co 
be put to death J an A&ion unworthy of any one 
but a Savage ! 

When the Army had pafled the Danube, upon a 
Bridge of Boats, the King was for having the 
Bridge broken, that his Army mould not be wea- 
kened, by leaving fo confiderable a Detachment 
of his Troops, as would be neccflary to guard i;: 
But one of his Officers rcprefented to him, that it ft 
might be proper to keep that, as a neccflary Re- t€ 
fuge, in Cafe they mould meet with an y Mis- _ 



1 "go, in Liaie tney mould meet witft an y mis- 
fortunes in the War with the Scythians. The 
Kinp, and happy was it for him he did fo, very 
prudently gave in to this Opinion, and commit- 
ted r he guarding of the Bridge to the Care of the 
lonians, who built it; giving them Leave, at the 
fume Time, to go back to their own Country, if 
did not return in the Space of two Months: 
f his done, he proceeded on his March co Scythia. 

A (Toon as tne Scythiant were informed, that 
J *arius was marching againfl: them, they imme- 
diately enter'd into Confutation upon the Mea- 
* tires proper to be taken on i'uch an Oeeafion. They 
J v c re very fen/ible, that chey alone were not in a 
Condition to refill in formidable an Kncmy. They 
applied therefore to all the neighbouring Nations, 
ut 'd defiled their Aililbncc i alledging, that the 



Danger was genera), and concerned them all ; and 
that it was their common Inicrell to uppole an 
Enemy, whofe Views of Conquelt v. ere no': con - 
fin'd to one Nation. Some remind favourable 
Anfwers to their Demand : Others abfol ■*'«:!/ re- 
fufed to enter inro a War, which, they fa id, <iil 
not regard rhem; buL they foon had Keafon to 
repent their Rcfufal. 

One wife Precaution taken by the Scythians, was 
to fecure their Wives and Children, by lending 
them in Carriages, to the mo ft north m Parti ot 
the Country i and with them likewhc they le:r_ all 
their Herds and Flocks; refer ving nothing them- 
felvee, but what was neceffary for the Support of 
their Army. Another of their Precautions, and 
no lefs prudent, was to fill up all their Wells, and 
flop up their Springs, and to confumc all the Fo- 
rage in thofe Parts, through which the Perfiun 
Army was to pafs. This done, they wen:, * in 
Conjunction with their Allies, to meet the Enemy, 
not in order to give him Battle; for they were 
determined to avoid that, but to draw him on to 
fuch Places, as would be moil for their own Ad- 
vantage* Whenever the Pcrftans feemed difpofe.j to 
attack them, they ftill retired before them, and 
went farther up into the Country : And thus they 
drew them on from one Place to another, int > the 
Territories of thofe Nations, that had refukd to 
enter into Alliance with them, by which Means 
their Lands became a Prey to the two Armies of 
Pcrftans and Scyttoians. 

Darius, wean' of thefe tedious and fatiguirg 
Purfuits, fent an Herald to the King of the Scy- 
thians, whofe Name was Lidathyrjuc, with this 
Meflage, in his Name. « Prince of the Srytl'ians, 
ct wherefore doft thou continually fly before me ? 
Why doft thou not ftop fomewhere, or o: her; 
cither to give me Battle, if thou believett thy 
felf able to encounter me, or, if thou thinkeft 
thy felf too weak, to acknowledge thy M.il*cr» 
by prefenting him with Earth and Water ? " 
The Scythtans were an high-fpiritcd People, ex- 
tremely jealous of their Liberty, and protelTcd 
Enemies to all Slavery ; accordingly Indathyifus 
fent Darius the following Anfwer : «« It 1 fly be- 
M fore thee, Prince of the Perfians, it is not be- 
caufe I fear thee : What I do now, is no more 
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than what I am ufed to do in Time 
We Scythians have neither Cities nor Lands to 
defend : If thou halt a Mind to force us to come 
to an Engagement, advance, and attack us a r the 
Tombs of our Fathers, and thou (halt find what 
Manner of Men we are. As to the Title of 
Mailer, which thou atfumeft, keep it for other 
Nations, than the Scythian,. For my Part, I 
acknow lede;cno other Matter, than the Great 
Jupiter, one of our own Anccltors, and the 
Goddefs fella. " 

In the mean while, the farther Darius advanced 
into the Country, to the greater Hardlhips were 
his Army expoled ; and ju'lt as they were reduced 
to the laft Kxtremities, there came an Herald to 
him, from the Scythian Prince; with a Bird, a 
Moufe, a Frog, and five Arrows, for a Prrici r. 
The King defuM ro know the Meaning oi rlinie 
Gifts. The MertVngcr anfwer'd, that his Orders 
were only to deliver thorn, ami nothing nmrei 
and that ir was left to the Fa /tun Ring, to fmd 

out the Meaning. 
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Hereupon, Darin* concluded, at fir ft, that the 
Scythians, thereby, confcnted to deliver up the 
Earth and Water' to him, which were represented 
by a Moufe, and a Frog ; as alfo their Cavalry, 
whofe Swiftnefs was reprefentcd by the Bird; to- 
gether with their own Perfons, lignify'd by the 
Arrows. Bur, Gobryas, one of the feven Lords, 
who had depos'd the Marian Impoftor, expounded 
the Mnigma, in the following Manner : •* Know 
<c (.fays he to the Pcrfians) that, unlefs you can 
" flyaway in the Air, like Birds; or hide your- 
•« felves in the Earth, like Mice ; or fwim in the 
** Water, like Frogs ; you fhall in no wife be 
c * able to avoid the Arrows of the Scythians." 

In Effeit, the whole Per ft an Army marching 
in a vair, uncultivated, and barren Country, in 
w hich there was no Water, were reduced to fo 
deplorable a Condition, that they had nothing 
before their Eyes but inevitable Ruin : Nor was 
Darius himfelf exempt from the common Danger. 
He ow'd his Preservation to a Camel, which was 
loaded with Water, and followed him, with great 
Difficulty, through that wild, and Defart-Coun- 
try. ihe King was not unmindful, afterwards, 
or his Benefactor : To reward him for the Service 
he had done him, and the Fatigues he had un- 
dergone, on his Return into Jfia 9 he fettled a cer- 
tain Diftri£t of his own upon him, for his peculiar 
Ufe, and Subfiftence; for which Reafon, that Place 
was call'd, Gangamele ; that is, in the Perfian 
Tongue, the Camel's Habitation* It was near this 
fame Place, that Darius Codomannus receiv'd a 
fecond Overthrow by Alexander the Great. 

Finding this Interpretation but too juft, and 
too well founded, Darius did not deliberate much 
lo iger i being fcnfible he was under an abfolute 
Neceffity of quitting his imprudent Enterprize : 
He began then to think, in Earneit, upon return- 
ing home and faw but too plainly, that there 
was no Time to be loft. Therefore, as foon as 
Night came, the Per/tans, to deceive the Enemy, 
lighted a great Number of Fires, as ufual ; and 
leaving the old Men, and the Sick, behind them 
in the Camp, together with all their Afles, which 
made a Sufficient Noife ; they march'd away, as 
faft as they could, in order to reach the Danube. 
The Scythians did not perceive they were gone, 
till the next Morning : Whereupon they immedi- 
ately fent a confiderable Detachment, as quick as 
poflible, to the Danube : This Detachment, being 
perfectly well acquainted with the Roads of the 
Country, arriv'd at the Bridge, a great While 
before the 'Perftans. 

Now, the Scythians had fent Exprefles before- 
hand, to perfuade the Ionians to break the Bridge, 
and return to their own Country : And the latter 
had promis'd to do it, but without Defign to 
execute their Promife. Now, the Scythians pref- 
fed them to it the more carncftly ; and repre- 
fentcd to them, that the Time, prclcrib'd to them 
by Darius for ftaying there, was elaps'd ; that 



they were at Liberty to return home, without 
cither violating their Word, or their Duty ; that 
they now had it in their Power, to throw off, for 
ever, the Yoke of their Subjection, and make 
themfelvcs a happy, and free People; and, that 
the Scythians would render Darius incapable of 
forming any more Enterpri ses again ft any of his 
Neighbours. 

Accordingly, the Ionians cntcrM into Confuta- 



tion upon the Affair. Mi /Hades, an Athenian 
who was Prince; or, as the Greeks call it, Tyrant 
of the Cherfonefus of Thrace, at the Mouth of the 
Heilefpont, was one of thofc, who had accompa- 
ny'd Darius, and furnifiVd him with Ships to fa- 
vour his Enterprise. He, having the publick In- 
tereft more at Heart, than his own private Ad- 
vantage, was of Opinion, that they fhould com- 
ply with the Requeft of the Scythians; and em- 
brace fo favourable an Opportunity of recovering 
the Liberty of Ionia : All the Commanders gave 
into his Sentiments, except Hyjliaus, the Tyrant 
of Mi/ctos. 

But, when it came to his Turn to fpeak, he re- 
prefented to the Io?iian Generals, that their Fortune 
was linked with that of Darius ; that it was under 
that Prince's Protection, each of them was Matter 
in his own City ; and if tbe Power of the Perfians 
mould fink, or decline, the Cities of Ionia would 
not fail to depofe their Tyrants, and recover their 
Freedom. Hereupon, all the other Chiefs then 
gave into his Opinion ; and, as is ufual in moft 
Cafes, the Consideration of private In tereft pre- 
vailed over the publick Good. Accordingly, the 
Refolution they came to, was, to wait for Darius: 
but, in Order to deceive the Scythians, and hinder 
them from Undertaking any Thing, they declared 
to them, they had refolved to retire, purfuant Co 
their Requeft; and, the better to carry on the 
Fraud, they actually began to break one End of 
the Bridge; exhorting the Scythians, at the fame 
Time, to do their Part, to return fpeedily back, to 
meet the common Enemy, and to fall upon, and 
defeat them. The honeft Scythians being too ere* 
dulous, retired, and were thus deceived a fecond 
Time. 

reat good Fortune for Darius, they miffed 



him, becaule he happened to have taken a different 
Rout from that they expected to find him in : He 
arrived then, by Night, at the Bridge over the Da* 
nube> and finding it broken, he no longer doubted, 
but the Ionians were gone ; and that, confeo lently, 
he fliould be ruined. However, he made his Peo- 
ple call out fovHyJliaus, the Milefian, who at laft 
anfwered, and put the King out of his Anxiety. 
They foon entirely repaired the Bridge ; fo that 
Darius repafled the Danube, and came back into 
Thrace. There he left Megabyfus, one of his ch ief 
Generals, with Part of his Army, to compleat the 
Conqueft of that Country, and entirely reduce it 
under his Dominion: Which done, he paffed the 
Bofphorus with the Reft of his Troops, and went to 
Sardis ; where he fpent the Winter, and the greatejr 
Part of the Year following, in Order to refrefh his 
Army, which had fuffered extremely . in that ill- 
concerted and unfortunate Expedition. 

Accordingly, Megabyfus continued fome Time 
In Thrace-, whofe Inhabitants, according to Htt* 0 
dotus, would have been invincible, had they had 
the Oifcretion to unite their Forces, and to chufc 
one chief Commander. Amonjj; fome of the Tbrd' 
ciansi they had thefe very particular Cuftoms ' ' n 
one of their Diftricls, when a Child came into" the 
World, all the Relations ex pre fled great Sorrow 
and Affliction, bitterly weeping at the Profpect 
of JVlifery that was before the new-born Infant. 
On the other Hand, when any Perfon died, a» l 
their Kindred rejoiced, becaufe they looked upo» 
the deceafed Per I on, no happy only from that Mo- 
ment, wherein he was delivered for ever from if* 

Trouble* 
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Troubles and Calamities of this Life In another 
piftricr, where Pol) gamy was in Fafhion, when a 
Jiusband died, it was a great Difputc among his 
Wifes> which of chem was the belt beloved: And 
{tie, in whofe Favour the Conteft was decided, had 
the Privilege of being facriheed by her ncareft Re- 
lation, upon the Tomb of her Husband, and of 
being buried with him j whiift all the other Wived 
envied her Ha ppinefs, and thought themfelves in 
fome Sort difhonourcd. 

On his Return Co Sardis, after his unhappy Ex- 
pedition againft the Scythians, Darius having been 
allured that he owed both his own bafcty, and that 
of his whole Army, to Hyjli<cus, who had per- 
fuaded the Ionians, not to deltroy the Bridge on the 
Danube, fent for chat Prince to his Court, and de- 
fired-him freely to ask any Favour, in Kecompence 
of his Service. Hereupon, Hyjiiaus defired the 
King to give him Mircina of Edonia, a Territory 
upon the River Strymon in Thrace, together with 
the Liberty of building a City there. His Rcqucft 
was readily granted $ whereupon he returned to 
Miktos, where he caufed a Fleet of Ships to be 
equipped, and then fetout for Thrace: And having 
taken Pofleifion of the Territory that was granted 
him, he immediately fer about the Execution of his 
project in building a City. 

Hut, Mcgabyfus, who was then Governor of 
Thrace, for Darius, immediately perceived, how 
prejudicial that Undertaking would be, to the 
iCinjfs Affairs in thofe Quarters. He confidered, 
that this new City ftood upon a navigable River ; 
rhat the Country round about it abounded in Tim- 
ber for building of Ships ; that it was inhabited by 
different Nations, both Greeks, and Barbarians, 
that might furnifh great Numbers of Men for Land 
and Sea-fervicei that, if once thofe People were 
under the Management of a Prince fo skillful and 
enterprising as Hifliausy they might become fo 
powerful both by Sea and Land, that it would be 
no longer poflible for the King to keep them in 
Subjection : Efpecially confidering, that they had 
a great many Gold and Silver-mines in that Coun- 
try, which would enable them to carry on any 
Projects or Entcrprizcs. 

Accordingly, at his Return to Sardis, he repre- 
fentcd all thele Things to the King, who was con- 
vinced by his Rcafons; and, therefore, fent for 
Hijiimts, to come to him at Sardis, pretending to 
have fome great Defigns in View, wherein he 

wanted the AlUftance of his Counfcl. And, when 
he had thus drawn him to his Court," he carried him 
to $ufa y making him believe, that he fet an ex- 
traordinary Value upon a Friend of his Fidelity 
and Understanding ; two Qualifications, that had 
rendered him fo very dear to him, and of which 
he had given fuch memorable Proofs in the Scy- 
thtan Expedition : At the fame Time, giving him 
to undeiirand, that he fhould be able to find fome- 
thinjr for him in Pcrfia, which would make him 
ampl c A mends for all, that he could leave behind 
him. Hereupon, Hyjliatts, pleafed with fo ho- 
nourable a Di IK 11 a ion, and finding himfclf, like- 
w, fe, under a Necellity of complying, accompanied 
^7«j. to Sufa ; and left drillavords 
M'Jttos, in his Room. 



of one Prince's fubmitdng to another. Amintas 
readily complied with this Rcqucft, and paid all 
imaginable Honours to the AmbafTadors j info- 
much, that at an Entertainment; which he made 
for them, they having defind, at the latter End of 
ir, that the 'Ladies might be brought in, which 
was a Thing contrary to the Cu'tom of the Coun- 
try, the King would not venture to refufe them- 
However, the Persian Noblemen, being heated 
with Wine, and thinking they might ufe the fame 
Freedoms, as in their own Country, did not ob- 
ferve a due Decorum towards thofe Prince/Fes; up- 
on which the King's Son, whofe Name was Alexan- 
der, could not fee his Mother and Sifters treated 
in fuch a Manner, without great Refcntment and 
Indignarion. Wherefore, upon fome Pretef.ce or 
other, he contrived to fend the Ladies out of the 
Room, as if they were to return again prefcnrJy 
and had the Precaution like wife, to get the Kino-, 
his Father, out of the Company. In chis Interval 
he caufed fome young Men to be cireit iir»c Wo- 
men, and to be armed with Poniards, und._ j r their 
Garments. Thefe pretended Ladies came into the 
Room, inftead of the others ; and w hen the Pir- 
Jians began to treat them, as zhcyhad before treat- 
ed the PrinccfTes, they drew out their Poniards, 
fell violently uponthem, and killed, i.oz only the 
Noblemen, but every one of their Attendants. 
The News of this Slaughter foon reached .S.vpj 
and the King appointed Comrniilioners, to take 
Cognizance of the Matter : But sJ/exaxdcr, bv the 
Power of Bribes and Prefents, ftifled the Affair, 
fo that nothing came thereof. 

In the mean While, the Scythians, to be re- 
venged on Darius, for his invading their Countrv, 
paffed the Danube, and ravaged all that Part of 
Thrace, that had fubmitted to the Per/hns, as far 
as the Hellefpont 5 whereupon Miitiadcs, to avoid 
their Fury, abandoned the Cter/onc/us : But after 
the Enemy were gone back, he returned thicher 
again, and was reltored to the fame Power he had 
before, over the Inhabitants of the fame Country. 

About the fame Time, which was in the thir- 
teenth Year of the Reign ot'Djiius, that Prince 
having an Ambition of extending his Dominions 
Eaji-wards, refolvcd firft, in Order to facilitate 
his Conqucfts. to get a proper Knowledge of the 
Country. To this End, he c.iufed a Fleet to be 
built, and equipped, at Ca/patyre, a City itanJing 
upon the Indus ; and did the lame at feveral othe*? 
Places on the fame River, as far as the Frontiers 
of the JJutuk Srythia. The Command of this 
Fleet was given to Scy/ax, a Grecian of ' C.jryznJij, 
a Town 01 Carta, who was perfectly well verfed 
in Maritime Affairs. His Orders were to fail down 
that River, and get all the Knowledge he polliblv 
could, of the Country, on both Sidts, quite down 
to the Mouth of the River ; to pafs from thence 
into the Southern Ocean, and to ftcer hisCourfe af- 
terwards to the Weft* and fo return back that Way 
to Pet Jh. 

Scyhy exactly obferved his Ma iters In ft ructions, 
and Jailing quite down the River Jndut, entered 
the Red Sea % by the Streights of ItaMmandt/; and 
after a Voyage of thirty Months, from the Time 
of his fetting out from Cafpatyrc, arrived inEjypt; 



to govern at 

Whiift Megabyfus was in Thrace, he had fent at the fame Port, from whence Atrtw, KingW 

^oral Pcrjian Noblemen to Amintas, King of Egypt, had formerly fent the Ph,micians t who 

acc dotna y to require him to give Earth und Water we're in his Service, with others, to fail round the 
co V ait us his Mailer i which was the ufual Form 



Coalta of jifvica> as has been observed befo 
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Very probably, this was the fame Port, where 
now Ihinds the Town of Suez, at the farther End 
of the Red Sea. From thence, Seylax returned to 
Sufa, where he gave Darius an Account of all his 
Obfervations. 

Hereupon, chat Prince entered I/idia, with a 
powerful Army, and reduced all that vaft Country. 
Our Readers will naturally expert to be informed 
of the Particulars of fo important a War ; but 
Herodotus fays not one Word about it : He only 
tells us, that India made the ewentieth Province, 
or Government of the Pet/tan Empire 5 and that 
the annual Revenue of it was worth but Three 
Hundred and bixty Talents of Gold, to Darius; 
which amount not to above Six Hundred Thoufand 

Pounds Sterling. 

The next War we fhall find the Perfians engaged 
in, was with another Sort of Enemies, who proved 
no lefs formidable than the Scytbeans ; and who, 
at laft, proved the Ruin ot that vaft Empire. 

It is furprizing to confider what trifling Inci- 
dents give Rife to the molt important Expeditions. 
Datius, after his Return to Sufa, from his unfor- 
tunate Enterprize againfr. the Scythians, had given 
the Government of ' Sardis to his Broth avsf r tap ber- 
th's and, at the fame Time, he made Ot ancs Com- 
mander in Chief in Thrace, and the adjacent Coun- 
tries along the Sca-Coalr, in the Room of Mega- 
by us. Accordingly, a Sedition atA r axus, a fmall 
liland, but one of the large!! of the Cyclades, in 
the /Eg ean Sea, now the Archipelago, involved} all 
Greece, and Pajia in a bloody War ; which ended 
in the Deftruction of the latter. 

In this Sedition, the principal Inhabitants hav- 
ing been cruihed by the Populace, who were the 
greater Number; many of the richeft Families 
were banifhed out of the Ifland. Hereupon, they 
fled to JMiletoSy and addreffed chemfelves to Arifta- 
goras, befeeching him to rcftore them to their own 
Country. He was, at this Time, Governour of 
that City, as Lieutenant to H)Jli<eus\ to whom he 
was both Nephew and Son-in-Law; and whom 
Darius had carried along with him to 6'ufa. 

Arifiagoras readily promifed the Exiles the Af- 
iiftance chey implored ; but, not being powerful 
enough himfelf to execute what he had promifed, 
he went to Ariaphemes : He represented to him, 
rhat this was a very favourable Opportunity of re- 
ducing A'axus under the Power or Darius; chat if 
he were once Matter of rhat Ifland, all the Relt of 
the CycLidts would fall under his Dominion, one 
after another; that then the Ifland Euljcca, (now 
A'rgrfjfonti) which was as large as Cyprus, lying 
very near the other, would be cafily conquered; 
that thii would give the King a free Pafla^e into 
Greece, and furnifh him with the Means of bring- 
ing all that Coui.iry under his Subjection ; and, in 
fliorr, that an hundred Ships would be fuflicient, 
lor the effectual Execution of this Enterprize. 
Hereupon, At ta/ hemes was fo pleafed with the 
Project, that, intrcad of one Hundred Vcffels, which 



s/ttjlagnra* required, he promifed him two Hun- 
dred, in Cafe he obtained the King's Confent, to 
engage in that Expedition. 

Darius, alfo charmed wiih the mighty Expecta- 
tion^ wherew ith he was flattered, very readily ap- 
proved of the Enter prize; though, at the Bottom, 
it was founded upon nothing but InjuRice, and a 
bound lefs Ambition; hh alfo upon the Perfidy in 
jjtijlagoi'tiS) and A/ tapberncs. However, Darius 



never hefitatcd about it one Moment ; this moft 
injurious Attempt was projected, and approved 
without the leait Reluctance or Scruple ; it wa3 
decided merely upon the Motives of Advantage and 
Convcniency. This Ifland lay convenient for the 
Perfians ; which they looked upon as a fufficienc 
Title, and a warrantable Ground for reducing it 
by Force of Arms : In Effect, moft of the Expedi* 
tions of this Prince took their Rife from the fame 

Principle. 

Having obtained the King's Confent for under- 
taking the Enterprize, Artaphernes made the ne- 
ccflary Preparations, for putting ic directly into 
Execution : And the better to conceal his Deflgn 
and to furprize the People of ATaxus, he fpread a' 
Report, that this Fleet was bound .towards the 
Hcllefpont. This done, the Spring following, he 
fent the Number of Ships he had promis'd to 
Mi let os, under the Command of Megabates^ a Per* 
ft an Nobleman, of the Royal Family of Achame- 
nes; who, being directed, in his Commilfion, to 
obey the Orders of Arifiagoras, the haughty Per- 
fian could not bear to be under the Command of 
an Ionian; efpecially one, who treated him in an 
imperious Manner. This Pique occafion'd a tho- 
rough Breach between the two Generals; which 
was carry'd on fo far, that Mcgabetes, to be re- 
venged of Arifiagoras^ gave the Naxians fecret 
Intelligence of the Defign, that was form'd againft 
them : Upon this, they made fuch Preparations 
for their Defence, that Che Perfians, after having 
fpent four Months in befieging the chief Town of 
the Ifland, and confum'd all their Provifions, were 
obliged to retire, with Difgrace. 

This Enterprize having thus mifcarry'd, Mega- 
bates threw all the Blame upon Arifiagoras, and 
entirely deftroy'd his Credit with Artaf hemes ; 
upon which, the Ionian forefaw, that this Acci- 
dent would be attended, not only with the Lofs 
of his Government, but his utter Ruin. His 
being in this defperate Situation, made him think 
of revolting from the King, as the only Expedi- 
ent, whereby he could poflibly fave himfelf : And, 
no fooner had he form'd this Deflgn, but a Mcf- 
fenger came to him from H\fiiaus, who gave him 
the fame Coun fel. For, Ptyfiiaus, who had now 
been fome Years at the Perfian Court, being dif- 
gufted at the Manners of that Nation, and, hav- 
ing an ardent Defire to return to his own Coun- 
try, thought this the moft likely Means of bring- 
ing it about ; and therefore, gave Arifiagoras that 
Counfel': flattering himfelf, that in Cafe any Dif- 
turbances arofc in Ionia, he could prevail with 
Darius, to fend him thither to appcafc them : 
And, in Effect, the Thing happen'd according as 
he had forefecn. 

As foon as Arifiagoras found his Defigns fe- 
conded, by the Orders of Hyjliaus, he imparted 
them to the principal Men of the Country, whom 
he found extremely well difpos'd to enter into his 
Views: He, therefore, deliberated no longer; but, 
being dctcrmin'd to revolt, apply 'd himfelf wholly 
to making Preparations for that Purpofe. 

In the mean While, the People of Tyre, who 
had been redue'd to Slavery, when their City was 
taken by Nebuchadnezzar y had groan'd under that 
Oppreffion, for the Space of feventy Years. But, 
after the Expiration of that Term, they were w 
fl.or*d, according to the Prophecy of I/aiah, to the 
Poffelfion of their ancie nt Privileges; together 

with 
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with the Liberty of having a King of their owns 
which Liberty they enjoy'd, till the Time of A- 
Icxander the Great : And it feems highly probable, 
that this Favour was granted them by Darius, in 
Confideration of the Services he expected to re- 
ceive from chat City (which was very powerful 
by Sea) towards bringing back the Ionian* to their 
ancient Subjection. This was in the nineteenth 
year of the Reign of Darius. 

Next Year, Ariftagoras, in order to engage the 
Ionian* to adhere the more clofely to him, re- 
jnftated them in their Liberty, and in all their 
former Privileges. He began with Miktos, where 
hedivefted himfelf of his Power, and gave it up 
into the Hands of the People. He then made a 
Progrefs through all Ionia; where, by his Ex- 
ample, and Credit ; and, perhaps, by making 
them afraid, that they would be fore'd to it, whe- 
ther they would, or no, he prevail'd upon all the 
other Tyrants, to do the fame Thing in every 

City. 

They comply'd the more readily with this, as 
the Perftan Power, lince the Check it receiv'd 
in Scythia y was the lefs able to protect them 
againft the lonians ; who were naturally fond of 
Liberty, and a Stac^ of Independency; and pro- 
fefled Enemies to all Tyranny. When he had, 
hereby, united them all in one common League, 
of which he himfelf was declar'd the Head, he 
fet up a Standard of Rebellion againft the King, 
and made great Preparations by Sea, and Land, 
for fupporting a War againft him. 

To enable himfelf to carry it on with the more 
Vigour, he went, in the Beginning" of the Year 
following, to Lacedamon, in order to draw that 
City into his Interefts, and engage them to furnifli 
him with Troops. Ckomenes was, at this Time, 
King of Sparta ; who was the Son of A?iaxandri- 
des, by a fecond Wife, whom the Ephori had 
obliged him to roarrv, becaufe he had no Iflue 
by the firft. He had, by her, three other Sons, 
befides Ckomenes ; namely, Doriaus, Leonidas, and 
Ckombrotui ; the two laft of which afcended the 
Throne of Lacedamon, in their Turns. 

Ariftagoras then addrefs'd himfelf to Ckomenes; 
and the Time, and Place, for an Interview be- 
tween them being agreed on, he waited upon 
him, and reprefented to him, that the lonians, 
and Lacedemonians, were Countrymen ; that Sparta 
being the moft powerful City of Greece, it would 
be for her Honour, to concur with him, in the 
Defign he had form'd of rcftoring the lonir.ns to 
their Liberty ; that the Perftans, their common 
Enemy, were not a warlike People, but exceeding 
nch, and wealthy \ and consequently, would be- 
come an eafy Prey to the Lacedamonians ; that, 
confidering the prefent Spirit, and Difpofition of 
the lonians, it would not be difficult for them, to 
carry their victorious Arms, even to Sufa ; the 
Metropolis of the 'Perftan Empire, and the Place 
of the King's Refidence : At the fame Time, he 
hud before him, a Draught of all the Nations, 
and Towns, through which they were to pafs, 
«ngravcn upon a little Plate of Brafs, which he 
had brought along with him to that End. 

Hereupon, Ckomenes defir'd three Days Time to 
con »Jer of the Propofal ; which Term being ex- 
P'r'd, he ask'd the Ionian, what was the Di trance 
irom the Ionian Sea to Sufa, and how much Time 
At fcquir'd, to make the Voyage from one Place 
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to the other: And Ariftagoras, without confiJering 
the Effect his Anfwer was likely to have upon 
upon Ckomenes, having told him, that fiom Ionia 
to Sufa, was about three Months Jour cy ; the 
Spartan Monarch was fo amaz'd at this PropofaJ, 
that he forthwith order'd him to depart from Sparta 
before Sun-fet. 

Neverthelcfs, Ariftagoras follow'd him home 
to his Houfe, and endeavour'd to win him, by 
Arguments of another Sort ; that is, byPrefents. 
The firft Sum he ofFer'd him was only ten Ta- 
lents, which were equivalent to about fifteen 
Hundred Pounds ; and that being refus'd, he (till 
rofe in his Offers, till, at laft, he proposed to give 
him fifteen Talents : Whereupon, Gorgo, a Daugh- 
ter of Cleomenes, about eight, or nine Years of 
Age, whom her Father had not order'd to quit 
the Room ; as apprehending nothing from fo 
young a Child, hearing fuch Propofals made to 
her Father, cry'd out: Fly, Father, fly; thit 
Stranger will corrupt jou. Ckomenes feem'd only 
to laugh thereat 5 but yet obferv'd the Child's 
Admonition, and actually retir'd : Upon which, 
Ariftagoras quitted the Lacedamonian Territories. 

From thence he proceeded to Athens, where 
he found a more favourable Reception : He had 
the good Fortune to arrive there at a Time, when 
the Athenians were extremely well difpos'd to 
hearken to any Propofals, that could be made 
them againft the Perftans ; with whom they were 
highly offended, on the following Occasion. Hip* 
pias, the Son of Pijiftratus, Tyrant of Athens, 
about ten Years before the Time, of which we 
are fpeaking, had been fent into Banifhment; and 
having try'd, in vain, Abundance of Ways to 
bring about his Reftoration, at laft, went to $ar- 
dis, and made his Application x.o Art aph ernes. He 
was fo fortunate, as to infinuate himfelf fo far 
into the good Opinion of that Governour, that he 
gave a favourable Ear to all the other faid, to 
the Difadvantage of the Athenians, and became 
extremely prejudie'd againft them. 

The Athenians, having Intelligence of this, fent 
an Ambaflador to Sardis; and defir'd of Art a* 
pberns, not to hearken to what any of their Out- 
Laws mould infinuate to their Disadvantage ; to 
which Artaphcrns rcturn'd for Anfwer, that, if 

they defir'd to live in Peace, they muft recal Hip* 
pias. 

When this haughty Anfwer was brought back 
to the Athenians, it put the whole City into fo 
great a Rage againft the Pet ft an s, chat Arifta- 
goras, coming thither juft at this Juncture, ea- 
sily obtained whatever he defir'd. Herodotus ob- 
ferves, on this Occalion, how much carter it is 
to impofe upon a Multitude, than upon a fir.gle 
Perfon : And fo At iftagoras found it; for, he 
prevail'd with thirty Thoufand Athenians to come 
to a Rcfolution, into which he could not perfuadc 
Clcomencs alone. They engaged immediately to 
furnifli twenty Ships, to afiift him in his Defign: 
>\nd it may be truly faid, that this little Fleet 
was the original Source of all the Calamities, in 
which both the Pet/tans, and Grecians, were af- 
terwards involv'd. 

In the third Year of this War, the lonians, ha- 
ving collected all their Forces together, with the 
twenty Veflils, furnifli 'd by the City of Athens, 
and five more, from Erctria, in the Ifland of 
Euboea, they fct Sail for Epbtfus : Where, leaving 

their 
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their Ships behind them, they march'd, by Land, thither; and, chat he promis'd, on the Forfeiture 
to the City of Sardis ; and, finding the Town in of his Head, to deliver rtrijtagoras into his Hands- 
a defencelefs Condition, foon made themfelves and engaged, be/ides, to make the large Ifland of 
Matters of it: But were noc able to force the Sardinia tributary to him, ^This Ifland, however 
Citadel, into which Artapbcwes recir'd. As molt is very remote from Ionia, and could have r.o 
of the Houfes of this City were built with Reeds, Relation to it; wc are, therefore, apt to believe 
and confequently, were very combullible, an Io- it mult bean Error, that has crept into the Text 
nian Soldier fet Fire to one of them; and the of Het odor us > and fhould, rather, have been 
• Flame, fpreading, and communicating itfelt to beta.') M he belt Pi inces are often too credulous * 
the Reft, redue'd the whole City to Allies. A- and when they have once taken a Subject inro 
larmed by this Difafter, the Perjians, and LydU their Confidence, it is with Difficulty they with* 
ans, drew their Forces together, for their mutual draw it from him ; nor do they eafily undeceive 
Defence ; upon which, the Ionians judg'd it was themfelves : Accordingly, Darius, imposed upon 
high Time for them to think of retreating : And by that Air of Sincerity, with which Hyfiimt 
accordingly, they march'd back with all pollible difcours'd on this Head, believ'd him, on his own 
Diligence, in order to reimbark on board their Word; and gave him Leave to return to Ionia, 
Ships at Ephefus : But the Perjians, arriving there on Condition, he came back to the Per/fan Court, 
almoft as i'oon as they, attack'd them vigoroufly, as foon as he had executed what he promis'd. 
and deftroy'd a great Number of their Men. In the mean Time, the Revolters, though de* 
Hereupon, when the Athenians had got their Ships fertcd by cbe Athenians* and, notwithftanding 
and Men home again, they would never engage the confiderable Check they had received in Ionia, 
any more in this War 5 notwithftanding all the did not lofe Courage; but ftill pufh'd on their 
Inltances, and Solicitations of Arijragoras. Point with Refolution. Their Fleet fet Sail to- 

However, Darius, being inform'd of the Burn- wards the He Ilefpont, and the Pi of Otitis, and re* 
ing of Sardi^ and of the Share the Athenians had due'd Byzantium \ with the major Part of the other 
therein, refolv'd, from that very Time, to make Grecian Cities, in that Quarter. After which, as 
War upon Greece: And, that he might never they were returning back again, they obliged the 
forget his Refolution, he commanded one of his Cat fans to join with them in this War ; as alfo 
Officers, to remind him of it, every Evening, the People of Cyprus. However, the Peijian Ge- 
when he was at Supper, by crying ; bir, remember nerals, having divided their Forces among them* 
Athenians. In the Burning ot Sardis, it hap- felves, march'd three different Ways, againft the 
pen'd, that the Temple of Cybele, the Goddefs of -Rebels ; and defeated them in feveral Encounters, 
that Country, was confum'd, with the Reft of the in one of which Arifiagoras was flain. 
City ; which ferv'd, afterwards, as a Pretence to When Hyjliaus was come to Sardis, his in- 
the Perjzans, to burn all the Temples they found triguing Temper carry'd him to form a Plot 
in Greece : To which they were likewife led, by againft the Government 5 into which he drew a 
a Motive of Religion, which has already been great Number of Perfians : But, perceiving, by 
explain'd. tome Difcourfe he had with Artaphernes, that the 

As Ariftagoras, the Head, and Manager of this Part he ha<J had in the Revolt of Ionia, was not 
Revolt, was the Lieutenant ot Hyjliaus, at Mi m unknown to that Governor, he thought it not fafe 
Ut os 1 Darius fufpefted, that the latter might, pro- for him to ftay any longer at Sardis ; wherefore, 
bably, be the Fomenter of the whole Confpiracy: ftealing out fecretly, the Night following, he re- 
For which Reafon, he enter'd into a free Confe- tir'd to the Ifle of Chios', From thence he ferit a 
rence with him upon that Subjtcl; and acquainted Meflenger, in whom he repos'd great Confidence, 
him with hisThoughts, and the reafonablc Grounds to Sardis, with Letters for fuch of the Tertians, 
he had for his Sufpicions. Upon which, Hyjliaus, as he had gain'd over to his Party. This Mef- 
who was an artful Courtier, and an expert Mafter fenger betray'd him, and deliver'd his Letters to 
in the Art of duTemblrng, appcar'd extremely Artaphernes ; by which Means, the Plot was dif- 
furpriz'd, andaffli£ted; then fpeakir.g in a Tone, cover'd, all his Accomplices put to Death, and 
that, at once, exprefs'd both Sorrotv, and Indig- his Projeft utterly defeated. However, ftill ima- 
nation, he thus endeavoured to purge himfelf to gining, that he could do fomething important, if 
the King : " Is it poifible, then, for your Majefty he were but once at the Head of the Ionian League, 
" to have entertain'd fo injurious a Sufpicion of he made feveral Attempts to get into Mi/etcs; 
" the moft faithful, and molt affectionate of your and to be admitted into the Confederacy, by the 
Servants ? 1, be concern'd in a Rebellion againft Citizens : But, none of his Endeavours fucceeded, 
" you ! Alas! What is there in the World, that and he was obliged to return to Chios. 
" could tempt me to it? Do I want any Thing There, being ask'd, why he hadfo ftrongly 
*' here ? Am I not already rais'd to one of the urged Arijiagoras to revolt, and, by that Means 
«« higheft Stations in your Court? And, befides involv'd Ionia in fuch Calamities ; he made An- 
*< the Honour I have of affittini^ at your Coun- fwer, that it was, becaufc the King had refolv'd 
" cils, I daily receive new Proofs of your Boun- to tranfplant the Ionians into Phoenicia, and to 
'* ty, by the numbcrlcfs Favours you heap upon fettle the Phoenicians in Ionia. But, all this w«w 
«• me." a mere Story, and Fiction of his own inventing; 

After this, he infinuated, that the Revolt in a Dcfign of that Nature never having enter'd inco 
Ionia proceeded from his A b fence, and Dilhincc the Head of Darius. The Artifice, however, 
from that Country ; that they had waited for that ferv'd his Purpofe extremely well; not only for 
Opportunity to rebel; that, if he had ftaid at juftifying him to the Ionians, but alfo, for cn- 
Miletns, the Confpiracy would never have been gaging them to profecute the War with Vigour* 
form'd; that the lureft Way to reftorc the King's For, being alarm'd at theThoughts of thisTranf- 
Affaiis in that Country, would be to fend him migration, they took a firm Resolution, to defend 

f elves 
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thcmfelves agatnft the Pcrjians, to the Jaft Ex- 
tremity. 

Ac the fame Time, .Artaphcrncs* and Otanes, 
with the Reft of the 'tcrjiun Generals, finding, 
that Mi let os was the Center of the Ionian Confe- 
deracy, refolv'd to march tiucher with all their 
Forces; concluding, that, if they could carry 
chat City, all the Reft would fubmit, of their 
own Accord. The Ionians, having intelligence ot 
their Defign, determin'd, in a general AUembiy, 
to fend no Army into the Field, but to fortify 
Mifotos.} and to furnifh it, as well as potiible, 
with Provifions, and aii Things necefTary for en- 
during a Siege; as alfoto gather all their Forces 
together, and to engage the 'Pcrfians at Sea ; their 
Dexterity in maritime Affairs inducing them to 
believe, that they fhould have the Advantage in 
a naval Engagement. The Place of their Rendez- 
vous was Lad a, a fmall Ille over-againft Mil etas, 
where they met together, and made a Fleet of 
three Hundred and iifty- three Vetiels. At the 
Sight of this Fleet, the Perjian?, though ftronger, 
by one Half, with Refpeft to the Number of their 
Ships, were afraid; and avoided the hazarding 
a Battle, till, by their Emiffaries, they had fe- 
cretly debauch'd the grcateft Part of the Confede- 
rates, and engag'd them to defert : So that, when 
the two Fleets came to encounter, the Ships of 
Santos, of Lesbos, and feveral other Places, fa i I'd 
off, and return'd to their own Country > and the 
remaining Fleet of the Confederates did not con- 
fift of above an hundred Veirels ; which were all 
quickly overpower'd, by the Number of the Per- 
fian Ships, and almoft entirely deftroy'd. After 
this 9 the City of Miletos was befieg'd, and became 
a Prey to the Conquerors, who utterly deftroy'd 

it : This happened, fix Years after the Revolt of 
Ariftagoras. 

Ail the other Towns, as well on the Continent, 
as on the Sea-Coaft, and in the files, return'd to 
their Duty foon after ; either voluntarily, or by 

Force. Thofe Perfons, who flood out, were treated, 
as they had been threaten'd before* hand. The 
handfomeft of the young Men were chofen out to 
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fervc in the Palace; and the young Women were 

all lent into Pei/ia : The Cities, and Temples, 

were all redue'd lo Afliea. Thele were the fatal 

Effc&s of the Revolt, into which that People were 

drawn, by the ambitious Views of A) ijiagora s, and 
Hyjiiaus. 

The iaft of thefe two had his Share in the ge- 
neral Calamity : For, that fame Year, he was 
taken by the Pajians, and carry'd to Sardis ; 
where slttaj r >hcrnes caus'd him to be immediately 
hang'd, without confulting Darius; left that 
Prince's Affection for Hyjiiaus, fhould incline him 
to paidon him; and, by that Means, a dangerous 
Enemy fhould be left alive, who might create 
the Petjiuns new Difturbances. It appeared, by 
the Sequel, that the Conjecture of Artaphancs 
was well grounded : For, when the Head of Hy- 
Jtiaus was brought to Darius? he exprefs'd great 
Difiatisfa&ion at the Authors of his Death, and 
caus'd the Head to be honourably interred, as be- 
ing the Remains of a Perfon, to whom he had 
infinite Obligations; the Remembrance whereof 
was too deeply engraven on his Mind, < ver to be 
blotted out, by the Greatnefs of any Faults he 
had committed afterwards. 

Hyjiiaus was one of thofe reftiefs, bold, and 
enterprising Spirits ; in whom many good Quali- 
ties are join'd with itill greater Vices ; with whom 
all Means are* lawful, and good, that ferve to 
promote the End they have "in View; who look 
upon Juttice, Probity, and Sincerity, as bare, 
empty Names, without Reality; who make no 
Scruple of uiing Lying, or Fraud, Treachery, or 
Perjury, when it is to ferve their Turn ; and - who 
reckon . it as nothing to ruin Nations, or, even 
their own Country, if it be necefTary to their own 
Elevation. Accordingly, his End was fukable to 
his Sentiments ; and, what is pretty common to 
thofe irreligious Politicians, who facriflce every 
Thing in the World to their Ambition; and ac- 
knowledge no other Rule of their Aftions, and 
hardly any other God, than their Intereit, and 
Fortune. 




CHAP. V. 

turns his Arms againfl Greece; The State of Athens, at that Time ; The 1 
of Miltiades, Theniiflocles, and Ariftides, three illujlnous Athenians; The co 
f Marathon; The great Gallantry of Cynacgirus ; Darius hgbly nuofd 
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Jhamcful Defeat of his Army, rcfolves to command his Foucs in Foj 
by Death-, The remarkable Conteft between Artabarzanes, and Xerxes, two of 
0]f Darius, for the Perfun Crown ; The Chamber of Darius; The prodigious 
tton of Xerxes for carrying on the War againjl the Greeks ; The p, udtntRcmoyftrar.ee 
of Artabancs upon that Head. 

PURSUANT to his long meditated Defign, Lord, of an illuftrious PnjTan Family, who had 
Minus , in the twenty-eighth Year of his lntely marry'd one of hi* Daughters, to com- 

rah r«n. e !§ n '^ . ng r * c *J Vd *} 18 othcr Gcnc - mand in chief, throughout all the maritime Parts 
lent Mardontus, the Son of Gobryas, a young of Ajia ; and with a particular Order, to in vide 
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Greece, and take Vengeance of the Athenians, 



and Eretrians, for chc Burning of Sardis, How- 



ever, he did not fhew much Wildom in this Choice, 
by which he preferred a young Man, becaufe he 
was a Favour ice, to all his oldeit, and molt ex- 
periene'd Generals ; cfpecially, as it was in fo 
difficult a War ; the Succefs of which he had very 
much at Heart; and wherein the Glory of his 
Reign was infinitely concern'd. His being Son-in- 
Law to the King, was a Quality, indeed, that 
might augment his Credit, but added nothing to 
his real Merit; nor contributed anyThing towards 
the making: him an excellent Commander. 



At his coming into Macedonia, where he had 
march M with his Land- Forces, after having pafs'd 
through Thrace, the whole Country, terrify *d at 
fuch a mighty Army, at fir ft, fubmitted. But, 
his Fleet, attempting to double Mount Athos (now 
call'd Capo Santo) in order to gain the Coalrs of 
Macedonia^ was attack'd with fo violent a Hur- 
ricane, that, upwards of three hundred Ships, 
together with above twenty thoufand Men, pe- 
rim'd in the Sea. His Land-Army met, at the 
fame Time, with no lefs fatal a Blow. For, 
being incamp'd in a Place of no Security, the 
Thracians attack 'd the Per pan Camp by Night, 
made a great Slaughter of the Men, and wounded 
Mardonius himfelf. All this ill Succefs obliged 
him, fhortly after, to return into Afta, with Grief, 
and Confulion, at his having mifcarry'd, both by 
Sea, and Land, in this Expedition. 

Hereupon, Darius , being fenfible too late, that 
the Youth, and Inexperience of Mardonius, had 
occafion'd the Defeat of his Troops, recall'd him 5 
and put two other Generals in his Place, Datis, 
a Mede ; and Artaf hemes, Son of his Brother Ar- 
taphernes, who had been Governor of Sardis. The 
King's Thoughts were now earneftly bent upon 
the immediate Execution of his long meditated 
Defign, to attack Greece with all his Forces ; and, 
particularly, to take a fignal Vengeance of the 
People of Athens, and Eretria ; whofe Enterprize 
agamft Sardis was perpetually in his Memory. 

However, before we enter upon this War, it 
will be proper to refrefh our Memories, with a 
View of the State of Athens, at this Time ; which 
alone fuftain'd the firft Shock of the Per/tans at 
Marathon ; as alfo, to form fome Idea, before- 
hand, of the great Men., concern'd in that cele- 
brated Victory. 

Athens^ juft deliver'd from that Servitude, which 
fhe had been fore'd to bear, for above thirty Years, 
under the Tyranny of Pifijiratus, and his Chil- 
dren, now peaceably enjoy'd the Advantages of 
Liberty ; the Sweecnefs, and Value of which, 
were only heigh ten'd, and improv'd by that fhort 
Privation. Lacedamon, which was, at this Time, 
the Miftrefs of Greece, and had contributed, at 
fail, to this happy Change in Athens, fcem'd, 
afterwards, to repent of her good Offices : And 
growing jealous of the peaceful Tranquility, fhe 
hcrfelf had procur'd for her Neighbours, (he at- 
tempted to difturb if, by endeavouring to fet Hip- 

pias, the Son of Pifijiratus, again on the Throne amongit ua; that the young Men, who we're am- 
of Athens. But, all her Attempts were fruitlefr, bitious of publick Employment.*?, particularly at- 
tached themfelves to luch aged, and experienced 
Men, as had dilringuihVd themfelves moil emi- 
nently therein ; and who, both by their Conven- 
tion, and Example, could teach them how to be- 
have themfelves, and govern other* with Wifdom, 

and 



that they muft re (tore Hippias to his Throne, Un . 
lefs they had a Mind to draw the whole Power 0 f 
Darius upon them. This fecond Attempt f Uc . 
ceeding no better than the firft, Hippias w as 
obliged to wait for a more favourable Juncture * 
and we lhall fee prefently, that he ferv'd as a 
Conductor, or Guide to the Perfian Generals, f en ' c 
by Darius a gain ft Greece. 

But, Athens, lince the Recovery of her Liberty, 
Was quire another City than under her Tyrants' 
and difplay'd a very different Sort- of Courage • 
Among the Citizens, Miltiades was the Man^ who 
diftinguifti'd himfelf molt, in the War with the 
Per pans, which we are going to relate, he was 
the Son of Cimon, an illuftrious Athenian} who 
had a Half- Brother, by the Mother's Side, whofe 
Name was, likewife, Miltiades j of a very ancient, 
and noble Family, in JEgina, who had lately been 
receiv'd into the Number of the Athenian Citizens, 
He was a Perfon of great Credit, even in theTime 
of Pifijiratus : But, being unwilling to bear the 
Yoke of a defpotick Government, he joyfully 
embrae'd the Offer made him, of going to fettle 
with a Colony in the Thracian Cher fone jus, where 
he was invited by the Dolonci, the Inhabitants of 
that Country, to be their King ; or, according to 
the Language of thofe Times, their Tyrant- He 
dying without Children, left the Sovereignty to 
Stefagoras, who was his Nephew, and eldeft Son 
of his Brother Cimon and Stefagoras dying, like- 
wife, without Iflue, the Sons of Pifijiratus, who 
then ruPd the City of Athens, fent his Brother, 
Miltiades, the Perfon we are now fpeaking of, 
into that Country to be his Succeflbr. 

He arriv'd there, and afcended the Throne, the 
fame Year that Darius undertook his Expedition 
againft the Scythians. He attended that Prince 
with fome Ships, as far as the Danube ; and was 
the Perfon, who advis'd the Ionians to deftroy the 
Bridge, and return home, without waiting for 
Darius ; though it was contrary to his private Jn- 
tereft, as we have before obierv'd. During his 
Refidence in the Cherfonefus, he marry'd Hrgefi- 
pyla, Daughter of 0 lor us, a Thracian King, in the 
Neighbourhood ; by whom he had Cimon, that 
famous Athenian General, of whom a great deal 
will be faid in the Sequel. This Miltiades, then, 
having, for fevcral Keafons, abdicated his Govern- 
ment in Thrace, embark'd, and took all that he 
had, on board five Ships, and fet £:iil for Athens; 
where he fettled a fecond Time, and acquir'd a 
great Reputation. 

At the fameTime, two other Citizens, younger 
than Miltiades, began to diftinguifli themfelves 
confiderably at Athens-, namely, Arijlides, and 
Themijiocks. Plutarch obferves, that the former 
of thefe had endeavoured to form himfelf upon 
the Model of Clilihenes, one of the grcateft Men 
of his Time, and a zealous Defender of Liberty; 



who had contributed to the rcttoring it at Athens, 
by expelling the Pijsjiratides out of that City, 
was an excellent Cuitom, among the Ancient. 1 '', 
i which, it were to be wihYd, might prevail 



It 

and 



and ferv'd only to ma ni felt her 111 -Will, and her 
Grief, to fee Athens dctcrmin'd to live indepen- 
dent, even of Sparta itfelf. Hippias, hereupon, 
had Recourfe to the Per/tans \ and Artaphernes, 
Governor of Sardis, feut the Athenians Word, 
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and Difcretion. Thus, fays Plutarch, did Ai t 'flicks 
attach himfelf Co CHJihcncs > Cimon to Ar ijtidet ; 
and he mentions feveral others: Among the Reft, 
that excellent General, and HihSjrian, Poly bins ; 
who, in his Youth, was the conftant Di fci.pl e, and 
faithful Imitator of the celebrated T hi lopasmen. 

Themijiocles, and At iflsdes, were of very diffe- 
rent Difpofitionsj but they both render'd great 
Services to the Common -Wealth. Themiftocles, 
w ho naturally lean'd to a popular Government, 
omitted nothing, chat could contribute to render 
himfelf agreeable to the People, and gain Friendsj 
behaving himfelf with great Affability, and Com- 
plaifance, to everybody* and always ready to do 
Service to the Citizens, every one of which he 
knew, by Name ; nor was he very nice about the 
Means he us'd to oblige them. Some body talk- 
ing with him once on this Subject, told him, he 
would make an excellent Magiftrate, if his Be- 
haviour to the Citizens was more equal ; and if 
he had no'Biafs, to favour one more than another; 
upon which he reply 'd, God forbid, I Jhould ever 
fit upon a Tribunal) where my Friends Jhould find 
no more Credit, or Favour, than Stra?igers. Cleon, 
who appeared fomeTimc after, at A thins, obferv'd 
a quite different Conduct; but yet fuch, as was 
not wholly exempt from Blame. When he came 
into the Management of publick Affairs, he af- 
fembled all his Friends, and declar'd to them, 
that, from thatMoment, he renounced their Friend- 
ihip; left it mould prove an Obllacle to him in 
the Difcharge of his Duty, and caufe him to act 
with Partiality, and Injuftice. This was doing 
them very little Honour, and judging hardly of 
their Integrity : But, as Plutarch rightly obferves, 
he ought not to have renoune'd his Friends, but 
his Paf lions. 

However, Ariflides had the Difcretion to ob- 
ferve a juft Medium between thefe two vicious 
Extremes- Being a Favourer of Ariftocracy, in 
Imitation of Lycurgus, whofe great Admirer he 
was, he follow'd a Conduct, peculiar, in a Manner, 
to himfelf: Not endeavouring to oblige his 
Friends, at the Expence of Jultice; and yet al* 
ways ready to do them Service, when it was con- 
fident with it. He carefully avoided making 
Ufc of his Friends Recommendations for obtain- 
ing Employments * for Fear it ftiould be a dan- 
gerous Obligation upon him ; as well as a plau- 
iible Pretext for them, to require the fame Favour 
from him, on the like Occaiion. He us'd to fay, 
that the true Citizen, or the honcft Man, ought 
to make no other Ufc of his Credit, and Power, 
than to practife himfelf upon all Occafions, and 
to engage others to practife, what was juft, and 
honcft. 

Confidering this Contrariety of Principles, and 
Humours, among thefe great Men, we are not to 
wonder, if, during the Time of their Adminittra- 
tion, there was a continual Oppofition between 
them. ^ Themiflocles, who was bold, and enterpri- 
sing* in almoft all his Attempts, was Hill hire 
to meet Ariflides in his Way; who thought him- 
jeif obliged to thwart the others Deiigns, even 
Sometimes, when they were jult, and beneficial 



ally advanr.igious to the State, he could not con- 
tain hi mi elf, but cry'd out aloud, as he went from 
the Aflembly : That thd Athenians wmld mver 
p'ofptr, till tbvy threw them both into the Bara- 
thrum j which was a Pic, into which the Male- 
factors were thrown, who were condemned to die. 
Bur, notwithstanding this mutual Oppofition, when 
the common Intereft was at Stake, they were no 
longer Enemies: And, whenever they were going 
to take the Field, or engage in any Expedition, 



AY PublicIc » he ftiould get too great an 
Alcendant, and Authority ; which might become 



they agreed together to lay aflde all their Dif- 
fenfiom, on leaving the City j and to be at Li- 
berty to refume them, on their Return, if they 
thought fit. 

The predominant Paflion of Tbitniftocks was 
Ambition, and the Love of Glory; which dif- 
cover'd itfelf in him, from his Childhood. After 
the Battle of Marathon, of which we ftiall fpeak 
prefently; when the People were every-where 
extolling che Valour, and Conduct of Miltiadcs, 
who had won ir, Themiflocles never appea-'d but 
in a very thoughtful, and melancholy Humour : 
He 'fpenc whole Nglus v> knout Heep, a..d was 
never fecn at publick Fcalh, and Entertainments 
as he us'd to be before. And, when his Friend?, 
aftonifh'd at this Change, a^k'd him cheReafon of 
it, he made Anfwer, that the Trophies of Milti- 
ades would not let him fL-ep. Thefe were as fo 
many Stings in his Mind, which never ceas'J to 
fpur, and animare his Anibi.ion : From this 
Time, Themijlocles addicted himfelf wholly to 
Arms 5 and the Love of martial Glory became 
his prevailing PailJon. 

As for A/ ijtides, the Love of the publick Good 
was the great Spring of all his Actions. What 
he was moft particularly admir'd for, wa«, his 
Conftancy, and Sceadinels, under the unforefc< 
Changes, to which thofe, who have the Admini- 
ftration of Affairs, are expos'd; for, he was nei- 
ther elevated with the Honours c^nferr'd upon 
him;, nor caft down, at the Contempt, and re- 
appointments he fometimes met with. On all 
Occafions, he prefer v'd his ufual Calmncfs, and 
Temper j being perfuaded, that a Man ought to 
devote himfelf entirely to his Country, and to 
ferve it with a perfect Difintereftednefs, as well 
with Regard to Glory, as to Riches. 

The general Elleem he was in, for the Upright- 
nefs of his Intentions, the Purity of his Zeal for 
the Tntcrefts of the State, and the Sincerity of his 
Virtue, appcarVTremarkably, one Day, at thcThc- 
atre, when one of the Plays of JEfchylus was act- 
ing. For, when the Actor had recited that Vcrfe, 
which defcribes the Character of Amfbiarausy thus. 
He does not dejire to appear to be an boncjh and 
virtuous Alan, but really to be fo\ the whole Audi- 
ence turn'd their Eyes upon At ijlides, ai d apply Yl 
the Character to him, as a Man, who really de- 
ferv'd it. 

Another Thing, related of him, concerning a 
publick Employment he difcharged, is very re- 
markable. He was no fooner made Trcafure-Gc* 
neral of the Republick, but he rriade it appear, 
that his Prcdccetfors, in that Office, had cheated 
the State of vaft Sums of Mom v ; and, among 
the Relt, Themiftocles, in particular: For, this* 



PcrmciouH to the Common- Wealth. 

Accordingly, one Day, having got 
01 Wemi/hcla, who had made iome Pi 



the better 
Propofal, re- 



great Man, with all his Merit, was not free from 
Corruption. For this Reafon, when A/ iflides 
came to pafs his Accounts, Themijiocles rais'J a 
mighty Faction agaiult him j accused him of hav- 
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Jng robb'd the public k Treafure, and prevail *d 
fo far, as to have him condemned, and fin'd. But 
the principal Inhabitants, and the moft virtuous 
Pare of the Citizens, riling up againft fo unjuft a 
Sentence, not only the Judgment was revers'd, and 
the Fine remitted ; but he was like wife defied 
Trcafurer for the Year enfuing. 

He then feem'd to repent of his former Admini- 
ftration; and, by {hewing himfelf more tradable, 
and indulgent towards others, he found out the 
Secret of pleafing all who pillaged the Common- 
wealth. For, as he neither rcprov'd them, nor 
narrowly infpc&cd their Accounts j all thofc Plun- 
derers, grown fat with Spoil and Rapine, now 
extol I'd drift ides to the Skies. It would have 
been eafy for him, to have inrich'd himfelf, in 
a Poft of this Nature ; which feems 5 as it were, to 
invite a Man to it by the many favourable Op- 
portunities it throws in his Way ; efpecially, as he 
had to do with Officers, who, for their Part, were 
intent upon nothing but Plunder; and would 
have been ready to conceal the Frauds of the 
Treafurer, their Matter, upon Condition he did 
them the fame Favour. 

Accordingly, thofe very Officers now made In- 
tereft with the People, to have him continued a 
third Year in the fame Office. But, when the 
Time of Election was come, juft as they were 
agreeing to the Nomination of Arijlides, he rofe 
up, and warmly reprimanded the Athenians. 
«* What (fays he) when I managed your Treafure 
with all the Fidelity and Diligence, of which 
an honett Man is capable, I met with the moft 
cruel Treatment, and the moft mortifying Re- 
turns ; and now, that I have abandon'd it to 
the Mercy of all thefe publick Plunderers, I 
am an admirable Man, and a moft worthy 
Citizen ! I cannot help declaring to you, that 
I am more afham'd of the Honour you do me 
this Day, than I was of the Condemnation you 
pronounced againft me, this Time Twelve- 
Month : And, with Grief I find, that it is 
more glorious at Athens, to be complaifant to 
Knaves, than co fave the publick Ireafure." 
By this Declaration, he filene'd all the publick 
Plunderers, and gain'd the Efteem of all good 
Men. 

Such were the Characters of thefe two illuftri- 
ous Athenians ; who began to exert their extenfive 
Merit, when Darius firft turned his Arms againft 
Greece, 

Before that Prince would directly engage in this 
Enterprize, he judg'd it expedient, to found the 
Grecians 5 and to learn how thofe different Nations 
ftood a/Fe£ted towards him. With this View, he 
fent Heralds into all the feveral Parts of Greece, 
to require Earth and Water, in his Name j which 
was the Form us'd by the Per pans, when they 
exacted Submiffion from any Nation, thcydcflgned 
to bring under their Subjection. On the Arrival 
of thefe Heralds, many or the Grecian Cities dread- 
ing the Power of the Per/fans 9 comply 'd with their 
Demands : As did alfo the Inhabitants oi /Egina, 
a little Ifle, over- againft, and not far from Athens. 
This Proceeding or the ZEftinians was look'tl upon 
as a publick Treafon. Accordingly, the Atheni- 
ans reprefented the Matter to the Spartans; who 
immediately fent Cleomenes B one of their King 4 :, 
to apprehend the Authors of that DifloyaJty : But 
the People of ALvina refund to give them up. 
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under Pretence, that he came without his Cot 
league : This Colleague was Dcmaratus ; who 
had himfelf luggettcd that Excufe to the Mg$. 
nians. 

Hereupon, as foon as Cleomenes was rcturn'd to 
5 'part a, in order to be revenged on Demur at Us f 0c 
that AHront, he endeavour'd to get him depose] 
as not being of the Royal Family : And he f Uc * 
cecded in his Attempt, through the A Alliance of 
the Prieltefs of Dclphos, whom he had fuborrt'd 
to give an Anfwer, favourable to his Defigns* 
upon which, Demaratus, not being able to digclfc 
fo ignominious an Affront, banifh'd himfelf from 
his Country, and rctir'd to Darius, who receiv'd 
him with open Arms, and gave him a confide- 
rable Settlement in c PerJia. 

He was fucceeded in the Throne by Leotyc hides t 
who join'd his Colleague; and went along with 
him to JEgina, from whence they brought a way 
ten of the principal Inhabitants, and committed 
them to the Cuftody of the Athenians, their de* 
clared Enemies, But, Cleomenes dying not long 
after; and the Fraud he had committed at Dd- 
phos being difcover'd, the Lacedemonians en- 
deavour'd to oblige the People of Athens to fee 
their ALginian Prifoners at Liberty; which they 
refused. 

In the mean While, the Perjian Heralds, who 
went to Sparta and Athens, were not fo favou- 
rably received, as thofe, who had been fent co 
the other Cities. One of them was thrown into a 
Well, and the other into a deep Ditch ; and were 
bid to take thence Earth and Water. We mould 
be lefs furpriz'd at this unworthy Treatment, if 
Athens alone had been concern'd in it. It was 
a Proceeding fuitable enough to a popular Govern- 
ment, which is raflt, impetuous, and violent; 
where Reafon is feldorn hearken'd to, and every 
Thing is determined by Pafllon : But, we do not find 
any.Thing in this Conduit, agreeable to the Spar- 
tan Equity and. Gravity. 

They were at Liberty to refufe what was de- 
manded : But, to treat publick Officers in fueh a 
Manner, was an open Violation of the Law of 
Nations; and, if what the Hiftorians fay on this 
Head be true, the Crime did not remain unpu- 
nifiVd. Talth)bius 7 one of Agamemnon's Heralds, 
was honour'd at Sparta, as a God, and had a 
Temple there : He revenged the Indignities done 
to the Heralds of the King of Perfia ; and made 
the Spartans feel the Effects of his Wrath, by 
bringing many terrible Accidents upon them. J/i 
order to appcafc him, and expiate their Often a*, 
they fent, afterwards, feveral of their chief Cici- 
zens into Perfia ; who voluntarily offcr'd them- 
felves, as Victims for their Country : They were 
delivcr'd into the Hands of Xerxes ; who wou'u 1 
not let them fuflfer, but fent them back to their 
own Country. As for the Athenians, Taithybhs 
executed his Vengeance on the- Family of Alild* 1 ' 
des ; who was principally concern'd in the Out* 
rage, committed upon the Heralds of Darius. 

In Return thereof, that Prince fent away. "[ 
all Hafte, Dot is and A/taphcrne<, whom he h'jJ 
appointed Generals, in the Room of Mardanitts j 
Their fnflrru£lions were, to give up Eretria a/ 14 * 
A them to be pJundcr'd \ to burn all the Hon^ 
find Temples therein; to make all the fnhabicfl» w 
of both Places Prifonern, and to fend them to Su* 

fa; for which Parpofe, they went provided With * 

great 
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cat Number of Chains and Fetters ; To which 
End, they fet Sail with a Fleet of five, or fix 
hundred Ships, and an Army of five hundred 

Thoufand Men- 
After making themfelves Matters of moft of the 
Iflcs in the Mgean Sea, which chey did without 
Pifficulty, they turn'd their Courfe towards Ere- 
tria> a Town in Euboea ; which they took, after 



a 

of 



Siege of feven Days, by the Treachery of fome 
the principal Inhabitants : They reduc'd the 



whole Town to Afhes, put ail the People they 
found therein in Chains, and fent them to Perfia, 
in Obedience to the King's Commands : As much 
jncens'd, however, as Darius was, contrary to their 
Expectation, he treated the Captives with great 
Humanity j arid gave them a Village in Cijfia, to 
dwell in, which was but a Day's Journey from 
Sufa-i and where Apollonius Tyanaus found fome 
of their Descendants, fix Hundred Years after- 
wards. 

After this Succefs at Eretria, the Perftans ad- 
vanced towards Attica ^ and Hippias conduced 
them to Marathon, a litde Town by the Sea-fide. 
They took Care to acquaint the Athenians with 
the Fate of Eretria ; and to let them know, that 
not an Inhabitant of that Place had efcap'd their 
Vengeance ; in Hopes, that this News would in- 
duce them to furrender immediately. In the mean 
While, Che Athenians had fent to Lacedamon> to 
defire Succours againft the common Enemy; which 
the Spartans granted them inftantly, and without 
Deliberation; but which could not fet out till 
fome Days after, on Account of an ancient Cuf- 
tom, and a fuperftitious Maxim amongft them, 
which did not allow them to begin a March before 
the Full of the Moon. Not one of their other 
Allies prepar'd to fuccour them; fo great Terror 
had the formidable Army of the Perfians fpread 
on every Side : The Inhabitants of Plataa alone 
furnifh'd them with a Thoufand Soldiers : In this 
Extremity the Athenians were obliged to put their 
Slaves in Arms, which had never oeen done there 
before this Occafion. 

The Perfian Army, commanded by Datis, con- 
fifted of near five hundred Thoufand Foot, and 
ten Thoufand Horfe; and that of the Athenians 
amounted, in all, but to ten Thoufand Men. This 
was led by ten Generals, of whom Miltiades was 
chief; and thefe ten were to have the Command 
of the whole Army, each for a Day, one after 
another. There was a great Difpute among thefe 
Officers, whether they fhould rifque an Engage, 
mcni in the Field, or wait for the Enemy's com- 
ing into the Town. The latter Opinion prevail'd 
with great Odds, and appear'd very reafonable ; 
for, what Appearance or Succefs could there be, 
in going out with an Handful of Soldiers, to 
meet fo numerous, and formidable an Army, as 
the Perfians ? Mi it lades, however, declared for the 
contrary Opinion ; and fhew'd, that the only Way 
J° raife the Courage of their own Troops, and to 
fljike a Terror into thofe of the Enemy, was, to 
advance boldly towards them, with an Air of 
<-onfidence and Intrepidity. Ariflides ftrenuoufly 
defended this Opinion; and brought over to it 
jomc of the other Commanders ; lo that, when 
ne Suffrages came to be taken, they were equally 
^vuled. Hereupon, Miltiades addrefs'd hirnfclf 
x *Galhmacbus% who was then Polemarchus, a Ma- 
eutratc of Importance* and had a Right of vo- 




ting, as well as the ten Commanders. He very 
warmly reprefented to him, that the Fate of their 
Country was then in his Hands ; that his fingle 
Vote was to determine, whether Athens fhould 
preferve her Liberty, or fall into Slavery 5 and 
that he had it in his Power, by one Word, to be- 
come as famous, as Harmodius and A rift >giton y the 
prime Authors of that Liberty, which t:ie Atheni- 
ans enjoy'd. Then Callimackus gave this Vote 
in Favour of the Opinion of Miltiades ; and accor- 
dingly, a Battle was refolv'd upon. 

In the mean While, Ariftides, reflecting, that 
a Command, which changes every Day, muft ne- 
ceflarily be weak, unequal, not of a Piece, often 
contrary to itfelf ; and incapable, either of pro- 
jecting, or executing any Defi/ns with Regularity; 
was of Opinion, that theii Danger was both too 
great, and too prefix ng, for them to expofe their 
Affairs to fuch Inconveniences. In order to pre- 
vent them, he judg'd it neceiTary to veft the 
whole Power in one finale Perfon : And that he 
might prevail with his Colleagues, he himfelf 
ave the firft Example of Refignation. When the 
ay came, on which it was his Turn to command, 
he refig-i'd his Privilege to Miltiades 7 as to a 
more able and experiene'd Commander than him- 
felf : Accordingly, the other Generals did the 
fame; all Sentiments of Jealoufy giving Way to 
the Love of the publick Good : A nd, by this 
Day's Behaviour, we may learn, that it is almoft 
as glorious, to acknowledge Merit in other Per- 
fons, as to have it one's felf. 

Miltiades, however, thought fit to wait till his 
own Day came; then, like an able Captain, he 
endeavour'd, by the Advantage of the Ground, to 
gain what he wanted in Strength, and Number. 
He ranged his Army at the Foot of a Mountain, 
that the Enemy fhould not be able either to fur- 
round them, or to attack them behind. To this 
End, he had caus'd Numbers of large Trees to 
be fell'd; which he plac'd as a Barrier, on the 
two Sides of his Army, in order to cover his 
Flanks, and render the Perfian Cavalry ufelefs. 
Accordingly, Datis, their Commander, was very 
fenfible, that the Place was not favourable for 
him : But, relying upon the Number of hisTroops, 
which was, beyond all Comparifon, fuperior to 
that of the Athenians ; and, not being willing to 
ftay, till a Reinforcement of Spartans came up, 
he determin'd to engage. 

The Athenians did not wait for their coming to 
attack them : As foon as the Signal for the Battle 
was given, they ran againft the Enemy with all 
the Fury imaginable. The Perfians look'd upon 
this firft Step of the Athenians, as a Piece of Mad- 
nefs; confidering their Army was fo final 1, and 
utterly deftitute both of Cavalry, and Archers : 
But they were cjuickly undeceiv'd. Herodotus 
obferves, that this wai the firft Time the Greci- 
ans began an Engagement, by running in this 
Manner; which may feem fomewhat aftonifhing. 
In Effect, there was great Reafon to apprehend, 
that their Running would, in fome Meafure, 
weaken the Troops, and blunt the Edge of their 
firft Impecuofity ; and that the Soldiers, having 
their Ranks broken, might be out of Breath, 
fpent, and in Diforder, when they came to the 
Enemy; who, waiting to receive them, in a 
fteddy Pofture, and without ftirring, muft, one 
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cfrape, or thofe, who were deflroyM with t] tl 
Ships Jet on Fire. 

TV mo nit the Rcjl, Hi f pi as was kilPd in this 
Battle : That: ungrateful, and perfidious Citizen, 
in order to recover the unjuft Dominion, ulurp\j 
by his Father, *tijijlratus, over the Athenians, had 
the Bafenefs to become a fcrvilc Courtier to a Ba r * 
barian Prince ; and to implore his Succour againft 
his native Country. Being pufh'd on by Hatred 
and Revenge, he fuggefred all the Ways he could 
invent, to bring his Fellow-Citizens into Fetter*; 
and even put hi mi elf at the Head of their Enc» 
mies, with a Defign to reduce that City to Aihes, 
to which he ow'd his Birth ; and againlt which he 
had no other Ground of Complaint, than that ft c 
would not ackowledge him for her Tyrant. Ji n 
ignominious Death, together with an everlafting 
Infamy cntail'd upon his Name, was the juft Re- 
compence of fo black a Treachery. 

Immediately after the Battle, an AthcnianSol 
dier, ft ill reeking in the Blood of the Enemy, dil'- 
engaged himfelt from the Army, and ran with 
all his Might to Athens, to carry to his Fellow- 
Citizens the happy News of the Victory. When 
he arriv'd at the Magiftratc's, he only uttcr'd 
thefe two or three Words, Rejoice, rejoice, th 
Victory is ours ; and fell down dead at their Feet 
As for the Perftayis, they had thought them- 
felves fo fure ' of Victory, that they had brought 
Marble to Marathon, in order to erc& a Trophy 
there. The Grecians took this Marble, and causM 
a Statue to be made of it by Phidias, in Honour 
of the Goddefs Ncmefis-, who had a Temple near 
the Place, where the Battle was fought. 

In the mean While, the Per/tan Fleet, inftead 
of failing by the lilands, in order to re-enter A- 
Jru, doubled the Cape of Sunium ; with the Defign 
of furprizing Athens, before the Athenian Forces 
ihould arrive there to defend the City. But the 
latter had the Precaution to march thither with 
nine Tribes, to fecure their Country; and per- 
form 'd their March with fo much Expedition, 
that they arriv'd there the fame Day. The Dh- 
tance from Marathon to Athens is about forty 
Miles; which was a great Way for an Army, that 
had juft undergone a long, and fierce Engage- 
ment ; by this Diligence, however, the Defign oi 
their Enemies mifcarry'd, and Athens was pre- 

ferv'd. 

Ariftides, the only General, who ftay'd at 
ration with his Tribe, to take Care of the Spoil, 
and Prisoners, afted fuitably to the good Opinion, 
that was entertained of him. For, though Gold, 
and Silver, were fcactercd* about in Abundance, 
throughout the Enemy's Camp ; and though all the 
Tents, as well as Galleys, that were taken, were 
full of rich Cloaths, and coftly . Furniture, and 
Trcafurc of all Kinds to an immenfe Value, I* 
not only was not tempted to embezzle any of it 
himfelf, but hindered e very-body elfe from touch- 
ing it. 

An foon as the Day of the full Moon was over, 
the Lacedemonians began their March with two 
Thoufand Men; and,. having travelled with : lU 
imaginable Expedition, arrived in Attica, an" 
three Days hard marching : Now the Length <» 
the Way from Sparta to Attica was no lels i»: M * 
twelve hundred Stadia, or one hundred and h ,{ >' 



would think, be in a Condition to fuftain their 

On fee advantacioully. 

This Confederation engaged Powpey, at the 

Battle oiPharj'alia, to keep hi* Troops in a ileddy 
Poilure; and "to forbid them making any Motion, 
till the Enemy made the fir ft Attack :^ But Cajar 
blames Pcmpi Ts Conduct, in this Particular, aiul 
gives this Rcflfon for it: That the Impetuofity of 
the Motion of an Army, in running to engage, 
infpires the Soldiers Souls with a certain Enthuh- 
afm, and martial Fury; that it gives an additional 
Force to their Blows; and that it increafes, and 
inflames their Courage ; which, by the rapid Mo- 
tion of fo many Thoufand Men together, is ani- 
mated, and blown up, if we may ufc that Expref- 
fion, as a Fire is by Wind, or Air. We leave it, 
however, to the Gentlemen of that Profefiion, to 
decide the Point between thofe two great Com- 
manders, and return to our Subject. # 
• The Battle was very fierce, and obftinate. Mil- 
tiaJcs had made the Wings of his Army exceeding., 
ltrono-, but had left the main Body more weak, 
and lefs thick; the Reafon of which fcems pretty 
manifeft. Having but ten Thoufand Men to fet 
in Oppoikion to inch a numerous and vaft Army, 
it was impoilible for him either to make a large 
Front, or to give an equal Depth to his Battalions. 
He was obliged, therefore, to take his Choice : And 
he imagin'd, that he could r.o otherwife gain the 
Victory*, than by the Efforts he fhould make with 
his two Wings, in order to break through, and 
rout fie Wing* of the Pofians: Not doubting, 
bur, when his Wings were once victorious, they 
would be able to attack the Enemy's main Body 
in Flank, and complcae the Victory, without 
much Difficulty. This was the fame Plan, as 
Hannibai folio w'd afterv.ards, at the Battle of 
CannM; which fuccecded very well with him; and 
which, indeed, can fcarcc ever fail of fuccced- 

in£. 

The Perfians then attack'd the main Body of 
the Grecian Army, and made their greaecft Ef- 
forts, particularly upon their Front. This was 
led by Arijiicks and Thcmiji x ocles\ who fupportcd 
it a long Time, with an intrepid Courage and 
Bravery; but were, at length, obliged to give 
Ground. At that very Intrant, came up their two 
victorious Wings, which had defeated thofe of the 
Enemy, and put them to Might. Nothing could 
be more fcafonable for the Body of the Grecian 
Army ; which began to be broken, being quite 
opprdi'd with the Number of the Perfians, The 
Scale was quickly turnVl, and the Barbarian f were 
entirely routed. They all betook thcmfclvcs to 
their Heels, and fled, not towards their Camp, 
but to their Ships, that they might make their 
Efcapej and the Athenians purfued them thither, 
and let many of their Veil els on Fire. 

On this Occafion it was, that Cyntfgyrus, one of 
the Athenian Soldiers, who had taken Hold of a 
Veffel, in order to get into it with the Run-aware, 
having firfr had his Right- Hand, and then his 
Left, cut oil' with a Hatchet, would not ftill let 
go, but to,,J< Hold with his Teeth ; fo eager was 
he to del troy the \*.\\cu\)\T he Athenians took feven 
of their Ships : '/'hey had not above two hundred 
Men kill'd on their Side in this Engagement; 
where a::, on I lie Side of the Perjians, there were 
a!.o/c fix ihot.find ilain, without reckoning thofe, 
who fell into the Sea, as they endeavour 'd 10 



Knirlijh Miles. The Battle was fought the JW 
before they arrived : However, the v proceed 



they proccc 
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to Marathon, where they found the Field:; covcr'd 
with dead Bodies, and with Riches; wherefore, 
after having ^ congratulated the Athenians on the 
happy Succefs of the Battle, they returned to their 
own Country. 

They were hindred by a foolifh, arid ridiculous 
Supcrlrition, from having a Share in the molt glo- 
rious Aciion recorded in Hiffcory. For, it is, al- 
molt, a Thing unheard of, that luch a fmall Hand- 
ful of Men, as the Athenians were, fhould not only 
make Head againli: fo numerous an Army, as that 
of the Pctjrans, but fhould entirely rout, and de- 
feat them. One is altonifh'd, to fee fo formidable 
a Power attack fo fmail a City, and mifcarry 5 
and we are, almoft, tempted to disbelieve the 
Truth of an Event, that appears fo. improbable 5 
and which, nevertheless, is very certain, and un- 
qucftionable. 

This Battle alone (hews, what wonderful Things 
may be pcrform'd by an able General, who knows 
how to take his Advantages ; by the Intrepidity of 
Soldiers, who are not afraid of Death ; by a Zeal 
for one's Country j the Love of Liberty ; an Ha- 
tred, and Deteftation of Slavery, and Tyranny; 
which were Sentiments natural to the Athenians? 
but, undoubtedly, very much augmented, and in- 
flamed in them, by the very Prefencc of Hippias\ 
whom they dreaded to have again for theirMalter, 
after all that had pafs'd between them. 

Plato, in more Places than one, makes ic his 
Bulinefs to extol the Battle of Marathon-, and en- 
deavours to make that Action be look'd upon, as 
the Source, and original Caufe, of all the Victo- 
ries gain'd afterwards : And, doubtlefs, it was 
this Victory, deprived the Per/tan Power of that 
Terror, which bad render'd them fo formidable, 
and made every Thing ftoop before them. It was 
this Victory taught the Grecians how to know 
their own Strength; and not tremble before an 
Enemy, who had nothing terrible but the Name; 
which made them find, by Experience, Victory 
does not depend fo much upon the Number, as 
the Courage of Troops ; that fet before their 
Eyes, in a mo ft confpicuous Light, the Glory there 
is in facrificing our Lives, in Defence of our 
Country, and for the Prefervation of our Liberty; 
and laitly, that infpircd them, through the whole 
Courfe of fucceeding Ages, with a noble Emula- 
tion, and warm Ambition, to imitate their An- 
ceftors, and not degenerate from their Valour. 
I* or, on all important Occaiions, ic was cuftomary 
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imall Army of Heroes, whofe Intrepidity and Bra- 
very had done fo much Honour to Jthens. 

Thofe who were flnin in the Battle, had all the 

M° n ? Ur lmrnccliat:cl y P»»d them, due to their 
Merit. Illulrrious Monuments were erected to 
them., in the very Place where the Battle was 
"Night; upon which their own Names, and that 
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fider'd. t€ Formerly (fav ; ; iv, fpei.!:i 
*' Romans) our Anceltors rewarded V ; 1 r»:'.* by 
<c Marks of Diltindion, non irately, or tu*jr if: - 
f * cent, but fuch as were ra'clv »r'n r,, .l, • ' fir 
** thac very Rcafon, were ' '** Ay cueemcd ; 
te whereas, now they are fo common, tb<*~ a re 
" held in no Elfccem. The fan^ \ ... ^ happened 
(adds he) among the At hi hiui:s. All t! c Mo- 



te 



nour paid to ^liltiades, the great Deliverer of 
Athens, and of all Gicccc, was in a Picture of 
te the Battle Marathon, drawn by Order of the 
cc Athenians, where he was reprefenced at the Head 
<e of the Ten Commanders, exhorting the Soldi- 
" crs, and fetting them an Example of their Du- 
" ty. But this lame People, in later Ages, being 
" grown more powerful, and corrupted by the 
c< Flatteries of their Orators, decreed three" hun- 
" died Statues to Demetrius Pha/erctts," 

Plutarch makes t h e ] a m c R e fl ev t i o n , a nd w : fe I y 
obfervesj " "i he Honour, which is paid to wrea: 
*' Men, ought not to be look'd upon as the Re- 
" ward of their illulrrious Acliorcj bun oi:!v as a 
< c Mark of the Eifccrn of them, whercor' 1-ch 
ec Monuments are intended to perpetuate the 
" Memory." It is not, then, the £:aie-i:-cfs or 
Magnificence of publick Moni;mc\t'-, which give; 
them their Value, or makes them .lurable,*" but 
the fin cere Gratitude of thole, v. ho erect t! jm. 
The three hundred Statues of Denutriu.. Vk.:.\n.-u 
were all broken down, etcn in his own Life- 
Time; but, the Picture, in which the Couragj, 
and Conduct of MiltiaJes, was repre.'er.t.d, vTas 
preferred many Ages afrcr him. 

This Pidture was kept at Athens, in a Gallery, 
adorn'd, and enrich'd with different Paintings; all 
excellent in their Kind, and done by the greateft 
Mafters; which, for that Reafon, was called, Fo- 
ceile, that is, Variety. The celebrated "Folsgnotus, 
a Native of the file of Tha/hs, and one of the 
fined Painters of his Time, painted this Picture; 
or, at leait, the greatelr Part of it; and, as he 
valued himfelf upon his Honour, and was more 
attached to Glory than Intereit, he drew it Gta.'is, 
and would not receive any Rccompcr.ce.. The 
City ot'Athensy therefore, rewarded him with a 
Sort of Coin, which was more acceptable to his 
Tafte; by procuring an Order from t h e :r.j)h\ 



ens, to appoint him a publick Lodging in the 
City, where he might live, as long as'hc plea- 
fed. 

The Gratitude of the dthcuhni towards Milt:- 



among them, to put the People in Mind of Mil- ades was of no very long Duration : After the 
tiades, ' and his invincible 1 roop ; that is, of a Battle of Marathon, he clenVd, and obtain'd the 



Command of a Fleet of feventy Ships, in order 
to punifh, and fubdue the Jflands, that had fa- 
vour'd the Karbarians* Accordingly, he reduced 
fcveral of them : But, having had ill Succefs in 
the Ifle of Paros\ and, upon a falfe Report of the 



Arrival of the Fleet of the Enemy, having raijAi 

ft f :l ^ T.",-"T V * w *" WIJ4,U chc Sic 5 c which he had laid to the capital City of 

w tne in be, to which they reJpcchvely belong'd, that liiand, wherein he had received a very dr 
vere recorded. There were three ditrinft Setts of ecrous Wound; on his Return to Athens wi 
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Monuments fcptuately fct up, one for the s/tbeni- his Fleet, he was there impeaehM by a Citizen. 

««, another tor the VUUam\ and ji third for the call'd Xattthitfusx who accufed hini of having 

Slaves, whom they had admitted amonnr their Sol- :j ' ' m " 13 
«wn, on that Oee.afion. The Tomb of Mi/ti.uUs 
wa« afterwards ercfted in the fame PIncu. 

II*. I ■ i 1 . V t 



whut 
flieh 



■ Kellec>ion, Cornelius A r c/>os make-i upon 
Jt the Athenians did to honour the Memory of 
ll,t '<-neral, deferves to be rcmark'd, and coih 



railed the Siege, through Treachery, and in Con- 
sideration of a great Sum of Money given him 
by the King of ftr/fr. 

As little Probability as there was in this Accu- 
fition, ic, neverthelefs, prevailed againll the Nfe- 
nt, and Innocence of iMiltiades. He wa< cor- 

deiiin'd 
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demn'd to lofe his Life, and to be thrown into 
the Barathrum, the Place, inco which chcir greateft 
Criminals and Malefactors were condemn'd to be 
calf > and tkough the Magiftrate oppos'd the 
Execution of fo unjutt a Sentence, all the Fa- 
vour, that was fliewn to this Deliverer of his Coun- 
try, was to have the Sentence of Death commuted 
into a Penalty of fifty Talents, about TenThou- 
fand Pounds; being the Sum to which the Expences 
of the Fleet, that had been equipp'd upon his 
Solicitation, and Advice, amounted ; and not be- 
being rich enough to pay this Sum, he was put 
into Prifon, andT there dy'd of the Wound he had 
received in Paros. Cimon, his Son, who was, at 
this Time, very young, fignaliz'd his Piety on this 
Occafion ; as we lhall find, in the Sequel, he did 
his Courage afterwards. He purchas'd the Per- 
mifiion of burying his Father's Body, by paying 
the Fine of rifcy Thoufand Crowns, in which he 
had been condemn'd ; which Sum the young Man 
rais'd, as well as he could, by the Ailxltancc ot 
his Friends and Relations. 

Upon this Head, Cornelius Nepos obferves, with 
great Probability; that the Athenians were indue'd 
to aft in this Manner to Miltiades, only on Ac- 
count of his great Merit, and Reputation. This 
made the People, who were but lately deliver'd 
from the Yoke of Slavery under Pifijlratus, ap- 

Erehend, that Miltiades, who had been Tyrant 
efore in the Chcrfonefus, might defire to be the 
fame at Athens ; wherefore, they chofe rather to 
punilh an innocent Perfon, than to have fuch a 
perpetual Occafion of Fear before them. To this 
fame Principle was the Inftitution of thzOJlracifm 
at Athetis owing ; which made Valerius A/aximus, 
in fpeaking of the Banifhment of Arijlides, cry 
out, with great Reafon, 0 happy Republic k ! which, 
after having fo bafely treated the melt virtuous 
Alan, who ever belonged to it, was ftiil able 
to find any good Man, or any Citizen, zealoufly, 
and faithfully attach'd to her Service Felices A- 
thenas, qua, pqft illius exilium, cum quo tunc ipfa 
Sanclitas migravit, invenire aliquem, out fir rem bo- 
num, aut dmantem fui Civem potuerunt. 

As foon as the News of the Defeat of his Army 
at Marathon, reached the Ears of Darius, he was 
incenfed to the higheft Degree ; however, that 
bad Succcfs was fo far from difcouraging, or di- 
verting him, from carrying on the War againft 
Grcec.y that it only ferv'd to fpur him on to pur- 
fuc it with the greater Vigour ; in order to be re- 
venged, at the fame Time, for the burning of 
Sardis, and for the Di {honour incurr\l at Mara- 
thon. Accordingly, he dctcrmin'd to march, in 
Perfon, with all his Forces; wherefore, he iffued 
out Orders to all his Subjects, in the feveral Pro- 
vinces of his Empire, to arm thcmfelves for this 
Expedition. 

However, after having fpent three Years in 
making the necctfary Preparations, he had another 
War to carry on, occasioned by the Revolt of 
Eg) pi i and it feems to appear, by what we read 
in Diodorus Sicuhs, that Darius went thither him- 
felf to quell it, and fucceeded therein. For, that 
Hiftorian relates, upon this Prince's defirjng to 
have his Statue placed before that of Sefq/lris, the 
chief Prieit of the Egyptians told him, He had not 
yet equalled the Glory of that Conqueror ; and that 
the King, without being ofFcndcd at the Egyptian 



Pricft's Freedom, made Anfwer, " That he wouI ( j 
ft endeavour to iurpafs it." 

Diodorus adds farther, that Darius, detefring 
the impious Cruelty, which his Predeceflbr, Cam 
byfes, had exercifed in that Country, fhew'd great 
Reverence for their Gods, and their Temples 9 that 
he had leveral Converfations with the Egyptij? t 
Priefts upon Matters of Religion and Government ; 
and that, having learnt of them, with what Gentle- 
nefs their ancient Kings ufed to treat their Subjects, 
he endeavour'd, after his Return into Per/ia, to 
form himfclf upon their Model. But Herodotu^ 
more worthy of Belief, in this Particular, than 
Diodorus, only obferves, this Prince, refolvirg 
at once to chaftife his revolted Subjects, and to be 
avenged of his ancient Enemies, determined to 
make War againft both at the fame Time; and 
to attack Greece, in Perfon, with the Bulk of his 
Army; whilft the Reft of it was cmploy'd in 
chafti zing the Revolt of the Egyptians. 

According to an ancient Cuftom among the 
Per [tans, their King was not alio w'd to go to War, 
without firft naming the Perfon, who fhould fuc- 
ceed him in theThrone; aCuftom wifely eftablifh- 
ed, to prevent the State's being expofed to the 
Troubles, which generally attend an unfetded Sue- 
ceflion ; or to the Inconveniences of Anarchy, and 
to the Cabals of various Pretenders- Da ius, 
before he undertook his Expedition againft Greece, 
thought himfelf the more obliged to observe this 
Rule, as he was already advanced in Years; and, 
as there was a DirYerence between two of his Sons, 
about fuccceding to the Empire 5 which Difference 
might occafion a Civil War after his Death, if 
he left it undetermin'd. 

He had three Sons by his firft Wife, the Daugh- 
ter of Gobryas -y all born before their Father came 
to the Crown; and four more by ^tojf a, the Daugh- 
ter of Cyrus, who were all born after their Fa- 
ther's Acceflion to the Throne, drtabazanes, cal- 
led by Jujlin, Artamcnes, was the eldeft of the 
former ; and Xerxes of the latter, drtabazanes 
alledg'd in his own Behalf, that, as he was the 
cldelt of all the Brothers, the Right of Succeflion, 
according to the Cuftom, and Practice of all Na- 
tions, bng'd to him, preferably to any other. 
The Argument of Xerxes was, that, as he was the 
Son of Darius by ^tojfa, the Daughter of Cyrus, 
who founded the Per/ian Empire, it was more jutt, 
that the Crown of Cyrus mould devolve upon 
one of his Defendants, than upon one, who was 
not. 

D em a rat us, a Spartan King, unjuftly depofed 
by his Subjects, and at this Time in Exile at the 
Court of Perjia, fecretly fuggefted to Xerxes, an- 
other Argument to fupport his Pretentions : That 
jfrtabazanes was, indeed, the eldeft Son of Da" 
riusy but he, Xerxes, was the eldeft Son of the 
King; and thcrc(ore,^rtabazancs being born, when 
his hather was but a private Perfon, all he could 
pretend to, on Account of his Seniority, was only 
to inherit his private Kftatc; whereas, Xerxes, be- 
ing the firft-born Son of the King, had the beft 
Right to fuccced to the Crown. He farther fup- 
ported this Argument, by the Example of the 
Lacedemonians , who admitted none to inherit the 
Kingdom, but thofe Children, who were born af- 
ter their Father's Acceflion. The Right of 

rmin'd in Favour of 

Ju/thh 



ceeding was, accordingly, d 
Xerxes, who was the youngeft. 




The HIS TORI 

Juftin, and Plutarch, place this Difpute after 
the Deccafe of Darius j and both take Notice of 
the prudent Conduct of thefe two Brothers, on fo 
nice an Occafion. According to their Manner of 
relating this Fact, sfrtabazanes was abfent, when 
the King died ; and Xerxes immediately put on all 
the^Badges of Royalty > and exercifed the Functions 
belonging to the regal Office. But upon his Bro- 
ther's returning home, he quitted the Diadem and 
the Tiara, went out to meet him, and fhew'd 
him all imaginable Civility. They agreed then 
to make their Uncle, Artabanes, the Arbitrator 
of their Difference ; and without any farther Ap- 
peal, to acquiefce with his Decifion. Their Dif- 
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It is of him the Holy Scriptures fpeak, 
when they fay, that he did nothing without con- 
fulting the Wifemen of his Court. 

He was not afraid of expofing his Perfon in Bat- 
tle, and was always cool, even in the Heat of 
Action : He faid of himfelf, that the mod im- 



pute was fo brotherly, that neither he that gained 
it, infulted ; nor he that loft it, grieved ; but, dur- 
ing the very Time it was depending, they fent 
prefents, and made Entertainments for each other ; 
where, not only Chearfulnefs reigned, but all 
Manner of Diftruft was banifhed. Nor, when 
Judgment was given, was there any Appeal from 
it, or any Reproaches. With fo much more Mo- 
deration, fays Jujiin y did Brothers then divide 
the greateft Kingdoms, than they do now a fmall 
Patrimony. 

Accordingly, when jirtdbanes gave Judgment 
in Favour of Xerxes, his Competitor, the very 
iame Inftant, proftrated himfelf before him, ac- 
knowledging him for his Mafter, and placed him 
upon the Throne with his own Hand : By which 
Proceeding he fhewed a Greatnefs of Soul, truly 
xoyal, and infinitely, fuperior to all human Digni- 
ties. Nor was this ready acquiefcing with a Sen- 
tence, fo contrary to his Interefts, the Effect of an 
artful Policy in Artabazanes ; which knows how to 
diuemble upon Occafion, and to draw Honour to 
itfeif, from an Accident, it could not prevent : 
No 5 it proceeded from a real Refpect for the 
Laws; a fincere Affection for his Brother ; and an 
Indifference for that, which fo warmly inflames 
the Ambition of moft Men, and fo frequently fets 
the neareft Relations at War with one another. 
For his Part, he, all his Life, continued firmly 
attached to the Interefts of Xerxes; and profecuted 
them with fo much Ardour and Zeal, that he loft 
his Life, in his Service, at the Battle of Salami s. 

But, at what Time foever this Difpute ought 
to be placed, it is evident, Darius could not exe- 
cute the double Expedition he was mediating j the 
one againft Egypt, and the other againft Greece ; 
and that he was prevented by Death, from purfu- 

w% that Projeft. The length of his Reign was 
thirty-fix Years. 6 

This Prince had many excellent Qualities, but 
which W ere accompanied with great Failings ; and 
tnc Kingdom felt the Effects both of the one and 
the other. For fuch is the Condition of Princes ; 
tney neither act, nor live for themfelvcs alone. 
Whatever they are, either good, or evil, they 
a « tor their People ; and the interefts of the one 
and the other are infeparablc. 

Darius had a great Fund of Gentlenefs, Equity. 
^ emency, and Kindncfs for his People : He lov- 



minent and prelling Danger ferved only to increafe 
his Courage, and his Prudence : In a Word, there 
have been few Princes more expert than he, in 
the Art of Governing, or more experienced in :h 
Science of War. Nor was the Glory ot be 
a Conqueror, if that may be called a Glory, w; 
ing to his Character : For he not only refto. 
and entirely fecured the Empire of Cyrus, whic* 
had been very much fhaken by the ill Conduct of 
Cambyfss and the Magian Impoftor j but he like- 
wife added many great and rich Paovinces to it; 
and particularly India, Thrace, Macedonia, and 
the I Acs that lie contiguous to the Coafts of Ionia. 

But fometimes thefe his good Qualities were 
obfcured by Failings, of a quite oppofite Nacure. 
For Inftance, do we fee any Traces of the ufual 
Lenity and Humanity of Darhts, in his Treat- 
ment of that unfortunate Father, who defired the 
Favour of him to leave him one of his three Sons 
at Home, while the other two followed him 
in his Expedition ? Was there ever an Occafion, 
wherein he had more -need of Counfel, than when 
he formed the Defign of making War upon the 
Scythians? And could any one give more prudent 
Advice, than what his Brother gave him on that 
Occafion ? But he would not follow it. Does there 
appear in that whole Expedition any Mark of 
Wifdom, or Prudence? What do we fee in all 
that Afiair, but a Prince, intoxicated with his 
Greatnefc, who fancies, there is nothing in the 
World, that can refift him ; and whofe foolilh 
Ambition to fignalize himfelf by an extraordinary 
Conqueft, had ftifled all the good Senfe, Judg- 
ment, and even military Knowledge, of which he 
was before poflefs'd ? But what was the folid Glory 
of this Princes Reign, was, his being chofen by 
God himfelf, as Cyrus had been before, to be the 
Inftrument of his Mercies towards his People, the 
declared Protector of the Ifraeiites, and the Re- 
ftorer of the Temple at Jerufalem. An Accounc 
of which is to be feen in the Book of Ezra> and 
in the Writings of the Prophets Haggai, and 
Zachariab. 

The Reign of his Son was not near fo long, 
fince it lafted but twelve Years, but it was full of 
great Events. The firft Year of his Reign was 
employ *d in carrying on the Preparations, begun 
by Darius, for the Reduction of Greece, and 
•Egypt* Fie like wife confirmed the Jews, at Jc- 
rufa/em in all the Privileges, granted them by his 
Father j and particularly that, which aligned them 
the Tribute of Samaria, for the fupplying them 
with Victims for the Temple- Worfhip. ' 

In the fecond Year of his Reign he marched a- 
gainft the Egyptians j and having reduced thofc 
Rebels, added co the Yoke before impoftd on 



cd Ti a- Jm ~"7 41 ** ™ iuv- them j and giving the Government of that Province 

Men? . e \ and "hefted the Laws: He eftcem'd to his Brother Jchamenes, returned about the lac- 
i^i nc> a M was careful to reward ic : He was not ter End of the Year to Sufa. Herodotus, the fa- 
mous Hiftorian, was born this fame Year, at Ha- 
ficamajfus, i n Caria. Fo r he w as fi ft y • th ree Yea rs 
old, when the P eloponneji an War broke our. 



r was carelul co reward ic : .He was noc 
for .° U i S 2 f his Rank or Authority, fo as to exaft a 
• cu w °maore. or to render himfelf inacccffiblc : 



•Mid n " 1 ? 9 rcnucr mmicii inacccillDlC j 

ami A? tW .' • % ndin e his own great Experience, 
« Abilities in Bufinefs, he would hearken to the 



Ad 



tuuities in Bufinefs, he would hearken to the fcJate with hii Succcfs againft the Egyptians* 
ol othcw > the Benefit of their Xerxes determined, in Imitation of his Father, to 
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tlirn his Arms againft the Grecians. (He did not 
intend, he laid, to buy any longer the Figs of ufttica, 
which weic very excellent , becaule he would eat 
no more ot* them, till he was Matter of the Coun- 
try.) However, before he engaged in an Enter- 
prise of that Importance, he thought proper to 
aflemble his Council, and take the Advice of all 
the great eft and molt illuftrious Perfons of his 
Court. 

When they were met, he laid before them the 
Defign he had of making War againft Greece ; and 
acquainted them with his Motives 5 which were, 
the Deflre of imitating the Examples of his Prede- 
ceifors, who had all of them diltinguifhed their 
Names, and their Reigns, by noble Enterprizes j 
the Obligation he was under to revenge the Info- 
lence of the Athenians, who had prefumed to fall 
upon Sardis, and reduced it to Ages; the Necef- 
fity he was under, to wipe off the Diflionour his 
Country had received at the Battle of Marathon 9 
and the ProfpeS of the great Advantages that 
might be reaped from this War; which would be 
attended with the Conquett of Europe, the moft 
rich and fertile Country in the Univerfe. He ad- 
ded farther, that this War had been refolved on 
by his Father Darius, and he meant only to fol- 
low and execute his Intentions; and concluded, 
with promifing ample Rewards to thofe, who 
fhould diftinguilh chemfelves by their Valour in 
that Expedition. 

Hereupon, Mardonius, the fame Perfon that 
had been fo unfuccefsful in the Reign of Darius, 
grown neither wifer, nor lefs ambitious, by his 
ill Succefs, and coveting extremely to have the 
Command of the Army, was the firft, who gave 
his Opinion. Accordingly, he began by extolling 
Xerxes above all the Kings, that had preceded 
him, and all thofe, that were to come after him. 
He then endeavoured to fliew, the indifpenfable 
Neceflity of avenging :he Diihonour done to the 
Perftan Name ; and difparaged the Grecians, re- 
presenting them as a cowardly, timorous People, 
without Courage, without Strength, or Experience 
in War. For a Proof of what he faid, he men- 
tioned his own Conqueft of Macedonia, which he 
mightily exaggerated 5 and fpofce of in a very 
vain, and oftentatious Manner, as if that People 
had fubmitted to him without any Refiftance. He 
prefumed even to allure the King, that not any 
of the Grecian Nations would venture to come out 
againft him, when he fhould march with all the 
rhc Forces of jifia ; or, if they had the Temerity 
ro prjVnt themlelves before him, they would learn, 
to rheir Colt, that the Perfians were the bravelfc 
ant) moll warlike Nation in the World. 

The reft of the Council perceiving that this flat- 
tering Difcourfe extremely plea fed Xerxes, not 
one of them would venture to contradict it ; but 
all kept fiJence ; which was an almoft unavoidable 
Confequence of his Manner of Proceeding. A 
Prince, when he propofes an Affair in Council, 
and really de fires, that every one fhould fpeak his 
true Sentiments, is extremely careful to conceal 
his own Opinion; that he may put no ConftraintA 
upon that of others, but leave them entirely at 
Lib- .y : On the Contrary, Xerxes had openly 
difeovered his own Inclination, or rather Resolu- 
tion, to undertake the War. When a Prince acts 
in this Manner, he will always find artful Flat- 
terer^ who, being eager to infinuatc thcmfelvcs. 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 



t< 
<* 
ft 

*t 
it 
it 



tt 



tt 
tt 
<t 



and to pleafe, and ever ready to comply with hi 
Paflions, will not fail to back his Opinion, by 
fpecious and plaufible Reafons ; whilft thofe, that 
would be capable of giving good Council, are rc- 
ftrained by Fear ; there being very few Courtiers 
who love their Prince well enough, and have alfo 
fufficient Courage to venture to difpleafe him, by 
difputing what they know will be agreeable to 
him. 

The exceflive Praifes, given by Mardonius to 
Xerxes, which is the ufuai Language of Flat- 
terers, ought to have render'd him lufpe&ed by 
that Monarch and made him apprehend, that un- 
ber an Appearance of Zeal for the Glory of his 
Prince, that Nobleman endeavoured to cloak his 
own Ambition, and his violent Defire of Com- 
manding the Army. But Flattery, which gene- 
rally lurks under fair Speeches, like a Serpent 
under Flowers, is fo far from difpleafing moft 
Princes, that it captivates, and charms them. They 
do not confider chat Men only flatter arid praife 
them, becaufe they believe them weak and vain 
enough, to fufFer themfelves to be deceived by 
Commendations, that bear no Proportion to their 
Merits and Actions. 

Accordingly* the! King's acting In this Manner, 
fhut the Mouths of all his Council, except Arta> 
banes, his Uncle, a frince very venerable for his 
Age and Prudence, who, in this general Silence, 
ipoke his Thoughts, with great Generofity, Free* 
dom, and Prudence, as follows, 49 Permit me, 
great Prince, " fays he, addrefling himfelf to 
Xerxes, " to deliver my Sentiments to you, on 
" this Occafion, with a Liberty fuitabie to my 
Age, and to your Interefts. When Darius, 
your Father and my Brothers firft thought of 
making War againft the Scythians, I u fed all 
my Endeavours to divert him from it I need 
not tell you what that Enterprixe coft, or what 
was the Succefs of it. The People you are go- 
ing to attack, are infinitely more formidable 
than the Scythians. The Grecians are efteem'd 
to have the very beft Troops* either for fight- 
ing by Land or by Sea. If the Athenians, alone, 
could defeat the numerous Army, commanded 
by Datis and Artaphernes, what ought we to 
expecl from all the Nations of Greece, united 
together? You defign to pafs from Afia into 
Europe, by laying a Bridge over the Sea : And 
what will become of us, if the Athenians , prov- 
ing victorious, fhould come up to this Bridge 
with their Fleet, and break it down ? I ftili 
tremble when I confider, that in the Scythian 
Expedition, the Life of the King your Father, 
and the Safety of all his Army, were reduced 
to depend upon the Fidelity of one fingfc 
Man ; and that if Hyftiaus the Milejian, had 
in Compliance with the ftrong Application 
made to him, confentcd to break the Bridge* 
which had been laid over the Danube, tn c 
Perfian Empire had been entirely ruined. P° 
not expofe vourfelf, Sir, to the like Danger* 
efpecially nnce you are not obliged todoic* 
Take Time, at leaft, to reflc£r upon it. When 
we have maturely deliberated upon an Affair 
whatever happens to be the Succefs of it, ^ 
have nothing to reproach ourfelves withal/ 
Precipitation, befides its being imprudent, ^ 
nlmolt, always unfortunate, and attended wi tn 
fatal ConfequenccK. Above all, do 
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yourfelf, Great Prince, to be dazzled with the 
vain Splendor of an imaginary Glory, or with 
the pompous Appearance of your Troops. The 
higheifc and moft lofty Trees have the greateft 
Reafon to dread the Thunder. As God alone 
is truly Great, he is an Enemy to Pride, and 
takes Pleafure in humbling every Thing that 
exalteth itfelf: And, very often, the molt nu- 
merous Armies fly before an Handful of Men, 
becaufe he infpires thefe with Courage, and 
ftrikes Terror into the other- " 
Artabanes, after having thus fpoken, turned 
himfelf towards Mardonius, and reproached him 
with his Want of Sincerity, or Judgment, in giv- 
ing the King a Notion of the Grecians fo directly 
contrary to Truth; and fhewed, how extremely 
he was to blame, for defiring, raihly, to engage 
the Nation in a War, which nothing, but his 
own Views of Intereft, and Ambition, could tempt 
him to advife. Then he concluded with thefe 
Words : Cf If a War be refolved upon, let the 
King, whofe I-ife is dear to us aLI, remain in 
Perjra : And do you, fince you fo ardently de- 
fire it, march at the Head of the moft nume- 
rous Army, that can be gathered together. In 
the mean Time, let your Children and mine be 
given up as a Pledge, to anfwer for the Suc- 
cefs of the War. If the I flue of it be favour- 
able, I confent, that my Children be put to 
Death : But, if it proves otherwife, as I well 
forefee it will, then 1 defire, that your Children, 
and you yourfelf, on your Return, may be 
treated in fuch a Manner, as you defer ve, for 
the rafh Counfel you have given your Mafter. 99 
Difpleafed highly at this Freedom, which he 
ought greatly to have valued, Xerxes, who was 
not accuilomed to have his Sentiments thus con- 
tradicted, fell into a Rage. " Thank the Gods, 
" fays he to Artabanes, that you are my Father's 
Brother ; were it not for thar, you mould this 
Moment fuffer the juft Reward of your auda- 
cious Behaviour. But I will punifti you for it 
in another Manner ; by leaving you here a- 
mong the Women, whom you too much re- 
(emble in your Cowardife and Fear, whilft I 
march at the Head of my Troops, where my 
Duty and Glory call me. " 

Artabanes had expreflTed his Sentiments in very 
refpectful and inoffenfive Terms; Xerxes never- 
thelefs was extremely offended : It is the Misfor- 
tune of Princes, fpoilcd by Flattery, to look upon 
every Thing, as rough and unmannerly, that is 
uncere and ingenuous ; and to regard every Ad- 
vice, deliver'd with a generous and diflnterefted 
Freedom, as a prefumptuous and feditious Aflu- 
Jance. They do not confider, that even a good 
Man never dares tell them all he thinks, or dif- 
cover the whole Truth ; cfpecially in Things dif- 
agrecablc to their Humour : And the Thing they 
wand moft in Need of, is a fincerc and faithful 

A 

% 1 " &" . "Miii* minimi* vciy iiituuji if, in 

nis whole Reign, he finds but one Man born with 
that Degree of Gcnerofityj who, certainly, ought 

11 b c c c °nfidcr'd as the moft valuable Trcafure of 
w bcate ; inafmuch as he is both the moft ufeful, 
ana uncommon Member of the Government. 

Accordingly, Xerxes himfelf acknowledged this 
«pon this Occafion. When the firft Emotions of 
™« Ang C r were part, and he had Time Co reflett. 
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upon his Pillow, upon the two different Counfels 
given him, he confefled, he had been to blame, 
to give his Uncle fuch harfli Language; and was 
not aftiamed to repair his Faulr, the next Day, in 
full Council 5 ingenuoufly owning, that the Heat 
of his Youth, and Want of Experience, had made 
him negligent in paying the Regard due to a 
Prince 10 worthy of Reipect, as Artabanes^ both 
for his Age and Wifdom : And declaring at the 
fame Time, he was come over to his Opinion 5 
notwithstanding a Dream he had in the Night, 
wherein a Vifion appeared to him, and warmly 
exhorted him to undertake that War. 

All the Lords who compos'd the Council, were 
ravifh'd to hear the King fpeak in this Manner ; 
and, to teftifjr their Joy, fell down proftrate be- 
fore him, /hiving who (hould moft extol the 
Glory of fuch a Proceeding : Nor could their 
Praifes, on fuch an Occafion, be at all fufpected. 
For, it is no hard Matter to difcern, whether the 
Praifes given to Princes proceed from the Heart, 
and are founded upon Truth \ or, whether they 
drop from the Lips only, as an Effect of mere 
Flattery and Deceit. That fincere, and humble 
Declaration of the King's^ far from appearing as 
a Weaknefs in him, was look'd upon, by them, as 
a glorious Effort of a great Soul, which gets the 
Superiority over its own Faults, by bravely con- 
felling them, in order to make Reparation and 
Attonement. 

They admir'd the Noblenefs of this Procedure 
the more, as they knew, that Princes, educated 
like Xerxes, in a vain Haughtinefs, and falfe Glcry, 
are never difpos'd to own themfelves in the Wrong; 
and generally make Ufe of their Authority to jufti- 
fy, with Pride and Obftinacy, whatever Faults they 
have committed* through Ignorance, or Impru- 
dence. 

• We may venture, we think, to fay, it is more 
glorious to rife in this Manner, than it would be 
never to have fallen. Certainly, there is nothing 
greater, and, at the fame Time, more rare, and 
uncommon, than to fee a mighty, and powerful 
Prince, and that in the Time of his greateft Pro- 
fperity, acknowledge his Faults, when he happens 
to commit any, without feeking to cover them 
with vain Pretexts or Excufes, pay Homage to 
Truth, even when it is againft him, and condemns 
him; and leave other Princes, who have a falfe 
Delicacy concerning their Grandeur, the Shame 
of being ever full of Errors and Defects, and of 
never owning they have any- . 

The Night following, the fame Phantom, if 
we may believe Herodotus, appear'd again to the 
King, and repeated the fame Solicitations; adding 
thereto Menaces and Threatnings. Xerxes com- 
municated what pafs'd to his Uncle ; and, in order 
to find out, whether thisViiion was divine, or not, 
intrcated him earneftly to put on the royal Robes, 
afcend the Throne, and afterwards pafs the Night 
in his Bed, and his Place. Artabanes, hereupon, 
difcourfed very fenfibly and rationally with the 
King upon the Vanity of Dreams, and then com- 
ing to what personally regarded him : "I look 
€t upon it (fays he) almott equally commendable 
to think well one's felf, or hearken with Doci- 
lity to the good Counfels of others. You have 
both thefe Qualities, great Prince; and, if you 
follow 'd the natural Bent of your ow n Temper, 
it would lead you entirely to Sentiments ot 

" Wif- 
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'« YViiUom and Moderation. You never take any 
** violent Mealures or Resolutions, but when the 
*' Artifice of evil Counlcllors draws you into them, 
* f or the Poifon of Flattery mi flea ds you ; in the 
f< fame Manner as the Ocean, which, of itfelf, is 
" calm and ferei.e, and never ditrurb\l, but by 
tc the extraneous Impulfe of other Bodies. What 
" afflicted me, in the Anfwer you made me the 
<c other Day, when I deliver'd my Sentiments 
* f freely in Council, was not the perfonal Affront 
Cf that was puc upon me, but the Injury you did 
tc yourfelf, by making fo wrong a Choice Between 
<c the two different Counfels that were offer'd ; 
,l rejecting that, which led you to Sentiments of 
< f Moderation and Equity ; and embracing the 
tr other, which, on the contrary, tended only to 
" the feeding of one Man's Pride, and the exci- 
tc ting his Ambition." 




he dreamed, he faw a Man, who made him the 
moil i eve re Reproaches, and threacned him with 
the greatelt Misfortunes, if he continued to op- 
pofe the King's indentions. This fo much afFe£red 
him, that he came over to the King's rirlt Opi- 



ccflcs. We may judge, however, even from thence, 
that he had very good natural Endowments, and 
happy Difpofitions. But the molt excelled Qua- 
lities are foon fpoil'd, and corrupted by the Poilon 
of Flattery, and by the Poffcftion of an abfolute 
and unlimited Authority: It is a fine Sentiment 
in a Miniirer of State, to be lefs affected with the 
Affront put upon himfelf, than the Wrong done 

his Matter, by giving him evil and pernicious 
Counfel. 

The Counfel of Mardonhis was pernicious; b.e- 
caufe, as slrtabancs obferv'd, it tended only to 
nourifh and increafc that Spirit of Haughtinefs 
and Violence m the Prince, which was but roo 
prevalent in him already 5 and ic difpos'd and ac- 
cultom'd him ftill to carry his Views and Defires 
beyond his prefene Fortune; frill to be aiming ac 
iomethmg farther, and put no Bounds Co his Am- 
bition. This is the predominant Paflion of thofe 
Men, whom we ufually call Conquerors; and 
whom, according to the Language of the Holy 
Scripture, we might call, with greater Propriety, 
Robbers of Nations. 

" If you confider, and examine the whole Suc- 
" celfion of Per/tan Kings (fays Seneca) will you 



him, that he came over to the King's rirlt Opi- " find any one of them, who ever ftopp'd his 

don; believing, there was fomething divine in €t Career of his own Accord; ever fatisfy'd with 

thefe repeated Vifions; and the War againft the « his paft Conquefts ; or, who was not forming 

Greedaus was refolv'd upon. Thefe Circumirances <c fome new Project or Enterprise, when Death 



Grecians was refolv'd upon. Thefe Circumirances 
we relate, as we find them in Herodotus. 

Xirxesy however, in the Sequel, did but ill fup- 
port thit Character and Glory, which he acquir'd 
in the Beginning. We fhall rind, that he had but 
very fhor: Intervals of Wifdom and Reafon; which 
exerted themfelves for a Moment, and then gave 
Way to the moll: culpable and extravagant w £x- 



his paft Conquefts ; or, who was not forming 
fome new Project or Enterprise, when Death 
furpnz'd him ? Nor ought we to be aftonifh'd 
" at fuch a Difpofition : For, Ambition is a 

Ct P, ul .P^ ? nc * a bottomlefs Abyfs, wherein every 
<r Thing is loft, that is thrown in; and where, 
" though you were to heap Province upon Pro- 

4( vince, and Kingdom upon Kingdom, you would 
never be able to fill up theChafm. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Xerxes enters into a Confederacy with the Carthaginians ; Pajfes the Hellefpont; Orders 
a Pajjage to be cut through Mount Athos ; A remarkable Story of an Interview between 
bim and Pythius, a Lyclian Prince ; Another of a Conversation between him and De- 
maratus, King ^Sparta; A remarkable Inflame of the Integrity of Aridities; The 
undaunted Brave y of Leonidas, and his Three Hundred Spartans, at Thermopylae ; 
The Perfians defeated at Sea near Artemifa; They arc again worflcd at Sea near Sa- 
lami*; The inglorious Return of Xerxes into Afia ; They arc routed a third Time by 
Land at Platie^, and aft a wards by Sea at Mycale. 
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F T Li R the War had been refolved on, 
li/;c j, that he might omit noihing, 
v. hieh might contribute to the Succcfs of 
J*. is L :«dcrtakiiig, enter'd into a Confederacy wirh 
the Cat t* ayimuns, who were, at that Time, the 
molt potent People of the M'cft f and made an A- 
prcement w irh them, chat.whiUt the i J t'/yfo« Forces 
jiiOidd atC:fJ: Ctnce, the Carthaginians lhould fall 
upon the Gmian Colonies in Sicily and Italy \ to 
hinder 1 hern from Coming to the A lYiltuncc of the 
Co'intr.', iioin whence they derived their Ori- 
gin. 



In order, hereunto, the Carthaginians made.//* 
mi/car their General) who did not content himfelt 
with railing as many Troops as he could in dfri* 
ca y hut with the Money Xerxes fent him, engaged 
a great Number of Soldiers out of Spain, Gaul, 
and Italy, in his Service ; fo that he collected an 
Army of three hundred Thoufand Men, and a 
proportionable Number of Ships, in order to exe- 
cute the Projects and Stipulations of the League. 

Thus Xetxcs, agreeably to the Prophet Daniefo 

Prediction, having through his Power, and bis great 

Richo . 
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Riches, Jlirred up all the Nations of the then known 
World againji the Realm ^'Greece ; that is, of all 
the Weft under the Command of jfmilcar, and of 
all the Eqft, thac was under his own Banner , and 
fee out from Sufa, in order to enter upon this War, 
in the fifth Year of his Reign, which was the tenth 
after the Battle of Marathon , and march'd towards 
Sardis, the Place of Rendezvous for the whole 
Land-Army, whilft thac by Sea advane'd along 
the Coafts of Afia minor towards the Hellefpont. 

Towards facilitating the Expedition, and con- 
tributing to the Safety of his Fleet, Xerxes had 
given Orders to have a Paflage cut through Mount 
utthos. This is a Mountain in Macedonia, now a 
Province of the European Turky, which reaches a 
great Way in the Archipelago, in the Form of a 
Peninfula. It is joined to the Land only by an 
JJlhmus of about half a League over j and the 
Sea, in that Part, was very tempeftuous, and oc- 
cafioned frequent Shipwrecks. Xerxes made this 
his Pretence for ordering the Mountain to be cut 
through : .But the true Reafon was the Vanity of 
finalizing himfelf by an extraordinary Enter- 
prize, and by doing a Thing, that was extremely 
difficult 5 as Tacitus fays of Nero : Erat incredi- 
bilium cupitor. Accordingly, Herodotus obferyes, 
that this Undertaking was more vain-glorious 
than ufeful, fince he might with lefs Trouble and 
Expence have had his Veflels carry 'd over the 
Ifihmus, as was the Practice in thofe Days. The 
Paflage he caufed to be cut through the Mountain, 
was broad enough to let two Gallevs, with three 
Benches of Oars each, pafs through it a-breaft. 

What was yet more extravagant, this Prince 
was vain enough to believe, that all Nature, and 

the very Elements were under his Command 5 and, 
in Conlequence of thac Opinion, wrote a Letter 
to Mount Atbos> in the following Terms : "Jthos, 
thou proud and a f pi ring Mountain, that lifteft 
up thy Head unto the Heavens I advife thee 
not to be fo audacious, as to put Rocks and 
Stones, which cannot be cut, in the Way of my 
Workmen. If thou giveft them that Oppofi- 
tion, I will cut thee entirely down, and throw 
chee headlong into the Sea." At the fameTime, 
he ordered his Labourers to be whipp'd, in order 
to make them carry on the Work the failer. 

However, a Traveller, who liv'd in the Time 
of Francis the Firft, of France ; and who wrote a 
Book in Latin, concerning the lingular, and re- 
markable T hings he had feen in his Travels, 
makes a Doubt of the Truth of this Fact, and 
takes Notice, as he pafled near Mount Athos, he 
could perceive nrvTraccs or Footfteps of this Work 
Wc Save been fpeaking of. 
To return to Xerxes, he advanced towards Sar- 
and, having left Cappadocia, and palled the 
yver Halys ; he came to Celcne, a City of Phry- 
near which is the Source of the Maander. 

a L y dian P«nce, had his Rcfidencc in 
n, s City • ant j # next co Xerxes himfelf, was the 

molt opulent Prince of thofe Times. According- 
w>K ei J tcrcain, d Xerxes, and his whole Army, 
in ri£ n incre dible Magnificence ; and made him 
th u r ° r a11 his VVcalch. towards defraying 
fum X, !f nccs of his Expedition. Hereupon, Xerxes, 
had 'fc anc ? charnV< * at fo generous an Offer, 
Rirh Curioficy to enquire to what Sum his 
th.7 C L arT ? ountcd i Co which Fyr/j/f/x made Anfwcr, 
n «. navmp the Defign of offering them to his 

*■* M B, XIII, 
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Service, he had taken an exact Account of them, 
and that the Silver he had by him amounted to 
Two Thoufand Talents j and the Gold to Four 
Millions of Darics, all but Seven Thoufand 5 all 
which he offer'd, and told him, his yearly Re- 
venues were fuflicient for the Support of his Houfe- 
hold. In Return, Xerxes made him very hearty 
Acknowledgments, entred into a particular Friend- 
fhip with him 5 and, that he might not be out- 
done in Generoficy, inftead of accepting his Offers, 
obliged him to accept of a Prefent of the Seven 
Thoufand Darics, which were wanting to make 
up his Gold a round Sum of Four Millions. 

After fuch an Action, who would not think* 
that the Characteriftick, and predominant Virtue 
of Pythius had been Generofity, and a noble Con- 
tempt of Riches? And yet, he was one of the 
moft penurious Princes in the World ; and one* 
who, befides his fordid Avarice, and Scinginefs to 
himfelf, was extremely cruel .and inhuman to his 
Subjects, whom he kept continually employ 'd in 
hard and fruitlefs Labour 5 always digging, and 
fearching for Gold and Silver Mines, which he 
had in his Territories. Accordingly, once, he 
was abfent from home, his Subjects went all with 
Tears in their Eyes to the Princefs his Wife, laid 
their Complaints before her, and implor'd her 
Affiftance. She commiferating their Condition, 
made life of a very extraordinary Method to 
work upon her Husband, and give him a clear 
Senfe, and a Kind of a palpable Demonftiation 
of the Folly, and Injuftice of his Conduct. 

On his Return home, fhe order'd an Entertain- 
ment to be prepared for him, very magnificent 
in Appearance , but which, in Reality, was none. 
All the Courfes and Services were of Gold and 
Silver ; and the Prince, in the Midfl of all chefe 
rich Di fries, and fplendid Rarities, could not fa- 
tisfy his Hunger. He eafily divin'd the Meanin 
of this, and began to confider, the End of Goli 
and Silver was not merely to be look'd upon, but 
to be employ'd and made Ufe of ; and, thac to 
neglect, as he had done, the Bufine/s of Husban- 
dry, and the tilling of Lands, by employing all 
his People in digging, and working of Mines, was 
the direct Way to bring a Famine both upon him- 
felf and his Country. From thenceforward, there- 
fore, he only refer v'd a fifth Part of his People 
for the Bufinefs of mining. It is Plutarch, who 
has handed down this Fact to us, in a Treatife, 
wherein he has collected a great many others co- 
ether, in order to prove the Ability, and In- 
ullry of Ladies. The fame Difpofition of Mind 
is finely expofed in fabulous Story ; by the Ex- 
ample of Midas, a Prince, who rcign'd in the 
fame Country ; and who, having requeued of the 
Gods, that every Thing he touch'd might be turn'd 
into Gold, for his Punifliment, had his Requeft 
granted; and accordingly, was, thereby, in .Dan- 
ger of Ihirving with Hunger. 

To return to Pythius, notwithftanding his hav- 
ing made fuch obliging Offers to Xerxes, having 
deiired, as a Favour of him fomcTimc afterwards, 
that, out of his five Sons, who ferved in his Ar- 
my, he would be pleafed to leave him the c I deft, 
in order to be a Support, and Comfort to him in 
his Old-Age; he was fo enraged at the Pro po fa I* 
though fo rcafonable in itfelt, that he caufed that 
cldelt Son to be kill'd before the Eyes of his Fa- 
ther; giving the latter to uudcrftand, that it was a 
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Favour he fpared him, and the Reft of his Chil- 
dren ; and then caufing the dead Body to be cue 
in two, one Fare to be placed on the Right, and 
the other on the Lett, he made the whole Army- 
pars between them, as if he meant to purge and 
purify it by fuch a Sacrifice. What a Monlterin 
Nature is a Prince of this Kind ! How is ic pof- 
iible to have any Dependance upon the Friend- 
fhip of the Great* or rely upon their w armeft Pro- 
teflions and Protcftations of Kindnefs, and Ser- 
vice ? 

From Phrygia, Xerxes march'd to Sardis, where 
he fpent the Winter ; and from thence he fent He- 
ralds to all the Cities of Greece, except Athens 
and Lace daemon, to require them to give him 
Earth and Water ; which, as we have taken No- 
tice before, was the Way of exacting, and acknow- 
ledging Submiflion. Aflbon as the Spring of the 
Year came on, he left Sardis, and directed his 
March towards the HeUefpont > where, being ar- 
rived> he had a Mind to fee a naval Engagement, 
for his Curiofity and Diver/ion. To this End, a 
Throne was erected for him on an Eminence; and 
in that Situation, feeing all the Sea^ crowded with 
his Veffels, and the Land cover'd with his Troops, 
he felt a fecrct Joy diftufe itfelf through his Soul, 
whilft he was thus furvcying the vaft Extent of 
his Power, and confidering himfelf, as the moft 
happy of Mortals : But, reflecting foon afterwards, 
that, of fo many Thousands of Men, in an hun- 
dred Years Time, there would nor, in all Proba- 
bility, be one remaining ; his Joy was turned into 
Grief, and he wept ae the Uncertainty and Infta- 
bility of human Things. He might have found 
another Subject of Reflection, which would have 
more juftly merited his Tears and Affliction ; had 
he turned his Thoughts upon himfeif, and con- 
iider'd the Reproaches he deferv'd, for being the 
I .llrumcnt of fhortening that fatal Term, to Mil- 
hcr.s of People, whom his cruel Ambition was 
goir.jr to facrifice in an unjufr, and unneceflary 
War." - 



Artabanes, who neglected no Opportunity of 
making himfelf ufeful to the young Prince, and 
of inftilling Sentiments of Beneficence into him 
towards his People, laid hold of this Moment, in 
which he found him touchY! with a Senfe of Ten- 
derr.efs and Humanity ; and led him into farther 
Reflections upon the Miferies, that the Lives of 
moft Men are accompany'd with, and that render 
them fo melancholy and burdenfome to them j 
endeavouring, at the fame Time, to make him 
fenfible of the Duty and Obligations incumbent 
upon Princes ; who, not being able to prolong 
the natural Life of their Subjects, ought, at lea ft, 
to do all, that lies in their Power, to alleviate its 
Pains, and fweeten its Bitterncfs. 

In the fame Convcrfation, Xer xe( ask'd his Uncle, 
if he ftill pcrflfted in his firft Opinion j and, if 
his Advice would (till be, not to make War 
againft Greece, if he had not fecn the Virion, which 
occafion'd him to change his Sentiments ? Arta- 
bancs own'd, he (till had his Fears, and was very 
uncafy concerning two Things. What arc they, 
faid Xerxes? The Land and Sea, reply'd Artaba- 
Thc Land\ becaufe there is no Country can 

m and maintain fo numerous an Army : The 

Sea, becaufe there are no Ports capable of re- 
ceiving fuch a Multitude of Veflels. The King 
was very fenfible of the Strength of this reafoningj 



Ties 
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but, as it was now too late to go back, he mad* 
Anfwer ; In great Undertakings, Men ought riot 
fo narrowly to examine all the Inconveniences that 
may attend them; if they did, no fignal Enter- 
prizes would ever be attempted; and that, if ^ 
Prcdecelfors had obferv'd fo fcrupulous, and timo- 
rous a Maxim, the Perfian Empire would never 
have rifen to that Pitch of Greatnefs and Glory i t 
was now at. 

Artabanes gave the King another Piece of p ru * 
dent Advice, which he thought fit to follow no 
more than he had done the former : This Advice 
was, not to employ the Ionian* in his Service againft 
the Grecians, from whom they were originally 
defcended; and, on which Account, "he ought t 0 
fufpect their Fidelity. That Monarch, however 
after thefe Confutations with his Uncle, fhew'd 
him very great Friendihip, gave him the higheft 
Demonff rations of Honour and Refpect; fent him 
back to Sufa> to take the Care and Adminifixation 
of the Empire upon him, during his own Abfcnce- 
and) to that End, inverted him with his whole Au- 
thor ity- 

Xerxes, at a vaft Expence, had caufed a Bridge 
of Boats to be built upon the >ca, for the Paflage 
of his Forces from Ap'a into Europe* The Space 
that fcparates the two Continents, formerly calft] 
the HeUefpont, and now the Streights of the Dar~ 
danells, or of GaUipofi, is feven Stadia in Breadth, 
which is near an Englijh Mile. A violent Storm 
riling on a fudden, foon after broke down the 
Bridge; which Xerxes hearing on his Arrival, fell 
into an Excefs of Paflion; and, in order to revenge 
himfelf of fo cruel an Affront, commanded two 
Pair of Chains to be thrown into the Sea, as if 
he meant to fhackle and confine it ; and ordered 
his Men to give it three hundred Strokes of a 
Whip, and fpeak to it in this Manner : « Thou 
troublefome, and unhappy Element, thus does 
thy Maftcr chaftife thee, for having affronted 
him without Reafon. Know, that Xerxes will 
eafily find Means to pafs over thy Waters, in 
r Spite of all thy Billows, and Refiftance." The 
Extravagance of this Prince did not ftop here; 
but making the Undertakers of the Work anfwer- 
able for Events, which the leaft in the World de- 
pend upon the Power of Man, he order'd all the 
Perfons to have their Heads cut off, who had had 
the Direction and Management of that Undertak- 
ing. 

lie then commanded two other Bridges to be 
built anew; one for the Army to pafs over, and 
the other for the Baggage, and the Beafts of Bur- 
den. He appointed Workmen, more able and 
expert than the former j and this was the Manner 
they proceeded therein. They placed three hun- 
dred and fixty Veflels a-crofs, fomc of them hav- 
ing three Benches of Oars, and others fifty Oars 
a-piece, with their Sides turn'd towards the Eu- 
xine Sea ; and on the Side that faced the JEgean 
Sea, they put three hundred and fourteen. They 
then can* large Anchors into the Water on both 
Sides, in order to fix, and fecure all thefc Vcffck 
againft the Violence of the Winds, and the Cur- 
rent of the Water. 

On the Ea/l-Sidc they left three Paflages, or 
vacant Spaces, between the Veflels, that there 
might be Room for fmal] Boats to go and come 
cafily, as there fliould be Occafion, to, and ftom 

the Euxint Sea. Alter this upon the Land, on both 

Sides, 
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Sides, they drove large Piles into the Earth, with 
huge Rings fatten 'd to them, to which were ty'd 
fix mighty Cables, that went over each of che 
two Bridges ; two of thofe Cables were made of 
Hemp, and four of a Sort of Reeds, call'd By bios $ 
ufed in thofe Times lor the making of Cordage. 
Thofe that were made of Hemp, muft have been 
of an extraordinary Strength and Thicknefs, fince 
every Cubit of thofe Cables weigh'd aTalent.Thefe 
Cables, laid over the whole Extent of the Veffels 
Length-wife, reach'd over the Sea, from one Side 
to the other. When this Part of the Work was 
finifh'd, quite over the Veffels Length-wife, and 
over the Cables we have been fpeaking of, they 
Jaid the Trunks of Trees, cut purpofcly for that 
Ufe, and flat Boards again over them, faften'd 
and join'd together, to ferve as a Kind of Floor, 
or folid Bottom : All which they cover'd over 
with Earth, and added Rails, or Battlements, on 
each Side, that the Horfes, and the Cattle, might 
not be frightned with feeing the Sea in their Paf- 
fage. This was the Form ot thofe famous Bridges, 
th3t were built by Xerxes. 

When the whole Work was compleated, a Day 
was appointed for their paffing over. And arioon 
as the full Rays of the Sun began to appear, 
fweet Odours or all Kinds were abundantly fpread 
over both the Bridges, and the Way was ftrew'd 
with Myrtle. ^ At che fame Time, Xerxes pour'd 
out Libations inro the Sea > and turning his Face 
towards the Sun, the principal Object of the Per- 
ftan Worfhip, he implored the Affiftance of chat 
God in the Enterprize he had undertaken, and 
defired the Continuance of his Protection, till he 
had made the entire Conqueft of Europe, and had 
brought it into Subjection to his Dominion : This 
done, he threw the Veffel, which he ufed in mak- 
ing his Libations, together with a golden Cup, 
and a Terftan Scymitar, into the Sea. The Army 
was feven Days, and as many Nights, in paflin 
over thefe Streights ; thofe, who were appointc 
to conduct the March, lafhing the poor Soldiers 
all the While with Whips, in order to quicken 
their Speed, according to the Cuttom of that Na- 
tion, which, properly fpeaking, was but a Com- 
pany of Slaves, 

The Bridge being thus finifh'd, and the whole 
Army parted over, Xerxes, directing his March 
a-crofs the Thracum Cherjhnefus, atrived at Dor, 
a City ftanding at the Mouth of the Hebius in 
Thrace \ where, having incamp'd his Army, and 
given Orders for his Fleet to follow him, as he 
went along the River-Side, he had the Opportu- 
nity of reviewing both together. Accordingly, 
he found the Land-Army, which he had brought 
out of AJia, confifted ot feventeen hundred thou- 
sand Foot, and (burfcorc thoufand Horfo j which, 
together with twenty thoufand Men, that were 
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Men, Natives of the Country, who fitted them 
out j befides thirty Men more, that were either 
Perjians, Medes y or of the Saca : Which made, in 
all, two hundred and feventy feven thoufand, fix 
hundred, and ten Men. The European Nations 
augmented his Fleet with an hundred and twenty 
Veffels, each of which carry 'd two hundred Men; 
which makes up the Number of twenty;four thou- 
fand : Thefe, added to the others, amount to three 
hundred and one thoufand, fix hundred and ten 
Men. Befides this Fleet, which confifted all of 
large Veffels, the fmall Galleys of thirty and fifty 
Oars, the Tranfport-Ships, the Veffels that carry J d 
the Provifions, and were employ 'd in other Ufes, 
amounted to three thoufand. If we reckon but 
eighty Men in each of thefe Veffels, one with 
another, that made, in the Whole, two hundred 
and forty thoufand Men. 

Thus, when Xerxes artived at ThermopyJte, his 
Land and Sea-Forces together, amounted to two 
Millions, fix hundred and forty-one thoufand, fix 
hundred and ten Men : Without including Ser- 
vants, Eunuchs, Women, Sutlers, and other People 
of thac Sort, which ufually follow an Army, and 
of which the Number here was equal to that of 
the Forces : So that che whole Number of Souls* 
that followed Xerxes in this Expedition, amounted 
to five Millions, two hundred eighty-three thou- 
fand, two hundred and twenty. 

This is the Computation Herodotus makes of 
them, and in which Plutarch and Ifocrates agree 
ith him j but Diodorus Sicuhis, Pliny, jElian, 
and Others, fall very (horc of this Number in their 
Calculation j however, theirAccounts of the Matter 
appear to be lefs authentick than that of Herodotus, 
who liv'd in the very Age, wherein this Expedition 
was made j and wno recites an Infcription, that 
was put by Order of the Amp hi tly ones, upon the 
Monument of thofe Grecians kill'd at Thermopylae ; 
and in which it is recorded, they fought againft 
three Millions of Men. 
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absolutely neceflary for conducing, and taking 
Vf e of the .Carriages and Camels, made in all 



eighteen hundred thoufand Men. When he had 
Paired the Hfellefpont, the other Nations, that fub- 
jnittcd to him, made an Addition to his Army of 
force hundred thoufand Men * which made his 

Ai? orces amount to two Millions, one hun- 
wmf thoufand Men. 




For the Suflenance of all thefe Perfons, there 
muft be every Day confam'd, according to the 
Computation of Herodotus* above an hundred and 
ten thoufand, three hundred and forty Medimna of 
Flower ; (the Mcdimnum was a Meafure, which, 
according to Bud&usy was equivalent to fix of our 
Bufhels) allowing, for every Head, the Quantity 
of a Chomix, which was the daily Portion or Al- 
lowance, that the Matters gave their Slaves among 
the Grecians. We have no Account, in Hiftory, 
of any other Army fo numerous as this. And, 
amongft all thefe Millions of Men, there was not 
one, who could vie with Xerxes in Point of Beauty, 
either for the Comlincfs of his Face* or the Tall- 
nefs of his Petfon : But, this is a poor Merit, or 
Pre-eminence for a Prince, when it is accompany'd 
with no other. Accordingly, Jujlin> after he has 
mcntion'd the Number of thefe Troops, adds, that 
this vail Body of Forces wanted a Head : Huic 
tan to agmini JDux def'uit. 

We ihould hardly be able to conceive how ic 
was potTible to find a fufficient Quantity of Provi- 
fions for fuch an immenfc Number of Perfons, if 
the Hiflorian had not advertifed us, thac Xctxes 
had employ 'd four whole Years in making Prepa- 
rations tor this Expedition. Wc have feen already, 
how many loaded VefleU coafted along continually 
to attend uj>on, and fupply the Land-Army j and 
doubtlefi, frelh Tenders arrived every Day, and 

fur- 



2©8 



Tlx HISTORT of Ancient GREECE. 



fumtnVd the Camp with a fufficient Plenty of all 
Things neceffary. 

Herodotus likewife acquaints us, wich the Me- 
thod they made ufe of, to calculate their Forces, 
which were almoft innumerable. They atfem- 
bled ten thoufand Men in a particular Place, and 
ranked them as clofe together as was poilible ; af- 
ter which, they defcrib'd a Circle quite round 
them, and ere&ed a little Wall upon that Circle, 
about Half the Height of a Man's Body : When 
this was done, they filled this Inclofure with frefh 
Forces, till the whole Army had palled through, 
and by this 1 Means they knew to what Number ic 
amounted. 

Herodotus gives us alfo a particular Account of 
the different Armour of all the Nations, this Army 
confuted of. Betides the Generals of every Na- 
tion, who each of them commanded the Troops 
of their refpedUve Country, the Land-Army was 
under the Command of fix Per ft an Generals ; viz. 
Mardonites, the Son of Gobryas ; Teriteutechmcs, 
the Son of Artabanes, and Smcrdonus, Son to 0- 
tanes. both near Relations to the King ; Majjftes, 
Son of Darius and Atojfa ; Gergis y Son of Adria- 
xes ; and Mejfabyzes, Son of Zopyrus. The ten 
thoufand Per/fans, who were called. The Immor tal 
Band', were commanded by Hy dames. The Ca- 
valry had its particular Generals and Comman- 
ders. 

There were likewife four Perjian Generals who, 
commanded the Fleet. In Herodotus* we have a 
particular Account of all the Nations, by which 
it was fitted out. * Artemifa, Queen of Halicar- 
najfus, who, fince the Death of her Husband, had 
the Government of the Kingdom for her Son, 
who was ftill a Minor, brought but five Vetfeis 
along with her ; but they were the beft equipp'd, 
and the neateft, of any in the whole Fleet, next 
to thofe of the Sidonians. This Princefs diftin- 
g u i fh 'd herfe 1 f, in this War, by her Zing u la r Cou- 
rage, and ftill more, by her Prudence and Con- 
duel. Herodotus oblervcs, that arrfong all the 
Commanders in the Army, there was not one, 
who gave Xerxes fo good Advice, and fuch wife 
Council, as this Queen : But he was not prudent 
enough to reap the benefit of it. 

When Xerxes had numbered his whole Forces, 
by Land and Sea, he ask'd Demaratus, if he thought 
the Grecians would dare to expeft him. We have 
already taken notice, that this Demaratus was one 
of the two Kings of Sparta* who being exil'd by 
the Faftion of his Enemies, had fought Refuge 
at the Per (Ian Court, where he was entcrtain'd with 
the greateft Marks of Honour and Beneficence. As 
the Courtiers were one Day expreiTing their Sur- 
prize, thac a King fhould furfer hi»>felf to be 
bantfhed, and dehVd him to acquaint them with 
the Ilea Ion of it : It is* fays he, becaufe the Law 
is more powerful* than the Kings* at Sparta. 

This Prince was very much regarded in Perjta : 
Bur, neither the Injuiticc of the Spartan Citizens, 
nor the kind Treatment of the Per ft an King, 
could make him forget his Country, Affoon as he 
knew thac Xerxes was making Preparations for the 
War, he found Means ro give the Grecians fecret 
Intelligence of it. And now, being obliged, on 
this Ofccafion, to fpeak hi* Sentiments to that 
Prince, he did it wich fuch a noble Freedom and 
Dignity, as became a Spa) tatty and a Ring of 
Sfartu, 



Accordingly, before he anfwered Xerxes, he 
den* red to know, whether it was his Pleafure, that 
he fhould flatter him, or that he fhould fpeak his 
Thoughts to him freely and truly : And she King 
having declared, that he defired him to a& with 
a perfect Sincerity, he (poke in the following 
Terms : c< Great Prince, Lays Demaratus, fince k 
tc is agreeable to your Pleafure and Commands, 
** 1 fhall deliver my Sentiments to you, with the 
utmolfc Truth and Sincerity. 1c muft be con- 
feffed, that from cheBeginning of Time, Greece 
•* has been trained up, and accuitomed to Po» 
<c verty : But then, fee has introduced and ehV 
" bliftied Virtue within her Territories, which i s 
cultivated by the Study of Wifdom, and main- 
" tained by the Vigour of her Laws. And it « 
tr by the LTfe, which Greece knows how to make 
'* or this Virtue, that /he equally defends her- 
« felf againft the Inconveniencies of Poverty, and 
cr the Yoke of Servitude. But, to fpeak only of 
t€ the Lacedamonians, my particular Countrymen, 
*' you may a flu re yourfelf, that as they are bora 
€ * and bred up in Liberty, they will never he ar- 
* c ken to any Proportion, which tends to Sla- 
** very. Though they were deferted, and aban- 
fC doned by all the other Grecians, and reduced 
to a Band of a thoufand Men, or even to a 
*' more i neon fide rable Number, they will frill 
< s come out to meet you, and not refufe to give 
« you Battle. 99 

Xerxes, upon hearing this Difcourfe, fell a 
laughing: And, as he could not comprehend how 
"Men, in fuch a State of Liberty and Independence, 
as that of the Lacedamonians were defeated to be, 
who had no Matter to force and compel them to 
it, could be capable of expofingthemfelves in fuch 
a Manner, to JE)anger and Death. Demaratus re- 
plied : " The Spartans indeed are free, and under 
ct no Subjection to the Will of any Man j but at 
c< fame Time they have Laws, to which they are 
cr fubjecl, and of which they ftand in greater Awe 
« than your Subjects do of your Majefty. Now, 
<c by thefe Laws, they are forbid ever to run away 
*< in Battle, let the Number of their Enemies be 
never fo fuperior ; and are commanded, to 
" frand firm in their Poft, either to conquer, or 
to die. " 

Xerxes was not offended at the Liberty where- 
with Damaratus fpoke to him ; but, neverchelels, 
he purfued his Defign, and continued his March. 

In the mean while. Lace dam on and Athens$ 
which were the two moft powerful Cities of Greece* 
and the Cities, againft which Xerxes was molt ex- 
afperated, were not indolent or afleep, when fo 
formidable an Enemy was approaching* Having 
had Intelligence, long before, of the Motions or 
this Prince, they had fent Spies to Sardis, in or- 
der to have a more exaft Information of the Num- 
ber and Quality of his Forces. Thefe Spies were 
taken up, and, as they were juft going to be put 
to Death, Xerxes countermanded it j and gave 
Order, that they mould be conducted through his 
Army, and then fent back, without any Harm 
being done to them : By their Return, the Gre- 
cians undcrftood, what they had to apprehend 
from fo potent an Jinemy. 

They fent Deputies at the fame Time to Argot ; 
into Sicily, to Gdon % Ty r a nC of Syracufe ; to the 

Hies of Corcyr a and Crete, to defire Succours fV« m 

them; 
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them, and to form a League againft the common 
Enemy. 

The People of Argos offered a very confiderable 
Succour, on Condition they fhould have an equal 
Share of the Authority and Command with the 
Laccdamonians. The latter con fen ted, that the 
King of Argos fhould have the fame Authority, 
as either of the two Kings of Sparta. This was 
granting them a great deal : But, into what Er- 
rors and Mifchicfs are Men led, by a miftaken 
Point of Honour, and a foolifh Jealoufy and Ri- 
val (hip in Command I The Argians were not con- 
tented with this Offer, and fo refufed to enter into 
the League with the Grecians, without confider- 
ing, thac if they fuffer'd them to be deftroy'd, 
their own Ruin mult inevitably follow. 

The Deputies then, proceeded from Argos to 
Sicily, and addrefled themfelves to Gelon, who was 
at that Time the moft potent Prince in all the 
Grecian Colonies. This Sicilian Prince ofFer'd to 
affilfc them with two hundred Vcflels, of three 
Benches of Oars j with an Army, of twenty thou- 
fand Foot, and two thoufand Horfe } together with 
two thoufand light- arm'd Soldiers, and the fame 
Number of Bow- men and Slingers j and to fupply 
the Grecian Army with Provifions during the whole 
War, on Condition they would make him Gene- 
ralliflimo of all the Forces, both by Land and by 
Sea. The Laccdamo?iians were highly provok'd 
at fuch a Propofal. Gelon then abated fomewhat in 
his Demands, and promifed all that we have men- 
tioned, provided he had, at leaft, the Command 
either of the Fleet, or of the Army. This Pro- 
pofal was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the Athenians* 
who made Anfwer, that they alone had a Right 
to command the Fleet, in Cafe the Lacedamonians 
were willing to give it up. Gelon , in Truth, had 
a more fubftantial Reafon for not leaving Sicily* 
unprovided of Troops, which was the Approach 
of the formidable Army of Carthaginians* com- 
manded by Amilcar, that confifted of three hun- 
dred thoufand Men. 

The Inhabitants of Corcyra, (now Cor/ou) gave 
the Envoys a more favourable Anfwer, and imme- 
diately put themfelves to Sea, with a Fleet of fixty 
Veflefs : But they advanced no farther than the 
Coafts of Laconia, pretending they were hinder'd 
by contrary Winds, but, in Reality, waiting to 
fee the Succefs of an Engagement, that they might 
afterwards range themfelves on the Side of the 
Conqueror. The People of Crete, having con- 
futed the Delphic Oracle, to know what Refolu- 
non they were to take on this Occafion, abfolutcly 
reiufed to enter into the League. 

i nus were the Laccdamonians and Athenians left 
^molt to themfelves, all the reft of the Cities and 
Nations having fubmittcd to the Heralds, whom 
At'txes had fent, to require Earth and Water of 
them excepting the People of Tbcfpia and PtaU*. 
'» a 1 ime of fo preffing a Danger, the rirft Thins 
*X Wc »t about, was to put an End, to all Di. 
^"i'd and Di vifion among themfelves; for which 

<T>r n - tIlC "tywi'M* msltJe Pcacc with the People 
■!» \>$* Ha ' whom before they were actually 
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h ) ^ ne xt Thing they took Care of, was to ap- 

fk) lMC 1 ( *' cno r :l ^ > c here never was any Occa- 
1,(1 ^herein it was more necelfary to choofe one, 

c,,uI d worthily difchargc fueii a Trulr, than 

tho Patent Conjuncture, when Gr 
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ing to be attacked by the whole Forces of Afia. 
The moll: able and experienced Captains, terrify'd 
at the Greatnefs of the Danger, had taken the 
Refolution of not prefenting themfelves as Can- 
didates. There was a certain Citizen at Athens , 
whofe Name was Epicydes, that had a tolerable 
Talent at fpeaking, but in other Refpects was a 
Perfon of no Merit, was in Difreputation for his 
Wane of Courage, and notorious for his Avarice ; 
notwithftanding all which, it was apprehended, 
that, in the Allembly of the People, the Votes 
would run in his Favour. Themiflocles, who was 
fenfible, that in calm Weather, almoft any Sailor 
may be capable of conducting a Veflel j but that, 
in Storms and Tempefts, the moft able Pilots can 
fcarcely do it with all their Capacity ; was con- 
vinced, that the Commonwealth would be loft> 
if Epicydes was chofen General, whofe venal and 
mercenary Soul, gave them all the Reafon in the 
World to fear, that he would facrifice them to the 
Gold of the Pcrftans. 

Certainly there are fome Junctures and Occa- 
fions, when, in order to aft wifely, it is lawful 
for a Man to difpenfe with, and to fet himfelf a- 
bove the cftablim'd Rules of A€t\on. Tkcmijiocles, 
therefore, who knew very well, that in the pre- 
fent State of Affairs, he himfelf was the only Per- 
fon capable of commanding ; made no Scruple of 
employing Bribes, and Prefents, to divert his 
Competitor from his Purpofe : And, having thus 

found Means to compenfate the Ambition or. Epi- 
cydes, by gratifying his Avarice, procured himfelf 
to be chofen General in his Stead. We may here, 

to Themiftocles, what Titus Li- 
on a like Occafion. 
This great Commanded, finding thac at the Time 
when Hannibal was in the Heart of Italy, the Peo- 
ple were going to make a Man of no Merit Con- 
ful, emrjloy'dall his own Credit, as well as thac 
of his Friends, to procure himfelf to be continued 
in the Confulihip, without being concerned at the 
Clamour, that might be raifed againft him ; and 
he fucceeded in the Attempt. The Hiftorian adds, 
*' The Criticalnefs of the Time, the Conjuniture 
of Affairs, and the extreme Danger the Com- 
monwealth wa^ exjpofed to, were Arguments 
of fuch Weight, that they prevented any one 
from being offended at a Conduct, which might 
appear to Be contrary to Rules, and removed 
all Sufpicion that Fabius had acted upon any 
Motive of Intereft or Ambition. On the Con- 
trary, the Publick admired his Generofity and 
Greatnefs of Soul, in chat, as he knew the Com- 
monwealth had Occafion for an accompli fh\l 
General, and could not be ignorant or doubrtul 
of his own lingular Merit in that Refpecr, he 
had chofen racher, in fome Sort, to hazard his 
own Reputation, and perhaps cxpofe his Cha- 
racter to the Reproaches or envious Tongue: , 
than to be wanting in any Service he could ren- 
der his Country. M 

The Athenians like wife palled a Decree to recall 
Home all their People, that were in Baniiluncnt. 
Ariflides was one of the Number ; and TbemifhcUt 
was the Man, who by his Intrsgues and Cabals, 
had procured the other to be baniihed, by a Sen- 
tence of the People: The Judgment, that was 
given agaiult him, was accompanied with .1 Cir- 
cunillance, too memorable to he omitted on this 
Occafion. In Judgments of tins Sort, k \s.i? the 
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Cuflom of Athens, for the Citizens to give their 
Suffrages by writing the N T ame of the Pcrfon in 
Qneilion upon a Shell, which in Greek was called 
Qjiracon, and from whence che Word Ojlracifm is 
derived. Now, ac che Time that the Judgment 
Arijlidcs was before the People, a Countryman, 
who could rot write, and who did not know At ijli- 
desy chanced co make his Application to him him- 
lelf, and defired him co be fo kind as write the 
Name of Arijlidcs in his Shell. Did he, fays 
Ariftides, ever do you any Injury, that you thus 
give your tote for bis Condemnation ? A T o, replied 
the Countryman, / do not fo much as know him ; 
but tbey make fuch a Koife in all Places with his 
Uprigbtnefs and J uf ice, that I am tired with hear- 
ing it. Hereupon Arijlidcs, wichout making any 
Reply, or expoftulating wich him in che ieaft, 
calmly cook che Shell, wrote his own Name upon 
ic, and recunfd ic co the Countryman. When he 
fet out upon his Exile, his Prayer to the Gods was, 
that they would fufFcr no Misfortune to happen to 
his Country, which fhould make him regretted. 

This Cafe, however, happen'd noc long after- 
wards, when Xerxes and his Army were approach- 
ing ; the Athenians were afaid, left Arijlidcs 
fhould join their Enemies ; and, left his Credit 
fhould carry over a great many others to the Side 
of the Barbarians. But they judged verv wrongly 
of the Spirit of that upright Citizen, who was the 
fartheft in the World from entertaining fuch a per- 
fidious Sentiment. Be that as it would, on this 
extraordinary Juncture they thought fit to recall 
him ; and Themijiocics was fo far from oppofing 
the Decree for that Purpofe, that he promoted ic 
with all his Credit and Authority. The Hatred 
and Divifion of thefe great Men, had nothing in 
them of that implacable, bitter, and outragious 
Spirit, which prevail'd among the Romans, iruhe 



or formidable to her Enemies. Ilis Opinion ic„ 
in prevailed among the People, in Spice of tin- 
Oppofition of Miltiades ; whofc Difference of & c)l 
ti merits undoubcedly arofe, from the little Proba- 
bility there was, that a People entirely unac- 
quainted with naval Engagements, and who were 
only capable of fitting out, and arming very fmnll 
Veifels, Ihould be able to withHand fo formidable 
a Power, as chat of che Per/tans ; who had both a 
numerous Land -Army, and a Fleet of above n 
Thoufand Ships. 

The Athenians Had fome Silver Mines in a Part 
of Attica, called Laurium ; and ail che Re venues 
and Product thereof, us'd to be diftribuced arnong|[ 
them. Thcmijiocles had the Courage to propofe to 
the People, chat they Ihould abolifh thefe Diitri- 
butions, and*cmpIoy that Money in building Vef 
fels, with three Banks of Oars, in order to rm/fc 
War upon the People of JEgi?ia ; againft whom 
he endeavoured to rekindle and enflame their an- 
cient Jealoufy. No People are ever very willing 
to facrifice their own particular Intereits to the 
general Ucility of che Publick : For tbey fcldom 
have fo much Generoficy, or publick Spirit, as to 
purchafe che Welfare, or Prefervation of the State, 
at their own Expence. The Athenians, however, 
did it upon this Occafion ; being touched with the 
lively Remon finances of Themiftocles, they con- 
fented, that the Money which arofe from the Pro- 
duel of thofe Mines, fhould be cmploy'd in the 
building an hundred Galleys. Againft the Arri- 
val of Xerxes chey doubled the Number, and to 
that Fleet was owing the Prefervation of Greece. 

When they came to the Point of naming a Ge- 
neral, for the Command of the Navy, the Athe- 
nians, who alone had furnifiVd two Thirds of 
it, laid Claim to that Honour, as appertaining to 
them; and their Precenfions were certainly juft, t] 
and well grounded. Ic happen'd, however, that 
the Suffrages of the Allies, all concurred in Fa- 
vour of Eury blades, a Laccdamonian. Hereupon, 
Thcmijiocles, though very afpiring after Glory, 
thought it incumbent upon him, on this Occafion, 
to neglect his own fnterefts, for che common Good 
of his Country ; and giving the Athenians to un- 
derstand, that, provided they behaved thcmfelves 
with Courage and Conduct, all the Grecians would 
quickly defirc to confer the Command upon them 
of their own Accord, he perfuaiied them to con- 
fent, as he would do himfclf, to yield that Point, 
ac prefent, to the Spartans. ^ Ic may juftly he. 
faid, that this prudent Moderation in 'J henii/locles, 
was another Means of faving the State: For the 
Allies thrcaten'd to feparatc themfel ves from them, 
if they rcfufed to comply ; and if that had hap- 
pen'd Greece mufl have been inevitably ruiri'd. 

The only Thing, that now remained to be dil 
cuffed, was, to know in what Place they fhouhl 
refolve to meet the Pcijians ; in order to difpn 1 -' 
Contrary, looked upon it rather as the Beginning, their Entrance into Greece. The People of 'Ihrf- 
and as the Signal of ft ill fiercer Engagements, for faly rcprcfenccd, chat as they were the moft ex- 
which he ought to prepare the Athenians \ and pofed, and in the Way to be firft n'tnek'd by the 
from that very Time, he began to chink of raifing Enemy, it was but reafonable, that their Oeic"^' 
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lac:er Times of their Commonwealth. The Dan- 
ger of the Scate was the Means of their Reconci- 
liation ; and when their Service was neceflary for 
the Prefervation of the Commonwealth, they laid 
afide all their Jealoufy and Rancour : And we fhall 
fee by the Sequel, that Arijlidcs was fo far from 
leered y chwarcing his ancienc Rival, that he zea- 
louJly contributed to the Succcfs of his Enterprizes, 
and to the Advancement of his Glory. 

The Alarm increafed in Greece, in Proportion 
as they underftood, that the Per/tan Army ad- 
vanced nearer. If the Athenians, and Lacedamo- 
nians, had been able to make no other Refiftance, 
than with their Land- Forces, Greece had been ut- 
terly ruined, and reduced to Slavery. This Exi- 
gence taught them how to fee a right Value upon 
the prudent Forefight of Thcmijiocles, who, upon 
fome other Pretext, had procured the Building of 
an hundred Galleys. Inftead of judging like the 
reft of che Athenians, who looked upon the Victory 
of Marathon as the End of the War, he, on the 



Athens to a Superiority over Sparta, which, for 
a long Time, had been the Miftrcfs of all Greece. 
To attain rfaiw End, he judged ic expedient to 

turn all the Athenian Strength tn maritime Af- _ _ „ _ ...... J 

fairs ; feeing very cleaily, that, coi.fidcring how Inclinations, but yet abfblufely neceffary, in cafe 

!.':tle \'cr Power v.ai> by Land, me had no other their Country was left unproccclcd and defence^'" 



and Sceuricy, on which the Safety of nil Greece Ui 
much depended, fhould firft be provided <« r > 
without which they fhould be obliged to lake fa- 
ther Meafures ; which would be contrary to th ( ' ,r 



\\ .i\ of reiidc/ifM' herfeli* nccelfarv to her Allies, 
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flioulJ be fcnt to guard the Paflage, which fepa- 
ratcs Macedonia from The [fitly* near the River 
pencus, between the Mountains Olympus and Ojja. 
But Alexander, the Son of sJmyntas, king of 
adonia, having given chem to tinderftand, that if 
they waited for the Pcrfians in that place, they 
mult inevitably be opprclfed by their Numbers, 
they retired to Thermopylae The Thcjfalians, there- 
fore, finding themfelves thus abandoned, without 
any farther Deliberation, fubmicted to the Per- 
fians. 

Thermopyla is a Strait, or narrow Pals, of Mount 
OEta, between Thcffaly and Phocis, which is but 
twenty- five Foot broad ; which, therefore, may 
be defended by a fmall Number of Forces, and 
•which was the only Way, through which the 
Per Jinn Land-Army could enter Jlchaia, and come 
to befiege jjihtns. This was the Place, where the 
Grecian Army thought fit to wait for the Enemy : 
The Perfon who commanded it was Leon i das , one 
of the two Kings of Sparta. 

Xerxes, in the mean Time, was upon his March ; 
and had given Orders for his Fleet to follow him 
along the Coaft, and to regulate their Motions 
according to the Motions of the Land-Army. 
Wherever he came, he. found Victuals and Re- 
frclhments, prepared before- hand, purfuant to the 
Orders he had fent : And every City he arrived at 
gave him a magnificent Entertainment, which 
coft immenfe Sums of Money. The vaft Expence 
of thefe Treats, gave Occafion to a witty Saying, 
of a certain Citizen of dbdera, a City in Thrace } 
who, when the King was gone, faid* They ought 
to tha?ik the Gods, that he did hut eat one Meal a 
Day. 

In the fame Country, there was a Prince, who 
fliewed an extraordinary Greatnefs of Soul on this 
Occafion : It was the King of the Bifa/tes. Whilit 

all the other Princes ran into Servitude, and bafely 
fubmitted to Xerxes, he bravely refufed to re- 
ceive his Yoke, or to obey him. Not being in a 
Condition to refill him with open Force, he re- 
tired to an inaccellible Place, on the Top of the 
Mountain Rhodope ; and forbid all his Sons, who 
were fix in Number, to carry Arms againft Greece. 
But they, either out of Fear of Xerxes, or out of 
Curi qfity to fee fo important a War, followed the 
Perfians, in Contradiction to their Father's In- 
junction j on their Return home, their Father, to 
punifli fo direct a Difobedience, condemned all 
nis Sons to have their Eyes put out. Xerxes con- 
tinued his March through Thrace, Macedonia, and 
Thtfjaly, and found every Thing yield and bend 
before him, till he came to the oticights of Thcr- 
mopyU. 

One cannot fee. 
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without the utmoft Aflonifli- 
inent, with what an Handful of Troops, the Gre- 
cians oppofed the innumerable Army of Xtnccs. 

c find a part: ular Computation of their Num- 
ber in Paujanias. AH their Forces, joined toge- 
ther, amounted only to eleven thoufund two hun- 
dred Men. Of which Number, four choufand 
only were employ'd at Thermopyl.v., to defend the 
J image. But thefe Soldiers, adds the Hiftorian, 
were all determined to it Man, either to conquer, 

?/ c ° 4"d VVn!lC l * ' r > chat an Army of luch 

When Xerxes advanced near ihu Streighrs of 
*wnnopyU y he was ftrangely furpri/eil t> find. 
mc tnt 7 were prepared to dilnute his i\il!".»-r C . 



He had always flaiter'd himfelf, that on the i'.ri: 
hearing of his Arrival, the Grecians v. ould be- 
take themfelves to Flight 5 nor could he ever be 
perJuaded to believe, what L) cm at at us had ivAd 
him, from the Beginning of his Enterprise, thar 
at the firft Pafs he came to, he would find h s 
whole Army flopped by an Handful of Men. He 
fcnt out a Spy before hjrn, to take a View of the 
Knemy. The Spy brought him Word, that he found 
the Lacedamonians out of their Inrrer.chmcr.ts, and 
that they were diverting themfelves with military 
iixpercifes, and combing their Hair, which v. as 
the Spartan Manner of preparing themfelves lor 
Battle. 

Xerxes, ft ill entertaining fome Hopes of their 
Flight, waited four Days on Purpofcr to give them 
Time to retreat: And, in this interval of Timer* 
he ufed his utmoft Endeavours to gain Lconidas, 
by making him magnificent Promiks, a::d allur- 
ing him, that he would make him Matter of all 
Greece, if he would come over to his Party. Leo- 
nidas rejected his Proportion with Scorn and In- 
dignation ; and-Xerxes having afterwards wrote to 
him, that he fhould deliver him up his Arms ; 
Leo nidas; in a Stile and Spirit truly Laconic , an 
fwered him in two Words : Come thyfelf and tak*. 
them. There was now nothing left to be done, 
but to prepare themfelves to engage the Laceda 
monians. Xerxes firft commanded his Media. 
Forces to march againft them, with Orders to take 

them all alive, and bring them to him. 'Ihefc 
Medes we're not able to ftand the Shock of the 
Grecians', and being fhamefully put to Flight, 
they fhewedj fays Herodotus, that Xerxes had a 
great many Men, and but few Soldiers. The 
next, that were fent to face the Spartans, were 
thofe Perfians, called, The Immortal Band, which 
made up a Body of ten thoufand Men ; and were 
the belt Troops in the whole Army. But thefe 
had no better Succefs than the former. 

Xerxes, out of all Hopes of being able to force 
his Way through Troops, that were fo determine 
to conquer, or be kill'd, was extremely pcrplcxM , 
and could not tell what Resolution to take, when 
an Inhabitant of the Country came to him, and 
difcovered a fecret winding by-path, up to an E- 
minence, which overlooked and commanded the 
Spartan Forces. He quickly difpatchVl a De- 
tachment thither, v/hich marching all Night, ar- 
rived there at the Break of Day, and po foiled 
themfelves of that advantageous Situation. 

The Greeks were foon advertifed of this Misfor- 
tune ; and Leonid j s feeing, that it was now im- 
pollible to bear up againlt the Enemy, obliged 
the reft of the Allies to retire, but ftaid himlelf, 
with his three hundred Spartans, all refolved to 
die with their Leader ; who being told by the 
Oracle, that either Laccdamon t or her King, mult 
nccenarily peri Ih ; determined, without the lea ft 
Difficulty or Hefitation, to facrifice himfelf for 
his Country. Thefe brave Spartans then, did not 

feed themfelves with any Hopes, cither of con- 
quering or denping, but look'd upon Thermof\Lr 

as their C»rave and uuryinty place, lne KtrtT? 
exhorting his Men to take tome Nourilhmcnc, 
and telling them at the fame Time, thar thc\ 
would lup together with Pkfto, \Vc\ all, with one 
Accord, fct up » Shout of Joy, :is if they had been 
invited to a Banquet. W !.en 1 1'.e\ u ere thus riltVl 
with an cxtfttordiiiarv A:Jj:»r, 1 c led :!;em on 
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Battle : The Shock was exceeding^ violent and 
bloody : Leonid*:* himfelf was one of the firft who 
fell : And the couragious EfFoits his Lacedaemo- 
nians performed to defend his dead Body, were 
incredible. 

At length, not vanquihVd, but opprefs'd by 
Numbers, they all fell, except one Man ; who 
cfcap'd to Sparta, where he was treated as a Cow- 
ard, and Traitor to his Country ; and could find 
no- body, that would keep Company, or converfe 
with him. Bur, a little afterwards, he made a 
glorious Reparation of his Fault, at the Battle of 
Plat**, where he diftinguifli'd himfelf in an ex- 
traordinary Mauner. Xerxes, enraged to the laft 
Degree auainft Leonidas, for daring to make Head 
aaaintt him, caus'd his dead Body to be hung 
up on a Gallows ; and fo cover'd himfelf with 
Shame; whilft he thought to fix Diihonour on his 

Enemy. 

Some Time after thefe Tranfattions, by Order 
of the .Jmphiclyoncs, a magnificent Monument was 
eretted juft by Thermopylae, to the Honour of thefe 
brave Defenders of Greece; and upon the Monu- 
ment were put two Infcriptions, one of which was 
general, and related to all thofe, who dy'd at 
Tkcrmopyl* 5 importing, that the Greeks 01 Pelo- 
fonneftiSt to the Number only of four Thoufand, 
had made Head againft the Perfian Army, which 
confifted of three Millions of Men: The other 
related to the Spartans in particular. It was com- 
poled by the Poet Simonides y and is very remark- 
able for its Simplicity. It is as follows: Go, Paf- 
fenger, and carry the News to Lacedasmon, that 
we died here, in Obedience to her /acred Laws. 
Forty Years afterwards, Taufanias, who obtain'd 
the Victory of 'Plata*, caus'd the Bones of Leoni* 
da! to be carry'd from Thermopylae to Sparta, 
and ere&ed a magnificent Monument to his Me- 
mory ; near to which was like wife another ere£fced 
to the Honour of Paufanias. Every Year, at thefe 
Tombs, was a Funeral-Oration pronoune'd to the 
Honour of thefe Heroes, and a publick Celebra- 
tion of Games obferv'd, wherein none but Lace- 
damonians had a Right to partake, in order to 
ihew, that they alone were concern'd in the Glory 
obtain'd at Thermopylae. 

Xerxes, in thatAclion, loft above twenty thou- 
fand Men, among which were two of his 
own Brothers. He was very fenfible, that fo great 
a Lofs, which was a manifeft Proof of the Cou- 
rage of their Enemies, was capable of alarming, 
and difcouraging his Soldiers. In order, therefore, 
to conceal the Knowledge of it from them, he 
caufed all his Men, kill'd in that Action, except 
a Thoufand, whofc Bodies he order'd to be left 
upon the Field, to be thrown together into large 
Holes, which were fecretly made, and cover'd over 
afterwards with Earth and Herbs. This Stratagem 
fiiccceded very ill : For, when the Soldiers in his 
Fleet, being curious to fee the Field of Battle, 
obtain'd Leave to come thither for that Purpofe, 
rhcTrick he had pra&is'd ferv'd rather to dilcover 
his own Littlencft of houl, than to cover the Num- 
ber of the Slain. 

Being alarnVd at a Viftory, that had coft him 
fojdear, he ask'd Demur at its, if the Lacedemonians 
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ccdamon, who* were properly call 'd Spartans, about 
eight thoufand in Number, furpaffed all the Reft 
in Bravery \ and were all like thofe who fought 
under Leonidas. We muft ftep back again a little, 
and fpeak a Word or two more upon the Battle 
of Thermopylae ; the Iffue of which having been 
fatal, in Appearance, might make an Impreflion 
upon the Minds of our Readers, to the Difadvan- 
tage of the Lacedaemonians, and occafion their Cou- 
rage to be look'd upon as the Effect of a prefum- 
ptuous Temerity, or a defperate Resolution. 

This Action of Leonidas, with his three hundred 
Spartans 9 was not the Effect: of Raftinefs or De- 
fpair, but was a wife, and noble Piece of Conduct, 
as Diodorus Siculus has taken Care to reprefent to 
us, in the magnificent Encomium he has made of 
the Glory of that famous Engagement, to which 
he afcribes the Succefs of all the enfuing Victories 
and Campaigns. Leonidas knowing, that Xerxes 
march/d at the Head of all the Forces of the 
Raft, in order to overwhelm and crufh a little 
Country, by the Dint of his Numbers, rightly 
conceiv'd, by the Superiority of his Genius and 
Underftandingi if they pretended to make the Suc- 
cefs of that War confift in oppofing Force to Force, 
and Numbers to Numbers, all the Grecian Nations 
together would never be able to equal the Per/t- 
ans, or difpute the Victory with them ; that it was, 
therefore, ncceflary to point out to Greece another 
Way of Safety and Prefervation, whilft fhe was 
under thefe Alarms; and, that they ought to fliew 
the whole Univerfe, who had all their Eyes turn'd 
upon them, what glorious Things might be done, 
when Magnanimity is engaged againft bodily 
Force j true Courage and Bravery againft a blind 
Impetuofity 5 the Love of Liberty againft a tyran- 
nical Opprellion ; and a few difciplin'd veteran 
Troops againft a confufed Multitude, though ne- 
ver fo numerous. Thefe brave Lacedemonians then 
thought it became them, who were the choiceft 
Soldiers of the chief People of Greece, to devote 
themfelves to certain Death, in order to make the 
Perjians fenfible, how difficult it is to reduce a free 
People to Slavery ; and teach the Reft of their 
Countrymen, by their Example, either to vanquifh? 
or perifli. 

We do not owe thefe Sentiments to our own 
Invention j or afcribe them to Leonidas, without 
Foundation : They are plainly compriz'd in that 
fhort Anfwer, which that worthy King of Sparta 
made to a certain Lacedamonian ; who, being ai- 
tonifli'd at the generous Rcfolution the King had 
taken, fpoke to him in this Manner: '< Is it pot- 
Able then. Sir, that you can think of marching 
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had many fuch Soldiers. That Prince told him, 
the Spattitn Republidc had a great many Cities 
belonging 10 it , of which all the Inhabitants were 
;eeding brave; but that the Inhabitants of La- 



with an Handful of Men againft fuch a mighty 
and innumerable Army ? If we arc to reckon 
upon Numbers (reply 9 d Leonidas") ajl the People 
or Greece together would not be fufficientj fince 
a fmall Part of thc'Perfian Army is equal to all 
her Inhabitants : 13ut, if we are to rec kon upon 
Courage, my little Troop is more than fuflici- 
cnt." 

The Event flicw'il the Juftnefs of this Prince'.? 
Sentiments. That ilJuftrioua Example of Co u ram- 
altoniftVd the Pvtjuns, and gave new Spirit and 
Vigour to the Gncians. The Lives, then, of chi* 
heroic Lender, and his brave Troop, were nor 
thrown away, bur ufelully cm ploy 'd; and their 
Death produced a double KlVect, more great and 

lalting, than lIu-v themfelves had imagin'd. U' 1 

quo 
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one Hand, it was the Seed, as it were, of their 
enfuing Vi&ories, which made the 'Perfians, for 
ever alter, lay afide all Thoughts of coming again 
to attack Greece ; fo that, during the feven or 
eight fucceeding Reigns, there was neither any 
Prince, who durft entertain fuch a Defign ; nor 
an y Flatterer in his Court, who durft propofe the 

Thing to him. 

On the other Hand, fuch a fignal, and exem- 
plary Inftance of Intrepidity, made an indelible 
lmpreffion upon all the Reft of the Grecians $ and 
left a Perfuafion deeply rooted in their Hearts, 
that they were able to fubdue the Per/ians, and 
pull down their vaft Empire. Cimon was the Man, 
who made the firft Attempt of that Kind, and did 
it with Succefs. -dgefilaus afterwards puuVd that 
Enterprise farther 5 and carry'd it fo far, that he 
made the great Monarch tremble in his Palace at 
Sufa* Alexander, at laft, accompliih'd the De- 
fign with an incredible Facility. He never had 
the leaft Doubt, no more than the Macedonians, 
who folio w'd him, or the whole Country of Greece, 
that chofe him fof General on that Expedition, 
but that with thirty thoufand Men he could over- 
turn the Per/dan Empire; fince all the united Forces 
of the Eajt had been flopped by three hundred 
Spartans. 

The very fame Day, on which the glorious Ac- 
tion at Thsrmopyla happened, there was like wife 
an Engagement at Sea between the two Fleets. 
That of the Grecians^ exclufive of the little Gal- 
leys, and fmall Boats, con fitted of two hundred 
and feventy-one Veflels. This Fleet had lain by 
near Artemifa, a Promontory of Eubaa, upon the 
Northern Coaft towards the S freights. That of 
the Enemy, which was much mote numerous* was 
near the fame Place j but had lately been harafs'd 
with a violent Tempeft, that had aeftroy'd above 
four hundred of their Veflels. Notwithstanding 
this Lofe, it was ftili vaftly fuperior in Number 
to that of the Grecians, upon which they were 
preparing to fall ; infomuch, that they detach'd 
two hundred of their Veflels, with Orders to wait 
about Eubara, to the End that none of the Veflels 
of the Enemies might efcape them. 

The Grecians having got Intelligence of this 
Separation* immediately let Sail in the Night, in 
order to attack that Detachment in the Dawning 
of the Morning; but, not meeting therewith, 
they return'd towards the Evening, and fell upon 
the Bulk of the Enemy's Fleet, which they treated 
very roughly. Night coming on, they were 
obliged to teparate, and both Parties retired to 
their Pofts. But the very Night, that parted 
them, proved more pernicious to the Perfians, 
than the Engagement which bad preceded; by 
Reafon of a violent Storm of Wind, accompany'd 
with Rain and Thunder, which diftrefs'd and har- 
rafs'd their Veflels till Break of Day : And the 
two hundred Ships, likewife, that had been de- 
tached from their Fleet, as we mention'd before, 
were almoft all caft away upon the Coafts of Eu- 
hoea i it being the Will of the Gods, fays Herodo- 
tus, that the two Fleets (hould be brought pretty 
near to an Equality. 

The -Athenians having, the fame Day, receivM 
* Reinforcement of fifty-three Veflels, the Greci- 
**** who were appriz'd of the Wreck, th.it had 
nappen'd to Pare of the Enemies Fleet, fell up- 
on the Cilicians at the fame Hour, as they had 



attack'd the Fleet the Day before, and funk a 
great Number of them. Upon which, the Pcrji- 
ans, being aiham'd to fee themfelves thus infuked 
byjan Enemy, who were fo much inferior in Num- 
ber, thought fit, the next Day, to appear firfi in 
a Difpofition to engage. The Battle was very 
obftinatc this l ime, and the Succefs pretty near 
equal on both Sides, excepting, that the Perfi- 
ans, who were incommoded by the Largenefs 3 and 
Number of their Veflels, fuftained the greater 
Lofs: Both Parties, retir'd in good Order. 

All thefe Actions, which pafled near Artemifa, 
did not bring Matters to an abfolutc Decifion, but 
contributed very much to animate the Athenians; 
becaufe they were then convine'd, by their own 
Experience, that there was nothing really formi- 
dable, either in the Number, andTamptuous De- 
corations of Veflels 5 or in the infolent Manner of 
the Barbarians, fliouring and crying out Viffory; 
for Men, who know how to come to clofe Com- 
bat, and had the Courage to fight with Steadinefs 
and Refolution 5 and that, the beft Way of deal- 
ing with fuch an Enemy, was, to defpife all that 
vain Appearance; to come boldly up to them, and 
attack them briskly and vigoroufly, without ever 
flinching, or giving Ground. 

The Grecian Fleet, by this Time, having had 
Intelligence of what had pafled at Thermopylae, 
rcfolv'd upon what Courfe they were to take, 
without any farther Deliberation. They imme- 
diately failed away from Artemifa, and advancing 
toward the Heart of Greece, they llopp'd :-.t Sala- 
mis, a little Ifle, very near, and ovei'-.<£pinit At' 
tica. Whilft the Fleet was in this Retreat, The- 
mijlocks pafled through all the Places> where it 
was neceflary for the Enemies to* come to Land, 
in order to take in frefh Water, or other Provifi- 
and, in large Characters* engrav'd upon the 
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Rocks, and the Stones, the following Words, which 
he addrefled to the Ionians : Be of our Side, ye 
People of Ionia : Come over to the Party of your 
Fathers ; who cxpofe their own Lives, for no other 
End, than to maintain your Liberty : Or, if you, 
cannot pojjibly do that ; at half, do the Per flans 
all the Mi f chief you can, when we are engaged 
with them \ and put their Army into Dif order and 
Confufton. t By this Means Themiflocles hoped, ei- 
ther to bring the Ionians really over to their Tar- 
ty ; or, at leaft, to render them fufpetted to the 
Barbarians .We fee, this General had his Thoushcs 
always intent upon his Bufinefs ; and neglected 
nothing, that could contribute to the Succefs of 
his Deligns* 

In the meanWhile, Xerxes Was entered into the 
Country of Phocis $ by the Upper-Part of Doris ; 
and was burning, and plundering the Cities of the 
Phocians; infomuch, that the Inhabitants of the 
Pehponnefus, thinking upon nothing but the fav- 
ing of their own Country, refolv'd to abandon all 
the Reft ; and to bring all the Grecian Forces to- 
gether within the lfthmus\ over which they in- 
tended to build a ftrong Wall, that fhould reach 
from one Sea to the other ; which was a Space of 
near five Miles. The Athenians, and with good 
Reafon, were highly provok'd at fo bafc a Defer- 
tion, feeing themfelves ready to fall into the Hands 
of the Per/tans, and likely to bear the whole Weight 
of their Fury and Vengeance. 

SomeTime before they had confulted the Oracle 
of Delphos, which had givcrv them for Anfwer; 

4 H That 
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That (here -would be no Way of favlng the City 
but by Walls of JVood. The Sentiments of che 
People were much divided about this ambiguous 
ExpreiTion : Some thought it was underftood to 
mean the Citadel ; becaufe that, heretofore, had 
been furrounded with Wooden Fallifadoes. But 
Tbemijioclcs cave another Senfe to the Words, which 
was much more natural \ believing it to be Ship- 
ping that was meant by the Oracle 5 and from 
thence endeavour'd to fhew, that the only Mea- 
furts they had to take, were to leave the City 
empty, and to embark all the Inhabitants. But 
this uas a Refolution the People would not give 
Ear to, as thinking themfelves inevitably loft} 
and not even caring to conquer, when once they 
had abandon'd the Temples of their Gods, and the 
Tombs of their Anceftors. 

Here Themijloclcs had Occafion for all his Ad- 
drefs, and all his Eloquence, to work upon the 
People : Wherefore, atter he had represented to 
them, that jit kens did not confift, either of its 
Walls, or ics Houfes, but its Citizens ; and, that 
the faving of thefe was the Prefervation of the 
Citv } he^endeavour'd to perfuade them, by the 
Argument, which was the molt capable of mak- 
ing an ImprelTion upon them in that unhappy, 
affiled, and dangerous Condition they were then 
in ; we mean, the Argument and Motive of Di- 
vine Authority 5 giving them to underftand, by 
the very Words of the Oracle, and by the Prodi- 
aies, that were come to pafs, that their removing, 
for a Time, from Athens , did plainly appear to 

be the W ill of the Gods. f . , . 

A Decree was, therefore, palled 5 by which, in 
order to foften what appear'd fo hard in the Re- 
folution of deferring the City, it was ordain'd, 
That Athens Jhould be given up in Trujl into the 
Hands, and committed to the Keeping and Protec- 
tion of Minerva, Patronefs of the Athenian Peo- 
ple ; that all fuch Inhabitants, as were able to bear 
jirms, JJjculd go on Ship- board 5 and that every Ci- 
tizen Jhould p/ ovide, as well as he could, for the 
Safety and Security of his tt r ife> Children* and 

The extraordinary Behaviour of Cimon, who 
was at this Time but very young, was of great 
Weight on this Angular Occafion : He went pub- 
lickly together with his Companions, with a gay 
and cheerful Countenance, along the Street of the 
Ceramicus to the Citadel ; in order to confecrate 
a Bit of a Bridle, which he carry'd in his Hand, 
in the Temple of Minerva ; detigning to make 
the People underftand, by this religious, and af- 
fecting Ceremony, that they had no farther Bufi- 
nefs with the Accoutrements appertaining to Land- 
Forces ; and, that it behoved them now to betake 
themfelves entirely to the Sea. After he had 
made an Offering of this Bit, he took one of the 
Shields, that hung up on the Wall of theTcmple, 
paid his Devotions to the Goddefs, went down to 
the Water-Side, and was the firft, who, by his 
Example, infpir'd the grcatett Part of the People 
with Confidence and Refolution, and encouraged 

them to embark. m 

The major Part of rhem lent their Fathers and 
Mothers, who were old, together with thcirWivcs 
and Children, to the City of Tt cezettc ; whofe In- 
habitant:; receiv'd them with great Humanity and 
tiei.erofuy. For, they made an Ordinance, that 
ih^\ lhouhl be in.ii i.tainM at the Ex pence of the 



Publick ; and aflTgn'd for each Perfon's Sub/iftencc 
cwoOboli a Day* which was Two Pence Half! 
Penny. Befides this, they permitted the Children 
to gather Fruit, wherever they pleased, or where- 
ever they came ; and moreover, fettled a Fund for 
the Payment of the Matters, who had the Care of 
their Education. How generous, and worthy of 
Admiration was it, to fee a City, expos'd, as this 
was, to the greatcft Dangers and Calamities, ex- 
tend her Care and Generofity in the the very Midlr 
of fuch Alarms, even to the Education of the Chil- 
dren of other People ! 

When all . the Citisens of Athens came to em- 
bark, fo moving and melancholy a Spectacle drew 
Tears from the Eyes of , all who were prefent ; 
and, at the fame Time, occafion'd great Admi^ 
ration, with Regard tp the Steadinefs and Courage 
of thofe Men, who fent their Fathers and Mothers 
another Way, and to other Places ; and who, 
without being mov'd, either at their Grief and 
Lamentations, or at the tender Embraces of their 
Wives and Children, palled over with fo much 
Firmnefs and Refolution to Sal amis. But that, 
which extremely rais'd, and augmented the gene- 
ral Companion, was the great Number of old 
Men, whom they were forced to leave in the City, 
on Account of their Age and Infirmities and of 
which many voluntarily remained there, on a 
Motive of Religion, believing the Citadel to be 
the Thing meant by the Oracle, in the fore-men- 
tioned ambiguous Exprcflion of Wooden Walls. 

There was not a Creature (for Hiftory has judg'd 
this Circumftance worthy of being recorded) even 
to the domeftick Animals, fuch as Dogs and Cats, 
but who took Part in this publick Mourning; 
nor was it poflible for a Man to fee thofe poor 
Creatures run howling and crying after their Maf- 
ters, who were going on Ship-board, without be- 
ing touch'd and affected. Among the Rett, par- 
ticular Notice is taken of a Dog belonging to 
Xanthippus, the Father of Pericles ; who, not 
being able to fee himfelf abandon'd by his Maf- 
ter, jump'd into the Sea after himj and continued 
fwimming, as near as he could to the Veflel, his 
Matter was on board of, till he landed at Sala- 
m'tSy and dy'd the Moment after upon the Shore. 
In the fame Place, even in Plutarch's Time, they 
us'd to fliew the Spot, wherein they pretended this 
faithful Animal was bury'd ; and it was known 
by the Name of the Dog y s Burying-Ground. 

Whilft Xerxes was continuing his March, fome 
Deferters from Arcadia came and join'd his Army; 
and the King having ask'd them, what the Gre- 
cians were then doing, was extremely furpriz'd* 
when he was told, that they were cmploy'd in 
feeing the Games and Combats, that the People 
were then celebrating in Olympia : But, his Sur- 
prise was ftill incrcas'd, when he under ftood, that 
the Victor's Reward in thofe Engagements, was 
only a Crown of Olive. " What Men mull: the) 
" be (cry'd one of the Perfian Nobles withgrcar 
" Wonder and Aftoniflimcnt) who are a 

" only with mere Honour, and not with Mo- 
ot n(? y j » 

Xerxes had fent ofF a confidcrablc Detachment 

of his Army, to go and plunder the Temple at 

Delphosy in which he knew there was an immenfe 

Treafurc 5 being refolv'd to treat Apollo with no 

more Favour than the other Gods, whofe Temple 

he had pillaged : And, if we may believe Htra* 

dotns, 
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(lotus, and Di odor us Siculus, aflbon as ever this 
JJc each men t advane'd near the Temple of Miner- 
va, who was firnamed the Provident, the Air was 
jilPdwich a fudden Darknefs ; and a violent Tem- 
peft arofe, accompany 'd with impetuous Winds, 
'J h under and Lightning: And two huge Rocks 
having fever'd themfclves from the Mountain, fell 
upon the Per J; an Troops, and crulh'd the great eft 
Part of them. 

The other Part of the Army march 'd towards 
the City of Athens* which was defcrted by all its 
inhabitants, except a fmall Number of Citizens, 
who had retired into the Citadel j where they de- 
fended themfelves with an incredible Resolution, 
till they were all kill'd, and would hearken to 
no Terms of Accommodation whatfoever. Xerxes 
entirely burnt the City, and all its Temples. Pau- 
janias informs us, that, in After-Times, the A- 
thenians purpofcly left fome of thofe Temples in 
the Condition, to which the Pcrjtans had redue'd 
them, and would not rebuild them $ to the End, 
that thofe facred Ruins'might ever remain, as per- 
petual and fubfifting Motives of the irreconcilable 
Hatred, that ought to be kept up between the 
Greeks and Bat b art an s. 

Xerxes immediately difpatch'd a Courier to Su- 
fa, to carry the agreeable News of his Succefs to 
Artabanes, his Uncle : And, at the fame Time, 
fent him a great Number of Pictures and Statues. 
Thofe of Harmodius and Arijioglton, the ancient 
Deliverers of Athens, were among the Reft. One 
of the Kings of Syria* nam'd Antiochus, fent back 
thefe two Pi&ures to the Athenians 5 being per- 
fuaded he could not pofiibly make them a more 
acceptable Prefenc 

At this Time, a Divifion arofe among the Com- 
manders of the Grecian Fleet 5 and the Confede- 
rates, in a Council of War, which was held for 
that Purpofe,were of very different Sentiments con- 
cerning the Place, that was to be refolv'd upon, 
for engaging the Enemy. Some, and indeed, 
the major Part, at the Head of whom was Eury- 
biades, the General ifli mo of the Fleet, were for 
having them advance near the IJlhrntts of Corinth-, 
to the End, that they might be nearer the Land- 
Army, which was pofted there, for the guarding 
of that Paffage, under the Command of Cleotnbro- 
tus, the Brother of Leo?iidas\ and chat they 
might likewile have it more in their Power to 
defend the P cloponnefus. Others, at the Head of 
whom was Themijlocles, alledg'd , that it would 
be betraying their Country, to abandon fo advan- 
tageous a Poft, as that ot Salamis. And, as the 
lair, mention'd General was fpcaking with much 
Warmth in the Defence of his Opinion, Eurybi- 

fu cc * U P n * s ^ane ovcr n ' m ' n a menacing 
Manner. Strike (fays the Athenian, unmov'd at 
the Infuh) but hear me: And, continuing his 
jJUcourfe, proceeded to fliew of what Importance 
H was for the Fleet of the Grecians, whole Veflels 
Were lighter, and much fewer in Number, than 
thofe or the 'Per/sans, to give Battle in fuch a 
freight, as that of Ha/amis ; which would render 
^eEnemv incapable of uiing a great Part of their 

forces. ^ Hereupon, lutrybiades, who could not 
nelp b 



) Deing touch' d with this extraordinary 
"?"cc uf Moderation in 'J'bcmijloclcs, fubmkted to 

n ! H .Keaions ; or, at leal), comply'd with his O- 
pinioiii for Kar the Athenians, whofe Ships made 
abovc °«« Half of the Fleer, fliould iepararc them- 



In- 

d to 



felves from the Allies, as their General had taLen 
Occafion to infinuate. 

A Council of War was likewife held on the Side 
of the Per (tans, in order to determine whether they 
fhould hazard a naval Engagement : Xerxes him- 
felf being come to the Fleet, to take the Advice 
of his Captains and Officers 5 who were all una- 
nimous in their Suffrages for giving Battle, be- 
caufe they knew it was agreeable to the King's 
Inclination. Queen Artemifa was the only Per- 
fon, who oppos'd this Reiolution. She repre- 
fented the dangerous Confcquences of engaging 
with a People, more converfant, and expert in 
maritime Affairs than the Perfians; alledging, 
that the Lofs of a Battle at Sea, would be at- 
tended with the Ruin of <heir Army at Land ; 
whereas, by protracting theWar, and by their ad- 
vancing near the He/oponnefus, they fhould create 
Jealoufics and Divifions among their Enemies 5 or, 
rather, augment the Divifions, that were already 
very great amongft them ; that the Confederates, 
in that Cafe, would not fail to feparate from one 
another, in order to go and defend, each of them, 
his own Country and Territory ; and then the 
King, without Difficulty, and almoft without ltr'Jc- 
ing a Blow, might make himfclf Mafter of all 
Greece. This Advice, though exceeding prudent, 
was not follow 'd : And the Refolution taken, was 
to give Battle, and hazard a Sea- Engagement. 

Xerxes , imputing the ill Succefs ol all the for- 
mer Engagements they had at Sea, to his own 
Abfence, refolv'd to be Witnefs of this from the 
Top of an Eminence, and caus'd a Throne to be 
erected for that Purpofe. The King being thus 
plac'd in Sight of his Navy, might, perhaps, con- 
tribute, in lome Meafure, to animate his Forces : 
But, there is anotherWay of doing it, much more 
fure and effectual, by the Prince's real Prefc nee, 
ahd Example, when he himfelf fhares the Dan- 
ger ; and, by that Means, (hews himfelf worthy 
of being the Soul and Head of a brave and nu- 
merous Body of Men, ready to die in his Ser- 
vice. 

A Prince, not having this Sort of Courage and 
Firmnefs, which nothing can (hake, and even rifes 
and increafes by Danger; may, neverthelcfs, be 
endu'd with other excellent Qualities ; but then he 
is by no Means proper to command an Army. 
No Qualification whatfoever can fupply the Wane 
of Courage in a General : And the more he la- 
bours to fhew the Appearance or it, when he has 
not the Reality, the more he difcovers his Cowar- 
dife and Fear. There is, it muft be own'd, a 
valt Difference between a general Officer, and a 
fimple Soldier. Xerxes ought not to have expos'd 
his Perfon otherwife than as becomes a Prince : 
That is to fay, as the Head, not as the Hand : 
As he, whofe Bufinefs it is to dire£t and give Or- 
ders, not as thofe appointed to execute. Bur, to 
keep himfelf entirely at a Diftance from Danger, 
and to a£l no other Part than that of a Spectator, 
was really renouncing the Quality and Office of a 
General. 

In the mean While, ThemiJ}ocIes y knowing fome 
Commanders in the Grecian Fleet (rill cntertain'd 
Thoughts of failing towards the ljlhmus, contrived 
to have Notice given under hand to Xerxes, that, 
an the Grecian Allies were now :if Fumbled together 
in one Place, it would be an eaiy Matter ft. r him 
to fubdue, and deitroy them all together j where- 
as. 
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as, if they once feparated from one another, as 
they were going to do, he might never meet with 
fuch another Opportunity f o favourable. The 
King gave into this Sentiment; and immediately 
commanded a great Number of his Veflels to fur- 
round Sal amis by Night; in order to make it im- 
practicable for the Greeks to quit their Pott. 

No- body among the Grecians pcrceiv'd their 
Army was thus encompafs'd ; when Arifiides fail'd 
in the Night from Mgina, where he had fome 
Forces under his Command, and with very great 
Danger crofted through the whole Fleet of the 
Enemies. When he came up to the Tent of The- 
mijiocles, he took him aJide, and ipokc to him in 
the following Manner : If we are wife, Themif- 
todes, w c /hall, from hmcc forward* lay ajlde that 
vain and childijh Diffinf/on. that has hitherto di- 
vided us, and jkall Strive, with a more noble and 
ufeful Emulation, which of us Jhall render the bejl 
Service to his Country ; you by commd7idi?tg, and 
doing the Duty of a wife and able Captain', and 
I by obeying your Or del s, and afpjiing you with 
my Per/on and Advice. He then in form 'd him of 
the Army's being furrounded with the Ships of 
the Per/ians, and warmly exhorted him to give 
chem Battle without Delay. 

Tt>cmi/ioc/cs, extremely aftonifhed at fuch a 
Greatneis of boul, and fuch a noble and generous 
Franknefs, was fomewhat afhamed, that he had 
fufTered bimfelf to be thus furpaiTed by his Ri- 
val ; but bluihing, he own'd it, and promised A* 
rijiides, he would, henceforward, imitate his Ge- 
nerofay ; and even exceca it, if it were poflible, 
throughout the Rett of his Conduct. Then, af- 
ter having imparted to him the Stratagem he had 
fbrnrd to deceive the Barbarians, he defired him 
to go in Ferfon to Eurybiades, in order to con- 
vince him, there was no other Means of Safety 
for them, than engaging the Enemy by Sea ac 
Salarnis ; which CommiiTion A rijiides executed with 



Pleafure and Succefs : For, he was in great Credit 
and Elteem, in the Opinion of that General. 

They begin then on both Sides to prepare for 
Battle : The Grecian Fleet conflfted of three hun- 
dred and eighty Sail of Ships, which in every 
Thing follow'd the Direction and Orders of The- 
mijlocles. Now, as nothing cfcap'd this Athenian's 
Forofight ; and, as he, like an able Commander, 
knew how to improve every Circumfta nee and In- 
cident to Advantage; before he would begin the 
Engagement) he waited till a certain Wind, that 
rofe regularly every Day at a certain Hour, and 
was entirely contrary to the Enemy, began to 
blow. 

Alfoon as this Wind rofe, the Signal was given 
for Battle; and the Petfians knowing their King 
had his Eyes upon them, advane'd with fuch Cou- 
rage and Impctuofity, as were capable of ftriking 
an Enemy with Terror. But the Heat of the firii 
Attack quickly abated, when they came to be en- 
gaged. Every Thing was contrary to, and difad- 
vanragious for chem: The Wind blowing directly 
in their Faces ; the Height, and Heavinefs of 
thcirVcflils, which could not move and turn but 



without Hurry and Confufion ; becaufe cvcryThj !: .-> 
was fubje£t, and obedient to the Direction of e% t % 
Commander. 

In the mean While, the Jonians, whom Them if. 
tocles had advertis'd, by Characters engraven upon 
Stones along the Coaiis of Eubcea, to remember 
from whom they deriv'd their Original, were the 
firft, who betook rhemfelves to Flight; and were 
quickly follow'd by the Reft of the Fleet. But 
Queen Artemifa diftinguifh'd herfelf by incredible 
Efforts of Resolution and Courage; fo that Xerxes f 
who faw in what Manner fhe had behav'd her- 
felf, cry'd out, That the Men had behaved like Wo- 
men in this Engageme?it, and that the Women had 
fhetvn the Courage of Men. Hereupon, the Athe- 
nians being enraged, that a Woman had dar'd to 
appear in Arms againft them, promis'd a Re- 
ward of ten thoufand Drachma to any one, who 
mould be able to take her alive * But fhe had the 
good Fortune to efcape their Purfuits* But, if 
they had chane'd to have taken her ; furely, ii 
they had judg'd impartially, fhe muft have de- 
ferv'd the higheft Commendations, and the molt 
honourable and generous Treatment- 
Such was the buccefs of the Battle of Salami: j 
one of the moft remarkable Actions we find re- 
corded in ancient Hiftory j and which has, and 
will render the Name, and Courage .of the Greci- 
ans, famous through all Generations. There was 
a great Number of the Terjian Ships taken, and 
ftiil a much greater funk upon this Occafion. 
Many of their Allies dreading the King's Cruelty 
no lefs than the Rage of the Enemy, made the 
belt of their Way into their own Country. 

When the Battle was over, Thcmijiocles, in a 
fecret Converfation he had with Arifiides, pro- 
pos'd to his Confederation, in order to found him, 
and learn his true Sentiments, whether it would 
not be proper for them, to fend fome Veflels to 
break down the Bridge, Xerxes caus'd to be built; 
to the End, fays he, we may take Afia into Eu- 
rope : But, though he made this Proposition, yet, 
in his Mind, he was far from approving it. How- 
ever, Ariftides believing him to be in Earneft, 
argued very warmly and ftrenuoufly againft any 
fuch Project ; and reprefented to him, how dange- 
rous it was, to reduce fo powerful an Enemy to 
Defpair; from whom it was their Bufinefs to de- 
liver themfelvcs, as foon as poflible. Thcmi/foclet 
then feem'd to be prevail'd upon by his Reafons; 
and, in order to halfcen the Departure of the King, 
he contriv'd to have him fecretly advertis'd, that 
the Grecians dcfien'd to break down the Bridge. 
The Point Tbemijtocles feems to have had in View, 
by this falfe Confidence, was, to fortify himlelr 
with the Opinion of A rijiides, which was of great 
Weight, againft that of the other Generals, in 
cafe they were inclin'd to go and break down the 
Bridge. Perhaps too, he might aim at guarding 
himielf, by this Means, againft the 111 -Will ol 
his Enemies ; who might, one Day, accufe him of 
Treafon before the People, if ever they came to 
know he had been the Author of that fecret Ad- 
to Xerxes, 



However it be, that Prince, being frightned 
at the hearing of fuch News, made the beft l/w 
w # he could of his Time; and fet out by NighCj, 

them in a Place fo ftrait and narrow, as that they leaving Mar d on i us behind him with an Army 0 * 
fought in : Whereas, on the Side of the Grecians, three hundred thoufand Men, in order to reduce 
every Thing was done w ith Order and Regularity, Greece, if he was able; and the Grecians, \yn° t 



with great Difficulty 5 and even the Number of 
their Ships like wife, which was fo far from being 
advantagious, that it only ferv'd to perplex 



expe- 
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expected that Xerxes would have come to another 
Engagement the next Day, having learnt that he 
waffled, purfued him as faft as they could, but 
£ o no Purpofe. They had deftroy'd, in the fore- 
mencion'd Battle, two hundred of the Enemy's 
Ships, befidcs thofe which they took from them. 
The Remainder of the Perfian Fleet, after having 
fufFcred extremely by the Winds in their Paflage, 
retired towards the Coaft of AJia, and enter'd into 
the Port of Cuma, a City in Eolia ; where they 
palled the Winter, and never ventured afterwards 
to return into Greece, 

Xerxes took the other Part of the Army along 
with him, and went by the Way of the Hellefpont ; 
but as no Provifions had been .prepared for them 
beforehand, they underwent great Hardfliips dur- 
ing their whole March, which lafted five and forty 
Pays ; and after having eaten up and corifumed 
all the Fruit they could meet with, the Soldiers 
were obliged to live upon Herbs, and even upon 
the Bark and Leaves of Trees ; which occafioned 
a great Sicknefs in the Army, and Numbers died 
ofa Loofenefs, and the Plague. 

As for the King himfelf, through Eagernefs 
and Impatience to make his Efcape, he left his 
Army behind him, and travelled on before, with 
a fmall Retinue, in order to reach the Bridge 
with the greater Expedition: But when he ar- 
rived at the Place, he found the Bridge broken 
down by the Violence of the Waves, which a 
great Tempeft had occafion'd, and was reduced to 
the Neceflity of crofling over in a Fifhing-boat. 
What an inftru£Hve Spectacle was this, in order 
to Ihew Mankind the Mutability of all earthly 
Things, and the Inftability of human Greatnefc f 
To fee a Prince, whofe Armies and Fleets the Land 
and Sea were fcarce able to contain a little while, 
before, now dealing away, in a poor fmall Boat, 
almoft without any Servants or Attendants ! Such 
was the I flue and Succefs of the Expedition of 
Xerxes* again ft Greece. 

If we, compare this Prince with himfelf at dif- 
ferent Times, and on different Occafions, we (hall 
fcarcely know fcirh to be the fame Man. When 
Affairs were under Consideration and Debate, no 
Perfon could ihew more Courage and Intrepidity 
than he did 5 he is fnrprized, and even offended, 
if any one fore fees the leaft Di fficulty in the Exe- 
cution pf his Defigns, or fliews any Apprehenfion 
concerning Events. But when he comes to the 
Point of Exceutipn, and to the ffpur of Danger, 
ne flies ,like a Coward, and thinks of nothing out 
laving his* pwp .£,ife and Pcrfon. 

Here mc have a fjenfible, and evident Proof, of 
the Difference tr^at there is between true Courage, 
which is never defthute of Prudence 5 and Teme- 
rity, which is ajw.^yfj' (>lind and prefumptuous. A 
wife and great l*r*nj:e. weight every Ining, and 
examines a \\ CJrcunjftances, before he enters into 
a W ar j which Is a Tbing* he neither fears, nor 
denrcs ; but when the Time of Aftion is come, 
t» c Sight of Danger ferves only to animate his 
V^urace. This Order is quite changed and in- 
vertedby Prefumption i which having introduced 

durance and nravprv infr* thf PI <]<•#» whi-rn WiC. 
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The firft Thing the Grecians took Care o£ af- 
ter the Battle of Salamis, was to fend the FirhVfruits 
of the rich Spoil they had taken to Delpkos : Cimon, 
who was then very young, fignaiized himfelf in 
a particular Manner in that Engagement, and per- 
formed Actions of fuch a diftinguifhed and An- 
gular Valour, as procured him a great Reputa- 
tion, and made him be confider'd, from that 
Time, as a Citizen, that would be capable of ren- 
dering the moft important Services to his Country, 
on future Occafions. . 

But Themijiocles was the Man that carried oh? 
almoft ail the Honour of this Victory, which was 
the moft fignal, that ever the Grecians obtained 
over the Per/tans. The Force of Truth obliged 
even thofe, who were the moft envious of his 
Glory, Co render him this Teftimony. It was a 
Cuftom in Greece, that after a Battle, the Com- 
manding-Officers ihould declare, who were the 
Perfons, that had the moft diftinguifhed them- 
felves therein, bv fetting down upon a Ticket the 
Name of the Man, who had merited the firft 
Prize } and of him, who had merited the fecond. 
On this Occasion, by a Judgment which fhews the 
good Opinion it is natural for every Man to 
have of himfelf, each Officer concerned, adjudged 
the firft Rank of Merit to himfelf, and allowed 
the fecond to Themijiocles ; which was a manifeft 
Proof> that he deferved the former, in Preference 
to them all, 

m Accordingly the Laeedamonians, having carried 
him to Sparta, in order to pay him the Honours, 
that were due to his Merit, decreed to their Ge- 
neral Eurybiades % the Prize of Valour; ar.d to 
Themijiocles, that of Wifdom j which was a Crown 
of Olive* both for the one, and the other. They 
Iikewife made a PrefenC to Themijiocles of the fineft 
Chariot they had in the City j and on his Depar- 
ture fent three hundred young Men of the moft 
confiderable families, to wait upon him to the 
Frontiers of the Country: An Honour, which, 
before this Time, they had never /hewed to any 
Perfon whatfoever. 

But that which gave him the higheft, and moft 
exquifite Pleafure, were the publick Acclamations 
he received at the firit Olympic Games, that were 
celebrated after the Battle of Safamis, where all 
the People of Greece were met together, AiTbon 
as he appeared, the whole Aflembly rofe up to do 
him Honour: No-body minded the Games, or the 
Combats j Themijiocles was the only Spcclacle. The 
Eyes pf all the Company were fixed upon him, and 
every Bodv was eager to ihew him, and point him 
out with the Hanaro Strangers, that did not know 
him. He acknowledged afterwards to his Friends, 
that he looked upon .that Day as the happieft of 
his Life j that he had never tafted any Joy fo fen- 
fiblc, and fo cranfporcing ; and that this Recom- 
penfe, which was the genuine Fruits of his La- 
bours* had exceeded allhis Ociires. 

The Reader has undoubtedly obferved in The- 
miftocles, two or three principal Strokes of hi* 
Character, which entitle him to be rank'd amongft 
the grcateft ot Men. The Defign, which he form- 
ed, and executed, of turning all the Force oi A- 
thens to cultivating maritime Affairs, (hewed him 
to have a fuperior Uenivs, capable of the large!* 
Views, penetrating into Futurity, and able todif* 
cera the grand, and decjfive Point, on all oc* 

3 I c a lions* 
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canons. As the territory belonging to Athens 
was but of a barren Nature, and a fmall Extent, 
he rightly conceived, that the only Way that City 
had to enrich and aggrandize herfelf, was by Sea. 
And indeed, that Scheme may juftly be look'd 
upon as the Source and Caufe of all thofe great 
Events, which raifed the Republick of Athens* in 
the Sequel, to fo flourifhing a Condition. 

But, in our Opinion, though this Wifdom and 
Fore-fight is a moft excellent and valuable Ta- 
lent, yet it is infinitely lefs meritorious than that 
uncommon Temper and Moderation, which The- 
mijtocles fliewed on two critical Occafions ; when 
Greece had been utterly undone, if he had liften'd 
Co the Dictates of an ill judged Ambition, and 
had ftood upon a falfe point of Honour, as is ufual 
among Perlons of his Age and Profeflion. The 
firft of thefe Occafions was, when, notwiehftand- 
ing the crying Injuftice, that was committed, both 
in Reference to the Republick, of which he was 
a Member, and to his Perfon, in appointing a 
Lacedamonian for chief Admiral of the Fleet; 
when, notwithftanding this, we fay, he exhorted 
and prevailed with the Athenians to defift from 
their Pretenfion, though never fo juftly founded, 
in order to prevent the fatal Effects, with which 
a Divifiou among the Confederates muft have been 
neceflarily attended. And what an admirable In- 
ftance did he give of his Prefence of Mind, and 
Coolnefs of Temper, when the fame Eurybiades 
not only affronted him with harfh and offensive 
Language, but lifted up his Cane at him, in a 
menacing Pofture J Let it be remember'd, at the 
fame Time, that Themi/focles was then but young ; 
that he was full of an ardent Ambition for Glory ; 
that he was Commander of a numerous Fleet 5 and 
that he had Right and Reafon on his Side. How 
would our young Officers behave on the like Oc- 
cafion? Themijiocles took all patiently, and the 
Victory of Salami s was the Fruits of his Patience. 

As to Ariflides, we (hall have Occafion, in the 
Sequel, to fpeak more fully and largely upon his 
Character, and Merit. He was, properly fpeak- 
ing, the Man of the Commonwealth : rrovided 
that was well and faithfully ferved, he was very 
little concerned by whom it was done. The Me- 
rit of others was far from offending him ; and, 
inftead of that, became his own, by the Appro- 
bation and Encouragement he gave it. We have 
feen him make his Way through the Enemy's 
Fleet, at the Peril of his Life, in order to give 
Themijiocles good Intelligence and Advice : And 
Plutarch takes notice, that, during all the Time 
the latter had the Command, Arijiides a flitted 
him, on all Occafions, with his Council and Cre- 
dit, notwithftanding he had Reafon to look upon 
him, not only as his Rival, but his Enemy. 

Let us compare this Noblenefs, and Grcatnefs 
of Soul, with the little Spiritednefs, and Mean- 
nefs of thofe Men, who are fo nice, exceptious, 
and jealous upon the Point of Command ; who can 
enter into no Meafures with Colleagues; but ufe 
their utmoft Endeavours to fecure the Glory of 
every Thing to themfelves; always ready to jfacri- 
fice the publick Welfare to their private Intercfts, 
or to fuffer their Rivals to commit Blunders, that 
they themfelveo may reap Advantage from them. 
On the very fame Day as the Action of Tbermopyla 
happen'd, the formidable Army of Carthaginians ; 
which confificd of three hundred thoufand Men, 



was entirely defeated by Gclon, Tyrant of Syracufe. 
Herodotus, however, places this Battle on the Day, 
the Sea-Engagement at Salamis happen'd. 

After the Battle of Salamis, the Grecians being 
returned from purfuing the Perfians, Themijlocles 
ran through the Ifles, which had followed their 
Party, in order to raife Exactions, and to draw 
Money from them- The firft he began with was 
that of Andros, from whofe Inhabitants he re- 
quired a confiderablc Sum, addrefling them i R 
this Manner: I come to you accompanied with two 
powerf ul Divinities, Perfuajion and Force. The 
Anfwer they made him was : We have likewife two 
other Divinities on our Side, which ate no lefs 
powerful than yours, and which do not permit us to 
give the Money you demand of us, Povet ty and Im- 
potence. Upon this Refufal he made as iihe would 
befiege them, and threaten'd that he would en- 
tirely ruin their City. He dealt in the fame Man- 
ner with feveral other Iilands, which durft not re- 
fill: him, as Andros had done, and drew great 
Sums of Money from them, without the Privity 
of the other Commanders : For he was efteem'd to 
be a Lover of Money, and to be defirous of en- 
creaiing his Fortune. 

In the mean while, Mardonius, who ftaid in 
Greece, with a Body of three hundred thoufand 
Men, let his Troops pafs the Winter in Jfhejfaly, 
and in the Spring following led them into Bceotia. 

There was a very famous Oracle in that Coun- 
try, we mean that of Lebadia, which he thought 
proper to confult, in order to know, what would 
be the Succefs of that War. The Prieft, in a Fit 
of Enthufiafm, which he was feized with, anfwer- 
ed in a Language, which no Body that was pre- 
fent underftocd, as much as to inHnuate, that the 
Oracle would not deign to freak intelligibly to a 
Barbarian. At the fame Time, Mardonius feat 
Alexander King of Macedonia, together with fe- 
veral Perfian Noblemen to Athens, and by them, 
in the Name of his Mafter, made very advanta- 
geous PropofaJs to the Athenian People, in order 

to draw them off from the reft of their Allies. 

The Offers he made them were, to rebuild their 
City, which had been burnt down ; to give them 
a conflderable Sum of Money ; to fuffer them 
live according to their own Laws and Cuftoms 5 
and to give them the Government and Command 
of all Greece* Alexander, as being their ancient 
Friend, exhorted them in his own Name, to lay 
hold on So favourable an Opportunity for reset- 
tling of their Affairs ; alledging to them, that 
they were not in a Condition to ffand out againft 
a Power, fo formidable as that of the Per/saw, 
and fo much fuperior to that of Greece. On the 
firft Intelligence of this Em b a fly, the Spartans 
likewife on their Part, fent Dputies to Jthens, 
in order to hinder it from taking EfFeft. 

Thefe were prcfent, when the .others had their 
Audience: where, aflbon as Alexander had finilh^ 
his Speech, they began, in their Turn, Co add reft 
themfelvcs to the Athenians, and warmly impor- 
tuned them not to feparate themfelvcs from the 
Body of their Allies, nor to defcrt. the common 
Fntcrcft of their Country, reprefenting to them itf 
the fame Time, that their Union, in the prefer* 
Situation of their Affairs, was their whole Strength 
and the only Means that would render Grace in- 
vincible. They added farther, that the SparM* 
Commonwealth was very fenfibly touched at tnt* 
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melancholy State, which the Athenians were in, 
who were deftitute both of Houfes and Retreat ; 
and who, for two Years together, had loft all their 
Harvefts: That, in Confederation of that Cala- 
mity! *he would engage herfclf, during the Con- 
tinuance of the War, to maintain and fupport their 
Wives, their Children, and their old Men, and 
to furnifh a plentiful Supply to all their Wants. 
They concluded by fpeaking to what related to 
Alexander, whofe Difcourfe, they faid, was fuch, 
as ought to be expe&ed from one Tyrant, who 
fpoke in favour of another j but that he feemed to 
have forgot, that the People to whom he addrefs'd 
himfelf, had fhew'd thcmfelves, on all Occafions, 
the moft zealous Defenders of the common Li- 
berty of their Couucry. 

jirifiides was at this Time in Office ; that is, 
he was the fir ft of the Archontes. As it was there- 
fore his Bufinefs to anfwer, he faid, That as to 
the Barbarians, who made Silver and Gold the 
chief Objects of their Efteem, he forgave them for 
thinking they could corrupt their Fidelity, by 
large Bounties and Promifes : But, that he could 
not help being furprized, and affected, with fome 
Sort of Indignation, to fee that the Lacedemonians, 
regarding only the prefent Diftrefs and Neceflky 
of the Athenians* and forgetting their Courage and 
Magnanimity, mould come to perfuade them to 
perfift ftedfaftly in the Defence of the common 
Liberty of Greece, by Arguments and Motives of 
Gain, and by propofing to give them Victuals and 
Provifion, as a Recom pence: He defired them 
therefore, to* acquaint their Republick, that all 
the Gold in the World, was not capable of tempt- 
ing the Athenians, or of making them defert the 
Defence of the common Liberty : That they had 
fuch a grateful Scnfe, as they ought to hare, of 
the kind Offers, which Lacedamon had made them, 
but that they would endeavour to manage their 
Affairs fo, as not to be burdenfome to any of their 
Allies. 

Then turning himfelf towards the Ambafladors 
of Mardonius, and pointing with his Hand to the 
Sun: Be ajfured, fays hetotham, that as long as 
that Planet JJsall continue his Courfe, the Athenians 
will be mortal Enemies to the Perfians, and will 
not ceafe to take Vengeance of them, for the Ravag- 
ing of their Lands, and the burning of their Houfes 
and Temples- After which, he defired the King 
of Macedonia, if he was inclined to be truly their 
Friend, that he would not make himfelf any more 
the Bearer of fuch PropofaJs to them, which would 
only ferve to reflect: Diftionour upon him, without 
ever producing the intended Effect. 

Atijlides, notwithstanding his having made this 
plain and peremptory Declaration, did not ftop 
there : But, that he might (till imprint the greater 
Horror of fuch like Propofals, and that he might 
for ever prohibit all Manner of Commerce with 
the Barbarians, by a Principle of Religion, he 
ordained, that the Athenian Prieftsfhould denounce 
Anath 



's and Execrations upon any Perfon what- 
soever, that fliould ever prelumc to propofe the 
making of any Alliance with the Perftans, or the 

breaking of their Alliance with the reft of the 

Grecians. 

When Mardonius had learnt by the Anfwer, 
which the Athenians had font him, that they were 
not to be prevail'd upon by any Proportions, or 
Advantages whatfoevcr, to fell their Liberty, he 
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march'd with his whole Army towards Attica* 
wafting and deftroying whatever he found in his 
Way. The Athenia?is, not being in a Condition 
to withftand fuch a Torrent, retired to Salami s> 
and for a fecond Time abandoned their City. Here- 
upon, Mardoniusy ftill entertaining Hopes of 
bringing them to fome Terms of Accommoda- 
tion, fent another Deputy to them, to make the 
fame Propofals as before; and a certain Athenian* 
called Lycidasy being of Opinion, that they ought 
to hearken to what he had to offer, was immedi- 
ately ftoned ; whiift the Athenian Women running 
at the fame Time to his Houfe, did the fame Exe- 
cution upon his Wife and Children : So deteftable 
a Crime did they think it to propofe any Peace 
with the Per fans. 

But, notwithftanding this, being made wifer by 
their former Fault, they had a Reipe£l to the Cha- 
racter, wherewith the Deputy was invefted, and 
fent him back without offering him any Indignity 
or ill Treatment. Mardonius now found thaC 
there was no Peace to be expc&ed with them. He 
therefore enter'd Athens, burnt and demolifh'd e- 
very Thing, that had efcaped the Perfian Fury the 
Year before, and left nothing ftanding. 

In the meanwhile, the Spartans, notwithftand- 
ing all their Promifes, inftead of conducting thefr 
Troops into Attica, according to their Engage- 
ments, thought only of keeping themfelves fliut 
up within the Peloponnefus, for their own Security, 
and with that View had begun to build a Wall 
over the Ijlbmus, in order to hinder the Enemy 
from entering therein; by which Means, they 
reckon'd, they fhould be fafe themfelves, and 
have no farther Occafion for the Affiftance of the 
Athenians. 

Hereupon, the latter, fent Deputies to Sparta, 
in order to complain of the Slownefs and Neglect 
of their Allies. But the Ephori did not feem to 
be much moved at their Kemonftrances ; and as 
that Day was the Feaft of Hyacinthus, they fpenC 
it in Mirth and Banqueting, and deferred giving 
the Deputies their Anfwer till the next Day. And 
ftill procraftinating the Affair, as much as they 
could, on various .Pretences, they gained ten Days 
Time, during which the building of the Wall was 
com pleated. 

But as they were then juft on the Point of dif- 
mifting the Athenian Envoys in a fcandalous Man- 
ner, a private Citizen cxpoftulated with them, 
and reprefented to them, how bafe it would be to 
treat the Athenians in fuch a Manner, after all 
the Calamities, and voluntary Loflcs, they had fo 
generoufly fuffered for the common Defence of 
Liberty, and all the important Services they had 
render'd to Greece in general. This opened their 
Eyes, and made them afhamed of their perfidious 
Defign ; wherefore, the very next Night follow- 
ing, they fent off, unknown to the Athenian De- 
puties] five thoufand Spartans, who had each of 
them feven Helot<e> or Slaves to attend him. In 
the Morning afterwards the Deputies renewed their 
Complaints with great Warmth and Refencment, 
and were extremely furprized when they were told, 
that the Spartan Forces were on their March, 
and by this Time were not far from Attica. 

Mardonius had left Attica, by this Time, and 
was on his Return to the Country of Bceotia : As 
the latter was an open and flat Country, he thought 
it would be more convenient for him to right 

there, 
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there, than in Attifitf* which was an uneven and 
mazed Country, full of Hills and narrow Pafles ; 
and which, fair that Reafon, would not allow him 
Space enough,. for the ranging of his numerous 
'Army in Battle- Array ; nor give Room tor his 
'Cavalry to- be of Ule to him. When he came 
back into Bvotia, he encamp'd by the River A- 
fopus* and che Grecians followed him thither, un- 
der the command of Paufanias* King or Sparta, 
and Arifiides, General of the Athenians. The 
Tertian Army, according to that of Herodotus, 
confifted of three hundred Thoufand; or, accor- 
ding to that of Dicdorus, of five hundred lhou- 
fand Men. That of the Grecians did not amount 
to feventy Thoufand ; of which there were but 
five'Thegtfaad. Spartans : But, as thefe were ac- 
compfan'V'd* with thirty-five Thoufand of the He- 
lot** via. feveo for each Spartan* chey made up 
toaether forty Thoufand : The latter of thele 
were light-arm'd Troops : The Athenian Forces 
confifted but of eight Thoufand, and the Troops 
of che Allies made up the Remainder. The Right 
Wing of the Army was commanded by the Spar- 
tans, and the Left by the Athenians ; an Honour 
which the Tegeata pretended to, and difputed 
with them, but in vain. 

Whilft all Greece were in Sufpence, expecting 
a Battle to determine their Fate, a fecrct Confpi- 
racy, form'd in the Midtt of the Mhaiian Camp, 
by fome difconfented Citizens, who had a Mind 
to overturn their popular Government, or deliver 
up Greece into the Hands of the Pcrfians, gave 
Siriftid-s much Perplexity and Trouble. 

On this Emergency, he had Occafion for all his 
Prudence: Not knowing exactly how many Peo- 
ple might be concern'd in this Confpiracy, he 
contented himfelf with having eight of them 
taken up : And of thofe eight, the only two, a- 
gainft whom he caus'd Indictments to be brought: 
becaufe they had the moft laid to their Charge, 
made ti cir Efcapc out of the Camp, whilft their 
Trial was preparing : There is no Doubt to be 
made but Arijiides favour'd their Efcapc, for Fear 
he Ihould be oblig'd to punifh them; which 
might occafion fome Tumult and Diforder. 

He rcleafed the Others, who were in Cuftody; 
leaving them Room to believe, he had found no- 
thing againft them; faying, That the Battle with 
the Enemy fhould be the Tribunal, where they 
might fully juftify their Chandlers, and (hew to 
the World, how unlikely it was, they had ever 
encertain'd a Thought of betraying their Country. 
Ihis well-tim'd, and wife Dillimulation, which 
open'd a Door for Repentance, and forbearing to 
drive the Offenders to Defpair, appeas'd all the 
Commotion, and quafh'd the whole AfFair. 

Before the Armies came to a general Engage- 
ment, AJardonius, in order to try the Grecians, 
fent out his Cavalry, in which he was ftrongeft, 
to skirmifh againft them. The Megarians, who 
were encamp'd upon a Plain, fuffcr'd extremely 
by them; and, in Spice of all the Vigour and Re- 
folution, with which they refilled them, they were 
juft going to give Way, when a Detachment of 
three hundred Athenians, together with a certain 
Number of Bow-men, advune'd co their Succour. 
Mafijiiust the General of the Per ft an Horfe, and 
one of the moft considerable Noblemen of his 
Country, feeing them advance toward* him in 
good Order; made his Cavalry lace about, and 



attack them. The Athenians ftood their Ground, 
and waited to receive them. The Shock was very 
fierce and violent; both Sides endeavouring equally 
to Ihew, by the I flue of this Encounter, what would 
be the Succefs of the general Engagement. The 
Victory was a long Time difputed : But, at la ft, 
the Horfe of Majtjiius, being wounded, threw his 
Mafter, who was quickly after kill'd > upon which, 
the Perfians immediately fled. Aflbon as the 
News of his Death reach'd the Barbarians, it oc- 
cafion'd a general Sorrow and Confternation.They 
cut off the Hair of their Heads, a* alfo the Manes 
of their Horfes and Mules; filling the Camp with 
their Cries and Lamentations ; having loft, as 
they looked upon him to be, the braveft Man of 

their Army. 

After this Encounter with the Per ft an Cavalry, 
both Armies continued feveral Days without com- 
ing to any Action ; becaufe the Sooth-fay ers and 
Diviners, upon their infpecting the Entrails of 
their Victims, equally foretold both Parties, they 
{hould be victorious, provided they acted only 
upon i he Defenfive ; whereas, on the other Hand, 
chey threat ned them equally with a total Over- 
throw, if they acted oftenfivei), or made the firft 
Attack. 

Thus did they fpend the Space of ten Days, only 
in looking at one another. But Mardonius, who 
was of a fiery, impatient Nature, was very uneafy 
at fo long a Delay. BtlidtS, he had only Provi- 
fions left his Army for a few Days; and befides, 
the Grecians grew every Day ftronger and ftrong- 
er, by the Addition of new Troops, continually 
joining them. He, therefore, call'd a Council of 
VV ar, in order to deliberare and determine, whe- 
ther they Ihould give Battle. 

j4ttabazes, a Nobleman of /ingular Merit, and 
great Experience, was of Opinion, that they Ihould 
not hazard a Battle; but retire under the Walls of 
Thebes, where they would be in a Condition to lay 
in Stores of Victuals and Forage. He alledg'd, 
that Delays alone would be capable of cafting a 
great Damp upon the Ardor or the Allies of the 
Enemies ; that they would, thereby, have Time 
to tamper with them, and might be able to draw 
fome of them off by Gold and Silver, which they 
would take Care to diftribute among the Leaders; 
and among fuch as had the greateft Sway and Au- 
thority in every respective City ; and that, in 
fhort, this would be both the eafieft, and fureft 
Method of bringing Greece under their Subjection. 
This Opinion was very rational and prudent; but 
the contrary prevail'd ; becaufe it was that to 
which Mardonius inclined; whom the Reft had not 
Courage to contradict. The Refult, therefore, of 
their Deliberations was, that they Ihould give 
Battle the next Day; and jfiexander, King ot 
Macedonia, who was on the Side of the G rev tans 
in his Heart, came fecretly, about Midnight, to 
their Camp, and infornVd Arijiides of all that had 
pa{fed. 

Accordingly, Paufanias forthwith gave Order* 
to the Officer* to prepare themfelves for Bate Its 
and imparted to d, i/iides the Dcfign he had form'd 
of changing hia Order of Battle, by placing the 
Athenians in the Right Wing, inftead of the Left » 
in order to their oppoling the Perfians* with whom 
they had been aauftonVd to engage. . 
Whether it was Fear, or Prudence, that indue" 
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thenians accepted ic with PJeafure; accordingly, 
nothing was heard among them but mutual Ex- 
hortations, to acquit themfelves bravely and cou- 
Kiaioufly ; bidding each other confidcr, that nei- 
ther they, nor their. Enemies, were changed fincc 
the Baptle of Marathon, unlefs ic were, that Vic-, 
tory had, increased the Courage of the Athenians', 
nnd difpirited, the Per/fans. We do not fight (faid 
chey) as they do, for a. Country only, or a City, but 
for the Trophies, erccJed at Marathon and Salamis, 
that they may not appear to be the JVork o?ily of' 
Miltiades, and of Fortum, but of the Athenians. 
Thus reafoning, and encouraging one another, 
they went with all the Alacrity imaginable to 
change their Poft. But Mardonius y upon the In- 
telligence he receiv'd thereof, having made the 
like Change in his Order of Battle," the Project 
was of no Advantage, and fo both Sides ranged 
their Troops again, according to their former 
Polts and Difpofition. Thus did all that whole 
whole Day likewife pafs without their coming to 
any Action. 

In the Evening the Grecians held a Council of 
War, in which it was refolv'd, that they fliould 
decamp from the Place where they were in, and 
feek another, more conveniently (ituated for Wa- 
ter: And Night being come on; the'OSkers en- 
deavouring, ac the Head of their Corps, to make 
more Halte than ordinary to the Camp mark'd 
out for them, great Confufion happen'd among 
the Troops j fome going one Way, and forne an- 
other, ithout obferving any Order or Regularity 
in their March : At laft, they ftopp'd near the 
little City of Plata*. 

On the firft hearing of ihsGrecians being gone, 
Mardonius die . his hole Army into Order of 
Battle^ and purfued the Enemy vvith an hideous 
fhouting and howling of his Barbarian Forces j 
who thought they were marching, not fo much in 
order to hght, as -to ftrip and plunder a flying 
Enemy : And their General like ife, making him- 
felf fure of Viclory, proudly infulced jfrtabazes; 
reproaching him with his fearful and cowardly 
Prudences and with thc.falfc Notion he had con- 
teiv'd of the Lacedamonians who never fled, as 
he pretended, before an Enemy ; u hcreas, here 
was an Inftance of the contrary : But he quickly 
found, this was no fa Ife or ill-grounded Notion, 

He happen'd to fall upon the Lacedemonians \ 
who were alone, and feparatcd from the Body of 
^Grecian Army, to the Number of fifty thou- 
sand Men; together with three thoufand of the 
Tcpcata. The Encounter was exceeding fierce and 
refolute : On both Sides rhe Men fought with the 
Courage of Lions; and the Barbarians perceived 
that they had to do with Soldiers, who were de- 
termined to conquer, or die in the Field. The 
-Athenian Troops, to whom Panfanias fent an Of- 
ficer, were already upon their March to come and 
Juccour him: But thole Grecians, who had taken 
*ne Pa rc 0 f the Perfians, to the Number of fifty 
thoufand- Men, advanced to meet them on their 
Way. and hindred them from proceeding any 
f m However, /srijiides, with his little Body 
°r Men, bore up firmly ngainlr them, and with- 
«ood their Attack; Jetting them fee,, how infig- 

"icant a Superiority of Numbers is againfl: true 
Murage and Bravery. 

f„. x Baltic being thus divided into two, and 
,0 ''fiht m two different ] 



Numb, XIW 



.Places; the Spaitans were 



the firfr, who broke in upon the Perfan Forces* 
and put them into Diforder. Mardonius, their 
General, falling dead of a Wound he had receiv'd 
in the Engagement, all his Army betook chem- 
ielves to Flight ; and thofe Grecians, who were 
engaged againft driftides* did the fame Thing, 
affoon as they understood the Barbarians were 
worfted. The latter ran away to their former 
Camp, which they had quitted, where they were 
fhelter'd, and fortify'd with an Inclofure of Wood; 
and the Lacedamonians purfu'd them thither, and 
attack 'd them in their Intrenchments •, but they 
did it poorly, and faintly, like People, who were 
not much accuftom'd to lay Sieges, or to break 
down Walls and fortify'd Places. The Athenians 
having Advice of this, left off purfuing their Gre- 
cian Adverfaries, and came up to the Camp of the 
Perfians ; which, after feveral Ahaults, they or- 
ry'dj and made an horrible Slaughter of the E- 
nemy. 

in the mean While* jfrtabazes, who, from the 
imprudent Conduct of Mardonius, had but too 
well forefecn the Misfortune that befei them, af- 
ter having diftinguiftYd himfelf in the Engage- 
ment, and given all pollible Proofs of Courage 
and intrepidity, made a timely Retreat with the 
forty thoufand Men he commanded; and the 
Knowledge of his going off being prevented by 
the Quicknefs and Expedition of his March; he 
arriv'd fafely at Byzantium, and from chence re- 
turn'd into dfta* Of all the reft of the 'Ferfian 
Army, there were not four thoufand Men, who 
efcap'd alive from that Day's Slaughte : All were 
kilrd, and cut to Pieces by the Grecians-, who, by 
that Means, deliver'd themfelves, at once, from 
all farther In vafions from that Nation; no Perfan 
Army having ever appear'd, fince that Time, oa 
the European Side of the Hellefpont. 

This Battle was fought on the fourth Day of 
the Month Bardromion, according to the Athenian 
Manner of reckoning, which anfwers to our eighth 
of September. Soon after, the Allies, as a Tefti- 
mony of their Gratitude to Heaven, caus'd a Sta- 
tue of Jupiter to be made at their joint and com- 
mon Expences^ and had it plac'd in his Temple 
at Olympia. The Names of all the feveral Nati- 
ons of Greece, prefent in the Engagement, were 
engraven on the Right-fide of the Fedeftal of the 
Statue, the Lacedemonians firft, the Athenians next, 
and all the Reft in Order. 

After this, one of the principal Citizens of 
gim came, and addrefs'd himfelf to Paufanias; 
defiring hirn to revenge the Indignity, that Mar- 
donius and Xctxes had ihewn to Lecnidasj whofe 
dead Body was hung up on a Gallows by their 
Order, and urging him to ufe the Body of Mar- 
donius after the fame Manner. As a farther Mo- 
tive Co induce him thereto, he added ; that, by 
thus fatislying the Manes of thofe kilTd ac € Iher- 
mopylic, he would be fure to immortalize his own 
Name among all rhe Grecian Nations, and make 
his Memory precious to the lacett Pofteritv. Cany 
thy bafc Counfcl famcwhe* c c!fe ( reply % d Pauf. n : a1) 
thou mu/l hate j very wiong Action q/'ttue Gfoty, 
to imagine, that the /fay /or me to acquit e it 'is 
to make my ft If like the Barbarians. If the F.ftectn 
of the People of jfcgina is not to he fuiehafeJ but 
by fuch a Proceeding, J jhall he content with pre- 
fe/vitig that of ' toe Laccdxmoi.ians cn.'y \ Mtnincjl 
whom the bafc and u/ytnei ous VL.ifm e 'of 'Revenge 
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is never put in Comparisons with that of focwivg 
CImency and Moderation io their Enemies, and 
'especially to thofc who are dead, and no longer able 
to defend them/elves agahiji them. As for the 
Souls of my departed Countrymen, they are fafft- 
ciently revenged by the Death of fo many Thou fund 
Perfians, as iven e Jiain upon the Spot in the loft 

Engagement. 

In the mean While, a Difputc, which arofe 
bee ween the jithenians and Lacedamonians, about 
determining* which of the two People thouid have 
the Prize of Valour adjudg'd them; as alfo> which 
of them fhould have the Privilege of ere&ing a 
Trophy, had like to have fully'd all the Glory, 
and imbitterM all the Joy, that their late Viftory 
had procur'd them. They were juft on the Point 
of carrying Things to the laft Extremity j and 
would certainly have decided the Difference with 
their Swords, ' had not Ariftides prevail'd upon 
them, by theWifdom of his Counfel and Reafdn- 
ings, to refer the Determination of the Matter to 
the judgment of the Grtcians in general. 

This Propofal being accepted by both Parties* 
and the Greeks being aflembled in the very fame 
Place, in order to decide the Contefti Theogitoh of 
Megara, gave it as his Opinion, that the Prize of 
Valour ought to be adjudg'd neither to Athens, 
nor Sparta, but to fbme other City ; unlefs they 
had a Mind to kindle a Civil War, which would 
be more mifchievous and fatal, than the War to 
which they had juft put an End. 

After he had ftnifll'd his Speech, Cleocritus of 
Corinth rofe up td give his Sentiments, and no- 
body doubted, but hfc. was going td require that 
Honour to be adjudg'd to the City; -whereof he 
was a Member, and a Native ; for* Corinth was 
the chief City of Greece, in Power and Dignity, 
after thofe of Athens and Sparta : But everybody 
was agreeably deceived, when they found all his 
Difcourfe tended to the Pralfe of the Plataansj 
and the Conclufion he made from the Whole was, 
that, in order to extinguifli fo dangerous a Con- 
tention, they ought to adjudge the Prize to them 
only, againft whom neither of the contending 
Parties could have any Grounds of Anger or Jea- 
loufy This Difcourfe and Propofal was received 
with an univerfal Applaufe by the whole AfTem- 
bly • Ariftides immediately affentcd to it, on the 
Part of the Athenians, and Paufanias or the Part 
of the Lacedemonians. , 

All Parties being thus agreed, before they be- 
gan to divide the Spoil of the Enemy; they put 
fourfcore Talents afide fdr the Plataans, who laid 
them out in building a Temple to Minerva, in 
erefting a Statue to her Honour, and in adorning 



Greece 5 by becoming the Inftruments of intro. 
ducing Avarice and Luxury among her Inhabi- 
tants. 

According to the religious Cufrom of the Gre- 
cians, before they divided the Treafure, they ap. 
propriated the Ty the* br tenth Part of the Whole, 
to the life df the Gods : The Reft was diftributed 
eonallv imonirft the Cities arid Nations, concernM 




the Temple wich curious and valuable Paintings, 
which were ftill in being in Plutarch 1 * Time ; 
that is to fay* above, above fix hundred Years af- 
terwards i and which were then as frefti, as if 
they were but juft come out of the Hands of the 
Painters; As for the Trophy, which had been 
another Article of the Difpute, the Lacecamonians 
efcfted one for themfelves in particular, and the 

Athenians another; 

The Spoil was immenfe : In the Camp or Mar- 

lonius, they f und prodigious Sums of Money, in 
;old and Silver, betides Cups^Vdlels, Beds/Tables, 
.Vc khres, and Bracelets of Gold and Silver, not 
> h c valuM, or number'd. It is obferv'd by cer- 
tin Hiltorians, that thefe Spoil* prov'd fatal to 
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button. Amongft the Reft, they fent a Prefent 
of a golden Tripod to Delfhos, in' the Ihfeription 
upon which Taufanias caused theft; Words' to be 
inserted; That* he had defeated the Barbarians at 
Platan and that in Acknowledgment of that Viclory, 
he had made this Prefent to Apollo. 

This arrogant Infcription, wherein he afcrib'd 
the Honour both of Vi&ory, and the Offering to 
himfelf only, offended the Lacedamoniah- People ; 
who, in order to punifh his Pride, in the very 
Point, and Place, where he thought to esfalt him- 
felf ; as alfb, td do Juftice to their Confederates, 
caus'd his Name to be raz'J out* and that of the 
Cities* which had contributed to the Victory, td 
be pxiv infteadof it;. Too ardent aThirft after 
Glory, On this Occafidri, did ndt give hi m Leave 
to confider, a Man lofes nothing by a ^ifcreet 
Modefty; who forbears fettirig tdb high a Value 
upon One's own Services ; and which; by fcreen- 
ing a Man from Envy i ferves really to etihance 
his Reputation; 

Paufanias gave ftill a farther Specimen of his 
Spartan Spirit and Humour, at a twofold Enter- 
tainment, which he ordered to be prepar'cK a few 
Days after the Engagement ; one «ras coftly and 
magnificent, wherein was ferv'd all Variety of 
Delicacies and Dainties; that us'd td be ferv'd at 
the Table of MatdoniUs 5 the ©the* was. plain and 
frugal, after the Manner of the Spartans. Then 
comparing bdth Entertainments together; and oV 
ferving the Difference of therrt to his Officers, 
whom he had invited dn Purpdfe; /That a Mail- 
nefs (fays he) was it in Mardonius; who was ac* 
cuflomea to fitch d luxurious Diet, to come '■ arid at- 
tack a Pedple, like us, who know bow to live With- 
out all Dainties and Superfluities^ and are Maften 

of bUr Appetites. 

All the Grecians fent; in common, to Delphbs, 
to confult the Oracle, concerning the Sacrifice 
they intended to offer. The Anfwcr they receiv'd 
from the Gods was, that they ftiould ereel: an Al- 
tar td Jupiter Liberator ; but fhould take Care 
not to offer any Sacrifice upon it; before they had 
cXtinguiuVd all the Fire in the Country; becauft 
it had been polluted and profan'd by the Barba- 
rians ; and that they fhould come as far as Del- 
phos to fetch pure Fire, which they were to take 
frdm the Altar, call'di the common Altar, 

This Anfwcr being brought to the Grtciafit 
from the Oracle, the Generals Immediately to- 
pers v d themfelves throughout the whole Country 1 
and caus'd all the Fifes to be eJctinguifli'd : Aw 
Enchidasi who was a Citizen of Plataa, having 
taken upon himfelf, to go and fetch the ftcrecj 
Fire with all poffible Speed and Expedition,- m^t 
the beft of his Way to Delphos. m 

On his Arrival there, he purify'd himfrlw 
fprinkled his Body with con fee rated Water; put 

On tf Crown of Linvrely and then approncH'd the 

Altar* 
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Altar, from whence, with great Reverence, he 
took the holy Fire, and carry'd it with him to 
Plata*;' where he arriv'd before the fetting of the 
gun, having traveled a Thoufand Stadia (an hun- 
dred and twenty- five Miles) in one Day. Aflbon 
as he came back, he faluted his Fellow- Citizens, 
delivcr'd the Fire to them, fell down at their 
Feet, and dy'd in a Moment afterwards. His 
Countrymen carry'd away his Body, and bury'd 
ic in the Temple of Diana, furnam'd, Eucleia 3 
Signifies, of good , Renown j and put the following 
Epitaph upon his Tomb> in theCompafs of one 
Verfe : Here lyes Euchidas, who went from , hctoce 
to Delphos, and returned , Back the fame Day, 

In the next General Affembly of Greece^ ,,whicli 
was held not long after this Occurrence* sirifydes 
propos'd the following Decree : That all the Ci- 
ties of Greece fhould fend their refpeftive Depu- 
ties yearly to Plata*, in order to offer Sacrifices 
to Jupiter Liberator ± and to the Gods of? the, 
Cityi (this Affembly was ftill regularly held. in» 
the Time of Tlu tarch) ; that every nye Years there 
fhould be Games cdewated, . which fhould be cal- 
led the Games of Liberty ; that the feveral States 
of Greece together, fhould raife a Body oT Troops, 
confiftipg,pf ten TJhoufand Foot, and a Thoufand 
Horfe; and fhoulql eojiip a Fleet of an hundred. 
Ships, wbich fhould; be. conftandy. main tax n'd for 
making War againft the Barbarians j and that the 
Inhabitants of Plata* % entirely devoted to the Ser- 
vice of God, Ihould be look'd upon as facred and 
inviolable}, and be concerned in no other Function 
thas thas of offering Prayers and;$acrifi,ces for the 
general -.Prefcrvarion and Prbfperity of Greece. 

All thefe Articles.being approved of,; and paf? 
fed intd ,a Law, thei Citizens of Plat** took upon 
them to, foleninize* every Year* , the .Anniverfarjr 
FeftivaJ, in Hqnous [ of thofe Perfons flain in the 
before* mentioned Engagement : The Order and 
Manner of performing, this Sacrifice was as fol- 
lows. 

The fifteenth U.ay 6t the Month Maimaflerion; 
which .-anfwers to our; Month of December, ac the 
firft Appearance of Day-break, they walk'd in a 

folemnrrrpceffion,; Which was preceded by aTrurri- 
pet, that founded to Battle. Ne*t to the Trum- 
pet march'd fevci?aj Chariots, filled with Crowns 
and Branches of Mvrtlc. After thefe Chariots was 
kd.a, black Bull, i tiehind which rnarch'd a Cbm : 
pany of, young Menj carrying Pitchers in their 
Hands full of Wine and Milk, the ordinary Ef- 
Jufions they offered td the Dead; and phials of 
Oil and EfTence. All thefe were Free-men ; for, 
JJ° Slave was allow'd to have any Part in this 
Ceremony, which was inftituted for Men, who 
had loft their Lives for Liberty. 

In the Rear of this Pomp, follow'd the Archon> 
or chief Maeiftratc of the Plataans, for whom it 
was unlawful, at any other Time, even fo much 
a « to touch Iron, or to wear any other Garment 
*"an a white one : But, upon this Occa 
ciad in Purple Raiment, having a Sword by his 
j^e. and holding an Urn in his Hands; which 

«,Vr ? k from thc P |acc » wncrc thc y kc P c theJ r 
PUblick Records, he rnarch'd quite through thc 

£«y to thc Place, where the Tombs of his me- 
"lorablc Country-men were crofted. Aflbon as 
r came there, he drew out Water with his Urn 
am the Fountain, wafhed with his own Hands 
little Columns, that Hood by the Tombs; 
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rubb'd them afterwards with EfTence ; and then 
kill'd thc Bull upon a Pile of Wood prepar'd for 
that Purpofc. Then, after having offer'd up cer- 
tain Prayers to the ter reft rial Jupiter and Mer- 
cury, he invited thofe valiant Souls deceafed to 
come. to their Feaft,.and partake of their Funeral- 
EfFufions ;..then taking a Cup in his Hand, and 
having fili'd it with W ine, he pour'd it out upon 
the Ground, and faid with a loud Voice : / pre- 
fent this Cup to thofe valiant Men\ who died for 
the Liberty of the .Grecians. Thefe were the Ce- 
remonies, annually obferv'd on this Occafion, 
eVen in the Time of Plutarch. 
. Diodorus adds, That the Athenians* in particu- 
lar embellifhed the Monuments of their Citizens, 
who dy'd in the War with the Perfiansy with 
magnificent Ornaments ; inftituted Funeral-Games 
to their Honour and Memory j and appointed a 
folemn Panegyric to be pronounced to the fame 
End; which* in all Probability, was reiterated 
every Year. 

Our.Readers will be fenfible, without our being 

obliged to apprize them thereof, how much thefe 
foJeronTeftimonies, and perpetual Demonftrations 
of Honour, Efteem, and . Gratitude, towards thc 
Soldiers, who had facrifk'd their Lives in Defence 
of Liberty, condue'd to raife the Merit of Valour, 
and- the Services they render'd their Country, and 
to infpire the Spectators with Emulation and 
Courage : And how exceeding proper all this 
was for cultivating and perpetuating a Spirit of 
Bravery in the People, and making their Troops 
Victorious arid invincible. 

Our Readers will, like wife, no Doubt, be as 
much fur.priz'd, on the other Hand, to fee how 
wonderfully ca ireful and exact thefe People were 
ih acquitting them felves, on all Occafions, of the 
Duties of Religion. The great Event, which we 
have juft been relating, viz. the Battle of Plata*, 
affords us very remarkable Proofs of this Particu- 
lar, ih the annual and perpetual Sacrifice they in* 
ftituted to Jupiter Liberator, which was ftill con- 
tinued, and obferv'd in the Time of Plutarch in 

the Care they took to confe crate the tenth Part of 
all their. Spoil to the Gods \ and in the Decree 
jjropos'd by Ari/iides, to eftablifli a folemn Fefti- 
val for ever, as as anniverfarv Commemoration of 
that 31efling. Ic is fomething highly deferving 
our Attention* in our Opinion, to fee Pagan and 
Idolatrous Nations thus publickly cbnfeffing and 
declaring, that all their Expectations center in the 
Supreme Being ; that they think them felves obli- 
ged to afcribe the Succefs of all their Undertakings 
to him ; that they look upon him as the Author 
of all their Victories and Profperity j as the Sove- 
reign Ruler and Difpofer of States and Empires ; 
as the Source from whence all falutary Counfels, 
Wifdorh and Courage arcderiv'd; and as entitled 
on all thefe Accounts, to the firft, and beft Part 
of their Spoils i and to their perpetual Acknow- 
ledgments and Thankfgivings, tor fuch diftin- 
guilh'd Favours and Benefits, as he conferred up- 
on them. t 

On the fame Day, as the Grecian Land-Forces 
gain'd thc Battle of Platnex, their Naval-Forces 
obtain'd, like wife, a memorable Victory in AJia, 
over the Remainder of the Fleet belonging to the 
Per/tans. For, whilft the Grecian Fleet lay at 
JEgina, under the Command of Leotychidcs, one 
of the Kings of Spurt a y and of Xanthippus $he 
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jfthcnian^ there came Am^affadors to El?of^ Qene-' 
rals fro rn the Ionians* to /in vice th e rri/ in to '/tfia, 
to deliver the Grecian Critics from their l S3Bjefti6n' 

to the B a rpanmis. 

On this -Invitation,. £hey immediately, /^ Sail, 
and It eer'd their Courfe' by £>cJos : W;frefe, when' 

they arriv*dj .there cam'e'or^er Ambaffaddrs frorn~ 
Samos, and brought IntdJlig^hce, that the Perfian 

Fleet, which had pafs^fche Wince? 'it* jCiihi'2, was 
then at Santos y where it* would be an^afy' Matter 
to defeat and deftroy if; -earneftly preiling them*' 
at the fame Time, not to n'ealeclr lb favourable an 
Opportunity. • _ fi u _ . . 

The Grecians, hereupon^' fail*d awatf directly 

for Sambs ; but. the Perjtans ;'^ceiving ! intelligence 
of their Approach, retired 44 Mjcale\ Vjrdmdn- 
tory on the Continent of : 4/ft£ where' cbeir ! Lar/d- 
Army, confiuirg of an Hundred ThoufandMen, 
who were the Remainder of thofe, whom Xerxes 1 
had carry 'd back- from- Greece' the Year be fq re,~ 
was encamp'd. Here they drew their VefleJs ;a- 
fhore, which was a common Practice among the 
Ancients, and enepmpafs'd them round with a 
itrong Rampart. The Grecians followed them to 
the very Place ; and, with the Help of the Ionians, 
defeated their Land Army, fore'd their Rampart, 
and burnt all their Veflels: ; ' ' ' 

The Battle of Plata* was fought in the Mor- 
ning, and that of Myc ale in the Afternoon on the 
fame Day : And yet, all the Greek Writers pre- 
tend, the Victory of Plata* was known* at Mycdle^ 
before the latter Engagement was begin ; though 
the whole Mgean Sea, which requires, feveral 
Days failing to crofs it, was bet weerr both thofe 
Places. But Diodorus Siculus explams n flhis My- 
ftery ; and tells us, that Liotychide's, obfervihg 
his Soldiers to be much deje&ed, for Fear their 
Countrymen at Plata* fhould fink under the Num- 
bers of the Per ft an Army; . had Recourfe to a 
Stratagem, in order to raife thei r 'Spi r its and Cou-. 
rage ; and therefore, when he was juft updn the 
Point of makirg the firft Attack, he caus'd a 
Rumour to be fpread aniong his Troops, that the 
IPerfians were, defeated at Tlataa r ; chough at that* 
Time, he had not the leaft Knowledge/of the 
Matter, ' \ ' r/ 

Xerxes, hearing the News of thefe two Over-* 
throws, left Sar JJs, with as much Haite and Hur- 
ry, as he had done At hen s before, after, the Battle r 
of Salami's; and retir'd with great Precipitation 
into Perfia-y in order to put himfelf, as far as he 
poffibly could, out of the Reach of His Victorious 
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that Ofta>ies\ Head 1 of : theWaW^ an^i Patria'tth 1 
of that Seft,- who maintain'd Maxims*- ahtf In- 
terete withthe gteateftyiplehcei attended 'Xerlccs- 
in; t^is Expeditidn-againft^^ This Trirrce, 
as he pafs'd through SaB^^dlipfhi'^eicm^ 
Sufa % r did likewife : deftroy all th'eTetriple^te't^ 
City,; as he had done thofe 6f "&reede arfd-9^^ 

^the fame 1 Principle/ aiid 
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themfclves of the Bridgri;f which Xcfx 
caused to be kid over that narrow Pafl^g 



wnicn tney luppos'd were ltill-ent*re. ; l Bur?^ Prid- 
ing them broken bv tern peftuous Weathe'ri 'Leo- 
tychides, and \ih : Peloponnepan Forces, turn'd their 
Courfe towards their own Country. As for Xan~ 
tbipjpus, he ftay'd with thfe Athenians, and their 
Ionian Con/ederates s .and they made themfelvcs 

Mkfters of &Jlusi and i&fi:Tbracian CBerfimejus; 

in- which Places; they found ^ great - Booty V -iiid 

took a vaft r Number of Pf ifoners : After which, 

before Winter came on; they each of them return'd 
fa their own 5 Courtfrv. J ! n-,rh 



TWe; all the Cities of Jonid reVolfed 
from the Perftani ; and, liavine entered* ilito; a 
CSnfederacy ^wich the Grecians, they moft of them 
preferv'd their Liberty, during the Timd that 
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CHAP. VII. 

The outrageous Cruelty of Ameftris, Wife to Xerxes, with its fatal Confluences* The 
Athenians rebuild the Walls of their City ; The Stratagem of Themiftocles, to get 
the Wall comfleated, in Spite of the 0]>j>ofition of the Lacedaemonians; His black 



Dcfign again/1 the Fleet of the Grecian States, which is rejected; The 
Pauftnias ; 1 hemiftocles 



Conf piracy of 



flies to Admetus for Refige; The Elogy of Ariftides • 
Xerxes hilled ; His Charafter; Artaxerxe$ fuccccds him-, Themiftocles flies to At- 
taxerxes ; Cimon enters u]?on the Command of the Athenian Armies; His doubl 
Viftory over the Perfians; The Death ^Themiftocles; The Revolt of the Egyp- 
tians ; The Character of Pericles ; He fugplants Cimon ; Cimon banijhed. 



WHILST Xerxes refided at Sardis, he 
conceiv'd a violent Paflion for the Wife 
of his Brother, Mafifte^-, who was a 
Prince of extraordinary Merit; had always ferv'd 
the King with great Zeal and Fidelity ; and had 
never done any Thing to difoblige him. The 
Virtue of this Lady, her great AfFe&ion, and Fi- 
delity to her Husband, made her inexorable to 
all the King's Sollici rations. However, he ftill 
flatter'd himfelf, that, by a Profufion of Favour 
and Liberalityi he might -poflibly gain upon 
her; and; among other kind Things he did to 
oblige her; he marry'd his eldeft Son Darius, 
whom he intended for his SuccefTor* to At taint 'a , 
this Princefs's Daughter; And order'd, that the 
Marriage fhould be consummated, aflbon as he 
arriv'd at Sufa. But Xerxes, finding the Lady 
ftill no lefs immoveable, notwithftanding all his 
Temptations and Attacks, fell pafllonately in 
Love with her Daughter; and made her the Ob- 
ject of his Addrefles, who did not imitate the 

glorious Example of her Mother's Firrrinefs and 
Virtue. 

Whilft this Intrigue was carrying on, Jmeflris; 
Wife to Xerxes, made him a rrelent of a rich, 
and beautiful Robe, of her own making. Xerxes, 
being extremely pleas'd therewith, thought fit 
to put it on upon the firft Vifit he afterwards 
wade to Ariaihta ; and, in the Converfation he 
bad with her, he mightily prefs'd her to let him 
know what flic defir'd of him ; afluring her, at 
the fame Time; with an Oath, that he would 
grant her whatever flie ask'd of him. - Artainta, 
upon this, defir'd him to give her the Robe he 
had on. Xcrxes x foreseeing the ill Cbnfequenccs, 
that would neceflarily enfue, from his making 
her this Prefent, did all he could to diffuade her 
torn infilling upon it; and ofFer'd her any 1 hing 
Jn the World, in lieu of it. But, not being able 
to prevail upon her, and chinking himfelf bound, 
D y the imprudent Promife and Oath he had made, 
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the laft Degree : Bur, inftead of letting herVen- 
geance fall upon the Daughter, who was the only 
Offender, ihe refolv'd to venc her Anger upon 
the Mother, whom (he look'xJ upon as the Author 
of the whole Intrigue, though fhc was entirely 
innocent of the Matter. For the better executing 
of her Purpofe, fhe waited for the Time of che 
grand Feaft, which was every Year celebrated on 
the King's Birth-Day, and which was not far off; 
on which Occafion, the King, according to the 
eftablinVd Cuftom of the Country, was wonc to 
grant her whatever flie demanded. This Day then 
being come, the Thing fhe defir'd of his Aiajefty 
was, to have the Wife of Mc.jtfles deliver'd into 
her Hands. 

Xerxes, • who apprehended the Queen's Defign, 
and who was ftrucfe with Ho ror at the Thoughts 
of it, as well in Regard to his Brother, as on Ac- 
count of the Innocence of the Lady, againft whom 
he perceiv'd his Wife was violently exafperatcdj 
at firft, refufed her Requeft 5 and endeavoured 
all he could to difluade her from it. "But, not 
being able, either to prevail upon her, or to act 
with Steadinefs and Kefolution himfelf, he, ac 
laft, yielded ; and was guilty of the weakeft, and 
cruelleft Piece of Complaifance, ever heard of ; 
making the inviolable Obligations of Juftice and 
Humanity give Way to the arbitrary Laws of a 
Cuftom, eliabliflied only to give Occafion for do- 
ing Good, and for A&s of Beneficence and Gene- 
roll ty. 

In Confequence of this Compliance, the Lady 
was apprehended by the King's Guards, and dc- 
liver'd to Am eft 'r is, wno caufed her Breafts,Tonguc # 
Nofe, Ears, and Lips, to be be cut bffi ordered 
them to be caft to the Dogs in hcr own Prefence, 
and then fent her home to her Husband's Houfe, 
in that mutilated and miferable Condition. In 
the mean Time, Xerxes had fent for his Brother ^ 
and j in order to prepare him for this melancholy 
and tragical Adventure, he firft gave him to under- 
fhind, h Jt 1 1 ' 
his 

give him one of his Daughters in her Sread; Bur, 
Mafijles % who was paflionarely fond of his Wife, 
could not prevail upon himfelf to divorce hcr : 

3 L Where- 
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Whereupon JCerxcs, in great Wrath told him, 
that fmce he reful'ed his Daughter, he mould nei- 
ther have her nor his Wife 9 and that he would 
teach him not to reject the Offers his Matter made 
him; and, with this inhuman Reply, hedifmifs'd 
him. 

This ftrange Procedure threw Majiftis into the 
greateft Anxiety 5 who, thinking he had Reafon 
ro apprehend the wortt of Accidents, made all the 
Haite he could home, to fee what had parted there 
during his Abfence. On his Arrival there, he 
found his Wife in that deplorable Condition we 
have juil been describing. Being enraged there- 
at, to the Degree we may naturally imagine, he 
affcmbled his Family, his Servants, and Depen- 
dants, and fee out with all poflible Expedition for 
Bacfria, whereof he was Governor - y determined, 
afloon as he arrived there, to raife an Army, and 
make War againlt the King^ in order to a- 
venge himfelf of this barbarous Treatment- But 
Xerxes, being inform'd of his hafty Departure, 
and from thence fufpecting the Defign he had con- 
ceived againft him, fent a Party of Horfe after 
him, to purfue him ; which having overtaken 
him, cut him in Pieces, together with his Chil- 
dren, and all his Retinue. 

There is ilill another Action, no Iefs cruel or 
impious than the former, related of Amefttis. 
She caufed fourteen Children of the belt Families 
in Pctjia to be burnt alive, as a Sacrifice to the 
infernal Gods 5 in Compliance-wich a fupenikious 
Cuitom, that was pra&ifed by the Per/tans, 

Mafijics being thus murder'd, Xerxes gave the 
Government of Baft rid to his fecond Son Hy- 
Jiafpcs\ who being by that Means obliged to live 
at a Diftance from the Court, gave his younger 
Brother Artaxerxes the Opportunity of mounting 
the Throne, to his Difadvantage, after the Death 
of their Father, as will be feen in the Sequel. 

The War, commonly called the War of Media, 
which had lafted but cwo Years, being terminated 
in the Manner we have mention'd, the Athenians 
retun.cd to their own Country, fent for their 
Wives and Children, whom they had committed 
to the Care of their Friends during the War, and 
began to think &f rebuilding their City, which 
was almott entirely deitfoy'd by the Per/tans, and 
to furround it with good ftrong Walls, in order 
to fecure it from farther Violence. The Laced** 
monians, having got Intelligence thereof, grew 
jealous and uneafy at that Enterprize 5 and be- 
gan to apprehend, that Athens, which was already, 
very powerful by Sea, if fhe fhould go on to en- 
creafe her Strength by Land likewife, might take 
upon her in Time to give Law to Sparta ; and to 
deprive her of that Authority and Pre-eminence, 
which (he had hitherto exercifed over the rcfl of 
Gi eece. 

They fent, therefore, an Embafly to the Athc- 
ilium i the Purport of which was, to rcprefenc to 
them that the common Intereft and Safety requir- 
ed, that there fhould be no fortify 'd City out of 
Peleponncfus ; lelr, in Cafe of a fecond Irrup- 
tion, it mould ferve for a Place of Arma for the 
Pcfjiatu, who would be fure to fettle themfelves 
therein; and who, from thence, would be able 
to i rife it the whole Country, and to make them- 
felves Matters of it very fpeedily. 

However, 'I'hemtjlochs, who, fince the Battle 
of Salamis, was greatly regarded and re/pocted at 
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Athens, eaiily penetrated into the true D«Ji fjr 
the Lacedemonians, though it was gilded over wv|, 
the fpecious Pretext of public k iiood* : -Btity 
the latter were able, with the AlTiltance of rlv.jj 
Allies, to hinder the Athenians by Force, U< )ltt 
carrying on the Work, in cafe they mould p ; 
tively, and abfoiutely, refufe to comply with thu, 
Demands, he advifed the Senate to make ule 01 
Cunning, and Diffimulation, as well as them. Tfo 
Anfwer, therefore, they made their Envoys 
that they would fend an Embaify to Sparta, to l a 
tisfy the Commonwealth concerning their Jealo» 4 
fies and Apprehenfions. 

Themi/hclesy then, got himfelf to be nominated, 
as one of the Amballadors, and perfuaded the Se- 
nate not to let his Colleagues fee out along with 
him, but to fend them one after another, to the 
End that they migjhc thereby gain Time, an J 
carry on the Work in the Interim. Every Thing 
was executed purfuant to his Advice ; and he, ac- 
cordingly, went fingly to Lacedamon y where he 
let a great many Days pafs without waiting upon 
the Magiftrates, or being conducted to the Senate: 
And, upon their preiling him to do it, and aski«<r 
the Reafon why he deferred it fo long, he made 
Anfwer, that he waited for the Arrival of his 
Colleagues > that they might all have their Au- 
dience of the Senate together 5 and feemed to be 
very much furprized, that they were fo long in 
coming. At length they arrived : But alj came J 
flngly, and at a good Pittance of Time from one 
another. 

All this while, the Work was carried on ac 
Athens with the utmoft fnduftry and Vigour. The 
Women, Children, Strangers, and Slaves, were I 
all employ'd in it 5 nor was it interrupted Night 
or Day. The Spartans were not ignorant of this I 
Matter, but made great Complaints of it to The- I 
mi/lodes, who pohtively denied the Fa£r, and I 
prefled them to fend other Meffengers to Athene I 
in order to inform themfelves truly, how far it I 
was from being true ; defiring them not to give I 
Credit to loofe and flying Reports, which had no I 
Foundation. At the fame Time he fecretly ad- I 
vifed the Athenians to detain the Spartan Envoys, I 
as fo many Hoitages till he and his Colleagues I 
were returned from their EmbafTy j fearing, not I 
without good Reafon, that they themfelves might I 
be fo ferved at Sparta. I 
At laft, when all his Fcllow-AmbafTadors were I 
arrived, he defired an Audience, and declared, in 
full Senate, that it was really true, the Athenian I 
had refolved to environ and fortify their City with I 
Itrong Wall j that the Work was almott com- I 
pleated ; that they had judged it to be abfoiutely ] 
necefTary for their own Security, and for the pub- I 
lick Good of the Allies > telling them at the fame 
Time, that, after all the Experience they had had 
of the Athenian People's Behaviour, they could 
nor well fufpedr, them of being wanting in their 
Zeal for the common Intereft of their Country ; 
that, as the Condition and Privileges of all the 
Allies ought to be equal, it was juft the Athenian* 
fhould provide for choir own Safety, by all fueh 
Method:,, as they judged necefTary, as well as the 
other Confederates ; that rHey had done this in » 
Manner they thought expedient, and were in * 
Condition to defend their City againft any one* 
that Humid prefume to attack it; and that a» f° r 

the Lacedemonians, it was not much for their H°" 
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nour, that they mould defire to cftablifh their 
power and Superiority, not fo much upon their 
own Strength and Courage, as upon the weak, 
and dcfencelefs Condition of the Allies. 

The Lacedamonians were extremely difpleafed 
with this Difcourfe ; but, either through a Senfe of' 
Gratitude, and Eiteem for the Athenians, who had 
done fuch fignal Service for their Country ; or, out 
of a Conviction, that they were not able to defeat 
their Enterprize, they diflembled their Rcfent- 
ment , and the Ambafladors on both Sides, hav- 
ing all fuitable Honours paid to them, returned 
to their refpective Cities. 

However, Themijiocles, who had always his 

Thoughts iix'd, upon railing and augmenting the 
Power and Glory of the Athenian Commonwealth, 
did not confine his Views to the Walls or the City : 
He went on, with the fame vigorous Application, 
to finiih the building and fortifying of the Piraus; 
for, from the Time he enter'd into Office, he had 
begun that great Work- Before his Time, they 
had no other Port at Athens, but that of Phalarus, 
which was neither very large, nor commodious, 
and confequently not capable of anfwering his great 
Defigns. For this Reafon he caft his Eye upon 
the Pineus, which feem'd to invite him thereto, 
by its advantagious Situation, and by the Convc- 
niency of its three fpacious Havens, which were 
able to contain above four hundred VefTels. This 
Undertaking was profecuted with fo much Dili- 
gence and Alacrity, that the Work was confider- 
ably advanced in a very little Time. 

Themijiocles likewife procured a Decree, that 
every Year they fliould build twenty VeiTels, for 
the Augmentation of their Fleet : And, in order 
to engage the greater Number of Workmen and 
Sailors to refort to Athens, he. caufed particular 
Privileges and Immunities to be granted in their 
Favour. His Defign was, as we have already ob- 
ferved, to turn the whole Force of Athens to ma- 
ritime Affairs 5 in which he follow'd a very diffe- 
rent Scheme of Politicks from what had been pur- 
fued by their ancient Kings ; who, endeavouring 
all they could, to alienate the iYlinds of the Ci- 
tizens from feafaring Bufinefs, and from War; and 
to make them apply themfelves wholly to Agri- 
culture, and to peaceable Employments, had Re- 
courfe to this F:iblc : " That, as Minerva was 
one Day pleading againft Neptune, in order to 
have it determined, which of them two Ihould 
be declared Patron of Attic a > and give the it- 
Name to the City newly built, fhe gained her 
Caufe by (hewing her Judges the Branch of an 
Olive-tree, (happy Symbol of Peace and Plenty) 
which lhe had made fpring up out of the Earth' ; 
whereas Neptune brought up a fiery prancing 
Horfc, which was an Image of War and De- 
valuation. " 

t Jn the mean while, Themijiocles* who hat! formM 
J n his Breaifc the Deiign of fupplanting the Lace- 
demons, and of taking the Government of G/eece 
°ut of their Hands, in order to get it into the 
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Hands of the Athenians , kept his Eye, and his 
■f houghts, continually fix'd upon that great De- 
And, as he was not very nice orlcrupulous 
W the Choice of the Means, whatever tended to- 
wels the accompli thing of the End he had in 

! <L W » he looked upon as juit and lawful. 
. fo this End, upon a certain Day, he declared 
In a full Alfcmbly of the People, that he had a 
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very important Defign in his Head, bur that h- 
could not communicate it to the People; becaufe, 
in order to its iuceeeding, it was neceOary it 
fhould be carried on with the greateft Sccrei\ ; 
he therefore defired they would name a Perfon, 
with whom he might explain himf^lf upon chat 
Head. Atijiides was the Perfon, unanimoully 
pitched upon by the whole Affembly, who all re- 
ferred themfelves entirely to his Opinion in the 
Matter ; fo great a Confidence had they, both in 
his Probity, and Frudcnce. Themijiocles, there- 
fore, having taken him afide, told him, that the 
Defign he had conceived was, to burn the Fleet, 
belonging to the reft of the Grecian States, which 
was then lying in a neighbouring Port ; and that, 
by this Means, Athens would certainly become 
Miftrefs of all Greece. Arijiidcs hereupon re- 
turn'd to the Affcmbly, and only declared to them, 
that indeed nothing could be more beneficial to the 
Commonwealth, than the Defign of Themijiocles ? 
but that, at the fame Time, nothing in the World 
could be more unjuft: Whereupon, all the Peo- 
ple, with one unanimous Voice, ordain'd, that 
Themijiocles Ihould entirely defift from it. 

It is much to be queftion'd, whether all the Re- 
cords of Hittory can afford us a Fade, more worth y 
of Admiration, than this. It is not a Compa; yof 
Philofophers (to whom itcofts nothing to eltablilh 
fine Maxims and fublime Notions of Moral it v in 
their Schools) who determine on this Occafion, 
that the Confideration of Profit or Advantage ought 
never to prevail over our Regard to what is ho- 
noft and juft : It is an intire People, who are in- 
terefted in the Propofition, that is made to them, 
and who are convinced, that it may be of the 
higheft Importance for the Welfare of the State, 
and who yet rejecl: it with an unanimous Confent, 
and without a Moment's HeGtation, and that for 
this only Reafon, that it is contrary to Juftice. 

How black and perfidious, on trie other Hand, 
was the Defign, which 'Lhemijlocles propofed to 
them, of burning the Fleet of their Grecian Con- 
federates, when they had no Quarrel or Mifundcr- 
ftanding with them, only in order to agrandize 
the Pow er of the Athenians ! Had he an hundred 
Times the Merit, that is afcrib'd to him, this 
fingle Aclion would be fuflkient to tarnilh all its 
Glory and Luftre. For it is in the Heart, that is 
to fay, in Uprightnefs and Probity alone, chac 
true Merit conlilts. 

We are forry that Plutarch, who generally 
judges of Things with great Juftnefs, does noc 
feem, on this Occafion, to condemn Ibemjioiks. 
After having mentioned the Works he had effected 
in the Pit , cits, he palfes on to the Thing we are 
eonfidorincr, and ipeaks of it in this Manner : 
Themittocles projetled fomcthing Jli/l greater, in 
order to increaje their maritime Power, 

At this Time, the Lacedamonians having pro- 
pofed in the Coufel of the Amphiftyones, that all 

the Cities, which had not taken Arms againft 
At'/Wi, ihould be excluded from that Aifemblv, 
Themijloilcs* who apprehended, that if the Thtjja- 
Hans, the Argians, a; id the Ihebans, were exclud- 
ed that Council, thc<S/u/ tans would by that Means 
become Mailers of the Votes, and would confe- 
quently determine all Affairs according to their 
Pleafure, made a Speech in Behalf thole Cities, 
which the other had a Mind to exclude, and 
brought che Deputies, that com po fed the Alfcm- 
bly. over to his Sentiments. 
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To this End, he reprefented Co them; that the 
grearcft Part of the Cities, that had enter'd into 
t'.e Confederacy, and of which there were but one 
and thirry in the whole, Were very fmall and in- 
contidcrablej that it would therefore be a very 
Arrange Proceeding, as well as verv dangerous, co 
deprive all the other Cities of Crewe, of their 
Votes and Places, in the grand A (Terribly of the 
Nation, and by that Means fufferthe auguft Coun- 
cil of the Amp '.'iffy ones to fall under the Direction 
ai.d Influence of two or three of the molt' Powerful ; 
•which, for the future, would give Law to all the 
reft ; an J would fubvert and abolith that Equality 
of Power, which was juiUy regarded, as the Bafis 
arid Soul of all republican Governments. By this 
plain, and open Declaration of his Opinion, he 
Drought upon himfclf the Hatred of the Laced*- 
moni ns ; who, from that Time, became his pro- 
fefs'J Enemies : He had likewife incurred the Dif- 
pleafure of the reft of the Allies, by his having 
exacted Lontributions from them, in too rigorous 
and rapacious a Manner. 

When th. City of Athens was entirely rebuilt* 
the People fi:»di:"g chemfelves in a State of Peace 
and 1 rai.qu:lli:y, endeavour'd, by all Sorts of 
Methods, to get the Government into their own 
Hand*; and to make the Athenian Srate entirely 
popular. This Defign of theirs, though kept as 
Jecrer as poilible, did not efcape the Vigilance 
and Penetration of Ai iftidss, who faw all the Con- 
fequences. that would eniue from fuch an Innova- 
tion. But, as he considered on one Hand, that 
the People were entitled to fome Regard, on Ac- 
count of the Valour they had lhewn, in all the 
late Battles they had won ; and, on the other Hand, 
that it would be no eafy Matter to curb and re- 
train r? People, who ftill had their Arms in their 
Hands, as it were, and who were grown more in- 
folent than ever by their Victories, on thefc Con- 
flagrations he thought it proper to keep Meafurcs 
with them, and to find out fome Medium to fa- 
tisfy and appeale them. 

He, therefore, made a Decree, which ordained 
that the Government lhould be invefted in all the 
Citizens in general, and that the Archontes, who 
were the chief Magiftrates of the Commonwealth, 
and v. ho were ufed ro be chofen only out of the 
richeft of its Members, viz. from among thofe 
only, who received at lea ft five hundred Medimna 
of Grain, out of the Product of their Lands, fliould 
for the future be elected indifferently out of all 
the Athenians without Diftinction. By this pru- 
dent yielding, and giving up fomethmg to the 
People, he prevented all Diflentions arid Commo- 
tions, which might have proved fatal, not only 
to the Athenian Stare, but to all Greece. 

At the fame Time, the Grecians, encouraged by 
the happy Succefs, which had every where at- 
tended their victorious Arms, determined to fend 
a Fleet to Sea, in order to refcuc inch of their 
Allies, as were ftill under the Yoke of the Perfuns, 
out of their Hands. Paufanias was the Comman- 
der of this Fleet, for the Lacedemonians ; and 
Ariftidts, and Cimon the Son of Miltiades, for the 
Athenians. They firlfc directed their Courfe to the 
Ifle of Cypitit, where they reftorcd all the Cities 
to their Liberty : Then fleering towards the He!- 
/efp'i/it, they attacked the City of Byzantium, of 
which rh'-y made rhemfelves Matters, nnd took it 

vait Number ol Pufoncrs/ a great Part of whom; 



were of the richefl and rnolt confidcrable Families 
of Perjia. 

But Paufanias, who from this Time had begun 
to think of betraying his Country, judged it pro- 
per to make ufe of this Opportunity to gain the 
Favour of Xerxes, To this End he caufed a Re- 
port to be fpread among his Troops, that the 
Perjian Noblemen, whom he had committed to the 
Guard, and Care of one of his Oificers, had made 
their Efcape by Night, and were fled: Whereas 
he had fet them at Liberty himfclf, and fenr a 
Letter by them to JCetxes, wherein he offered to 
deliver the City of Sparta, and all Greece, into 
his Hands, on Condition he would give him his 
Daughter in Marriage. 

Accordingly, that Prince did not fail to give 
him a favourable Anfwer, and to fend him very 
large Sums of Money likewife, in order to gain 
over, as many of the Grecians, as he lhould fi d 
difpofed to enter into his Defigns. The Perion he 
appointed to to manage this Intrigue with him, 
was Artabazes ; and, to the End that he might 
have it in his Power, to tranfa£r. the Matter with 
the greater Eafe and Security, he made him Go- 
vernor of all the bea-coafts of Afia Minor. 

Hereupon, Paufanias, who was already intoxi- 
cated with the Profpcct of his future Greatnefs, 
began, from that Moment, to change his whole 
Conduct and Behaviour. The poor, modeft, and 
frugal Way of living at Sparta, their Subjection 
to a Set of rigid and autrere Laws, which neither 
fpared, nor refpe£r.ed any Man's Perfon, but were 
altogether as inexorable and inflexible Co the 
greateft, as to thofe of the meaner! Condition, 
became infupportabie to Him ; he could not bear 
the Thoughts of going back to Sparta, afier hav- 
ing poflefled fuch high Commands and Employ- 
ments, to return to a State of Equality, which 
would confound him with the loweft of the Ci- 
tizens ; and this was the Caufe of his entering into 
a traiterous Corrcfpondence with the Batbartans. 

Having proceeded thus far, he entirely laid a- 
fide the Manners and Behaviour of his own Coun- 
try 5 alTumed both the Drefs and the Pride of the 
Per/tans, and imitated them in all their ex penfive 
Luxury and Magnificence. He likewife treated 
the Allies with an infufferable Rudenefs and In- 
folcnce ; never fpoke to the Officers but with Me- 
naces and Arrogance j required extraordinary and 
unufual Honours to be paid him, and by his whole 
Behariour, render Yl the Spartan Dominion odious 
to all the Confederates. 

On the other Hand, the courteous, affable, and 
obliging Deportment of Arijlidts and Cimon',* 
Way and Manner fo entirely void of all imperious 
and haughty Airs, which only tend to alienate 
our Minds from thofe, that ufe them ; a gentle, 
kind, and beneficent Difpofition, which (hewed 
icfelf in all their Actions, and which ferved to 
temper the Authority their Command gave them, 
and to render it both eafy and amiable ; the Ju* 
ftice and Humanity, that were confpicuous in every 
Thing they did ; the great Care they took to ol- 
fend no Perfon whatfoover ; and to do kind OfficfS 
and Services to all, that were about them : In ihoet, 
the whole Tenor of their Behaviour was infinitely 
prejudicial to Paufanias^ and made a Contra ft VtirV 
much to his Difad vantage, which greatly increflfed 
the Dillutisfaclion, the whole Fleet had conceived 

aeain"ir. him. 
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At laft, this Diffatis faction publickly broke out ; 
and all the Allies deferred him, and put them- 
felves under the Command and Protection of the 
Athenians. Thus did irifiides, fays Plutarch y 
by the Prevalence of that Humanity and Gentle- 
nefs# which he oppofed to the Arrogance and 
Rudenefs of Paufanias, and by infufing the fame 
gentiments into Cimou, his Colleague* infen/ibly 
draw off the Minds of the nllies, from the Lace- 
damonians, without their perceiving it} and, at 
length, carry away the Command and Superiority 
from them j not by open Force,, or by fending 
out Armies and Fleets againft them, and ftill leis 
by making ufe of any Tricks or perfidious Practices; 
but only oy the Wifdom and Moderation of his 
Conduct, and by rendering the Government of the 

Athenians defirabie. 

It muft be con fe fled at the fame Time, that the 
Spartan People, on this Occafion, fhewed a Grcat- 
nefs of Soul, and a Spirit of Moderation, that can 
never be fufficiently admired. For when they 
were convinced, that their Commanders grew 
haughty and infolent, by the too great Authority 
with which they were invefted, they willingly 
relinquifli'd the Superiority, which they had till 
then exercifed over the reft of the Grecians 5 and 
forbore fending any more of their Generals to 
command the Grecian Armies ; choofing rather, 
as i' lutar ebju&ly obferves, to have wife, modeft, 
and fubmiflive Citizens, that would live in a per- 
fect conformity to the Di(ci pline and Laws of 
the commonwealth, than to maintain their Pre- 
eminence and Superiority over all the Grecian 

Nations. 

At laft, upon the repeated Complaints the Spar- 
tan Commonwealth received on all Hands againft 
Paufanias, chey recalled him home, to give an 
Account of his Con duel. But not having fufficient 
Evidence to convict him of having carried on a 
Correfpondence with Xerxes, they were obliged 
to acquit him on his firft Trial j after which he 
return'd, of his own private Authority, and with- 
out theConfenc and Approbation of the Republick, 
to the City of Byzantium ; from whence, he con- 
tinued to carry on his fecret Practices with Arta- 
bazes* But, as he was ftill guilty of many violent 
and unjuft Proceedings, whilil he refided there, 
the Athenians obliged him to leave the Town j 
from whence he retired to Colon*, a fmall City of 
Troas. Being there, he received an Order from 
the Ephori to return to Sparta, on Pain of being 
declared, a publick Enemy, and Traitor to his 
Country, in Cafe of Diiobedience. 

Hereupon he thought fit to comply with the Sum- 
mons, and went home, hoping he mould ftill be. 
able to bring himfclf off by Dint of Money \ and 
on his Arrival was committed to Prifon, and (bon 
aftefwards brought again upon his Trial before 
the Judges. The Crimes all edged againil him were 
Supported by many fufpicious Circumftanccs and 
*" on g Prefumptions : Several of his own Slaves 
confeffed, that he had prom i fed to give them their 
liberty, in cafe they would enter into his Defigns, 
and fcrve him with Fidelity and Zeal, in the Exe- 
cution of them. But, as it was the Cuftom of the 
•tph 



tic Evidence, produced againft him, as infuffi- 
•^flt » and the more fo, as he was one of the royal 
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Family, and was actually invefted with the Ad- 
mi nift ration of the regal Power; for Paufanias 
exercifed the Function of King, as being Guar- 
dian and neareft Relation to Plifiarchus, the Son 
of Leohidas, who was then in his Minority : He 
was therefore acquitted a fecond Time, and fet ac 
Liberty. 

Whilft the Ephori were thus perplexed, for wane 
of clear and plain Evidence againft the Offender, 
a certain Slave, who was called the Argilian, came 
to them, and brought them, a Letter, written by 
Paufanias himfelf, to the King of Perfia\ which 
the Slave was to have carried, and delivered to 
At tab axes. 

, li ought to have been premifed, that this Per- 
fian Governor, and Paufanias, had agreed toge- 
ther, immediately to put to Death all the Cou- 
riers, they mutual Jy fent to one another, aflbon as 
their Packets, or MefTages were delivered 5 that 
there might be no Pofllbility left of tracing out, 
or difcovering their Correfpondence- This hav- 
ing been punctually performed ; the feeing none 
of his Fellow-fervants, who were fent with Ex- 
pre ffes, return back, created fome sufpicion in the 
Argilian ; and accordingly, when it came to his 
Turn to go, he opened the Letter he was entrufted 
with, in which ylrtabazes was defired to kill him, 
purfuant to their Agreement. This was the Let- 
ter that Slave had put into the Hands of the E- 
phori ; who ftill thought even this Proof infuffi- 
cient, in the Eye of the Law, and therefore en- 
deavoured to corroborate it, by the Teftimony of 
Paufanias himfelf. 

To this End, in Concert with them, he with- 
drew to the Temple of Neptune, in Tenaros, as to 
a Tecure Afylum j where two fmall Ciofets bad 
been made, wherein the Ephori concealed them- 
felves, together with fome other Spartans. The 
Inftant that Paufanias was infornVd that the Ar- 
gilian had fled to this Temple, he haftned thither, 
to enquire the Reafon j and the Slave confefled that 
he had opened the Letter, and that, finding by 
the Contents of it, he was to be put to Death, 
he had fled to that Temple to fave his Life. Here- 
upon, as Paufanias could not deny the Fact, he 
made the beft Excufe he could ; promifed the Slave 
a great Reward ; obliged him to give his Word, 
not to mention what had patted between them, to 
any Perfon whatfoever j and then left him. 

As the Guilt of Paufanias was now but too evi- 
dent, the Moment he returned to the City, the 
Ephori were refolvedto feize him 5 infomuch that, 
by the Looks only of one of thofe Magiftrates, 
the Criminal plainly perceived, that fome evil 
Defign was hatching againft him j and therefore 
ran, with the utmoft Speed, to the Temple of 
'Pallasy called Chalcioecos, near that Place, and 
got into it, before the Purfuers could overtake 
him. Immediately the Entrance to it was ftopc 
up with great Stones ; and Hiftory informs us, that 
the Criminal's Mother fee the firft Example on 
this Occafion. But, as the Ephori did not dare to 
take him out of it by Force, bccaulc this would 
have been a Violation of that facred Afylum, they 
refolved to leave him expoled to the Inclemencies 
of the Weather, and accordingly they tore off 
the Roof, and he was ftarved to Death, with 
Hunger and Cold. His Corps was buried not far 
from that Place ; but the Oracle of Delphi, whom 
thev confulted foon alter, declared, that toappeafe 

3 M the 
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the Artger of the Goddefs, who Was juftly offend- 
ed, ori Account of the Violatfon of her Temple, 
two Statues mulV. be leg up there in Honour of 
Paufanias, which was done accordingly. 

Such was the End of this General, Wriofe Wild 
and incorifiderate Ambition had erased all Senti- 
ments of Probity, of Honour, and of his Country's 
Love; had Rifled in hirh the noble Patiidh for Li- 
berty, arid 6f Hatred and AverfiOfi to'the Barbae 



After his Death, in theManrierbefore-mWhtio'riM 
feveral Letters and other Things were fottrid 1 a- 
mohg his Papers, which raifed 5 a violent Shfpf. 
cion of Themiffocles ; and accordingly chef Lated*- 
monians fent Deputies to' Alberts to impeach; and 
pronounce Sentence of Death on hihi and ftch 
of the Citizens who envied Kittfi joined* theie Ac- 
cufers. AriJ^idbs ^i no^ a' fair* Ofepolturiity of 
- 4 . revenging hlrhfelf- on his Rivals for* the 1 injrirlbus 

Hans: Sentiments which, in feme Meafure, were*_ Treatment" He had-' met with frdrrt 1 him> had hit 



inherent in ail the* Greeks, but more' rJarrieularly 
the Lacedemonians. 

Thcmijlocks' was alfo charged' with being an Ac- 
complice with Paujanias : He was then in Exile r 
A pafltonate Thiril of Glory, and a ftrdngf Defire 
to command' arbitrarily over the Citizens, had 
made him very odious to them. He had built, 
very near his Houfe, a Temple in Honour of 
Diana, under this Tittle, To Diana, Goddefs of 
good Counfe/; thereby reminding the Athenians* 
chat he had given good Council to their City, and 
to all Greece ; and he alfo had placed his Statue in 
it, which was Handing in Plutarcfrs Time. It 
appeared, fays he, from this Statue, that the Air 
of his Face was full as heroic as his Mind. Find- 
ing that Men liftned wich Pleafure to all the Slan- 
ders his Enemies publihVd of him, in order to fup- 
prefs them, he was for ever expatiating, in all 
publick Aflemblies, on the Services he had done 
his Country. 

As they at laft grew quite tired, to hear him 
repeat this fo often, How ! fays he, are you weary 
of having had fo many good Office? done you by the 
fame Per f on? He did not confider, that in thus 
putting them fo often in mind of the Services he 
had done them, 'twas reproaching them with their 
having forgot them, which was no great Compli- 
fnent > and he feem'd not to know, that the fureft 
Way to get Applaufe, is to leave the bellowing 
of it to others, and to refolve to do fuch Things 
onlv as are Praife- worth ; and that a frequent Re- 
petition of one's own Virtue, and exalted Actions, 
is fo far from hufhing the Clamours of Envy, 
that it adds double Strength to them. 

To return from whence we have digrefs'd, The- 
tnijlocfes, after having been banifh'd from Atnens 
by the Oftraeifm, withdrew to Argos ; and he was 
there at the Time, when Paujanias was profecuted 
as a Traitor, who had confpired againft his Coun- 
try. He had, at firft, concealed his Machinations 
from Tbemiftocles, though he was one of his beft 
Friends ; but affoon as he was drove from his 
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cruel a Pleafure But he refiifecf abfolWely to 
join info horrid a'Piot ; being atf littfe ihcKrf'd t 0 
delight in the Misfortunes" of his* Attverfaty; as 
he had before been, to h& dMjpleafed at hi&Suc- 
cefs. In the mean while, Thetiiftocles refureW by 
Letters, all the Calumnies with whixJh he' was 
charged ; and repreftnted to tlie Afflrem 'arts', that 
as he had ever been fond of ruling, and his tem- 
per fuch, as would not fuller him to be lorded 
over by other's ; it wad ncV ways probable that he 
fhould have a Defign to delivef up hfmfelf, and 
all Greece, to Enemies and Bafbdriahs. 

However, the People, too ffrongly wrought up- 
on by his Accufers, fent forrie Perktfis t<lr fette and 
carry him off, in order that he 1 might by Judged 
by the Council of Greece ; of whieh TJkmiftovks, 
having timely Notice, went intfr the HTarid of 
Corcyra, to whofc Inhabitants' he formerly had 
done feme Service : However, riot thinking hirh- 
felf fafe there, he fled to Epiriis ; and finding him- 
felf purfued alfo thither, by fhe Atbtilidhs, and 
Lacedamoniansi being reduced almoft to Defftair, 
he refolved on a dangerous Attempt, which was, 

to fly to Admetus, King of the Mtoffi, for Shel- 
ter. 

This Prince, having formerly detfr'd the 1 Aid 
of the Athenians, and been refufed, with lend- 

miny, by Themijheles, who r ._ WM 

in the Government, had harbtrared the deepeft 
Refentment on that Account-, and declared that he 
would take the firft Opportunity of revenging 
himfelf. But Themiftotles, imagining that iri trie 
unhappy State of his Affairs, the recent strivf of 
his Fellow-citizens might be of wdrfeCorifeqrterice 
to him than the paft Auimofifey of that King, was 
refolved to run the Hazard of it. On h?s Arrival 



and Paufanias faW that he ftrongly re- 
fented the Infult. he 



Country 

difclofed his Projects to nim, 
and conjured him to join in them. 

To encourage him to engage therein, he fhew'd 
him the Letters which the King of Pcrfta had 
written to him ; and cndeaVour'd to animate him 



at the Palace of that Monarch, He was tdld he was 
abfent, upon which fie addreffed tht Q^ech, who 
received him very gTacxoufly> arid ihflrilc*ted him 
in the Manner how to prefehfc his Pecitibh. 

Accordingly, when Admetui wds return % The- 
mijiocles took that PrinceV Son in his Arms, fat 
himfelf down on his Hearth^ ih the mfdft 6f the 
King's houfhold Gods, and there, telling him 
who he was, and the Caufc why he fled to hirh 
for Refuse, he implores his Clemchty ; Owns that 
his Life is in his Hands; in treats hirh fcb dbliteratc 
paft Offences; and reprefcrits to him, that no 



againft the Athenians, by painting their Jnjuftice 

and Ingratitude in the ltrongelt Colours. How- Action can be more worthy a' great Kirfg, than to 

ever, Themiftocles rejected, with Indignation, the exercife Clemency. Whcreupbh AdfneHs, fur- 

Propofals made him by Paufanias, and refufed —'—~ A — J — 1 — ni - — r •■■« 

peremptorily to engage, in any Manner, in his 
Schemes : But then he did not reveal the Secret to 



any Pcrfon, nor the Enterprise he had formed ; 
whether it was that he imagined, that the good 
Senfe of Paufanias, would prompt him to lay ic 
ftfide, or was perfuaded, that it would be di /co- 
vered fome other Way j it not being poffihle for 
fo hazardous and ill-contrived a Plot, ever to meet 
with Succcfo 



prized and moved to Pity, at feeing at his Feet, 
in fo humble a Pofture, the £featelt Man of till 
Greece, and the Conqueror of all AJia, faifed hiin 
from the Ground, and promifed to protccl hSrri a- 
gainft all his Enemies. Accordingly, when the 
Athenians and Lacedamonians came and demanded 
him, he refufed abfolutcly to deliver uf> to therrt 
a Man, who had made his Palace his Afylurh, 
the firm Perfuafion that it wotlld be facl'od a/ul 
inviolable. 

Whil« 
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W'hilft he wa> at the. Court of this Prince,, one 

0 f his* Friend* round* an Opportunity to carry off 
bis Wife; and Children, fronx Athens, and fend 
thtnvco- him ; for which Piece of Humanity, the 
generous- Man was feiz'd. feme* Time after, and 
jencene'd to dye : So rigid were the ungrateful 
Athenians co» chelc grca* Deliverer., that common 
Humanity Go- bun* was become, a capital Offence, 
jto cor the Effects, however, ofi Themiftosles, hie 
Friends, fecureil tfefi greateft Part of them for him j 
which tbey afterwards, found Opportunity to re- 
«*ir him * bufiall that, the Oovernmenc could, dif- 

which amaunced to an* hundred Talents, 
or about twenty- Sye thoufand. Pound, was- carry 'd 
do ther publick Treafury ; though ac the Time he- 
was- raifed tso the Administration, he was not 

worth three* 
We have before obferv'd, that the. Government, 

and the Command of the Grecian Armies, by the 
Mifmanageraent, and Infoience of Paufanias, had 
been transfer r'd from the Spar Sans to the Atheni- 
an** At firft,. the Cities and Nations of Greece 
uiied 60 contribute certain Sums of Money, towards 
carrying on the Expence of the War againft the 
Barbarians ; but this Repartition, or Divifion, 
had always occafioned great Feuds, becaufe it 
was not made in a Jult, or equal Proportion. It 
was thought proper, therefore, under the Govern- 
ment of the Athenians, to lodge in the Illand of 
DeUs> the co mmonTreafure of Greece y to fix new 
Regulations with Regard to the publick Monies; 
and to lay fuch a Tax, as might be regulated, in 
Proportion t6 the Revenue of every particular 
CiCy and Nation j in order that the Expences, 
being equally born by the feveral Individuals, 
who . compo/ed the Body of the Allies, no one 
might have Reafon to murmur. The Difficulty 
was, to find a Perfon of fo honeft, and incorrupt 
a Midd, as todifcharge faithfully an Employment 
of fo delicate, and dangerous a Kind \ the due 
Admin nt ration of which fo nearly concerned the 
publick Welfare. On rhis Occafion, all the Allies 
caft their, Eyes on Arijiides ; accordingly, they 
invefted him with full Powers, and appointed him 
to levy aTax On every Individual, relying entirely 
on hid Wifdorti and Juttice. 

They had no Caufe to repent their Choice. He 
prefided over the Tfeafury, with the Fidelity and 

bifintercftedneft of a Man, who looks upon it as 
a capital Crime, to embezzle the fmalleft Portion 
of another's Poffeflions ; with the Care and Acti- 
vity of a Father of a Family, who fuperintends 
his own Eftate and with the Caution, and In- 
tegrity of a Perfon, who confiders the publick 
Monies as facred* In (hort, he fucceeded in a 
very hire Circumftance, viz. to win the Love of 
all in an Office, in which, that Man, who even 
fecures himfelf from the publick Odium, gains a 
°|teat Point. Such is the glorious Character, which 
*ncca gives of a Perfon potieffed of much the 
fame Employment; and the noblclt Elogium, that 
can be beftow'd on a Treafurer j and this Enco- 
mium is the juft Due of Arj/tides. He difcoverU 
*o much Probity and Wifdom in the Exercife of 
Office, that no Man complained $ and thefe 
Times were confidcr'd ever alter as the golden 
■4g*\ that is, the Period in which Greece had 

attaint its higheft Pitch of Virtue and Happi- 
*eis. rr 

1» Effea, the Tax, which he had AVd, in the 
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Whole, to four hundred and fcxty Talents, was 

raifed, by Pericles, to fix hundred j and foon af- 
ter,, to* 'thirteen hundred Talents : This was not 
becaufe. the Expences. of the War were increafed> 
but the Treafure was employ'd to very ufelefs Pur- 
pofes; a& in diftriburing Monies, feverally, to 
the Athenians y in the foicmnizing Games and Fes- 
tivals; in the build mg 1 emples, and publick E- 
difii.es y not to mention-, that the Hands of thofe 
who fupecincended the Treafury, were not always 
as cieaa as thofe of ArijUdes* This wife and equi- 
table Conduct, fecured him, to laceifc Poftericy, the 
glorious, Sfcnanie of The.- Juji* 

Neverdhelefs, Plutarch relates an Action of this 
;reat Man, whikh fluows> that the Gteeks (the 
ame may be faid of the Romans) had a very nar- 
row, and imperfect Idea of Jultice. They con- 
fio'd the Exercife of it to the Interior, as it were, 
of civil Society 5. and acknowledg'd, that the In* 
dividuals were bound to obferve ftrictly its feve- 
ral Maxims : But, with Regard to their Country* 
to the Republick (their mighty Idol, to which 
they thought ail other Things ought to be made 
fubfervient) they acted in a quite different Man- 
ner t and imagin'd themfelves eflentially obliged 
to facrifice to it, not only their Lives and Poffef- 
fions, but even their Religion, and the moft fa- 
cred Engagements, in Opposition to, and Con- 
tempt of> the moft folcmn Oaths. This will ap- 
pear evidently in what follows. 

After the Divifion had been made of the Tri- 
butes above-mentioned, Aiiftides> having fettled 
the feveral Articles of the Alliance, obliged the 
Con/cderotcs to take an Oath, to obferve them 
punctually j and he himfelf fwore the fame, in 
the Name of the Athenians : And in denouncing 
the Curfes, which always accompany'd thefe Oaths, 
he threw into the Sea, purfuant to the ufual Cuf- 
tom, large Bars of red-hot Iron. But the ill State 
of the Affairs of the Athenians, forcing them after- 
wards to infringe fome of thefe Articles, and to 
govern a little more arbitrarily, he intreated them 
to vent thofe Curfes on him; and fo difcharge 
themfelves of the Punifliment due to fuch as had 
forefworn themfelves ; and who had been forced 
to it by the unhappy Situation of their Affairs. 

Tbeopkrajlus tells us, that, in general, Arijiides, 
who executed all Matters relating to himfelf, or 
the Publick, with the moft impartial and rigorous 
Jultice ; ufed to ena£t, in his Adminiftration, fe- 
veral Laws, according as the Exigency of Things, 
and the Well are of his Country, might require : 
It being his Opinion, that a Government, in or- 
der to lupport itfelf, is. on fome Occafion;', obliged 
to have Rccourfe to Injuftice, of which he gives 
the following Example- One Day, as the Athe- 
nian* were debating in their Council, about bring- 
ing to their City, in Oppoficion to the Articles ot 
thcTrcaty, the common ireafures of Greece, which 
were lodg'd in Dvlos: The Samians having opcnM 
the Debate; when it was .the Turn of An/ruts to 
(peak, he laid, that the dillodgine of the Treafure 
was an unjuJt Action, but uletul ; and he gain\l 
over the Voices to his Opinion. How cin this be 
reconciled with his Conduct, on another Occalion! 
When he difnpprov'd of thcDcdgn of Tbcmi/f cries, 
to let the Ships of the other Grecians on Fire ; 
iince that was likewife ufei'ul s This (hews alfo 
how unequal the Conduct of thtf fame Man may 
be, ac different rimes. This Incident prove*, that 

the 
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the pretended Wifdom of the Heathens^ was over- 
fpread with a thick Mift of Error. 

Ic was fcarce poilible for any Man to have a 
greater Contempt of Riches, than Jri, fides. This 
made Thcmijiocks, who never was 'pleafed with 
hearing other Men extoll'd, and was nettled at 
hearing drifts des applauded, for the noble difin- 
terefled Integrity, with which he managed the 
publick Trealure (a Virtue, of which he was by 
no AJeans Matter himfelf) endeavour to turn it 
into Ridicule; and fay, the Virtue fo much ex- 
tolTd in Aiijiides, fhow'd no greater Merit or 
Virtue, than what was equally poffefled by a 
ftrong Cheft, which faithfully prefervcd all the 
Money depofited therein, and embezzled none; 

This low Sneer, which had nothing juft in it, 
and was founded on a very wrong, and mean Way 
of thinking, was intended, in Return of an An- 
swer made - him by *dtifiides 9 which had flung 
him to the Quick; becaufe it reproach'd him with 
a Vice, whereof he knew himfelf guilty* 

Tccmiftoeles had happened, one Day, to fay, 
that, in his Opinion, the greate ft Talent, of whuh 
a General could be Matter, was to be able to forc- 
fee the Dcfigns of the Enemy, and difappoint 
them; :o which Ariftides anfwer'd, « That was a 
* e Qualification very neceflary, but there was one, 
" wnich was yet more noble, and truly worthy 
<c of a General; which was, for him to have clean 
" Hands, and a Soul fuperior to all venal and 
ct lelf interefted Views ! " Arijiides might very 
juitly anfwer i bemijiocles in this Manner, (ince 
he was really very poor, though he had poflefled 
the highett JKmployments in the State. He feem'd 
to f ave an innate Love for Poverty; and fo far 
from being afham'd of it, he thought it reflected 
as much Glory on him, as all the Lawrels and 
Victories he had won; of which, Hiftory gives 
us a fhining Inttance, 

CjIHzs, who was a near Relation of Arijiides 
and the moft wealthy Citizen in Athens , was cited, 
on ibme Occafion, to appear before the Judges} 
when the Accufer, laying very little Stref6 on the 
Caufe itfelf, endeavour'd chiefly to blacken him, 
by reproaching him, with fufFerin gAri/lides, and 
his whole Family, to live in the greateft Pover- 
ty, whillt he himfelf wallow'd in Riches. Here- 
upon, Callias, perceiving that thefe Reproaches 
made a ftrong Imprelfion on the Judges, fummon'd 
yitijiidti to declare before them, whether he had 
not often pre {fed him to accept large Sums of 
]V oney, aid whether he had not obiiinately re- 
fused to accept of his Offer; faying, That he had 
more Reafon to bo;ilt of his Poverty, than Callias 
of his Riches : '1 hat many Perfons were found, 
v. ho made a ^ood Lfeof their Wealth; but that 
iVw v.crc to be met with, who bore their Poverty 
with Magnanimity, and even Joy ; and that none 
had Caule to blul'h at their abject Condition, but 
fuch as had redue'd thcmfelvcs to it by their Idle- 
im.1s, their Intemperance, their Profufion, or dif- 
fol ite ^ ondu£t. Accordingly, -Ariftides declar'd, 
that his Kinfman hud told nothing but the Truth; 
and added, That a Man, whofe Frame of Mind is 
fuch, as to fuppref^ a Defire of fu peril uousThings, 
and who confines the Wants of Life within the 



nnrroweff Limirs; betides its freeing the virtuous 
Man from a Thoufand importunate Cares, and 
leaving him fo much Matter of his Time, a;; to 
devote it entirely to the I'ublick j it alfo ap- 



proaches him, in fome Meafure, to the Deity' 
who is wholly unperplex'd with Cares or Wants, 
In Effect, there was not a Man in the Affembly, 
but, at his leaving it, would have chofen to be 
Arijiides, though fo poor, rather than Callias 
with all his. Riches. 

Plutarch acquaints us, in few Words, with the 
glorious Tefhmony, which Plato gave of the Vir- 
tue of Arijiides ; for which he looks upon him a$ 
infinitely fuperior to all his illuftrious Cotempo- 
raries. *' Themifiocles, Gitnon, and Pericles (fays 
" he) fill'd, indeed, their City with fplendid £. 
" difices, with Portico's, Statues, rich Ornaments, 
tc and other Superfluities of that Kind ; but Arif. 
" tides did all that lay in his Power to enrich 
" every Part of it with Virtue: Noifr, to raife z 
" City to true Happinefs, it muft be made vir- 
S€ tuous, not rich." Plutarch likewife takes No- 
tice of another Circumftance in the Life of Afrif* 
tides, which, though of the fimpleft Kind, refledls 
the greateft Honour on him, and may ferve as an 
excellent Leflbn. It is in the beautiful Treatife, 
in which he enquires, whether it is proper for old 
Men to concern them fe Ives with Affairs of Go- 
vernment j and where he points out admirably 
well, the various Services they may do the State, 
even in an advanced Age. 

(< We are not to fancy (fays he) that all pub- 
" lick Services require great Motion and Hurry; 
" fuch as, to harangue the People, to prefide in 
" the Government, or to head Armies : An old 
*' Man, whofe Mind is inform'd with Wifdom, 
may, without going abroad, exercife a Kind of 
« magifterial Office in it; which, though it be 
t€ fecret and obfeure, is not, therefore, the lefs 
important ; and that is, in training up Youth 
by good Counfel, teaching them the various 
Springs of Politicks, and how to conduct pub- 
99 lick Affairs." Arijlides was fo far from being 
a Burthen to his Country, that he was of the 
greateft Benefit to it. His Houfe was a publick 
School of Virtue, Wifdom, and Politicks. It was 
open to all young Athenians (and to Cimon io 
particular) who had a Love for Virtue; and they 
ufed to confult him as an Oracle. He gave 
them the kindeft Accefs, liftned to- them with Pa- 
tience, taught them with the utmoft Eafe and Fa- 
miliarity ; and endeavour'd, above all Things, to 
animate their Courage, and infpire them with Con- 
fidence. 

Accordingly, Vlutarch divided the Life of 
Statefmen into three Ages: In the firft, he would 
have them learn the Principles of Government $ in 
the fecond, he requires them to apply them to 
Practice j and in the third, to inftrucr others. ^ 

Hiftory does not inform us of the exact Time* 
nor the Place, where Ariftides dy'd; but then ic 
pays a glorious Teftimony to his Memory, when 
it affurcs us, that this great Man, who had poffef- 
fed the higheft Employments in the Common* 
wealth, and had the abfolute Difpofal of theTrea- 
fury, dy'd poor, and did not leave Money enough 
to defray the Expcnces of his Funeral; fo that 
the Government was obliged to bear the Charge 
of it, and to maintain his Family. His Daugh- 
ters were marry'd, and Lyjimachus, his Son, was 
fubfiftcd at the Ex pence of the State; which* 
likewife. gave the Daughter of the latter,- after 
his Death, the Pen/ion with which thofe were ho- 
noured, who had come olT victorious at the Olyffl' 
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j c Games. *P hit arch takes Notice, on this Occa- 
sion, of the Liberality, which the Athenians ex- 
erted, in Favour of the Pofterity of slrijiogiton,- 
their Deliverer* who was fallen to Decay ; and he 
adds, tn3C » cven * n k» Time (almoft fix hundred 
Years after) this Kind nefs and Liberality were Hill 

continued. ■ • 

Ic was .glorious for a City, to have prefer v'd, for 
fo many Centuries, its Generofity and Gratitude 5 
an d a itrong Motive to fire the Courage of the 
feveral Individuals, when they were fu re that their 
Children would enjoy the Rewards, which Death 
had prevented them from receiving I It was de- 
lightful to fee the diftant Pofterity or the Defend- 
ers and Delivex-ers of the Common- wealth, who 
had inherited nothing from their Anceftors; but 
the Glory of their Actions, maintain'd, for fo ma- 
ny Ages, at the Expence of the Publick, in Con- 
lideracion of the Services their Families had done 
the Government. They Jiv'd in this M -inner with 
much more Honour, and kept alive the Remem- 
brance of their Anceftors w ith much greater Splen- 
dor, than a Multitude of Citizens, whofe Fathers 
had been ftudiou6 only of leaving them great E- 
ftates, which generally do not long furvi ve thofe 
who raifedthem; and often leave their Pofterity 
nothing but the odious Remembrance of the In- 
justice and Oppre/fion by which they were ac- 

uired. 

The gre ate ft Honour which the Antients have 
done Arijlidcs, is in- befrowing on him the glori- 
ous Title of The Juji. He gain'd ic, not by one 
particular Action, but by the whole Tenor of his 
Conduct, and a coal hint Series of great Actions. 
P.utat cb makes aRcUfc&ioft on this Occafion, which 
being very remarkable, and well-grounded, we 
ftu*ii Introduce here. 
" Among the feveral Virtues of Arijiides (fays 
th»s judicious Author) that for which he was 
*' moft renowned, was his Juflice ; becaufe this 
" Virtue is of moft general Via ; its Benefits be- 
" ing extended to a greater Number of Perlbns; 
as'ic is the Foundation, the Soul, as it were, 
of every Employment, as well as publick .Ad- 
** miniftration. Hence ic was, that Arijiides, though 
r< in low Circumftances, and of mean Extracton, 
•< nevertheless, merited che Tide of Jujf ; a Title 
" truly royal, or rather truly divine ; and which 
" is, nevcrthelofs) fcldom coveted by Princes, be- 
,f caufc they are unacquainted- with its Beauty 
* c and Excellency. They chufe rather to be cal- 
** led the Conquerors of Cities, the Thunder-bolts 
<f of War; and fometimesj even Eagles and Li- 
99 ons: Thus preferring the vain Honour of thefe 
'* pompous Titles,' which convey no other Idea 
•* dud wild Havoek and Slaughter, to the folid 
f< Glory of thole which are expreflive of Goodnefs 
" and- Virtue. They donV know, that of the 
n three chief Attributes of the Deity, of whom 
H Kings boaft themfeives the Image; we mean, 
" Immortality, Power, and Juftice : The firft of 
<f which excites our Admiration and Defire; the 
u ftcondfilli us with Dread and Terror; and the 
u third infpires ub with Awe and Love : This laft 
fe orvly, is truly and perfonally communicated to 
* Man; and ciwi only conduct* him to the other 
J two.; it being impofflble for Man to become 
'truly immortal i and powerful, without Juf- 
€ tice.'» 

Before we refume che Sequel of this Hiftory, ic 
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may not be improper to obferve, that it was about 
this Period, the Fame of the Greeks, ftill more 
renown 'd for their Wifdom in governing* than 
the Splendor of their Victories, prompted the Ro- 
mans to have Recourfc to their Lights and Know- 
ledge. Rome, raifed under Kings, was in want of 
fuch Laws, as were neceffary for the good Govern- 
ment of a Common-wealth. For this Purpofe, the 
Romans fent Deputies to copy the Laws of the 
Cities of Greece; and particularly of Athens, which 
were ftill better adapted to the popular Govern- 
ment, that had been- eftablifti'd fince the Expul- 
fion of the Kings. On this Model, the ten Ma- 
giftrates, call'd Decemviri, and who were invefted 
with an abioiute Authority, were created : Thefe 
digefted the Laws of the twelve Tables, which 
are the Balis of the Roman Law. 

The ill Succefs of Xerxes, in his Expedition 
againtt the Greeks, and which continued after- 
wards, at laft, entirely difliearten'd him ; where- 
fore, laying alide all Thoughts of War and Con- 
queft, he abandon'd himfelf entirely to Eafe and 
JLuxtrry; and was ftudious of nothing but his Plea- 
fures. Artabanus, a Native of Hyrcania, Captain 
of his Guards, and who had long been one of his 
chief Favourites, found, that this diflblute Conduct 
had drawn upon him theConrempt of his Subjects. 
He, therefore, imagin'd, that this would be a fa- 
vourable Opportunity for him to confpire againft 
his Sovereign ; and his Ambition was fo vaft, that 
he flatter'd himfelf with the Hopes of fucceeding 
him in the Throne. 

It is very likely, neverthelefs, that he was ex- 
cited to the Commi/hon of this Crime, from an- 
other Motive. Xerxes had commanded him to 
murder Darius, his eldeft Son ; but for what Caufe 
is not known. As this Order had been given at 
a Banquet, when the Company were heated with 
Wine, he did not doubt but Xerxes would forget 
it ; and therefore, was not in Hafte to obey it : 
However, he was miftaken ; for the King let fall 
fomc Words upon that Head, which made Arta- 
banus dread his Kelentment ; and therefore, he 
refoiv'd to get the Start of him. Accordingly, 
he prevail'd upon Mithridates, one of the Eunuchs 
of the Palace, and Lord Chamberlain, to engage 
in his Confpiracy ; and this Officer letting him 

into the Chamber where Xerxes lay, Artabanus 
murder'd him in his Sleep. 

Then going to Artaxerxes, the King's third Son, 
he informed him of the Murder which had been 
committed, and charged his eldeft Brother, Da- 
rius, therewith; as though a ftrong Deft* re of a- 
fcending the Throne, had prompted him to that 
execrable Deed. He declared farther, that, to 

fecure the Crown to himfelf, he was refolved to 
murder him alfo ; for which Reafon, it would 
be abfolutely ncceffary for him, to guard againft 
all Dangers. Thefe Words having made fuch an 
Imprellton on y/rtaxtrxrs (then a Youth ) as Ar- 
tabanus de/ired, he went immediately into his 
Brother's Apartment; where, being affifted by 
Artabanus, and his Guards, he murder'd him. 

Hyjiafpcs^ fecond Son to Xerxes, was next Heic 
to the Crown after Darius ; but, as he was then 
in Bafiria, of which he was Governor, Artaba- 
nus placed sfrtaxcrxes on the Throne; but did 
not defign to furler him to enjoy it, any longer 
than till fuch Time, as he had made a Faction 
ftrong enough to drive him from it, and afcend 
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it himfelf. His once great Authority had gained 
him a Multitude of Creatures \ befides this, he 
had feven Sons, who were of a very tall Stature, 
handfomc, ftrong, courageous, and raifed to the 
highelt. Employments in tke Empire, The Aid 
he hoped to receive from them, was the chief 
Motive of his railing his Views fo high. But, 
whilft he was attempting to com pleat his Dcfign, 
Artaxerxes being informed of this Plot by Me- 
gabyzus, who had married one of his Sifters, en- 
deavoured to prevent him \ and killed him, be- 
fore he had an Opportunity, of putting his trai- 
terous Dcfign in Execution : His Death fecured 
this Prince in the Poffeflion of the Kingdom, for 
the prefent. 

Thus we have fecn the End of Xerxes; who 
was one of the molt powerful Princes that ever 
liv'd, whether we confider his Riches, or the Ex- 
tent of his Dominions, and Numbers of his Sub- 
jects. Notwichitanding all this, it is almoft need- 
Jels to anticipate our Readers, with Refpect to 
the Judgmenc they ought to form of him. A- 
round him was diffus'd whatever is greateft and 
moft auguft, in the Opinion of Mankind: The 
moft excenfive Empire, at that Time> in the 
World ; immenfe Treafures, and an incredible 
Number of Land, as well as Naval Forces. But 
this external Pomp and Power, with which he 
was fur rounded, could not properly be call'd his 
own, as it might have been taken from him; 
neither did it confer any real Merit on him. No, 
k is a Man's intrinfick Worth, and the Virtues 
inherent in him ; and of which he can't be de- 
prived by Adverfity, which only are valuable j 
and of this intrinfick Worth Xerxes was entirely 
deft: cute j for, by a Blindnefs, which is too often 
found in Princes, and great Men, born in the 
Midft of all terreftrial Bleflings ; Heir to a bound- 
Jefs PoA-er, and furrounded with a Splendor which 
his Anceftors reflected on him; he had accuftom'd 
himfelf to judge of his own Talents, and perio- 
ral Merit, from the fervile Adoration paid him 
by his Courtiers (or rather Slaves) and that Pomp 
and Pageantry, which were only the accidental 
Appcntijgjs of his exalted Station and Rank. 

Accord i i gly, he difrcgards the wife Counfels 
of Attabanu*, his Uncle, and of Demaratus, who 
only had Courage enough to fpeak the real Truth; 
and he abandons himfelf to Courtiers, who wor- 
fhipp'd his Fortune, and made it their whole Stu- 
dy to footh his Paffions. He proportions, and 
pretends to regulate the Succefs of his Enterprizes, 
by the Extent of his Power. The flavifh Sub- 
mi ffion of fo many Nations no longer fooths his 
Ambition; and, not being affected with too eafy 
an Obedience, he takes a Pleafure in exercifing 
his Power over the Elements; in cutting his Way 
through Mountains, and making them navigable; 
in chaitizing the Sea, for having broken down his 
Bridge ; and in ioolifhly attempting to (hackle the 
Waves, by throwing Chains into them. 

Elate with a childifh Vanity, and a ridiculous 
Pride, he looks upon himfelf as chc Arbiter of 
Nature : He imagines, that not a Nation in the 
World will dare to wait his Arrival ; and he 
fondly and prefumptuoufly relies on the Millions 
of Men and Ships which he drags after him. But 
when, after the Battle of Salamts y he beheld the 
fad Ruins, the fhameiul Remains of his numbcr- 
lefs Troops fcattcr'd over all Greece; ha then was 



fenfible of the wide Difference there is between 
an Army, and a Crowd of Men. In aWord, to 
make a right Judgment of Xerxes, we need only 
form a Contraft, between him, and one of the 
eminent Citizens of Athens j as, Miltiades* The- 
miftocles, Arijltdes 9 or Cimon. In the latter we 
find good Senfe, Prudence, Skill in War, Courage, 
and Greatnefs of Soul; in the former, Vanity! 
Pride, Obftinacy; the meaneft and moft grovel- 
ing Sentiments; and fometimes the moft horrid 
Barbarity. 

We have already feen how Artaxerxes, the third 
Son of this Monarch, fucceeded him in the King- 
dom, by the Treachery of Artabmnus : The Greek 
Hiftorians give him the Sirname of Long imanus ; 
and Strabo lays, it was, becaufe his Hands were 
fo long, that, when he ftood upright, he could 
touch his Knees with them ; but, according to 
Plutarch, it was, becaufe his Right- Hand was 
longer than his Left. Had it not been for this 
Blcmifli, he would have been the moft graceful 
Man of his Age ; and he was ftill more remark- 
able for his Goodeefs and Generoficy on moft 
Occaflons : He reign'd about forty- nine Years. 

Although Artaxerxes, by the Death of Artaba- 
nus, was delivered from a dangerous Competitor* 
there ftill were two Obftacles in his Way, before 
he could get the quiet PofTeflion of his Throne; 
one was, his Brother Hyjlafpes, Governor of B ac- 
uta ; and the other, the Faction of Art ab anus. 
He began by quelling the Latter. 

Artabanus had left feven Sons, and a great 
Number of Partifans, who foon met together to 
revenge his Death ; and thefe, and the Adherents 
of Artaxerxes, fought a bloody Battle, in which 
a great Number of Terfian Nobles loft their 
Lives; hereupon, Artaxerxes, having, at laft, 
quite defeated his Enemies, put to Death all who 
had engaged in this Plot. He like wife took an 
exemplary Vengeance of thofe, who were concern'd 
in his Father's Murder j and particularly of M- 
thridates the Eunuch, who had betray'd him; 
and who was executed in the following Manner. 

He was laid on his Back in a Kind of Horfe- 
Trough, and ftrongly faftned to the four Corners 
of it j then every Part of him, except his Head, 
Hands and Feet, which came out at Holes made 
for that Purpofe, was covered with another Trough. 
In this horrid Situation Victuals were given him, 
from Time to Time $ and in Cafe of his Refufal 
to eat it, they forced it down his Throat : Honev 
mixed with Milk was given him to drink, and all 
his Face was fmeared with it, which, by that 
Means, attracted a numberlefs Multitude or Flies j 
efpecially, as he was for ever expofed to the 
fcorching Rays of the Sun. In the mean While, 
the Worms, which bred in his Excrements, prey'd 
upon his Bowels. This Way of Execution was 
common amongft the Per pans , for extraordinary 
Crimes ; and the Criminal generally liv'd fifteen, 
or twenty Days, in incxpreflible Torture. 

When Artaxerxes had thus crufli'd the Faction 
of Artabanus, he was powerful enough to fend an 
Army into Baftria, which had declared in Fa- 
vour of his Brother; but he was not fuccefsfu!# 
at firft, on this Occafion. The two Armies en- 
gaging, Hyjlafpcs flood his Ground fo well, that, 
if he did not gain the Victorv, he, at lead, fi»j 
tained no Lola; fo that botn Armies fepa rated 

with equal Succefs, and each retired, to prepare 
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for a fecond Battle. But, Artaxerxes having raifed 
a greater Army than his Brother (not ro mention 
chat che whole Empire declared in his Favour) 
defeated him in a fecond Engagement, and quite 
crufli'd all his Adverfaries ; by which Victory, he 
fecuced to himfelf the quiet Poffeflion of the Em- 
pire. 

To maintain himfelf in theThrone, he remov T d 
all fuch Governors of Cities and Provinces from 
their Employments, as he fuf pectcd held Corre- 
fpondence with either of the Parties he had over- 
come, and filled them wich Others, whom he 
could fafely truft. He afterwards apply 'd himlelf 
to reform che Abufes and Difordcrs, which had 
crept into the Government ; infomuch that, by 
his prudent Conduct, which was entirely calcu- 
lated for che Welfare of his People, he foon ac- 
quired great Reputation and Authority, and won 
the Love of his Subjects ; this being che ftrong- 
eft Bafis on which the Power of Sovereigns can be 
founded* 

According to Thucydides, Themtftocles fled to 
this Prince, in the Beginning of his Reign; buc 
other Authors, as Strabo, Plutarch, and Di odor us 
Siculus, fix this Incident under Xerxes, hisPrede- 
cetfbr. However, Dr. Prideaux is of the litter 
Opinion ; he likewife thinks, that this Arta 
is the fame with him, who is called Ahafuerus in 
Scripture; and who marry 'd Eflher : Though 
others fuppofe, with the learned Archbifhop ZJjh- 
er } that ic was Darius, the Son of Hyftafpes, who 
made this illuflrious Jewefs his Conforc in the 
Throne. We fhall not pretend to determine which 
of them are in Che Right; buc, without engaging 
in Concroverfies of chis Kind, fliall follow the 
Opinion of the learned UJher, with Regard to che 
Flight of Themiliocles into Pcrjta. 

We have before related how that great Man 
fle.d to Admetus, King of the MoloJJi, and had met 
with a gracious Reception from him ; we muft 
add, that chac Prince continued creating him in 
the fame Manner, as long as he could do fo wich 
Safety to himfelf and his Subjects : 13 ut the Athe- 
nians and Lacedamonians would not fufFer him to 
live in Peace, and required that Prince to deliver 
him up; threatning, in Cafe of his Refufal, to 
carry their Arms into his Country. Hereupon, 
Admetus, who was unwilling to draw fuch formi- 
dable Enemies upon himfelf; and much more, to 
deliver up a Man, who had fled to him for Re- 
fuge; informed him of the great Danger to which 
he was expofed, and favoured his Flight. The 
miftocles went as far by Land as Pydna, a City of 
Macedonia, afid there embark'd on board of a 
Merchant- Man, which was failing to Ionia. None 
of the Paffcngers knew him ; but a Storm having 
carry'd this VefTel near che Ifland of Naxos, chen 
befieged by the Athenians ; che imminenc Danger 
to which Thcmijfocfes was expofed, obliged him 
to difcover himfelf to the Pilot, and Matter of 
" le Ship ; after which he, by Intreaties and Me- 
naces, forced them to fail towards Ajia. 

Thcmijlocles might, on this Occafion, have cal- 
led to Mind the Advice his Father had given him, 
^hen a Child, viz. ro lay very little Strefs on 
the Favour of the common People. They were 



tlieri walking together in the Harbour; and his 
father pointing to fome rotten Gallics that lay 
nj-'glected on the Strand ; Behold there, fays he, 
(pointing to them) thus do the People tre.it 



their Governors, when they can do them no farther 
Service. 

He was now arrived at Cum*, a City of AEolia 
in Ajia Minor ; and the Kii-g of Perjia had let a 
Price upon his Head, promilir.g two hundred Ta- 
lents (about fifty thoufand Pound) to an) Man w ho 
fiiould deliver him up. Whereupon, che whole 
Coafr. was cover'd with People, who were looking 
for him. To avoid this Danger, he fled to^-^r, a 
little City of j%Lo/ia; where no one knew him, ex- 
cept jVicogenes, who was his parricular Friend, 
and at whofe Houfe he lodg'd. He was che moft 
wealthy Man in that Country, and very ii.tirrate 
with all the Lords of the Petjtan Courr. Toe- 
mijlocles was forced to lye concealed fome Days in 
his Houfe, till L\iicogenes bethought himfelf of 
fending him, under a ftrong Guard, to Sufa, in 
one of thofe cover'd Chariots, in which the Per- 
Jians, who were extremely jealous, ufed co carry 
cheir Wives ; thofe who carry'd him, told every 
one they met, that they were carry ng a young 
Greek Lady, to a Courtier of great Diltinctlon. 

Themtjiocles being thus falely arriv'd at the 
Perfian Court, waited upon che Captain of the 
Guards, Celling him, thac he was a Grecian by- 
Birth, and begg'd the King Co admic him to 
Audience, having fome Matters of great Impor- 
portance Co communicate co him. Hereupon, thac 
Officer inform'd him of a Ceremony, which he 
knew was infupporcable to fome Gr eks ; but, 
without which, none were allow'd to fpeak to 
the King ; and chis was, co fall profrrate before 
him. Our Laws (fays he) command us, to 
* s honour che King in chat Manner; a:.d to wor- 
l€ him as che image of che Immortal God, who 
<r maintains and preferves all Things." 

As his Cafe was, in a Manner, defperate, The- 
mi/tocles promifed to comply; and being admit:ed 
to Audience, he fell on his Face before the King, 
and worfhipp'd him; after which, riling up, 
Mighty Monarch \, fays he by an Interpreter) 
I am Themiftocles, the Athenian, who, having 
been banifh'd by the Greeks, am come to your 
Court, in Hopes of meeting with an Afylum in 
it. I have brought, indeed, many Calamities 
on the Verfians-y but, on the other Hand, I have 
done them as many Services, in Proportion, by 
the falutary Advices I have given them more 
than once; and I now am able to do them more 
important Services than ever. My Life is in 
your Hands : You may now exert your Cle- 
mency, or difplay your Vengeance, as you fliall 
think fit : By the former, you will ferve an 
humble Petitioner; by the latter, you will de- 
ltroy the greatdt Enemy to Greece" 
The King made him no Anfwer at this Audi- 
ence ; chough he was filled wich Admiration ac 
his great Senfe and Boldnefs; but Hiftory informs 
us, he cold his Friends, chac he look'd upon the 
Arrival of Thcmijloclcs, as a very great Happi- 
nefs; and prayed his God Arimanius, always co 
incite his Enemies, to behave in the fame Man- 
ner ; and to prompt them to banifh, and make 
away with, their molt illuftrious Perfonages. Ic 
is added, chac when he was afleep, he ftarted up 
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through Excels of Joy, and cry'd ch 
got Themifroelcs, the Athenian 1 

Next Morning, at Day-break, Aitaxtrxcs fenc 
for the greateft Lords of his Court, and command- 
ed Themijlorles co be brought before him ; who 

now 
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now expected the Worft; efpecially when one of 
his Guards, after hearing his Name, had faid to 
him, the Night before, even in the Prefence Cham- 
ber, jutf. as he had left the King, Thou Serpent of 
Greece; thou Compound of Jrtifice and Malice-, the 
good Genius of ' our Prince brings thee hither I How- 
ever, the Serenity, which was diffufed over the 
Face of Artaxerxcs, made Themijiocles hope for a 
favourable Reception. 

Accordingly, he was not miftaken, for the 
Kino- began, by making him a Prefent of two 
hundred Talents; which bum he had promifed to 
any one who Ihould deliver him up ; and which, 
confequently, was his Due, fince Themijiocles had 
brought him his Head, by furrendering himfelf to 
him. He afterwards deilr'd him to give an Ac- 
count of the Affairs of Greece. But, as Themif- 
tocles could not exprefs his Thoughts to the King, 
without the A Alliance of an Interpreter, he defir'd 
Leave might be allow 'd him to learn the Perjian 
Tongue j hoping he then Ihould be able, to ex- 
plain himfelf thole Things, he was defirous of 
communicating to him, better than by the Aid of 
a third Per fon. It is the fame (fays he) with the 
Speech of Man, as with a Piece of Tapejiry, which 
tntijl he laid open and ut folded, to jhow the Figures, 
and other Beauties wrought in it. His Defire being 
granted, Themijiocles ftudy'd the Perjian Tongue 
a Year, and in that Time, made fo great a Pro- 
grefs, that he fpoke it with greater Elegance than 
the Perjians theml elves ; and confequently, could 
converfe with the King without the Help of an 
Interpreter. Accordingly, this Prince was fo high- 
ly pleafed with him, that he gave him uncommon 
Marks of Friendihip and Eiteem j he made him 
marry a Lady, who was defcended from one of the 
nobleit Families in Petjia\ he gave him a PaJace, 
and an Equipage fuitable to it, and fettled a noble 
Penfion on him. He ufed to take him in his Par- 
tics of Hunting, and in every Banquet and En- 
tertainment ; nay, fometimcs converfed privately 
with him, infomuch that the great Lords of the 
Court grew jealous, and uucafy upon that Ac- 
count. He even pre fen ted him to the Princefles, 
who honour'd him with their Efteem, and allowed 
him Accefs to them. It is obferv'd, as a Proof 
of the peculiar Favour, which was fhewn Themif- 
toclesy that, by the King's fpecial Order, he was 
admitted to hear the Lectures and Dilcourfes of 

the Magi, and was inftru&ed by them in all the 
Secrets of their Philofophy. 

Another Proof is given of the great Credit he 
enjoy 'd : Demaratus, King of Sparta, who was 
then at Court, being commanded by Artaxerxes, 
to ask any Thing of him ; he dcfir'd that he might 
be fuffer'd to make his Entry on Horfe-back, into 
the City of Sardis, with the Royal Tiara on his 
Head: A ridiculous Vanity J equally unworthy of 
the Grecian Grandeur, and the simplicity of a La- 
cedemonian! Hereupon, the King, exafperated at 
the Infolcnce of his Demand, cxprefs'd his Difguft 
in the ftrongeft Terms, and feem'd rcfolv'd not to 
pardon him ; but Themijiocles having interceeded 
for him, Artaxerxes reftor'd him to Favour. 

In Qiort, Themijiocles uas in fuch great Credit, 
that under the fucceeding Reigns, in which the 
Affairs of Perjt j Acre frill more blended with thofe 
of Greece \ whenever the Kings were defirous of 
drawing over fome Greek to their Interclr, they 
ufed to declare exprcfly in their Letters, that he 



fhould be in greater Favour with them, than Tho- 
rn Ji odes had been, with King Artaxerxes. 

We are alfo told, that Themijiocles, when in 
his moft flourishing State in 'Pe/Jia, v. hen he v\as- 
honour'd and eftcem'd by all Men, who were 
emulous in making their Court to him, faid one 
Day, when his Table was cover'd ,»ith the mod: 
fumptuous Dainties of every Kind : Children ; our 
Ruin would have he en inevitable, had we not been 
ruind. 

But, at laft, it was judg'd neceffary for the 
King's Intereft, that Themijiocles Ihould rdide in 
fome City of Ajia Minor 5 that he might be ready, 
on any Occafion which fhould prefent itfelf; ac- 
cordingly, he vas fent to Magnefia, fituated on the 
Meander ; and there was aflign'd for his Sublicence 
(^befides the whole Revenues of this City, which 
amounted to fifty Talents every Year) thofe of 
My unt e and Lampfachus. One of the Cities was 
to furnifh him with Bread, another with Wine, and 
a third with Viands. Some Authors add two more, 
viz. for his Furniture and Cloaths. Such v\as the 
Cuftorn of the ancient Kings of the Eqji : In Mead 
of fettling Penfions on Perfons they were defirous 
of rewarding, they beftoA'd Cities, and fometimes 
even Provinces ; which, under the Name of Bread, 
Wine, &c. were to furnifli them abundantly, with 
all Things neceffary, for fupporting in a magniri- 
cent Manner their Family and Equipage. Themif- 
tocles liv'd for fome Years in Mag?icjia, in the ut- 
molt Splcndorj till he came to his End in the 
Manner which will be related hereafter. 

The Athenians, having loft one of their moft 
diftinguiuVd Citizens, as well as ableft Generals, 
by the Banilhment of Themijiocles $ endeavour'd to 
make Amends for this Lofs, by bellowing the 
Command of their Armies upon Cimon, who *as 
no Ways inferior to him in Merit. 

He fpent his Youth, however, in fuch Exceffes, 
as w ere no Ways honourable to himj and promi- 
fed no Good, w ith Regard to his future Conduct. 
The Example of this illuftrious Athenian, who 
pafled his juvenile Years in fo diflblute a Man- 
ner j and aiterw ards rofe to fo exalted a Pitch of 
Glory, (how, that Parents muft not al a- ays def pair 
of the Happinefs of their Children, when they are 
Libertines in their Youth; efpecially, when Na- 
ture has endu'd them with Senfe, Good-Nature, a 
Rectitude of Mind, and an Efteem for Perfons of 
Merit : Such was the Character of Cimon. 

The ill Reputation he had drawn upon himfelf, 
having prejudie'd the People againfthimj he, at 
firir, was very ill-recciv'd by them j when, being 
dejected at this Repulfe, he was rcfolv'd to lay 
afide all Thoughts, of concerning himfelf wiij 1 
State- Affairs. But Ariftides, perceiving that his 
diffolutc Turn of Mind was blended with many 
many fine Qualities, he comforted him j infpir'd 
him with Hope, pointed out the Path he fhould 
frrike into, inftill'd good Principles into him 5 and 
did not a little contribute, by the excellent fn- 
ftructions he gave him, and the Affection where- 
with he indulged him on all Occafions, to make 
him the Man he afterwards appenr'd : What more 
important Service could he have done his Coun- 
try ? 

Plutatch obferves, that after Cimon hnd # Jaid 
afide his juvenile Flights, his Conduct was in all 
Things great and noble \ and that he waa not in- 
ferior to his Father Milfiudes, either in Courage 

or 
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or Intrepidity ; nor to Themiftocles in Prudence 
and Senie; but that he was more juft and virtuous 
than either of them ; and that, not being inferior 
to them, in the Exerrife of the military Virtues, 
he furpaffed them very much in the Practice of the 
moral Virtues. 

It muft, neccflarily, be of great Advantage to 
a Government, would thofe, wh > excel in Pro- 
feflions of every Kind, take a Pleafure, and make 
ic their Duty, to fafhion and inftruct fuch Youths, 
as are born with good Difpofitions. Hereby they 
would have an Opportunity of ferving their Coun- 
try, even after their Death ; and of perpecuating 
in it, in the Perfon of their Pupils, a Tafte and 
Inclination for true Merit, and the Practice of the 
wifeft Maxims. 

The Athenians, a little after Themiftocles had 
left his Country, put to Sea a Fleet under the 
Command of Cimon, and took Eton, flanding on 
the Banks of the River Strymon, ^fmphipolis, and 
other Places of Thrace : And, as this was a very 
fruitful Country, Cimon planted a Colony therein, 
and fent ten Thoufand Athenians for that Pur- 
pofe. 

The Fate of Eion was fo very fingular, that 
we cannot but take Notice of it here. Boges was 
Governor of it, under the King of Pcrjia ; and he 
difplay'd fuch a Zeal and Fidelity for his Sove- 
reign, as is rarely found. When befieged by Ci- 
mon and his Athenians, it was*".i his Power to have 
capitulated upon honourableTerms ; and he might 
have retired to JJia with his Family, and all his 
EflecTs. However, being perfuaded he could not 
do this with Honour, he refolv'd to die, rather 
than furrehder; and thereupon, the City was af- 
faulted with the utmoft Fury, and he defended it 
with incredible Bravery. Being, at laft, in the 
utmoft Want of Provifions, he threw into the 
River Strymon all the Gold, Silver, and valuable 
Effects, in the City ; and then caufing Fire to be fet 
to a Pile, and, having murder'd his Wife, Chil- 
dren, and whole Family, he threw them into the 
Midft of the Flames, and afterwards rufti'd into 
them himfelf. Xerxes could not but admire, and 
at the fame Time bewail, fo furpri-zing an Ex- 
ample of Gencrofity, as it was then reckon^ ; and 
the Heathens, indeed, might give it that Name ; 
but it muft, certainly, be deem'd a more than fa- 
vage Cruelty, by all Chrijlians. 

Cimon alfo conquer'd the Jfland of Seyros; where 
he found the Bones ot'Thefeus, the Son of /Egeus, 
who had fled from Athens to that City, and there 
ended his Days. An Oracle had commanded, that 
Search lhould be made after his Bones ; where- 
fore, Cimon put them on board his Galley, adorn'd 
them richly, and carry'd them to his native Coun- 



try, near eight hundred Years after Thcfeus had 
Jeic it. The People receiv'd them with the highell 
lelti monies of Joy ; and, to perpetuate the Re- 
membrance of this Event, founded a Difputatjon, 
orContclt, forTrngicWriters ; which became very 
famous, and contributed - much to the Improve- 
ment of the Drama, by the wonder ful Emulation 
>t excited in the Tragic Poets, whofe Pieces were 
exhibited therein. For, Sophocles having, in his 
louth, brought his firlt Play on the Stage; the 
Jrchon, or chief Magi Urate, who prefided at thefe 
l '*mcv obferving there was a ftrong Faction a- 

the Spectators, prevails with Cimon, and 
'ne reft () f tnc Generals, his Collogues (who were 



ten in Number, and chofen out of each Tribe) to 
fit as Judges. They did fo, and the Prize was de- 
creed to Sophocles , which fo deeply afflicted /Efchy- 
I'ts, who, till then, had been look'd upon as the 
beft Tragic Writer, that Athens became ir.fup- 
portable to him ; and therefore, he withdrew to 
Sicily, where he ended his D<js. 

The Confederates had taken a vaft Number of 
Barbarian Prifoners in Scjius and Ryzantium; and, 
as a Proof of the high Kefpeft they had for Ci- 
mon, intreated him to make a Di :rribution of 
the Booty. Accordingly, he placM all the Cap- 
tives (/tark naked) on one Side; and, on the 
other, all their Riches and Spoils. Hereupon, 
the Allies complain'd of this Partition, as too un- 
equal; but Cimon giving thera their Choice, they 
immediately took the Riches which had belorg'd 
to the Perjrans, and left the Prifoners for the A- 
then/ an s. He was thought, therefore, a Perfon no 
Ways qualify'd to feit.-e the Diftribution of Prizes * 
For the Al/ies carry 'd off a vaft Number oi Crm: 
Necklaces, and Bracelets of Gold; a j^-^c C . .. 
tity of rich Drefles, and fir^e Purple 1 
w hi lft the Athenians, for their Share, h 
Multitude of human Creatures quite naked , 
unfit for Labour. However, they were foon cou- 
vine'd of the contrary, when the Relation?, and 
Friends of thefe Laptives, coming from P!:s \gia 
and Lydia, purchafed them all at a very hi^h 
Price; fothat, with the Money ariiing from their 
Ranfom, Cimon had wherewithal to maintain his 
Fleet four Months ; befides a great Sum, which 
was put into the Exchequer ; not to mention what 
he himfelf had for his own Share. He afterwards 
ufed to take much Pleafure, in relating this Inci- 
dent to his Friends. 

He made the bell Ufe of his Riches; as Gorgias, 
the Rhetorician, has happily expreffed it in few, 
but ltrong, and elegant Words. Cimon (fays he) 
amaffed Riches, purely to make Ufe of them ; and he 
employed them to^ no other Ufe, but to acquire EJieem 
and Honour. We may here perceive (by the Way) 
what was the Scope and Aim of the moft exalted 
Actions of the Heathens ; and with what Juttice 
Tirtuilian term'd a Pagan, how perfect foever he 
might appear, a vain glorious Animal ; Animal 
Gloria. The Gardens and Orchards of Union were 
always open to the Citizens in general ; who were 
allow'd to gather whatever Fruits they might 
want. His Table was daily cover'd in a frugal, 
but polite Manner. It was entirely different fforri 
thofe delicate and ftimptuous Tables, to which 
only a few Perions of Diftinchon are admitted; 
and which are fprend, mecrly to make a vain Pa- 
rade of Magnificence, or LIvgancc of Tafte : For, 
it was plain, bur 

ti/.eos were allow %* a ivt^u iu il. m uius Damming 
from his Enrertainm'ents, whatever had the lea ft: 
Air of (Mentation and Luxury, he refer v'd to 
himfelf an inexhaultiblc Fund, not only for the 
Expcnccs of his Houfc, but alio for the Wants of 
his Friends, his Domeiticks, and a great Number 
of Citizens; proving, by this ConducT, that he 
knew much better than molt rich Men, the true 
Ufe of Wealth; and the DeJign for which it is be- 
ftow'd by Providence. 

He was always follow \1 by Servants, who were 
order'd to flip privately fome Pieces of Silver into 
the Hand of fuch Poor as they met; and to give 
Cloaths to thofe who were in Want of them. He 

3 0 often 
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often bury'd fuch Perfons, as had not left Money 
enough behind them, to defray the Expences of 
their Funeral ; and a noble Circumltance, as iP/tf- 
tarcb obferves, is, that he did not exert thefe 
A£te of Charity, to gain Credit among the Peo- 
ple, nor to purchafe their Voices ; II nee we find 
him, on all Occaflons, ever declaring for the con- 
trary Faction ; that is, in Pa your of luch Citizens, 
as were molt remarkable for their Wealth, or Au- 
thority. 

Although he faw all the Reft of the Governors, 
of his Time, enrich themfelves by the Plunder and 
Oppreffion of the Publick* he was forever incor- 
ruptible j and his Hands never ftain'd with Extor- 
tion, or the fmallett Prefentj and he continued, 
during his whole Life, not only to fpeak, but alfo 
to aft voluntarily, and without the leaft View 
of intereft, whatever he thought might be of Ad- 
vantage to the Common-wealth, 

Befides many other excellent Qualities, where- 
with Cimon was endued, he poflefied the fineft 
Senfe ; an uncommon Prudence ; and a profound 
Knowledge of the Genius and Difpofitions of 
Men *, of which this is a remarkable and fhining 
Inftance: The Allies, befides the Sums which 
each of them was tax'd, were to furnilh a certain 
Number of Men and Ships : But, feveral among 
them, who, fince the Retreat of Xerxes, confult- 
ed nothing but their Eafe, and apply'd them- 
felves entirely to tilling and cultivating their 
Lands, in order to free themfelves from the Toils 
and Dangers of War, chofe to furnifh their $uota 
in Money rather than in Men ; and left the Athe- 
nians the Care of manning with Soldiers and Row- 
ers, chofe Ships they had agreed to furnifh. Here- 
upon, the other Generals, who had no Forecaft, 
and did not extend their Views to Futurity, gave 
that People fome Uneafinefs, at firft-, and would 
oblige them to obferve the Treaty literally. 

But Cimon> when in Power, acted in a quite 
different Manner; not once difturbing their Re- 
pofej rightly judging, that thcAIlies, though be- 
fore fo brave in the Field, would infenfibly lofe 
their martial Spirit, and be fit for nothing but 
Husbandry and Trade 5 whilft the Athtnians, by 
their exercifing the Oar perpetually, would be 
more and more inured to Hard (hips, and increafe 
daily in Power- It fell out exactly as Cimon had 
forefeen ; thofe very People purchafed themfelves 
Matters at their own Expence ; fo that they, who 
before had been Companions and /lilies, became, 
in fome Meafure, the Subjects and Tributaries of 

the Athenians. 

No Grecian General ever gave fo great a Blow, 
to the Pride and Haughtinefs of the Perfian Mo- 
narch, as Cimon, .After the Barbarians had been 
driven out of Greece, he did not give them Time 
to take Breath; but fail'd fwiftly after them, with 
a Fleet of more than two hundred Ships, took 
their ftrongeft Cities, and brib'd all their Allies % 
fo that the King of Perjia had not one Soldier left: 
in all j4fw Minor, from Ionia to Pamphylia : Pufli- 
ing ftill forward, he bravely attack'd the Enemy'; 
Fleet, though much ltrongcr than his own. ft 
lay near the Mouth of the River Eurymedon, and 
confifted of three hundred and fifty Sail of Ships, 
fuftain'd by the Land-Army, which was encamp'd 
on the Shore. However, it was foon put to Flight, 
and two hundred Sail taken, befides thofe that 
were funk ; but a great Number of the 'Pcrfians 



had left their Ships, and leapYl into the Sea, i n 
order to join their Land-Army, which lay on tli 0 
Shore. 

It was very hazardous to attempt a Def cent in 
Sight of the Enemy; and to lead onTroops ; quite 
harraifed by their late Battle, againft frefh Forces, 
who were much fuperior in Number. However, 
Cimon, finding that the whole Army were eager 
to engage the Barbarians, thought proper to take 
Advantage of this Ardour of the Soldiers, who 
were greatly animated with their firft Succefs. Ac- 
cordingly, he landed, and march'd them dire&Jv 
againit the Barbarians ; who waited impatiently 
for their coming up, and fuftain'd the firft Or.fc-t 
with prodigious Valour ; however, being at lait 
obliged to retire, they were broken, and. put tu 
Flight; a great Slaughter being made, and an 
innumerable Multitude of Prifoncrs, and immcnflv 
rich Spoils taken. Cimon having thus, in oic 
Day, gain'd two Victories, which almoft equal I'd 
thofe of Salamis and Plataa, to crown all, fail'd 
out to meet a Reinforcement of eighty-four Pba- 
nician Ships, which were come from Cypi us, to 
join the Perfian Fleet, knowing nothing of what 
had pafTed $ thefe he likewife engaged, and de- 
feated, infomuch that they were all either taken, 
or funk 5 and moft of the Soldiers were kilPd, or 
drowned. 

After fo many fo glorious, and fuccefsful Ex- 
ploits, Cimon return 'd in Triumph to Athens; and 
employ'd Part of the Spoils in fortifying the Har- 
bour, and in beautifying the City. The Riches 
which a General amafies in his Campaign, arc 
put to the nobleft Ufes, when they are difpofed 
of in this Manner} and muft reSe£t infinitely 
greater Honour upon him, than if he expended 
them in building magnificent Palaces for himfelf, 
which muft, one Time or other, devolve upon 
Strangers $ whereas Works, built for publick life, 
are his Property, in fome Mcafure, forever; and 
tranfmit his Name to the late ft Pofteriry. It is well 
known, that fuch Embellishments in a City, give 

infinite Pleafure to the People, who are always 
ftruck with Ornaments of this Nature ; and this, as 
Plutarch obferves, in the Life of Cimon, is one of 
the fureft, and, at the fame Time, the moft law- 
ful. Methods of gaining their Friendfliip and E- 
fteem. 

Next Year, this General fail'd towards the Hel\ 
lefpont', and, having driven the PcrjSans out ot 
the Thracian Ckcrfomefus, of which they had pof- 
fefled themfelves, fubdued it in the Name of 
the Athenians : though he himfelf had more Right 
to it, as Miltiadcs, his Father, had enjoy 'd the 
Sovereignty thereof. He afterwards fought the 
People of the Ifland of Tha/us, who had re volte J 
from the Athenians, and defeated their Fleet. 

Never did Men carry on their Rebellion, with a 
more un paralleled Oblrinacy and Fury; as if they 
had been to engage the moft cruel and barbarous 
of Mankind, from whom they had the worft oi 
Evils ro fear, if defeated, they made a Law, that 
the firft Man, who lhould only mention the con- 
cluding a Treaty with the Athenians, fhould be 
put to Death. Accordingly, the Siege wa* car* 
ry'd on three Years, during which the Inhabitant* 
iufler'd all the Calamities of War, and jet would 
not yield. The Women were as inflexibly brave 
as the Men ; for, the Belicgcd wanting Ropca » 0 / 
their miJitarvEngincs, all the Women cut off their 
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tfair with a feeming Tranfport* and accordingly 

cmpWd it as Ropes. 

But a grievous Famine likewife breaking out 
out in the City, which fwept away a great Num- 

b cr of the Inhabitants, Hegctorides, the Thajzan, 
deeply afflicted at the Death of fuch Multitudes 
of his Feliow-cijizens, refolutely determined to 
facrifke his Life to fave the relt of his Country- 
men. Accordingly he put a Halter round his 
Neck, and, in that Manner, prefenting himfelf to 
the Affembly, €i Countrymen, fays he, do with 
" me as you pleafe, and don't f'pare me if you 
« judge proper; but, let my Death fave the reft 
" of the People ; and prevail with you to abolifti 
er the cruel Law you have ena&ed, fo contrary 
« to your Welfare. " An Action highly deferv- 
ing a Statue of Gold J The Thaftans, ftruck with 
thefe Words, abolifhed the Law, but would not 
furTer fo generous a Citizen to give up his Life 5 
for they lurrender'd themfelves to the Athenians, 
who fpared their Lives* and only difmantied their 

City. 

After Cimon had landed his Troops on the Shore 
oppofite to Thrace, he feized on all the Gold 
Mines of thofe Coafts, and fubdued every Part of 
that Country as far as Macedonia. He might alfo 
have attempted the Conquelt thereof ; and, in all 
Probability, might eafily have pofle (Ted himfelf ot 
Part of that Kingdom, had he laid Hold on that 
Opportunity; but, whatever was the Reafon, he 
let it flip, and for his Neglect in that Particular* 
at his Return to Athens, he was profecuted, and 
charged with being brib'd by the Money of the 

Ml ' * ~ 

a 

that kind, and fully proved his Innocence in the 
cleared: Light. 

The Conquefts of Cimoit, and the Power of the 
Athenians, which increafed every Day, gave Jlr- 
taxerxes great Uneafinefs ; to prevent the ill Con- 
fequences of which, he refolved to fend Thcmifto- 
cles into jfttica> with a great Army* and accord^ 
ingly propofed it to him. Now was that General 
in the greateft Perplexity \ on one Hand* the Re- 
membrance of the Favours that Prince had lavinYd 
on him ; the pofitive Aflurances he had given 
him, to fervc him with the utmoft Zeal on all 
Occafions ; the urgent Order fent by the King who 
claim'd his Promile; all thefe Confederations would 
not permit him to refufe the Commiflion. On 
the other Hand, his Love to his Country, which 
the Injuitice and ill Treatment he had met with, 
from his Fellow citizens, could not craze from 
his Mind; the ftrong Rcluftance he had to fully 
the Luitrc of his former Laurels, and his mighty 
Atchievements, by fo ignominious a Step ; per- 
haps too, the Fear of being unfuccefsful in a War, 
in which he would be oppofed by excellent Gene- 
rals, and particularly Ctmon y who fecmed to be 
as fuccefsful as valiant ; all thefe Reflections 
would not furTer him to declare a gain ft his Country, 
cfpeciallyin an Enterprise, which, whether it was 
fuccefsful or not, .would crown him with Shame. 

To rid himfelf therefore, at once, of all thefe 
inward Struggles, he refolved to puc an End to 
his Life; thinking this the only Method for him 
not be wanting in the Duty he owed his Coun- 
try, nor to the Promifes he had made that Prince. 
He therefore prepared a folemn Sacrifice, to which 
he invited all his Friends ; when, alter embracing 



Macedonians > and of Alexander their King : But 
Cimon had a Soul fuperiour to all Temptations of 



them all, and taking a J aft Farewcl of them, he 
drank fome Bullock's Blood; or, according too- 
thers, fwallowed a Dofe of Poyfon, which did 
immediate Execution ; and died in this Manner 
at Magnr/tti 9 aged threefcore and jive Years; the 
greateft Part of which he had fpent either at the 
Head of the Commonwealth, or of the Armies. 

When the King was told the Caufe, and Man- 
ner of his Death) he eiteem'd and admir'd him 
ltill the more 5 fo that he continued his Favour to 
his Friends and Domefticks. Buc the unexpected 
Death of Thtmiftocles, proved an Obi rack-, to the 
Defign he medicated, of attacking the Greeks*, 
The MagneJ/ant creeled a fplendid Monument to 
the Memory of chat General, in the publ ick Square ; 
and granted peculiar Priviledges and Honours to 
his Descendants; They ftill enjoy 'd them in Plu- 
tarch's Time; that is, near fix hundred Years al- 
ter, and the Maufolaum was then ftanding. 

dtticus-, in the beautiful Dialogue of Cicero, 
entitled Brutus, refutes, in an agreeable and in- 
genious Manner, the Story of the tragical End, 
which, fome Writers aflure us, Themi/focles came 
to, as related above ; pretending that the whole is 
a Fiction, invented by Rhetoricians, who, on the 
bare Rumour which was fpread, that this great 
Man had poifoned himfelf, had added all the 
other Particulars to embellilh the Scory, which 
other wife would have been very dry and jejune. 
He appeals for this to Thucydides, that judicious 
Hiftonan, who was of nthens, and almoft Co-tem- 
porary with Themijiocles. This Author indeed 
owns, that a Report had prevailed, that this Ge- 
neral had poifon'd himfelf ; however, his Opinion 
was, thac he died a natural Death ; and chat his 
Friends convey'd his Bones fecrecly to Athens, 
where, in the Time of Paufanias, his Maufolattnt 
was (landing, near the great Harbour: This Ac- 
count feems much more probable than the o- 
ther. 

Thvmijhrles was certainly one of the grcatefc 
Men that Greece ever produced : He was endued 
with a magnanimous Soul, and an invincible Cou- 
rage, which Danger always increafed ; was fired 
with an incredible Thirlt lor Glory, which i'ome- 
times the Love he had tor his country could tem- 
perandallay, though, at other limts, it prompt- 
ed him to pulh Things too far; he policls'd io 
great a Prcfence of Mind, f hat it luggeited to him, 
at once, how to aft : In fine, he was Matter of :i 
Sagacity and Penetration wich regard to Futurity, 
which rcveal'd to him, in the cleareft Light, the 
moit fecrec Dcfignsof his Enemies ; pointed out to 
him, from far, the feveral Meal u res he fhould 
take to difappoint them ; and infpircd him with 
great, noble, bold, and extentenfive Views, for 
the Welfare, and Honour of his Country. Buc 
then he was not blelfed with the molt elfentiaL 
Qualities of the Miud j we mean, wich Probiry, 
Sincerity, and Integrity: Nor was he altogether 
free from Sufpicions or Avarice, which is a greac 
Blcmilh to a Statefman. 

Meverthelefs, a noble Thought as well as Acti- 
on* are related of him, which fpeak a great and 
diiintcretted fcoul: When his Daughter was foughc 
in Marriage by two different Suitors, the one a 
Man of great Honcfty, but poor ; and the other 
of but an indifferent Character, buc very wealthy; 
he preferred the former, and gave this Reafon tot 
fo doing ; That, in the Choice 0/ a Son in- Low, he 
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would give the Preference to Mcric without Riches, 
much fooner than to Riches without Meric. 

In the mean Time, the Egyptians, to free chem- 
felves from a foreign Yoke, 'which was infupporc- 
ableto them, revoked from Artaxerxts, and made 
Inarus, Prince of che Lybians, cheir King. They 
invoked che Aid of the Athenians, who havings at 
that Time, a Fleet of two hundred Ships lying off 
che Ifland of Cyprus, accepced che Invicacion with 
Pleafure, and immediately fee fail for Egypt, 
looking on this as a very favourable Opportunity 
for them co weaken the Power of che Perfians, by 
by driving them from fo grcac a Kingdom. 

Advice being brought Artaxerxes or this Revolt, 
he railed an Army of chree hundred thoufand Men, 
and refolved to march in Perfon again ft the Re- 
bels : But his Friends advifing him not to venture 
himfelf in chat Expedition, he gave che Command 
of it to Achamenes, one of his Brothers. The lat- 
ter being arrived in Egypt, encamped his great 
Army on che Banks of the A r i/*. During this In- 
terval, the Athenians, having defeated the Perfian 
Fleet, and either deltroy'd or taken fifty of their 
Ships 5 failed again up that River, landed their 
Forces under the Command of Charitimis their 
General ; and having joined Inarus and his Egyp- 
tians, they all charged Achxmcnes, and defeated 
him in a mighty Battle, in which that Perfian 
General, and an hundred choufand of his Soldiers 
were flain. 

Thofe who t leaped fled to Memphis, whither 
the Conquerors purfued them, and immediately 
made chemiclves Matters of two Quarters or Di- 
vifions of that City ; but the Perfia?is having forti- 
fy'd rhemfelves in the third, called the White Wall* 
which was the largeft and ftrongeft of the three, 
were befieged in ic near three Years ; during 
which they made a moft vigorous Defence, till 
they were at lair delivered by the Forces that were 
fent to their Relief. 

In the mean while, Artaxerxes hearing of the 
Defeat of his Army, and how much the Athenians 
had contributed to ic 5 Co make a Diverfion of 
cheir Forces, and oblige chem co turn their Arms 
another W ay, lent Ambalfadors to che Lacedamo- 
niansi with a large Sum of Money, to induce them 
to break w ith thofe cheir Compecicors in Glory 
and Power. 

his 



ed by two Arms of the Nile, both navigable, the 
Athenians ran cheir Fleet into one of thefe Arms, 
where it was fecured from che Attacks of the It- 
nemy 5 and held out a Siege during a Year and a 
half in this Ifland. 

After the Defeat of the Egyptians at Memphis t 
the whole Country fubmittcd to the Conqueror, 
and was all reunited to the Empire of Artaxerxes 
except Amy r tea, which had ftill a fmall Party i tl 
the Fens, whence they could not be diflodg'd for 
a long Time, becaufe of the Difficulties che Per- 
/fans met with in crofting over to them. 

The Siege of Profopis was ftill carrying on ; and 
the Perfians, finding that they made no Advances, 
in attacking ic after, the ufual Methods, becaufe 
of the Stracagems and Incrpidity of the Befieged, 
had Recourfe co an extraordinary Expedient, which 
fbon brought about whac Force had not been able to 
dRs€t. They quite emptied, by different Canals, 
the Arm of the Nile in which the Athenian Fiecc 
lay ; and by chat Means opened themfelves a Pat 
fage, for their whole Army to enter chat I Hand : 
Wereupon, Inarus, feeing all was 'loft, compoun- 
ded with Megabyfus for himfelf, for aJl his Egyp- 
tians, and about fifty Athenians ; and furrender'd 
upon Condition that all their Lives fliould,, be 

fpared. 

The Remainder of the auxiliary Forces, which 
formed a Body of fix thoufand Men, refolved to 
hold out longer ; and for this Purpofe, they fee 
Fire to their Ships ; when, drawing up in Order 
of Battle, they refolved to die Sword in Hand, 
and fell their Lives at the deareft Rate ; in Imi- 
tation of the Lacedamonians, who refufed to yield, 
and were all cut to Pieces at the Battle of Ther- 
mopylae. The Perfians, hearing they had taken 
this defperate Refolution, did not chink it advife- 
able co accack cherh. A Peace was therefore of- 
fered chem, wich a Promife that ther fliould all 
be permicced to leave Egypt, for which Purpofe 
a free Paiiage co their native Country fliould be 
allow'd them, cither by Sea or Land. They ac- 
cepced the Conditions ; put the Conquerors in 
Poifellion of Byblos, and of the whole Iiland, and 
went by Sea Co Cyrene, where they embarked for 
Greece. 



Competitors in i^iory 
The Spartans, however, generoufly 
rejecled his Offer, notwithstanding which their 
Refufai, being firmly refolved to reduce the Egyp- 
tian Rebels, he in veiled Megabyfus and At tabazus 
with the Command of the Forces designed againft 
them. 

Thefe Generals immediately raifed an Army of 
three hundred thoufand Men, in Cilicia and Phce- 
nicia% but were obliged to wait till the Fleet was 
equipped, which {pun out the Time till che next 
Year. Art abacus then alfunVd che Command of 
ic, and failed towards the N$le\ whilit Megabyfus, 
at che Head of che Land Army, marched cowards 
AJetnphis. Being arrived there, he foon raifed 
rhe Siege of that City, and afterwards fought Ina- 
rus. Ail the Forces'* on both Sides, engaged in 
this Battle, in which Inarus was entirely defeated : 
But rhe Egyptians, who had rebelled, fufFered 
moft in this Slaughter. After this Defeat, how- 
ever, Inarm* chough wounded by Megabyfus, re- 
treated with the Athenian *, and fuch Egyptians as 
were willing to follow him : and reaching Byblos, 
a City in the I/land cf Pt ofopis, which is (ur round- 



But this was not che only Lofs the Athenians 
fuftain'd on this Occafion : Another Fleet of fifty 
Ships, which chey fent to the Relief of their 
Councrymen who were befieged, failed up one of 
the Arms of the Nile, (jult after rhe Athenians 
had furrender'd) in order co difengage them ; not 
knowing whac had happen'd. But, che Inftant 
chey were got in, the Per/ran Fleet, which was 
out ac Sea, attack'd them in the Rear, whilft the 
Land-Forces difcharged cheir Arrows at chem from 
che Banks of the River; infomuch that only a 
few Ships efcaped, which broke quite through the 
Enemy's Fleet, and all the reft were loft. Thus 
ended che fatal War, which che Athenians had 
carried on fix Years in Egypt; and chat Kingdom 
was united again co the Perfian Empire, and con- 
tinued fo during the reft of the Reign of Artaxer- 
xes ic being then the cwenciech Year thereof. But 
thePnfoners who were taken in this War met with 
a molt cruel Fate, in this Manner. 

The Mother of Artaxerxes had, for five- Years 
together, been daily importuning him to deliver 
to her Inarus, and his Athenians ; in order that 

lhc might facrifice chem to che Manes of Aclht- 
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mOies, her Son 5 and he had continually refufed to 
gratify her in her Requeft ; but at latt yielded to 
her Solicitations ; upon which, this inhuman 
Princefs, in Defiance of the Conditions which had 
been fo folemnly ratified, caufed Inarus to be cru- 
cified, and beheaded all the reft. 

Megabyfus, infinitely afflicted and incenfed at 
this Barbarity, fince, as he had promifed that no 
Injury fttould be done them, the Affront recoiled 
principally on him, left the Court, and withdrew 
t o Syria, of which he was Governourj and his 
pifcontent was fo great, that he raifed an Army, 

and revolted openly. 

Hereupon the King fentO/iris, who was one of 
the greateft Lords of the Court, againft him, with 
an Army of two hundred thoufand Men. Mega- 
by Jus engaged Ofiris, wounded him, took him Pri- 
oner, and put his Army to Flight. Artaxerxes 
fending to demand OJiris, Megabyfus gave him 
generoufly back, afibon as his Wounds were heal- 
ed. Next Year Artaxerxes fent another Army a- 
gainft him, the Command of which he gave to 
Menojlanesy Son to Artarius, his Brother, and Go- 
vernor of Baby/on. This General, however, was 
not more fortunate than the former ; he alfo was 
defeated and put to Flight, and Megabyfus gained 
as fignal a Victory as the former. 

Hereupon Artaxerxes rinding he could not fub- 
due him by Force of Arms, fent his Brother Ar- 
tariusy and Amytis his Sifter, who was Wife to 
Megabyfus, with feveral other Perfons of the firft 
Quality, to perfuade the latter to return to his 
Allegiance : They fucceeded in their Negotiation 5 
the King pardon'd him, and he returned to Court. 

But, one Day as they were hunting, a Lion 
raifing himfelf on his hinder Feet, was going to 
rufli upon Artaxerxes - 9 when Megabyfus, feeing 
the Danger he was in, and fired with Zeal and 
Affection for his Sovereign, hurled a Dart at the 
Lion, which kill'd him, and faved his Prince. 
However, Artaxerxes, upon Pretence that Mega- 
byfus had affronted him, in darting at the Lion 
hrft, commanded his Head to be ftruck off: And, 
it was with the utmoft Difficulty, that Amytis his 
Sifter, and Ameftris his Mother, prevail'd with 
the King, to change this Sentence to perpetual 
Banifhment. 

Megabyfus was therefore fent to Cyrta, a City 
landing on the Red-fea, and fentenced to end his 
Days in it: However, five Years after, difguifing 
himfelf like a Leper, he fled from thence, and re- 
turned to Sufa ; where, by the Affiftance of his 
Wife, and Mother-in-Law, he was rcftored to Fa- 
vour, and enjoy'd it till his Death, which hap- 
pen'd fome Years after, in the fcventy-fixth Year 
jtf his Age. Megabyfus was extremely regretted 
by the King and the whole Court : He was Mailer 
<n the greateft Abilities of any Man in the King- 
dom, and at the fame Time was the belt General: 
drtaxcrxes owed both his Crown and Life to him ; 
but it is of dangerous Confequcnce to a Subje£k, 
^hen his Sovereign is bound to him by too many 
Obligations : This was the Caufe of ail the Cala- 
mities which befel Megabyfus. 

it is furprizing, chat lo judicious a Prince as 
Artaxerxes, mould have been fo imprudent,* as to 
ho fired with Jealoufv againft a Nobleman of his 
vourt, merely becauie, in a Party of Hunting, he 
«W firft darted at the Beaft that was chafed. Could 
■ l,, y l»hiug be lb weak i or, was this placing the 



24.I 

Point of Honour, as a great Prince ought to have 
done? Neverthelefs, Hiftory furnifhes us with 
many Inftances of this : But we are inclin'd to be- 
lieve, from fome Expreflions of Plutarch, that 
Artaxerxes was afham'd of the wild Fury to which 
this falfe Idea of Glory had raifed him, and that 
he made a Sort of publick Atonement for it : For, 
according to this Author, he publifh'd a Decree, 
importing, that any Man who was hunting with 
the King, fhould be allow'd to hurl the Javelin 
firft at the Beaft, if an Opportunity fhouid prefent 
itfelf for that Purpofe i and, according to Plutarch, 
he was the firft Monarch who granted fuch a Per- 
million. 

Before we proceed any farther in the Hiftory of 
the Perjians, and Greeks, we lhall relate fucci nel- 
ly what happen'd to the Jewijh Nation, during 
the lirft twenty Years of the Reign of Artaxerxes, 
iince this makes an elTential Part of the Hiltory 
of that Prince. 

In the feventh Year of the Reign of this Mo- 
narch, Efdras obtain'd of the King, and his fe- 
ven Counfellors, an ample CommifTion, impower- 
ing him to return to Jerufalem, with all fuch 
Jews as would follow him thither, in order to 
fettle the Jewijh Government and Religion, agree- 
ably to their own Laws. This Efdtas was de- 
fcended from Saraias, who was High-prieft of Je- 
rufalem, at the Time that it was deftroy'd by Na- 
buchodomfor, and was put to Death by his Com- 
mand i and was a very learn'd and pious .Man, who 
was chiefly diftinguifti'd from the Reft of the 
Jews, by his great Knowledge in the Scriptures; 
it being faid of him, That he was very ready in 
the Law of Mofes, that was given by the God of 
Ifrael. 

Having obtained this Permiflion, he fet out 
from Babylon, with the Gifts and Offerings which 
the King, his Courtiers, and fuch Ifraelites as had 
ftaid in Babylon, had put into his Hands for the 
Service of the Temple, and which he gave to the 
Priefts, immediately upon his Arrival in Jerufa- 
/em. It appears by the CommiiTion which At ta~ 
xerxes gave him, that this Prince had a high Ve- 
neration for the God of Ifrael j fince, in command- 
ing his Officers to furnifh the Jews with all Things 
neceffary for their Worfhip, he adds, Let all 
Things be performed after the Law 0/ God dili- 
gently, unto the Mojt High God, that Wrath come 
not upon the Kingdom of the King and his Son. 

This Commiifion, as has been obferved, im- 
powcr'd him to fettle the Religion and Govern- 
ment of the Jews, purfuant to the Law of Mofes ; 
to appoint Magiltrate6 and Judges, to punilh Evil- 
doers, not only by imprifoning their Ferfons, and 
confifcating their Pollelfions, but alfo by fending 
them into Banifliment, and even fentencing them 
to Death, according to the Crimes they ihould 
commit. Such was the Power with which Efdras 
was invefted, and which he excrcifed faithfully 
during thirteen Years, till Nehemiab brought a new 
Commillion from the Perfian Court. 

Nehemiab woj alfo a Jew of diftinguifti'd Merit 
and Piety, and one of the Cup-bearera to King 
Artaxerxes ; which was a veiy confiderable Em- 
ployment in the Perfian Court, becaufe of the 
Privilege annex'd to it, viz. of being often near 
the King's Perfon, and of being likewifc allow'd 
to ipeak to him in the moft aufpicious Moments* 
However, neither his exalted Station, nor the 

3 P Settle- 



The H F ST 0 RT of Ancient GREECE. 



242 

Settlement of his Family in that Land of Capti- 
vity, could obliterate from his Mind, the Country 
of his Anceftors, nor their Religion : Neither his 
Love for the one, nor his Zeal for the other, were 
abated ; and his Heart was Hill on Zion. Accord- 
ingly, fome Jews who were come from Jerufa- 
lem, having inform'd him of the fad State of this 
City ; that its Walls lay in Ruin ; its Gates burnt 
down ; and the Inhabitants thereby expofedtothe 
Infults of their Enemies ; and made the Scorn of 
all their Neighbours : This News of the Affliction 
of his Brethren, and the Dangers with which they 
were menaced, made fuch an Imprefiion on his 
Mind as might naturally have been expected 
from the pious Nehemiah. 

Hereupon one Day as he was waiting upon the 
King, the latter obferving that an unufual Me- 
lancholy was diffufed over Nehemiah** Countenance, 
ask'd him theCaufe of it * a Proof that this Mo- 
narch was endued with a Tendernefs that is rarely 
found in Kings; and which is neverthelefs much 
more valuable than the moft fhining Qualities. 
Nehtmiah took this Opportunity Co acquaint him 
with the calamitous State of his Country ; owned 
that this was the Subject of his Grief; and hum- 
bly intre.ited that Leave might be given him to 
go to Jerujalem, in order to repair the Fortifica- 
tions. The Kings of Per/fa, his PredecefTors, had 
permitted the Jews to rebuild the Temple, but 
not to reif ore the W alls of Jerusalem : But Arta- 
xerxes permitted this, and Nehemiah, as Governor 
of Judea, was not only appointed to put this 
Decree in Execution, but the King, to do him the 
greater Honour, ordered a Body of Horfe, com- 
manded by a coniiderable Officer, to efcort him 
thither. He likewife writ to all the Governors 
of the Provinces on that Side the Euphrates, to 
give him all the Afllitance poflible, in forwarding 
the Work for which he was fent. This pious Jew 
executed every Part of his Commiffion, with in- 
credible Zeal and Activity. 

It is from this Decree enacted by Artaxerxes, 
in the twentieth Year of his Reign, for the re- 
building the Walls of Jerufalem 9 that we date the 
Beginning of the Seventy Weeks 9 mentioned in the 
famous Prophecy of Daniel ; after which the Mef- 
Jiao w«i- to appear, and to be put to Death. 

When tfdras was in P&wer, as his chief View 
was to reftore Religion to its ancient Purity, he 
ra.ged the Books of Scripture into their proper 
Order ; revifed them all very carefully, and col- 
lected the Incidents relating to the People of God 
in ancient Times ; in order to com pole of them 
the two Books of Chronicles ; to which he added 
the . liltory of his own Times, which was finifti'd 
by Ntbemiah. ft ib their Books that end the long 
HiJr.ory which AJofes had begun, and which the 
YVr iters, who came after them, continued in a di- 
rect Serie , till the repairing of Jerufalem^ The 
reit of the fa c red Hiftory is not written in chat un- 
interrupted Order. 

WhiJffc Ejduis and Nehemiah were compiling 
the latter Part of this great Work, Herodotus , 
whom profane Authors call the Father of Hiftory, 
began to write. Thus we find that the late It, 
Aur hors of the Book* of Scripture, flourifiVd about 
the fame Time with the full Authors of the Gte- 
cian Hiiiory ; and when it began, that of God's 
People, to compute on I) from Ahraham, included 
already fifteen centuries. Herodotus made no 



Mention of the Jews in his Hiftory ; for the Greek* 
were defirous only of being informed of fuch Na- 
tions, as were famous for their Wars, their Traf- 
fkk, or their confpicuous Figure ; fo that as Judea 
was then but juft rifing from its Ruins, it did not 
excite the Attention of that People. 

We (hall now return to Greece : Ever fince the 
Banilhment of Themiftoclcs , and the Death of Art- 
Jiides, (the exact Time of which is not known) 
two Citizens, Cimon and Pericles, fhared the Cre- 
dit and Authority over the People of Athens. Pe- 
ricles was much younger than Cimon, and of a 
quite different Character. As he will make a very 
confiderable Figure in the following Hiftory, it is 
of Importance to the Reader to know who he wasj 
in what Manner he had been educated, and his 
Plans and Method of Government. 

Pericles was defcended, by the Mother's, as well 
as Father's Side, from the greateft and moftilluft- 
rious Families in Athens. His Father Xanthipput % 
who defeated the King of Perfia's Lieutenants at 
Mjcale, married Agarifta, Niece to Clyjihenes, 
who drove out the P Jtftradides, or Defcendants 
of Pijfjlratus, the Tyrant, and eftablifh'd a po- 
pular Government in Athens. Pericles had long 
prepared himfelf for the Defign he formed of en 
gaging in State Affairs. 

He was brought up under the moft learned Men 
of his Age, and particularly Anaxagoras of Cla- 
zomeze j firnam'd the Intelligence, from his being 
the firft, as we are told, who afcribed human E- 
vents, as well as the Formation and Government 
of the Univerfe, not to chance, as fome Phiiofo- 

fihers, nor to a fatal Neceflity, but to a fuperior 
ntelligence, who regulated and conducted the 
whole with Wifdom. This Tenet, or Opinion, 
was, neverthelefs, believed long before his Time; 
but he, perhaps, fet it in a ftronger Light than 
any Man before him, and taught it methodically, 
and from Principles. 

Anaxagoras instructed his Pupil perfectly in that 
Part of Philofophy that relates to Nature, and 
which is therefore called Pbyficks. This Study 
endued him with a Strength and Greatnefs of Soul, 
which raifed him above a numberlefs Multitude 
of popular Prejudices, and vain Practices, that 
were generally obferved in his Time; and which, 

in Affairs of Government and military Enterprises, 
frequently baffled and fruftrated the wifeft and 
molt neceflary Meafures, by fcrupulous Delays, 
authorized and covered with the fpecious Veil of 
Religion. Such were fometimes Dreams or Augu- 
ries, at other Times uncommon Phanomena, as 
Eclipfes of the Sun or Moon, or elfe Omens and 
Prefages ; not to mention the wild Chimeras of 
judicial Aftrology. The Knowledge of Nature, 
free from the groveling and weak Superftitions to 
which ignorance gives Birth, infpired him, fays 
Plutarchy with a well-grounded Piety towards the 
Gods, join'd to a Fortitude of Mind that was im- 
moveable, and a calm Hope of the Bleflings w c 
may expect from them. Although he found i»" 
finite Charms in his Study, he yet did not devote 
himfelf to it as a Philofophcr, but as a Politician* 
and he had fo much Power over himfelf (a very 
difficult Thing) as to prefcribe Limits to his Pur- 
fuit of Knowledge. 

But the Talent he cultivated with the greateft 
Care, becaufe he looked upon it as the molt no- 
ceffary, for a Man who is de/irous of ihini"g» 



a( 



Tht HJSTORT *f Ancient GREECE, 



and bearing Sway, in a popular Gercrnrrientj was 
Eloquence. And indeed, thofe who poflefled this 
Talent, in a free State like that of Athens, were 
fure of moulding the Minds of thj People into 
w hat Shapes they pleafed, of gaining the VoiceSi 
of rifing to Pofts and Preferments, and ruling the 
blinds of Men with a defpotic Sway. He, there- 
fore* made this his chief Aim, and the Mark to 
which all his other Acquirements, as well as the 
feveral Sciences he had learn'd from Anaxagoras* 
were di retted. 

He had no Caufe to repent his having beftow'd 
fo much Time in his Study, fince he fucceeded in 
it far beyond his Hopes. The Poets, his Cotem- 
poraries, ufed to fay, that his Eloquence was fo 
powerful, that he fighten'd, thunder'd, and put 
all Greece in a Ferment. He was Mafter of thofe 
piercing and lively Touches which ftrike the Soul j 
and his Speeches left always Stings, or (harp Points, 
as it were, in the Minds of his Auditors. He had 
the Art of uniting Beauty to Strength ; and Cicero 
obferves, that at the very Time he combated, 
with the greateft Refolution, the Inclinations and 
Deli res of the Athenians ; he had the Arc to make 
even Severity itfelri and the Kind of Morofenefs 
with which he fpoke againft the Flatterers of the 
People, popular. 

There was no refitting the Solidity of his Ar- 
guments, or the Sweetnefs of his Words ; whence 
it was faid, that the Goddefs of Perfuation, with 
all her Attendant Graces, refided on his Lips. 
And indeed, as Thucydides, his Rival and Adver- 
fary, was one Day ask'd, whether he or Pericles 
was the beft Wreltier : Whenever (fays he) / have 
given him a Fall, be affirms the contrary , in fuch 
Jirong and forcible Terms, that he perfuades ail the 
Spec! a tors I did not throw him, though they them- 
fe/ves faw bim on the Ground. Nor was he lefs 
prudent and referv'd, than ftrong and vehement 
in his Speeches ; and it is related, that he never 
fpoke in publick, till after he had befought the 
Gods, not to fuffer any Expreffion to drop from 
him, either incongruous to his Subject, or offen- 
five to the People. Whenever he purpofed to go 
to the Aflembly i before he came out or his Houle, 
he ufed to fay to himfelf. Remember, Pericles, 
that thou art going to fpeak to Men born in Liberty ; 
to Greeks, to Athenians. 

The uncommon Endeavours, which ^Pericles, 
according to Hiftorians, ufed, in order to improve 
his Mind in Know ledge, and to attain to a Per- 
fection in Eloquence, is an excellent Leflbn ta 
fuch Perfons as are, one Day, defign'd to fill the 
weighty Employments of State * and a juft Cen- 
fure of thofe> who, dirfegarding whatever is cal I'd 
Study and Learning, bring into thofe Pofts (to 
which they afcend quite uninfornVd with Know- 
ledge or Experience) nothing but a ridiculous 
Sclf-Sufficiency, and a rafli Boldnefs in giving 
their Decifions. Plutarch, in a Treatifc, where 
he (hows, that it is to Statefmcn a Philofophcr 
°Ught chiefly to attach himfelf, preferably to any 
other Clafs of Men ; (becaufe in inftrudhng thefe, 
"C, at at the fame Time, teaches whole Cities 
jpd Rcpublicks) verifies his Aflertion from the 
example of the greateft Men both of Greece and 
JWJ. who borrowed this Aid from Philofophy. 
*mclcs, 9 of whom we now write, was taught by 
gnaotagorasi Dionyfius of Syracufa by Plato; many 
*"ncca of Italy by Pythagoras j nay, Cato t the 



famous Cenfor* traveli'd to the Place where Athe- 
nodorus liv'd, purpofely to be taught by him j and 
the famous Scipio, the Deftroyer of Carthage-, al- 
ways kept Panetius, the Philofopher, near him. 

One of the chief Endeavours of Pericles alfo 
was, to ftudy thoroughly the Genius and Difpofi- 
tion of the Athenians, that he might difcover the 
fecret Springs which were to be employ'd, in order 
to fee them in Motion 5 and the Manner how he 
mould conduct himfelf, to win their Favour and 
Efteem; for, it was in this Circumftance chiefly, 
that the Great Men among the Ancients, ufed to 
make their Skill and Politicks confift. He found, 
by the Refle&ions he had made on the feveral 
Tranfaclions of his Time, that the predominant 
Pallions of this People were, a violent Aver/ion to 
Tyranny, and a ftrong Love of Liberty, which 
hifpir'd them with Sentiments of Fear, Jealouly. 
and Sufpicion, of all fuch Citizens, as were too 
confpicuous for their Birth, their perfonal Merit, 
their own Credit and Authority, or that of their 
Friends. 

He not only was very like Piftjlratus, with Re- 
gard to the Sweetnefs of hisVoice, and his Fluency 
of Expreffion, but he alfo refembled him very 
much in his Features, and his whole Air and 
Manner ; and he obferv'd, that the moft ancient 
Athenians, who had feen that Tyrant, were pro- 
digioufly (truck at the Refemblance. Befides, he 
was very wealthy ; was defcended from an illuf- 
trious Family, and had very powerful Friends. To 
prevent, therefore, raifing the Sufpicion and Jea- 
loufy of the People, he, ac firft, lhunn'd all Af- 
fairs of Government, which require a conftanc 
Attendance in the City; and refolv'd only to dif- 
tinguifh himfelf in the moft hazardous Dangers, 
and in the Field. 

Seeing Arijiides dead, Themijlocles driven from 
his Country, and Gimon engaged almoft continu- 
ally in foreign Wars, and abfent from Greece ; he 
began to appear in publick with greater Confi- 
dence than before, and apply'd himfelf entirely 
to gain the Affections of the People 5 but not out 
of Inclination, for he was not of a popular Turn 
of Mind, but to remove all Sufpicion of afpiring 
to Tyranny; and ftill more, to raife a irrong Bul- 
wark againft the Credit and Authority of Cimon % 
who had join'd with the Nobles. 

At the fame Time, he quite changed his Con- 
duel, and Way of Life j and aUum'd, in every 
Thing, the Character of a State fman, who is whol- 
ly buly'd in Affairs of Government, and entirely 
devoted to the Service of his Country. He was 
never feen in the Streets, except when he was go- 
ing either to the Aflembly of the People, or to 
the Council. He immediately left off going to 
Banquets, Aflemblies, and other Diverfions ofthac 
Kind, which he had ufed to frequent ; and during 
the many Years that he prefided in the Admin i- 
ft rat ion, he was never feen to go and fup wich 
his Friends, except once at the Nuptials of a near 
Relation. 

He knew that the People, who are naturally 
fickle and inconftant, commonly inercafc their 
Difregard for thofe who are ever in their Sight ; 
and that too ftrong a Dcfire to pleafe them, grows 
at laft tirefome and importunate ; and it had been 
obferv'd, that fuch a Behaviour did great Preju- 
dice to Tbemijlocles. To avoid this Krror, he ufed 
to go very rarely to the Allcmblies j and never 

appear'J 
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appear'd before the People but at Intervals, in 
order to make himfelf be wifti'd for j and to pre- 
serve a conftant Afcendant over them ; wifely re- 
ferving himfelf for great and important Affairs. 
Hence it was faid, that he imitated Jupiter, who, 
in the Government of the World, according to 
fome Philofophers, bufy'd himfelf in great Events 
only; and left the Direction of thofe of lefs Im- 
portance to inferior Deities, And indeed, Pericles 
ufed to tranfaft all petty Affairs, by his Friends, 
and certain Orators entirely devoted to him, among 
whom was Ephialtes. 

We have already obferv'd, that Pericles em- 
ploy 'd his whole Induftry and Application to win 
the Favour and Efteem of the People, in order to 
counter-balance the Fame and Credit of Cimon. 
However, he could not equal the Magnificence 
and Liberality of his Rival,whofe immenfe Riches 
;ave him an Opportunity of beftowing fuch Pre- 
sents, as appear to us al moft incredible, fo much 
they differ from our Cuftoms. Finding it impof- 
fible, therefore, for him to rival Cimon in this 
Particular, he had Recourfe to another Expedient 
(in order to gain the Love of the Populace) which, 
if not lefs efficacious, was certainly not fo lawful 
and honourable. 

He was the firft Man, who divided the conquer'd 
Lands among the Citizens , who diftributed among 
them the publick Money for exhibiting of their 
Games and ^hows ; and annex 'd Pennons to all 
publick Employments ; fo that certain Sums were 
beftow'd on them regularly, to purchafe Seats at 
the Games, in the Courts of Juftice, and the De- 
bates on publick Affairs. It is impoflible to fay, 
how fatal thefe unhappy Politicks were to the Re- 
publick, and the many Evils they drew after 
them. For, thefe new Regulations, befides their 
dreining the publick Treafury, gave the People a 
luxurious and diflblute Turn or Minds whereas, 
before they were fober and modeft, and were con- 
tented to gain a Livelihood by their Sweat and 
Labour. 

By fuch Arts as thefe, Pericles had gain'd fuch 
an Afcendant over the Minds of the Peopls, that 
it may be affirm'd, he had raifed himfelf to a Mo- 
narchical Power, under a Republican Form of 
Government; moulding the Citizens into what 
Shape he pleafed, and prefiding, with defpotick 
Sway, in all their Aflemblies. And indeed, Va- 
lerius Maximus makes fcarce any other Difference 
between Pifijlratus and Pcricles y except that the 
one exercifed a tyrannical Power by Force of Arms, 
and the other by the Strength of his Eloquence, 
in which (as has been oblerv'd before) he had 
made a very great Progrefs under Anaxagoras. 

This Credit and Authority, though carry'd to 
fo enormous a Height, could not yet rcftram the 
Comic Writers from lafhing him very feverely in 
the Theatres ; and it does not appear, that any of 
the Poets, who cenfur'd Pericles fo very boldly, 
were ever puniflrd, or even call'd to Account for 
ic by the People. Perhaps, it was prudent and 
political in that Grecian, not to attempt to curb 
this Licentioufnefs of the Stage ; nor to filence 
the Poets, in order that he might amufe and con- 
cent the People, by this vain Shadow of Liberty, 
and prevent their difcovcring, that they really 
were enflav'd. 

But Pericles did not ftop here : He boldly re- 
folv'd, if poffible, to weaken the Authority of the 
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Tribunal of the Areopagus ; of which he was not 
a Member ; becaufe he had never been elected ei- 
ther Jrchouy Ihcfmotheta, King of the Sacrifices 
nor Polemarcbus. Thefe were different Employ! 
ments in the Republick, which, from Time im- 
memorial, had been given by Lot 5 and none but 
thofe who had behav'd uprightly in them, were 
allow'd a Seat in the Areopagus* 

Pericles therefore, taking Advantage of the Ab. 
fence of Cimon, fet Ephialtes, who was his Crea- 
ture, at Work ciandeftinely ; and, at laft, leffcn'd 
the Power of that illuftrious Body, in which the 
chief Strength of the Nobles confifted. The Peo- 
pie em bold en 'd, and fupported by fo powerful a 
Faction, overturned all the fundamental Laws and 
ancient Ufages; took from the Senate of the A- 
reopagus, the Cognizance of moft Caufes that ufed 
to be brought before it ; leaving it very few, and 
fuch only as were of little Confequence, and 
made themfelves Matters of all the Tribunals. 

Soon after, Cimon, being return'd to Athens, 
was griev'd to fee the Dignity of the Senate 
trampled under Foot; and, therefore, fet every 
Engine at Work to reftore it to its priftine Au- 
thority ; and to revive the Ariftocracy, in the fame 
Form as it had been eftablifh'd under Clifthenes. 
Hereupon, his Enemies began to exclaim and 
excite the People againft him; reproaching him, 
among many other Particulars, for his ftrong At- 
tachment to the Lacedemonians. Cimon had him- 
felf given fome Room for this Reproach, by hi. 
not paying Regard enough to the jealous Temper 
of the Athenians : For, in fpeaking to thefn, he 
would for ever extol Lacedsmon ; and whenever 
he cenfur'd their Conduft on any Occafion, he 
ufed always to cry, Tie Spartans do not at? in that 
Manner. Such Expreflions as thefe, drew upon 
him the Envy and Hatred of his Fellow-Citizens; 
but an Event, in which he, neverthelefs, had no 
Share, made him the Objecl: of their utmoft De- 
teftation. 

In the fourth Year of the Reign of Archidamus, 
there happened the moft dreadful Earthquake in 
Sparta that had ever been knoVn. In feveral 
Places, the Country was entirely fwallow'd up ; 
Taygete, and other Mountains, were (haken to 
their Foundations; many of their Summits being 
torn away, came tumbling down ; and the whole 
City was ovcrturn'd, five Houfes excepted, which 
were left ftandine amidft the dreadful Ruins. To 
heighten the Calamity, the Hehtes, who were 
Slaves to the Lacedamonians, looking upon this 
as a favourable Opportunity to recover their Li- 
berty ; flew up and down every Part of the City, 
to murder all thofe who had efcap'd the Earth- 
quake : But, finding them under Arms, and drawn 
up in Battle Array, by the pruderit Forefight of 
Archidamus, who had aflembicd them round him, 
they retired into the neighbouring Cities, and be* 
pan that very Day to carry on an open War ; con- 
cluding an Alliance with feveral of the neigh- 
bouring Nations, and they were ftrengthned oy 
the Mejfenians, who at that Time were engaged 
in a War againft the Spartans. 

The Lacedamonians being in this Extremity, 
fenc to Athens to implore Relief ; but this Was oj>- 
pofed by Ephiahes, who declared, that it would 
be no Way advifcablc to aflift them, nor to re- 
build a City, that was the Rival of Athens, which* 

he faid, ought, on the contrary, to be buryM i fl 

it* 
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its Ruins ; infifting ftrcnuoufly, that rhc Pride of 
Sparta, muft be humbled. But Cimon, being (truck 
\fith Horror at thefe Politicks, did not hefitate a 
foment to prefer the Welfare of the Lacedamoni- 
ims to the aggrandizing his Country upon fuch 
bafe Terms j wherefore, he declared in the ftrong- 
eft Manner, that it would not be prudent in any 
jylanner to leave Greece ;// a tottering Condition, 
nor Athens without a Counterpoife, he gain'd over 
the People to his Opinion 5 and accordingly, ic 
was refolv'd to relieve them. 

Sparta and Athens might, indeed, be confider'd 
a s the two Columns on which Greece ftood 5 fo 
that, if one of them was to fall, the other muft 
necetiarily totter. It is likewife certain, that the 
Athenians, elate with their Grandeur, were become 
fo proud and enterprizing, that they wanted a 
Curb > and none could be better for chat Purpofe 
than Sparta, as this State was alone capable of 
beino- a Counterpoize to the head-ftrong Difpofi- 
tion of the Athenians : Cimon, therefore, march'd 
to the Relief of the Lac edamonians with four thou- 
fand Men. 

We have here an Example of the prodigious 
Influence, which a Man of fine Talents and Abi- 
lities has in a State or Commonwealth ; when, to 
a great Fund of Merit, he adds a well-eftablinVd 
Fame, with Regard to his Probity, Difinterefted- 
nefs, and Love of his Country. Cimon, with very 
little Difficulty, prevails fo far, as to infpire the 
Athenians with noble and magnanimous Senti- 
ments, which, in outward Appearance, interfered 
wich their Intereft j and this in Spite of the Sug- 
gefHons of a fecret Jealoufy, which is always 
itrongly felt on thefe Occafions. By the Afcen- 
dant and Authority, which his Virtue gives him, 
he raifes them above the groveling and unjuft 
(the too common) political Views, that prompt a 
People to confider the Calamities of their Neigh- 
bour as an Advantage, which the Intereft of 
their own Country permits, and even enjoins them 
to make Ufe of. The Counfels of Cimon were 
perfectly wife and equitable ; but it is furprizing, 
how he could prevail fo far, as make a whole 
People approve them, fince this is all that could 
be expected from an AfTembly of wife and difin- 
terefted Senators. 

Some Time af ter, the Lacedamonians again im- 
plor'd the Aid of the Athenians againft the Msffh- 
nians and Hclotcs, who had feiz'd upon It home. 
But thefe Forces being arriv'd, under the Com- 
mand of Cimon, the Spartans began to dread their 
Intrepidity, their Power, and great Fame ; fo that 
they fent them back, in the moft infolent Manner, 
as guilty of harbouring ill Ddigns ; and of intend- 
ing to turn their Arms againft them. 



The Athenians being return 'd home, and hi'd 
with Anger as well as Rcfentment, declar'd them- 
felves, from that very Day, Enemies to all who 
ftiould favour the L'icedamonian Intereft: ; for which 
Reafon, they banifli'd Cimon by the (Jjlracifm, the 
very firft Opportunity prefented itfelr for that Pur- 
pofe. This is the firft Time that the Mifunder- 
ilanding between thefe two Nations, which after- 
wards was inflam'd by mutual Difcontent, dif- 
play'd itfelf in fo ftrong a Manner. It was, ne- 
verthelefs, fuppreffed for fome Years, by Truces, 
and other Treaties, which prevented its blazing ♦ 
but it, at laft, burft out in the moft violent Man- 
ner, by the War of Pe/oponnefus. 

Thofe who had fhut themfelvcs up in It home, 
after a ten Years Defence, furrendcr'd to the La- 
cedamonians, who gave them their Lives, upon 
Condition that they fhouid never return to Ft/o- 
ponnefus. The Athenians, to exafperare the La- 
ceddmohians, receiv'd them, with their Wives 
and Children, and fettled them in Naupacliis, of 

which they had juft before poflcfted themfelvcs. 
The Inhabitants of Meg ar a broke off, at the fame 
Time, from the Spartans, and join'd the Athe- 
nians. In this Manner, feveral Leagues were con- 
cluded on both Sides, and many Battles were 
fought, the moft famous of which was that of Ta- 
agra in Bceotia, which Di odor us equals to thofe 
of Marathon and Plataa ; and in which My rent - 
desy the Athenian General, defeated the Spartans, 
who came to the Relief of the Thebans. 

It was on this Occafion, that Cimon, thinking 
himfelf difpenfed from his Pro fcription, returned 
with his Soldiers to his Tribe to ferve his Coun- 
try -j and^ to fight in Concert with his Country- 
Men againft the Lacedamonians : But his Enemies 
procured an Order to be fent him to retire. How- 
ever, before he went away, he exhorted his Com- 
panions, who were no lefs fufpected than himfelf, 
of favouring the Lacedemonians, to exert them- 
felves to the utmoft, and fight with the greateft: 
Courage, in order to prove their Innocence ; and, 
if poffible, to craze from the Minds of the Citi- 
zens, a Sufpicion fo injurious to them all. Ac- 
cordingly, thefe brave Soldiers, who were an 
hundred in Number, fiVd by thefe Words, defir'd 
to have Cimon*s Suit of Armour j which they 
plac'd in the Centre of their little Battalion, in 
order to have him prcfent, as it were, and before 
their Ryes. They then fought with lb much Va- 
lour and Fury, that all furfer'd themfelvcs to be 
cut to Pieces rather than yield} to the great Re- 
gret of the Athenians, who then deeply icpeiiUd 
their having accufed them fo unjuft ly. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Cimon is recalled ; and gains divers Victories over the Perfians ; His Death, and Elogj ■ 
Thucydides op£o/ed to Pericles, but worfted by him, and banifbed ; *Jcaloufies arifi 
between ^Athenians and Spartans; Pericles attacked through the Sides of his Friends . 
Phidias unmftly pro/ecuted, and condemn d ; Afpafia narrowly ejca£es y through the In- 
tercejfion of Pericles; Anaxagoras forced to fly for his Life; Pericles charged with em- 
lezling the Jfullick Money ; He kindles the Peloponnefian War, by the Advice of Alci- 
biades, to avoid giving in his Accomps. 



AFTER this, the Athenians, being fen- 
fible how much they wanted Cimon's Afllf- 
tance, recall'd him from Banifhment, in 
which he had fpent five Years. It was Pericles 
himfelf, who propofed and drew up the Decree ; 
fo far (fays ( P/utarch*) the Feuds and Animofities 
were quieted at that Time, and upon the Point of 
ceafing entirely, when the Welfare of their Coun- 
try required it ; and fo happily did Ambition, 
v^hich is one of the ftrongeir, and moft lively 
PafTions, yield to the Necelfity of the Times, and 
fubmit in all thofc Things, which might contri- 
bute to the publick Welfare. 

The Inftant Cimon was return 'd, he ftifled the 
Sparks of War, which were going to break out 
among the Greeks; reconcil'd the two Cities, and 
prevailed with them to conclude a Truce for five 
Years. And, to prevent the Athenians, who were 
elate with the many Victories they had gain'd, 
from having an Opportunity, or harbouring a De- 
sign, to attack their Neighbours and Allies-, he 
thought it advifeable to lead them, at a great 
Pittance from home., againft the common Enemy; 
thus endeavouring, in an honourable Way, to 
train up the Citizens to War, and enrich chem at 
the fame Time. Accordingly, he put to Sea a 
Fleet of' two hundred SaiJ. He fent fixty of thefe 
into Egypt, to relieve Amyrtea \ and himfelf 
failed with the Relt to fight the Inhabitants of 
the Ifland of Cyprus* 

Artakazus was, at that Time, in thofe Seas 
with a FJcet of three hundred Sail} and Megaby- 
ftis y the other General of Artaxerxcs, with an Ar- 
my of three hundred Thoufand Men on thcCoaft 
of Cilicia. Ah foon as the Squadron which Cimon 
fent into Egypt had joined his Fleet, he fail'd, 
and attack'd Artakazus* and took an hundred of 
his Ships. He funk many of them, and gave 
Chafe to the Rett, as far as the Courts of Phoeni- 
cia, But, as if thih Vidrory had been only a Pre- 
lude to a fecoud, he made a Defcent on Cilicia, 
in his Return; attack'd Megabyjus, defeated him, 
and cut to Pieces a num beliefs Multitude of his 
Troopc. He afterwards rcturn'd to Cyprus with 
this double Triumph, arid laid Siege to Citium, a 
ttrong C ity, of very great Importance. 

His Defipn, alter he had reduced that Ifland, 
was to fail fur Egypt, and again embroil the Af- 
fairs of the Harbat tans ; for he had very ex: en five 
Views, and meditated no lefs a Profpedfc than that 



of the entire Subverfion of the mighty Empire of 
Perjia. The Rumours which prevail 'd, chat The- 
mijtoclcs was to command the Army, added frefh 
Fire to his Courage \ and being almoft fure of 
Succefs, he panted, to oppofe his Courage' and 
Abilities to thofe of that great General. But we 
have already heard, that Themiftochs laid violent 
Hands on himfelf, about this Time. 

Artaxerxes, tired with a War in which he had 
fuftain'd fuch great LofTes, refolv'd, with the Ad- 
vice of his Council, to put an End to it. Accor- 
dingly, he fent prders to his Generals, to con- 
clude a Peace with the Athenians, upon the moft 
advantageous Conditions poflible. Accordingly, 
Megabyjus and Artabazus fent Ambafladors to A- 
tkens, to propofe an Accommodation. Plenipo- 
tentiaries were then chofen on each Side, and 
C alii as was at the Head of thofe of Athens. The 
Conditions of the Treaty were, as follows : i.That 
all the Grecian Cities of Afta mould have the Li- 
berty to chufe their own Laws, and that Govern* 
ment under which they were defirous of living. 
2.That no Per/tan Man of War fhould be allow'd 
to enter the Seas, from the Cyanean to the Cheli- 
donian Iflands ; that is, from Pont us Euxinus to 
the Coafts of Parnphylia. 3. That no Persian Ge- 
neral mould lead any Troops within three Days 
March of thofe Seas. 4. That the Athenians ihould 
not invade any Part of the Dominions of the 
King of Perfta. Thefe Articles beingratify'd by 
both Parties, Peace was proclaimed. T hus ended 
this War, which, from the burning of Sardis by 
the Athenians, had lafted fifty- one rears compleat; 
and in which a numberlcfs Multitude of Perfians, 
as well as Greeks, had loft their Lives. 

Whilft this Treaty was negotiating, Cimon dy'd, 
either of Sickncfs, or of a Wound he had rcceiv'd. 
at the Siege of Citium. When he was near his 
End, he commanded his Officers to fail the Fleet 
with all imaginable Expedition to Athens, and 
to conceal his Death with the utmoft Care. Ac- 
cordingly, this was executed with fo much Secre- 
cy, that neither the Enemy, nor the Allies, once 
fufbefted it ; and they rcturn'd fafe to Athens, ftill 
under the Conduct and Aufpiccs of Cimon, though 
he had been dead above tin ay Days. 

He was univerfally regretted, which is noWon- 
der, fincc he was poffefled of all thofe Qualities, 
that dignify the Soul ; being a tender Son, a faith- 
ful Friend j zealous for the Welfare of his Coun- 
try, 
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ciVf a great Politician, an accomplished General; 

mod eft, when raifed to the higheft Employments, 
and moft (hining Honours ; liberal and beneficent 
aJrnoit to Profuiion ; plain, and abhorrent of Of- 
tci.tation of every Kind, even in the Midft of 
Riches and Abundance : in fhort, he was a Lover 
of fuch Citizens, as were in unhappy Circumftances, 
who always fhared his Eftate with him ; fo far 
was he from defpifing them, becaufe they were 



poor. . 

Wc don't find, by Hiftory, that he was mcerr'd 

with Pomp i or, that any Statues, or Monuments, 
were ere&ed to his Memory: But the greateft 
Honour that could be paid him, was the Sighs 
and Tears of the People ; thefe were permanent 
and lafting Statues, as it were, which are not ob- 
noxious to the Inclemencies of the Weather, or 
the injuries of Time ; and endear the Memory of 
the Good and Virtuous to the remoteft Ages. For 
the moft fplendid Monuments of Brafs and Marble, 
that are raifed in Honour of wicked great Men, 
are defpifed by Pofterity, as Sepulchres, which 
inclofe nothing but Putrefaction. 

What follow'd, prov'd more ftrongly the Lofs 
which Greece had luftain'd by his Death ; for CV- 
was the laft of all the Greeian Generals, who 
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built The num. P eric Us had different Views in 
the fettling of thefe Colonies, over and above the 
particular Dcflgn he might entertain, of winning 
the Affections of the People by that Mean*. His 
chief Motives were, to clear the City of a great 
Number of idle Perfons, who were ever read)' to 
dilturb the Government; co relieve the VVanu of 
the Jo weft Clafs of People, who were unable to 
fubfift themfelves : In fhort, to awe the Allies, 
by fettling true Athenians among them, as lo 
many Garrifons, which might prevent their en- 
gaging in any Meafures contrary Co the Intereifc 
of that People. The Romans made a happy Ufe 
of this Example ; and it may be affirm'd, that 
this wife political Maxim, ferv'd moft effectually 
to fecure the Tranquility of the State. 

But, the Circumftance which gain'd Pericles 
the greateft Credit with the People, was his adorn- 
ing the City with magnificent Edifices, and ocher 
Works, which rais'd the Admiration and Aiio- 
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gain'd any confiderable Conqueft over the Barba- 
rians. Excited by the Orators, who gain'd the 
ftrongeft Afcendant over the Minds of the People, 
and fow'd the Seeds of Divifion in their publick 
Aflemblies, they turn'd their Animofities one 
againft another ; and, at laft, broke out into an 
open War $ the fatal Confequences of which no 
one endeavour'd to prevent ; a Cif curnftance, that 
was of very great Advantage to the King of Per- 
Jia, and of the utmoft Prejudice to the Affairs of 
Greece. 

In the meanWhile, the Nobles of Athens feeing 
Pericles raifed to the higheft Degree of Power, 
and far above all the reft of the Citizens, refolv'd 
to fet up a Man, who, in fome Meafure, might 
make Head againft him, and prevent his great 
Authority from rifing to Monarchy. According- 
ly, they oppofed to him Thucydides, Brothcr-in- 
Law to Cimon, who had difplay'd his Wifdom on 
numberlefs Occafions. He, indeed, did not poflefe 
the military Talents in fo eminent a Degree as 
Pericles ; but then he had as great an Influence 
over the People, moving their Minds, and direct- 
ing their Aliemblies as he pleas'd : And, as he 
never ftirr'd out of the City, but combated, and 
perpetually oppos'd Pericles in all his Deflgns, he 
loon reftor'd Things to an Equilibrium. On the 
other Side, Pericles was now follicitous of plea- 
ling the People on all Occafions, and indulged 
them in greater Liberties than ever ; wherefore, 
lie now entertained them as often as poflible with 
Shows, Feftivals, Games, and feveral other Di- 
verfions. 

He found Means to maintain, during eight 
Months in the Year, a great Number of poor Ci- 
Uzens, by putting them on board a Fleet, con- 
» fling of threefcore Ships, which he fitted out 
every Year; and thereby he did his Country an 
important Service, by training up a great Num- 
J?cr of Sailors for its Defence. He alfo planted 
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nifhment of all fuch Foreigners as beheld them, 
and gave them a mighty Idea of the Power of 
the Athenians. It is furprizing, that, in fo fhort 
a Space, fo many Works, of Architecture, Sculp- 
ture, Engraving, and Painting, fhould be per- 
formed; and, at the fame Time, be carry'd to the 
higheft Perfection : For, it is generally found, 
that Edifices rais'd in Hafre, boaft neither a fo- 
lid, and durable Grace, nor the Regularity re- 
quir'd in Works of an exquifitely beautiful Kind. 
Commonly, nothing but Length of Time, joiird 
to the molt afliduous Labour, can give them fuch 
a Strength, as may preferve, and make them tri- 
umph over Ages ; and this raifes our Wonder ftill 
more at the Works done by Pericles, in their be- 
ing rais'd in fo fhort a Space of Time, and their 
lafting fo many Centuries. For, each of them, 
the very Inftant it was finifli'd, glow'd with a 
Beauty that had an antique Caft; and, at this 
Time, /. e. above five hundred Years after, fays 
Plutarch, they boaft a certain juvenile Freflinels, 
as though they were but juft come out of the 
Artift'8 Hand ; fo happily do they preferve the 
Graces and Charms of Novelty, which will not 
fufferTime to tarnifli their Lultre; as though an 
ever-blooming Spirit, and a Soul exempt from 
the Attacks of Age, were diffus'd over every Part 
thereof. 

But that Circumftancc which excited the Admi- 
ration of the whole World, raifed the Jealoufy of 
the People againft Pericles. His Enemies were 
for ever crying aloud, in the Aflemblies, that it 
was di (honourable to the Athenians, to appropriate 
to themfelves the Specie of all Greece, which he 
had fent for from Dtlos, where it had been de- 
pofired j that the Allies muft ncceftarily confldcr 
fuch an Attempt as a mariifeft Tyranny, when 
they found that the Sums which had been extorted 
from them, upon Pretence of their being cm ploy 'd 
in War, were laid out by the Athenians in gilding 
and embelilhing their City, in making magnificent- 
Statues, and railing Temples, that coft I'houfands 
of Talents of Silver. They did not exaggerate on 
thefe Occafions 5 for the Temple of Minerva, cal- 
led the Parthenone, alone, had coft two thoufand 
Silver Talents, which is about two hundred thou- 
fand Pounds Sterling. 

Pericles, on the contrary, rc mo n ft rated to the 
Athenian*, that they were not obliged to give the 
Allies an Account of the Money they had receiv- 
ed 
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ed from them ; that it was enough they defended 
them from, and repulfcd the Birbaiians, at the 
Time that the -lilies furnilhcd neither Soldiers, 
Horfes, nor Ships; and that they were quit for 
fomc Sums of Money, which, the Inftant they 
are paid in, are no longer the Property of the 
Donors, but or* thofe who received them ; pro- 
vided the)- perform the Conditions agreed upon, 
and, in Confide ration of which, they were re- 
ceived. 

He added, that as the Athenians were ftored 
fufficicntly with all Things neceflary for War, it 
waj fit they mould employ the reft of their Riches 
in Edifices, and other Works; which, when fi- 
niihed, would give immortal Glory to their City; 
and, during the Time they were carrying on, dif- 
fufe a Plenty of all Things, and give Bread to a 
numberlef* Multitude of Citizens: That they 
chemfelves had all kinds of Material*, as Timber, 
Stone, Brafs, Ivory, Gold, Ebony, and Cyprefs- 
Wood ; and all Sorts of Artificers capable of work- 
ing them, as Carpenters, Mafons, Smiths, Stone- 
cutters, Dyer?, Gold-fmiths; Artificers who work 
in Ebony, Painters, Embroiderers, and Turners 5 
Men fit to conduct their naval Affairs, as Mer- 
chants, Sailors, and experienced Pilots ; others to 
perform the Land-carriage, as Cart-wrights, Wag- 
goners, Carters, Rope makers, Paviors, 6fc.That 
it would be of Advantage to the Government to 
employ thefe different Artificers, and others, which, 
as to many feparate Bodies, formed, when united, 
a kind of peaceable and dorneftick Army, whofe 
different Functions and Employments were of E- 
molument to Perfons of both bexes and of all Ages : 
In lhort, that whilft Men, who were vigorous 
enough, and of an Age fit to beaitfArms, whether 
Soldiers or Sailors, and thofe who were in the dif- 
ferent Garrifons, were fupported with the publick 
Money ; it was but juft, that the reft of the Peo- 
ple, who lived in the City, mould alfo be main- 
tained in their Way ; and that, as all were Mem- 
bers of the fame RcpubJick, they all ihould reap 
the fame Advantages, by doing it Services, which, 
though of a different kind, did yes. all contribute 

to its Security or Ornament. 

One Day, "as the Debates were growing warm, 
Pericles offered to defray the Expence of all thefe 
Things, provided it fhould be declared in the pub- 
lick inscriptions, that he only had been at the 
Charge of them. At thefe Words the People, ei- 
ther admiring his Magnanimity, or fired with 
Emulation, and determined not to let him ravifh 
this Glory from them, cried with one Voice, that 
he might fake out of the publick Treafury, all the 
Sums neceffary for his Purpofe. 

Phidias, the celebrated Sculptor, prefided over 
all thefe Works, as Direclor-gcneral. It was he 
who particularly caft the gold and ivory Statue 
reprclenting Pallas \ which was fo highly valued, 
anciently, by all the Judges. There arofe an in- 
credible Ardor and Emulation among the feveral grand Edifices, and other Works, had not inv 
Artificers, who all mutual Jy (trove to excel one proved the Mind of one of the Citizens in Virtue, 
another, and immortalize their Karnes by iVi after- 
pieces or Art. 

The Qrfiumy or Mufick^Theatre, the fnfidc of 
which was filled with a great Number of Scats and 



Column.'*, and whole* upper-part grew narrower, and 
terminated in a Point, was built, na Hiftory in- 
forms u.i, alter the Model of fhe Tent of JCerxes^ 
MCtordi/.f.; to the Direction of VcticAs. It was at 



that Time he propofed, with great Warmth, u 
Decree, by which it was ordain'd, that muuYaj 
Games fhould be celebrated on the Feftival called 
Panarhc?ttca ; and having been chofen the Judge 
and Diftributor of the Frizes, he appointed the 
Manner in which Muticians fhould play on the 
Flute, and the Harp, as well as how they fhould 
ling. From that Time, the mufical Games were 
always exhibited in this Theatre. 

We have already taken notice, that the more 
the Beauty and Splendor of thefe W orks were ad- 
mired, the ftronger Envy and greater Clamour 
was raifed againft Pericles. The Orators, who 
were of the oppofite Faction, were eternally ex- 
claiming againft him, and tearing his Character 
to Pieces ; accufing him of fquandring the publick 
Money, and laying out, very unfeafonably, the 
Revenues of the tstate in Edifices, whofe Magni- 
ficence was of no Ufe. 

At laft, the Rupture between him and Thucy- 
dides, rofe to fuch a Height, that it became abfo- 
lutely neceffary, to banifh one, or other of them, 
by the Ofiracijm* In this Conteft, he got the bet- 
ter of Thucydides ; prevaiTd to rjave him banifh'd; 
crufli'd, by that Means, the Faclion which pppofed 
him, and obtain'd a defpotic Authority over the 
City and Government of Athens* He now dif- 
pofed at Pleafure of the publick Money, the 
Forces, and Ships. The Iflands, and Sea, were 
fubjedt to him ; and he reigned fingly, and alone, 
not only over the Greeks, but the Barbarians alfo ; 
and his Authority was cemented and ftrengthened 
by the Obedience and Fidelity of the conquer'd 
Nations, by the Friendfhip of Kings, and the 
Treaties concluded with various Princes, 

Hiftorians expatiate greatly on the magnificent 
Edifices, and other Works, with which "Pericles 
adorned Athens, and we have related faithfully 
the Teftimony they give on this Occafion 5 bur: we 
cannot fay, whether the Complaints and Murmurs 
raifed againft him, were very ill grounded. In 
Effect:, was it juft in him to expend, in fuperflu- 
ous Buildings, and vain Decorations, the immenfc 
Sums defigned to carry on the War ; and would it 
not have been better, to have eafed the Allies of 
the Contributions, which, under his Adminiftra- 
tion, were raifed to a Third-part more than before? 
According to Cicero, fuch Edifices and other Works 
only, are truly worthy our Admiration, as arc of 
Ufe to the Publick; as Aquxducls, City- Walls, 
Citadels, Arfenals, Sea- ports; and to thefe we 
muft add, the Work made by 'Pericles, to join 
Athens to the Port Tiraus. 

But Cicero obferves at the fame Time, that Tc- 
ricles was blamed for fquandring away the pub- 
lick Treafure, merely to embeliHi the City with 
fu peril uo us Ornaments. Accordingly, Plato, who 
formed a Judgment of Things, not from their out- 
ward Splendor, but from Truth, obferves, (after 
his Mafter Socrates) that Pericles, with all h» 
rand Edifices, ai 

Cut rather corrupted the Purity and Simplicity oi 
their ancient Manners. , . 

When Pericles faw himfclf thus invefted wK» 
the whole Authority, he began to change hia B c " 
haviour : He wn« not fo mild and gentle as before 
nor did he fubmit, or abandon himfelf any longer* 
ro the Whims and Caprice of the People, as toU> 

many Winds; but drawing in, fays Plutai cb% f llt * 

Rcin» 
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Reins of this, too loofe, popular Government, in 
the feme* Manner as we fcrew up the Strings of an 
Jnftrument, when too flack 5 he changed it inco an 
Ariftocracy, or rather a kind of Monarchy $ but, 
at the fame Time, was for ever ftudious of the 
publick Welfare. Making Virtue, therefore, his 
conftant Aim, and becoming irreproachable in all 
Things, he gained fo mighty an Afcendant over 
the Minds of the People, that he turned and di- 
rected them at Pleafure. At one Time, by his 
bare Counfei, and by perfuafive Methods, he 
would gain them over gently to his Will* and. get 
their AfTent fpontaneoufly ; at other Times, when 
he found them obftinate, he would drag them 
forward, and againft their Will, to thofe Things 
which were for , their Good ; imitating, on this 
Occafion, a skilful Phyfician, who, in a tedious 
and ftubborn Difeafe, knows which Seafons are 
proper to indulge his Patient in innocent Medicines, 
that are pleafing ; in order, afterwards, to admi- 
nifter thofe of a ftrong, and violent Nature ; which, 
at the fame Time that they torture him, are alone 
capable of reftoring him to Health. 

In Effect, it is manifeft, that the utmoft Skill 
and Abilities were required, to manage and govern 
a Populace, who were elate with their Power, and 
hurried away by meer Caprice ; and, on this Oc- 
cafion, Pericles fucceeded wonderfully. He ufed 
to employ, according to the different Situation of 
Things, fometimes Hope, and at other Times 
Fear, as a double Rudder, either to check the 
wild Tranfports and Starts of the People, or to 
raife them when deje*cted and defponding. By this 
Conduct he fhew'd that Eloquence, as Plato ob- 
fcrves, is only the Art of directing the Minds of 
People at Will ; and that the Chief Excellency of 
this Art confifls, in moving, ,feafonably, the va- 
rious Paffions, whether gentle or violent ; which 
being to the Soul, what Strings are to a rnufical 
Inftrument, need only, in order to produce their 
Effect, be touched by an ingenious and skilful 
Hand. It muft neverchelefs be confeffed, that the 
Circumftance which gave Pericles this great Au- 
thority, was, not only the Force of his Eloquence, 
but, as Thucydides obfervcs, the Fame of his Life, 
and his great Probity. 

Plutarch points out, in Pericles, one Quality 
which; is. very effcntial to Statesmen ; a Quality, 
well adapted to win the Efteem and Confidence 
of the Publick, and which implies 1 a great Supe- 
riority of Mind; and that is, for a Man co be 
fully perfuadcd that he wants che Counfels of 
others, and is not able to manngc and direct, fing- 
ly» all Things : To allbciate with himfelf Perfons 
of Merit in his Toils, to employ each of chefe 
according to his Talents ; and to leave to them che 
Management of leffer Things, which only con- 
fume Time, and deprive him of the Liberty of 
Thinking, fo neceflary for the conducting of im- 
plant Aifuirs. 

Suuh a Conduct, fays Plutarch, is productive of 
tvvo Advantages. I'trJ? 9 It extingtiiflies, or at 
*<-att deadens, the Force of Envy and Jealoufy, by 
hiding, in fome Meafurc, \i Power, which is 
grating and ofFenfive to us, when we fee it united 
m one (ingle Perfon, as though the Merit of all 
other M C n center'd in him. Secondly* It advances 
and facilitates the Execution of Affairs, and fe- 
<-ure» more ftrongly their Succcfs. The better to 
'-' x plain his Thought, he ufes a very natural, and 
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beautiful Com pari fon : As the Hand, fays he, by 
its being divided into five Fingers, is fo far from 
being weaker, that it is the ftronger, the more 
active, and better adapted to Motion, on that very 
. Account; juft fo it is with a Statefman, who has 
the Skill to divide his Cares and Functions in a 
proper Manner ; and who, by that Means makes 
his Authority more active, more extenfivej and 
decifive: Whereas, the indifcreet Fire of a nar- 
row-minded Man, who takes Umbrage at, and 
will grafp at all Things, ferves to no other Pur- 
pofe, but to fet his Weakncfs, and Incapacity, in 
a more glaring Light, and to difconcert his Af- 
fairs. But Pericles , fays Plutarch, did not aft in 
this Manner : Like a skilful Pilot, who, though 
he ftands almoft motionlefs himfelf, yet puts every 
Thing in Motion, and will fometimes feat Subal- 
tern Officers at the Helm 5 fo Pericles, was the Soul 
of the Government; and, feeming to be altoge- 
ther unactive, he yet moved and governed all 
Things; making ufe of the Eloquence of one 
Man, the Credit and Intereft of another, the Pru- 
dence of a third, the Bravery and Courage of a 
Fourth, and fo on. 

To what has been here related, we may add a- 
nother Quality, which is no lefs rare and valuable; 
we mean, a noble and difinterefted Soul. Pericles 
had fo great a Di (inclination to the receiving of 
Gifts ; he had fo utter a Contempt for Riches, and 
was fo far above all venal Defires, that although 
he had rais'd Athens to the richeft and moft flou- 
rifliing State; though his Power had furpafled 
that of many Tyrants and Kings ; though he had 
long difpos'd, in an abfolute Manner, of theTrea- 
fures of Greece-he yet did not add a fingle Drach- 
ma to the EftaJBfe bad inherited from his Father. 
This was the^Krce, the true Caufe of the fu- 
pream Authority, which Pericles obtain'd in the 
Republick; the juft and worthy Fruit of his In- 
tegrity and perfect Di (i n t ere ft ednefs. 

It was not only for a few fwiftly- flee ting Mo- 
ments, nor during the firft Starts of a rifing Fa- 
vour, whofe Grace and Beauty are generally fhorc- 
liv'd, chat he breferv'd chis Authority. He main- 
tain'd it forty x ears, in Spite of the Oppofition of 
Cimon, of t folmides y of Tbucydides, and many o- 
thers, who all declared againft him ; and of chefe 
forty Years, he fpent fifteen without a Rival, from 
the Time of the Banifliment of Thucydides, and 
directed all Affairs with delpotick Sway. 

Neverth el efs, in the Midft of this fupreme 
Power, which he had rendred perpetual and bound- 
lefs in his own Perfon, his Soul was ever fupe- 
riour to che Charms and Allurements of Wealth, 
though he had always improved his Eftate to the 
utmoft of his Power. For Pericles did not act like 
thofe Noblemen, who, notwithstanding their im- 
menfe Revenues, 'cither through Negligence, or 
wane of Oeconomy, or their ridiculoufly-lavifh 
Expences, arc always poor, in the Midft of 
Riches; unable, and unwilling, to do the Ieaft 
Service to their virtuous Friends, or their faithful 
and zealous Domefticks ; and, at laft, die in every 
one's Debt, whence their Name and Memory are 
had in the utmoft Deteftation by their unfortunate 
Creditors. We fhall not expatiate on another Ex- 
treme, to which this Negligence, and Want of 
.Oeconomy generally leads ; we mean Rapine, a 
Love of Gifts, and Exactions; for here, as well 
as in the Management of the publick Money, the 
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Maxim of Tacitus cakes Place, viz. That when a 
Man has fquanderM away his Ettacc, he then 
makes it his whole Study to repair the Lofs of ic 
by nil Sores of Methods, not excepting the molt 
criminal. 

Pericles knew much better the Ufe, which a 
Statcfman ought to make of Riches : He was fen- 
fib Je that he ought to expend them in the Service 
of the Publick; fuch as, the procuring of able 
Men to ailtlt him in the Adminiltration the re- 
lieving good Officers, who too frequently are in 
unhappy Circumltanccs ; the rewarding and encou- 
raging Merit, of what kind foevcr, and athoufand 
fuch Things; to which, doubtlefs, either on Ac- 
count of the exquitite Joy they give, or the 
folid Glory that refults from them, no one will 
be fo thou^htlefsas ro compare the Ex pence which 
is laviuVd away in Entertain menrs, in Equipages, 
or in Gaming. fn this View, Pa teles husbanded 
his Ell.itc with ihe utmolr. Oeconomy ; having 
himfelf taaghc one of his old Servants to manage 
his domdtick Concerns; and he always had the 
Account brought him, at ftated Times, of all 
Things that h.id been received, as well as expend- 
ed ^ cor.fif.ing himfdf and his Family to a decent 
Sublicence, proportionable to his Ettate and Con- 
dition ; from wheice he baniuVd all Superfluities, 
that were vain or ofrenratious. This Way of Life, 
indeed, did no ways pleafc his Children, when 
they were come to Years of Maturity, and much 
lefs his Wife. They thought, that Pericles did 
not allow a Competency futfkient for Perfons of 
their Rank ; and murmured at that low and fordid 
Oeconomy, as they call'd it, which left behind it 
no Traces of the Plenty whichugeneralJy reigns, 
in thofe Places where Riches mfp Authority are 
united. However, Pericles had little Regard to 
thefe Complaints, and directed his Views Co Things 
of much greater Importance. 

YVe believe it will not be improper to apply, 
on this Occafion, a very juft Remark of Plutarch, 
borrow 'J from his Parallel of Arijiides and Cato. 
After faying, that political Virtue, or the Art of 
governing Litirs ar.d Kingdoms, is the greateft and 
nvdl perfect that Man can acquire, he adds, that 
Oeconomy is not one of the moft i neon fide rable 
Branches of this Virtue. In Effect, as Riches are 
one of thofe Mediums, which may moft contri- 
bute to the Security or Ruin of a State; the Art 
that reaches ro di/pofe, and make a good Ufc 
of them, and which is called Oeconomy, is cer- 
tainly a Bran.'h of the Art of Politicks; and not 
one of the molt inconfidcrabic Branches j fince 
great YVifdom is required, in order to the obfer- 
\ ins; a jufr Medium on thefe Occafions, and to the 
banilhing Poverty, and coo great Opulence, from 
a Country. 

ft is this Art, vv^ich, avoiding induftrioufly all 
trilling and need lefs Expences, prevents a Magi- 
f Irate from being forced to overburchen a People 
with Taxes ; and l\ceps always in Rcfcrve, in the 



or weak. Pericles certainly acquitted hirrjfelf 
well, as to that Part of this Science, which relates 
to the Government of a Family j but we cannot 
fay, if the fame may be a ffi rm'd of his AdminiUra- 
tion of the publick Treafure. 

Such was the Conduct of 'Pericles, with refpeft 
to his domeftick Concerns ; and he was no lefs fa- 
mo us for his Administration of publick Affairs. 
Hereupon, the Lacedamoni tins, beginning to grow 
jealous of the Profperity of the Athenians, and to 
take Umbrage at itj 'Pericles, to increafe the Cou- 
rage of the Citizens, and add to their Greatnefs 
or Soul, publifh'd a Decree, importing, that Or- 
ders. fliould be fent to all the Greeks, whether in 
Europe, or AJia, and to all the Cities, great o r 
fmall, to fend immediately their Deputies or Re. 
prefentatives to Athens, to examine and debate, 
on Ways and Means, to rebuild the Temples that 
had been burnt by the Barbarians ; to perform the 
Sacrifices, which they had engaged themfelves to 
offer up, for the Prefer vat ion and Safety of Greece^ 
when War was carrying on again tt them : As alfo, 
to coniider what Expedients might be employ'd, 
to eftablifh fuch an Order and Difcipiine in their 
Navy, that all Ships might fail in Safety, and the 
Greeks livcinamutual Feace. 

Accordingly, twenty Perfons werechofen for this 
Embafly, each of whom was upwards of fifty- Years 
old. Five of thefe were fent to the Ionian and 
Dorians of Afia, and the Inhabitants of the Iflands 
as far as Lesbos and Rhodes j five to the Countries 
of the Hellefpont and Thrace, as far as Byzantium : 
Five were ordered to go to Bceotia, to & hoc is, and 
Teloponnefus $ and to go from thence^ by the Coun- 
try of the Locri, as far as Acarnania and Ambracia, 
The la ft five were ordered to crofs Eubeea, and to 
go to the People of Mount Oeta, and thofe of the 
Gulph of Male a, and to the Inhabitants of Phthk- 
tis, of Acbaia, and of TheJJaly ; to exhort the fe« 
veral Nations to come to the Aflembly convened 
in Athens, and to affift at the Debates which fliould 
be there carried on concerning Peace, and the ge- 
neral Affairs of Greece. We judged it neceflary 
to enter into this Detail, as it Ihews how far the 
Power of the Greeks extended, and what Authority 
the Athenians enjoy 'd over the other States. 

But all thefe pollicitations were in vain; the 
Cities not fending their Deputies, which, accord- 
ing to Hiftorians, was owing to the Oppofition 
made by the Lacedamonians j a Circumirance, at 
which we are not to wonder. They were fen Abie, 
that the Defign of Pericles was, to make ■ A them 
be recognized as Miftrefs and Sovereign of all the 
other Grecian Cities ; and Lacedamon was far from 
allowing it that Honour. A fecrec Spirit of Pf" 
cord had begun, for fomc Years, to diflurb the 
Tranquility of Greece; and we fliall find, by the 
Sequel, that this Spirit grew but ftrongcr, and 
ftrongcr. 

Pericles had acquired great Fame, for the W»* 
dom with which he formed and conduced his En- 



publick Coffers, Money fufilc/ent for fupporting a terprizes. The Troops repofed the hi gheft Con- 
War that may break out, or for providing againft fidence in him, and whenever they follow'd hinj> 

:y were fluhVd 'with Hopes of certain Succcfa 
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any unforeseen Accident. Now* what is laid of a 
Kingdom, "or of a City, may- be applied to par- 
ticular Perfons. For a City, which is compofed 
of an Affemblage of Houfes, and which forms a 
Whole, of fe veral Parts united ; is either power- 
ful or weak, when taken together, in Proportion 
a* all the Members, of which ic confilrs, are ltrong. 



they 

His chief Maxim in War was, never to venture « 
Battle, unlefs he was almofr. fure of VicTorVj 
and not be lavifh of the Blood of the Citizen* " c 
ufed to fay frequently, that were it in his PoW*^ 
they fliould be immortal j that when Trees arc 
fell'd, they (hoot to Life again in a little Tifl^' ' 
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but when once Men die, the)" are loft for ever: 
Ji Victory, that was buc the litteEt of a fortunate 
Temerity, appear'd to him not very Praife- wor- 
thy, though ic generally was much admired, by 
all others. 

His Expedition intc the Thracian Cherfonnejus 
did him great Honour* and was of great Advan- 
tage to all the Greeks of that Country : For he not 
only ftrengthned the Grecian Cities, by the Colo- 
nies of Athenians which he carried thither ; but 
he alfo fhut up the f/ihmus with a itrong Wall, 
with Forts at proper JDiftances, from Sea to Sea; 
fecuring, by that Means, the whole Country, from 
the perpetual Incurfions of the Thracians M who were 
very near Neighbours. He alfo failed, wich an 
hundred Ships, round Teloponnejtis, fpreading the 
Terror of the Athenian Arms wherefoever he came, 
rhe Succefs of which was not once interrupted on 
that Occafion. 

He advanced alfo as far as the Kingdom of Ton- 
tus, with a large, well-mann'd, and magnificent 
Fleet } and indulged the Grecian Cities in all they 
thought fit to ask him. At the fame Time he 
difplay'd, to the Barbarian Nations and Princes, 
in that Neighbourhood, the Greatnefsof the Power 
of the Athenians and proved, by the Security 
with which he failed to all Parts, that they pol- 
feiTed the Empire of the Seas, unrivalled. 

l3ut fo conftant and mining a Succefs began to 
dazzle the Eyes of the Athenians : Intoxicated with 
the idea of their Power and Grandeur, they now 
thought of nothing but the boldeft and moft grand 
Pefigns. They were for ever talking of invading 
Egypt anew* of attacking the maritime Provinces 
or the 'Perftan Monarch \ of carrying their Arms 
into Sicily, (a fatal and unhappy Pefign, which, 
at that Time, was not attended with ill Con- 
fequences, though it was revived foon after j ) and 
to extend their Conquefts towards Etruria on one 
Side, and Garthage on the other. 

However, Pericles had too much Senfe to ac- 
quiefce with fuch idle Views, or to countenance 
them with his Credit and Approbation. On the 
Contrary, his whole Stucjy was, to damp that reft- 
lefs Ardour, and check that Ambition, which 

knew neither Bounds nor Meafurc. In his Opinion, 
the Athenians ought to employ their Forces, in 
future Times, only in fecuring and preferving the 
Conquefts they had already made ; and he thought 
he had gained a great Point, in weakning the 
Power or the Lacedamonians, which he always me- 
ditated ; and this was particularly feen in the Sa- 
cred War i which Name was given to the War 
which was rai fed on Account of Delphos : The 
Lacedamonians having cntcr'd, arm'd, into the 
Country where that Temple is fituated, had dif- 
poJetfed the Inhabitants of c Phocis of the Superin- 
tendence of that Temple, and beftow'd it on the 
Delphi : But aflboon as they had left it, Pericles 
Went thither likewifc with an Army, and reftorcd 
the Phocenjvs t to their former Privilege. 

* he Eubocans having rebelled at the fame Time, 
Poicles was obliged to march thither with an 
Army, him was no fooner arrived there, but News 
w as brought, that the Inhabitants of Megara had 
token up Arms; and that the Lacedamonians, 
beaded by P/i/lonax their King, were on the Fron- 
tiers of Attica. This obliged him to quit Euboea, 
and to go with all the Di (patch imaginable to re- 
*»eve his Country. The Lacedemonian Army bc- 



ing reared, he returned againft the Rebels, arid 
again fubjected all the Cities of hubaa lo the 
Athenians. 

Being rcturn'd from this Expedition, a Truce lor 
thirty Years was concluded between the Athenians 
and Lacedamonians , w hich reftorcd 1 hingfc (.0 tran- 
quillity for the prefent : Buc as the Rout or the 
Evil remained, and the Jealoufy and Lnmity of 
the two Nations was not extinguiih'd, this Calm 
was not of long Duration. 

Six Years after, the Athenians took up Arms 
againft Santos, in Favour of Afilctui ; Thefe two 
Powers were coua^Ling for the Lity of Priene> 
to which each claim'd ^Poffeilion j and ic is pre- 
tended, that Pericles kindled this War co pleafe a 
famous Curcezan, with whom he was very much 
fmicten 5 her Name was Afpafta, and ihe was a Naci ve 
of Mi Ictus, in the Courfe of this War, after fe- 
veral Events, and various Battles had been fought, 
with various Succefs, Pericles befieged the Capital 
of the ffland of Samos \ and it is faid, that this 
was the firft Time he emp!o)'d military Engines, 
fuch as Battering-rams and 7 cftudi?ie<, invented by 
Attemon the Engineer, who was lame, and there- 
fore was always carried in a Chair to the Batteries, 
whence he was firnam'd Peripboretus : The Ufe of 
thefe Machines, however, had been long known 
in the Eaft. The Confequence of this Siege was, 
that the Samians, after fuftaining it nine Months, 
furrender'd j u P on which Pericles raz'd their 
Walls, difpoffefied them of their Ships, and de- 
manded immenfe Sums to defray the Expences of 
the War $ Part of which they paid down, agreed 
to disburfe the reft within a certain Time, giving 
Hoftages, by way of Security, for the fame. 

After the Reduction of Samos, Pericles being 
returned to Athens, buried, in a fplendid Manner, 
all who had loft their Lives in this War; and 
himfelf fpoke the funeral Oration over their Graves. 
This Cuftom, which he rlrft introduced, was af- 
terwards obferved very regularly. The Senate of 
the Areopagus always appointed the Orator on thefe 
Occafions. He was chofen, ten ^ears after, to 
perform the like Ceremony in the Beginning of 
the P eloponnejian War. 

Pericles, who forefaw that a Rupture would 
foon break out between the Athenians and Laceda- 
monians, advifed the former to fend Relief to the 
People of Corcyra, whom the Corinthians had in- 
vaded ; and to gain over to their Intcrcit that 
Ifland, which was very formidable at Sea ; fore- 
celling them, that they would be attacked by the 
Peloponne/rans. The Quarrel between the People ot 
Corcyra and thofe of Corinth, gave Rife to this 
War, which is one of the moft considerable Events 
in the Grecian Hirlory. 

The Occafion of the Quarrel between Corey/ a, 
and Corinth, was as follows. Epidammtm, called 
afterwards 1 Dyrachium, a maritime City of Mace- 
donia, amonfj the 'l auiantii \ was a Colony of Cot - 

cyrans, and founded by Phallus of Corinth. This 
City, growing, in Time, very large and popu- 
lous Divisions arofe in it, and the common People 
drove out the moft wealthy Inhabitants, who went 
over to the neighbouring Nations, and inlcfted 
them greatly with their Incurfions. In this Ex- 
tremity, they lirft had Kccourfe to the Corey ram, 
and being; refufed by them, they add relied the 
Corinthians, who took them under their Protec- 
tion; lent them Succours, and fettled other Inha- 
bitants 
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bitants therein : But they did not continue long 
unmolefted there, the Corey vans belieging them 
with a large Fleet; upon which, the People of 
Corinth haftned to their Ailiftance > but, having 
been defeated at Sea, the City furrendred that very 
Day, upon Condition, that the Foreigners ihould 
be blaves, and the Corinthians Prifoners, till far- 
ther Orders. The Corcyrans raifed a Trophy, 
murther'd all their Prifoners, except the Corinthi- 
ans , and laid walk the whole Country. 

The Year after this Battle, the Corinthians 
rais'd a greater Army than the former* and fitted 
out a new Fleet ; upon which, the People of Cor- 
rinding it would be impoilible for them to 
Head, fingly, againlt luch powerful Ene- 
fent to the Athenians, to defire their Aili- 
The Treaty'of Peace, concluded between 
feveral Nations ot'Greece, left fuch Grecian Cities, 
as had not yet declared themfelves, the Liberty 
of joining with whom they pleas'd, or of Hand- 
ing neuter. This the Corey rans had hitherto 
done; judging it their Intereft not to join with 
any one, and fo had, hitherto, been without Al- 
lies* But, upon this Occafion, they fent a Depu- 
tation for that Purpofe to Athens $ which the Co- 
rinthians hearing, they alfo fent Deputies. 

The A Hair was debated with great Warmth in 
Prefence of the People, who heard the Reafons 
on both Sides; and it was twice put to the Vote in 
the Airembly. The Athenians declar'd the firft 
Time in Favour of the Corinthians ; but afterwards 
changing their Opinion (doubtlefs, on the Re- 
monitrance of Pericles) they made an Alliance 
with the Corcyrans. However, they did not go 
fo far, as to conclude a League oflenfive and de- 
feniive with them (for, they could not declare 
War againft Corinth, without falling out at the 
fame Time with all Peloponnefus) but only agreed 
to give each other mutually Relief, in Cafe they 
fhould be attack'd, either personally, or in their 
Allies. Their real De/ign was, to let thefe two 
Nations, who were very powerful by Sea, at Va- 
riance ; and, after each mould have exhaufted the 
other, by a tedious War, to fall upon the weakeft 
themfelves : For, at that Time, there were but 
three States in Greece, who pofTefled powerful 
Fleets; and thefe were, Athens, Corinth, and Cor- 
(yra. They alfo had a Defign on Italy, and Si- 
cily ; which, their taking the Ifland of Corcyra^ 
would have promoted very much. 

On this Plan they concluded an Alliance with 
the Corcyrans, and accordingly, fent them ten 
Gallies; but with an Order tor them not to en- 
gage the Corinthians, uniefs they fhould firft in- 
vade the Ifland of Corcyra, or lome other Place 
belonging to their Allies : This Precaution was 
us'd, in order that the Articles of the Truce might 
not be infringed. 

But it was very difficult to obey thefe Orders: 
A Battle was fought between the Corcyrans and 
rhe Corinthians, near the Ifland of Sibotis, oppo- 
site to Corcyra : And it was one of the mofr, con- 
fiderable Engagements, with Regard to the Num- 
ber of Ships, that was ever fought between the 
(jreih. The Advantage was prettv equal on both 
Sides. About the Find of the Battle, as Night was 
drawing on, twenty Athenian Gallics came up. 
The Corey ram, with thisReinforcement, faii\J, by 
Break of Day, towards the Port of Sibotis, whi- 
ther the Corinthians had retired, to fee if they 



would venture a fecond Combat. However, the 
latter contented themfelves with failing away j ri 
Order of Battle, without fighting. Both Parties 
erecled a Trophy in the ifland of Sibotis, each 
afcribing the Victory to themfelves. 

From this War arofe another, which occafion'd 
an open Rupture between the Athenians and Co- 
rinthians j and afterwards caus'd the War of Pe- 
loponnefus : 'Totidaa, a City of Macedonia, was a 
Colony belonging to the Corinthians, who fent 
Magiitrates thither annually j but it was depen- 
dant, at that Time, on Athens, and paid Tribute 
to it. The Athenians fearing this City would rife, 
and prevail with the Reft of the Thracian. Allies 
to join in their Rebellion ; commanded the In- 
habitants to demolifli their Walls on chat Side 
lying towards Pa Icne ; to give up Hoftagcs to 
them, as Sureties for their Fidelity ; and to fend 
away the Magiftrates which Corinth had appointed 
over them. Demands of fo unjuft a Nature only 
fomented the Infurredtion : The Potidaans declar'd 
a^ainft the Athenians, and feveral neighbouring 
Cities follow'd their Example : And now Athens 
and Corinth took up Arms feverally, and fent 
Forces thither. 

The two Armies fought near Totidaa, and that 
of the Athenians gain'd the Victory. A/ci blades, 
who was then very young, and Socrates his Maf- 
ter, fignaliz'd themfelves on this Occafion. It is 
fomething very lingular, to fee a Philofopher put 
on his Coat or Mail j as well as to conlider his 
Behaviour, and Conduct in a Battle. There was 
not a Soldier in the whole Army, who fo refolutely 
fupported all the Toils and Fatigues of the Cam- 
paign, as Socrates. Hunger, Thirft, and Cold, 
were Enemies he had long accuftom'd himfelf , 
to trample under Foot. Thrace, the Scene of this / 
Expedition, was a frozen Region. Whilft the 
other Warriors, cover'd with thick Cloaths, and 
warm Furs, lay clofe in their Tents, and fcarce 
ever dar'd to ftir out of them ; Socrates ufed to 
go into the open Air, as thin clad as ufual, 
and bare-footed. His 'Gaiety, and fmart Sayings, 
were the Life of all Tables j and invited others 
to puiji round the Glafs chearfully $ though he 
himfelf never drank Wine to Excefs. 

When the Armies engag'd, he perform'd his 
Duty to a Miracle : A Icib jades having been thrown 
from his Horfe, and wounded, Socrates flew to 
him, cover'd him, as with a Shield ; and, in Sight 
of the whole Army, prevented him and his Arms 
from being taken by the Enemy. The F. " ».e of 
Valour was juftly due to Socrates ; but, as the 
Generals feem'd inclin'd to decree it Co Akibi ti- 
des, on Account of his illuftrious Birth ; Socrates, 
who only fought for Opportunities, to inflame 
him with the JDefire of true Glory, contributed 
more than any other Perfon, by the noble Elogium 
he made on his Courage, to caufe the Crown, and 
com pleat Suit of Armour (which was the Prize of 
Valour) to be decreed to that young; Warrior. 

Notwithftanding the Lofs which the Corinthians 
had fuftain'd in the Battle, the Inhabitants of Po- 
tidiea refus'd, as obftinately as ever, to obey the 
Orders which had been fent them ; wherefore, 
Siege was laid to their City. The Corinthians, 
fearing to lofe a Place of lo much Importance, 
nddrefs'd their Allies, in the rtrongeft Term-; 



when all of them, in Conjunction, fent a Deputa- 
tion taeeda'nwn, to prefer their Complaints again it 
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the Athenians, as h iving infringed the Articles of 
Peace. 

The Lacedemonians admitted them to Audience 
In one of their ordinary AfTemblies. The JEgi- 
n ata, although very much difgu lied at the Athe- 
nians, did not fend a Deputation pubiickly thi- 
ther, for Fear of giving Umbrage to a Republick 
to whom they were fubjeft, but then they acled 
clandeftinely as ftrenuoufly as the Reft. The 
Megarenfes complain'd vehemently againft the A- 
thenians, inafmuch as they (contrary to the Law 
of Nations, and in Prejudice of the Treaty con- 
cluded between the Greeks) had prohibited them, 
by a publick Decree, Accefs to their Fairs and 
Markets, and excluded them from all the Ports 
where they commanded. By this Decree, accor- 
ding to Plutarch, the Athenians declared an eter- 
nal and irreconcilable Hatred againft Megara; 
and gave Orders, for putting all fuch Megare?ijes 
to Death, as fhould fet their Feet in Athens , and 
that all the Athenian Generals, when they took 
the ufual Oath, fhould fwear expre fly, that they 
would fend a Body of Soldiers twice a Year, to 
lay wafte the Territories of the Megarenfes. 

However, the chief Complaints were made by 
the Corinthian Ambaflador; who fpoke with the 
utmoft Strength and Freedom. He reprefented 
to the Laceaamonians, that, as they themfelves 
never fwerv'd from the moft inviolable Integrity, 
either in publick or private Tranfa£rions, they, 
for that very Reafon, were leis fufpicious of the 
Probity of others j and that their own Eafinefs 
of Temper, prevented their difcovering the Am- 
bition of their Enemies : That, inftead of flying, 
with the fwiftcft Activity, to meet Dancers and 
Calamities, they never attempted to remedy them, 
till they were quite opprefs'd : That, by their 
Indolence and Supinenefs, they had given the A- 
thmians an Opportunity of nfing by infenfible 
Degrees, and of attaining their prefent Pitch of 
Grandeur and Power j but that the Jthenians 
were quite different. 
(t That this aclive and vigilant People were 
never at Reft themfelves, nor would fufFer 
any other Nation to be fo. Empldy'd wholly 
in their Projects, they form fuch only as are 
of the greaceft and moft intrepid Kind ; their 
Deliberations are fpeedy, and they are fwifc in 
executing them. One Enterprize ferves them 
as a Step, by which they proceed to a fecond. 
Whether they are fuccefsful, or unfortunate, 
<c they take Advantage of every Thing ; and ne- 
** ver ftop in their Career, or are cmheartned. 
But you, who arc opprefs'd by fuch formidable 
Enemies, are lull'd afleep in a fatal Tranqui- 
lity; and do not reflect:, that a Man, who de- 
fires to live calm and eafy, rnuft not only for- 
bear injuring others, but alfo not let any 111 be 
done to himfclf; and that Juftice con hits, not 
only in forbearing to commit Evil, but like- 
wife, in preventing others from doing us any. 
Shall I be fo free as to fay it f Yourlntegrity 
is of too antique a Caft for the prefent Stacc of 
Affairs. \t j s ncceflary for Men, in Politicks, 
as well as in all other Things, to comply al- 
ways with the Times, When a People are at 
Peace, they may follow their ancient Maxims; 
but, when they are involv'd in a Variety of 
Difficulties, they mutt fearch for new Expedi- 
ents, and fet every Engine at work Co extri- 
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" cate themfelves. It was by thefe Arts, that 
" the /ithinians increas'd fo greatly their Power; 
Had you imitated their Activity, they would 
not have difpofiefs'd us of Corcjra, and would 
not now be laying Siege to Potidaa, Follow, 
at leaft, their Example on this Occafion 3 by 
ailifting the Potidaans, and the Reft of your 
Allies, as your Duty obliges you ; and do not 
force your Friends and Neighbours, by your 
forfaking them, to have Recourfe (meerly out 
of Def pair) to ocher Powers." 
The Athenian Embaflador, who was come to 
Sparta upon other Affairs, and was in the Alfem- 
bly, did not think it advifable to let this Speech 
o unanfwer'd. He put the Lacedaemonians in 
ind, of the frill recent Service, which the Re- 
publick, by which he was fent, had done to all 
Greece, which (he faid) merited fome Regard; 
and that, therefore, it ought not to be envy'd, 
much lefs Ihould Endeavours be us'd to lefTen its 
Power- That the Athenians could not be charged 
with having ufurp'd an Empire over Greece; fince 
it was merely at the Defire of their Allies, and, in 
fome Meafure, with the Confenc of Sparta, that 
they had been fore'd to lay hold of the abandoned 
Helm: That thofe -\ho murmur'd, did it without 
Grounds and only from the Aversion, which 
Mankind in general have to Dependance and Sub- 
jection, though of the gentleft, and moft equitable 
Kind : That he exhorted them to employ a fuf- 
ficient Time in deliberating, before they came to 
a Refolmion ; and not involve themfelves and all 
Greece in a War, which would neceflarily be at- 
tended with the moft fatal Confequences. That 
gentle Methods may be found, to end the Feuds 
and Divifions which arife among Allies, without 
breaking at once into open War. However, that 
the Athenians, in Cafe of an Invafion, would be 
able to op pofe Force to Force; and would pre- 
pare for a vigorous Defencej after having invok'd, 
againft Sparta, the Deities, who take Vengeance 
of thofe who forfwear themfelves, and who vio- 
late the Faith of Treaties. 

The Ambafladors being withdrawn, and the 
Affair debated, the Majority were for War. But, 
before it pafs'd into an A£t, Arckidamus, King of 
Sparta^ railing himfelf above thofe Prejudices and 
Paflions, which fo ftrongly byafs'd the Reft ; and 
directing his Views to Futurity, made a Speech, 
exhibiting, the dreadful Confequences of the War 
they were going to embark in ; took Notice of the> 
Strength ot the Athenians \ exhorted them firit to 
try gentle Methods, which they themfelves had 
firft feem'd to approve ; but to make, in the 
mean Time, the Preparations neceflary for carry- 
ing on fo important an Enterprize, and not be 
under any Apprehenfions, that their Moderation 
and Delays would be branded with the Name of 
Cowardice, fince their paft Actions fecur'd them 
from any Sufpicion. 

But, notwithstanding all thefe wife Expoftu- 
lations, a War was rclolv'd on ; upon which, the 
People cauti'd the Allies to come in again, and 
declared to them, that, in their Opinion, the A- 
thenians were the AggreiTors ; but that it would 
be proper, firft, to alfemble ail who were in the 
Alliance, in order that Peace or War might be 
agreed upon unaniinoufly. This Decree ot the 
Lacedaemonians was made the fourteenth Year or 
the Truce ; and was not owing lb oiuch to the 
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Complaints of the Allies, as to the Jealoufy which 
the Athenians created, having already iubje&ed a 
con fider able Part of Greece. 

Accordingly, the Allies were conven'd a fecond 
Time r They all gave theirVoces, in their feveral 
Turns, from the greatelt City to the leall ; and 
War was refolv'd on by a general Confent. How- 
ever, as they had not yet made any Preparations, 
it was judg'd advifable to begin them immedi- 
ately ; and while this was doing, in order to gain 
Time, and obferve ( fpecioully) the feveral For- 
malities, to fend Ambaiiadors to Atcens, arid make 

Complaints, on Account of the Violation of the 
Treaty. 

The firft who were fent thither, reviving an 
ancient Complaint, requir'd of the Athenians to 
drive trom their City, the Defendants of thofe 
who had profaned the Temple of Minerva, in the 
Afrair of Cylon. This Cylon feiVd on the Citadel 
ot Aslyns, above an hundred Years before. Thofe 
who follow'd him being befieged in it, and re- 
due'd to the Kxtreams of Famine, fled for Shelter 
to the Temple of Minerva ; u here they afterwards 
were taken our by Force, and cut in Pieces. Thofe 
who advis'u ihi<> Murder, were declar'd guilty of 



Impiety ana ^acnledge ; and, as fuch, fent into 
Baniihment : However, they were recall'd fome 
Time after. Ah Pet ides was of that Family, by 
the Mother's bide, the View of the Lacedemoni- 
ans, in their making this Demand, was, either to 
procure the Banifliment, or letfen the Authority, 
of that illulirious Athenian. However, it was not 
compiy'd with. The fecond Ambatiadors requir'd, 
to have the bicge of Potidaa rais'd * to have thofe 
or sEgina fee at Liberty ; and, above ail, to have 



exifting Caufes of the Envy which attack'd hin 
The Circumftance which they could leaft for. 
give in him was, his having reprefented to'th c 
Life (in the Battle of the Amazons, engrav'd or- 
the Shield of the Goddefs) his own Perfon, and 
that of Pericles : And, by an imperceptible Arr 
he had fo blended and incorporated thefe Figures 
with the whole Work, that it was impoflibleto 
eraze them, without disfiguring and taking to 
Pieces the whole Statue. Phidias was, therefore 
dragg'd to Prifon, where he came to his End' 
either by the common Courfe of Nature, or by 
Poifon. Other Authors fay, chat he was only 
banifh'd j and that, after his Exile, he caft the 
famous Statue of Jupiter ftanding in Olympia. k 
is not poilible to excufe, in any Manner, the In- 
gratitude of the Athenians, in thus making a Pri- 
on, or Death, the Reward of a Matter- Piece of 
Art 5 nor their exceffive Rigour, it punilhing, as 
a capital Crime, an Aclion that appears innocent 
in itfclf; or which, to make the worfl: of it, was 
a Vanitv very pardonable in fo great an Artift. 
m Afpajia, a Native of Mi Ictus, in Ajta, had fettled 
in Athens, where fhe was become very famou:- 
not fo much for the Charms of her Perfon, as for 



her fprighdy Wit and Judgment, and her great 
Knowledge. All the illuftrious iMen in the City 
thought it an Honour to frequent her Houfe. So- 
crates himfelf us'd to vifit her conftantly j and 
was not afham'd co pafs for her Pupil, and own 
it was flic who had taught him Rhescrick. Pe- 
ricles declar'd alfo, that he was obliged tojfpafia 
for his Eloquence, which fo greatly difringuifli'd 
him in Athens ; and, that it was from her Conver- 
n r ^ j - : ^\—~r fation he had imbib'd the Principles of the Art of 

if "', enafttd .gainft the Megarenfes, re- Politicks; flie being exceedingly well versS in 
peal d ; declaring, that otherwife it would be im- the Maxims of Government. 7 

Their Intimacy was owing to ftill ftronger Mo- 
tives : Pericles did not love his Wife j fo that he 



poiublc to bring about an Accommodation. In 
Ihort, a third AmbalTador came, who took no 
Notice of any of thefe Particulars, but only faid, 
that the Lacedemonians were for Peace ; but that 
this could never be, except the Athenians would 
ceafe to infringe the Liberties of the other States 
or (j recce. 

Pericles oppob'd all thefe Demands with great 
Vigour, and efpeciaily that relating to the Me- 
garenjts. He had great Credit in Athens', and at 
the lame Time had many Enemies. 1 hefe not 
daring to attack him at firft perfonally, they 
profecuted his molt intimate Friends, and thofe 
tor \\ horn he had the greatelt Ellcem, as Phidias, 
Ajpafta and Anaxagoras ; and their Defign in this 
was, to found how the People irood affefted to- 
wards Pericles himfelf. 

Phidias was afcub'd of having embezzled con- 
ndcrabJe burns in calling the Statue of Minerva, 
which was his Maiter-Piece. The Profecution 
having been carrj'd on, according to the ufual 
formalities, before the A/fembly of the People 
not a hnglc Proof oi this pietendcd Embezzle- 
ment .was made good : For, that Artiir, from the 



gave her up very freely to another Man; and 
lupply'd her Place with Afpafia, whom he lov'd 
to Dilrraftion, though greatly fully'd in her Re- 
putation, with Regard to Modefty. Afpafia was, 
therefore, accus'cl of Impiety, and a diflblutc 
Conduct} and it was with the utmoft Difficulty 
that Pericles fav'd her, by his Jntreaties, and by 
the Companion he rais'd in the Judges., having 
fhed a Flood of Tears on that Occafion, a Weak- 
nefs altogether unworthy his Charaaer, and the 
Rank he bore ; which was that of fupream Head 
of the molt powerful State of Greece. 

A Decree had been enacted, by which Infor- 
mations were order'd to be taken out againir all 
fuch Perfons, as did not allow the feveral Parri- 

and 



cuiars aferib'd to the Miniftryof the God, , u« 
all fuch Phiiofophera as taught Doctrines rhoughc 
injurious to the eftabli/h'd Religion. The Scope 
and Aim of this Decree was, to raife a Sufpicion 
ol Pericles, with Regard to thefe Matters; becaufe 
Anaxagoras had been his Matter. This Philofo- 

hrlt fectim/ a hm7, rh ir sr-Tr",', ~'u V'C"\""*"\ V w P her i tau g hc * that one only Intelligence had difin- 
of AS "J b T\ h : l {: b Y ^ Advice tangled the Chaos, and difpo 8 >d the Univerfe in 

° ' ■ h ^Manni rh ^.r r T "'nl ° f ^ ch ^utiful Order in ivhichwc now fee it; which 

eth'd h h . m ' g . :l u bc / :,ken Ccndcd dircftl y to *PW«acc the Gods of the Pa- 
S ir P accor i^ ^ bid go* Syfttm. Hereupon, Pericles, thinking it 
lers do w Pa-fence ot all the Spcftaton. would be imjpoifible for him to fave the VhiTofo- 

phcr's Life, fent him out of the City to a Place 
of Safety. 

The Enemies of 'Pericles, feeing that the People 
approval, and received with Pleafure thefe feve- 
ral 



Gold in i uch a * ' - 1 - *" 

oil", and \v 

BwPbtd,M hadVi/iindrcsagaintt him, the Truth 
ofwhofcH.vider.cc he could not difputc, anymore 

than he could lhflc their Voice ; and chelc were 

the l ame and Beauty of hiu Works, the ever- 
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ral Informations, impeach'd that great Man him- 
ielf> and charged him with embezzling the pub- 
lick Money, during his Ad mi nitration. Here- 
upon? a Decree was made, ordering Pericles to 
give in immediately his Accompts; and enabling 
farther, thac he fhould be indicted, as having 
opprefs'd and defrauded the Publick; and that 
the Crime fhould be judg'd by fifteen hundred 
Pcrfons. Pericles had no real Caufe of Fear, be- 
caufe, in his Adminilrration, he had acted with 
the utmoft LFprightnefs, efpecially with Regard 
to the Finances : Neverthelefs, he could not but 
be under fome Apprehenfions from the 111-WjJI 
of the People* when he conlidcr'd cheir great 
Ficklenefs and Inconftancy. 

Whilft this was in Agitation, one Day, when 
Alcibiades, then very young, went Co vi/ic Pericles, 
he was told, that he was not to be fpoke with; 
becaufe of fome Affairs of prodigious Confequence 
he was then engaged in : Alcibi tides enquiring 
what thefe mighty Affairs were, he was anlwer'd, 
chat 'Pericles was. preparing to give in his Ac- 
compts. He Ought rather (fays Alcibiades) to con- 
trive how (;o avoid giving them in at alL This 
is what Pericles at laft refolv'd on. To lay the 
Storm, he made a Refolucion, no longer to oppofe 
the inclination, the People difcover'd for the Pe- 
loponnejtan Warj Preparations for which had been 
long carrying on j firmly perluaded, thac this 
would foon lilcnce all Complaints againft him 5 
that Envy would yield to a more powerful Mo- 
rive; and that the Citizens, when in fuch immi- 
nent Danger, would not fail of throwing them- 
felves into his Arms, and fubmit implicitly to his 
Conduct, becaufe of his great Power, and the 
exalted Reputation he enjoy'd. 

This is what fome Hiltorians have related j and 
the Comic Poets, in the Life-Time, and under the 
Eye, as it were, of Pericles, fpread fuch a Re- 
port in publick 5 to fully, if poiliblc, his Reputa- 
tion and Merit, which rais'd the Envy and En- 
mity of many. Plutarch, on this Occafion, makes 
a Reflection, which may be of great Service, noc 
only to thofe who prcudc at the Helm of State- 
Affairs, but to all Sorts of Perlons j as well as of 
Advantage in the common Affairs of Life. He 
thinks it lrrange, when Actions are good in them- 
lelves, and are, outwardly, laudable in all Re- 
spects; that Men, purely to difcredic illultrious 
Pcrfonages, fhovild fearch into their Hearts ; and 
from a bpirit of the darkeft and moil abject Ma- 
hce, lltould aferibe fuch Views and Intentions, 
they pollibly never dreamt of. And he wilhes. 
the contrary, when the Motive is obfeure, and 



abovemention'd. Ac laft, the A flair was debated 
in the AflfembJy of the People, and ic was refolv'd, 
they fhould flrir give their Votes jointly on each 
of the Articles, before they gave a polirivc A;i- 
fwer. 1 he Opinions, as is ufual in thefe Cafes, 
were divided j and fome were tor abolilhirvg the 
Decree enacted againlt AJcgara, which feem'd to 
be the chief Obstacle to the Peace. 

On this Occafi-m, Pet idles fpoke wi th the ut- 
moft Force of Eloquence ; which, his View co the 
publick Welfare, and the Honour of hi.s Co.intrry, 
inrlam'd, and made more criumphanr rhian ever. 
He fhew'd, in che firft Place, that the Decree re- 
lating to Mtgara, on which the grearelt Strefs way 
laid, ^ was not of fo little Coniecjuence as thev 
imagin'd. That the Demand made by the Laci- 
damonians on this Occafion, was done merely to 
found the Difpofitions of che Athenians, and try 
whether ic would be poifible to frighten them out 
of their Del ign ; that, fhould they recede on this 
Occafion, it would betray a Fear and Weakncfs : 
That the Affair was of no lefs Importance, than 
giving up to the Lacedamonians the fcmpire, which 
the Athenians had poffeffed during fo many Years, 
by their Courage and Refolution. 

He added, that, fhould the Athenians fubmit 
on this Occafion, the Lacedemonians would invr 
mediately prefcribe new La -us to them, as to a 
People who were feiz'd with Dread : Whereas, if 
they made but a ftout Refinance, their Opponents 
would be obliged to treat them, at kafr, on the 
Foot of Equals : That, with Regard to the pre- 
fent Contents, Arbiters might be chofen, in oider 
to adjuft them in an amicable Way ; but that it 
did not become the Lacedamomans, to command 
the Athenians in a magifterial Tone, to qnic Po- 
tidaai free JEgina, and revoke the Decree relating 
to Alegar a : That fuch an imperious Behaviour 
was directly contrary to the Treaty, which de- 
cJar'd in exprefs Terms : That, fhould any Di, rates 
arife among the Allies, they Jkould be decided by 
pacifick. Methods, ANi 1 WITHOUT AX i' Pa k T Y \S 

BEING OBLIGED TO C 1 V !■ L r P THE J.S.AsT 

Portion of what he poss Ea>> e n : That 

the fuicfr. Way to prevent a Government from 
being eternally conceiting i:s Polfclfions, is to 



r '\e fame Action may be confidcr'd in different 
l-'^Iu:., that" Men would always view ic in the 
"vvii favourable ol" the two, and incline to judge 
"u.diilly of it. b 

Accordingly, he applies this Maxim to the 
e P onfi vvhich had been spread concerning Pericles ; 
chough he had kindled the Pelopom//an War, 
«iCTcly out of ieif-intcrclred Views ; whereas, che 
whole Tenor of his pa it Condutt, ought to have 
"wde it concluded, thac ic was wholly from Rea- 
]\ m J' 1 State, and for che Good of che Publick, 
™ he had at laifc acquiefeed with this Opinion, 
Which he had hitherto oppofed. 

U hillh this All air was carrying on at Athens, 
,u l -f^emoniam lent fcvcral ftmba flies thither, 
"w aiter another, to make the various Demands 



take up Arms, and difpuce its Rights Sword in 
Hand'; that the Athenians had jult Reafon to be- 
lieve they would gain their Caufe this Wav. 

Then to give them a lr longer Idea of this 
Truth, he exhibited to them in the mofr pom- 
pous Light, the prefent State of Athens, giving; a 
very particular Account of its Treafu re, its Re- 
venues, Fleets, Land, as well ;?s Sea- Forces, and 
thofe of its Allies j com raiting thefe fevera! ] hings 
with the Poverty of the Lacedemonians, who ( he 
fa id) had no Money, which is che Sinews of Mar, 
not to mention the poor Condition of their Navy, 
on which they moft depended. And indeed, ic 
appeared, by theTreafury, thac the Athenians had 
brought from Delos to their City, nine choufand 
fix hundred Talents, which made near two Milli- 
ons Sterling. The annual Contribution of the 
Allies amounted to four hundred and lixty Talents 
of Silver; which is about a hundred "and fifty 
thoufand Pounds. 

He likewife reprefented, that, in Cafes of Ne- 
ceflity, the Athenian* would find infinite Re Iburces 
from the Ornaments of the Temples, fincc thofe 
of rhe Statue of Minerva only, amounted to fifty 

laletus 
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Talents of Gold, which is about fifty thoufand 
Pounds ; that might be taken away from the Sta- 
tue, without injuring it in any Manner; and be 
afterwards fix'd on again in more aufpiciousTimes: 
With Regard to the Land-Forces, they amounted 
to very near thirty thoufand Men, and the Fleet 
con flit ed of three hundred Gallies. 

Above all, he advifed them not to venture a 
Battle, in their own Country, againft the Pelopo- 
ne/tans, whofe Troops were luperior in Number co 
theirs : Not to value the Havock which might be 
made on their Lands, fince thefe might eafily be 
reftor'd to their former Condition Dut confider, 
as greatly important, the Death of their Men, 
this being an irretrievable Lofs : To confine all 
their Politicks in defending their City, and pre- 
ferving the Empire of the beas; which would 
certainly, one Day, give them the Superiority 
over their Enemies, 

In ftiort, he laid down the Plan for carrying on 
the War, not for a fingle Campaign, but during 
the whole Time it might laft ; and exhibited to 
them the Evils, which would, very probably, 
come upon them, mould they deviate from his 
Plan. After adding other Confiderations, taken 
from the Genius or Character, and Civil Govern- 
ment, of the two Republicks ; one uncertain, and 
fluctuating in its Deliberations, and rendred ftill 
flower in the Execution, from its being obliged 
to wait for the Confent of the Allies > the other 



fpeedy, determinate, independent, and Miftrefa 
ot its Refolutions j which is no indifferent Cir- 
cumftance, with Regard to the Succefs of Enter- 
prizes, Pericles ended his Speech, and gave his 
Opinion, as follows : «* We have no more to do, 
" but difmifs the Embaifedors; and give them 
t€ this Anfwer; that we permit thofe of Megara 
" to trade with Athens, upon Condition, that the 
€€ Lacedamonians fhall not prohibit either us, or 
tc onr Allies, their Commerce. With Regard to 
t€ the Cities of Greece, we will leave thofe'free, 
' c who enjoy'd their Liberty, at the Time of our 
" Agreement ; provided they will do the fame, 
tc with Regard to thofe who are dependent on 
" them. We do not refufe to fubmit the Decifion 
** of our Duties to Arbiters, and will not firft 
" begin the War : But, in Cafe of an fnvafion, 
" we will make a brave and refolute Defence.'" 
Accordingly, the Embaifadors were anfwer'd, as 
Pericles had dictated- They return 'd home, and 
never came again to Athens ; foon after which 
the Veloponejian War broke out. 

But, before we enter upon the Account thereof, 
it may be proper to relate, in few Words, the 
moft confiderableTranfa&ions, which had happen'd 
in Magna Gracia, or the Greater Greece, till the 
Time we are now writing on; whether in Sicily, 
or that Part of Laly, which was comprehended, 
together with that Ifland, under the Name of the 
Greater Greece, 



CHAP. IX. 

The 'Carthaginians defeated by the Sicilian Greeks ; The Hiflory of Gelon, the Tyrant of 
Syracuse; His Equity, Sincerity, and Punctuality, in keeping his Promifes • The Hiflory 
of his Brother Hiero ; A noble Saying of that Prince ; The uncommon Integrity, ami 
Jfuflice of Micythus ; The Hiflory of Thrafybulus, Brother to Gelon, and Hiero ; 
vubo is dejtofed for his Tyranny ; The Hiflory of Deucetius ; Of the moft famous Per* 
fons and Cities in Sicily, and that Part of Italy, comprehended under the Name of 
the Greater Greece. 



WE have already obferv'd, that Xerxes, 
whofe Defigns tended to no lefs than the 
total Extirpation of the Greets, had pre- 
vailV] with the Carthaginians to wage War againft 
the Pi-ople of Sicily. They landed in it an Army 
of above three hundred thoufand Men, and fent 
thither a Fleet of two thoufand Ships, with up- 
wards of three thoufand Vcflels for the Baggage; 
and Hamilcar* the ableft of the Carthaginian 
Generals, at that Time, was appointed to have 
the Direction of this Expedition: However, the 
Succefs was not anfwerablc to thefe mighty Pre- 
arations ; the Carthaginians were entirely defeated 
Gelon, or Gclo, who, at that Time, had the 
chief Authority in Syracufe. 

This Gelon was born in Gela, a City of Sicily t 
fituated on the Southern Coaft between Agrtgen- 
turn and Ca marina j and thence he, perhaps, re- 
ceived his Name. He had greatly fignaliz'cl him- 
fclf in the Wars, which Hippocrates, Tyrant of 



Gtla, carry'd on againft the neighbouring Powers; 
moft of whom he fubdued, and had like to have 
taken Syracufe. After the Death of Hippocratu* 
Gelon, upon Pretence of defending the Righ^ 
and Pofleflions of the Tyrant's Children, took up 
Arms againft his Fellow- Citizens ; and, having 
overcome them in a Battle, feiz'd upon the M' 
thority in his own Name. Some Time after, he 
pofleUed himfelf alfo of Syracufe ; by the AflW" 
a nee of fomc Exiles, whom he had recalled into 
i ; and who had engaged the Populace to open 
the Gates of that City to him. He then g'^ c 
Gela to Hiero, his Brother, and bent hid whok 
Endeavours to extend the Limits of the Emp llX 
of Syracufe ; and rofe to great Power in a ihoft 
Time, 

We may form a Judgment of this, from the 

Inch he offl-r'd the Grecian Embnflad° rs ' 

pan, 



Army wh 



who came to defire his Afliftance againft the J 
of Vvrfia i and by the Demand he infilled u 
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viz* o( being appoinccd Gcneraliilimo of all their 
forces; which, however, they rcfus'd. The Fear 
he was in at that Time, of being foon invaded 
by the Carthaginians, was the chief Occafion of 
his not a flitting the Greeks, He was extreamly 
politick in his Condudt, infomuch, that, when 
News was brought him, that Xerxes had crofTed 
the Hellespont, he fent a t rutty Perfon with rich 
Prefentsj with Orders for him to wait the I flue of 
the firtt Battle ; and, in Cafe Xerxes Ihould be 
victorious, to pay Homage to him, in his Name; 
othcrwife to bring back the Money : We now re- 
turn to the Carthaginians. 

They were landed in Sicily, at the earned Sol- 
licitations of Terillus, who had been Tyrant of 
Himera, but depos'd by T heron, another Tyrant, 
who reign'd at dgrigentum. The Family of the 
latter was one of the moft illuftrious of all Greece j 
he being defcended, in a direct Line, from Cad- 
mus. He marry'd into the Family, which, at that 
Time, fway'd the Scepter of Syracufe; and which 
confifted of four Brothers, Gelon % Hiero, Polyzelus, 
and Thrafybulus. He marry'd his Daughter to 
the firft, and himfelf took to Wife the Daughter 
of the third. 

To return to the Carthaginians, Hamilcar ha- 
ving landed at Pernor mus (now 'Palermo') began, 
by laying Siege to Himera : Whereupon, Gelon 
haften'd, with a great Army, to the Relief of his 
Father-in-Law ; when uniting, they defeated the 
Carthaginians, and gain'd the moft compleat 
Vi&ory, that perhaps, was ever won. 

The Battle was fought the fame Day with the 
Engagement of Thtrmopyla ; and one remarkable 
Circumftance in the Conditions of Peace, which 
Gelon prefcrib'd the Conquer'd, was, that they 
Ihould ceafe to facrifice their Children to the God 
Saturn ; which fhews, at the fame Time, the 
Cruelty of the Carthaginians, and the Piety of 
Gelon. 

The Spoils gain'd, on this Occafion, were of an 
immenfe Value; Gelon allotted the greatett Part 
of them for the Ornament of the Temples in 
Syracufe. He alfo took a numberlefs Multitude 
of Prifoners. Thofe he fhar'd, with the utmoft 
Equity, with his /lilies, who employ'd them, 
after putting Irons on their Feet, in cultivating 
their Lauds, and building magnificent Edifices, 
both for the Ornament, and Advantage of their 
Cities. Several of the Citizens of dgrigentum had 
five hundred for their own Share. 

Gelon, after fo glorious a Victory, was fo far 
from growing prouder, that he oehav'd with 



greater Affability and Humanity than ever, to- 
wards the Citizens, and his Allies. Being returned 
from the Campaign, he conven'd the Afiembly of 
the Syracufans, who were ordcr'd to come arm'd 
into it. However, he himfelf went thither un- 
arm'd ; declared to the Affembly every Step of 
his Conduct ; the Ufes to which he had apply'd 
the feveral Sums with which he had been intrud- 
ed, and in what Manner he had employ'd his 
Authority ; adding, that, if they had any Com- 
plaints to make againtt him, his Perfon and Life 
were at their Difpofal. 

All the Peoph" (truck with fo unexpected a 
Speech, and lb 11 m.)re with the unufual Confi- 
dence he reposVl in them, anfwer'd by Acclama- 
tions of Joy, Praife, and Gratitude ; and imme- 
diately, v\iih one Coufcnt, in veiled him with the 



fupremc Authority, and the Title of King. And, 
to preferve to lateft PoLterity, the Remembrance 
of Ge/on's memorable Action, in coming into the 
Aflembly, and putting his Life into the Hands 
of the Syracufans, they erected a Statue to his 
Honour, representing him in the Habit of a pri- 
vate Citizen. 

This Statue, afterwards, met with a very An- 
gular Fate, and worthy of the Motives which had 
occafion'd its fetting up. Timo/eon, above a hun- 
dred and thirty Years after, having reitored the 
Syracufans to their Liberty, thought it advifable, 
in order to eraze from thence the leaft Footiteps 
of the tyrannical Government; and, at the fame 
Time, to affift the Wants of the Pe< 



ople ; to fell 
publickly all the Statues of thofe Princes and Ty- 
rants* who had govern'd it till that Time. Hut 
firft, he brought them to a Trial, as fo many 
Criminals ; hearing the Depofitioi.s and Witneffes 
of each. They were all condemn'd with one Voice, 
the Statue of Gelon excepted, which found an elo- 
quent Advocate and Defender, in the ftrong and 
fincere Gratitude* which the Citizens ente tain'd 
for that great Man, w hofe Virtue they revered, as 
if he had ttill been living. 

The Syracufans had no Caufe to repent their 
having intruded Gelon with the fupreme Power 
and Authority : It did not, indeed, heighten the 
Zeal with which he had always been fired for 
their Welfare, fince that would hardly admit of 
Addition, but then it enabled him to do them 
more important Service : For, by a Change, till 
then unheard of, and the like of which Tacitus 
never met with but in Vefpafian, he was the firlfc 
Man, who became more virtuous, by his Enjoy- 
ment of the Royal Authority. He made upwards 
of ten thoufand Foreigners, who had ferv'd under 
him, Denizons. His Views were, to people the 
Capital, to increafe the Power of the State, to 
reward the Services of his brave and faithful Sol- 
diers j and to attach them more ftrongly to Syra- 
cufe, from the Remembrance of the advantageous 
Settlement which he had procur'd them, by be- 
ing incorporated with the Citizens. 

He was particularly famous for his inviolable 
Sincerity 5 bisTruth and Fidelity, in keeping his 
Promifes; a Quality very eifential to a Prince, 
which alone is capaMe of gaining him the Love, 
and Confidence, of his Subjects, and of Foreign- 
ers ; and ought to be confider'd as the Ban's or all 
juft Politicks, and good Government. Wanting 
Money, to carry on an Expedition he meditated, 
(and which, very probably, was before he had 
triumph'd over the Carthaginians) he addrefs'd 
the People, in order to obtain a Contribution 
from them : But, finding the Syracufans unwilling 
to be at that Expcncc, he told them, that he ask'd 
nothing but a Loan ; and that he would engage 
himfelf to pay it, as foon as the War Ihould be 
ended. Thereupon, he was foon furnilh'd with 
the Sums he wanted; and he repaid them at the 
Time agreed on. How happy is that Govern- 
ment, where fuch Juftice and Equity are exercis'df 
And how millaken are thofe Miniftera and Princes, 
who violate them in any Manner ! It were well, if 
fome modem Princes, who came by their Authority in 
a more legal Manner, afled with as much Jujhce, 
and Honoui , as this Tyrant, only in Name ! 

One of the chief Objects of his Attention, and 
in which hii Smceffor imitated him, was to make 
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the tilling of the Ground be look'd upon as an 
honourable Employ menu. It is well known how 

fruitful Sicily was in Corn 9 and the immenfe Re- 
venues might be produced from fo rich a boil, 
when indultrioufly cultivated. He animated the 
Husbandmen by his Prefence, and delighted in 
fome times appearing at their Head, in the fame 
Manner, as, on other Occafions, he had marched 
at the Head of Armies. 

His Intention, fays Plutarch, was not merely 
to make the Country rich and fruitful $ but alfo to 
cxcicife his Suhjetts, to accultom and inure them 
to Toils; and, by that Means, to prefer ve them 
from a thoufand Diforders, which inevitably fol- 
low a foft and indolent Life. There are few 
Maxims, in Pohci As, on which the Ancients have 
infilled more Wrongly, than on the tilling and cul- 
tivating their La-.ds; a manifefr. Proof of their 
great W'ifJom, and the profound Knowledge they 
had of thole Particulars which conftitute the Strength 

and folid Happinefs> of a State. 

Xcnophon, in a Dialogue upon Government, 
entitled JHicro, lhevvs, the great Advantage it 
would be to a btate, were the King ltudious to re- 
ward thole who lliould excel in Husbandry, and 
whatever relates to the cultivating of Lands* He 
fays the fame of War, Trade, and all the Arts ; 
on w hich Occasion, he adds, if Honours were paid 
to all thole who lhould diltinguifh themfelves in 
them, it would give Life and Motion to all Things 5 
would excite a noble and laudable Emulation a- 



Carcs of it, but a Zeal for the publick Welfare, 
and the fweet Satisfaction which refults from th e 
procuring Happincfs to Millions of Men: In a 
Word, he confider'd the kingly Office aa an En- 
gagement, and a Means to procure the Felicity 
of infinite Numbers. 

he banilh'd from it Pomp, O Mentation, Licen- 
tioufnefs, and the committing hvil with Impunity • 
infomuch that he feem'd not to govern fo much 
himfelf, as to content himfelf with fuffering the 
Laws to rule. He never made his Inferiours feel 
that he was their Matter, but only inculcated to 
them that both ought to yield to Reafon and Ju- 
itice. To make himfelf obey'd, he employ 'd no 
other Methods but Perfuafion and a good Exam- 
ple, which are the Weapons of Virtue, and are 
alone capable of procuring a fincere and uninter- 
rupted Obedience. 

A rever'd old Age 5 a Name, that form'd the 
Delight of his bubjecte ; a Reputation, equally dif- 
fufed within and w ichout his Kingdom ; thefe were 
the Fruits of that Wifdom, which was preferved 
on the Throne, to the laii Gafp. His Reign was 
fhort, and only juft Ihew'd him, as it were, to 
Sicily, to exhibit, in his Perfon, the Pattern of 3 

He left the World, after 

to the infinite 



mong the Citizens, and give Rife to a thoufand 
Inventions to perfect thole Arts. 

It does not appear that Gelon had been educated, 
in the fame Manner, as the Children of the Rich 
among the Greeks, who were taught Mufick, and 
the A t or playing on lnftruments, very carefully: 
Poilibly this was becaufe of his mean Birth, or 
rather, it was owing to his having no Inclination 

to Exercifes of that Nature. However that be, 
one Day at an Entertainment, when, according to 
the ufual Cuftom, a Harp was prefented to each 
of the Guefts ; when it was Gelon's Turn, inltead 
of touching the Instrument as the relt had done, 
he caufed his Horfe to be brought, mounted him 
with wonderful Agility and Grace; and fliew'cf, 
that he had learnt a nobler Exercife than playing 
on the Harp. 



After the Defeat of the Caithaginians in Sicily, 
the feveml Cities of chat Kland enjoy'd a profound 
Peace, ar.d Sjt jcuj'v efpecially was profperous and 
happy under the aufpicious Government of Gelon. 
He was not bom in Syiacufe, as we have already 
obfmtdj ai.d yet all rhe Inhabitants of that City, 
though extrcmJ) jealous of their Liberty, had 
forced him, as it were, to accept of the Diadem. 
Though an Alien, the fupreme Power went in 
Search of him j uninvited by any other Circum- 
fhince but his rare Merit. 

Gtlon was thoroughly acquainted with all the 
Dunes of the regal Office, as well as its great 
Weighr; and he accepted it in no other View but 
to do good to thole he /hould pre fide over. He 
thought the Scepter was put into his Hands, with 
no other Defign than for him to defend the State; 
to prefcrve Order in all Things j to protect Inno- 
cence and Jufticc; and to exhibit to all his Subjects, 
by hisfimpie, model*, indullriousand regular life, 
a Pattern oral J the civil Virtues. He him/elf a f Fum- 
ed no Part of the kingly Office, but the Toils and 



good and true King, 
having reign 'd only feven Years 
Regret of all his Subjects. Every Family ima- 
gin'd itfelf deprived oi it* belt Friend, Protector, 
and Father. Accordingly, in the Place where his 
Wife Demur at a had b en buried, the People erect- 
ed a fplendid Maujotaum, furrou tided with nine 
Towers, of a fur prizing Height and Magnificence 5 
and decreed thole Honour to him, which were 
then paid to the Demi-gods or Heroes. The Car' 
tkaginians afterwards demolifh'd the Maujolaum, 
and ^gathocles the Towers : But, neither Violence, 
En\ y nor Time, which defiroy< all other Things, 
could destroy the Glory of his Name j or abolifii 
the Memory of hi* exalted Virtues, and noble 
Action- ; which Love and Gratitude had engraved 
in the Hearcs of the Sicilians. 

After Gt Ion's Death, the Scepter continued near 
twelve Years in his Family : He was firft fucceed- 
ed therein by Micro, his eldeit Brother; concern- 
ing whom Authors are very much divided in their 
Opinion ; fome reprefenting him as a good King, 
and others as an execrable Tyrant. In order to re- 
concile thefe different Opinions, it will be necef- 
fary to divide Hieto\ Reign into two Periods. It 
is very probable that, dazzled, in the Beginning, 
by the Glitter of fovereign Power, and corrupted 
by the Flattery of his Courtiers, he might ftudi- 
oufly endeavour to deviate from that Path which 
his Predece/for had pointed out to him, and in which 
he had found himfelf fo happy. This young Prince 
was covetous, headltrong, unjuft, and frudious of 
nothing but the gratifying his Paflions, without 
once endeavouring to gain the Eltcem and Affec- 
tion of the People j who, on the other Side, had 
the utmoit A verlion for a Prince, whom they look'd 
upon as a Tyrant over them, rather than as a King; 
and nothing but the Veneration they had for Gt" 
/on's Memory, was a Reltraint upon, and kept 
them from rifing in open Rebellion. 

Some Time after he had nfcended the Throne* 
he had violent Sufpicionsof Polyzetus, his Brother, 
whole great Credit among the Citizens, made him 
fear that he had a Defign to dethrone him. How- 
ever, in order to get rid, uJeiuly, of any Enemy 

whom 
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whom he fancied very dangerous, he refolded to 
put him at the Head of fome Forces he was go- 
ing to fend to the Affiftance of the Sibarites, a- 
gainft the Crotonicnfes, hoping that he would lofe 
his Life in that Expedition. 

But he was difappointed, for his Brother refufed 
to accept of the Command, which exafperated 
him the more ; and Theron, who had married the 
Daughter of Tolyzelus, joining with his Father- 
jn-Law, it gave Rife to mighty Contcfts, which 
lafted many Years between the Kings of Syracufe 
and Jlgrigentum : However, they at laft were re- 
conciled by the w ife Mediation of Simonides the 
Poet 5 and co make their Reconciliation lafting, 
they cemented it by a new Alliance, Hie to mar- 
rying Therorfs Sifter ; after which there was for 
ever a Harmony between the two Monarchs. 
An infirm State of Health, which was increafed 



by repeated 1 Undies, fir ft gave Hiero an Oppor- 
tunity of thinking ferioufly ; after which he re- 
folved to fend for Men of Learning, who might 
converfe agreeably with him, and fumifli him with 
ufeful Inftruclions. The moft famous Poets of the 
Age came then to his Court, as Simo/iides, Pin- 
dar, Bacchy tides, and Epic bar mux 5 and it is af- 
firmed, that their Delightful Converfation did not 
a little contribute to foften the harm and fevere 
Temper of Hiero, Plutarch relates a noble Say- 
ing of his, which (hews an excellent Difpofkion 
in a Prince. He declared, that his Palace and his 
Ears ihould be always open, to every Man who 
would tell him the Truth, and without Difguife. 

The Poets above-mention'd, excell'd, not only 
in Poetry, but were alfo poflefled of a great Fund 
of Learning, and confidered and confulted as the 
Sages of their Age. This is what Cicero fays par- 
ticularly of Simonides : He had a great Afcendant 
over the King's Mind j and the onlv Ufe he made 
of it was, to perfuade him to good Actions. They 
often ufed to converfe on philofophical Subjects j 
and Hiero, in one of thele Conversations, hap- 
pening to ask Simonides his Opinion, with regard 
to the Nature and Attributes of the Deity. The 
latter defired one Day's Time to confider on it ; 
the next Day he asked two, and went on, increaf- 
ing in the fame Proportion. Hereupon, the Prince 
being urgent with him to give the Reafon of thefe 
Relays, he confeflld, that the Subject was above 
his Compreneulion, and that the more he reflected, 
the more obfeure it appear'd to him. 

Xenophon has left us an excellent Treat ife on the 
Art of governing well, entitled Hiero, and written 
by Way of Dialogue between this Prince and Si- 
monides. Hiero undertakes to prove therein to the 
"oet, that Tyrants and Kings are not fo happy as 
J 3 generally imagined. Among the great Num- 
ber of Proofs a Hedged by him, he infifts chiefly 
°n their vaft Unhappinefs in being deprived of the 
Krcateft Comfort and Blcfling in this Life, viz. 
f he Enjoyment of a true Friend, to whofe Bofom 
they may fafcly confide theirSecrctsand Affliaions; 
who may ftiare with them in their Joy and Sorrow ; 
jn a Word, a Second-felt', who might form but one 
Neart, one Soul, with them. 

On the other Side, Simonides 9 lays down admir- 
l . e Maxims concerning the well -governing 
£ ! . a Kingdom. He reprefents to Hiero, that a 

not fent into the World for his own Sake, 

,, ut ,or the Welfare of Mankind : That his Gran- 
^m-conliitB, 



for himielf to refide in, but in erecting Tern pies, 
and in fortifying and embellifhing Cities : That ic 
is glorious tor a King, when his Subjects don't 
ftand in fear of him, but are afraid ot any Evil 
befalling him : That a truly royal Care is, not to 
enter the Lilts with the firlt Comer, ac the Olym- 
pick Games, (for the Princes of that /.ge were 
palfionately fond of them, and efpeciaJly Hiero) 
but to contend with the neighbouring Kings, in 
difFufing Plenty over all his Dominions, and endea- 
vouring to form the Felicity of his People. 

Neverrhelefs, Pindar, another Poet, applauds 
Hiero for the Victory he had won in the Horfe- 
Race. However, it is faid that Themijlocles y fee- 
ing him arrive at the Olympic Games, with a 
fplendid Equipage, would have had him forbid 
them, becaufe, in Imitation of Gclon, his Brother, 
he had not aililted the Greeks againft the common 



Enemy : This Motion did Honour to the Athenian 
General. He compofed another Ode, in Honour 
of Tberon, King of jfgrigentum, victorious in the 
Chariot-Race , the Diction whereof is fo fublime, 
the Thoughts fo noble, and the Moral fo pure, 
that many look on it as Pindar's Matter- piece. 

We cannot fay how far we may depend, on the 
reft of the Prailes which Pindar gives Hiero, for 
Poets are not always very fin cere in the t.logiums 
they beftow on Princes: However, it is certain, 
that Hiero had made his Court the Refort of all 
Perfons of Wit and Senfe ; and that he had invited 
them to it by his Affability and courteous Treat- 
ment, and much more by his Liberality, which is 
a great Merit in a King. 

However, we cannot beftow on the Court of 
Hiero, the Commendation which Horace gives that 
of Mecce?ias\ wherein a Character, or Turn of 
Mind prevail 'd, that is rarely found among Men 
of Learning, and which is, neverthelefs, worth 
all their Literature. This amiable Court, fays 
Horace, was an utter Stranger to the mean, and 
groveling Senfations, of Envy and Jealoufy ; and 
Men faw, in thofe who lhared in the Mafter's Fa- 
vour, a fuperiour Merit or Credit, without taking 
the leaft Umbrage at it. But it was far other wile 
in the Court of Hiero, or of Tberon. It is faid 
that Simonides, and Bacch)lides his Nephew, em- 
ploy'd the utmoft Efforts of Criticifm, to lelfen 
the Efteem which thofe Princes had for Pindar's 
Works ; whilft the latter, by way of Reprisal, ri- 
dicules them very ftrongly in his Ode to Tberon, 
in comparing them to Ravens, who croak in vain y 
again/} the divine Bird 0/ Jupiter. But Modelry 
was not the Virtue which dittinguiuVd Pindar. 

To return to Hiero, that Prince having driven 
the ancient Inhabitants of Cat ana and Naxos from 



lot in building magnificent Palaces 



their Country, fettled a Colony ot ten thoufand 
Men there, Half of whom were Syt acufans, and 
the reft Pelopcnncjians. This prompted the Inha- 
bitants of thofe two Cities to appoint, alter his 
Death, the fame Solemnities in his Honour, as 
were beftow'd on Heroes or Demi-gods, becaufe 
they conlider'd him as their Founder. 

He ihew'd great Favour to the Children of sl- 
naxilaus, formerly Tyrant of Zancle, and a great 
Friend to Gvlon his Brother. As they were come 
to Years of Maturity, he exhorted them to take 
the Government into their own Hands ; alter AH- 
cythnu their Tutor, ihould have informal them 
Qitffcclly of the State of ic, and how he himiclf 
had behaved in the Adminiliracion. But Micythus 

having 
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having affembled the neareft Relations and moft 
intimate Friends of the young Princes, gave, in 
their Prefence, fo good an Account ot his Guar- 
dianlhip, that the \shole Affembly (raifed to Ad- 
miration) beftow'd the higheft Encomiums on his 
Prudence, Integrity, ar.d Jultice; whereupon, 
Matters were oai ried fo tar, that the young Princes 
were extremely urgent with him to prefide over 
the Adrni filtration, as he had done before. How- 
ever, the wife luior, preferring the Sweets of Eafe 
to the vain Splendor ot Power; aid being pcr- 
fuaded at the fame Time, that ic would be for the 
Happinels ot the Government, mould the young 
Princes take the Reins of Empire into their own 
Hands, refolved to retire from Bufinefs. Hicro 
died, after having iway'd the Scepter eleven 
Years 

To this Prince fucceeded his Brother Thrafybu- 
las, who? by his evil Conduct » contributed much 
to the making the Decefed be regretted. Elate with 
Pride, and brutal ttauahcinefs, he conlidered Men 
as meer Worms; vainly fancying chat they were 
created for him to trample upon, and that he was 
a quire different Nature from chem. In Effect, he 
abandon'd himielf implicitly to the flattering 
Counfels of the giddy young Courtiers, who fur- 
rounded him : Accordingly, he treated all his Sub- 
jects wich the utmoft Severity; banilhing fome, 
Co.. fil eating the Polfelfions of others, and putting 
great Numbers to Death. So hard a Slavery grew 
foon infupportable to the Syracufans ; and there- 
fore they implored the Succour of the neighbour- 
ing Cities, whom alfo it concern'd to fhake off 
the Tyrant's Yoke. Thefe befieged him even in 
Syracufe, the Sovereignty of Part of which he had 
refer ved to himfelf, viz. Acradina, and thelfland, 
which was very well fortified ; but the third Re- 
gion, or Quarter of the City, called Tyche, was 
polfeired by che Enemy.^ After making a feeble 
Refinance, and demanding to capitulate, he left 
the City, and withdrew into Banilhment, among 
the Lo< rians, having fat but a Year on the Throne. 
In this Manner the Syracufans recovered their 
Liberty; which done, criey alfo delivered the reft 
of the Cities of Sicily from Tyranny ; eltabiiftTd 
a popular Government in all Places, and main- 
tained that Form themfelves during threefcore 
Years, till the Reign of Dionyftus the Tyrant, who 
again enflaved chem. 

Afrer butty had been delivered from the Go- 
vernment ot the Tyrants, and all che Cities were 
reftored to their Libert)- ; as the Country was ex- 
tremely fruitful in itfelf, and the Peace which all 
Places Vjoy'd, gave the Inhabitants of che Ifland 
nn Opportunity o! cultivating their Lands, and 
feeding their Flocks; they grew verypowerful, and 
a ma (Fed great Riches. To perpetuate to Jateft 
Polterity, the Remembrance of the happy Day, in 
which they had thrown off the Yoke ot Slavery, 
by the Banilhment of Thrajjbulus ; ic was decreed, 
in the General AlFembly of the Nation, that a co- 
loflal Statue fliould be kc up, to Jupiter % the De- 
liverer ; that on the Anniverfary of that Day, a 
b\ (rival fliould be folemnized, by way of Thankf- 
giving, for the Reiteration of their Liberty; and 
that there fliould be facrificed, in Honour of the 
Gods four hundred and fifty Bulls, with which 
the People lliould be entertained, and thac it fhould 
be a general FettivaJ. 

There ncverthelefs lay conceaPd in the Minds of 



many, a certain Spirit of Tyranny, which fr c . 
quencly difturbed the Harmony of this Peace, and 
occafion'd feveral Tumulcs, and Commotions j n 
Sicily, whofe Particulars we lhall omit.. To pr c . 
vent the evil Lonfequences thereof, the Syracufans 
eftablifh'd the Pe'talifm, which d ; ffer'd very little 
from the Athenian (Jjhacifm; and was fo call'd 
from the Greek tetalon, fignifying a Leaf, becaufe 
the Votes were then given on an Uttvt Leafl This 
Judgment was pronounced againft fuch Citizens 
whofe great Power made the People apprehenfive 
that they afpired to the Tyranny, and it banifh'd 
them for ten Years; however, it did not long con- 
tinue in Force, and was foon abolihVd ; becaufe 
the Dread of falling under its Cenfure, having 
prompted the molr virtuous Men torecire, and lay 
afide the Adminiltration ; the chief Employments 
were now Riled with fuch Citizens only as had the 
lea ft Merit, or rather, who were the moft vi- 
cious. 

Deuce tins, according to Di odor us, was Chief 
o v e r c h e Pe o p 1 e w h o w e r e pro per I y called Sicilians, 
Having uniced chem all (the Inhabitants of Hybk 
excepted) into one Body, he became very power- 
ful, and formed feveral great Enterprizes. Ic was 
he who buile che City Palica, near the Temple 
of the Gods called Pallet ; which was very famous 
on Account of fome Wonders which are related 
thereof; and ftill more, from the facred Nature 
of the Oaths which were there taken, the Violation 
whereof, was faid to be always followed by a 
fudden and exemplary PunMhment. 

This was a fecure Afylum for all Perfons who 
were oppreffed by a fuperiour Power ; and efpe* 
cially for Slaves, who were unjultly abufed, or 
too cruelly treated by their Matters, they confirm: 
ing in Safety in this Temple, till fuch Time as 
certain Arbiters and Mediators had made their 
Peace ; and there was not a fingle Inftance of a 
Matter's having ever forfeited the Promife he had 
made to pardon his laves ; fo greatly the Gods, 
who prefided over this Temple, were regarded, 
for the fevere Vengeance they took on thofe who 
violated their Oaths. 

This Deucetius, after having been fuccefsful on 
a great many Occafions, and won feveral Victories, 
particularly over the Syracufans ; faw his Fortune 
change on a Sudden, by the Lofs of a Battle, and 
was abandoned by the greateft Part of his Forces. 
In the Confternation, and Defpondency, into which 
fo general and fudden a Defertion threw him, he 
form'd fuch a Refolution, as Defpair only could 
fuggeft. He withdrew in the Night to Syracuf", 
advanced as far as the great Square of the City* 
and there, falling proftrate at the Foot of the Al- 
tar, he abandon'd his Life and Dominions to the 
Mercy of the Syracufans \ that is, to his, profeffcd 
Enemies, ,: 

The Singularity of this Spectacle drew grc^ 
Numbers of People about him ; and the Magi* 
lrrar.es immediately conven*d the People, and de- 
bated on the Affair. They firft heard che Orators* 
whofe Bufinefs was generally to addrefs the People 
by their Speeches; and who animated them pro- 
digiously againft Deucetius, as a publick Enemy* 
whom Providence feem'd to throw into their Way* 
to revenge and punilh, by his Death, all the I«' 
juries he had done the Republick. A Speech of 
this Nature, (truck all the virtuous Part of the M' 

fembly wich Horror. The moft ancient and wife" 
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of the Senators reprefented, " That they were 
not to confider what Punifhment Deuce tins de- 
fer v'd, but how it behov'd the Syracnfans to 
behave on that Occafion ; that they ought not 
to look upon him any longer as an Enemy, 
but as an humble Petitioner 5 a Character, by 
which his Ptrfon was made facred and invio- 
lable. That there was a Goddefs (Nemefis) 
who took Vengeance of Crimes, efpecially of 
Cruelty and Impiety; and who, doubtlefs, 
would not fufFcr that to go unpunifti'd : That, 
befides the Bafenefs and Inhumanity there is in 
infulting the unfortunate, and in treading to 
Pieces thofe who are already under one's Foot ; 
it was worthy the Grandeur and Goodnefs, na- 
tural to the Stracufuns, to exert their Clemen- 
cy, even to thofe who leaft defcrv'd it." All 
the People were gain'd over to this Opinion; 
and, with one Confent, they fpared the Life of 
Deucetittsi who was order'd to refide at Corinth, 
the Foundrefs of Syracufe ; the Syracufans engaging 
themfelves to fupply him with all Things necelfary 
for his fubfifting there honourably. What Reader, 
who weighs thefe two contrary Opinions, does 
not incline to the latter, as the moft generous, and 
noble ! 

We lhall now pafs on to that Part of the Greater 
Greece* which was in Italy ; in relating the Par- 
ticulars whereof, and enumerating its famous 
Men, we muft not omit Pythagoras, who was the 
Glory thereof ; notwithftanding he was noc born 
there, but ac Samox. This Philosopher, after ha- 
ving traveled into many Countries, and enrich'd 
his Mind with the molt excellent Learning of 
every Kind, he return'd to his native Country, 
but did not make a long Stay in it ; becaufe of 
the tyrannical Government, which was eftablifh'd 
there by Polycrates; who yet had the higheft 
Regard for him, and fhew'd him all the Elreem 
due to his rare Merit : But the Study of the Sci- 
ences, and particularly, of Philofophy, is fcarce 
compatible with Slavery, though of the gentleft, 
and moft honourable Kind. He, therefore, re- 
moved into Italy ; and redded ufually either at 
C rot on, Metapontum, Her ac lea, or Tarentum. 

Servius Tui litis, or Tarquinius Super bus, reign'd 
in Rome at that Time ; which quite invalidates 
the Opinion of thofe who imagin'd, Numa Pom- 
ptlius, the fecond King of the Romans, who lived 

upwards of an hundred Years before, had been 
the Difciplc of Pythagoras ; an Opinion, very 
probably, grounded on the Refemblance of the 
Manners, Bifpofitions, and Principles, of chat 
Prince, with thofe of this Philofopher. 

The whole Country foon felt very happy EiFe&s 
from his Prefence ; an Inclination for Study, and 
a Love of Wifdom, diffufing themfelves almoft 
imiverfally, in a very fhortTime, over the whole 
Country. Multitudes flock'd from all the neigh- 
bouring Cities, to get a Sight of Pythagoras, to 
hear him, and improve by his falutary Counfcls: 
The feveral Princes of the Country took a Plea- 
sure in inviting him to their Courts, which they 
thought honour'd by his Prefence ; and all were 
delighted with his Converfation, and glad to learn 

from him the Art of governing Nations withWif- 
dom. 

His School became the moft famous that had 
ever been till that Age: He had no lefs than four 
or live hundred Dilciplcs : Before he admitted 
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them in that Quality, they were Probationers five 
Years; during which Time he obliged them to 
keep the ftridceft Silence ; he thinking it proper 
for them to be inform'd with Knowledge, before 
they fliould attempt to fpeak. We lhall take No- 
tice of his Tenets and Sentiments, when we come 
to fpeak of the various ?e£ts of Philofophers ; it 
is well known, that the Tranfmigracion of Souls 
was one of the chief of them. 

His Difciples had the greateft Veneration for 
every Word he utter'd; and, if he did but barely 
aver a Thing, he was immediately believ d, with- 
out its being once examin'd ; and, to prove the 
Truth of any Thing, they ufed frequently to fay 
no more than, He has fad it ; after which, it was 
immediately receiv'd amongft them, as a felf- 
evident Axiom. 

However, we think, the Difciples carr)\J then- 
Deference and Docility coo far; in thus waving all 
Enquiry, and in facrificing implicitly their Rea- 
fon and Underftanding ; a Sacrifice, that ought 
to be made only to the divine Authority; which 
is infinitely fuperior to our Reafon, and all our 
Knowledge; and which, confcquently, is autho- 
rized to prefcribe Laws to us, and fpeak in a 

Voice, that commands an immediate Compli- 
ance. 

The School of e Pythagoras bred a great Number 
of illuftrious Difciples, who did infinite Honour 
to their Mafter ; as wife Legiflators, great Politi- 
cians, Perfons skill'd in the whole Round of Sci- 
ence, Men capable of being prime Minifters, and 
of prefiding over Kingdoms. A long Time after 
his Death, that Part of Italy, which he had cul- 
tivated, and improved by his Inftrudtions, was 
ftill confider'd as the Nurfery and Seat of Men 
skill'd in all Kinds of Literature ; and maintain'd 
that glorious Character during feveral Centuries. 
The Romans, certainly, entertam'd a high Opinion 
of the Virtue and M'erit of Pythagoras, fince the 
Oracle of Delphos, having commanded that Peo- 
ple, during the War of the Samnites, to eredr two 
Statues in the moft confpicuous Part of Rome ; the 
one to the wifeft, and the other to the moft vali- 
ant among the Greeks-, they accordingly fet up 
two in the Comitium,^ reprefenting Pythagoras and 
Themifiocles. Hiftorians are not exa£r, with Re- 
fpe£t to the Time and Place of the Death of this 
excellent Philofopher. 

Croton^ one or the Cities, at which Pythagoras 
redded, was founded by Myfcellus, Chief of the 
Achaians, the third Year of the feventcenth O/yw- 
piad. This Myfcellus being at Delphos, to confulc 
the Oracle of Apollo y about the Spot on which he 
fhould build his City, met Archias the Corinthi.m 
there, upon the fame Account. The God gave 
them a favourable Audience ; and, after having 
determin'd them, with Regard to the Place that 
would beft fuit their new Settlements, he propofed 
difterenc Advantages to them ; and left them, 
among other Particulars, the Choice of Riches, 
or Health. 

The Offer of Riches ft ruck Archias, but Myfcellus 
defired Health', and, if Hiftory is to be credired, 
Apollo performed his Promife faithfully to both. 
Archias having founded Syracufc, which foon be- 
came the moft opulent City of the Greater Grace, 
and Myfcellus having laid the Foundations of 
Ctoton, which became fo famous, for the long 
Life, and innate Strength of its Inhabitants, that 
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its Name was ufed proverbially, to fignify a very 
healthy Spot, whofe Air was cxtreamly pure. 
'I he People thereof fignalized themfelves in a 
great Number of Victories in the Guctan Games; 
and Strabo relates, that, in one and the fame O- 
Iympiad, feven of that City were crowned in the 
C/ympick Games, and carry 'd off all the different 
Prizes of the Stadium, or Courfe. 

Sybaris, another famous City, was about ten 
Leagues (two hundred Furlongs) from Croton -> 
and had alfo been founded by the Achaians, but 
before the other. J his City became after w aids 
very powerful; four neighbouring Nations, and 
twenty- rive Cities being lubject thereto ; fo that it 
was, alone, able to raife an Army of three hun- 
dred thoufand Men. 

The Opulence of Sybaris was foon followed by 
Luxury, and fuch a Diflblurenefs as is fcarcely 
credible. The Citizens em ploy 'd themfelves in 
nothing but Banquets, Games, Shows, Parties of 
Pleafure, and C arroufaL. Publick Rewards, and 
Marks of Dilrincrion, were beitow'd on thofe 
who gave the molt magnificent Entertainments ; 
and even to fuch Cooks, as were beft skill'd in the 
important Art of making new Difcoveries in 
drefling Viands, and invented new Refinements to 
pleafe the Palate : Nay, the Sybarites carry'd their 
Delicacy and Effeminacy to fuch a Height, that 
they carefully removed rrom their City all fuch 
Artificers, whofe Work was noify ; and would not 
fuffer any Cocks in it, for Fear left their flirill, 
piercing Crow fhould diltuib their balmy clum- 
bers. 

All thefe Evils were heightned by Diifenfion 
and Difcord; which, at laft, proved their Ruin. 
F.ve hundred of the wealthieli in the City hav- 
ing been driven from it by the Faction of one 
Tc/ys, fled to Ctoton. Telys demanded to have 
them furrendred to him; and, on the Refufal of 
the Crotonienfes to give them back (they being 
prompted to this generous Refolution by Pythago- 
ras, who then li V'd among them) War was de- 
clared. 

The Sybarites march'd three hundred thoufand 
Men into the Field, and the Crotonienfes only an 
hundred thoufand ; but then they were headed by 
Miloy the famous Champion (of whom we fhall 
foon have Occafion to (peak) who had a Lion's 
Skin over his Shoulders, and was himfelf armed 
with no other Weapon than a Club, like a fe- 
cond Hercules. The latter gain'd a com pleat 
Viftory, and made a dreadful Havock of thofe 
who fled 5 fo that very few cfcaped, and their 
City was depopulated. 

About threefcore Years after, fome Theffa/ians 
came and fettled in it j however, they did not 
long enjoy Peace, being driven from thence by 
the Crotonienfes, Being thus reduced to the molt 
fatal Extremity, they implored the Afliftance of 
the Lacedemonians and Athenians ; the latter of 
which, moved to Compaflion at their deplorable 
Condition, after caufing Proclamation to be made 
in Pc/oponefus, that all, who were willing to allift 
that Colony, were at Liberty to do it ; fent the 
Sybarites a Fleet of ten Ships, under the Com- 
mand of La m pan and Zenocratcs. 

They built a City near the ancient Sybaris, and 
call'd it Thurium. Two Men, greatly renown'd 
for their Learning, the one an Orator, and the 
other an Hiftorian, fettled in this Colony. The 
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firft was Lyfias, at that Time but fifteen Years of 
Age; who liv'd in Thurium, till the ill Fate 
which befel the Athenians in Sicily, and then went 
to At hens. The fecond was Herodotus ; who, though 
he was born in Halicamajjus, a City of Caria t 
yet was confider'd as a Native of thurium, becaufe 
he fettled there with that Colony. 

Divifions foon broke out in the City, on Occa- 
fion of the new Inhabitants; whom the reft would 
exclude from all publick Employments and Pri- 
vileges. But, as thefe were much more numerous, 
they rcpuifed all the ancient Sybarites, and got 
the fole Pofleilion of the City. Being flip ported 
by the Alliance they made with the Crotonienfes^ 
they foon grew very vaftly powerful ; and having 
fettled a popular form of Government in their 
City, they divided the Citizens into ten Tribes, 
which they call'd by the Names of the different 
Nations whence they fprung. 

They now bent their whole Thoughts upon 
ftrengthening their Government by wholefome 
Laws 5 for which Purpofe, they made Choice of 
Chat ondas, who had been educated in the School 
of the great Pythagoras, to digeft, and draw them 
up. By one of thefe, he excluded from the Se- 
nate, and all publick Pofts, fuch Men as fliould 
marry a fecond Wife, in cafe any Children by 
their firft Wife were living; being perfuaded, that 
any Man, who was fo regardlefs 01 the Intereft of 
his Children, would be equally fo of the Welfare 
of his Country ; and be as worthlefs a Magiftrace, 
as he had been a Father. 

By another, he fentene'd all Informers to be 
carry'd through every Part of the City crown'd 
with Heath or Broom, as the vUeft of Men ; an 
Ignominy, which moft of them were not able to 
iurvive. The City, thus deliver'd from thofe 
Pefts of Society, was reftored to its former Tran- 
quillity. And indeed, from Informers generally 
arife all Feuds and Contefts, whether of a pub- 
lick or private Nature; and yet, according to 
the Obfervation of Tacitus, they are too much 
tolerated in moft Governments; and efpecially 
bad Ones, wherein they always fwarm. 

By a third, he enacled a new Kind of Law 
againft another Species of Pefts, which, generally 
firft occafion a Depravation of Manners in a State, 
by fuffering all thofe to be profecuted, who fliould 
form a Correfpondence, or contract a Friendship, 
with wicked Men ; and by laying a heavy Fine 
upon them. 

.By a fourth, he required all the Children of 
Citizens to be liberally educated, which polifiies, 
and civilizes the Mjnds of Men, infpiring them 
with gentle Manners; and prompting them to 
follow Virtue j all which conftitute the Felicity 
of a Government, and arc equally ncceflary to 
Citizens of all Conditions. In this View, he ap- 
pointed Salaries, paid by the State, for Mafters 
and Preceptors; in order that Learning, by being 
communicated Gratis, might be acquired by all. 
He confider'd Ignorance as the greateft of Evils? 
and the Source whence all Vices flow'd ; and in- 
deed, it generally is fo. 

By a fifth, he made a Law, with refpeft W 
Orphans, which was very judicious, by iiitruftinR 
the Care of their Education to their Relations, by 
the Mother's Side, as their Lives would not he 
in Danger from them ; and the Management 0 

their Elhitcs to their Relations, by the Fat her 0 

Side ; 
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Side ; it being the Intcreft of thofe Co make the 
g reateft Advantage of them ; fince they would 
inherit them, in cafe of the Demife of their 

Wards. . 

By a fixth, mftead of putting Defe rtcrs to 

peath, and thofe who quitted their Ranks, and 
fled in Battle, he only lentene'd chem to make 
their Appearance, during three Days, in the City, 
drefs'd in Female Apparel; imagining, the Dread 
of fo ignominious a . Puniihment would produce 
the fame Effect as putting to Death ; and being, 
at the fame Time, defirous of giving fuch cow- 
ardly Citizens an Opportunity of actoning for their 

Fault. 

By a feventh, to prevent his Laws from being 
too ralhly, or eafily abrogated, he impos'd a very 
fevere, and hazardous Condition on all Perfons, 
who {hould propofe Co alter, or amend chem in 
3ny Manner. They were fentene'd to appear in 
the publick Aflembly with a Halter about their 
Necks i and, in cafe the Alteration propos'd did 
not pafs, they were to be immediately itrangled. 
There were but three Amendments ever propos'd, 
and all of them were agreed to. 

Charondas did not Jong furvive his own Laws. 
Returning, one Day, from purfuing £ ->me Thieves, 
and finding a Tumult in the City, he went arnVd 
into the Aflembly, though he himfelf had pro- 
hibited this, by an cxprefs Law. A. certain Per- 
fon objecting to him, in fevere Terms, chat he 
violated his own Laws: / do not violate them, 
faid he, but thus fcal them with my. Blood 5 which 
faid, he plunged his Sword into his Bofom, and 
expired. 

At the fame Time, there arofe among the Lo- 
crians 9 another famous Legiflator, Zaleucus by 
Name ; who, as well as Charondas, had been the 
Difciple of Pythagoras, There is now fcarce any 
Thing extant of his, except a Kind of Preamble 
to his Laws, which gives a moft advantageous 
Idea of chem. Therein, he requires, above all 
Things, of the Citizens, to believe, and be firmly 
perfuaded, there are Deities ; and adds, the bare 
turning up our Eyes to the Heavens, and contem- 
plating their Order and Beauty, are fufEcient to 
conyince us, it is impoflible 10 wonderful a Fa- 
brick could have been form'd by mere Chance, 
or hunian power. As the natural Confequencc of 

this.Belief, he exhorts Men to honour, and revere 
the Gods, as the Authors of whatever is good and 
juft among Mortals; and to honour them, not 
barely by Sacrifices, and fplendid Gifts, but by a 
fage Conduct, and fuch Manners, as are of the 
pureft, and moft chalk Kind ; thefe being infl- 
nitelv more grateful to the Immortals, than all 
the Sacrifices which can be ofFer'd. 

After this religious Exordium, in which he re- 
presents the Supream Being, as the Source whence 
all Laws flow ; as the chief Authority, which 
commands Obedience to them ; as the moll pow- 
erful Motive, to excite a Compliance ; and as the 
Perfect Model, to which Mankind ought to con- 
form; he defcends to the Particulars of thofe Du- 
ties, which Men owe one to another ; and lays 
down a Precept, which is very well adapted to 



paler ve Peace and Unity in Society, by enjoining 
the Individuals of it not to make their Hatred 
and DifJenfioriB perpetual ; fince this would argue 
an unsociable, and lavage Difpofition; but to treat 
lc,r Enemies as Men, who might foon be their 



Friends : This is carrying Morality to as gre.it 
a Perfection, as could be expected from Hea- 
thens. . 

As to the Duty of Judges and Magistrates, af- 
ter reprefenting to them, that, in pronouncing 
Sentence, they ought never to fuller them felves 
to be byafs'd by Friend Ihip, Hatred, or any other 
Paflion; he only exhorts them not to behave with 
the leaft Haughtinefs or Severity towards the Par- 
ties engaged in Law; fince fuch are but too un- 
happy, in being obliged to undergo all the Toils 
and Fatigues, which are infeparable from Law- 
Suits. The Office, indeed, of Judges, how labo- 
rious foever it may be, is far from giving them 
a Right to ufe the contending Parties with. Ill- 
Natuie. The very Form, and Eflence of their 
Employment, requiring them ro behave with Im- 
partiality, and to do Jultice on all Occasions ; and 
when they diftribute this even with Miidnefs and 
Humanity, it is only a Debt they pay, and not a 
Favour they confer. 

To banim Luxury from his Republick, which 
he look'd upon as the certain Deftruction of a 
Government, he did not follow the Practice eita- 
bliftYd in fome Nations, where it is thought fuffi- 
cient, for that Purpofe, to punifli, by. pecuniary 
Mulcts, or Fines, fuch as infringe the Laws made 
on that Occafion : But he acted in a more artful, 
and ingenious, and, at the fame Time, a more 
effectual Manner. He prohibited Women from 
wearing rich Silks, and Brocades, embroidered 
Robes, precious Stones, Ear-Rings, Necklaces, 
Bracelets, Gold Rings, and fuch like Ornaments; 
excepting none from this Law, but common Pro- 
ftitutes. He enacted alfo, a Law of the fame Na- 
ture, to relrrain Men from the fame Vice ; and 
excepted in the fame Manner, from the Obfervance 
of it, fuch only as were willing to pafs for De- 
bauchees, and infamous Wretches. By thefe Re- 
flations, he eafily, and without Violence, pre- 
"erv'd the Citizens, from the leait .Approaches to 
Luxury and Effeminacy. For, no Perfonwasfo 
abandon'd to all Senfe of Honour, as to be willing 
to wear the Badges of his Shame, under the Eye, 
as it were, of all the Citizens ; fince this would 
have made him the publick Laughing-Stock, and 
reflect eternal Infamy on his Family. 

Having mentioned thefe famous Philofophers, 
and Lawgivers, we fhall now come to one, whofe 
Merit was of another Kind; that is, the famous 
Champion Milo ; whom we have feen at the Head 
of an Army, gain a great Victory. However, he 
was ftili more renown 'd for his achletick Strength, 
than for his military Bravery. He was iirnam'd 
Crotomcnfis, from Croton, the Place of his Birth. 
It was his Daughter, whom, as was before related, 
Democcdes, the famous Phyfician, and Country- 
man to AJiloy marry'd, after he had fled from 
the Court of Dan' us, to Greece , his native Coun- 

tr >- 

Paufanias relates, that Milo % when but a Child, 
was feven times victorious, in one Day, at the 
l J )thian Games; gain'd fix Victories at Wre ti- 
ling in the Olymfick Games, one of which was 
alfo gain'd in his Childhood ; and that challenging 
a feventh time, in Olympian any Perfon to wrolHo 
with him, he could not engage, for Want ol an 
Opponent. He would hold a Pomgranafe in fuch 
a Manner, that, without breaking it, he would 
grafp it fo ialt in his Hand, that no Force could 

pollibly 
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pofllbly wrcft it from him. He would ftand fo 
firm on a Difcus (a Kind of Quoit, flat on one 
Side, but roundilh on the other; which had been 
oil'd, co make it the more flippery, chat it was 
impoffible to move him on thofe Occafions. He 
would bind his Head with a Rope, as with a 
Diadem ; after which, keeping in ftrongly his 
Breath, the Veins of his Head would fwell fo 
prodigioufly, as to break the Rope. He would 
fix his Elbow againft his Side, ltretch forth his 
Right-Hand quite open, with his Fingers clofe 
one to the other, his Thumb excepted, which he 
rais'd, and the utmoft Strength of Man could 
not feparate his little Finger from the other 

three. 

But Mih 9 in thefe feveral Exercifes, only made 
a vain, and childifh Orientation of his Strength; 
Chance, however, gave him an Opportunity of 
making a much more laudable Ule of it. One 
Day, as he was attending the Le&ures of Pytha- 
goras ( being one of his moft conftant Difciples) 
the Pillar, which fupported the Cieling of the 
School, in which the Pupils were affembled, be- 
ing ftiaken by fome Accident, Mild fupported it 
by his fingle Strength; gave the Auditors Time 
to get away, and afterwards efcap'd himfelf. 

The Particulars related of the voracious Appe- 
tite of thefe j4thlet* t orWreftlers, are aim oft in- 
credible. The Appetite of Milo was fcarcely fa- 
tisfy'd with twenty Mime, or Pounds of Meat ; the 
fame Quantity of Bread ; and three Congii, near 
two Gallons, of Wine every Day. Athen*us re- 
lates, that this Champion having run the whole 
Length of the Stadium* with a Bull of four Years 
old on his Shoulders - % he afterwards knock'd him 
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down with one Stroke of his Fift, and eat the 
whole lieaft that very Day. But, fure, this muft 
be an Exaggeration ; for, fhould we take it for 
granted, that all the other Particulars related of 
AiUo are true : is it probable, that one Man could 
devour a whole Ox in fo ftiort a Time? 

We are told of the fame Milo, that, one Day, 
when advanced to a very great Age, feeing the 
reft of the Champions wreftling ; and gazing upon 
his own Arms, which once were fo vigorous and 
robuft, but were then very much enfeebled by 
Time, he burft into Tears, and cry 9 d,Jlas! thefe 
j4rms are now dead. 

And yet he either forgot, or conceal 'd hisWeak- 
nefs from himfelf; the nrong Perfuafion he enter- 
tained of his own Strength, and which he preferv'd 
to the laft, proving fatal to him. Happening, as 
he was travellings to fee an old Oak, whieff had 
been open'd by iome Wedges that were forced into 
it, he undertook to fplit it in two by his bare 
Strength. But, after forcing out the Wedges, his 
Arms were catch'd in the Trunk of the Tree, by 
the Violence with which it clofed ; fo that, being 

unable to difengage himfelf, he was devour'd by 
Wolves. 

A certain Author has judicioufly obferv'd, that 
this furprizingly robuil Champion, who prided 
himfelf fo much in his bodily Strength, was the 
weakeft of Men, with regard to a Paffion, which 
fubdues and captivates the ftrongeft ; a Courtezan 
having gain'd fo great an Afcendant over Milo, 
that me tyranniz'd over him in the moft imperi- 
ous Manner, and made him obey whatever Com- 
mands fhe laid upon him : We are told the fame 
of the famous Hercules. 



CHAP. X. 

The War of Peloponnefus \ The Thebans lefiege Plataeae; The Lacedaemonians invade 
Attica, and lay it waffe ; The Athenians do the fame by Peloponnefus • Some Account 
of the Plague of Athens ; The noble and dipnterefted Behaviour of Hippocrates j Pe- 
ricles dive/fed of the Command of the Athenian Forces ; He is troubled 'with Divijtons 
in bis Family, and lofes all his legitimate Children ; He is reftored to the Command; 
The Lacedaemonians fuc to the Perfians for > A$ Iftance ; Pericles dies of the Plague ; A 
noble, and memorable Saying of that great Man, 'when dying ; The Lacedaemonian* 
lay Siege to Plata?ae i The People of Lesbos revolt from the Athenians; but aie rcducd, 
and feverely £uni/}) J d ; Platan taken by the Laceda?monians ? and the Inhabitants bar* 
baroujly ufed. 



WE proceed now to the memorable Pelo- 
ponncfian War; wherein the firft Acl of 
Hoftilitv was committed by the Thebans \ 
who befiegjed Plat**, a City of Basotia, and in 
Alliance with Athens. They were let in by Trea- 
chery , but the Citizens falling upon them by 
Night, kill'd them all, excepting aoout two hun- 
dred, who were taken Prifoners; and who, a little 
after were put to Death. The Athenians, atfbon 
as News was brought of the Aft ion at Plat**, 
fent Forces and Provisions thither ; and clear'd 



the City of all Perfons who were unable to bear 
Arms. 

The Truce being thus evidently broken, both 
Sides prepar'd openly for War; and Ambafladors 
were lent to all Places, to ftrengthen thcmfelve* 
by the Alliance of the Greeks and Barbarians. B- 
very Part of Greece was in Motion; fome 
Nations, and Cities, excepted , which continue 
neuter, till they fliould fee the Event of the W» r « 

The Majority were for the Laccd*mo?iiattfi 

being the Deliverers of Greece ; andefpous'd their 

[ntereit 



The HISTORY of Jncient GREECE. 



26$ 



latere it very warmly; bccaufc the Athenians, for- 
getting, that the Moderation and Gendcnefs, 
with which they commanded over others, had 
procur'd them many Allies j had afterwards alie- 
nated the greateft Part of them, by their Pride, 
and che Severity of their Government; arid in- 
curr'd the Hatred, not only of thofe who were 
then fubjccT: to, but of all fuch as were apprehen- 
sive of becoming their Dependants. In this Tem- 
per of Mind were the Greeks at that Time ; and 
the Confederates of each of thofe two Nations 
were, as follows: All Peloponnefus, Argos except- 
ed, which ftood neuter, had declar'd for the La- 
cecUmonians : The ^4chaians, the Inhabitants of 
Pellcne excepted, had likewife join'd them 5 and 
the latter alfo engaged infenfibly in that War. Out 
of Peloponnefus, were the People of Megara, Lo- 
cris, Bicotid) Phocis, Ambracia, Lcucadia, and A- 

naftorium. 

The Confederates of the Athenians, were the 
People of Chios, Lesbos, Plataa, and the Mejfcnii of 
Naupatlus-, the greateft Part of the Acatnanians, 
Corey rans y Cephalenians, and Zacythiaus\ befides 
the feveral tributary Countries; as maritime Ca- 
rta., Doria that lyes near it ; Ionia, the HelUfpont 5 
and the Cities of Thrace, Chalcisy and Potidaa 
excepted; all the Iflands between Ciete and Pelo- 
ptnicjus, Ea/iwa/d; and the Cyc lades, Melos, and 
Thera excepted. 

Immediately after the Attempt made onPlataa, 
the Lacedamonians had order 'd Forces to be levy'd 
both within, and without Peloponnefus-, and made 
all the Preparations neceftary for entring the E- 
xiemy's Country. All Things being ready, two 
Thirds of the Troops march'd to the Jfthmus of 
Cotintb, and the reft were left to guard the Coun- 
try ; when Archidamus, King of Sparta, who 
commanded the Army, affcrnbling the Generals, 
and chief Officers ; and reminding them of the 
great Aclions perlorm'cl by their Anccftors, and 



ihould come to Hoftilities, to prevail, if poflible* 
with the Athenians to lay afide their Defigns ; 
fince, otherwife an Army would foon march into 
Attica. But the Athenians were fo far from ad- 
mitting him to Audience, or hearing his Reafons, 
that they would not fo much as fuffer him to 
come into their City : Pericles having prevail'd 
with the People to make an Order, that no He- 
rald, or Ambaflador, ihould be receiv'd from the 
Lacedamonians, till they had firft laid down their 
Arms. 



thofe they had atehiev'd themfelves, or been Eye- 
Witiieiresto, exhor.cd them to fupport, with their 
inmoli Efforts, the priftine Glory of their refpec- 
tive Cities, as well as their own Fame. He then 
rem on ft rated, that the Eyes of all Greece were 
upon them . and that, in Expectation of the Iflue 
of a War, which would determine their Fate, 
they were incefTantly add re Hi ng Heaven in Favour 
of a People, who were as dear to them, as the 
Athenians were become odious. That, however, 
he could not deny, but that they were going to 
parch againft an Enemy, who, though greatly 
inferior to them in Numbers, and in Strength, 
were, nevertheless, very powerful; were inur'd 
to War, and daring; and whofe Courage would, 
doubtlefs, be ftill more inflam'd by the Sight of 
Danger, and the terrible Havock they Ihould 
roake in their Territories. That, therefore, they 
putt exert themfelves to the urmoft, to fpread an 
immediate Terror in the Country they were going 
to enter, and to add frelh Vigour to the Allies. 
Hereupon, the whole Army anlwer'd in the loud- 
er Acclamations of Joy ; and aifur'd their Cene- 
r J}K that they would behave with the utmoft 



Bravery. 




M'tan to Achats, to endeavour, before they 



Purfuant to this Refolution, the Spartan was 
commanded to leave the Country that very Day ; 
and an Ej'cort was fent to guard him to the Fron- 
tiers; and to prevent his fpeaking to any Perfon 
by the Way. Hereupon, the Spartan, at his tak- 
ing Leave of the Jlthc?iians, plainly told them, 
that, from that Day, aliGrecce would be involv'd 
in great Calamities ; and Archidamus, feeing no 
Hopes of a Reconciliation, march'd for Attica, 
at the Head of /ixty thoufand chofen Men. 

In the mean While, Pericles, before the Lace- 
damonians had entred this Country, had declar'd 
to the Athenians, that, Ihould Archidamus, when 
he was laying wafte their Territories, fpare his 
Lands 3 either on Account of the Right of Hofpi- 
tality, which fubiifted between them, or to fur- 
nifli his Enemies, and thofe who envy'd them, 
with a Handle to flander him, as though he held 
a Correfpondence with him ; he declar'd, that, 
from chat Day, he would make over all his Lands 
and Houfes to the City of Athens. Then he re- 
monftrated to the Athenians, that it was their In- 
tereft, to harrafs the Enemy's Troops, by fpin- 
ning out the Warj and, for this Purpole, they 
mull immediately remove all their Effects out of 
the Country, retire inco the City, and lhut them- 
felves up in it, without ever hazarding a Battle. 

In EJFeft, the Athenians had not Forces enough 
to take the Field, and oppofe the Enemy. Their 
Troops, excluiive of thofe in Garrifon, amounted 
but to thirteen thoufand Soldiers heavily arm'd ; 
and iixteen thoufand Inhabitants, including the 
young and old, the Citizens, as well as others, 
who were appointed to defend Athens : And be- 
fides thefe, twelve hundred Troopers, including 
Archers, and lixteen hundred Archers, on Foot. 
This was the whole Army of the Athenians. But 
their chief Strength conhfted in a Fleet of three 
hundred Gallies ; Part of which were order'd to 
lay watte the Enemy's Country, and the reft to 
awe the Allies \ on whom Contributions were le- 
v)'d, without which the Athenians could noc have 
defray \J the Expenccs of the War. 

That high-fpirited People, animated by the 
ftrong Exhortations of ( Pericles y brought from the 
Country their Wives, Children, Moveables, and 
all their Effects ; after which they pull'd down 
their Houfes, and even carry'd off the Timber of 
them. As to the Cattle or all Kinds, they con- 
vey'd them into the lHand of Eubaa, and the 
neighbouring I lies. 

However, they were deeply afflicted at this fad 
and precipitate Change of the Scene ; and it even 
forced Tears "from their Eyes. Ever lince the Ptr- 
jians had left their Country, that is, for near fifty 
Years, they had enjoy *d the Sweets of Peace; 
wholly employ VI in cultivating their Lands, and 
feeding their Flocks. But now, fad Pate of War! 
they were obliged to abandon allj and take up 

3 X theitf 
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c heir Habitations in the City, as conveniently as 
they could, in the Midlt ot iuch Con fu (ion ; retir- 
ing either to their Relations or Friends, iuch as 
had any; whilft the reft took Shelter, even in the 
Temples, and other publick Edifices. 

In the mean Time, the Lacedamonians, being 
fee out upon their March, enter'd the Country, 
and encamp'd at Oenoe, which is the firft Strong- 
hold cowards Bceotia. They employ 'd a long 
Time in preparing the Attack* and raifing the Bat- 
teries ; for which Reafon Complaints were made 
again It Archidamus, as though he carried on the 
W ar indolently, becaufe he did not approve of it- 
He was aecufed of being too (low in his Marches, 
and of encamping too long near Corinth. He was 
like wife a ecu fed for having been too dilatory in 
railing the Army, as though he was defirous of 
giving the Athenians an Opportunity to carry off 
all their ErTecls out of the Country ; whereas, 
(faid they) had he marched fpeedily into it, every 
Part might have been laid watte. 

His real Delign, however, was, to have indu- 
ced the Athenians, by rhefe Delays, to agree to an 
Accommodation ; and to have prevented a Rup- 
ture, the Confequences of which, he forefaw, 
would be pernicious to all Greece. This Defign 
proving a bo r eve, and Atchidamus, after feveral 
Aflauks, finding that it would be impoflible for 
him to take Oenoe, raifed the Siege, and entered 
Attica, in the Midi* of the Harveft. There he 
laid waftc the whole Country, which done, he ad- 
vanced as far as Acbarna, one of the greateft Towns 
near Athens, and but fifteen hundred Paces from 
the City ; where he pitched his Camp, in Hopes 
that the Athenians, exafperated to ice him ad- 
vance fo near, would fally out to defend their 
Country, and give him an Opportunity of fight- 
ing them. 

In Effect, it was no fmall Mortification to the 
Athenians, who were of fo haughty and imperious 
a Temper, to be braved and infultcd in this Man- 
ner by an Enemy, whom they did not think Su- 
perior to thernfelvcs in Courage. They were Eye- 
witnefles of the dreadful Havock which was made 
of their Lands, and faw all their Houfes and Farms 
in a Blaze i which provoking Sight, grew, atlaft, 
fo (hocking, that they could not bear it any longer, 
and therefore cried aloud, that they mull be led 
out again! t the Lacedamonians. be the Confequence 
what it would. 

However, Pericles faw plainly, that the Athe- 
nians would lay their All at Stake, and expofe 
their City to certain Deftrudtion, (hould they en- 
gage, under the Walls thereof, an Army of 
lixcy thoufind fighting Men, and compofed of the 
choiccft Troops, at that Time, in Bceotia and 
Pcloponnefus : Befides which, he had made it his 
chief and con (Kant Maxim, to fpare the Blood of 
the Citizens, iince that was an irreparable Lofs. 
Purfuing, therefore, (readily, the Plan he had 
laid down, and (tudious of nothing, but how he 
might check the Impatience and Fire which raged 
in the Bofoms of the Athenians, he was particu- 
larly careful not to affemble either the Senate, or 
the i'eople; for fear left: they lliould form fome 
f ata! Kciolution, in fpite of all the Oppo(ition he 
could pofTibly make thereto. 

His Friends, to fecond him, ufed all the In trea- 
ties imaginable, to bring them over to their De- 
fires. His Enemies, on the oilier Side, endea- 




voured to (tagger him, by their Menaces ami 
flanderous Difcourfes. They (trove to rouze him 
to Impatience, and Temerity, by Songs and Sa^ 
tyrs ; in which they afperfed him, as a Man of a 
Man of a cowardly, indolent Temper, who bafely 
;ave up his Country to the Sword of the Enemy, 
lut no Man (hevv'd fo much Rancour again (t P e [ 
rides as Clean , who was the Son of a Currier, and 
alfo follow 'd that Trade. He had raifed himfelf 
by Faction, and probably by a Species of Merit 
which thofe mu(t pofTcfs, who would rife in pol 
pular Governments. He had a thundering, and 
at the fame Ti me, an infinuating Voice ; and be- 
fides, he poflefled, in a wonderful Manner, the 
Art of gaining the People, and bringing them over 
to his Jnterelt. It was he who enacted a Law, 
that three Oboli (not two, as before) (hould be 
given to each of the fix thoufand Judges. The 
Char after il ticks which more immediately diftin- 
guifli'd him were, an infupportably- vain Opinion 
of his own Abilities, a ridiculous Perfuafion of 
his uncommon Merit ; and a Boldnefs of Speech, 
which he carried to fo high a Pitch of Infolence,' 
as to fpare no Man. 

But no Intemperance of Speech, or Inveftives, 
would move Pericles, whole great Strength of 
Mind raifed him above low, vulgar Clamour,* 
like a Pilot in a raging Storm, who, after he has 
given out the proper Orders, and taken all the Pre- 
cautions neceftary, is (tudious only how to make 
the beft Ufe of his Art, without fuffering him- 
felf to be moved by the Tears or Intreaties of thofe 
whom Fear has di(tracted. Pericles acted juft in 
the fame Manner, for after having put the City 
in a good Polture of Defence, and poited Guards 
in all Places to prevent a Surprize ; he then, fbl- 
follow'd thofe Counfels only, which his own Pru- 
dence fuggefted; being quite regardlefs of the 
Complaints, the Taunts, and licentious Difcourfes 
of the Citizens j from a firm Perfuafion, that he 
knew much better the Art of Government than 
they. 

It appears, then, evidently, fays Plutarch, chat 
Pericles was abfolute Matter of the Minds of the 
Athenians, fince he prevailed fo far (at fuch a Junc- 
ture as this) as to keep them from fallying out 
of the City } juft as if he had kept the Keys there- 
of in his own Po(Te(lion ; and fix'd, on their 
Arms, the Seal of his Authority, to forbid their 
making Ufe of them. Things happen'd exactly 
as Pericles had foretold ; for the Enemy, finding 
the Athenians were determirVd not to (tir out of 
their City, and having Advice that their Fleet 
carried Fire and Sword into their Territories; 
raifed their Camp, and, after making dreadful 
Havock in the whole Country, through which 
they march'd, rcturn'd to Pelof 'onncfus, and each 
Man went to his refpe£tive Dwelling. 

Perhaps fome will here ask, why Pericles ob- 
fejyed a quite different Conduct, on this Occafion, 
from that of Themi/locles, about fifty Years before, 
when, at the Approach of Xerxes, he made the 
Athenians march out of their City, and abandon 
it to the Enemy. But a little Reflection will rhetf • 
that the Circumrtances difTer'd widely. Thcmifr' 
civs, being invaded by all the Forces of the k4 % 
judly concluded, that it would be impoflible 1^ 
him to with (tand, in a (ingle City, thofe M ,J 
Jiona of Ha*harians % who would have rufiYd up 0 " 

it like a Flood ; and would have left him «*' 
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Hopes, of being fuccoured by his Allies. This is 
the Reafon given by Cicero \ Fluff urn enitn tot ins 
Barbarix ferre Urbs una non poterat. It was there- 
fore prudent in him to retire for fome Time, and 
to let the con fu fed Multitude of the Barbarians 
confume and deftroy one another. 

But Pericles was not engaged in fo formidable 
and oppreifive a War ; the Odds were not very 
great, and he forefaw it would allow him Time 
co breathe ; wherefore, like a judicious Man, and 
an able Politician, he kept clofe in Athens, and 
could not be moved either by the Remonftrances 
or Murmurs of the Citizens. In Effect, Cicero, 
writing to his Friend jftticus, condemns abfolutely 
the Refolution which Pompey took, and put in 
Execution, to abandon Rome to Cafar ; whereas he 
ought, in Imitation of Pericles, to have ihut him- 
felt up m it with the Senate, the Magiftratcs, and 
the worthieft of the Citizens, who had declared in 
his Favour. 

* 

After the Lacedemonians were retired, the Athe- 
nians yat Troops into all the important Pofts, both 
by Sea and Land, purfuant to the Plan they in- 
tended to follow, fo long as the War (hould laft. 
They alfo came to a Refolution, to keep always 
a thoufand Talents in refer ve,, and an hundred 
Galliesj and never to make Ufe of them, except 
the Enemy mould invade Attica by Sea; and, at 
the fame Time, they made it Death for any Man 
topropofe the employing them any other Way. 

In the mean while, the Gallies which had been 
fent into Peleponnefus, made dreadful Havock there, 
which comforted the Athenians, in fome Meafure, 
for the Lofles they had fuftained. But, one Day, 
amongft the reft, as the Forces were going on 
Board, and Pericles was entring his own Ship, a 
fudden and total Eclipfe of the Sun happened, fo 
that the Earth was overfpread with a gloomy and 

unufual Darknefs, which fll'd the Minds of the 
Athenians with the utmoft Terror \ Superftition, 
and the Ignorance of natural Caufcs, making them 
look upon fuch Events as fatal Omens: Hereupon, 
Pcricksy feeing the Pilot, who was on board his 
Ship, aftonilh'd as much as the reft, and incap- 
able of managing the Helm ; muffled up his Face 
in his Cloak, and ask'd him, whether he could 
fee ? And upon the Pilot's anfwering, that the 
Cloak took away all Objc£rs from his Sight ; Pe- 
ricles gave him to undcrftand, that a like Caufe, 
w*. the Interpofition of the vaft Body of the 
Moon, between his Eyes and the Sun, prevented 
his feeing that Luminary. 

The fir ft Year of the War of Peloponnefus being 
now elapfed, the Athenians, during the Winter, 
folemnized publick Funerals, according to the an- 
cient Cuftom, (a Practice truly human, and ex- 
preflive of a jult Gratitude) in Honour of thofe 
who had loft their Lives in that Campaign, a Ce- 
remony, they obferved during the whole Courfc 
of that War. For this Purpole a Tent was fep up, 
Jhree Days before, in which were exhibited the 
Bones of the deccafed Warriors ; and every Perfon 
ftrew'd Flowers, Incenfe, and other Perfumes, over 
thofe awful Relicks. This done, they were put 
on a kind of Chariots, in Coffins, made of Cyprcfs 
Wood, every Tribe having its particular Coffin, 
Jind Chariot * but, in one of the latter, a large 
empty Coffin was carried, in Honour of thofe 
whofe Bodies could not be found. 

I» this Manner, the Proccflion march'd, with 



an awful, majeftick, and religious Pomp ; a great 
Number of Inhabitants, both Citizens and Foreig- 
ners, affiftiug at this mournful Solemnity ; whilft 
the Relations of the deceafed Officers, and Sol- 
diers, frood weeping at the Sepulchre, which was 
in the fineft Suburb of the City, called the Cera- 
tnicus j where a publick Monument w*as erected, 
wherein all thofe who loft their Lives in the Field, 
had been buried, in all Ages, except the War- 
riors of Marathon, who, to immortalize their 
rare Valour, were interred in the Field of Battle. 
Earth was afterwards laid over them, and then 
one of the Citizens of the grcateft Diftinftion pro- 
nounced their funeral Oration: 

Pericles was now appointed to exercife this ho- 
nourable Office : When the Ceremony was ended, 
he went from the Sepulchre to the RoJlra y in order 
to be the better heard, and fpoke the Oration, 
which Thucydides has trar.fmitted to us entire. 
Whether it was really com pofed by Pericles, or 
by the Hiftorian, we may affirm that it is truly 
worthy the Reputation of 'both thofe great Men, 
as well for the noble Simplicity of the Stile, as 
for the juft Beauty of the Thoughts, and the Great- 
nefs of the Sentiments which tfiine in every Part of 
it. After having paid, in fo folemn a Manner, 
this double Tribute of Tears and Applaufes, to 
the Memory of thofe brave Soldiers, who had 
facrificed their Lives to defend the Liberties of 
their Country ; the Publick, who did not confine 
their Gratitude to empty Ceremonies and Tears, 
maintained their Widows, and all their infant Or- 
phans. This was a powerful Incentive to animate 
the Courage of the Citizens j for, wherever Merit 
is beft rewarded, there the greateft Number of il- 
luftrious Men arife. 

About the Clofe of the fame Campaign, the 
Athenians concluded an Alliance with Sitalccs, 
King of the Odryfes, in Thrace ; and, purfuant to 
this Treaty, his Son was admitted a Citizen of 
Athens. They alfo made an Accommodation with 
Per dice as 9 King of Macedo?iia, by reftoring him 
the City of Therm* ; after which they joined their 
Forces, in order to carry on the War in Chalcis. 

In the Beginning of the fecond Campaign, the 
Enemy made an Incurfion into the Country, as 
before, and laid it wafte ; but the Plague made a 
much greater Devaftation in Athens j the like 
having never been known before. It is faid, that 
it began in Ethiopia, whence it defcended into 
Egypt i from thence fpread over Libya, and a great 
Pare of Perjsa j and, at laft, broke in at once, like 
a Flood, upon Athens. 

Thucydides, who himfelf was feized with that 
deadly difeafe, has defcrib'd very minutely, the 
feveral Circumftanccs and Symptoms of it, in or- 
der, fays he, that a faithful and cxaft Relation of 
this Calamity, may ferve as an Inftru£tion to Po- 
fterity, in cafe the like fhould ever happen. Hip- 
pocrates, who was em ploy 'd to vific the Sick, has 
alfo defcrib'd it in aphyhcal Way, and Lucretius 
after a poetical Manner. This Pcftilence baffled 
the utmoft Efforts of Art ; the moil robuft Con- 
ftitutions were unable to withftand its Attacks; 
and the greateft Care and Skill of the Phyiicians 
were a feeble Help to thofe who were infected. 

The Inftant a Perfon was fei/.ed, he was (truck 
with Defpair, which quite di fabled him from at- 
tempting :i Cure. The AlUftunce that was given 
them was ineffectual, and proved mortal to all 

fuch 
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fuch of their Relations, as had the Courage to ap- 
proach them. The prodigious Quantity of Bag- 
gage which had been removed out of the Country 
into the City, proved very hurtful. Mod of the 
Inhabitants, for want of Lodging, lived in little 
Cottages, in which they could fcarce breathe, du- 
ring The raging Heat of the Summer; fo that, 
chey were leen eicher piled one upon the other, 
(the Dead, as well as chofe who were dying) or 
elfe crawling through the Streets; or lying along 
by the Side of Fouiuains, to which they had drag- 
ged chem'elves, to quench the raging Thirft which 
confum'J them The very Temples were fiJl'd 
dead Bodies, and every Part of the City exhibited 
a dreadful Image of Death ; without having the 
leait Remedy lor the Prefent, or the leaft Hopes 

for the Future. 

This Plague, before it fprcad to Attica, had 
made terrible Havock in Pct/ta\ wherefore, Ar- 
fjxerxes 9 who had been inform'd of the mighty 
Reputation of Hippocrates of Coos, the greateit 
Phyfician of that or any other Age ; caufed his 
Governors to write to him, to invite him into his 
Dominions, in order that he might prefcribe to 
thofe who were infected. The King made him 
the molt advantageous Offers ; promijing him, as 
to Money, that he mould have whatever he would 
ask ; and, as to Honours, that he mould be equall'd 
with thofe of the higheft Diitinclion in his Court. 

Our Readers have already been told, the pro- 
digious Regard which was thewn to the Grecia?i 
Phyficiar.s in Perfia ; and, indeed, was it pofiible 
that fo uleful a Man as Hippocrates, could be too 
well rewarded? However, all the Splendour of 
the Petjian Riches and Dignities were not capable 
to corrupt him ; nor Itifle the Hatred and Aver- 
sion which the Greeks* entertained naturally for 
the Pe>ftuns, ever llnce the latter had invaded them. 
This great Phyfician, therefore, fent no other An- 
Aver but this, That he was free from either Wants 
or Defiles; that he owed all his Cares tohisFellow- 
Citizei.s, and Countrymen ; and was under no Ob- 
ligation to Bmbarians, who were profefs'd Ene- 
mies to Greece. 

Abfolute Monarchs, efpecially fuch as the Kings 
of Pet Jra, are not ufed to Denials ; wherefore 
Artaxet xes y in the higheft Tranfports of Rage, 
fent to the City of Coos, the native Place of Hip- 
pocrates, and where he was at that Time ; com- 
manding them to deliver up to him that infolent 
Wretch, in order that he might be brought to 
condign Punifhment ; and threatning, in Cale they 
refufed, to lay wafte their City' and Ifland in fuch 
a Manner, chat not the leaft Foocftepsof it {hould 
remain. However, the Inhabiiancs of Coos were 
not under the leaft Terror. They made Anfwcr, 
that the Menaces of Darius and Xerxes had not 
been able to prevail with them, to allow thofe 
Monarchs cither Land or Water, or to obey their 
Orders ; and that the Threats of ^Irtaxerxes would 
avail as little; but that, Jet what would be the 
Conference, chey would never give up their Fel- 
low-Citizen *, and that, they depended on the Pro- 
tection of che Gods 

Hippocrates had fa id in one of his Letters, chat 
he owed himfelf entirely to his Country : And, 
accordingly, the Inftant he was fent for to Athens, 
he went thither, and did not once ftir out of che 
City, till the Plague was quite ecafed. He de- 
voted himfclf entirely to the Service of the Sick ; 
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and to multiply himfelf, as it were, he fent fevc* 
ral of his Dilciples, into all Parts of the Country; 
after having compleatly taught them in what Man* 
ner to treat their Patients. The Athenians were 
ftruck with the deepeft Senfe of Gratitude for this 
generous Care ; they therefore ordain'd, by a pub. 
lick Decree, that Hippocrates fhould be initiated 
in the molt exalted Myfteri^s, in the fame Man- 
oer as Hercules, the Son of J upt t er ; that a Crown 
of Gold Ihould be prefented him, of the Value of 
a thoufand Stateres, amounting Co about eight 
hundred Pounds and that che Decree by which 
it was granted him, fhould be read aloud by a 
Herald in the publick Games, on the folemn Ft- 
ftival of Panathenaa : That the Freedom of the 
City fhould be given him, and himfelf be main, 
rained at the pabhek Charge, in the Prytaneum, 
all his Life, in cafe he thought proper ; and cnac 
the Children of all the People of Coos, whoJe 
City had gi-ven Birch to fo great a Man, fhould 
have the Privilege of being maintained and brought 
up in Athens, in the fame Manner as if they had 
been born there. 

In the me*n Time, the Enemy having march 'd 
into Attica, came down towards the Coaft, a.id 
advancing ftill forward, laid wafte the whole 
Country : But Pericles, fiill adhering to the Maxim 
he had "before eftablilh'd, not to expofe the Safety 
of the State to the Hazard of a Battle, would not 
fuffer his Troops to /ally out of the City : How- 
ever, before the Enemy left the Plains, he failed 
to Peloponnefus with an hundred Gallies, in order 
to haften their Retreat, by his making fo power- 
ful a Diver/ion i and after having made a dreadful 
Havock, (as he had done the firit Year) he re- 
turned unto the City. The Plague was itill there, 
as well as in the Fleet; and it fpread to thofe 
Troops that were befieging Potidaa. 

The Campaign being thus ended, the Athenians, 
who faw their Country depopulaced, by two great 
Scourges, War, and a Pefhlence, began to de- 
fpond, and to murmur again ft Pericles ; looking 
upon him as the Author of all their Calamities, 
as he had involved them in that fatal War. They 
fent, therefore, a Deputation to Lacedamo?iia, to 
obtain, if pofiible, an Accommodation by fome 
Means or other, firmly refolved to make whatever 
Conccflions fhould be demanded of them : How- 
ever, cheEmbaifadors returned back, without be- 
ing gratify'd in any one of their Demands. Here- 
upon, Complaints and Murmurs broke out afrc/h ; 
and the whole City was in fuch a Trouble and 
Confufion, as feem'd to pregnottricate che worft of 
Eviis; infomuch chat, in the Midft of this uni- 
verfal Confirmation, Pericles could not forbear af- 
fembling the People; whom he endeavour 'd to 
foften, at the fame Time that he Jabour'd co raife 
their Courage, by juftifyi ng himfelf. 

" The Reafons, fays he, which deter min'd you 
to undertake this War, and which you approved 
" at chat Time, are /till che fame ; and are not 
" changed by che Alteration of Circum fiances, 
•< which neither yon, nor my felf, could forefee. 

Had it been left to your Option, to make Choke 
•* of Peace or War, the former would certainly 
" have been more eligible; but as there was no 
i€ other Way for you to prcfervc your Liberty, 
4t but by drawing the Sword, was it pollible iot 
" you to heficate? If we are Citizens, who truly 
" love our Country, will our private Misfortune^ 

*' make 
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akc us ncglecl: the common Welfare of the 
4i State ? Every Man feels the Evil which aiflicls 
** him, becaufe it is pre fen 1 j but no one is fen- 
" fible of the Good which will refult from it, 
*< becaufe it is not come. Have you quite buried 
«* in Oblivion, the Memory of the Strength and 
*' and Greatnefs of your Empire ? Of the two 
" Parts which form this Globe of ours, viz. the 
«« Land and Sea, you have abfolute Poflcflion of 
te latter and no King, nor any other Power, is 
< c able to oppofe your Fleets. Ft is now your 
fC Duty to prefcrve this Glory and this Empire, 
or to refign it for ever. Be not therefore grie- 
« ved becaufe you are deprived of a few Country- 
tC feats and Gardens ; which ought to beconfider'd 
« no otherwife, than as the Frame of a Picture, 
,e though you would feem to make them the Pic- 
« ture itfelf. Confider, that if you do but pre- 
(t ferve your Liberty, you will ea(ily recover 
'« them j but that fliould you fufier your felvcs to 
« be deprived of that Blelfing, you will lofe every 
" valuable poffcfTion with it. 

" Don't (hew lefs Generoftty than your An- 
" ceftors, who, for the Sake of preferving their 
" City, abandon'd it on an Emergency j and who, 
" though they had inherited fuch Glory from their 
" Anceftors, fufFer'd the worft of Evils, and en- 
<c gaged in the moft defperate Enterprizes, to 
" tranfmit it to you. I will confefs, that your 
<c prefent Calamities are exceedingly grievous, 
" and I myfelf am duly fenfible, and deeply affi£t- 
" ed for them. But is it juft in you to exclaim 
lt againft your General, merely for an Accident, 
" that was not to be averted by all the Prudence 
i( of Man ; and to make him refponfible for an 
(t Event, in which he has not the leaft Concern? 
" We muft fubmit patiently to thofe Evils, with 
r< - which Heaven affli&s us, and vigoroully op- 
** pofe fuch as a rife from our Fellow- creatures. 

As to the Hatred and Jealoufy which attend 
<r on your Profperity, this is the ufual Lot of all 
*' who believe thcmfelves worthy of commanding 
u over others. However, Hatred and Envy are 
f< not long liv'd, but the Glory that accompanies 
• f exalted Actions is immortal. Revolve there- 
tf fore perpetually in your Minds, how fhameful 
91 and ignominious it is, for Men to bow the Neck 
** to their Enemies, and how glorious it is to 
4< triumph over them ; and then, animated by 
" this double Reflection, march on to Danger 
" with Joy and Intrepidity ; and do not crouch fa. 
" tamely to the Laccdamonians, fince it will be to 
" no Purpofe j but remember, that they who dif- 
f E| a y tne greateft Bravery and Refolution, in 
,f Dangers, are for ever moft efteem'd and ap- 
" plauded. " 

The Memory of the Honour and Glory, and 
the great Aclions which had been perform'd by 
their Anceltors 5 the foothing Title of Sovereigns 
of Greece, and above all, the Jealoufy of Sparta, 
the ancient and perpetual Rival of Jit hem \ were 
the Motives which Pericles had ufually employ'd, 
to move and rouse the Courage of the Athenians, 



rides was infupportable to them. They, rht re- 
fore, remov'd him from the fuprcam Com mad'*; 
and fentene'd him to pay a Fine, which, ac ord- 
ing to fome Hi (to Hans, amounted to fifteen Ta- 
lents; and, according to others, fifty. 

However, this publick Difgrace of Pericles was 
not to be very lafting: The Anger of the People 
was appeas'd by this firft Effort; and quite fpent, 
by their injurious Treatment of him, in like 
Manner, as the Bee leaves its Sting in the Wound. 
But then he was not fo happy, with Regard to his 
domeftick Evils; for, befides his having loft a 
great Number of his Friends, and Relations, by 
the Peftilence; inteftine Feuds, and Divifions had 
long reign 'd in his Family. 

Xanthippus, his eldeft Son, who himfelf was 
extreamly profufe, and had marry 'd a young Wife, 
who was no lefs extravagant, could not bear his 
Father's exact OEconomy ; he allowing him but 
a very fm ail Sum for his Pieafures. This made 
him borrow Money in his Father's Name. When 
the Lender waited upon Tericles for the Debt, he 
not only refus'd to pay, but even profecuted him 
for it. Hereupon, Xanthippns was fo enrag'd, he 
inveigh'd in the moft heinous Terms again ft his 
Father; exclaiming againft him in all Places; and 
ridiculing openly the Ailemblies, he held at his 
Houfe, and his Conferences with the Sophifis. He 
did not know that a Son, though he fhouid meec 
with unjuft Treatment (which was not his Cafe) 
ought to fubmit patiently to the Jnjuflice of his 
Father, in the fame Manner, as a good Citizen is 
oblig'd to fuffer that of his Country. 

The Plague carry 'd off Xanthippns ; and, at the 
fame Time, Pericles loft his Sitter, together with 
many of his Relations, and belt Friends, whofe 
Afliitance he moft wanted in the Admin ift rati on. 
But he did not fink under thefe Loflcs ; his 
Strength of Mind was not fliaken by them ; and 
he was not feen to weep, or fhew the ufual Marks 
of Sorrow, at the Grave of any of his Relations, 
till the Death of Para/us, the iaft of his legiti- 
mate Children : And even then, cortur'd and agi- 
tated inwardly by this violent Shock, he did his 
utmoft to prefcrve his ufual Tranquillity, and not 
(hew any outward Symptoms of Sorrow. But, go- 
ing to fix the Chaplet of Flowers on his dead 
Son's Head ; he could not fupporc chc cruel Sight, 
nor ftifle theTranfports of his Grief,which,at laft, 
fore'd its Way in Cries, Sobs, and a Flood of 
Tears. 

Pericles, fedue'd bv the Principles of a falfe 
Philofophv, imagin'd, that the bewailing the 
Death of his Relations, and Children, would be- 
tray aWeaknefs, that no Way fuited the Greatnefs 
of Soul he had ever difcover'd ; and that, on this 
Occafion, his Scnfibility, as a Father, would tar- 
nifli his Glory, as a Conqueror. A vain Error, 
and childifh lllufion, which either makes Hcroifm 
to confift in a wild and favage Cruelty; or elfe, 
leaving the fame Grief and Confufion in the Mind, 
makes a vain Parade of Conftancy and Refolution, 
which it has not, merely to gain Applaufe. Bur, 
docs martial Bravery obliterate and fupprefs all 



and, till then, he had been fuccefsful that Way. 

But, on this Occafion, the Senfc of the prefent the Impulfes of Nature? /s a Man dead to all 

ftvils prevail'd over every other Confideration; Scnfations, becaufe he makes a considerable Figim? 

and (tilled all Thoughts, which did not immcdi- in the State? Antoninus, the Emperor, had a m'uJi 



in the State? Antoninus, the Emperor, had a nVuJi 
more juft, and human Way of thinking; when, on 
Occafion ot Marcus -rfurrfirts, who bewail'd rh.* 
Sight and Prefence of Pv- Death of him, who had brought him up, he* laid, 
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«tely relate to them. The Athenians, indeed, did 
'lot defign to fue any more to the Lacedemonians 
'or I cace; but the bare Sialic : 
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Suffer him to be a Man, for, neither Pkilofophy, 
nor the regal Dignity, make a Man infen/ible. 

Ficklenefs and Inconftancy were the chief Cha- 
racteri tricks of the Athenians j and, as chefe tranf- 
porced them, on a fudden, to the greateft Excef- 
fes, it foon redue'd them within the Bounds of 
Moderation and Gentlenefs. It was not long be- 
fore they repented of the Injury they had done 
Pericles', and earneftly wilh'd to fee him again in 
their Aflemblies. The People, by Dint ot fufFer- 
ing, began to bear patiently their domeftick Mif- 
fortunes, and to be fir'd more and more with a 
Zeal for the Glory of their Country 5 and they 
did not know any Perfon, more capable than Pe- 
ricles, of reftoring it to its former Splendor, which 
they long'd fo earneftly to fee. Pericles, at that 
Time, never ftirr'd out of his Houfej being op- 
prefs'd with Grief for' the Lofs he had fuftain'dj 
however, Alcibiades, and the reft of his Friends, 
intreated him to go Abroad, and fliew himfelf in 
publick ; and the People begging his Pardon, for 
ufing him fo ungratefully > Pericles, mov'd with 
their Intreatics ; and firmly perfuaded, that it did 
not become a good Man to harbour the leaft Re- 
fentment againft his Country, refum'd the Admi- 
niftration of Affairs. 

About the End of the fecond Campaign, fome 
Ambaifadors had fet out from Sparta, in order 
to fue for the Alliance of the King of Verfia, and 
engage him to furnifh a Sum of Money for main- 
taining the Fleet : This reflected great Ignominy 
on the Lacedamonians, who call'd chemfeives the 
Deliverers of Greece ; fince they thereby retraced, 
or fully'd, the glorious Actions they had formerly 
atchiev'd, in Favour of their common Country a- 
gainft Perfta ! 

Thefe Ambafladors went by theWay of Thrace ; 
in order to di fen gage Sit alee s \ if poflible, from 
the Alliance of the sfthenians\ and prevail with 
him to relieve Totidaa. But there they happen 'd 
to meet with fome Athenian Ambafladors, who 
caus'd them to be arretted, as Difturbers of the 
publick Peace, and afterwards to be fent to Athens $ 
where, without fuffering them to be heard, they 
were put to Death the fame Dayj and their Bo- 
dies thrown in the Fields, by Way of Reprizal on 
the Lacedemonians, who treated all who were not 
of their Party, in the fame inhuman Manner. 

It is fcurce poflible to conceive how two Cities, 
which, a little before, had been fo ftrongly united, 
and ought to have mown a mutual Civility and 
Forbearance to one another; could fofter fuch an 
inveterate Hatred, and break into fuch Acts of 
Violence and Barbarity, as at once infringed all 
the Laws of War, of Humanity, and of Nations; 
and prompted them to exercife greater Cruelties . 
upon one another, than if they had been fighting 
againft Barbarians, 

Potid&a had now been befieged almoft three 
Years j when, the Inhabitants, redue'd to the uc- 
moft Extremity, and being in fuch Wane of Pro- 
viso™, that fome fed on human Flefli ; and not 
expecting any Relief from the PcfoponneJ/answhofe 
Attempts \n Attica had all prov'd abortive, fur- 
rendred on certain Conditions ; one of which 
Jeems to have been, that they fhould all leave 
the City, without Delay. 1 he Circumttances, 
which induc'd the Athenians to treat them with 
Lenity, were, the Severity of the Weather, which 
exceedingly annoy'd the JBefiegers ; and the pro- 



digious Expence of the Siege, which had already 
coft two thoufand Talents. They went, therefore, 
out of the City, with their Wives and Children, as 
well Citizens as Foreigners, with each but one 
Suit of Cloaths, and the Women two ; and only 
a little Money to carry them elfe where 5 which 
done, the Athenians fettled a Colony there. They 
blam'd their Generals, however, for granting this 
Capitulation without their Order ; becaufe, other- 
wife, as the Citizens were redue'd to the utmoft 
Extremity, they muft have furrendred at Difcre- 
tion. 

The firft Thing Pericles did, after his being 
elected Generaliffimo, was to propofe the abroga- 
ting that Law, which he himfelf had caus'd to be 
enacted, againft Baftards, when there were legiti- 
mate Children ; that he might get his own Baftard- 
Son entred into the Lift of the Citizens of A- 
tbens. 

It declar'd, that fuch only fliould be confider'd 
as true and legitimate Athenians* whofc Fathers 
and Mothers were both Natives of Athens ; and it 
had been executed juft before with the utmoft Ri- 
gour. For, the King of Egypt having fent to 
Athens a Prefenc of forty thoufand Meafures of 
Corn, to be diftributed among the People, the 
Baftards, on Account of this, new Law, were in- 
volved in a thoufand Difficulties ; and were us'd 
with a Cruelty, till then unpractis'd, and which 
had not been fo much as thought of. Near five 
thoufand of them were condemn'd, and fold as 
Slaves ; whilft fourteen thoufand and forty Citi- 
zens were confirm'd in their Privileges, and re- 
cognized as true Athenians. 

It was thought very ftrange, that the Author, 
and Promoter of this Law, lhould himfelf defire 
to have it repeal'd : But the Athenians were fo 
much mov'd to Companion, at the domeftick Ca- 
lamities of Pericles, that they permitted him to 
enter his Baftard, in his own Name, in the Re- 
gifter of the Citizens of his Tribe. 

A little While after, he himfelf was infected 
with the Peftilence. Being extreamly ill, and 
ready to breathe his laft, the principal Citizens, 
and fuch as had not forfaken him j difcourfing 
together in his Bed-Chamber about his uncommon 
Merit, they ran oyer his Exploits, and computed 
the Number of his Victories ; for, whilft he was 
Generaliffimo of the Athenians, he had rais'd, in 
Honour of their City, nine Trophies, as a Me- 
morial of that Number of Battles won by him. 

They did not imagine Pericles heard what they 
were faying, becaufe he feem'd to have loft his 
Senfes ; but it was far otherwife, for, not a /ingle 
Word of their Difcourfe had efcap'd him ; when, 
breaking; fuddenly from his Silence ; €§ I am fur* 
" priz'd ( fays he) you fliould treafure up fo well 
jn your Memories, and extol fo highly a Series 
u of Actions, in which Fortune had fo great a 
" Share, and which are common to me, with 
many other Generals ; and, at the fame Time, 
fhould forget the moft glorious Circumftance 
in my Life; I mean, my never having caufw 
a Jingle Citizen to put on Mourning," Excel- 
lent Words ? which very few in high Stations cuv. 
declare with Truth. The Athenians were deeply 
afflicted at his Death. 

Our Readers have, doubtlefs, obfervM, from 
what has beer) faic! o( Pericles, that, in him vveJ 
united moft Qualities, which constitute a 

Man i 
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Man j as thofe of the Admiral, by his great Skill 
in naval Affairs; of the great Captain, by his 
Conquefts and Victories ; of the High- Treasurer, 
by the excellent Order in which he put the Fi- 
nances; of the great Politician, by the Extent, 
3nd Juftnefs of his Views, by his Eloquence in 
publick Deliberations, and by the Dexterity and 
Addrefs, with which he tranfadted Affairs of a 
Minitter of State, by the Methods he employ 'd 
to increafc Trade, and promote the Arts in gene- 
ral. In fhort, of Father of his Country, by the 
Happinefs he procured to every Individual, and 
which he almoft always had in View, as the true 
Scope and End of his Adminiftration. 

But, we muft not omit another Char acteri flick, 
which was peculiar to him: He conducted himfelf 
with fo much Wifdom, Moderation, Difinterefted- 
nefs, and Zeal for the publick Welfare ; he dif- 
cover'd, in all Things, fo great a Superiority of 
Genius, and gave fo exalted an Idea of his Expe* 
rience, Ability, and Integrity, that he gain'd the 
Confidence of all the Athenians \ and fix'd (in his 
own Favour) during the forty Years he govern'd 
that People, the Ficklenefs and Inconftancy, which 
was natural to them. He fupprefTed that Jealoufy, 
which an extream Fondnefs for Liberty had made 
them entertain againft all fuch Citizens, as were 
diftinguifh'd by their Merit and great Authority. 
But the moft furprizing Circumftance, is, he gain'd 
this great Afcendant, merely by the gentle Methods 
of Perfuafion; without employing Force, mean 
Artifices, or any of thofe Arts, which an ordinary 
Politician excufes in himfelf, upon the fpecious 
Pretence, that the ill State of the publick A ffairs, 
and the Intereft of his Country made chem necef- 
fary. 

Anaxagoras dy r d the fame Year as Pericles ; and 
Plutarch relates an Incident concerning him, that 
happen'd fome Time before, which muft not be 
omitted ; and which derogates greatly from his 
Memory, He fays, that this Philofopher, who 
had voluntarily reduced himfelf to the Extreams 
of Poverty, in order that he might have the more 
Leifure to purfue his Studies, finding himfelf 
neglected, in his Old- Age, by Vericles \ who, be- 
ing taken up with the Affairs of Government, had 
not always Time to think of him j wrapp'd his 
Cloak about his Head (as was cuftomary with the 
Ancients, when they had detcrmin'd to dye) and 
threw himfelf on the Ground, in the fix'd Kcfolu- 
cion to ftarve himfelf. 

Pericles, hearing of this accidentally, to pre- 
vent the Reflections of the World, ran with the 
fwiftcfl: Speed to the Philofopher's Houfe, pre- 
tending the deepeft Affli&ion. He there conjured 
him, in the ftrongeft and moft moving Terms, 
not to throw his Life away ; adding, that it was 
Anaxagoras he bewail'd, but himfelf, for Fear, 
he fhould be fo unfortunate, as to lofe fo wife and 
■ ; nthful a Friend ; one, who was fo capable of 
E*ving him wholfome Advice, with Regard to the 
Prefiing Wants of the State. Then Anaxagoras, 
Uncovering his Head a little, f poke thus to him : 
1 ericlcs, thofc who ufe a Lamp* take Care to feed 
it with OH; Which was all he vouchfafed to* fay. 
to his ungrateful Pupil. This was a gentle, and, 
"p . f Jlme Tirne, a (Irong and piercing Reproach; 
J ericlcs ought to have fupply'd hid Wants unask'd : 
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Ancient GREECE. 

divers Countries, by the ciiminal Negligence ol 
thofe who ought to fupply them. 

The molt memorableTranfattion of the follow- 
ing Years, was, the Siege of Plata a by the Lace- 
damonians. This was one of the moit famous 
Sieges in Antiquity, on Account of the vigorous 
Efforts of both Parties; but efpecially for the glo- 
rious Refinance made by the Bcfiegedj and their 
bold and induftrious Stratagem, by which fevera! 
of them got out of the City ; and, by that Means, 
efcap'd the Fury of the Enemy. 

The Lacedamonians fet about this Siege, in the 
Beginning of the third Campaign. As foon as 
they had pitch'd their Camp round the City, in 
order to lay wafte the Places adjacent to it, the 
Plataans fent fome Deputies to Jirchidamus, who 
commanded on that Occafion, to reprefent, that 
he could not attack them with the leaft Shadow 
of Juitice ; becaufe that, after the famous Battle 
of Plataa, Paufanias, the Grecian General, offer- 
ing up a Sacrifice in their City to Jupiter, the 
Deliverer, in Prefence of all the Allies, had given 
them their Freedom to reward their Valour and 
Zeal j and that they ought not to be difturb'd in 
of their Liberties, lince it had been granted them 
by a Lacedamonian. Archidamus anfwer'd, that 
their Demand would be very reafonable, had they 
not join'd with the Athenians* the profefled Ene- 
mies to the Liberty of Greece ; but that, if they 
would difengage themfelves from their prefent 
Alliance $ or, at leaft remain neuter, they then 
fhould be left in the full Enjoyment of their Pri- 
vileges. 

The Deputies reply'd, they could not poflibly 
come to any Agreement, without firft fending to 
Athens, whither their Wives and Children were re- 
tir'd. The Lacedamonians permitted them to fend 
thither: when the Athenians promifing folemnly, 
to affift them to the utmoft of their Power, the 
Tlataans refolv'd to fuffer the Extremes of Mi- 
fery, rather than furrender; and accordingly, they 
inform'd the Lacedamonians, from their Walls, 
that they could not comply with the Terms pro- 
pos'd. 

Then Archidamus, after calling upon the Gods 
to witnefs, that he did not firft infringe the Alli- 
ance ; and was not the Caufe of all the Calami- 
ties which might befal the Plataans, for having 
refus'd the juft and reafonable Conditions which 
were ofter'd them, prepar'd for the Siege 5 fur- 
rounded the City with a Circumvallation of Trees, 
which were laid long- ways, very clofe together, 
with their Boughs interwoven, and turn'd towards 
the City, to prevent any Perfon from going out 
of it. 

He afterwards threw up a Platform, whereon 
to fet the Batteries; in Hopes that, as fo many 
Hands were cm ploy 'd, they fliould foon reduce 
the Place; to which End, he likewife caus'd Trees 
to be fcll'd on Mount Citharon, and interwove 
them with Fafcines, in order to fupport thcTerrais 
on all Sides ; he then threw upon itWood, Earth, 
and Stones : In a Word, whatever could help to 
fill it up. The whole Arrny work'd Night and 
Day, without the leaft IntermiiTion, during feventy 
Days ; one half of the Soldiers repoiing themfelves, 
whilft the reft were at Work. 

In the mean While, the Bcjicgcd obfem'ng the 
Work began to rife, they rai&'d up a Wooden 
Wall over the Walla of the City, oppolite to rhe 
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Platform in order chat they might always over- 
top the Befiegers; and fill'd the Hollow of this 
Wooden Wall, with the Bricks they took from 
the Rubbifh of the neighbouring Houfes fo that 
the Pieces of Timber ferv'd as a Defence to keep 
the Wall from falling, as it was carrying up. It 
was cover'd, on the Outride, with Hides both raw 
and dry; in order to flielter the Works, and the 
Workmen, from the Fires that were hurl'd. In 
Proportion as it rofe, the Platform was rais'd alfoj 
which, in this Manner, was carry'd to a great 
Height. But the Befieged made a Hole in the 
oppoiife Wall, in order to carry off the Earth 
that (uftain'd the Platform ; which the Befiegers 
perceiving, they put Rufh -Baskets fiWd with 
Mortar, in the Place of the Earth which had been 
remov'd, becaufe thefe could not be fo calily 

carry'd oft". 

The Btfieged, therefore, finding their firft Stra- 
tagem defeated, made a Mine under Ground as 
far as the Platform, in order to fhelter themfelves, 
and to remove from it the Earth, and other Ma- 
terials of which ic was compos'd, which they con- 
vey'd from Hand to Hand, as far as the City. The 
Befiegers were a considerable Time employ'd in 
this Manner, without being aware of the Strata- 
gem of the Enemy 5 till, at laft, they perceiv'd 
their Work did not go forward; and the more 
Earth they laid on, the weaker it grew: How- 
ever, the Befieged, judging it would, at laft, be 
quite finiflTd, by the Superiority of Numbers; 
without amufing themfelves any longer at this 
Work, or carrying the Wall higher on the Side 
towards the Battery j contented themfelves with 
building another within, in the Form of a Half- 
Moon, both Ends of which join'd to the Wall; 
in order for the Befieged to retire behind it, when 
the firlt Wall fhould be forced ; and fo oblige the 
Enemy to make new Works. 

In the mean Time, the Befiegers having fet up 
their iVIachines (doubtlefs after they had fill'd up 
the Ditch, though Thucydides does not fay fo) 
ftiook the City-W all in a terrible Manner ; which, 
though it alarm'd the Citizens very much, did 
not difhearten them. They employ'd every Arti- 
fice Fortification could fuggeft againft the Batte- 
ries of the Enemy. They deadned the Eirbrts of 
the Battering-Rams, by Ropes with Slip-Knots at 
the End, which faftned on the Head of the Bat- 
tering- Rams, and carry'd off whatever was (hot 
from them. They alfo made Ufe of another Ar- 
tifice; faftning the two Ends of a great Beam with 
long Iron Chains, fix'd both Ways to two large 
Pieces of Timber, which fpread Side- ways, and 
lean'd again ft the Wall ; fo that, whenever the E- 
nemy play'd their Machines, the Befieged lifted 
up this Beam, and Jet it fall back on the Point of 
the Battering-Ram, which quite deadned its Forcej 
and confequendy, made it of no Effect. 

The Befiegers finding the Attack did not go on 
fucccfsfully, and that a new Wall was rais'd againtt 
their Platform, defpair'd of being able to itorm 
the Town ; and therefore, changed the Siege into 
a Blockade. However, they firlt endeavour'd to 
fet Fire to it, imagining, the Town might onflly 
be burn'd down, 4s it was fo fmall, whenever a 
(Irong Wind ihould rife; for, they made Ufe of 
all the /\ rr jficcs imaginable, to make themfelves 
Matter.*, of the Town, aflbon as poflible, and with 
Utile iixpenee. 



To this End, therefore, they threw Fafcincs 

into the Intervals between the Walls of the Town 
and the Intrenchment with which they had fur- 
rounded them ; and fill'd them in a very little 
Time, becaufe of the many Hands employ'd by 
them j in order to fet Fire, at the fame Time, to 
different Parts of the Town. Then they kindled 
the Fire with Pitch and Sulphur, which, in a 
Moment, made fuch a prodigious Blaze, the like 
had never been feen ; and, by this Invention, 
they were very near taking it, which had baffled 
all their other Efforts. For, the Befieged could not 
get to the feveral Parts of it ; and, had the Wea- 
ther favour'd the Befiegers, as they flatter 'd them- 
felves it would, it had certainly been taken: But 
Hiftory informs us, an exceeding heavy Shower 
of Rain fell, which immediately extinguiih'd the 
Flame. 

This laft Effort of the Befiegers having been 
defeated as fuccefsfully as all the reft, they 
turn'd the Siege into a Blockade- and furrounded 
the City with a Brick- Wall, within and witbouc 
which, was a deep Ditch. The whole Army were 
engaged fuccefllvely in this Work ; and, when it 
was rinifh'd, they left a Guard over Half of it; 
the Boeotians offering to guard the reft; upon 
which, the Lacedamonians return 'd to Sparta, a- 
bout the Month of Oclober. There were then, in 
Plataa* but four hundred Inhabitants, and four- 
fcore Athenians j with an hundred and ten Women, 
to drefs their Victuals ; and no other Perfon, Free- 
man, or Slave ; all the reft having been fent to 
Athens before the Siege. 

The next Summer, which was the fourth Year 
of the War, all the People of Lesbos, except the 
Citizens of Methymne, relolv'd to break from their 
Alliance with the Athenians. They had defign'd 
to rebel before the War was declar'd, but the~£tf- 
cedamonia?is would not admit them at that Time. 
The Citizens of Met hymns fent Advice of this to 
the Athenians ; affuring them, that, it an imme- 
diate Reinforcement was not fent, the Ifland would 
be inevitably loft. 

The Affliction of the Athenians, who had fuf- 
tain'd great Lofles, by the War, and the Pefti- 
Jencc, was greatly increas'd, when News was 
brought of the Revolt of fo confiderable an Ifland; 
whole Forces, which were quite frefli, would then 
join the Enemy, and ftrengthen them, on a fud- 
den, by the Addition of a powerful Fleet. The 
Athenians, therefore, fent forty Gallies, defign'd 
for Pe/oponnefus, which accordingly fail'd for Mi- 
tyfene. 

The Inhabitants, though in great Confirmation, 
becaufe quite unprepar'd, neverthelefs, affum'd a 
fpecious Appearance of Bravery j and according' 
ly, fail'd their Fleet out of the Harbour; how- 
ever, being rcpuls'd, they propos'd an Accommo- 
dation ; to which the Athenians liftned, from an 
Apprehenfion, that they were not ftrong enough 
to reduce the Ifland to their Obedience. A Suf- 
penfion of Arms was, therefore, agreed upon, du- 
ring which, the Mityienians fent Ambafladors to 
Athens. The Fear they were under, left the A- 
thenians fhould refufe to gratify their Demands 
made them, at the fame lime, fend others to the 
Lacedamonians 1 to defire Relief; which was n ( > n 
iil-judg'd, the Athenians fending them fuch 
A/i Aver, as was no Wars favourable. 
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fn the mean While, the Ambafladors of Mity- 
Jene, who were expos'd to great Danger in their 
Voyage, being arriv'd in Laconia, the Spartans 
deferr'd giving them Audience, till the Solemni- 
zation of the Olympick Games, in order that the 
Allies might hear the Complaints they had to 

make. 

We fliall copy the Whole, which was as fol- 
lows ; as it may ferve, at the fame Time, to give 
a juft Wea of the Style of Thucydides ; and how 
the feveral Nations were difpos'd, with Regard 
to the Athenians and Lacedamonians. 
« We are fenfible ( faid the Ambafladors) it is 
cuftomary to ufe Defer ters well, at fir it, be- 
cauie of the Service they do thofe whom they 
fly to ; but to defpife them afterwards, as Trai- 
tors to their Country, and Friends* This is 
far from being unjuft, when they have no real 
Caufe to abandon their Party 5 when the fame 
Union fubfifts, and the fame Relief is recipro- 
cally indulged as before. But, it is far other- 
wife with us and the Athenians ; and we in treat 
you, not to be prejudic'd againft this Step we 
have taken* becaule, after having been treated 
mildly by the Athenians* during the Peace, we 
now break from their Alliance* when thev are 
unfortunate. For, appearing here to denre to 
be receiv'd as your Friends and Allies^ we ought 

to begin our own Justification, by {hewing the 
Juftice and Neceflity of our Procedure ; it Being 
impoflible for a true Friendfhip to be eftab- 
lifcYd between Individuals, or a folid Alliance 
between Cities, unlefs both are founded on Vir- 
tue* and a Similitude of Principles and Senti- 
ments 

" To come to the Point : The Treaty we con- 
cluded with the Athenians* was not to inflave 
Greece, but to free it from the Yoke of the 
Barbarians \ and it was concluded, after the 
Retreat of the Perfians, when you laid down 
the Command. We adher'd to it with Pleafure, 
as long as the Athenians continued to entertain 
juft Defigns ; but, when we faw they difconti* 
nued the War they were carrying on againft 
the Enemy, merely to oppreis the Allies* we 
could not but fufpect their Conduit. And, as 
it was extreamly difficult, in fo great a Diver- 
fity of Interefts and Opinions, for all the Allies 
to continue clofely united ; and ftill harder for 
chem to make Head againft the Athenians, when 
themfelves were divided; the Athenians have 
fabjected, by in fenfible Degrees, aM the Allies, 
except the Inhabitants of Chios* and our People; 
" and fubjected them by our Forces. For, at the 
*' fame Time they left us, feemingly, at our Li- 
berty, they obliged us to follow them ; though 
we could no longer rely on their Words, and 
had the ftrongjeft Kcafon to fear the like Treat- 
ment. And indeed, what Probability is there, 
after their in Having all other Nations, they 
mould fliew a Regard to us only, and admit us 
only upon the Foot of Equals, if they may be- 
come our Mafters, whenever they pleafe ; efpe- 
ually, as their Power rifes daily, in Proportion 
a« ours Icflcns ? 
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'* A mutual Fear between Confederates, is a 
ftrong Motive to make an Alliance Lifting ; and 
Jo prevent unjuft, and violent Attempts, by 
keeping all Things in an Equilibrium. Their 
leaving us the Enjoyment of our Liberties, was, 



c< 

tc 
tc 

Ct 
it 
IC 

tc 

iC 

tc 
tc 
it 
tt 

iC 

<c 

it 
ct 

tc 
ct 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
ct 

tt 
tt 



tc 

4t 
Ct 
€t 
ft 
tt 
tt 
tt 

tC 
tt 
tt 
tt 

*C 
ti 

ct 

tt 

tc 
tc 



Ct 

tt 
tt 
tt 



tt 

tc 

tt 

cc 

tt 

tt 

tt 

ft 



tc 

ft 

tc 

ct 

tt 

c* 

it 
It 

<< 



merely becaufe they could not intrench upon 
them by open Force 5 but only by that Equity 
and fpecious Moderation they have flie.'.n us. 
Firjl, they pretend to prove, by their tender 
Ulage of us, that, as we are -feee, we fhould 
not have march'd, in Conjunction with them, 
againft the other Allies, had they not given 
them juft Grounds for Complaint. Secondly* 
by attacking the weakeft firft, and fubduing 
them, one after another 5 they enabled them- 
felves to opprefs the mightieft, who, at laft, 
would be left fingle and unfupported : Whereas, 
had they begun, by invading us, at the Time 
the Allies were polTefs'd ot all their Troops, 
and were able to make a powerful Alliance, 
they could not fo eafily have compleated their 
Defigns* Befides, as we had a large Fleet, 
which would have ftrengchned considerably, 
whatever Party we ftiould have declar'd for, 
this was a Check upon them. Add to this, the 
high Regard we have always fhewn for their 
Republick, and the Endeavours we have us'd, 
to gain the Favour of thofe who commanded 
in it, have kept off our Ruin. But we had 
been undone, had not this War broke out ; a 
Circumftance, which the Fate others have met 
with, will not fuffer us to doubt. 
" What Friendfhip then, what lafting Alliance 
can be concluded with thofe, who never are 
Friends and Allies, but when Force is employ'd 
to make them continue fuch ? For, as they were 
obliged to carefs us, during the War, to pre- 
vent our joining with the Enemy; we were 
conftrain'd to treat them w ith the fame Regard 
in Time of Peace, to prevent their falling upon 
us. That which Love produces in other Places, 
was, with us, the Effect of Fear. It was this 
Circumftance, that made an Alliance fubfift for 
fomeTime \ which both Parties were determin'd 
to break the firft Occafton that fhould offer it- 
felf : Let, therefore, no one accufe us for the 
Advantage we now take. We had not always 
the fame Opportunity to lave ourfelvcs, as they 
had to ruin us : But were under a Neceflity of 
watching for one, before we could venture to 
declare ourfelves againft them. 

€t Thefe are the Motives, which now oblige us 
to feek for your Alliance : Motives, the Equity 
and Juftice whereof appear very ftrong to us ; 
and confequently, call upon us to provide for 
our Safety : We ftiould have claim'd your Pro- 
tection before, had you been fooner inclin'd to 
indulge us therein ; for, we ofier'd ourfelves to 
you, even before the War broke out : We are 
now come, at the Perfuafion of the Baotians, 
your Allies, to difengage ourfelves from the 
Oppreffors of Greece, and join our Arms with 
the Defenders of it ; and to provide for the Se- 
curity of our State, which is now in imminent 
Danger. 

« itanv Thing can be objected againft our 
Conduct, it is, our declaring fo precipitately, 
with more Generality than Prudence, and with- 
out our having made the leaft Preparations. But 
this, alfo, ought to engage you to be the fpee- 
dier in alfifting us, that you may not lofc the 
Opportunity of protecting the Opprefs 'd, and 
taking Vengeance on your Enemies. There 
never was a more favourable Seafon, than that 
which now offers itfclf ; a Seafon, when War 
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*' and Peftilence have confum'd their Forces, and 
•* drain'd their Treafury : Not to mention, that 
" their Fleet is divided ; by which Means they 
* c will not be in a Condition to refill you, Ihould 
*' you invade them, at the fame Time, by Sea and 
<c Land. For, they will either leave us to go 
*< and attack you, and fo give us an Opportunity 
*' of relieving you; or otherwife, they will op- 
* c pofe us altogether; and then you will have but 
«* half their Forces to encounter. 

** By the Way, let no one imagine, that you 
cc will expofe yourfelves to Danger, for a People 
*' incapable of doing you any Service. OurCoun- 
" try, indeed, lies at a confiderable Di fiance from 
"you, but our Afliftance will be at Hand. For, 
** the War will not be carry'd on in Attica, as is 
** generally fuppos'd, but in that Country, whofe 
'* Revenues are the Support of Attica ; and we 
t( are not far from thence. Confider alfo, that in 
" abandoning us, you will increafe the Power of 
tc the Athenians, by the Addition of ours ; and 
" then no Nation will dare take up Arms againft 
them : But, in aflilting us, you will ftrengthen 
yourfelves with a Fleet, which you greatly 
want; you will excite many Nations, after our 
* c Example, to join you; and you will take off 
" the Reproach which is caft upon you, of aban- 
4r doning thofe who ask your Protection ; which 
will be no inconfiderable Advantage to you, 
during the Courfe of this War. 
*' We, therefore, implore you, in the Name of 
<e the Olympick Jupiter \ in whofe Temple we now 
" ftand, not to defeat the Hopes of the Greeks ; 
" nor reject a fupplicating People, whofe Prefer- 
" vation may be of great Advantage, as their 
f f Ruin may be of infinite ill Confequence to you. 
« Shew yourfelves fuch here, as both the Idea 
** that is entertained of your Generofity, and the 
" the extream Danger to which we are redue'd, 
'« may demand; that is, the Protectors of the 
" Afflicted, and the Deliverers of Griece." 

The Allies, ftruck with thefe Reafons, admitted 
them directly into the Alliance of Peloponnefus ; 
and it was immediately refolv'd, to make an In- 
curtion, with the utmofi Speed, into the Enemy's 
Country ; and that the Allies mould rendezvous at 
Corinth with two Thirds of their Forces. The 
Lacedamonians came firft, and there prepard En- 
gines for tranfporting the Ships from the Gulf of 
Corinth into the Sea of Athens \ in order to invade 
Attica both by Sea and Land. The My tele ans 
alfo were very expeditious ; but the Allies, being 
employ'd in their Harveft, and beginning to grow 
tir'd of the War, were a long Time before they 
came together. 

During this Interval, the Athenians, who were 
fenfible, all thefe Preparations were made againft 
them, from a Supposition they were very weak, 
refolv'd to undeceive the World, and mew, chat 
they alone were able to equip, and maintain a 
Fleet, unaffifted by that of Lesbos ; wherefore, 
they put to Sea a Fleet of an hundred Sail, which 
they mann'd with Citizens, as well as Foreigners ; 
not exempting a finele Citizen, but fuch as were 
oblig'd to ferve on Horfe-back, or whofe Revenue 
amounted to five hundred Meafures of Corn. Be- 
ing arrival off the JJthmui of Corinth, in order to 
make an oftentatious Show of their Power, they 
made a Dcfcent upon whatever Parts of Pelopon- 
ntfui they pleaVd. 



The World never faw a finer Fleet. The At he. 
mans guarded their own Country, and the Coafta 
of Eubcea and Salamis, with a Fleet of an hun- 
dred Ships ; They cruiz'd round Peloponnefus, with 
another Fleet of the like Number of Veflels, ex- 
clufive of thofe which were before Leibos^ and other 
Places. The Whole amounted to upwards of two 
hundred and fifty Gallies ; the Expence of which 
powerful Armament quite exhaufted their Trea- 
fury ; which had been very much drain'd before 3 
by the Charge of the Siege of Potidaa. 

The Lacedamonians, greatly furpriz'd dt fo for- 
midable a Fleet, which they did not expect-, re- 
turn'd fpeedily to their own Country; and only 
ordered forty Gallies to be fitted out for the Re- 
lief of Mityhne. In the mean While, the Atheni- 
ans had fent a Reinforcement thither, confiftin 
of a Thoufand Soldiers heavily arm'd, by whole 
Affiftance they made aCountervallation,withFoks 
in the molt commodious Places 5 fo that it was 
blocked up, both by Sea and Land, in the Begin- 
ing of Winter. The Athenians were in fuch great 
Want of Money, in order to carry on this Siege, 
that they were forced to aflefs themfelves, which 
they had never done before ; and, by this Means, 
two hundred Talents were rais'd for that Pur- 
pofe. 

At length, the Mityleneans being in Want of all 
Things, and having waited, to no Purpofe, for 
the Afliftance, which the Lacedamonians had pro. 
mis'd them, furrendred; upon Condition, that no 
Perfon fhould be put to Death, or imprifon'd, till 
fome Ambafladors,whom they would immediately 
fend to Athens, fhould return ; and that, in the 
mean Time, the Troops fhould be admitted into 
the City. This was granted, however, afToon as 
the Athenians had got Poflcffion of the City, fuch 
of the factious Mityleneans, as had fled to the Al- 
tars, by Way of Afylum, were convey'd to Tene- 
dos, and afterwards to Athens. There the Affair 
to the Mityleneans was debated. As their Rebel- 
lion had greatly exafperated the People, becaufe 
the Athenians had not us'd them ill ; and therefore, 
it fcem'd to be merely the Effect of their Hatred 
of them 5 in the firft Tranfports of their Rage, 
they refolv'd to put to Death, indiTcriminateTy, 
all the Citizens ; and to make all the Women and 
Children Slaves : And immediately* they fent a 
Galley to put [this Decree in Execution. 

However, Night gave them JLeifure to make 
Variety of Reflections : This Severity was judg'd 
too cruel, and carry'd farther than was conform- 
able to the Dictates of Juftice. They reprefented 
to themfelves the Fate of that unhappy City, quite 
abandon'd to Slaughter; and repented having in- 
volv'd the Innocent with the Guilty. This {uddco 
Change in the Athenians , gave the Mitylcncan Am- 
baffadors fome fmall Hopes ; and they prevail M 
fo far with the Magiftrates, as to have the Affair 
debated a fecond Time. Cleon, who had fuggefted 
the firft Decree, a Man of a fiery Temper, and 
who had great Authority over the People, main- 
tain^ his Opinion with great Vehemence and Htjit. 
He reprefented, that it was fhameful, for a wife 
Government to change with every Wind, and to 
annul in the Morning, what they had decreed the 
Night before j and that it highly conccrn'd them, 
to take an exemplary Vengeance of the Mityh- 

in order to awe other Nations, who wt' rc ' 
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But Diodortis, who had contradicted Cleoji in 
the firft Aflembly, now oppos'd his Arguments 
more ftrongly than before. After defcribing, in 
a tender, and pathetick Manner, the deplorable 
Condition of the Mitylencans, whofe Minds mutt 
neccfTarily be on the Rack, whilft they were ex- 
pecting a Sentence, to pronounce their Fate, 
he represented to the Athenians; that the Fame of 
their Mildnefs and Clemency had ever reflected 
the higheft Honour upon them, and diltinguifh'd 
them glorioufly from all other Nations : That the 
Citizens of Mitylene had been drawn involuntarily 
into the Rebellion ; a Proof of which was, their 
furrendring up the City to them, the Inftant it 
was in their Po^ er fo to do : That, therefore* by 
this Decree, they would murder their Benefactors; 
and confequently, be both unjuft and ungrateful, 
in thus punifhing the Innocent with the Guilty. 
He obferv'd farther, that, fuppofing the Mityle- 
nians in general were guilty, yet it wbuld be for 
the Intereft of the Athenians to diflembie ; in or- 
der that the rigorous Punifhment they had de- 
creed, might not cxafperate the reft of the Al- 
lies: And, that the beft Way to put a Stop to the 
Evil, would be, to leave Room for Repentance; 
and not plunge the Mity/eneanr into Defpair, by 
abfolucely refufing them a Pardon. His Opinion, 
therefore was, that they mould examine very de- 
liberately, the Caufe or thofe factious Mityleneans % 
who had been brought to Athens* and pardon all 
the reft. 

Thefe Arguments had fomeWeight with them; 
however, the Opinions were very much divided $ 
fo that Diodorus carry'd it only by a few Votes. 
A fecond Galley was, therefore, immediately fit- 
ted out : It was furnifh'd with every Thing, that 
might haften its Courfe ; and the AmbafTadors 
of Mity/ene promis'd agreat Reward to the Crew, 
provided they arriv'd Time enough. Wherefore, 
they quitted not their Oars, even when they took 
Suftenance ; but eat and drank as they row'd, and 
took their Reft alternately ; and, very happily for 
them, the Wind was favourable. The firft Galley 
had got a Day and Night's Sail before them ; but, 
as thofe on board carry'd ill News, they did not 
make great Hatte. 

The Arrival of this Galley before the City, had 

fpread the utmoft Confternation in every Part of 

it : But it increas'd infinitely, when the Decree, 

by which all the Citizens were fentene'd to die, 

was read in a full Aflembly. Nothing was now 

heard in all Places but Shrieks, Cries, and dreadful 

Lamentations. The Moment that the Sentence was 

going to be put in Execution, Advice came, that 

a fecond Galley was arriv'd. Immediately the 

cruel Maflacre was fufpended. The Aflembly was 

convened again; and the Decree, which granted A 

Pardon, was liftned to with fuch a Silence and 

Joy, as is much cafler to be conceiv'd, than ex- 
prefs'd. 

All the factious Mity/cncans, though upwards of 
a Thoufand, were put to Death. The City was 
afterwards di (mantled, the Ships deliver'd up; and 
the whole Mand, the City at Me thy mm excepted, 
was divided into three thoufand Parts or Portions, 
tnrce hundred of which were confccratcd to the 

vT'fu thc G ° da; and the othcr Parts wcre di " 
viciccl by Lot, among fuch Athenians as were fent 

tether j ro whom the Natives of the Country 

gave a Revenue of two Mina, about fix Pounds, 



for every Portion ; on which Condition, they were 
ftill permitted to poffefs the Ifland, but not as 
Proprietors. The Cities likewife, which belonged 
to the Mityleneanst on the Coaft of Jfia, wer e til 
redue'd by the Athenians. 

The Winter before this, the Inhabitants of P!a- 
f** 3 having loft all Hopes of Relief, and being 
in the utmoft Want of Provifions, form'd a Reso- 
lution to cut theirWay through the Enemy : But 
half of them, ftruck with the Greatnefs of the 
Danger, and the Boldnefs of the Enterprise, quite 
loft their Courage, when they came to the Exe- 
cution : However, the reft (who were about two 
hundred and twenty Soldiers) perfifted in their 
Refolution, and made their Efcape through the 

About the End of the following Campaign, 
which is that wherein Mitylene was taken, the 
Plataans, who ftaid behind, being in abloluce 
Want of Provifions, and unable to make the leaft 
Defence, furrendred upon Condition, they thould 
not be punifti'd but by due Courfe of Law. Five 
Commi flioners came for this Purpofe from Loco- 
nia, who, without charging them with any Crime 
barely ask'd therh, whether they had done any 
Service to the Lacedemonians, and the Allies, du- 
ring this War. The / lataans were greatly fur- 
prix'd, as well as puzzled, at this (^ueftion ; and 
were fenfible, it had been fuggefted by the The- 
bans, their profefs'd Enemies, who had vow'd their 
Deftruction : Wherefore, they reminded the Spar- 
tans, of the Services they had done Greece in ge- 
neral, both at the Battle of Artemifia, and that of 
Tlataa ; and particularly, in Laconia, at theTime 
of the Earthquake, which was folio w'd by the Re- 
volt of their Slaves. 

The only Reafon (they declar'd ) of their fince 
joining with the Athenians* was, to defend them- 
felves from the Hoftilities of the Thehans, againft 
whom they had implor'd the Afliftance of the La- 
cedemonians to no Purpofe. If that was imputed 
to them as a Crime, which was only their Misfor- 
tune, this Crime ought not, however, quite to 
obliterate the Remembrance of their former Ser- 
vices. 

•* Caft your Eyes (faid they) on the Monuments 
C( of your Anceftors, which you fee here, to whom 
" we annually offer up all thofe Honours, which 
• c can be paid to the Manes of the Dead. You 
" thought fit to intruft their Bodies with us, and 
** make us Eye - Witnefies of their Bravery; and 
f * yet you will now give up their Afhes to Mur- 
therers, in abandoning us to the Thcbans y who 
u fought againft them at the Battle of Plata*. 
t€ Will you inflave a Province, where Greece re- 
r « cover'd its Liberty? Will you deftroy the Tern- 
99 pies of thofe Gods, to whom you owetheVic- 
" tory ? Will you abolifli the Memory of their 
i€ Founders, who contributed fo greatly to your 
Safety { On this Occafion, we dare prefume to 
fay it, our Intereft is infeparable from your 
" Glory; and, if you deliver up your ancient 
Friends and Benefactors, to the unjuft Hatred 
" of the Thebans, it will reflect eternal Infamy 
upon you." 

One would conclude, thefe juft Remonftranccs 
fliould have made fome Impreflion on the Lace-* 
dxmonians\ but they were bynfu'd more by the 
An fiver that the Thebam made, aid which was 
exprefs'd in the moll haughty and bitter Terms 
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againlr, the Tlataans ; and befides, they had 
brought Orders from Sparta, They flood, there- 
fore, to their firft Queftion, viz. ffbether the Pla- 
tasans bad done them any Service Jsnce the War ? 
And making them pafs by, one after another, as 
every one anfwer'd, No, he was immediately but- 
chered, and not one efcap'd. About two hundred 
were kill'd in'this Manner ; and twenty-five Athe- 
nians, who were among them, met with the fame 
unhappy Fate: Their Wives, who had been taken 
Prifoners, were made Slaves. The Thtbam after- 



wards peopled their City with Exiles from Megara 
and Plataa j but the 1 ear after, they raz'd the 
City, ft was in this Manner, that the Lacedamo- 
nians, in hopes of reaping great Advantages from 
the Thebans, facrifie'd the Plataans to their Ani- 
mofity, ninety- three Years, from the Time they 
firft engag'd in Alliance with the Athenians. 

In the iixth Year of the War of 'Peloponnefus, 
the Plague broke out anew in Athens, and again 
fwept away great Numbers. 



CHAR XL 

The Athenians pojfcfs themfelves of Pylus, and are befteged in it ; The Spartans, on the 
other Hand y are fw rounded in Sphacleria ? and taken by Cleon ; Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus dies, and is fucteeded by Xerxes II ; iVho is murtherd foon after by Sogdi- 
anus • He is likcwifc put to Dcath^ in Return, by Ochus, <who fuccccds him j He 
gives his youngefl Son Cyrus the Command of all Afia Minor ; The Athenians fojjefs 
themfelves of the fjland Cythera ; Brafidas, in Return, pojfejfes him/elf of Amphipo- 
lis; The Athenians defeated at Delium; Brafidas and Cleon killed; A fifty ¥ws 
Truce co'ficluded between the Athenians and Lacedaemonians. 



WE ftall pafs over feveral particular Tnci- 
cidents of the fucceeding Campaigns, 
which differ very little from one another; 
the Lacedamonians making regularly, every Year, 
Incurfions into Attica,^ and the Athenians into Pe- 
loponnefus ; we fhall likewife omit fome Sieges of 
different Places : That of Pylus, a little City of 
Mejfenia, ftanding but four hundred Furlongs rrom 
Laconia, was one of the molt considerable. The 
Athenians, headed by Demofihenes, had taken that 
City, and fortify 'd themfelves very ftrongly in it, 
in the feventh Year of the War. The Lacedamo- 
nians left Attica immediately, in order to recover, 
if poffible, that City ; and accordingly, they in- 
vaded it both by Sea and Land j on which Occa- 
fion, Brafidas, one of their Leaders, fignaliz'd 
himfelf by the moft extraordinary Bravery. Juft 
oppofite to the City was a little Ifland, call'd 
Splacleria, from whence the Befiegers might have 
greatly annoy'd the Athenians, andblock'd up the 
Harbour ; wherefore, they ported a felecl Body of 
Lacedamonians therein, confifting of four hundred 
and twenty, exclufive of the Helot es. Hereupon, 
a naval Engagement was fought, in which the 
Athenians were victorious ; and accordingly, they 
fct up a Trophy. This done, they furrounded 
the Ifland ; and put a Guard in every Part of it; 
to prevent any of the Inhabitants from going 
out, or any Provifions from being brought in to 
them. j 

The News of this Defeat having rcach'd Spar- 
ta, the Magiftrate thinking it an Affair or the 
urmoft Importance, fet out himfelf for the Place, 
that he might be better able to take proper Mea- 
fures ; when concluding, that it would be impof- 
fiblc for him to favc thofc who were in the Iflandj 
and that they mult, at lalt, neccflarijy be ftarv'd 



out, or be taken by fome other Means, he pro- 
pos'd an Accommodation. A Sufpenfion of Arms 
was then agreed on, in order to give the Laceda- 
monians Time to fend to Athens j but, upon Con- 
dition, that, in this Interval, they mould furren- 
der up all their Gal lies j and not attack Pylus, ei- 
ther oy Sea or Land, till the Return of the Am- 
bafladors : That, if they comply'd with thefe Con- 
ditions, the Athenians would permit them to carry 
a certain Quantity of Provifions to thofe who were 
in the Ifland ; and that the Whole ihould be done 
publickly, and in Sight of both Armies. That, 
in cafe this Agreement ihould be ever fo little in- 
fringed, the Truce ihould be broke ; otherwife, 
that it mould continue in full Force, till the Re- 
turn of the Ambafladors j whom the Athenians 
obliged themfelves, by the Articles, to convey 
backwards and forwards ; and then the Laceda- 
monians ihould have their Ships reftor'd them, in 
the fame Condition in which they had been deli- 
vered up. Such were the Articles of the Treaty; 
and the Spartans began to put it in Execution, 
by furrendring about threfcore Ships ; after which 
they fent Ambafladors to Athens. 

Being admitted to Audience before the People, 
they began by faying, that they were come to 
the Athenians to fue for Peace, which they them- 
felves were, a little before, in a Condition to 
have granted them : that they might then acquire 
the Glory of having rcftor'd all Greece to a wiAVd 
for Tranquillity, Uncc the Lacedamonians would 
permit them to be Mediators in the Treaty : That 
the Danger to which their Citizens were expos'" 
in the Ifland, had determin'd them to take iuch a 
Step, as could not but be very grating to Spar- 
tans : However, that their Affairs were far from 



being defperatc; and therefore, that now was the 



The HI ST 0 R T of Ancient GREECE. 



277 



'Time to eftablilh, between the two Nations, a 
fj rm and folid Friendship ; becaufc the Affairs of 
both were ttill fluctuating, and Fortune bad not 
yet declar'd abfolutely in Favour of eicher : That 
the Gods frequently abandon thofe, whofe Succefs 

five Us them with Pride, by fhifting the Scene, 
and making them as unfortunate, as they before 
had been happy : That they ought to con fid er, 
the Fate of Arms is very uncertain ; and the Way 
to eftablifti a lading Peace, is not for the Victor 
to triumph over his Enemy, by opprcfling him, 
but to agree to a Reconciliation, onjuftand rea- 
sonable Terms : For then, conquer'd by Genero- 
{\zy, and not by Violence, his future Thoughts 
being all employ'd, not on Revenge, but Grati- 
tude, he is delighted, and thinks it his Duty to 
obferve the feveral Articles Ih'pulaced wkh invio- 
lable Fidelity. 

The Athenians had now a noble Opportunity to 
have ended the War, by a Peace, which would 
have been as glorious to them, as advantageous 
to all Greece: But Cleon, who had a great Afcen- 
ciant over the People, prevented fo great a Blef- 
iirg. They anfwer'd, therefore ( by his Direction) 
that thofe, \a ho were in the Jfland, fhould firit 
furrender at Difcretion ; and afterwards be carry'd 
todthens, on Condition of being fent back, affbon 
as the Lacedemonians fhould have reftor'd what 
the Athenians had been fore'd to give up by the 
jail: Treaty, and this being done, a firm and lad- 
ing Peace fhould be concluded. The Laccdamo- 
mans requir'd to have Deputies nominated; and 
infixed, that the^t henians mould promife to agree 
to what thefe fhould determine. But Cleon ex- 
claim'd againft this Propofal, and faid, it was 
plain they did not deal fairly ; fincc they would 
not tranfaft with the People, but with particular 
Men, whom they might eafily bribe ; and that, 
if they had any Thing to offer, they mould do it 
immediately. The Lacedamonians, therefore, find- 
ing there w as no Poffibility for them to treat with 
the People, without advifing with their Allies, and 
that, if any Thing lhould be granted by them to 
their Prejudice, they mult be rcfponfible for it, 
went away without concluding any Thing ; fully 
perfuaded, that they muft not expect equitable 
Treatment from the Athenians* now Fortune had 
uiVd them to fo great a Height of Po^er. 

A (Toon as they were return'd toPyltts, the Suf- 
penfion ceasM: But, when the Lacedemonians came 
u> demand back their Ships, the. ylthenians rcfus'd 

give them up; upon Pretence that the 1'reaty 
liad been infringed in fomc Particulars of little 
Confcquence. Hereupon, the Spartans exclaim'd 
bitterly againft this Propofal, as being a mani- 
tefr, and bafe, Perfidy ; after which they imme- 
diately prepared for W r ar, with greater Vigour and 
Animofity than before. An haughty Carriage in 
•S'lccef;, and Infincerity, with Regard Co the Ob- 
fervation of Treaties, feldom fail, at lair, to in- 
volve a People in great Calamities; as will ap- 
pear, by what follows. 

The slthniians continued ro keep a watchful 
Jjinird roiir.il (he Ifland, to prevent any Provifions 
heing brought into it; and hop'd they fiiould 
foon he able to ftarve out the Inhabitants. But 
the T.a» ed<emv titans prompted the whole Country, 
hy the Views of Lucie, ro relieve them; laying 
£ heavy Tax upon Provisions, and giving Inch 
^Uvl.s their Freedom, as would venture to convey- 



any into it. Provifions were, therefore, now 
brought (at the Hazard of Mens Lives) from ail 
Parts of Pelopomiefus : There were even Divers, 
who fwam from the Coaft to the Ifland, oppoiice 
to the Harbour, and drew after them Goats-Skins 
filPd with pounded Linfeed, and Poppies mix'd 
with Honey. 

Thofe who were beficged inPylus, were redue'd 
to almoft as great Extremities, being in Want 
both of Water and Provifions ; wherefore, when 
Advice was brought to Athens, that their Coun- 
try-men, fo far from reducing the Enemy by Fa- 
mine, were chemfelves almolr. ftarv'd; it was 
fear'd, that, as it would not be poflible for the 
Fleet to fubfift, during the Winter, on a Defert- 
Coaft, which belong'd to the Enemy ; nor to lie 
at Anchor in fo dangerous a Road, the ffland 
muft, by that Means, be lefs fecurely guarded, 
which would give the Prifoners an Opportunity of 
making their Efcape. But the Circumftance they 
chiefly dreaded was, that the Laccdamoniatis, af- 
ter their Country-men were once extricated from 
their Danger, would refufe to hearken to any 
Conditions of Peace ; fo that they now repented 
their having refused it when offer'd them. 

Cleon faw plainly, that all the Blame of the 
Refufal would be laid upon him 5 wherefore, he 
aflerted, the Report of the extreamWant of Pro- 
vifions, to which the Athenians* both within, and 
without PyliiSy were faid to be redue'd, was in- 
tirely falfe. He exclaim'd alfo before the People, 
againft the Supinenefs and Inactivity of the Lead- 
ers who befieged the Ifland ; pretending, if they 
exerted but ever fo little of their Bravery, they 
might foon take the Ifland ; and, had he com- 
manded, he would foon have taken it. On faying 
this, he was immediately appointed to head the 
Expedition; Nicias, who was to command it, 
rcflgning voluntarily that Honour to him ; either 
through Weaknefs, for he was naturally fearful ; 
or in a politick View, in order that the ill Succefs, 
which it was generally believ'd Cleon would meet 
with in this Enterprize, might lofe him the Fa- 
vour of the People. Hereupon, Cleon was greatly 
furpnVd, as well as puzzled ; for, he never ima- 
gined the Athenians would have taken him at his 
Word ; being a much better Talker than Fighter, 
and managing his Tongue much better than a 
Sword : Wherefore, he defir'd Leave to wave the 
Honour they offerVJ him ; for which he alledg'd 
feveral Excufes : But finding, the more he de- 
clin'd the Command, the more they prefi/d him 
to accept of it, he changed his Note; and fup- 
plying hisWant of Courage with Rhodomontade, 
declared before the whole Affembly, with a firm 
and rcfblute Air, he would bring, in twenty Days, 
thofe of the Ifland as Prifoners, or lofe his Life. 
On hearing this, the whole Aflcmbly burft into 
a Laughter, as knowing his Character but too 
well. 

Ncverthclcfs, Cleon, contrary to the Expectation 
of every one, made good his Words : In Conjunct 
tion with Dtmojlhcnes (the other Chief) he landed 
in the Ifland, attacked the Enemy with great Vi- 
gour, repuls'd chem from Polt to Poft ; and gain- 
ing Ground perpetually, at lull:, drove them a 
great Way up the I Hand. The Lacedxmotiians had 
poffcfs'd themfelves of a Fort, that was thought 
jnacccfliblc : There they drew up in Battle- Array, 
and lacing about ro that Side, on which only they 

4 A could 



178 



The BISTORT of Ancient GREECE. 



could be attack'd, defended thcmfelves like fo 

many Lions. 

As the Engagement had held the greareft Pare 
of the Day, and the Soldiers were opprefs'd with 
Heat and VVearincfs, and parch'd with Thiril ; the 
General of the Mtjjenians, directing himfelf to 
Cieon and Dcmojlhcnes, faid, all their Hfforcs would 
be to no Purpofe, unlefs they charged their Enemy 
in the Rear ; and promised, if they would give 
him but fome Arrchers, to turn and wind about, 
till he met with a Paffage. Accordingly, he and 
his Followers climb'd up certain fteep and craggy 
Places, which were not guarded ; when coming 
down, unperceiv'd, into the Fort, he appear'd., 
on a fudden, at the Backs of the Lacedemonians; 
which quite funk their Courage, and afterwards 
compleated their Overthrow. They now made 
but a very feeble Refinance ; and being opprefs'd 
with Numbers, attack'd on all Sides, and dejecled 
with Wearinefs, and Defpair, began to giveV\ ay : 
But the Athenians feiz'd on all the Panes, to cut 
off their Retreat. Then Clean and Demoflbenes 
findirg, that, ihould the Combat continue, not a 
Man of them would efcape ; and being defirous of 
carrying them alive to Athens, commanded their 
Soldiers to defiit ; and caus'd Proclamation to be 
made by an Herald, for them to lay down their 
Arms, and furrender at Difcrecion. 

At thefe Words, the greatcft Part lowered their 
Shields, and clapp'd cheir Hands, in Token of 
Approbation. A Kind of Sufpennon of Arms was 
now agreed upon j and their Commander defrVd 
Leave might be granted him, to difpatch a Mef- 
fenger to the Camp, to know the Refolution of 
the Generals. 1 his was not allowed, but they 
call d Heralds from the Coaft \ and after feveral 
Meflages, a Lacedemonian advane'd forward, and 
cry'd aloud, they were permitted to treat with the 
Enemy, provided they did not fubmit to diffio- 
nourable Terms. Hearing this, they held a Con- 
ference; after which they lurrendred at Difcretion, 
and were kept till the next Day. The Athenians 
then raifing a Trophy, and reltoring the Laceda 
monians their Dead, embark'd for their own Coun- 
try; having firft diitributed the Prifoners among 
the feveral Ships, and committed the Guard of 
them to the Captain of the Gallies. 

In this Battle fell an hundred and twenty-eight 
Lac edamoni arts, out of four hundred and twenty, 
which was their Number at fird ; fo there furviv'd 
not quite three hundred, an hundred and twenty 
of whom were Citizens of Sparta. The Siege of 
the Ifland (from the Beginning) and including the 
Time employ YJ in the Truce) had lafted feventy- 
two Days. They all now left 'Myitis ; and Clean's 
Promife, though fo vain and rafh, prov'd literally 
true. But, the moft furprizing Circumftancc was, 
the Agreement that had been made ; for, it was 

believ'd, the Ljcidemomans would have dy'd, 
every Man, Sword in Hand, rather than have fur- 
r end red their Arms. 

Beinf* come to Athens, they were order'd to re- 
m:i in Prifoners, till a Peace mould be concluded; 
provided the Lacedemonians did not make any In- 
curfions into their Country, in which Cafe they 
were all to be put to Death; this done, they left 
a Garrifon in Pylus. The Alejfenians of JVaupaffus, 
who had iovmvrly polfcfs'd it, fent thither the 
Flower of their You'h, who very much infe/tcd 
the Lacedemonians by their Incurfions; and, as 



thefe Mejfcnians fpoke the Language of the Coun- 
try, they prevailed wich a great Number of Slave?, 
to join them. Hereupon, the Lacedemonians 
dreading a greater Evil, fent feveral Deputation** 
to Athens, but to no Purpofe; the Athenians bein* 
too elate with their Prosperity ; and efpeciaJIv^ 
with their late Succefs, to lilten to any reafonablc 
Terms. 

In the feventh Year of the Pcloponncjian War, 
Artaxcixes fent to the Lacedemonians an Ambaf- 
fador, nam'd Artaphernes, with a Letter written in 
the Affyrian Language, in which he faid ; he had 
receiv'd many hm bailies from them, but the Pur- 
port of them all difFer'd fo widely, he could not 
comprehend, in any Manner, what it was they 
requeued : That, in this Uncertainty, he had 
thoughc proper Co fend a Pa //an, to acquaint 
them, if they had any Propofal to make, they 
ihould fend a trufty Perfon along with him, from 
whom he might be exactly inform'd what it was 
they dehVJ. This AmbafTador, arriving at Eion, 
flandingon the River Strymon inThracc, was there 
taken Prifoner, about the CJofe of this Year, bv 
one of the Admirals of the Athenian Fleet, who 
fent him to Athens. He there was treated wich 
the utmoit Civility and RefpecT: ; the Athenians 
being extreamly de/irous of recovering the Favour 
of the King his Matter. 

The Year following, aflbon as the Seafon would 
permit the Athenians to put to Sea, they fent the 
Ambatfador back in a Ship belonging to the Com- 
mon-wealth, at the publick Expence ; and ap- 
pointed fome of their Citizens to wait upon him 
to the Court of Perfia, in Quality of Ambaifadors, 
On their landing at Ephefus, they heard Afrtaxer- 
xes was dead ; whereupon, the Athenian Ambafla- 
dors, thinking it not ad vi fable to proceed farther, 
after this News, took Leave of At tuphemes, and 
return'd to their own Country. 

Alttaxerxcs Longimanus dy'd about the Begin- 
ning of the forty-ninth Year of his Reign. Xerxes, 
who fucceeded him, was the only Son which his 
Queen brought him : But he had leventecn others 
by his Concubines $ among whom was Sogdianus 

(who is call'd Secondianus by Gtcjias) Ochus and 
jfrfitcs, Sogdianus j in Concert with Pharnacias, 
one of the Eunuchs of Xerxes, went treachcroufly, 
one Feftival-Day, to the new King (who, after 
drinking too immoderately, was rctir'd to his 
Chamber, in order to give the Fumes of the Wine 
lime to evaporate) and kill'd him without any 
Difficulty, after he had rcign'd but forty-five 
Days j which done, Sogdianus ftcpp'd into the 
Throne. 

Scarce was he featcd in it, but he put to Death 
Bagorazus, the molt faithful of his Father's 
Eunuchs : ft was he, who had been appointed to 
fupcrintend the Intcrrmcne of At taxerxes, and °* 
the Queen, Mother to Xcixes, who dy'd the fame 
Day with her Royal Conforr. After having tit" 
pofited the two Bodies in the MauJ oleum, whcfO 
the King.-i of Petfia were interr'dj he found, at 
his Return, Sogdianus on the Throne, who did not 
receive him favourably, hecaufe of a Conceit he 
had had with him, in nia Father's Reign ; but rlic 
new King did not (top here; for, not long afr< r ' r > 
taking an Opportunity to quarrel .vith him f° f 
fome Trifle, relating to the Obfcquics of his Fa- 
ther, he cau:»'ci him to be iron'd 

'J'lieie two Murders, chat of his Brother XcrstU 

and 
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and of Bagorazus, foon made him detefted by che 
Army md the Nobles ; fo that he did noc chink 
himfelf fafe on a Throne, to which he had forc'd 
his Way by fuch horrid Murchers. He likewife 
fufpecTcd his Brothers harbour'd che fame Defign; 
but Ochus, to whom his Father had lefc che Go- 
vernment of Hyrcania, was the chief Obje£l of 
his Sufpicion : Accordingly, he fent for him, with 
an Incent to have him murther'd che Moment he 
arriv'd. However, Ochus, who faw through it, 
delay'd coming, upon various Pretences ; and con- 
tinued fo to do, till he march'd forward at the 
Head of a ftrong Army ; which he openly de- 
clar'd he would employ, to revenge the Death of 
his Brother Xerxes. This Declaration brought 
over to him great Numbers of the Nobility, and 
feveral Governors of Provinces, who were juftly 
diflatisfy'd with the ill Conduct, and unnatural 
Cruelty of Sogdianus : They put, therefore, che 
"liar a on the Head of Ochus, and proclaim'd him 
King. 

Hereupon, Sogdianus, feeing himfelf abandoned 
in this Manner, was as mean and cowardly, in 
the flight Defence he made to maintain his Crown, 
as he had been before unjuft and barbarous in 
ufurping it. Concrary Co che Advice of his beft 
Friends,. and the wifeft Perfons who ftill adher'd 
to him, he concluded a Treacv wich his Brother ; 
who, feizing Sogdianus, caus'cf him to be thrown 
into Afhes, where he dy'd a cruel Death. This 
was a Kind of Punilhment peculiar to the Perfe- 
ans, and exercis'd only on great Criminals. One 
of the higheft Towers was fill'd, to a cercain 
Height, with Aflies : Then the Criminal was 
thrown headlong from the Top of the Tower in- 
to them ; after which, the Aflies were, by a Wheel, 
turn'd perpetually round him, till he was fufFo- 
caced. Thus this wicked Prince loft his Life and 
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Empire, which he enjoy'd but fix Months, and 
fifteen Days. 

By the Death of this Brother, Ochus finding 
himfelf poflefs'd of che Empire, chought proper, 
aflbon as he was well fettled therein, to change 
his Name from Ochus to Darius : To diftinguiih 

him, Hiftorians add the Epithet Not bos, or No- man. Againft this Rebel, Darius fent Tiftphemes, 
thus-, fignifying the Baftard : He reign'd nineteen and conferred upon him, at the fame Time thac 
x ears. " " " ~ 



triguing, artful Woman, 

Husband, was govern'd by her on moil Occa- 
fions. 

The Counfci fhe gave was perfidious to the I a ft 
Degree: She advis'd him to cxercife his Cle- 
mency towards Sir typhi us, and fhow him kind U- 
fage, in order thac his Brother, when he heard 
of his treacing a rebellious Servanc with fo much 
Generofity, mighc hope, chac. he himfelf fliouid 
meet, at leaft, with as mild Treacmenc 3 and be 
thereby prompted to lay down his Arms, bhe 
added, that, when once he had feiz'd chac Prince, 
he then mighc difpofe both of him and Artyphius 
as he pleas'd : Darius fellow'd her Counfci, and 
it was fuccefsful. Arjttes, being informed of the 
gentle Ufage which Artyphius met wich, conclu- 
ded, thac, as he was Brother Co che Kins, he, 
conlequencly, fhould meec wich ftill more indul- 
gent Treatment ; and, being flatter'd with chis 
Hope, concluded a Treaty, and furrendred him- 
felf. Darius was very much inclin'd to fave his 
Life : But Paryfatis, by inculcating co him, chac 
he ought to punifli chis Rebel co fecure himfelf; 
ac laft, prevail'd wich him co puc his Brother Co 
Death; and accordingly, he was fufibcated in 
Afhes wich Artyphius. However, Darius had a 
violent Struggle wich himfelf, before he could 
give Orders for this Sacrifice ; having a very ten- 
der Affection for chis Brocher : He after -.ards puc 
fome other Perfons to Death, which Executions 
d d not procure him the Tranquillity he had ex- 
pected from them : For, his Reign was after a ards 
difturb'd with fuch violent Commotions, chat he 
enjoy \J buc liccle Repofe. 

One of the moft dangerous of thefe was chat, 
occafion'd by che InfurreGion of Pifuthnes; who, 
being Governor of Lydia, wanced co break off 
from his Allegiance co che Pcrjian Empire, and 
make himfelf King of thac Province. The Cir- 
cumftance, which fiatter'd him wich che Hopes of 
fucceeding on chis Occafion, was, his having rais'd 
a confiderable Army (which he himfelf paid) of 
Greeks, under che Command of Lycon, the Athe- 



In the mean While, Arjttes, another of his Bro- 
thers, obferving how Sogdianus had fupplanced 
Xerxes, and had himfelf been dethron'd by Ochus, 
defign'd to have fcrv'd the latter in the fame 
Manner. Accordingly, though he was Brother co 
Ochus, by the Mother's Side, as well as Father's, 
he broke out into open Rebellion againft him, 
and was aflifted in it by Artyphius, the Son of 
Mcgabyzus, 

Hereupon, Ochus, whom, hereafter, wc fliall al- 
ways call Darius, fent Artafyras, one of his Ge- 
I\ craI »* againft Artyphius ; and himfelf, ac che 
J 'jcad of another Army, march'd againft Arjttes. 
Art Jphius 9 with the Grecian Troops in his Pay, 
defeated the General twice who had been fent 
againft him : But, engaging a third Time, the 
aft mcntion'd Troops were corrupted ; and he 
j"mfelf was beaten, and fore'd to furrendcr, upon 
nis bei n g flatter'd with Hopes, that a Pardon 
vouw be granted him. The King would have 

1 r y ,m P uc to Death, but was diverted from 
Sift Kt '!; )lutio . n b y Qneen Paryfatis t his Queen and 
* "wr ; the being the Daughter of Artaxerxes, but 



he gave him a confiderablc Army, the Commif- 
fion of Governor of Lydia, of which he was to 
difpoffefs Pifuthnes. Hereupon, Tifaphernes, who 
was an artful Man, and capable of acting in all 
Characters, found the Means to tamper with the 
Greeks under Pifuthnes ; and, by Dint of Prefents 
and Promifes, 'gain'd the Troops, and their Ge- 
neral, who came over co him. Wherefore, the 
Rebel, who, by chis Ocfertion, was unable fo carry 
on his Doiigns, furrendred, upon beii.g flactur\J 
wich the Hopes of obtaining his Pardon . hut the 
Inftant he was brought before the King, he was 
fentencM co be fuffocatcd in Alhes ; and according- 
ly, met with the fame Fate as che relr of the Re- 
bels. Buc his Death did noc puc an End to all 
the Troubles ; for, Amotges, his Son, wich the 
Remainder of his .Army, ftill oppos'd Tifaphernes^ 
and, for two Years, laid wafte the maritime Pro- 
vinces of Afia Minor; till, at laft, he was taken 
by the Greeks of Tefoponnefus, in Iafus, a City of 
Ionia, and tlclivcr'd up by the Inhabicancs to" 27- 
f aphonics, who put him to Death. 

After this, Darius was involvM in frefliTroubles 
by one of his Eunuchs : Thele Officers, for rmivy 
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Years, ufurpeda fovereign Power in the Court of 
Per/fa 5 and we (hall find by the Sequel of this 
Hiitory, chat they always govcrn'd there abfolute- 
ly. We may know their Characters, and the Dan- 
ger to which they expofe Princes, by the Picture 
which Dioctcfum, after he had refigncd the Empire, 
and reduced Jhimfelf to a private Station of Life, 
drew of Freed men, who, in like Manner, tyran- 
nized over the Roman Emperors. " Four or five 
Perfons, fays he, who are clofcly united, and 
refolutely determined to impofe on a Prince, 
may do it very eafily. They never exhibit 
Things to him but in fuch a Light, as they are 
fure will pleafe : They conceal whatever would 
contribute to enlighten him ; and as they, only, 
befiege him continually, he cannot be inform'd 
of any Particulars but fuch as they pleafe to tell 
him, and he does nothing but what they think 
proper to bid him. Hence it is, that he be- 
itows Employments on thofeto whom he ought 
to refufe them; and, on the other Side, re- 
moves from their Ports, fuch Perfons as are 
mod worthy of filling them. In a Word, the 
beft Prince is often fold by thefc Men, though 
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Sj£id mult a ? " Ut Diode Man us ipfc dice bat, bonus, 

cauttts, opt huts venditur Imperator. 

Jn this Manner was the Court of Darius go- 
vern'd ; three Eunuchs had ufurp'd all the Power ; 
an infallible Mark that a Government is bad, and 
the Prince has not the leaft Merit. But one of 
thofe three Eunuchs, whofe Name was Artoxares, 
prefided over, and govern'd the reft. He had found 
the weak Side of Darius, by which he infinuated 
himfelf into his Confidence : He had ftudied all 
his Paffions, in order that he might feek every 
Opportunity to indulge them, and govern his 
Prince by their Means : He for ever immerfed 
him in Pleafures and Amufcments, purpofely that 
he himfelf might enjoy all the regal Authority. 
In fine, under the Name and Protedrion of Queen 
Paryfatis, to whofe Will he was a faithful Slave, 
he difpofed of the whole Adminiftration, and no- 
thing was tranfacled but by his Orders. Intoxi- 
cated by the fupremc Authority, which the Fa- 
vour of his Sovereign gave him, he refolved^ to 
make himfelf King, initead of being prime Mini- 
frer ; and accordingly form'd a Defign to get Da- 
rius out of the Way, and afterwards afcend the 
Throne. However, his Plot being difcover'd, he 
was feized, and deliver'd up to Paryfatis, who put 
him to a mod: ignominious and cruel Death. 

But the greateft Evil which happen'd in the 
Reign of Darius, was the Revolt of the Egyp- 
tians. This dreadful Calamity broke out the fame 
Year with the Rebellion of Pifuthncs : But Darius 
could not reduce Egypt as he had done that Re- 
bel. The Egyptians, tired with the Per/tan Go- 
vernment, flock'd from all Parts to Amyrtattt of 
SatSt who at laft was come out of the Fens, where 
he had defended himfelf, ever fince the Infurrection 
of Inarm had been quel I'd. The^ Per/fans were 
driven out, and Jmyrtaus proclaimed King of 
Egjp?> where he reign'd fix Years. 



had already concerted Mcafurcs, with the Arabi- 
ans, to attack them in that Country. News of 



this being brought the King of *Pcrfia, he rcr.sj, 
led his Fleet, which he had promifed the Lc-:mi. t . 
monians, in order thac they might guard hi«> own 
Dominions. 

Whilft Darius was carrying on the War in 2*'. 
gypt and Arabia, the Medes rebelled ; however 
they were defeated, and reduced to their Allegiance 
by Force of Arms. To punifh them for this Re- 
bellion, their Yoke (till then eafy enough) was 
made heavier : A Fate, that rebellious Subjects 
ever meet with, when the Gouernment, which 
they endeavour to fubvert, gains the Upper-hand. 

The Army of Darius feem to have had the like 
Succefs a gain ft the Egyptians, jimyrtaus dying 
after he had reign'd fix Years, Herodotus obferves, 
it was^by the Aififtance of the Petjfans that Pau- 
ftris his Son fucceeded him in the Throne. To 
effect this, they muft have been Matters of Egypt ; 
at lea It, they muft have had the ftrongeft Party 
in that Kingdom. 

After having crufh'd the Rebels in Media, and 
rcftor'd the Affairs of Egypt to their former Situa- 
tion, Darius gave to Cyrus, the youngeft of his 
Sons, the fupreme Command of all the Provinces 
of A/fa- mi nor : An important Commiffion, by 
which he commanded over all the Governors of 
particular Cities, fifr. in that Part of the Em- 
pire. 

We fhall now leave the 'Per/fans for a while, 
and rerurn to the Hiftory of the Greeks; of whom 
it is neceffary to bbferve, that the three or four 
Campaigns which followed the Reduction of the 
little Ifland of Sphafferia, were diftinguiuVd by 
very few confiderable Events : Only the Athenians, 
headed by Nicias, took the little Ifland of Cytbera, 
fituated on the Coaft of Laccdamonia, near Cape 
Malea, from whence they infefted the whole Coun- 
try. On the other Hand, Brq/fdas march 'd to- 
wards Thrace; to undertake which Expedition, 
the Laccdamonians were induced, by more than 
one Motive. They imagined they /hould thereby 
oblige the Athenians, who had fallen upon them 
in Laco?iia> to divide their Forces : The Thracians 
alfo had invited them thither, and ofFcr'd to pay 
the Army : Betides, they were extremely glad to 
embrace that Opportunity, in order to rid them- 
feives of the Heiotes* whom they expected to rife 
in Rebellion, ever fince the taking of Tyfus. 

They had already made away with two thou- 
fand or them, in a moft /hocking Manner. Upon 
the fpecious Pretence of rewarding Merit, even in 
Slaves, but, in Reality, to get rid of a Body of 
Men, whofe Courage they dreaded j they caufed 
Proclamation to be made, that fuch of thofe Slaves 
as had done the greateft Service to the State, in 
the laft Campaigns, mould enter their Names in 
the publick Rcgifters ; in order to their being 
made free. Accordingly, two thoufand gave i" 
their Names. They then were carried in Procci- 
fion by the Temples, with Chaplets of Flowers on 
their Heads, as though they were really to be let 
at Liberty. After this Ceremony, they all dif- 
appear'd, and were never heard of more. We 
have here an Inftance, in what Manner a jealous 
Policy, and a fufpicious Power, prompt Men to 
the Commiffion or the blackeit Crimes ; not fcrup" 
ling to make even Religion icfclf, and the Autho- 
rity of the Gods, fubfervient to their dark De 0 

firms. 
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They fent, therefore, fcven hundred Hthteu 
with Brafidas, whom they had appointed Gener.il 
in this Enterprise ; and who gain'd over feveral 
Cities, either by Force, or by Intelligence - 9 and 
itill more, by his Wifdom and Moderation. The 
Chief of thefe were Acanthus and Stagy ra, which 
were two Colonies from A/idros. He alfo march'd 
afterwards towards Amphipo/is, an Athenian Co- 
Jony> on the River Strymo?u Hereupon, the In- 
habitants difpatch'd immediately a Meffengcr to 
Thucydides the Athenian General, and famous Hi- 
ltorian, who was then in Thafus, a little J (land of 
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che Mgaan Sea, half a Day's Journey from Am- 
phipolis. The Athenian faiPd that Moment, wich 
fcven Ships, to fecure that Place, before B/ qfidas 
could feize upon it j or, if he hiVd in that, to get 
into Eton, which lay very near Amphipo/is. But 
Brajfdas being apprehensive of the Arrival of 
Thucydides, becaule of his great Credit in that 
Country, where he was poilelfed of fome Gold- 
Mines, made all the Difpatch imaginable, to get 
thither before him ; and ofFer'd fuch advantagious 
Conditions to the Befieged, who did not expect 
Succours fo foon, that they furrender'd. Thucy- 
dides arrived the fame Evening at Eton j and had 
he fail'd coming that very Day, Brafidas would 
have had Poffeflion thereof next Morning, by Day- 
Break : But* notwithstanding Thucydides had made 
all poffible Hafte, and thereby preferved Eion, 
the Athenians , with their ulual Injuftice, imputed 
to his Negligence the taking of Amphipo/is , and 
accordingly fentenced him to Banifhment. 

They were greatly afflicted at the Lofs of that 
City, obth becaufe they drew great Revenues from 
it, and Timber to build their Ships, and becaufe 
it was a kind of Pafs to enter Throve, They were 
afraid that all their A/lies, in that Neighbourhood, 
would revolt; cfpecially as Brafidas difcover'd 
great Moderation and Jultice, and always declar'd, 
that he came with no other View but to free the 
Country from the Athenian Yoke ; alluring them, 
that at his leaving Sparta, he had taken an Oath, 
in Prefence of the Magilrratcs, to leave all thole 
the Enjoyment of their Liberties, who would con- 
clude an Alliance with him ; and that he ought to 
be coniider'd as the molt abandon'd of Men, 
Should he employ Oaths to enfnare their Credu- 
lity. •« For, (he ufed to fay) a Fraud that is 
cloak'd with a fpecious Pretence, reflects infi- 
nitely greater Dimonouron Perfons in high Sta- 
tions, than open Violence ; becaufe, the latter 
is the Effect of the Power which Fortune has 
put into their Hands; whilit the Former is bdile 
wholly on Perfidy, which is the Peft of Society. 
Now, (continued he) I ihould do a great Dif- 
ferviee to my Country, befides bringing an eter- 
nal Odium on it, if, by procuring it fome flight 
Advantages, I Ihould ruin the Reputation it 
enjoys or being juir and faithful to its Promifes j 
which renders it much more powerful Chan all 
its Forces united together, becaule the former 
acquires them che 1^.1 teem arid Confidence of o- 
*' thcr Nations." By fuch noble and equitable 
Irinciples as thefe, Brafidas always lhap'd his 
Condufl ; believing, chat the itrongeU Bulwark 
<>i a Nation is Jultice, Modemtion, Integrity j 
"kI the firm Perfuafion which their Neighbours 
•*iid Allies entertain, that they are not fo bale as to 
harbour a Defign to ulurp their Territories, or de- 
prive them of their Liberty. By this Conduct he 
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gained o\er great: Numbers of the Rncmy's C&n* 
Jcdcr ates, 

^ In the mean while, the Athenians, under rfre 
Command ol Demujibe/ws and Hippocrates, had er> 
ter'd Baiottu, expecting that feveral Cities woulJ 
join them, the Moment they appeared. Here- 
upon, the The bans march'd ouc to meet them near 
Odium ; where a confiderable Engagement was 
fought, in which the Athenians were defeated, and 
put to Flight. Socrates was in this Battle - y and 
Laches, who accompanied that great Man in it, 
gives the following Teftirriony of him in V/aio : 
That had the reft of the Combatants behaved at; 
gallantly as Socrates, the Athenians would not have 
luftain'd fo great a Lofs before Dclium. He was 
iorced along with the Crowds who fled, and was 
on Foot; but Akibiades, who was on Horfeback, 
feeing him in that Diltrefs, rode up to him, and 
did not itir from him, but defended him with the 
utmoft Bra very from che Attacks of the Enemy, 
who were purluing him. 

The Athenians being thus routed, the Victors 
laid Siege to the City j in carrying on which, a- 
mong other Engines, they ufed one of a very ex- 
traordinary Kind. This was a long Piece of Tim- 
ber, cut into two Parts, and afcerwards dug hol- 
low, and join'd again, fo that its Shape refemblei 
very much that of a Flute. At one of the Ends 
was fix'd a long Iron Tub, at the End of which 
hung a large Kettle $ fo that by blowing a large 
Pair of Bellows, at the other End of the Piece of 
Timber, the Wind being carried from thence in- 
to the Tube, blew up great, and fierce Fire, .. ith 
Pitch and Brimftone, wherewith trie Kettle was 
fill'd. This Engine being carried on Carts, as far 
as the Rampart, to that Part where it waslhi'd 
wich Stakes and Fafcincs, chrew out fo great a 
Flame, that the Rumpart being immediately aban- 
don'd, and the Paliifades burnt, che Cicy was cafily 
taken. 

In the mean while the LofTes and Advantages 
on both Sides were pretty equal; and the two Na- 
tions began to grow tired of a War, which put 
chem to great Ex pence, and did not procure them 
any real Benefit. A Truce, for a Year, was there- 
fore concluded between the Athenians and Liiced.c- 
monians. The former were prompced to it, in or- 
der to check the Progrefs of Brafidas ; to fecure 
their Cities and Strong-holds 5 and after war Js to 
conclude a general Peace, in cafe they juJ^ed ic 
would be of Advantage to chem ; and che lactcr 
were induced chereto, in order, by the Sweets of 
Repofe, to make them wifli for Peace ; and to gee 
ouc of their Hands, fuch of their Citizens, as the 
Athenians had taken Prifoners in che liland of 
Sphafferia ; and which they could never expect to 
do, mould Brafidas extend his Conquers farthe:. 
The News of this Accommodation plunged B/j- 
Jt das into the deepelt Grief, fince this check 'd 
him in the Midft of his Career, and difoonccm J 
all his Projects. He could not even prevail with 
hi mi elf to abandon the City of Scionc, which he 
had taken two Days before, but without knowing 
that a Truce was concluded. He went itill far* 
thcr j and did not fcruple to take Mcnde, a little 
City, not far from Scione, zh \t furrender'd to him 
as the former had done, which was a direct Vio- 
lation of the Treaty: But t<rj/Ua* pretended he 
had other Infractions to ol>"jci: to che At hint- 
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It will naturally be fuppofed, chac a People fo 
haughty, were noWays p leafed with this Conduct 
of Brafidas : In EfFedt, C/eon, in all publick Af- 
femblies, was for ever inflaming che Minds of the 
-Athenians, and blowing up the Fire of War. His 
great Succefs in the Expedition of Sphaileria had 
raifed his Credit infinitely with the People : He 
now was grown infupportably proud, and his Au- 
dacioufneis was not to be reftranVd. He was Ma- 
iler of a vehement, impetuous, and furious kind 
of Eloquence, which prcvail'dover the Minds of 
his Auditors, not fo much by the .Strength of his 
Arguments, as by the Boldnefs and Fire of his 
Style and Utterance. It was Chon who firft fet the 
Example of bawling in Affemblies, where the 
greatelt Decorum and Moderation had till then 
been obferved ; of throwing his Robe behind him, 
to give him the more Liberty to difplay his Arms j 
of linking his Thigh ; and of running up and 
down the Roftt a whillt he was making his Speech. 
In a Word, he firit introduced among the Orators, 
and all thofe who were in publick tinployments, 
an ungovernable Ltcentioufnefs, and a Contempt 
of Decency : A Licentioufnefs and Con tempt, which 
foon introduced a dreadful Confuiion in the pub- 
lick Affairs. 

Thus two Men oppofed, feverally, the Tran- 
quillity of Greece, and railed, but in a very diU 
ferent Way, an invincible Obftacle to his Peace: 
Thefc were C/eon and Brafidas. The former was 
incited thereto, becaufe the War fcreen'd his Vices 
and evil Condufl ; and the latter, becaufe it added 
a new Luftre to his Virtues : And indeed, it jgave 
Chon an Opportunity of doing very unjuft Things, 
and Brafidus of performing many great and noble 
Actions: But their Death, which happen'd about 
the fame Time, healed the Divifions between the 
two Nations. 

The Athenians had appointed Chon to head the 
Troops which were to oppofe Brafidas, and re- 
duce thofe Cities that had revolted from their Al- 
legiance, There was none, for whofe Preferva- 
tion the Athenians were fo follicitous, as Amphi* 
po/is ; wherefore, Brafidias threw himfelf into that 
City, in order to defend it. Chon had written to 
Pcrdiccas, King of Macedonia, and to the King 
of the Odomantii to furnifti him with as many 
Troops as polliblc, and with the utmoft Expedi- 
tion. He waited for them, and had refolved not 
to advance immediately towards the Enemy: But 
finding his Soldiers, who had follow'd him invo- 
luntarily, and with Regret, grew tired of con- 

S'nuing fo long inactive ; and compar'd his Cowar- 
,cc and Inexperience, with the Ability and Va- 
lour of Brafidas, he could no longer bear their 
Contempt and Murmurs ; and imagining himfelf 
a great Captain, by his taking SphacJeria, now 
{iwe'ted the fame good Fortune would attend him 
at Amphipoiis, 

He approached it, therefore, merely, as he 
fa id, to take a View of the Place, and till fuch 
Time as all his Forces fliould be come up; not 
that he thought he had Need of any Co win that 
City, or that he doubted in any Manner his Suc- 
cefs, (for he was perfuaded that no one would dare 
to oppofe him;) but only to inable him to inveft 
the Place on all Sides, and afterwards to take it 
by Storm. Accordingly he inenmped before Am- 
phipo/is ; when, viewing very leilurely its Situa- 
tion, he fondly fuppofed, that it would be in his 




Power to retire whenever he pleafcd, without 
drawing the Sword ; for not a Man came out, or 
appeared on the Walls j and all the Gates of the 
City were kept fliut ; fo that Chon began to repent 
his not having brought up the Engines, imagin- 
ing that he wanted only thefe to make himfelf 
Mafter of the City. Brafidus, who was perfectly 
well acquainted with C /eon's Difpofition and Cha- 
racter, ltudioufly affected an Air of Fear and Re- 
ferve, to increase his Temerity, and the good Opi- 
nion he had of himfelf : Be/ides, he knew that 
C/eon had brought with him the Flower of the 
Athenian Forces, and the choiceft Troops of Lem* 
nos, and of Imbrus. «• 

Accordingly Chon, greatly defpifing an Enemy 
who did not aare to appear before him, bur (hut 
himfelf up, in a cowardly Manner, in the City; 
went boldly, and inadvertently, from Place to 
Place ; during which, there was the utmoft Ne- 
le€t of Difci pline among his Soldiers. Hereupon 
"raft das, whofe Intention was, to attack him on 
a Sudden, before all his Forces fhould be come up, 
thought this the critical Juncture : He had before 
concerted proper Meafures, and given out the Or* 
ders neceJary, He fallied out then, at once, on 
the Athenians, who were greatly fur prized and 
confounded ; accordingly the Left Wing immedi- 
ately drew off from the main Body, and fled; 
whereupon Brafidas turn'd the whole Force of his 
Arms againft the Right Wing, where he found a 
vigorous Refinance. Here he was wounded and 
difabled, upon which his Soldiers carried him oft 
unperceived by the Athenians. As for Chon, hav- 
ing no Inclination for Fighting, he fled, and was 
taken Prifoner by a common Soldier* who hap- 
pen'd to meet him, and killed him. The Troops 
he commanded defended themfelves for fome 
Time, and fuftained two or three Attacks, with- 
out giving Ground, but at laft they were broke 
through, and all gave Way : Brafidas was then 
carried into the City, where he furvived his Vic- 
tory but a few Moments. 

The whole Army being recurn'd from the Pur- 
fuit, ftripp'd the Slain, and afterwards fee up a 
Trophy. Then all the Allies* under Arms, fo- 
lemnized the funeral Obfequies of Brafidas, in a 
publick Manner ; and the Inhabitants of Amphi* 
po/is celebrated funeral Honours, every Year, to 
his Memory, as to a Hero ; with Games, Com- 
bats, and Sacrifices. They confider'd him as their 
Founder ; and, to fecure this Title the better to 
him, they demolifh'd all the Monuments of Afcnon 
who had really founded their City, in order to 
fhew, that they did not owe their Eftablifhment 
to an Athenian $ and, at the fame Time, to ingra- 
tiate themfelves the more with the Lacedamontans, 



on whom they depended wholly for their Security. 
The Athenians, after having carried off their Dead, 
with the Confcnt of their Viclors; rcturn'd to 
Athens, during which the Lacedamonians fettled 
the Affairs ofAmphipo/is. 

A Saying is related of the Mother of Brafidas, 
which greatly illuftratcs the Spartan Character. 
As fomcPcrfons were applauding, in her Prcfencc, 
the fine Qualities and exalted Actions of her Son, 
and declared him fupcriour to all other Generals? 
Tou are miftahen, fays flic ; my Son was a valiant 
Man, but Sparta has many Citizens who are ft W 
braver than he. A Mother's Gencroficy, in thus 

preferring the Glory of the State to that of her 

own 
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own Son, was admir'd, and did not go unrewarded ; 
tor the Ephori paid her publick Honours. 

After this laft Engagement, in which the two 
Perfons, who were the greateft Obftacles to the 
Peace, loft their Lives, both Narions feem'd more 
inclin*d to an Accommodation, and the War was 
fufpended, as it were, on both Sides. The Athe- 
nians y ever fince the Lofs of the Battles of Deli- 
urn and Amphipolis, had very much lower'd their 
Haughtinefs ; and were undeceiv'd, with Regard 
to the Opinion they had [hitherto entertain'd of 
their own Strength > which had ma^e chem refufe 
the molt advantageous Offers of their Enemies. 
Betides, they were afraid of the Revolt of their 
Allies, who, being difcouraged by their Lofles, 
might thtnce be prompted to abandon them, as 
feveral had already done. .Thefe Reflections made 
them ftrongly repent their not having concluded 
a Treaty, after the Advantages they had gain'd 
in Pyltc The Lacedemonians, on the other Side, 
no longer flatter'd themfelves with the Hopes of 
being able to ruin the Athenians, by laying wafte 
their Country ; and were like wife diflieartned and 
terrify'd at their Lofs in the Ifland, the greateft 
they had ever fuftain'd hitherto. They alfo con- 
ffder'd, that their Country was depopulated, by 
the Garrifons of Pylus and Cythera j chat their 
Slaves deferted } that they had Reafon to dread 
a greater infurre&ion ; and that, as the Truce 
they had concluded with the Inhabitants of Argos 
was near expiring, they had Reafon to be appre- 
henfive of being abandoned by fome of their Al- 
lies in Teloponnefus, as they accordingly were. 

Thefe feveral Motives, inforc'd, by the Defire 
they had of recovering the Prifoners, the greateft 

Part of which were the moft considerable Citizens 
of Sparta, made them defire a Peace. 

Thofe who were moft "foil icitous for having it 
concluded, and whofe Incereft it was chiefly to 
wifti it, were the Chiefs of the two States, viz* 
PHJlonax, King of Sparta, and Nicias, General 
of the Athenians. The former was lately returned 
from Banifhment, to which he had been fentenc'd, 
on Account of his being fufpected to have received 
a Bribe, in order to draw off his Troops from the 
Athenian Territories; and to this precipitate Re- 
treat, feveral Misfortunes which enfued were afcri- 
bed. He alfo was charged with having corrupted, 
by Gifts, the Prieftefs of Delphos, who had com- 



manded the Spartans, in the Name of the God> 
to recal him from Exile. Plijlonax was, therefore, 
defirous of Peace, in order to put an End to the 
Reproaches, which, on Account of the perpetual 
Calamities of the War, were daily reviv'd. As 
for Nicias, the moft fortunate General of his Age, 
he was afraid left fome unhappy Accident ftiould 
tarnifh the Glory of his Laurels ; and he was very 
glad to enjoy the Fruits of Peace in Eafe and 
Tranquillity, and to have his Country pofTefs the 
fame Happinefs. 

The two Nations began, by agreeing to a Suf- 
penfion of Arms for twelve Months 5 during which 
Time, being every Day together, and talting the 
Sweets of Security and Repofe, and the Pleafure 
of correfponding both with their Friends, and Fo- 
reigners j they grew paftionately defirous of lead- 
ing an eafy, undifturb'd Life, far remov'd from 
the wild Tumults of War, and the Horrors of 
Blood and Slaughter. They gave the utmoft De- 
monftrations of Joy, in hearing the Chorus of 
their Tragedies ting, May Spiders henceforward 
weave their Cobwebs on our Lances and Shields ! 
And they remembred with Pleafure him who faid, 
Thofe who fieep in balmy Peace, do not fiart from, 
it at the Sound of the Trumpet ; and nothing in- 
terrupts their fweet Slumbers but the peaceful crow- 
ing of the Cock. 

The whole Winter was fpent in Conferences, 
and Interviews ; in which each Party 'exhibited 
their Rights and Pretenfions. At laft, a fifty Years 
Peace was agreed upon, and ratify'dj one of the 
chief Articles of which was, that they ihould re- 
ciprocally give up the Prifoners on each Side. 
This Treaty was concluded ten Years, and fome 
Days, from the firft Declaration of the War. The 
Baotians and Corinthians were exceedingly dif- 
gufted at it j and, for that Reafon, fet every En- 

fine at Work, in order to excite frefti Troubles, 
ut Nicias perfuaded the Athenians and Laceda- 
monians to apply the laft Seal, as it were, to this 
Peace, by concluding an Alliance offend ve and 
defensive; which would ft r ike a greater Awe into 
all thofe who fhould want to break off from them, 
and make them furer of one another. The A- 
tbenians, in Confequence of this Treaty, at laft, 
reftor'd the Prifoners taken by them in the Ifland 
of Sphaclcria, 
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flfEgefta, in Sicily, implore the Relief of ^Athenians; Al 
the Sicilian fV ir ; He is impeach* d of Sacrilege, but, nevertl 
Generals on that Expedition ; He is rgcalPd; flies; is fentcned to 
and rcti. es to Sparta for Refuge ; where he gains the Efleem of 
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L C I B I A D E S began now to advance 
himfelf in the State, and appear in the pub- 
lick Affemblies. Socrates had devoted him- 
felf to that renown'd Grecian many Years, and 
adorn 'd his Soul with a great Variety of the nobleft 
Learning. This ftricl Intimacy between Alcibtades 
and Socrates, is one of the moft remarkable Cir- 
cumftances in his Life. 



That Philofojpher finding 
mm puucis u ui cxcciienc natural Qualities, which 
were greatly heightened by the Beauty of his Per- 
fon ; beftow'd incredible Pains in cultivating fo 
valuable a Plant, for Fear, left being neglefted, 
it fhould ftioot up wildly, or quite wither away. 
And indeed, Alcibiadts was expos'd to numberlefs 
Dangers, by the Greatnefs of his Extraclion j his 
vaft Riches > the Credit, and Authority of his Fa- 
mily ; the Reputation of his Tutors j his perfonal 
Talents; his exquifite Beauty j and, ftill more than 
thefe, by the flattering Arts employ'd by ail who 
approach'd him. One would have concluded, fays 
Plutarch, that Fortune had furrounded and in- 
verted htm with all thefe pretended Advantages, 
as with fo many Ramparts and Bulwarks, to make 
him invulnerable to all the Darts of Philofophy } 
to thofe falutary Darts, which ftrike to the very 
Heart, and leave in it the ftrongeft Incitements 
to Virtue, and folid Glory: But thofe very Ob- 
ftaclcs redoubled the Zeal of Socrates. 

Notwithstanding the "ftrong Endeavours that 
were us'd, to divert this young Athenian from a 
Correfpondence, which alone was capable of fc- 
curing him from all the abovemention'd Tempta- 
tions, he yet cultivated it very alfiduoufly. As 
Alcibiadcs was a Man of the nneft icnfe, he was 
fully fenfible of the rare and uncommon Merit of 
SocjiJtes; and could not refift the Charms of his 
fwcctly-infinuating Eloquence ; which, at chat 
Time, had a greater Afcendanc over him than 
the Allurements of Pleafure. He was fo zealous 
:i Difciple of this able Muter, that he follow'd 
him wherever he went ; tool; the utmolt Delight 
in his Conversation j was cxtrcamly well-pleas'd 
with his Principles i received his lnitruftiona, and 
even his Reprimands, with wonderful Docility ; 
:u.d would be io mov'd with his Difcourfes. as 
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he reprefent the Vices to which ^kibiades aban- 
doned himfelf. 

Alcibiadcs, in thofe Moments when he liftned 
to Socrates, differed fo much from himfelf, that 
he appear'd quite another Man. However, his 
headltrong, fiery Temper, and his natural Fond- 
nefs for Pleafure? which was heightned and in- 
flam'd by the Difcourfes, and Advice of young 
People, plunged him again into his former Irre- 
gularities, and tore him, as it were, from his 
Mafter j who then was obliged to run after him, 
as if he had been a Slave who had efcap'd. This 
Viciffitude of Flights and Returns, of virtuous 
Resolutions, and Kclapfes into Vice, continued a 
long Time ; but ftill Socrates was not difheartned 
at his Ficklnefs, but hop'd he fhould, at laft, 
make a Profelyte of him to the Caufe of Virtue. 
And to this certainly was owing the ftrong 
Mixture of Good and Evil, which were for ever 
blended in his Conduct; the Inftrudlions which 
his Matter had inftill'd into him, fomctimes tri- 
umphing ; and, at other Times, the Fire of his 
Parfions dragging him, as it were, againft his 
own Will, to Things of a quite oppofite Na- 
ture. 

This Intimacy, however, which continued as 
long as they liv'd. did not pafs uncenfur'd: But 
fdme Perfons of great Learning pretend, that thefe 
Ccnfures and Sufpicions, when duly examined, 
will difappcar ; and that they ought to be con- 
fider'd, as the Effcft of the Malice of both their 
Enemies. Plato, in one of his Dialogues, gives 
us a Converfation between Socrates andAJcibiades, 
wherein is reprcfented the Genius and Gha racier 
of the latter; who, henceforward, will have a 
very great Share in the Ad mini ft ration, at the 
Head of which he will make a very confpicuou* 
Figure. We flhall give a fhort Extra ft thereof in 
this Place, which, we hope, will not be unaccep- 
table to our Readers. 

In this Dialogue, Socrates is introduced conver- 
ting with Alcibiadcs j who, at that Time, was un- 
der the Guardianftiip of 'Pericles. He was then 
very young, and had been educated like the reft 
of the Athenians ; that is, he had been taugN 



, vcn to ilicil 1 ears, and abhor himfcli i fo weigh- polite Literature, and to play on Inftrumcnrs ; and 
{y was the Force of 1 ruth in the Mouth of Socra- had praftis'd Wrettling, and other bodily Exci- 
teH and m lo odious and irigluful a Light, did cifea. 1c docs npc appear, that Pericles had In- 
die* W 
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■ ■ taken much Pains in the Education of ///- 
' '* dcs (a Fault coo common in chc greateft Men) 
lavce he had puc him under the Tutorage of 
/!y ? - t vj, a Thracian, who was far advane'd in Years ; 
and who, of all the Slaves of Petioles, both from 
his Turn of Mind and Age, was chc lea ft quali- 
fy 'J to educate this young slthenian. And, in- 
deed, Socrates cold Alcibiades, that, fliould he 
make aComparifon between himfelf and the Youths 
of Sparta, who difplay'd a Spirit of Valour, a 
Greatnefs of Soul, a ftrong Thirft of Glory, and 
Love of Labour ; and all chefe heightned by Gen- 
tlenefs, Modelry,Temperance, and a perfect Obe- 
dience to the Laws and Difcipline of Sparta, he 
would feem but a Child to them. 

NevertheJefs, his high Birch, his Riches, the 
great Families he was related to, and the Credit 
of his Tutor, had puff 'd him up to a prodigious 
Degree : He was extrcamly conceited of himfelf, 
and had the utmoft Contempt for moft: Men. He 
was preparing to enter upon publick Bufinefs ; 
and, to judge from his oWn Talk, he was fure of 
eclipfing the Fame and Glory of Pericles and of 
attacking the King of Tcrfia, even upon his 
Throne. Hereupon, Socrates, feeing him, one 
Day, going to mount the Rojlra, to give the 
People fome Advice, about the publick Affairs, 
demonftrated to him, by fome Queftions he ask'd, 
and by the Anfwers of Alcibiades thereto, that 
he was quite ignorant of the Subject upon which 
he was going to fpeak, fince he had never made 
it his Study. 

After forcing Alcibiades to confefe this, he paints, 
in the ftrongelt Colours, the Abfurdity of his Con- 
duct, and makes him fenfible thereof; What, cry'd 
Socrates, would Amejiris fay, were flie to hear, 
there is a Man now in Athens, who is meditating 
a War againft her Son; and even intends to de- 
throne him. She, doubtlefs, would fuppofe him 
to be fome veteran General j a Man or intrepid 
Courage, great Wifdom, and the moft confum- 
mate Experience ; that he is able to raife a jnighty 
-Army, and march it whitherfoever he ffieafes ; 
and, at the fame Time, that he has long before 
taken the proper Meafures for putting io vaft a 
Eefign in Execution. But, were fhc to hear, thac 
the Cafe is quite the Revcrfe, and that the Perfon 
fpoken of, is not twenty Years old 5 that he is ut- 
terly unskilled in State- Affairs, has not the lead 
Knowledge of War, and no Credit with the Ci- 
tizens or the Allies ; would it be poflible for her 
to refrain from Laughter, at the Folly and Ex- 
travagance of fucli an Entcrprize ? This, ncver- 
theleis, fays Socrates (directing himfelf to Aid" 
blades) is your Picture ; and, unhappily it re fem- 
ales molt Men, who fill the publick Employ- 
ments. 

Socrates, however, excepts Pericles on this Oc- 
casion • his rare Merit, and exalted Reputation, 
being the Fruit of the fcrious Study he had made, 
during a long Courfe of Years, of all chofe Sci- 
ences which were capable of improving his Mind, 
and of qualifying him for publick Employments. 
dlcibiacies could not deny chc Truth of all thefe 
Alfertions ; he now was ufhanrTd of his Conduit, 
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fels into Alcibiades, who had full Lei fure to im- 
prove by chem, /ince there were upuards of twen- 
ty Years, between theTimc of this Con ver fat ion, 
and that when he engag'd in Stare Affairs. 

Alcsbiu dcs was of f uc h a fl e x i b 1 e Ca I r o f M i n d, 
as would take any Impreffion, which the Difference 
of Seafons and Junctures might require; forming 
his Mind either to Good or Evil, with equal Eaie 
and Ardor; and fliiftin^, al moft in an fnftant, 
from one Extream to its Oppofitc ; fo that People 
apply 7 d to him, what Homer obferves of the Land 
of Egypt : That it produces a great Number of very 
excellent medicinal Drugs, and liktwife many Pol- 
Jons. It might have been faid of Alcibiades, that 
he was not one /ingle Man, but (if fo bold an 
Expreffion may be us'd) a Compound of feveral 
Men; either ferious or gay; auftere or affable; 
an imperious Matter, or a groveling Slave ; a 
Friend to Virtue, and to the virtuous; or aban- 
doned to Vice, and vicious Men ; capable of fup- 
porting the moft painful Fatigues and Toils, or 
infatiablydenrous of the moft voIupruousPlcafures. 

His Irregularity and diffol ute Conduct were be- 
come trie Talk of the whole City ; and Alcibiades 
would very willingly have put a Stop to thefe Re- 
ports, but without changing his Courfe of Life, 
as appears by one particular Action. He had a 
very handfome Dog, of a prodigious Size, which 
had coft him feventy Alina-, about thirty Pounds 
Sterling : By which we may find, that a Fondnefs 
for Dogs is of great Antiquity, Alcibiades caus'd 
his Tail, which was his grcateft Beauty, to be 
cut off; and his Friends cenfuring him very much 
on that Account; and telling him, that the whole 
City murmur'd at him, and blam'd him very 
much, for fpoiling the Beauty of fo handfome a 
Creature. That is the very Thing 1 want, reply 'd 
Alcibiades with a Smile. / would have the A '.he- 
man s dij courfe about what I have done to my Dog, 
in order that it may keep them from other Subjects, 
and from faying worfe Things qf me. 

Among the various Paflions that were difcovcr^d 
in him, the ftrongeft, and moft prevailing, was a 
haughty Turn of Mind, which would force all 
Things to fubmit to it, and could not bear a Su- 
perior, or even an Equal. Although his Birth, 
and uncommon Talents, fmooch'd the Way to his 
attaining the higheft Employments in the Repub- 
lick ; yet there was nothing to which he was fo 
defirous of owing the Credit and Authority he 
wanted to gain over the People, as to the Force 
of his Eloquence, and the pcifuaflve Grace of his 
Orations. To compafs this, his ltricl Intimacy with 
Sof rates might be of great Service. 

To return from whence we have digrefs'd, Alci- 
biades being of fuch a Temper, as nas been dc- 
fcrib'd, was not born for Repofe ; and according- 
ly, had fet every Engine at Work to traverfe the 
Treaty lately concluded between the two Nati- 
ons ; out not fuccceding in his Attempt, he endea- 
voured to prevent its taking Eflcct. FIc was dif- 
guftcd at the Laccdamonians, beca ufe they direct- 
ed thcmfelves only to Nicias, of whom they had 
a very high Opinion ; and, on the contrary, feem'd 
to take no Manner of Notice of him, though his 
Anceftors had enjoy 'd the Right of Hofpuality 

among them. 

The firlr Thing he did to infringe the Peace, 
was this; having been informal, that the People 
ot Argos only wanted an Opportunity to J>reaL oil" 

4 C from 
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from the Spartans, whom they equally bated and 
fear'd ; he flatter'd them fecrecly with the Hopes, 
chat the Atkcniayis would fuccour them* by fug- 
gefting to them, char they were ready to break a 
Peace, which was not any Way advantageous to 
them. 

And indeed, the Lacedemonians were not very^ 
careful to obferve the feveral Conditions thereof 
religioufly j having concluded an Alliance with 
the Bceotians, in direct Oppoiition to the Dcfign 
and Tenor of Treaty $ and having furrendred up 
the Fort oiPanatlon to the Athenians, not fortify'd, 
and in the Condition it was in at the concluding 
of the Treaty, as they had ftipulated to do, but 
quite difmantled. Alcibiades obferving the Athe- 
nians to be extreamly incens'd at this Breach of 
Faith, did his utmoil to exafperate them Rill more; 
and taking this Opportunity to perplex and anger 
Nicias, he made him odious to the People, by 
caufing them to entertain a Sufpicion of his being 
loo ftrongly attach 'd to the Spartans ; and by 
charging hirn with Crimes, which were not alto- 
gether improbable, though they were abfolutely 
falfe. 

This new Attack quite confounded Nuias ; but, 
happily for him, there arriv'd, at that very Jn- 
ftant AmbafTadors {torn Sparta, who were inverted 
with full Powers to put an End to all the Divifions. 
Being introduced into the Council or Senate, they 
fet forth their Complaints, and made their De- 
mands, which every one of the Members thought 
very juft and reafonable: The People were to 
give them Audience the next Day ; whereupon, 
Alcibiades, who was afraid they would fucceed 
with them, us'd his utmoft: Endeavours to engage 
the Ambalfadors previoufly in a Conference with 
him. He reprefented to them, that the Council 
always behav'd with the utmoft Moderation and 
Humanity towards thofe who addrefs'd them $ but 
that the People were haughty and extravagant in 
their Pretentions; that, ihould the Ambafladons 
mention full Powers, they (the People) would not 
fail to take Advantage of this Circumftance, and 
oblige them to agree co whatever they ihould take 
it into their Head to ask. He concluded, with af- 
furing rhem, that he would aflifr. them with all his 
Credit, in order to get Pylus reftor'd to them $ to 
prevent the Alliance of the People oiArgos-, and 
to get theirs rcnew'd : And he confirm'd all thefe 
Promifes with an Oath. The Ambafladors were 
extreamly well pleased with this Conference, and 
;reatly admired the profound Policy, and vaft A- 
jilities of Alcibiades, whom they look'd upon as 
an extraordinary Man ; and, indeed, they were 
not mi (taken in their Conjecture. 

On the Morrow, the People being afiernbled, 
the Ambaffadors were introdue'd. Alcibiades ask'd 
them, in the mildeft Terms, the Subjeft of their 
Embafly, and the Purport of the Powers with 
which they were inverted. They immediately an- 
fwcr'd, that they were come co propofe an Ac- 
commodation, but were not impowcr'd to conclude 
any Thing. Thefe Words were no fooner fpoken, 
but Alcibiades exclaims againft them ; declares 
them to be treacherous Deceivers; calls upon the 
Council as Witneflis to what they had 'fa id the 
Night before ; and defires the People not to be- 
lieve, or hear Men, who fo impudently acjvanc'd 
Fiillhoodsj and prevaricated fo unaccountably, as 
ro fay one Thing one Day, and the very Reverie 
1 he next. * 



Words can never exprefs the Surprize, •„ 
Affliction with which the AmbafTadors were feiz'a> 
who, gazing wildly on one another, could not be- 
lieve either their Eyes or Ears. Nicias, who did 
not know the Origin of this infidious Stratagem ot 
Alcibiades, could not conceive the Motive of this 
Change, and cortur'd his Brain, to no Purpofe, to 
find out the Reafon thereof: And the People were 
that Moment going to fend for the Ambatfador.s 
of Atrgos, in order to conclude the League with 
them, when, a great Earthquake came to the A{- 
filrance of Nicias, and broke up the AfFembly. It 
was with the utmoft Difficulty he prevail'd fo far, 
next Day, as to have a Stop put to the Proceed- 
ings, till fuch Time as Embafladors ihould be 
fent to Sparta. Nicias was appointed to head them; 
but chey return 'd without having done the leaft 
Good. The Athenians then repented very much, 
their having deliver'd up, at his Perfuafion, fuch 
Prifoners taken by them in Sphacleria, as were re- 
lated to the greateft Families in Sparta. How- 
ever, though they were highly exafperated at 
Nicias, yet they did not impeach, or even reproach 
him in any Manner 5 but only appointed Alcibi- 
ades their General ; made a League with the In- 
habitants of Mantinea and Elis, who had broken 
off from the Laccdamonians •> join'd the At gives ; 
and fent Troops to Pylus, in order for them to lay , 
wafte Laconia. In this Manner, they again in- 
volv'd themfelves in the War, which they were 
defirous of avoiding. 

Plutarch, after relating this Action of Jlcibi- 
ades, fays as follows : '* No one can approve the 
<f Methods he employ'd to fucceed in hisDefign; 
,c however, it was a Mafter- Stroke, thus to difu- 
" nite and ihake almoft every Part of Teloponne- 
'< fas; and raife up, in one Day, fo many Ene- 
" mies againft the Lacedamonians" In our Opi- 
nion, this is too mild a Cenfure of fo bafe and 
villanous a Perfidy ; which, how fuccefsful foever 
it might have been, could not but appear infa- 
mous to all good Men j and, as fuch, be detefted 
by theft. 

There was in Athens a Citizen, Hyperbolas by 
Name, a very wicked Man, whom the Comic Po- 
ets generally made the Object of -their Raillery 
and Invc£tives. He was hardned in Evil, and be- 
come infenfible to Infamy, by crazing from his 
Mind all Sentiments of Honour; which argued a 
Soul of the blackcft Cait, and abfolutely loft to 
Virtue. Hyperbolus was not agreeable to any one; 
and yet the People made Ufe of him, to humble 
thofe in high Stations, and bring them intoTrouble. 
Two Citizens, Nicias and Alcibiades, fhar'd, 
that Time, all the Authority in Athens. The tlif- 
foluteLife of the latter (hock'd the Athenians, who 
likewife, at the fame Time, dreaded his fiery Tem- 
per. On the other Side, Nicias, by always oppo- 
sing, without the leaft Refer ve, their unjuft De- 
fires ; and, by obliging them to take the molt 
ufcful Meafures, was become very odious to them* 
One would have imagin'd, that, as the People 
were thus alienated from both, chey would not 
have fail'd to put the Oftracifm in Force againtt 
one of them. Of the two Parties, which prevail'd 
at chat Time in the City ; one, which con fitted or 
the young Men, who thirtted after War ; and the 
other of the old Men, who were defirous of Peace; 
the former endeavour'd to procure the Banifhment 

oi Nidus* and the latter of Akibiades. Hyperbolas* 

wholr 
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vvhofe only iJerit was his Impudence, in the Hopes 
ot* fucceeding, which foever of them mould be 
remov'd, declar'd openly againft them, nnd was 
eternally exafperating the People againft both. 
However, the two Faclions being afterwards re- 
conciled, he himfelf was banifh'd by (and put an 
End to) the Qftracifm? which fcem'd to have been 
diiparaged, and debafed, in being employ'd againft 
a Man of fo bale a Character; for, till then, there- 
was a Kind of Honour and Dignity annexed to 
this Puniftiment. Hyper bolus was, therefore, the 
laft, who was fentene'd by the Oftracifm 5 as Hip- 
par chus, a near Relation of Pifijlratus the Tyrant, 
had been the firft. 

We ihall pafsover feveral inconfidcrablc Events, 
to haften to the Relation of that of the great eft 
Importance, viz. the Expedition made by the A- 
tbenians into Sicily, to which they were particu- 
larly inftigated by Alcibiades, 

Alcibiades had gain'd a furprizing Afcendant 
over the Minds or the People, though they were 
perfectly acquainted with his Character. For, his 
great Qualities were blended with trill greater 
Vices, which he did not take the leaft Pains to 
conceal. He was for ever immers'd in the utmoft 
Excefs of Luxury j and led fuch an effeminate 
and dilfolute Life, as was a Scandal to the City. 
Nothing was feen in his Palace but Feftivals, Re- 
joicings, and riotous Caroufals. He fhew'd very 
little Regard to the Cuftoms of his Country, and 
lefs to Religion, and the Gods. All Perfons of 
Scnfe and Judgment, befides the ftrong Averfion 
they had to thefe irregular Proceedings, dreaded 
exceedingly the Confequences of this Audaciouf- 
nefs, this Profufion, and utter Contempt of the 
Laws; which they look'd upon as fo many Steps, 
by which Alcibiades would, one Day, rife to ty- 
rannical Power. 

Arijlophanes, in one of his Comedies, mews ad- 
mirably well, in a fingle Verfe, how the Minds 
of the People were diTpos'd towards him ; They 
hate Alcibiades I fays he) and yet cannot do without 
him. And indeed, the prodigious Sums he fquan- 
dred on the People ; the pompous Games and 
Shows he exhibited to pleafe them ; the rich 
Gifts, which exceed all Belief, he beftow'd on the 
City ; the Grace and Beauty of his whole Perfon ; 
his Eloquence, and bodily Strengths join'd to his 
Courage and Experience: In a Word, thisAflem- 
blage of great Qualities made the Athenians wink 
at his Faults, and bear them patiently j they, 
on all Occafions, endeavour'd to leflen and fcrecn 
them under foft and favourable Names; calling 
them Sports and polite Paftimes ; and affirming, 
that they were an Indication of his Humanity and 
Good -Nature. 

But Timotti the Man-Hater, though fo very fa- 
vage, form'd a better Judgment ot this Conduct 
of Alcibiades, Meeting him, one Day, as he was 
coming out of the Affembly, vaftly pleas'd at his 
having been gratify 'il in all his Demands, and to 
fee the greateft Honours paid him by the People 
J n general, who were attending him in Crowds to 
his Houfe : So far from fliunning him, as he did 
all other Men, he, on the contrary, ran to meet 
J} 1 . 01 > and ftretching out his Hand ro him in a 
friendly Way; Courage, my Hon, %s he, thou daft 
n Xht if* pujhino; thy Fortune ; for, thy Advancement 

wtll be the Ruin 0/ the Athenians. The War of Speeches of Alcibiades, were, like him, perfuaded, 
& icily will ihew that Timon was not mi (taken that they mould make Sicily only their Place of 
therein. Arms, 
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The Athenians, ever fince the Time of Pericles,, 
had meditated the Conqucll of Sicily. However, 
that wife Leader had always endeavour'd to check 
this ambitious and wild Project. He us'd frequent- 
ly to inculcate to them, that, by living in Peace, 
looking after their Navy, and contenting them- 
ielves with the Couquelts they had already at- 
chiev'd, and by not engaging in hazardous Enter- 
prizes j they would raife their City to a flourifhing 
Condition, and be for ever fuperior to their Ene- 
mies. The Authority he had at that Time over 
the People, though it kept them from invading 
Sicily, it yet could not fupprefs the Deli re they 
had to conquer It, and their Eyes were ever fix'd 
on that Ifland. 

Some Time after the Death of Pericles, the Le- 
on tiniy being invaded by the Syracufans, had fent 
a Deputation to Athens, requesting Succour. They 
were originally of Chalcis, an Athenian Colony. 
The Deputies were headed by Gorgias, a famous 
Rhetorician, who was reputed the moft eloquent 
Man of the Age. His elegant, flowry Diction, 
heigh tned by Ihining Figures, which he firft em- 
ploy'd, won over the Athenians, who were pro- 
digioufly affected with the Beauties and Charms 
of Eloquence. Accordingly, the Alliance was 
concluded, and they fent Ships to Rhegium, to 
fuccour the Leont ini. The Year followh g, they 
fitted out a greater Number for the fame Purpofe. 
Two Years after, they difpatch'd a ne a Fleet, 
which was a . little ftronger than the former ; but 
the Sicilians having put an End to all their Divi- 
fions, by the Advice of Hcrmocrates, the Fleet was 
fent back 5 and the Athenian , not being able to 
prevail with themfelves to pardon their Generals, 
for not conquering Sicily, condemn'd two of them, 
Pythodorus and Sophocles to Baniihment ; and fen- 
tene'd the third, who was Eurymedon, to pay a 
heavy Fine j their Profperity having blinded them 
to fo prodigious a Degree, that they were per- 
fuaded no Power was able to rcfift them. They 
made feveral Attempts afterwards; and, upon 
Pretence of fendiag, from Time to Time, Arms 
and Soldiers to fuch Cities, as were unjuftly treated 
or opprefs'd by the Syracufafis, by that Means, 
were preparing to invade them with a greater 
Force. 

But he who moll; inflam'd this Ardor was Alci- 
biades-, by his feeding the People with fplendid 
Hopes, with which he himfelf was for ever fill'd, 
or rather intoxicated. He was every Night, in 
his Dreams, taking Carthage, fubduing Africa, 
crofting from thence into Italy, and poflelTing him- 
felf of all Peloponnefus ; looking upon Sicily, not 
as the Scope and End of this War, but as the Be- 
ginning, and the furl Step of the Exploits he re- 
volv'd in his Mind. He had the Favour of all 
the Citizens; who, without inquiring ferioufly into 
Matters, were inchanted with the mighty Hopes 
he gave them. This Expedition was the onlyTo- 
pick of all Convcrfation. The young Men, in 
the Places where the publick Exercifes were per- 
formed, and the old Men in their Shops, and elfc- 
where, were employ'd in nothing out drawing 
the Plan of Sicily ; in difcourfing on the Nature, 
and Quality of the Sea, with which it is furround- 
ed ; on its good Harbours, and flat Shores towards 
Africa : For, thefe People, infatuated by the 
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Arms, and their Arfenal ; whence they fhould fee 
out, and conquer Carthage, and make chcrnfelves 
Matters of all Africa, and the Sea, quite to the 

Pillars of Her cults. 

Athens was in this State and Difpofition, when 
Ambafiadors were fent from the People of Egefla , 
who, in Quality of their Allies, came to implore 
their Relief againft the Inhabitants of SeIinus,\vho 
were a Hilled by the Syracufans : This was in the 
fixceench Year of the Pcloponnefian War. They 
reprefented, among other Particulars, that, fhould 
they be abandoned, the Syracufans, after feizing 
their City, as they had done that of Lcontium, 
would poirefs themfelves of all Sicily, and not fail 
to am* It the Peloponneji.ins, who were their Found- 
ers j and, that they might put them to as little 
Charge as poffible, they offered to pay the Troops 
that ihould be fent to their Afliftance. 

Hereupon, the Athenians, who had long waited 
for an Opportunity to declare themfelves, fent De- 
puties to Egefla. to inquire into the State of Things, 
and fee whether there was Money enough in the 
Treafury, to defray the Expence of fo mighty a 
War : Which the Inhabitants of that City foresee- 
ing, had been fo artful, as to borrow from the 
neighbouring Nations, a great Number of Gold 
and Silver Veflels, worth an immenfe Sum, whereof 
they made a fplendid Show, when the Athenians 
were arriv'd. Deceiv'd by thefe Appearances, the 
Deputies return'd with thofe of Egefla, who 
brought threefcoreTalents, in Ingots, as a Month's 
Pay due to the Crew of fixty Gallies, which they 
demanded $ and a Promife of larger Sums, which, 
they affirm'd, were ready, both in the publick 
Treafury, and in the Temples. The People, ftruck 
with this pompous Difplay of Riches, not fufpeci- 
ing any Deceit lay under fo fpecious anOutfide, 
nor giving themfelves Leifure to examine into it, 
and fedue'd by the advantageous Report which 
their Deputies made, in the View of pleafing them, 
immediately gratify *d the Inhabitants of Egefla in 
their Demands-, and appointed Alcibiades, Nicias B 
and Lamachus, to command the Fleet ; with full 
Power, not only to affilt Egefla, and reftore the 
Inhabitants of Lcontium to their City; but alfoto 
regulate the Affairs of Sicily, in fuch a Manner as 
might be for the Intcreft of the Republick. 

Nicias was appointed one of the Generals, to 
his very great Regret ; for, bcHdes other Motives, 
which made him dread that Pott, he fhunn'd it. 



becaufe sllci bi ades was to be his Collegue. But the 
Athenians promiiSd themfelves greater Succefs from 
thisWar, mould they not refign the whole Conduct 
of it to sJlcibiadcs, but temper his Ardor and In- 
trepidity with the Sedatenefs and Wifdom of Ni- 
cias. 

Five Days after, to haften the Execution of the 
Decree, and make the feveral Preparations necef- 
fary, a fecond AiTcmbly was held : Whereupon, 
Nicias, who had had Time enough to reflect de- 
liberately on the Affair proposed, and was frill 
better convinced of the Difficulties and Dangers 
which would enfue from it; thought himfelr o- 
blig'd to fpeak with fome Farneftncfs againft a 
Project, the Confcqucnce of which he forefaw 
might' be very fatal to the Republick. To this 
End, he urged very juftly, u That it was furpri- 
€< zing, fo important an Affair fliould have been 
*' defermiii'd the Moment nlmofr after it was de- 

*' bated upon : Thar, without once inquiring into 



<s Matters, they had given Credit to whatcvei 
" was told them by a Parcel of Foreigners ; who 
'* were very lavifh of their Promifes ; and whofe 
" Intcrelt it was to offer mighty Things, to ex- 
* c tricate themfelves from their imminent Danger. 
c ' After all, what Advantage (fays he) can accrue 
*' from thence to the Republick ? Have we fo few 
" Enemies at our Doors, that we need go in fearch 
" of others at a Distance from us? Will you act 
'* wifely, in hazarding your prefent Poffeffions, 
" on the vain Hopes or an uncertain Advantage ? 
u To meditate new Conquefts, before you have 
" fecur'd your ancient ones ? To ftudy nothing 
" but the aggrandizing of your State, and quite 
* r neglect yonr own Safety? Can you depend in 
c< any Manner on a Truce, wfiich you yourfelves 
" know to hang by a Thread " f which you are 
'* fenlible has been infringed more than once; 
ct and which, the leaft Defeat on our Side, may 
Cf fuddenly change into an open War? You are 
" not ignorant how the Lacedemonians have always 
cc been, and Hill continue, difpos'd, with Regard 
" to us. They deteft our Government, as being 
te contrary to theirs j ic is with Grief and Difdain, 
tc they fee us poffefs'd of the Empire of Greece % 
" they confider our Glory as their Shame and Con- 
" fufion ; and there is nothing they would not 
" attempt, to humble a Power which excites their 
** Jealoufy, and keeps them perpetually in Fear. 
" Thefe are our real Enemies, and it is them we 
€c ought to guard againft. Will ic be a proper 
cc Seafon to make thefe Reflections, when (after 
having divided our Troops, and at a Time that 
our Arms will be employed elfewhere, and un- 
,e able to refift them) we jfhall be attack'd at once 
** by all the Forces of Peloponnefus ? We do but 
<f juft begin to breathe, after the Calamities 
se in which War, and the Plague had involv'd us; 
" and we are now going to plunge ourfelves in 
ec a greater Danger. If we are ambitious of car- 
".rying our Arms into diftant Countries, would it 
tc not be expedient to march, and reduce the Re- 
* tf bels of Thrace, and other Nations, who are ftill 



cc 



t€ wavering, and not yet fix'd in their Allegiance, 
" than to fly co the Relief of the Inhabitants of 
" about whofe Welfare we ought to be 

<* very indifferent? And, will it fuic our Intereft, 
** to attempt to revenge their Injuries, at a Time 
** when we do not difcover the leaft Refentment 
" for thofe we ourfelves receive? Let U6 leave the 
" Sicilians to themfelves; and not engage in their 
" Quarrels, which it is their Bufinefs to decide. 
" As the Inhabitants of Egefla undertook the War 
•< without us, kc them extricate themfelves from 
tc it, as well as they can. Should any of our Ge- 
" n era Is advifc you to this Enterprizc, from an 
*' ambitious, or felf-inte retted View ; merely to 
" make a vain Parade of his fplendid Equipages, 
or to raife Money to fupport his Extravagance; 
" be not guilty of fo much Imprudence, as to fa- 
" crifice the Inter ell of the Republick to his ; or 
'* permit him to involve it in the fame Ruin with 
" himfelf. An Enterprjze of fo much Importance 
<r ought not to be committed wholly to the Con- 
" duct of a young Man. Remember it ic Pru- 
*' deuce, not Prejudice, and Paflion, that gives 
" Succefs to Affairs." Having thus faid, Afhtris 
concluded, with declaring ic as his Opinion, that: 
it would be proper to debate again on the Matte 1 * 

in Hand j to prevent the fatal Confluences with 
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which their taking ram Refolutions might be at- 
tended. . 

It was plain he had Ale i blades in View, and 
that his horrid Luxury was the Object of his juft 
Cenfure. And, indeed, he carried ic to an incre- 
dible Height; and la vilh 'd prodigious Sums of 
Money, on Horfes, on Equipages and Moveables ; 
not to mention the Delicacy and Sumptuoufnefs of 
hn Table. He Contefted tor the Priae in the 0- 
lympiv Games with feven Sets of Charibt-Horfes, 
which no private Man had ever done before him ; 
and he was crown'd, more than once, on that Oc- 
cahon. Extraordinary Supports were neceflary $ 
and, as Avarice often ferves as a Support to Am- 
bition, there were fome Grounds to believe, that 
Alcibiades was as follicitous of conquering Sicily 
and Carthage, (which he intended to poffefs af- 
terwards as his own) to enrich his Family, as to 
cover it with Glory. The Reader will naturaliy 
fuppofe, that Alcibiades did not let this Speech of 
Nicias go unanfwer'd. 



raifed it to the Height in which we now fee 
it. 

€€ By the Way, what Hazards will you run by 
" en g a g i ng in this Enterprise ? If it ihould be 
" crown'd with Succefs, you will then 
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« f This, fays Alcibiades, is not the firft Time 
" that Merit has excited Jealoufy, and Glory 
«* been made the Object of £nvy. That very 
«* Thing which is imputed to me for a Crime, is, 
w I will prefume to lay it, the Honour of my 
«« Country, and ought to gain me Applaufe. The 
w Splendor in which I live 5 the great Sums I ex- 
<* pend, particularly in the publrck Aflemblies ; 
" befides their being juft and lawful, at the fame 
" Time give Foreigners a greater Idea of the 
« Glory of Athens ; and (hew, that it is not in 
" fuch Want of Momey, as our Enemies imagine. 
But this is not our prefent Bufinefs. Let the 
World form a Judgment of me, not from Paf- 
fion and Prejudice, but from my Actions; 
i( Was it an inconsiderable Service I did the He- 
,c publick, in gaining over, in one Day, to its 
" Alliance, the People of Efts, of Mantinea, and 
ofArgos; that is, the chief Forces of Pelepo*- 
nefus? Make Ufe, therefore, to aggrandise 
your Empiffe, of the Youth and Folly of Alci- 
biades (fince his Enemies give it that Name) as 
well as of the Wifdom and Experience of W/- 
cias ; and do not repent, from vain and idle 
Fears, your engaging in an Enterprise, that 
is publickly refoived upon, and which may re- 
dound infinitely both to your Glory and Ad- 
vantage. The Cities of Sicily, tired with the 
unjuft and cruel Government of their Princes, 
and ftili more with the tyrannical Authority 
which Syracufe excrcifes over them ; wait only 
Tor a favourable Opportunity to declare them- 
selves j and are ready to open their Gates to 
whoever will offer to take off the Yoke under 
which they have fo long groaned. 
H Though the Citizens of Egtfta, in Quality of 
your Allies, ihould not have a Right to your 
Protection ; yet the Glory of Athens ought to 
engage you to fupport them. Republics ag- 
grandize themfelves, by fuccouring the Oppref* 
led, and not by living inactive. In the pre* 
„ J^nt State of your Affairs, the only Way to dl- 

1, R lr | c y° lir Enemies, and (hew that you are not 
: »>:iicj 0 f them, will be, to harrafs one Nation* 
c o check the Progrefs of another, to keep them 
f} «mploy'd, and carry your Arm* to> diftunt 
^ountriefl. Athens writ not fornVd fof Eafo * 

*«d ic watf not by Inrtlivicy that your Ancueftoy* 
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you will tnen poffefs 
yourfelves of all Greece ; and ihould it not an- 
fwer your Expectations, your Fleet will give 
you an Oprjortunity of retiring whenever you 
pleafe. The Lacedamomans indeed may make 
an fncurfion in to our Country ; but, betides that 
it would not be in your Power to prevent it, 
though we ihould not invade Sicily ; we frill 
lnall preferve the Empire of the Sea, in Spite 
of them ; a Circumftance, which makes 6ur E- 
nemies quite defpair of their ever being abje to 
conquer us. Be not therefore byafled by the 
Reafons of Nicias ; which only tend to fow the 
Seeds of Difcord between the young and old 
Men* who can do nothing without one another ^ 
fince it is Wifdom and Courage, Counfel and 
Execution, that give Succefs to all Enterprises c 
And this, in which we are going to imbark, can* 
te not but turn to your Advantage. " 

Hereupon, the Athenians, flatter'd, and plcafed^ 
With this Speech of Alcibiades, perfifted in their 
firft Opinion 5 however Mesas did not recede from 
his; but, at the fame Time, did not dare oppofe 
Alcibiades any farther ; being naturally of a fofc 
and timid Diipofition. He was not, like Pericles, 
Matter of that lively and vehement Eloquence, 
which ruflies along like a Torrent, and oberbears 
all Things in its Way : For that great Statefman, 
on feveral Occafions, and at feveral Tirnes, had 
check'd the wild Starts of the Populace ; who, e- 
ven theni meditated the Expedition into Sicily % 
becaufe he was ever refolutely invariant and ne- 
ver loofeft'd the Reins of that Authority which he 
had obtain 'd over the Minds of Men; whereas 
Nkfas, by both acting and fpeaking, in an cafy. 
~entle Manner, was fo far from gainning over the 
eople, that he fuffered himfelf to be forcibly 
and involuntarily drawn away from the Truth : 
and accordingly ne at laft yielded to the People, 
and accepted the Command, in a War, which he 
plainly forefaw would be attended with the moft 
ratal Conferences. 

Nicias, however, though he durft not oppofe 
jtlcibiades any longer openly, endeavour'd to do 
it indirectly, by ftartihg a great Number of Dif- 
ficulties; arifing from the prodigious Expence, 
which this Expedition would neceflarily require. 
Accordingly he reprefented to them, that ilnce 
they were refoived upon War, they ought to carry 
it on in fuch a Manner, as might fuit the exalted 
Reputation, to which Athens had attained : That 
a Fleet alone was not fufficieht, to oppofe fo for- 
midable a Power as that of the Syracufans, and 
their Allies : That they mufV raife nn Army, com- 
pofed of choice Horfe and Foot, if they were de*- 
hrous of acting in a Manner fo worthy of fo grand 
a Defign : That befides their Fleet, which was to 
gain them the Empire of the Seas, they rrtuft have 
a great Number 01 Tranfports, to carry Provifions 
perpetually to the Army, which otherwife 1 could 
not poflibly ^ubfift in an Enemy's Country : That 
they mufl! carry vaft Sums of Money with therm 

without Waiting for that prom i fed them by the 
Citrjcnfl of Eg'cfia, who perhaps were ready in> 
Word* only, uih\ very probably might break their" 
Promifo : That they ought to weigh and examine 
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the Difparity there was between themfelvcs and 
their Enemies, with Regard to the Wants of the 
Army ; the Syracufans being in their own Country, 
in the Midft of powerful Allies, who were prompt- 
ed by Inclination, as well as engaged by Self- 
intereft, to aflift them with Men, Arms, Horfes, 
and Provifions; whereas the Athenians, would 
carry on War in a far diftant Country, which was 
pofleffed by their Enemies ; where, in the Win- 
ter, News could not be brought them under four 
Months Time? a Country, where all Things 
would oppofe the Athenians, and nothing be pro- 
cured but by Force of Arms : That it would re- 
fled the greateft Ignominy on the Athenians, fhould 
they be forced to lay afide their Enter prize ; and 
thereby become the Scorn and Contempt of their 
Enemies, by their neglecting to take all the Pre- 
cautions, which fo important a Defign required: 
And that, as for him fe If, he was determin'd not 
to po, unlefs he was provided with all Things ne- 
ceflary for the Ex pedicion ; becaufe the Safety of 
the whole Army depended on that Circumftance ; 
and he would not rely on Caprice, or the Fromifes 

of the Alius* 

Nicias had flatter'd himfelf, that this Speech 

would cool the Ardor of the People, whereas it 
only enflamed it the more. Immediately the Ge- 
nerals had full Powers given them, to raife as 
many Troops, and fit out as many Gallies, as 
they mi^ht think neceflary j and the Levies were 
accordingly carried on, in Athens and other Places, 
with inexpreflible Activity and Alacrity. 

But when all Things were ready for their De- 
parture, and the Sails already hoi fted, there hap- 
pen'd feveral melancholy, ominous Signs, which 
fiird the Minds of the People with Trouble and 
Difquietude. The Women were, at that Time, 
celebrating the Feftival of Adonis, during which, 
the whole City was in Mourning, full of Images 
repreleniing dead Perfons, and funeral Proceffions j 
and every part echoed with the Cries and groans 
of the Women who follow'd them with Floods of 
Tears: Whence it was fear'd, that this gay and 
magnificent Armament would foon lofe all its 
Splendor, and wither away like a Flower. 

The general Affliction was increafed by another 
Accident The Startles of Mercury, which flood 
at the Entrance of private Houfes and Temples, 
were all mutilated in one Night, and particularly 
in the Face; and although a great Reward was 
pro mi fed to an) Perfon who mould difcover the 
Authors of this bold Attempt, yet no one wasim- 
pcach'd. The Citizens could not forbear confider- 
ing this uncommon Event, not only as an unlucky 
Omen, but like wife as a Contrivance of fome fac- 
tious Men, who harbour'd very ill Defigns. Some 
young People had already been accufca of com- 
mitting much the like Crime, in the Midft of their 
Cups; and particularly of having wantonly mi- 
inick'd the ceremonies and My Irenes of Ceres 
and Ptoferpine ; with A/cibiades, who rcprcfented 
the High-prieft, at their Head. Ic highly con- 
cerns all thole in exalted Stations, to be extremely 
careful of every Step they take ; and not to give 
the lea ft Opportunity to the moft inveterate Ma- 
lice to cen Aire them. They ought to call to Mind, 
that che Eyes of all Men are fix'd on their Con- 
duel, and that they are ever Eaglc-cy'd on thefe 
Occafions ; that, not only their outward Actions 
undergo the molt fevere Scrutiny, but that they 



penetrate to their moft private Apartments, and 
take the ftrictett Notice of their Difcourfcs, their 
Diversions, and the moft fecret Things tranfa&ed 
by them. It was this Dread of the piercing Eye 
of the People, that kept Themijlocles and Pericles 
perpetually on their Guard ; and obliged them to 
refrain from moft of thofe Pleafures in which others 
indulged themfelvcs. 

As for Ale i blades, he did not know what ic was 
to put a Reftraint upon himfelf in any Manner; 
and accordingly, as his Character was fo well 
known, the People were of Opinion, that, in all 
Probability, he had been concern'd in the late 
Riot. His Luxury, his Diflblutenefs, and Im- 
piety, made this Charge feem not unlikely ; nei- 
ther were the Accufers afraid of mentioning his 
Name This Attack ftagger'd the Conftancy and 
Refolution of Alcibiadei ; but hearing the Sol- 
diers and Sailors declare, that they were prompted 
to engage in this Expedition, from no other Mo- 
tive, out their AfFe&ion to him j and that, fhould 
the leaft Injury be done him, they would all leave 
the Service j he took Heart, and appeared at his 
Trial, on the Day appointed for that Purpofe. 
His Enemies, however, upon Pretence that it was 
neceflary for the Fleet to fet fail, got the Judgment 
fu perfected. It was to no Purpofe for Alci blades 
to infift upon being tried, in cafe he was guilty, 
and not be ruined in his A b fence ; and to reprefent, 
tHat it would be the moft (hocking and barbarous 
Injuftice to oblige him to embark on fo important 
an Expedition, without firft makn g due Enquiry 
into the Accufations and horrid Slanders which 
were caft upon him, the bare Thoughts of which 
would keep him in perpetual Fear and Uneafincfs: 
None of thefe Remonftrances proved effectual, and 
the Fleet was ordered to fet Sail. 

Accordingly they prepared fo to do, after hav- 
ing appointed Corcyra the Rendezvous for moft of 
the Allies, and fuch Ships as were to carry the Pro- 
vifions, &c. whilft all the Citizens, and Foreigners, 
in Athens, flock'd by Day break to the Harbour. 
The former attended on their Children, Relations, 
Friends, or Companions, with a Joy intermingled 
with Sorrow j upon their bidding Adieu to rer- 
fons that were as dear to them as Life, and who 
were fettin^ out on a far diftant, and very dange- 
rous Expedition, from which it was uncertain whe- 
ther they ever would return, though their Kin- 
dred flatter'd themfelves with the Hopes that it 
would be fuccefsful. The Foreigners went thither 
to feed their Eyes with a Sight which was highly 
worthy their Curioficy $ for no fingle City in che 
World had ever fitted out fo gallant a Fleet. Thofe 
indeed which had been fent again ft Epi daunts and 
Potidaa, were as conliderablc, with Regard to the 
Number of Soldiers and Ships ; but then they were 
not equipped with fo much Magnificence, neither 
was their Voyage fo long, nor their Enterprise 10 
important. 

Here wcrcfeen a land, and a naval Army, P r0 ' 
vided with the utmolt Care, and at the Expc/u' c 
of particular Perfons, 
with 

Wa 



11 Things neceflary. 



well as of the Public^ 
on Account of the 



ength of the Voyage, and the Duration of the 
/"ar. The City furnifh'd an hundred empty tal- 
lies; chat is, three (core light ones, and forty 10 
(port the Soldiers heavily arm'cl. Every 



received daily a Drachm, or Seven- pence Hal - 
penny, for his Pay, exclufivc of what the Capca^. 
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of Ships gave to the chief Rowers; Add to this, 
the Pomp and Magnificence that was difplay'd uni- 
verfally ; every one ft riving to eel i pie the reft, 
a nJ each Captain endeavouring to make his Ship 
the lighteft, and, at the fame Time, the gayeft, 
in the whole Fleet. We mail not enlarge upon 
the Choice which was made of the Soldiers and 
Sailors, they being the Flower of the Athenians ; 
nor of their Emulation, with Regard to the Beauty 
and Neatnefs of their Arms and Equipage ; any 
more than of their Officers, who had laid out con- 
fiderable Sums purely to diftinguifti themfelves, 
and to give Foreigners an advantageous Idea of 
their Perfons and Circumftances 5 fo that this Sight 
had the Air of a Tournament, in which the utmoft 
Magnificence is difplay'd, rather than of a war- 
like Expedition. But the Boldnefs and Greatnefs 
of the Defign, ftill exceeded its Expence and 
Splendor. 

When the Ships were loaded, and the Troops 
got on Board, the Trumpet founded, and folemn 
Prayers were offer'd up for the Succefs of the Ex- 
pedition \ Gold and Silver Cups were filling every 
where with Wine, and the accuftom'd Libations 
were poured out ; the People who lined the Shore 
fhoutmg at the fame Time> and lifting up their 
Hands to Heaven, to wifh their Fellow-citizens a 
good Voyage, and Succefs. The Hymn being 
lung, and the Ceremonies ended, the ships fail'd, 
one after another, out of the Harbour 5 after which 
they ftrove to outfail one another, till the whole 
Fleet met at JEgina. From thence it made for 
Corcyra, where the Ships of the Allies were ren- 
dezvouzing with the reft of the Navy. 

Advice of this Expedition coming to Syracufe, 
from all Quarters, it was thought fo improbable, 
that no one there would give Credit to it. But as 
it was more and more confirm'd, every Day, the 
Syracufans began to think ferioufly of making the 
requifite Preparations ; and difpatch'd Deputations 
to every Part of the Ifland, to ask Affiftance of 
fome, and fend Succours to others. They gar- 
rifon'd all che Caftles and Forts in the Country ; 
review'd all the Soldiers and Horfes ; examin'd 
the Arms in the Arfenals ; and fettled and pre- 
pared all Things, , as though the Enemy had been 
in their Country. 

In the mean Time the Fleet, divided into three 
Squadrons, each under the Command of its par- 
ticular General, fet Sail. It confifred of an hun- 
dred and thirty-fix Ships, an hundred whereof be- 
long'd to Athens* and the reft to the Allies. On 
Board thefe Ships were five thoufand Soldiers, 
heavily arm'ti, two thoufand two hundred of whom 
were Athenian Citizens* viz. fifteen hundred of 
thofe who had Efratcs, and feven hundred who 
had none, but were equally Citizens ; the reft con- 
fined of the Allies, With Regard to the light In- 
fantry, there were eighty Bowmen of Crete-, and 
four hundred of other Countries ; feven hundred 
Rhodian SI ingers, 'and an hundred and twenty Me- 
garenfian Exiles. There was but one Company of 
Horfe, confiding of thirty Troopers, who had 
cmbark'd on Board a VelTel proper for tranfport- 
*ng Cavalry. 

Both the Fleet, and the Land -Forces, were af- 



terwards increafed confidently. Thirty VefToIs 
carried the Provifions and Cooka, with Mafons, 
^reenters, and their feveral Tools : The whole 
loliow'd by an hundred fmall Velfcls, for the Ser- 



vice, exclusive of Merchant-Ships, of which there 
were great Numbers. All this Fleet had failed 
together for Corey ra ; from whence they proceeded 
to Tarcntum, and Locris, from which People they 
met with but an indifferent Reception ; Wherefore 
they failed with a favourable Wind for Rhegt'umy 
where they made fome Stay. The Athenians were 
very urgent with the Inhabitants of this Ckyj td 
fuccour thofe of Leontium, who came originally 
from Chalcis, as well as themfelves 5 but were an- 
fwer'd, that they were determined to Hand neuter, 
and to undertake nothing, but in Concert with the 
reft of Italy. There they debated on the Manner 
in which this War mould be carried on, and wait- 
ed for the coming up of thofe Ships that had been 
fent out upon the Difcovery, in order to fee for 
fome Landing-place j and to enquire whether the 
Citizens of Egefta had got their Money ready; 
Being return'd, they declared, that there were but 
thirty Talents in che Treafury. This Nicias had 
forefeen, but no Regard had been paid to his fa- 
lutary Counfels. 

He did not fail^ the In franc this News was 
brought, to expatiate on the Counfel he had given 
at Athens \ to mew the wrong Step they had caken 
in engaging in this War, and to amplify the fatal 
Confequences which might be expected from it: 
In all which he acled very imprudently. It was 
extremely judicious in Nicias to oppole it in che 
Beginning, and to fet every Engine at Work to 
crulh, if poflible, this ill-fated Projecl. But, as 
it was refolved upon, and he himfelf had accepted 
of the Command, he ought not to have been per- 
petually looking backward, and inceflantly de- 
claring, that the War had been undertaken in 
Opposition to all the Maxims of Prudence; and, 
by that Means, to difhearten his two Colleagues 
in the Command, to difpirit the Soldiers, and 
blunc that Edge of Confidence and Ardor, which 
gives Succefs to the greateft Atchievements. On 
the contrary;, he mould have advanced boldJy to- 
wards the fenemy 5 have attack'd them with Vi- 
jour, and have fpread an univerfal Terror, by a 
udden and unexpected Onfet. 

But Nicias acted in a quite different Manner : 
His Opinion in the Council of War, was, that they 
fhould fail for Selinus, which had firft been the 
Occafion of this Expedition ; and then, if the Ci- 
tizens of Egefta perform 'd their Promife, and gave 
a Month's Pay to the Army, to proceed forward ; 
or otherwife, to oblige them to furnifh Provifions 
for the fixty Gallies they had demanded, and con- 
tinue in that Road till they fhould have concluded 
a Peace between the Citizens of Selinus, either by 
Force of Arms, or fome other Way. He added, 
that after having thus made a Parade of their 
Forces, and the Succours they gave their Allies, 
they fhould return to Athens ; unlcfs they mould 
have an Opportunity of making fome Attempt in 
Favour of the Leontiniy or of gaining over fome 
Ci ty to their Alliance. 

Alcibiades anfwer'd, that it would be inglori- 
ous, after their failing out with fo noble a KJcer, 
to return without atchieving the lealfc Conquclt ; 
and that they fhould firft endeavour to conclude an 
Alliance with the Greeks and Barbarians, in order 
co dcrach them from the Syracufans, and procure 
Troops and Provifions from them ; and officially, 
to fend a Deputation to NteJJina t which was a kind 
of Key to Sicily, and its Harbour capacious eaough 

to 
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to hold all the Fleet. He declared farther, that 
after feeing who were their Friends, and who 
their Enemies, and ftrengthned themfelves by the 
Addition of a new Reinforcement, they then fhould 
attack either Selinus, or Syracufe ; in Cafe the one 
fhould refufe to conclude a Peace with Egejla, and 
the other not permit the Leontini to return to their 
City. 

Lamachus ofFer'd a third Opinion, which per- 
haps was the moil prudent; and this was, to fail 
directly for Syracufe, before its Citizens had Time 
to recover from their Surprize, or prepare for 
their Defence. He obferved, that the fudden Ar- 
rival of an arm'd Force always ftrikes the greatcft 
Terror ; and that when Enemies are allowed Time 
to reflect and make Preparations, it alfo revives 
their Courage $ whereas, when they are fuddenly 
attack'd, and ftill in Confufion, they are generally 
overcome ; that, as they would be Matters of the 
open Country, they ihouid not be in Want of any 
Thing, but on the contrary, would oblige the Si- 
cilians to join with one or other of the Parties ; 
That at leaft they fhould fettle in Mcgara % which 
was quite deferced, and a near Neighbour to Sy- 
racufe, and there lay up their Fleet in Safety. 
However, his Couniel not being follow'd, he a- 
greed to that of Alcibiades: Accordingly they 
Failed for Sicily, where Alcibiades took Catana by 
Surprize. 

This was the firft and laft Exploit rjerform'd by 
jilct biades in this Expedition, he being immedi- 
ately recall'd by the Athenians, in order to take 
hib Trial. For, ever fince the Departure of the 
Fleet, his Enemies, who had no Regard to the 
Welfare of their Country j and who, upon the 
fpecious Pretence of Religion, which often is made 
a Cloak to cover the darkeft Defigns, meditated 
nothing but the fatiating of their Hatred and Ven- 
geance ; taking Advantage of his Abfence, had 
carried on his Profecution with greater Vigour than 
ever. All thofe again ft whom Informations were 
lodged, were thrown into Prifon, without fo much 
as being funer'd to be heard, and that too on the 
Evidence of the mod profligate and abandoned Ci- 
tizens } as though, fays Thucydides, it was not as 
great a Crime to puuifli the Innocent, as to fufFer 
the Quilty to efcape. One of the Informers was 
prqved to be perjured by his own Words j he 
vouching, that he faw and knew one of the Ac- 
cu fed by Moon-light* whereas it appeared, that 
there was no Moon at that Time. But notwith- 
landing th.s manifeft Perjury, ftill the Populace 
were as furious as ever. The Remembrance of 
the Tyranny of the Piftftratides made them ap- 
prehensive of the like Fate; and being ftrongly 
polfefled with this Fear, they would not give Ear 
to any Thing. 

At laft, they fent out the Ship of $alamis y or- 
dering the Captain, not to carry off Alcibiades by 
Force, for Fear of raifing a Tumult in the Army ; 
but only to order him to return to Athens, to pa- 
cify the People by his Prefcnce. Alcibiades obey'd 
the Command, and went immediately on Board 
the Galley ; but the Inftant he arrived at Thurium, 
and had £oc on Shore, he difappeared, and eluded 
the Purfuit of thofe who fought after him. Being 
asked, hereupon, whether he would not rely upon 
the Judgment of his Country : - « I would not, lays 
*' he, rely on my Mother, for Fear left the fhould 
M inadvertently niiltake a black Bean for a white 
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<€ one." It being cuftomary for the Judges, to 
pafs Sentence by Balloting, wherein thofe, who 
condemned thePrifoner, madeufeofa black Bean, 
and they who acquitted him, of a white one. 

Much about this Time, Diagoras of Metia was 
profecuted at Athens : He had fettled himfelf in the 
latter, and there taught Atbeifm* and wa« profe- 
cuted on that Account. Diagoras efcaped the Pu- 
nilhment which would have been inflicted on him, 
by flying ; but could not wipe away the Ignominy 
of the Sentence which condemned him to Death. 
The Athenians had fo great an Abhorrence of the 
impious Principles inculcated by him, that they 
even fet a Price upon his Head, and promifed a 
Reward of a Talent, to any Man who iiould bring 
him, dead or alive. 

About twenty Years before, a like Profecution 
had been carried on againft P rot agar as, for hav- 
ing only treated upon that Subject as doubtful. He 
had faid, in the Beginning of one of his Books, 
If the Gods do, or do not exi£, is a Queftion 
which I know not whether I ought to affirm or 
deny: For our Under; tendings are too much 
clouded, and the Life of Man is too fliort, to 
clear up fo nice and difficult a Point. " But the 
Athenians could not bear to have a Subject of this 
Nature doubted of j and for this Reafon, they or- 
dered Proclamation to be made by the publick 
Crier, for all Perfons, who had any Copies of that 
Book, to bring them to the Magistrates : After 
which they were burnt, as infamous Pieces, and 
the Author was banifli'd, for ever, from all the 
Territories of the Athenians. 

After Alcibiades had left his Country, JSicias 
had enjoy'd the whole Authority : For Lamachus, 
his Collegue, though a Man or Bravery and Ex- 
perience, had no Credit, becaufe of his extreme 
Poverty, for which he was defpifed by the Sol- 
diers. But the Athenians had not been always of 
this Opinion ; for we have feen that Ariftides was 
not lew eireemed or ref peeled on that Account : 
But in this laft Expedition, the People in general, 
had imbibed a Pa (lion for Luxury and Magnifi- 
cence; the natural Confequence of which is, a 
Love of Wealth. As Mesas, by this Means, go- 
verned all Affairs foitly, his whole Conduct was 
of the fame Stamp, as his Difpofition, that if, 
timorous, and dilatory j and every Thing was in 
a languid State ; which was owing, either to his 
continuing inactive, to his only Tailing up and 
down the Coaft, or his lofing Time in confulting 
and deliberating. This, on one Hand, foon a- 
bated the Ardour, and Bravery, wherewith the 
Soldiers had been animated at their fetting out; 
and difpcll'd, on the other, the Fear and Terror 
with which the Enemy had been feized, at the 
Sight of fo terrible an Armament. He be/icg'd 
Hybla ; and though it was but a fmall City, was 
forced to raife the Siege fome Days after, which 
brought him into the higheft Contempt. He re- 
tired at laft to Catana, after having perform'd 
but one Exploit, viz. the ruining of nyceara, a 
fmall Town, inhabited by Barbarians $ where, it 
is faid, Lais the Courtezan, at that Time very 
young, was fold with the reft of the Captive** and 
carried to Pelepontwfus. 

In the mean Time, Alcibiades having left Thu- 
rium, was arrived at Atgos and as he quite dif* 
pair'd of ever being recall'd home, he fent a Mef- 

fenger to the Spartans, de/iring Leave to reiide 

among 
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t niong them, under their Guard and Protection. 
In order to obtain this, he promifed in the moft 
folerrin Manner, that if they would conflder him 
-is their Friend, he would perform greater Service 
for their State, than before he had dbne them In- 
juries} whereupon the Spartans received him with 
open Arms, and foon after his Arrival in their 
City, he gained the Love and Efteem of all its In- 
habitants. 

He charm'd, and even inchanted them, by his 
conforming himfelf fo eafily to their Way or liv- 
ing. Such People as faw Alcibiades ftiave himfelf 
to the Skin, bath in cold Water ; eat of the coarfe > ' 
heavy Cakes, which were their ufual Food, and 
be fo well fatisfy'd with their black Sauce ; could 
not perfuade themfelves, that a Man who fubm it- 
ted \o chearfully to this kind of Life, had ever 
kept Cooks in his Palace 5 had ufed Elfences and 
Perfumes; had wore the rich Stuffs of Miletus; in 
a Word, that he had hitherto lived in the Midft 
of Plenty,- and the moft riotous Profufion of all 
Things. But Flexibility was the Character iftick 
that chiefly diftinguifh'd Alcibiades. Came lion- like, 
he could alfume all Shapes and Colours, to gain the 
Favour of thofe among whom he refided. He 
would prefently form himfelf to their Cuftoms ; 
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and fliape himfelf to all their Inclinations, as if 
they had been innate in him -, and though he in- 
wardly had an Averfion ro them, he yet would co- 
ver his Difguft with an eafy, firnple, and uncon- 
ftrained Air. In one Company, he would appear 
in all the Graces and Vivacity of the molt frolick- 
fome Youth ; and in another, would affume the 
Gravity of old Age. In Sparta, he was laborious, 
frugal and rigid ; in Ionia, he immerfed himfelf 
wholly in Idlencfe, and the moft voluptuous Plea- 
fures; in Thrace, he was always on Horfeback., or 
carouzingj and when he refided with Tijfapher?ies> 
the Satrapa, he exceeded the Perfians in the Ex- 
travagance of his Luxury and Profufion. 

But he was not fatisfied with barely gaining the 
Efteem of the Lacedamonians : He infinuated him- 
felf fo far into the AfFe£tion of Time a, the Wife 
of King Jgis% that he had a Son by her, who, in 
Publick, went by the Name of Leotychides j though 
his Mother* in Private, and among her Women 
and female Friends, did not blulh to call him Al- 
cibiades 
Athenian, 

therefore refuted to own Leotychides for his Son ; 
for which Reafon he was a fee r wards excluded the 
Throne. 



ibiadcs\ fo diftractedly fond was fhe of chat 
Athenian. Agis was inform'd of this Intrigue, and 



CHAP. XIII. 

The Defcription of Syracufe; Nicias hcficges it ; Lamachus hilTd ; The City rcducd to 
the grcatcft Extremities ; 'They rcfolvc to capitulate ; The Arrival of Gyllipus changes 
the Face of Affairs ; He gains divers Advantages over the Athenians; Nicias is fired, 
againfl his iVitt, to hazard a Battle by Sca } and lofes it ; The Athenians arc alfo 
defeated by Land', They again hazard a Sea^Fight, and are defeated', 'They rcfolv: to 
retire by Land ; but, being clofely purjud, and prodigioujly harraf*d by the Syracufans, 
arc fared to fwrender ; They are cruelly treated ; Nicias ? and Demtiflhenes, the frvoo 
Generals, arc fentcned to be feourged, and f>ut to Death ; which is accordingly executed; 
the tcnillc Conjlcrnation of the Athenians, upon the News of the total Dcftru&ion of 
their Forces in Sicily. 



AS we fliall now return to the Athenian 
Forces, whom we left in Sicily, near Ca- 
tana\ and, as we (hall foon find them be- 
sieging Syracufe, which is one of the moft: confi- 
derable Events in the Grecian Hiftory, ic will be 
neceflary, before we enter thereupon, to give our 
Readers fomc Idea of the State of that City, at 
that Time. 



Syracufe irood on the F.aftcrn Coaft of Sicily. 
Its vaft Extent, its advantageous Situation, the 
tonveniency of its double Harbour ; its Fortifica- 
tions built with the utmoft Care and Labour ; and 
the Multitude and Wealth of its Inhabitants; made 
it one of the greaceft, the handfomeft, and moft 
po verful among the Grecian Cities. We are told, 
its Air was fo clear, that there was no Day in the 
* ear, how ftormy foever, wherein the Sun did not 
appear fomc Part of it. It was founded by Ar- 



chias, the Corinthian, a Year after Naxos and Mc 
gara had been founded on the fame Coaft. 

At the Time the Athenians befieg'd this City, 
it was divided into three Parts, viz. the If land, 
Achradina, and Tyche. The Ijland, fituatcd to the 
South, was cali'd Nefos, fignifying, in Greek, an 
Ifland, and Ortygia : It was join'd to the Conti- 
nent by a Bridge. It was in this Illand chat the 
Syracufans afterwards built the Citadel, and the 
Palace for their Kings. This Quarter, orDivifion 
of the City, was of very great Importance \ bc- 
caufe it might render thofe who poHcfs'd it* Maf- 
ter of the two Ports which furrounded ic. Ic was for 
this Reafon, that the Romans, when chcy took Sy- 
racufe, would not fuffer any Syracufans co inhabit 
the Ijland. 

Achradina, fituated intirely on the Seafide, and 
looking Edjl'ward, was the moft fpacious, the moft 
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beautiful, and bed fortify Divilion in the City. 
*Tychc, fo call'd from the Temple of Fortune (which 
hckle Goddcfs was called by chc Greeks, Yyche) 
extended along Achradina, Wejiiuard, from the 
North cowards the South, and was very well in- 
habited. It had a famous Gate, call'd Hcxapyium, 
which led into the Country, and was (ituatcd to 
the North of the City. 

EpipoLe, which was added afcer wards, was a 
Hill Itanding without the City, which it com- 
manded. It was fituated between Hcxapyium and 
the Point of Eu rye I us, Cowards the i\orth and IVtjh 
It was exceedingly lteep in feveral Places ; and, 
for chat Reafon, ot" very difficult Accefs. At the 
Time of the Siege, it was noc furrounded with 
Walls ; and che Syracufans defended ic with a Bo- 
dy of Troops again!* the Attacks of che Enemy. 
Euryelus was the Pafs, or Entrance, which led to 
Epipols. On the fame Hill of Epipo/ar was a Fort, 
call'd Labdalon, or Labdalum. 

It was noc till a great Number of Years after 
(under Dionyfius the Tyrant) that Epipo/a was fur- 
rounded with Walls, and inclos'd in the City, of 
which ic form'd a fifth Part, but was chinly in- 
habited. A fourth DiviCion had been added be- 
fore, call'd Xeapo/is; that is, the new City, which 
cover'd Tyche. 

The River Anapis ran at almoft half 3 League 
Dilrance from the City. They were fepa rated by 
a large and beautiful Plain, terminaced by two 
Fens, or Moors: che one call'd Syraco, whence 
che City was nam'd i and che other LyfimliaJTh is 
River empty'd itfelf in:o the great Harbour. Near 
its Mouth, Southward, was a Kind of Caftie. call'd 
Ohmpia, from the Temple of Jupiter 0 lymphs 
landing there, and in which were great Riches. 
It was five hundred Paces from che City. 

Syracufe had two Harbours, very near one an- 
other, and feparated only by chc I/land, viz. the 
grea: Harbour, and che (mail one, call'd otherwise 
Laccus. The greatcit Harbour was a licde above 
five thoufand Paces, or two Leagues, in Circunr 
ierencc : Ic had a Gulph, call'd Dafcon. The 
Entrance of this Port was but five hundred Paces 
wide. Ic was form'd, on one Side, by che Point 
of the Ifland Ortygia; and, on the ocher, by che 
lictle Ifland and Cape of Plemmyrium, which was 
comanded by a Fort, or Cattle, of the fame Name. 
Above Achradina was a third Pore, call'd the 
Harbour of Trogilus. 

Having thus prcmis'd, wc ftiall return Co Nicias; 
ro whom, at the Knd of che Summer, News was 
brought, chac the Syracufans, having recover'd 
their Courage, intended to march forward, and 
ntrack him. Already their Cavalry advane'd with 
an Air of Infolence, to attack him even in his 
Camp ; and ask'd him with a loud Laugh, whe- 
ther he was come into Sicily, to fettle in Catana. 
Thefe fevere Reproaches rouz'd him a licde, fo 
that he refolv'd ro fail for Syracufe ; however, the 
Enrcrprize was bold and dangerous j for, Nicias, 
without running the utmoft Hazard, could neither 
attempt to land in Prefence of an Enemy, who 
waited for him with the grcateft Refolution ; and 
would not fail to attack him with all his Forces, 
the Inftant he fliould offer to make a Defccnt : 
Nor was it fafer for him to condutt his Troops by 
Land ; becnufe, as he had no Cavalry, the Syra- 
f ;<fm Horfe, who were very numerous, the Mo- 



ment they had Advice of their March, would u\\ 
upon them, and cut them in Pieces, 

To extricate himfelf from this Perplexity, and 
enable himfelf to feize without Op noli t ion upo ; , 
an advancageous Poft, which a Syracnfan Exile had 
difcover'd to him, Nicias had Recourfe Co the 
following Stratagem : He caus'd a Report co be 
fpread amongft che Enemy that, by Reafon of 
a Confpiracy, which was to take Effedl on a cer- 
tain Day, they might feize on his Camp* and pof- 

. Baggage. The 
Syracufans, prepolTcfs'd with this Opinion, tnarch'd 
towards Catana, and pitch'd their Camp near Le- 
ontium. The Momenc the Athenians had Advice 
of chis, they embark'd with all thei r Troops and 
Ammunition ; and, in the Evening, fteer'd for 
Syracufe. They arriv'd, by Day- break, in the great 
Harbour ; landed near Qfympia, in the Place which 
had been poinced out to chem, and there fortify'd 
themfelves. 

The Enemy, finding themfelves thus fllamefully 
impos'd upon, return'd immediately to Syracufe } 
and, in che greareft Rage, drew up in Battle- Ar- 
ray, fome Days after, before the Walls of the City. 
Nicias then march'd ouc of the Trenches, and a 
Battle was fought. Viftory waj a long Time 
doubtful, but a very heavy Shower of Rain, ac- 
company'd with Thunder and Lightning, coming 
unexpectedly j the Syracufans, who were unexpe- 
riene'd, che greateft Part of them having never 
carry'd Arms before, were frighted at the Tem- 
per*; whilft cheir Enemies laugh'd at it, as being 
the meer Effc&s of the Seafon 5 and had Regard 
to nothing buc che Enemy, who were much more 
to be dreaded than che Storm : Wherefore, che 



Syracufans, after making a long, and vigorous 
Refinance, were fore'd to give Way, The Jttbe- 
?iians could not purfue them farj becaufe their 
Horfe, which were ftill in a Body, and had not 
been defeated, cover'd their Retreat. They, there- 
fore, return'd back in good Order into the City; 
after havinjg thrown a Body of Soldiers into the 
Temple 01 Olympia, to prevent its being plun- 
drcd. 

This Temple flood pretty near the Camp of the 
Athenians, who were very defirous of taking it, 
becaufe it was flll'd with Gold and Silver Offer- 
ings, which chc Supcrfticion of divers Kings and 
Nations had confecrated. Nicias. having delay'd 
fending Troops to feize ic, loft the Opportunity; 
and.gave the Syracufans Time to throw a Detach- 
ment into it to defend it, as was before obferv'd. 
Ic was thought he did this on Purpofe, and out of 
Reverence co the Gods; becaufe, had the Soldiers 
plundred this Temple, the Publick would not 
have rcap'd any Benefit by it, and himfelf only 
would have been accus'd of the Sacrilege. 

After the Battle, che Athenians, who were not 

'd with 
there ; 

in order to return in the Beginning of the next 
Spring, and lay Siege to the City, To do this, 
they wanted Money, Provisions, and particularly, 
Horfe ; of which laft they had none. The Athe- 
nians depended upon procuring Part of chefc Suc- 
cours from the Nations of Sicily, who they fuP* 
pos'd would join them, the Inftant they ftouW 
hear of cheir Viftory ; and ac che fame Time chcV 
fenc an Exprefs to Athens, to follicit the like Ait)* 
'1 hey alfo addrclVd the Carthaginians for th<*« f 

A Alii' 
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yet in a Condition co attack Syr acufe, retir'i 
cheir Fleet to Naxos and Catana, to winter 
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, .iiance ; and fent Deputies to fome Cities of 
: city 7 fituated on the Coaft of the Tufcan Sea, 
vhich had promis'd to affift them. 

In the mean While, the Syracufans were far 
from defponding : Hermocrates, who, of all their 
Leaders, was moft diftinguinVd for his Valour, 
Judgment, and Experience, reprcfented to them, 
in order to raife their Hopes, that they had not 
been wanting in Courage, but in Conduct ; chat 
the Enemies, though very brave? ow'd their Vic- 
tory to their good Fortune, rather than to their 
Merit j that the having a Multitude of Leaders 
(they were fifteen in hi umber) from which Con- 
fufion and Difobedience were infeparable, had 
done them Prejudice j that ic would be abfolutely 
neceflary for them to chufe experiene'd Generals, 
to keep the reft in their Duty, and exercife their 
Forces continually during the Wi nter-Seafon. This 
Advice being folio w'd, Hermocrates, and two more, 
were elected Generals ; after which they fent De- 
puties to Corinth and Laced&mon, to renew the 
Alliance, and, at the fame Time, to engage them 
to make a Diver/ion, in order to oblige, if pof- 
fiblc, the Athenians, to recal their Troops from 
Sicily, or, at leaft, to prevent their fending a Re- 
inforcement thither. But their chief Care was to 
fortify Syracufe j in Order to which, they inclosed 
within the City, by a Wall, all that Tract of 
Land which looks towards Epipola, from the Nor- 
thern Extremity of T } che, defending fTeJiward, 
towards the Quarter, or Divifion of the City, cali'd 
afterwards Neapolis. This they did, to keep the 
Enemy at a greater Diftance* and give them more 
Trouble in making their Councervallation 9 by 
obliging them to make it of a larger Extent : 
This, in all Probability, had been neglected be- 
fore, becaufe it feem'd to be fufficiently defended 
by its rugged and fteep Situation. They alfo gar- 
rifon'd Megara and Qhmpia; and drove Stakes 
into all thofe Parts of the Sea-fhore, where the 
Enemy might eafily make a Defcent. Hearing 
afterwards, that the Athenians were at Naxos, they 
went and burnt the Camp of Cat ana; and re- 
tired, after they had laid waite the Country ad- 
jacent. 

The Ambafladors of Syracufe being arriv'd a- 
mong the Corinthians, ask'd Succour of' them, as 
having been their Founders, which was immedi- 
ately granted } and, at the fame Time, they fent 
an Ernbafly to the Lacedamonians, to invite them 
to declare in their Favour. Akihiadts infore'd their 
Demand with all his Credit and Eloquence ; which 
his Refcntment againft Athens inflam'd prodigi- 
oufly. He adyi3ci and exhorted the Lacedamo- 
nians, to appoint Gyiippus their General, and fend 
him into Sicily, and, at the fame Time, to in- 
vade the Athenians, in order to make a powerful 
Diversion. In the third Place, he counfell'd them 
to fortify Decelia in Attica t which quite com- 
fleatcd the Ruin of the City of Athens, ic not be- 
jng ever able to recover that Blow: For, by this 
■'ort, the Lacedamonians made thcmfelves Matters 
°f the Country; by which the Athenians were de- 
Pnv'd of their Silver Mines of Laurium, and of 



c ^ Revenues of their Lands 5 nor could they be 
aiimcd by their Neighbours, Decelia being now 
become the Afylum of all the Malccontcnta and 
r artizans of Sparta. 

Micias had received fome Succours from Athens, 
w "*ch confiftcd of Uo hundred and fifty Troop- 
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ers, who, the Athenians fuppos'd would . be fur* 
nifh'd with Horfcs in Sicily (the Troopers bring- 
ing only the Furniture) and of thirty Archers, 
likewife Cavalry* with three hundred Talents, 
that is, abbut fixty thoufand Pounds. Nicias now 
began to prepare for Action. He was accus'd of 
often letting Opportunities flip, by his lofingTime 
in deliberating , arguing? and concerting Mea- 
fures; however, when once he entred upon Ac- 
tion, he was as bold and vigorous in executing, 
as he before had been flow and fearful in con- 
triving, as he fince fliew'd on the prefent Occa- 
fion. 

The Syracufans hearing ttiat the Athenians had 
a Reinforcement of Cavalry, and would foon 
march, and lay Siege to their City ; and knowing 
they could not pofliblv approach it, or make a 
Countervallation? unlefs they mould poflefs thcm- 
felves of the Hills of Epipola, which commanded 
Syracufe r, refol^d to guard the Avenues to it; 
that being the only Pafs, by which the Enemy 
could poiUbly get up to it? every other Part 
being rugged and inacceflible. Marching, there- 
fore, down into the Meadow or Plain, bounded 
by the River Anapis, and reviewing their Troops 
in it, they appointed feven hundred Foot, under 
the Command of Diomilus, to guard this impor- 
tant Poft ; and commanded them to repair to it, 
at the firft Signal, which mould be given for that 
Purpofe. But Nicias conducted his Deflgn with 
fo much Prudence, Expedition, and Sccrtfy, that 
they had not Time to do this. He fail'd from Ca- 
tana with all his Fleet, unfufpe£ted in any Manner 
by the Enemy. Being arrived at the Port of Tro- 
gilus near Leontium, which is but a Quarter of a 
League from Epipola-, he jput his Land-Forces on 
Shore, after which he retir'd with his Fleet to 
Thapfus, a fmall Peninfula of Syracufe % the En- 
trance to which he fhut up with a Barrier of 
Stakes. 

Being landed, the Forces ran immediately to 
feize on Epipola, by the Pafs of Euryelus y before 
the Enemy? who were in the Plains of Anapis % and 
at above a League's Diftance, had the leaft Notice 
of their Arrival. At the firft News of this, the 
feven hundred Soldiers under the Command of Di- 
omiltiS) advane'd forward in Confuflon, but were 
eafily defeated and three hundred of them? with 
their Leader, were left dead in the Field. The 
Athenians + after fetting up a Trophy, built a 
Fort in Lahdalon, on the Summit of Epipola; 
in order to fecure in it their Baggage, and their 
moft valuable Effects, whenever they mould be 
forced to fight, or work at the Countervalla- 
tion. 

Soon after, the Inhabitants of £/r/fj fent the 
Athenians three hundred Troopers j w.A to thefe 
fome of their Sicilian Allies added a hundred 
more; which, with the two hundred and fifty 
fent before by the Athenians, and who had fur- 
ninVd thcmfelves with Horfcs in Sici/y, made a 
Body of fix hundred and fifty Cavalry. 

The Plan laid down by Nicias, for taking Sy- 
racufe, was? to fur round all the City on the Land- 
fide with a ftrong Countervallation, in order to 
prevent the Belies v d from having any Communi- 
cation with any Forces by Land; doubtlefs, fup- 
pofing, that his Fleet would afterwards enable him 
to prevent the Syracufans from receiving any Suc- 
cours, or Provilions by Sea. 
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Nicias then left a Garrifon in Labdalon ; which 
done, he march'd down the Hill, advanc'd to- 
wards the Northern Extremity of Tyche, and halt- 
ing there, employ'd the whole Army in raifing a 
Wall of Countervallation, to inclofe the City, 
Northward, from Tyche as far as Trogilus. This 
Work was carry'd on with fuch a Rapidity, as 
cjuite terrify 'd the Syracufans j wherefore, judging 
it their Intereft to oppofe the Progrefs thereof; 
they made fome Sallies and Attacks, but always 
with Di fad vantage 9 and even their Cavalry was 
routed. The Day after the Action, the Counter- 
vallation, Northward, was continued by Part of 
the Army, during which, the reft carry'd Stones, 
and other Materials, towards Trogilus, in order 
to compleat that Work. 

However, the Befieg'd, by the Advice of Her- 
mocratesy thought it advifable, not to venture a 
fecond Battle with the Athenians $ but only cn- 
deavour'd to put a Stop to theirWorks; or, at leaft, 
to render them of no Service, by raifing a Wall 
themfelves, which fhould cut through the Spot, 
along which the Athenians intend to carry on 
theirs. They imagrin'd, that, in cafe no one 
fhould interrupt theirWorks, and they fhould be 
fufFer'd to compleat their Wall, it would be im- 
poffible for the Athenians to make any farther Ad- 
vances : Or, that, iliould they advance forward* 
in order to oppofe them, they fhould then have 
no more to do but to fend out a confiderable Part 
of their Forces againft them ; after having forti- 
fy 'd fuch Avenues, as were moft acceflible, with 
ftrong Pali fades : And, that the Athenians, on the 
contrary, would be oblig'd to fend for all their 
Forces, and quite abandon their Works. 

Accordingly, they came out of their City, and 
working with inexpreflible Ardor, began to raife 

a Wall; and, in order to carry it on with lefs 
Moleftation, they cover'd it with ftrong Palifades; 
and flank'd it with Wooden Towers, at proper 
Di (lances, to defend it. The Athenians fufFer'd the 
Syracufans to carry on theirWorks undifturb'd ; 

fince, had they march'd only Part of their Troops 
againft them, they would have been too weak; 
and, if they had brought them all, they muft 
have been oblig'd to difcontinue their Works, 
which they were refolv'd not to do. The Work 
being compleated, the Syracufans left a Body of 
Men to defend the Palifade, and guard the Wall, 
and then return'd into the City. 
In the mean l ime, ^Athenians cut off the Canals, 
by which Water was convcy'd into the City; and 
ooferving the Syracufans, who had been left to 
guard the Walls, very negligent in their Duty; 
/bme returning at Noon, either into the City, or 
their Huts, and the reft not keeping a proper 
Guard, they dctach'd three hundred chofen Men, 
and fome light Infantry, to attack that Poft ; du- 
ring which, the reft ot the Army march'd towards 
the City, to keep any Succours from fal lying out. 
Accordingly, the three hundred Soldiers having 
fore'd the Pali fade, purfu'd thofe who guarded it, 
:\6 far as that Part of the City- Wall, which cover'd 
Temenos \ where, pouring in indiscriminately with 
them, they were repuls'd by the Inhabitants with 
Lofii. However, the whole Army afterwards de- 
moliuYd the Wall; fore'd the Palifades out of the 
Intrenchment, and carry'd them off. 

After this Succefs, whereby the Athenians were 
Matters of the Northern Parts, they began, the 



very next Day, a ft ill more important Work, ai 
which would have quite finilh'd their Inclofure o* 
the City ; this was to carry a Wall from the HiJJs 
of Epipolcc, Wejlward, through the Plain, and the 
Fens, as far as the great Harbour. To prevent 
this, the Befieg'd, beginning the fame Kind of 
Work as they had carry'd on on the other Side ; 
drew from the City,- through the Fens, a Foffi, 
or Ditch, lin'd with Palifades, to prevent the A- 
thenians from carrying their Countervallations as 
far as the Sea. But the latter, after finifhing the 
iirft Part of the Wall> on the Hills of Epipola, re- 
folv'd to attack the lin'd Fojfc. To this End, they 
order'd their Fleet to fail from Thapfus to the 
great Harbour of Syracufe, it having continu'd in 
that Road hitherto ; and the* Befieg'd had always 
the Sea open, by which Means, the Bcfiegers were 
oblig'd to get their Provifions from Thapfus by 
Land. 

The Athenians came down, therefore, from E- 
pipola, into the Plain, before Day -break ; when, 
throwing Planks and Beams on that Part where 
the Fen was only flimy, and more firm than in 
other Places ; they immediately carry'd the great- 
eft Part of the Foffe that was lin'd with Palifades; 
and then, having beat th Syracufans, who gave 
Way, and retir'd, they deftroy'd the Reft thereof. 
Not content with this, three hundred chofen Athe- 
nian attempted to cut off the PafTage of the Syra- 
cufans ; and to that End, flew towards the Bridge: 
But the Enemy's Cavalry, the greateft Part of 
which were drawn up in Battle- Array, repuls'd 
them; and afterwards rufli'd on the. Right- wing 
of the Athenians, and put the firft Batallion into 
Diforder. Lamacbus perceiving this, from the 
Left -Wing where he commanded, ran thither with 
the Argivi, and fome Archers 5 but, having fore'd 
his Way over a Ditch, and being abandoned by 
his Men, he was kiil'd, with five or fix who fol- 
low'd him. The Body of the Enemy immc- * 
diately crofs'd to the other Side of the" River; 
and feeing the reft of the Army come up, they 
retir'd. 

At the fame Time, their Right- Wing, which 
had return'd towards the City, recovcr'd their Spi- 
rits by this Succefs, and advancing, drew up in 
Order of Battle before the Athenians ; after hav- 
ing detach'd fome Troops to attack the Fort built 
on the Hills of Epipola, which fcrv'd as a Maga- 
zine to the Enemy, and was thought to be unde- 
fended. This they did with fuch Succefs, that 

the 
Forr, 

and at that Time in his Bed, with only his Do- 

mefticks about him. Animated, however, by the 

Danger, and Prefencc of the Enemy, he ftruggh's 

with his Indifpofition, rifes up, and commands 

his Servants to fet Fire immediately to all the 

Timber, lying between the Intrenchment and che 

Fort for the military Engines, and to the Engines 
themfel ves. 



they fore'd an Intrenchment which cover'd 
Fort, but Nicias fav'd it. He was fick in this 1 



This unexpected Conflagration ftopp'd the Sy- 
racufans ; fav'd Nicias, the Fort, and all the rich 
Effects of the .Athenians ; for thefe halted to aflift 
their General. At the fame Time, che Fleet was 
fecn failing into the great Harbour, according c° 
the Orders given for that Purpofe. The Syracttfetis 
having perceiv'd this from the Hill, and fearing 
they inould be attack'd from behind, and over- 

pawer'd by the Land-Forces, retir*d, and return'd 

to 
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City with all their Forces ; now no longer 
,£ling, after having loft the r Fojfh lin'd with 
Pali fades, that it would be polfible for them to 
prevent the Enemy from carrying on their Coun- 
£C rvallation as far as the Sea. 

In the mean Time, the At henians, who hnd con- 
tented themfelves with building a fingle Wall on 
the Hills of Epipola, and through fuch Places, as 
were craggy, and of difficult Accefs, being come 
Jown into the Plain, began to build, at the Foot 
of the Hills, a double Wall, intending to carry ic 
as far as the Sea ; viz. a Wall of Countervail ation 
ugainft the Befleg'd, and another of Circumval- 
lation againft thole Syracufan Troops, which were 
out of the City, and fuch of the Allies, as might 
come to relieve it. 

From that Day, Nicias y who was now the fole 
General, conceiv'd great Hopes; for, feverai Na- 
tions of Sicily, which hitherto had not dcclar'd for 
cither Side, came and join'd him ; and there ar- 
riv'd to him, from all Quarters, Veflfels laden with 
Provifions for his Army ; all Parties being eager 
to go over to him, becaufe he had now got the 
Upper-Hand, and been vaftly fortunate in all his 
Undertakings. Already the Syracufans, feeing 
themfelves olock'd up both by Sea and Land, and 
lofing all Hopes of being able to defend their 
City any longer, ofFer'd to come to an Accommo- 
dation. 

Gy Up pus, who was juft arriv'd from Laccdamo- 
ma to their Alliftance, having heard, in his Paf- 
fage, the Extremity to which they were redue'd, 
and looking upon the whole Ifland as loft, fail'd 
forward, neverthelefs ; not with aView of defend- 
ing Sicily y but only to preferve for the Colonies of 
Italy, fuch Cities as were fubjeel: to them in that 
Wand, if it were not too late, and if it could be 
done : For, Fame had reported, in all Places, that 
the Athenians had already poflefs'd themfelves of 
the whole Ifland , and were headed by a General, 
whofe Wifdom, and good Fortune, rendred him 
invincible. Nay, Nicias himfelf, now (contrary 
to his natural Difpofition) confiding in his own 
Strength, and elate with his Succels; perfuaded 
alfo by the fecret Advices brought him daily 
from Syracufc, and the Meifengers who were fent 
to him, that the City would immediately capitu- 
late, made no Account of the Approach of Gy lip- 
pus. He did not, therefore, endeavour to prevent 
his landing : Efpecially, when he heard, that he 
brought but very few Vctfcls ; calling him a trifling 
Pyrate, not worthy, in any Manner, his Notice. 

ut, a General ought to be extreamly careful, not 
to grow remils in the Midft of Succefs, becaufe 
the leaft Negligence may prove his Deftru&ion. 
Had Nicias Tent the fmalleft Detachment, to op- 
pofe the Landing of Gylippus, he would have 

taken Syracufe, and the whole Affair had been 
ended. 

The Fortifications of the Athenians were now 
•dmoft compleatcd ; and they had drawn a double 
Wall, near half a League in Length, along the 
J lain, and the Fens towards the great Port, and 
had almoft reach 'd it. There now remain'd, on 
the Side towards Trogilus, only a fmall Part of the 
Wall to be finifh'd. The Syracufans were, there- 
on the Brink of Ruin ; and had no Hopes 
Jyjt, fmce they were no longer able to defend them- 
fclves, and did not expccl any Succours. For this 
*veafon, they refolv'd to furrender : Accordingly, 



a Council was held, to fettle Articles of Capitu- 
lation, in order to prcfent them to Nicias ; and 
feverai were of Opinion, that ' *ould be proper 
to capitulate foon, before the City was entirely 
inverted. 

It was at that very Inftant, and in the moft cri- 
tical Juncture, that an Officer, Gongylcs, by Name, 
arriv'd from Corinth, on board a Galley, call'd a 
Triremisi that is, as is generally believ'd, which 
had three Benches of Oars. At his Arrival, all 
the Citizens flock'd round him. He then dcclar'd 
aloud, that Gylippus. would be with them imme- 
diately, and was follow'd by a great many other 
Gallies, which were coming to relieve them. The 
Syracufans aftonifh'd, or rather ftupify'd, as ic 
were, with this News, durlt not give Credit to it: 
Whilft they were thus fluctuating, and in Doubt, 
a Courier fent by Gylippus came up, who acquaint- 
ed them with the Arrival of that General, and 
order'd them to march out all theirTroops to meet 
him. In the mean While, that Spartan, after 
having taken a Fort, in his Way, march'd in 
Battle-Array, directly for Epipola ; and coming 
up by Eur yc lus, as the Athenians had done, he 
began to prepare to attack them from without ; 
whilft the Syracufans were to charge them, on 
their Side, with their Forces. The Athenians, fur- 
priz'd beyond Imagination at his coming, drew 
up haftily, and without Order, under the Walls. 
As to Gylippus himfelf laving down his Arms when 
he was come near, he fent Word by an Herald 
that he would allow the Athenians only five Days 
to leave Sicily : Nicias did not condefcend to make 
the leaft Anfwer ; and fomc of his Soldiers laugh- 
ing in the Herald's Face, ask'd him, TVhtther the 
Prefetice of a Lacedaemonian Privateer, and a 
trifling IVand, could create any Change in the prc- 
fent State of the City. Both Sides, therefore, pre- 
paid for Battle. 

Gylippus, for his firft Exploit, ftorm'd Lab da- 
Ion, and cut in Pieces all who were found in it: 
The fame Day an Athenian Galley was taken, as 
it fail'd into the Harbour. Then the Beficged 
drew a Wall from the City, towards Epipola, in 
order to cut (about the Extremity of ic) the (ingle 
Wall of the Athenians ; and to take away from 
them all Communication, with the Troops, pofted 
in thole Intrenchments, which furrounded the North 
Side, towards Tyche and Trogilus. The Athenians, 
after having finifh'd the Wall, which extended as 
far as the Sea, towards the great Harbour, v\erc 
rcturn'd to the Hills. Wherefore Gylippus obfer- 
ving, in the finale Wall which the Athenians had 
built on the Hills of Epipola, a Part chat was 
weaker and lower than the Reft, march'd thither 
in the Night with his Troops ; but being difcover'd 
by the Athenians who were encamp'd without, he 
was forced to retire, upon his feeing them advance 
directly towards him. They raifed the Wall higher, 
and themfelves undertook the Guard of it; after 
having fiVd thciv/JlJics in the feverai Polls on th 
Remainder of the Intrench men t. 

On the other Side, Nicias, thought proper to 
fortify the Cape of Plemmyritttn, which, by its 
running into the Sea, ftraitned the Mouth of the 
great Harbour; and his Dcfign thereby was, to 
procure Provifions, and all other Things fie might 
want, the more eafily ; becaufe the slrhniians, by 
poflelung themfelves of that Poll, drew iitac the 
little Port, wherein lay the chief naval Forces of 
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the Syracufans, and were the becter able to obferve 
the various Motions oi it ; and belides, by having 
the Sea open, they would not be forced co draw 
all their Piovifions from the Bottom of the great 
Harbour; as they mult neceHarily do, fhould the 
Enemy, by leizing on the Mouth of it, force them 
to keep clofe in the Harbour, in the Manner they 
then did. For A'ic-as, ever fince the Arrival of 
Gylippus, had no Hopes left but from Sea. Send- 
ing, therefore, his Fleet, and Part of his Troops 
thither, he built three Forts, by which the Ships 
were enabled to lie at Anchor ; and there fecur'd 
a great Part of the Baggage and Ammunition. It 
was then that the Seafaring People futfer'd very 
much ; for, as they were obliged to go a great 
Way to fetch Wood and Water, they were fur- 
rounded by the Enemy's Horfe; the third Part of 
which were potted at Olyvpia, to prevent the Gar- 
rilbn of Plemmyrium from fallying out} and were 
Mailers of the Field. Advice being brought Ni- 
rijs, that the Corinthian Fleet was coming up, he 
fent twenty Gallics againft it ; ordering them to 
have an Eye on the Enemy towards Locris, Rhe- 
gium, and the Reft of the Avenues of Sicily. 

In the mean Time, Gylippus, employing thofe 
very Stones, which the Athenians had got together 
for their life, went on with the Wall, which the 
Syracufans had begun to carry through Epipola^ 
and drew up daily in Battle Array before it, as 
did the Athenians. When he judg'd it was a pro- 
per Time for engaging, he began the Battle in 
the Spot lying between the two Vs 'alls $ and the 
Want of Room having made his Cavalry and 
Archers of no Ufe, he cams off with Lofs, and 
the Athenians fet up a Trophy. Hereupon, Gy- 
lippus, to rouze up the Spirits of his Soldiers, by 
doing them Jufticc, was fo ingenuous, as to re- 
proach himklf for the ill Succefs they had met 
with ; and to declare publickly, that he, not they, 
had occafion'd the late Defeat, becaufe he had 
made them fj = ht in too narrow a Spot of Ground. 
However, he promised foon to give them an Op- 
portunity of recovering both their Honour, and 
his; and accordingly, the very next Day, he led 
them againft the Enemy, after having exhorted 
them, in the ltrongeft Terms, to behave in a 
Manner worthy of their ancient Fame and Repu- 
tation. 

On the other Hand, Nicias perceiving, though 
he fhould not be deflrous of coming to a Battle, 
}et it would be absolutely necetfary for him, to 
prevent the FJnemy from extending theirWall be- 
yond the C ountervallation, to which they had al- 
ready got very mar j (becaufe, otherwife this 
would be granting them a certain Vidtory) march'd 
out againft the Syracufans. Gylippus then brought 
up his Troops beyond that Place, where the Walls 
terminated on each Side, in order that he might 
leave the more Room to extend his Forces; when 
charging the F.r.cmy's Left Wing with hisHorfe, 
he put ic to KJ:ght, and foon after defeated the 
Right Wing. We have here an Inirancc of the 
mighty hXlbvfb, which the Experience and Abili- 
ties ui a great Captain are capable of producing: 
For, Gylippus, with the fame Men, the /amc Arms, 
the fame Worfes, and on the fame Ground, by only 
changing his Order of Battle, dtfcitud the Athe- 
nians, and beat rhem tjuite to their Camp. The 
following Kighr, the Victors earry'd on theirWall 
bcyoud the Countervallation ol the Athenii4Hs 9 and 



thereby deprived them of all Hopes of bei 
able to furrouud them. 

After this Succefs, the Syracuju?is, to whole Am 
the Cori?ithian Fleet was arriv'd, unperceiv'd [y 
that of the Athenians, recovered their Courage, 
arm'd feveral Gallies, and marching into ir u: 
Plains with their Cavalry, and other Forces, too); 
a great Number of Prifuners. They fent » I f 0 
Deputies to Lacedamonia, and Corinth, to dcfiic 
a Reinforcement $ whilft Gylippus went in Perfon 
to all the Cities of Sicily, to follicit them to join 
him ; and gain'd over the greater! Part of them, 
who accordingly fent him powerful Aflifiancc. 
Hereupon, Nicias, finding his Troops IciTen daily, 
and thofe of the Enemy mcreafe, began to be dif- 
heartned ; and not only fent Expretfes to the si- 
then tans, to acquaint them with the Situation of 
Affairs, but likewifc wrote Co them in the tfrong- 
eft Terms. 

The Athenians were ftrongly affected with his 
Letter, and it made as great an Impreffion on their 
Minds, as Nicias expe&ed. However, they did 
not think proper to appoint him a SuccefTor j and 
only nominated two Officers who were under him, 
viz. Menander, and Euihydemus, to aflift him, till 
fuch Time as other Generals lhould be fent. En* 
rymedon and Demqfthenes were chofen to fuccecd 
Lamachus and Alci blades. The former fet out im- 
mediately with ten Gallies, and fomc Money, a- 
bout the Winter Solftice, that is about the tenth 
of December, to aflure Nicias, that a fpcedy Re- 
inforcement fhould be fent himj during which, 
the latter was raifing Troops and Contributions, 
in order to fet Sail the following Spring. 

On the other Side, the Lacedemonians being 
fupported by the Corinthians, were very indultri- 
ous, in preparing Reinforcements to fend to Si- 
cily, and to enter Attica, in order to keep the 
-Athenian Fleet from failing towards that Ifland. 
Accordingly, they entred Attica early, under the 
Command of King Agis ; and, afrer having laid 
wafte the Country, they fortify'd Decelia ; having 
divided the Work among all their Forces, to make 
the greater Difpatch. This Poft is about an hun- 
dred and twenty Furlongs from Athens j that is, 
about fifteen Miles, and the fame Diftance from 
Baotia. Alcibiades was perpetually haranguing the 
Lie cdamonians \ and could not be eafy, till he 
had prevail'd with them to begin that neceflary 
Work. 

,This annoy 'd the Athenians moft of all ; for, 
hitherto, the Enemy retiring, after they had laid 
wafte the Athenian Territories, the latter were un- 
molefted all the Reft of the Year 5 but, from the 
Time that Decelia was fortify'd, the Garrifon left 
in it were for ever making Incurfions, and filPd the 
Athenians with perpetualAlarms; infomuch that 
Athens was now become a Kind of Fortrefs; for* 
in the Day-Time, a Guard was mounted at all 
the Gatea; and in the Night, all the Citizens 
were, either on the Walls, or under Arms. Such 
VefTels as brought Provifions from the Mand of 
Eubxa, and which before had a much fhortcr Pai- 
fage by Decelia, were forced to go round a hour, 
in order to double the Cape of Stir i urn ; by which 
Means, Provifions, as well as Goods imported, 
grew much dearer. To heighten the Calamity* 
upwards of twenty Thoufand Slaves, the greatelr. 
Part of whom were Artificers, went over to the 
Enemy, to avoid the ex t ream Mifery with uhich 
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0 the icy was afflicted. The Cattle like wife of all 

pc d y\l ; and molt of the Horfes were lame, 



o> being continually upon Guard, or making in- 
cuifions. To increafe cheir Diftrefs yet more, fo 
univerfal a Havock being made, and the Athe- 
nians enjoying no longer the Revenues, which 
arofe from the Produce of their Lands, there was 
a prodigious Scarcity of Money ; infomuch, thac 
they were obliged to take the Twentieth Part 
of all the Imports, Co fupply cheir ufual Subfi- 

dies. 

In the mean Time, Gylippus, who had gone 
round Sicily, broughc as many Men, as he could 
poflibly raife in the whole Ifland ; and prevail'd 
with the Syt acufunsy to lie out the ftrongeft Flcec 
in their Power, and Co hazard a Battle at Sea ; 
upon the Rrefumptioti, chac che Succefs would 
anfwer che Grcatnefs of the Kncerprize. This 
Advice was ftrongly infore'd by Hermocrates y vsho 
exhorted the Syracufans, not co refign co cheir E- 
nemies che Empire of che Seas : Obferving co them, 
chac the Athenians chemfelves had noc receiv'd ic 
from their Anceftors, nor been always poflefs'd of 
it : That the Per/tan War had, in a Manner, for- 
ced them into the Knowledge of Naval Affairs ; 
and to accuftom themfelvcs to the Ocean 5 not- 
withstanding two great Obftacles, cheir Difpofi- 

tion, and their City, which ftood ac a confiderabic 
Pittance from the Sea : That they had made 
themfelvcs formidable to other Nations, not fo 
much by cheir real Strength, as by cheir Courage 
and Intrepidicy : That they ought to copy them; 
and, fincc they had Co do wich Enemies, who were 
fo enterprising, ic was fic chey lhould be equally 
daring. 

This Advice was approved j and accordingly, a 
large Fleec was equipp'd ; when Gylippus led out 
all his Land-Forees in che Night, co accack the 
Forts of Plcmmyrium. To this End, thirty- five 
Gallies of Syracuje, which were in the grcac Har- 
bour, and forcy-rive in the leffer, where was an 
Arfenal for Ships, were order'd co advance co- 
wards Plemmyrium ; Co incimidace the Athenians, 
when they ihould fee chemfelves atcack'd both 
by Sea and Land, at the fame Time, The Athe- 
nians, ac this News, went on board alfo; and, 
with twenty-five Ships, fail'd to fight the thirty- 
five Sjracufan Vetiels, which were failing ouc a- 
gainfl: them from the great Harbour ; and opposed 
thirty-five more to the forty-five of che Enemy, 
which were come out of che licle Pore. A (harp 
Engagemenc was fought at the Mouth of the 
great Harbour ; one Parcy endeavouring to force 
their Way inco ic, and che other to keep them 
out. 

Thofe who defended che Forts of Tlemmyriumj 
having flocked co che Shore co view che Eaccle, 
Gjiippus atcack*d che Fores unexpectedly by Day- 
break ; and, having carry'd che greaceft of chem 
by Storm, che Soldiers, who detended che ocher 
two, were fo terrify'd* chac chey were abandon'd 
i'» a Moment. After this Advantage, the Syra- 
cufans fuflain'd a considerable Lofsj for, fuch of 
their VcflTels, as fought ac the Entrance of che 
Harbour (after having forced the Athenians) bul- 
ged furioufly one a gain ft the ocher, as they en- 
u'ed it in Di (order ; and, by that Means, fliifced 
the Victory to cheir Enemies, who were noc con- 
tented with purluing them, but alfo gave Chafe 
to thofe who were victorious in the great Har- 



bour. Eleven Sjracufan Gallies were funk, on 
this Occafion, and great Numbers of the Sailors 
in them kill'd ; and three taken. The jftheni- 
ans likewife loll three ; notwithftanding which, 
after Cowing away chofe of che Enemy, they 
rais'd a Trophy in a lictle Ifland lying before 
Plemmyrium, and recir'd co the Centre of their 
Camp. 

The Syracufans alfo rais'd three Trophies for 
their caking of the three Fores ; and, after razing 
one of the fmaller, they repair'd the Fortificati- 
ons of the other two, and pur Garrifons into them. 
Several Athenians had been either kill'd, or made 
Prifoners there ; and great Sums of Money 
caken, the Propercy of che Government, as w !1 
as of Merchants, and Captains of Gallics bi fides 
a large Quantity of Ammunition ; this being a 
Kind of Magazine for the whole Army. They 
likewife loft che Scores, and Rigging of forty 
Gallics, wich three Ships thac lay in rhe Dock : 
Buc, a more conliderable Circumftance was, Gy- 
lippus, thereby, prevenced Nicias from getting 
Provisions and Ammunition fo eafily ; for, whilft 
Che laCter was potfefs'd of Plemm.rium, chey pro- 
cur'd chefe fecurely, and expedkioufly ; whereas, 
after cheir being difpoflefs'd of ic, it was equally 
difficult and hazardous ; becaufe they could noc 
bring in any Thing, without drawing cheir Swords; 
che Enemy lying ac Anchor juft off their Fort. 
Thus the Athenians could get no Provifinns with- 
out fighting; which difpiriced the Soldiers very 
much; and chrcw che whole Army inco a greac 
Confternation. 

There was a little Skirmifh, afterwards, in de- 
fending a Barrier of Stakes; which the Inhabitants 
had made in the Sea, ac the Entrance of the old 
Harbour, to fecure the Shipping. The Athenians, 
having rais'd Towers and Parapets on a Jarg-e 
Ship, drove it as near as poftiblc Co this Barrier, 
in order that it might ferve as a Bulwark to fome 
Ships, which carry'd military Engines, whe ewich 
chey forced up the Scakcs, by the Help of Pullics 
and Ropes; exclufive of chofe, which fome Di- 
vers faw'd in two ; the Befieg'd defending them- 
felves with their Harbour, and ihe Enemies with 
their Tower. Such Stakes, as had been fore'd in, 
level wish the Surface of the Water, in o.der to 
ftrand chofe Veflels which lhould come near them, 
were the hardeft to force away. The Divers alfo 
brib'd che Enemy, and moft of the Stakes were 
torn up; buc then otheis were immediately drove 
in their Places. The urmoft EfTorrs were us'd on 
both Sides, in the Aitack, as well as in the De- 
fence. 

One Circumftance, which the Beficgcd look'd 
upon as of the grcateft Importance, was, to at- 
tempt a fecond Engagement, by Sea and Land, 
before the Fleet, and other Sbpplie fent by the. 
Athenians, fliould be arrived. They had conceited 
frcfli Mcafures for engaging by Sea, by taking 
Advantage of the Errors they had committed in 
the laft Fighr. The Changes made in the Gallies, 
were, their Stems were much fhorrer, and, ac the 
fame Time, ftronger, and more folid than before. 
For this Purpofe, they ftVd great Pieces of Tim- 
ber, projecting forward, on each Side of 1 heir 
Heads; and to thefe Pieces they join'd Beams, 
by Way of Props. Thefe Beams extended to the 
Length of fix Cubits on each Side of che VelTel, 
both within and without. Bv this they hopM to 
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gain the Advantage over the Gal lies of the Athe- 
nians, which did not dare, becaufe of the Weak- 
nefs of their Beaks, to attack an Enemy in Front, 
but only in Flank; not to mention that, fhould 
the Battle be fought in the Harbour, they would 
not have Room to fprcad themfclves, nor to pafs 
between two Gallies, in which lay their greateft 
Art j nor to tack about, after they ihould have 
been repulfed, in order to return to the Onfet ; 
whereas the Syracufans, by their being Matters of 
the whole Extent of the Harbour, would have all 
thefe Advantages, and might reciprocally affift one 
another. On thefe Circumftances the latter found- 
ed the Hopes they entertained of gaining the Vic- 
tory. Gylippus therefore firft drew all the Infantry 

out of the Camp, and advanced towards that Part 
of the Counter vail ati on of the Athe7iians, which 
faced the City ; whilft the Troops of Olympia 
marched towards the other, and their Gallies fet 
Sail. 

In the mean while, Nicias did not care to ven- 
ture a fecond Battle, alledging, very juftly, that 
as he expected a frelh Fleet every Moment, and a 
great Reinforcement, which Dcmojlhenes was bring- 
ing with all Speed j it would betray the greateft 
Want of Judgment, mould he, as his Troops were 
inferiour in Number to thofe of the Enemy, and 
already fatigued, hazard a Battle, without being 
forced to it. On the contrary, Me?iander and Eu- 
thydemtts, 
ihare the 

of Dcmoflhcnes ; fired with Ambition, and jealous 
of thofe Generals, wanted to perform fome mighty 
Exploit, to bereave the one of his Glory, and, if 
poifible, eclipfe that of the other. The Pretence 
they alledged on this Occafion was, the Fame and 
Reputation of Athens ; and they afferted, with fo 
much Vehemence, that it would be entirely de- 
ftroy'd, fhould they fhun the Battle, fince the Sy- 
racufans offered it them ; that they at laft forced 
Nicias to a Compliance. The Athenians had fe- 



who had, juft before, been appointed to 
Command with A'icias, till the Arrival 



venty Gallies, and the Syracufahs eighty. 

The firft Day, the Fleets continued in Sight of 
each other, in the great Harbour, without engag- 
ing ; and only a fewSkirmifhes were fought, after 
which, both Parties retired \ and it was juft the 
fame with the Land-Forces. 'ITie Sy racufans did 
not^ make the leaft Motion the fecond Day 5 of 
which Nicias taking Advantage, caufed the Tran- 
fports to draw up in a Line, at fome Diftance from 
one another ; in order that his Gallics might re- 
tire behind them with Safety, in Cafe he mould 
be defeated. On the Morrow, the Sy racufans came 
up fooner than ufual, when a great Part of the 
Day was fpent in skirmifhing, after wjhich they 
retired. The Athenians did not fuppofe they would 
return, but imagine^ that Fear had made them 
fly r However, having refrefhed themfclves with 
great Diligence, and returning on Bard their Gal- 
lies, they attack'd the j4thcnia7is a fecond Time, 
who were then far from expecting them. Here- 
upon the latter, being now forced to return im- 
mediately on Board their Ships, entered them in 
great Dilorder, fo that they had not Time to draw 
them up in a Line of Battle, and molt of the Sai- 
lors were fafting. Victory did not long continue 
in Sufpence : The Athenians^ after making a fhort 
and flight Refinance, retired behind their Line of 
Tranfport-Shipv. The Knemy purfued them thi- 
ther, and were ftopt by the Sail-Yards of thofe 



Ships, to which were ftx'd Dolphins of Loud, w hi« 
being very heavy, had they fallen on the Kncrm 
Gallies, would have funk them at once. The s. 
thenians loft feven Gallies in this Engagement, ;v 1 
a great Number of Soldiers were either killed cr 
taken Prifoners. 

This Lofs threw Nicias into theutmoft Conftcr- 
nation. All the Misfortunes he had met with, 
ever fince the Time he had firft: enjoy *d the fu- 
preme Command, came into his Mind ; and he 
was then involved in greater than any of them, by 
his complying with the Advice of his Collegucs. 
Whilft he was thus ruminating on thefe melan- 
choly Thoughts, the Fleet of Dcmojlhe?ies was feen 
opportunely coming forward, in great Pomp, and 
wich fuch an Air as was enough to have filled the 
Enemy with Dread ; It was novv the Day after the 
Battle. This Fleet confifted of feventy-three Gal- 
lies, on Board of which were five thoufand fight- 
ing Men, and abount three thoufand Archers and 
Slingers. All thefe Gallics were richly trimmed ,- 
their Heads being adorned with fhining Screamers, 
manned with ftout Rowers, commanded by good 
Officers, and echoing with the Sound of Clarions 
and Trumpets ; Dcmojlhenes having afFecTed an 
Air of Pomp and Triumph, on Purpofe to ftrike a 
Terror into the Enemy- 

ln EfFedl, this gallant Sight did alarm them be- 
yond Expreffion : They did not fee any Knd, or 
even the leaft Sufpenfion of their Calamities ; all 
they had hitherto done or fuffer'd was as nothing, 
and their Work was to begin again. What Hopes 
could they entertain, of being able to weary our 
the Patience of the Athenians* fince, though they 
had a Camp intrench'd in the Middle of Attica, 
they yet were able to fend a fecond Army into 
Sicily, as confiderable as the former 5 and that their 
Power as well as their Courage ; fcem'd, not with- 
ftanding the mighty LoiTes they had fuftain'd, in- 
ftead of diminifhing, to increafc daily ? 

Demofthenesy having made an exacl: Enquiry in- 
to the State of Things, imagined that it would 
not be proper for him to lofe Time as Nicias had 
donej who, having fprcad an univerfal Terror at 
his firft Arrival, became afterwards the Objeft of 
Contempt, for his having wintered in Catana, in- 
ftead of going direftly to Syracufe ; and had after- 
wards given Gylippus an Opportunity of throwing 
Troops into it. He flatter'd himlelf with the 
Hopes, that he fhould be able to reduce the City 
at che firft Attack, by taking Advantage of the 
Alarm, which the News of his Arrival would 
fpread, in every Part of it ; and, by that Means, 
fhould immediately put an End to the War : Other- 
wife, he intended to raife the Siege, and no longer 
harrafs and lcflen the Troops, by fighting Battles 
which were ever undecifive; nor quite cxhauft the 
City of -Athens* by employing its Trcafures in 
needlefs Expenccs. 

Nicias, frighted at this bold and precipitate Re- 
folution of iJemo/thcncsi conjured him not to he 
fo hafty, but to take Time to weigh Things de- 
liberately, that he might have no Caufc to repent 
of what he had done. He obferved to him, that 
the Enemy would be ruined by Delays i that their 
Provifions, as well as Monev, was quite confunVd; 
that their Allies were going to abandon them ; 
that they mnft foon be reduced tofnch Extremity* 
for Want of Provifions', as would force them r<> 

furrender, as they had before rcfolvtfd For chore 

were 
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certain Pcrfons in Syracrtfe, who carried on a 
ir ret Corrcfpondence with Aicias y and exhorted 
him not to be impatient; bccaufe the Syracufans 
s \ cie tired both with the War, and with Gylippus \ 
,nd that fliould the NeccfTity, to which they were 
reduced, be ever fo little increafed, they would 
then furrender at Difcretion. 

As Nicias did not explain himfelf clearly, and 
would not declare in exprefs Terms, that fure and 
certain Advices were fent him of whatever was 
tranfa&ed in the City, his Rcmonftrances were 
confidered as an EfFecT: of the Fear and Dilatori- 
nefs with which he had always been reproached. 
tK Such, faid they, are his ufual Delays, and Dif- 
« truft, whereby he has difcouraged all the Men, 
<« and damp'd all the Fire of the Army, by not 
marching them immediately againft the Ene- 
my ; but, on the Contrary, by deferring to at- 
tack them, till his own Forces were weaken'd 
and defpifed. '* This made the reft of the Ge- 
nerals, and all the Officers, come over to the Opi- 
nion of Demq/lhenesy and Nicias himfelf was at laft 
forced to acquiefce therewith. 

Hereupon, Demojihcnesy after having attack'd, 
to no Purpofe, the Wall which cut the Counter- 
vallation of the Befiegers, confined himfelf to the 
Attack of Epipola', from a Suppofition, that fliould 
he once be Matter of it, the Wall would be left 
quite undefended. He therefore took Provifions 
for five Days, with Workmen, Implements, and 
every Thing neceflary for him to defend thatPoft, 
after he fhould be pofTeffed of it. As there was 
no going up to it in the Day-time undiicover'd, 
he march'd thither in the Night, with all his 
Forces, together with Eurymedon and Menander ; 
Nicias ftaymg behind to guard the Camp. They 
went up by the Way of Euryelus, as before, un- 
perceived by the Centinels ; they attacked the firft 
Intrenchmcnt, and ftorm'd it, after killing Part of 
thofe who defended it. Demofthenes, however, not 

fatistied with this Advantage, to prevent the Ar- 
dour of his Soldiers from cooling, and not delay 
the Execution of his Defign, march'd forward. 

During this Interval, the Forces of the City, 
fuftain'd by Gyfippus, march, under Arms, out 
of the Intrcnchments : Being feifced with Aftonifli- 
ment, which the Darknefs of the Night increafed, 
they were immediately repulfed, and put toFlight. 
But, as the Athenians advanced in Diforder, to 
force whatever might refill: their Arms, for Fear 
lelt the Enemy might rally again, fhould Time 
be allow'd them to breathe, ana recover from their 
Surprize j they are ftopt at once by the Bceotians, 
who make a vigorous Stand, and marching againft 
them with their Pikes downward, they rcpulfe 
them, with, great Shouts, and make a dreadful 
Slaughter. This ftrikes an univerfal Terror into 
the reft of the Athenians : Thofe who fled, either 
force along fuch as were advancing to their Afli fr- 
anco ; or elfe, miltaking them for Enemies, turn 
their Arms againft them. They now were all 
mixed indifcriminately, it Leing impoflible to dif- 
eern Objects in the Horrors of a Night, which 
was not fo gloomy as to take away the Sight of 
them, nor yet light enough to diitinguifh thofe 
which were feen. The Athenians fought for one 
another to no Purpofe ; and from their often ask- 
ing the Word, by which Method only, they were 
able to find out one another, a ilrange Confufion 
°f Sounds was heard, which occalioned no little 
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Trouble ; not tcmention that, by this ft'" can*, they 
di vulged the Word to the Enemy, and could not 
learn theirs; bccaufe by their being together, and 
in a Body, they had no Occafion to repeat it. In 
the mean Time, thofe who were purfucd. preci- 
pitated themfelves from the Top of Rocks, and 
many were dafhed to Pieces by the Fall ; and as 
moft of thofe who efcaped, ftraggled from one 
another, up and down the Fields and Woods, they 
were cut to Pieces the next Day, by the Enemy's 
Horfe, who purfued them. Two thoufand jit he- 
nians were flain in this Engagement, and a great 
Number of Arms were taken ; thofe who fled ha- 
ving thrown them away, that they might be the 
better able to efcape over the Precipices. 

The Athenian Generals, afcer fuftaining fo great 
a L,ofs, were in a prodigious Dilemma : The 
Soldiers were now in a defpairing Condition, and 
died daily; either by the Difeafes that reign'd in 
Autumn, or by the bad Air of the Fens, near which 
they were encamped. Dcmqflhenes was of Opi- 
nion, that it would be proper for them to leave 
the Country immediately, fince they had been 
unfuccefsful in fo important an Enterprize ; efpe- 
cially as the Seafon was not too far advanced for 
failing ; and that they had Ships enough to force 
a Paffage, in cafe the Enemy fhould difpu'.c it 
with them. He declared, that it would be of 
much greater Advantage to oblige the Enemy to 
raife their Blockade of At kens t ihan for them to 
continue that of Syracufe, by which they cxhauft- 
ed themfelves to no Purpofe ; that he was certain, 
a frelh Army would not be fent them ; and that 
they could not hope to overcome the Enemy, with 
the feeble Remains under their Command. 

Nicias was fenfible, that the Arguments his 
Collegue had made ufe of were very juft, and he 
himfelf was of his Opinion ; but at the fame Time 
he was afraid, left fo publick a Confeflion of the 
weak Condition to which they were reduced, and 
their Refolution to leave Sicily, (the Report of 
which would certp.inly reach the Enemy) fliould 
compleat the Ruin of their Affairs r and perhaps, 
make them unable to execute their Refolution, 
when they fhould go about it. Be (ides, he had 
fome little Hopes left, that the Befieged, being 
themfelves reduced to great Extremity, by their 
abfolutcWant of Provifions and Money, would, at 
laft, be inclin'd to furrender upon honourable 
Terms. Thus, although he was in Reality un- 
certain and wavering, hu yet fhew'd by Ins Ex- 
preflions, that he did not care to quit Sicify s till 
the Athenians fhould have fir It fent Orders for that 
Purpofe; and that otherwife, they would be highly 
difpleafed : That, as thole who were to judge 
them, had not been Eyc-witncfles to the Staff of 
Things, they would be of a different Opinion 5 
and then, at the Inftigation of fome Orator, would 
certainly condemn them : That, moil: of thole 
Men wno now oxclainVd, with the great eft Ve- 
hemence, againft the Difficulties they laboured 
under, would then change their Note, and aveufe 
them of having been brih'd to raife the Siege : 
That, knowing fo well as he did, the Difpoiition 
and Cha rafter of the Athenians, he ehoie to die 
^lorioully by the KncmyV bword, rather than be 
ignommiouily condemn'd by his Fellow •Citi/.-;ns. 

Thefe Reafous, though they appeared very 
ftrong, were yet not able to convince Ut mtjthine* ; 
and it was Hill his Opinion, that the only W ay left 
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them to fecure themfelves, would be to leave the 
Country. However, as he had been uuluccelsiul 
in his former Ad vice, he was afraid of iniilting 
upon this ; and he yielded the fooner to the Coun- 
cil of A 7 /cias 9 becaufe he imagined, aj did alfo 
many others, that this General might have fome 
fecret Way to retrieve All, iince he was fo firmly 

refolved to ftay. 

In the mean while, Gylippus, after having gone 
round Sicily, had brought a great Body of Troops 
with him. This new Reinforcement terrified the 
Athenians exceedingly, whofe Army diminished 
daily by Sicknefs ; and they now began to repent 
their not having raifed the Siege; efpecially as 
the Belieged were preparing to attack them, both 
by Sea and Land : Be fides, Nicias no longer op- 
pofed this Resolution, and only defired to have 
it kept fecret. Orders were, therefore, given, as 
privately as pollible, for the Fleet to prepare for 
jetting Sail, with the utmoft Expedition. 

When all Things were ready, the Moment they 
were going to fet bail, (wholly unfufpecled by the 
Enemy, who were far from furmizing they would 
leave Sicily fo foon) the Moon wasfuddenly eclip- 
fed in the Middle of the Night, and loft all its 
Splendor; which terrified Aicias and the whole 
Army, who, from Ignorance and Superftition, 
were aironifh'd at fo fudden a Change, the Caufes 
of which they did not know, and therefore dread- 
ed the Conlequonces. They then confulted the 
Soochfayers: and thefe being equally unacquainted 
with the Rcafons of this Phenomenon, only ferved 
to increafe the Dread. It was the Cuftom among 
thefe Heathens, after fuch Accidents had happen'd, 
to fufpend their Enterprizes but for three Days. 
The Jroothfayers pronounced, that he muft not fet 
Sail till three Times nine Days were paft, (thefe 
are the Words of Thucydides) which doubtlefs was 
a myfterious N'umber in the Opinion of the Peo- 
ple. JVicias, ferupulous to a Fault, and full of a 
miftaken Veneration, for thefe blind Interpreters 
of the Will of the Gods, declared, that he would 
wait a whole Revolution of the Moon, and not 
return till the fame Day of the next Month; as 
though he had not feen the Planet very clearly, 
the iT.irant it had emerged from that Part, which 
v.nsdarken'd by the Interpofition of the Earth's 
Bod y. 

But he was not allow'd Time for this : The 
News of the intended Departure of the Athenians 
beii.g foon fpread over the City, a Rcfolution was 
taken to attack the Bcfiegers both by Sea and Land. 
The Syracufans began the firft Day by attacking 
the Intn nchments, and gained a flight Advantage 
over the Enemy: On the Morrow they made a 
fecoiid Attack ; and, at the fame Time, failed 
with fever»ty-(ix Gallics, againft eighty-fix of the 
Athenians. Euiymcdon, who commanded the Right 
of the Athenian Fleet, having fpread along the 
Shore to furroui.d them, this Movement proved 
fatal to him: For, as he was detach'd from the 
Body of the Fleet, the Syracufans % after forcing 
rhe main Battle which was in the Centre, attacked 
him, drove him vigorously into the Gulf called 
Jjajt ou, and there defeated him entirely. Eury- 
met fan Jolt hi » Life in the lingagemenc. They af- 
rerw.rds gave Chafe to the re/t of the Gallies, and 
ran f hem afhorc. 

In the mean while Gy lij yus, who commanded 
the Land-Army, feeing the -Athenian Gallics were 
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forced a- Ground, and not able to return into 
Batrier ; l:\ndcd with Part of his Troops, in orciet 
to charge the Soldiers, in cafe they fhould be 
fo;*_ed to run afhore ; and to give his Friends the 
more Room to tow fuch Gallies as they fhould 
take. However, he was repulfed by the Tyrrhcni y 
who kept Guard on that Side ; and obliged by the 
Athenians, who flew to fuftain them, to retire 
with fome Lpfs, as far as the Moor called Lyft- 
mclia, which lay near it. The latter faved moft 
of their Ships, eighteen excepted, which were 
taken by the Syracufa?is, and their Crews cut in 
Pieces. After this, reforving to burn the reft, they 
rilled an old Veffel with combuftible Materials ; 
and having fet Fire to it, they drove it, by the 
Help of the Wind, again ft the Athenians who, 
nevertheJefs, extinguiih'd the Fire, and drove off 
that Ship. 

Each Side ere£led Trophies j the Syracufans for 
the Defeat of Eurymedon, and the Advantage they 
had gained the Day before: And the -Athenians^ 
for their having drove Part of the Enemy into the 
Moor, and put the other Part to Flight. But the 
Minds of the two Nations were very differently 
difpofed : The Syracufans, who had been thrown 
into the utmoft Confternation, at the Arrival of 
Demojlhcncs with his Fleet, feeing themfelves vic- 
torious in a naval Engagement, refumed frefh 
Hope, and were perfuaded they ftiould gain a corn- 
pleat Victory over their Enemies : Whereas the 
Athenians , on the contrary, fruftratedof their only 
Refuge, and overcome by Sea, fo contrary to their 
Expectations, quite loft their Courage, and only 
thought of retiring. 

The Enemy, to prevent their efcapinfh, fhut 
the Mouth of the great Harbour, which was a- 
bout five hundred Paces wide, with Gallies placed 
crofs-wife, and other Veflels, fixed with Anchors 
and Iron-Chains ; and at the fame Time made the 
requifite Preparations for the Battle, in Cafe they 
ftiould have the Courage to engage again. When 
the Athenians faw themfelves thus hemmed in, 
the Generals and principal Officers aflcmblcd, in 
order to deliberate on the prefent State of Affairs, 
They were inabfolute Want of Provifions, which 
was owing to their having forbid the People of 
Cat ana to bring any, from the Hopes they enter- 
tained of their being able to retire ; and they 
could not procure any from any other Places, un- 
lefs.they were Mafters of the Sea. This made 
them refblve to venture a Sea-Fight. In this View, 
they were determined to leave their old Camp, 
and their Walls, which extended to the Temple 
of Hercules', and to intrench themfelves on the 
Shore, near their Ships, in the fmallcft Compafs 
pofTible. Their Defign was, to leave fome Forces 
in that Place to guard their Baggage and the Sick ; 
and to fight with the reft on Board all the Ships 
they could fave. Their Intention was to retire to 
Catanay in Cafe they fhould be victorious ; other- 
wife, to fet Fire to their Ships, and to march by 
Land to the neareft City belonging to their Allies. 

This Rcfolution being taken, Nicias imme- 
diately filJYl an hundred and ten Gallies (the o- 
thers having Joft their Oars) with the Flower ol 
his Infantry ; and drew up the reft of the Forces* 
particularly the Archers, in Order of Battle, on 
the Shore. At .the fame Time, as the Athenians 
dreaded very much, the Beaks of the SyracuJM 

Gallies, he had provided Harping- 1 ions to grappa 

with 
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,ch them, in order to break the Force of theBlow, 
d co come immediately Co dole Fight, as on 
onore. But, che Enemy perceiving this, cover'd 
che Prows, and Upper- Parts of their Gallics, wich 
Leather, Co prevent being eafily laid hold on. 
The Commanders, on both bides, had employed 
all their Rhetorick, to animate their Men ; and 
none could ever have been prompted from ftronger 
Motives; for, the Battle, which was going to be 
fought, was to determine, not only their Lives 
and Liberties, but alio the Fate of their Coun- 
try. 

The Battle was very obftmate, and bloody. The 
Athenians, being arriv'd at the Mouth of the Port, 
eafily took thole Ships, which defended the En- 
trance; but, when they attempted to break the 
Chain of the Reft, to widen the«Paflage, the E- 
nemy came up from all Quarters. As near two hun- 
dred Gallies came ruffling, on each Side, in a 
narrow Place, there muft, neceflarily, be a very- 
great Confufion ; and the Veflels could not eafily 
advance forward, or retire, nor turn about to re- 
new the Attack. The Beaks of the Gallies, for 
this Reafon, did very little Execution ; but, there 
were very furious, and frequent Di fcharges of mif- 
five Weapons. The Athenia?is were overpower'd 
with a Shower of Stones, which always do Execu- 
tion, from what Place foever they are thrown \ 
whereas, they defended themfelves only by (hoot- 
ing Darts and Arrows, which, by the Motion of 
che Ships, tofs'd about by the Sea, did not carry 
true ; and, by that Means, moft of them did little 
Execution. 

Thefe Di fcharges being over, the Soldiers, hea- 
vily arm'd, attempted to enter the Enemy's Ships, 
in order to fight Hand to Hand: And it often 
happen'd, that, whiHfc they were climbing up one 
Side, theirs were entred at the other; and two or 
three Ships would be grappled to one, which oc- 
cafion'd a great Perplexity and Confufion. Befides, 
the Noife of the Ships, that bulg'd one againft 
anorhcr, the different Cries of the Victors and Van- 
quilh'd, prevented the Orders of the Officers from 
being heard. The Athenians wanted to force a 
Paflagc, whatever might be the Confequence, to 
Arcurc their Return into their own Country ; and 
this the Enemy employed their utmoft Efforts to 
prevent, that they might gain a more compleat, 
and glorious Victory. 

The two Land-Armies, which were drawn up 
on the highclt Part of the Shore, and the Inhabi- 
tants of the City, who were got upon the Walls ; 
whilf t the Reft, kneeling in the Temples, were 
imploring Heaven, to give Succefs to their Citi- 
zens; all thofe faw clearly whatever pafs'd, be- 
caule of their fmali Di it Artec from the Fleets; and 
contemplated the Battle, as from an Amphitheatre, 
°"t not without Dread. Attentive to, and ihud- 
ilering ac every Motion, and the feveral Changes 
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which happen'd ; they difcovcr'd the Entered they 
took in the Battle; their Fears, or Hopes; their 
kricf, or Joy; by different Cries, and G eft u res ; 
"retching forth their Hands, fometimea towards 
J£u Combatants, to animate them ; and at other 
limes towards Heaven, to implore the Alliltance 
«»d Protection of the Gods. 

'»t lalt, the Athenian Fleer, after fuflaining a 
° n K Combat, and making a brave Refinance, uas 
Put to Flight, and driven aihore. The Syracuj'ans, 
vho were Spectators of this Victory, acquainted 



the whole City, by an univcrfal Shout, wich the 
News of this Victory. The Victors, now Maflers 
of the Sea, and failing with a favourable Wind 
towards Syracufe, erected a Trophy 5 whilft the 
Atheniansy who were dejected, and overpower'd, 
did not fo much as attempt to rcqueft, that the 
dead Bodies of their Soldiers might be deliver'd 
them, in order to pay the lalt fad Duty to their 
Remains. 

They had now but t \ o Ways lefc to choofe ; 
either to attempt the PafTage a fecond Time, for 
which they had Ships, and Soldiers fufiicient ; or 5 
to abandon their Fleet to the Enemy, and retire 
by Land. Demqfthenes propos'd the former ; but 
the Sailors, in the deepeft Affliction, refus'd to 
obey 5 fully perfuaded, it would be impoflible for 
them to fuftain a fecond Engagement. The fe- 
cond Method was, therefore, relolv'd upon; and, 
accordingly, they prepar'd to fet out in the 
Night, to conceal the March of their Army from 
the Enemy. 

But Hermocratesy who fufpcclcd their Defign, 
was very fenfible it was of the utmoft Importance, 
not to fuller fo great a Body of Forces to efcape; 
fince they otherwife might fortify themfelves in 
fome Corner of the Ifland, and there begin a new 
War. The Syracufans were, at that Time, in the 
Midft of their Feftivity and Rejoicings ; and me- 
ditating nothing, but how they might belt divert 
themfelves, after the Toils they had fuftain'd in 
Fight. It was the Feftival of Hercules, which 
they were then folemnizing. To defire the Syra- 
cufans to take up Arms again, in order to purfue 
the Enemy; and to attempt to draw them from 
their Diverlions, either by Force, or Pcrfuafion, 
would have been to no Purpofe ; for which Rea- 
fon, another Expedient was made Ufe of. Her- 
mocrates fent a few Horfemen, who were to pafs 
for Friends of the Athenians, and ordered them to 
cry aloud: Bi d Nicias not retire till Day-Light •> 
for^ the Syracufans lie in Ambufo for him y and have 
feized on all the Pajfes. This talfe Advice Itopp'd 
JS'icias at once; and he did not even fet out the 
next Day, in order that the Soldiers might have 
more Time to prepare for their Departure ; and 
carry off whatever might be ncccuary for their 
Subiiftence, leaving the Reft behind for the E- 
nemy. 

The Enemy had Time fufficicnt for feizing up- 
on the Avenues. The next Morning early, they 
poflefs'd themfelves of the molt dilEcult Pa lies, 
fortify 'd thofe Places, where the Rivers were ford- 
able, broke down the Bridges, and fpread Detach- 
ments of Horfe up and down the Plain ; fo that 
there was not one Pafs, through which the Athe- 
nians could get away without fighting. They fet 
out upon their March* the third I Jay after the 
Battle, with the Defign of retiring to Ca tan* /.The 
whole Army were in an inexprellible Conitcnia- 
tion, to fee fuch great Numbers ot Men, either 
dead, or dying; fome of whom were left exposM 
to wild Beafts, and the Re It to the* Cruelty of the 
Enemy. Thofe, who were hick and wounded, con- 
jur'd them, with Tears, to take the in along with 
the Army; and held by their Cloaths, when they 
were going; or elfe, dragging themfeves alter 
them, follow'd as far as their Strength would per- 
mit ; and, when this faiTd, they had RecourJe to 
Tears, Sighs, Imprecations : And lending up to- 
wards Heaven plaintive and dying Groans, they 

call'd 
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called upon the Gods, as well :is Men, to revenge 
the Cruelty they met wich, and every Place eccho'd 
with Lamentations. 

In Effect, all were in a deplorable State : Every 
Man was feizM with the deepeft Melancholy. 
They a ere inwardly tortui'd v,\ ith Spite and Rage, 
when tiny represented to themfelves, the Greatnefs 
from which they were fallen ; the extream Mifery 
to which they were redue'd ; and the ftill greater 
Evils, from which, they tore fa w, it would be im- 
poflible for them to efcape. They could not bear 
the Comparifon, which their Thoughts were ever 
reprelenting to them, of the triumphant State in 
which they had left -<4tkcns> in the Midft of the 
good Wifnes, and Acclamations of the People ; 
and the Ignominy of their Retreat, aggravated by 
the Cries^ and Imprecations of their Relations, 
and Fellow-Citizens. 

But, the moft melancholy Part of the Spectacle, 
and that which moft deferv'd Compaflion, was Ni- 
cias. Dejetted, and worn out by a tedious Illnefs ; 
depriv'd of the moft neceflary Things, at a Time 
when his Age and Infirmities requir'dthem moft; 
piere'd, not only with his particular Grief, but 
with that of others ; all which he bore in his 
own Mind ; this Great Man, fuperior to all his 
own Afflictions, thought of nothing but how he 
might beft comfort his Soldiers, and rouze their 
Courage. He ran up and down in all Places, cry- 
ing aloud, that Matters were not yet defperate, 
and, that other Armies had efcap'd from greater 
Dangeis ; that they ought not to accufe them- 
felves, or grieve too immoderately, for Misfor- 
tune;, which they had not occafion'd ; that, if 
they had offended fome God, his Vengeance muft 
be laciated by this Time ; that Fortune, after ha- 
ving fo long favour'd the Enemy, would, at laft, 
be tir'd of perfecuting them ; that their Bravery, 
and their Numbers, liill made them formidable, 
(they being then near forty Thoufand ftrong) 
that no City in Sicily would be able to withftand 
them, nor prevent their fettling wherever they 
might think proper; that they had no more to 
do, but to take Care, feverally, of themfelves, 
and march in good Order ; that, by a prudent, 
and couragious Retreat, w hich was now become 
their only Refuge, they would not only fave them- 
felves, but alfo their Country, and enable it to 
recover its former Grandeur. 

The Army th&n march'd in two Bodies, both 
draw n up in the Form of a Phalanx ; the firft be- 
ing commanded by Nicias, and the fecond by 
Demojihaus, with the Baggage in the Centre. Be- 
ing come to the River sJnapis, they fore'd the 
Palfage ; and afterwards were charg'a by all the 
Enemy's Cavalry, as well as the Archers, who 
made continual Difcharges of Arrows upon them. 
They were annoy VI in this Manner, during feve- 
ral .Days March ; every one of the PafTcs being 
guarded, and the Athenians oblig'd to fight every 
Inch of their Way. The Enemy, however, very 
prudently took Care, not to hazard a Battle a- 
gainft an Arm)', which Defpair alone might ren- 
der invincible; and, the Jnftant the Athenians pre- 
sented the Syracufans Battle, the latter retir'd ; out, 
whenever the former would have proceeded on 
their March, they advane'd, and fell upon them 
in their Retreat. 

Hereupon, iJcmoJlhrnes and Nicias, feeing the 
miierablo Condition to which the Troops were 



redue'd, being in extream Want of Provi^ons, ar 
great N umbers of them wounded, jndg'd it ad 
J able to retire towards the Sea, by a contrary Way 
from that in which they were then going ; and 
to march dire&ly towards Camarina and Gela, in- 
ffead of proceeding to Catana, as they firft in- 
tended. Accordingly, they fet out in the Night, 
having firft kindled leveral Fires, to conceal their 
Re treat j which was made in great Confufion and 
Diforder, as generally happens to great Armies in 
the gloomy Horrors of the Night, efpecially when 
the Enemy is not far off. 

However, the Van guard, commanded by Nicias ; 
advane'd in good Order; but, above half the 
Rear-Guard, with Demoflhenes at their Head, drew 
off from the main Body, and loft theirWay. Next 
Day, the Sjracufans, who, on the Report of their 
Retreat, had march'd with the utmoft Diligence, 
came up with him about Noon ; and, having fur- 
rounded him with their Horfe, drove him into a 
narrow Place, inclos'd with a Wall, where his Sol- 
diers fought like Lions. At the Clofe of Day, the 
Sjracufans perceiving that the Enemy were op- 
prefs'd withWearinels, and cover'd with Wounds, 
they gave the Sicilians Leave to retire, which fome 
of them accepted ; and they afterwards fpai 'd the 
Lives of the reft, who furrendred at Difcretion 
with Demoflhenes, after having ftipulated , that 
they fhould not be put to Death, nor fentene'd 
to perpetual Imprifonment : Upon which Con- 
ditions, about fix thoufand Soldiers laid down their 
Arms. 

Nicias arriv'd the fame Evening at the River 
Erineus ; and croffing it, incamp'd on a Moun- 
tain, where the Enemy came up with him the 
next Day; and fummon'd him to furrender at Dif- 
cretion, as well as Dcmofthcnes : But Nicias could 
not be brought to believe that it was true; how- 
ever, he defir'd Leave to fend fome Troopers for 
his Satisfaction : Who bringing him Word, it was 
too true, he ofFcr'd to pay the Expences of the 
War, upon Condition, that they would permit 
him to leave the Country with his Forces; and to 
give as many Athenians for Hoftages, as they 
Ihould be oblig'd to pay Talents. But the Enemy 
rejected this Propofal with Difdain and InfoJence, 
and renew'd the Onfet. Hereupon, Nicias, though 
in abfolute Want of all Things, fuftain'd the At- 
tack the whole Night, after which he march'd 
towards the River /IJinarus. When they were 
got to the Banks of it, the S^racufans advancing 
up to them, threw moft of them into the Stream; 
the reft having already plung'd voluntarily into 
it, to quench their Thirft. 

Here the grcateft, and moft bloody Havocfc 
was made; the poor Wretches being butchcr'd, 
without the leaft Pity, as they were drinking ' 
And Nicias, finding all loft, and unable to bear 
this difmal Spectacle, furrendred at Difcretion; 
upon Condition, that Gylippus ftiould difcontinuc 
the Fight, and fpare the reft of his Army. -A 
great Number were kill'd, and more taken Pn- 
toners, fo that all Sicily was fill'd with them. 
The Athenians feem'd to have been difpleau 7 d with 
their General, for furrendring in this Manner a< 
Difcretion; and, for this Reafon, his Name 
omitted in a publick Monument, on which vvcu' 
engraven the Names of thofe Commander,/, wh l> 
had loft their Lives, in fighting for their Coun- 
try, 
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The Vidors embcllifh'd, with che Arms taken 
hom the Prisoners, the fineft and largeft Trees 



It 



3°5 

How will you fufFer your Glory to be thus ful- 
« ly'd in the Face of the whole World ; and have 

chey could find on the Banks of the Rivers, and « j c faid, that a Nation, who firft dedicated a 
made a Kind of Trophies of thofe Trees ; when « Temple in their City to Clemency, had not found 
crowning thcmfelves with Chaplets of Flowers, « any in yours? Surely, Viclorics and Triumphs 

dreifing their Horfes in the rich eft Caparifons, and " ' ' 

cropping thofe of their Enemies j they entred tri- 
umphantly into Syracufe, after having ended au- 
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<c do not give immortal Glory to a City ; but ex- 
ercifing Mercy towards a vanquifh'd Enemy, 
ufing Moderation in the greateil Profperity, 
and fearing to anger the Gods, by an haughty 
and infolent Pride ? You, doubtleis, cannot for- 
get, that this Nicias, whofe Fate you are go- 
ing to pronounce, was the very Man, who 
pleaded your Caufc in the Aflembly of the A- 
thenians j and employ'd all his Credit, and the 
whole Power of his Eloquence, to difluade his 
Countrymen from embarking in this War. 
Should you, therefore, pronounce Sentence of 
Death on this worthy General 5 would it be a 
juft Reward, for the Zeal he fliow'd for your 
f ntereft ? With Regard to Myfelf, Death would 
be lefs grievous to me, than the Sight of fo 
horrid an Injuftice, committed by my Country- 
<c men and Fellow-Citizens." 

The People feem'd mov'd to Companion at this 
Speech; efpecially, as they had expected, when 
this venerable old Man firft went up into the Rof- 
tra> to hear him cry aloud for Vengeance on thofe 
who had brought all his Calamities upon him, 
inftead of fuing for their Pardon. But, the Ene- 
mies of the Athenians y having expatiated with Ve- 
hemence, on the unheard-of Cruelties, which their 
Republick had exercis'd on feveral Cities belong- 
ing to their Enemies, and even to their ancient 
Sillies ; the Inveteracy, which their Commanded 
had mown againft Syracufe, and the Evils they 
would have made it fufFer, had they been victori- 
ous 5 the -Afflictions and Groans or a numberlefs 
Multitude of Syracufans, who bewaiPd the Death 
of their Children, and near Kindred, whofe Manes 
could be appeas'd no other Way, than by the 
Blood of their Murderers : On thefe Reprefenta- 
tions, we fay, the People return'd to their fan- 
guinary Reiolution, and follow'd the Advice of 
Dioc/es, in every Refpect. Gylippus us'd his ut- 
moft Endeavours, but in vain, Co have Nicias and 
Demojlhcnes given up to him (efpecially as he had 
taken them) in order for him to carry them to 
Sparta. But his Demand was rejected with an 
haughty Scorn, and the two Generals were put to 
Death. 

All wife and companionate Men, could not for- 
bear fhedding Tears, for the tragical Death of two 
fuch illuitrious Pcrfonages ; and particularly, for 
Nicias, who, of all Men of his Time, feemVl Icall 
to merit fo ignominious, and untimely an End. 
When Men recollected the Words he had fpoken, 
and the Remonltrances he had made, to prevent 
this War j and, on the other Side, when they con- 

u tU c r . j 1 . „v " fider'd how high a Regard he had ever (hown to 

- ul?. " ^1"* l y* c * ] *™& War againft us; all Things relating to Religion ; the greateil Part 

"of them were tempted to exclaim againtt Provi- 
dence, in feeing, that a Man, who haci ever fliown 
the higheft Reverence for the Gods; and had al- 
ways exerted himfclf to the utmoit, to increafe 
their Honour and Worihip, fhould be fo ill-re- 
warded by them, and meet with no better Fate 
" k*..: • * . r y— j™ -«r™—' > than the moil abandoned Wretches. But, it is no 

«. avm « violated the Law of Nations, and dif- Wonder, that the Calamities of eood Men mould 
Honour d our Victory, by au unheard-of Cruelty? infpirc the Heathens with fuch Thoughts, and 
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fpicioufly the molt confiderable War, in which 
they had ever been engag'd with the Greeks ; and 
won, by their Strength and Valour, a molt fignal 
and moft compleat Victory. 

Next Day, a Council being held, to deliberate 
on what was to be done with the Pi ifoners, Di- 
odes, one of the Leaders of greareft Authority 
among the People, proposed as follows : That all 
the Athenians, who were born of free Parents, and 
ail fuch Sicilians as had join'd with them, fhould 
be imptifon'd in the Stone- Quarries; whete only 
two Meafures of Flower, and one of Water, fhould 
be given them daily ; that the Slaves, and all the 
Allies Ihould be publickly fold; and that the two 
Athenian Generals fliould be firft fcourg'd with 
Rods, and aftei wards put to Death. 

This laft Article fhock'd, in a prodigious De- 
gree, all wife and compaflionate Syracufans. Her- 
mocrates, who was very famous for his Probity 
and Juitice, attempted to make fome Remon- 
ftrances to the People; but they would not 
hear him ; and the Shouts which eccho'd from all 
Sides, prevented him from continuing his Speech. 
Heieupon, Nicolaus, an ancien Man, venerable 
for his gieat Age and Gravity, who, in this War, 
had loft two Sons, the only Heirs to his Name 
and Eftate, made his Servants carry him to the 
Roftra ; if we may be allow'd that Term. The 
Initant he appear'd a profound Silence was made. 
" You here behold ( lays he) an unfortunate Fa- 
** ther, who has felt more than any other Syra- 
" tufan, the fatal Effects of this War, by the Death 
" of two Sons, who form'd all the Confolation, 
and were the only Supports of his Old-Age. I 
cannot, indeed, forbear admiring their Courage 
** and Felicity, in facrificing, to the Welfare of 
•* their Country, a Life, ot which they would, 
f< one Day, have been depriv'd by the common 
Courfe of Nature : But then I cannot but be 
€( ftrongly affected with the cruel Wound, which 
** their Death has made in my Heart ; nor forbear 
ff hating and detefting the Athenians, who firft 
lighted up this unhappy War, as the Murderers 
u of my Children. Neverthelefs, 1 cannot con- 
,f ceal one Circumftance, which is, that I am lefs 
* fenfible of my private Affliction, than of the 
" Honour of my Country : And f fee it cxpos'd 
|* to eternal Infamy, by the barbarous Advice 
which is now given you. The At bent an r, in- 
| f deed, merit the worft Treatment, and every 
Kind of Puni/hment that can be inflicled on 
" f/ em » ^ or f° unjuiUy declaring War againft us ; 
'* out, have not the Gods, the juft Avengers of 
" Crimes, punifliM them, and reveng'd us fuffici- 
f | cntly? When their Generals laid down their 
u Arms, and furrendred, did they not do this, 

u A P ° n ? P rom ^ c °f havinc their Lives fparU? 
t And, if we put them to Death, will it be pof- 
tt Jiblc for un to avoid the juft Reproach, of our 
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make them murmur and defpond j fince they did 
not know the Holinefs of the Divine Being, nor 
the Corruption of human Nature. 

The Pri loners then were Ihut up in the Stonc- 
Quarrics; where, crowding one upon the other, 
they fuffer'd incrcdibleTorments for eight Months : 
They were, for ever, expos'd to the Inclemencies 
of the Weather ; fcorch'd, in the Day -Time, by 
the burning Rays of the Sun , or frozen, in the 
Night, by the Colds of Autumn 5 poifon'd by the 
Stench of their own Excrements, by the CarkafTes 
of thofe who dy'd of their Wounds, and of Sick- 
nefs : In fhort, worn out by Hunger andTbirir; 
for, their daily Allowance to each was but a fmall 
Mcafure of Water* and two of Meal. Thofe who 
were taken out of thofe Quarries two Months af- 
ter, in order to be fold as Slaves (many whereof 
were Citizens, who had difguis'd their Condition) 
found a lefs rigorous Fate. Their Wifdom, Pati- 
ence, and a certain Air of Probity and Modefty, 
were of great Advantage to them ; for, they were 
foon reitor'd to their Liberty, or met with the 
moil: handfome and generous Treatment from their 
Mailers. Several of them ow'd the kind Ufage 
they were indulg'J with, to Euripides, the flnefr. 
Scenes of whofe Tragedies they had repeated to 
the Sicilians, who were extrcamly fond of themj 
Jo that, being return'd to their own Country, they 
went, and faluted that Poet, as their Deliverer - y 
and informed him of the admirable Effects wrought 
in their Favour, by his Verfes. 

The Advice of this Defeat being carry 'd to 
Athens, the Citizens would nor, at fir£t, believe it; 
and were fo far f;om ci editing fuch News, that 
they fentene'd that Man to Death, who had rii it 
publifh'd it. But, when it was confirm 'd, all the 
Athenians were feiz'd with the utmoft Confterna- 
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tion ; when, as though they thcmfelvcs had not 
prodaim'd War, the vented their Spite and Rage 
again It the Orators, who had promoted the Enter , 
piize, as well as againft the Soothfaycrs, who, h. 
their Oracles, or fuppos'd Prodigies, had flattei \\ 
them with Succefs. They had never been reducVi 
to fo deploable a Condition, as then 5 they hav- 
ing neither Moifc, Foot, Money, Gallies, or Sail- 
o s : In a Wo:d, they were in the deepeft Dc- 
fpair, expecting eveiy Moment, that the Enemy, 
elate with their mighty Victory, and ftrengthned 
by the Revolt of the Allies, would come, and fall 
at once upon Athens, both by Sea and Land, with 
all the Forces of P eloponnefus* Cicero had Reafon 
to obferve ( fpeaking of the naval Engagements 
fought in the Harbour of Syracufe) that it was there 
the Troops of Athens, as well as their Gallics, were 
ruin'd, and funk ; and that, in this Harbour, the 
Power and Glory of the Athenians were miferabiy 
Ihipwrcck'd. 

The Athenians were, never thelefs, not quite de- 
jefted, but rouz'd their Courage again j and refol- 
ved to raife Money from all Quarters, and get 
Timber for building of Ships, in order to awe 
the Allies i and particularly, the Inhabitants of 
the Jfland of Eubaza. To this End, they retrenched 
all fuperfluous Expencesj and eftablilh'd a new 
Council of ancient Men, who were to weigh and 
examine all Affairs before they fhould be brought 
before the People. In fhort, they did not omit 
any Particular, which might be of Service in the 
prefent Juncture 5 the Alarm which they were in, 
and their common Danger, obliging every Indi- 
vidual to be watchful over the Neceifities of the 
£tate, and to receive, with Humility, any good 
Counfel which might be given them. 



CHAP. XIV. 

The Co'tifcqiccnccs of the Defeat of the Athenians in Sicily ; The Allies revolt ; Alcibiades 
forced to fly to Tiiftphemes, with whom he gains great Credit; He endeavours to get 
rccaWd Home ; The Athenian Government being Jitbvcr led by four Hundred Citizens , 
the People recal him, and ehoofe him Gencralijfimo ; He returns in Triumph to Athens, 
after having gaind a fignal Victory ^ and fever al other Advantages over tlx Lacedaemo- 
nians, and their Confederate.?; He caitjis the Great Myftoics to be celebrated, and 
guards the ProccJJion by hand. 



Til E Defeat of the Athenians before Sjra- 
cufe f gave Occafion for great Commotions 
throughout all Greece. Thofe People, who 
had not yet join'd either Side, and waited to bu 
determined by the Evenr, refolv'd to decisis c War 
againft them. The Allies of the Lacedemonians 
believ'd, that the Time was come to deliver them 
tor ever from the Expeneea of a War, which lay 
vei ) heavy upon them, by the fpecdy, and final 
Rum of Athens, Thofe ol ' Slthens, who follow'd 
them only out of Coultraiut, feeing no Appea 1 ance 



or Hopes, of any future Recovery for that Repub- 
lick, after the dreadful Blow they had receiv'd, 

thought it beft to take the Advantage of lb fa- 
vourable a Juncture* to throw o/F the Yoak 
Dependance, and refume their Liberty. 
litions of this Kind infpir'd the Lacedann-nt^ t 
with great Views; which were fupporied h) (l 
Hopes they had concciv'd, th.it (heir StcilhH- •'>' 
lies would join them in rhe Spring with >* ,l;lV 1 
Army, augmented by the Ruin?, oi die Atht^-' 
Fleet. 
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In Effect, the People of Eubcea, Chio, and Lef- 
bos, with feveral Others, gave the Lacedemonians 
Lo underltandj they were ready to quit the Party 
of the Athenians, if they would take them under 
their Protection. At the fame Time, came Depu- 
ties from Tijfaphernes, and : Pharnabafus. The fir ft 
was Governor of Lydia, and Ionia, the other of 
the Hclltfpont. Thefe Viceroys of Darius wanted 
neither Application j nor Zeal, for the Intereft of 
their common Mafter. Tijfaphernes, p omifing the 
Lacedamonians all the neceiiary Expcnces for their 
Troops, prefs'd them to arm with all Expedition, 
and join him ; becaufe the Athenian Fleet pre vented 
him from levying the cuftomary Contributions in 
his Province 5 and had put it out of his Power to 
remit thofe of preceding Years to the King. He 
hop'd befides, with that powerful Succour, to get 
into his Hands, with more Eafe, a certain Noble- 
man, who had revolted, and whom he had the 
King's Orders to fend to him, dead or alive. This 
was Amorges, the Baftard of Pifuthnes. Pharna- 
bafus, at the fame Tsme, demanded Ships, to re- 
duce the Cities of the Hellefpont from their Sub- 
jection to the Athenians \ who alfo prevented 
him from levying the Tributes of his Govern- 
ment. 

The Lacedemonians thought it proper to begin 
by fatisfying Tijfaphernes ; and the Credit of Alci- 
biades contributed very much to their taking that 
Refolution. He embark'dwith Calcidaus for CA/05 
who took Arms, upon their Arrival, and declared 
for the Lace deem oni an s. Upon the News of this 
Revolt, the Athenians refolv'd to take the Thou- 
fand Talents out of the Treafury, which had been 
depofited therefrom the Beginning of the War, 
after having repeai'd the Decree, which prohibited 
it. Miletus alfo revolted foon after. Tijfaphernes, 
having join'd his Troops with thofe of Sparta, 
attack'd, and took the City of Iafus, in which A- 
morges had fliut himfelf up; who was taken alive, 
and fent into Perfia. That Governor gave a Month's 
Pay to the whole Army, at a Drachma, or Ten 
Pence a Day, to each Soldier ; obferving, he had 
Orders to give them only half that Sum, for the 
future. 

Calcidaus, at that Time, made a Treaty with 
Tiflapbenie f , in the Name of the Lacedamonians ; 
or which one of the principal Articles was, that 
all the Country, which had been fubjett to the 
King, or his Predeccflbrs, ihould remain in his 
Hands. It was renewed fome Time after, by The- 
ramenes, another General of the Lacedamonians, 
with fome fmall Alterations. But, when this Treaty 
came to be examin'd at Sparta, it was found, that 
too great ConcelTions had been made to the King 
of Perfia, in giving up all the Places, which had 
been held by himfeU, or his Ancclrors; which 
was to make him Mafter of the grcatcft Part of 
Greece, Thcffaly, Locris, and the whole Country, 
as far as Bceotta, without mentioning the I (lands; 
whence it appeared, that the Lacedamonians, in- 
ftead of giving Liberty to Greece, had inflav'd it. 
It was, therefore, necclfary to make farther Alte- 
rations in it, with which Tijjaphernes, and the 
other Governors made great Difficulties to comply. 
A new Treaty however, was made, as wc inall 
fce, in the Sequel. 

In the mean Time, feveral Cities of Ionia de- 
clared for Lacedicmon, to which Alcibiades contri- 
buted very much. Agis, who was already his E- 
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nemy, upon Account of the Injury he had done 
him, envy'd him the Glory he acquir'd : For, no- 
thing was done without the Advice of Alcibiades ; 
and it was commonly faid, the Succefs of all En- 
terprises was owing to him. The moft powerful, 
and ambitious alfo of the Sparrans, from the fame 
Sentiments of Jealoufy, look'd upon him with an 
evil Eye ; and, at Length, by their Intrigues, 
oblig'd the principal Magistrates to fend Orders 
into Ionia to put him to Death. Alcibiades ^ being 
fecretly appriz'd of this Order, did not difcon- 
tinue his good Services for the Lacedamonians, 
but kept himfelf fo well upon his Guard, that 
he avoided all the Snares, which were laid for 
him. 

For his yet better Security, he put himfelf un- 
der the Protection of Tiffaphernes, the great King's 
Governor at Sardis ; and it was not long before 
he fa^v himfelf in the higheft Degree of Credit 
and Reputation in the Court of that Barbarian . 
For, the Perfian, who was full of Fraud and Ar- 
tifice ; a great Friend to Knaves and wicked Men; 
and made no Account of Simplicity and Integrity; 
infinitely admir'd the eafy Addrefs of Alcibiades^ 
the Eafe with which he afTum'd all Kinds of 
Manners and Characters, and his great Ability in 
the Conduct of Affairs. And indeed, there was 
no Heart fo hard, or Temper fo untraceable, as 
to hold out againfl the Graces and Charms of his 
Converfation. Even thofe, who fear'd, and envy'd 
him moft, inchanted, in a Manner, by his affabie 
Air, and engaging Behaviour, could not di (Terrible 
their infinite Satisfaction in feeing, and converting 
with him. 

Tijjaphernes, therefore, though otherwife very 
haughty and brutal ; and one, who, of all the 
Perjians, hated the Greeks moft; was fo much 
taken with the Complaifance^ and engaging Way 
of Alcibiades, that he gave himfelf up wholly to 
him; and flatter'd him more than he was flatter'd 
by him : Infomuch, that he gave the Name of 
Alcibiades to the fineft, and moft delightful of his 
Gardens, as well from the Abundance of its Foun- 
tains and Canals, and the Verdure of its Groves, 
as the furprizing Beauty of its Retreats and Soli- 
tudes; which Art and Nature feem'd to have vy'd 
in embellifhing ; and wherein a more than Royal 
Magnificence was difplay'd. 

Ac laft, Alcibiades, who found there was no 
longer any Safety for him in the Party of the Spar- 
tans and who always apprehended the Refent- 
ment of Agis, began to do them ill Offices with 
Tijfaphernes ; to prevent his aiding them with all 
his Forces, to ruin the Athenians intirely. He had 
no Difficulty in bringing the Perfian into his Views; 
which were conformable to his Mailer's Interefts, 
and to the Orders he had rcceiv'd from him : For, 
after the famous Treaty concluded under Cimon, 
the Kings of Perfia, not daring to attack the Greeks 
with open Force, took other Mcafures to ruin 
them. They endeavour'd, underhand, to excite 
Diviiions amongft them; and to foment Troubles, 
by confidcrable Sums of Money ; which they found 
Means to convey, fometimes to Athens, and fomc- 
times to Sparta, In Effect, they apply'd them- 
felvcs fo fuccefsfully to keep up a Hal ante of 
Power between thofe two Rcpublicks, that one 
could never intirely reduce the other. They only 
granted them flight Aid, that could effect nothing 
deciiivc > in order to undermine them infenfibly, 

and 
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and cxhauil both Parties, by little and little, in 
weakening them one by another* 

It is in this Kind of (Jonduft, that the Ability 
of Mini tier* confirls; who, from the Recefs of 
their Cabinets, without Noife or Emotion, with- 
out any great Expcnces, or fetting numerous Ar- 
mies on Foot, effect, the Reduction of the States, 
•whole Power gives them Umbrage; either by 
fowing domethek Divilions amongtt them; or by 
promoting the Jealoufy of neighbouring Nations, 
to let them at Variance with each other. 

We mull confefs, however, that this Kind of 
Policy gives us no very favourable Idea of the 
Kings of Per]} j. To reduce themfelves, power- 
ful as they were, to fuch mean, obfeure, and indi- 
rect Meafures, was to confefs their Weaknefs, and 
how unable they belie v'd themfelves to attack 
their Enemies wirh open Force, and bring them 
ro Rcafon by honourable Means. Befides, does it 
conliit with Juftice, to have Recourfe to fuch Me- 
thods againlt People, who give no Caufe of Com- 
plaint ; who live in Peace, under the Faith of 
Treaties ; and whofe fole Crime is the Apprehen- 
iion of their being, one Day, in a Condition to do 
Hurt ? Or, is it lawful, by fecret Corruption, to 
infnare the Fidelity of Subjects, and be the Ac- 
complice of their Treafons, by putting Arms into 
their Hands againft their native Country. 

What Glory and Renown would the Kings of 
Pay? j have acquired, if, content with the vaft, 
and rich Dominions, which Providence had given 
them, they had apply'd their good Offices, Power, 
and evenTreafurcs, to reconcile the neighbouring 
People with each other; remove their Jealoufies, 
prevent fnjullice and Oppreffion $ and, if fear'd, 
and honour'd by them all, they had made them- 
felves the Mediators of their Differences, the Se- 
curity* of their Peace, and the Guarantee of their 
Treaties ? Can any Conqueft, however great, be 
compar'd with fuch Glory ? 

Ttjfaphernes acted upon other Principles; and 
had no Thought but of preventing the Greeks from 
being in a Condition to attack the Per/Sans, their 
common Enemy. He enter'd freely, therefore, 
into the Views or ' Alcibiacles ; and at the famcTime 
that he declar'd himfelf openly for the Lacedamo- 
nians, did not fail to affiil the Athenians underhand; 
and, by a Thoufand fecret Methods, deferr'd Pay- 
mint of the La: e dicmom an Fleet, and retarded the 
Arrival of the 'Phoenician Ships, of which he had 
long kept them in Hopes. In Effect, he omitted 
no Occafion of giving Alcibiades new Marks of 
hi:, Friendship and Etteem ; which render'd that 
General equally confiderable to both Parties. The 
ylthtnians, v. ho very much regretted their having 
drawn his Anger upon them, were not then to re- 
pent their palling Sentence of Condemnation upon 
him. A!r;hiadei alfo, on his Side, was cxtreamly 
forry to fee the Athenians in fo mournful a Situ- 
ation; arid began to fear, left the City of Athens 
might be intirely ruin'tl, and he fa J I into the 
J lands of the Spartans, who then mortally hated 
him. 

'J he /// /■ ( n i a n s v.* ere intent upon nothing fo much 
as Struts, where they had all their Forces. From 
t her.cv, .-. iih their Fleet, they redue'd all the Ci- 
ne', under their Obedience, which had abandoned 
them i Kept the Reft in rheir Duty; and found 
themfelves lh'Jl in a Condition to make Head a- 

^.lihU their ICnemies, over whom they had ob- 



tain'd feveral Advantages : But they were afrap 
of Tijfaph ernes , and the hundred and jifty Phatn. 
cian V elfels, which he hourly expected j and they 
forefaw, if fo powerful a Fleet fhould join the 
Enemy, there was no longer any Safety for their 
City. Hereupon, Alcibiacles, who was well in- 
form'd of all that pafs'd am on git the Athenians, 
fent fecretly ro the principal of them at Santos, to 
found their Sentiments j and acquaint them, ha 
was not averfe to return to Athens, provided the 
Adminiftration of the Republick was put into the 
Hands of the Great and Powerful, and not left 
to the Populace, who had expel I'd him. Some 
of the chief Officers, therefore, went from Samos t 
to concert with him proper Meafures for the Suc- 
cefs of that Undertaking : And he promis'd to 
procure the Athenians, not only the Favour of 
Tfjfaf hemes, but Darius himfelf, upon Condition 
they would abolifli the Democracy, or popular 
Government j becaufe the King would place more 
Confidence in the Engagements of the Nobility, 
than in thofe of the inconltanf, and capricious 
Multitude. 

The Deputies lent a willing Ear to chefe Pro- 
pofals; and conceiv'd great Hopes of difcharging 
themfelves from Part of the publick Impofitions j 
becaufe the Burden lay heavieft upon themfelves, 
as they were the richelt of the People ; as alfo, of 
making their Country triumph, after having pof- 
fefs'd themfelves of the Government. At their 
Return, they began, by bringing over fuch, as 
were moft proper to fhare in their Defign $ after 
which, they caus'd a Report to be fpread amongft 
the Troops, Darius was inclinable to declare in 
Favour of the Athenians, upon Condition that Al- 
cibiades was reinftated, and the popular Govern- 
ment abolifli'd, This Propofal furpriz'd the Sol- 
diers, and was generally rejected, at firft; but the 
Allurement of Gain, and the Hopes of a Change 
to their Advantage, foon foften'd what was harih 
and mocking therein ; and even made them ar- 
dently defire the recalling of Alcibiades. 

Phrynicius, one of their Generals, tfghtly judg- 
ing, Alcibiades affe&ed an Oligarchy no more 
than he did the Democracy ; and, in aecrying the 
People's Condu£t, he had no other View, than co 
acquire the Favour and Confidence of the Nobility 
for his own Re-cftablilhment, had the Boldnefs 
to oppofe the Refolutions, which were about to 
take Place. He reprefented, that the Change they 
meditated, might, rery probably, excite a Civil 
War, to the Ruin of the State \ that it was very 
unlikely, the King of Per pa would prefer the 
Alliance of the Athenians to that of the Spartans, 
fo much more advantagious to him j and that this 
Change would not retain the Allies in their Duty, 
nor bring over thofe who had renounced it, who 
would iriil per/ift in preferring their Liberty i 
that the Government of a fmall Number of rich 
and powerful Perfons would not be more in Fa- 
vour of the Citizens, or Allies, than that of the 
People ; becaufe Ambition was the great Caufe of 
all Misfortunes in a Republick -, and the Rich 
were the fole Promoters of all Troubles and Dis- 
orders, thereby to aggrandize themfelves ; that a 
State fuffer'd more Oppreilion and Violence under 
the Rule of the Nobility than that of the People* 
whofe Authority kept them within due Bounds 
and was the Ajylttm of fuch as they deuVd to op- 

prefsj and that the Allies were too well acquaint}' 

with 
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with thefe Truths, from their o vn Exp 
want any Lcffons upon the Subject. 

Thefe Rcmonttranccs, as wife as they were, had 
no Effect : Pifmder was fent to Aftheni, with fome 
of the fame Faction, to propofe the Return of Al- 
cibiades, the Alliance of Tijfaphcntcs, and the A- 
bolition of the Democracy. They represented, 
that, by changing the Government, and recalling 
Alcibiades, At huts might obtain a powerful Aid 
from the King of Per/za, which would be a cer- 
tain Means to triumph over Sparta. Upon this 
PropolaJ, great Numbers exclaim'd againft it, 
cfpecially, the Enemies of Alcibiades : Thefe al- 
ledg'd, amongft other Reafons, the Imprecations 
precations pronoune'd by the Priefts, and ail the 
Orders of Religion, againft him; and even againft 
fuch, as fhould propofe to recal him. But, Pi- 
fancier, advancing into the Midft of the Affcmbly, 
'demanded., whether chey knew any other Means, 
to fave the Republick, in the deplorable Condition 
to which it was redue'd- And, as it was admitted 
there were none 5 he added, that the Prefer vation 
of the State was the Queftion, and not the Au- 
thority of the Laws, which might be provided for 
in the Sequel j but, at prefent, there was no other 
Method for the Attainment of the King's Friend- 
fliip, and that of Tijjaphcrncs. Though this Change 
was very ofFenfive to the People, they gave their 
Confent to it, at laft, with the Hopes of re-efta- 
blifhing the Democracy in Time, as Pifandcr had 
promis'd ; and they decreed, that he fhould go 
with ten Deputies more to treat with Alcibiades 
and Tiffapherncs ; and that, in the mean Time, 
Phrynicus fhould be recall'd, and another General 
appointed to command the Fleet in his Stead. 

The Deputies did not find Tiffapherncs in fo 
good a Difpofition, as they had been made to 
hope. He was afraid of the Lac cdamont ans , but 
did not care to render the Athenians too powerful. 
It was his Policy, by the Advice of Alcibiades, to 
leave the two Parties always at War, in order to 
weaken and confume them by one another : He 
made, therefore, great Difficulties. He demanded, 
at firlr, that the Athenians fhould abandon all Io- 
nia to him ; and, afterwards, infilled upon the 
Addition of the neighbouring Iflands. Thefe De- 
mands being comply'd with, he farther requir'd, 
in a third Interview, Pcrmiflion to fit out a Fleet, 
and cruize in the Grecian Seas ; which had been 
exprefly provided againft in the celebrated Treaty 
concluded with Artaxerxes : The Deputies, there- 
upon, broke up the Conferences with Indignation, 
and percciv'd that Alcibiades had impos'd upon 

them. 



tiffapherncs, therefore, without Lofs of Time, 

concluded a new 'I'rcaty with the Lacedemonians; 
JJJ which, what had difpleas'd in the two preceding 
yeatics, was retrenched. The Article, which 
Yielded to Perfia, the Countries in general, that 
had been in the actual Polfeflion of the Reigning 
hjng Duriusy or his Predeccfibrs, was confin'd to 
yie Provinces of AjSa. That Prince engaged to 
"cfruy all Expenccs of the Lacedemonian Tlcet, 
,J pon the Foot, and in the Condition it was then, 
1,11 the Arrival of that of Perfia ; after which 
., \ wc ™ to fupport it themfelvcs, unlefs they 
t'nofe to have the King pay it, and be reimbursed 
alter the Conclufion of the Wan It was farther 
•'greed, that they fhould unite tlieir Forces, and 
u, ucinue the War, or make Peace, by common 
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to Confent. Tiffaphemes, to keep his Promife, fenC 
for the Fleet of Phoenicia, This Treaty was made 
in the eleventh Year of Darius, and the twentieth 
of the Peloponnefian War. 

Pifander, at his Return to Athens, found the 
Change he had propos'd, at his letting out, much 
forwarded ; to which he put the laft Hand foon 
after. To give a Form to this new Government, 
he caused ten Commitfarics with abfolute Power 
to be appointed ; who were, however, at a cer- 
tain fix'd Time, to give the People an Account of 
what they had done. At the Expiration of that 
Term, the General Aflembly was fummon'd, in 
which their firft Refoiution was, every one fhould 
be admitted to make fuch Propofals as he thought 
fit, without being liable to any Accufation of in- 
fringing the Law, or confcriuential Penalty. Ic 
was afterwards decreed, a new Council fhould be 
form'd, with full Power in all Affairs, and to elect 
new Magiftrates. For this Purpofe, five Prtfidents 
were eftablifli'd, who nominated an hur.dred Per- 
fons, including themfelves. Each of thefe chofe, 
and aflbciated three more, at his own Pleafurc, 
which made, in all, four hundred, in whom an 
abfolute Power was lodg'd. But, to amufe the 
People, and comfort them with a Shadow of po- 
pular Government, whilft they infrituted a real 
Oligarchy, it was faid, the four Hundred fhould 
call a Council of five Thoufand Citizens, to affifr 
them, when they fhould judge it necetfary. The 
Council, and Afiemblies of the People, were held, 
as ufual; nothing was done, however, but by Or- 
der of the four Hundred. The People of Athens 
were depriv'd, in this Manner, of their Liberty, 
which they had enjoy'd almoft an Hundred Years 
after having aboliih'd the Tyranny of the Pijif- 
. tratides. 

This Decree being pafs'd without Oppofition, 
after the Separation of the Affcmbly, the four Hun- 
dred, arm'd with Daggers, and attended by an 
Hundred and twenty young Men,whom they made 
life of, when any Execution requir'd it, enter'd 
the Senate, and compelled the Senators to retire, 
after having paid them their Arrears. This done, 
they elected new Magiftrates out of their own 
Body, obferving the ulual Ceremonies upon fuch 
Occafions. They did not think proper to recal 
thofe who were banifrVd, left they fhould autho- 
rize the Return of Alcibiades ; whofe uncontroul- 
able Spirit they apprehended, and who would foon 

have made himfelf Maftcr of the People. Making 
a tyrannical Ufe of their Power, fome they put 
to Death, others they banifh'd, confiscating their 
Eftatcs with Impunity ; whilrt all, who ventur'd 
to oppofe this Change, or even to complain of it, 
were butcher'd, upon fome falfe Pretence ; and 
they met with but a bad Reception, who de- 
manded Juitice of the Murderers. The four Hun- 
dred, foon after their Eirablilhmcnt, lent ten 
Deputies to Samos, for the Army's Concurrence 
thereto. 

All that had pafs'd at Athens was already known 
there, and the News had inrag'd the Soldiers to 
the higheft Degree. They deposed immediately 
feveral of their Chiefs, whom tney fufpecTed, and 
put others in their Places ; of whom Thrafylus and 



Thrafybulus were principal, and in highcli Credit. 
Alcibiades was recal Pd, and chofen General iflimo 
by the whole Army, who defir'd to fail dircclly 
for the Pyraum, to attack the Tyrants. But he 
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opp Wd it; rcprcfcnting, it was nccellary, he 
mould, firft, have an I ne'er view with Tijjapbctncs ; 
and chat, as they had cholcn him General, they 
might rely upon him for the Care of the War. 
Heathen fee out immediately fox Miletus: His 
principal Dclign was, to Ihow himfelf to that Go- 
vernor, with all the Power wherewith he had been 
in vetted; and to let him fee, he was in a Condition 
to be equally of coniiderablc Service, or Prejudice 
to him. The Conference of which was, as he 
had kept the Athenians in Awe by Tijfaphcrncs, 
he now aw\l Tijjapbe* ties no lefs by the Athenians 5 
and we ihall fee, in the Sequel, this Interview was 

necefljry. 

AleibiaJcs, upon his Return to Samos, found 
the Armv more infkrrTd than at firft. The De- 
puties of' the four Hundred arrived there, during 
his Abfeiue, and had c^deavour'd, in vain, to 
juftify the Alteration made at Athens in the Sol- 
diery. Their Di fcour fes, which were often inter- 
rupted by tumuluous Cries, ferv'd only to incenfe 
them more ; ar.d they earneftly demanded to be 
led aoainlt the Tyrants directly. Alcibiades did 
not acton thisOccafion, as Every- Body el fe would, 
in Confcquence of hi* being rais'd to fo high 
a Dignity, by the Favour of the People : For, he 
did not think himfelf obliged to comply intirely 
with them, and to refufe them nothing; though, 
from an Exile, and a Fugitive, they had made 
him General of fo great a Fleet, and fo numerous, 
and formidable an Army: But, as a Statefman, 
and great Politician, he believ'd it his Duty, to 
oppole the blind Fury, which hurry'd them on 
into evident Danger, and prevent them from com- 
mitting a Fault, which muft have been attended 
with their utter Ruin. This wife Steddinefs pre- 
ferv'd the City of Athens : For, had they faiPd 
thither, at rirrf, the Enemy had made themfelves 
Ma.:tn> of Ionia, rhe Hellcjpont, and all the Iflands 
without R.fntance ; whilft the Athenians, by car- 
rying the War i:.:o their own City, would have 
exhauftid their whole Forces a gain ft one another. 
He prevented, therefore, the Deputies from being 
ill u cared, and difmifs'd them; faying, he did 
not object* to the five Thoufand Citizens having 
the lupream Authority in the Republick ; but, it 
was neceflary to depofe the four Hundred, and 
re-eitablifh the Senate. 

During thefe Motions, the Phoenician Fleet, 
whien tJ'e Lacedam.mans impatiently expected, 
ap> roach'd ; and News came, it was arriv'dat si- 
ft endus : Hereupon, ; ijjjphemcs went to meet it ; 
though No body was able to divine the Caufe of 
that Jour.'.ey. He had fer.t for that Fleet, at firft, 
to flatter the Laccdamonians, with the Hopes of a 
powerful Aid; and to put a Stop to their Progrcfs, 
by ma!. ing rhem wait its Arrival. It was behev'd, 
his Jour ney had the fame Motive ; to prevent their 
doing any I hing in his Abfence, and that their 
Soldiers and Mariners might disband, for Want of 
Pay. However, it was, he did not bring it with 
h.rn, from the View, 110 Doubt, of keeping the 
Balani e equal, which was the King of Pvr/ia'a 
[men. t, and to exhauft both Parties, by the 
Length of the War. For, it had been very eafy 
to pur an l aid thereto, by rhe Affiftance of that 
additional Fleet, ;iu the Lacedemonian* alone were 
already a?, lirong at Sea i\a the Athenians. His 
frivolous hxeiife, of its nor being com pleat, for 
not bringing it with him, fufljcienlly ihow'd, he 
had other Reafona for hia Conduct. 



The Return of the Deputies without Sucre/ 
who had been fent to Mant is, and the An fiver v* 
AUibiaJet, excited new Troubles in the City; m,i 
gave a mortal V\ ouiid to the Authority of 1 • . 0 
four Hundred. The Tumult mcreas'd exceedingly, 
when News was brought, that the Enemy, after 
having beat the Fleet, lent by the four Hundred 
to the Relief of Eubxa, had made themfelve:, 
Mailers of that Ifland : Athens was in the higheft 
Terror and Confternation upon this Account. For, 
neither the Defeat of Sicily, nor any other pre- 
ceding it, was fo coniiderablc as the Lofs of that 
Ifland, from whence the City receiv'd confiderable 
Supplies, and almoit all its Provifions. If, in the 
Confufion, in which Alt htm was, at that Time, be- 
tween two Factions, the victorious Fleet had fallen 
upon the Port, as it might have done, the Army 
of e)amos would have been indifpcnfibly oblig'd 
to have flown to the Defence of their Country: 
And then the Republick would have had only the 
City of Sit hens remaining, of all its Dominions. 
For, the jHelkfpont, lonia y and all the Iflands, fee- 
ing themfelves abandon'd, would have been re- 
due'd to change Sides, and go over to the Pelo- 
ponnejians. But the Enemy were not capable of 
fuch great Defigns ; and it is not the firft Time the 
Lacedemonians have been obferv'd to have loft 
their Advantage , by the Slow uefs and Protraction, 
natural to them. 

In this Extremity, Athens, without Delay, dc- 
pos'd the four Hundred, as the Authors of all the 
Troubles and Divi lions, under which they groan'd- 
Alcibiadts was recalled by unanimous Con fent, ai d 
earneftly follicited to make all poiTble Haftc to 
the Affiltance of the City. But judging, that, if 
he return 'd immediately to Athens, he lnouJd owe 
his Return to the Companion and Favour of the 
People, he refolv'd to render it glorious and tri- 
umphant, and to defer ve it by fomc confiderable 
Exploit. For this Purpofe, leaving Samos, with 
a fmall Number of Ships, he cruiz'd about the 
Iflands of Cos and Cnidos ; and being inform'd, 
that Mind ants y the Spartan Admiral, was fa i I'd 
to the Hells fpont with his whole Fleet, and that 
the Athenians were in Purfuic of him, he made 
that Way, with the utmolt Diligence, to fudport 
them i and arriv'd foitunatcly with his eighteen 
VefleJs, when the two Fleets were engag'd near 
jfbydos, in a Battle, which Jafted till Night, with- 
out any Advantage on either Side. His Arrival* 
at firft, gave the Spartans frefh Courage; they 
believing him Hill their Friend, and difpiritcd ihe 
Athenians. But Alcibiades hanging out the Athe- 
nian Standard in the Admiral- Gal ley, fell upon 
the Laccdamonians, who were ftrongeft, and purhfJ 
the Athenians put them to Flight, drove them 
afhore ; and, animated by his Succefs, funk their 
Veffels, and made a great Slaughter of the Men* 
who had thrown themfelves into rhe Sea, to lave 
themfelves by fwimming ; though Pharnabajus 
fpar'd no Fains to aflift tlicm, and had advance* 
at the Head of his Troops, to the Coaft, to fa- 
vour their Flight, and fave their Ships. HcrcupniN 
the Athenians, after having taken thirty of their 
Gallics, and retaken thole they had loft, erected 
a Trophy. 

Thin done, Alcibiades, vain of hia Succefs, wa* 
defirous of appearing in Triumph before T \$}r"\ \ 
ncs\ and making him rich IVefentw, both in "j h 
own Name, and in that; of the Athenian lVof ),c ; 
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j-fe went to him, therefore, with a magnificent 
Retinue, worthyoftheGcncr.il o f Athens. But 
he did not meet vvirh the favourable Reception he 
expected : For, Tijfapherncs, who knew he was 
nccus'd by the Lacc'damojiiansy and fe.ar'd the King 
would punitti him, for not having executed his 
Orders, laid Hold of the Opportunity, given him 
by Alcibiades, of putting himfelf in his Hands fo 
imprudently and unneccflarily, and caus'd him to 
be feiz'd, and fent Prifoner to Sardis ; to fhelter 
himfelf, by that Injuftice, againft the Reprefen- 
tations of the Lacedamonians. 

However, thirty Days after, Alcibiades, having 
found Means to get a Horfe, efcap'd from his 
Guards, and fled to Clazomene-, where, to revenge 
himfelf on Tijjaphcnies, he gave out, he had let 
him at Liberty. From Clazomcne he repair'd to 
the Atheinan Fleet, where he was join'd by The- 
ramcnes, with twenty Ships from Macedonia? and 
by Thrajybulus, with twenty more from Thafos-, 
which done, he fail'd from thence to barium in 
the Propontis. All his Ships, to the Number of 
eighty-fix, being come thither, he left that Place 
in^tlie Night, and arriv'd the next Morning at 
Proconnefus, a fmall Ifle near Cyzicum ; where he 
heard Alindarus was at Cyzicum, with Pharnaba- 
fusy and his Land-Army. After refting that whole 
'Day at Proconnefus^ on the Morrow, he harangued 
his Soldiers ; and reprefented to them, the Necef- 
fity of attacking the Enemy by Sea and Land; 
and of making thcmfelves Matters of Cyzicum* 
reprefenting, at the fame Time, that, without a 
compieat and abfolute Victory, they could have 
neither Provifions, nor Money. He had taken 
great Care the Enemy fhould not be apprifc'd of 
his Approach : By good Fortune for him, a great 
Storm of Rain and Thunder, follow'd by dark 
and hazy Weather, help'd him to conceal his En- 
terprize fo fuccefsfully, that not only the Enemy 
were prevented from perceiving he advane'd, but 
the Jthenia?is themfelves, whom he had caus'd to 
imbark with Precipitation, did not know he had 
weigh'd Anchor, and put to Sea. 

When the Weather clear'd up, the Laccdamo- 
• man Fleet appear'd. cxercifing at fomc Diftance, 
before the Port : Whereupon, Alcibiades, who ap- 
prehended, that the Enemy, upon Sight of fo 
great a Number of Ships, would make the Har- 
bour, order'd the Captains to keep behind a little, 
and follow him at a good Diftance ; and taking Victory he had gain'd ; and, prciently after, be- 
only forty VettUs, advane'd towards the Enemy, ticgW Chalcedonia, which had revolted from the 
to offer chem Battle: The Enemy, deceiv'd rjy Athenians, and rcceiv'd a l.acedsmonian Garrlfon : 
this Stratagem, and defpifing his fmall Number, During this Siege, he alfo rook another Town, 
advane'd again it him, and began the Fight, But, call'd SelymbrLi ; whereupon, Phamabafus, terri- 
when they faw the Rett of the Athenian Fleet 
eome up, they immediately loft Courage, and fled: 
And Alcibiades, with twenty of his belt Shins, 
purfu'd them to the Shore, landed, and kilTa a 
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in Terms to this EfFecr : The Flower of your Army 
is cut oJf\ IV? i dams is chad 5 the Reft 0/ the Troops 
are dyi?ig with Hunger ; and ice neither know what 
to do, nor wha, will become 0/ us. 

The News of this Victory occalion'd no left; Joy 
in the Athenians, than Confirmation in the Ene- 
my; they difpacch'd Embafladors immediately, to 
demand to have an End put to a War, equally 
deltruclivc to both People ; and a Peace lhould 
be concluded upon reafonablc Conditions, for the 
Re-eitabliihment of their ancient Concord and 
Amity ; of which they had, for many Years, ex- 
periene'd the falutary Effects. Hereupon, the moft 
prudent, and politick, of the Citizens of Jthe?is 
were unanimoufly of Opinion, it was proper to 
take the Advantage of fo favourable a Juncture, 
for concluding a Treaty, which might put an 
End to all Jcaloufies, appeafe nil Animcfi.ies, and 
remove all Diftrufts. Euc thofe, who found their 
Advantage in the Troubles of the State., prevented 
the good Effects of that Difpofrion. Clcophn, 
amongft orhers, the moft famous Orator, nc that 
Time, animated rhe People from the Rojh'ei, by a 
violent, and feditious Difcourfe ; ir.fi nuadncr, their 
Interelrs were becrayYi by a fecrct Intelligence 
with the LacccUrr.onians, which aim'd at depriving 
them of all the Advantages, of the important 
Victory they h:id gair.xl ; and making them !ofe, 
for ever, the Opportunity of being fully aveng'd 
for ail the Wrongs and Misfortunes, Sparta had 
caus'd them to furTer. This Clecpion v. as an in- 
confiderable Fellow, a Mufical Inirrurnent-Maker : 
It was reported alio, he had heen a Slave, and 
got himfelf fraudulently inroll'd in the Rcgilrer 
of the Citizens : However that be, he even carry "d 
his Audacioufnefs and Fury fo far, as to threaten 
to plunge his Dagger in the Throat of any one, 
who fhould talk of Peace. Hereupon, the Athe- 
nians, puff 'd up with their prcfent Profperity ; 
forgetting their pall: Misfortunes ; and promifing 
themfelves all Things from the Valour and good 
Fortune of Alcibiades; rejected all Propofals of 
.Accommodation; without reflecting, nothing is fo 
fluctuating and precarious, as the Succcfs of War: 
And the HmbalTadors retir'd, without being able 
to effect any Thing. Such Infatuation, and irra- 
tional Pride, are generally the Fore-runners of 
fomc great Misfortune. 

Aid blades knew well how to make Ufe of the 



can ci actyniPi 1a ; wnercupun, r .vat n./c\yus 3 terri- 
fy 'd by the Rapidity ot his Cony-efts, made a 
Treaty with the Athenians, to this Fflect ; That 
he would pay them a certain Sum of Money \ that 
the Chulccdoninns Jhould return to their Ohedien.e, 
great Number of them in the Flight. Mindarus, depend upon the Athenians, pay them Tribute ; 
and Phamabafus oppos'd his Efforts in vain: The and, that the Athenians Jhould commit ho Hnjlili- 
firif, who fought with aftonifliing Valour, he ties upon the Lands of Phamabafus ; who, at th 
killYi j and put the other to Flight. fame Time, engaged for the fife Condue'l cf their 

The Athenians, by this Victory, which made Embatfadors to the Great King. Hereupon, />V 
them Matters of the Slain, the Arms, Spoils, and z>wti'um> and feveral other Cities, fubmicced to 

whole Fleet of the Knemy, befides the taking of 
(yzicum, not only polfefs'd themfelves of the Hel- 



the Athenians. 

This done, AlcihiadeSy who dehYd, with the ut- 



tyfant, but drove the Spartans intirely out of that molt Pallion, to fee his Country again; or rather. 

Accordingly, Letters were intercepted, in to he fee n by his Country, after fo many Vict 01 ies 

which the latter, with a Concifenefs truly Laconick\ over their l£nemics, let out lor Athens. The Siiles 
^vib'd the liphori of the Blow they had received, 



of his Ships were coverM with Bucklers, and all 

Sorts 
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ores or spoils, in rorm or xropnies ; ana tau- 
rw a great Number of Veffels to be cow'd after 
im, by Way of Triumph, he difplay'd alfo the 



^12 

Sorts of Spoils, in Form of/Trophies ; and cau- 

h . , 

Enfigjis and Ornaments or thofe he had burnt, 
which we c more than the others; the Whole 
amounting to about two Hundred Ships. It is 
faid, however, from the Remembrance of what 
had been done agair.fr him, upon approaching the 
Port, he was it ruck with ibme Terror ; and was 
afraid to quit his Vetfel, till he faw, from the 
Deck, a great Number of his Friends and Rela- 
tions, who were come to the Shore to receive him> 
and earneitly in treated him to land. 

At the fame Time, the People came out of the 
City in a Body to meet him ; and, at his Ap- 
pearance, fet up incredible Shouts of Joy. In the 
Midft of an infinite Number of Officers and Sol- 
diers, all Eyes were rlx'd on him, as if he had 
been alone ; and they look'd upon him, as Victory 
icfelf, defcended from the Skies : All around him 
paifionately carefling, blefllng, and crowding him, 
in Emulation of each other. Even thofe, who 
could not approach him, were never tir'd with 
viewing him at a Diftance; and, whilft the old 
Men fhow'd him to their Children, they repeated, 
with the higheft Praifes, all the great Actions he 
had done for his Country ; nor could they refufe 
their Admiration even of thofe, he had done a- 
gainft it, during his Banifhment, of which they 
imputed the Fault to thcmfelves alone. This 
publick Joy, however, was mingled with Tears 
and Regret, from the Remembrance of paftMif- 
forcunes, which they could not avoid comparing 
with the prefent Felicity. We could not have faiPd y 
faid they, of the Conqueft 0/ Sicily ; our other Hopes 
could never have proved abortive, if %ve had referred 
all our sffaits, and Forces, to the Difpofal of A\- 
cibiades alone. In what a Condition vuas Athens, 
when he took upon him our P rot eel ion and Defence f 
f{ r e had not only almofi cntit ely loft our Power at 
Sea, but were fcarce pojfefs'd of the Suburbs of our 
City ; and, to add to our Misfortunes, were torn 



for the Injury and Shame of his Banifhment, by 
the Glory of his Return-, and to efface the Re- 
membrance of the Imprecations themfclvcs ha.j 
decreed, by the Vows and Prayers, which they 
made in his Favour. Whilft all the Eumolpidc: e 
and Ceryces, were employed in revoking thofe Im- 
precations, Theodoras, the Principal of them, had 
the Courage to fay ; For my Part, 1 have not cur* 
fed him, if he has done no F.vil to his Country ; 
infinuating, by that bold Exprefiion, that the 
Curfes, being conditional, could not fall upon 
the Head of the Innocent, nor be averted from the 

Guilty. 

In the Midft of this Glory, and fhining Pro- 
fperity of Alcibiades, the Majority of the People 
could not help being concern'd, when they con- 
fider'd the Time of his Return : For, it happen'd 
precifely upon the Day, when the Athenians ce- 
lebrated the Feaft in Honour of Minerva, ador'd 
under the Name of Agraulis. The Priefts took off 
all Ornaments from the Statue of the Goddefs to 
wafh it; from whence that Feaft was cali'd Plyn- 
teria, and afterwards cover'd it ; and that Day 
was accounted one of the moft ominous, and un- 
fortunate. It was the twenty- fifth of the Month 
Thargelion, which anfwers to the fecond of our 
July. This Circumftance difpleas'd that fuper- 
ifitious People ; becaufe it feem'd to imply, the 
Goddefs, Patronefs, and Protectrefs of Athens, did 
not receive Alcibiades agreeably, and with a be- 
nign Afpecl; fince (he cover'd, and conceal'd her- 
felf, as if fhe would keep him off, and remove 
him from her. 

All Things having, however, fucceeded accor- 
ding to his vVifh ; and the Hundred Ships he was 
to command, being ready, he deferr'd his Depar 
ture, out of a laudable Ambition to celebrate the 
Great Myfteries : For, from the Time the Lace- 
demonians had fortify'd Decelia, and taken PofTef- 
lion of all the Ways from Athens to Elcufina, the 
Feaft had not been folemniz'd in all its Pomp, 
and the Proceflion had been oblig'd to go by Sea : 
The particular Ceremonies of this Solemnity may 
be feen hereafter. 

Alcibiades belie v'd it would be a moft glorious 
A&ion, and attract the Bleflmgs of the Gods, and 
the Praifes of Men, if he reltor'd all ita Luftre 
and Solemnity to this Feaft ; in making the Pro- 
ceflion by Land, under the Convoy of his Troops, 
to defend it againft the Attacks of the Enemy: 
For, if Agis fuller 'd it to pafs quietly, notwith- 
standing the numerous Troops he had at Decelta,^ 
which would confidently lefren the Reputation of 
that King, and derogate greatly from his Repu- 
tation and Glory; or, if he chofe to attack 
it, and oppofe the March, Alcibiades would then 
have the Satisfaction to fight a facrcd Battle ; a 
Battle, grateful to the Gods ; for the greatest 
and molt venerable of all their Myfteries ; in the 
Sight of his Country and Citizens ; who would 
be WitnefTc'8 of his valour, and Regard for Re- 
ligion. It is very likely, that, by tliis publick, 
and oftentatious Aft of Piety, which ftruck the 
People's View in fo fcnfiblc a Manner, and was io 
cxtreamly agreeable to them, the principal Defig n 
mlpidesj and Ceryces (two Families, who alone of Alcibiades was, to efface intirely from their 
Kid the Privilege of officiating in the Myfteries Minds, the Sufpicions of Impiety, to which h* 

• - • Mutilation of Statues, and Propnanation of M) " 

fteries, had given Birth. 
Having taken that Rcfolution, he gave Notu<- 



by a Civil War 
ijed the Republi 



n/tatcd it in the PoJfeJ/ion 
of the Sea, he has rendered it univcrfally viclorious 
by Land ; as if the Fate ^ Athens had been in his 
Hands aione, either to ruin 9 or preferve it, and 
f 'iclory was annex 1 d to his Per/on, and obeyed his 
Qrdirs. 

This favourable Reception of Alcibiades, did 
not prevent his demanding an AfTembly of the 
People, in order to his Juitification before them; 
well knowing how neceffary it was, for his Safety, 
to be abfolv'd in Form. He appcar'd, therefore; 
and, after having deplor'd his Misfortunes, which 
he imputed very little to the People, and intirely 
afcrib'd to bis ill Fortune, and fome Damon, en- 
vious* of his Profpericy ; he reprelentcd to them 
the Dcfigiii of the Enemy, and exhorted them not 
to conceive other than great Hopes. The Athe- 
nians , tranfported with hearing him fpeak, de- 
creed him Crowns of Gold, appointed him Gene- 
ral by Sea and Land, with nr. limited Power, re- 
ltor'd him all his Fortune, and order 'tl the Bu- 
rn 
1 



of i.eres) to abiolve him from the Curfea, they 
had pronoune'd againft him, by the Order of the 
People i doing their utmoft, to make him Amends, 



to 
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I lie Eumolpides, and Ccryccs, to hold themfclves moft ardently defir'd to have him for their King. 
I j,, Readinefs, ported Centincls upon the Hills, fent Many of* them openly dcclar'd themfclves upon 
j out Runners, at Break of Day, and taking with that Head; and fome addreifing themfclves to 
him the Fruits, the Initiated, and the Probatio- him, exhorted him to fet himfelf above Envy, 
ners, with thofe who initiated them, he cover'd and not trouble himfelf about Laws, Decrees, or 

them with his Army, and difpos'd the whole Pomp Suffrages ; to put down thofe Wordy Impcrtinents, 

with wonderful Order, and profound Silence. Ac- who difturb'd the State with their vain Harangues, - y 

tier tvas Show (fay&'Pfut at ch) more augujl, or more to make himfelf Matter of AfFa rs, and govern 

worthy the Mujcjiy of the Gods, than this warlike with full Authority, without fearing Accufcr-.. 

'Proccjfion, and religious Expedition \ in which even For him, what his Thought: of that Propofa!, 

thofe, who envied the Glory of' Alcibiades, were and his Defigns were, are unknown ; but the mo::. 

obliged to own, that he was no lefs happy in dif- powerful Citizens, apprehend ing the breaking 

charging the Funtlions of an High - Pricft, than out of a Fire, of which they already faw the 

thofe of a General, No Enemy dar'd to appear, Sparks, prefs'd him to depart, without Delay ; 

or diiturb that pompous March; and Alcibiades granting whatever he demanded, and giving 

reconducted the facred Troops to Athens with in- him for Colleagues, the Generals moft agreeable 

tire Safety. This Succefs gave him new Cou- to him. He fet Sail, therefore, with an Hundred 

rage, and rais'd the Spirit and Boldnefs of his Ships, and fteer'd for the ffland of Andros, which 

Troops to fuch a Degree, that they look'd upon had revolted : His high Reputation, and the good 

themfelves as invincible, whilft he commanded Fortune, which had attended him in all his En- 

them. terprizes, had creared fuch an Opinion of him, 

He acquir'd the Affection of the poor, and that nothing but what was great and extraordi- 

the lower Sort of People^ fo much, that they nary was expected from him. 



CHAP. XV. 

Lyfander appointed Admiral by the Spartans; He inpnuates himfelf greatly into the Favour 
of T'oung Cyrus ; He beats the Athenians, in the Aljcnce of Alcibiades ? veho is deprivd 
of tot Command', Ten Generals a,e chofen in his Stead; Callicratidas fuccceds Lyfan- 
der ; His Character ; He is defeated near the Agrinufa?, and kilTd ; The Athenians 
fentence their Genet als to JDeatb, fir not bringing off their Dead; Socrates alone op- 
pofes it • Lyfander appointed, a fecond Time, to command the Lacedaemonian Fleet ; 
His celebrated VicHory over the Athenians at TEgofpo tamos j He takes Athens, changes 
the Form of* Government, and eflablijhes thirty Ty. ants therein, which ends the te- 
loponnefian War ; His Scheme fir altering the Government of Sparta. 



TH E Lacedemonians, juftly alarnTd at the 
Return, and Succefs of Alcibiades, rightly 
judg'd, that it would be neceflary, to op- 
pofe fuch an Enemy, with an able General, ca- 
pable of making Head againft him : For this 
Rcafon, they made Choice of Lyfander > and gave 

him the Command of the Fleet. When he ar- 
rival at Ephcfus, he found that City very well 
difposM in his Favour, and well atfc£tcd to Sparta; 
biic otherwife, in a very unhappy Situation : For, 
they were in Danger or becoming barbarous, by 
^ccultoming themfclves to the Manners and Cul- 
tonis of the Pctfians\ who had a great Commerce 
J v 'ith them, both by Reafon of the Neighbour- 
hood of Lydia, and becaufe the King's Generals 



^'timonly took up their Winter-Quarters there, 
'hue idle, and voluptuous Life, full of Luxury 
J. nt j empty Show* could not fail of difgulting in- 
finitely a Man, like Lyfander, who had been bred, 
J, r °tn. his Birth, in the Simplicity, Poverty, and 
j«-vcre Kxercifcs in Ufc at hpatta. Having brought 
A ' my to Eph fits, he gave Orders for Ships 
01 burthen to ail'emblc there, on all Sides* creeled 



an Arfenal for building Gallics; made the Ports 
free for Merchants ; gave the publick Places to 
Artificers; fet all Arts in Motion, rer.Jer'J them 
in Honour; and, by thefe Means, riiTd the City 
with Riches, and laid the Foundations of tint 
Grandeur and Magnificence, to which they after- 
wards attain'd. Such Alteration can the Applica- 
tion and Ability of a Jingle Pcrfon occalion in a 
State \ 

Whilft he was making thefe Difpoficionsj lie 
receiv'd Advice, that C}tus> the King's youngelfc 
Son, was arrived at Saidis : That Prince could 
not be above (ixteen Years old, at that Time, 
being born after his Father's Accellion to the 
Crown, in the feventeenth Year ot his Reign. Pj~ 
ryfatis % his Mother, lov'd him to Idolatry, and 
had an intire Afccndanc over her Husband : It was 
Ihe, who occaiion'd his having the lap ream Go- 
vernment of all the Provinces ot' Afia Minor given 
him ; a Command, thai fubjected all the Provin- 
cial Governors, of the molt important Part ot" 
the Empire to his Authority. The View of f\j- 
ryfatis t undoubtedly, was to enable the young 

4 K Prince 



1 
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Prince to difpute the Throne with his Brother, 
after the King's Death ; as we (hall fee he did, to 
fome Effect. One of the principal Inftructions, 
gi\en him by his Father, upon fending him to his 
Government:, was, to give effectual Aid to the 
Lacedemonians a gain 11 si thins \ an Order very con- 
trary to the Politicks followed till then by ITiffa- 
pbemes, and the o.her Governors of thofe Pro- 
vinces. It had always been their Maxim, fome- 
times to alii It one Party, fometimes the other, in 
order to hold their Power in fuch a Ballance, that 
the one might never be able to crum the other en- 
tirely : Prom whence it followed, that both Par- 
ties were kept weak by the War, and neither in 
a Condition to form any Enterprizes againft the 

I*ct/:an Empire. 

Upon Lyfander** being aprized, therefore, of 
the Arrival of Cytus at Sa/dis 9 he fee out from 
£f befits, to make him a Vifit ; and to complain 
of the Delays, and Breach of Faith of Tiffaphcrnes ; 
who, nocwich (landing the Orders he had received, 
to fupporc the Lacedemonians, and to drive the 
yithtmans out or the Sea, had always favoured the 
latter underhand : 1 his he had done, through his 
Regard lor J lei blades, whofe Meafures he en- 
tirely gave into ; and had been the fole Caufe of 
the Lois of the Fleer, by not fupplying ic with the 
necelTary Quantity of Provifions. This Difcourfe 
pleafed'Cw us, who look 'd upon Tifjaphernes as a 
verv bad Man, and his particular Enemy; and he 
ar.fwcred, that the King had given him Orders to 
fupport the Lacedemonians powerfully, and chat 
he had received five hundred Talents for that Pur- 
pofe. Lfander, contrary to the common Cha- 
racter of the Spartans, was fubmiilive and conde- 
scending ^ full of Complaifance for the Great; al- 
ways ready to pay his Court to chem; and having 
always an Eye to his own Advantage, would bear 
all their Haughtinefs, and Vainity, with incredi- 
ble Pa:ience -,~ in which Behaviour, fome People 
make all t c Addrefs, and Merit of a Courtier 

confi.t. 

He did not forget himfelf upon this Occafion j 
but employing all the Flattery, and infinuating 
Addrefs, that the Induftry and Arc of a cornpleat 
Courtier could fuggeft, he perfectly gain'd the 
young Prince's Favour and good Opinion. After 
having p rail eel his Generofity, Magnificence, and 
Zeal tor the Lacedamomans, he delired him to 
give each Soldier and Mariner a Drachma .per 
Day ; to debauch thofe of the Enemy, by that 
Ivleans, and thereby Co puc an End to the War 
the fooner. Cyrus very much approved the De- 
fign i but faid, he could make no Change in che 
King\ Order ; and, that the Treaty with them, 
txprefUy fettled only half a Talent to be paid 
monthly lor each Galley. That Prince however, 
at the Hnrl of a Banquet, which he gave him be- 
fore his Departure, drinking to his Health, and 
prelling him to ask fomething of him, Lyfander 
defired chat an Obo/us a Day might be added to 
the Scamcr.s Pay. This was granted, and he gave 
them four Ubo/t, inltead of three, which they re- 
ceived before, and paid them all che Arrears due 
to them, with a Month's Advance ; giving Ly- 
jandt t ten thou fa nd Untie fa for that Purpofe, that 



to the Party where che Pay was beft. The Ath 
mans, in Defpair upon receiving this News, en 
deavoured to gain the Favour of Cyrus, bv tJ H 
Interpofition of Tifjaphernes ; but he would nr- 
hearken to them, notwithstanding that Satrupa rc ... 
prcfented, that it was not for the King's Inreru't 
to aggrandize the Lacedemonians, but co ball;, rife 
the Power of one Side with that of the other; , 
order to perpetuate the War, and to ruin both by 
their own Divisions. 

Though Lyfander had confiderably weaken'ii 
the Enemy, by augmenting che Pay of the Sea- 
men, and thereby very much hurt their naval 
Power, he durft not hazard a Battle with them; 
through his well grounded Fear of Alcibiades, who 
was a Man of Execucion, had the greater Num- 
ber of Ships, and had never been overthrown in 
any Battle, eicher by vSea or .Land. But after 
cibiades had lefc Samos, to go into Phocea, and 
Ionia, to raife Money, of which he was in Want, 
for the Payment of his Troops ; and had given the 
Command of his Fleet to Antiochus, with exprefs 
Order, not Co fight, or attack the Enemy, in his 
Abfence 5 the new Commander, to make Shew of 
his Courage, and to brave Lyfander, enter'd the 
Port of Ephejus with two Gallies, and after having 
made a great Noife, recired with loud Laughter, 
and an Air of Contempt and Infult. Lyfandcr, 
enraged at this Affront, immediately deCach'd fome 
Gallevs, and went in Purfuit of him : And, as the 
Athenians advanced to fupport dntiochus, he or- 
dered other Gallies of his Side to come on, till 
the whole Fleet arrived by little and little, and 
the Engagement became general on both Sides, 
Lyfander gained the Victory therein ; and having 
taken fifteen of the Athenian Galleys, creeled a 
Trophy : However, Alcibiades, on his Return to 
Samos, went, even into the Port, to offer him Bat* 
tie ; but Lyfander was contented with his Victory, 
and did not chink proper to accept it j fo that he 
retired, without doing any Thing. 

Thrafybu/us at the fame Time, the moft dange- 
rous Enemy he had in his Army, lefc che Camp, 
and went to Athens to accufe him. To enfl^rne 
his Enemies in che City the more, he Cold tlie 
People in a full Aflembly, that Alcibiades had 
entirely ruined both their Affairs, and the Navy, 
by the Licence he had introduced j that he had 
given himfelf up co che moft notorious Debauchees 
and Drunkards, who, from common Seamen, were 
the only Perfons in Credit about him ; that he a- 
ba'ndoned his whole Authority to them, that he 
might be ac Lcifure to enrich himfelf in the Pro- 
vinces, and plunge himfelf there into Intempe- 
rance, and all other infamous Exceflcs, to the Dis- 
grace of Athens, whilft his Fleet was lefc neglected 
in the Face of che Enemies. 

Another Point of Accufacion againft him, was 
taken from che Forts, he had buflc near the City 
of Byzantium, as a Sanctuary and Retreat for him; 
as neither being able or willing to return any 
more co his Country. Hereupon, the Athenians, 
a capricious inconftanc People, gave Credit to chefe 
Impeachments: The Lois of the laft Battle, an J 
the litcle Succtfs fincc his Departure from At hens t 



fundi * tenthoufand Uatick i lor that Purpofe, that initcad of the great and wonderful Actions cx- 

is, about as manv Pifrolcs. petted from him, had encirely funk him in their 

This Bounty filPd che whole Fleet with Ardour Opinions ; and his own Glory and Reputation m*y 

and Alacrity, arid a] moft unmanned the Hncmy's be faid to have occafioncd his Ruin. For he vva* 

fchip i >i the grcatelt Pare of the Sailors deforcing fufpeckd, of not having defired to do, what Fa- 
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,ot done 5 and they could not believe it was not 
in his Power, as they were fully perfuaded, chat 
nothing he had a Mind to do was impolfible to 
him. They made it a Crime in Alcibiades, that 
rhe Rapidity of his Conquefts did not anfwer to 
that of their Imaginations \ not confidering, that 
lie made War, without Money, upon a People, 
who had the great King for their Treafurer, and 
that he was often obliged to quit his Camp, to go 
in Que ft of what was neceflary for the Payment 
and Subfiftence of his Troops. However it was, 
jtlcibiadcs was depofed, and ten Generals nomi- 
nated in his Stead j of which, when he received 
Advice, he retired in his Galley to fome Caftles 
he had in the Thracian Cherfonefus. 

About this Time died Pliftonax, one of the 
Kings of Lacedamonia, and was fucceeded by Pau- 
fanias, who reign'd fourteen Years. The latter 
made a fine Anfwer to one who ask'd, why it was 
not permitted to change any Thing in the ancient 
Cuftoms of Sparta: Becaufe, faid he, at Sparta 
the Laws command Men, and not Men the Laws. 

Lyfa?ider y who intended to eftablifti the Govern- 
ment of the Nobility, in all the Cities which de- 
pended on Sparta, that the Governors of his chu- 
fing might be always at his Di fpofal, from his 
having render'd them independent of their People, 
caufed fuch Perfons of the principal Cities to come 
to Ephefus, as he knew to be the boldeft, the 
moft enterprizing and ambitious. Thefe he placed 
at the Head of Affairs ; promoted to the greateft 
Honours; and raifed to the firft Employments in 
the Army ; rendering himfelf, by that Means, 
fays Plutarch, the Accomplice of all the Crimes 
and Oppreffions they committed, to advance and 
enrich themfelves. For this Reafon they were al- 
was extremely attached to him, and regretted him 
infinitely, when Callicratidas came to fucceed 
him, and took upon him the Command of the 
Fleet. This Admiral was not inferior to Lyfan- 
der, either in Valour, or military Knowledge; 
and was infinitely above him, in point of moral 
Virtue. As fevere to himfelf as others, Proof 
equally againft Flattery and Sloth, and the de- 
clared Enemy of Luxury, he rctain'd the Modelty, 
Temperance, and Auilerity of the ancient Spar' 
tans ; Virtues that began to diftinguifli him par- 
ticularly, as they were not too common in his 
Time. His Probity and Juftice were Proof again it 
all Temptations ; his Simplicity and Uprightnefs 
abhorred all Falihood and Fraud, to which were 



join'd a truly Spartan Noblenefs and Grandeur of 
Soul. The Great and Powerful could not hinder 
themfelves from admiring his Virtue; but they 
were better pleafed with the Facility and Conde- 
fcenfion of his Prcdecellor, who was blind to the 
Injuftice and Violence of their Actions. 

It was not without Mortification and Jealoufy, 
under law him arrive at Ephefus, to take upon 
him the Command; and through a criminal B.ife- 
nef« and Treachery, not uncommon with' thofe, 
who hearken more to their private Ambition than 
the Good of the Publiek, he did him all the ill 
Of rices in his Power. Of the ten thoufand Daricks, 
which Cyrus had given him for the Augmentation 
°t the Sailors Pay, he ret urn *d the Remainder ro 
that Prince, telling Ca/licratidas t that he might 
apply to the King for the Money, and that it 
depended on him to find Means for the Sublicence 
°f his Army. This Anfwer gave him great Trou- 
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ble, and diftrclfcd him exceedingly : I 'or he had 
brought 1.0 Money with him lrom patta, :u,d 
could not refolve ro extort any from the Cities, as 
he found them fufficiently rifled already. 

In thi.s urgent Neceiiit) , a Perfo.t having offer d 
him fifty Talcntt, (that is, hf.y tho-jUnd Lvov, r.s ) 
to obtain a Favour he could not grant with Ju- 
ltice, he rtfufed them. Upon which CLa.'.-dtr, 
one of bib Officers, faid, / would a: <.-*•£ thcut, v*a e 
I in your Plate. And Jo would I, replied the Ge- 
neral, were I in your s. 

He had no other Remedy, there** jre, than to 
go as Lyfander had done, to ask .Yior*cy a r . the 
Crates of the King's Generals and Lieu"- a:i;3> 
for which he was the lea It proper of all .%!.. ..i d. 
Nurtured and educated in the Love of L ucrry, 
full of great and noble Sentiments, and infinitely 
remote from all FJareryand Bafenefb, he was con- 
vinced at Hearr, that it was lefs Evil and Dilho- 
nour for Greeks to be overcome by Grttls, rhan 
fhamefully to make their Court, and beg a: the 
Ga'es of Barbarians, whofe only Merit cunfifted 
in their Gold and Silver. 1 he whole Na ion were 
indeed difgraced by fo mean a Prodi tut ion. 

Cicero, in his (Jffices, draws two v.ry different 
Characters of Perfons emplo) 'd in the Adminiilra- 
tion of Government, and makes the Application 
of them to the two Generals, of whom we have 
been fpeaking. The one, fays he, zealous Lovers 
of Truth, and declared Enemies of all Fraud ; va- 
lue themfelves upon their Simplicity and Candour, 
and do not believe, that it can ever confift with 
Honour to lay Snares, or ufe Artifice. The o- 
thers, prepared to do, or fuffer every Thing, are 
not afhamed of the mean eft Actions and Proftitu- 
tions, provided from thofe unworthy Means, they 
have Reafon to ex peel the Succefs of their Defigns- 
Cicero places Callicratidas amongft the former, 
and Lyfan der among the latter ; to whom he gives 
two Epithets, not much to his Honour, and hardly 
confident with the Spartan Character, when he 
calls him, very artful, and very patient, or rather, 
very complaifant. 

Callicratidas, however, forced by Neccfllty, 
went to Lydia, and repaired immediately to the 
Palace of Cynts j where he ddired that Prince 
might be told, that the Admiral of the Grecian 
Fleet was come to fpeak with him. He was an- 
fiver'd, that Cynts was then at Table, engaged in 
a Party of Pleafure; to which he replied, with a 
modeit Tone and Air, that he was in no Hafte, 
and would wait till the Prince was at Leifure. 
Hereupon, the Guards fet up a Laugh, wonder- 
ing at the honeit Stranger's Simplicity, who had 
fo little the Air of the World in his Behaviour, 
which obliged him to retire. He went, alter- 
wards, thither a fecond Time, and was again de- 
nied Admittance: Upon which he returned to 
Ephefus, loading; thofe with Curfes and Impreca- 
tions, who had iirlt made their Court to Hat Pa- 
naris, and, by their Flattery ard Submillions, had 
taught them to make their Riches a Title and 
Pretence to inlult the relt of Mankind. Addref- 
ling himfelf, at the fame Time, to thole about 
him, he U ore, that alfoon as he returned to Sparta, 
he would ufe his utmoit F.ndeavours to reconcile 
the Gt eels amongft themfeh es, that for the Fu- 
ture, they might become formidable to the /?•/;•- 
Marians, and have no farther Oecal ion for their Aid 
to invade and ruin each other. But that generous 

Spartan, 



316 The HISTORY of 

Spartan, whofe Thoughts were fo noble, and fo 
•worthy the Lm e da moni an Name; and whofe Ju- 
itice, Magnanimity, and Valour, might make 
him vye with the molt excellent and coufummatc 
Citizen, and Patriot, that Greece had ever pro- 
duced, had not the good Fortune to return to his 
Country, nor to apply himfcll to a Work fo grea;, 
and fo worthy of him. 

Caflicratidas, after having gained feveral Victo- 
ries over the Athenians, had at lait purfued Co- 
non, one of dieir Generals, into the Port of Mi- 
tylene, where he kept him block'd up : This was 
in the twenty -fixth Year of the Peioponnefian War. 
Hereupon, Conon feeing himfelf befieged by Sea 
and Land, without Hope of Affillance, and in 
Want of Provifions, found Means to apprize A- 
the/is of the extreme Danger he was in. Extraor- 
dinary Efforts were made therefore, to relieve him ; 
and, in lefs than a Month's Time, a Fleet of an 
hundred and ten Sail was fitted out, on Board of 
which were embark'd all that were capable of bear- 
ing Arms, as well Slaves as Freemen, with fome 
Horfe. At Samos they were join'd by the Allies, 
with forty G allies, and rr.eer'd for the Arginufa, 
Iflands fituate between Cuma and Mitylene. As 
Callicratidas was informed of their Courfe, he left 
Etconice to continue the Siege, with fifty Ships 5 
and put to Sea with an hundred and twenty Sail, 
with Defign to face the Enemy, and prevent their 
relieving Concn. The Right- Wing of the Athe- 
nians was commanded by Protomaccusy and Thra- 
fylus, \\ ho had each fifteen Galleys. They were 
Supported by a fecond Line, with a like Numder 
of bhips, commanded by Lyjtas, and Arifiogenes. 
The Left Wing, Jike the other, drawn up in two 
Lines, was under A. iftoctates, and Diomedon, fup- 
ported by hrajinides, and Pericles. Ihe main 
Body, confuting of near thirty Galleys, amongft 
which were the three Athenian Admirals, was dif- 
pofed in one Line. They had ftrcngthened each 
of their Wings with a fecond Line; becaufe their 
Galleys were neither fo fwift, nor fo eafy to ma- 
nage, as thofe of the Enemy ; fo that there was 
Reafon to fear their getting bei.ween two at the 
fame Time. The Lacedamonians, a. d their Allies, 
who perceived they were interior in Number to 
the Enemy, contented thcmfelves with drawing up 
in one Line, to equal their Front, and for the 
greater Facility of running between the Athenian 
Galleys, and turning nimbly round them. The 
Pilot of Gallic t atidas, daunted at the Inequality, 
ad vi fed him not to hazard the Battle, and to re- 
tire j but he reply'd, that he could not fly without 
Shame, and that his Death was of fmall Impor- 
tance to the Rtpublick. Sparta t faid he, does 
not depend upon one Man. He commanded the 
Ri^ht-Wii g, and Tbrafondas, the Theban, the 
Left. 

ft was terrible to behold the Sea covered with 
three hundred Galleys ready to engage. Never 
had more numerous naval Armies of the Gt eel's 
join'd Battle before. The Ability, Experience, 
and Valour of the Generals who commanded, left 
nothing to drfire; fo that there was Reafon to be- 
lieve, this Battle would decide the Fate of both 
People, and pur an End 10 a War, that had en- 
dured fo long. When the Signals were given, the 
two Armies raifed great Miouts, and began the 
Fight. CaU'u,atidi\ J who, from the Anfwer of 
the Augur;,, expected to fall in the Battle, per- 



Ancient GREECE. 

formed amazing Actions of Valour. He .urau 
the Enemy with incredible Courage and Boldm, 
funk fome of their bhi ps, di fa bled others, [ . 
bi caking their Oars, and piercing their Sides w I:: t 
the Prow or Beak of his Galley . At length I JC 
atcark'd that of Pet iclcs, and made a ihoufaud 
Holes in it - 7 but the latter having hook\J him 
with an Iron Grappling, he found it impoflible 
to dif engage himielf, and was furronnded, in uii 
Inftant, with feveral of the Athenian Vclfels. Hi- 
own was immediately filled with the Enemy, and 
after a dreadful Slaughter he fell dead, rather 
overwhelmed by their Numbers, than vanquifli'J. 
The Right- Wing, which he commanded, hav'i'ur 
lolt its Admiral, was put to Flight. The Lei* 
compoJed of Boeotians, and Eubceans, flill made a 
long and vigorous ' Refiftance j be ng under the 
molt terrible Apprehenfions, of faihrg into the 
Hands of the Athenians, fiom whom they had re- 
volted j but they were at length obliged to give 
Way, and retire inDiforder: 1 he Athenians e- 
recled a Trophy in the Aiginufa. r \ hey iolt how- 
ever, twenty-rive Gallc)s in this battle, but < he 
Enemy more rhan feventy ; of which Number, 
were nine of the ten furniihed by the Lacedemo- 
nians. 

Plutarch equal Is CaJUcratides the Lace da moni an 
General, for his Julrice, Valour, and Magnani- 
mity, with all that had ever render'd therrifeivcs 
worthy of Admiration amongft the Greeks. He 
blames him, however, exceedingly, for hazard- 
ing this Battle at the Arginufa ; and obferves, that 
to avoid the Reproach of having rctir'd out of 
Fear, and through a miftaken Senfe of Honour, 
he had fail'd in the eflential Duty of his Function. 
F or, fays Plutarch, if, (to ufe the Comparison of 
Iphicratei) the light-arm'd Infantry refemble the 
Hands j the Horfe, the Feet j the main Body, the 
Brealt $ and the General, the Head j the General, 
who abandons himfelf raflily to the Impetuofity of 
his Valour, does not fo much negleft and expofe 
his own Life, as the Lives of thofe, whofe Safety 
depends upon his. Our Lacedamonian Chief was, 
therefore, in the Wrong (continues Plutaich) to 
anfwer the Pilot, who adviled him to retire, Sparta 
does not depend upon one Man. For though it be 
true, that Callicratidas, when fighting under the 
Orders of another, cither by Sea or Land, was no 
more than one Man> yet, when commanding an 
Army, all that obcy'd his Orders were collc&ed in 
his Perfon ; and he, in whom fo many thoufands 
might be loft 3 was no longer one Man. Cicero had 
patted the fame Judgment upon him before 'Plu- 
tarch. After having faid, that there were many 
Perfons to be found, who were ready to facrilice 
their Fortur.es, and even Lives for their Country, 
but who, ouc of a falfe Delicacy in Point of Glory, 
would not hazard their Reputation for it in the 
lea ft, he cites the I Example of Callicratidas, who 
anfwer'd thole that adviled him to retreat from 
the Arginufa, That Sparta could jit out another 
Fleet if this were hf, hut for himfelf, he could not 
jly be/01 e the Enemy, without Shame and Infamy. 

We return to the Sequel of the Battle near the 
Aiginufau The Athenian Generals ordcr'd Uner**' 
minei, Tbt afybulus, and fome other Officers, i*> 
rerurn with about fifry Galleys, to take up the 
Wrecks and dead Bodies, in order to their Inter- 
ment, w h i 1ft they rowed on, with the reft, againu 

liteonice, who kept Canon beh'etied before Mitylew 
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he Body j but however, the Pagans, in their Be- 
ief of the Soul's Concern for the Body after Death 5 



ji ;lf a rough Tcmpeft arofe fuddenly, and pre- 
v . liced thc Execution of this Order.^ in the mean 
•v hile, Etconicc having received News of the Dc- 
K;it, and fearing it might occafion an Alarm, and 
i . rro. amongfr. the Troops, fent back thofe who 
brought if, with Orders to return with Wreaths 
of Flowers upon their Heads, and to give our, 
that Callicratidas had gain'd the Victory, and de- 
ftroy'd the whole Athenian Fleet. Upon their Re- 
turn, he ofFer'd Sacrifices of Thankfgi ving ; and 
having made his Troops take fome Refreshment, 
he fent the Galleys away direttly, the Wind be- 
ing fair, and march'd off the Land- Army to Me- 
thymne, after having burnt his Camp. Conon be- 
ing delivered in this Manner from the Blockade, 
ioin'd the victorious Fleet, which returned forth- 
with to Samos. However, when it was known at 
Athens, that the dead Bodies had been left with- 
out Interment, the People were highly enraged, 
and laid the whole Weight of their Refentment 
upon thofe they believed guilty of that Crime. 
The Ancients held it a great one not to provide 
Sepulture for the Dead ; and we may obferve, that 
after all their Batles, the hrft-Care of the Con- 
quered, notwithstanding the Seiife of their Mif- 
fortune, and their greut Affli&ion for a bloody 
Detest, was to demand a Sufpenfion of Arms from 
the Victor, in order to pay their laft Duties to 
thofe, who had fallen in Battle j upon which they 
believed their Happincfs in another Life depended. 
They had little or no Idea of the Refurreclion of 

the religious Regard paid to it, arid the Paffion 
with which they render'd folemn Honours to the 
Dead, fecm to argue, that they had fome confufed 
Senfe of a Refurreclion, which fublilted among 
all Nations, and defcended from the molt ancient 
Tradition, though they could not reafon clearly 

upon that Head. 

Hence arofe the Fury of the People of Athens : 
They immediately nominated new Generals, re- 
tain ining only Conon of the old ones, to whom 
they gave A di mantel and Philoclcs for Collegues : 
Eight Days after which, two of them withdrew 
themfelves, and only fix returned to Athens. The- 
ramencs the tenth General, accufed the other 
Chiefs before the People ; and reprefented them as 
rcfponfible for not bringing off the Dead after the 
Battle ; and to clear himfclf, read the Letter they 
had wrote to the Senate and People, wherein they 
exeufed themfelves, from the Violence of the 
Storm, without charging any Body. This Ca- 
lumny was deteftably vile, as being done in Abufe 
of their Referve, in not mentioning him in their 
Letter, and in not laying a Fault to his Charge, 
of which he mud have appeared the moft guilty. 
The Character of Theramenes docs not appear in a 
good Light, in this fnltance : The Generals, at 
their Return, not being able to prevail, for the 
neeella ry Time to make their Defence, contented 
themfelves with reprefenting, in few Words, the 
State of the Affair \ and appealed for the Truth 
of what they fa id to the Pilots, and all prefent 
when it happened. The People feem'd to receive 
their Excufc favourably, and fo vera I Perfons of- 
fered themfelves for thcirSurties; but it was thought 
"roper to adjourn the Affembly, bccaulc of the 
'•fjhc, and its beinpj the Peoples Cuftom to give 
their Suffrages, by hi ting up of Hands, their lie- 
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folution could not be known ; bcfldcs which, the 
Council were firfc to confider upon what they 
mould think fit to propole to the People. 

The Feaft oiApaturia unexpectedly coming on, 
in which it was the Cuftom to alfcmble b\ Fami- 
lies, the Relations of Theramenes polted feveral 
Perfons in mourning Habits> and maved, in pro- 
per Places, who faid, they were the Kindred or 
thofe, who had been flain in the Battle, and obli- 
ged Callixenes to accufe the Generals in the Senate* 
it was decreed, in Confequence, that as the Ac- 
cufation and Defence, had been heard in the laft 
Aflembly, the People, by their ref peclive Tribes, 
fhould give their Voices, and if the Accufed were 
found guilty, they fhould be punifhed with Death, 
their Eftates confifcated, and the tenth Part con- 
feerated to the Goddefi. Minerva. Some Senators 
oppofed this Decree as unjutt, and contrary to the 
Laws: But as the People, at the Instigation of 
Ca/tixenei, threatned to include the Oppofers in 
the fame Caufe and Crime with the Generals, they 
were fo mean as to defift from their Oppofition, 
and to facrifice the innocent Generals to their own 
Safety, by conferring to the Decree. Socrate- (the 
celebrated Philofopher) was the only one of the 
Senators, that Hood firm, and pcrfifted obftinately 
in oppofing a Decree fo notorioufly unjuft, and fo 
contrary to all Laws. The Orator, who mounted 
the Tribunal in Defence of the General?, lhev. *d, 
That they had failed in nothing of their Duty* 
as they had given Orders, that the dead Bodies 
cc mould be taken up : That if any one was guilty, 
,c it was he, who, being charged with cheleOr- 
" ders, had neglecled to put them in Execution: 
C( But that he accufed no- body ; and that the Tcrn- 
*' peft, which came on unexpectedly, at the very 
<c Inftant, was an unanfwerable Apology, and 
entirely difcharged the Accufed from all Guilt. 
He demanded, th3t a whole Day (hould be al- 
e€ Iow'd them to make their' Defence, a Favour 
" not to be denied to the moft criminal, and that 
" they Ihould be tried feparately. He reprc- 
cs fented that they were not in the lealt obliged 
£< to precipitate a Sentence, wherein the Lives of 
" the moft illuftrious Citizens were concerned ; that 
ts it was in fome Meafure attacking the Gods, to 
e( make Men rcfponfible for the Winds and \Vea- 
u ther ; that they could not, without the molt 
•* flagrant Ingratitude and fnjuftice, put the Con- 
€C querors to Death, to whom they ought to de- 
" cree Crowns and Honours, or give up the Dc- 
*' fenders of their Country to the Rage ot thole 
« who envied them ; that if they did fo, their 
** unjuft Judgment would be follow'd with a iud- 
u den, but vain Repentance, which would leave 
" behind it the fliarpeft Remorfe, and cover them 
** with eternal Shame and Infamy. M The Peo- 
Ie feem'd at firft to be mov'd with thefe Realons ; 
>ut, animated by the Accufers, they pronounced 
Sentence of Death againit eight of the Generals, 
and fix of them, who were prefent, were iei/.M, 
in order to their being carried to Kxccution. On 
this Occafion, one oi them, Diomcdoiu a Perlon 
of great Repute for his Valour and Probity, de- 
manded to be heard. Athenians, faid he, I 
" wifli the Sentence you have pafs'd upon us may 
'* not prove the Misfortune of the Republick; 
t( but I have one Favour to ask of you in Belial t 
'* of my Collegues and myielf; which is, ro ac- 

tc quit us before the Gods, ol the Vows we made 
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to them for you and ourfelves, as we are not 
in a Condition to difchargc them ; for, it is to 
their Protection, invok'd before the Battle, we 
acknowledge we are indebted, for the Victory 
gain'd by us over the Enemy." There "was 
not one good Citizen, who did not melt intoTears 
at this Difcourfe fo full of Goodnefs and Religion j 
and admire, with Surprize, the Moderation of a 
Perfon, who feeing himfelf unjuftly condemn'd, 
did not, however, vent the leait Refentment, or, 
even complain of his Judges ; but was folely 
intent (in Favour of an ungrateful Country, which 
had doom'd him to perifh) upon what he ow'd the 
Gods in common with them, for the Victory they 

had lately obtained. 

The iix Generals were hardly executed, when 
the People open'd their Eyes, and perceiv'd all 
the Horror of that Sentence ; but their Repen- 
tance could not reltore the Dead to Life. Calixe- 
?h's, the Orator, was put in Prifon, and refug'd 
to be heard : Having found Means to make his 
Efcape, he fled to Deceit a, to the Enemy; from 
whence he return 'd fome Time after to Athens, 
where he dy'd of Hunger, univerfally detefted, 
and abhorr'd by all the World, as all falfe Ac- 
cufers and Slanderers ought to be. Diodorus re- 
marks, that the People themfelves were juftly pu- 
niflTd for their Crime by the Gods; who aban- 
don'd them foon after, not to a fingle Matter, but 
to thirty Tyrants, who treated them with the ut- 
moft Rigor and Cruelty. 

The Difpofition of the Populace is very natu- 
rally drawn in this Account; and Plato, upon the 
fame Event, gives rhclr Character in few Words, 
with much Spirit and Refemblance. " The Com- 
monalty (fays he) is an inconftant, ungrateful* 
cruel,fufpiciousAnimal,incapable of fubmitting 
to the Government of Reafon*, which is no 
Wonder (adds he) as it is commonly compos'd 
of the Dregs of a City, and is a monftrous Af- 
femblage, without Form or Order, of all that 
" is worlt in it. 

Amongtt all the Judges, only one, truly worthy 
of his Reputation, the great Socrates, in this ge- 
neral Bafenefs and Perfidy, ftood firm and im- 
moveable; and, though he knew his Suffrage* 
and unaided VoiCe, would be of little or no Con- 
fequencc to the Accus'd, he thought it a juft Ho- 
mage to opprefs'd Innocence j and, that it was 
unworthy of an honeft Man, to govern himfelf 
by the Fury of a blind and frantick People : So 
far may Jultice be abandon'd. We may conclude, 
it was not better defended before the People. Of 
more than three Thoufand Citizens, who com- 
pos'd the Aflembly, two only took upon them 
the Defence of the Generals, Euriptodemus and 
Axiochus. Plato has preferv'd their Names, and 
given that of the latter to the Dialogue, from 
whence Part of thefe Reflections arc extracted. 

Alter the Defeat at the Jrginufa, the Affairs of 
the Ptloponm fiam declining, the Allies, fupported 
by the Credit of Cyrus, fent an Embaffy to Spar' 
t,j t to demand, that the Command of the Fleet 
lhould again be gi ven to Lyfanderj promifing to 
ferve with more Affection and Courage under his 
Orders. As it was contrary to the Laws of Sparta, 
that the fame Perfon mould be twice Admiral j 
f ive Lacedemonians, to facisfy the Allies, gave the 
'1 it It: ol Admiral to one Annus, and fent Ly fonder 
wiih him ; whom, in Appearance, they commif- 
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fion'd only as Vice-Admiral; though, in Effect 
he had all the Authority of the Sup ream Com- 
mand. 

All thofe, who had the greateft Share in the 
Government of the Cities, and were of the higheft 
Authority in them, faw him arrive, with extream 
Joy; promifing themfelves, from his Influence 
the final Subverfion of the Democratick Power! 
His Character of Complaifance to his Friends, and 
Indulgence to all their Faults, fuited much better 
with their ambitiousViews, than the auftere Equity 
oi Collier at idas : For, Lyfa?ider was a Man of the 
moft corrupt Heart ; and glory'd in having no 
Principles, in Point of Virtue, or the moft facred 
Duties. He made no Scruple, to employ Artifice 
and Deceit upon all Occafions; and efteem'd Juf- 
tice, only as far as it ferv'd his Meafures : When 
it did not promote them, he never fail'd to pre- 
fer the ufeful ; which, with him, was laudable 
and excellent 5 being convine'd, Truth had, in its 
own Nature, no Advantage over Falfhood; and 
the Value of either was to be determin'd by the 
Convenience refulting from them: And, forfuch, 
as reprefented to him, it was unworthy the De- 
fendants of Hercules, to make Ufe of Fraud and 
Treachery, he laugh'd at them ; For ( faid he ) 
where the Lion's Skin is ineffectual* it is necejfary to 
add the Fox's Tail to it. 

There is' an Expreflion attributed to him, which 
fufficiently denotes, how fmall an Account he 
made of Perjury. He us'd to fay. Children are 
amufed with Baubles, and Men with Oaths ; mew- 
ing, by fo profefs'd a Mock of Religion, that 
the Gods were more inconfiderable with him than 
his Enemies. For, he who deceives with a falfe 
Oath, plainly declares, in fo doing, that he fears 
his Enemies, but defpifes God. 

Here ends the twenty-fixth Year of the Pelo- 
ponnefian War : In this Year it * as, that young 
Cyrus, dazzled with the unufual Splendor of fu- 
pream Authority, and jealous of the leaft Omif- 
fion, in Point of ceremonial Homage, difcovcr'd 
by a remarkable Action, the Secret of his Heart. 
Brought up, from his Infancy, in the Reigning- 
Houle, nouriftVd under the Shade of the Throne, 
amidft the Submiflions, and Proftrations of the 
Courtiers, entertain'd long by the Difcourfes of 
an ambitious Mother, who idohVd him, in the 
Defire and Hope of Empire, he began already to 
affect the Rights of Sovereignty, and to exact 
the Honours paid it with furpriziog Haughtincfs 
and Rigor. Two Per/Sans of the Royal Family* 
his Coufin-Germans, by their Mother, Sifter to 
his Tat her Darius, had omitted to cover their 
Hands with their Sleeves in his Prefcnce, accor- 
ding to a Ceremonial, obferv'd only to the Kings 
of Per/fa : Cyrus, refenting that 'Neglect as a 
capital Crime, condemn'd them both to die; and 
caus'd them to be executed at Sardis, without 
Mercy. Hereupon, Darius, at whofc Feet their 
Relations threw themfelves, to demand Juftice, 
was very much affected with the tragical End of 
his two Nephews; and look'd upon this Action 
of his Son's, as an Attempt upon himfelf, to 
whom alone that Honour was due. He refolv'd* 
therefore, to take his Government from him, ana 
ordcr'd him to Court, upon the Pretence of being 
<ick f and having a Defire to fee him. 

However, Cyt us, before his Departure, fent (of 
L.y lander to Sardis \ and put into his Hands great 

Sum* 
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Sams of Money for the Payment of his Fleet, 
promifing him ftill more, for the future. And, 
with the Oftentation of a young Man, to let him 
fee how much he defrVd to oblige him, he aflur'd 
him, though the King, his Father, mould ceafe 
to afford him any Supplies, he would furnifh him 
with more, willingly, out of his own Coffers ; 
and, rather than he (hould want the neceflary Pro- 
vifions, he would even caufe the Throne of mafly 
Gold and Silver, upon which he fat in Judgmenc, 
to be melted down. At length, when he was upon 
the Point of fetting out, he impower'd him to 
receive the Tributes and Revenues from the Ci- 
: confided the Government of his Provinces to 



him ; and conjur'd him, with Embraces, not to 
give Battle in his Abfence, unlefs fuperior in 
Force*, becaufe the King neither wanted the Will, 
nor Power, to give him that Superiority over the 
Enemy; promising, at the fame Time, with the 
ftrongelr. Aifurances of Affection, to bring him 
great Number of Ships from Phoenicia^ and Ci- 
ttcia. 

After that Prince's Departure, Ly fonder fail'd 
towards the Hellefpont, and laid Siege to Lamp- 
faau ; Torax, having march'd thither with his 
Land-Forces, at the fame Time, affaulted the City 
on bis Side. The Place was carry'd by Storm, 
and left, by Lyfander, to the Soldiers Mercy. The 
Jthcnians, who follow'd him clofe, came to an 
Anchor in the Port of E/eontum, with an hundred 
and eighty Gallics. But, upon the News of the 
talcing of Lampfacus, they immediately fteer'd for 
Seftos' 9 and, atter having taken in Provifions, they 
Hood away from thence, failing along the Coalt 
to a Place caird JEgoffotamQs\ where they halted 
over-againft the Enemy, who were then at An- 
chor before Lampfacus. The Hdkfpont is not 
about two Thouland Paces broad in that Place. 
The two Armies, feeing themfelves fo near each 
other, expected only to reft that Day, and were 
in Hopes of coming to a Battle the next. 

But Lyfander had another Defign in View : He 
commanded the Seamen and Pilots to go on board 
their Gallies, as if they were, in Reality, to fight 
the next Morning by Break of Day, to hold them- 
felves in Readinefs, and wait his Orders with pro- 
found Silence. He commanded the Land-Army, 
in like Manner, to draw up in Order of Battle on 
the Coait, and wait the Day, without any Noife. 
On the Morrow, aifoon as the Sun was rifen, the 
Athenians began to row towards them, with their 
whole Fleet in one Line, and bid them Defiance. 
Lyfaider, though his Ships were rang'd in Order 
of Battle, with their Heads towards the Enemy, 
lay ftill, without making any Motion. In the 
Evening, when the Athenians withdrew, he did 
not fufter his Men to go afliore, till two or three 
tallies, which he had fent out to obferve them, 
were return'd with Advice, they had fcen the 
Kncmy land : The next Day pals'd in the fame 
Manner, as did the third and fourth. Such a 
ConducT:, which argu'd Fear and Apprehenfi 
°n, extreamly augmented the Security and Bold- 
nefs of the Athenians \ and infpir'd them with an 
excream Contempt for an Army, which Fear, in 
their Opinions, prevented from fhowing them- 
felves, and attempting any Thing. 

Whilft this pafs'tl, dkibiades, who was near 
the Fleet, took Horie, and came to the Athenian 
Generals 5 to whom he reprefcnteclj that they 



kept upon a very difadvantagious Coafr, where 
there were neither Ports, or Cities, in the Neigh- 
bourhood; that they were oblig'd to brii g their 
Provifions from Sef/os, with great Danger and Dif- 
ficulty; and were much in the Wrong, to fuffer 
the Men, affoon as they were afliore, to draggle, 
and difperfe themfelves, as they pleas'd, whilft 
they were fae'd in View by the Enemy's Fleet, 
acculfcom'd to execute the Orders of their General 
with the readieft Obedience, and upon the fligr.tcil 
Signal. He ofFer'd alfo, to attack the Enemy by 
Land, with a ftrong Body of Thracian Troops, 
and force them to a Battle. The Generals, efpe- 
cially, "lydeus, and JShnandcr, jealous of their 
Command, did not content themfelves wirh re- 
futing his Offers (from the Opinion, if the Event 
prov'd unfortunate, the whole Blame would fall 
on them; and, if favourable, Alcibladcs alone 
would have the Honour) but reje£ced alfo a with 
Scorn, his wife and falutary Counfel ; as if a Man 
in Difgrace, loft his Senfe and Abilities, with the 
Favour of the Commonwealth : Alcibiadcs, there- 
fore, withdrew. 

The fitch Day, the Athenians prefented them- 
felves again, and ofFer'd Battle; retiring in the 
Evening* according to Cuftom, with more infult- 
ing Airs than the Days before. Lyfander, as 
ulual, detach'd fome Gallies to obferve them, with 
Orders to return with the utmott Diligence, when 
they law the Athenians landed ; and put up a 
Brazen Buckler at each Ship's Head, nfToon as 
they reach'd the Middle of the Channel- Hi'm- 
fell, in the mean Time, ran through the whole 
Line in his Galley, exhorting the Pilots and Of- 
ficers, to hold the Seamen and Soldiers in Readi- 
nefs to row and fight, on the firft Signal. 

Afioon as the Bucklers were put up in the Ships 
Heads, aud the Admiral-Galley had given the 
Signal, by Sound of Trumpet, the whole Fleet 
fet forwards in good Order. The Land- Army, at 
the fame Time, made all poffiblc Hafte to the 
Top of the Promontory to fee the Battle. The 
Strait that feparates the two Continents in this 
Place, is about fifteen Stadia, or three Quarters 
of a League in Breadth, which Space was prefently 
clear'd, through the Activity and Diligence of the 
Rowers. Conon, the Athenian General, was the 
firft, who, from Shore, difcover'd the Fleet ad- 
vancing in good Order to attack him ; upon which 
he immediately cry'd out for the Troops to cm- 
bark. In the Height of Sorrow and Trouble, fome 
he calPd to by their Names, fome he conjur'd, 
and others he tbre'd to go on board their Gallies; 
but all his Endeavours and Earneftnefs were inef- 
fectual, the Soldiers being difpers'd on all Sides : 
For, they had no fooner gone afliore, than fome 
ran to the Suttlers; fome to walk in the Country; 
fome to flrcp in their Tents; and others had be- 
gun to drefs their Suppers. This proceeded from 
the Want of Vigilance, and Experience in their 
Generals ; who, not fufpefting the leaft Danger, 
indulg'd themfelves in taking their Rcpofe, and 
gave their Soldiers the fame Liberty. 

The Enemy had already fallen on with loud 
Cries, and a great Noife of their Oars \ when, Co- 
non, difengaging himfelf with nine Gallies, of 
which Number was the facrcd Ship, call'd the Pa- 
rattan* flood away lor Cyprus, where he took Re- 
fuge with Evagoras : The VfhponneJ!tw% % falling 
upon the Rett of the Fleet, took immediately the 
' Gal- 
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Gall its which were empty, and di fable J, and dc- 
♦ftroy'd fuch as began Co" fill with Men. The Sol- 
diers, who ran without: Order, or Arms, Co their 
Relief, were cither kilPd, endeavouring to get on 
board, or running away athore, were cut in Pieces 
by the Enemy, who landed in Purluit ot them. 
Lyjwuhr cook three Thou fa nd Prifoners, with all 
the Generals, and the whole Fleet. This done, 
having plunder* J the Camp, and faftcn'd the E- 
nemy ; s Gallics to the Sterns of his own, he re- 
turned to Lampfacus, amidir. the Sound of Flutes, 
and Son£s of Triumph. It was his Glory, to have 
paform'd one of the greatcft military Exploits, 
recorded in Hiitory, with little or no Lofs , and 
to have terminated a War, in the fmall Space of 
an Hour, which had already lafted twenty-feven 
Years; and which, perhaps, without him, had 
been of much longer Continuance. Lyfauder im- 
mediately lent Difpatches with this argeeable News 
to Spji tij. 

The three Thoufand Prifoners, taken in this 
Battle, having been condemn'd to die j Lyfauder 
call'd upon U hi locks, one of the Athenian Gene- 
rals ; who had caused all the Prifoners taken in 
two Gallic.*, the one of Audio , the other of Co- 
rinth, to be thrown from the Top of a Precipice; 
and had formerly perfuaded the People ot Athens 
to make a Decree, for cutting off the Thumbs of 
the Right- Hands of all Prifoners of War, to dif- 
ablc them for handling the Pike, and that they 
might be fk only to ferve at the Oar; and cau- 
fing him to be brought forth, ask'd him, what 
Sentence he would pafs upon himfelf, for having 
induced his City to pafs that cruel Decree. To 
which, Thi!o:!csy without abating of his Pride in 
the leafr, r.otwithftanding the extream Danger he 
was in, made Anfwer; Accufe not People of Crimes, 
nbo i:ai-c ;:o judges', but, as you are Victor, ufe 
your Right, and do by us, as we foould have done 
by you, {/'we had conquered. At the fame Inftant, 
he went into a Bath; put on, afterwards, a mag- 
nificent Robe ; and then march 'd foremoft to the 
Execution. All the Prifoners were put to the 
Sword, except Adamant us, who had oppos'd that 
Decree. 

After this Expedition, Ly fancier went with his 
Fleet to all the maritime Cities; and gave Orders 
for all the Athenians in them to withdraw, affoon 
as poilible, to Athens, without permitting them 
to take any other Rout ; declaring, that, after a 
certain Time rix'd, all fuch mould be puninVd with 
Death, as mould be found out of Athens : This he 
did, like an able Politician, to reduce the City 
by Famine the more cafily, and render it inca- 
pable of futtaining a long Siege. He afterwards 
apply'd himfelf to fubvert the Democratick, and 
all other Forms of Government throughout the 
Cities; leaving in each of them a Lacedamonian 
Governor, call'd Harmofta, and ten Archons or 
Magi Urates, whom he chofe out of the Societies, 
he had cltabliuYd in them. Me fecur'd to himfelf, 
by that Means, in fome iVleafure, the general Go- 
vernment, and a Kind of Sovereignty over all 
Greece; advancing none to Power, but fuch as were 
intircly devoted to his Service. 

When the News of the intirc Defeat of the Ar- 
my came to Athens, by a Ship, which arriv'd in 
the Night at the Piraum, the City was in a uni- 
verfal Con Iter nation. Nothing was heard but 
Cries of Sorrow and Defpair in every Part of it. 
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They imngin'd the Enemy already at their Gates. 
They reprefented to them fe Ives the M if erics of . 
long Siege; a cruel Famine ; the Ruin, and burn- 
ing of their City ; the Infolence of a proud Viflor- 
and the ihameful blavery to which they were about 
to be given up> more afflicting and infupportable 
to them, than the molt fevcre Punifhmcnts, and 
Death itfelf. The next Day the Aflembly was 
fummon'd, wherein it was refolv'd, to (hut up all 
the Ports, one only excepted ; to repair all the 
Breaches in the Walls; and that Guards Ihould be 
pofted, againft a Siege. 

In Effect, Agis, and c Paufanias, the two Kings 
of Sparta, advane'd towards Athens with all their 
Troops ; Lyfa7ider, foon after, came to the Piraum 
with an hundred and fifty Sail and prevented all 
Ships from going in, or coming out. Hereupon, 
the Athenians,^ befieg'd by Sea and Ladd, without 
Provifions, Ships, Hope of Relief, or any Supply, 
re-inltated all Perfons attainted by any Decree; 
without fpeaking the leaft Word of a Capitula- 
tion, however ; though many had already dy'd of 
Famine. But, when their Corn was intirely con- 
fum'd, they fent Deputies to Agis, to propofe a 
Treaty with Sparta, upon Condition of abandon- 
ing all their Pofleffions, the City and Port only 
excepted. He referr'd the Deputies to Laccda- 
mon, as not being empowered to treat with them: 
When they arriv'd at Selafsa, upon the Frontier 
of Sparta, and had made known their Commiffion 
to the Ephori, they were order'd to retire, and 
come with other Propofals, if they expected 
Peace. The Ephori had demanded, that twelve 
hundred Paces of the Wall, on each Side of the 
Piraum, fhould be demolifh'd : Bur, an Athenian, 
For venturing to advife a Compliance, was fent 
to Prifon, and Prohibition made againft: propo- 
fing any Thing of that Kind for the future. 

In this deplorable Condition, I'heramcnes dcclar'd 
in the Aflembly, that, if he were fent to Lyfan- 
der, he would know, whether the Propofal made 
by the Laccdamonians for difmantling the City, 
was intended to facilitate its Ruin, or prevent a 
Revolt. The Athenians having deputed him ac- 
cordingly, he was more than three Months abfent; 
no Doubt, with the View, of reducing them, by 
Famine, to aecept any Conditions, that Ihould be 
offcr'd. On his Return, he told them, Lyfandcr 
had detain'd him all that Time; and, at laft, he 
had been given to undcrftand, that he might ap- 
ply to the Ephori. He was, therefore, fent back, 
with nine others, to Sparta, with full Powers to 
conclude a Treaty. When they arriv'd there, the 
Ephori gave them Audience in the General Af- 
fembly, where the Corinthians, and feveral other 
Allies, efpecially the The bans, infilled, it was ab- 
folutely ncceflary to deftroy the .City, without 
hearkening any farther to a Treaty. But the La- 
ccdamonians, preferring the Glory, and Safety of 
Greece, to their own Grandeur, made Anfwer, they 
would never be reproach'd, with having deftroy'^ 
a City, that had rendered fuch great Services to all 
Greece, the Remembrance of which ought to have 
much greater Weight with the Allies, than the 
Refentmcnt of private Injuries rccciv'd from 
The Peace was, therefore, concluded upon theft* 
Conditions ; " That the Fortifications of the P* m 
'« raum, with the long Wall that join'd that Pott 
« to the City, fhould be demolifh'd ; that the 
(t Athenians ihould deliver up all their Gnlh^' 
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*< twelve only excepted; that they fhould aban- 
«< don all the Cities, of which they had polfefs'd 
9C themfclves, and be contented with their own 
« c Lands and Country ; that they fhould recal 
«* their Exiles, and make a League ofFcniive and 
** de fen five with the Lacedemonians , under whom 
«' they fhould march, wherever they thought fic 
«« to lead them." 

The Deputies, on their Return* were furrounded 
with an innumerable Throng of People* who ap- 
prehended that nothing had been concluded ; for, 
they were not able to hold out any longer, fuch 
Multitudes dying every Day of Famine. The 
next Day, they reported the Succefs of their Ne- 
gotiation 5 the Treaty was ratify'd, notwithftand- 
ing the Oppofition or fome Perfons ; and Lyfander, 
follow'd by the Exiles, enter'd the Fort. It was 
upon the lame Day, that the Athenians had for- 
merly gain'd the naval Battle of Salami's. He 
caus'd the Walls to be demolifh'd to the Sound of 
Flutes and Trumpets* and uith all the exterior 
Marks of Triumph and Rejoicing; as if all Greece 
had, that Day* regain'd its Liberty. So ended the 
Teloponnefian War, after having continued during 
the Space of t*venty-feven Years. 

At the fame Time, Lyfander, without giving 
the Athenians Time to look about them, chang'd 
the Form of their Government intirely; eltablim'd 
thirty Archons, or rather Tyrants, over the City $ 
put a good Garrifon into the Citadel, and left the 
Spartan, Callibius, Harmojles^ or Governor. Agis 
difmifs'd his Troops ; but Lyfander, before he dif- 
banded his, advane'd againft Samos, which he 
prefs'd fo warmly, that it was, at laft, oblig'd to 
capitulate. Then, after having eftablifh'd its an- 
cient Inhabitants in it, he proposal to return to 
Sparta with the Lacedamonian Gailies, thofe of 
the Piraum, and the Beaks of thofe v\ hich he had 
taken. 

He had fent Gylippus, who had commanded the 
Army in Sicily, before him ; to carry the Money 
and Spoils to Lacedamon, which were the Fruit 
of his glorious Campaigns. The Money, without 
reckoning the innumerable Crowns of Gold, given 
him by the Cities, amounted to fifteen Hundred 
Talents; that is, fifteen hundred Thoufand Crowns ; 
but, Gylippus, who carry'd this confiderablc Sum, 
could not rcfift theTemptation of converting fome 
Part of it, to hi6 own Ufe. The Bags were fcal'd 
up carefully, and did not feem to leave any Room 
for Theft. He unripp'd them at the Bottom; 
and, after having taken out of each of them what 
Money he thought fit, to the Amount of three 
Hundred Talents, he few'd them up again very 
neatly, and thought himfelf perfectly fafe : But, 
when he arriv'd at Sparta, the Accounts, which 
had been put up in each Bag, difcovcr'd him. To 
avoid Punifliment, therefore, he banihYd himfelf 
from his Country; carrying along with him in all 
Places, the Dif'grace of having fully'd, by fo bafe 
and fordid an Avarice, the Glory of all his great 
Anions. 

From this unhappy Example, the wifeft, and 
rnoft diftinguifhing of the Spartans, apprehending 
the all-powerful kffecla of Money, which inflavM 
not only theVulgar, but even the greater* of Men, 
?lam'd Lyfander, for having a£tcd fo contradicl- 
JVcly to the fundamental Laws of Sparta ; and 
firmly reprefented to the blphori y how incumbent 
u wa a upon them, to banilh all that Gold and 
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Silver from the Republick; and to lay the heavi- 
eft of Curfes and Imprecations upon it, as the 
fatal Bane of all other States ; introduced only to 
corrupt the wholefome Conftitution of the Spartan, 
Government, which had fupported itfelf fo many 
Ages with Vigour and Profperity. Hereupon, the 
Ephori immediately pafs'd a Decree to prohibit 
that Money ; and ordain'd, that none Ihould be 
current, except the ufual Species of Iron : But 
Lyfandcr's Friends oppofing this Decree, and fpa- 
ring no Pains to retain the Gold and Silver in 
Sparta, the Affair was referr'd for farther Delibe- 
ration. There feem'd, naturally, only two Me- 
thods to be confidcr'd ; which were, either to rnake 
the Gold and Silves Species current ; or, to cry 
them down, and prohibit them abfolutely. The 
Men of Addrefs and Policy found out a third 
Expedient, which, in their Senfe, reconcil'd both 
the others with great Succefs : This was, wifely 
to chufe the Mean, betwixt the vicious Extreams 
of too much Rigour, and too much Neglect. It 
was, therefore, refolv'd, that tl,j new Coin of Gold 
and Silver ihould be folely employed by the pub- 
lick Treafury ; that it fliould only pafs in the Oc- 
cafions and Ufes of the State $ and every private 
Perfon, in whofe PofTellion it Ihould be found, 
fliould be inftantly put to Death. 

A flrange Expedient, fays Plutarch. A a if Ly- 
curgus had fear'd the Species of Gold and Silver, 
and not the Avarice they occafion ; an Avarice, 
lefs to be extinguifh'd, by prohibiting private 
Men the Poffeflion of it, than inflam'd, by per- 
mitting the State to amafs, and make Ufe of it 
for the Service of the Publick. For, it was im- 
portable, whilft Money was in Honour and Efteem 
with the Publick, it fhould be defpis'd in private 
as ufelefs ; and that, People fhould look upon that, 
as of no Value in their domeftick Affairs, which 
the City priz'd, and were fo much concerned to 
have for its Occafions ; bad Cuftoms authoriz'd by 
the Practice and Example of the Publick, being 
a Thoufand Times more dangerous co private Men, 
than the Vices of particular Perfons to the Publick. 
The Lacedemonians, therefore, continues Plutarch, 
in decreeing the Pain of Death, for thofe who 
fhould make Ufe of the new Money in private, 
were fo blind and imprudent to imagine, that pla- 
cing the Law, and Terror of Punifliment, as a 
Guard at the Door, was fufficient to prevent Gold 
and Silver from entering the Houfe : They left 
the Hearts of their Citizens open to the Defire and 
Admiration of Riches ; and introducM thcmfelvcs 
a violent Paffion for amaffing Treafure, in caufing 
it to be deem'd a great and honourable Thing to 

become rich. 

Upon hisHeturn to Sparta, he ferioufly bent 
his Thoughts on executing a Project, which he 
had rcvolv'd many Years in his Mind. At Sparta 
there were only two Families, or rather Branches, 
of the Pofterity of Hercules, who had a Right to 
the Throne. When Lyfander had attain'd that 
high Degree of Power, which his great Actions 
had acquir'd, he began to fee, with Pain, a City, 
whofc Glory had been fo much augmented by hi9 
Exploits, under the Government of Princes, to 
whom he cave Place neither in Valour, or Birth; 
for, he descended, as well as themfclves, from 
Hercules. He, therefore, fought Means to deprive 
thofe two Houfes of the folc Succellion to the 
Crown; and to extend that Right to all the other 
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Branches of the Heraclider ; and even, according 
to fome, to all the Natives of Sparta ; flattering 
himfelf, if this Delign took EfFed, no Spartan 
would be capable of difputing that Honour with 
him ; and, he fhould have the Preference. 

This ambitious Projeft of Lyfander*s (hows, the 
greateft Captains are generally thofe, from whom 
a Republick has moft to apprehend.Thofe haugh- 
ty valiant Spirits, accuftom'd to abfolute Power 
in Armies, bring back, with Victory, a daring 
Loftinefs of Mind, always to be dreaded in a free 
State. Sparta, in giving Lyfander unlimited Power, 
and leaving it for fo many Years in his Hands, did 
not fufficiently confider, nothing is more dange- 
rous, than to confide in Perfons of fuperior Merit 
and Abilities, Employments of fupream Autho- 
rity ; which naturally expofes them to the Temp- 
tation of rendering themfelves independent, and 
abfolute Matters of Power. Accordingly, Lyfan- 
der was not Proof again ft it ; but laid a Scheme 
fecretly to open himfelf a Way to the Throne. 

The Undertaking was bold, and requir'd long 
Preparations : He thought it importable to fucceed, 
without firft making Ufe of the Fear of the Divi- 
nity, and the Terrors of Superftition, to amaze, 
and fubdue the Citizens into a more eafy Difpo- 
fition, to receive what he wanted to have them 
underftand : For, he knew, that at Sparta, as well 
as throughout all Greece, nothing of the leaft Im- 
portance was determine, without previouflv con- 
fulting the Oracle. He tempted the Priefts and 
Prieftefles of Delphos, Dodona, and Jupiter Am- 
nion* with great Prefentsj thongh ineffettually at 
that Time 5 and the latter fent even Ambafladors 
to Sparta, to accufe him of Impiety and Sacri- 
lege; but he extricated himfelf from that bad 
Affair, by his Credit and Addrefs. 

It was neceflary, then, to fee other Engines ae 
Work. A Woman, in the Kingdom of Hontus, 
affirming, flie was with Child by Apollo % had been 
deliver'd, fome Years before, of a Son, to whom 
the Name of Silenus was given % and the greateft 
Perfons of that Nation had difputed the Honour 
of nurfing, and educating him. Lyfander , taking 
this wondrous Birth for the Commencement, and, 
in a Manner, the Foundation, of a Cheat he me- 
ditated, fupply'd the Reft: himfelf, by employing 
a good Number of Perfons, and thole not incon- 
fiderable, to difperfe, by Way of Prologue to 
the Performance, the miraculous Birth of this In- 



fant; whereby, no Affectation appearing in them, 
People were difpos'd to believe it. This being 
done, they brought certain Difcourfes from Del- 
phos to Sparta \ which were induftrioufly fpread 
abroad every-where : That the Priefts 01 that 
Temple had in their Cuftody fome Books of very 
ancient Oracles, which they kept conceal'd from 
all the World j and of which it was not permit- 



ted, either for them, or any Perfons whatfoever, 
to have any Knowledge 5 and that, only a Son of 
Apollo, who was to come in Procefs of Time, af- 
ter having given undoubted Proofs of his Birth to 
thofe, who had the Books in their keeping, was 
to take and carry them away. 

All this being well inculcated, Silenus was to 
prefent himfelf to the Priefts, and demand thofe 
Oracles, as the Son of Apollo ; and the Priefts, who 
were 'in the Secret, as Aftors well prepar'd, and 
fully inftrucled in their Parts, were, on their bide, 
to make the moft exaft and circumftantial En- 
quiry into every Thing j not without affecting 
reat Difficulty, and asking endlefs Queftions, for 
the full Proof of his Birth. At length, as abfo- 
lutely convine'd, that Silenus was the real Son of 
Apollo, they were to produce the Books, and de- 
liver them to him ; after which, this Son of A- 
polio was to read the Prophecies contain'd therein, 
in the Pretence of all the World? and particular- 
ly, that for which the whole Contrivance had been 
cook'd up. % The Senfe of this was, "That, it was 
more expedient, and advantageous for the Spartans, 
to eleel no Kings J or the future, but the moft worthy 
of their Citizens. Lyfander, in Confequence, was 
to mount the Tribunal, to harangue the Citizens, 
and induce them to make this Alteration. Cleon 
of Halicarnaffus, a celebrated Rhetorician, had 
compos'd a very eloquent Difcourfe for him upon 
this Subject, which he had got by Heart. 

Silenus grew up, and repair'd to Greece, in or- 
der to play his Part, when Lyfander had the Mor- 
tification to fee his Fraud mifcany, by the Timi- 
dity and Defertion of one of his principal Actors, 
who broke his Word, and difappear'd the very 
Inftant it was to have been perrorm'd. Though 
this Intrigue had been carry'd on a great While, 
it was tranfafted with fo much Secrefy, to the 
Time it was to have made its Appearance, that 
nothing of it was known, during the Life of Ly~ 
fander. 

It was about the End of the Pehponnefian War, 
that Darius Aothus, King of Per ft a dy'd, after 
a Reign of nineteen Years. Cyrus arriv'd at the 
Court before his Death, and e t aryfatis, his Mo- 
ther, whofe Idol he was, not contented with ha* 
ving made his Peace, notwithftanding the Faults 
he had committed in his Government, prefs'd the 
old King to declare him his Succeffor j after the 
Example of Dprius the Firft, who gave Xerxes 
the Preference before all his Brothers, becaufe 
born, as Cyrus was, after his Father's Acceflion to 
the Throne. But Darius did not carry his Com- 
plaifancc for her fo far : He gave the Crown to 
Arfaces, his cldeft Son by Paryfatis alfo, whom 
Plutarch calls, and bequeathed only* to Cyrus the 
Provinces he held before. 
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RSACES, upon afcending the Throne, 
took the Name of Artaxerxes, and is 
the fame, to whom the Greeks gave 
the Sirname of MNEMON, upon 
Account of his prodigious Memory. 
Being near his Father's Bed, when he was dyin~ 
he ask'd him, a few Moments before he expir\., 
jyhat had been the Rule of his Conduct, during 
jp long and' happy a Reign as his, that he mighc 
follow his Example. It has been (tep./d he) to 
do always what jujlice and Religion required of 
we. Words of deep Scnfe, and well worthy of 
being fet up in Letters of Gold in the Palaces of 
Kings ; to fcecp them perpetually in Mind of what 
°. u ght to be the Guide and Rule of all their Ac- 
tons, ft is not uncommon for Princes, to give 
excellent Inftrudions to their Children, on their 
J eath~BedH; which would be more efficacious, if 



preceded by their own Example and Condutt ; 
without which they are as weak and impotent, as 
the lick Mortal who gives them; and ieldom iur- 
vive him long. 

Soon after the Death of Darius , the new King 
fee out from his Capital for the City of PaJ\tgi»- 
dcs\ in Order to his Coronation, according to 
Cuftom, by the Priefts of Pcrfia. There was, in 
that City, a Temple of the Goddefs who prodded 
in War, in which the Coronation was folemniz'd. 
h was attended with very fingular Ceremonies, 
which, no Doubt, had fome mylrcrious Senfe ; 
though Plutarch docs not explain of what Kind. 
The Prince, at his Confecration, diverted himielf 
of his Robe in the Temple, and put on that worn 
by the ancient Cyrus, before he came to theThrone; 
which was prelcrv'd in that Place with great Ve- 
neration. After this, he eac a dry Fig, chew'd 

fame 



fome Leaves of the Turpentine-Tree, and drank 
:i Draught, composed of Milk and Vinegar. This 
might iignify, that the Sweets of fovereign Power 
are mingled with the Sowres of Care and Difquiet; 
and that, it* the Throne be furrounded with Plea- 
Jures and Honours, it is no lei's attended with 
Pains and Anxieties. It feems fufficiently evident, 
that they intended, in putting the Robe of Cytv* 
upon the new King, to give him to under- 
lie nd, that he thould alfo cloathe his Mind with 
the great Qualities, and extraordinary Virtues of 
that Prince. 

Young Cyrus, abandoned to his Ambition, was 
in Del pair, upon being forever prevented from 
aicenuiag a Throne, of which his Mother had 
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given him Hopes; and, on feeing the Sceptre, 
which he thought his Right, transferr'd into the 
Hands of his Brother. The blackelr. Crimes coft 
the Ambitious nothing : Cyrus, therefore, refolv'd 
to aifallinate At taxei xes in the Temple itfelf, and 
in the Pre fence of the whole Court, juft when he 
cook oft his own Robe, to put on that of Cyrus: 
However, Artaxerxes was appriz'd of this Defign 
by the Prieft himfelf, who had educated his Bro- 
ther, to whom he had imparted it; whereupon, 
Cm us was feiz'd, and condemn'd to die; when 
his Mother Fatyfatis, almoft out of her Senfes,. 
ilew to the Place ; clafp'd him in her Arms ; ty'd 
forfeit" to him with theTrelTes of her Hair ; falten'd 
hwr Neci: to his; and, by her Shrieks, Tears 5 and 
Pravcr-s prevailed for his Pardon, and that he 
thould be lent to his Government of the maritime 
Provinces. He carry'd thither with him an Am- 
bition no lefs ardent than before j and was ani- 

bsfides, with Rage for the Check he had 
r^cciv'd, a:.d the warm Defire of Revenge; and 
arm'd with an almotr unbounded Power. Artax- 
(/:■,. j, upon th s Occaiion, aftcd contrary to the 
mo:: et::.mo:. Rule: ot Policy, which do' not ad- 
he i.nur.llii'ig arid inflaming, by extraordi- 
\\>y the IViJe and Haughtincfs, of a 

• ■- r F n *i , g )" oun g Prince, like Cyrus ; 
Li: ptrlonal Enmity to his Brother 
:.o : > ha*, e JtlolvM to ami i fin ate him with 
i i li'.J- i a:.d v. hole Ambition for Empire 
; . r, ; put him upon ufing the moft cri- 
it* : r ,mu!.c • ior ike Attainment of it. 

. :. , !. • i clpou:'d Sr.itira, a Lady of 
,__.ih \, a d excj'jifitc Beauty: Scarce had 
u amended the Throne, when (he em- 
:: e V'i «.r her Beauty gave her over him, 
.u-'fre lb-' Ocath of her Brother Tcriteuchmes. 
ii..lor\ h...i not a more tragical Scene, nor a 
n.< re rr. v.AUuw. (.</mplinuion of Adultery, Inccfr, 
ar. ; Muuierj h, at.er having occafion'd great 

Ojor-Lr- in the Ko\al Family, terminated, at 

j • wth, :;. ti e moll lata 1 Manner, to all who had 
. Sh.tse ii ic hut it is neceffary, for the Rca- 
1 1 *..'■> Ivnov. ledge of the Fact, to trace it from the 

JliJ.ii a< h Father of Stati/a, a Perfian of very 
{.tea' Qv-diu*, was Governor of one of the prin- 
ted J'rfv n.ees of the Empiiej and Stat ir a was 
;i f,a-h u\ (.x'raordinary Heauty, which indue'd 
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There was, at the fame Time, another Sifter \ ti 
this Family, no lefs beautiful than Statira ; am! 
who, befides, excel I'd in the Arts of drawing the 
Bow, and throwing the Dart. Teriteuchmcs, her 
Brother, conceiv'd a criminal Paflion for her; and, 
to gratify it, refolv'd to free himfelf from all Im- 
pediments, by killing Hamcftt is, whom he had 
efpous'd. But, Darius, having been inform'd of 
this Deiign, by the Force of Prefents and Promifcs, 
engag'd Udiaftcs, the intimate Friend and. Confi- 
dent of Teriteuchmcs, to prevent fo black a Defigrr 
by afTailinating him. He obey'd, and had, for hij 
Reward, the Government of him he had aflafiinatcd 
with his own Hands. 

Amongft the Guards of Teritcuchmcs, was a Son 
of Udiaftes, call'd Mithri dates, very much attach 'd 
to his Matter : This young Nobleman, upon hear- 
ing his Father had committed this Murder in Per- 
fon ; utter'd all Manner of Imprecations againft 
him, and full of Horror for fo infamous and vile 
an Action, feiz'd'on the City of Zaris, and openly 
revolting, declar'd for the Eftabliftiment of the 
Son of Teritcuchmes. But that young Man could 
not hold out long again It Darius : He was block'd 
up in the Place, with the Son of Teriteucbmes, 
whom he had with him ; and all the Family of 
Hidanies were put in Prifon, and deliver'd to 
Paryfatis, to do with them, as that Mother, ex- 
afperated to the laft Degree, by the Treatment 
either done, or intended againft her Daughter, 
Hameftris, mould thin?., lit. Accordingly, that 
cruel Princefs began, by caufing Roxana, whofe 
Beauty had been the Occafion of this Mifchief* to 
be faw'd in two; and order'd all the Reft to be 
put to Death, except Statira ; whom flie granted 
to the Tears, and the moft tender, and ardent 
Sollici rations of Ar faces : Whofe Love for his Wife 
made him fpare no Pains for her Prefer vation ; 
though Daiius, his Father, believed it neceffary, 
even for the Good of faces himfelf, that (he 
fliould lhare the fame Fate with the Reft of her 
Family : Such was the State of the Affair, at the 
Death of Darius. 

In Effecl, Statira, affoon as her Husband was 
upon the Throne, caus'd Udiajies to be deliver'd 
into her Hands; order'd his Tongue to be torn out; 
and made him die in the moft exquihtc Torments 
flic could invent, to punilh the Crime which had 
occafion'd the Ruin of her Family. She then 
gave his Government Co Mithriclates, in Recom- 
pence for his Attachment to the Intercfts of her 
Houfe : On the other Hand, Paryfatis cook her 
Revenge on the Son of Tet iteuebmes, whom flie 
caus'd to be poifon'd ; and we fhall fee Statira's 
Turn was not very far off. We fee here the ter- 
rible EiTiCts of Female Revenge; and, in general, 
to what Exec ires they are carry'd, who find them- 
felves above Laws, and have no other Rule for 
their Aclions than their Will and Pleafure. 



7/ /,;.«.' / :m s<. ho v. a;; t hen call'd sirficcs, to marry 
, At t he fame Time, r l\i ittiuhmcs, Brother of 
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.V,'. ttttii, m.iri') d ll.fnifit n, Siller of jfrfaccs, one 
<,\ luc Jac. 'i • i » <>l Jj.h .'/m and Patyfatis \ on 
Ac'oiu.t Hi v. .in h M;jj i iajie, 7 ctitutchmvsy upon 
1 i.. f .ci.v.1 " 1., had IjiL ( #o» eminent given him. 



To return from whence we have digrefs'd, Cjh 
, having refolv'd to dethrone his Brother, em- 
ployed C/t'tirchus, the Lacedemonian General, to 
raile a Body of Grecian Troops, under Pretence 
of a War, which the Spartan was to carry on in 
Thrace. We fhall defer fpea Icing of this famous 
Expedirion, and .alfo of the Death of Socrates, 
which happened about the fame Time; intending 
to treat of thofe two great blvcnt.s, in iiaainplc a 
Manner as rhcy defer ve. It waa, without Uoubt, 
with the lame View, Cyrus p relented LyfamU'i a 



I 

1 



PERSIANS and GRECIANS. 



325 



IralJey oF two Cubits in Length, made of Ivory 
. lU d Gold, co congratulate him upon his naval 
Victory. That Galley was confecrated to Apollo, 
jn the Temple of Delpkos : Lyf under wenc foon 
after to Sardis, charged with magnificent PrefenCs 
for Cyrus, from the Allies. 

It was upon thac Occafion, Cyrus had that cele- 
brated Converfation with Lyfander, related by 
Xcnophon-y which Cicero, after him, has thought 
fit to cite. Thac young Prince, who valu'd 
himfelf more upon his Gallantry and Politenefs, 
than Nobility and Grandeur, took a Plcafure in 
conducting in Perfon fo iliuftrious a Gueft, through 
his Gardens, and making him obferve the various 
Beauties of them. Lyfander, ftruck with fo fine 
a Profpcct, admir'd the Manner in which the fe- 
veral Parts were laid out, the Height and Pro- 
jection of the Trees 5 che Neacn efs and Difpofition 
of the Walks ; the Abundance of Fruits, planted 
with an Art which had known how co unite the 
ufcful wulf the agreeable ; che Beauty of the Par- 
terres, and the dazzling Variety of Flowers, ex- 
haling fweet Odours, on all Sides, throughout the 
charming Scene. Every Thing charms and tran- 
sports me in this Place, faid Lyfander, add re fling 
himfelf to Cyrus 5 but what, fir ikes me mo/1, is the 
exquijite Tape, and elegant hidufiry of the Perfon, 
who drew the Plan of the fever at Parts of this Gar- 
den, and gave ft that fine Order, wonderful Difpo- 
Jition, and happinefs of Symmetry, which I cannot 
fufficiently admire. Cyrus, infinitely pleas'd with 
this Difcourfe, repiy'd* It was Lthat drew the 
Plan, and entirely marked it out ; and not only that, 
but many of the Trees, which you fee, were planted 
with my own Hands. What, reply'd Lyfander, 
viewing him from Head to Foot, is it pojfible, 
with thefe purple Robes, and fplendid Fejiments, 
thofe Strings of Jewels, ajid Bracelets of Gold, 
thofe Buskins fo richly embroidered, that you could 
play the Gardiner* and employ your royal Hands in 
planting Trees ! Does that fur prize you, faid Cyrus , 
Ifwear bt the God Mithras, that when my Health 
admits, 1 never fit down to Table, without having 
made myfelf fweat, with Fatigue, either in mili- 
tary Toils, rural Labour, or fome other toilfome 
Employment, wherein I exercife my f elf with P lea- 
fur e, and without fparing myfel) : Whereupon, 
Lyfander was amaz'd at this Difcourfe, and pref- 
fing him by the Hand, faid ; Tou well deferve, 
Cyrus, your high Fortune, who join Virtue fo wifely 
therewith. 

Alcibiades found no Difficulty to difcover the 
Myftery of the Levies made by Cyrus ; and went 
into the Province of PharnabaJ'us, defigning to go 
to the Court of Perfia, and to apprize Artaxerxes of 
the Scheme laid againft him. Had he arrived 
there, a Difcovcry of fuch Importance had infal- 
libly procured him the Favour of that Prince; 
and the Afliftance he wanted for the Re-cftablifh- 
rnent of his Country : But the Lacedamonian Par- 
tifans at Athens, that is to fay, che Thirty Ty- 
rants, apprehended the Intrigues of fo fuperior a 
Genius, and rcprefented to their Matters, that 
they were inevitably ruin'd, if they did not find 
Cleans to rid thcmfclves of Alcibiades. The La- 
c cd^nionians, thereupon, wrote to Pharnabafus, 
and with an abject Menncfs, not to be excufed, 
a id which (hew'd how much Sparta had degenerated 
hom 1 its ancient Manners, made pre ill tig Inftanees 
tl > him, to deliver them, at any Rate, from fo 



formidable an Enemy. The Satrapa comply'd to 
their Wifh : Alcibiades was then in a fmall Town 
of Phrygia, where he lived with his Concubine 
Timandra. Thofe who were fenc to kill him, not 
daring to enter his Houfe, contented themfeives 
with furrounding, and fetting it on Fire : And 
Alcibiades, having quitted it, by Reafon of the 
Flames, with his Sword in his Hand, the Barba- 
rians were afraid to ftay, or to come to Blows with 
him ; but flying, and recreating as he advanced, 
they fhower'd a Multitude of Darts and Arrows 
upon him, at a Diftance, fo that he fell dead upon 
the Spot. Hereupon, Timandra took up his Body, 
and having adorn'd and cover'd it with the fineft 
Robes (he had, made as magnificent a Funeral for 
ic, as her prefent Condition would admit. 

Such wa* che End of Alcibiades whofe great 
Virtues were eclipfed, and render'd of no Service, 
by greater Vices. Ic is not eafy to fay, whether 
his good or bad Qualities were moft pernicious to 
his Country j for with the one he deceived his Ci- 
tizens, and with the other he opprefs'd them. In 
him diftinguilh'd Valour was united with Mobility 
of Blood : He was handfome, well made, elo- 
quent, of great Ability in Affairs, infinuacing, 
and form'd for charming all Mankind. He lov'd 
Glory ; buc wichouc Prejudice to his Inclination 
for Plea fu re ; nor was he fo fond of Pleafure, as to 
neglect his Glory for it. He knew how to give 
into, or abltraft himfelf from ic, according co che 
Sicuacion of his Affairs. Never was a Genius of 
equal Ductilicy wich his; he mecamorphofed him- 
felf wich incredible Facility, like a Proteus, into 
the molt contrary Forms j and fupported them all 
with as much Eafe and Grace, os if each had been 
natural to him. 

This Convertibillity of Character, according 
to Occafions, the Cuftoms of Countries, and his 
own Interefts, difcover an Hearc void of Principles* 
without either Truth or Juftice. He did not con- 
fine himfelf eicher to Religion, Virtue, Laws, 
Duties, or his Country. His fole Rule of Aclion 
was his private Ambition, to which he made e- 
very Thing elfe fubfervienc. His Aim was to 
pleafe, to dazzle* and be belov'd ; but, ac che 
lame Time, to fubjeel thofe he footh'd : He fa- 
vour'd chem only, as chey ferv'd his Purpofcs j and 
made his Correfpondence and Friendftiip, a Means 
for gaining his own Ends, in every Point. 

His Life was a perpetual Mixture of Good and 
Evil : His Sallies for Virtue were ill fultain'd, and 
quickly degenerated into Vices and Crimes, very* 
little to the Honour of that greac Philofophcr, who 
took no fmall Pains to cultivate him into a Man of 
Worth. His Actions were glorious; buc withouc 
Rule or Principle : His Character was elevated and 
grand, but unconnected and inconfiilent : He was 
luccelHvcly the Support and Terror of the Lace- 
damonians and Per pans ; and was cither the Mil- 
fortune or Refuge of his own Country, according 
to his declaring for or againft it. In Ihorc, he 
was the Author of an univerfal, and dcltru£tivc 
War in Greece, from the fole Motive of Com- 
manding j by inducing the Athenians to befiege 
Syracujc, much lefs from the Hope of conquering 
Sicily, and afterwards Africa, than with Defign 
of keeping Athens dependent upon himfelf; con- 
vinced that having to deal with an inconftanc, fu- 
fpicious, ungraceful, jealous People, averfe to thole 

chat governed, it was necolfary to employ them 
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continually in fomc grc.it Affair, in order to make 
his Services always nccelfary to them, and that 
they might not be at Lei lure to examine, cenfure, 
a.id condemn his Conduct. 

He had the Fate generally experienced by Per- 
fons of his Character, and of which they cannot 
realonably complain. He never lov'd any one, 
his own l'r.tercft being the Motive of all his Acti- 
ons 5 nor ever found a Friend: He made it his 
Merit and Glory to deceive all all Men; and no 
Body confided "in, or adher'd to him. His folc 
View was to live with Splendor, and to lord it uni- 
vcrlally ; and he perinVd mifcrably, abandon'd by 
the whole World, and oblig'd, ac his Death, to 
the Services and Zeal of only one Woman, for 
tht hit Honours rendered to his Remains. 

In the mean while, the Council of Tbh ty y cfta- 
blilrVd at Athens by L\ fancier , committed the molt 
execrable Cruelties': On Pretence of retraining the 
Multitude within their Duty, and to prevent Se- 
ditions, they had caufed Guards to be ailign'd them, 
had arm'd three Thoufand of the Citizens for that 
Service, and at the fame Time difarm'd all the 
reft. The whole City was in the utmoft Terror 
and Difmay : Whoever oppofed their Injuftice and 
Violence, " became the victims of them : And 
Riches were a Crime, that never fail'd of draw- 
ing a Condemnation upon their Owners, always 
follow 'd with Death, and the Confiscation of Goods; 
which the Thirty Tyrants divided amongft them- 
felves. They put more People to Death, fays 
Xcnopbon, in eight Months Peace, than the Ene- 
my had done in a War of thirty Years. 

The two moft confiderable Perfons of the Thirty 
were Critias zn&Theramencs ; who at firit lived in 
great Union, and always acted in Concert with 
each other. The latter had fome Honour, and 
loved his Country : When he faw with what an 
Excefs of Violence and Cruelty his Collegues be- 
haved, he declafd openly againft them, and there- 
by drew their Refcr.tment upon him. Critias be- 
came his moft mortal Enemy, and acted as Infor- 
mer againft him before the Senate, accufing him 
of difturbing the Tranquillity of the State, and of 
defigning to fubvert the pre fen t Government. As 
he perceived, that the Defence of Theramcnes was 
heard with Silence and Approbation, he was a- 
fraid, that if the Affair was left to the Decifion 
of the Senate, they would acquit him : Having, 
therefore, caufed a Band of young Men, whom 
he had arm'd with Poniards, to advance to the Bar, 
he faid, that he thought it the Duty of a fuprcme 
Magiftrate, to prevent Jufticc from being furpriz'd; 
and that he Ihould act accordingly upon this Oc- 
calion. " But, continu'd he, as the Law does not 
€C admit, that any of the three Thoufand fhould 
0 be put to Death, without the Confent of the 
" Senate, I exclude Theramcnes from that Num- 
* c ber, and condemn him to die, in Virtue of my 
4 * own and my Collegues Authority. f> Thcra- 
imnes upon thele Words, leaping upon the Altar; 
*' 1 demand, faid he, Athenians, that I may be 
'< tried according to the Laws; which cannot be 
" relufed me, without manifeft Injuftice. Not 
" that I imagine, that the Good ne k of my Caufc 
«' will avail me arty Thing, or the Sanction of 
** Altars protect mc; hut 1 would (hew, at leaft, 
*' 'hat my Knemies refpecr neither the Gods nor 
•< Men. What mod aftoniihes me in, that Per- 
14 fon:. of your Wildom do not lee, that your own 



" Names may as eaiiiy be 'I ruck out: of the i 
" or the Citizens, as that oi' Tbct amc/* ** Cm. 
then ordered the Officers of Jufticc m pull h 
down from the Altar: An univerfal adence ai, ' 
Terror enfued. upon the Sight or the arm'd .bo- 
diers, that furrounded the Senate. Or all the Se 
nators, only Socrates, whofe Pupil Thcramems had 
been, took upon him his Defence, andoppoicd the 
Officers of Jultice: But his weak Endeavours could 
not deliver Thci amencs ; who was led to the Place 
of Execution, notwithstanding ail he could do, 
through Crowds of the Citizens, who faw with 
Tears in the Fate of a Man equally considerable 
for his Love of Liberty, and the great Services he 
had done his Country, what they had Co fear them- 
felves. When they prefented him the Hemlock, 
that is, the Poifon (which was the Manner of put- 
ting the Citizens of Athens to Death) he took ic 
with an intrepid Air, and after having drank it, 
he threw the Bottom upon theTable, after the ufuai 
Manner obferved in Feafts on publick Rejoycings, 
faying : This for the Noble CriTi AS. Xcnophon 
relates this Circumftance, inconsiderable in itfelf, 
to" ftiew, fays he, the Tranquillity of Theramenes 

in his lait Moments. 

The Tyrants, deliver'd from a Collegue, whofe 
Prefence alone was a continual Reproach to them, 
no longer obferved any Meafures. Nothing pafs'd 
throughout the City but Imprisonments and Mur- 
ders : Every body trembled for themfclves or their 
Friends : The general Defolation had no Remedy, 
nor was there any Hope of regaining their Li- 
berty : Where were then as many Deliverers as 
they had Tyrants ? Terror had taken entire PofTef- 
fion of their Minds; whilft the whole Ciry de- 
plor'd, in Secret, their Lofs of Liberty, without 
having one amongft them generous enough to at- 
tempt the breaking of their Chains. The Athenian 
People feem'd to have loft chat Valour, which till 
then had made them awful and terrible to their 
Neighbours and Enemies : Nay, they feem'd even 
to have loft the very Ufe of Speech ; not daring 
to vent the leaft Complaint, left it Ihould be made 
a capital Crime. Socrates only continu'd intrepid : 
He comforted the afflicted Senate ; animated the 
defponding Citizens ; and fet all Men an admir- 
able Example of Courage and Refolution ; pre- 
fer ving his Liberty, and erecting his Head, in the 
Midft of thirty Tyrants, who made all elfe trem- 
ble ; but could never (hake the Conftancy of So- 
crates with their Menaces. Critias, who had been 
his Pupil, was the firft to declare moft openly a- 
gainft him, taking Offence at his free and' boh! 
Difcourfcs, even againft the Government of the 
Thirty. He even Went lb far as to prohibit hi* 
inftructing the Youth; but Socrates, who neither 
acknowledged his Authority, nor fcar'd the vio 
lent Effects of it, paid no Regard to fo unjuft an 
Order. 

All the Citizens of any Consideration in -Jthwu 
and who retain'd a Love of Liberty, quitrci 
a Place reduced to fuch a hard and fliamehn 
Subjection, and fought elfewhere an Afylum and 
Retreat, where they might live in Safety : At the 
Head of thefe wwThrafybulus, a Per fori of extra 
ordinary Merit, who beheld, with the moft liven 
Affliction, the Miferies of his Country. The / < 
cccUmonians had the Inhumanity, to endeavour i" 
deprive thofe unhappy Fugitive.'! of (his l:ift k« 
fuge : They publihYd an Jldid to prohibit- the * 1 
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^ of Greece from giving rhem Shelter; decreed 
lint r hey mould be deliver Yi up co the thirty Ty- 
r;ii»rs r and condemn'cl all fuch as fliould contra- 
vene the execution of this Kdict, to pay a Fine of 
fivt: Talents. Only two Cities rejected, with Dif- 
(laiin, fo unjufl: an Order, Megara-Atid Thebes $ the 
latter of which made a Decree, to ptinifh all Per- 
fons whatfoevcr, that fliould fee an Athenian at 
fjiekM by his Enemies, without doing his utmolt 
to ailift him: And Lyfxas, the Syracujian Orator, 
v/ho had been banifh'd by the Thirty, raifed five 
hundred Soldiers, at his own Expence, and fent 
them to the Aid of the common Country of Elo- 
quence. 

Thrafybulus, who join'd them, loft no Time: 
After having taken Phyla, a fmall Fort in Attica, 
he march'd to the Piraum, of .which he made 
himfelf Mafter. The Thirty flew thither with 
their Troops, and a Battle, fufficiently fierce, en- 
fued. But as the Soldiers, on one Side, fought 
with Valour and Vigour for their Liberty, and on 
the other with Indolence and Neglect, for the 
Power of others the Succefs was not doubtful, 
but folio w'd the better Caufe : The Tyrants were 
overthrown ; Crittas was left upon the Place ; and 
as the reft of the Army were betaking themfelves 
to Flight, Thrafybulus cried out ; t€ Wherefore do 
" you fly from me as from a Victor, rather than 
<f alH ft me as the Reftorer of your Liberty ? We 
« are not Enemies, but Fellow-Citizens ; nor have 
" we declared War againft the City, but again ft 
" the Thirty Tyrants. " He continued with bid- 
ding them remember, that chey had the fame 
Origin, Country, Laws, and Religion ; exhorting 
them to companionate their exil'd Brethren, fuflFer 
them to return to their Country, and to re-affume 
themfelves their native Liberty. This Difcourfc 
had fuitable EfTe&s: The Army, upon their re- 
turn to Athens, expell'd the Thirty, and fubititutcd 
ten Perfons to govern in their Room, whofe Con- 
duel, however, proved no better than theirs. 

It is a Matter of Surprize, that fo fudden, fo 
univerlal, fo perfevering, and fo uniform a Con- 
fpiracy, againft: the publick Good, fhould actuate 
the feveral Bodies of Perfons cftabliflTd in the 
Adminiftration of this Government. This we 
have feen in the Four hundted, formerly chofen 
by Athens ; again, in the Thirty , and now in the 
Ten. And what augments our Wonder is, that 
this Paflion for Tyranny (hould polfefs, fo imme- 
diately, Republicans, born in the Bofom of Li- 
berty, accultom'd to an Equality of Condition, 
on which it is founded, and principled from their 
carlicft Infancy, in an Abhorrence of all Subjection 
and Dependency. There muft be fome irreiiftible 
Charms, on one Side, in Power and Authority, 
thus to draw in fo many Perfons, of whom many, 
no doubt, were not without Sentiments of Virtue 
and Honour, and to fupprefs, fo inftantancoufly, 
iliofemoral Principles, naturally inherent in them; 
•J'hI, on the other Side, a violent Propcnfity in the 
Mi ml of Man to fubjedt his Equals, to rule over 
them irnperiouflv, to carry him on co the laft Ex- 
tefres of Opprcflion and Cruelty, and to make him 

forgot, at oncc, # all Laws, Mature, and Reli- 
gion. 

I he Thirty being fallen from their Power and 



raur.s were not re cft.ibl iflrd. But King Puujuniar , 
inov'd with Companion lor the deplorable Condi- 
tion, to which a City, once fo flour if hi n£, wavrc- 
du»;YJ, had the Generoficy co favour the j4.hcni.*n.s 
in Secret, and at length obtaii.'d a Peace J or th<- rn. 
it was feal'd with the Blood of the Tyrants, u no, 

having taken Arms to re-inftate them. el v. s i.. t:*-e 
Government, and being prefent at a* Parle) for 
that Purpofe, were all put to the Sword, and left 
Athens in the full Poflcflion of its L: xrty. All the 
Exiles were recali'd ; and Thrafybutas at th it Time 
propofed, the celebrated Am nefty, by which the 
Citizens engag'd, upon Oath, finally to bury in 
Oblivion all paft Traductions. T.Js done, the 
Government was re-eftablilh'd upon its ancie:.: 
Foot, the Laws reftor'J to their priftine Vigour, 
and Magiftrates elected with the ulual Forms VV e 
cannot forbear obferving, in this Place, the VVif- 
dom and Moderation ot Thrafybulus, fo falutary 

and effential after fo long a Continuance ot do- 
meftick Troubles. This "is one of the fined In- 
vents in ancient Hiftory, worthy the Athenian Le- 
nity and Benevolence; and has fer\'d as a Model 
to lucceilive Ages in all good Governments. 

Never had Tyranny been more cruel and Bloody 
than that the Athenians had lately fta[.en off: hvery 
Houfe was in Mourning; every Family hewaii'J 
the Lofs of fome Relation. It had been a Senes of 
publick Robbery and Rapine, in which Licence 
and Impunity had authoriz'd all Manner of Ci .me*. 
The People feem'd to have a Rig;it, to demand 
the Blood of all Accomplices, in fuch notorious 
Malverfations ; and the fntereft ot the Stare, to 
authorize fuch a Claim ; that by exemplary se- 
verities, fuch black Proceedings might be prevent- 
ed for the Future. But thrafybulus, riling above 
thofe Sentiments, from the Superiority of his more 
extenfive Genius, and the Views of a more diilin- 
guilhing and protound Policy, forefaw. that bv 
giving Way to the Punifhment of the Guilty, eter- 
nal Seeds of Difcord and Enmity would remain 5 
which would weaken that Republick by domeftick 
Divifions, which it was necelfary to unite againft 
the common Enemy 5 and occafion the Lois to 
the State of a great Number of Citizens, who 
might render it important Services, from the View 
itfelf of making Amends for paft Misbehaviour. 

Such a Conduct, after great Troubles in a State, 
has always fcem'd, with the ableft Politicians, the 
moft certain and ready Means to reltore the pub- 
lick Peace and Tranquility. Cicero, when Rome 
was divided into two Factions upon the Occafion 
of Cafar'b Death, who was kilTd by the Com pi- 
rators, calling to Mind this celebrated Amneity, 
propofed, after the Example of the Athenians, 
to bury all that had parted in eternal Oblivion. 
Cardinal Mazarine obferv'd to Den Lewis de 
Haro, prime Minifter of Spain, that this gentle 
and human Conduct in France, had prevented the 
Troubles and Revolts of that Kingdom, from 
having any fatal Confequcnces, and that the Ring 
had not lolt a Foot of Land by them to that D.\y ; 
whereas the inflexible Severity of the bpaniatds, 
occafionM, that the Subjects of chat Monarchy, 
whenever they threw off the Mask, never returned 
to their Obedience, but by the Force of Arms; 
which fufficiently appears, fays he, inthc.L xam- 



AiP 69 * ^ nc ^ w p ut * cs to Lace<l<emon to demand pie of the Hollandets, who are in the peaceable 
^llUrance: And it was not the Fault of Ly lander, Poifellion of many Provinces, which, not nn A"c 



H 'io wan lent to them with Troops, that the Ty- ago 



were the Dominions of the King of Spain. 
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Di odor us Si cuius takes Occailon, from the and threw off all Regard to Meafurcs, either in • 
Thirty Tyrants of At hens n whofe immoderate warding or puniihing. The abfolute Govei u- 
Ambition induced them to treat their Country ment of Cities, and tyrannick Power, were iht 
with the moft cxceilive Cruelty, to obfervc how Fruits of his Friendihip, and the Ties of a good 
unfortunate it is for Perfons in Power to want a Underftanding with him ; and only the Death of 
Senfe of Honour, and Co disregard either the pre- thofc he hated, could put an End to his Relent* 
fent Opinion, or the Judgment Pollericy* will form ment and Difpleafure ; without its being poftlble 
of their Conduct: For from the Contempt of Re- to efcape his Vengeance. What Sylla caufed to 
putation the Tranlition is too common to that of be inferib'd upon his Tomb, might, with equal 
Virtue itfelf. They may perhaps, by the Awe of Propriety, have been engrav'd upon Lyfandct\* m 
their Power, fupprefs for ibme Time the publick That no Man had ever furpafled him in doing 
Cry, and impofe a forced Silence upon Cenfure ; Good to his Friends, or Evil to his Enemies, 
but the more Conftraint they lay upon it in their Treachery and Perjury cofthim nothing, when«v 
Lives, the more liberal will it be, after their ever they promoted his Defigns } nor was he lefs 
Deaths, of Complaints and Reproaches; and the cruel than revengeful; of which, what he did at 
more Infamy and Imputation will be laid apon Miletus, is a fufneient Proof. Apprehending that 
their Memories. The Power of the Thirty was thofe who were at the Head of the People would 
of a very fhort Duration ; their Guilt immortal, efcape him, he fwore not to do them any Hurt: 
and will be remember'd with Abhorrence through Thofe Unfortunates gave Credit to his Oath, and 
all Ages ; whilft their Names will be recorded in no fooner appaar'd in Publick, than they were put 
Hilrory only to render them odious, and to make to the Sword, with his Confent, by the Nobility, 
rheir Crimes deteftable. He applies the fame who flew them all, though no lefs than eight 
Reflection to the Lacedemonians, who, after hav- Hundred. The Number or thofe, in the Party of 
ing made themfelves Matters of Greece, by a wife the People, whom he caufed to be maflacred in 
and moderate Conduct, fell from that Glory> the other Cities, is incredible 5 for he did not only 
through the Severity, Haughtinefs, and Injuftice, deftroy to fatiate his own Refentments, buttoferve 
with which they treated their Allies. There is the Enmity, Malice, and Avarice of his Friends, 
doubtlefs no Reader, whom their abjecl: and cruel whom he lupported in gratifying their Pafiions by 
Jealoufy to Athens* when enflaved and humbled, the Death of their Enemies. 

has not prejudiced againft them ; nor is there any There was no kind of Injullice and Violation 
Refemblance, in fuch Behaviour, of the Greatnels which the People did not fuffer under the Govern- 
or* Mind, and noble Generality of ancient Sparta ; ment of Lyfander j whilft the Lacedamonians, who 
fb much Power have the Luft of Dominion and were fufficiendy inform'd of his Condu&, gave 
Profperity over the moft virtuous of Men. Dio* themfelves no Trouble to prevent its Effects. It 
dorus concludes his Reflection with a Maxim as is too common, for thofe in Power, to be little af- 
true, as it is little known. « The Greatnefs and fecled with the Vexations and Opprefllons laid 
«* Majelty of Princes," fays he, (and the fame upon Perfons of low Condition and Credit, and to 
may be laid of all Perfons in high Authority) be deaf to their juft Complaints, though Audio- 
€t can be fupported only by Humanity, and Juftice rity is principally confided to them for the Defence 
<* to their Subjects ; as on the contrary, it is ruin'd of the Weak and Poor, who have no other Pro- 
4< and deftroy 'd by a rigid and oppreffive Govern- teftors. But if fuch Remonltrances are made by 
<r ment, which never fails to draw upon them the a great and Dowerful Perfon, from whom they may 
• r Hatred of their People." have any Thing to hope or fear, the fame Au- 

As Lyfander had the greatcft Share in the cele- thority that was flow and drowfy, becomes inv 
brated Exploits, wh ich had raifed the Glory of the mediately attive and bufyj a certain Proof, that 
Lacedamomans to fo high a Pitch ; he hadacquir'd it is not the Love of Juftice which puts it in Mo- 
a Degree of Power and Authority, of which there tion: This appears here in the Conduct of the La- 
had been no Example before in Sparta ; but he cedamonian Magistrates. Pharnabafus, weary of 
fufTer'd himfelf to be carry'd away with a Prefump- Lyfandcr's repeated Injuftice, who ravag'd and pi- 
tion and Vanity ftill greater than his Power. He lag'd the Provinces under his Command, having 
permitted the Grecian Cities to dedicate Altars to fent EmbafTadors to Sparta, to complain of the 
him, as to a God, and to offer Sacrifices, and (ing Wrongs he had receiv'd from that General, the I 
Hymns and Canticles, in Honour of him. The Ephori recalled him. Lyfander was at that Time 
Samians ordain'd by a publick Decree, that the inthcHeilefpont: The Letter of the Ephori threw 
Fcafts celebrated in Honour of Juno, and which Jiim into great Confternation. As he principally 
bore the Name of chat Goddefs, fhould be call'd fear'd the Complaints and Accufations of Phdrw I 
the Fcafts 0/' LvsANDiiR. He had always a Crowd bafus, he made all the Hafte he could to come to I 
of Poets about him, (who arc often a Tribe of ve- an Explanation with him, from the Hope of foft- I 
nal Flatterers) that emulated each other in finging ning him, and making his Pence. He went tor I 
his great Exploit.., for which they were magnifi- that Purpofe to him, and defir'd, that he would I 
centJy paid. Praife is undoubtedly due to noble write another Letter to the Ephori, intimating * I 
Deeds } but dimini flies their Luftre, when either Satisfaction in his Conduct. But Lyfander* % s I 
forgYJ or cxcellive. Plutarch, in fuch an Application to Phamabafuu I 

This Sort of Vanity and Ambition, had he dope forgot the Proverb, Set a Thief to catch a Thhf I 
there, would have hurt only himfelf, by cxpofing The Satrapa promifed all he defir'd, and accoul* I 
him to Envy and Contempt ; but a natural Confe- ingjy wrote fuch a Letter in Lyfander** Pre fen a » I 
quence of it was, that through hia Arrogance and aa he had a9k*d of him, but he prepared anotln 1 I 
Pride, in Conjunction with the inceflant r latteries to a quite different Effecl. When he was to I 
of thofe around him, he carried the Spirit of Com- it, as both Letters were of the fame Srze nnd Von" » I 
mand and Authority to an infupportable Excefsj he dexccroufly put that he had wrote in Secret, i ,lU * I 
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*h* Place of the other, without being oble rv : d, 
and feai'd, and gave it hirn. 

Ly 4 under departed well fatiidy'd; and, being 
arriv'd at Sparta, alighted at the Palace where the 
Senate was affem bled, and deliver'd the Letter to 
the Ephori : But he was ftrangely furpiz'd, when 
he heard the Contents; and withdrew in extream 
Confufion and Diforder. Some Days after, he re- 
curn'd to the Senate, and told the Ephori, that 
he was obliged to go to the l emple of Jupiter 
Amtnon, to acquit himfelr of the Sacrifices he had 
vow'd to that God before his Battles. This Pil- 
grimage was no more than a Pretence, to cover 
the Pain it gave him, to live as a private Perfon 
in Sparta, and to fubmit to the Yoke of obey- 
ing ; whereas, till then, had always commanded. 
Accuftom'd long to give his Orders to Armies, 
and to the flattering Diftinctions of a Kind of So- 
vereignty, exercis'd by him in Afia, he could not 
endure the mortifying Equality with the Multi- 
tude, nor confine himfelt to the Simplicity of a 
private Life. Having obtain d Perm iflion, but not 
without great Difficulty, he embark'd. 

Alfoon as he was gone, the Kings, reflecting 
that he held all the Cities in his De pen dance, by 
the Means of the Governors and Magistrates of 
his ettabli filing, who were alfo indebted to him 
tor their unlimited Authority, and that he was 
thereby effectually Lord and Mailer of all Gneece, 
apply 'd themfelves vigoroufly to reftore the Go- 
vernment of* the People, and depofe all his Crea- 
tures and Friends from any Share in it ; which 
Alteration occalion'd great Tumults at firft. A- 
bout the fame I ime, Lyfandcr, being apprized of 
the Delign of Thrafybulus to re-eftablifh the Li- 
berty of his Country, return'd with the utmoft Di- 
ligence to Sp :rta 9 and endeavour'd to engage the 
Lacedamo7iians to fupport the Party of the Nobi- 
lity at Athens. We have before obferv'd, thac 
Paufaniasy from a noble Principle of Equity and 

Generofity, gave Peace to Athens ; and, by that infenfTbly to quit the King's Party, and adhere 
Means (lays Plutarch) clipp'd the Wings of Ly-' to him. He gain'd alfo the Hearts of the Batba- 



TliL Retreat, in the Opinion of the beff JnJ_jc;, 
and molt uJJlful in the Art of War, is the boldeir, 
and belt conducted Exploit, to be found in an 
cicnt Hiliory ; and is dcem'd a perfect Model ;n 
its Kii.d. Happily for us, it is defcrib'd to the 
moil minute Circumitance, by an Hi (tori an, who 
was not only Eye- Witncfs of die Facts he relate., 
but Primum Mobile, the Soul of this great Enter- 
prise. Wc fliall only abridge it, and extract ic:; 
molt material Circumftances ; but we cannoc om: r 
advifing young Perfons, who make Arms the J 
Profeflion, to confult the Original; of which chert- 
is a good Translation extant in p tench) though 
far fliort of the admirable Beauties of the Gntfr. 
ft is very difficult to meet with a more able 
Mailer than Xemphun, in the Arc of War : To 
whom may be well apply 'd here what Homer fay:: 
of Phoenix, the Governor pf bilks, That be 
equal I. capable of forming his Pupil fur El's/Him*, 
or Arms. 

We have already faid, that young Cytus, Son 
of Datius Kothm, and Paryfatis, faw, with Pair:, 
his elder Brother, ^4t taxcrxes, upon the Throne ; 
and that, at the very 'lime the latter was taking 
Poflcflion of it, he had attempted to deprive hirn 
of his Crown, and Life together. Aitaxerxes was 
not infenlible of what he had to fear from a Bro- 
ther of his enterprizing, and ambitious Spirit, but 
could not refufe pardoning him, that the Prayers 
and Tears of his Mother, Paryfati*, who doated 
upon this youngeft Son. He remov'd him, there- 
fore, into AJia, to his Government ; intruding 
him, contrary to all the Rules of Policy, wich an 
abfolute Authority, over the Provinces left hirn 
by the King, his Father. 

Aflbon as he arriv'd there, his Thoughts were 
folely intent upon revenging the fuppos'd Affront 
he had rcceiv'd from his Brother, and to dethrone 
him. He receiv'd all, who came from the Court, 
with great Favour and Affability, to induce them 



fatidcr's Ambition. 

Proceed we now to the Attempt of Cyrus ; which 
is one of the moft memorable in Antiquity. We 
fee, on one Hand, a young Prince, abounding, 
other wife, with excellent Qualities, but giving 
Way to his violent Ambition, carry the War from 
far againfl: his Brother and Sovereign, and at- 
tack him, almoft in his own Palace, with the View 
of depriving him, at once, of his. Crown and Life: 
And we fee him fall dead in the Combat, at che 
t'cet of that Brother, and terminate, by fo un- 
happy a 'Fate, an Enterprise equally glaring and 
criminal. On the other Hand, we fee, the Greeks 
w ho follow him, deiticute of all Hopes of Relicij 
after the Lofs of their Chiefs; without Allies , Pro- 
vifions, Money, Horfe, or Archers, redue'd to left 
dian ten Thou fund Men ; with no Refuge but in 
dieir own Perfons, and Valour ; fupported only 
with the warm Deflrc of preferving their Liberty, 
:it id returning to their native Countries ; We fee, 
thefe Greeks, with bold and intrepid Rcfolution, 
'Jiake their Retreat before a victorious Army of a 
Million; traverfc five or fix hundred Leagues, 



nans under his Government ; familiarizing him- 
feif with them, and converting with the common 
Soldiery, though without forgetting the Dignity 
of their General ; thefe he torm'd, by various 
Exercifes, for the Fatigues of War. Heapply'J 
himfelf, particularly, in fecrct, to raife from fe- 
veral Parts, and upon different Pretexts, a Body 
of Grec k Troops ; upon whom he rely'd much 
more than upon thofe of the Barbarians. Clear- 
chus, who had retir'd to his Court, after having 
been baniuVd from Sparta, was of great Ser- 
vice to him; being an able, experiene'd, and va- 
liant Captain : At the fame Time, fevcral Cities, 
in the Province o(Ti(faphcrnes y revolted from their 
Obedience, in Favour of that young Prince. This 
Incident, which was not an Effect of Chance, but 
of his fecrct Practices, gave Birth to a War be- 
tween them, Cyrus, under Pretence of arming 
againfl: Tijfapbemes, alfembled Troops openly ; 
and, to amufe the Court the more fpecioufly, fenc 
grievous Complaints to the King againlt that Go- 
vernor, demanding his Protection and Aid, in the 
moft fubmillive Manner. yJrtaxuxes was deceiv'd 
by thefe fair Appearances, and believing all the 



"utwithltanding vait Rivers, and innumerable by thefe fair Appearances, and believing all the 
^ilfesj and arrive, at la it, in their own Country, Preparations of Ins Brother were intended only 
through a Thoufand fierce and barbarous Nati- againft Tiffapherne* ; continued quiet, from the 



fins; Victors over all Obltacles in their Way, and 
1 ^nigers, which cither conceaPd Fraud, or open 
wee, could reduce them to undergo. 



A durance of having nothing to apprehend from 

him. 
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In the mean While, Cyrus knew but too well 
how to improve the imprudent Security, and foft 
Indolence of his Brother, which fome reople be- 
lie v'd to be the Effect of his Goodnefs and Hu- 
manity : And indeed, in the Beginning of his 
Reign, he feem'd to imitate the Virtues of the 
fir ft Artaxerxes, whofe Name he bore : For, he 
demean'd himfelf with great Mildnefs, and Affa- 
bility, to fuch as approach 'd him ; he honour'd, 
and rewarded magnificently, all thofe whofe Ser- 
vices had merited Favour; when he pafs'd Sen- 
tence to puniih, it was without either Outrage or 
Infult; and, when he made Prcfents, it was with 
a gracious Air, and fuch obliging Circumftances, 
as infinitely inhane'd their Value ; and imply'd, 
he was never better pleas'd, than when he had an 
Opportunity of doing Good to his Subjects. To 
all thefe excellent Qualities, it had been very ne- 
celfary for him to have added one no lefs royal ; 
and which would have put him upon his Guard, 
againit. the Enterprizes of a Brother, whofe Cha- 
racter he ought to have known ; we mean, a wife 
Forelight, which penetrates the future, and ren- 
ders a Prince attentive to prevent, or put a Stop 
to, whatever may difturb the Tranquility of the 
Stare. 

The EmilTaries, of Cyrus, at Court were perpe- 
tually infufing favourable Notions of that young 
Prince into the People ; to prepare their Minds 
for the projected Change and Revolt. They faid, 
the State required a King of the Character of Cy- 
rus ; one, who was magnificent, liberal, lov'd War, 
and lhower'd his Favours upon thofe who ferv'd 
himj and, that it was neceflary, for the Grandeur 
of the Empire, to have a Prince upon the Throne, 
hVd with Ambition, and Valour, to augment its 
Glory. 

The young Prince loft noTime on his Side, and 
haften'd the Execution of his great Defign 5 though 
he was then but twenty- three Years old, at moft. 
After the important Services he had done the La- 
cedemonians, without which they had never ob- 
tain'd the Victories that had made them Matters 
of Greece, he thought he might fafely open him- 
felf to them. He, therefore, imparted to them 
the pre fen t Situation of his Atfairs, and the End 
he had in View ; being convine'd, that fuch a 
Confidence could not but incline them the more 
in his Favour. 

In the Letter he wrote them, he fpokc of him- 
felf in very magnificent Terms : He told them, 
he had a greater, and more Royal Heart than his 
Brother ; that he was well vers'dinPhilofophy, and 
the Knowledge of the Magi j and that he could 
drink more VV ine, without being diforder'd in hi 
Senfcsi a very meritorious Quality amongft the 
Barbae ians* but not fo proper to recommend him 
to the good Opinion of thofe to whom he wrote. 
The Lacedamonians fent Orders to their Fleet to 
join that of the Prince immediately, and to obey 
the Commands of jf«//»w, his Admiral, in every 
Thing i but without the Jcalt Mention of Artax- 
trxes ; or feeming, in any Manner, privy to his 
J>cfign. They thought: thi« Precaution ricceffary, 
for their Jult jficatiori with sJrtaxrrxes, in Cafe 

Affairs ihould happen to terminate in hia Fa- 
vour. 

The .Army of Cjtus, according to the Review 
afterwards made, confifted of thirteen Thousand 

Grab s t which were the Flower, and chief Force 
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of his Army ; and of an hundred Thou fa nd : 
gular Troops, of Barbarous Nations, Clear c />, 
the Lacedaemonian, commanded all the Pclopotm - 
/ran Troops; except the Achaians, who had S„ 
crates of Achat a for their Leader. The Bccotiam 
were under 'Proxener, the Thcban } and the Tbcf 
falians under Mcnon. The Barbarians had Perfian 
Generals, of whom the Chief was Ariaus* The 
Fleet confifted of thirty five Ships, under Pytha- 
goras, the Lacedemonian ; and of twenty- five, 
commanded by Tamos, the /Egyptian* Admiral oi 
the whole Fleer. It folio w'd the Land-Armv, 
coafting along near the Shore. 

Cyrus had open'd his Defign only to Clear chus y 
of all the Greeks ; forefeeing aright, the Length, 
and Boldnefs of the Enterprize, could not fail of 
difcouraging, and difgufting the Officers, as well 
as Soldiers. He made it his fole Application to 
gain their Affections, during the March $ by treat- 
ing them with Kindnefs and Humanity ; conver- 
fing freely with them, and giving effectual Orders, 
that they fhould want for nothing. Proxenes, be- 
tween whofe Family, and that of Xenophon, an 
ancient Friendfhip fubfifted, prefented that young 
Athenian to Cyrus ; who receiv'd him very favou- 
rably, and gave him an Employment in his Ar- 
my, amongft the Greeks. At length, he fet out 
from Sardis, and march'd towards the upper Pro- 
vinces of Afa. The Troops knew neither the 
Occafion of the War, nor into what Countries 
they were going. Cyrus had only caus'd it to be 
given out, he fhould act: againft the Pifidians, 
who had infefted his Province by their Incur- 
fions. 

Tifjaphernes rightly judging, that all thefe Pre- 
parations were too great for fo fmall an Enter- 
prize as againft Tifidia, had fet out Poft from 
Miletus, to give the King an Account of them ; 
which Sews occafion'd great Trouble at Court. 
Paryfatisy the Mother or Artaxerxes and Cyrus, 
was look'd upon as the principal Caufe of this 
War; and all Perfons, in her Service and fntereft, 
were fufpefted of holding Intelligence with Cyrus: 
Nay, Statira, the Reigning (£een, reproachVi 
her therewith continually, and in the molt vio- 
lent Terms : Where is now (faid fhe to her) that 
Faith you have fo often engaged for your Son's Be- 
haviour ? Habere thofe ardent Prayers you njid to 
prefcrve J'rom Death that Con/pi rat or againjl his 
King and Brother ? It is your unhappy Fondneft 
has kindled this War, and plunged us into an A- 
byfs of Misfortunes. The Antipathy and Hatred 
of the two Queens for each other were already 
very great, and much inflam'd by fuch warm Re- 
proaches j we fhall fee, hereafter, what were the 
Confequences thereof : In the mean While, Ar- 
taxerxes aflcmblcd a numerous Army to receive 
his Brother. 

Cyrus advane'd continually by great Marches. 
What troubled him molt on the Way, was the 
Pa/a of Ci/icia; which was a narrow Defile be- 
tween very high and Itecp Mountains* that would 
admit no more than one Carriage to pafs at * 
Time. SycnmJtSy King of that Country, prepaid 
to difpute thiw Paffage with him ; and would in- 
fallibly have fucceeded, but for the Diver/ion 
made by Tamos, with his Fleet, in Conjunction 
with that of the Lacedemonians, To defend the 
Coafhs againft the fnftilts of this Fleet, Syemicjis 
abandon'd that important Poft; which a fmall 
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Body of Troops might have made good againfr. 
the greateit Army. 

When they arriv'd at Tarfw, the Greeks re- 
fus'd to march any farther 5 rightly fufpetting 
chey were intended againft the King} and loudly 
exclaiming, they had not enter'd into the Service 
upon that Condition : Hereupon, Clear -chits, who 
commanded, had Occafion for all his Addrefs and 
Ability, to ftifle this Mutiny in its Birth. At 
firlt, he made Ufe of Authority and Force, but 
with very ill Succefs i he defilted, therefore, from 
an open Oppofition to their Sentiments : He even 
affected to enter into their Views, and fupport 
them with his Approbation and Credit ; declaring 
publickly, he would not feparate himfelf from 
them ' y and advifing them to depute Perfons to 
the Prince, to know from his own Mouth, againft 
whom they were to be led* that they might fol- 
low him voluntarily, if they approval his Mca- 
fures ; if not, that they might demand his Pcr- 
miilion to withdraw. By this artful Evafion, he 
appeas'd the Tumult, and made them eafy ; and 
they chofe him, and fome other Officers, for their 
Deputies. Cjrus y whom he had fecretly apprrz'd 
of every Thing, made Anfwer, he was going to 
attack Abrocomas> his Enemy, who was at twelve 
Days March Diitance upon the Euphrates* When 
this Anfwer was repeated to them, though they 
plainly faw againft whom they were going, they 
refolv'd to proceed ; and only demanded an Aug- 
mentation of their Pay: Whereupon, Cytu , in- 
ftead of one Darick a Month to each Soldier, 
promis'd to give them one and a half. 

SomeTime after, Gyrus was inform'd, that two of 
the principal Officers, upon Account of a private 
Quarrel with Clearchus, had defer ted with Part of 
their Equipage on board a Merchant-Ship. Many 
were of Opinion, it was proper to fend two Gal- 
lies after them, which might have been done with 
great Eafe j and that, when they were brought 
back, they mould be made Examples, by fuffering 
Death in Sight of the whole Army : But, Cyrus, 
convine'd, Favour was the molt certain Means to 
obtain Affedtion 5 and Punifhmcnts, like violent 
Remedies, ought never to be us'd but in extream 
Neceflity, declared publickly, he would not have 
it faid, he had detainYl any one in his Service 
by Force j and added, he would fond them their 
Wives and Children, whom they had left as Hof- 
fages in his Hands. An Anfwer of fo muchWif- 
<lom and Generofity had a furprizing Effects ai d 
made even thofe his firm Adherents, who were 
before inclined to retire. This is an excellent Lcf- 
«>n for thofe who govern. There is in the Mind 
?f Man a Fund or natural Generality, which it 
,s proper to humour and cherifh : Threats ex- 
operate them, and Chuftifement makes them re- 
volt, when UndeavouKS are us , d > to force them to 
do their Duty again It their Will. The y deli re a 
terrain Confidence in their Honour, and to have 
jbft Glory of doing their Duty, out of Choice, left 
111 their Power: To (hew you believe Men laich- 
is often the belt Means to make them fo. 
*0't //j, loon alter, declar'd, he was marching 
i'&uivfl slrtaxet xes. Upon which, fome Murmur- 



M tf was heard, at firftj but it loon gave Way to 

' ,L ' Uxprefiions of Joy and Satisfaction, occa- 

l ' Ul *'U by that Prince 
'Vrrny. 



magnificent Pro mi fe- to the 



^ Cymi advane'd by long Marches, he \v;u 



inform'd from all Parts, that the King did not 
intend to come directly to a Battle; but that he 
bad refolv'd to wait in the remote Parth of Perfia, 
till all his Forces were nlTembled ; and, to Hop 
his Enemies, he had order'd an Intrench men t to 
be thrown up in the Plains of Ralylunia, with a 
Poffe ol five Fathoms broad, and three deep, ex- 
tending the Space of twelve Parafa?igu& y or Leagues, 
from the Euphrates to the Wall of Media. Be- 
tween the Euphrates and the Fojfe, a Way had 
been left of twenty Feet in Breadth, by which 
Crus pafs'd with hL whole Army, having re- 
view'd it the Day before. Artaxeixes had neg- 
lected to difpute "this Pafs with him, and fuffer'd 
him to continue his March towards Babylon: 
However, Tiribafus perfuaded him, not to fly, in 
fuch a Manner, before an Enemy, againft whom 
he had infinite Advantages, as well from the 
Number of his Troops, as the Valour of his Ge- 
nerals ; whereupon, he refolv'd to advance againft 
the Enemy. 

The Place where the Bacrle was fought, was 
call'd Cunaxa, about twenty- five Leagues from 
Babylon. The Army of C ms con filled of thir- 
teen Thoufand Gtccks 3 and a Hundred Thoufand 
Barbadians, as alio, ewe ity Chariots arm'd with 
Scvthes. 'I he Enemy, in Horfe and Foot, tni^hc 
amount to about twelve hundred Thoufand, un- 
der four Generals, Tijl'apbenise, Gobryas, Sit baces, 
and ' A btocomas 5 without including fix Thoufand 
chofen Horfe, :hat fought in the King's Prefencc, 
and never quitted his Perfon : But, dbrocomas, 
who had the Command of three Hundred Thou- 
fand Men, did not arrive till five Days after the 
Battle. Artaxet xes had aifo an Hundred and fifty 
Chariots arm'd with Scyths. 

Cyrus believ'd, from the Enemy's not having 
defended the Pals at the Fojfe, that there would 
be no Battle , fo that, the next Day the A: my 
march'd with great Negligence. But, on the thiid, 
Cyrus, being in his Chariot, with but a few Sol- 
diers in their Ranks before him, and the Kelt 
marching without any Order, or having their 
Arms carry 'J for them, an Horfcman came in 
full Speed, crying out, as he pafs'd, that the E- 
nemy approached in Order of Battle. Upon this, 
great Confuion cufued, from the Apprehenliou, 
that they Should no: have Time to draw up the 
Army. Cytu i% leaping from his Chariot, put on 
his Anns immediately ; and getting on Horfeback 
with his J.ivchns in his Hand, he gave Orders 
univeifally to the Troops to itand to their Arms, 
and fall into their Ranks; which was executed 
with lb much Expedition, that the Troops had not 
Time to rcirclh themlckes. 

Ho had potted, on his Right, a Thoufand Pa- 
j<b/j % i>cuian Horfe, fupported bv the Euphrates, and 
the light-armM Infantry of the Gtteks\ and next 
rhem. Cleat ehus, Pioxenes, and the Relt of the 
General Otlicers to Menon. at the Head of their 
leveial Cot pi. The Left- Wing, com pas \i of J.v- 
1 /;.;//*, Phi \oians, and other J/iatiek Nations, were 
commanded by - V* /.rvj , who had a Thoufand 
Ho fe. Cu in placU hinitelf in thcCentie, where 
the chofen 1 roops of the Petjians, and other ihjr- 
/\itia/i\, weie poded. Me had around him fix 
Hundu-d Hoilemen, arm\l at all Points; as vvete 
their Hofis, iviih Head and Breatr- Pieces. The 
1'uiue's Head was uncuveAl; as weseihofe of nil 
the /*!/ '/.;/;.,; whole Cuirom it was to give Battle 
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in chat Manner; the Arms oi* all his People \vc:c 
White, as thofe ol Attaxetxes were Red. 

A lictle bctoie the Unlet, CUarcbu* advLM Cy- 
rus, not to charge in Pcrlon, but to cover himfelf 
in the Rear of the Gna'j/i Battalions. What is 
it yet fay ( reply 'd Cyrus) Jujl ivben 1 am en- 
deavour iag to wake tf :\ c'f King, zcotthl xoit have 
vie jbcic tt;yfA/ nnmittiy of bang fa? 'I his wife 
and generous Anfwer proves, he knew the Duty 
of a General, cfpecially on a Day of Battle. Had 
he withdrawn when his Prefencc was moll: ncccf- 
fary, it would have argued Want of Courage, 
and intimidated others. It is neceiTary, always 
prefeiving the due Dillir.dtion between the Leader 
and the Troops, that their Danger should be com- 
mon, and no one exempt from it; left the latter 
iliould be alarm'd bv a diiFerent Conduct. Cou- 
rage in an Army depends upon Example ; upon 
the Dclire or Diffcinclion ; the Fear of Dishonour; 
being inc.ipable'of doing otherwife than their Fel- 
low-Soldiers; and the F quality of Danger. The 
re:irir.g of Cyrus would have ruin'd, or greatly 
weakened, all thefe powerful Motives, by difcou- 
raging bo:h the Officers, and Soldiers of -his Army. 
He thought, being their General, it was incum- 
bent upon him to discharge all the Functions of 
that Office, and to (hew himfelf worthy to be the 
Leader, and Soul, of fuch a Number of valiant 
Men, ready to lhed their Blood for his Service. 

It was now Noon, and the Enemy had not yet 
appear'd : But* about Three of the Clock, a great 
Du.:, like a white Cloud arofe, followed foon af- 
ter with a Blacknels that overcah: the whole Plain 5 
ai:er which was fee n the Glittering of Armour, 
Lar.ces, and Standards. Tiffafhotus commanded 
Lefr, ^hich confuted of Cavalry arm'd with 
white ^uiraifes, and of lighc-arm'd Infantry; 
in the Centre was the heavy-"arm'd Foot, a great 
Part of which had Bucklers made of Wood, which 
cover'd the Soldier intirely; thefe were Egyptians. 
The Relief the lijht-arm'd Infhi.try, and of the 
Horfe, formed the Right- Wing. The Foot were 
ranged by Nation:, with as much Depth as Front; 



the 



ar.d in that Order compoAl fquare Battalions. The 
Kir.g had polled himfelf in the main Body with 
rh'j Choice or the whole Army, and had fix 
'IhoLfanJ Horfe for his Guard, commanded by 
./; tar,c* iJ. Though he was in the Centre, he 
v..^ be;, or.d the Left-Wing of his Brother's A r- 
m\ j ! j much did the Front of his own exceed 
rl;a: n{ the Lr.emy in Extent. An hundred and 
f.;ty Chariot: arm'd with Scythes, were plac'd in 
the Front of the Army, at fome Di (ranee from 
o- e another. The Scythes were fix'd to the Axle 
t'ov.nv.aids and a - flant, fo as to cut down, and 
overthrow all before them. 

Al Cytus rel)'d \erv much upon the Valour, 
iir ci Experience of the 'Greeks^ he bid Clear cbus, 
.*.looi a a he had beat the Enemies in his F'ront, 
to take Care to incline to his Left, and fall upon 
the Centre, where the King was ported ; the Suc- 
< fcfs of the Battle depending upon that Attack : 
hut C/iMcbus, thinking it very difficult to make 
Hi Way through fo great a Body of Troops, re- 
'd, he need be in no Pain, for he would take 
Care to do v. hat was neceflarjr. 

The Fi.emv, in the mean 1 imcj advancM flow- 
ly in good Order. Cyrus march 'd in the Space 
hetv.eeii the two Armies, bur nearefl hi.-; own, and 
furvc) d both of them with great Attention. J*V- 



nofbon, perceiving him, fpurrVl d i reel 1 y tip ; 
him, to know whether he had any farther Ordu 
to give. He call'd out to him, that the Sao 
fices were favourable, and that he fliould tell ih, 
Troops fo. He then haltcn'd through the Ran!., 
to give his Orders ; and fhew'd himfelf to the Sol- 
dieis with fuch a Joy, and Serenity in his Count*, 
nance, as infpir'd them with new Courage ; and, 
at the fame Time, with an Air of Kindncfs anil 
Familiarity, that excited their Zeal and Affeclion 
It is not eafy to comprehend, what great F flee Is 
a Word, a kind Air, or a Look of a General, will 
have, upon a Day of Action ; and with what Ar- 
dor a common Man will rulh into Danger, when 
he believes himfelf not unknown to his General, 
and thinks his Valour will oblige him. 

drtaxcrxes mov'd on continually , though flaw- 
ly, and without Noife and Confufion. This 
good Order and exacl: Difcipline excreamly fur- 
priz'd the Greeks, who expedled to fee much Hurry 
and Tumult in fo great a Multitude, and hear 
conrus'd Cries, as Cyrus had foretold them. 

The Armies were not above four or five hun- 
dred Paces diliant, when the Greeks began to finer 
the Hymn of Battle, and to march on, foftly :i r 
firft, and with Silence; W T hen they came rear 
the Enemy, they fee up great Cries, linking cheir 
Darts upon their Shields to frighten the Horfe; 
and then moving all together, they fprung for- 
wards upon the Barbarians with all their Force; 
who did not wait their Charge, but took to their 
Heels, and fled on all Sides ; except Tijfapbemcs, 
who ftood his Ground with a fmall Part of his 
Troops. 

Cyr us faw, with Pleafure, the Enemy routed by 
the Grteks, and was procla : m'd King by thofe 
roond him : But he did not give himfelf up to a 
vain Joy, nor, as yet, reckon himfelf Viftor. He 
pcrcciv'd, Jrtaxcrxes wheeling with his Right to 
attack him in Hank, and march'd dire£Uy again/I 
him with his fix hundred Horfe. He kill'd Ar- 
tagerfes, who commanded the King's Guard of 
fix Thoufand Horfe, with his own Hand, and put 



the whole Body to Flight.Then difcovering hisBro- 
thcr, he cry'd out, with his Eyes fparkling with 
Rage, I fit htnty and fpurr'd againft him, follow'd 
only by his principal Officers ; for, his Troops had 
quitted their Ranks to follow the Runaways, which 
was an eftcntial Fault. 

The Battle then became a fi nglc Combat, in 
fome Meafure, between sfrtaxerxes and Cyrus, 
and the two Brothers were fecn, tranf ported with 
Rage and Fury, endeavouring, like Et codes anil 
Potynices, to plunge their Swords into each other's 
Heart ; and to aflurc thcmfclvcs of the Throne, by 
the Death of their Rival. Cyrus, having open'd 
his Way through thofe who were drawn up i' 1 
Battle before Artaxerxes, attack'd him, and kill'd 
his Horfe i that fell with him to the Ground. He 
foon rofe, and remounted another, when Cy- 
rus attack'd him again, gave him a fecond Wound, 
and was preparing to give him a third, in Hopes 
it would prove his lart. But the King, like a Lion 
wounded by the Hunters, wa9 only the more iu* 
rious from the Smare, and fpringing forwards 
impctuoufly pufh'd his Horfe againlt Cyrus ; who, 
advancing precipitately, and without Regard 10 
his Pcrfon, threw himfelf into the Midit <>l :l 
Flight of Dam, aiin'cl at him from all Side'' » 

and rccaVd aWouud irowj hij; Brother's Javeltni 
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(1 at the fame Infrant, as a Shower of Arrows 
r . poured in upon him. From fome ot thefe 
(\,u received his Death ; chough from whom in 




Jier; and Mitht idatcs, a young Pcrftan Noble- 
Man, afferted, thac he had given him the mortal 
Stroke with a Javelin, which enter'd his Temple, 
:l nd pierced his Head quite through. 

The greateft: Perfons of his Court, rcfolving 
not to furvivc fo good a Matter, were all kili'd 
around his Body ; a certain Proof, fays Xenophon, 
that'he well knew how to chufe his Friends, and 
rhat he was truly beloved by them : Buc Brians , 
who ought to have been the firmeft of all his Ad- 
herents, fled with the Left- Wing, aflbon as he 
heard of his Death. ^4/taxcrxcs, alter having 
ciufed the Head, and Right-hand of his Brother 
to be cue ofF, by the Eunuch Mcf abates, purfued 
the Enemy into their Camp: However, utfriaus 
had not ttopt there, but having patted through it> 
continued his Retreat, to the Place where the 
Army had encamp'd the Day before $ which was 
about four Leagues dillant. 

Tijfapbernes, after the Defeat of the greateft Part 
of his Left-Wing by the Gt eeks y led on the reft a- 
gainft them ; and by the Side of the River, pafled 
through the Light-arm'd Infantry of the Greeks, 
who open'd to give him Paflage, and made their 
Difcharge upon him as he patted., without lofing 
a Man. They were commanded by Epiflhenes of 
Amphipolis, who was efteem'd an able Captain. 
Tiffapbetnes kept on without returning to the 
Charge, becaule he perceived he was coo weak, 
and went forward to the Camp of Cyrus, where he 
found the King, who was plundering it ; buc had 
not been able to force the Quarter defended by 
the Greeks left to guard it, who faved their Bag- 
gage. 

The Greeks on their Side, and Artaxerxes on his> 
who did not know what had palled elfe where, be- 
lieved each of them that they had gain'd the Vic- 
tory ; the firft, becaufe they had put the Enemy 
to Flight, and purfued them ; and the King, be- 
caufe he had kili'd his Brother, beat the Troops 
he had fought with, and plunder'd their Camp. 
The Event was loon clcar'd up on both Sides : 
Tijftiphetnesy upon his Arrival ac the Camp, in- 
formal the King, that the Greeks had defeated his 
Left- Wing, and purfued it with great Vigour ; 
nnd the Greeks on their Side learnt, that the King, 
in pursuing their Left- Wing, had penetrated into 
the Camp. Upon this Advice, the King rally'd 
his Troops, and march'd in Queft of the Enemy ; 
and Charchus, being rcturn'd from purfuing the 
Per//jns, advanced to fupport the Camp. 

The two Armies were foon very near to each 
ot her, when by a Motion made by the King, he 
kemVi to de/ign to attack the Greeks on their Left, 
who fearing to be lurrounded on all Sides, wheel'd 
•''bone and halted, with the River on their Backs, 
to prevent their being taken in the Rear. Upon 
iceitig cliis slrtaxet w changed his Form of Battle 
alfo, drew up hi:; Army in Front of them, and 
^arch'd on to the Attack. Atfoon as the Greeks 
' ; »w him approach, they began tor fin g the Hymn 
°'. Battle, and advanced againlr the Enemy, 
vv, th more Ardor than in the fir It Adlion. 



The Barbarians again took to their Heels, ran 
farther than before, and were purfu'd to a Village 
at the Foot of a Hill, upon which their Horfe 
halted. The King's Standard was obferv'd to be 
there, which was a golden Eagle upon the Top of 
a Pike, having its Wings difplay'd. The Greeks, 
preparing to purfue them, they abandon'd alfo the 
Hill, fled precipitately with all their Troops, and 
broke> in the utmolfc Diforder and Con full on. 
Clear chus, having drawn up the Greeks at the Bot- 
tom of the Hill, ordered Lycias the Syracufean, 
and another to afcend it, and obferve what pafs'd 
in the Plain. They return'd with an Account, 
that the Enemies fled on all Sides, and that their 
whole Army was routed; 

As it was almoft Night, the Greeks laid down 
their Arms to re 11 themfelves, much furpriz'd, 
that neither Cyrus, nor anyone from him appeared ; 
and imagining, that he was either engag'd in the 
Purfuit of the Enemy, or was making Halte to pof- 
fefs himfclf of fome important Place, for they 
were £H11 ignorant of his Death, and the Defeat 
of the Reft of his Army. They determin'd there- 
fore to return to their Camp, and found the greateft 
Part of the Baggage taken j with all the Pro virions, 
and four hundred Waggons laden with Corn and 
Wine, which Cyrus had exprefsly caufed to be 
carried along with the Army, for the Greeks, in 
Cafe of any pretling Neceffity. They pafs'd the 
Night in the Camp, the greateft Part of them 
without any Refrefnment, concluding that Cyrus 
was alive and victorious. 

The Succefs of this Battle (hews the Superiority 
of Valour and military Knowledge, to Multitude, 
without them. The fmall Army of the Greeks 
did not amount to more than twelve or thirteen 
Thoufand Men ; but they were feafon'd Troops, 
difciplin'd, inur'd to Fatigues, accuftom'd to con- 
front Dangers* fenfibleof Glory and a good Name, 
and who-, during the Peleponnejian War, had not 
wanted either Time or Means to acquire, and com- 
pleat themfelves in, the Art of War, and the Me- 
thods of Battle. The Army of Artaxerxes was 
computed at a Million of Men ; but they w ere 
Soldiers only in Name, without Force, Courage, 
Difcipline, Experience, or any Scnle of Honour. 
Hence it was, that alfoon as the Greeks appoar'd. 
Terror and Diforder enfued amongft the Enemy ; 
and in the fecond Action, Art axer xes hi ml elf 
dar'd not wait their Attaick, but ihamcfully be- 
took himfelf to Flight 

Plutarch here blames Clearchus, the General of 
the Greeks very much, and imputes to him. as an 
unpardonable NeglecT", his not having followM the 
Order of Cyrus, who recommended tu him, above 
all Things, to turn the Attack upon the Pcrfon of 
ufrtxxcrxt's. T h i s Report fee ms grour. d 1 r. i s : 1 1 i s 
not eafy to conceive, how if was polliblo tor that 
Captain, who was polled in the Right- W m<r, to 
attack jfittixvrxes immediately, who, in ti e Centre 
of his own Army, Jay beyond the utmolr Kxtent 
of the Front of the Ivnemy, as has been laid be- 
fore. It feems that Cytus, depending, as he tiki, 
with great Kcafon, upon the Valour ot the Greeks, 
and deliring they thould charge taxei xes in his 
Polr, ought to have placed them in the Left- 
Y\ ing, which anfwerM dire£Hy to the Place where 
he was, that is to the main Body ; and not in the 
Right, which was very remote Irom it. 
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Clearckus may indeed be reproached with having 
followed the Purfuit coo warmly and too long : It, 
after having puc the Left- Wing, which oppofed 
him, into Diforder, he had charged che reft of the 
Enemy in Flank, and had open'd his Way to the 
Centre, where jrtaxerxes was, it is highly pro- 
bable, that he had gained acompleat Victory, and 
placed Cyrus upon the Throne. The fix hundred 
Horle oX that Prince's Guard committed the fame 
Fault, and by purfuing too eagerly the Body of 
Troops they had put to Flight, left their Mailer 
almolt alone, and abandon'dTco the Mercy of the 
Enemy; without countering, that they were cho- 
fen from the whole Army, for the immediate 
Guard of his Perfon, and for no other Purpofe 
what foe ver. Too much Ardor is often prejudicial 
in a Battle, and it is the Duty of an able General 
to know how to reft rain and direct it. 

Even Cyrus himfelf err'd highly in this Refpecl, 
and abinoWd himfelf too much to his blind Paf- 
fion, lor Glory and Revenge. In running head- 
long to attack'his Brother, he forgot, that there is 
a wide Difference between a General and a private 
Soldier. He ought not to have expofed himfelf, 
bur as it was confiirenc with a Prince; as the 
Head, not the Hand ; as the Perfon who was to 
give Orders, and not as thofe, who were to exe- 
cute them. 

Xtnopbon gives us a magnificent Character of this 
vounff Prince; and that not upon the Credit of 
others, but from what he faw and knew in his own 
Perfon. He was, fays he, in the Opinion of all 
that were acquainted* with him, next to Cyrus the 
Great, 3 Prir.ce che molt worthy of the iupreme 
Authority, and who had a Soul the moft noble, and 
the molt' truly royal. From his Infancy he fur- 
paired all of his own Age in every Exercife, whe- 
ther it were in managing the Horfe, drawing the 
Bow, throwing the Dart, or in the Chafe, in 
which he diftinguiih'd himfelf once, by righting 
and killing a Bear chat attack'd him. Thefe Ad- 

i were heightened in him by the Noblenefs 
of his^Air, an engaging Afpecl, and by all the 
Graces of Nature, that conduce to recommend 

Merit. 

\\ hen his Father had made him Governor of 
Lylia, and che neighbouring Provinces, his chief 
Care was to make the People fenfible, that he had 
nothing fo much at Heart, as Co keep his Word 
inviolably, not only with regard to publick Trea- 
ties, but the moft' minute of his rromifes: A 
Quality very rare amonglt Princes / But which, 
however, i:> the Foundation of all good Govern- 
ment:, and the Source of their own, as well as their 
People's Happinefs. Not only the Perfons under 
his Authority, but che Enemy themfclves, rcpofed 
an entire Confidence in him. 

Whether any one did him a Service, or an In- 
jury, he was al ways defirous of returning it double ; 
willin g to live no longer. Car. he /aid himfelf) 
than whilft he furmounted his Friends in Benefits, 
and his Fnemies in Vengeance. (It had been more 
glorious for him, however, to have overcome the 
latter, by the Force of Favour and Benevolence.) 
Nor was there ever any Prince, whom People were 
more a i raid to offend, nor for whofe Sake they 
were more ready to hazard their Poffeflions, Lives, 
and Foi tunes. 

Lefs intent upon being fear'd than bclov'd, his 
Sr udy was ro make his GrcacncA appear only where 



v.tntag 



it was ufeful and beneficial, and to cxtingu»ih .. 
other Sentiments, but thofe which Ilow from (/j,. 
ti tudc and Affection. He was induffrious to d () 
Good upon all Occaiions ; to confer his Favour- 
with Judgment, and in Scafon ; and to lllew, that 
he thought himfelf rich, powerlul and happy, 
only as he made others fenfible of his being J t)j 
by his Benevolence and Liberality. But he took 
Care not to exhauft his Means by an imprudent 
Profuffon : He did not lavifh, but di (tribute his 
Favours : He chofe rather to make his Liberali- 
ties the Rewards of Merit, than mere Gifts]. and 
that they ihould be fubfervient in promoting Vir- 
tue, and not in fupporting a foft and abjeffc Indo- 
lence, a vicious Luxury, and Sloth. 

He was particularly pleafed with conferring hi s 
Favours upon valiant Men j and Governments and 
Rewards were only beftow'd on thofe, who had 
diltinguilh'd themfclves by their Actions. He ne- 
ver granted any Honour or Dignity to Favour, In- 
trigue or Faction, but to Merit only ; upon which 
depends not only- the Glory, but the Succefs of 
Governments. By this Means he foon made Vir- 
tue efteem'd and courted ; and render'd Vice con- 
temptible and horrid. The Provinces, animated 
with a noble Emulation to defer ve well, furnifl.'d 
him, in a very Ihort Time, with a confidence 
Number of excellent Subjects, of every kind ; which 
under a different Government would have remain'J 
unknown, obfeure, and ufelefs. 

Never did any one know how to oblige with a 
better Grace, or to gain the Hearts of thofe who 
coul ferve him, with more engaging Behaviour. 
As he was fully fenfible, that he ftood in need of 
the Affiftance of others, for the Execution of his 
Deffgns, he thought Juft ice and Gratitude required, 
that be fhould render his Adherents all the Services 
in his Power. All the Prefents which were made 
him, whether of fplendid Arms* or rich Apparel, 
he diftributcd 3mongit his Friends, according to 
their feveral Taftes or Occafions ; and ufed to fay, 
that che brighteft Ornament, and moft exalted 
Riches, of a Prince, confifted in adorning; and en- 
riching chofe who ferved him well. In Effect, fays 
Xenopnon, to do Good to one's Friends, and co ex- 
cel chem in Liberality, does not feem fo admirable 
a Thing in fo high a Fortune 5 but to tranfeend 
them in Goodnefs of Heart, and Sentiments of 
Friendfliip and Affection, and to take more Plea- 
fure in conferring, than receiving, Obligations; 
in this I find Cyrus truly worthy of Eiteem and 
Admiration. The firft of theic Advantages he 
derives from his Rank the other from himfelf, and 
his incrinfick Merit. 

By thefe extraordinary Qualities he acquired 
the univerfal Efteem and Affection both of the 
Greeks and Barbarians. A great 'Proof of what 
Xenophon here fays, is 3 thac none ever quitted the 
Service of Cyrus for his Brother's 5 u hereas an in- 
finite Number went over every Day to him, from 
the King's Party, after the War was declar'd, and 
even of fuch as had moft Credit at the Court; 
becaufe they were all convinced, thac Cyrus knew 
belt how to acknowledge and reward their Ser- 
vices. 

^ In Eflfecl, ic is moft certain, that young Cjtf x 
did not wane great Virtues, and a fuperior Meiii ; 
but we are furprized, that Xenophon, in drawing 
his Character, has dcl'crib'd only the mofr beauti- 
ful Features, and fuch as are proper to incite <>ur 
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Admiration of him, without faying the feaft Word 
of his DefecTs, and efpecial ly of that Immoderate 
Ambition, which was the Soul of all his Anions, 
and which at length put Arms into his Hands a- 
gainft his elder Brother and King. Is it allowable 
in an Hiftorian, whofe chief Duty it is to paint 



Virtue and Vice in their true and fuitable Colours, 
to relate at large an Enterprize of fuch a Nature, 
u-ithout (hewing the lea ft Mark of Diflike, or 
blaming him for it? But with the Pagans % Am- 
bition was fo far from being confidcr'd vlu a Vice, 
that it often palled for a Virtue. 




CHAP. IL 



fends to the Grecians to demand their Arms ; They refufe 



y 



feized, and put to Death ; They c.o ft 



new Generals, and rcfolve to open themf elves a 1 
Retreat, called, ever face, by way of Eminence, The Retreat of the Tn 
They arrive fafi at the Hellefpont, in Spite of all Ouftadcs, a>id crof 
Some Remarks upon this celebrated Retreat. 



TH E Greeks being inform'd, the Day after 
the Battle, that Cyrus was dead, fent De- 
puties to Aria us, the General of the Bar- 
barians, who had retired vsith his Troops to the 
Place, from whence they had march'd the Day be- 
fore the Action, to offer him* as Vi&ors, the 
Crown of Per/fa, in the Room of Cyrus. At the 
fame Time arrived Perfian Heralds at Arms, from 
Artaxerxes, to fummon them to deliver up their 
Arms. To whom they anfwer'd, with an haughty 
Air j That they talk'd a ftrange Language to Con- 
querors ; that if the King would have their Arms, 
he might come and take them if he could ; but 
that they would die before chey would part with 
them : That if he would receive them into the 
Number of his Allies, they would fervc him with 
Fidelity and Valour • but if he imagin'd to reduce 
them into Slavery, as vanquiih'd, he might know, 
they had wherewithal to defend themfelves, and 
were detcrmin'd to lofe their Lives and Liberty to- 
gether. The Heralds added ; that they had Or- 
ders to tell them, that if they continued in the 
Place where they were, they would be allow'd a 
Sufjpcnfion of Arms, but if they advanced or re- 
tired, chat they would be treated as Enemies. The 
Greeks agreed ; and were ask'd by the Heralds, 
what Anhverthey mould return. Peace whillrwc 
continue here, or War when we march, replied 
Clear chus 9 without explaining himfclf farther ; 
from the View of keeping the King always in Su- 

fpencc and Uncertainty. 

The Anfwer of Artaus to the Grecian Deputies 
was, that there were many Perjians more coniider- 
able than himfclf, who would not fuller him upon 
the Throne \ that he llioulc! fet out early the next 
Day to return to Ionia j and char, if they would 
march thither with him, they might join him in 
the Might: Whereupon, C lea rebus, with the All- 
ocs of the Officers, prepared to depart. He com- 
manded from that Time, as being the fole Perfon 
°f fuHicieiit Capacity ; lor he had not been actually 
dedtcd General in Chief 



The Night being come, Milt routes the T !m r~- 
cian, who commanded forty Horlc, and about: 
three hundred Foot of his own Country, went a d 
furrender'd himfelf to the King; w hi lit the re It of 
the Greeks began their March undet the Cor. daft 
of Clearcbus, and arrived about Midnight at the 
Camp of Ariaus. After they had drawn up in 
battle Array, the Principal Officers went to wait 
on him in his Tent, where they fwore Alliance 
with him 5 and the Barbarian, undertook to con- 
duct the Army without Fraud, in Confirmatio . of 
the Treaty, they facrificed a Wolf, a Ram, a Boar, 
aud a Bull; the Greeks dipping their Swords, a. .J 
the Barbarians the Points of their Javelin.*, in the 
Blood of the Victims. 

Ariaus did not think it proper to return by the 
fame Rout they came, becauie, having found no- 
thing for their Subfiftence the laft feventeen Dnjs 
of their March, they mull have fuftl-r'J much 
more, had they taken the fame Way back again. 
He chofc therefore another ; exhorting them or.ly 
to make long Marches at firfti in order to evade 
the King's rurfuit; which they could not cilecr. 
Towards the Evening, when they were not far 
from fome Villages, where they propofed to hair, 
the Scouts came in, with Advice, that they had 
feen feveral Equipages and Convoys j which made 
it reafonablc to judge, that the Enemy were noc 
far ofF. Upon this they Hood their Ground, and 
waited their coming up ; and the next Day, before 
the Riling of the Sun, drew up in the fame Order 
as in the preceding Battle, bo bold an Appear- 
ance territy'd the King; who fent Heralds, no: ro 
demand, as before, the Surrender of their Arm , 
but to propofe Peace and a Treaty : However, 
Clearchus, who was informM of their Arrival, at 



the Time he was employed in drawing up his 
Troops, gave Orders to bid c hem wait, and ro tell 
them, that he was not yet at Leifure to hear them. 
He aifumM, purpofely, this Air of Hauizhtinci-; 
and Grandeur, to denot his Intrepidity, and ar i he- 
fame Time to Ihcw the fine Appearance and good 
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Condition of his Phalanx. When he advanced ncs> and the Queen's Brother, gave their Hands 
with thole of his Officers who had the hell Pre- to the Colonels and Captains in Token ol Amity., 
fence, and made the belt Figure, and who had been After which 'J 'iffap heroes withdrew, todifpofehis 
exprefsly chofen for that Occaiion, and had heard Affairs; promiling to return atfoon as they would 
what the Heralds had to propofe j he made An- admit, in order to go back with them into his 
fwer, that they mult begin with giving Battle, Government 

becaufe the Army being in Want of Provilions, The Greeks waited for him above twenty Days, 
had no Time to lofe. The Heralds having car- continuing encamj/d near Ariaus, who received 
ried back this Anfwer to their Matter, return'd frequent Vilics from his Brothers, and other Re- 
imrnediately ; which fhew'd, chat the King, or lations ; as did che Officers of his Army from the 
whoever fpoke in his Name, was not very diitant. Per/tans, of the different Party ; whoaffured them, 
They faid, chey had Orders to conduct them to from the King, of an entire Oblivion of whac was 
Villages, where they would find Provisions in paft; fo chat the Friendship of driaus for the 
Abundance, and conducted them thither accord- Greeks, began to cool vifibly, every Day more and 
ingly. . more. This Change gave them Caufe of l/neafi- 

Thc Army ftaid there three Days, during which, nefs ; feveral of the Officers went to Clearchus, 
Ti[]up{: ernes' arrived from the King, with the - and the other Generals^ and faid to chem : <0 Whac 
Quec n*s Brother, and three other Pajsaii Grandees, " do we here any longer ? Are we not feniible, 
attended b\ a great Number of Officers and Do- " thac u4rtaxerxes is deiirous to fee us all perifh ; 
melticks. After having faluted che Generals, '* that others may be terrify 'd by our Example? 
who advanced to receive him, he cold chem by his <c Perhaps he keeps us waicing here, till he re- 
Interpreter, thac being a Neighbour of Greece, " aflembles his dilperfed Troops, or fends to feize 
and ieeing them engaged in Dangers, out of which cc the Paflcs in our Way ; for he will never fufFer 
it would be difficult to extricate themfelves, he " our Recurn into Greece, Co divulge our own 
had uicd his good Offices with the King, co ob- €C Glory, and his Shame. " Clearchus made An- 
tain Permilfion to re-conduct chem inco cheir own fwer to this Difcourfe, chat to depart without con- 
Country ; being convinced, that neither themfelves fulting che King, was co break with him, and to 
nor their Cities, would ever be unmindful of that declare War, by^ violating the Treaty j that they 
Favour: That drtaxerxes, without having de- fhonld remain without a Conductor, in a Country 
clared himfelf poficively upon that Head, had where No-body would fupply them with Provi- 
commanded him to come to them, to know for lions j that Ariaus would abandon them $ and that 
what Caufe they had taken Arms againft him ; even their Friends would become their Enemies ; 
and he advifed them to make fuch an Anfwer, that he did not know, but there might be other 
as might not give any Offence, and might enable Rivers to pafs, and that, though the Euphrates 
him to do them Service. u We call the Gods weretheonly one, they could not get over it, were 
«' to witnefs, reply'd Clearthus, that we did not the Paffage ever fo little difputed. That if it were 
€t inli ft ourfelves to make War with the King, or neceflary to come to a Battle, they Ihould find 
<f march againft him. Cyrus, concealing his true themfelves without Cavalry, againft an Enemy, 
<c Motives, under different Pretexts, brought us that had a very numerous and excellent Body of 
«* almoft hither without explaining himfelf, the Horfe; fo that if they gain'd the Victory, they 
tf better to furprixe you. And when we faw him could make no great Advantage of it j and if chey 
u engaged in Dangers, we thought it infamous were overcome, they were utterly and irretrievably 
£c to abandon him, after the Favours we had re- loft. €C Befides, continued he, why Ihould the 
" ceived from him. But as he is dead, we are " King, who has fo many other Means to deftroy 
** releafed from our Engagement, and neither de- <r us, engage his- Word only to violate ic, and 
" fire to contelt the Crown with Artaxerxes, nor '* thereby render himfelf execrable in the Sight 
* c to ravage hia Country* provided he does not " of Gods and Mcn ? " 

" oppofe our Return. But if we are attack'd, we Tijfaphcnies, however, arrived with hisTroops, 

Cf lhall endeavour, with the Affiftance of the Gods, in order to return into his Governmcns j and they 

to make a good Defence, and fliall not be un- fee forwards all together, under the Conduct of 

M grateful in our Regard co thofe, who render us that* Satrapa, wholupply'd them with Provifions. 

" any Service." TijJ'aphcrnes reply'd j that he j4riaus> with his Troops, encamp'd with the Bar- 

would let the King know what they faid, and barians, and the Greeks feparately at fome Di- 

bring back his Anfuer. But his nor coming rhe ftance, which kept up a mutual Diftruft amongit 

next Day, gave the Greeks fome Anxiety: He them. Befides wnich, there happen'd frequent 

arrived, however, on the third, and told ihem, Quarrels for Wood or Forrage, that augmented 

that after much Controvert)', he had at length ob- their Averfion for each other. After three Days 

tain'd the King's Grace for them : For, that it had March, they arrived at the Wall of Media, which 

been reprefented that Prince, that he ought not to wasan hundred Foot high, twenty broad, twenty 

fuller People to return with fmpugity into their Leagues in Extent, and all built of Bricks, bound 

Country, who had been fo info lent to come thi- together with Bitumen, like the Walls of Babylon \ 

rher to make War upon him. " In ihorr, faid he, from which it wai not very diilant, at one of i is . 

if you may atfuru y ourfelves of not finding any Extremities. V\ hen (hey had paded it, they 

" Obttaclc to your return; and of being fupply \J march M eight Leagues in two Days, and came to 

" with Provilions, or fufTer'd to buy them; a .tl the Kivcr Vyjfrift alter having croft two of i f!5 

*' you may judge, that you are to pafs without Canals, winch had been i ut cxprefily for watering 

** committing any Diforders in your March, and the Country. r J'hey then pa (fed the Tygris, upo' 1 

gt that you arc to take only what is nc'Ctlfary j a Bn'd-.e ol' twenty leven Boats, near Sitacum, A 

*' provided you are not furmflfd with it. " Thcfo very ^reat .md populous i. i y. Alter four Da)"» 

i 'ond it ion > were fworn to on both Side* : Titfap/jt i - March, the) aimed at another City, alio vei'V 

powerful* 
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powerful, call'd Opts. They found there a Baf- 
card-Brochcr of Artaxcrxes, with a very conh'de- 
rable Body of Troops, which he was bringing 
from Sufa and Ecbatana, to his Aid : He admir'd 
the fine Order of the Greeks, From thence, hav- 
ing pafs'd the Defarts of Media, they came, after 
a March of fix Days, to a Place call'd the Lands 
of Paryfatis ; the Revenues of which belong'd to 
that Princefs. There, Tiffaphernes , to infuit the 
Memory of her Son, Cyrus, fo dearly belov'd by 
her, gave the Villages to be plunder'd by the 
Greeks. Continuing their March through the De- 
fart, on the Side of the Tygris, which was up- 
on their Left, they arriv'd at C&na, a very great, 
and rich City ; and, from thence, at the River 
Z abates. 

The Occafions of Diftruft increafing every Day 
between the Greeks and Barbarians, C I ear c bus 
thought it incumbent on him, to come to an 
Explanation, once for all, with Tiffaphernes. 
He began, with obferving the facred and in- 
violable Nature of the Treaties fubfifting between 
them. ** A Man (/aid he) confeious of the Guilt 
< c of Perjury, can he be capable of living at 
" Eafe I How would he fhun the Wrath of the 
« Gods, the Witneffes of Treaties; and efcape 
" their Vengeance, whofe Power is univerfal ? " 
He added, afterwards, many Things, to prove, 
that the Greeks were obliged, by their own In- 
tereft, to continue faithful to him ; and that, by 
renouncing his Alliance, they muft inevitably 
renounce, not only all Religion, but Reafon, and 
common Scnfe. Jijfaphernes pretended to approve 
of this Difcourfe j and fpoke to him with all the 
Appearance of the moft perfect Sincerity 5 infinu- 
ating, at the fame Time, that fome Perfons had 
greatly mifrejprefented him : 1/ you will bring 
your Officers hither (laid he) 1 will Jhcw you thofe, 
who have wronged you in their Reprcfentations. 
He then kept him to Supper, and profefs'd more 

Friendfhip for him than ever. 

The next Day, Clear chus propos'd in the Af- 
fembly, to carry the feveral Commanders of the 
Troops along with him to Tiffaphernes. He fuf- 

pecled Mown, in particular, whom he knew to 
have had a fecret Conference with that Sat/ *apa, in 
the Prefencc of jfriaus ; belides which, they had 
already had feveral Differences with each other. 
Some, however, objected, it was not proper, all 
the Generals fhould go to Tijfapherms \ and that, 
it did not confift with Prudence, to rely implicitly 
upon the Profcfllons of a Barbarian : But, Cle- 
ar chus continued to in lift upon what he had 
mov*d; till it was agreed, that the four other 
Commanders, with twenty Captains, and about 
two hundred Soldiers (under the Pretext of buy- 
ing Provifions in the Perjian Camp, where there 
was a Market) ihould be fent along with him. 
When they came to the Tent of Tiffaphernes, the 
*iv*<i Commanders, Clear chus, Alenon, Proxcnes, 
dgias, and Socrates, were fuffer'd to enter; but 
the Captains fluid at the Door. Immediately, on 
a certain Signal, before agreed on, thofe within 
Were fcizTd, and the others put to the Sword ; 
oome Perjian Horfc, afterwards, fcour'd the Coun- 
and kill'd all the Greeks they met, whether 
freemen, or Slaves; and Glearchus* vvith the other 
generals, was fent to the King, who order 'd their 
J^eads to be (truck off: Xc?wphon has amply de- 
lcr 't*M the Umractcra of thefe Officers. 



Cltarchus was valiant, bold, intrepid, and fit 
for forming great Enterprises: His Courage was 
not rafb, but regulated by Prudence ; and he re- 
tain'd all his cool Temper, andPrefence of Mind, 
in the Midft of the greateft Dangers: He lov'd 
the Troops, and let them want for nothing. He 
knew how to make them obey him ; but then it 
was out of Fear: His Mien was awful and fevere; 
his Language rough; fciis Punifhments initant and 
rigorous : He gave Way fomctimes to Paffion, but 
prefently came to himfelf, and always chaftiVd 
with with Juftice. His great Maxim was, nothing 
could be done in an Army without a fevere Dil- 
cipline ; and from him came the Saying, that a 
Soldier ought to fear his General, more than the 
Enemy. The Troops eflreem'd his Valour, and 
did Juflice to his merit; but were afraid of his 
rigorous Temper, and did not love to ferve under 
him. In a Word (fays Xe?iophon) the Soldiers 
/eared him, as Scholars do a fevere Pedagogue. We 
may fay of him, with Tacitus, that, by an Excefs 
of Severity, he made, what would have been 
thought well done by another, feem otherwife, 
when done by him : Cupidine fever it at is in his 
etiam, qua rite /ace ret acerbus. 

Proxe?ics was of Baotia : From his Infancy he 
afpir'd at great Things ; and was induftrious to 
make himfelf capable of them. He fpar'd no 
Pains or Cofl to obtain Inftru&ion ; and was the 
Difciple of Gorgias, the Leon tine, a celebrated 
Rhetorician, who fold his Lectures at a very high 
Price. When he found himfelf capable of com- 
manding, and doing Good to his Friends, as well 
as of being ferv'd by them, he enter'd into the 
Service of Cyrus, with the View of advancing 
himfelf thereby: fie did not want Ambition, but 
would take no other Road to Glory than that of 
Virtue. He had been a perfect Captain, had he 
had none but brave and difciplin'd Men to deal 
with 5 and, had it been only neceflary to be be- 
lov'd ; but he was more apprehenlive of being ill 
with his Soldiers, than his Soldiers with him. 
He thought it was fufficient for a Commander to 
praife good Aclions, without chaftizing bad ones; 
for which Reafon, he was belov'd by the Wor- 
thy ; but, thofe of a different Character abus'd 
his Eafinefs and Lenity : He was put to Death ac 
ty Years of Age. 

Could the two Great Perfons, we have here 
drawn after Senophon, have been molded into one, 
a compleat General might have been made of 
them ; by only retrenching their feveral Defects, 
and retaining their Virtues: But ic lcldom hap- 
pens, that the fame Man, as Tacitus fays of wV- 
gricola, behaves, according to the Exigency of 
Times and Circumftanccs, fomctimes with Gentle- 



nefs, and fomctimes with Severity; without lef- 
fening his Authority by the former; or the A flec- 
tion of the People by the latter. 

Mown was %Thcf\alian> avaritious and ambiti- 
ous; but ambitious only from the Motive of A- 
varice; feeking Honour and Eirccm, for the mcie 
Lucre of Money. He courted the Friend fhip of 
the Great, and of Perfons in Authority, that he 
might have it in his Power, to commit I mutt ice 
and Opprcflion uich Impunity. To obtain his 
Ends, all Means with him were lawful, FallhoDd, 
Fraud, or Perjury ; whilit Sincerity, and Integrity 
of Heart, flood in his Scheme for Wcakneffi and 
Stupidity. He lov'd No-body; and, if he pro- 
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fcfs'd Friendship, it was only to deceive. As 
others made their Glory confift in Piety, Probity, 
and Religion, he valued himfelf upon InjuUice, 
Deceit, and Treachery. He gain'd the Favour of 
the Great, by falfe Reports, Whifpering, and Ca- 
lumny ; and that of the Soldiery, by Licence and 
Impunity. In lliort, he endeavour'd to render 
himfelf terrible, by the Mifchief it was in his 
Power to do ; and imagin'd he favoured thofe to 
whom he did none. 

The Ger erals of the Greeks having been feiz'd, 
and the Officers, who attended them, having been 
malfacred, the Troops were in the ucmoft Coniter- 
nation. They were five or fix hundred Leagues 
from Greece, furrounded with great Rivers, and 
Nations, their Enemies-, without any Supplies of 
Provifions. In this general Deje£tion, occafion'd 
by their defperate Condition, they could not think 
ot taking either Nouri foment, or Repofe. In the 
Middle of the Night, Xenopkon, a young Athe- 
nian, but of Prudence, and Capacity', fuperior to 
his Years, went to fome of the Officers, and re- 
prefented to them, that they had no Time to 
lofe ; that it was of the laft Importance to prevent 
the bad Defigns of the Enemy ; that, however 
fmall rheir Number, they would render themfelves 
formidable, if they behav'd with Boldnefs and 
Refolution ; that Valour, and not Multitude, de- 
termin'd the Succefs of Arms; and, that it was 
necetfary, above all Things, to nominate Generals 
immediately \ becaufe an Army without Com- 
manders is like a Body without a Soul. A Coun- 
cil was immediately held, at which an Hundred 
Officers were prefent ; and Xtnophon, being defir'd 
to fpeak, laid before them, at large, the Rea- 
fons, upon which he had, at firft, but lightly 
touch'd ; and, by his Advice, Commanders were 
appointed. They were, Timafion for Clearchus; 
Xanthichs for Socrates ; Chanor for jfgias j Phile- 
j;us for Menon\ and Xe?iopkon for Proxcnes. 

Before the Break of Day, they aflembled the 
Army. The Generals made Speeches to animate 
the Troops; and Xenopkon, amongit the Reft: 
Fellow-Soldiers { jaid he) the Lois of fo many 
brave Men by vile Treachery, and the being 
abandoii'd by 'our Friends, is very deplorable : 
But, we mult not fink under our Misfortunes ; 
and, if we cannot conquer, let us chufe rather 
to perifli glorioufly, than fall into the Hands 
of the har bar tans, who would inflict upon us 
the molt extream Tortures. Let us call t o 
Mind the glorious Battles of Plata*, Thermo- 
pylae > Salami s, and many others; wherein our 
/Xnceftors, though with a fmall Number, have 
fought, and defeated the innumerable Armies 
of the Perfians\ and thereby render'd the Name 
alone of Greeks for ever formidable. It is to 
their invincible Valour we owe the Honour 
we poiTefs, of acknowledging no Matters upon 
Earth but the Gods, jior any Happincfs, but 
what confifts with Liberty. Thofe Gods, the 
Avengers of Perjury, and YVitncfles of the E- 
nemy'a Treafon, will be favourable to us; and, 
as they are attack'd, in the Violation of Trea- 
ties, and take Pleafure in humbling the Proud, 
and exalting the Low, they will alfo follow 
us to Battle, and combat for us. For the Reft, 
Comrades, an we have no Refuge but in Vic- 
tory, which mufl be our Hope, and will make 
uu ample Amends, for whatever it colh to ob* 
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tain it. I lliould believe, if it were your ( 
pinion, that, for the making a more fpeedy 
and lefs difficult Retreat, it would be very pro 
per to rid ourfclves of all the ufelefs Baggage 
and to keep only what is abfolutely neceffary 
in the March." All the Soldiers that Mome'rn 
lifted up their Hands to lignify theirApprobation 
and Confcnt to all that had been faid, and, with' 
out Lofs of Time, fet Fire to their Tents and 
Carriages ; thofe of them who had too much £- 
quipage giving it others who had too little, and 
deftroying the Reft. 

It was refolv'd then, for the Army to march 
without Tumult or Violence, if their Return was 
not oppos'd j but otherwife, to open themfelves a 
Paflage, . Sword in Hand, through the Enemy. 
They began their March in the Form of a great 
hollow bquare, with the Baggage in the Midft of 
it. Chirij'ophtts, the . Lacedamoniafi, had the Van- 
guard ; two of the oldeft Captains the Right and 
Left ; and Timajron^ with %enopbon, were pofted 
in the Rear, as the youngeft Officers. The firft 
Day they fuffer'd pretty much ; becaufe, having 
neither Horfe, nor Slingers, they were cxtreamly 
harrafs'd by a Detachment fenc againft them : 
But they provided, afterwards, againft chat Incon- 
venience, by following Xenophori's Advice. They 
chofe two hundred Men out of the Rhodians in the 
Army, whom they arm'd with Slings, and aug- 
mented their Pay, for their Encouragement. They 
could throw as far again as the Perjians, becauie 
they difcharged Balls of Lead, and the others 
made Ufe of large Flints. They mounted alfo 
a Squadron of fifty Men upon the Horfes intended 
for the Baggage, and fupply'd their Places with 
other Beafts of Burden. By the Means of thefe 
Alteration*, a fecond Detachment of the Enemy 
were very feverely handled. 

After fome Days March, TiJJaphernes appeard 
with all his Forces ; but contented himfelf with 
harrafling the Greeks, who mov'd on continually; 
observing* however, the Difficulty of recreating 
in a holl low Square, in the Face of the Enemy, 
from the Unevennefs of Ground, Hedges, and 
other Obftacles, which muft oblige them to 
break it, they changed their Order of Battle, and 
rmrch'd in two Columns, with the little Baggage 
they had, in the void Space between them. Bc- 
fides, they fornVd a Body of Rcferve of fix hun- 
dred cholen Men, whom they divided into fix 
Companies, and fubdivided by Fifties and Tens, 
to facilitate rheir Motions, according to Occafion. 
When the Columns came dofe to each other, 
they either remain'd in the Rear, or filed off upon 
the Flanks on both Sides, to avoid Diforder; and, 
when they open'd, they fell into the void Space 
in the Rear between the two Columns. In Cafe 
of any Attack, they immediately ran where it was 
ncceflary; and they ftood feveral Charges, but 
they were neither confidcrable, nor attended with 
much Lofs. 



After many Days, they arrived at the River 
Tygris \ but, as its Depth would not admit them 
to repafs it without Boats, they were obliged to 
crofs the Caditfian Mountains, becaufe there was 
no other Way : And the Prifoncrs reported, that 
from thence they could enter Armenia, when 5 
they might pafs the Tygris at its Source j and af- 
terwards, the Euphrates, not very diftanc from if. 

To gain thofe Defiles, before the Enemy could 
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•Ate them, it was thought proper to fet forwards 
i the Night, that they might arrive at the Foot 
f the Mountain, ^by Break of Day ; which was 
Jone accordingly. Cbirifopbus continued at the 
Head of the Advanc'd Guard, with the Troops 
arm'd with miflive Weapons, befides his ordinary 
Corps , and Xtnophon in the Rear, with only the 
heavy-arm 'd Soldiers ; becaufe, at that Time, 
there was nothing to fear on that Side. The In- 
habitants of the Country had taken PofTeflion of 
feveral of the Heights j from whence it was ne- 
ceflary to drive them $ which could not be done, 
without great Danger and Difficulty. 

The Offi cers, having held a Council of War, 
were of Opinion, it was proper to leave behind 
them all the Beafts of Burden, not abfolutely 
neceffary, with all the Slaves lately taken $ be- 
caufe, both the one and the other, would retard 
their March too much, in the great Defiles they 
had to pafsj befides which, it requir'd a greater 
Quantity of Provifions to fupport them; and they, 
who had the Care of the Beafts, were ufelefs in 
Fight. This Regulation was executed without 
Delayj and they continued their March, fome- 
times fighting, and fometimes halting. The paf- 
fing of the Mountains, which took up feven Days, 
fatigued the Troops exceedingly, and occafion'd 
fome Lofs : But, at length, they arriv'd at Vil- 
lages, where they found Provifions in Abundance, 
and refted fome Days, to recover the fevere Fa- 
tigues the Army had fufFer'd j in Comparifon with 
which, all they had undergone in Perfia was as 
nothing. 

They found themfelves, foon after, expos'd to 
new Dangers: Almoft at the Foot of the Moun- 
tains, they came to a River, call'd Gent rites, two 
hundred Foot broad, which ftopp'd their March. 
They were to defend themfelves from the Ene- 
my, who purfued them in the Rear ; and from 
the Armenians, the Soldiers of the Country, who 
defended the oppofite Side of the River. They 
attempted, in vaxn, to pafs it in a Place, where 
the Water came up to their Arm-Pits; and were 
carry'd away by the Rapidity of the Current, 
againft which the Weight of their Arms made 
them unable to refift. By good Fortune, they 
difcover'd another Place not fo deep, where fome 
Soldiers had feen the People of the Country crofs; 
but, even there it requir'd Abundance of Addrefs, 
Diligence, and Valour, to keep off the Enemy 
on both Sides of them : The Army, however, 
got over, at length, without much Lofs. 

They march'd, afterwards, with lefs Interrup- 
tion j pafs'd the Sources of the T?gris 9 and arriv'd 
n t the little River Trieboa* which is very beauti- 
ulf and has many Villages on its -Banks. There 
began the Weft cm Armenia \ which was govern 'd 
by Tiribafus, a Satrapa, much beloy'd by the 
King, and who had the Honour to help him 
mount on Horfe-back, when at the Court : He 
offcr'd to let the Army pafs, and fufler the Sol- 



tack them at a Pafs of the Mountain?, in a De- 
file, through which they mull ncccifurily march. 
They prevented this, nevcrthekfs, by fuzing thar 
Port, after having put the Enemy to Flight ; andi 
after fome Days March through Dcfarrs, they 
pafs'd the Euphrates near its Source^ not having 
the Water above their Middles. 

They fufler 'd exceedingly, afterwards, from a 
North- Wind, which blew in their Faces, and 
made them fcarce able to fetch their Breath \ fo 
that it was thought nccelTary to facrifice to the 
Wind, which feem'd to abate thereupon. Thcy 
march'd on, afterwards, in Snow five or fix Foot 
deep, which kill'd feveral Servants, and BuafU of 
Burden, befides thirty Soldiers : To comfort them- 
felves, they made good Fires during the Night, 
for they found Plenty of Wood. All the next 
Day, they march'd again through the Snow, when 
many of them, through Excels of Hunger, fol- 
low'd but faintly, or continued lying upon the 
Ground, without Strength or Vigour. However, 
when fomething had been given them to ear, 
they found themfelves reliev'd, and purfu\i their 
March. 

The Enemy (till foliow'd them ; and many, 
overtaken by the Night, lay by the Way without 
Fire, or Provifions ; fo that feveral dy'd of their 
Hardfhips, and the Enemy took fome Baggage. 
Several Soldiers were alfo left behind, fome of 
whom had loft their Sight, and others their Toe?, 
by the Snow. Againft the firft Evil, it was good 
to wear fomething black before the Eves ; and 
againft the other, to keep the Legs always in 
Motion, and the Feet bare at Night. Arriving, 
at laft, in a more commodious Place, they diT- 
pers'd themfelves into the neighbouring Villages, 
to recover, and repofe, after their Fatigues, The 
Houfes were built under Ground ; with an Open- 
ing at Top, like a Well; through which the De- 
fcent was by a Ladder ; but, there was another 
Entrance for Cattle. They found there, Sheep, 
Cows, Goats, and Poultry ; with Wheat, Barlev, 
and Pulfe ; and for Drink, there was Beer, which 
was very Itrong, when not mingL d with Water ; 
but was agreeable to thofe who were us\l to it. 
They drank it, with aRced, out ofthcVe(feis that 
held the Beer, upon which they faw the Barley 
fwim. The Mafter of the Houfe where Xt/icfco/i 
lay, received him very kindly; and even Ihew'd 
him where he had concca I'd fome Wine; befides 
which, he made him a Prefent of feveral Horfcs. 
He taught him alfo to fallen a Kind of Hurdles 
to their Feet, and to do the fame to the other 
Beafts of Burden, to prevent their finking in the. 
Snow ; without which, they would have been up 
to the Girth therein at every Step. After havinu- 
refted feven Days in thefe Villages, the Army re- 
fum'd their Rout. 

After a March of feven Days, they arriv'd at 
the River Araxes, calTd alfo the Pbjjus, whjeh. 



ottcr'd to let the Army pafs, and fufler the Sol- is about an hundred Foot in Breadth : Two Days 
diers to take all they wanted, upon Condition, after, they difcover'd the Pbajidtn> Cbalsbes, and 
they fliould commit no Ravages in their March ; Taochians, who kept the PalTes of the Mountain.;, 



which Propofal was accepted, and ratify'd on each 
Sule. This Satrapa, however, kept always a fly- 
ln g Camp, at a fmall Diftancc from the Army ; 
a »d there fell a great Quantity of Snow, which 
Put the Troops to fome Inconvenience j and, bc- 
huea which, they were iuform'd by a Prifoncr, 
t^t the perfidious Perfian had a Defign to at- 



Taocbians, who kept the PalTes of the Mountain:-, 
to prevent their defcending into the Plain ; and, 
feeing it was impoffible to avoid coming to :i 
Battle, they refolv'd to engage them the fame 
Day : But Xtnophon, who had obfervM, that the 
Enemy defended only the ordinary Pallugc, and 
that the Mountain was three Leagues in Extent, 
proposed fending a Detachment, to take Pollellion 
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of the Heights, that commanded the Enemy ; 
which would not be difficult, as chcy might pre- 
vent all Suspicion of their Dclign, by a March in 
the Nighc ; and by making a falfc Actack by the 
main Road, to amufe the Barbarians : This was 
accordingly executed ; the Enemy put to Flight, 
and the Pals cleared. 

This done, they crofs'd the Country of the Cba- 
hbes, who are the molt valiant of all the Barba- 
rians in thdfe Pares ; and who, when they kill'd 
any one, cut off his Head, and carry'd ic about 
in Triumph, tinging, and dancing. They kept 
themfelves clofe lhut up in their Cities ; and when 
the Army march'd, fell fuddenly upon the Rear; 
after having carry'd every Thing of Value in the 
Country* into Places of Safety. After twelve or 
fifteen Days March, they arrived at a very high 
Mountain, caJPd Tccqtu, from whence they dif- 
cover'd the Sea. The fir It who perceiv'd it, rais'd 
loud Shouts of Joy for a confiderablc Time ; which 
made Xenopbon imagine, that the Van-Guard v\as 
attack'J, ard went with all Halte to fupport it. 
A* he approach'd nearer, the Cry of the Sea! 
r-:e Sea! was heard diftinctly; and the Alarm 
changed into Joy and Gaiety ; and when they 
came to the Top, nothing was heard but a con- 
fus'd Koife of the whole Army crying out toge- 
ther, the Sea ! the Sea! who could not refrain 
from Tears, nor from embracing their Generals 
and Officers. And then, without waiting for 
Orders, they heap'd up a Pile of Stones, and 
erecled a Trophy with broken Bucklers, and other 
Arms. 

From thence they ad vane a d to the Mountains of 
C:l:his\ one of which was higher than the Reft; 
and of that the People of the Country had pof- 
fefs'd themfelves: Whereupon, the Greeks drew 
up in Battle- Array at the Bottom, in order to 
attempt the Afcenc, which was not im practicable. 
Xenopbon did not judge it proper, however, to 
march in Line of Battle, but by Files; becaufe 
the Soldiers could not keep their Ranks, from the 
Inequality of the Ground, that in fomc Places 
was eafy'and in others difficult, to climb; which 
might difcourage them. This Advice was ap- 
prov'd, and the Army form'd according to it. 
The heavy-arm'd Troops amounted to fourfcore 
Files, each conlifting of about an hundred Men; 
with one Thoufand eight Hundred light-arm'd 
Soldiers, divided into three Bodies ; one of which 
was poitcd on the Right, another on the Left, and 
a Third in the Centre. After having encourag'd 
his Troops, by representing to them, this was the 
laft Obftacle-thcy had to lurmount, and implor'd 
the Allilhnce of the Gods, the Army began to 
mount the Hill. 7'hc Enemy were not able to 
{rand their Charge, and difpers'd : They pafs'd 
rhofe Mountains then, and encamp'd in villages, 
where they found Provisions in abundance. 

A very Arrange Accident, however, happened 
rhere to the Army, which put them into a Con- 
llernation. For, the Soldiers, finding Abundance 
ol Bee-Hives in that Hare, and eating the Ho- 
ney, were taken with violent Vomiting and Fluxes, 
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like drunken Men; and the 
Reir, either furioufly mad, or dying. The Earth 
was ftrev/d with their Bodies as alter a Defeat ; 
However, r.or.e of rhem dy'd, and the Diitemper 
4 eab'd the ne-v Day, abo.i the lame Hour, it had 



feiz'd them. The third, or fourth Day, the S<u 
diers got up, but in the Condition People areru'r 
taking a violent Medicine. 

Two Days after, the Army arriv'd near 7s 
bifotui, a Greek Colony of Sinopians, fituate upor, 
the Kuxine, or Black Sea, in the Province of Cut 
chis. Here they lay incamp'd for thirty Da) s 
and acquitted themlelves of the Vows they had 
made to Jupiter, Ha culcs 9 and the other Deities, 
to obtain an happy Return into their own Coun- 
try- They alfo celebrated there the Games of the 
Horfe and Foot-Races, WrefUing, Boxing, and the 
Pancratium', the Whole attended with thegreateft 
Joy and Solemnity. 

After having offer'd Sacrifices to the fevcral 
Divinities, and Celebrated the Games, they deli- 
berated upon i he proper Meafures for their Re- 
turn to Greece, and concluded upon going thither 
by Sea; for which Purpofe, Chirifophus offer'd to 
go to Anaxibius, the Admiral of Sparta, who was 
his Friend, to obtain Ships of him. He fet ou: 
directly; and Xenopbon regulated the Order it wa& 
neceflary to obferve, and the Precautions to bv 
taken lor the Security of the Camp, Provifions, 
aiid Forage. He belie v'd it alfo proper to make 
fure of fome Veflels, exclufively of thofe that 
were expecled ; and went upon fome Expeditions 
againit the neighbouring People. 

As Chit ifopbus did nor return fo foon as was ex- 
pected, and Provifions began to be wanting, it 

was refolv'd ro proceed by Land; becaufe rhere 
was nor a fufficient Number of Ships to tranfport 
the whole Army; and thofe, which the Precaution 
of Xenopbon had procur'd, were allotted to carry 
the Women, the old, and fick Men, with all the 
unnecefla;y Baggage. The Army then contimrd 
i s Mat ch, and lay ten Days at Cera/us ; where 
the e was a general Review of the Troops; who 
were found to amount to eight Thoufand fix hun- 
died Men, out of about ten Thoufand ; the Reft 
having dy'd in the Retreat, of their Wounds, Fa- 
tigues, or Difeafes. 

In the fmall 1 ime the Greeks continued in thefc 
Parts, feveral Divifions arofe, both with the In- 
habitants of the Country, and fome of the Officers, 
who were jealous of Xenopbon's Authority, and 
endeavour'd to render him odious to the Army : 
But his Wifdom and Moderation put a Stop to 
thofe Diforders; having made the Soldiers fennble 
that their Safety depended upon preferving Union 
and a goodLTnderftanding amongft themfelves, and 
Obedience to their Generals. 

From Cera/us they went to Cotyora* which is 
not very remote from it ; where they deliberated 
again upon the proper Meafures for their Return; 
the Inhabitants of the Country having represented 
the almoft infuperable Difficulties, of going by 
Land, from the Dvfilcs and Rivers they had to 
pafs, and having offer'd to fupply them with Ship* 
This feem'd the beft Expedient, and the Arm)' 
embark'd accordingly. They arriv'd, the uutff 
Day, at Sinope, a City of Paphlag on itt, and a Co- 
lony of the Mikfians. Chirifophus arriv'd there 
with Gallics alfo, but without Money; though the 
Troops expecled to have recdv'd fomc; however, 
he afiur'd them the Army fliould be paid, afJoon 
as they were out of the Euxinc Sea ; and, th;* c 
their Retreat was universally celebrated* and tl«e 
Subject of the Difcpurfe, and Admiration oi 
Gf eei e* 
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The Soldiers now finding thcmfelves pretty near 
(hecce, were defirous of getting fome Booty, be- 
fore they return 'd thither ; and with that View 
refolved to nominate a General with full Autho- 
rity; whereas, till then, all Affairs had been de- 
cermin'd in the Council of War, by the Plurality 
of Voices. They catt their Eyes upon Xenophon, 
and caufed him to be defir'd to accept that Office. 
He was not infenfible of the Honour of command- 
ing in Chief; but he forefaw the Confequences, 
and defired Time to confider. After having ex- 
preffed the higheft Scnfc of Gratitude for an Offer 
jo much to his Honour, he reprefented, that to 
avoid Jealoufy and Di virion, theSuccefs of Affairs, 
and the Intereft of the "Army, feem'd to require, 
that they fhould chufe a Lacedemonian for their 
General ; the Spartan State being at that Time 
a iually Miftrefs of Greece, and in Confideration 
of char Choke, would bedifpofed to fupport them. 
This ReaJon was not approved of j and they ob- 
jected againft it, that they were far from intending 
eo be kept in a lervile Dependence upon Sparta ; 
or to fubmit to regulate their Enterprizes, by the 
Plcafure or Diflike of that State j and preifed him 
again to accept the Command. He was then o- 
hit^cd to explain himfelf fincerely, and without 
Evafion ; and declared, chat having confulted the 
Gods by Sacrifice, upon the Offer they made him, 
they had manifested their Will by evident Signs; 
from whence it appeared, that they did not ap- 
prove their Choice. It was furprrzing to fee the 
Impreifion, which the fole Mention of the Gods 
made upon the Soldiers, otherwife very warm and 
tenacious of their Opinions $ and who, befidesi are 
commonly little affected with the Motives of Re- 
ligion. Their great Ardor abated immediately, 
and without making any Reply, they proceeded 
to eleft Chirifophus, a~ Laceda/nonian, for their 
General. 

His Authority was of no long Continuance : 
Djfcord, as Xenophon had forefeen, arofe dmopgft 
the Troops, who were angry, that their Gefieral 
prevented their plundering the Grecian Cities; by 
which they paffed. This Difturbance was prin- 
cipally excited by the Pcleponncjfc 
pofed one Half of the Army, a 
Xetiophon, an Athenian, in A 
Mealures were propofed j but 
eluded, the Troops divided th 
Bodies, of which the Achaians 
is, the Pelopotmefians, were the P 
J ug to lour thoufand five hundred heavy-arm'd 
foot, with Lycon and Callimachus for their Gene- 
rals. Chrijophns commanded another Party of a- 
bouc fourteen hundred Men, befides feven hundred 
I'&ht-arm'd Infantry. Xetiophon had the third, al- 
m oft the lame in Number, of which three hun- 
dred were light-arm'd Soldiers; with about forty 
Horfe, which were all the Cavalry of the Army. 
Nie firlt having obtain'd Ships from the People of 
ytraclea, to whom they had fent to demand them, 
to out before the Reft, in Quell of fome Booty, 
• l »d made a Defcent in the Port of Ca/pe. Cbiri- 
J°pbur, who was tick, march'd by Land ; but w ith- 
0l, i quitting the Coatt. Xenophon landed at He- 
; '*<Au, and enter'd into the Heart of the Country. 

New Divifions ttill arofe : The Imprudence of 
!''<•' Troops, and their Leaders, had involved them 
!' ill Mealures, not without Lofs ; from whence 
Addrela of Xetiophon extricated them more th,an 
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once. Being all reconciled again, however, after 
various Success, they arrived by Land at Chryfo- 
polis, in Caledonia, over-againit Byzantium ; whi- 
ther they went fome Days after ; having paffed 
the fmall Arm of the Sea, which feparate^ the two 
Continents. They were upon the Point of plun- 
dering that rich and powerful City, to revenge a 
Fraud and Injury which had been done them, and 
from the Hope of enriching themfelves, once for 
alJ, when Xetiophon ran thither. He admitted the 
Juftnefs of their Revenge, but he made them fen- 
flble of the fatal Confequences which would attend 
it. " After your pillaging this City, and deftroy- 
'< ing the Lacedamoni ans eftablifh'd in it, you will 
44 be deem'd the mortal Enemies of their Repub- 
<c lick, and of all their Allies. Athens my Coun- 
try, that had four hundred Galleys at Sea, and 
in the Arfenals, when it took Up Arms againft 
" them j with great Sums of Money in its Trea- 
,c fury, and a Revenue of a thoufand Talents ; 
<c and befides, was in PofTeflion of all the Ifles of 
** Greece, and of many Cities in Europe and Afia, 
of which this was one, has neverthelefs been 
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reduced to yield to their Power, and fubmit to 
their Sway: And do you hope, who are but an 
Handful of Men, without Generals, Provifions, 
tf Allies y or any Refource, either from Tijfapher- 
<c nes, who has betray 'd you, or the King of Per- 
" Jia, whom you have attempted to dethrone j can 
you hope, I fay, in fuch a Condition, to make 
Head againft the Lacedamoni ans? Let us de- 
4i mand to have Satisfa&ion made us, and not a- 
vengethe Fault of the Byzantines by a- much 
greater Crime of our own, which muft draw 
upon us v inevitaale Ruin. " They were ruled 
at laft by him, and the Affair accdmmodated. 

From thence he led them to Salmydejfa, to ferve 
Scathes, Prince of 'Thrace j who had before folli- 
cited him, by his Envoys, to bring Troops to his 
Aid; in order to his Re eftablifhment, in his Fa- 
ther's Dominions, of which his Enemies had de- 
prived him. He had made Xenophon great Pro- 
mifes, for himfelf and his Troops ; but when they 
had done him the Serviee he had occaflon for, he 
wis fo far from keeping his Word, that he did 
not give them the Pay agreed upon. Hereupon. 
Xetiophon reproach'd him exceedingly, with this 
Breach of Faith ; imputing his Perfidy to his Mi- 
nifter Heraclides, who thought to make his Court 
to his Matter, by faving him a Sum of Money at 
the Expencetif Juftice, Faith, andHoncftyj Qua- 
lities which ought to be dearer to a Prince than 
all others, as they contribute the moft to his Re- 
putation, as well as to the Succefs of Affairs, and 
the Security of a State. But that treacherous Mi- 
nilter, who look'd upon Honour, Probity, and 
Juttice, to be mere Chimera's, and thought no- 
thing valuable but the PofTeflion of much Money, 
had no Defign in Reality, but of inriching him- 
felf by any Means what foe ver ; and robbed his 
Matter the firtt with Impunity, and all his Sub- 
jects along with him. 41 However, continues Xc* 
44 nophon, every wife Man, efpecially in Autho- 
44 rity and Command, ought to regard Julticc, 
" Probity, and the Faith of Engagements ; as the 
*• mott precious Treafure he can poffefs - 7 and as 
" an allured Refource> and an infallible Support 
" in all the Events that can happen.* 1 Heracli- 
des was the more in the Wrong, for behaving in 
this Manner to the Troops, as he was a Native of 
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Greece, and not a Thracian j buc Avarice had ex- 
tinguifh'd in him all Senfe of Honour. 

W hi lit the Difpute between Seuthes and Xeno- 
pho?i was war me ft, Char minus and Poly a ices arriv- 
ed, as Ambafladors from Lace daman, and brought 
Advice, that the Republick had declar'd Wai^a- 
gainft Tiffaphernes and Pharnabafus 5 chat Thim- 
bron had already embark'd with the Troops-, and 
promifed a Darick a Month to every Soldier, two 
to each Officer, and four to the Colonels, as ihould 
engage in the Service. Xenophon accepted this Of- 
fer, and having obtain'd from Seuthes, by the 
Mediation of the Ambafladors, Pare of the Pay 
due to him, he went by Sea to Lampfacus with the 
Army, which amounted, at that Time, to aimoft 
fix thoufand Men. From thence he advanced to 
Pergamus, a City in the Province of Troas. Ha- 
ving met near Parthenia, where ended the Expe- 
dition of the Greeks, a great Nobleman return- 
ing into Per/Fa, he took him, his Wife and Chil- 
dren, with all his Equipage, and by that Means 
found himfelf in a Condition to beftow great Li- 
beralities amongft the Soldiers, and to make them 
a fatisfaclory Amends for .all the Loifes they had 
fuftaincd. Thimbron at Jengtlkarrived, who took 
upon him the Commandrbp^SjSEf oops ; and ha- 
ving join'd them with h^^^^^arch'd againft 
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Tijfapnernes ana r ' RarnaoujUM* 

Such was the I flue of the tfefeb 
of Cyrus 5 Xenophon reckons from 
out of the Army of that Prince, frq^ 
Ephefus, to their Arrival, where cjxj 
fought, five hundred and thirty 
Leagues, and fourfcore and thirteenuS^ 
and in their Return from the Plac^J df' 
Cotyora, a City upon the Coaft of tne : __ 

Leagues, and an hundred and twenty Days MaltS. 
And adding both together, he fays, the Way, gdr 
ing and coming, was eleven hundred and firtjf 
five Parafanga, or Leagues, and two hundred an<! 
fikten Days March ; and that the whole Time the 
Army took to perform that Journey, including all 
the Days of Reft, was fifteen Months. 

It appears by this Calculation, that the Army 
of Cyrus march'd daily, one Day with another, 
aimoft fix Parafanga, or Leagues, in going, and 
only five, in their Return. It was natural! that 
Cyrus, who defired to furprize his Brother, fhould 
ufeall poflible Diligence for that Purpofe. 

This Retreat of the Ten Thoufand Greeks, has 
always pafTcd amongft the Judges in the Art of 
War, as has been already obferved, for a perfeft 



Model in its Kind, and never had its Equal. 3 
deed no Enterprise could be form'd with mor 
Valour and Bravery, condufted with more Pru. 
dence, nor executed with more Succefs. Ten 
Thoufand Men, five or fix hundred Leagues from 
their own Country, who have loft their Generals 
and beft Officers, and find themfelves in the Heart 

l he ? nem 7' s vaft Empire, undertake, in the 
bight of a victorious and numerous Army, with 
their King at the Head of them* to retire through 
the Seat of the Empire, and 'in a Manner fro m 
the Orates of his Palace, and to traverfe a vaft Ex- 
tent of unknown Countries, aimoft all in Arms 
againft them 5 without being difmay'd, by the 
Profpea of the innumerable Obftacles, and Dan. 
gers, to which they were every Moment liable 
from Panes of Rivers, Mountains, and Defiles ! 
open Attacks ; fecret Ambufcades from the' Pco' 
pie upon their Rout ; Famine, aimoft inevitable 
in vaft and defart Regions ; and, above all, the 
Treachery they had to fear from the Troops, who 
feem'd to be employ'd in efcor ting them, but, i n 
Keahty, had Orders to deftroy them. For Art*, 
xerxes, who was {enable how much the Return 
of thole Greeks into their Country, would cover 
him with Difgrace, and decry the Majefty of the 
Empire, in the Senfe of all People, had left no- 
thing undone to prevent it ; and he defired their 
Deftruftion, fays Plutarch, more earneftly, than 
he had to conquer Cyrus . himfelf, or to preferve 
the Sovereignty of his Eftates. Thefe Ten Thou- 
fand Men, however, notwithftanding fo many 
Obacles, carry'd their Point, and arrived, through 
a thoufand Dangers, victorious and triumphant in 
their own Country. Anthony, long after, when 
purfued by the Parthians, aimoft in the fame 
Country, finding himfelf in the like Danger, cry'd 
out m Admiration of their invincible Valour, Ob 
the Retreat of the Ten Thoufand! 
TAlfjd it was the good Suocefs of this famous 

n &A which fi]1 ' d cn e People of Greece with 
for Artaxerxes, by demonstrating to 
vGold, Silver, Luxury, Voluptuout 
■ numerous Seraglio of Women, were 
*~ |f that grand Monarch j but chat, 

Opulence, and all his boafted 
[Pride and vain Oftentation. It 
on, more univerfal than ever 
celebrated Expedition, which 
6 ave *M ^Eofe bold Enterprises of the 
Greeks 9 ^//gKFfoon treat of, that made Arta- 
xerxes tremble upon his Throne, and brought the 
Perfian Empire to the very Brink of 'D^m&xovi. 
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CHAP. III. 

The Confluences of the Death of Cyrus in the Court of Artaxerxes ; The Cruelty and 
jfealoujy of Paryfatis ; She poifons £>uecn Statira, her Daughter-in-Law, for which fie 
is confifid to Babylon j The Grecian Colonies in Ionia deftrc the Ajpftance of the Lace- 
daemonians, which is granted ; Agis King of Sparta dies, and Agefilaus is defied, to 
the Prejudice of his Nephew Leotychides ; His Ghratter ; His Expeditions in Afia ; 
His Interview with Pharnabafus j He is recalTd by the Ephori to dfend his own Coun- 
try, and obeys dire&ly ; Remark thereupon - His fharp Saying at his Departure. 



WE fhali now return to what pafled after 
the Battle of Cunaxa, in the Court of 
-draxerxes : As he believed, that he had 
killed Cyrus with his own Handj and looked up- 
on that Action as the moft glorious of his Life, 
he was defirous that all the World fhould think 
the fame 5 and it was wounding him in the moft 
tender Part, to difpute that Honour, or endea- 
vour to fhare it him. The Caria?i Soldier, whom 
we mention'd before, not contented with the great 
Prefents the King had made him, upon a different 
Pretence, perpetually declar'd to all that would 
hear him, that none but himfelf had kill'd Cyrus, 
and that Artaxerxes did him great Injuftice in de- 
priving him of the Glory due to him. Hereupon 
that Prince, upon being inform'd of this Infolence, 
took a Revenge equally bafe and cruel, and had 
the Weakncfs to caufe him to be deliver'd to Pa- 
ryfatis, who had fworn the Deftruction of all thole 
that had any Share in the Death of her Son. 
Animated by her natural Barbarity, Ihe com- 
manded the Executioners to take that unforaanate 
Wretch, and to make him fuffer the moft ex qui fit e 
Tortures during ten Days j then, after they had 
torn out his Eyes, to pour melted Brafs into his 
Ears, till he expired in that cruel Mi fery j which 
was accordingly executed. 

Mithridates alfo, having boafted in an Enter- 
tainment, where he heated his Brain with Wine, 
that it was he gave Cyrus his mortal Wound, paid 
very dear for that foolifh and imprudent Vanity. 
He was condemned to fuffer the Punilhmcnt of the 
Troughs, one of the moft cruel that was ever in- 
vented, and after having languifh'd in Torment 
during feventcen Days, he diea at laft with great 
Difficulty. 

There only remain'd, for the final Accomplish- 
ment of her Vow, and fully to fatiate her Ven- 
geance, the Punilhment of the King's Eunuch Me- 
Ja&ates, who, by his Matter's Order, had cut off 
the Head and Hand of Cyrus. But, as there was 
nothing to take hold of in his Conduct, Paryfatis 
hid this Snare for him. She was a Woman of great 
Addrefs, had Abundance of Wit, and exccll'd in 
•laying at a certain Game with Dice. After the 



vented his Defires ; and did not blufh at indulging 
his Paflions, even in fupplying him with the 
Means of gratifying them. But file took efpecial 
Care never to lofe Sight of him, and to leave Sta- 
tira as little alone with him as fhe could, defirin 
to gain the abfolute Afcendant of her Son's DiP 
pofition. 

One Day, feeing the King entirely unemploy'd, 
and no Thoughts but to divert himfelf, fhe pro- 
pofed to him to play at Dice for a thoufand Da- 
ricks 5 with which he readily com ply 'd. She fuf- 
fer'd him to win, and paid down the Money : But 
affecting Regret ar.d Vexation, ihe pre/fed him to 
begin again, and to play with her for an Eunuch. 
The King, who fufpected nothing, confented, and 
they agreed to except five of the favourite Eu- 
nuchs on each Side, that the Winner fhould take 
take their Choice out of the reft,- and the Lofer 
be bound to deliver him. Having made thefe 
Conditions, they fat down to play : The Queen 
was all Attention to the Game, and made Ufe of 
her whole Skill and Addrefs in it j befides which 
the Dice favoured her. She won, and chofe Mc- 
/abates, for he was not one of thofe excepted. 
A (Toon as fhe had got him into her Hands, before 
the King could have the leaft Sufpicion, of the 
Revenge flie meditated, fhe deliver'd him to the 
Executioners j and commanded them to flay him 
alive, to lay him afterwards upon three crofs Bars, 
and to ftretch his Skin at large, before his Eyes, 
upon two Stakes prepared for that Purpofe j which 
was pcrform'd accordingly. When the King 
knew this, he was very much concern 'd thereat, 
and violently angry with his Mother ; but, with- 
out giving herfelf any farther Trouble about it, 
fhe told him with a Smile, and in a jefting Way, 
Really, you are extremely fweet tcmper'd and 
kind ; to be fo much out of humour for a dc- 
crepid Wretch of an Eunuch ; when I, who loft 
" a thoufand good Daricks, and paid them down 
upon the Spot, don't fay a Word, and am fa- 
tisfy'd. " 

All thefe Cruelties feem to have been only F.f- 
fays and Preparations for a greater Crime which 
Paryfatis meditated. She had retained at Heart a 
violent Hatred for Queen Statira, which flic had 

. , __ _ fufFer'd to efcape her upon many Occaflons. She 

"lea hire ; had an unbounded Complaifancc for hjm ; perceived plainly, that her Credit with the King 
a nd far from contradicting him in any Thing, pre- her Son, was only the Effect of his Refpeet and 

Con- 
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j ar, fhe had been reconciled with the King 5 
| a y'd often with him ; was of all his Parties of 
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Confederation for her, as his Mother ; whereas 
that for Statira was founded on Love and Confi- 

Of 



r dence, the beft Security ot Power with him. 
what is not the Jealoniy of an ambitious Woman 
capable! Paryfatis relolvcd co rid herfelf, what- 
ever ic coll her, of a fo formidable a Rival. 

For the more certain Attainment of her Ends, 
file feign'd a Reconciliacion wich her Daughtcr- 
in-Law, and gave her all the exterior Marks of 
linccre Friendlhip and real Confidence. The two 
Queens, appearing therefore to have forgot their 
former Sulpicions and Differences, lived well to- 
gether, law one another as before, and eat at each 
other's Appartmcnts. But as both of them knew, 
what Dependence was co be had on the Friend- 
fhips and Careffcs of che Court, efpecially amonglt 
the Women, che}' were neither of chem deceived 
in the other ; and che fame Fears always fubiiiting, 
they kept upon their Guard, and never eat but of 
the fame Diihes, and Pieces. Could one believe 
ic poflible to deceive lo attentive and cautious a 
Vigilance ? Paryjatis one Day, when her Daugh- 
ter-in-Law was at Table with her, took an ex- 
tremely exquifke Bird, that had been ferved up, 
cut it in two Parts, gave one Half co Statira, and 
eat the other herfelf. Statira foon after was feiz- 
ed with fharp Pains, and having quitted che Table, 
died in the moft horrible ConvuHions ; not without 
infpiring the King wich che moft violent Suspi- 
cions of his Mother, of whofe Cruelty, and im- 
placable and revengeful Spirit, he was fuffieiently 
fenfible before. He made therefore, the ftri&cit 
Enqui y into this Murcher : All his Mother's Of- 
fixers and Domelricks were feized, and put to the 
Torture ; when Gygis, one of che Women of Pa- 
ryfatis, and her Confidante, con felled the whole. 
She ha i caufed one Side of a Knife to be rubbed 
with Poifon ; fo that Paryfatis, having cut the 
Bird in two, put the found Part in her Mouth di- 
rectly, and gave Statira che other chat was poi« 
fon'd. Gygis was puc co Death after che Manner 
the Pu/ians punihVd Prifoncrs, which was thus : 
They laid their Heads upon a great, and very 
broad Stone, and beat upon it wich another, till 
the Head was entirely cruuVd, and had no Re- 
mains of its former Figure : But, as for Paryfatis, 
her Son contented himfelf with confining her to 
Pjbj'ov, whither fhe haddefired co retire, and told 
he r , chac he would never fe: his Foot wichin it, 
whilst flic was there 

The Cities ot Ionia, chat had taken the Part of 
Cyttn, apprehending the Refencment of liffapba- 
nn, had applied Co chc Lacalamonians, as che De- 
liverers of Gt ct'cc, for cheir Supuorr, in che Poffef- 
fion of the Liberty they enjoy 'd i and defired they 
would prevent their Country from being ravaged. 
We have already faid that fbimbron was fent thi- 
ther, to whofe Troops Xcnopbcn had join'd his, 
after cheir Return from Pcrf/a. Thimbron was 
foon recalPd upon foine Difcontent, and had for 
his Sueceffor Dercyllirfas, firnam'd Sifypbus, from 
his fndultry in finding Remedies in Cafes of Nc- 
ceffity, and his Capacity in inventing and making 
life of warlike Engines. He took upon him the 
Command of the Army at Jifhcfi(i\ where, when 
he arrived, he was apprized, that there was a Dif- 
ference between the two Satrupa, who command- 
ed in that Country, 

The 1'rovinces of the Pafian Monarchy, which 
were fituatc at the Extremity of che Umpire, re- 



quired too much Application to be govvn/J imme- 
diately by the Prince ; and were cberelore, intruli- 
cd to the Care of the great Lords, common] v 
called Satrap*', Thcfe had each of them, an af 
molt fovereign Authority, in cheir Governments, 
and were, properly fpeaking, not unlike the Vice- 
roys we fee in our Days, in fome neighbouring 
States. They were fupply'd with a Number of 
Troops, fufficient for the Defence of the Country : 
They appointed all Officers; difpofed of the Go- 
vernments of particular Places; and were charged 
with levying I'ributes, and the Return of thern 
to che Prince : I'hey had Power alfo to ra ill- 
Troops, to treat with neighbouring Scates, and 
even with the Generals of the Enemy ; in a Word, 
to do every Thing neceffary for the good Order, 
and Tranquillity of their Provinces. They were 
like wife independent of one another ; and chough 
they ferved che fame Matter, and it was their 
Duty to concur to promote the fame Ends, yet 
being, each of chem, more affected wich che par- 
ticular Advantageof their own Governments, than 
the general Good of the Empire ; they often dif- 
fer'd among themfelves, form'd oppouce Dciigns, 
refufed to aid their ColJegues in Ncceffity, and 
fomctimes even afred entirely againft them. The 
Remotenefs of the Court, and the Abfence of the 
Prince, gave Room for thefe Diifenfions ; and per- 
haps a concealed Policy contributed to keep them 
up ; in order to elude, or prevent, Confpiracies, 
which coo good an Understanding amongft che Go- 
vernors might have excited. 

Dercylltdas having heard, therefore, that Tif- 
fapbemes and Pbarnabafus were at Variance, made 
a Truce with the former, that he might not have 
them both upon his Hands at the lame Time; 
and entering the Province of Pbarnab*fus 9 ad- 
vanced as far as JEolia ; which had been govern'd 
by Zc/u's, the Dardanian, under the Authoricy 
of that SanupJ. After his Death it was to have 
been given to another, but Mania, his Widow, 
going to Pbarnabafus, with handlbme Prefents, 
told him, that having been the Wife of a Man, 
who had rendered him great Services, fhe dehVd 
him not to deprive her of her Husband's Reward; 
that Ihe would fcrvc him with the fame Zeal and 
Fidelity; and that, if fhe fail'd in either, he was 
always at Liberty to take her Government from 
her. ^ She'was continued in ic by this Means, and 
acquitted herfelf with all the Judgment and Abi- 
lity, that could have been expected, from the 
moft confumate Perfon, in the Arts of Ruling. To 
the ordinary Tributes, which her Husband had 
paid, file added Prefents of an extraordinary Mag- 
nificence ; and when Pbarnabafus came into her 
Province, fhe enccrtain'd him more fplendidly than 
any of the other Governors. She was not con- 
cerned with che Prefervation of the Cities com- 
mitted to her Care, but made new Conquefts, and 
took La r iff a, Amanita , and Co /on a. 

Hence we may obfervc, chat Prudence, good 
Senfe, and Courage, are of all Sexes. She was 
prefent in all Expeditions, in a Chariot, and in 
Perfon appointed Rewards and Punifhmcnts. Non<-* 
of che neighbouring Provinces had a finer Army 
than hcr's, and (he had a great Number of Clrttk 
Soldiers in her Pay. She even attended Phariui- 
baftis in all his Enterprises, and was an extraor- 
dinary Support to him : So ihat the Satrapa, wh*j 

knew all the Value of fo uncommon a Merit, 

more 
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nior rt Honour n her, than to all the other Go- 
voivioi . lie cvwi admitted her into his Council, 
•iijj ire. icd 'vcr with fuch a Difrinclion, as might 
h.ive exu ted Jcaloufy ; it the Pvlodelty, and AfFa- 
b hty v>t that Lady, had not prevenred all ill Ef- 
tc L-'i by throwing, in a Manner, a Veil overall 
her Pei lections, which foftcn'd their Luftre, and 
\ L t them only appear to the Objects of Admi- 
ration. 

the had no Enemies but in her own Family: 
J\/idias her Son in-Law, gall'd with the Reproach, 
of fufferir.g a Woman to command in his Place j 
and abufii.g the entire Confidence fhe repos'd in 
hun, which gave him Accefs to her at all l imes, 
il: angled her, together with her bon. After her 
Death, he feiz'd two ltrong Places, wherein fhe 
h ul iecur'd her Trea Aires ; but the other Cities 
d'.-ular'd againtt him ; and he did not long enjoy 
tie Fruits of his Crime; for, Dercyllidas happily 
a i riving at that Jui.&ure, all the Fortrefles of JE- 
o.'ia, either voluntarily, or by Force, furrender'd 
m l-»im: and Midi as was depriv'd of the Poflefli- 

ad fo ur.juftly acquir'd : This done, thi 



the Conduct of iffaphprnes, as too much Li Favour 
or the Lzr t dxmoman*. Upon the warm Infranccs 
of i J iamabafus, the King order'd five hundred 
Talents to be paid him, for the Equipment of a 
Fleet, with Inductions to give Conon the Command 
of it : He fent Ctcfia* into Greece, who, aJrer 
having vifitcd Guides, his native Coun-ry, went to 

Sparta. 

This Ctefias was, at firft, in the Service of 
Cyrus, whom he had follow 'd in his Expedition : 
He was taken Prifoner in the Battle, wherein 
Cyrus was kill'd; and was made Ufe of to dreft 
the Wounds Artaxerxes had received; of which 
he acquitted himfelf fo well, that the King rc- 
tain'd him in his Service, and made him his firfh 



ons he had fo ur.juftly acqui 

Lacedamonian General, having granted Pharna- 
hjus a Truce, took up his W inter- Quarters in 
h;!h)nixi, to avoid being chargeable to his At- 



The next Year, being continued in the Command, 
he murch'd into Thrace, and arriv'd at the Cherfo- 
■• us. He knew, that the Deputies of that Country 
had been at Sparta, to reprefent the Neceflity, of 
i r ifying the IJlhmus, with a good Wall, againft 
the frequent Incurfions of the Barbarians, which 
prevented the Cultivation of the Lands. Having 
rneafur'd the Space, which is more than a League 
in Breadth, he d.ftributed the Work amonglt 
the boldicrs, and the Wall was finiuYd in Au- 
tumn the fame Year. Within this Wall were in- 
clos'd eleven Cities, feverai Ports, a great Num- 
ber of arable Lands, and Plantations, with Pafture 
of all Kinds : The Work being finifh'd, he re- 
turn T d into s/Jia, after having reviewed the Cities, 
and fou.»d them all in good Condition. 

Conon, the Athenian, after lofing the Battle of 
Ai? ofp "tarn os, having condemned himfelf to a vo- 
luntary Banifhment, continued in the Ifle of Cy- 
p'Ui t with YLixi&Evagoras ; not only for the Safety 
of his i erfon, but in Expectation of a Change in 
Affairs; as one (fays Plutarch) who waits the 
Ritmn of the Tide, before he embarks* He had 
always in View the Rc-eilablifhment of the At he- 
niiin Power, to which his Defeat had given a 
RVirral Wound; equally fill'd with Fidelity and 
for his Country, though little favourable to 
['•m i; and alway; meditating the Means to raife 
1C hom its Hums, and re! tore ic to its ancient 
splendor. 

Tliiu Athenian General, knowing the Execution 
°\fhe Defigns in his I'houghrs demanded a pow- 
u 'l Support, wrote to Jrtascrxcs to explain his 
^heme; and ordered the Perfon who carry 'd his 
'•j-'ttc-, r 0 apply himfelf to Ctejias, the Phyfician, 
u n, \ would pre fent it to the King. 1c was ac- 
| v ;tlitiply dcliverM to that Phylieian ; who, it is 
! Ut 'i though he did not. approve the Contents of 
"» iiihlcd Ui what Conon had wrote, that f e defiled 
' A nv ivt-ufd fa:d Ctefias to him, heimr a Per/on 
' • ' <s/'>ih,\' of tt. ini; him Service, cfpeciaf/y in ma- 
/ "««' f/'aits. Alter this, Phai nabaju\ y in Con- 
1 :l vvirli Conon % \\ ent roCoirt, to complain a^andl 



Phyfician: He pafs'd feverai Years in his Service 
in that Quality. VV'hilft he was there, ;he G,eiks y 
upon all their Occafions at that Court, appl) r d 
themfelves to him; as Conon did on this. His 
long Refidence in Pafia, and at the Court, had 
given him the necetfary Time, and Means, for 
his Information in the Hiftory of the Country, 
which he wrote in twenty- three Books. The fix 
firft contained the Hiftory of the Ajfyrians and 
Babylojiians, from Ainus and Semiramis y down to 
Cyrus. The other feventeen treated of the Petfian 
Affairs, from the Beginning of the Reign of Cyi us, 
to the third Year of the ninety-fifth Olympiad, 
which agrees with the three hundred and ninetv- 
eighth before JhSt/S CHRIST, he wrote 
alio an Hiitory of India. Photius has left us fe- 
verai Extracts of both thefe riiitories, which are 
all that remain of Ctejias. He often contradicts 
Herodotus, and differs' fometimes alfo with Jycv/g- 
phon. He was not in much Efteem with the sin- 
cimtSy who fpeak of him as of a very vain. Man, 
whofe Veracity is not to be rely 'd o ,j ar.d who 
has inferted Fables, and fometimes even Lies, in 
his HitVory. 

Tijfaphemes and Pharnabafus, though fecretly 
Enemies to each other, had, upon the King's Or- 
ders, united their Troops, to oppole the "firmer- 
prizes of Dercyllidas, who had march'd into Ga- 
via. 1'hey had redue'd him to take his Ground 
fodifadvantagioufly, chat he mult inevitably have 
pcrihVd, had they charg'd him immediately, 
without giving him Time to make the neceiTary 

Difpofitions. Pharnabafus \sas of this Opinion: 
But lijfaphemes, apprehending che Valour of the 
Greeks, who had been in the Army of Cyrus, ar.d 
which he had experiene'd, and imagining all otheis 
rcfembled them, proposed an Interview, which 
was accepted : And Uet cyliidas having demanded, 
that the Grecian Cities lhould conrinue free; and 
Tijfaphemes, that the Army and Generals of La- 
ccdccmon (hould retire; they made a Truce, till 
the Anfwers of their refpe«ive Matters could be 
known. 

W hi 1(1 thefe Things pafs'd in s/j?a. the Lacede- 
monians rcfolv'd, to chaltife the Infolence of the 
People of Elis ; who, not content with having 
cnter'd into an Alliance with their Enemies in the 
Pe/oponnejian War, prevented their difpuciig the 
Prizes in the Olympich Games. Upon Pretence of 
the Non-payment o( a Fine by Sparta, thev had 
infulred their Citizens during the Games, and hin- 
dered jigis from facri (icing in the Temple of Ju- 
piter Otympius. That King was charged wirh this 
Expedition, which did not terminate till the ihiid 
Year alter, lie could have taken their City O- 

4 ^> hn.p 'u. 
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lympia, which had noWorKs; but contented him- 
ielf with plundering the buburbs, arid the Places 
for the Kxerciies, which were very tine. They 
demanded Pence, which was granted; and were 
fuffer'd to retain the Superintendence of the 
Temple of Jupiter Olympuis, to which they had 
not much Right, but were more wot thy of 
chat Honour, than thole who difputed it with 
them. 

slgis, in his Return, fell fick ; and dy'd, upon 
arriving at Spat tJ : Almoit divine Honours were 
paid to his Memory ; and, after the Expiration 
of fome Day?, according to Cuftom, Leotychides, 
and Age/Haus, the one Son, and the other Brother 
of the Decea&'d, difputed the Crown. The latter 
maintair/d, that his Competitor was not the Son 
of-Vp/i j and fupporrjd his AiTertion, by the Con- 
tention of the Queen herfelf, who knew bell: ; and 
who had often, as well as her Husband, acknow- 
ledged as much. In Effect, there was a current 
Report, that ihe had him by Alcihiades, as has 
been related in its Place; and that the Athenian 
General had corrupted her, by a Prefent of a 
Thoufand Daricks. However, slgis protcfted the 
contrary at his Death ; for, Leoty chides having 
thrown himfelf at his Feet, all bath'd in Tears, 
he could not refufe the Favour he implor'd of him, 
and own'd him for his Son, before all that were 
prefent. 

However, moft of the Spartans, charm 'd with 
the "V irtue, and great Merit of jtigcfilaus, and 
deeming it an extraordinary Advantage, to have 
a Perfon for their King, who had been educated 
amongft them; and who had pafs'd, like them, 
through all the Rigour of the Spartan Education, 
fuppoited him with their whole Power. An an- 
cient Oracle, that advis'd Sparta to beware of a 
lame Reign, was urged again it him; But Lyfandcr 
only made a Jcft of it, and turn'd its Senfe againft 
Leoty chides himfelf; endeavouring to prove, that, 
as a Ballard, he was the lame King the Oracle 
intended to caution them againlr: Hereupon, A- 
pefilaus, both by his own great Qualities, and the 
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powerful Support of Lyfander, carry 'd it againft 
his Nephew, and was declar'd King. 

As, by the Laws, the Kingdom devolv'd to 

-4fj/j, his Brother, Algejftatts, who feem'd to be 
deitin'd to pal's his Life as a private' Perfon, had 
been bred up, like other Children, in the Spartan 
Difcipline, that was a very rough Manner of Life, 
and full of laborious Exercife, but taught Youth 
Obedience perfectly well. The Law difpens'd 
\\ ith this Education only in fuch Children, as were 
rfcllgn'd for the Thror e. Jlgefilaus, therefore, bad 
this peculiar to himfelf, that he did not arrive 
commanding, till he had rirlt learn'd perfectly 
well how co obey. Thence it was, that of all 
the Kings of Spatta, he belt Knew how to make 
his Subjects love and clleem him : Becaufe that 
Prince, to the great (Qualities with which Nature 
had endow'd him for commanding, and the Sove- 
reignty, had acquir'd, from his Education, the 
Advantage of being human and popular. 

U is furprizing, thwt Sparta, a City fo renown'd, 
in Point of Kducation and Policy, fliouJd conceive 
ir proper to abate any Thing of its Severity of 
Dikipline, in Favour of the Princes, who were to 
feign? they having moft Need of being early 
habituated 10 the Yoke ol Obedience, in order 
to their being the belter cjuulify'd to command. 



'Piutarch obferves, that, from his Infancy, yj- 
pej/'/aus v\as remarkable lor uniting Qualities 
lumfelf, which are generally incompatible j a Vi- 
vacity of Spirit, an invincible Refoluciorv, and mm 
ardent Deli re of being Firft, and furp:iftin*r 
others, with a Gentlenefs, Submiffion, anu Do- 
cility, that comply'd at a /ingle Word, and made 
him infinitely fcnlible of the ilighteft Reprimand- 
fo that every Thing might be obtained of him 
Irom the Motives of Honour, but nothing by Fear 
or Violence. 

He ^ as lame, but that Defect was cover'd by 
the Gracefulncfs of his Perfon j and ftill more, bv 
the Gaiety, with which he fupported and rally 'J 
it firft himfelf. It may even be faid, the Infirmity 
of his Body fet his Valour and Ardor for Glory 
in a ltronger Light ; there being no Labour nor 
Enterprise, however difficult, that he would iv- 
fufe, upon Account of that Inconvenience. Praife 
without an Air of Truth and Sincerity, was f 0 
far from giving him Pleafure, that it offended 
him j and was never receiv'd by him in that Light, 
but when it came from the Mouths of thofe, who, 
upon other Occafions, had reprefented his Failings 
to him with Freedom. He would never, during 
his Life, fuffer his Picture to be drawn ; and even 
when dying, cxprefly denVd, no Image might be 
made of him, either in Colours, or Relievo. His 
Reafon was, his great Actions, if he had done 
any, would fupply the Place of Monuments; 
without which, all the Statues in the World cou] d 
do him no Manner of Honour. We only know , 
he was of fmall Stature, which the Spartans did 
not affect in their Kings ; and Theophrqjliis afirms, 
the Epkori laid a Fine upon King j&rchidamut, 
the Father of Agcfilaus, for having efpous'd a very 
little W oman : For ( faid they j JheVl bri?ig us 
Toppets, injicad of Kings. 

It has been remark 'd, Agefilans, in his Way of 
living with the Spartans, behav'd better to hi* 
Enemies than Friends j for, he never did the lcalc 
Wrong to the former, and often violated JuiHcj, 
in Favour of the latter. He would have bee 
afham'd, not to have honour'd, and rewarded h:- 
Enemies, when their Actions defcrv'd it ; and u . 
not able to reprove his Friends, when they conv 
mitted Faults. He would even fupport then 1 , 
when they were in the Wrong ; and, upon fin!' 
Occafions, look'd upon a Zeal for Juftice, as a 
vain Pretence to cover the Refufal of fervir-u 
them. And, as a Proof of this, a fhorc Letter : 
cited, which was written by him to a Judge, ii 
Recommendation of a Friend the Words are : ('' 
Nicias he not guilty, acquit him for his Inno> en • , 
if he be, acquit him upon my Account : But, hi - 
as it Villi, acquit him. 

It is underftanding the Rights and Privilege • 4,1 
Friendiliip very ill, to be capable of rendering 1 • 
in this Manner, the Accomplice of Crime:', ai.»J 
Protcdtrefs of bad Actions. It is the fundamintf 
Law of Fricndjhip (fays Cicero) never to ad' <//j 
or grant any Thing to Friends, that does not cor if'' 
with fujl'tcc and Honour. 

Sfgcfilaus was not fo fcrupulous in this Vo\i\' ; 
at lea It, in the Beginning ; and omitted no Occ.i 
fion of pleating his Friends, and even his ftncnnV:. 
By this officious and obliging Conduct, fiippo"^''' 
by his extraordinary Merit, he acquir'd gi<- vlf 
Credit, and almolfc abfolute Power in the Ci\)' » 
which ran fo high, as to render him fufpeclcd l>) 
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his Country : The Ephori, to prevent its Effeas, that Prince. F:om thai Tin:.?, Lf Ji.id it. fe i<--.:\y 

•ind check' his Ambition, laid a Fine upon him 5 in his Thought to humble tha- proud Ki-puiJioV, 

ailcdg'ng, as their fole Rcafon, 'That he attached by railing up lis Rival ; a;.d, b) that Mc.ir.r; ic- 

the Hearts o/' the Citizens to him feif alone \ -which eftablilhing the ancient BaJJance beu»ven rhem ; 

were the Right of the Rrp?/bfirk 3 and ought not to which could alor.c atfurc his Safely, bv keeping 

be poffejjed but m common. ^ ^ them perpetually cm ploy 'd againlt each other, 

VVhen he was declar'd King, he was put into and thereby prevented from uniting their Forces 

polfellion of the whole Eftate of his Brother Agis, againlt him. 

of which Lcotychides was deprived, as a Ballard : Lyfander, who was defirous of being fenr i:,to 
But, feeing the Relations of that Prince, on the Afia, in order to re-eftabJim his Friends and Crea- 
Side of his Mother Lampito, were all very poor, tures in the Government of the Cities, from which 
he divided the whole Inheritance with them; Sparta bad remov'd them, itrongly ii.clin'd Agt- 
and> by that A£r. of Gcjncrofity, acquir'd great ftlaus, to take upon himfeif the Charge of chat 
Reputation, and the Good Will of all the World, War; and to prevent the Barbarian King, by 
inftcad of the Knvy and Hatred, he might have attacking him remote from Greece, before he 
drawn upon himfeif, by the Inheritance. Thefe fliould have finifn'd his Preparations. The Re- 
port of Sacrifices are very glorious, though rare; publick having made this Propofal to him, he 
rheir Value, we believe, not being fufHciendy could not refule it, but charg'd himfeif wirh T he 
known. _ Expedition againlt Artaxct .w; upon Condition 
Never was King of Sparta fo powerful as j4ge- that thirty Spartan Captains fliould be gra-.ted 
ftiaus ; and it was only (as Xenophon fays) by obey- him, to alfifr. him, and compofe hib Council, with 
nig his Country in every Thing, that he acquired fo twoThoufand new Citizens, to be chofen out of 
great an Authority : Which feems a Kind of Pa- the Helots, who had been lately made Freemen; 
radox, and is thus explain'd by Plutarch. The and fix Thoufand Troops of the Allies-, which v. as 
Ephori and Senate had, at that Time, the greateft immediately refoh xl. Lyfandcr was placed at the 
Power lod^'d in their Hands. The Office of the Head of the thirty Spartans \ not or.Jv upon /ic- 
Ephori fubfifted only one Year ; they were infti- count of his great Reputation, and the Authority 
tuted to moderate the too great Power of the he had acquir'd, but for the particular Fri en;'. \)v.p 
Kings, and fcrve as a Barrier againlt it, as we between him and .lgc/i!aus\ who w.:s indebted :o 
have obferv'd elfewhere. For this Reafon, the him for the Throne, as well as the 'oriour vhsrh 
Kings of Sparta, from their Eftablifhment, had had been lately conferr'd upon him, of reir.g 
always retain'd a Kind of hereditary Avetfion for elected GeneraliiTimo. 

them, and continually oppos'd their Meafuies. A- The glorious Return of the Greek, whr> had 

gefilaus took a quite contrary Method. Inftead of foliow'd C>riis\ and whom the whole Power of 

thwarting them perpetually, and clafhiru, upon all )'cijial was not able to prevent from retre:::ing 

Occafions, with thei Mealures, he made it his into their own Country, had infpir'd all Gw.re 

Bufinefs to cultivate their good Opinion ; treated with a wonderful Confidence in its Forces, a\d 

them always with the utmoft Deference and Re- the utmoft Contempt tor the Barbarian:. In this 

gard ; never entei'd upon the leaft Entcrptizc, Difpofition of the People, the I atid^ninians con- 

v.ithout having firft communicated it to them; ceiv'd it would be a Reproach to them, to neg- 

nnd, upon thei • Summons, quitted eve y Thing, le£t fo favourable a Juncture for delivering the 

:md repaii'd to the Senate, with the utmoft Sub- Greeks in ~djia> from their Subjection to thefe 

miffion and Reiignation : Whenever he fate upon Batbarians^ and for putting an hind to the Ou*- 

his Throne to admir.ilrcr Jufticc, if the Ephori rages and Violences with which they were cont - 

entcr'd, he never fail'd to rife up to do them Dually opprciUng them. They had already ar- 

Honour. By all thefe Inltances of Refpecl, he tempted this by their Generals i'htmbi en and Drr- 

feem'd to add new Dignity to their Chai ge,whilft, cyllidas ; but all their Endeavours having hitherto 

in Reality, he increas'd his own Power, without prov'd ineffectual, they refcrr'd the Conduct ot 

its being obferv'd ; and added to the Sovereignty this War to the Care of Agejilatt*. He pinrnis'd 

a Grandeur, the more folid and permanenr, as it them, either to conclude a glorious Peace with the 

was the Effect of the People's Good -Will and Per/fans, or to employ them fo efhvruall*, r»i 

Hfteem for him. The greateft of the Roman Em- ihould leave them neither Leifure, nor Inclu.a: iou, 

perors, as Alugu/tus f Ti a/an, and Marcus Antoninus, to remove the War into Gieece. This Kit g has! 

were convinced, that the utmoft a Prince could great Views, and thought of nothing leU, than 

do, to honour and exalt the Dignity of the prin- attacking Ai t axe t xc \ in 'Pa J/ a itlelf. 

cipal Ma^tftrares, was only adding to his own When he arrived at Ephef:n t Tijfapha ;.'« . Us.L 

Power, and ftiengthcning his Authority; which to demand what Realon had indue'd his comh.g 

neither fliould, nor can be founded on any Thing into slfidy and why he had taken up Arm • He 

hut Jufticc. Such was the brave AgcfiJaus, of replyM, that ho came to aid the Greets wh>) in- 

whom much will be fntd hereafter, and with habited there, and re-eiiablilh them in thJr an- 

whole Character it was, therefore, neccflary to cient Liberty : Whereupon, that Satraf.;, who 

hegin. was not yet preparM, prelerr'd Art to Force, and 

He had fcarce afcended the Throne, when Ac- allur'd him, that his Matter would give thv G.> . - 

counts came fi om Afia, that the King of PerJ/a dan Cities of ✓///.; their Liberty, provided he 

was equipping a great Fleer, with Intent rode- committed no Ails of Hoftility, 'till the Return 

Prive the Lacedemonians of their Empire at Sea. of the Couriers. To this sJgejitat/i agreed; and 

Conon's Letters, feeonded by the Remonftrances the Truce was lworn on both Sides : Notwith- 

^ Pharvabafus, who, in Concert with him, had Handing which, Tijfapbernes, who laid no j»i\at 

r 5prefentcd u> Attaxetxes, the Power of Sparta as St re fs upon an Oath, took the Advantage of this 

*°rn)idable, had made a ltrong Imprellion upon Delay to a tfemble Troops on all Sides. The l a- 
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L cJif:::c/iiini General was sppriz-Nl of ic, bur, how- Innians, told them, 2lu;f rw fctfra .fo 

ever, kept his VY'axJ; being convinced, chat in confute his AJa/tcr- Butcher. 

Affairs of Scute, the Breach of Faith can have LyJ'under thought it, then, incumbent upon hi.-., 
but a very ihorc and precarious Succefs; whereas, to f peak, and come to an Explanation with hiw, 
a Reputation eibbliih'd upon inviolable Fidelity, Their Converfation was brief and concifo. C. 
in the Obiervance of Engagements, which the Per- tainfy, my Lord (laid Lyfander) you know iu,y • . 
fidy itlelt of the other contracting Party has not how to mortify and humble your Fiiends. 2ls, -: L - 
lower to alter, will elbblilh a Credit and Con- t bey would Jet them/elves above mc ; but, when th^) 
fide nee, equal J y ufetul and glorious: In Effect, are mindful of my Dignity, I know al jo how to/,/- 
AtUvfeoa remarks, that this religious Obfervation them Jhare in it. But, perhaps, my Lord (reply 'J 
of Treaties gain'd him the univerfal Erteem and Lyfander) I have been injured by f 'alje Repot ts, and 
Opinion of the People; whiltt the different Con- Things I never did, have been imputed to mc. j 
duct of 'Djjapbernes incirely loft him their Fa- mujl beg y therefore-, if it be only upon Account of 
vour. * the Strangers, who have, all of them, their Eyes 

Ageftlaus made Ufe of this Interval, in acquiring upon us, that you would give me Juch an Employ- 
an exact Knowledge of the State of the Cities, ment in your Army, wherein you foal I think me Icujl 
and in making lui cable Regulations. He found capable of difp leafing, and mojl of ferzipig, you 
greac Dilorders every-w here j their Government effeclually. 

being neither Democrtical, as under the Athenians ■> The Effect of this Expostulation was, that Age- 
nor Ariiroerancal, as Lyiandcr had eftablifh'd it. fllaus conferred upon him the Government of the 
The People of the Country neither had any Com- Hcllefpont 5 in which Employment he retained ail 
munJcation with Agejilaus, nor had ever known his Refcntment, without^ however, neglecting an v 
him ; for which Reafon, they made no Court to Part of his Duty j or of what condue'd to the 
him; imagining, that he had the Title of General Succefs of Affairs. Some frnall Time afer, he 
for Form-Sake only, and that the whole Power return'd to Sparta, without any Marks of Honour 
was really vefted in Lyj'ander. As no Governor or Diftinclion ,• but infinitely incens'd againlf. Age* 
had ever done fo much Good to his Friends, or filaus, and with the Hopes of making him fully 
h'Hfchkt to hia Enemies, it is not at all furprizing, fenfible thereof. 

that he was fo much belov'd by one, and fear'd It muft be allow'd, that Lyfander^s Conduct, as 
by the other- All, therefore, were eager to pay we have here reprefented ir, fhews a Vanity, and 
their Homage to him > were every Day in Crowds Meannefs of Mind, on his Side, much unworthy 
at his Doorj and made h;s .Train very numerous of his Character. On the other Hand, perhaps 
when he went abroad 5 whillt jjgefilaus remain'd Agejilaus carry'd Coo far his Scnfibility and Deli- 
almoit alone. Such a Conduct: could not fail of cacy, in Point of Honour; and was a UzcIq too 
offending a General and Ki g, extreamly feniible fevere upon a Friend and Benefactor; whom iccrtt 
of Slights or Jnfuhs, and jealous in what conccrn'd Animadverfions, attended with Opennefs of Hearr, 
his Authority ; though ocherwife not en vie us of and Expreflions of Kindnefs, might have reclaimed 
any o ,cs Me it; but, on the contrary, much in- to hisDuty. But, as fliining asLyjandcr'sMcrk was, 
cli'n'd to diuinguilh ic with his Favour. Accor- and as confidcrable as the Services he had render'd 
dingly, he d:d not diffemblc his Difguft ; but Ageftlaus, might be, they could not, all of them, 
paid no Regard to Lyfander 9 s Recommendations, give him a Right, not only to an Equality with 

and ceas'd to employ him himfelf. Lyfa?tder pre- his King and General, but to the Superiority he 
fently perceiv'd this Alteration in the King's Be- affected, which, in fome Meafure, tended to make 
haviour to him : He difconcinu'd, therefore, his the other infignificant. He ought to have rcmcm- 
Applications for his Friends to Agejilaus, and de- ber'd, that it is never allowable for an Inferior to 
hVd them not to vific him any more, nor attach forget himfelf, and to exceed the Bounds of a 
themfelves to him; but addrefs thcmfclves directly juft Subordination. 

to the King, and cultivate the Favour of thofe. To return from whence we have digrcfsxl; 
who, at that 'J ime, had Power to fervc and ad- when Tijj'aphernes had receiv'd the Troops a HignM 
vance their Creatures. Accordingly, the moft him by the King, and drawn together all Ins- 
Part of them left off importuning him with their Forces, he fent to command Agejilaus to renre 
Affairs, but did not ceafe to pay their Court to out of AJia\ and declared War "a gain ft him, in 
him : O.i the contrary, they were only more affi- Cafe of KcfufaJ. Hereupon, his Officers were all 
duoua than ever about his Pcrfon; attended him alarm'd, not believing him in a Condition to op 
in Throngs, when he took the Air abroad; and pofe the great Army of the 'P erfian Monarch \ bur. 
regulai ly allilred at all his Exercifes ; Lyfander, as^ for himfelf, he heard the Heralds of Tijjjphe.m * 
naturally vain, and long nccuftom'd to the Homage with a gay Countenance; and order'd them to re 1 1 
and bubmilfon, that attend abfolute Power, did their Mutter, he was under a very great Obligating 
j.ot take luffi jicnt Care, to difcountenance the Court to him, for having made the Gods, by his Per/ to v, 
paid him by the fervile Crowd, who continually tbcEnemies of Perfia, and the Ft 'tends 0/ Greece. Me 
made t heir Ai drdfes Co him, with more Appli- promis'd himfelf great Things from this Exjh di- 
ciii'Mi than ever. tion ; and would have thought ic an exceeilii-K 

Thirt ridiculous Affectation of Authority and Difgrace for him f thac ten Thou fa nd Greeks, under 
Grai.deur, grew itill more and more oUcnh've to the Command of Xenophon, fhould have pab'd 
-4crjt(a:ti \ and fcem'd as if intended to infult him. through the Heart of Afia to the Grecian Sea, and 
He refentcd it fo highly, that, having difpos'd of beat the King of Perjia, as often as he appear'd 
the molt Lonfiderabie Command* and heft Govern- againft them; and chat he, who commanded il lL * 
n.efiii to private Officers, he appointed L; fandcr Lacedemonians ^ whofe Empire extended over all 
C'on.milf iry ol the Srores, and Difrributor of Pro- Greece by Sea and Land, (liould not execute toiw'< 
\ in. iit, } and afterwards to infnk arid deride the lixploit worthy of C J lory and Kcmcrnb/u -ce. 



PERSIANS and GRECIANS. 



349 



At firft* therefore, to revenge the Perfidy of 
yy ffaphe rncs, by a juft and allowable Deceit, he 
made a Feint of marching his Army into Caria, 
the Refidcncc of that Satrapa \ and affoon as the 
Barbarian had caus'd his Troops to march that 

he turn'd fliort, and fell upon Phrygia, 



Barbarians did not fuftain the firft Shocks but 
took to their Heels immediately; and the Greek* 
purfued them, and forced their Camp, where 

they made a great Slaughter, and a ftill greater 
Booty. 



Way, _ 
where he took many Towns, and amafs'd irrimenfe 

Treafures, which he diftributed amongft the Offi- 
ccrs and Soldiers ; letting his Friends fee (fays 
Plutarch) that, to break a Treaty, and violate an 
Oath, is to de.fpi.fe the Gods themfelves 5 and that, 
on the contrary, to deceive an Enemy by the 
Stratagems of War, is not only juft and glorious, 
but a fenfible Delight, attended With the greateft 
Advantages. 

The Spring being come, he afTembled all his 
Forces at Ephefus 5 and, to exercifc his Soldiers, 
he proposed Prizes both for the Horfe and Foot. 
This fmall Incentive fet every Thing in Motion ; 
the Place for Exercifes was perpetually full of all 
Kind of Troops ; and the City of Ephefus feem'd 
only a Palasjlra, and a School of War; the whole 
Market-Place was fill'd with Horfes and Arms, 
and the Shops with different Kinds of military 
Equipage - 9 Ageftlaus was feen returning from the 
Exerciles, follow 'd by a Crowd of OfHcGrs and 
Soldiers; all of them crown'd with Wreaths; 
which they were going to depofite in the Temple 
of Diana , to the Admiration and Delight of all 
the World. For ( fays Xenophon") where Piety and 
Discipline are feen to flour ifh, there is all Manner 
of Reafon to hope for the greatejl Succefs. 

To give his Soldiers new Valour, from a Con- 
tempt of their Enemies, he madeUfe of this Con- 
trivance. He order'd the Commiflaries, who had 
Charge of the Booty, to drip the Prifoners, and 
expole them to Sale. There were Abundance of 
Buyers for their Habits; but, for themfelves, 
their Bodies were fo foft, white, and delicate, 
having been bred up effeminately, and never us'd 
to bear, even the Heat of the Sun; that they 
laugh'd at them, as neither of Service, nor Value. 
utgeftlaus then approaching, fa id to his Soldiers, 
pointing to the Men, See there againft whom you 
fight ; and mewing them their rich Spoils, and 
there for wh 't you fight. 

When the Seafon for taking the Field *return'd, 
Jgefilaus gave out, that he would march into 
Lydia; whereupon, Tiffaphernes, who had not for- 
got the firft Stratagem, and was not willing to be 
deceived a fecond Time, made his Troops march 
directly for Caria > not doubting but Agejilaus 
would turn his Arms that Way ; the rather, be- 
caufe it was natural for him, as he wanted Caval- 
ry, to endeavour to gain a Footing in an uneven, 
mountainous Country, which might render the 
Horfe of an Enemy ufelefs and unfcrviceable. 
But he deceived himfelf; Jgefilaus cntcr'd Lydia, 
and 'approach'd Sardis ; upon which, TiJTaphcrnes 
haftcn'a thither with his Horfe, with Intent to 



relieve the Place; and /l^efilaus, knowing that 
his Infantry had not had Time to arrive, thought 
proper to take Advantage of fo favourable an 
Opportunity, to ^ive him Battle, before he had 
rc-affembled all his Troops. He drew up his Ar- 
my in two Lines; the'flrit he form'd of his Squa- 
drons, whofe Intervals he flll'd up with Platoons 
of the lightsirm'd Foot ; ordering them to begin 
the Charge, whilft he followM with the fecond 
J-ine, compos'd of hi; licavy-arm'd Infantry. The 
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After this Battle, the Troops of Jgefilaus were 
at intire Liberty to plunder and ravage the 
whole Country of the Perfians j and, at the fame 
Ti me, had the Satisfaction, to fee their Prince in- 
flict an exemplary Punifhment, upon Tijjaphernes\ 
who was a very wicked Man, and the moft dan- 
gerous Enemy of the Greeks. The King had al- 
ready receiv'd Abundance of Complaints of his 
Conduct ; and, upon this Occafion, he was accus'd 
of Treafon, as not having done his Duty in the 
Battle. Queen Paryfatis 9 always actuated by her 
Hatred and Revenge againft thofe, who had any 
Share in the Death of her Son Gyrus, did not a 
little contribute to the Death of this Satrapa 5 
by 'aggravating, with all her Power, the charges 
brought againft him ; for, fhe had been intirely 
reftor'd to Favour, by the King her Son! 

As Tijfaphernes had a great Authority in Jjia, 
Jlrtaxerxes was afraid to attack him openly ; and 
thought it neceflary to take fuitable Precautions; 
in feizing fo powerful an Officer, who might have 
provM a dangerous Enemy. He charg'd Tithrau- 
Jtes, therefore, with this important jCommiflion ; 
and, to that End, gave him two Letters. The 
firft was for Tijfaphernes, and cdntain'd his Orders 
about the War with the Greeks , with full Power 
to act as was requilite. The fecond was addrefs'd 
to Ariaus, Governor of Lariffa, who was com- 
manded to a 111 ft Tithraujies with his Counfel, and 
all his Forces, in feizing Tijfaphernes. Ariaus loft 
no Time, but fent to defire that Satrapa would 
come to him, that they might confer together 
upon the Operations or the enfuing Campaign : 
And Tiffaphernes, who fufpe&ed nothing, went to 
him, with only a Guard of three Hundred Men. 
Whilft he was in a Bath, without Sabre,, or other 
Arms, he was fclz'd, and put into the Hands of 
Tithraujies, who caus'd his Head to be ftruck off, 
fent it immediately to Perjia>, and the King gave 
it to Paryfatis ; an agreeable Prefent to a Prin- 
cefs of her violent and vindictive Nature. Though 
this Conduct of Artaxerxcs feems little worthy of 
a Monarch, no-body lamented the Fate of that 
Satrapa, who had no Veneration for. the Gods, 
nor any Regard for Men ; who lookM upon Pro- 
bity and Honour as empty Names ; who made a 
Jeft of the moft facred Oaths, and belie v'd, the 
whole Affability, and Policy of a Statefman, con- 
fifted in knowing how to deceive others by Hy- 
pocrifv, Fraud, Perfidy, and Perjury. 

Tithraujies had a third Writing from the King, 
whereby he was appointed to command the Ar- 
mies, in the Room of Tiffaphernes : Wherefore, 
afrer having executed his Commiffion, he fent 
great Prefents to /Igejilaus, to induce htm to enter 
more readily into his Views and Intereft j and or- 
der'd him to be told, that the Caufc of the War 
being remov'd, and the Author of all Differences 
put to Death, nothing oppos'd an Accommoda- 
tion ; that the King of Perjia confented the Cities 
of jffta ftiould enjoy their Liberty, on paying him 
the cuftomary Tribute, provided he would with- 
draw his Troops, and return into Greece. To this, 
Jgefilaus rcply'd, that he could conclude nothing 
without the Orders of Sparta, upon whom alone 
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•-depended the Peace; chat, as for him, he was 
better pleas'd with inriching his Soldiers than him- 
felf; chat the Greeks, befides, thought it more 
glorious and honourable, Co Cake Spoils from their 
Enemies, than accept their Prefents. However, as 
he was not unwilling to give Titbraujles the Satis- 
faction of removing out of his Province, nor Co 
exprefs his Gratitude to him, for having punifh'd 
the common Enemy of the Greeks, he march'd 
in co Phrygia, which was the Province of Pbarna- 
bafus. Titbrartjics had himfelf propos'd thac Ex- 
pedition Co him, and paid him chircy Talents for 
the Charges thereof. 

Upon his March, he receiv'd a Letter from che 
Magi (traces of Sparta, with Orders to take upon 
him che Command of the Naval Army, and a 
Power to depute whom he thought fit in his Stead. 
By thefe new Powers, he faw himfelf abfoiute 
Commander, of all the Troops of that State in 
Afia y both by Sea and Land. They came Co this 
Refolution, that all Operations being directed by 
one and che fame Head, and the two Armies act- 
ing in Concert, the Plans which fhould be form'd, 
might be executed with more Uniformity, and 
every Thing confpire to the fame End. Sparta, 
till then, had never done the Honour to any of 
their Generals, to confide to him, at the fame 
Time, the Command of the Armies by Sea and 
Land. So that all the World agreed in the O- 
pinion, that he was che greateft Perfonage of his 
Time; and beft fuftain'd the high Reputation he 
enjoy 'd. But he was Man, and had his Fail- 
ings. 

The firfr Thing he did was to eftablifh fifan- 
der, as his Lieutenant in che Fleet ; in which he 
feems to have committed a confiderable Fault; 



becaufe, having about him many older, and more 
experiene'd Captains, without Regard to the Ser- 
vice of the Publick, only to honour an Ally, 
and to pleafe his Wife, who was Pifander's Sifter, 
he intruftcd him with the Command of che Fleet; 
that Employment being much above his Abili- 
ties; though he was not without his Merit.. 

This is the common Temptation of Perfons in 
Power; who believe they poffefs it only for them- 
fclves, and their Families ; as if che Advantage of 
Relation to them was a fufficient Title and Qua- 
lirlcation for Pofts, which require great Abilities. 
They do not reflect, that they not only expofe 
the Affairs of a State to Ruin by their private 
Views; but facrifice, befides, theJnterefts of their 
own Glory, which cannot be maintain'd, buc by 
Succefles, it were inconfiftent to expect, from In- 
ftruments fo ill chofen. 

Agcjilans continued, fbme Time, with his Ar- 
my in Phrygia, in the Government of Pbarnaba- 
fus , where he liv'd in the Abundance of every 

From 
he made 

an Alliance with King Cotis, who paflionately 
defir'd his Amity, from the Senfe of his Faith in 
the Obfervancc of Treaties, and his other Virtues. 
The fame Motives had already indue'd Spithrida- 
tes, one of the King's principal Officers, to quit 
the Service of Pbarnabafus, and go over to Agefi- 
lam ; to whom, after his Revolt, he had render'd 
great Services ; for; he had a great Body of Troops, 
and was very brave. This Officer, having cnter'd 
Phrygia, had laid wafte che whole Country under 
Pharnubafits $ who never dar'd, cither to appear 
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Thing, and amafs'd great Sums of Money, 
thence advancing as far as Papblagonia, hi 



in the Field a gain ft him, or even to rely upon his 
Fortrefles : But, carrying away whatever was moil 
valuable and dear to him, he kept flying conti- 
nually before him, and recir'd from one Place to 
another, changing his Camp every Day. Spttbri- 
dates, at length, taking with him fome Troops, 
and the Spartan, Herippidas (who was the chiefof 
che Council of Thirty, fent by the Republick to 
Agejilaus the fecond Year) watch'd him one Day 
fo clofely, and accack'd him fo fuccefsfuUy, thac 
he made himfelf Mafter of his Camp, and all the 
rich Spoils with which it abounded : But, Herip- 
pidas y injudicioufly fetting himfelf up as an inex- 
orable Comptroller, was for bringing the Booty 
that had been embezzled, to an Account} forcing, 
even the Soldiers of Spitbridates, to reftore what 
they had taken ; and, by vifiting their Tents, and 
fearching them with an unfeaionable Exa&nefs 
and Severity, affronted Spithridates to fuch a De- 
gree, that he withdrew directly Co Sardis wich his 
Papblagonians. 

It is faid, chat, in this whole Expedicion, no- 
thing fo fenfibly affected Agefilaus, as che Retreat 
of Spithridates ; For, befides his being very forry 
for the Lofs of fo good an Officer, and fo good 
Troops, he apprehended being reproach'd with a 
mean and fordid Avarice ; a V ice, equally di {ho- 
nourable to himfelf, and his Country 5 and of 
which he had taken Pains Co avoid the flighteft 
Sufpicion, during his whole Life. He did not 
think it confiftent with the Duty of his Office, to 
fliut his Eyes, through flothful Eafe, and Indo- 
lence, againft all the Malverfations that were com- 
mitted under him $ but he knew at the fameTime, 
that there is a Rigour and Severity, which, by 
being carry 5 d too far, degeneraces incothe contrary 
Extream; and, by too great an Affectation of 
Virtue, becomes a real; and dangerous Vice. 

Some Time after, Pbarnabafus, who faw his 
Country ravaged, demanded an Interview with 
Agefilaus, which was negociated by a common 
Friend of them both. Agefilaus arriv'd firft with 
his Friends at the Place agreed on, and late down 
in Expectation of Pbarnabafus upon che Turf, un- 
der the Shade of a Tree. When Pbarnabafus ar- 
riv'd, his People fpread Skins upon the Ground, 
of exceeding bofenefs, from che Length of their 
Hair ; with rich Carpets of various Colours, and 
magnificent Cufhions : But, when he faw Afee/tlaus 
fitting only upon the Turf, without any Prepara- 
tion, he was afham'd of his Effeminacy, and fate 
down alfo upon the Grafs. On this Occafion, the 
Per/tan Pride was feen to pay Homage Co the 
Spartan Modefty and Simplicity. 

After reciprocal Salutations, Pbarnabafus fpoke 
to this Effect : That he had ferv'd the Lacedamo- 
mans in the Velopoimefian War, to the utmoft of 
his Power, fought fevcral Battles for them, ant! 
fupported their Naval Army, without giving any 
Room to reproach him with Fraud or Treacher)'* 
as Tijjapbernes had : That he was furpriz'd at their 
coming to attack him in his Government; burning 
the Towns, cutting down the Trees, and laying 
wafte the whole Country : That, if it was the 
Cuftom with the Greeks, who made Profeflion of 
Honour and Virtue, to treat their Friends and 
Benefactors in fuch a Manner, he did not know 
what they might mean by Juftice and Equity* 
Thcfc Complaints were not entirely without Foun- 
dation j and were uttci'd wich a modeft, but p*" 
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the tick, Air, and Tone of Voice. The Spartans* 

w ho attended Agejilaus, not feeing how they could 
be anfwer'd, caft down their Eyes, and kept a 
profound Silence : But Agefilaus, who obferv'd it, 
like wife* rcply'd almoft in thefe Terms : €C Lord 
Pharnabajus, you are not ignorant, that War 
often arms the beft Friends againft each other, 
for the Defence of their Country. Whilft we 
were fuch to the King your Matter, we treated 
him as a Friend ; but, as we are become his 
Enemies, we make open War againft him, as it 
is juft we fhould ; and endeavour to hurt him, 
by what we act againft you. However, from 
the Inftant you fhall think fit to throw off the 
Yoke of Bondage, and prefer being cali'd the 
Friend and Ally of the Greeks, to the Name of 
the Ki°g of Perjia y $ Slave, you may reckon 
all the Troops you fee before your Eyes, our 
Arms, our Ships, our Perfons to the laft Man, 
arc only here to defend your Pofieffions, and 
fecure your Liberty ; which, of all Blefllngs, is 
the molt precious and defirable." 
To this, Pharnabajus anfwer'd, that, if the King 
fent another General in his Place, and fubjected 
him to the New-Comer, he fhould very willingly 
accept his OfFer ; but that, other wife, he would 
not depart from the Faith he had fworn to him, 
nor quit his Service. Agejilaus then taking him 
by the Hand, and rifing with him, reply'd, That 
" it would pleafe the Gods, Lord Pharnabajus, 
u with fuch noble Sentiments, you were rather 
" our Friend than our Enemy." He then pro- 
niis'd to withdraw from his Government, and 
never return into it, whilft he could fubfift elfe- 
wherc. 

Agejilaus had been two Years at the Head of the 
Army 5 and had already made the rnoft remote 
Provinces of jifia tremble at his Name; and re- 
found with the Fame of his great Wifdom, Dif- 
intereftednefs, Moderation, intrepid Valour in the 
greateit Dangers, and invincible Patience in fup- 
porting the greateft Fatigues. Of fo many Thou- 
sand Soldiers under his Command, not one was 
worfe provided, or lay harder, than himfelf. He 
was fo indifferent, as to Heat and Cold, that he 
feem'd form'd only to fupport the molt rigorous 
Seafons; and whatever Weather it pleas'd God to 
fend : Which are P Jut arch's exprefs Words. The 
rooft agreeable of all Sights to the Greeks, efta- 
bliuVd in AJia, was to fee the Lieutenants of the 
great King, his Satrap/C, and other great Lords, 
who were before fo haughty and untraceable* fof- 
ten their Note in the Prefence of a Man meanly 
clad; and, at his fingle Word, however fhort and 
concife, alter their Language and Conduct, and 
in a Manner, transform themfelves into different 
Creatures. Deputies, from all Parts, were fent 
by the People to form Alliances with him ) and 
his Army increased every Day, by the Troops of 
the Barbarian*) that came to join him. All AJia 
was already in Motion, and mod of the Provinces 
upon the Point of revolting : Ageplaus had reftor'd 
Order and Tranquillity in all the Cities, had re- 
inflated them in the Poffeflion of their Liberty on 
rcafonablc Conditions, not only without fhedding 
of Blood, but without even banifliing onePerfon. 
Not content with fuch a Progrefs, he had form'd 
l he Defign to attack the Pcrfian King in the 
Heart of his Dominions; and put him in Fear for 
his own Perfon, and the Tranquillity he enjoy 'd 



in Ecbatana, and Sufa > and, in fhort, to find him 
fo much Bufinefs, as fhould make it impracticable 
for him to embroil all Greece, from his Cabinet, 
by corrupting the Orators, and Perfonj o. greateft 
Authority in its Cities, with his Prefents. 

Hereupon, Tithrau/les, who commanded for 
Artaxerxes in AJia, feeing the Tendency of ehe 
Defigns of Agejilaus > and, being defirous to pre- 
vent their Effects, fent Timocrates of Rhodes into 
Greece y with great Sums of Money, to corrupt the 
principal Perfons in the Cities ; and, by their 
Means, occaiion Defections from Sparta. He 
knew, that the Haughtinefs of the Lacedemonians 
( for, all their Generals did not refemble Agejilaus) 
and the imperious Manner in which they treated 
their Neighbours and Allies, efpecially, fince they 
look'd upon themfelves as Matters of Greece, had 
univerfally difgufted the People; and efceited a 
Jealoufy, that waited only the Occafion to make 
a Rupture with them. This Severity of govern- 
ing had a natural Caufe in their Education : Ac 
cuftom'd, from their Infancy, to obey, without 
Delay, or Reply ; firft, their Tutors ; afterwards, 
their Maglftrates ; they exacted a like Submillion 
from the Cities in their Dependance ; were eafily 
enraged at the leaft Oppbfition ; and, by this 
Strictnefs and Severity, render'd themfelves infup- 
portable. 

Titbrauftes, therefore, did not find it difficult, 
to draw off the Allies from their Party. Tbebts, 
Argos, and Corinth, cnter'd into his Meafures : 
The Deputy went not to Athens. Thefe three 
Cities, influene'd by thofe who govern'd chem, 
made a League againft the Lacedemonians ; who, 
on their Side, prepar'd vigoroufly tor the War. 
The Tbebans, at the fame Time, lent Deputies to 
the Athenians, to implore their Aid, and defire, 
that they would enter into the Alliance. The 
Deputies, after having llightly pafs'd over their 
ancient Divifions, infilled ftrenuoufly upon the 
confiderable Service they had render'd Athens, in 
refufing to join its Enemies, when they endea- 
vour 'd its final Deftruction. They reprefented to 
them, the favourable Opportunity that offered, 
for re-eftablifhing themfelves in their ancienc 
Power; and depriving the Lacedemonians of the 
Empire of Greece. That all the Allies of Sparta, 
either without, or within the Confines of Greece, 
were weary of their fevered and unjuft Sway; and 
waited only the Signal to revolt. That the Mo- 
ment the Athenians fhould declare themfelves, all 
the Cities would rouzc up at the Sound of their 
Arms; and that, the King of Per/ta, who had 
fworn the Ruin of Sparta, would aftift them with 
ail his Forces both by Sea and Land; . 

Thrafjbufus, whom the Tbebans had fupply'd 
with Arms and Money, when he undertook the 
Re-eftablifhrnent of the Athenian Liberty; feconded 
their Demand with great Vigour ; and the Aid 
was unanimoufly refolv'd. However, the Lacede- 
monians, on their Side, took the Field; without 
Lofs of Time, and encer'd Phocis ; and Lyf under 
wrote to Paufanias, who commanded one of the 
two Armies, to give him Notice, to march early 
the next Day to Ha Hart us, which he intended to 
befiege, and that he fhould be there himfelf at 
Sun- Rife. This Letter was intercepted ; and Ly~ 
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P oaf aulas rccciv'j this bad News on his Way; 
but, however, continued his March to Haliartus; 
a:?d call'd a Council of War, to confider whether 
he ihould venture upon a lecond Battle : Upon 
mature Deliberation, he did not think ic was 
confiitent with Prudence to hazard it, and con- 
tented hi ml ell with making; a Truce, to remove 
the Bodies of thofe who had fallen in' the former 
Fight. 

"Upon his Return to Sparta, 
give an Account of his Conduct; 
appear, was condemn'd to die : 
the Execution ot chat Sentence, 



he was cited to 
and, refuting to 
But he avoided 
by Flight, and 

retirM to Tegaum\ where he pafs'd the Remainder 
of his Life, under the bhelrer and Protection of 
Minerva, to whom he devoted himfclf as a Sup- 
pliant, and dy'd of the Intemperacure of the 
Air. 

fyfan Jet's Poverty, having been difcover'd af- 
rer his Death, did great Honour to his Memory ; 
when it was known, that, of all the Gold and 
Treafure which had pafs'd through his Hands; 
of a Power lb extend ve as his had been, of fo 
many Cities under "his Government ; and which 
made their Court to him : In a Word, of that 
Dominion :u,d Sovereignty which was always ex- 
erciled by him, He had made no Manner of Ad- 
vantage, for the Advancement and inriching of his 
Houfe. 

Some Days before his Death, two of the prin- 
cipal Citizens of Sc^/ta had contracted theml'eives 
to his two Daughters ; but, when they knew in 
what Condition ^he had left his Affairs, they re- 
fus'd to marry them. The Republick did not 
iurTer fo fordid a Bafenefs to go unpunifh'd, nor 
Lyfander\ Poverty, which was the ftrongeft Proof 
ot his Diiintereftednefs, and Incorruption, to be 
treated as an Obltacle to allying into his Family, 
They were fln'd a great Sum, publickly difgrae'd, 
and expos'd to the Contempt of all Perions of 
Honour : For, at Sparta, there were Penalties 
eftablilh'd, not only for fuch as refus'd to marry, 
or marry *d too late, but alio for thofe who mar- 
ry'd amifs : And thofe, efpecially, were reckon 'd 
of this Number, who, inltead of marrying into 
Families of Virtue, and with their Relations, had 
no View but of adding to their Wealth in Wed- 
lock. An admirable Law, and highly tending to 
perpetuus Probity and Honour in Families, which 
an impure Mixture of Blood, and Manners feldom 
fail to alter, and extirpate ! 

It mud be own'd, that a generous Diiintereft- 
ednefs, in the Midft of all that could inflame and 
gratify the Love of Gain, is very rare, and well 
worthy of Admiration \ but, in Lyfander, it was 
attended with great Defects, which entirely ob- 
fcufd its Luftre. Without fpeaking of his Im- 
prudence, in introducing Gold and Silver into 

Sparta, which he defpis'd himfelf, though he 



render'd it defirable to his Country, and thereby 
occalion'd its Ruin, what Opinion can wc have 
of a Man, brave indeed, well-read in Men, skil- 
ful in Affairs, and of great Ability in the Arts of 
governing, and what is commonly call'd Policy, 
but who regards Probity and Juftice as nothing! 
To whom Falfhood, Fraud, and Perfidy, appear 
legal Methods to obtain his Ends! Who does not 
fear, for the Advancement of his Friends, and to 
increafe the Number of his Creatures, to commit 
the molt flagrant Injuftice and Oppreflion J And 
is not afliam'd to prophane whatever is moft fa- 
cred in Religion, even to the corrupting Prielts, 
and forging Oracles, to fatiate the empty Ambi- 
tion of being equal to a King, and or afcending 
a Throne ! 

When jfgefilaus was juft upon the Point of 
leading his Troops into Perfidy the Spartan, £- 
picydidas % arriv'd to let him know, that Sparta 
was threaten'd with a furious War ; and that the 
Ephori recalled him, and order'd him to return 
immediately for the^ Defence of his Country. 
Hereupon, jfgefilaus did not deliberate a Moment, 
but return'd this Anfwer directly to the Ephori, 
which Plutarch has tranfmitted to us. 

Agesilaus to the Ephori greeting. 
\UE have reduced Part of Alia, put the Barba- 
* f rians to Flight, and made great Preparations 
for IVar in Ionia : But, as you order me to return, 
we are not far behind this Letter , and Jhould be 
before it, if pojjible. We received the Command not 
for our/elves, but our Country, and its jillies. We 
know, that a General does not dejerve, or pojfefs 
that Name rightly, but as he fubmits to the Laws, 
and obejs the Magift rates. 

This ready Obedience of jfgefilaus, has been 
much admir'd and applauded, and not without 
Reafon; Hannibal, though deprefled with Mis- 
fortunes, and driven almoft entirely out or* Italy, 
obey'd his Citizens with great Reluctance* when 
they recali'd him, to deliver Carthage from the 
Dangers that threaten'd it. Here a vi&oriousPrince 
ready to enter the Enemy's Country, and attack 
the king of Perfia even upon his Throne, alrnoft 
allured of the Siiccefs of his Arms ; at the firft 
Order of the Ephori, renounces the moft foothing 
Hopes, and the moft exalted Expectations. He 
demonftrates the Truth of what was faid. That at 
Sparta the Laws ruled Men, and not Men the 
Laws. 

On his Departure, he fhrewdly faid, that thirty 
Thou/and of the King's Archers drove him out of 
Afea\ alluding thereby, to a Species of Perfian 
Coin, which bad, on one Side, the Figure of an 
jtrcher j and thirty Thoufand of which Piecef 
had been diftributed about Greece, to corrupt 
the Orators, and Pcrfons of greatcfr. Power in the 
Cities. 
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CHAP. IV. 

<fke Lacedemonians raife an Army in the dbfence of Agefilaus, and engage the Enemy near 
Nema?a 7 who are defeated ; They are beaten, in their Turn, at Sea, near Cnidos ; The 
fatal Conferences of that Overthrow ; Agefilaus routs the Enemy on the Plains of 
Coronaea ? and returns victorious to Sparta ; where he always retains his former Sim- 
plicity of Manners, and Virtue j; Conon rebuilds the frails of Athens, and reft ores it 
to its former S£lendor ; He is treacheroujly feized by Tiribafus, and, it is thought, j>ut to 
Death ; the Lacedaemonians conclude a Jhameful Treaty with the Perfians ; Artaxerxes 
invades Evagoras King of Salamis ; The fine CharaBsr of that Prince ; Tiribafus fdjly 
accufed, and his Accufer puniflfd \ the Expedition of Artaxerxes againft the Cadufians • 
his Gencrofity to bis Soldiers on that Occafon ; the great Abilities, fine Chara&er, and 
unfortunate End of Datames the Carian. 



AGESILJUS* on quitting Jtfia, where 
he was regretted as the common Father of 
the People, appointed Euxenes his Lieute- 
nant, and gave him iour thoufand Men for the 
Defence of that Country. Xenophon went with 
him, and left at Ephefusi with Megabyzus the 
Guardian of Diana's Temple, Half the Gold hf 
had brought with him from his Expedition in 
Perfia with Cyrus 5 to keep it for him in Truft, 
and, in Cafe of Death, to confecrate it to that 
Goddefs. 

In the mean Time, the Lacedamonians had raif- 
cd an Army ; and given the Command of it to 
Ariftodemusi Guardian to King Jgefipolisy then an 
Infant. Their Enemies likewiie ahembled, to 
concert the Operations of the War } upon which 
Occafion, Timolaus of Corinth faid, the Laccdamo- 
mans refembled a River, that grew larger as ic 
moved from its Source 3 or to a Swarm of Bees* 
which it is eafy to burn in their Hive, but difperfe 
themfclves a great Way, when they fly abroad, 
and become formidable oy their Stings. He was 
therefore of Opinion, that it was proper to attack 
them in their Capital i which was approved and 
refolved. But the Lacedamonians did not give 
them Time : They took the Field, and foundthe 
Enemy near Nemxa, a City not very remote from 
Corintb, where a fierce Battle enfucd ; and the 
lacedamonians had the Advantage, which was 
*ery confiderable : Hereupon, sfgeji/aus, having 
received this News at jlmphipolis, as he was haft- 
"ing to the Relief of his Country, fent it directly 
to 1 he Cities of ' 4$o for their Encouragement ; and 
t0 give them Hopes of his fpeedy Return, if the 
imccefc of Affairs would admit. 

When the Approach of Agefilaus was known at 
Sparta, the Lacedamonians t that remain'd in the 
p t y. to do him Honour for the ready Obedience 

had paid to their Orders, caufed Proclamation 
J° be made by Sound of Trumpet, that all young 
^rfons, who were willing to aid their King, might 
c <>nic and inlift themfelvcu for that Purpofc. Not 



one fail'd to enter himfelf immediately, with the 
utmoft Joy j however the Ephori chofe only fifty, 
of the braveft and moft robuft, whom they fen c 
to him, and deiired, that he would enter Besot i a 
with the utmoft Expedition, which he did ac- 
cordingly. 

About the fame Time> the two Fleets came up 
with each other, near Cnidos y a City of Caria : 
That of the Lacedamonians was commanded by 
Pifdnder, Brother- in- Law to Agefilaus j and thac 
of the Perfians, by Pharnabafus, and Conon the 
Athenian. The latter, having obferved thac the 
Supplies of the King of Perfia came flowly, and 
occafion'd the Lofs of many favourable Opportu- 
nities, had refolved to go in Perfon to the Court, 
to follicit that Prince's Ailiftance ; but as he would 
not proftrate himfelf before him, according to the 
Perjian Cuftom, he could not explain himfelf, 
but by the Intervention of others. Notwithstand- 
ing this Difadvantage, he reprefented to him, with 
a Force and Spirit, feldom pardon'd in thole who 
treat with Princes, that it was equally fliameful 
and aftonifhing, that his Minifters, contrary to 
his Intention, ftiould fufFer his Affairs to be dif- 
concerted, and ruined for want of the ncceffary 
Expences j that the richeft Monarch in the World, 
fhould give Place to his Enemies; in the very Poinc 
wherein he was fo infinitely fuperior to them i and 
that for want of remitting the Sums his Service 
required to his Generals, all their Defigns were 
rendcr'd abortive. Thefc Remonilrances were free. 
butjuft, and folid: The King received them per- 
fectly well, and fliew'd, by his Example, thac 
Truth may be often fpoken to Princes with Suc- 
cefs, if Courage is not wanting. Conon obtain 'd 
all he demanded, and the King made him Admi- 
ral of his Fleet. 

It was compofed of more than fourfcore and ten 
Galleys, to which the Enemy's was fomewhat in- 
ferior in Number: They came in View of each 
other near Cnidos, a Maritime City oijdfia Minor. 
Cotton, who had, in fomc Mcafurc, occafionVl the 
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taking of Jit hens, by the Lofs of the Sea-Fight 
near sEgolfotamos, uled extraordinary Efforts, in 
this, to retrieve his Misfortune ; and co efface, by 
a glorious Victory, the Difgrace of his former 
Defeat. Belides, he had this Advantage, in the 
Battle he was going to fight, the Per (tans would 
be at the whole Expense, and bear all the Lofs 
themfelves j whereas the entire Fruits of the Vic- 
tory would redound to the Athenians, without 
hazarding any Thing of their own. Pifander 
had alio the flrongeft Motives to fhew his Valour 
upon this Occafion ; both that he might not de- 
generate from the Glory of his Brother-in-Law, 
and to juftify the Choice he had made, in appoint- 
ing him Admiral. In Effect, he behaved with 
extreme Valour j and had, at firft, fome Advan- 
tage ; and even when the Battle grew warm, and 
the Enemies of S fart a betook themfelves to Flight, 
he would not fubmit to follow them, but died 
Sword in Hand. Conon took fifty Galleys*, the 
rert efcaped to Cnidos ; and the Confequence of 
this Victory, was the Revolt of almolt all the 
Allies of Sparta ; feveral of whom declared for 
the ylthenian^ whilit the reft refum'd their an- 
cient Liberty. After this Overthrow, the Affairs 
of the Lacedemonians daily declin'd. AH their 
Actions in AJia were no more than the feeble Ef- 
forts, of an afpiring Power ; till the Defeats of 
LeucJra, and tilantinea, compleated their Down- 
fall 

Algefdaus was in Besot ia y and about to give Bat- 
tle, when this bad News was brought him : Ap- 
prehending that it might difcourage and deter his 
Troops, he caufed it to be reported in the Army, 
that the Lacedemonians had gain'd a confiderable 
Victory at Sea 5 and appearing in Publick with 
a Wreath of Flowers upon his Head, he offer'd a 
Sacrifice of Thanksgiving for the good News, and 
fent Part of it in Prefents to his Officers. The 
two Armies, a 1 moft equal in Strength, were in 
View of each other, upon the Plains of Coronaa, 
when they drew up in Battle: Agejslaus gave the 
Left- Wing to the Orchomenians, and took the 
Right himfelf. On the other Side, the Thebans 
were upon the Right, and the Argivcs on the 
Left. Xcnopkon fays, that this was the moft fu- 
rious Battle in his Time j and may be believed, 
as he was prefent in it, and fought near the Per- 
son of Agejilaus, with whom he had returned from 
Afta. 

The firfl: Charge was not very obftinate, nor of 
long Continuance: The Thebans foon put the Or- 
< homenian; to Flight, and Agejilaus overthrew and 
ro-.jted the Argives. But both Parties, having 
learnt that their Left- Wing had been feverely 
handled, and rled, returned immediately 5 Age/i- 
taus to oppofe the Thebans , and to wrctt the Vic- 
tory out of their Hands ; and the Thebans, to fol- 
low their Left- Wing, which was retired to M7/- 
10/u Agefilaus, at that Moment, might have af- 
j 'tired himfelf of a compleac Victory, if he would 
have let the Thebans pafs on, and had charged 
rhem after in the Rear ; but giving Way to the 
Ardour of his Courage, he relolved to ftop them 
by an -Attack in From, and to beat them by pure 
Force : In which, fays Xenophon, he ftiew'u more 
V.i lour than Prudence. 

The Thebans feeing Agejilaus advance againfl: 
thrm, drew all their Foot immediately into one 
Body; lormed a Hollow-Square j and waited his 
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coming up in good Order. The Engagement 
lharp and bloody on all Sides ; but particular!) 
where Agejslaus fought at the Head of the iitiy 
young Spartans, fent him by the City. The Va- 
lour and Emulation of thofe young Men, were ol 
great Service to Agejilaus, and may be faid to have 
laved his Life 5 for they combated around him with 
exceeding Ardour, and expofed themfelves fore- 
moft in all Dangers, for the Safety of his Perfoh. 
They could not, however, prevent his receiving 
feveral Wounds, through his Armour, from Pikes 
and Swords. Notwichftanding, after an exceeding 
warm Difpute, they brought him off alive .from 
the Enemy, and making their Bodies a Rampart 
for him, facrificed a great Number of Thebans to 
his Defence 5 many of thofe young Men being alfo 
left upon the Field. Ac length, finding it too 
difficult to break the Thebans in Front, they were 
forced to have Recourfe to what they had at firft 
rejected. They opened their Phalanx to let them 
pafs 5 which when they had done, as they march'd 
afterwards in more Diforder, they charged them 
again upon the Flanks and Rear. They could, 
however, neither break them, nor put them to 
Flight. Thofe brave Thebans made their Retreat 
continually fighting, and gain'd Helicon 5 elate 
with the Succefs of the Battle, wherein, on their 
Side, they had always remain'd invincible. 

Agefilaus, though^ very much weaken'd, by the 
great Number of his Wounds, and the Quantity 
of Blood he had loft, would not retire to his Tent ; 
till he had been carry'd to the Place where his 
Phalanx was drawn up, and had feen all the dead 
Bodies carry'd off, even upon their own Arms. 
He was informed there, that many of the Enemy 
had taken Refuge in the Temple of Minerva Ito- 
nienjis, which was not very diftant from the Field 
of Battle, and ask'd what he would have done 
with them : As he was full of Veneration for the 
Gods, he gave Orders to let them go, and even 
fent them a Guard to efcort them in Safety when- 
ever they thought fit. 

The next Morning, Agefilaus, to try whether 
the Thebans would have the Courage to renew the 
Battle, commanded his Troops to crown them- 
felves with Flowers, and the Mufick of the Army 
to play, whilft a Trophy was erected and adorn'd 
in Honour of his Victory. At the fame Inftant, 
the Enemy fent Heralds to demand his Permiflion 
to bury their Dead; which was granted, with a 
Truce; and having confirm 'd his Victory, by that 
Act of a Conqueror, he caufed himfelf to be car- 
ry'd to Delphos, where the Pythian Games were 
then celebrated. He made there a folemn Procci- 
fion, which was follow 'd by a Sacrifice, and con- 
fecrated the tenth Part of the Booty, taken xnAjih 
to the God, which amounted to an hundred Ta- 
lents. Thefe great Men, as religions as brave, 
never failed to cxprefs, by Prefents, their Grati- 
tude to the Gods, for their Succeifes in Arm- < 
declaring, in that publick Homage, that they be- 
lieved themfelves indebted for their Victories t<> 
their Protection. 

Alter this FeftivaJ, Agefilaus returned to Spiiit* 1 
His Citizens received him with all the Marks o\ 
the moft real Joy; and beheld him with AdrrnV;i* 
tion, when they obferved the Simplicity ' v! 
Manners, and the continue Frugality and Tern" 
pe ranee of his Life. At his Rerurn from flwijS'J 
Countries, where Luxury, Hot hf nl Effeminacy 
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the Love of Pleafures, entirely prevailed, he was as they were called, whilft his Brother Telcutias 
not infected with the Barbarian Cuftoms, as moft actack'd it by Sea. He did feveral other Exploits 

of the other Generals had been : He made no Al- againft the People of Greece, that were Enemies 

cerationin his Diet, Baths, the Equipage of his to Sparta, which fliew'd indeed the Valour and 

Wife, Ornaments of his Arms, or Furniture of Experience of the General, but were not always 

his Houfe. In the Midft of fo {binning a Reputa- deciflve, and which, we thought, for that Reafon 

tion, and the univerfal Applaufe, always the fame, might be omitted. 

or rather more rnodeft than before, he diftinguinVd At the fame Time Pharnabafus, and Co?ion> ha- 
hirnfelf from the reft of the Citizens, by a rather ving made themfelves Mafters at Sea, ravaged the 
greater Submiffion to the Laws, and a more in- whole Coaft of Laconia : And that Satrapa, re- 
violable Attachment to the Cuftoms of his Coun- turning to his Government of Ph?ygia, left Cono?i 
try ; convinced, that he was only King to be the the Command of the naval Army, with very con- 
brighter Example of thofe Virtues to others. He fiderable Sums, for the re-eftabliftiment of Athens : 
reckon'd, very juftly, that true Greatnefs confifted Whereupon Conon, victorious, and crown'd with 
in Virtue alone 5 for hearing the Great King (fo Glory, repaired thither, where he was received 
the Perjian- Monarchs ufed to call themfelves) with univerfal Applaufe. The fad Profpect of a 
fpoken of in magnificent Terms, and his Power City, formerly fo flouriftiing, and at the fame 
extremely extol I'd ; I cannot conceive, faid he, Time reduced to fo melancholy a Condition 5 caufed 
wherein he is greater than me> unlefs he be more him more Grief, than it gave him Joy, in feeing 
virtuous. his beloved Country again, after fo many Years 

Some Citizens, at Sparta, vitiated by the pre- abfence. He loft no Time, however, but fell 

vailing Tafte of Greece, made their Merit and immediately to work, employing, befldes Mafons, 

Glory confift in keeping a great Number of Horfes and. the ufual Artifans, the Soldiers, Mariners, 

for the Race : He perluaded, therefore, his Sifter Citizens, Allies, in a Word, all that were well 

Cynifca to difpute the Prize in the 0/y mpic Games $ inclin'd to At hens ; Providence decreeing, that this 

in Order to (new the Greeks, that thofe Victories; City, formerly deftroy'd by the Perjians, fhould 

on which they fet fo high a Value, were not the be re-built by their own Hands 5 and that, having 

Effects of Valour and Bravery, but of Riches and been difmantled and demoliflicd by the Lacedamo- 

Expence. She was the firft of her Sex, who ftiar'd nians, it mould be re-inftated at their own Coft, 

in this Honour. He had not the lame Opinion of and by the Spoils taken from them. What a 

the Exercifes, which contributed to render the Viciflitude and Alteration was this! Athens, at 

Body more robuft,. and enure it to Labour and this Time, had thofe for its Allies , which had 

Fatigue ; but to render them the more efteem'd, formerly been its moft violent Enemies ; and for 

would often honour them with his Prefence. Enemies, thofe with whom before it had contracted 

Some Time after Lyfander y s Death, hedifcover'd the moft ftrict, and moft confirmed Union. Conon, 

the Confpiracy, form 'd by that Captain, againft feconded by the Zeal of the Thebans, loon re buile 

the two Kings, which till then had not been heard the Walls of Athens, reftored the City to its an- 

of, and was difcover'd by a kind of Accident* It cient Splendor, and render'd it more formidable 

came to Light in this Manner: Upon fome Af- than ever, to its Enemies. After having oflfer'd 

fairs, which related to the Government, it was to the Gods a whole Hecatomb, that is to fay, a 

nece{fary to confult Lyfander's Papers; and Age- Sacrifice of an hundred Oxen, as a Thankfgiving, 

ftlaus went to his Houfe for that Purpofe. In run- for the happy re-eftablithment of his native Couu- 

ning them over, he fell upon the Sheets, in which try, he made a Feaft, to which all the Citizen?, 

the Harangue of Clean, for the new Method of without Exception, were invited, 
proceeding in the Election of Kings* wascontain'd Sparta could not, without extreme Affliction, 

at large. Surprized ac perufing it, he gave over behold fo glorious a Revolution : It looked upon 

his Search, and went away abruptly, to commu- the Grandeur, and Power of a City, its ancient 

nicate that Oration to the Citizens; and to let Rival, and almoft continual Enemy, as its own 

them fee what Manner of Man Lyfander was, and Ruin ; which made the Lacedemonians take the 

how much they had been deceived in him: But mean Refolution of revenging itfelf, at once, upon 

Lacratidas, a wife and prudent Perfon, and Pre- -Athens, and Conon its Reitorer, by making Peace 

fidentof the Ephori, interpofed, by telling him; with the King of Pcr\ia. With this View they 

That it was highly improper to raife Lyfander difpatched Antalcides zol'iribqfus : His Commif- 

from the Dead; on Lhe contrary, that it was ne- fion confided of two principal Articles. The firft 

ceffary to bury his Harangue along with him, as was, to accufe Conon to that Satrapa, of having 

of dangerous lendency, from the great Art with defrauded the King of the Money, which he had 

which it was compofed, and the Force of Perfu- employed in the Rc-eftablifhment of Athens, and 

non, univerlally prevalent in it, againft which it of having fornVd the Defign of depriving the 

might prove no eafy Matter torc(ift. Hereupon, Perjians of AZolia> and Ionia , ant! to fiibjecT: them 

•dgejilaus was brought over to the fame Opinion, anew to the Rcpublick of Athens, upon which 

and the Piece was confign'd to Silence and Obli- they had formerly depended. The fecond was, 

vion, as the beft Ufe that could be made of it. to make Tribafeit the molt advantageous Propofals 

As his Credit was very great atSparta, he had his Mailer could defire. Antalcides, without gfv 

TeJeutias, his Brother by the Mother's Side, de- inj* himfclf any Manner of Trouble in regard to 

dared Admiral of the Fleet : And it were to be A/ia, ftipulated only, that all the IllanJs, and 

widi'd, that Hiftory, to juftify this Choice, had other Cities, fliould enjoy their Laws and Liberty, 

(ran fin it ted down to us, any good Qualities in that The Lacedemonians thus gave up to the King, with 

^om ma rider, b elides his Nearncfs or* Blood to the the laft Injuftice and the utmolt Bafcnels, all rhe 

Kin^r. Agejilaus, foon after, fee out with his Land- Greeks fettled in Alia \ lor whole Liberty Agtjilaus 

Army ro beiiege Corinth : and took the long Walls, had lb long contended. It is true, he had no Share 

in 
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in this moft infamous Negotiation \ the whole Re- 
proach of which ought co fall on Ant ale ides, who 
being the fworn Enemy of the King of Sparta, 
haften'd the Peace by all Manner of Means, be- 
caufe the War augmented the Author ity, Glory, 
and Reputation of Agefilaus. 

The moil confiderable Cities of Greece, had fent 
Deputies, at the fame Time, to Thiribafus\ and 
Conon was at the Head of thofe from Athens. All 
of them were unanimous in rejecting fuch Propo- 
fals. Without f pea king of the Interefts of the 
Greeks of Affia> with which they were extremely 
afte&ed, the Athenians faw themfelves expofed by 
this Treaty, to the Lofs of the Ifles of Lemnos, Im- 
bros, and Scyros> the Thebans, to abandon the 
Cities of Bxotia, of which they were in Pofleflion, 
and which would chereby regain their Independence; 
and the Argives, to renounce Corinth ; with the 
Lofs of which, chat of Argos itfelf would foon, 
in all Probability, be attended : The Deputies 
therefore withdrew, without concluding any Thing. 

Hereupon, Tiribafus feized Conon, and put him 
in Prifon j but not daring to declare openly for the 
Lacedemonians, without an exprefs Order to that 
Purpofe, he contented himfelf with fupplying 
them underhand with considerable Sums of Money, 
for the Equipment of a Fleet, in order that the 
other Cities of Greece might not be in a Condition 
to oppofe them. After having taken thefe Pre- 
cautions, he fet out directly for the Court, to give 
the King an Account of the State of his Negotia- 
tion. That Prince was highly fatisfy'd with it, 
and directed him, in the ttrongeft Terms, to put 
the laft Hand thereto : Tiribafus alfo laid before 
him, the Lacedemonians Accufation of Conon ; and 
fome Authors, according to Cornelius Nepos, have 
afiirm'd, that he was carry'd to Sufa, and there 
executed by the King's Order. The Silence of 
Xenophon, who was his Cotemporary, in regard to 
his Death, makes it doubtful, whether he did not 
efcape from Prifon, or fuflfer, as has been faid. 

Tiribafus, upon his Return, fummon'd the 
Deputies of the Grecian Cities to be prefent at the 
reading of the Treaty : It was to this EffecT, that 
all the Grecian Cities of Afia mould remain de- 
pendent on the King ; and that the reft, as well 
fmall as great, fliould have full Pofleflion of their 
Libercy. Artaxerxes farther referved to himfelf 
the liles of Cyprus and Clazomene, and left thofe 
of Scyros, Lemnos, and Imbros to the Athenians, 
to whom they had lon^ belong'd. By the fame 
Treaty he engaged to join with fuch People as 
came into it, in order to 'make War by Sea and 
Land, again!* all that fhould rcfufe to accept it. 
We have already faid it was Sparta itfelf propofed 
thefe Conditions. 

All the other Cities of Greece, or at leaft the 
greateft Part of them, rejected fo infamous a 
Treaty with Horror. However, as thofe People, 
weakened and exhaufted by domefticlc Divisions, 
and not in a Condition to fupport a War againft 
fo powerful a Prince, who threaten'd to fall with 

all his Forces upon thofe, who fhould refufe to Time the potent Earners ot their Security ren- 
come into this Peace j thev were obliged, againft der'd them invincible ; and may be faid to have 
their Will, tocomply with it; except theThtbans, been the Source, and Principle, of all the glorious 

~ * ~* Succeflcs, which raifed the Reputation ot Greece 

to fo high a Point. But by a Misfortune common 
to the moft: flourifhing States, thofe very Succeflt'0 



which arm'd the Grecian Cities againft each other ; 
and was the End propofed by the Policy of Art a* 
xerxes, in diftributing Sums of Money amongU 

the feveral States: They were ftill invincible in 
Arms, and by the Sword, but not by the Gold 
and Prefents of the Perfia?/s ; fo differenc were they 
from the Character of the ancient Greeks their 
Fore -fathers. 

To comprehend aright how much Sparta and 
Athens differ'd from what they had been in former 
Times, we need only compare the two Treaties 
concluded between the Greeks and Perfians^ the 
former by Cimon the Athenian, under Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, above fixty Years before \ and the 
latter by Antahides the Lacedamonian, under Ar- 
taxerxes Mncmon. In the firft, Greece, victorious 
and triumphant, aflures the Liberty of the Aftatiek 
Greeks, gives the Law to Perfta, impofes what 
Conditions it pleafes>and prefer! bes without Bounds, 
by prohibiting them to approach nearer to the Sea 
with their Troops, than the Diftance of three 
Days March ; or to appear with long Veflels, in 
all the Extent of the Seas, between the Cyanaan 
and Chalidonian Iflands, that is to fay, from the 
Euxine to the Coafts of Pamphilia. In the fecond, 
on the contrary, Pcrfia, grown haughty and im- 
perious, takes Pleafure in humbling its Conquer- 
ors 9 in depriving them, with the fin gle Stroke of 
a Pen, of their Empire in Afia Minor j in forcing 
them to abandon bafely, all the Greeks eftablinVd 
in thofe rich Provinces, to fubferibe to their own 
Subjection; and to confine themfelves, in their 
Turn, within the narrow Bounds of Greece. 

From whence can fo Arrange an Alteration arife ? 
Are there not on both Sides the fame Cities, the 
fame People, the fame Forces, and the fame Inte- 
relt ? No doubt there are ; but they are not the 
fame Men, or rather, they have not the fame Prin- 
ciples of Policy. Let us recolleft thofe happy 
Times of Greece, fo glorious for Athens and Sparta, 
when Perfia came pouring, like a Deluge, upon 
their little Country, with all the Forces of the 
Eajl. What was it that render'd thefe two Cities 
invincible, and fuperior to fuch numerous and 
formidable Armies ? Their Union and good Un- 
derftanding. No Diffenfion between the two States ; 
no Jealoufy of commanding j no private View of 
Intereft ; in fhorr, no other Contefts between them, 
but of Honour, Glory, and the Love of their 
Country. ' 

To lb laudable an Union may be added an ir- 
reconcilable Hatred for rhe Per/Tans, which be- 
came a kind of Nature in the Greeks, and was the 
moft diltinguiftiing Character of chat Nation. It 
was a capital Crime, and puninVd with Death, 
only to mention Peace, or propofc any Accomo- 
dation with them j and an Athenian Mother threw 
the firft Stone at her Son, who had dared to make 
make fuch a Motion ; and fet others the Example 
of ftoning him. 

This ftricl Union of the two States, and declar'd 
.Abhorrence of the common Enemy ; were a long 
Time the potent Barriers of their Security 



who had the Courage to oppofe it openly at firft; 
but were at length reduced to accept it with the 
others, by whom they found themfelves univer- 
lally abandoned. 

Such was the Fruit of the Jealoufy and Di virions, 



became the Caufo of its Ruin, and prcparVl the 
Way for the Difgraces it experienced in the Sequel- 
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Thefe two States, which might have carried 
fheir victorious Arms into the Heart of Perfia, 
and have atrack'd, in their Turn, the Great King 
upon his Throne itfelf ; inftead of forming, in 
Concert, fuch an Enterprise, which would at 
once have crown'd them with Glory, and loaded 
them with Riches, have the Folly to leave their 
common Enemy ac Repofe, to embroil themfelves 
with each other, upon trivial Points of Honour, 
and Interests of little Importance 5 and to ex ha u ft 
the Forces ineffectually againft themfelves, which 
ought to have been folely againft the Barbarians, 
who could not have refilled them. For it is re- 
markable, that the Perfians never had any Ad- 
vantage over the Athenians or Lacedamonians, 
whilfr they were united together , and that k was 
their Divifions only, which fupplied them with 
the Means, to conquer both alternately, and al- 
ways the one by the other. 

Thefe Divifions induced them to take fuch Mea- 
fures, as neither Sparta nor Athens would have 
otherwife been capable of: We fee both the one, 
and the other, dishonour themfelves by their mean 
and abject: Flatteries, not only of the King of Per- 
fia, but even of his Satrapa; pay their Court to 
them ; earneftly follicic their Favours, creep to 
them, and even fufTer their ill Humour ; and all 
this, to obtain fome Supplies of Troops or Money, 
forgetting chat the Perfians, haughty and info- 
lent with fuch as feem'd afraid of them, became 
timorous, and little, to thofe who had the Cou- 
rage to defpife them- But, in fhort, what did 
they gain by all thefe mean Condefcenfions ? The 
Treaty, which gave Occafion for thefe Reflections, 
and will, for ever, be the Reproach of Sparta and 
Athens* 

What has been faid of the Eafe, with which 
the Greeks might have rendcr'd themfelves for- 
midable to their Enemies, will be more evident, 
if we confider, on one Side, the Diverlity of Peo- 
ple, and Extent of Country, which compofed 
the vaft Empire of the Perfians ; and on the other, 
the Weaknefs of the Government, incapable of 
animating fo great a Mafs, and of fupporcing the 
Weight of fo much Bufinefs and Application. 
At the Court, every Thing was carried by the In- 
trigues of Women, and the Cabals of Favourites ; 
whofe whole Merit often confided in flattering 
their prince, and foothing his Paflions. It was 
upon their Credit, Officers were chofen, and the 
fird Dignities difpofed of; by their Opinions, the 
Services of the Generals of Armies were judged, 
and their Rewards decreed. The Sequel will (hew, 
that from the fame Source arofe the Infurrcctions 
of Provinces, the Diltruft of the greateft Part of 
the Govcrnours, the Difcontent and confequential 
Revolt of the beft Officers , and the ill Succefs of 
•'ilmofl: all the Enterprises that were form'd. 

Artaxvrxcs, having got rid of the Care and Per- 
plexity, which the War with the Greeks had oc- 
t-'afioned, apply'd himfclf to terminating that of 
typtas, which had laired feveral Years, but had 
b«cn carry M on with little Vigour, and turned the 
gfeateft Part of his Forces that Way. 

tivagoras reign'd nr that Time in Salami s t the 
C:, pital City of the Hie of Cyprus, He was de- 
fended from Teacer of Salamis, who at his Re- 
f, |>n i'v in Tt of built this City, and gave it the 
Name of his Country. His Defcendants had reign- 
cu * there from that 'l ime, but a Stranger of Phut- 



tiicia, having difpofle/Ted the lawful King, had 
taken his Place 5 and to maintain himfelf in the 
Ufurpation, had filVd the City with Barbarians, 
and fubjecled the whole Ifland to the King of 
Perfia. 

Under this Tyrant Evagoras was born ; of whofc 
Education great Care was taken : He was diftin- 
guifh'd amongft the Youth by the Beauty of his 
Afpedt, the Vigour of his Body, and more by the 
Modefty and Innocence of his Behaviour, which 
are the greateft Ornaments of that .Age. As he 
advanced in Years, the greateft Virtues, Valour, 
Wifdom, and Juftice, were obferved to brighten 
in him. He afterwards carried thefe Virtues to fo 
confpicuous an Height, as to give Jealoufy to thofe 
that govern'd; who perceived juftiy, that fo Alin- 
ing a Merit could not continue in the Obfcurity of 
a private Condition ; but his xYlodefty, Probity, 
and Integrity re-aflur'd them, and they repofed 
an entire Confidence in him ; to which he always 
anfwer'd by an inviolable Fidelity ; without ever 
meditating their Expulfion from the Throne, by 
Violence or Treachery. 

A more juftifiable Means conducted him to it ; 
the Divine Providence, as Ifoc rates exprefly fays, 
prepared the Way for him. One of the principal 
Citizens murder'd the Perfon upon the Throne 5 
and had contrived to feize Evagoras, and to rid 
himfelf of him, in order to fecure the Crown to 
himfelf; but that Prince efcaping his Purfuit, re- 
tired to Solo j, a City of Cilicia. His Banifliment 
was fo far frorri abating his Courage, that it gave 
him new Vigour; Attended only with fifty Fol- 
lowers, determin'd, like himfelf, to conquer or 
die, he return'd to Salamis, and expell'd the Usur- 
per, though fupported by the Credit and Protection 
of the King of Perfia. Having re-eftablifli'd him- 
felf in Salami s, he foon render'd his little King- 
dom moft flourifhing, by his Application to the 
Relief of his Subjects, and by protecting them in 
all Things ; by governing them with Juftice and 
Benevolence; by making them active and labo- 
rious; by infpiring them with a Tafte for the 
Cultivation of their Lands ; the Breeding of Cattle, 
Commerce, and Navigation. He form'd them alfo 
for War, and made them excellent Soldiers. 

He was already very powerful, and had acquir'd 
great Reputation, when Couon y the Athenian Ge- 
neral, after his Defeat at JEgos-potamos, took Re- 
fuge with him; not thinking it poflibie for him to 
find a fafer Afylum, nor a more powerful Sup- 

Sort of his Country. 'I "he Refemblance of their 
Tanners, and Sentiments, foon made them con- 
tract a Arict Amity with each other, which con- 
tinued ever after, and proved equally advantageous 
to b^th. Conon was in great Credit at the King 
of Per/Fa's Court, which he employ 'd with that 
Prince, by the Means of Ctefias the Phylician, to 
accommodate his Differences with his Holt Eva- 
goras, and happily effected it. 

Evagoras and Conon, with the great Defign of 
fubverting, or at lcait of reducing, the great 
Power of Sparta, which had rendered it felt for- 
midable to all Greece, concerted together the 
Means for obtaining that End. They were both 
Citizens of Athens ; the latter by Birth, and the 
other by Riant of Adoption ; which his great 
Services, anuZeal for that Republic!*, had de- 
ferved. The Satrap* of j4(ia faw, with Pain, their 
Country ravaged by the LacedamoniaNs, and found 

4 X them- 
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themfelves in great Difficulties, from not being 
in a Condition to make Head againlt them. Eva- 
goras remonftrated to them, that it was neceffary 
co attack the Enemy as well by Sea as Land ; and 
he did not contribute a little, by his Credit with 
the King of Per/ra, to Co/ion's being appointed 
Admiral of his Fleet. The celebrated Viclory 
over the Lacedemonians at Cnidot was was the 
Confequence, and gave the mortal Wound to the 
Power of that Republic*. The Athenians, in 
-Acknowledgment of the important Services Eva- 
goras and Conon had rendered them with Art ax- 
trxes, erected Statues in Honour of them. 

Evagoras, on his Side, extending his Concjuefts 
from City to City, endeavour'd to make himfelf 
Waiter of the whole Iiland. The Cypriots had 
Recourfc to the King of Perfta. That Prince, 
alarmed by the rapid Progrefs of Evagoras, of 
which he apprehended the EfTe£ts, and confeious 
of what Importance it was co him, to prevent an 
Iiland's falling into the Hands of an Enemy, 
whofe Situation was fo favourable for keeping 
Aft a Minor in Awe, promifed them an immediate 
and powerful Support, without declaring, openly, 
however, againlt Evagoras. 

Being employ \J eliewhere by more important 
Affairs7 he could not keep his Word with them 
fo foon as he expected, and had promifed : The 
War of Cyprus continued fix Years, and the Sue- 
cefs, with which Evagoras fupported it againft 
the great King, ought to have remov'd from the 
Greek all Terror or the Per [tan Name; and uni- 
ted them againlt the common Enemy. It is true, 
the Reinforcements fent by Artaxerxt*, till then, 
were bu: inconfiderable ; as they alfo were the 
two following Years. During all that Time, it 
was lefs a real War, than a Preparation for One: 
But, a hen he had difengaged himfelf from the 
Greeks, he apply 'd to it in Earneft, and attack'd 
Evagoras with all his Forces. 

1 he Army, commanded by Orontes, the King's 
Son-in-Law, confifted of three hundred Thou- 
fand Men, and the Fleet, of three hundred Gal- 
lies ; of which, Tiribafus* a Per ft an of the higheft 
Kank, and greatelt Reputation, was Admiral. 
Gaos, his Son-in-Law, commanded under him. 
Evagoras, on his bide, aflembled as many Troops 
and Ships as he could ; but they were an Hand- 
ful, in Comparifon with the formidable Prepara- 
tion of the Pcrjiar/s. He had a Fleet of only 
nine?}' Gallics, and his Army fcarce amounted to 
twenty Thoufand Men. As he had Abundance 
at 1) .htVcilcls, he laid Snares for thofe that carry 9 tl 
the Province s of the Enemy, of which he funk a 
great Number, took many, and prevented the 
Rdt from arriving j which occailon'd a Famine 
nmongft the \ > erjians l attended with violent Sedi- 
tions, which could not be appcafed but by the 
coming of frefh Convoys from CHitia. Evagoras 
alfo ftrengther.'d his Fleet with fixty Gallies, 
which he can fed to be built; and fifty, fent him 
by Achorisy King of J&gypt \ with all the Money 
and Corn, for which he could have Occafion* 

Being thus reinforced, Evaporas, with his Land- 
Forces, uttack'd immediately a Part of the Ene- 
my's Army, which was feparated from the Reft, 
and entirely routed it. Thj.s flrft Action was foon 
follow'd by another at Sea, in which the Per /sans 
were worited for fomeTime ; till animated by the 
warm Reproaches* and 51 Rcmonlrrances of their 



Admiral, they refum'd Courage, and obtained a 
compleat Victory. Salamis was immediately be- 
fieged by Sea and Land ; however, Evagoras, 
leaving the Defence of the City to his Son Pytha- 
goras, quitted it in the Night with ten Gallies, 
and fail'd for Egypt, to engage that King to fup- 
port him vigorouily againft the common Enemy. 
He did not obtain from him all the Aid he ex- 
pected. At his Return, he found the City in ex- 
ceeding Diltrefs ; and finding himfelf without Re- 
fuge or Hope, was obliged co capitulate. The 
Propofals made to him were, that he ftiould aban- 
don all the Cities of Cyprus, except Salamis, 
where he fhould content himfelf to reign ; that 
he fhould pay an annual Tribute to ^rtaxerxes ■ 
and remain in Obedience to him, as a Servant to 
a Matter. The Extremity to which he was rc- 
due'd, obliged him to accept the other Conditions, 
hard as they were , but he could never refolve to 
comply with the laftj and perfifted always in de- 
claring, that he would only treat as one King 
with another : However, Tiribafus, who com- 
manded the Siege, would abate nothing of his 
Pretentions. 

In the mean While, Orontes, the other General, 
jealous of his Collegue's Glory, had written fe- 
cretly to Court againft him* accurlng him, a- 
mongft other Things, of conniving with Evago- 
goras, and forming Defigns againft the King; 
ftrengthening his Accufation, from his continuing 
to hold a fee ret Intelligence with the Lacedemo- 
nians^ and his evident Endeavours to make the 
Chiefs of the Army his Creatures, by Prefents, 
Promifes, and an Affability, not natural to him. 
Artaxerxesy upon thefe Letters, believed he had 
no i ime to lofe j and that it was neceffary to 
prevent a Confpiracy, which was ready to break 
out. He difpatch'd Orders, therefore, immediately 
to Oronresy to feize Tiribafus, and fend him to 
Court in Chains ; which was prefently put in Exe- 
cution. Tiribafus, upon his Arrival, demanded 
to be brought to a Tryal in Form j and that the 
Heads of the Accufation mould be communicated 
to him, and the Proofs, and Wi tneffes produced. 
But the King, em ploy 'd in other Cares, had no 
Leifure, at that Time, to take Cognizance of the 
Affair. 

During thefe Tran factions, Orontes feeing the 
Befieged made a vigorous Defence; and that the 
Soldiers of the Army, difcontented with the Re- 
moval of Tiribafus, quitted the Service, and re- 
fufed to obey him; was afraid Matters would take 
a bad Turn under his Command : He, therefore* 
caufcil Evagoras to be tamper'd with underhand; 
the Negotiation was refum'd ; the Offers made 
by the latter, at firft, were accepted ; and the 
mortifying Article, which had prevented the Con- 
clufion of the Treaty, retrench'd : Purfuant there- 
to, the Siege was raifed, Evagoras continuing 
King of .Salamis only, and engaging to pay an 
annual Tribute. 

It appears, that this Prince liv'd twelve or thir- 
teen Years after the Conclufion of this Treaty ; for 
his Death is dated in the Year of the World 363 
His Old- Age was attended with a Happinefs. 
Tranquility » never interrupted with SMcnefo '> r 
Difeafc ; the ufuaJ Rflfecr of a fober and tempe- 
ra re Life. Ntcoch's, his eldeft Son, fuctve<fed 
him ; and inherited his Virtues, as well an Throne. 

He celebrated hia Funeral with the utmoft Ma£- 

lu/jcena'. 
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riificence. The Difcourfe, inticled Evagoras* com- 
posed by If oc rates, to infpire the young King with 
the Delire of treading in the Steps of his Father, 
and from which we have extracted the fubfequent 
Efogium, ferv'd for his Funeral-Oration. He alfo 
addreffed another Tract to Nicocles, which bears 
his Name ; wherein he gives him admirable Pre- 
cepts for well-governing. 

Though Evagoras was only Sovereign of a 
little State, lfocrates, who was well able to judge 
of Virtue and Merit, compares him with the 
moft powerful Monarchs; and propofes him as 
the perfect Model of a good King ; from the Af- 
furance, that, not the Extent of Provinces, but 
Extent of Mind, and Greatnefs of Soul, confti- 
tutes great Princes. In Effect, he points out to us 
many Qualities that are truly royal in, him ; and 
which ought to give us a very high Idea of his 
Meri t. 

Evagoras was not of the Number of thofe 
Princes, who believe, that to reign, it is fufficient 
to be of the Blood Royal ; and, that the Birth, 
which gives a Right to the Crown, gives alfo the 
Merit and Qualities for wearing it with Honour. 
He did not fancy that, whereas, every other Con- 
dition and Station of Life, render'd a Kind of 
Apprentice fhip neceflary to fucceed therein, the 
Art of reigning, the moft difficult and important 
of all, required no Pains and Preparation to learn 
it. He came into the World with the moft happy 
Difpofitions 5 a great Fund of Genius j an eafy 
Conception ; a lively, and inftant Penetration, 
which nothing efcaped j a Solidity of Judgment, 
that immediately refolv'd, when it was neceflary 
to aft Qualities, which might feem to difpenle 
with all Study and Application ; and yet, as if 
he had Been born without Talents, and found 
himfeif obliged to fupply by Study what he might 
want by Nature, he neglected no Means for the 
Embcllimment of his Mind ; but devoted a con- 
iiderable Part of his Time in inftructing himfeif* 
and in reflecting, meditating, and confuTting, the 
Judgment and Merit of others. 

When he afcended the Throne, his greateft 
Care and Application was to know Mankind (in 
which principally coniifts the Ability of a Prince) 
and of thofe who are at the Head of Affairs. He 
had, no Doubt, prepar'd himfeif for that Science, 
by the Study of Hiftory* which gives a Kind of 
Anticipation of it, fupplics the Place of Experi- 
ence, and teaches us what the Men are with whom 
We are to live, by what they have been in other 
•Ages. But we ltudy Men quite differently in 
themfclves, by their Manners, Characters, Conduct, 
and Actions. The Love of the Commonwealth 
render'd him attentive to all Pcrfons, who were 
capable of ferving, or hurting it. He apply'd 
himfeif to the Dilcovery of their molt fecret in- 
clinations, and Principles of Action ; and to the 
Knowledge of their different Talents, and Degrees 
of Capacity; in order to aflign each his proper 
Poft, to beftow Authority according to Merit, and 
to make the private and publick Good promote 
each other. He 1. either rewarded, or punifh'd 
hi*} Subject*) ( fays lfocrates) from the Report of 
°ther« ; but folely upon his own Knowledge, and 
Experience of them ; and neither the Viituesof 
the Good, or the Vices of the Bad, efcapVl his 
Penetration and Knquiry. 
He had one Quality, very fcldom found in thofe 



who poflefs Sovereign Power ; efpecially when 
they believe themieives capable of governing 
alone : We mean, a wonderful Docility and At- 
tention to the Senfe of others, which arofe from 
a Diffidence in his own Abilities. W ith his great 
Qualities, he feem'd not to have Ocean* on for Re- 
courfe to the Counfel of others ; and, neverthc- 
lefs, took no Refolution, nor form'd no Enterprize, 
without having firrt confulted the wife Performs, he 
had placed about him in his Court j inftead of 
which, Pride and Prefumption, the lurking Poi- 
fons of fovereign Power, incline the moft Part of 
thofe, who arrive at Thrones, either not to ask 
any Counfcl, or not to follow it when they do. 

Intent upon difcovering what was excellent in 
every Form of Government, and private Condition 
of Life, he propofed the uniting of all their high 
Qualities and great Advantages in himfeif j affable 
and popular, as in a Republican State ; grave and 
ferious, as in the Councils of the aged, and the 
Senate ; fteady and decifive, as Monarchy after 
mature Deliberation ; a profound Politician, by 
the Extent; and Rectitude of his Views j an ac- 
complifh'd Warrior; from his intrepid Valour in 
Battle, directed by a wife Moderation 5 a good 
Father, a good Relation, a good Friend •> and., 
which crowns all his Praife in every Circumftance 
of his Character, always Great, and always him- 
feif. 

He fupported his Dignity and Rank, not with 
an Air of Pride and Haughtinefs, but by a Sere- 
nity of Afpect, and a mild and eafy Majefty, re- 
fulting from innate Virtue, and the Evidence of 
a good Confcience. He won the Hearts of his 
Friends by his Liberality ; and conquer'd others 
by a Greatnefs of Soul, to which they could not 
rcfufe their Efteem and Admiration. 

But, what was moft royal in him; and gain*d 
the entire Confidence of his Subjects, Neighbours, 
and even Enemies, was his Sincerity, Faith, and 
Regard to all his Engagements 5 his Hatred, or 
rather Deteftation, of ail Difguifes, Falftood, and 
Fraud. A finglc Word, on his Side, had as much 
Regard paid to it as the moft facred Oath ; and 
it was known, that nothing was capable of indu- 
cing him to violate it, in the leaft Circumftance 
whacfoevcr. 

* 

It was by all thefe excellent Qualities, that he 
effectually reformed the City of Sdfamis, and en- 
tirely chang'd the Face of its Affairs, in a very 
iW T ime : He found it grofs, fa v age, and bar- 
barous ; without any Tafte either for Learning, 
Commerce, or Arms. What cannot a Prince do 
who loves 



his People, and is belov'd by them 5 
\*ho believes himfeif great and powerful, only to 
render them happy; and knows how to fet a juft 
Value upon, and do Honour to, their Labours, 
Induftry, and Merit of every Kind ? He had not 
been many Years upon the Throne, before Arts, 
Sciences, Commerce, Navigation, and military 
Difciplinc, were feen to flour ifti at Salami s ; info- 
much, that that City did not give Place co the 
moft opulent of Greece. 

he 



lfocrates often repeats, that in the Praifes 
gives Evagoras , of which we have only extracted 
a Part, far from exaggerating any Thing, he al- 
ways falls ftiort of Truth. To what can we attri- 
bute a Reign lb wife, fo juft, fo moderate, fo 
conftantly employ 'd in rendering hia Subjects 

happy, 
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happy, and in promoting che publickGood? The 
Condition of Evagoras, before he came to govern, 
feems to us, to have contributed very much there- 
to. The being born a Prince, and che having 
never experienced any other Condition than that 
of Matter and Sovereign, are, in our Opinion, 
great Obttacles to the Knowledge and Practice of 
the Duties of that high Station. Evagoras, who 
came into the World under a Tyrant, had long 
obey'd before he commanded. He had born, in 
a private, and dependant Life, the Yoke of an 
abfoluce and defpotick Power. He had feen htm. 
felf expofed to Envy and Calumny, and had been 
in Danger for his Merit and Virtue. Such a Prince 
needed only be told, upon his afcending the 
Throne, what was faid to a great Emperor : 
You have noc always been what you are now : 
Adverflty has prepared you to make a good 
Ufe of Power : You have lived long with us, 
and like us : You have been in Danger under 
bad Princes : You have trembled for yourfelf, 
and known, by Experience, how Virtue and 
Innocence have been treated." What he had 
perfonally fuffer'd, what he had fear'd for himfelf, 
or others, what he had feen unjuft and unreafon- 
able in che Conduct of his Predeceffors, had open'd 
his Eyes, and taught him all his Duty. ft fuf- 
ficed to tell him, what che Emperor Galba told 
Pifo, when he adopted him his AfTociate in the 
Empire. ** Remember what you condemn'd, or 
** applauded, in Princes, when you was a private 
Man : You need only confulc the Judgment 
you then patted upon them, and to act con- 
* f forma bly to it, for jour Infraction in che Arc 
** of reigning well." 

We have already faid, that iTiribafus, having 
been accufed by Orontes, of forming a Confpiracy 
againft the King, had been fent to Court in 
Chains : Whereupon, Gaos, Admiral of the Fleet, 
who had marry'd his Daughter, apprehending, 
that -Artaxerxes would feize him, as an Accom- 
plice with his Father-in-Law, and caufe him to 
be put to Death, upon meer Sufpicion, conceiv'd 
he had no other Means for his Security, than an 
open Revolt. He was very well belov'd by the 
Soldiers, and all the Officers of the Fleet were 
particularly at his Devotion. Without Lofs of 
Time, therefore, he fenc Deputies to ufchoris, 
King of Egypt, and concluded a League with 
him againft the Perfia?i Monarch. On another 
Side, he foil i cited the Lacedemonians warmly to 
come into chat League, with Aflurances of mak- 
ing them Matters of all Greece^ and of eftablifh- 
univerfall) their Form of Government ; at which 
rhey had long feem'd to afpirc. They hearken'd, 
therefore, favourably to thefe PropofaJs, and em- 
braced uirh Joy this Occafion of 'taking up Arms 
againft drrjxtrxes \ the rather, becaufc the Peace 
rhey concluded with him, by which they had 
#iven up the Gittks of sljia, had covered them 
with Shame, and filled them with Rcmorfe. 

Alfoon as Jlrtaxei xes had put an End to the 
War of Cyprus, he thought of concluding alfo 
che Affair of Tstibajks, He was fo ju/r to appoint 
for that Purpofe three Commiflioners, who were 
t*ieat Lords of Perfia, of dittinguifh'd Probity, 
and of che higheft Repuration in his Court. The 
A llli ir c a i n e to an Examination, and Hearing on 
both SjJc?, : For, fo confidcrable a Crime, as that 



of having confpirVl againft the King's Perfon, no 
other Proofs were produced, than the Letter of 
Orontes ; that; is, of a declared Enemy, ftudious 
to fupplanc his Rival. .. Orontes was. in Hopes, 
from his Credit at Court, that the Affair would 
noc have been difcuffed in the ufual Forms; and 
that, upon the Memorial fent by him, the Ac- 
cufed would have been condemn'd, without far- 
ther Examination. By an anciently eftablifh'd 
Regulation, to which, amongft other Privileges, 
they had a Right by Birch, no Perfon was ever 
to be condemn'd, without being firft heard, and 
confronted .with his Accufers. This was granted 
to Tiribafus, who anfwer'd to all the Articles of 
the Letter. As to his Connivance with Evagoras, 
the Treaty icfelf, concluded by Orontes % "was his 
Apology ; as it was abfolntely the fame, that 
Prince had propofed to him, except a Condition, 
which would have done Honour to his Mafter. 
As to his Intelligence with the Lacedamonians, 
the glorious Treaty he had made them fign, fuf- 
ficiently explain'd, whether his own, or the King's 
Interefts, were his Motives for it. He did not 
deny his Credit in the Army ; but apprehended, 
it had not been long a Crime to be belov'd by the 
Officers, and Soldiers ; and concluded his Defence, 
in reprefenting the long Services he had render'd 
the King with inviolable Fidelity} and efpecially 
his good Fortune, in having formerly fav'd his 
Life, when he was hunting, and was near being 
devour'd by two Lyons. The three Cornmiflioners 
were unanimous in declaring Tiribafus innocent. 
The King reftor'd him to his former Favour, 
and, juftly enraged at che black Defign of Oron- 
tes, let the whole Weight of his Indignation fall 
upon him. A fingle Example of this Kind againft 
Informers convicted of Falihood, would, for ever, 
fhut the Door againft Calumny. How many In- 
nocents have been opprefted, for wane of obferving 
this Rule, which even the Pagans confider'd as the 
Baft's of all Juftice, and the Guardian of the pub- 
lick Tranquillity. 

When Art axe r xes had terminated the Cyprian 
War, he enter'd upon another againft the Cadu* 
fians, who, it is probable, had revolted, and re- 
fufed to pay che cuftomary Tribute; for, Authors 
fay nothing, as to the Occafion of this War. Thofe 
People inhabited Part of the Mountains, fituate 
between che Enxinc and C a/pi an Seas, in the North 
of Media. * The Soil is there fo barren, and fo 
unfit for Cultivation, chat no Corn is fow'd upon 
ic.The People fubfift entirely upon Apples, Pears, 
and other Fruits of chat Kind. Inur'd from their 
Infancy to a hard and laborious Life, chey Jook'd 
upon Dangers and Fatigues as nothing; and, for 
that Reafou, made excellent Soldiers. The King 
march 'd again it them in Perfon, at the Head of 
an Army of chree hundred Thoufand Foot, and 
ten 7'houfand Horfe. Tiribafus was wich him in 

this Expedition. 

jlrtdxerxcs had not advane'd far into the Coun- 
try, before his Army futfer'd extreamly by Fa- 
mine: The Troops could find nothing to fubfift 
upon ; and ic was importable to bring Provifions 
from other Plat es, the Ways being fo difficult and 
impracticable. 1 he whole Camp were reduced to 
cat their Carriage Bealts ; which foon became fo 
/carte, (hat the Head of an Afs was value J at lixu 

Dt acbwji, and wa*> very hard to be bad at rhat 

Prk e. 
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Price The King's a able itfelf began to fallfhort; 
and only a few Horfes remain d, the Reft having 
been enciiely confum'd. 
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fee upon their Gardens, and Houfes of Plea fu re, 
we muit confefs and admire the Generality of Ar~ 
taxirxcs, in making this Sacrifice; which argued 
In this melancholy Juncture, Tiribafu s bethought a Goodnefs of Heart, and laudable Senfibility, for 
imfclf of a Stratagem, which faved both At tax- the Difrreffes and Sufferings of his Soldiers : Buc 
ct xcs, and the Army. The Cadufians had two he did not always fupport this Character. 
Kings, who were encump'd feparately with their The King had loir, in this l^ntcrprize a great 
r f roups : Tit ibaj'us, who took Care to be informed Number or his beft Troops, and almoft all his 

Horfes : And, as he imagin'd, that he was defpi- 
led upon that Accounr, and the ill Succefs of his 
Expedition, he became very much out of Humour 
with the Grandees of his Court, and put to Death 
a great Number of them in the Emotions of his 
Wrath ; 



of all chat parted, had been appriz'd, that there 
was Tome Mifundcrftanding between them ; and 
chat their Jcaloufy of each other prevented their 
a6ting in Concert, as they ought to have done. 
After having communicated his Dcfign to Artax- 
axes, he went himfelf to one of the Kings, and 
diipateh'd his Son to the other. They each of 
them informal nhe Prince to whom they apply'd, 
that the ether had fent Ernbalfadors to treat with 
Artaxcrxcs privately - 7 and advifed him to lofe no 
Time, but to make his Peace directly, in order 
chat the Conditions of it might be the more ad- 
vantageous ; promifing to aflitt him with their 
whole Credit. The Fraud fucceeded : Ambaffa- 
dors fee out from both Princes, with Tiribafus, 
and his Son, in their Company. 

As this double Negotiation laftcd fomc Time, 
Jrtaxerxes began to fufpect Tiribafus ; and his 
Enemies, taking that Opportunity, forgot nothing 
to his Prejudice, that might ruin him in the King's 
Opinion. That Prince already repented the Con- 
fidence he had repofed in him 5 and thereby gave 
Room for thole who envy'd him, to fpread abroad 
their Calumnies and Invectives. Upon what does 
the Fortune of the moft faithful Subjects depend 
with a credulous and fufpicioua Prince ! Whilft 
this paired, arriv'd Tiribafus on his Side, and his 
Son on the other 5 each with Ambafladors from 
the Cadufians* The Treaty being coniiuded with 
both Parties, and the Peace made, Tiribafus be- 
came more powerful than ever in his Favour, and 
return'd with him. 

The King's Behaviour in this March was much 
admired : Neither the C*old with which he was 
cover'd, his Purple Robes, nor the Jewels chat 
glitter'd all over him, and were worth twelve 
Thoufand Talents, prevented his having an equal 
Share in the whole Fatigue with the meancft Sol- 
dier. He was feen, with his Quiver at his Back, 
and his Shield on his Arm, difmounting from his 
Horfe, and marching fore m oft in thole rugged 
arid difficult Countries. The Soldiers obferving 
his Patience and Fortitude, and animated by his 
J 'sample, became fo light, that they feem'd ra- 
i..cr to lly than walk. /\t length, he arriv'd at 
fii.e of his Palaces, where the Gardens were in ad- 
mirable Order; and there was a Park of vaft 
Kxtent, and well planted ; which was the more 
Jurprmng, as the whole Country about it was en- 
tirely barren, and bore no Kind of Trees. As it 
vwu, the Depth of Whiter, and cxcellivc cold, he 
pnmitted the Soldiers to cut dow n the Wood in 
this P.irk, without excepting the fineft Trees, 
fkher Pines, or Cyprellcs. But the Soldiers, not 
bcirg able to relolve to fell Timber of fuch ex- 
ceeding Ueauty and Statelinefs, the King took an 
Ax, and began by cutting the fi.eifc aid large It 
1 roe himfelf; after which the Troops Ipar'd none, 
cut down all the Wood they wanted, and kindled 
a ' J many Fires, as were ncceflury for their padlng 
<Ik» Night without any Iitconviuience. When we 
I'elleci', how much Value gieat I'cilons generally 



and more out of Dtftruft, and the Fear 
of their attempting fomething againft him. For, 
fuch Apprehenfion in a fufpicious Prince is a very 
deftruciive and bloody PaiTIonj whereas, true 
Courage is gentle, humane, and averfe to ail 
Jealouly and Diftruft. 

One of the principal Officers, who perifh'd in 
this Expedition againft the Cadufians, was Cami- 
fares 5 by Nation, a Carian, and Governor of 
Leuco-Syria ; a Province inclofed between Cilicia 
and Cappadocia. His Son, JDatames, fucceeded 
him in that Government; which was given him, 
in Confederation of the good Services, he had alfo 
render'd the King in the fame Expedition. He 
was the greateft Captain of his Time and Cor- 
nelius Nepos, who has given us his Life, does not 
prefer Amilcar % and Hannibal, to him, amongft 
the Barbarians. It appears from that Account, 
that no one ever excel I'd him in Boldnefs, Valour, 
and Ability in inventing Schemes and Stratagems; 
in Activity in the Execution of his Deligns ; in 
Prefence of Mind, to refolve in the Heat of Ac- 
tion, and to find Remedies upon the moft defpe- 
rate Occafions $ in a Word, in every Thing that 
regards military Knowledge. It feems, that no- 
thing was wanting to his acquiring a more illuf- 
trious Name, than a nobler Theatre, and more 
exalted Occafions ; and, perhaps, an Hiftorian to 
have given a more extenfive Narration of his Ex- 
ploits : For, Cornelius Nepos, according to his 
general Plan, could not relate them but in a very 
fuccincl Manner, 

He began to diftinguifh himfelf particularly, 
by the Execution of a CommilHon, that was given 
him to reduce Thyus y a very powerful Prince, and 
Governor of Paphlagoniaj who had revolted againft 
the King. As he was his near Relation, he thought 
it incumbent upon him, at fir 11, to try the Me- 
thods of Lenity and Reconciliation ; which al- 
moft coft him his Life, through the Treachery of 
Thy us, by the Ambufcades he laid for him. Ha- 
ving efcup'd fo great a Danger, he attacked him 
with open Force ; though he faw himfelf aban- 
doned by Ariobarzancs, Satrapa of LyJia, Ionia, 
and all Phrygia, whom Jealoufy prevented from 
giving him Aid. He took his Enemy Prifoner, 
with his Wife and Children; and knowing with 
what Joy the King would receive the News, he 
endeavour'd to make it the more fenfible by the 
Pleafure of a Surprize. He let out with his il- 
luftrious Prifoner, without giving the Court any 
Advice; and made great Marches, to prevent its 
being known from Fame before his Arrival. When 
he came to Sufi, he cquippM Thytts in a very lin- 
gular Manner. He was a Man of a very tall Sta- 
ture, of an haggard and terrible A f peel, and a 
black Complexion, with the Hair of his L lead 
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and Beard very long. He d retted him in a mag- 
nificent Habit, put a Collar and Bracelets of Gold 
about his Neck and Arms, and added to to this 
Equipage all the Ornaments of a King, as he 
was, in Efte£L For himfelf, in the grofs Habit 
of a Beafant, and clad like a Hunter, he led Thyus 
upon the Left in a Lcaih, like a wild Beaft that 
had been taken in the Toils. The Novelty of the 
Sight drew the whole City after it : But no- body 
was fo much furpriz'd and pleas'd as the King, 
when he faw them approach in that pleafanc 
Mafquerade. The Rebellion of a Prince, very 
powerful in his his Country, had given Artaxerxes 
great and jult Alarm, and he did not expect to 
have feen him fo foon in his Hands : Wherefore, 
fo fudden, and fuccefsful an Execution, gave him 
an higher Opinion than ever of the Merit of Da- 
tames* 

To exprefs his Senfe of it, he gave him an 
equal Share in the Command of the Army, de- 
fign'd a gain It Egypt, with Pkarnabafus and 27- 
f bran/res, the two principal Perfons in the State; 
and even appointed him General in Chief, when 

he recalled Ptarnabafus. 

When he was upon the Point of fetting out for 
this Expedition, Artaxerxes order'd him to march 
directly againil Ajpis\ who had made the Country- 
revolt, which he commanded, in the Neighbour- 
hood of Cappadocia. The Commiflion was but of 
little Importance for an Officer, who had been 
appointed General, and belides very dangerous; 
becaufe it was very necelTary to go in queft of the 
Enemy into a very remote Country. The King 
foon perceiv'd his Error* and countermanded him $ 
but Datames had let out directly with an Handful 
of Men, and march'd Night and Day; judging, 
that Diligence, without a great Number of Troops, 
was all that was necelTary to furprize and van- 
quilh the Enemy. It happen'd according to his 
Expectation; and the Couriers difpatch'd by the 
King, met Jtfph in Chains upon the Road to 
Sufj. 

Nothing was then talk'd of at the Court, but 
Datames : It was not known which to admire moft, 
his ready Obedience, his wife and enterprizing 
Bravery, or his extraordinary Succefs. So glori- 
ous a Reputation gave Offence to the Courtiers in 
Power : Enemies in fecret to each other, and di- 
vided by a Contrariety of Interefts, and a Com- 
petition "in their Pretentions, they united together 
againft a fuperior Merit, which reproach 'd their 
Defects; and was, therefore, a Crime in their 
Hyes, They confpir'd to ruin him in the King's 
Opinion, and fuccecded but too well. -As they 
perpetually befieged him, and he was not upon 
his Guard againit Perfons, who appeartl fo well 
affected co his Service, they infpiYd him with 
Jealoufy and Sufpicion, to the Prejudice of the 
moft zealous and faithful of his Officers. 

An intimate Friend of Datames at the Court, 
and who held one of the higheir. Pods there, ap- 
priz'd him of what patted, and of the Confpiracy, 
which had been form'd againft him, and had al- 
ready loft him con/iderably with the King. He 
reprefented to him, that, if the Egyptian Expe- 
dition, with which he was charged, mould take a 
bad Turn, lie would find himfelf expofed to great 
Danger : That it was the Cuflorn with Kings to 
arrribure (rood SuccelfcH to rhemf elves, and their 
aufpiciou'J Fortune only, and lo impute the bad 



to the Faults of their Generals ; for which they 
were refponfible, at the Peril of their Heads : That 
he ran the greater Rifque, as all that were about 
the King's Perfon, and had the Afcendant over 
him, were his declar'd Enemies, and had fworn 
his Deftruction. 

Upon this Advice, Datames refolv'd to quit the 
King's Service, though without doing any Thing 
till then, contrary to the Fidelity he ow'd him. 
He left the Command of the Army to Mand rocks 
of Magnefia $ departed with his own Troops for 
Cappadocia j leiz'd Paphlagonia, which join'd it ; 
raifed Troops j took PofTeflion of Fortretfes, and 
put good Garrifons into them. He then receiv'd 
Advice, that the Pifidians were arming againft 
him : He did not wait their coming, but made 
his Army march thither, under the Command of 
his youngeft Son, who had the Misfortune to be 
kill'd in a Battle; but, however lively his Af- 
fliction might be upon that Occaafion, he con- 
ceal'd his Death, left the bad News fhould dif- 
courage his Troops, When he approach'd near 
the Enemy, his firft Care was to take Pofleftlon of 
an advantageous Poll $ neverthelefs, Mithrobarza- 
nes, his Father- in -Law, who commanded the 
Horfe, believing his Son entirely ruin'd, deter- 
min'd to go over to the Enemy. Wh ereupon, 
Datames, without Concern or Emotion, cau fed a 
Rumour to be fpread throughout the Army, that 
it was only a Feint concerted between him and 
his Father- in- Law j and folio w'd him clofe, as if 
he defign'd to put his Troops into a Difpofition, 
for charging the Enemy in two different attacks. 
This Stratagem had all the Succefs he expected 
from it : When they join'd Battle, Mithrobarzanes 
was treated as an Enemy on both Sides, and cut 
in Pieces with his Troops : The Army of the Pi- 
fidians alfo was put to Flight, and left Datames 
Mafter of the Field, and of all the rich Booty 
found in the Camp of the Conquer'd. 

Datames had not, till then, declar'd openly 
againft Artaxerxes \ the Actions we have related 
being only againft Governors, with whom he 
might have particular Differences 5 which, as we 
have obferv'd before was common enough. His 
eldeft Son, call'd Scifmas, made himfelf his Ac- 
cufer, and difcover'd his whole Defigns to the 
King ; whereupon, Artaxerxes was highly appre- 
hensive of*the Confequence. He knew all the 
Merit of this new Enemy, and that he did not 
engage in any Enterprise, without having ma- 
turely confider'd all its Confequenccs, and taken 
the neceflary Meafures to fecure its Succefs ; and 
that, till then, the Execution had always anfwer'd 
the Wifdom of his Projects. He fent an Army 
againft him into Cappadocia , of ajmoft two hun- 
dred Thoufand Men of which twenty Thbufand 
were Horfe, all commanded by jfutophradatcs. 
The Troops of Datames did not amount to the 
twentieth Part of the King's : So that he had no 
Refuge, but in himfelf, the Valour of his Soldi- 
ers, and the happy Situation of the Poft he had 
chofen ; for, in that confiftcd his chief Excellence; 
never Captain having better known how to take 
his Advantages, or chufe his Ground, when he 
was to draw up his Army in Battle. 

His Poft, as has been obferv'd , was infinitely 
fuperior to than of the finemy. He had pitch \\ 
upon a Situation, where they could not furroiwd 

him j where, upon the leaf* Movement they 

made. 
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made, he could come Co Blows with them with 
very confiderable Advantage; and where, had they 
refoiv'd to fight, their Odds in Number would 
have been ufelefs to them. Autophradates well 
knew, that, according to all the Rules of War, 
he ought not to hazard a Battle at fuch a Difad- 
vantage : But he obferv'd, at the fame Time, it 
was much to his Difhonour, with fo numerous an 
Army, to make Choice of a Retreat, or co con- 
tinue any longer in Inaction before a Handful of 
Soldiers : He, therefore, gave the Signal. The 
tfrft Onfet was fierce ; but the Troops of Autophro- 
dates foon gave Way, and were entirely routed, 
and the Victor purlued them, for fome Time, 
with great Slaughter ; whereas, only a Thoufand 
Men were kill'd on the Side of Da tames. 

Several Battles, or rather Skirmifhes, were 
foughc afterwards, in which the latter was always 
victorious; becaufe, perfectly knowing the Coun- 
try, and fucceedingj in all the Stratagems of War, 
he always polled himfelf advantageoufly, and en- 
gaged the Enemy in difficult Ground, from 
whence they could not extricate themfelves with- 
out Lofs. Autophradates, therefore, feeing all his 
Endeavours ineffectual, and his Supplies entirely 
exhaufted ; and defpairing of ever being able to 
reduce by Force fo artful, and valiant an Enemy, 
treated about an Accommodation, and propofed 
to him, the being reftor'd to the King's Favour^ 
upon honourable Conditions. Datames was not 
ignorant, that there was little Security for him 
in fuch a Choice; becaufe Princes are feldom re- 
concil'd, in Earneft, with a Subject, who has fail'd 
in his Obedience j and to whom they fee them- 
felves, in fome Sort, obliged to fubmit. However, 
as only Def pair had hurry'd him into the Revolt, 
and he had always retam'd at Heart the Senti- 
ments of Zeal and Affection for his Prince ; he 
accepted the Offers with Joy, which would put an 



End to the defperate Condition his Misfortune 
had engag'd him inj and afforded him the Means 



of returning to bis Duty, and employing his Ta- 
lents for the Service of the Prince to whom they 
were due. He promifed to fend Deputies to the 
King; upon which enfued a Ceffacion of Arms, 
and Autophradates retir'd into Bkrygia^ w hich was 
his Government. 

Datames was not deceiv'd : Artaxerxes y furioufly 
enraged againft him, had changed the Eiteem 
and Affection, he formerly profehed for him, into 
an implacable Hatred. Finding himfelf incapable 
of conquering him by Force of Arms, he was not 
afham'd to employ Artifice and Treachery : Means 
unworthy every Man of Honour, and much more 
fo of a Prince ! He hir'd feveral Murderers to 
aflaflinate him ; but Datames was fo happy to 
efcape their Ambufcades. At length, Mitbridatcs, 
the Son of Ariobarzanes, to whom the Kin^ had 
made magnificent Promifes, if he could deliver 
him from fo formidable an Enemy j having infl- 
nuated himfelf into his Friendfhip, and having 
a long Time treated him with all the Marks of 
the moft entire Fidelity, to acquire his Confi- 
dence; took the Advanta r e of a favourable Op- 
portunity, when he was alone, and ftabb'd him 
with his Sword, before he was in a Condition to 
defend himfelf. 

We are furpriz'd, that, as he was comparable 
to the greateft Perfons of Antiquity, he has re- 
main'd, in a Manner, bury'd in Silence and Ob- 
livion. His great Actions and Exploits are, 
however, worthy of being prefer v'd in Hiftory. 
For> it is in fuch fmall Bodies of Troops, as thofe 
of Datames, that the whole Soul is exerted, in 
which the higheft Prudence is fhewn ; and becaufe 
Chance hath no Share, and the Abilities of a 
General appear in their full Light. 




CHAP. V. 
Hiftory ^Dionyfius the Elder, Tyrant of 
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Ufc of to jtoffefs himfelf of the Tyranny ; Infurrettions againft him ; He finds fFays t 
quell than ; He (rojfofes attacking the Carthaginians ; His great Preparations for tha 
P urfoje ; The various SucccJJes of that War ; The violent Pajjion of Dionyfiu* fo 
Poetry • His Death, and Character. 



CfTRA CUSE had regained its Liberty 
w about fixty Years, by the Expulfion of the 
Family of Gclon. The Events which puffed 
| n that Interval, except the Invafion of the Athc- 
'"tms, areof no great Importance, and little known; 



but thofe which follow, are of a different Nature, 
and make A mends for the Chafm ; we mean, the 
Reigns of Dionyftus, the Father and Son, Tyrants 
of Syraeufe ; the firlt of whom governed thirty- 
eight, and the other twelve, in all fifty Years. 

This 
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This Hiftory will prefcnt to our View, a Sc- 
ries of the molt odious and horrid Crimes, though 
it abounds, ac the fame Time, with Inltruclrion. 
When, on the one Side, we behold a Prince, the 
declared Enemy of Liberty, Jultice, and Laws; 
treading under his Feec the molt facred Rights 
of Nature and Religion, inflicting the moft cruel 
Torments upon his Subjects, beheading fome, 
burning others for a flight Word, delighting and 
feairing himfelf with human Blood \ and gratify- 
ing his favage Inhumanity with che Sufferings 
and Miferies of ever Age and Condition : We fay, 
when we behold fuch an Object, can we deny a 
Truth, which the Pagan World itfelf hath con- 
feffed, and Plutarch takes Occafion to obferve, in 
fpeaking of the Tyrants of Sicily ; chat God, in 
his Anger, gives fuch Princes to a People, and 
makes life of the Impious, and the Wicked^ to 
punilh the Guilty, and the Criminal. On the 
other Side, when the fame Prince, the Oread and 
Terror of Syracufe, is perpetually anxious and 
trembling for his own Life, and abandon'd Co 
Remorfe and Regret, can find no Perfon in his 
whole State, not even his Wives or Children, in 
whom he can confide * Who will not chink wich 
Tacitus i That it is with Reafon the Oracle of Wis- 
dom has /aid, that if the Hearts of Tyrants could 
be ken* we Jhmld fi?id them torn in Pieces with a 
thouf and Evil's ! Nothing being more true, than that 
the Body does not fuffer more fiom Affliclions and 
Torments j than the Minds of fuch IVr etches from 
their Crimes, Cruelties, and the Injujiice and Vio- 
lence of their Undertakings. 

But the Condition of a good Prince is quite dif- 
ferent. He loves his People, and is beloved by 
them ; he enjoys a perfect Tranquillity wichin 
himfelf, and lives with his Subjedcs as a Father 
with his Children. Though he knows that the Sword 
of Justice is in his Hands, he apprehends the Ufe 
of it. He loves to turn afide its Edge, and can 
never refolve to exert his Power, but wich ex- 
treme Reluctance, in che laft Extremity, and wich 
all the Forms and Sanctions of the Laws. A Ty- 
rant punifhes only from Caprice and Paflion, and 
believes, fays Plutarch of Dionyflus 9 that he is 
not really Matter ; and does noc a£t wich fupreme 
Authority, but as he fets himfelf above all Laws, 
has no other, bur his VV ill and Pleafure, and fees 
himfelf obty'd implicitly. Whereas (continues 
the fime Author) he chat can do whatever he 
will, is in great Danger of doing what he oughc 

not. 

Be fides thefe Chara&erifticks of Cruelty and Ty- 
ranny* winch particularly diftinguifh'd the firfl: 
JJionfiu\> we mall fee in his Hiltory, whatever 
unbounded Ambition, fupported with great Va- 
lour, extenfivc Abilities, and the necerfary Talents 
for acquiring the Confidence of a People, is cap- 
able of undertaking for the Attainment of a So- 
vereignty ; the various Means he had the Addrefs 
co imploy, for the maintaining himfelf in it, a- 
px'uAi the Oppofition of Enemies ; and laftly, the 
Tyrant's Suctefs in cfenping, during a Reign of 
thirty-eight Years, rhe many Confpiracics form'd 
ng.iiidl: him, and in tranfmitting peaceably the 
Tyranny to his Son, as a legitimate Poffelfion, 
and a (tight of Inheritance. 

Dion > flu \ was a Native; of Syracufe* of noble and 
iJlufti -jousErtracrion, according to fome, though 
niherh fay his Birth was bafe and ohfeure j but, 



however thac was, he diftinguihVd himfelf by 
his Valour, and acquired great Reputation, in a 
War with the Carthaginians. He was one of thofe, 
who accompany 'd Hermoc rates, when he attempt* 
ed to re-enter Syracufe by Force of Arms, after 
having been banilhed through the Intrigues of his 
Enemies. The Event of that Enter prize was noc 
happy ; Hermocratcs was kill'd ; and the Syracti- 
fians did noc fpare his Accomplices, feveral of 
whom were pubiickly executed ; and Uionyjius was 
lefc amongft the Wounded. The Report of his 
Death, defignedly given out by his Relations, 
laved his Life : Providence had fpared Syracufe an 
infinite Number of Misfortunes, had he expired 
either in the Fight, or by che Execucioner. i 
The Carthaginians had made feveral Attempts 
to eitablifli themielves in Sicily, and to make them- 
(elves Maimers of che principal Towns of thac 
liland. Its happy Sicuacion for cheir maritime 
Commerce, the Fertility of its Soil, and the Riches 
of its Inhabitants, were powerful Incitements to 
fuch an Enterprize. We may form an Idea of 
the Wealth or its Cities, from che Account of 
s4g rig en turn given by Diodorus Ss cuius. The Tem- 
ples were or extraordinary Magnificence, efpeci- 
ally thac of Jupiter Olympius% which was chree 
hundred and forty Feec in Length, fixty in Breadth, 
and one hundred and twenty in Height. The 
Pizza's, or Galleries, in their Extent and Beauty, 
anfwered to the reft of the Building. On one 
Side was reprefented the Battle of the Giants, on 
the other the Taking of Troy, in Figures as large 
as the Life. Without che City was a Lake, hol- 
lowed by Art, which was feven Stadia (above a 
Quarter of a League) in Circumference. It was 
full of all Kinds ot Fifh, cover'd with Swans, and 
other aquatick Fowls, and afforded the moll agree- 
able Profpe£t imaginable. 

It was about che Time of which we fpeak, that 
Exenetes, Viftor in che Olympick Games, enter'd 
the City in Triumph in a magnificent Chariot, 
attendee! by three hundred more, all drawn by 
white Horfes. Their Habits were adorned with 
Gold and Silver, and nothing was ever more fplen- 
did than their Appearance. Gelhas, the moft 
wealthy of the Citizens of dgrigentum, erected fe- 
veral large Apartments in his Houfe for the Re- 
ception and Entertainment of his Guefts. Servants 
waited, by his Order, ac the GaCes of the City, 
to invite all Strangers co lodge ac their Mailer's 
Houfe, whither chey conduced them. Hofpi ta- 
li cy was much praclifed and cftcem'd by the Gene- 
rality of this City. A violent Storm having oblig- 
ed five hundred Horfemen to take Shelter there. 
Gel lias entertain 'd them all in his Houfe, and fup- 
ply'd them immediately with dry Cloches, ot 
which he had always a great Quantity in his Ward- 
robe. This is under (binding how to make a noble 
Ufe of Riches. His Cellar is much talk'd of by 
Hillorians, in which he had three hundred Refer* 
voirs, hewn out of the Rock, each of which con- 
tain'd an hundred slmphorx, thac is, fcven hundred 
Gallons. 

This great and opulent City was beficged, and, 

at length, taken by the Carthaginians : Its frail 

ihook all Sicily, and fpread an univcriiil Terror. 

The Caufe of its being loir, was imputed to the 

Syraciiftans, who had been too flow in fending > ! 

Relief' : Whereupon, Dimyfus, who from that 

Time had no other '1 noughts, but of hh " 

l)efi# » 
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Defigns, and was fecretly a£Hve in laying the 
Foundations of his future Power, took the Advan- 
tage of this favourable Opportunity, and of the 
general Complaints of Sicily y againft the Syracu- 
jians, to render the Magiftrates odious, and to 
exclaim againft their Government. In a publick 
.Aflembly, held to confider of the prefent State of 
Atfairs, when No-body dared to open cheir Mouths, 
for Fear of the Perfons at the Helm, Diony/ius 
rofe up, and boldly accufed the Magiftrates of 
Treafon ; adding, that it was his Opinion, that 
they ought to be dcpofed immediately, without 
waiting till the Term of their Administration 
fhould expire. They retorted this Audacity with 
treating him as a feditious Perfon, and a Difturber 
of the publick Tranquillity, and laid a Fine upon 
him, according to the Laws. This was to be paid, 
before he could be admitted to fpeak again, and 
Dionyjius was not in a Condition to difcharge it. 
Vhiliftus, one of the richeft Citizens (who wrote 
the Hiftory of Sicily, which is not come down to 
us) depofited the Money, and exhorted him at the 
fume Time, to give his Opinion, upon the State 
of Affairs, with all the Liberty, which became a 
Citizen, zealous for his Country. 

Accordingly, Dionyjius refunVd his Difcourfe, 
with more Vigor than before : He had long culti- 
vated the Study of Eloquence, which he look'd 
upon, with Reafon, as a neceffary Talent, in a 
republican Government ; efpecialty, in his Views 
of acquiring the People's Favour, and of conciliat- 
ing them with his Meafures. He began with de- 
scribing* in a lively and pathetick Manner, the 
Ruin of Jgrigentum, a neighbouring City, in their 
Alliance 5 the deplorable Extremity, to which the 
Inhabitants had been reduced, of quitting the 
Place under the Cover of the Night ; the Cries 
and Lamentations of Infants, and of aged and tick 
Perfons, whom they had been obliged to abandon 
to a cruel and unrelenting Enemy ; and the con- 
fequefltial Murder of all who had been left in the 
City, whom the barbarous Victor dragged from 
the Temples and Altars of the Gods, feeble re- 
fuges againft the Carthaginian Fury and Impiety. 
AH thefe Evils he imputed co the Treachery of 
the Commanders of the Army} who, inftcad of 
marching to the Relief of dgrigentum, _ had re- 
treated with their Troops; to the criminal Pro- 
traction, and Delay of the Magiftrates, corrupted 
by Carthaginian Bribes ; to the Pride of the Great 
and Rich, who regarded nothing but cftabliftiing 
their own Power, upon the Ruins of their Coun- 
try's Liberty. He then reprefented Syracufc as 
com po fed of two different Bodies ; the one, by 
their Power and Influence, ufurping all the Dig- 
nities and Wealth of the State; the other, obfeure, 
tlefpifed, nnd trod under Foot, bearing the fad 
Yoke of a fhamcful Servitude, rather Slaves than 
Citizens. He concluded with faying, that the 
only Remedy for fo many Evils, was, to elect 
Peribi,s from amongft the People, devoted to their 
Interefts, and who, not being capable of keeping 
them in Awe by their Riches and Authority, 
would be folely employ *d for the publick Good, 
•iHd apply in earneft to the Re-cftablifhmcnt of the 
Liberty of Syracufc. 

This Difcourfe was liften'd to with infinite Plea- 
se, as all Speeches are, which flatter the natural 
nopenfiry or Inferiors to complain of the Govern- 
,nc,u > and was follow 'd with cho univcrfal Ap- 
Numu. XXIII. 



plaufe of the People; who always give thcmfelves 
up blindly to thofe, who know how to deceive 
them, under the fpecious Pretext of ferving their 
Intcrett : All the Magiftrates were dcpofed upon 
the Spot, and others fubftituted in their Room, 
with Dionyjius at the Head of them. 

This was only the firft Step to the Tyranny, at 
which he did not flop : The Succefs of his Un- 
dertaking, infpired him with new Courage and 
Confidence : He had alfo in View the difplacing 
of the Generals of the Army, and to have their 
Power transferred to himfelf : The Deflgn was 
bold and dangerous, and he applied to ic with 
Addrefs. Before he attacked them openly, he 
raifed his Batteries againft them at a Di fiance ; 
decrying them by his Emiffaries, to the Peo- 
ple, and fparing no Pains, to render them fufpe&ei 
He caufed it to be whifper'd among the Populace, 
that thofe Commanders held fecret Intelligence 
with the Enemy ; that difguifed Couriers were fre- 
quently feen palling and re palling ; and that it was 
not to be doubted, but fome (-onfpiracy was on 
Foot. He affected, on his Side, not to fee thofe 
Leaders, nor to open himfelf to them at all upon 
the Affairs of the Publick : He communicated none 
of his Defigns to them ; as if he was apprehenfive 
of rendering himfelf fufpected, by having any f n- 
tcrcourfe or Correfpondence with them. Perfons 
of Senfe, and Difcernment, were not at a Lofs to 
difcover the Tendency of thefe undermining Arts ; 
nor were they filent, upon the Occafion : But the 
common People, prejudiced in his Favour, ap- 
plauded and admir'd his Zeal continually, and 
look'd upon him as the fole Protector, and Aiferter 
of their Rights and Liberties. 

Another Scheme, which he laid, and executed 
with his ufual Addrefs, was of very great Service 
to him, and exceedingly promoted his Defigns. 
There was a great Number of banifh'd Perfons 
difperfed in Sicily, whom the Faction of the No- 
bility of Syracufc had expel I'd the City at diffe- 
rent Times, and upon different Pretences. He 
knew what an additional Strength fo numerous a 
Body of Citizens would be to him, whom Grati- 
tude to a Benefactor, and Refentmentagair.fi thofe 
who had occafion'd their Banifhmcnt; the Hope 
of retrieving their Affairs, and of enriching thcm- 
felves out of the Spoils of his Enemies; render'd 
moft proper for the Execution of his Defigns, and 
attach'd unalterably to his Perfon and Incereft. He 
applied therefore carneflly to gee them recall 'd. 
It was given out, that it was ncccfiary to raife a 
numerous Body of Troops to oppofc the Progrefs 
of the Carthaginians, and the People were in great 
Pain about the Expcnce, to which the new Levies 
would amount. Dionyjius took the Advantage of 
this favourable Conjuncture, and the Difpofkion of 
the Publick : He reprefented, that it was ridiculoiid 
to bring foreign Troops, at a great Expence, from 
Italy and Pcloponncfus, whilft they might fupply 
thcmfelves with excellent Soldiers, without being 
at any Charge at all : That there were Numbers 
of Syracufans, in every Pare of Sicily, who, not- 
withstanding the ill Treatment they had received, 
had always retain'd the Hearts of Citizens, under 
the Name and Condition of Exiles ; that they 
preferved a tender Affection, and inviolable Fi- 
delity for their Country ; and had chofe rather to 
wander about Sicily, without Support or Settle- 
ment, than to take Party in the Armies of the 
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Enemv, however advantagious the Offers, to in- 
duce them to it, had been. This Difcourfe of 
Diom.':us t had all the Effect upon the People, thac 
he could have wiuYd ; and his CoIIegues, though 
they perceivM plainly what they had in View, 
were afraid to contradict him; rightly judging, 
that their Oppofition would not only prove in- 
effectual, but would incenfe the People again (t 
them, and beiides, *ould add Co the Reputation 
of Dions/ius, to whom it would leave the Honour 
of recalling the Exiles. Their Return was there- 
fore decreed; and they accordingly came all to 

Ssraeufc, without lofing Time. 
' A Depuration from Gffa, a City depending upon 
Ssracufe, arrived about the fame Time, to demand 
to have that Garrifon reinforced : Dionyjitis, there- 
fore, immediately marched thither with two thou- 
fand Foot, and four hundred Horft. He found 
the City in a great Commotion, and divided into 
two Factions; one, of the People; and the other, 
of the Rich and Powerful. The latter having been 
tried in Form, were condemned by the AiTembly 
to die, and to have their Eltates confifcatcd for 
the Ufe of the Publick. This Conrifcation was 
apply'd to pay off the Arrears, which had long 
been due to the former Garrifon, commanded by 
Dcxippus the Lacedemonian ; and Dionyfius pro- 
mi fed the Troops he brought with him from Sy- 
racufc, to double the Pay they were to receive 
from the City. This was attaching fo many new 
Creatures to' himfelf : The Inhabitants of Geia 
treated him with the higher!: Marks of Honour ; 
and fent Deputies to byracufe, to return their 
Thanks, for the important Service, that City had 
done them, in fending Dionyfius thither. Having 
endeavoured, in vain, to bring Dexippus into his 
Mcafures, he return'd with his Troops to Syracufe; 
after having promifed the Inhabitants of Ge/a, 
uhoufedall Means in their Power to keep him 
amongft them, that he would foon return with 
more confiderablc Supplies. 

He arrived at Syracuft, juft as the People were 
coming out of the Theatre, who ran in Throngs 
about him, enquiring with Earneftnefs what he 
had heard of the Carthaginians. He anfwer'd, with 
a fad and deje&ed Air, that the City nourilh'd far 
more dangerous and formidable Enemies in her 
Bofom ; that whilft Carthage was making extra- 
ordinary Preparations, for the Invafionof tyracufe, 
thofe, who were in Command, inftcad of animat- 
ing the Zeal and Attention of the Citizens, and 
fectifjg every Thing at Work againft the Approach 
of fo potent anEnemy, lull'd them aflccp with tri- 
vial Amufemcnts, and idle Shews, and fuffer'd the 
Troops ro want Neceffaries; converting their Pay 
to their private Ufcs, in a fraudulent Manner, de- 
ftructive to the publick Affairs; that he had al- 
wa\ s fufliciently comprehended the Ca ufe of fuch 
a Conduct ; that, however, it was not now upon 
mere Conjecture, but upon too evident Proof, his 
Complaints were founded ; that Jmikar, the Ge- 
neral of the Cartayinians, had fent an Officer to 
him, on Pretence of treating about the Ilanfom 
or Pri loners ; but, in Reality, to prevail on him 
not (o be too itrift in examining into the Conduit 
of U\\ Col irg'ies j and that, if he would not enter 
iuo the Mealures of Cut thage, at Jcaft, that he 
v.o'ild not oppofe them j that, for his Part, he 
c.ir/ic to rclir/ri his Command, and lay down his 
DL *.'u, i!,.ti he might leave no Room for inju- 



rious Sufpicionsof his acting in Concert, and hold- 
ing Intelligence with Traitors, who fold the Com- 
monwealth. 

This Difcourfe being rumour'd amongft the 
Troops, and about the City, occafion'd great In- 
quietude and Alarms : Next Day the Affembly was 
lummon'd, and Dionyfius renew'd his Complaints 
again It the Generals^ which were received with 
univerfal AppJaufe. Some of the Alfembly cried 
out, that it was neceffary to appoint him Gene- 
ralilTimo, with unlimited rower ; and that it would 
be too Lite for fo falutary a Remedy, when the 
Enemy was at the Gates otSyracufe ; that the Im- 
portance of the War which threat en'd them, re- 
quired fuch a Leader 5 that it was in the fame 
Manner, formerly, that Gclon was elected Gene- 
ralillimo, and defeated the Carthaginian Army at 
Himera, which con fitted of three hundred thou- 
fand Men ; that as for the Accufation, alledged a- 
gainft the Traitors, it might be referred to another 
Day, but that the prefent Affair would admit no 
Delay. Nor was it deferred, in EfFedtj for the 
People (who, when once prejudiced, give preci- 
pitately into any Refolution, without considering) 
elected Dionyfius Generaliflimo, with unlimited 
Power, that Inftant. In the fame Affembly^ he 
caufed it to be decreed, that the Soldiers Pay mould 
be doubled ; insinuating, that the State would be 
amply reimburfed, by the Conquefts that would 
follow the advancing that Money, This being 
done, and the Affembly difmiffed, the Syracufans % 
upon cool Reflection on what had pafled, began, 
to be in fome Confirmation ; as if it had not been 
the Effect of their own Choice- They grew 
fenfible, though too late, that from the Defire of 

J)referving their Liberty, they had given them- 
elves a Matter. 

Dionyfius rightly judged the Importance, of 
taking his Meafures, before the People repented 
what they had done : There rernain'd but one Step 
more to the Tyranny, which was, to have a Body 
of Guards aflign'd him ; and that he accomplifh'd, 
in the molt artful and politick Manner. He pro- 
pofed, that all the Citizens under forty Years of 
Age, and capable of bearing Arms, fhould march 
with Provisions, for thirty Days, to the City off 
Leontium. The Syracufans were at that Time in 
Pofleflion of that Place, and had a Garrifon there- 
in : It was full of Fugitives, and foreign Soldiers, 
who were very fit Perfons for the Execution of his 
Defigns : .He juftly fufpecled, that the greateft 
Part of the Syracufans would not follow him : He 
fet out, however, and encamp'd, in the Night, 
upon the Plains near the City. It was not long 
before a great Noife was heard throughout the 
whole Camp. This Tumult was raifed by Perfons, 
pofted for that Purpofe, by Dionyfius. He pre- 
tended, that y\mbu/cades had been laid, with De- 
fign to aflaffinntc him ; and, in great Trouble and 
Alarm, retired for Refuge into the Citadel ot 
Leon ti am, where he pa (Fed the reft of the Night* 
after having caufed a great Number of Fires to bo 
lighted, and drawn off fuch of the Troops as 
he molt confided in. At Break of Day the Pep- 
pie a trembled in a Body, to whom, exprefllng IHH 
reat Apprehenfion, he explained the Danger h<-* 
ad been in; and demanded Permifllon to chute 
himfelf a Guard of fix hundred Men for the Secu- 
rity of his Perfon. Pififtrtttus had fit him the 

:i and had ufed the fame Strit- 
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tagcm when he made himfelf Tyrant of Athens. 
His Demand feem'd very reafonable, and was ac- 
cordingly comply'd with. He chofc out a thou- 
fand Men for his Guard, upon the Spot, arm'd 
them compleatly, equipp'd them magnificently, 
and made them great Promifes for their Encou- 
ragement. He alfo attach'd the foreign Soldiers 
to his Intereft, in a peculiar Manner 5 and by 
fpeking to them with great Freedom and Affabi- 
lity. He made many Removals and Alterations 
in the Troops, to fecurc the Officers to his Ser- 
vice ; and difmifled Dcxippus, in whom he could 
not confide* to Sparta. At the fame Time, he 
order'd a great Part of the Garrifon, which he had 
fent to Ge/a, to join him, and affembled from all 
parts Fugitives, Exiles, Debtors, and Criminals ; 
a Train worthy of a Tyrant. 

With rh is Efcort he return 'd to Syracufc, that 
trembled at his Approach. The People were no 
longer in a Condition to oppofe his Undertakings, 
or to difpute his Authority. _ The City was full 
of foreign Soldiers, and faw itfelf upon the Point 
of being attack'd by the Carthaginia?is. To 
ftrengthen himfelf the more in the Tyranny, he 
efpoiifcd the Daughter of Her inner at es-y the mofl 
powerful Citizen of Syracufe* and who had con- 
tributed the mofl: to the Defeat of the Athenians. 
He alfo gave his Sifter in Marriage to Polyxenus, 
Broth er-in-Law of Hermocrates. He afterwards 
fummon'd an AfTembly, in which he got rid of 
Daphneus and Demarchusj who had been the mofl: 
active in oppofing his Ufurpation; In this Man- 
ner Dionyfms, from a fimple Notary, and a Citizen 
of the loweft Clafs, made himfelf abfolute Lord 
and Tyrant of the greateft and mofl opulent City 
of Sicily. 

Dionyjiiis had a rude Shock to encounter, in the 
Beginning of his Ufurpation : The Carthaginians 
having befieged Ge/a, he march'd to its Relief, and 
after fome unfuccefsful Endeavours againft the 
Enemy, threw himfelf into the Place : He behaved 
there with little Vigour, and all the Service he 
did the Inhabitants was, to make them abandon 
their City in the Night, and to cover their Flight, 
in Perfon. He was even fufpe&cd of acting in 
Concert with the Enemy; and the more, becaufe 
they did not purfuc him, and that he loft very 
few of his foreign Soldiers : All the Inhabitants 
who rcmain'd at Gc/a were butchcr'd. Thofe of 
Camarina, to avoid the fame Fate, follow 'd their 
Example ; and withdrew, with all the EfTecls they 
could carry away. The moving Sight of aged 
Perfons, Matrons, young Virgins, and tender 
Infants, hurry'd on, beyond their Strength, ftruck 
the Troops of Dionyfius with Companion, and in- 
cenfed them againft the Tyrant. Thofe he had 
railed in Italy withdrew to their own Country; 
and the Syracufan Cavalry, after having made a 
vain Attempt to kill him upon the March, by 
Rcafon of his being furrounded with his Foreign- 
ers, march'd forwards, and having cntcr'd Syracufe, 
went direftly to his Palace, which they plundered, 
u ling his Wife, at the fame Time, with fo much 
Violence and ill L/fage, that me died of it foon 
after. Dionyjius, who had forcfeen their Defign, 
followed them clofe, with only an hundred Horfc, 
and four hundred Foot ; and having march'd al- 
nvoft twenty Leagues with the utmoft Expedition, 
he arrived at Midnight atone of the Gates, which 

found Unit againft him : He fet Fire to it, and 



open'd himfelf a Paflage in that Manner. The 
richeft of the Citizens ran thither to difpute his 
Entrance; but were furrounded by the Soldiers, 
and almoft all of them kill'd. Dionyfius having 
enter'd the City, put all to the Sword, that came 
in his Way ; piunder'd theHoufes of his Enemies, 
of whom he kill'd a great Number, and forced 
the reft to leave Syracufe. The next Day, in the 
Morning, the whole Body of his Troops arrived : 
The unhappy Fugitives of Gela and Camarina,, out 
of Horror for the Tyrant, retired to the Leot/tines- 
Imi/cari having fent an Herald to Syracufe, a 
Treaty was concluded : By one of the Articles 
whereof it was ftipulated, that Syracufe lhould 
continue under the Government of Dionyfius ; which 
confirm'd all the Sufpicions, that had been con- 
ceived of him : This happen'd in the Year that 
Darius No thus died. 

It was then he facrificed every Thing that gave 
him Umbrage to his Peace, and Security: He 
knew, than after having deprived the Syracufans 
of all that was dear to them, he could not fail of 
incurring their extreme Abhorrence ; and the Fear 
of the Miferies, he was confequently to expect* 
encreafed in the wicked Ufurper, in PropoM 
tion to their Hatred of him. He look'd upon all 
his new Subjects as fo many Enemies, and believed, 
that he could only avoid the Dangers, which fur- 
rounded him on all Sides, and attended him in all 
Places, by extirpating one Part of the People, to 
intimidate the other. He did not confider, that 
in adding the Cruelty of Executions to the Op- 
preffion of the Publick, he only mulciply'd his 
Enemies; and induced them, after the Lofs of 
their Liberty, to preferve, at leaft, their Lives, 
by attempting upon his. 

In the mean while, as he forefaw, that the Sy+ 
racufans would not fail to take the Advantage of 
the Tranquillity, in which the Treaty lately con- 
cluded with the Carthaginians had left them, to 
attempt the Re-eftabli foment of their Liberty, 
neglected nothing, on his Side, for the Support 
of his Power. He fortify 'd Part of the City, cal- 
led the Ifle, which was before very ftrong, from 
the Nature of its Situation, and might be defended 
by a moderate Garrifon : He furrounded ic with 
good Walls; flank'd at due Diitanccs with high 
Towers ; and fepa rated, in that Manner, from 
the reft of the City. To thefe Works he added a 
ftrong Citadel, to ferve him for a Retreat and 
Refuge in Cafe of Accident, and caufed a great 
Number of Shops and Piazza's to be eretted, cap- 
able of containing a confiderable Multitude of in- 
habitants. 

As to the Lands, he chofe out the beft of them, 
which he beftow'd upon his Creatures, and the 
Officers of his making ; and diftributcd the reft in 
equal Proportions, among the Citizens and Stran- 
ers, including the Slaves., who had been made 
ree amongft the firft. He divided the Houfes, in 
the fame Manner, referving thofe in the I He for 
fuch of the Citizens as he could moft confide in, 
and for his Strangers. 

After having taken chefc Precautions, for his 
own Security, nc began to think of fubjecting fe- 
vcral free States of Sicily, which had aided the 
Carthaginians. He began with the Siege of Her- 
berts : The Syracufans in his Army, feeing their 
Swords in their Hands, thought it their Duty to 

ufe them, for the Rc-cftabhihment oi their Li- 
berty. 



*<5S 



The HISTORT 




the 



bcrty* At a Time, when they met in Throngs 
to concert their Meafures, one of the Officers, 
who took upon him to reprove them on that Ac- 
count, was killed upon the Spot; and his Death 
ferving as a Signal tor their Revolt, they lent 
immediately to /Etna, for the Horfe, who had 
retired thither at the Beginning ot the Revolu- 
tion. Dious/r'usj alarmed at this Infurre&ion, raifed 
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Siege,' and march'd direclly to ^yracufc, to 
i ic in Obedience. The Revolters follow'd 
him clofe, and having feiz\l upon the Suburb E- 
fipolis, cut oft" all Communication with the Coun- 
try : They rcceiv'd Aid from their /lilies, both by 
Sea and Land; and letting a Price upon the Ty- 
rant's Head, they promifed the Freedom of the 
City, to fuch of the Strange: s, as fhould abandon 
him : A s*reat Number came over to them ; whom 
the)- treated v\ifh the utmoft Favour and Huma- 
nity, and battcr'd the Walls of the IjU with their 
Engines continually, without giving Dionyftus the 

leait Rejpite. 

The Tyrant, finding himfelf redue'd to Extre- 
mities, abandon'd by the greareft Pare of the 
Strangers, and lhut up on the Side of the Coun- 
try, auembled his Friends, to confult with them, 
rather by what Kind of Death, he fhould put a 
glorious Period to his Career, than upon the 
Means of faring himfelf. They endeavour'd to 
infpire him wirh new Courage, and were divided 
in their Opinions: But, at laft, the Advice of 
Tbilifius prevail'd ; which was, that he fhould, by- 
no Means, renounce the Tyranny. This being 
refolv'd, Ditmyfius % to gain Time, fent Deputies, 
to the Revolters, and demanded Permifllon to quit 
the Place with, his Adherents, which was grant- 
ed, and five Ships to tranfport his People and 
Effecls : In the mean While, he had fent Dif- 
patches fecretly to the Companions, who garri- 
fon'd the Places in the Pofleilion of the Carthagi- 
nians, with Offers of a confiderable Reward, if 
they would come to his Relief. 

The Syracufans, who, after the Treaty, believ'd 
their Bufinefs* done, and the Tyrant entirely de- 
feated, had difarrn'd Pare of their Troops, and 
the Reft acled with great Indolence, and little 
Difcipline. The Arrival of the Campaniatis, to 
the Number of twelve hundred Horfe, infinitely 
furpriz'd and alarm'd the City. After having 
beaten fuch as difputcd their Palfage, they open'd 
themfelves a Way to *Dionyfius : At the fame 
Time, three hundred Soldiers more arriv'd to his 
AfufU.ice : The Face of Things was then entirely 
a herd ; and Terror and Dejection changed Par- 
ties. Jjion\jius, in a Sally, drove them vigcroufly 
as far as that Pare of the City caJJ'd A/eapo/is : 
The Slaughter was not very confiderable, becaufc 
he had given Orders to fparc thofe who fled. He 
caufed the Dead to be interr'J j and inform'd thofe, 
who had ictir'd to fit mi, that they might return 
wirh entire Safer)'. Many came to S\tocufc, but 
others did not chink it advifablc to confide in the 
Faith of aTy rant. The Companions were rewarded 
ro their Satisfaction, and difmilfcd. 

T he I acidanwnians, at this Time, took fuch 
Mcan'res with Syracu/'c 9 us were moft unworthy of 
the Spartan Name: They had lately fubverted 
the Liberty of At bins, and declar'd publicity in 
r.ll the Cities fubjvft to them, againlt popular 
(Government. They deputed, however, one of 
their Ciiiy-cns to Sytacufe, to expre/s, in Appear- 
i 



ance* the Part they took in the Misfortunes of 
that City, and to otfer it their Aid: But, in Re- 
ality, he was lent to confirm Dionyfins, in fup. 
porting himfelt in rhe Tyranny ; expecting that, 
from the Increafe of his Po.ver, he would prove 
of great Advantage and Support to their own. 

Dionyfins faw, by what had fo lately happcn'J 
at Syracufc, what lie was to ex peel: from that Peo- 
ple, for the future: Wherefore, whilft the Inha- 
bitants were employ'd abroad in Harveft- Work, 
he fearch'd their Houfes, and fei*z'd upon all the 
Arms he could find. He afterwards enclofed the 
the Citadel with an additional Wall, fitted out 
Abundance of Ships, arm'd great Numbers of 
Strangers, and took all poflible Meafures, to fe- 
cure himfelf, againlt. the DifafFe&ion of thofe Ci- 
tizens. 

After having made this Pro virion for his Safety 
at home, he prepar'd to extend his Conqnefts 
abroad ; from whence he did not only propole the 
Increafe of his Dominions, and Revenues, but 
the additional Advantage of diverting his Sub- 
jects from the Senfe of their loft Liberty, by turn- 
ing their Attention upon their ancient, and al- 
ways abhorr'd Enemy; and by employing them 
in lofty Projects, military Expeditions, and glo- 
rious Exploits, to which the Hopes of Riches 
and Plunder would be annex'd. He conceiv'd 
this to be alfo the Means to acquire the Affection 
of his Troops ; and that the Efteem of the People 
would be a Confequence of the Grandeur and 
Succefs of his Enterprises. 

Dionyjtus wanted neither Courage nor Policy, 
and had all the Qualities of a great General. He 
took, either by Force, or Fraud, Naxos, Catana, 
Leontium, and fome other Towns in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Sytacufe \ and which, for that Ilea- 
fon, were very convenient for his Purpofes. Some 
of them he treated with Favour and Clemency, 
to engage the Efteem and Confidence of the Peo- 
ple : Others he plunder'd, to ftrike Terror into 
the Country. Tne Inhabitants of Leontium were 
tranfplantcd to Syracufe. 

Thefe Conquelts alarm'd the neighbouring Ci- 
ties, who faw themfelves threaten'd with the fame 
Misfortune : Rhegio, fituate upon the oppofite 
Coaft of the Strait which divides Sicily from /• 
tab * prepaid to prevent it ; and enter'd into an 
Alliance with the Syracufan Exiles, who were 
very numerous ; and with the Mejfenians on the 
Sicilian Side of the Strait, who were to aid them 
with a powerful Supply. They had levy'd a con- 
fiderable Army, and were upon the Point of 
marching again ft the Tyrant, when Difcord arofe 
amongft the Troops, and rendered the Enter- 
prize abortive : It terminated in a Treaty of 
Peace and Alliance between Dionyjtus and the two 
Cities. 

He had long rcvolv'd a great Dcfign in his 
Mind, which was to ruin the Carthaginian Power 
in Sicily ; a great Obftacle to his own, as his tlif- 
contented Subjects never fail'd of Refuge in the 
Towns dependant upon that Nation. The Cala- 
mity of the Plague, which had lately ravaged 
Carthage, and cxtreamly diminiuYd its Strength 



feem'd to aJford a favourable Opportunity for the 
Execution. But, as a Man of Ability, he knew 
that the Great nefs of the Preparations, ought to 
anfwer that of an Enterprise, to a flu re the buceeto 
of itj and he apply 'U to them in a Manner, 

whit-h 
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which cxprefled the Extent of his Views, and 
extraordinary Capacity, He, therefore, ufed un- 
common Pains and Application for that Purpofe ; 
confcious that the War, into which he was en- 
tering with one of the moll powerful Nations then 
known, might be of long Duration, and have 
Variety of confiderable Events. 

His iirft Care was to bring to Syracufe, as well 
from the conquer'd Cities in Sicily, as from Greece 
and Italy, a great Number of Artifans and Work- 
men of all Kinds; whom he induc'd to come thi- 
ther, by the Offer of great Gain and Reward; 
the certain Means of engaging the moft excellent 
perfons in every Profefnon. He caufed an infi- 
nite Number of every Kind of Arms to be forged, 
Swords, Javelins, Lances, Partizans, Helmets, Cui- 
ratfes, Bucklers j all after the Manner of the Na- 
tion by whom they were to be worn. He built 
alfo a great Number of Gallies, that had from 
three to five Benches of Rowers, and were entirely 
of a new Invention ; with Abundance of other 
Barks and Veffels, for theTranfportation of Troops 
and Provifions. 

The whole City fcem'd but one Workftiop, and 
continually refounded with the Noife of the feve- 
ral Artifans. Not only the Porches, Piazza's, 
Portico's, Places of Exercife, and public k Places, 
but private Houfes of any Extent were full of 
Workmen. Dionyfius had diftributed them with 
admirable Order. Each Species of Artifts, divided 
by Streets and Diltritts, had their Overfeers and 
Infpe&orsj who, by their Prefence, and Direction, 
promoted, and compleated the Works. Dionyfius 
himfelf was perpetually amongft the Workmen, 
encouraging them with Praife, and rewarding 
their Merit. He knew how to confer different 
Marks of Honour upon them, according to their 
diftinguiftiing themfelves by their Ingenuity or 
Application. He would even make fome of them 
dine with him at his own Table, where he en- 
tcrtain'd them with the Freedom and Kindnefs of 
a Friend. It is juftly faid by Cicero, that Honour 
noiuipes Art 1 and Sciences-, and Men of all Ra?iks 
and Conditions arc animated by the Love of Glory. 
The Prince, who knows how to put the two great 
Springs and ftrongeft Incentives of the human 
Soul, Intcrcft and Glory, in Motion, under pro- 
per Regulations, will loon make all Arts and 
Sciences flourifli in his Kingdom; and fill it with 
Perfons, who excel in every Profcilion. And this 
happen'd, at that Time t> at Syracuse ; where a 
finglc Perfon of great Ability in the Art of go- 
verning, excited fuch Ardor and Emulation a- 
mongtt: the Artificers, as it is not eafy to be ima- 
gin'd or defcrib'd. 

Dionyfius apply'd himfelf more particularly to 
the Navy. He knew that Corinth had invented 
the Art of building Gallies, with three and five 
benches of Oars, and was ambitious of gaining 
Syi acufe, :i Corinthian Colony, the Glory of bring- 
ing that Art to Perfection ; which he effected. 
The Timber for building his Gallies was brought, 



I'art from Italy, where it was drawn on Carriages 
to the Sea-fide, and from thence fliipp'd to Syra- 
cufe, and from Mount ALtna, which, at that Time, 
produced Abundance of Pine and Fir-Trees. In a 
(hurt Space, a Fleet of two hundred Sail was feen, 
in w Manner? to rife out of the Earth ; and an 
hundred others formerly built, were refirred by 
his Order. lie caufetl alfo an hundred and fixty 



Docks to be made within the great Port, each 
of them capable of containing two Gallic?, and a 
hundred and fifty more to be repair'd. 

The Sight of fuch a Fleet, built in fo fhort a 
Time, and fitted out with fo much Magnificence, 
would have given Reafon to believe, that nil Si- 
cily had united its Labours and Revenues, in ac- 
complifhing fo great a Work. On the other Side, 
the View of fuch an incredible Quantity of Arm* 

newly made, would have inclined one to think, 
that Dionyfius had folely devoted himielf to the 
Provifion of them, and had exhaufted his Trca- 
fures in the Expcncc. They confided of one hun- 
dred and forty thoufand Shields, as many Hel- 
mets and Swords ; and upwards of fourteen thou- 
fand CuirafTes, finifh'd with all th~ Art and Ele- 
gance imaginable. They were intended for the 
Horfe j for the Tribunes and Centurions of the 
Foot, and foreign Troops, who had the Guard of 
his Perfon. Darts, Arrows, and Lances, innume- 
rable ; and the Engines, and Machines of War, 
in Proportion to the reft of the Preparations. 

The Fleet was to be manned by an equal Num- 
ber of Citizens and Strangers : Dionyfius did nnc 
think of raifing Troops, till all his Preparations 
were compleat : Syr acufe ■> and the Cities in Sub- 
jection thereto, fupply'd him with Part of his 
Forces. Many came from Greece , especially from 
Sparta. The confiderable Pay he offer'd, brought 
Soldiers in Cro.vds, from all Parts, to lift in his 
Service. 

He omitted none of the Precautions ncceflary 
for the Succefs of his Enterprize ; the Importance, 
as well as Difficulty, of which was well known to 
him. He was not ignorant, that every Thing 
depends upon the Zeal and Affeftion of the 
Troops for their General; and apply'd himfelf 
particularly to the gaining the Hearts, not of his 
own Subjects only, out or all the Inhabitants of 
Sicily 5 and fucceeded in it to a Wonder. He 
had entirely changed his Behaviour for fome 

Time. Kindnefs, Courtefy, Clemency, a Difpo- 
fition to do Good, and an infinuating Complai- 
fancc to every one, had taken Place of that 
haughty and imperious Air, and Inhumanity of 
Temper, that had rendcr'd him fo odiou?. He 
was to entirely alter'd, that he did not feem to 
be the fame Man. 

Whilft he was haftcning his Preparations for 
the War, and applying to the Attainment of his 
Subjects Affections, he meditated an Alliance with 
the two powerful Cities, Rhegio and MeJJina\ 
which might difconcert his great Dc/igns by a 
formidable Diverfion. The League form'd by 
thofe Cities fome Time before, though without 
any Effect, gave him fome Uneafinefs. He, 
therefore, thought it necefTary, to make fure of 
the Amity of them both. He prefentcd the In- 
habitants of Meffina^ with a confiderable Quanity 
of Land> which was fituate in their Neighbour- 
hood, and lay very commodioufly for them. To 
give the People of Rhegio an Inftancc of his E- 
iteem and Regard for them, he fent Embailadors, 
to defire that they would give him one of their 
Citizens in Marriage. He had loll his firft Wife 
in the popular Commotion, as wo have before 
related. 

Dionyfius, fenfible, that nothing eftabli flies a 
Throne more effectually, than the Profprct of a 
Succeirorj who may enter into the lame Defigns; 

5 A have 
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have the Tame Intcrcfts, purfuc the fame Plan, and 
oblerve the fame Maxims of Government j took 
the Opportunity of the preftnt Tranquility or his 
Affairs, to contrail: a double Marriage j in order 
to have a Succelfor, to whom he might transfer 
the Sovereignty* which had coil him fo many 
Fains and i Jankers to acquire. 

The People of Rhegio, to whom Dionyjius had 
firil apply'd, having call'd a Council to take his 
Demar.d into Confide rat ion, came to a Refolution, 
not to contract any Alliance with a Tyrant; and 
returned for their final Anfwer, that they had only 
W Hangman'* Daughter to give him.Thc Raillery 
was home ; and cut deep : We fhall fee, in the 
Sequel, how dear that City paid for their Jeft. 

The Locrians % to whom Dionyfius fent the fame 
Embatfado'S, did not lhew themfelves fo difficult 
and delicate, but fer.t him Doris for a Wife, who 
was the Daughter of one of their molt iliuftrious 
Citizens. He caufed her to be brought from Lo- 
ci is, in a Galley with five Benches ot Rowers, of 
extraordinary Magnificence, and Alining on all 
Sides with Gold and Silver. He marry '3, at the 
fame Time, jf' ijtomachc, Daughter of Hippatinus 3 
the molt confiderable, and powerful, of the Sy- 
ra:ufan Citizens, and Siller of Dion, of whom 
much will be faid hereafter. She was brought 
to his L-alace, in a Chariot drawn by four white 
Horfes, which was then a Angular Mark of Dif- 
tincfion. The Nuptials of both were celebrated 
the fame Day, with universal Rejoicings through- 
ou: the w hole City, and were attended withFealts, 
ana Pit.fer.r>, of incredible Magnificence. It was 
coa:rarv to the Manners, and univerfal Cu/tom of 
the ff'ijlc/n Nations, from all Antiquity, that he 
clpoufed two Wives at once; taking in this, as in 
every Thing elfe, the Liberty allum'd by Ty- 
ranrs, of fctting themfelves above all Laws. 

However, Dionyjius feem'd to have an equal 
Affection for his two Wives, without giving the 
Preference to either j to remove all Caufe ot Jea- 
loufvand Difcord. The People of Syracufe re- 
ported, that he preferred his own Country-woman 
to the Scrangerj but the latter had the good For- 
tune to bring her Husband the firft Son, which 
fupporccd him not a little again ft the Cabals and 
Intrigues of Syracufans. slrijlomache was a long 
Time without any Symptoms of Child-bearing; 
though Dhnyfitts defired fo earncftly to have I/Tue 
bv her, that he pu: his Loc run's Mother to 
Death j accufing her, of hindering drijlomache 
from conceiving, by Witchcraft. 

sJnjhma>;he\ Brother was the celebrated Dion, 
who was in great Efteem with Dionyjius. He was, 
at firft, obliged for his Credit to his Sifter's Fa- 
vour; bur. after, diftinguifliing his great Capacity 
in many Inlrances, his own Merit made him 
much beloved and regarded by the Tyrant. A- 
mongfr the other Marks, Dionyfius gave him of 
his Confidence, he ordcr'd his Treasurers to fup- 
ply him, without farther Orders, with whatever 
Money he ihould demand, provided they inform *d 
him live fame Day they paid it. 

Dion Lad, naturally, a great, and moft noble 
S nil. A:j h ippy Accident had conduced to in- 
fpiiv, av! confirm in him, the molt elevated Sen- 
timent 1 ; : It was a Kind of Chance, or rather, as 
P/ufjt > " fi> •,, a , eculiar Providence, which laid, 
at a Dilrni e, I lie Foundation of the Syracitfun 
Liberty, that bro-ighc Plato, the molt celebrated 



of Philofophers, thither. Dion became his Friend 
and Difciple, and made great Improvements from 
his LciTons: Fur, though brought up in a luxuri- 
ous, and voluptuous Court, where the fupreme 
Good was made to confift in Pleafure and Mag- 
nificence, he had no fooner heard the Precepts of 
this new Matter, and imbib'd a Tafte of the Phi- 
lofophy chat inculcates Virtue, than his Soul was 
inflarn'd with the Love of it. Plato, in one of 
his Letters, gives this glorious Teftimony of him ; 
that he had never met with a young Man, upon 
whom his Difcourfcs made fo great lmprelHon, or 
who had conceiv'd his Principles with fo much 
Ardor and Vivacity. 

As Dion was young, and unexperiene'd, ob- 
ferving the Facility with which Plato had changed 
hisTaite and Inclinations, he imagm'd, innocently 
enough, chat the fame Reafons would have the 
fame Effects upon the Mi ad of Dionyjius 9 and, 
with that Opinion, c^uld r.oz reft, till he had 
prevailed upon the Tyrant to hear, and converfe 
with him. Dionyjius confe .Ced : Buc che Lull or" 
tyrannick Power had Caken too deep a Root in bis 
Heart, to be ever eradicated from it. Ic was like 
an indelible Dye, thac had penecrated his inmoft 
Soul ; from whence ic was impofTible ever to fe- 
parate it. 

Though the Stay of Plato at che Court, made 
no Alteration in Dionyjius, he perfevered in giv- 
ing Dion the fame Inftances of his Efteem and 
Confidence 9 and even to fupport, withouc caking 
Offence, the Freedom with which he fpoke to 
him. Dionyfius ridiculing, one Day, the Govern- 
ment of Gclon, who, many Years before* had been 
King of Syracufe $ and faying, in Allufion to his 
Name, that he had been the Laughing-Jlcck of 
Sicily 5 the whole Court fell into great Admira- 
tion, and took no fmall Pains, to fee off the 
Quaintnefs and Delicacy of the Conceit ; intip : d 
and flat as it was, and indeed, as Puns and Qui fa- 
bles generally are. Dion took it in a ferious 
Senfe, and was fo bold to reprefent to him, that 
he was in the Wrong, to talk in that Manner of a 
Prince, whofe wife, and equitable ConducT, had 
exhibited an excellent Model of Government; 
and given the Syracujans a favourable Opinion of 
Monarchical Power- Toil reign (faid he) and 
have been trujled Jor Gelon'i Sake i but, for your 
Sake, no Man will ever be trujled after you. It 
was very much, thac a Tyrant fliould fuffer him- 
felf to be talk'd Co, in fuch a Manner, with Im- 
punity. 

Dionyjius feeing his great Preparations were 
com pi eat, and chat he was in a Condition to take 
the Field, publickly open'd his Defign to che Sy* 
racufans, in brder to 1 nee reft chem the more in 
the £nterpri2e, and told chem, thac it was againft 
che Carthaginians. He represented that People, 

as the perpetual, and inveterate Enemies of the 
Greeks ; and efpecially, of thofe who inhabited 
Sicily 5 thac the Plague, which had lately waited 
Carthage, had made the Opportunity favourable; 
which ought not to be neglected; that the Peo- 
ple in Subjcftion to fo cruel a Power, waited onl)' 
the Signal Co declare again ft it; that it would be 
much for .the .Glory of Syracufe, to reinftare the 
Grecian Cities in their Liberty, after their having 
fo long groan'd under the Yoke of the Bat ban- 
ana \ than, in declaring War, at preftnt, ag:ii»{' 

the Cat t hag inians, they oniv preceded them in* c 
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for fome Time ; fincc, aflbon as they had rctriev'd 
their Lofo, they would not fail to attack Syracufe 
with all their Forces. 

The Affernbly were unanimous in thefe Senti- 
ments : Their ancient, and natural Hatred of the 
Barbarians - 7 their Anger againftthem, for having 
given Syracufe a Mailer 5 and the Hope, that, 
with Arms in their Hands, they might find fome 
Occafion of recovering their Liberty, united them 
in their Suffrages : The War was refolv'd with 
unanimous Confent, and began that very Inftant. 
A great Number of Cart hag inians^ were then both 
in the City, and Port} who, relying upon the 
Faith of Treaties, and under che Peace, drove a 
Trade with the Natives, and thought themfclves 
in Security- The Populace, by the Authority of 
Dionyjius, upon the breaking up of the Affcmbly, 
ran to their Houses, and Ships, plunder'd their 
Goads, and carrv'd off their Effects : They met 
with the fame Treatment throughout Sicily \ to 
which Murders and Maffacrcs were added; by 
Way of Reprizal, for the many Cruelties com- 
mitted by the Barbarians upon thofe they con- 
quer'd ; and to fhew them what they had to ex- 
pect, if they continued to make War with the 
fame Inhumanity. 

After this bloody Execution, Dio7iyfitts fent a 
Letter, by an Herald, to Carthage-, in which he 
lignify 'd, that the Syracufans declar'd War upon 
the Carthaginians, if they did not withdraw their 
Garrifons, from all the Grecia?i Cities held by 
them in Sicily : The Reading of this Letter, ac 
firtt, in the Senate, and afterwards, in the Af- 
fernbly of the People, occafion'd an uncommon 
Alarm, as thePeftilence had redue'd the City to 
a deplorable Condition : However, they were not 
difmay'd, and prepar'd for a vigorous Defence. 
They raifed Troops with the utm oil Diligence; 
and Imilcar fet out immediately, to put him- 
felf at the Head of the Carthaginian Army in 
Sicily. 

Dicnyfius, on his Side, loft: no Time *, but took 
the Field with his Army, which daily increafed, 
by the Arrival of new Troops, who came to join 
him from all Parts. It amounted to eighty thou- 
fand Foot, and three thoufand Horfe. The Fleet 
confifted of two hundred Gallies, and five hundred 
Barks laden with Provilions, and Engines of War. 
He open'd the Campaign, with the Siege of Mo- 
tya, a fortify'd Town, under the Carthaginians-, 
lying near Mount Eryx, in a little Ifland, fome- 
thing more than a Quarter of a League from the 
Continent; to which it was join'd by a fmall Neck 
of Land; which the Defieged immediately cut off, 
to prevent the Approaches of the Enemy on that 
Side. 

DionyJSus having left the Care of the Siege to 
I-cptinuSi who commanded the Fleet, went with 
his Land Forces to attack the Places in Alliance 
with the Carthaginians. Terfify'd, by the Ap- 
proach of fo numerous an Army, they all furren- 
der'd, except five; which were, Ancyra* Solos, 
f*anormus, now Palermo ; Segcjla, and Entella : 
I he two lair Places he befieged. 

Imilcar^ however, to make a Diverfion, dc- 
t-Uli'd ten Gallies of his Fleet, with Orders to 

attack in the Might, and furprize, all the Vef- 
,e K which rcmain'd in the Port of Syracufe. The 
^minmnder of this Mxpetlition enteral the Port, 
;u milling to hi'j Ordcru, without Re/Hhuicc ; and, 
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after having funk a great Part of the Vi.fFjJs, 

which he found there, rccir\! well iacLfy\i with 
the Succefs of his Eriterprize. 

Dionyftw, after having wafted the Rrv^ny's 
Country, return'd, and fat down with hh w'iole 
Army before Motya 5 and, having employ 'd a 
great Number of Hands, in muting Dimm; hs.tl 
Moles, he reinftatcd the Neck 01 Land, .i-id 
brought his Engines to work on thai wS.v''- : Tne 
Place was attack'd, and defended, with t Ir. .■■(-oil 
Bravery. After the Be/iegers had paiic-i ine 
Breach, and cnter'd the City, the Bcfieged pcr- 
fifled a considerable Time in defendin \ tbemf*. 1 '-- - 
with incredible Valour; fo that it was 1.1 
to purfuc, and drive them, from Houfe to • Jm ; . ', 
The Sold left, enraged at fo obftinate a i.eu.!.^, 
put all before them to the Sword ; Age, "1 ouch, 
Women, Children, nothing was f pared, except 
thofe, who had taken Refuge in the Temples. 
The Town was abandon'd to the Diferetion of 
the Soldiers, Dionyfiis being pleifed with an Oc- 
cafion, of attaching the Troops to his Service, by 
the Allurement, and Hope of Gain. 

The Carthaginians made an extraordinnrv Ef- 
fort, the next Year, and raifed an Army of tlvce 
hundred thoufand Foot, and four thoufand Horie. 
The Fleet, under Afago's Command, coniifted of 
four hundred Gallies, and upwards of fix hundred 
VefTels, laden with Provisions, and Engines of 
War. Imilcar had given the Captains of the Fleet 
his Orders feal'd up, which were not to be open'd 
till they were out at Sea. He had taken this 
Precaution, that his Defigns might be kept fecrct; 
and to prevent Spies from fending Advices of 
them to Sicily. The Rendezvous was at Palermo 5 
where the Fleet arriv'd, without Lofs in their 
PafTage ; Imilcar took Eryx by Treachery ; and, 
foon after, reduced Motya to Surrender : Mejfina, 
next, feem'd to him a Place of Importance ; be- 
caufe it might favour the landing of Troops from 
Italy, and cut off the PafTage of thofe, who lhould 
come from Pelopofinefus : After a long, and vigo- 
rous Defence, it fell into his Har.ds j and fome 
Time after, he entirely demoliftrd it. 

Dionyfius, feeing his Forces cxtreamly inferior 
to the Enemy, retired to Syracufe : A'lmoft all 
the People of Sicily, who hated him from the Be- 
ginning, and were only reconcile! to him in Ap- 
pearance^ and, out or Fear, took this Occafion 
to quit his Party, and to join the Carthaginians. 

The Tyrant levy'd new Troops, and gave the 
Slaves their Liberty, that they might Terve on 
board the Fleet. His Army amounted to thirty 
thoufand Foot, and three thoufand Horfe j and 
his Fleet to a hundred and eighty Gallies. With 
thefe Forces he took the Field, and remov'd about 
eighteen Leagues from Syracufe. Imilcar ad- 
vanced perpetually with his Land-Army follow V! 
by his Fleet, that kept near the Coaft : But, when 
he arriv'd at Aaxos, he could not continue his 
March upon the Sea- fide, and was obliged to take 
a long Com pa fs round- Mount Aitna, which, by 
a new Eruption, had fet the Country about it on 
Fire, and cover'd it with Allies : He therefore, 
order 'd his Fleet to wait his coming up at Cat ana. 
Dionyftus apprized of this, thought the Opportu- 
nity favourable for attacking it, whil/l fe para ted 

from the Land-Forces; and uhiilr his own, drawn 
up in Battle upon the Shore, might be of Service 
to animate am! f'upport hiu Fleet. The Scheme 

v, as 
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was wifely concerted, but the Succefs not anfwer- 
able to ic. Leptinus, his Admiral, having ad- 
vane'd inconliderately with thirty Gallics, con- 
trary ro the Opinion of Dionyfius, who had parti- 
cularly recommended to him, the not dividing or 
his Forces, at firit, funk fevcral of the Enemy's 
Ships ; but, upon being furrounded by the greater 
Number, was forced to fly. His whole Fleet fol- 
low *d his Example, and was warmly purfucd by 
the Carthaginians. Mago detach'd Boats full of 
Soldiers, with Orders to kill all who endeavour'd 
to five themfelves by fwimming to Shore. The 
Land-Army drawn up there, faw them pcrifh mi- 
ferablv, without being able to give them any At- 
filtance. The Lofs, on the Side of the Sicilians, 
was very great; more than a hundred Gallies be- 
ing either taken, or funk; and twenty thoufand 
iVlen perilhing, either in the Battle, or the Pur- 
fuit. 

Hereupon, the Sicilians, who were afraid to 
fhut themfelves up in Syracufe, where they could 
not fail of being befieged very foon, follicited 
Dionyftus to lead them againft Imiicar, whom fo 
bold an Enterprize might daunt j befides which, 
they fhould find his Troops fatigued wich their 
lore and hafty March. The Propoial pleafed him, 
at iirft \ but, upon reflecting, that Mago, with 
the victorious Fleet, might advance, and take Sy- 
racuse, he thought it more advifable to return 
thither ; which was the Occafion of his lofing A- 
bundance of his Troops ; who deferted in Num- 
bers, on all Sides. Imiicar, after a March of two 
Days, zrri\ y d at Catana- y where he halted fome 
Days to rcfrefh his Army, and refit his Fleet, 
which had fuffer'd exceedingly by a violent 
Storm. 

He then march'd to Syracufe, and made his 
Fleet enter the Port in Triumph : More than two 
hundred Gallics, adorn'd with the Spoils of their 
Victory, made a noble Appearance, as they ad- 
vane'd i the Crews forming a Kind of Concert, 
by the uniform and regular Order they obferv'd, 
in the Motion of their Oars : They were follow'd 
by an infinite Number of fmaller Barks; fo that 
the Port, \ alt as it was, was fcarce capable of 
containir g th^m ; the whole Sea being, in a 
Manner, cover'd with Sails. At the fame Time, 
on the other Side, appeared the Land-Army, com- 
pofed, as has been laid, of three hundred thou- 
fand F oo:, and four thoufand Horfe. Jmikar 
pirch'd hi> Ter.t in the Temple of Jupiter; and 
the Army encamp'd around, at fomcwhat more 
than half a League's Diftance from the City. It 
is eafy to judge, the Confirmation and Alarm, 
which fuch a Profpcft mult give the Syracujans 
The Cat tbavinian General advanced with hisTroops 
to the Wulls, to offer the City Battle ; and, at the 
fame Time, feiz'd upon the two remaining Ports, 
with a Detachment of a hundred Gallies. As he 
faw r.o Motion on the Side of the Syracujans, he 
refir'J, cor, tented, for that Time, with the Ene- 
mies coiifclling their Inequality. For thirty Days 
together, he laid watte the Country, cutting down 
all the Trees, and dcltroying all before him : He 
then made himfelf Matter of the Suburb, call'd 
Ath) arfihJ, and plunder'd the Temples of Ceres 
and Pt oU t pitta. This done, forefceing that the 
Siege would be of long Duration, he entrench'd 
hii» Cam|>, and enclofed it with flrong Walls; af- 
ter having demolilh'd, for that Purpofe, all the 



Tombs ; and, amongft others, that of Gelon, and 
his W ife Dcmartte, which was a Monument of 
great Magnificence. He built three Forts, at 
iome Diftance from each other ; the flrft at Plem- 
myrium\ the fecond towards the Middle of the 
Port ; the third near the Temple of Jupiter, for 
the Security of his Magazines of Corn and Wine: 
He fent alfo a great Number of fmall VefTels to 
Sardinia, and sifrica, to fetch Provifions. 

At the fame Time arriv'd Polyxcnus, whom the 
Brother-in-Law of Dionyfius, had difpatch'd before 
into Italy, and Greece, for all the Aid he could 
obtain j and brought with him a Fleet of thirty 
Ships, commanded by P bar ac ides the Lacedamo- 
?iia?u This Reinforcement came in very good 
Time, and gave the Syracujans new Spirit : Up- 
on feeing a Bark laden with Provifions for the E- 
nemy, they detach'd five Gallies, and took it. The 
Catthaginians gave them Chace with forty Sail, 
to which they advanced with their whole Fleet j 
and, in the Battle, difabled the Admiral- Galley, 
damaged many others, took twenty four, and pur- 
fued the Reit to the Place where their whole 
Fleet rode, and offer'd them Battle a fecond Time; 
w hich the Carthaginians, difcourag'd by the Check 
they had received, were afraid to accept. 

The Syracujans y embolden'd by fo unexpected 
a Victory, return'd to the City with the Gallies 
they had taken, and enter'd it in a Kind of Tri- 
umph. Animated by this Succefs, which could 
be only afcrib'd to their own Valour ; for, Dion\- 
J/us was then abfent, with a fmalJ Detachment of 
the Fleet, to procure Provifions, attended by Lep- 
tinus, they encouraged each other, and feeing 
they did not want Arms, they reproach'd them- 
felves with Cowardice j ardently exclaiming, that 
the Time was come to throw off the fhamcful 
Yoke of Servitude, and to refume their ancient 
Liberty. 

Whilft they were in the Midft of thefe Dif- 
courfes, difperfed in fmall Parties, the Tyrant 
arriVdj and having fummon'd an AfTcmbly, he 
congratulated the Syracufans, upon their late Vic- 
tory, and prom i fed, in a fhort Time, to put an 
End to the War, and deliver them from the E- 
nemy. He was going to difmifs the AfTcmbly, 
when Theodorus, one of the molt illuftrious of the 
Citizens, a Perfon of Scnfe, and Courage, took 
upon him to fpeak, and declare boldly for Liberty. 
" We arc told (faid he) of reftorine Peace, ter- 
minating the War, and of being oeliver'd from 
the Enemy. What fignifies fuch Language 
from Dionyfius ? Can we have Peace in the 
wretched State of Slavery impofed upon us ? 
Have we an Enemy more to be dreaded, than 
the Tyrant who fubverts our Liberty ? Or, a 
War more cruel, than that he has waged upon 
us for fo many Years ? Let Imiicar conquer, fo 
he contents himfelf with laying a Tribute upon 
us, and leaves us to the Exercife of our Laws: 
The Tyrant, who enflaves us, knows no other 
but his Avarice, Cruelty, and Ambition f The 
Temples of the Gods robb'd by his facriJegioitf 
Hands ; our Goods made a Prey, and our Land* 
abandon'd to his Infrruments; ourPerfons dail)' 
expofed to the moft fhameful, and cruel Treat- 
ment ; the Blood of fo many Citizens filed if* 
the Midft of us, and before our Eyes ; thefc 
the Fruits of his Reign, and the Peace he 

obtains f or us J Waa it for the Support of c*m* 

«« Liber- 
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* Liberties he buile your Citadel, that he has 
* c eneiofed it with fuch ftrong Walls, and high 
** Towers, that he has call'd in for his Guard 
r * chat Tribe of Strangers and Barbarians, who 
** infult us with Impunity? How long, ye Syra- 
** cufans, lhall we luffer fuch Indignities, more 
infupportable to the brave and generous than 
** Death itfelf ? Bold and intrepid abroad againft 
* € the Enemy, fhall we always tremble like Co w- 
tc aids, in the Prefence of a Tyrant ? Providence, 
«* which has put Arms into our Hands, dirc&s us 
« in the Ufe of them ! Sparta, and the other Ci- 
ts tics in our Alliance, who hold it their Glory 
" to be free and independent, would deem us un- 
worthy of the Grecian Name, if we had any 
* c other Sentiments. Let us fhew that we do not 
te degenerate from our Anccftors. IF Dionyfius 
* c confents to retire from amongft us, let us open 
" him our Gates, and let him take along with 
« c him whatever he pleafes : But, if he perlinVs in 
* c the Tyranny, let him experience what Effecls 
(e the Love or Liberty has upon the brave and 
te determinate I n 

After this Speech, the Syracufans, in Sufpence 
betwixt Hope and Fear, look'd earneftly upon 
their udllies ; and particularly, upon the Spartans. 
Pharacidcsy who commanded their Fleet, rofe up 
to fpeak. It was expected that a Citizen of Sparta 
would declare in Favour of Liberty ; but he did 
quite the Rcverfe, and told them, that his Re- 
publick had fent him to the Aid of the Syracufans 
and Dionyfius ; and not to make War upon 'Diony- 
Jiusy or to fubverc his Authority. This Arifwer 
confounded the Syracufans, and the Tyrant's Guard 
arriving at the fame Time, the Afifembly broke 
up : However, Dionyjius perceiving more than 
ever what ;he had to fear, apply'd from that Time 
to ingratiate himfelf with the People, and to at- 
tach the Citizens to his Interefts ; making Prc- 
fents to fome, inviting others to cat with him, 
and affecting, upon all Occafions, to treat them 
with Kindnefs and Familiarity. 

It mult have been about this Time, that Poly- 
xenus, Brother-in-Law to Dionyjius ( having, mar- 
ry'd his Sifter Thejla, without Doubt, declar'd 
againft him in this Confpiracy) fled from Sicily > 
for the Prefervation of his Life, and to avoid fal- 
ling into the Tyrant's Hands. Hereupon, Diony- 
jius fent for his Sifter, and reproach'd her very 
.much, for not apprizing him of her Husband's 

ignorant of 

Sur- 
prize, or Fear; " Have I appear'cTfo bad a Wife 



intended plight, as flic could not be ignora 
if. She reply 'd, without exprelling the leaft 
prize, or Fear; i€ Have I appear'd fo bad a^ 
%< to you, and of fo mean a Soul, as to have 
* c abandon^! my Husband in his Flight, and not 
4f have defired to fliare in his Dangers and Mis- 
*' fortunes ? No I I knew nothing of it ; or I 
*' fliould have been much happier, in being cal- 
" led the Wife of Polyxenus the Exile, in all 
* c Places, than, in Synuufe t the Sifter of the Ty- 
" rant." Dionyjius could not but admire an An- 
fuer fo full ol Spirit and Generofity ; and the 
Syracufans in general were fo charm'd with her 
Virtue, that, after the Tyranny was fupprefled, 
tlie fame Honours, Equipage, and Train of a 
Queen, which ihe had before, were continued to 
her during her Life; and after her Death, the 
whole People a trended her Body to hcrTomb, and 

hot iou rd i.er 1 Minora I with unV extraordinary .Ap- 

pca ranee. 



0*70 

In the mean Whiles Affairs began to take a 
hew Face on a fuddlon, on the Side of the Car- 
thaginians : They had committed an irretrievable 
Error, in not attacking Syracufc, upon their Ar- 
rival; and in not taking Advantage of the Con- 
frernation, which the Sight of a Fleet, and Army 
equally formidable, had occafion'd. The Hague, 
which was looked upon as a Puniftimcnt fent from 
Heaven, for plundering the Temples, and demo- 
liftiing Tombs, deftroy'd great Number*, jf their 
Army in a fhort Time. To add ro this Misfor- 
tune, the Syracufans, being infornVd of their un- 
happy Condition, attacked them in the Xight, by- 
Sea and Land. The Surprize, Terror, arvi even 
Hafte, they were in, to put themfelves into a 
Pofture of Defence, threw them into new D. acui- 
ties and Confufion. They knew not or. which. Side 
to fend Relief; all being equally in Danger. Many 
of their Velfels were funk, and others almoft en- 
tirely difabled, and a much greater Number de- 
ftroy'd by Fire. The old Men, Women, and 
Children, crowded upon the Walls, to be Witnef- 
fes of that Scene of Horror 5 and lifted up their 
Hands towards Heavens, returning Thanks to the 
Gods, for fo fignal a Protection of their City. The 
Slaughter within, and without the Camp, and on 
board the Veffcls, was great and dreadful, and 
ended only with the Day. 

Hereupon, Imilcar, reduced to Defpair, offer \J 
Dionyjius fecretly three hundred thouland Crowns, 
for Pcrmiflion to retire in the Night, with the 
Remains of his Army and Fleet. The Tyrant, 
who was not difp leafed with leaving the Cartha- 
ginians fome Refource, to keep his Subjects in 
continual Ave, gave his Confent ; but only for 
the Citizens of Carthage. Upon which, Imilcar 
fet out with the Carthaginians, and only forty- 
Ships ; leaving the reft of his Troops behind. The 
Corinthians, difcovering from the Noife, and Mo- 
tion of the Gallies, that Imi/car was making off, 
fent to inform Dionyjius of his Flight, who affected 
Ignorance, and gave immediate Orders to purfue 
him ; but, as thofe Orders were but (lowly exe- 
cuted, they follow 'd the Enemy themfelves, and 
funk fevcral Velfels of their Rear- Guard. 

Dionyftus then march'd out with his Troops \ 
but, before their Arrival, the Sicilians in the Car- 
thaginian Service had retired to their feveral 
Countries. Having firft polled Troops in the 
Pafles, he advanced directly to the Enemy's Camp, 
though it was hot quite Day. The Barbarians, 
who law themfelves cruelly abandoned, and be- 
tray *d by Imi leafy and the Sicilians, loft Courage, 
and fled. Some of them were taken by the Troops 
in the Paffes ; others laid down their Arms, and 
ask'd Quarter. Only the Iberians drew up, and 
fent an Herald to capitulate with Dionyfius, who 
incorporated thcrh into his Guards : The Reifc 
were all made Prifohers. 

Such was the Face of the Carthaginians j which 
(hews, fays the Hiftorian, chat Humiliation tread 
upon the Heels of Pride ; and that thofe, who 
arc too much puffed up with Power and Succcts, 
are fooh forced td coniefs their Wcaknefs arid Va- 
nity. Thofe haughty Victors ; Mailers of a 1 mo ft 
all S icily $ who looked upon Syraeufc as already 
their own, and enter'd, at fir (f, triumphant into 
the great Port, , iofulting the Citizens ; were now 
redue'd to fly fliamefully under the Covert of the 
Night } dragging away with them the fad Ruins, 
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and miferablc Remains of their Fleet and Army, 
and trembling for the Fate or their native Coun- 
try. Imilcar, who had neither regarded the fa- 
cred Refuge of Temples, nor the inviolable Sanc- 
tity of Tombs, after having left one hundred and 
fifty thoufand Men unburied, in the Enemy's 
Country, return \i to pcrifh miferably at Carthage, 
revenging upon himfelf, by dying by his own 
Hands, the Contempt he had exprelfed for Gods 
and Men. 

About this Time, Dionyfius, beginning to be 
fufpicious of the Strangers in his Service, removed 
ten thoufand of them ; and under the Pretence of 
rewarding their Merit, gave them the City of 
Leon* i urn j which was, in Reality, very commo- 
dioufly iituated, and an advantagious Settlement. 
He then confided the Guard of his Perfon to other 
Foreigners, and the Slaves he had infranchifed. 
He made leveral Attempts upon certain Places in 
Italy, and in the neighbouring Country, efpecially 
Rhegio : Whereupon, the People of Italy, feeing 
themfelves in Danger, entered into a powerful 
Alliance to put a Stop to his Conquefts: The 
Succefs was tolerably equal on both Sides. 

About the fame Time, the Gauls 3 who fome 
Months before had burnt Rome, fenc Deputies to 
Dionyfius, to make an Alliance with him j he be- 
ing, at that Time, in Italy. The Advices he had 
received of the great Preparations making by the 
Carthaginians for War, obliged him to return to 
Sicily. For that People having fet on Foot a nu- 
merous Army, under the Conduct of Mag o, made 
new Efforts againft Sj r acufe ; but with no better 
Succefs than the former : They terminated in aa 
Accommodation with Dionyfius. 

This Danger being over, he attack'd Rhegio a- 
gain, and at firft received a confiderable Check : 
13uc having gained a great Victory over the 
Greeks of Italy, in which he took more than ten 
thoufand Prifoners, he difmifled them all without 
Ranfom, contrary to their Expectation ; with a 
View of dividing the Italians from the Interefts of 
Rhegio, and difiolving a powerful League, which 
might have defeated his Defigns. Having by this 
Action of Favour and Generofity, acquired the 
good Opinion of ail the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
try, and from Enemies made chem his Friends and 
Allies, he turn'd his Arms a third Time, upon 
Rhegio. He was extremely incenfed againft tnat 
City, upon Account of their refuting to give him 
one of their Citizens in Marriage; and for the 
infolent Anfwer, with which that Refufal was at- 
tended. The Reneged, finding themfelves incap- 
able of refitting lo numerous an Army as that of 
Dionyfiw, and expecting no Quarter, if the City 
were taken by A (fault, began to talk of capitulat- 
ing; to which he hearkened not unwillingly. He 
He made them pay three hundred thoufand Crowns, 
deliver up all their Vclfels, to the Number of Se- 
venty, and put an hundred Plottages into his Hands; 
after which he raifed the Siege. It was not out of 
Favour or Clemency that he aclcd in this Manner, 
but to make their Deftruction fure, after having 
firft reduced their Power. 

According Iv the next Year, under the falfe Pre- 
text, and with the Reproach, of having violated 
the Treaty, he befitted them again wicn all his 
Forces; hrft fending back their Hottagcs. Both 
Parties Acted with the utmoft Vigour: The Dc- 
f i re of Revenue on one bide, and the Fear of the 



utmoft Cruelties on the other, animated the- Troops. 
Thofe of the City were under the Command of 
Phyto, a brave and intrepid Man, whom the Dan- 
ger ot his Country render 'd more courageous. He 
made frequent and fierce Sallies: In one of them 
Dionyfius received a Wound* of which it was with 
great Difficulty he recovered. The Siege went on 
ilowly, and had already continued eleven Months, 
when a cruel Famine reduced the City to the laft 
Extremities. A Meafure of Wheat, (of about fix 
Bufhels) was fold for two hundred and fifty Livrcs. 
After having confumed all their Horfes, and Bcafts 
of Carriage, they were obliged to fupport them- 
felves with Leather and Hides, which they boiled j 
and at lalt, to feed upon the Grafs of the Fields^ 
like Beads; a Refource, of which Dionyfius foon 
deprived them, by making his Horfe eat up all 
the Herbage around the City. Necefllty at length 
reduced them to furrender at Difcretion, and Dio- 
nyfius entered the Place, which he found covered 
with dead Bodies. Thofe who furvived were ra- 
ther Skeletons than Men. He took above fix thou- 
fand Prifoners, whom he fent to Spracufe : Such 
as could pay fifty Livres he difmilTed, and fold 
the reft for Slaves. 

Dionyfius kid all the Weight of his Refentment 
and Revenge upon Phyto : He began with order- 
ing his Son to be thrown into the Sea : The next 
Day he order'd the Father to be faften'd to the 
Extremity of the higheft of his Engines, for a 
Spectacle to the whole Army ; and in that Condi- 
tion, he fent to tell him, that his Son had been 
thrown into the Sea. Then is he happier than me 
by a Day, reply'd that unfortunate Parent, He 
afterwards caufed him to be led through the whole 
City, to be fcourged with Rods, and to fufFcr a 
thoufand other Indignities, whilft an Herald pro- 
claimed : That the perfidiousTraitor was treated in 
that Manner, for having infpired the People of 
Rhegio with Rebellion. Say rather, anfwer'd that 
generous Defender of his Country's Liberty, that 
a faithful Citizen is fo vfed, for having refufed to 
facrifice his Country to a Tyrant. Such an Object, 
and fuch Difcourie, drew Tears from all Eyes, 
and even from the Soldiers of Dionyfius : He was 
afraid his Prifoner would be taken from him, be- 
fore he had fatiated his Revenge, and ordered him 
to be flung into the Sea directly. 

At an Interval, which the Succefs againft Rhe- 
gio had left Dionyfius, the Tyrant, who was greedy 
of all Kinds of Glory, and piqued himfelf upon 
the Excellence of his Genius, fenc his Brother 
Thcarides to Olympia, to difpute, in his Name, 
the Prizes of the Chariot- Race, and Poetry. 

The Circumftances wc are going to relate, viz. 
the Taftcj or rather Pa /lion of Dionyfius, for 
Poetry and polite Learning, being one of his pe- 
culiar Characlerifticks, and h.-.ving befides a Mix- 
ture of Good and Bad in iLlvlf, makes it requi- 
fite, fora right Under/landing of it, to diftinguiih, 
wherein thisTafte of his, is either laudable, or 
worthy of Blame. 

We fliajl fay as much upon the Tyrant's total 
Character, with whofe Vices of Ambition and 
Tyranny many great Qualities were united, which 
ought not to 00 difguiied or mifreprefented j the 
Veracity of Hiftory requiring, that Juftice flioujd 
be done to the moil Wicked, as they are not lb i n 
every Refpect. We have feen fcveral Things in 
his Character that certainly defcrve Piaife; vve 

mean* 
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mean, in Regard to his Manners and Behaviour: 
The Mildnefs with which he fuffer'd chc Freedom 
0 f young Dion ; the Admiration he expreffed of 
the bold and generous Anfwer of his Sifter Thejia, 
upon Account of her Husband's Fiight j his gra- 
cious and infinuating Deportment, upon feveral 
other Occafions, to the Syr acufans\ the Familia- 
rity of his Difcourfe with the meaneft Citizens, 
and even Workmen; the Equality he obferved 
between his two Wives, and his Kindnefs and Re- 
jpect for them; all which imply, that Dionyfius 
had more Equity, Moderation, Affability, and 
Generofity> than is commonly afcrib'd to him: He 
was not fuch a Tyrant, as Alexander of Pbera, Ca- 
ligula, Nero, or Garacalla. 

But to return to Dionyfius^ Tafte for Poetry. 
In his Intervals of Leifure, he. loved to unbend 
his Mind in the Converfation of Perfons of Wit, 
and in the Study of Arts and Sciences. He was 
particularly fond of verifying, andemploy'd him- 
felf in the Compofition of Poems, efpeciaJly Tra- 
gedies. Thus far this Pailion of his may be ex- 
cufed, by its having fomething undoubtedly lau- 
dauble in it ; we mean, in his Tafte for polite 
Learning ; the Elreem he expreffed for learned 
Men; his Inclination to do them good Offices; 
and the Application of his Leifure Hours. Was 
it not better to employ them in the Exercife of his 
Wit; and the Cultivation of Learning, than in 
Feafling, Dancing, theatrical Amufements, Gam- 
ing, frivolous Company, and other Pleafures, Itili 
more pernicious ? Which wife Reflection Dionyfius 
the Touiger made when at Corinth. F hi lip of Ma- 
ced»n> being at Table with him, fpokeot the Odes 
and Tragedies his Father had left behind him, 
with an Air of Raillery and Contempt, and feem'd 
to be in fome Difficulty to comprehend, at what 
Time of his Life he had Leifure for fuch Compo- 
fitions : Dionyfius fmartly reparteed ; The Difficulty 
is very great indeed ! Why, he compofed them at thofe 
Hours, which )ou and /, and infinite Numbers of 
others, as we have Reafon to believe, pafs in Drink- 
ing, and other Diverfions, 

Julius Cafar, and the Emperor j4ugujlus> ap- 
ply'd themfelves to Poetry, and compofed Tra- 
gedies: Luculltts intended to have written the Me- 
moirs of his military Actions in Verfe : The Co- 
medies of Terence were attributed to Lalius and 
Scipio, both great Captains, cfpccially the latter; 
and that Report was fo far from leifening their 
Reputation at Rome, that it added to the general 
Eiiecm of them. 

Thefe Unbendings, therefore, were not blame- 
able in their own Nature; this Tafte for Poetry 
was rather laudable, if kept within due Bounds; 
but Dionyfius was ridiculous for pretending to ex- 
cel all others in it : He could not endure either a 
Superior or Competitor in any Thing. From be- 
ing in the fole PofTcflion of fuprcme Authority, 
he had aceufrom'd him felf to imagine his Wit of 
the fame Rank with his Power: In ihort, he was 
in every Thing a Tyrant. His immoderate Elli- 
rnation of his own Merit, flow'd, in fome Mea- 
gre, from the over bearing Turn of Mind, which 
■Empire and Command had given him: The con- 
tinual Applaufes of a Court, and the Flatteries of 
[nofe, who knew how Co recommend themfelves 



has fuch incenfc and Adoration coutmuaHy paid 
to him? /t is well known, that Cardinal Hiche- 
lieu, in the midftof the greateir Affair*, not onl\ 
dompofed dramatick Poems, but piqued himfcli 
on his Excellency tli2t Way; and what is more, 
his Jeaioufy, on that Account, carry'd him fo far, 
as to induce him to make life of his Authority, 
by Way of Criticifm upon the Compositions ol 
thofe, to whom the Publick, (a jutt ai d incor- 
ruptible Jud^e in that Point) had given the Pre- 
ference. 

Dionyfius did not reflect, that there arc Things, 
which though eltimabJc in themfelves, and vvh'ch 
do Honour to private Perfons, it dot*, /.of become 
a iVir.ce to defire to excel in: Witncfs, Phi lip of 
Macedon's ExpreiTIon to his Son, upon his having 
fhewn too much Skill in Mufick at a publick En- 
tertainment: u4re not you ajhamcd, faid he, to (hig 
fo well? It was acti i g inconfiftently with cue Dig- 
nity of his Character. If Cafar % and sJugufit'.s, 
when they wrote Tragedies, had taken it into 
their Heads, to equal, or excel Sophocles, it had 
not only beed ridiculous, but a Reproach to them. 
And the Reafon is, becaufe a Prince being obliged, 
by an eflential and indifpenlible Duty, to apply 
himfelr ince/Tantly to the Affhirs of Goverrmeu, 
and having Abundance of various Bufinefs al- 
ways recurring to him, he can make no other L r fe 
of the Sciences, than to divert him at fhort Inter- 
vals, as will not admit any great Progrefs i- them, 
or the excelling of thofe, who employ themfek e$ 
in no other Study. Hence when the Publick ees 
a Prince affect the firft Rank in this kind of Merit, 
they may juitly conclude, that he neglects his more 
important Duties, and what he owes to his Peo- 
ple's Happinefs, to give himfelf up to an Employ- 
ment, which waftes his Time, and Application of 
Mind, ineffectually. 

We muft, however, do Dionyfius the Juftice to 
own, that he never was reproachable for letting 
Poetry interfere to the Prejudice of his great .Af- 
fairs; or that it made him lefs active, and di'i- 
gentj on any important Occafion. We have al- 
ready faid, that this Prince, in an Interval of Peace, 
had fenc his Brother Thearides to Ulympia, to dii- 
pute the Prizes of Poetry, and the Chatiot-race, 
in his Name- When he arrived at the AffembJ) , 
the Beauty, as well as Number of his Charion*, 
and the Magnificence of his Pavilion, embroider" J 
with Gold and Silver, attracted the Eyes and Ad- 
miration of all the Spectators. The Ear was no 
left charm 'd, when the Poems of Dionyfius bcg:n 
to be read. He had therefore chofen, lor th it 
Purpofe, Readers with fonorous, mufL::l Voice*, 
who might be heard far and diltinctly, and wh.i 
knew how to give a jurtEmphafis and Numcrojiiy 
to the Vcrfes rhey repeated. At firft this had .1 
very happy Effect, and the whole Audicr.ce were 
deceived by the Art and bweetnefs of ti e Pronur 
ciation. But this Charm was loon at an End, and 
the Mind not longamufetl by the Kara : t he Ve. 
then appeared in all their Ridicule : t he Audi em* • 
were afham'd of havi:.^ sipplauded rherrii and tin 1 .:' 
Praife was turn'd into Laughter* Scorn, and inl :! . 
To exprefs their Contempt and Indignation, th v 
tore the rich Pavilion in Pieces. I.yfias, the iv- 



hofe, who knew how to recommend themfelves lebrated Orator, who was come to the Olympni- 
n y his darling Foible, were another Source of this Games, to difpute the Prize of hloijueuce, whu'h 
V ''|JM Conceit. And of what will not a Great Man, he had carry'd feveral Times before, undvrtonk to 



;l Miniftcr, a Prince, think himfelf capable, who 



he had carry'd feveral Times before, undvrtonk to 
prove; that it was inconfiltenL wi' h the Honour 

of 
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of Greece* the Friend and Aflertor of Liberty, ro 
admit an impious Tyrant to iharein the Celebra- 
tion of the lacred Games 5 who had no other 
Thoughts than the fubje&ing of all Greece to his 
Power, That Affront was not then exprefsly le- 
vel I'd at Dionyfsus ; but the Event was lefs favour- 
able to him. His Chariots having enter'd the Lilts, 
were, all of them, either carried out of the Courfe 
by an headlong Impetuofity, or dafli'd in Pieces 
againft one another. And to compleat the Mif- 
fortunc, the Galley, which carried the Perfons 
Dionyjhs had fent tr> the Games, met with a vio- 
lent Storm, and did not return to Syracufc, with- 
out great Difficulty. When the Pilots arrived 
there, out of Hatred and Contempt of the Tyranr, 
they reported throughout the City, that it was 
his vile Poems, which had occafion'd fo many 
Mifcarriagcs to the Readers, Racers, and even the 
Ship itfein This bad Succefs did not at all dif- 
courage DionyfitiSy nor make him abate any Thing 
of his hi<rh Opinion of his poetick Vein.^ The 
Flatterers, who abounded in his Court, did not 
tail to infinuate, that fuch injurious Treatment of 
his Poems, could proceed only from Envy, which 
always fattens upon what is moft excellent * and 
chat fooner or later, the Invidious themfelves 
would be convinced by Demonftration, do Juftice 
to his Merit, and acknowledge his Superiority to 

all other Poets. 

The Extravagance of Dionyjius in that Refpeft 
was inconceivable : He was undoubtedly a great 
Warriour, and an excellent Captain but he fan- 
cied himfelf a much better Poet, and believed 
that his Verfes were a far greater Honour to him, 
than all his Victories. To undertake to undecive 
him in an Opinion fo favourable to himfelf, had 
been an ill Way of making one's Court to him; 
lb that all the learned Men, and Poets, who eat 
at his Table in great Numbers, feem'd to be in 
Extaiies of Admiration, whenever he read them bis 
Poems. Never, according to them, was there 
any Comparifon ; all was great, all noble, in his 
Poetry j all was majeltick, or, to (peak more pro- 
perly, all divine. 

Philoxenus was the only one of all the Tribe, 
who did not run with the Stream, into exceffive 
Prailes and Flattery : He was a Man of great Re- 
putation, and excell'd in Dithyrambeck Poetry. 
There is a Story told of him, which Fontaine has 
known how to apply admirably. Being at Table 
with Diwfius, and feeing a very fmall Fifh fet 
before him, and an huge one before the King, 
the Whim took him to lay hit. Ear clofc to the Ut- 
ile Fiih. lie wasask'd his Meaning by that Plea- 
fantry ; I w.n enquiring, fa id he, into fome Affairs 
that r.ifftn';! in the ILign 0/ K ere us, but this young 
AJtiie (J the Jloah can give me no Information \ 
is cLhr t and without Doubt knows fome thing 

f J t' r * ^ tttet . 

Dion} fins having read one Day fome of his 
Verfes to PbHixems, and having preft him to give 
him his Opinion ef them, he aniWcr'd with an en- 
ure [-VecJom, and told him plainly his real Senri- 
r;ent.. Dionyjius, who was not accuftom'd to fuch 
Language, was extremely offended, and attribut- 
ing hi. Bold nefs to his Envy, gave Orders to carry 
],;;n to the Mines j the common Jail being to 
i .Jled. The v. hole Court were affliclcd upon this 
Ai ■touf.r, and iollicited for the generous Prifoner, 
>fe Re lea A: 1 hey obtained: He was enlarged 
1 he n D.i' > a: d rcUor'd to Favour. 



At the Entertainment made that Day, by Dh 
nyjius % for the fame Guelfcs, which was a kind of 
Ratification of the Pardon, and at which they 
were, for that Reafon* more than commonly gay 
and chearfuli after they had plentifully regaled a 
great while, that Prince did not fail to introduce 
his Poems into rhe Converfation, which were the 
rnoft frequent Subject of it. He chofe fome Faf- 
fages, which he had taken extraordinary Pains in 
compofing, and conceived to be Matter-pieces - 7 as 
was very difcernible, from the Self-fatisfaction, 
and Complacency he expreffed, whiltt they were 
read. But his Delight could not be perfect, with- 
out the Approbation of Philoxenus ; upon which 
he fet the greater Value, as it was not his Cuftom 
to be fo profufe of it as the reft. What had pafs'd 
the Evening before, was a furficient Leflbn for the 
Poet : "When Dionyjius ask'd his Thoughts of the 
Verfes, Philoxenus made no Anfwer, but turning 
towards the Guards, who always flood round the 
Table, he faid in a ferious, though humorous 
Tone, without any Emotion; Carry me back to 
the Mines. The Prince took all the Humour and 
Spirit of that ingenious Pleafancry, without be- 
ing offended. The Sprightlinefs of the Conceit 
atton'd for its Freedom, which, at another Time, 
would have touch'd him to the Quick, and made 
him exceflivcly angry. He only laugh'd at it 
now, and did not make a Quarrel of it with the 
Poet. 



He was not in the fame Temper upo 
ft of s4ntipbon y s, which was indeed of 
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n a grofs 

„ . A .__ __ a different 

Kind, and feem'd to argue a violent and brutal 
Genius: The Tyrant, in a Converfation, ask'd, 
which was the belt kind of Brafs ? After the 
Company had given their Opinions, jfutifbon faid, 
that was the beft, of which the Statues of Har- 
modi us and drijlogiton were made. This witty 
Expreifion, if it may be call'd fo, coft him his 
Life. 

The Friends of Philoxenus apprehending, that 
his too great Liberty might be alfo attended with 
bad Confequences, repreiented to him in the moft 
ferious Manner j thacthofe who live with Princes, 
muft fpeak their Language ; that they hate to hear 
any Thing not agreeable to themfelves * that 
whoever does not know how to dilfemblei is not 
qualify'd for a Court ; that the Favours, and Li- 
beralities, which Dionyfius continually beftow'd 
upon them, well deferred the Return of Com- 
plaifance; that, in fhort, with his blunt Freedom, 
and plaia Truth, he was in Danger of lofing not 
only his Fortune, but his Life. Philoxenus told 
them, that he would take their good Advice, and 
for the Future give fuch a Turn to his Anfvven, 
as fhould fatisfy Dionyfius* without injuring Truth. 

Accordingly, fome Time after* Dionyfius hav- 
ing read a Piece of his compofing, upon a very 

mournful Subject, wherein he was to move Com* 

" the 

'tlttS » 

and ask'd him his Sentiments upon it. Philoxemn 
gave him for Anfwer, Oeclra\ one Word, which 
jn the Greek Language haa^ two different Signifi- 
cations : In one of them it implies, mournful* 
moving Things, fuch as infpirc Sentiments <>l 
Pity and Companion; in the other, it exp»'c»f 
fome thing very mean, defective, pitiful* or nn 
ferable. Dionyjius, who was fond of hin Vein : . 
and believed No-body could differ from his 
Opinion of them, took that Word in r.hv. 1 



mourniui auDjccr, wnerein iie was to move ^ 

paflion, and draw Tears from the Eyes of 
Audience, addrefs'd himfelf again to Philoxc 
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able Confirmation, and was cxtreamly fatisfy'd with 
J^kiloxenus. The Reft of the Company were noc 
rniltaken, buc underilood. it in the right Scnfc, 
though without explaining themfelvcs. 

Nothing could cure his Folly for Verfifkati on: 
It appears from Diodorus Sicu/us, that, having 
fent his Poems a fccond Time to O/ympia, they 
Were treated with the fame Ridicule and.Contempc 
as before. That News, which could not be kept 
from him, threw him into an Excefs of Melan- 
choly, which he could never get over 5 and turn'd 
foon after into a Kind of Madnefs and Phrenzy. 
He compiain'd, that Envy and Jealoufy, the cer- 
tain Enemies of true Merit, were always at Va- 
riance with him ; and, thac all the World con- 
fpired to the Ruin of his Reputation : He accufed 
his beft Friends of the fame Defign ; fome of whom 
he put to Death, and others he banifh'd j amongft 
whom were Leptinus his Brother, and Philiftus, 
who had done him fuch great Services, and to 
whom he was obliged for his Power : They retired 
to Thurium in Italy, from whence they were re- 
called fome Time after, and rcinftated in all their 
Fortunes, and his Favour : Leptinus, in particular, 
marry 'd the Tyrant's Daughter* 

To remove his Melancholy for the ill Succcfs 
of his Verfes, it was neceflary to find fome Em- 
ployment, with which his Wars and Buildings fup- 
ply'd him : He had form'd a Defign of eftablifh- 
ing powerful Colonies in the Part of Italy , fituate 
"pon the Adriatick Sea, facing Epirus ■, in order 
us Fleet fhould not want a fecure Retreat, when 
he fhould employ his Forces on that Side ; and, 
with this Viow, he made an Alliance with the 11- 
Jyriansy and rettored Alettes, King of the Molojffi- 
ans, to his Throne : His principal Defign was to 
attack Epirus, and make himfeif Mailer of the 
immenfe Treafurcs, which had been, for many 
Ages, amafUng in the Temple of Dclphos. Before 
he could fet this Project on Foot, which required 
great Preparations, ho feem'd to make an Eflav of 
his Genius for it, by another of the fame Kind, 
though of much eafier Execution i Having; made 
a fudden Irruption into Tufcany, under the Pretence 
of purfuing Pyrates, he plunder'd a very rich 
Temple in the Suburbs of Jgyllum, a City of that 
Country, and carry 'd away fifteen hundred 'Ta- 
lents. He had Occafion for Money to fupport his 
great Expcnces at Syraenfe ; as well in fortifying 
the Port, and to make it capable of receiving two 
hundred Gallies, as to cnclole the whole City with 
good Walls, erect magnificent Temples, and build 

a Place of Exercifc upon the Banks of the River 
Anapus* 

At the fame Time, he form'd the Defign of 
driving the \ Carthaginians entirely out of Sicily: 
The firft Victory which he gain'd, put him almofr 
into a Condition to nccomplifh his Defign ; but 
the Lofs of a fecond Buttle, in which his Brother 
Lcptinus was kill'd, put an End to his Hopes, and 
obliged him to enter into a Treaty, by w hich he 
gave up feveral Towns to the Cai thaginians % and 
like wife paid them great Sums of Money to re- 
imburfe them their Expcnces in the War. An 
Attempt which he made upon them fome Years 
alter, taking the Advantage of the Defolation oc- 
cafioa'cl by the Plague at Cat thagc, had no better 
juccefs. 

Another Viilory of a very diflcrcncKind, though 
noc tefa at his Heart, made him Amends ; or, at 
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leaft, comforted him, for the ill Suceefs of his 
Arms. He had caufed a Tragedy of his to be 
reprefented at Athens, for the Prize in the cele- 
brated Feaft of Bacchus , and was declared Victor. 
Such a Victory amongft the Athenians, who were 
the beft Judges of this Kind of Literature ; feems 
to argue, the Poetry of Dionyjius not fo mean and 
piti/ui - y and that it is very poflible, the Averfion 
of the Greeks for every Thing, which came from 
a Tyrant, had a great Share in the contemptuous 
Sentence, palfed upon his Poems in the Olympick 
Games. However it was, Dionyjius recti v*d the 
News with inexpreffible Tranfports of Joy. Pub- 
lick Thankfgivings were made to the Gods ; and 
theTemples v\ere fcarce capable of containing the 
Concourfe of People. Nothing was fecn through- 
out the City, but feafting and rejoicing j and Di- 
onyjius regaled all his Friends with the moft ex- 
traordinary Magnificence. Self- fatisfy'd to a De- 
jree, that cannot be defcrib'd, he believ'd him- 
feif at the Summit of Gloryj and did the Ho- 
nours of his Table with Gaiety and Eafe j and, at 
the fame Time, with a Grace and Dignity, that 
charm'd all the World. He invited his Guefts to 
eat and drink, more by his Example than Expref- 
fions ; and carry'd his Civilities of that Kind to 
fuch an Excefs, that, at the Clofe of the Banquet, 
he was feiz'd with violent Pains, oceafion'd by an 
Indigcftion, of which it was not difficult to forefee 



the Confequcnces, 

Dionyjius had three Children by his Wife Do- 
ris, and four by Arijtomactie, of which two were 
Daughters j the one nam'd Sophrofyne, the other 
Arete. Sophrojyne was marry 'd to his eldeft Son, 
Dionyjius the lounger, whom he had by his Lo~ 
crian Wife j and Arete efpoufed her Brother 
Thearides : But, Thearides dying foon, Dion 
marry'd his Widow Arete; who was his own 
Niece. 

As the Diftemper of Dionyjius left no Hopes of 
his Life, Dion took upon him to difcourfe him 
about his Children by AriJlomache y who were, at 
the fame I im»> his Brothers-in-Law, and Ne- 
phews; and to infinuate to him, that it was juft 
to give the Preference to the lifue of his Syrucu- 
Jan Wife to thofe of a Stranger : But the Fhyfici- 
ans, defirous of making their Court to young 'Di- 
onyjius, the Locrian's Son, for whom the Throne 
was intended, did not give him. Time to alter his 
Purpofe : For, 'Dionyjius having demanded a Me- 
dicine to make him fleep, they gave him fo 
ftrong a Dofc, as quite ftupify'd his Scnfes; and 
laid him in a Sleep, that lafted him for the 
Reft of his Life. He had reigned Thirty- eight 
Years* 

He wasj certainly, a Prince of very great, po- 
litical, and military Abilities; and had Occafion 
for them all, in railing himfeif as he did, from a 
mean Condition to fo high a Rank. After having 
the Sovereignty thirty-eightYcars, he tranfmifcted it 
peaceably to a Succetfbr of his own I flue and Elec- 
tion ; and had cftublifh'd his Power upon fuch fo- 
Iid Foundations, that his Son, notwithftanding 
the Slcndernefs of his Capacity for governing, re- 
tained it twelve Years after his Death. All which 
could not have been effected without a great Fund 
of Merit, as to his Capacity : But, what Qualities 
could cover the Vices, which render'd him the 
Object of his Subjects Abhorrence ? His Ambition 
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knew neither Law, nor Limitation* his Avarice Life to the Hands of a Barber, he made hi* 
fpared nothing, not even the mod facred Places; Daughters, though very young, do him that dc- 
his Cruelty had often no Regard to the Affinity of fpicable Office ; and, when they were more ad- 
Blood ; and his open, and p^ofefled Impiety, only vane'd in Years, he took the Sciflbrs and Razors 
acknowledg'd the Divinity, to infult him. In his from them, and taught them to finge off his 
Return to Syracufe, with a favourable Wind, from Beard with Nut-thclls : He was reduced, at laft, 
plundering the Temple of Profcrpinc at Locris ; to do that Office hi mfelf; not daring, it feems, to 
Sec ( faid'hc to his Friends, with a Smile of Con- truft his own Daughters any longer : He never 
tempt) tozu the immortal Gods favour the Naviga- went into the Chamber of his Wives at Night, 
tion of tbc fjcrUcgious* till they had been firft fearch'd with the utmott 

Having Occafion for Money to carry on the War Care and Circumfpe£tion : His Bed was furrounded 
againft the Carthaginians, he rifled thcTemple of with a very broad, and deep Trench, and a fmall 
Jupiter, and took from that God a Robe of folid Draw- Bridge over it for the Entrance : After ha- 
God, which Ornament Hicro theTyrant had given ring well lock'd, and bolted, the Doors of his 
him out of the Spoils of the Carthaginians. He Apartment, he drew up the Bridge, that he might 
added Ridicule upon that Occafion, faying, that fleep in Security : Neither his Brother, nor even 
a Robe of Gold was much too heavy in Summer, his Son, could be admitted into his Charriber, with - 
and too cold in Winter; and, at the fame Time, out firft changing their Cloaths, and being vi/iccd 
ordered one of Wool to be thrown over the God's by the Guards. Is this to reign, or live* to pa/s 
Shoulders : Adding, that fuch a Habit would be one's Days in a continual Circle of Diftruft, ai,d 
commodious in all Seafons. Terror J 

Another Time, he order'd the golden Beard of In the Midft of all his Greatnefs, poffened of 
JEfculafius to be taken off; giving for his Rca- Riches, and furrounded with Pleafures of every 
fbn, that it was very incor.filtcnt for the Son to Kind, during a Reign of almofr forty Years, not- 
have a Beard, when the Father had none. withstanding all his Prefents and Profufions, he 

He caufed all the Tables of Silver to be taken never was capable of making a fingle Friend. He 
cut of the Temples ; and, as there was generally pafled his Life with none but trembling Slaves, 
inferib'd upon them, according to the Cultom of and fordid Flatterers ; and never tarred the Joy of 
the Greeks ; TO the good Gors; (he faid) he loving, or of being belov'd; nor the Charms of 
zvoulJ take tee Benefit of their GOODNESS. focial Truth, and reciprocal Confidence : i his he 

As tor lefs Prizes, fuch as Cups, and Crowns of own'd himfelf, upon an Occafion not unworthy of 
Gold, which the Statues held in their Hands, thofe Repetition. 

he carry'd olf without any Ceremony, faying, it 'JD anion and Pythias had both been educated in 
was not taking, but receiving, them and that it the Principles of the Pythagorean Philofophy> and 
was idle and ridiculous, to ask the Gods perpetu- were united to each other in the ftritteft Ties of 
ally for good Things, and refufe them, when they Friendfhip, which they had mutually fworn to 
held out their Hands themfelves to prefent them obferve with inviolable Fidelity. Their Faith was 
to you. Thcfe Spoils were carry'd, by his Order, put to a fevere Trial. One of them, being con- 
to the Market, and fold at the publicic Sale; and demn'd to die by the Tyrant, petirion'd for Per- 
then, hiving got the Money for them, he or- miflion to make a Journey ir.to his own Country, 
dcr'd Proclamation to be made, that whoever had to fettle his Affairs, promifing to return at a fixed 
in their Cuftody any Things, taken out of facred Time j the other generoufly offering to be his Se- 
Places, ihould reltore them entire within a limited curity : The Courtiers, and l 2Jion//us t in particu- 
Time, to the Temples from whence they were lar, expected with Impatience the Event of an 
brought ; adding, thus, to his Impiety to the Gods, Adventure fo delicate and extraordinary. The 
Injuftice to Man. Day appointed for his Return drawing nigh, and 

The amazing Precautions, "Diony/tus thought he not appearing, every- body began to blame the 
necLifary for the Security of his Life, flicw to rafli and imprudent Zeal of him, who had bound 
what inquietude and Apprehcnfion he was aban- himfelf in fuch a Manner : But he, far from ex- 
cuonVh he wore under his Robe a Cuirafs of Brafs: prefling any Fear or Concern, reply'd, withTran- 
He never harangued the People, but from the quility in his Looks, and Confidence in his Speech, 
Top of an high Tower ; and thought proper to that he wrfs afTured his Friend would return \ as he 
make himfelf invulnerable, by being inacccilible: did accordingly, upon the Day and Hour agreed. 
Not daring to confide in any of his Friends or TheTyrant, (truck with Admiration at a Fidelity 
Relations, his Guard was compofed of Slaves and fo extraordinary, and foften'd, with the View of 
fctrngers : He went abroad as little as poffiblc, fo amiable an Union, granted him his Life, and 
Fear obliging him to condemn himfelf to a Kind defircd to be admitted as a third Pcrfon into their 
of Imprifonmenc. Thcfe extraordinary Precautions Friendfhip. 

regard, without Doubt, certain Intervals of his He exprefled, with equal Sincerity, on another 
Reign, when frequent Confpiracies againft him Occafion, what he thought of his own Condition, 
rendered him more timid and fufpicious than One of his Courtiers, nam'd Damocles, was perpe- 
ufual; for, at othor Times, we have feen that he tually extolling in Raptures his Trcafurcs, Gran- 
con ver fed freely enough with the People, and was deur, the Number of his Troops, the Extent ot 
acceflible even to Familiarity. In thofe dark his Dominions, the Magnificence of his Palaces, 
Days of Diftruft and Fear, he fancy'd, that he and the universal Abundance of all good Thing* 
favv all Mankind in Arms againft him : An unad- and Enjoyments in his PofTeflion } always repeat- 
v i fed Word, which cfcap'd his Barber, who boaft- ing, that, never was Man happier than Diotiyfius. 
od, by Way of Jeft, that he held a Razor, at the " Becaufe you are of that Opinion (faid the Ty- 
Ty rant's Throat every Week, cofr him his Life. *« rant to him one Day) will you have a Tulle 

1 lorn thenceforth, not to trutt his Head and " yourfelf, and make Proof, in Pcrfon, of my 
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<• Felicity ? " The Offer was accepted with Joy. 
<Z)amoctes was placed upon a Bed of Gold, cover 'd 
with Carpets or ineftimablc Value ; the Side-Boards 
were loaded with Veflels of Gold and Silver ; the 
molt beautiful Slaves in the moft fplendid Habits 
ftood around, watching the leaft Signal to ferve 
him; the moft exquintc Eflences and Perfumes 
had not been fpared ; and the Table was fpread 
with proportionable Magnificence- 'Damocles was 
all Joy, and look'd upon himfelf as the happieft 
Man m the World ; when, unfortunately lifting 



up his Eyes, he beheld, oyer his Head, the Point 
of a Sword, which hung from the Roof, only by 
a fingle Horfe-hair : He was immediately foiled 
with a cold Sweat ; every Thing difappear'd in 
an Inftant; he could fee nothing but the Sword, 
nor think of any Thing but his Danger. In the 
Height of his Fear, he defired Permifiion to re- 
tire, and declared, he would be happy no longer. 
A very natural Image of the Life of a Tyrant : 
Ours reign'd, as has been obferv'd before, thirty- 
eight Years. 




CHAR VI. 

be Hi/lory .of Dionyfius the Younger, Tyrant of 
Dion pafaades him to invite Plato to bis Cou.-t j 
there by his Arrival j The Courtiers join together 
Philofophcr ; Dion banijWd ; Upon which Plato quit 



A 



He fuccecds 



iponcd 



vifc 



tragical Death; His Character. 



Safety; Dion returns to Syracufe, and delivers it fr 
of the Syracufans ; Dion\v unparalleled Goodvxf r ? a 



DIONTSIUS the Elder was fucceeded by 
one of his Sons of his own Name, commonly 
call'd c L>iony//us the lounger : After his Fa- 
ther's Funeral had been folemniz'd with the ut- 
moft Magnificence, ho afTembled the People, and 
defired they would have the fame good Inclinati- 
ons for him, as they had pro felled tor his Father. 
They were very different from each other in their 
Character : For, the latter was as peaceable, and 
calm in his Difpoficion, as the former was active 
and enterprising j which would have been no Dif- 
advantage to his People, had that Mildnefs and 
Moderation been the Effect of a wife and judici- 
ous Underftanding, and not of a natural Sloth, and 
Indolence of Temper. 

It was furpming, to fee Dionyjius the Younger 
take quiet Pofleifion of the Tyranny, after the 

Death of his Father, as of a Right or Inheritance ; 
notwithstanding the Pafllon of the Syracufans for 
their Liberty, which could not but revive upon 
fo favourable an Occafion, and the Wcakncfs of a 



young Prince, undiftinguiuVd by his Merit, and 




taflc the Advantages of his Government, had, in 
fome Mcafure, reconciled them to the Tyranny ; 
cfpecially, after his Exploits by Sea and Land had 
acquired him a great Reputation, and infinitely 
halted the Glory of the Syracufan Nation, which 
ho had found Means to render formidable to Car- 
thage itfclf, as well as to the molt powerful People 
<>f Greece and Italy: Befides which, it was to be 
lear\l t that, mould they attempt a Change in the 
Government, the fad Confeq nonces of a Civil War 
wight deprive them of all chofe Advantages : And 



at the fame Time, the gentle and human Difpo- 
fition of Young 'Dionyjws gave them Reafon to 
entertain the molt favourable Hopes of the fu- 
ture : He, therefore, peaceably afcended his Fa- 
ther's Throne. 

England has feen fomething of this Kind in the 
famous Cromwell* who dy'd in his Bed, as peace- 
ably as the beftof Princes ; and was interr'd with 
the fame Honours and Pomp, as the molt lawful 
Sovereign. Richard, his Son, fucceeded him j and 
was, for fome i imc, in equal Authority with his 
Father, though he had not any of his great Qua- 
lities. 

Dion, Brochcr-in-Law to c Dionyfi'us y the braveft, 
and, at the fame Time, the wifeft of the ■Syracu- 
fans, might have been of great Support to him, 
had he known how to make Life of his Counfels: 
In the flrfl: Aifembly held by 'Dionyfius* and all 
his Friends, Dion fpoke in fo wife a Manner, upon 
what was necclfary and expedient in the prefenc 
Juncture, as fhcw'd, that the Reft were like In- 
fants, in Comparifon with him ; and, in Regard 
to a juft Boldncfs, and Freedom of Speech, they 
were no more than defpicable Slaves of the Ty- 
ranny, folely employ 'd in the abject Endeavour to 
plealo the Prince : But, what furpnVd, and a ma 2. VI 
them moft, was, that Dion, at a Time, when the 
whole Court were (truck with Terror, at the Sight 
of the Storm, forming on the Side of Cart hag c y 
and jutt ready to break upon Sicily, lhould infillr. 
that, if Dionyftus defired Peace, he would embark 
immediately for ylj'rica\ and difpel thisTcmpcifc 
to his Satisfaction ; or, if he preferred War, that 
he would furnifli and maintain him fifty I .allies 
of three Ben dies each, complcatly eijuippVl for 
Service. 
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DiohyftuSt admiring, and extolling his generous 
Magnanimity to the Skies, pro fe fled che highelr. 
Gratitude to him for his Zeal and Affcclion j but, 
the Courtiers, who look'd upon Dion*s Magnifi- 
cence as a Reproach to themfelves, and his great 
Power as a lettering of their dwn, took immedi- 
ate Occafion from thence, to calumniate him j and 
fpared no Invectives, which might incenfe the 
young Prince againft him. They infinuated, that, 
in making himlelf Itrong at Sea, he would open 
his Way to the Tyranny j and chat he defign'd to 
tranfporc the Sovereignty on board his Veffcls to 
his Nephews, the Sons of Jrijlomachc- 

But, what put them mod out of Humour with 
Dhn % was his Manner of Life ; whieh was a con- 
tinual Reproach to theirs : For, thefe Courtiers, 
who had infinuated themfelves into the Favour or. 
the young Tyrant, and gained an Afcendant over 
him, who had been wretchedly educated, thought 
of nothing, but fupplying him perpetually with 
new Amufcments ? keeping him always employed 
in feafting, abandoned to Women, and all Manner 
of lhameful Pleafiires. In the Beginning of his 
Reign he made a Debauch, which continued for 
three Months; during all which Time, his Pa- 
lace, fhut again ft all Perfons of Senfe and Rea- 
fon, was crouded with Drunkards ; and refounded 
with nothing but low BufFoonry 5 obfeene jefts * 
lewd Songs,Dances, Mafquerades ; and every Kind 
of grofs and diflblute Extravagance. It is, there- 
fore, natural to believe, that nothing could be 
more ofFcnfive, and difgufting to them, than the 
Prefence of Dion, who gave into none of thefe 
Pleafures: For which Reafon, painting his Vir- 
tues in fuch of the Colours of Vice as were moft 
likely to "difguifc them, they found Means to ca- 
lumniate him with the Prince j and to make his 
Gravity pafs for Arrogance, and his Freedom of 
Speech for Infolence and Sedition, If he gave 
any good CounfcJ, they treated him as a four Pe- 
dagogue, who took upon him to obtrude his 
Leclures, and fchool his Prince* without being 
ask'd ; and, if he refufed to {hare in the Debauch 
with the Rett, they call'd him a Man-Hater, a 
fplenetick, melancholy. Wretch* who* from the 
fantaftick Height of Virtue, look'd down with 
Contempt on the Reft of the World, of whom he 
ice himlelf up for the Cenfor. 

And indeed, it muft be cenfefled, that he had, 
naturally, fomuhing auftcre and rigid in his 
Manners and Behaviour j which feem'd to argue 
a Haughtinefs of Nature, very capable not only 
of difgufting a young Prince, nourifh'd, from his 
Infancy, amidft Flatteries and Sub-millions, but 
the beft of his Friends, and thofe who were molt 
nearly attached to him. Full of Admiration for 
his Integrity, Fortitude, and Noblenefs of Senti- 
ments, they rcprcfentcd to him, that, for a States- 
man, who ought to know how to adapt himfelf 
to the different Tempers of Men, and to apply 
them to his Pnrpofes, his Humour was much too 
rough and forbidding. PiatOy afterwards, took 
Pains to cor reel: that Defecl in him; by makin, 
him intimate with a Philofopher of a gay, an 
poliie Turn of Mind ; whole Conversation was 
very proper to infpirc him with a more eafy and 
insinuating Conduct : He obferves alfo upon that 
Failing, 111 a Letter tn him, wherein he 1 peaks to 
K 11 eel ; *' Conficler, 1 beg you, that you are 
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fined, for being deficient in Point or Gootf- 



*' Nature and Affability ; and be entirely affured* 
that the moil certain Means to the Succcfs of 
of Affairs, is to he agreeable to the Perfons 
with whom we have to tranfacl. An haughty 
Carriage keeps People at a Diftance, and re- 
" daces a Man to pafs his Life in Solitude." itfot- 
withftandiog this Defecl, he continued Co be highly 
efteem'd at Court; where his fuperior Abilities! 
and tranfeendent Meriti made him abfolutely ne~ 
cclfary ; efpecially at a Time* when the State 
was threatned with great Danger, and Extre- 
mity. 

As he believ'd, that all the Vices of Toting Hi- 
oiyjSus were the Effecl of his bad Education, and 
entire Ignorance of his Duty, he conceiv'd juftiy; 
that the belt. Remedy Would be to aflbciate him* 
if poffiblc, with Perfons of Wit and Senfe ^ whofe 
folid, but agreeable Con verfation, might, at once, 
inftrudl, and divert him : For, the Prince did nor, 
naturally, want Parts and Genius. 

The Sequel will fhew, that Dionyfitts the Twhgcr 
had a natural Prbpenflryi to wKat was good and 
virtuous 5 and a Tails and Capacity for Arts and 
Sciences : He knew how-to fet a value upon the 
Merit and Talents, by which Men are diftinguiuYd : 
He delighted in converting with Perfons of Ability 5 
and, from his Correfpondence with ch..m", made 
himfelf capable of the liigheft Improvements : he 
went fo far, as to familiarize the Throne with the 
Sciences, which, of themfelves, have little, qr no 
Accefs to it ; and, by rendering them* in a Mari- 
ner, his Favourites, he gave them Courage to make 
their Appearance in Courts : Hi's Protection was 
the Patent of Nobility, by which he raifed them 
to Honour and Diftinclion : Nor was he infenfible 
of the Pleafurc of true Friendflup. In private, 
he was a good Parent, Relation, and Mailer $ and 
acquired the Affection of all who approach'd him: 
He was not* naturally, inclined to Violence or 
Cruelty $ and it may be laid, that he was rather 
a Tyrant by Suceffion and Inheritance, than by 
Temper and Inclination. 

All which demon Urates, that he might have 
made a very tolerable Prince (if not a very good 
one) had an early* and proper Care been taken* 
to cultivate the happy Difpofition a which he 
brought into the World with him : But fiis Fa- 
ther, to whom all Merit, even in his own Chil- 
dren, gave Umbrage, induftrioufly fuppreflcd iil 
him all Tendency to Goodnefs, and every noble 
and elevated Senriment by a bale and obi cure E- 
ducation ; from the View of preventing his at- 
tempting dny Thing againfi: himfelf. ft was he- 
ceffary, therefore, to find a Perfon of the Cha 1 - 
racler before mention'd j or rather, to infpirc 
himfelf with the Dcfire of having fuch an tine 

found. 

This was what Dion labour'd with wonderful 
Addrcfs; he often talkSd to him of Plato, as the 
molt profound and illullrious of Fhilofophei's j 
whofe Merit' he had experienced, and to whom 
he was obliged for all he knew : He enlarged 
upon the Elevation of his Genito, the Extent of 
his Knowledge, the Arniablencfs of his Character, 
and the Charms of his Con verfation ;. He fcprf- 
fented him, particularly, as the moft capable in 
the World, of forming him in the Art of govern- 
ing, upon which his own, and the HappTnefs oi 
the People depended : He told hirri, that his Sub- 

jefcls, govcrn'd, for the future, with Lenity arid 
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Indulgence, as a good Father governs his Family, 
voluntarily render that Obedience to his Modera- 
tion and juftice, which Force and Violence ex- 
torted from them againft their Will j and that, 
fcy fuch a Conduct, he would , from a Tyrant, 
become a juit King \ to whom all Submiflion 
Would be paid, out of Affection and Grati- 
tude. 

Jc is incredible how much thefe Difcourfes, in- 
troduced in Converfation, from Time to Time, 
as if by Accident, without AiFectation, or the 
appearance of any premeditated Defign, enrlam'd 
th* young Prince, with the Defire of knowing, 
and converting with Plato. He wrote to him, in 
the molt importunate, and obliging Manner, for 
that Purpofe \ he difpatch'd Couriers after Couri- 
ers to haften his Voyage ; whilft Plato, who ap- 
prehended the Confequences, and had fmall Hopes 

of any good Effect of it, had Recourfe to Evafi- 
ons ; and, without abfolutely refufing, fufficiently 
intimated, that he could not refolve upon it, with- 
out the greateft Reluctance. The Obftacles and 
Difficulties., the young Prince's Requeft met with, 
were fo far from difgufting him, that they only 
ferv'd, as it commonly happens, to enflame his 
Defire. ^ The Pythagorean Philofophers of Gracia 
Major in Italy 3 join'd their Intreaties with his and 
Dion's i who, on his Part, redoubled his Inftan- 
ces, and ufed the ftrongeft Arguments, to con- 
quer Plato's Repugnance. «* This is not (faid he) 
" the Concern of a private Perfon, but of a pow- 
(t erful Prince ; whofe Change of Manners will 
<* have the fame Effect throughout his whole 
,c Dominions; with the Extent of which you are 
" not unacquainted. Ic is himfclf, who makes 
(t all thefe Advances j who importunes and folli- 
" cits you to come to his Affiftancej and employs 
u the intereft of all your Friends for that Purpole. 
* c What more favourable Juncture could we ex- 
u pect, from the divine Providence, than that 
<f which now offers itfelf ? Are you not afraid 
** that your Delays will give the Fatterers, who 
" furround the young Prince, the Opportunity of 
,f drawing him over to themfelves, and of fedu- 
<c cing him to change his Refolution ? What 
" Reproaches would you make yourfelf, and 
u what Difhonour would it be to Philofophy, 
u fhouJd it ever be find, that Plato, whofe Coun- 
u fels to Dionyjius, might have eftablifh'd a wife, 
" and equitable Govermcnt in Sicily, abandon'd 
u it to all the Evils of Tyranny, rather than un- 
° dergo the Fatigues of a Voyage; or from I 
u know not what other imaginary Difficulties." 

Plata could not refill Solicitations of fo much 
Force ; vanquifti'd, by the Confidcration of his 
own Character, and to obviate the Reproach of 
bis being a Philosopher in Words only, without 
having ever (hewn himfelf fuch in his Actions ; 
confeious befides, of the great Advantages, which 
$ icily might acquire from his Voyoge, he fuffer'd 
himfelf to be perfuaded. 

t The Flatterers at the Court of Dionyfius, ter* 
nfy'd at the Refolution he had taken, contrary 
to their Remonftrances, and fearing the Prcfcnce 

Plato, of which they forefaw the Confequences, 
united together againft him, as their common 
Enemy : They rightly judg'd, that if, according 
t( > the new Maxims, of Government, all Things 
Were to be men fur cd by the Standard of true Me- 
J1 t. and no Favour to be expected from the Prince, 
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but for the Services done the State, they had no- 
thing farther to expect, and might wait their 
whole Lives at Court to no Manner of Purpofe : 
They raifed, therefore, a ftrong Battery, to ren- 
der Plato's Voyage ineffectual, though they were 
not able to prevent it : They prevail'd upon Dio- 
nyfius to recal Philijlus from Banifliment; who 
was not only an able Soldier, but a great Hifto- 
rian ; very eloquent and learned; and a zealous 
Aflertor of the Tyranny : They hoped to find a 
Counterpoife in him, againft Plato, and all his 
Philofophy. Upon his being banifh'd by Diony- 
jius the Elder, on fome perlonal Difconcenc, he 
retired into the City of Jfdria, where, it was be- 
lie v*d, he compofed the greateft Part of h is Wri- 
tings : He wrote the Hiftory of Egypt in twelve 
Books j that of Sicily in eleven * and of Diony- 
jius the Tyrant in lix ; all which Works are en- 
tirely lofr. Cicero praifes him greatly, and calls 
him Tbucydides the Lefs ; pene fujillus Thucydi- 
des ; thereby intimating, that he copy'd that Au- 
thor very well. The Courtiers, at the fame Time, 
made Complaints againft Dion to Dionyjius j ac- 
cufing him of having held Conferences with The- 
odotus and Heraclides, the fecret Enemies of that 
Prince, upon the Means of fubverting the Ty- 
ranny. 

This was the State of Affairs, ^ when Plato ar- 
riv'd in Sicily; where he was receiv'd with infinite 
Carefies, and the higheft Marks of Honour and 
Refpect : Upon his landing, he found one of the 
Prince's Chariots, equally magnificent in its Horfes 
and Ornaments, attending upon him. The Ty- 
rant offer'd a Sacrifice, as if fome fingular Inftance 
of good Fortune had befallen him ; for, a wife 
Man, who is capable of giving a Prince good 
Counfel, is a Treafure of ineftimable Value to a 
whole Nation : But the Worth of fuch a Perfon 
is rarely known j and more rarely apply'd to the 
Ufes which might be made of it. 

Plato found foung Dionyjius in the moil happy 
Difpofition imaginable j he applying himfelf en- 
tirely to his Leffons and Counfels : But, as the 
Philofopher had improv'd infinitely from the Pre- 
cepts and Example of Socrates 9 his M after, the 
mod exquifitc of all the Pagan World, in forming 
the Mind for a right Tafte of Truth, he took 
Care to adapt himfclf with wonderful Addrefs to' 
the young Tyrant's Humour ; avoiding all direct 
Attacks upon his Paflions; taking Pains to acquire 
his Confidence, by kind and insinuating Behaviour; 
and particularly, endeavouring to render Virtue 
amiable, and, at the fame Time, triumphant over 
Vice ; which keeps Mankind in its Chains, by the 
fole Force of fordid Allurements ; grofs Pleasures ; 
and low Voluptoufncfr. 

The Change was fudden and furprizing : The 
young Prince, who had abandon'd himfelf, till then, 
to Idlcncfs, Pleafure, and Luxury, and was igno- 
rant of all the Duties of his Character, the inevi- 
table Confequence of a diflblute Life, awaking, as 
from a lethargick Sleep, began to open his Eyes, 
to have fome Idea of the Beauty of Virtue, and 
to relifli the refined Pleafure or a Conversation 
equally folid and agreeable : He was now as paf- 
fionatcly fond of Learning, and being inftructed, 
as he had once been averfe and repugnant. The 
Court, which always apes the Prince, and falls in 
with his Inclinations in every Thing, cnter'd into 
the fame Way of thinking. The Apartments of 
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elite Palace, like fo many Schools of Geometry, 
were full of the Dull, made Ufe of by the Pro- 
feflbrs of that Science, in tracing their Figures ; 
and, in a very Ihort Time, the Study of ft'hiio- 
lophy, and every Kind of Literature, became the 
reigning and univerlal Talte. 

The great Benefit ofthefe Studies, to a Prince, 
does not only conliit in ltoring his Mind with an 
infinite Number of the molt curious, ufeful, and 
often necelftry Notions of Things ; but has the 
farther Advantage of abstracting him from Idle- 
Indolence, and the irivolous Amufements of 
a Court y in habituating him to a Life of Appli- 
cation and Reflet) ion ; in infpiring him with a 
Paffion to inform hirnfelf in the Duties of the 
Sovereignty, and to know the Characters of 
fuch as have cxcell'd in the Art of reigning: In 
a Word, to make hirnfelf capable of governing 
the State in his own Perfon, and feeing every 
Thing with his own F^ves; that is, to be indeed 
a King ; but this the Courtiers and Flatterers are 
almoft always unanimous in oppofing. 

They were confiderably alarmed by a Word 
that e leaped Diony/iu> ; and Ihew'd how much he 
was affected, with the Difcourfes which had been 
inculcated into him, upon the Happincfs of a 
King, regarded wich tender Affection by his Peo- 
ple, as their common Father, and the wretched 
Condition of a Tyrant, whom they abhor and 
deteih Some Days alter P/.j/Vs Arrival, was the 
Anniverfary, on which a folemn Sacrifice was of- 
fer'd in the Palace, for the Prince's Profperity : 
The Herald having pronoune'd this Prayer, ac- 
cording to Cuftom j That it would pleafe the Gods 
to maintain the Tyranny, and prefer ve the Tyrant : 
Dionyftus, who was not far from him, and to 
whom thofe Terms began to grow odious, call'd 
out to him aloud, Will you not give over curfing 
me ? *P hi lift us, and his Party, were infinitely a- 
larm'd at that Exprcilion ; andjudg'd from thence, 
that Time and Habit mult give 'Plato an invin- 
cible Afcendant over Diony fius, if the Correfpon- 
dence of a few Days could fo entirely alter his 
Difpofition : They fet thcmfclves, therefore, at 
Work upon new, and more effectual Stratagems 
agatnft him. 

They began, by turning the retired Life, which 
Dionyjiui led with Plato, and the Studies in which 
he emplo)'d hirnfelf, into Ridicule; as if they 
were defign'd to make a Philofopher of him : But 
that was not all ; they labour'd, in Concert, to 
render the Zeal of Dion and Plato fufpected, and 
even odious to him : They reprefented them as 
impertinent Cenfors and imperious Pedagogues, 
who affumcd an Authority over them, which nei- 
ther cor.lilted with his Age, nor his Rank, ft is 
no Wonder, that a young Prince, like Dionyftus, 
who (with the mo(r excellent natural Parts, and 
amidfl the belt Kxamplc6) would have found it 
difficult to have lupj;orted hirnfelf, fhould, at 
length, give- Way to fuch refined Inlinuations, in 
a Court, which had long been infected; where 
there was no Emulation, but to excel in Vice; 
and where he was continually befieged by a Crowd 
of Flatterers ; who were continually praifing and 
admiring him in every Thing. 

But the principal Application of the Courtiers, 
was to decry the Character, and Conduct of Dion 
hirnfelf; not fepanitely, nor in the Method of 
Whifper, but all together, and in publick: They 



faid openly, and to any One, who would £ivc 
them the Hearing, that it was very vifible, Dion 
made Ufe of Plato's Eloquence, to in/inuate into, 
and enchant Dio?iy/sus 9 with Defign, to draw him 
into a voluntary Refignation of the Throne ; that 
he might take Pofleifion of it for his Nephews* 
the Children of Arijlomachc ; and eftablifh them in 
the Sovereignty. They added, that* it was very 
extraordinary, and afflicting, that the Athenians, 
who had, in former Times, invaded Sicily with 
numerous Forces, both by Sea and Land, which 
had all perifh'd there, without being able to take 
Syracufe, fhould now, with a fingle Sophifi, obtain 
their Point, and fubvert the Tyranny of Dionyfius^ 
by perfuading him to difmifs the Ten Thoufand* 
Strangers of his Guard 5 to lay afide his Fleet of 
four hundred Gallies, which he always kept in 
Readincfs for Service ; ahd to disband his Ten 
Thoufand Horfe, and thegreatcft Part of his Foot; 
for the Sake of going to find, in the .Academy 
(the Place where Plato taught) a pretended Su- 
preme Good, not explicable ; and to make hirn- 
felf happy, in Imagination, by the Study of Ge- 
ometry ; whilft he abandon'd to Dion, and his 
Nephews, a real and fubftantial Felicity; con- 
futing in Empire, Riches, Luxury, and Plea- 
fur e. 

With fuch Difcourfes, the Courtiers, intent up- 
on making the beft Ufe of every favourable Mo- 
ment, perpetually befieged the young Prince ; and 
covering their fecret Motives, under the Appear- 
ance of Zeal for his Service, were ever advifing 
him, to take proper Meafures, for the Security of 
his Life, and Throne. Such repeated Suggesti- 
ons foon raifed, in the Mind of Dio?iyfius, the 
moft violent Sufpicions of Dion; which prefently 
grew into a furious Refentment, and broke out 
in an open Rupture. Letters were privately 
brought to Dionyfeus, written by Dion to the 
Carthaginian EmbafTadors, wherein he told them, 
** That, when they fhould treat of Peace with 
" Dionyfius, he would advife them, not to open 
cc the Conferences bur in his Pre fence ; becaufe 
** he would ajlift them, in making the Treaty 
" mor firm and kiting. " Dionyfius read thele 
Letters to 'Philijius ; and having concerted, with 
him, what Meafurcs to take, amufed Dion with 
the Appearance of a Reconciliation; and led him 
alone to the Sea-fide, below the Citadel ; where 
he fhcw'd him his Letters, and accufed him, ot 



having entered into a League againft him, with 
the Carthaginians. Dion would have juftify'd 
hirnfelf, but he refufed to hear him ; and made 
him immediately go on Board a Bri ra antine ; 
which had Orders to carry him to the Coaft of 
Italy, and leave him there ; from whence, Dion, 
foon after, fet Sail for Pe/oponmfus. 

So hard and unjuft a Treatment could not fail 
of making Abundance of Noi fc; and the whole 
City declared againft it; cfpecially, as it was 
reported, though without Foundation, that Plito 
had been put to Death. Dionyfius^ who appre- 
hended the Confequenccs, took rains to apneafe 
the publick Difcontent, and obviate Complaints r 
To this End, he gave Dion's Relations two Vet- 
f els, to tranfport to him, in P eloponnefus y his Riches* 
and numerous Family ; for, he had the Equipage 
of a King. 

Affoon as Dion was gone, Dionyfius made Plrt° 

change his Lodging, and brought him into the 
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Citadel : in Appearance to do him Honour, but, 
in Reality* to allure himfelf of his Perfon, and 
prevent him irom going to Dion, He might alfo 
have in View, from the bringing Plato nearer to 
him, the Opportunity* of hearing him more fre- 
quently, and more commodioufly : For, charm'd 
with the Delights of his Converfation, and ftudi- 
ous of pleafing him in every Thing, and to merit 
his Affection, he had conceived an Efteem, or ra- 
ther Pad! on for him, which rofe even to Jealoufy; 
but a Jealoufy of that Violence, that could fuffer 
neither Companion nor Rival. He was for en- 
groffing him entirely to himfelf; for reigning 
iolely in his Thoughts and Affections ; and for 
beim* the only Object of his Love and Efteem. 
He ieenvd content to give him all his Treafures 
and Authority, provided he would but love him 
better than Dion, and not prefer the latter's Friend- 
ihip to his. Plutarch has Reafon to call this Paf- 
fion, a tyrannic k sff t~fio?i : Plato had Abundance 
to fuffer from it ; for it had all the Symptoms of 
the moft ardent Love. Sometimes it was all Friend- 
ship, Carelfes, and fond Refpect; with an un- 
bounded Effufiori of Heart, and an endlefs Swell 
of tender Sentiments: Sometimes it was all Re- 
proaches, Menaces, fierce Paflion, and wild Emo- 
tion ; and foon after it funk into Repentance, Ex- 
cufes, Tears, and hurrible Entreaties of Pardon 
and Forgivenefs. 

About this Time a War broke but very conve- 
niently for Plato, which obliged Dionyjius to re- 
ftore him his Liberty, and fend him home : At 
his Departure, he \vould have loaded him with 
Prefents > which Plato refufed; contenting him- 
felf with his Promife, to recal Hion the follow- 
ing Spring ; but he did riot keep his Word ; only 
fending him his Revenues, arid defiring Plato, in 
his Letters, to excufe his Breach of Promife, at 
the Time perfix'd, and to impute it only to the 
War. He allured him, neverthclefs, affoon as a 
Peace fhould be concluded, that Dion fhouid re- 
turn; upon Condition however, that he fhould 
continue quiet, and not intermeddle in Affairs ; 
and that he fhould not endeavour to leflen him in 
the Opinion of the Greeks. 

In his Return td Greece, Plato went to fee the 
Games at Olympic \ where he happen'd to lodge 
amongft Strangers of Diftinction : He cat, and 
parted whole Days with them ; behaving himfelf 
in a plain and fimplc Manner, without ever men- 
tioning Socrates, or the Academy ; or making 
himfelf known in any Thing, except that his Name 
was Plato. The Strangers were overjoy \1 with 
having met fo kind and amiable a Companion ; 
but as he never talk'd of any Thing out of com- 
mon Converfation, they had not the lcaft Notion, 
that he was the Philofophcr, whofe Reputation 
was fo univeral. When the Games were over, 
they went with him to Athens, where he provided 
them ivifh Lodgings: They were fcarcc arrived 
there, when they defir'd him to carry them to fee 
the famous Philofopher of his Name, who had 
been Difciple to Socrates \ at which, /' la to ,• fmil- 
ing, told tnem, that he was the Man ; upon which, 
the Strangers, fur prized at their having poffcfs'd 
fo incftimable a Treafurc without knowing it, were 
much difpleafed; and fecrctly reproached them- 
themfelvcs, for not having difeerned the great 
Merit of the Man, through the Veil of Simplicity 
and Modefty he had thrown over ir, whilft they 
admired him the more, upon chat Account. 
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The Time *Dion .paffed at Athens was not loft. 
He employ'dit chiefly in the Study of Philofophy : 
for which he had a great Taftc, and which was 
become his darling Palfion : He had the Art ? how- 
ever, which is not very eafy, to confine it 'within 
its jufb Bounds > and never gave himfelf up to it at 
the Expence of any Duty. It was at the fame 
Time, Plato made him contract a particular Friend- 
fhip, with his Nephew Speujippus, who, uniting; 
the eafy and infinuating Manners of a Courtier, 
with the Gravity of a Philofopher, knew how Co 
intermingle Mirth and innocent Pleasure with the 
moft ferious Affairs ; and by that Character, very 
rarely found amongft Men. of Learning, was the 
fittelt Pe.fon, that could be, to fof ten what was 
too rough and auftere in the Humour of Dion. 
. Whilft Dion was at Athens, it fell to Plato** 
Turn to give the publick Games 5 and to have 
Tragedies perform'd at the Feaft of Bacchus ; 
which was ufually attended with great Magnifi- 
cence and Expence, from an extraordinary Emu- 
lation, which had grown into fafhion. Dion de- 
fray 'd the whole Charge: And Plato, who was 
ftudious of all Occasions, of introducing him to the 
Publick, was well pleafed to refign that Honour 
to him, as his Magnificence might make him ftill 
better beloved, and efteem'd by the Athenians. 

Dion vifited all the other Cities of Greecc t ; 
where he was prefent and all their Feafts and Al- 
femblies ; and converfed with the moft excellent 
Wits, and the moft profound Statefmen : He was 
not diftinguiuYd in Company, by the Loftinefs and 
Pride, too common in Perlons. of his Rank ; but, 
on the contrary, by an unaffected, firriple, and 
mbdeftAir; and especially, by the Elevation of 
his Genius ; the Extent of his Knowledge, and 
the Wifdom of his Reflections. All Cities paid 
him the higheft Honours ; and the Lacedamonians 
declared him a Citizen of Sparta, without Regard 
to the Refentmentof Dionyjius though he actual- 
ly aflifted them, at thac Time, with a powerful 
Supply, in their War againft the Thebans. So 
many Marks of Efteem and Diftinction alarm'd 
the Tyrant's Jealoufy : He put a Stop to the Re- 
mittance of Dions Revenues, and order'd them to 
be received by his own Officers. 

After Dionyjius ^ had put an End to the War he 
was engaged in, in Sictly, of which Hiftory does 
not relate any Circumfrance, he was afraid thac 
his Treatment of Plato would prejudice the Phi- 
lofophers againft him ; and make him pafs for 
their Enemy. For this Reafon he invited the 
moft learned Men of Italy to his Court ; where he 
held frequent AfTemblics, in which, out ofafoolifh 
Ambition, he endeavour'd to excel them all in 
Eloquence and profound Knowledge; venting, 
without Application, fuch of Plato's Difcourfcs as 
he rerain'd : fiut as he had thofe Difcourfes only 
by Rote, and his Heart hacj never been right- 
ly affected with them, the Source of his Elo- 
quence was foon exhaufted. He then perceived 
what he had loft, by not having made a better 
Ufe, of that Treafurc pf Wifdom once in his own 
Poffcflion, and under his Roof; and by not hav- 
ing heard, in all their Extent, the admirable 
Lectures of the greateft Philofopher in the World, 

As in Tyrants every Thing is violent and irre- 
gular, Dionyfius was fuddenly fei2cd with an ex- 
ceflivc Deli re of feeing Pluto again, and ufed all 
Means for that Purpole. He prevailed upon Ar- 
chit as, and the other Pythagotcan Phi lofophers to 

write 



3S4. 



The HI ST 0 RT of the 



Write to him, that he might return with all Man- 
ner of Security 5 and to be bound for the Perform- 
ance of all the Promifes, which had been made 
to him. Accordingly, they deputed Arckiicmus 
to Plato, and Dionyjius fenc, at the fame Time, 
two Galleys of three Benches of Rowers, with 
feveral of his Friends on Board, to intreat his 
Compliance. He alfo wrote Letters to him with 
his own Hand, in which he frankly declared, that 
if he would not be perfuaded to come to Sicily, 
Dion was to expect nothing from him ; but if he 
came, that he might entirely difpofe of every 
Thing in his Power. 

Dion alfo received feveral Letters, at the fame 
Time, from his Wife and Sifter, who prefs'd him 
to prevail upon Plato to make the Voyage 5 and 
to facisfy the Impatience of Dionyjius ■> that he 
might have no new Pretences againft him on that 
Account. Whatever Repugnance, therefore* Plato 
had to it, he could not refift che warm Sollicita- 
tions made to him, and determin'd to go to Sicily, 
for the third Time, at feventy Years orAge. 

His Arrival gave the whole People new Hopes, 
who flatter'd themfelves, that his Wifdom would 
at length overthrow the Tvranny 3 and the Joy of 
Dionyjius was inexpreflible. He appointed the 
Apartments in the Garden for his Lodging, the 
moft honourable in the Palace} and had fo much 
Confidence in him, that he fuffer'd his Accefs to 
him at all Hours, without his being fearch'd - 7 a 
Favour not granted to any of his beft Friends. 

After the firft Carefles were over, Plato was en- 
tering upon Dion's Affair; wbich^ he had much 
at Heart, and which was the principal Motive of 
his Voyage : But Dio?iyftus put it off at firft with 
Evafions j to which iueceeded Complaints and 
Murmurings, though not outwardly expreffed for 
fome Time. The Tyrant took great Care, to 
conceal his Sentiments upon that Heead, endea- 
vouring, by all Manner of Honours, and by all 
poflible Regard and Complaifance, to abate his 
Friendfhip for Dion : On the other Hand, Plato 
diflembled on his Side, and though extremely 
fliock'd at fo notorious a Breach of Faith, kept 
his Thoughts to himfclf. 

Whilft they were upon thefe Terms, and be- 
lieved that No body penetra'cd their Secret ; He* 
{icon of Cyzitum, one of Plato's particular Friends, 
foretold, that on a certain Day there would bean 
Eclipfe of the Sun j which happening according 
to his Prediction, exactly ac the Hqur, Dionyjius 
was fo much furprized andaftonifli'd at it, (a Proof 
that he was no great Philosopher) that he made 
him a Prefent of a Talent, jtirijlippus jcfling upon 
that Occafion, faid> that he had alfo Something 
very incredible and extraordinary to foretel. Up- 
on being prefs'd to explain himfclf, Jprophejy, faid 
he, that it ivill not be long, before Dionvfius and 
Plato, who feem now to agree together we//, will be 
Enemies. 

Accordingly Dionyfus fooin vcrify'd this Pre- 
diction ; for being weary of the Conftraint he laid 
upon himfclf, he order'd all Dion's Lands and 
L fleets to be fold, and apply 'd the Money to his 
own Ufc. At the fame lime he made Plato quit 
the Apartments in the Garden, and gave him 
another Lodging, without the Cattle, in the 
midlV of hi*. Guard ; who had long hated him, and 
would have been ghid of an Opportunity to kill 
him i becuufc he had advifed Dionyfius to renounce 



the Tyranny, to break them, and to live without 
any other Guard, but the Love of his People : In 
Effect, Plato was fenfible, that he owed his Life 
to fome fmall Remains of the Tyrant's Favour, 
in retraining the Fury of his Guard. 

Arcbitas, the celebrated Pythagorean Philofo* 
pher, who was the principal Perfon, and fupreme 
Magi ft rate of Tar en turn, had no fooner heard of 
Plato* $ great Danger, than he fent Embafladors, 
with a Galley of thirty Oars, to demand him from 
Diony/tus; and to remind him, that he came to 
Syracufe, only upon his Promife, and that of all 
the Pythagorean Philofophers, who had engaged 
for his Safety ; that therefore he could not retain 
him againft his Will, nor fuller any Infulc to be 
done to his Perfon, without a manifeft Breach of 
Faith, and forfeiting the good Opinion of all 
honeft Men : Thefe juft Remonftrances at laft, a- 
waken'd a Senfe of Shame in the Tyrant, and he 
permitted Plato to return to Greece* 

Philofophy and Wifdom abandoned the Palace, 
at the fame Time : To thefe Converfations, as a* 
greeable as ufeful, to that Tafte and PalHon for the 
Arts and Sciences, to the grave and judicious Re* 
flections, of a profoundly wife Politician, fucceed- 
ed idle Tattle, frivolous Amufements, and a ftujpid 
Indolence ; entirely averfe to every Thing reafon- 
able: Gluttony, Drunkennefs, and Debauchery, 
refumed their Empire at the Court, and transformed 
it from the School of Virtue, which It had been 
under Plato, into the real Stable of Circe* 

When Plato had quitted Sicily, Dionyjius threw 
off all Refcrve, and married his Sifter Arete, 
Dion's Wife, to Timocrates, one of his Friends. 
So unworthy a Treatment was, in a Manner, the 
Signal of the War. From that Moment, Dion 
relolved to attack the Tyrant with open Force 5 
and to revenge himfelf for all the Wrongs he had 
done him : Plato did all in his Power to make him 
change this Refolution » but finding his Endea- 
vours ineffectual, he foretold the Misfortunes he 
was about to occafion ; and declared, that he muft 
expect neither Afliftance nor Relief from him ; that 
as he had been the^ Gueft and Companion of Dio* 
nyfiusy had lodged in his Palace, and join'd in the 
fame Sacrifices with him, he would never forget 
the Duties of Hofpitality \ and, at the fame Time, 
not to be wanting in his Friendfhip to Dion, that 
he would continue neuter ; always ready to dif- 
charge the Offices of a Mediator between them* 
though he ihould oppofe their Defigns, when they 
tended to the Deftrudtion of each other. 

ft is uncertain, whether thefe Sentiments of Plato 
were owing to Prudence, or Gratitude, or the Con- 
viction that Dion could not juftiliably undertake 
to dethrone Dionyfius : However that be, Speufip* 
pus, and all the reft of 7}hn'a Friends, perpetually 
exhorted him to go and give Freedom to Sicily f 
which open'd its Arms to him, and was ready to 
receive him with the utmoft Joy: This was indeed 
the Di fpofition of Syracufe, which Speujjfpus, dur- 
ing his Rctidence there with Plato, had fufficiently 
experienced; this was their univerfal Cry j whim 
they importuned and conjured Dion to come thi- 
ther, defiring him not to be in Pain for the Want 
of Ships or Troops, but only to embark in the 
firft Merchant Veflel he met with, and lend his 
Perfon and Name to the Syracujans againft Diony* 
Jius. 

Dion therefore did not hefitate any longer, upon 
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taking that Refolution, which, in one Rcfpedl, 
coii him not a little : For from the Time that 
Dionyjiu* had obliged him to quit Syractife, and 
Sicily, he had led the moft agreeable Life, that it 
is poffible to imagine, for a Pcrfon, who had a 
Tafte like him, for the Delights of Study. He 
enjoy 'd in Peace the Converfacion of the Philofo- 
phers 5 and was prefenc at their Difputations ; fhin- 
jng in a Manner entirely peculiar to himfelf, by 
the Greatnefs of his Genius, and the Solidity of 
his judgment ; going to all the Cities of the learned 
Greece, to fee and co:iverfe with the moft eminent 
for Knowledge and Capacity 5 and to correfpond 
with the ableJt Politicians ; leaving evcry-where, 
the Marks of his Liberality and Magnificence, 
equally beloved and refpe&ed by all chat knew 
him$ and receiving wherever he came, the higheft 
Honours, which were rendcr'd more to his Merit 
than his Birth. It was from fo happy a Life., that 
he tore himfelf, to go ro the Relief, of his Country, 
which implored his Protection, and to deliver it 
from the Yoke of a Tyranny, under which it had 
long groan'd. 

Never, perhaps, was Entcrprize fornfd with fo 
tnnch Boldnefs, or conducted with fo much Pru- 
dence. Dion began to raifc foreign Troops pri- 
vately, by proper Agents, for the better Conceal- 
ment of his Defign : A great Number of confidcr- 
able Perfons, and who were at the Head of Affairs,^ 
pin'd with him. But what is very furprizing, of 
all thofc the Tyrant had baniuVd, and who were 
not lefs than a Thoufand, only twenty-five ac- 
company'd him in this Expedition ; fo much had 
Fear got the Polfeflion of them. The Ifle of Za- 
cynthus (now Zant) was the Place of Rendezvous, 
where the Troops ailembled, to the Number of 
fcarce eight hundred ; but all of them tried on 
great Occafions, excellently difciplin'd and robuft, 
of an Audacity and Experience, rarely to be found 
amongftthc moft brave and the molt warlike ; and 
in fhort, highly capable of animating the Troops 
which Dion was in Hop \s of finding in Sicily ; 
and of fctting them the Example of fighting with 
all the Valour fo nobic an Enterprizc required. 

But when they were about to fee forwards, and 
it was known that this Armament vyas intended a- 
gainft Sicilyy and DlonyJius> (for till then it had 
not been declared) they were all in a Conltcrna- 
rion ; and repented their having engaged in an En- 
tcrprize which they could not but look upon as 
the KftVcTs of an extreme Raflinefs and Folly, 
which in the la ft Defpair was for putting every 
Thing to the Hazard : Dion therefore had Occa- 
sion, at this Time, for ali his Refolution and Elo- 
quence, to re-animate the Troops, and remove 
Mieir Fears. But after he had fpoke to them, and 
with an a (lured, though modeft Tone, had made 
them under ftand, that he did not lead them in this 
Expedition as Soldiers, but as Officers ; to put them 
•'t the Head of the Syracufans, and all the People 
<>i Siril\\ who had been long prepared for a Kc- 
volr ; their Dread and Sadncls were changed into 
Miotics of Joy ; and they de fired nothing fo much 
as ro proceed on their Voyage. 

This done, Dion having prepared a magnifi- 
cent Sacrifice, to be offcrVl up ro the God Apollo, 
P'»r himfelf at the I load of his Troops, compleatly 
; ;nn\|, ;nid, in that lu|uipa<;e, march 'd in Proccf- 
n <m rorlie Temple. I le afterwards pave a great 
J'ealj to the whole Company ; at the End of which, 



after the Libations and folemn Prayers had been 
made, there happen 'd a fudden Eclipfe of the Moon- 
This caufed, at fir it, fome Terror in the Soldiers, 
but Dion, who was well verfed in the Caufes of fuch 
Appearances, re-aflured them upon that Account: 
The next Day they embark'd on Board two trading 
VcfTels, which were folio w'd by a third not fo large, 
and by two Barks of thirty Oars. 

Who could have imagin'd, fays an Hiftorian, 
that a Man with two Merchant-Veflels, (hould 
ever dare to attack a Prince, who had four hundred 
Ships of War ; an hundred thoufand Foot, and ten 
thoufand Horfe j and Treafures fufficient to pay 
and maintain them 5 who, befides all this, was in 
PofTeflion of one of the greateft, and ftrongeft 
Cities then in the World ; with Ports, Arfenals, 
and impregnable Citadels ; and with the additional 
Strength and Support of a great Number of po- 
tent Allies ? The Event will lhew, whether Force 
and Power are adamantine Chains, to hold an 
Empire, as Dionyfius the Elder had flattcr'd him- 
felf 4 or if the Goodnefs, Humanity, and Juftice 
of Princes, and the Love of Subjects, are not in- 
finitely ftrongcr, and more indiffoluble Ties. 

Dion having put to Sea with his fmall Body of 
Troops, they were twelve Days under Sail, with 
little Wind, and the thirteenth arrived at Pachy- 
tncs, a Cape of Sicily* about twelve or fifteen 
Leagues from Syracufe, When they came up with 
chat Place, the Pilot gave Notice, that they muft 
land, becaufe there was Reafon to expedc. a Hurri- 
cane, and therefore it was not proper to put to 
put to Sea: But Dion, who apprehended landing 
jo near the Enemy, and chofe to go on Shore fur- 
ther off, doubled the Cape of Pachynus% which he 
had no fooner pafTed, than a furious Storm arofe, 
attended with Rain, Thunder, and Lightning, 

which drove therft to the Eajiern Coaft of 4/'rica % 
where they were in great Danger of being dauYd 
in Pieces, againft the Rocks. Happily for them, 
a South Wind rifing fuddenly, contrary to Ex- 
pectation, they unfurled all their Sails, and after 
having made vows to the Gods, they flood out to 
Sea for Sicily. They ran in this Manner four 
Days ; and on the fifth encer'd the Pore of Minoa % 
a fmall Town of Sicily under the Carthaginians ; 
whofe Commander, Synal/ts, was Dion's particular 
Friend, and had been his Gucft. They were per- 
fectly well received there ; and would have (laid 
fome Time, to refrefli thcmfelves, after the great 
Fatigues they had fufFer'd during the Storm, if 
they had not been inform'd, that Oiony/ius wasab- 
fenc; having embark'd fome Days before, for the 
Coaft of Italy, attended by fourfcore Vcflels. The 
Soldiers therefore, demanded carneftly to be led 
on againft the Enemy, and Dion, having defir'd 
Synalus to lend his Baggage after him, when it 
fhould be proper, march'd direclly to 'Syracufe. 

His Troops encreafed confiderably upon his 
March j by the great Number of thofe, who came 
to join him from all Parts. The News of his Ar- 
rival being foon known at Syracufe, Timocrates, 
who had married Dion's Wife, the Sifter of Diony- 
yius, and to whom he had left the Command of 
the City, in his Abfencc, difpatch'd a Courier to 
him into Italy, with Advice of Dion's Progrefs. 
But that Courier,beinc almoft at his Journey's End, 



was fo fatigued with having run the bell: Part of 
the Night, that ho found himfelf under the Ne- 
celTity of flopping to take a little Sleep. In the 
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mean Time, a Wolf, attracted by the Smell of a 
Peace of Meat, which he had in his Wallet, came 
Co the Place, and ran away with both the Flelh, 
and Bag, in which he had alio pur his Difpatches. 
Dionyjuis was, by this Means, prevented, for fome 
Time, from knowing chat Dion was arrived, and 
then received the News from other Hands. 

When Dion was near the slnapus, which runs 
about half a League from the City, he order'd his 
Troops to halt, and offer M a Sacrifice upon the 
River-fide, addrciling his Prayers to the Rifing- 
Sun. AH who were prefent, feeing him with a 
Wreath of Flowers upon his Head, which he wore 
upon Account of the Sacrifice, crown'd themfelves 
alfo in the fame Manner, as animated with one 
and the fame Spirit, He had been joinVi on his 
March,* by at icaft five choufand Men, and ad- 
vanced with them towards the City. The moll 
confiderable of the Inhabitants came out, in white 
Habits, to receive him at the Gates: Ac the fame 
Time, the People fell upon the Tyrant's Friends, 
and upon the Spies and Informer s 9 an accurfed 
Race of Wretches, The Enem.es of The Gods 
and Men, fays Plutarch, who made it the Buii- 
nefs of their Lives, to difperfe themfelves into all 
Parts, to mingle with the Citizens, to pry into 
all their Affairs, and to report to the Tyrant what- 
ever they faid or thought, and often, what they 
neither faid or thought. Ihefe were the firft 
Victims to the Fury of the People, and were 
knock'd on the Head with Staves immediately: 
Timocratcs alfo, not being able to throw himfclf 
into the Citadel, rode off on Horfe-back. 

At that Inftant Dion appeared within Sight of 
the Walls : He march'd at the Head of his Troops, 
magnificently arm'd, with his Brother Mcgacles, 
on one Side, and Callippus the Athenian on the o- 
ther, both crown'd with Chaplets of Flowers. Af- 
ter him came an hundred of the foreign Soldiers, 
fine Troops, whom he had chofen for his Guard : 
The reft followed in Order of Battle, with their 
Officers at the Head of them. The Syracufans 
beheld them with inexpreflible Satisfaction; and 
received them as a facred Proceflion, whom the 
Gods themfelves regarded with Pleafure ; and who 
reftored them them their Liberty with the Demo- 
cracy, forty-eight Years after they had been ba- 
nifh'd from their City. 

After Dion had made his Entry, he ordered the 
Trumpets to found, to appeafc the Noife and 
Tumult 5 and Silence being made, an Herald pro- 
claim^, That Dion and Megaclcs were come to 
abolijh the Tyranny, and to free the Syracufans, 
and all the People of Sicily, from the Yoke of the 
Tyrant, And being defirous to harangue the Peo- 
ple in Perfon, he went to the upper Part of the 
City, through the Qyartcrcal I'd dchradina. Whcre- 
evcr he paffed, the Syracufans had fet out, on 
both Sides of the Streets, Tables and BowJs, arid 
had prepared Victims; and as he came before 
their Houfes, they threw all Sorts of Flowers 
upon him, addre/Ting Vows and Prayers to him as 
a (»od. Such was the Origin of Idolatry, which 
j;aid divine Honours to thefe, who had done the 
People any great and iignal Services. And can 
there be any Service, any Gift, fo grateful, fo va- 
luable, as that of Liberty ? Not far from the Ci- 
tadel, and below the Place calPd V ait afyLi\ (food 
\\ Sun dial, upon a high Peddral, erected by Dio- 
V)jtm. Dion placed himfclf upon it, :»nd in a 



Speech ro the People, exhorted rhem to make Uit* 
of their utmolt E Herts, for the Recovery and Pre* 
fcrvation of their Liberty. The &yracujam % 
tranfported with what he laid, and to exprels 
their Gratitude and Affection, elected him, and 
his Brother, Captain - Generals, with fuprerne 
Authority 5 and by their Confcnt, and at their 
Entreaty, join'd with them twenty of the molr. 
confiderable Citizens, Half of whom were of the 
Number of thofe, who had been banifii'd by Dio- 
nyjius, and return "d with Dion. 

Having afterwards taken the Cattle of Epipolis, 
he fet the Citizens, who were Prifoners in it, at 
Liberty, and fortify'd it with ftrong Works: 
Diony fins arrived from Italy, feven Days after, and 
enter'd the Citadel by Sea. The fame Day a 
great Number of Carriages brou.ht T)ion the 
Arms which he had left with Synalus j which he 
diftributed among the Citizens, who were unpro- 
vided : All the reft arm'd and equipped themfel ves 
as well as they could, expreffing the greateft Ar- 
dor and Satisfaction. 

The firft Thing the Tyrant did, was to fend 
EmbalTadors to Dion, and the Syracufans, with 
Propofals, which feem'd very advantagious ; but 
the Anfwer was, that, by Way of Preliminary, 
he muft abdicate the Tyranny ; to which he pre- 
tended not to be averie. From thence he came 
to Interviews and Conferences ; which were only 
Feints to gain Time, and abate the Ardor of the 
Syrrcufans, by the Hope of an Accommodation. 
Accordingly, having made the Deputies, who 
were fent to treat with him, Prifoners, he fuddenly 
attack'd, with a great Part, of his Troops, the 
Wall, with which the Syracufans had furrounded 
the Citadel, and made leveral Breaches in it. So 
warm and unexpected an Aflault, put Dion's Sol- 
diers into great Confufion, and they immediately 
fled j Dion endeavouring in vain to flop them : 
Wherefore, believing Example more prevalent 
than Words, he threw himfelf fiercely into the 
Midft of the Enemy, where he ftood their Charge 
with intrepid Courage, and kill'd great Number* 
of them. He received a Wound in the Hand from 



a Spear ; his Arms were fcarce Proof again!* the 
great Number of Darts, which were thrown at 
him, and his Shield, being pierced through in 
many Places, with Spears and Javelins, he was ac 
length born to the Earth ; but his Soldiers imme- 
diately brought him ofF from the Enemy ; Things 
being in this Pofture, he left Timonides to com- 
mand them, and getting on Horfcback, he rode 
through the whole City, ftopt the Plight of the 
Syracufans, and taking the foreign Soldiers, whom 
he had left to guard the Quarter call'd ^fchradina, 
he led them on fre/h againit the Troops of Diony- 
Jius, who were already fatigued, and entirely dif- 
cou raged, by fo vigorous and unexpected a Re- 
finance, ft was now no longer a Battle, but a 
Purfuit: A great Number of the Tyrant's Troop'i 
were left upon the Place, and the reft cfenped, 
with Difficulty, into the Citadel. This Victory 
was Signal and glorious. The Syracufans, to re- 
ward the Valour of the foreign Troops, gave each 
of them a confiderable Sum of Money ; and cho(c 
Soldiers, to honour Dion, prefented him with a 
Crown of Gold. 

Soon after came Heralds from Diony fits, with 
feverai Letters for Dion, from the Women ol hitf 

Family, and with one from Dionyfitts hijnfeli : 

JJiun 
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Dion order'd thorn all to be read in a full Aifem- 
bly, That of Dionyfius was couch'd in the Form 
c f n Rcqueft, and Jultifieation ; intermixed, how- 
ever, with che mcft terrible Menaces againlt the 
PcrfonSj who were dearelt Co Dio?i ; his Sifter, 
W ife, and Son. It was written with an Art and 
Addrefs, exceedingly proper to render Dion fuf~ 
pected } Dionyjius therein putting him in Mind of 
the Ardor and Zeal, he had formerly expreffed, 
for the Support of the Tyranny ; exhorting him, 
at a Diltance, and with fomc Obfcurity, though 
eafy enough Co be undcrftood, not to abolifh ic 
entirely ; but preferve it for himfelf j and advi- 
iin«; him, not to give the People their Liberty, 
who were far from affecting him at Heart; r.or to 
abandon his own Safety, and thac of his Friends 
and Relations, Co the capricious Humour of a vi- 
olent, and inconllant Multitude. 

The Reading of this Letter had the Effect Dio- 
ny fins propofed from it : The Syt acufans, wi.hout 
Regard to 'Diorfs Goodnefs to them,^ and the 
Greatnefs of his Soul, in forgetting his deareft 
Inccrelrs, and the Ties of Nature, to reftore them 
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and gave him a Guard 
felf. 

Thus he thought to get the better of his Rival's 
111 -Will, by che Force of kind Offices: Accor- 
dingly, in his Exprefiions, and outward Behavi- 
our, he made hi:, Court to Dion ; confe (led his 
Obligations to him ; and obcy'd his Orders rea- 
dily, and exactly 5 cxpreiTing an entire Devotion 
to his Service, and a Defire of any Occafr n co do 
him Plealurc : But underhand, by his Intrigues 
and Cabals, he influenced rhe People agair,_ r i- him, 
and oppofed his Dcfigns in every Thing. If Dion 
gave his Confent, that Dionyfius mould quit the 
Citadel by Treaty, he was accufed of favouring, 
and intending to lave, him : If, ro fatisfy them, 
he continued the Siege, wichout hearkening to 
ai>y Propofals of Accommodation, they did not 
fail to reproach him with the Defire of protract- 
ing the War, for the Sake of continuing in Com- 
mand, and to keep the Citizens in Awe and Re- 
fpeft. 

During thefe Tranfacticms, Philiflus, who came 
to the Tyrant's Relief with feveral Gallies, ha- 



their Liberty, took Umbrage at his too great vmg Deen defeated, and put to Death, Dionyllus 
Authority, and conceiv'd injurious Sufpicions of *ent to offer Dion rhe Citadel, with che Arms, 
him : The Arrival of Heraclides confirm'd them 



in their Sentiments, and determine them to act 
accordingly. He was one of the baninVd Perfons, 
a good Soldier, and well known amongft the 
Troops, from having had a confiderablc Command 
under the Tyrant : Befides this, a very bold, am- 
bitious, and fecret Enemy to Dion ; between whom 
and himfelf, there had been fome Difference in 
Peloponncfus. He came to Syracufe with feven 
Gallies, of three Benches of Oars, and three other 
Velfels ; not to join e Dion> but with Refoiution to 
march with his own Forces, again ft the Tyrant, 
whom he found reduced to fhut himfelf up in the 
Citadel : His firft Endeavour was to ingratiate 
himfelf with the People j for which he was well 
qualify'd, by an open and infinuating Behaviour, 
whilft the auttere Gravity of Dion was offensive 
to the Multitude ; cfpccially, as they were become 
more haughty and untractablc fince the laft Vic- 
tory, and expected to be treated like a popular 
State, even before they could call themielves a 
free People ; that is to fay, in the full Senfe of 
the Greek Terms, they were for being ufed with 
Complaifancc, Flattery, Regard, and a Deference, 
to all their capricious Humours. 

What Gratitude could ever be expected from 
fuch a People, who never confultcd any Thing 
but. only their Paflions and blind Prejudices ? 
The Syracufans form'd an Aflcmbly immediately, 
of their own Accord, and chofe Heraclides, Ad- 
miral : c Dicn came unexpectedly thither, and com- 
piainM highly of fuch a Proceeding ; as the Charge 
conferr'd upon Hcraclidcs, was a Branch of his 
Office ' y and he was no longer Gencraliflimo, if 
another commanded at Sea. Thefe Re mo n (trances 
obliged the Syracufans, agairift their Will, to de- 
prive Heraclides of the Office they had fo lately 
< onferr'd upon him : Whereupon, when the Al- 
lcmbly broke up, Dion fent for him; and, after 
fome gentle Reprimands, for his indifcreet, and 
di/obliging Conduct to him, at fo critical a Junc- 
ture, wherein the leaft Divifion amongft them 
might ruin every Thing, he fummon'd a new 
A-lleinhly himfelf; and, in the Prefence of the 
whole People, appointed Hcraclidcs, Admiral, 



and Troops in it, and Money to pay them for 
five Months, if he might be permitted, by a 
Treaty, to retire into Italy, for the Rett of his 
Life., and be allow'd the Revenue of certain 
Lands, which he mention'd, in the Neighbo<:r- 
hood of Syracufe, : But, the Syr a cufaiis, who were 
in Hopes of taking the Tyrant alive, rejected 
thofe Propofals : Whereupon, Dionyfius, defpair* 
ing of reconciling them to his Terms, left the 
Citadel in the Hands of his eldeft Son, dpollocra- 
tes>i and taking the Advantage of a favourable 
Wind, embark'd for Italy, with his Treafures, 
and Effects of the greateft Value ; and fuch of his 
Friends, as were deareft to him. 

Heraclides, who commanded the Gallics, was 
very much blam'd, for having fuffer'd him to 
efcape, by his Negligence : To regain the Favour 
of the People, he propofed a new Diltribution of 
Lands ; infinuating, that, as Liberty was founded 
in Equality, fo Poverty was the Principle of Ser- 
vitude. Upon Dion's oppofing this Motion, He- 
raclides perfuaded the People to reduce the Pay 
of the foreign Troops, who amounted to three 
thoufand Men; to declare a new Divifion of 
Land; to appoint new Generals; and deliver 
themfelvcs, in good Time, from the infupportable 
Severity of Dion : The Syracufans agreed, and 
nominated twenty-five new Officers, Heraclides 
being one of the Number. 

At the fame Time, they fent privately to fol- 
licit the foreign Soldiers to abandon Dion, and 
join with them ; promifing to give them a Share 
in the Government, as Natives and Citizens. Thofe 



generous Troops receiv'd the Offer with Difdain ; 
aud placing Dion in the Centre of them, with a 
Fidelity and Affection, of which there are lew 
Examples, they made their Bodies, and their 
Arms a Rampart for him; and carry'd him out 
of the City, without doing the leaft Violence co 
any Body ; but warmly reproaching all they met 
with Ingratitude and Perfidy : Hereupon, the Sy- 
racufans, wno contemn'd their fmall Number, 
and attributed their Moderation to Fear, and 
Want of Courage, began to attack them ; nor 
doubting but they fliould defeat, ar.d put them 

all 
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all to the Sword, before they coul gee out of the 
City. 

In this Extremity; Dion, reduced to the Nc- 
cflity, either of righting the Citizens, or periihing 
with his Troops, held out his Hands to the Syra- 
i'hijks i imploring them, in the mod tender and 
affectionate Manner, to defiit. ; pointing to the 
Citadel full of Enemies, who faw all that palfed 
with the utmoit Joy : But, finding them deaf, and 
infeniible to all his Remonitranccs, he commanded 
his Soldiers to march in dole Order, without at- 
tacking them, which they obeyed; contenting 
themlelvcs with making a great Noife with their 

nd railing; loud Cries, as if they were 
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going to fall upon the Syracnjans. The latter, 
however, were dilmay'd with thofe Appearances, 
and ran away in every Street, without being pur- 
fued ; upon which, Dion halten'd the March of 
his Troops towards the Country of the Leon- 
tines. 

In the mean While, the Officers of the Syractt- 
f.:ns being laugh'd at, and ridiculed by the Wo- 
men of the City, for their Cowardice, were defi- 
rous to retrieve their Honour ; and made their 
Troops take Arms, and return to the Purfuic of 
Dion : Being come up with him, as he was about 
to pal's a River, they made their Horfe advance 
to skirmilh : But, when they faw, that Dion was 
refolv'd, in Earned, to repel their Infults, and 
had made his Troops face about with great Indig- 
nation, they were again feiz'd with Terror; and 
taking to their Heels, in a more fhameful Manner 
than before, made all the Haftc they could to 
regain the City. 

The Lcontincs recciv'd Dion with great Marks 
of Honour and Ellrccm : They alfo made Prefents 
to his Soldiers, and declared them free Citizens. 
Some Days after which, they fenc EmbafTadors to 
the Syracufans, to demand Jufticc for their ill 
Treatment" of thofe Troops ; who, on their Side, 
fent Deputies to complain ot Dion : Syracufe was 
intoxicated with an inconfidcrate Joy, and info- 
lent Profpcrity, which had entirely banifh'd Re- 
flexion and Judgment. 

Every Thing confpired to fwell their Pride: 
The Citadel was fo much reduced by Famine, that 
rhe .Soldiers of Uions//us> after having fufTer'd very 
much, rclblv\I, at hit, to furrender it : They fent 
in the Night to make that Propofal, and were to 
perform Conditions the next Morning : But, at 
Day-break, whillt they were preparing to execute 
the Treaty, NypfiuSy an able and valiant General, 
whom DicnjJ/vs had fent from Italy, with Corn 
and Money to the Beliegcd, appear'd with hi'3 
'rallies, and anchor'd near Ai ethifa : Plenty fuc- 
recding, on a fudden, to Want, Ajfjius landed 
with his Troop?*, and fummon'd an Affembly, 
wherein he made a Speech to the Soldiers, fuic- 
rihle to the prefent Juncture, which determin'd 
them to hazard all Dangers : : The Citadel, that 
v.as upon the Point of furrendcring, was reliev'd 
in this Manner, contrary to all Expectation. 

The Syracujans, at the fame Time, haitcn'd on 
hoard their Gullies, and attack'd the Enemy's 
Meet: They funic fome of their Ships, took o- 
thers, and purfued the RcfV. to the Shore : But 
rlvr: very \' iclory was lIic Occafion of their Ruin. 
AbandonVl to their own fWcrction, without either 
reader of Authority to command them, or Coun- 
iv\ ; the Officers, as well as Soldier.*;, gave them- 



felvcs up to Rejoicing, Feafting, Drinking, De- 
bauchery, and every Kind of loofe Excefs. Njp« 
fius knew well how to take Advantage of this ge- 
neral Infatuation: He actack'd the Wall that in- 
clofed the Citadel, of which, having made him- 
felf Matter, he demolifh'd it in feveral Places; 
and permitted his Soldiers to enter, and plunder 
the City. All Things were in the utmolt Ccnfu- 
fion : Here, the Citizens half afleep, had their 
Throats cut \ there, Houfcs were plundered, whilft 
the Women and Children were driven off into the 
Citadel, without Regard to their Tears, Cries, and 
Lamentations. 

There was but one Manj who could remedy 
this Misfortune, and preferve the City : This was 
in every Body's Thoughts, but none had Courage 
enough to propofe it; fo much were they afham'd 
of the ungenerous Manner in which they had driven 
him out. As the Danger encreafed every Mo- 
ment, and already approach'd the Quarter jicbra* 
dina, in the Height of their Extremity and Dc~ 
fpair, a Voice was heard, from the Horfe and Sil- 
lies, which faid, 4C It was abfolutcly neceffary to 
* c recal c Dion t and the P eloponnefi an Troops from 
" the Country of the Leontines." Aflbon as any 
Body had Courage enough to fay thofe Words, 
they were the general Cry of the Syracufans; who, 
with Tears of joy and Grief, made Prayers to the 
Gods, that they' would bring him back to them. 
The Hope alone of feeing him again, gave them 
new Courage, and enabled them to make Head 
againft the Enemy. The Depucies fet out imme- 
diately with full Speed, and arriv'd at the City of 
Leon tt urn, late in the Evening. 

AfToon as they alighted, they threw themfclvc*? 
at Dion's Feet, bathed in Tears, and related the 
deplorable Extremity* to which the Syracufans 
were reduced. Some of the Leo7itines, and feveral 
of the Peloponnejian Soldiers, who had feen therri 
arrive> were already got round Dion; and con- 
cciv'd rightly, from their Emotion, and proftratc 
Behaviour, that fomething very extraordinary had 
happened. As for 2)/5//, he had no fooner heard 
what they had to fay, than he carry'd them with 
him to the A (Terribly, which form'd itfclf imme- 
diately ; for, the People ran thither with Abun- 
dance of Eagerncfs. The two principal Deputies 
ex'plain'd, in a few Words* the Greatnefs or their 
Diftrefs, and implored the foreign Troops to 
ha lien to the Relief of the Syracufans, and to for- 
get the ill Treatment they had recciv'd; and the 
rather, becaufe that unfortunate People had al- 
ready fufTer'd a feverer Punilhmcnt for it, than the 
mofr injured amongft them would have defired to 
impofe. 

The Deputies having finifli'd their Difcourfe, 
the whole Theatre, where theAflembly was held, 
continued fad and filent: c Dson rofe ; but, affoon as 
he began to fpeak, a Torrent of Tears prevented 
his Utterance ; whereupon, the foreign Soldiers 
call'd out to him, to take Courage, and ex pre/Ted 
a generous Compaffion for his Grief. Ac lengthi 
having recovcr'd himfelf a little, he fpoke to 
them in thefc Terms : ** Men of Peloponnefus, and 
*' and You, oilr Allies, I have aflembled you 
4< here, that you might deliberate upon what rc- 



4 t 
it 



gards yourfelvcs- ; aa for my Part, I mutt not 

deliberate Upon any Thing; when Syracufe i* 

in Danger. If I cannot preferve it, I go to 

perifli with it, and bury myfelf in its Ruins ' 

But 
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*: Bat, for you, if you are rcfolv'd to alilfc us 
t. 0 ncc more; us, who ar. the molt imprudent^ 
,ind rti^ft unfortunate of Mankind, come, and 
reiieve the City of Syracufe, from henceforth 
the Work of your Hands : If not, and che juU 
Subjecls of Complaint, which you have againft: 
the Syracufans, determine you to abandon chem 
in their prefenc Condition, anti to fuffer them 
to pcrifh ; may you receive from the immortal 
Gods, the Reward you merit, for the Affection 
and Fidelity, which you have hitherto cxpreflcd 
for me. For the Reft, all I have to defire, is, 
that you will keep Dion in your Remembrance, 
who did not abandon you, when you were un- 
worthily treated by his Country 5 nor his 
Country, when fallen into Misfortunes." 
He had no fooner ceafed fpeaking, than the fo- 
reign Soldiers rote up with loud Cries, and en- 
treated him to lead them on, that Moment, to 
the Relief of Syracufe. The Deputies, transported 
with Joy, faluted and embraced them, praying 
the Gods to be (low upon Dion y and chem, all 
Kinds of Happinefs and Profperity. When the 
Tumult was appcafed, Dion order'd them to pre- 
pare for the March ; and, a (Toon as they had 
fupped, to return with their Arms to the fame 
Place; being determined to fetout the fame Night, 
and fly to che Relief of his Country. 

In the mean Time, at Syr acufe, the Officers of 
Diony// us, after having done all the Mifchief they 
could to the City, retired, at Night, into the Ci- 
tadel, with the Lofs of fome of their Soldiers; 
This fhort Refpite gave the fedicious Orators new 
Courage; who flattering themfelves, that the 
Enemy would lie (till after what they had done, 
exhorted the Syracufans to think no fart her of Di- 
on ; nor to receive him, if he came to their Re- 
lief with his foreign Troops, nor to yield to them 
in Courage, but to defend their City and Liberty 
with their own Arms and Valour- Sew Deputies 
were inftantly difpatch'd from che General Officers 
to prevent his Coming; and from the principal 
Citizens, and his Friends, to defire him to haften 
his March : which Difference of Sentiments, and 
Contrariety of Advices, occafion'd his marching 
flowlv, and by fmall Journies. 

When the Night was far fpent, Dion's Enemies 
feifc'd the Gates of the City, to prevent his En- 
trance: At the fame fnftant, Nygfius, well apprized 
of all that pafs'd in Syracufc, made a Sally from 
the Citadel with a greater Body of Troops, and 
more refolutc than before. They demolihVd the 
Wall that enclofcd them entirely, and enter'd the 
Citv, which they plunder'd : Nothing but Murder 
ana Blood (bed was feen every where : Nor were 
they fatisfy'd with plundering, but feem'd to 
have no other View, than to ruin and deftroy all 
before them : One would have thought, the Son 
of Diom/ius, whom his Father hacf left in the 
Citadel, being reduced to Defpair ; and prompted 
by an Excels of Hatred for the Syracufans, was 
determined to bury the Tyranny in the Ruins of 
| he City. To prevent Dion's Relief of it, they 
had Recourse to Fire, the fwifceft of Deftruclion, 
burning with Torches and lighted Straw, all Places 
within their Reach ; and darting Combuftibles 
againft the Reil : Whilft the Syracufans, who fled 
to avoid che Flames, were butcher'd in che Streets; 
•ntd ihofe, who, to lhun che all-murdering Sword, 
lS "»»rd into the Houfes, were driven ouc of chem 
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again, by the encroaching Fire; For, there -vc i u 
Abundance ot Houfes burning, and many that fell 
upon the People in the Screec*. 

Thefc very Flames open'd the City for Dion ; 
by obliging the Citizens to agree in j.o: keeping 
the Gaces fhut ajjainft him : Couriers Jitter Couri- 
ers were difpatch'd to halten his March. Hera- 
elides himfelf, his mott declared, and mortal FJ- 
nemy, deputed his Brother, and afterwards his 
Uncle ThcoJctus, to conjure him to advance with 
che ucmoft Speed ; there being no- body be fides 
himfelf Co make Head againft che Enemy, he be- 
ing wounded, and che City almolt ruin'd, and 
reduced to Afhes. 

Dion receiv'd this News, when he was about 
fixty Stadia from the Gates : His Soldiers, upon 
that Occafion, march'd with che ucmoft Diligence, 
and fo good a Will, chat ic was noc long before 
he arriv'd at the Walls of che City:.. lie there 
dctach'd his lighc-arm'd Troops againft the Enemy, 
to reanimate che Syracufans by the Sight of them : 
He then drew up his heavy-arnVd Infantry, and 
che Cicizens, who came running co join him on all 
Sides : He divided chem inco fmall Parcies, of 
greacer Depth chan Front, and put different Offi- 
cers at the Head of them, thac chey might be 
capable of attacking in fe vera 1 Places ac once, and 
appear ftronger, and more formidable co the E- 
nemy. 

After having made chefc Difpoficions, and pray'd 
co che Gods, he march'd a-crofs che City againft 
che Enemy : In every Street, as he paired, he was 
welcom'd with Acclamations, Cries of Joy, and 
Songs of Vi&ory, mingled with the Prayers and 
Bleffings of all the Syracufans ; who call'd Dion, 
their Prcferver, and their God; and his Soldiers, 
their Brothers and Fellow-Citizens. Ac that In- 



ftant, there was noc a fingle Man in che City, fo 
fond of Life, as not co be much more in Pain for 
Dion y s Safety than his own ; and did noc fear much 
more for him, than for all the Reft together ; fee- 
ing hira march foremoft to fo great a Danger, 
over Blood, Fire, and dead Bodies, with which 
the Streccs, and publick Places were entirely co- 
ver'd. 

On the other Hand, the View of the Enemy was 
no lefs cerrible : For, chey were animaced by 
Rage and Defpair, and were potted in Line of 
Battle, behind the Ruins of the Wall chey had 
thrown down, which made che Approach very dif- 
ficult and dangerous. They were under a Neccf- 
ficy of defending the Citadel, which was their 
Safety and Retreat, and durft not remove from it, 
left c heir Communication mould be cut off : Bur, 
what was moft capable of difordering and difcou j 
ra ging Dion's Soldiers, and made their March 
very painful and difficult, was the Fire. For. 
wherever they turn'd themfelves, they march'd 
by the Lighc of the Flames which dcilroy'd the 
Houfes, and were obliged co go over che Ruins 
in the Midft of Fires ; cxpofing themfelves to be- 
ing cruuYd in Pieces by che Fall of Walls, Beam , 
and Roofs of Houfes, which tottcr'd, half con- 
fum'd by the Flames; and to keep their RauKs. 
whilll they opcn'J their Way, through frightful 
Clouds of Smoke, mingled with Dull. 

When they had join'd the Mnemy, only a very 
fmall Number on each Side were capable of com- 
ing to Blows, from che Wane of Room, ar.il the 
Uneverinefs of the Ground : But, at length, 7>i- 
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oil's Soldiers, encouraged, and fujpported by the 
Cries and Ardour of the Syracufans, made fuch 
vigorous Efforts againft the Enemy, that theTroops 
of Nypftus gave Way. The greateft Part of them 
efcaped into the Citadel, which was very near; 
and thofe who remain'd without, being broken, 
were cut in Pieces by the foreign Troops, who 

purfued them. 

The Time would not admit of their making im- 
mediate Rejoicings for their Viftory, in the Man- 
ner fo great an Exploit defer v'd the Syracufans 
being obliged to apply to the Prefervation of their 
Houies, ana* pafs the whole Night in extinguifhin - 
the Fire; which, however, they did not efFe' 
without great Difficulty. 

At the Return of Day, none of the feditious 
Orators durit Hay in the City, but all fled felf- 
condemn'd, to avoid the Punifhment due to their 
Crimes : Only Heraclides and Tbeodotus came to 
Dion, and put themfelves into his Hands, confef- 
fing their injurious i reatmenc of him, and conju- 
ring him not to imitate their ill Conduct ; rcpre- 
fencing to him, that it became Dion, fuperior as 
he was, in all other Refpects, to the Reft of Man- 
kind, to fhew he was as much fo in that Greatnefs 
of Soul, which could conquer Refentment and 
Revenge, and forgive the Ungrateful, who own'd 
them i elves unworthy his Pardon. 

Her ac tides and "Tkeodotus having made thefe 
Supplications, Dio??s Friends advifed him, not to 
fpare Men of their vile and malignant Difpofition j 
but to abandon Hetaclidei to the Soldiers ; and, in 
fo doing, exterminate from the State that Spirit 
of Sedition and Intrigue; a Diftemper, that has 
really fome thing of Madnefs in it, and is no lefs 
to be fear'd, from its pernicious Conftquences* chat 
Tyranny itfelf : But 'Dion, to appeal e them, faid, 
*' That other Captains made trie Means of con- 
quering their Enemies, their fole Application; 
that, for his Part, he had palled much Time 
in the Academy, in learning to fubdue Anger, 
Envy, and all the jarring Pallions of the Mind: 
That the Sign of having conquer'd them, is not 
in being obliging and affable Co Friends, arid 
Perfons of Merit, but of treating thofe with 
Humanity, who have injured us, and in being 
always ready to forgive them : That he did not 
dell re fo much to appear fuperior to Nerac tides 
in Power and Ability, as inWifdom and Juftice; 
for, in that, a true and eflential Superiority con- 

*< dious, ana p 

and difhonour himfelf with low Refentment ? 



€t 

4C 

<< 
<< 

4t 
tl 
€t 

« 

CI 
€4 



Dead 



of the Execution, were Matter of Admiratioj; 
for all the World, as well the Enemy, as the C i 
tizens. 

Having finiftVd this Pali fade, he bury'd the 
and difmiffing the Frifoners taken from 
the Enemy, he fummon'd an Aflembly : Hera- 
clides propofed in it, that Dion fliould be ele£red 
Generaliflimo, with fupreme Authority by Sea and 
Land. All the People of Worth* and the molt 
confiderable of the Citizens, were pleafed with the 
Propofal, and de fired it might have the Authority 
of the Ailembly : But the Mariners and Art i fans, 
who were forry to have Heraclides lofe the Office 
of Admiral ; and convine'd , that, although he 
was litde eftirnable in all ocher Refpecls, he, at 
leaft, would be more for the People than Dion, 
oppofed it with all their Power. Dion, to avoid 
Difturbance and Confufion, did not infift upon 
that Point ; and acquiefced, that Heraclides fhould 
continue to command in chief at Sea : But his op- 
pofing the Diftribution of Lands and Houfes, 
which they were earner! for having taken Place, 
and his cancelling and annulling whatever had 
been decreed upon that Head, embroil'd him with 
them irretrievably. 

Heraclides, taking Advantage of a Difpofition 
fo favourable to his Views 3 did not fail to revive 
his Cabals and Intrigues ; as appear 'd openly, by 
an Attempt of his to make himfelf Matter of Sy- 
racuse, and fhut the Gates upon his Rival : But ic 
proved unfuccefsful. A Spartan, who had been 
lent to the Aid of Syracuje, negotiated a new Ac- 
commodation between Heractides and t Dion % under 
the ftricteft Oaths, and the ftrongeft Aflurances 
of Obedience, on the Side of the former; weak 
Tics upon a Man void of both Faith and Pro- 
birv. 

In che mean While* the Syracufans, having dif- 
mifled their Sea-Forces, who were become unne- 
cefTary, apply'd foleJy to the Siege of the Citadel, 
and rebuilt the Wall, which had been thrown down; 
whereupon, as no Relief came to che Befieged, 
and Biead began to fall ihort wirh them, the Sol- 
diers grew mutinous, and would obferve no Dif- 
cipline; and the Son of Dionyjiits^ finding himfelf 
without Hope or Refuge, capitulated with Dion, 
to furrender the Citadel, with all the Arms, and 
Munitions of War. He carry'd his Mother, and 
Sifters away with him, fill'd five Gallics with his 
People and Effects, and went to his Father; for. 
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fts- That, granting Heractides wicked, invi- Dion gave him entire Liberty to rerire unmolefted. 
ious, and perfidious, muft r Dion contaminate, It is eafy to conceive the Joy of che City, upon 



It is true, according to human Laws, there feems 
*« to be lefs Injulrice in revenging an Injury, than 
€C committing it ; but, if we con fult Nature, we 
/hall rind both the one and the other to have 
their Rife from the fame Frailty of the Heart : 
Befides, there is no Difpofition fo obdurate and 
favage, that may not be vanquifrVd by che 
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Force of kind Ufage and Obligations." Dion, 
upon the/e Maxims, pardon'd Heraclides, 

Hh next Application was, to enclofe the Citadel 
with a new Work; and he ordcr'd each of the 
•5 • racujans to go out, and cut a large Stake : In 
the Night, he Icr hh Soldiers to Work, whilft the 
SyracujMis took their Rcli : He furrounded the 
Cit.idel, in this Manner, with a Urong Palifade, 
before it was perceived; fo that, in the Morning, 
i he Greatnefs oi the Work, and the SudJcnncfs 



his Departure : Women, Children, old People, all 
were pallionately fond of gratifying their Eves 
from the Port with fo agreeable an Objecr, and to 
folcmnize the joyful Day, on which, after fo many 
Years Servitude, the Sun rofe, for the firftTime, 
upon the ^yracujan Liberty. 

jfpolloc rates having fet Sail, and Dion begun 
his March to enter the Citadel, the PrinccflTcH, who 
were there, did not ftay till he am' v'd, but went 
out ro meet him at the Gatei. /li ijlonhiche led the 
Son of Dions after whom A* ctt , his Wife, with 
her Eyes fix'd upon the Ground, and full of Tears. 
Dion embraced nis Sitter fir ft, and afterwards, his 
Son, slrijlomache, then presenting /Irtte to him. 
fpoke thus; *' The Tears you fee her ihed, the 
Shame ex pre fled in her Looks, ar the Time 
your Pre fence rcfrores us Life and Joy, her Si* 

" lence itfelf, and her Confuhon, fuffi iemly de- 

«' now 
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f <:< note the Grief ihe fufFers at the Sight of an Son, who, for fome unknown Caufe, had throw. 

*< Husband, to whom another has been fubftitu- himfelf from the Roof of a Houfe, paffcd for the 

4.s t cd, contrary to her Will j but who alone has Confequence of that ominous Apparition, and w.is 

«< always poffefled her Heart. Shall fhe falute the Prelude to his Misfortunes : Callippus put the 

| << you as her Uncle ? Or, embrace you as herHus- lafi Hand to them. He was an Athenian, with 
band ? " uiriftomache having fpoke in this Man- whom Dion had contracted an intimate Friendlhip, 
ner, Dion, with his Face bathed in Tears, ten- whilft he lodg'd in his Houfe at Athens $ and with 
derly embraced his Wife ; to whom he gave his whom, he liv'd ever after with entire Freedom, 
Son, and fent them home to his Houfe; becaufe and an unbounded Confidence. This Callippus, 
he thought proper to leave the Citadel to the Dif- having given himfelf up to his ambitious Views, 
cretion of the Syracufans, as an Evidence of their and entertain'd Thoughts of making himfelf Maf- 
Liberty. ter of Syracufe, threw off all Regard for the fa- 
For himfelf, after having rewarded with a Mag- cred Ties of Friend (hip and Hofpitality, and con- 
nificence truly royal, all thofe, who had contri- criVd to get rid of Dion, who was the fole Ob- 
buted to his Succefs, according to their Rank and tfacle to his Designs : Notwithstanding his Care to 
Merit; at the Height of Glory and Happinefs, conceal them, they got Air, and came to the Ears 
and the Object of the Admiration, not only of of Dion's Sifter, and W'ifej who loft no Time, but 
Sicily* but of Carthage, and all Grecce,\vho efteem'd took Pains to difcover the Truth, by a very ftricfc 
him the wifeft, and moir. fortunate Captain, that [inquiry : To prevent its Effects, he went to them 
ever liv'd ; he always retain'd his original Sim- with Tears in his Eyes, and the Appearance of be- 
plicity; as modeft and plain in his Garb, Equi- ing inconfolable, that any Body mould fufpect 
page, and Table, as if he had liv'd in the Aca- him of fuch a Crime, or think him capable of fo 
demy with Plato, and not with People bred in black a Defign : To clear himfelf, they in fitted 
Armies, with Officers and Soldiers, who often upon his taking the great Oath, as it is call'd : 
breathe nothing but Pleafures and Magnificence. The Perfon, who did this, was wrapp'd in the 
Ac the Time Plato wrote him Word, That the Purple Mantle of the Goddefs Proferpine, and 
Eyes of all Mankind were upon him alone 5 little holding a lighted Torch in his Hand, pronoune'd 
afFe&ed with that general Admiration,his' Thoughts in her Temple, the moft dreadful Execrations a- 
were always intent upon theAcademy, that School gainlr, himfelf, it is poflible to imagine, 
of Wifdom and Virtue, where Exploits and Sue- The Oath cofr. him nothing 5 but did not con- 
cedes were not judg'd from the external Splendor vince the Prince/Tes ; They daily receiv'd new In- 
andNoife,with which they were attended, but from timations of his Guilt, from feveral Hands, as did 
the wife and moderate Ufe of them. Dion alfo himfelf ; and his Friends, in general, 
Dion delign'd to eftablifh a Form of Govern- perfuaded him to prevent his Villany, by a julr, 
ment in Syracufe, compofed of the Spartan and and Hidden Puniftiment : But he could never re- 
Gretan; but wherein the Ariftocratical was always folve upon it : The Death of Heraclides, which he 
to prevail ; and to decide important Affairs by the look'd upon as an horrible Stain on his Reputation 
Authority, which, according to his Plan, was to be and Virtue, was perpetually prefent to his troubled 
vefted in a Council of Elders : Heraclides again Imagination 5 and renew'd, by continual Terrors, 
oppofed him in this Scheme, ftill turbulent and his Grief and Repentance : Tormented Night andL 
feditious, according to Cuftom ; and folely intent Day, by that cruel Remembrance, he profeffed, 
upon gaining the People, by Flattery, Carefles, that he had rather die a Thoufand Deaths, and 
and other popular Arts. One Day, when Dion prefent his Throat himfelf to whoever would kill 
fent for him to the Council, he anfwer'd, he could nim, than live under the Neceflity of continual 
not come* and that, being only a private Perfon, Precautions, not only againft his Enemies, but the 
he fhould be in the Atiembly with the Reft of beft of his Friends. 

the Citizens, whenever it was fummon'd : His Callippus iil-defcrv'd that Name : He haftcn'd 

View, in fuch Behaviour, was to make his Court the Execution of his Crime \ and caufed Dion to 

to the People, and render Dion odious ; who, be aflaflinated in his Houfe, by the Zacynthian 

weary of his repeated fnfults, permitted thofe to Soldiers, who were entirely devoted to his Intereft; 

kill him, which he had formerly prevented.They, and the Sifter, and Wife, of that Prince, were puc 

accordingly, went to his Houfe, and difpatch'd into Prifon ; where the latter was deliver'd of a 

him : We (hall fee prefently Dion's own Scnfe of Son, which fhe refolv'd to nurfe there herfclf. 

this Action. After this Murder, Callippus was, for fome Time, 

The Syracufans were highly afflicted for his in a fplendid Condition > having made himfelf 

Death ; but, as Dion folemnrz'd his Funeral with Mafter of Syracufe, by Means of the Troops ; who 

valt Magnificence, followed his Body in Perfon, at were entirely devoted to his Service, on Accounc 

the Head of his whole Army, and afterwards ha- of the Gifts he beftow'd on them. The Pagans 

rang tied the People upon the Occafion, they were believ'd, that the Divinity ought to punilh great 

ap pea fed, and forgave him ; being convinced, that Crimea, in a fudden, and extraordinary Manner, 

it was impolliblc lor the City ever to be free from even in this Life : And Plutarch obferves, rhac 

Commotions and Sedition, whilft Heraclides and the Succefs of Callippus ocenfion'd very great Com- 

Dion governed together. plaints agai nit the Gods, as fulFering calmly, and 

After his Death, however, Dion never knew without Indignation, the vilcft of Men to raife 

Peace of Mind ; an hideous Spectre, which he himfelf to fo exalted a Fortune, by fo deferable, 

funcy'd hefaw intheNight, fill'd him withTrouble, and impious a Method : But Providence was not 

Terror, and Melancholy: The Phantom fcem'd a long without jufti lying itfelf; for, Callippus foon 

^ oman of enormous Stature, who, in her Attire, fuffer'd the runiihment of his Guilt : Having 

Air, and haggard- Looks, refembled a Fury fweep- march'd with bin Troops to take Cutanea, Syracufe 

u % the Houfe with Violence. The Death of his revolted againtt him, and threw off fo fliamcful a 

4 Sub- 
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Subjection : He afterwards atrack'd Meffina % where 
he Lit Abundance of his Troops; and particu- 
larly, the Zacyntbian Soldiers, who had murder'd 
Dion. No City of Sicily would receive him ; but 
all deteiling him, as the mott execrable of 
Wretches, he retired to Rhegio\ where, after fla- 
vin* led a miferable Life, he was kill'd by Lep- 
tinus, and Polyfperchon\ and it was laid, with the 
fame Dagger with which Dion had been aflalfi- 

Hiftory has few Examples of fo diftinft an At- 
tention of Providence, to punifh great Crimes, 
fuch as, Murder, Perfidy, Treafon, both the Au- 
thors of thofe Crimes themfelves, who commanded, 
or executed them, and in the Accomplices any 
Way concern'd in them- The Divine Juftice evi- 
dences icfelf, from Time to Time, in this Man- 
ner, to prove, that it is not unconcerned and in- 
attentive ; and, to prevent the Inundation of Vil- 
lany, which an entire Impunity would occafion ; 
but it does not always diftinguifh itfelf by re- 
markable Chaftifements in this World, to make 
Mankind fenfible, that greater Punilhmcnts are 
referv'd for Guilt in the next. 

As for Arijlomacbe^ and Jrcte> aflbon as they 
came out of Prifon, Jcetes of Syracu[e> one of 
Dion's Friends, receiv'd them into hisHoufej and 
treated them, at flrft, with an Attention, Fidelity, 
and Generofity, of the moft exemplary Kind, had 
he perfevered : But complying, at laft, with Dion's 
Enemies, he provided a Bark for them ; and ha- 
ving put them on board, under Pretence of fend- 
ing them to PehponneftiS) he gave Orders to thofe 
who were to carry them, to kill them in the Paf- 
fage, and to throw them into the Sea. He was 
not long without receiving the Chaftifement due 
to his black Treachery ; for, being taken by T#- 
mole on, he was put to Death ; and the Syracufans, 
fully to avenge Dion B kill'd alfo the two Sons of 

that Traitor. 

The Relations and Friends of Dion, foon after 
his Death, bad written to Plato, to confulc him, 
upon the Manner in which they fhould behave, 
in the then troubled and fluctuating Condition 
of Syracufc; and to know what Sort of Govern- 
ment it was proper to eftablifh there. Hereupon, 
Plato, who knew the Syracufans were equally in- 
capable of bearing entire Liberty, or of fufTering 
abfolute Servitude, exhorted them ftrenuoufly, to 
pacify all Things, aflbon as poflible; and, for that 
Purpofe, to change the Tyranny, of which the 
very Name was odious, into a lawful Sovereignty, 
which would make Subjection eafy and agreeable. 
To this End, he adviled them (and, according 
to him, it had been the Opinion of Dion) to create 
three Kings; one to be tiipparinus, Son to Dion; 
another Hipparinus, Brother toDionyfius the Young- 
er, who feem'd to be well inclin'd towards the 
People; and Dionyfws himfelf, if he would com- 
ply with fuch Conditions, as fhould be prcferib'd 
him ; their Authority to be not unlike that of the 
Kings of Sparta. By the fame Scheme, thirty- 
five Mngiftrates were to be appointed, to take 
Care that the Laws fhould be duly obferv'd [i who 
were to have great Authority, both in Time of 
War and Peace ; and to ferve as a Ballance to 
the Power of the Kings, the Senate, and the 

I'cople. ( . 

It docs not appear, however, that this Advice 

was ever follow 'd » which, indeed, had its great 
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Inconveniences. It is only known, that Hippari- 
nu%, Brother to Dionyfius, having landed at Syra- 
enj'e, with a Fleet, and confidcrable Forces, ex- 
pell'd Ca/lippus, and exereifed the fovereign Power 
two Years. 

The Hiftory of Sicily, as related thus far, in- 
cludes about fifty Years, beginning with Diomfius 
the Elder, who reign 'd thirty- eight of them, and 
continuing to the Death of Dion : We fhall return, 
in the Sequel, to the Affairs of Sicily, and relate 
the End of Dionyfius the Younger* and the Re- 

eftablifh men t of the Syracttfan Liberty by Timo- 
leon. 

It is not eafy to find fo many excellent Quali- 
ties in one and the fame Perfon, as were united 
in Dion. We do not confider, in this Place, his 
wonderful Tafte for the Sciences ; his Art of af- 
fociating them with the greateft Employments of 
War and Peace ; of extracting from them the 
Rules of Conduct, and Maxims of Government ; 
and of making them an Entertainment of his Lei- 
fure, equally ufeful, and honourable : We confine 
ourfelves to the Statefman and Patriot j and, in 
this View, how admirable does he appear ! Great- 
nefs of Soul ; Elevation of Sentiments ; Generofity, 
in beftowing his Wealth ; heroick Valour in Battle; 
attended with a Coolnefs of Temper, and a Pru- 
dence fcarce to be parallelled ; a Mind vaft, and 
capable of the higheft Views ; a Conftancy, not 
to be fliaken by the greateft: Dangers, or the moft 
unexpected Revolutions of Fortune; a Love for 
his Country, and the publick Good, carry'd him 
almoft to Excels : Thefe are but a Part of Dion's 
Virtues. The Defign he form'd, of delivering his 
Country, from the Yoke of Tyranny ; and his 
Boldnefs, and Wifdom, in the Execution of it, 
fliew of what he was capable. 

But, what we think the greateft Beauty in the 
Character of Dion, the moft worthy of Admiration; 
and, if we may fo fay, the moft above human 
Nature, is the Great nefs of Soul, and unexampled 
Patience, with which he fuffer'd the Ingratitude 
of his Country : He had abandon'd, and facrifie'd 
every Thing, to come to their Relief; he had re- 
due'd the Tyranny to Extremities, and was upon 
the Point ot re- eftabli fhing them in the full Pof- 
feflion of their Liberty : In Return for fuch great 
Services, they (hamefully expell'd him the City, 
accompany'd with a Handful of foreign Soldiers, 
whofe Fidelity they had not been able to corrupt ; 
they loaded him with Injuries, and added to their 
bafe Perfidy, the moft cruel Outrage and Indig- 
nity : To punifh thofe ungrateful Traitors, he had 
only a Motion to make, and leave the Reft to the 
Indignation of his Soldiers : Mafter of their Tem- 
per, as well as his own, he ftops their Impetuofity; 
and, without difarming their Hands, reftrains 
rheir juft Rage ; fufTering them, in the very Height 
and Ardor or^an Attack, only to terrify, and not 
kill, his Enemies; becaufe he could not forget 
that they "were his Fcllow-Citifcens and Brethren: 
Nor is his Long- Suffering of Heraclides lefs to be 
admired; his Permiflion for killing him, at laft* 
not having been obtained without the utmoft Re- 
luctance; or rather, having been extorted from 
him, contrary to his natural Difpofition, as well 
as Principles. Accordingly, it coft him dear, and 
brought that Trouble upon him, which he did not 
fhake off, till his Death : It may, likewife. be 

faid, in a great Meafurc, to have been the Oeca- 
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fan thereof; fincc ic was the only Reafon of his 
not punifliing the Villany of Callippus, (though 
doc unknown Co him) by whofc Treachery and 

Pcrfd)' he fell. 

There feems to be only one Defect, that can be 
objecled to Dio?i j which is, his having fomething 
rigid and aufterc in his Humour, that made him 
Jels aft'able and fociable than he fhould have 
been j and kepr, even Perfons of Worth, and his 
bell Friends, at a Kind of Diftance. Plato, and 
thofe who had his Glory finccrely at Heart, had 
often animadverted upon this Turn of Mind in 
him : But, notwithstanding the Reproaches which 
were made him, upon his too auftere Gravity, and 
the inflexible Severity, with which he Created the 
people, he ftill valued him upon abating nothing 
of it : Whether his Genius was entirely averfe to 
che Arts of In/inuation and Perfuafion or that, 
from the View of correcting and reforming the 
S racufans, vitiated and corrupted by the flatter- 
ing and complaifanc Difcourfes of their Orators, 
he chofe that rough and manly Manner of Beha- 
viour to them. 

"J? ion was miftaken in the moft eflential Point 
of Governing: From the Throne to the loweft 



Office in che State* whoever is charged with the 
Care of ruling and directing others, oughc par- 
ticularly to ftudy the Art of managing Men's Tem- 
pers, and of giving them that Bent and Turn of 
Mind, which may beft fuit his Meafures j which 
cannot be done by affuming the fevere Matter, by 
commanding haughtily, and contenting himfejf 
with laying down che Rule, and the Duty, with 
inflexible Rigour. There is in Right itfelf, 
in Virtue, and the Exercife of all Functions, an 
Exactnefs and Steadinefs, or rather Kind of Stiff- 
nefs, which frequently degenerates into a Vice, 
when carried into Extremes. We know, it is ne- 
ver allowable to break through Rules , buc ic is 
always laudable, and often neccflary, to foften, 
and make chem more convertible 5 which is belt 
effected by a Kindnefs of Manners, and an insinuat- 
ing Behaviour 5 not always exacting che Difcharge 
of a Ducy, in its utmolr. Rigour ; over-looking 
Abundance of fmall Faults, thac do not meric 
much Notice; and obferving chofe, which are 
more considerable, with Favour and Goodnefs ; 
in more, in endeavouring by all poflible Means, 
to acquire the People's Affection, and Co render 
Vircue and Duty amiable- 
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CHAP. VII. 

The Slate of Greece, from the 'Time of the Treaty of Antalcides ; The Lacedaemonians 
declare War againfl Olynthus ; They feize upon the Citadel of Thebes, by Fraud, and 
Violence ; Olynthus jurrenders; The great Prof ferity of Sparta at that Time ; The C 'ha* 
racier of Epaminondas, and Pelopidas, two illujlrious Thebans ; the latter re/fores his 
Country to Liberty, and recovers the Citadel; Sphodrias forms a Dcfgn again/l the Pi- 
ramm, but without Succcfs ; The Athenians declare for the Thebans ; The Spartans dc* 
dare PFar againfl Thebes, and are defeated at the Battle ^Leu&ra; Epaminondas rar 
vages Laconia ; advances within Sight of 'Sparta, and i nfults the Lacedsemonians ; Sparta 
implores Aid of the Athenians ; the Greeks fend Embassadors to Artaxerxes ; The Cre- 
dit ^ Pelopidas at this Court; He goes againfl the Tyrant of Pherae, and reduces him 
to Reafon; is afterwards treacherously feized by that Tyrant, and imprifoncd; Epami- 
nondas delivers him ; He gains a Vi&lory over that Tyrant, but is killed in the Baltic ; 
• The Tragical End of the Tyrant ; Epaminondas ajjaults Sparta ; gains a fignal Victory 
over the Spartans ; but is killed in the Battle. 



THE Peace of AntalcUUs, of which Men- 
tion has been already made had caufed in 
the Grecian States great Difcontentc and 
Divifjons. Purfuane to thac Treaty, the Thebans 
had been obliged to abandon the Cities of Baotia* 



and to let them enjoy their Liberty ; and the Co- 
rinthians to withdraw their Garrilon from slrgos, 
which by that Means became free and independent. 
The Lacedamottians, who were the Authors and 
Executors of that Treaty, faw their Power ex- 

5 tremely 
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tremely augmented by it, and were induftrious to 
make farther Additions to ic. They compell'd the 
Mantinaans, againft whom they pretended to have 
many Caules of Complaint in thelaft War, tode- 
moliih the Walls of their City, and to inhabit 
four different Places, as they bad done before. 

The two Kings of Sparta, Agefipolis and Agcfi- 
lans, were of quite different Characters, and as 
oppofite in their Opinions, upon the prefent State 
of Affairs. The firft, who was naturally inclin'd 
to Peace, and a ft rift Obferver of Juftice, was for 
having Sparta, already much exclaim'd againft 
for the Treaty of ^ntalcides, fuffer the Grecian 
Cities to enjoy their Liberty, according to the 
Tenor of that Treaty, and not difturb their Tran- 
quillity, through an unjuft Defire of extending 
their Dominions. The other, on the contrary, 
who was reftlefs, active, and full of great Views 
of Ambition and Conqueft, breath'd nothing but 

War. 

At the fame Time, Deputies arrived at Sparta 
from Acanthus and Apollotua, two very confider- 
able Cities of Macedonia^ to complain of Olynthus, 
a City of Thrace , inhabited by Greeks, originally 
of Chalcis in Eubcea. Athens, after the Victories 
of Salamis and Marathon, had conquer'd many 
Places on the Side of Thrace, and even in Thrace 
itfelf. Thofe Cities threw off the Yoke, afToon 
as Sparta, at the Conclufion of the Peleponncjian 
War, had ruined the Power of Athens. Olynthus 
was of this Number. The Deputies of Acanthus 
and j4pollotiia re pre fen ted, in the General AfTem- 
bly of the Allies, that Olynthus, fituate in their 
Neighbourhood, daily improved in Strength in 
an extraordinary Manner ; that it perpetually ex- 
tended its Dominions by new Conqueirs 5 that it 
obliged all the Cities round about, to fubmit to 
it, and to enter into its Meafures ; and was upon 
the Point of concluding an Alliance with the A- 
thtnians and Thebans. This Affair being taken in- 
to Confideration, it was unanimoufly refolved, that 
it was neceffary to declare War againft the Olyn- 
thians. It was agreed, that the ally 'd Cities fhould 
furniih ten thouiand Troops, with Liberty, to fuch 
as deiired it, to fubftitute Money, at the Rate of 
three Oboli a-Day, for each Foot Soldier, and four 
Times as much for the Horfe. The Laccdamo- 
7iians, not to lofe Time, made their Troops march 
directly, under the Command of Eudamidas, who 
prevailed with the Ephori, that Phabidas, his Bro- 
ther, might have the Leading of thofe, which 
were to follow foon after, and to join him. When 
he arrived in that Part of Macedonia, which is alfo 
called Thrace, he garrifon'd fuch Places asapply'd 
to him for that Purpofe, fei/.ed upon Potidea, a 
City in Alliance with the Olynthians, which fur- 
rendcr'd without making any Defence, and began 
the War againft Olynthus ; though flowly, as it 
was neceffary for a General to act, before his 
Troops were all alTembled. 

Phabidas began his March foon after, and be- 
ing arrived near Thebes, he encamp'd without the 
Walls, near the Gymnafium, or publick Place of 
i£xercifc. Jfmmhts and Lcontides, both Bcvotarchs, 
or Governors of Bccotia ; as alfo, Generals of the 
Army, and fupremc M;igiltrates of Thebes, were 
at the Head of two different Factions. The firft, 
who had engaged Pclopidas in his Party, was no 
Friend to the Lacedemonians, nor they to him; 
becaufc he publickly declared lor popular Govern- 



ment and Liberty. The other, on the Contrai 
favour'd an Oligarchy, and was fupported by the 
Laccdamonians with their whole Intereft. "U e are 
obliged to enter into this Detail, becaufe the E- 
vent we are going to relate, and which was a 
Confequence of it, occafion'd the important War 
between the Tlx bans and Spartans. 

This being the State of Affairs at Thebes, Leon- 
tide s apply'd to Phabidas, and propofed to him 
to feize the Citadel, called Cadmaa, to expel the 
Adherents of Jfmeniu s, and to give the L ace dam 0- 
nians PoffelTion of it. He reprefented to him, 
that nothing could be more glorious for him, 
than to make himfelf Matter ~of Ihcbcs, whilft 
his Brother was endeavouring to reduce Olyntbus} 
that he would thereby facilitate the Succefs of his 
Brother's Enterprize 5 and that the Thebans, who 
had enjoin'd their Citizens, by Decree, not to bear 
Arms againft the Olynthians, would not fail, 
upon his making himfelf Matter of the Citadel, 
to fupply him with whatever Number of Hcfrfe 
and Foot he mould think proper, for the Rein- 
forcement of Eudamidas. 

Phabidas, who had much Ambition and little 
Ability, and who had no other View* than tofig- 
nalize himfelf by fome extraordinary Action, 
without examining the Confequences, fuffer'd him- 
felf to be eafily perfuaded. Whilft the Theba?is, 
entirely fecure, under the Treaty of Peace lately 
concluded by the Grecian States, celebrated the 
Feafts of Ceres, and expected nothing lefs than 
fuch an Aft of Hoftiiity, Phabidas, conducted by 
Lcontides, took Poffeflion of the Citadel ; The Se- 
nate was then fitting : Lcontides went to them, and 
declared, that there was nothing to be feared from 
the Lacedamonians, who had enter'd the Citadel ; 
that they were only the Enemies of thofe, who 
were for difturbing the publick Tranquillity; that 
as for himfelf, by the Power his Office of Bceotarch 
gave him, of confining whoever caball'd againtt 
the State, he mould put Jfmcnius into a Place of 
Security, who fa£tioufly endeavour'd to break the 
Peace : He was feized accordingly, and carry'd to 
the Citadel. The Party of Ifmenius feeing their 
Chief a Prifoner, and apprehending the utmott 
Violence for themfelves, quitted the City with 
Precipitation, and retired to Athens, to the Num- 
ber of four hundred and upwards : They were 
foon after baninVd by a publick Decree. Pclopi- 
das was of this Number but Epaminondas rc- 
main'd at Thebes unmolefted ; being difregarded 

as a Man entirely devoted to the Study of Philo- 
fophy, who did not intermeddle in the Affairs of 
State ; and alfo from his Poverty, which left no 
Room to Fear any Thing from him. A new 
Bceotarch was nominated, in the Room of Jfmcnius, 
and Lcontides went to Laccd.emon. 

The News of this Action of Phabidas, who, at 
a Time of general Peace, had taken Poficllion.ol 
a Citadel by Force, upon which he had no Claim 
or Right, had given Birth to great Murmuring 
and Complaints. Such efpecially as oppofed Ay/- 
Jilaus, who was fufpccled of having join'd in tin' 
Scheme, demanded, by whofe Orders Phtvb'uU* 
had committed fo ft range a Breach of publicl. 
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Faith. JJgeJilauSy who well knew that thofe warm 

Reproaches were aim'cl at him, made no Difficult) 

ofjuftifying Phabidas, and declared openly, J* 11 " 

before all the World, " That the Atfioii oir//J' r 

" to be conlidcr'd in itfelf, to uialerlland wither 
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it were ufeful or not ; that whatever was expe- 
dient for Sparta, he was noc only permitted, 
but commanded to act upon his own Authority, 
without waiting the Orders of any Body. " 
Strange Principles, to be advanced by a Peribn, 
who, upon other Occafions had maiutain'd, that 
Jiiflice was the Supreme of Virtues, and that with- 
out it, Valour itjclf* and every other great Quality, 
lucr e uj clefs, and unavailing. It was the fame Man 
that made an Anfwer, when fomebody in his 
Prefence magnify 'd the King of Per fid's Grandeur ; 
He, whom you call the Great King, in what is he 
greater than me, unlefs he be more jtift ? A truly 
noble and admirable Maxim, That Justice 

MUST BE THE RULE OF WHATEVER EXCELS, 

and is Great ! But a Maxim chat he had only 
in his Mouth, and which all his Actions contra- 
dicted 5 conformable to the Principle of the Ge- 
nerality of Politicians, who imagine, that a Statcf- . 
man ought always to cry up Jultice, but never to 
iofe an Occafion of violating it for the Advantage 
of his Country. 

But let us now hear the Sentence, which the 
auguft AfTembly of Sparta, fo renown 'd for the 
Wifdom of its Counfels, and the Equity of its De- 
crees, is about to pronounce. The Affair being 
maturely confider'd, the whole difcufled at large, 
and the Manner of it fet in its full Light, the 
AfTembly refolved, that Phccbidas mould be de- 
prived of his Command, and rin'd an hundred 
thoufand Drachma's; but that they fhould con- 
tinue to hold the Citadel, and keep a good Gar- 
rifon in it. What a Itrange Contradiction was 
this, fays Polybius, what a Difregard of all Juftice 
and Reafon I not only to approve the Crime ta- 
citly, and without having any Share in it, but to 
ratify it by the publick Authority, and continue 
it in the Name of the State, for the Advantages 
arifing from it! But this was not all} Commimo- 
ners, appointed by all the Cities in Alliance with 
Sparta, were difpatch'd to the Citadel of Thebes, 
to try Ifmenius, againft whom they pronounced 
Sentence of Death, which was immediately exe- 
cuted upon him. Such flagrant Injuftice ieldom 
remains unpunilh'd ; To aft in fuch a Manner, 
fays Polybius again, is neither for the Intereft of 
one's Country, nor one's fclf. 

Teleutias, Brother to ^gejtlaus, had been fubfti- 
tutcd in the Place of Phabidas, to command the 
reft of the Allies Troops, defign'd againft Olyn- 
thus\ whither he march'd with all Expedition. 
The City was ftrong, and furnifli'd with every 
Thing Necetfary for a good Defence. Several 
Sallies were made with good Succefs, in one of 
which, Teleutias waskill'd. The next Year King 
Agejipolis had the Command of the Army : The 
Campaign patfed in Skirmifliing j without any 
Thing decin've: ufgefipolis died, foon after, of 
Stcfcncfs, and was fucccedcd by his Brother Gleom- 
brotus, who reigned nine Years : Sparta made 
frcfli EiForts to terminate the War with the Qlyn- 
thians : Polybidas, their General, pufli'd on the 
Siege with Vigour; and the Place being in Wane 
of Provifions, was at la ft obliged to iurrendcr; 
and was received, by the Spat fans, into the Num- 
ber of their /lilies. About this Time began the 
Hundredth Olympiad. 

The Fortune of the Lacedemonians never np- 
pear'd with greater Splendor, than at this Juncture; 
nor their Power more itrongly eftablith'd. All 



Greece was fubject to rhem, either by Force or 
Alliance. They were in PolfeHion of Thtbcs, a 
molt powerful City, and with that, of ali fitcotia. 
They had found Means to humble Argos, and to 
hold it in Dependance. Corinth was" entirely at 
their Devotion, and obey'd their Orders in evcrv 
Thing: The Athenians, abandons! by their AU'wl, 
and reduced almoft to rely only on their own 
Strength, were in no Condition to make Mead a- 
gainit them. If any City, or People in their Al- 
liance, attempted to throw off their Subjection, an 
immediate Punifhment reduced them to their for- 
mer Obedience, and terrify'd all others from fol- 
lowing their Example. Thus, Mutters by Sea, 
and Land, all trembled before them ; and the mofr 
formidable Princes, as the King of Perfia, and the 
Tyrant of Sicily, feem'd to emulate each other in 
courting their Friendfhip and Alliance. 

A Profperity, founded in Injuftice, can be of 
no long Duration : The greateft Strokes the Spar- 
tan Power received, came from the Quarter, where 
they had acted the higheft Injuries; and from 
whence they did not leem to have any Thing to 
fear; that is to fay, from Thebes. Two illuftrious 
Citizens of that State will make a glorious Ap- 
pearance upon the Theatre of Greece, and for that 
Reafon, deferve our Notice in this Place. 

Thefe are Pelopidas and Epaminondas ; both de- 
fended from the nobleft Families of Thebes. Pe- 
lopidas, brought up in the greateft Affluence, and 
whilft young, fole Heir of the Fortunes of a very 
rich and rlouriffiing Family, cmploy'd his Wealth, 
from the firtt Pofleflion of it, in the Relief of 
fuch as had Occafion for k, and merited bis Fa- 
vour; mewing, in that wife Ufe of his RJchcs, 
that he was really their Mailer, and not their 
Slave* For, according to u4riJlorle' , s Remark, re- 
peated by Plutarch, moft Men either make no 
Ufe at all of their Fortunes, out of Avarice ; or, 
abufc them, by a wicked and foolifh Application. 
^ As for Epaminondas, Poverty was all his Inhe- 
ritance, in which confiftcd his Honour ; and one 
might almoft fay, his Joy and Delight. He was 
born of poor Parents, and confequently familia- 
rized from his Infancy with Poverty, which he 
made more grateful and eafy to him "by his Tafte 
for Philofophy. Pelopidas, who fupporced a great 
Number or Citizens, never being able to prevail 
on him, to accept his Offers, and to make Ufe of 
hisPurfe, refolved to fhare in the Poverty of his 
Friend, by making him his Example ; and be- 
came the Model, as well as Admiration of the 
whole City, from the Mode try of his Drcfs, and 
the Frugality of his Table. 

Jf Epaminondas was poor as to the Goods of 
Fortune, thofc of the Mind made him a moft am- 
ple Amends. Modeft, prudent, grave, artful in 
improving Occafions ; Matter, in a fupreme De- 
gree, of the Art of War ; equally valiant and 
wife; eafy and complaifant, in the Commerce of 
the World; fuffering, with incredible Patience, 
the People's, and even his Friends, ill Treatment ; 
joining with the Ardor for military Exercifes, a 
wonderful Take for Study and Sciences ; piquing 
himfelf efpcciallv upon Truth and Sincerity, io 
chat he made a Scruple of telling a Lie, even in 

Jcft, or for Divcrfion. Adeo vert tat is di livens ut 
nc joco qttidem mcntiretur. 

They were both equally inclined to Virtue : But 
Pelopidas was belt pieafed with the Hxcrciieu of 
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the Body, and Epaminondas with the Cultivation 
of the Mind. For which Reafon they employ 'd 
their Leifure, the one in the Palajtra and the 
Chafe, the other in Converfation and the Study ot 

Philofophy. 

But what Perfons of Senfe and Judgment muft 
admire principally in them, and w hich is rarely 
found in their high Rank, is the perfect Union 
and Friendlhip that always fubhltcd between them, 
during the whole Time they were employed to- 
ge;her, in the Adminiirration of the publick Af- 
fairs, whether in War or Peace. If wc examine 
the Government of Arijli : dt s and Themijiochs, that 
of Cimon and Pericles* of Nicias and Alcibiades, 
we lhali find them full of Trouble, Diffenfion, 
and Debate. The two Friends we fpeak of, held 
thefirlt Offices in the State \ all great Affairs paifed 
through their Hands ; every Thing was confided 
to their Care and Authority : In fuch delicate 
Junctures, what Occafions of Pique and Jcaloufy 
generally arife ? But neither Difference of Senti- 
ment, Diverfity of Intereir, nor the leaft Emotion 
of Envy, ever alter'd their Union, and good Un- 
derstanding. The Reafon of which was, their 
being founded upon an unalterible Principle, that 
is to fay, upon Virtue $ which, in all their Acti- 
ons, fays Viutarch, occalion'd their having neither 
Glory nor Riches in View, but the publick Good 
alone, and made them define not the Advancement 
or Honour of their own Families, but to render 
their Country more powerful and flourilhing. 
Such are the two illuftrious Men, who are to make 
their Apearance, and to give a new Face to the 
Affairs of Greece, from their Share and Influence 

in them. 

Leontides, being apprized that the Exiles had 
retired to Athens, where rhey had been well re- 
ceived by the City, and were in great Efteem 
with all People of Worth and Honour, fent thi- 
ther certain unknown Perfons, to aflalfina e the 
moft confiderable of them. Only ufndi ocitdes was 
kill'd, all the reft efcaping the Contrivances of 
Leontides, 

At the fame Time, the Athenians received Let- 
ters from Sparta , to prohibit their receiving or 
allilting the Exiles, and with Orders to expel them 
their City f as they were declared the common Ene- 
mies by all the Hilics. The Humanity and Virtue, 
peculiar and natural to the Athenians, made them 
reject fo infamous a Propofal with Horror. They 
were tranfported with the Occafion of expre/Ting 
their Gratitude to the Thebans, for a previous Ob- 
ligation of the fame Nature: For the Thebans had 
contributed moft: to the Rc-eftablifhment of the 
popular Government ac Athens 5 having declared 
in their Favour, by a publick Decree, contrary to 
the Prohibition of Spat t a ; and it was from Thebes, 
Thrafybulus fet out to deliver Athens from the Ty- 
ranny of the Thirty. 

Pclopidas, though at that Time very young, 
went to all the Exiles, one after another, ot whom 
Melon was the mofl con/iderable. He reprefented 
to them, ,f That it was unworthy of honclr Men, 

to concent themfelves with having faved their 
" own Lives, and to look with Indifference upon 
u their Country, crdlaved and miserable: That 
** whatever (-rood will the People of Athens might 
" exprefs for them, it was not fie that their Fate 
** fliould depend upon their Decrees ; whofe na- 
" rural Inconfrancy, and the Malignity of the 



'* Orators, that turned them any Way at Will, 
<c might foon alter : That it was nccefra ry to ha- 
" zard every Thing, after the Example ofThra- 
" fyhulus, and to let before them his intrepid Va- 
" lour and generous Fortitude as a Model: That, 
Ct as he fet out from Thebes, to fupprefs and de- 
" llroy the Tyrants of Athens, fo they might go 
" from Athens to reitore Thebes its ancient Li- 
" berty. " 

1 his Difcourfe made all the JmpreflTon upon 
the Exiles, which could be expected from it: They 
fent privately to inform their Friends at Thebes of 
their Refolution, who extremely approved their 
Defign. Charon, one of the principal Perfons of 
the City, offcr'd to receive the Confpirators into 
his Houfe. Phi/idas, another of them, found 
Means to get himfelf made Secretary to Archidas 
and Philip, who were then Baotarchs, or fuprerne 
Magiftrates. As for Epami?iondas , he had for fome 
Time diligently endeavoured to infpire the younger 
Thvbans, by his Difcourfe, with a pafllonate De- 
fire to throw off the Spartan Yoke. He was not 
ignorant of all that had been projected j but he be- 
lieved, that he ought not to have any Share in it, 
becaufe, ashefaid, he could not re folve to imbrue 
his Hands in the Blood of his Country ; forcfee- 
ing, that they would not keep within the due 
Bounds of the Enterprize, however lawful in it- 
felf, and that the Tyrants would not perifh alone; 
and convinced befides, that a Citizen, who fhould 
not appear to have taken either Party, would have 
it in his Power to influence the People with better 
EfFeft. 

The Day for the Execution of the Project being 
fixed, the Exiles thought proper, that Pherenices, 
with all the Confpirators, ihould flop at Thriajium, 
a little Town, not far from Thebes ; and that a 
fmall Number, of the youngeft of them, ftiould 
venture into the City. Twelve Youths, of the 
beft Families of Thebes, all join'd in a ftricl and 
faithful Friendftiip to each other, though Compe- 
titors for Glory and Honour, ofFer'd themfelves ror 
this bold Enterprize ; Velopidas being one of this 
Number. Alter having embraced each other, 
and difpatched a Meflenger to Charon, to give him 
Notice of their Coming they fet out dreft in plain 
Habits, that fuch as they met on the Way might 
have no Sufpicion of them, and take them only 
for Hunters, that wander'd after their Game. 

Their Mcfienger being arrived at Thebes, and 
having inform'd Charon, that they were on their 
Way, the 'Approach of Danger did not alter their 
his Sentiments, as he wanted neither Courage nor 
Honour, he prepared his Houfe for their Recep- 
tion. 

One of the Confpirators, who was no bad Man, 
loved his Country, and would have ferved the 
Exiles with all his Power, but had neither the 
Refolution nor Con ftancv neceflary for fuch an En- 
terprize, and could think of nothing but Difficul- 
ties and Obstacles attending it, which preicnted 
themfelves in Throngs to his Imagination ; much 
diforder'd with the Prof peel of Danger, he retir'd 
into his Houfe, without faying any Thing, and 
difpatch'd one of his Friends to Melon and Pe/opi- 
dtis, to deh're them to defer their Enterprize, and 
return to Athens, till a more favourable Opportu- 
nity. Happily that Friend, nor finding his l-L>vic'* 
Bridle, and lofmg a great deal of Time in quarel- 
ling with his Wile, was prevented from gointf. 

Pel, pi ditty 
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pjop'ulas, and his Companions, difguifed like 
p ca fUnts, and having fcparaced from each other, 
cn x e r\i the City ac different Gates, towards the 

^\ 0 lc or* Day. ft was then early in the Winter, 

rfit' North Wind blew, and the Snow fell : This 
| con tributed to conceal them, every Body keeping 
within Doors, upon Account of the cold Weather; 
betide* which, it gave them an Opportunity of co- 
vering their Faces. Some, who were in the Se- 
cret, received them, and conducted them to Cha- 
? -0/;'s Houfe ; where were attemblcd, of Exiles and 
others, to the Number of Forty- eight. 

Philidas, Secretary to the Besot archs, who was 
in the Plot, had, fome Time before, invited 
ckias, and his Companions, to Supper ; promifing 
them an exquifite Repaft, and the Company of 
fome of the tineft Women in the City. The Guefts 
being met at the appointed Time, fate down to 
Table : They had been free with the Glafs, and 
were almoft drunk, when it was whifper'd about, 
but not known where the Report began, that the 
Exiles were in the City. Philidas, without mew- 
ing any Concern, did his utmoft to change the 
Difcourfc : Archias, however, fent one of his Of- 
ficers to Charon,, with Orders to come to him im- 
mediately, It was then late, and Pclopidas, and 
the Confpirators, were preparing to fet out, and 
had put on their Armour, and Swords ; when, on 
a fudden, they heard a Knocking at the Door : 
Some-body went to it, and being told by the Offi- 
cer, that he was come from the Magiftrates, with 
Orders for Charon to attend them immediately; 
he ran to him, half out of his Wits, to acquaint 
him with that terrible MefTage. They all con- 
cluded the Confpiracy was difcover'd, and bclicv'd 
thcmfclvcs loft, before it would be poffible to put 
any Thing in Execution, worthy their Caufe, and 
Valour: However, they were all of Opinion, 
Charon fhould obey the Order, and prefent him- 
felf with an Air of Aflurancc to the Magiftrates, 
as void of Fear, and unconfeious of Offence. 

Charon was a Man of intrepid Courage in Dan- 
gers, which threaten'd only himfelf; but, at that 
Time, fearing for his Friends, and that he mould 
be fufpe&cd of fome Treachery, if fo many brave 
Citizens, whom he had received into his Houfe, 
fhould be deftroy'd ; he went to his Wife's Apart- 
ment, and fetched his only Son, of fifteen Years 
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old, at moft, who, in Beauty and Strength, cx- 
cell'd all the Youths of his Age, and put him into 
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the Hands of Pclopidas, faving at the fame Time; 
If you difcovcr I have betray \1 you, and have 
been guilty of Treachery upon this Occafion, 
revenge yourfelvcs on me, in this my only Son ; 
whom, as dear as he is to me, I abandon to 
you, and let him fall a Vi£Hm, without Mercy 
to his Father's Perfidy." 
Thcfe Exprcflions wounded them to the Heart ; 
but, what gave them the moffc fenfiblc Pain, was 
his imagining, there was any one amongft them fo 
mean and ungrateful, to form to himfelf the lead 
Sufpicion, in Regard to him. They conjur'd him 
unattimoufly, not to leave his Son with them, but 
put him into fome Place of Safety ; that his 
friends, and Country, might not want an A ven- 
dor, if he ihould not be fo fortunate to efcape the 
Tyrants. " No (reply'd the Father) he (hall ftay 
'* with you, and mare your Fate : If he mull 
" pcrWh, what nobler End can he make, than 
H with his Father, and belt Fric ds ? For you, my 
Numb. XXV. 
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Son, exert yourfclf beyond your Years, and 
mew a Courage, worthy of yourfclf, and me -* 
You fee here the molt excellent of the Thchans : 
Make under fuch Matters a noble Eflayof Glo- 
ry, and learn to fight ; or, if it mult be fo, 
to die, like them, for Liberty : For the Reft, 
1 am not without Hopes; for, J believe, the 
Juftice of our Caufe, will draw down the Fa- 
vour and Protection of the Gods upon us." He 
concluded, with a Prayer to them, and, after em- 
bracing the Confpirators, he went out. 

He took Pains to recover himfelf by the Way, 
and to compofe his Looks, and Voice, that he 
might not appear under any Concern. When he 
came to the Door of the Houfe where the Feafr 
was kept, Archias and Philidas came out to him, 
and ask'd the Meaning of a Report, -that difaf- 
fec~tcd People were arrived in the City, and con- 
cealed in fome Houfe. He feem'd aftoniuYd; and 
finding, by their Anfwers to his Quettions, they 
had no precife Information of any Thing, he af- 
funVd a bolder Tone, and faid, ft is very like- 
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ly, the Report you fpeak of, is only a falfc 
Alarm, intended to interrupt your Mirth : 
However, as it ought not to be neglected, I'jl 

go immediately, and make the Itrifteft En- 
quiry poflible into it." Philidas praifed his 
Prudence and Zeal; and carrying Atchias back 
into the Company, he join'd him again in the 
Debauch; and continued the Entertainment, by 
keeping the Guefts in Expectation of the W omen 
he had promifed them. 

Charon, on his Return home, found his Friends 
all prepared, not to conquer, or to fave their 
Lives, but to die glorioufly, and fell themfekes 
as dear as they could. The Serenity and Joy cf 
his Looks, explain'd beforehand, that they "hail 
nothing to fear. He repeated all that had paf- 
fed ; after which, they had no Thoughts, but 
of the inftant Execution of a Defign, to which 
the Icalt Delay might occafion a Thoufand Ob- 
ftacles. 

In EfTe£t, at that very Inftant, happen'd a fud- 
den Storm, far more violent than the hrft; and 
which feem'd, as if it could not piflibly fail of 
making the Enterprize mifcarry. A Courier from 
Athens arrived in great Halle with a Pacquct, 
which contained a circumftantial Acconnt of the 
whole Confpiracy, as was afterwards difcover'd : 
That Courier was brought firft to Archias, who 
was far gone in Wine, and brcath'd nothing but 
Pleafurc, and the Bottle* In giving him his Lif- 
patches, he told him, My Lord, the Per/on, ivho 
writes you thcfe Letters, conjures you* to read than 
immediately, being Affairs of Importance. Arch i as 
reply'd, laughing, Important sffaii s to-monow t 
which Words were afterwards ufed by the Greckt 
as a Proverb ; and taking the Letters, he put 
them under his Pillow ( for, the Greeks, at Meals, 
lay upon Beds) and continued the Convcrfacion 
and Debauch. 

The Confpirators were, at that Time, in the 
Streets, divided into two Parries ; the one, with 
Pclopidas at their Head, march'd againft / eon ti- 
des, who was not at the Feult \ the other againft 
Archias, under the Command of Charon. Thcfe 
had put on the Habits of Women over their Ar- 
mour, and crown'd themfelves with Pine and Pop- 
lar-Wreaths, which entirely cover v d their Faces: 
When they came to the Door oi' the Apartment, 
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where the Feafi: was kept, the Gucfts made a 
great Noife, and ice up loud Shouts of Joy: But 
they were told, that the Women would not come 
in, till the Servants were all dilmiiled, which was 
done immediately : 1 hey were Tent to neighbour- 
ing Houl'es, where there was no Want ot Wine 
for their Entertainment. The Confpirators, by 
this Stratagem, having made thcmfelves Matters 
ot the F ield of Battle, e.iter'd Sword in Hand j 
and lhewinfr chcmlelves in their true Colours, put 
all the Gudis to the Sword, and with them the 
Magiirrateir, who were full of Wine, and in no 
Condition to defend thcmfelves. Prfopidas met 
with more Rehitancc : Leon rides, who was afleep 
in Bed, awak'd with the Noife that was made; 
and riling immediately, arm'd himlelf with his 
JSworJ; and laid fome of the Confpirators at his 
Feet ; but was, at lair,, kili'd himfelf. 

This grand Affair being executed in this Man- 
ner, with lb much Difpatch and Succefs, Couriers 
were immediately lent to Thtiajium: The Doors 
of the Prifon were forced, and five hundred Pri- 
foners let out : The Thcbaus were called upon to 
refume their Liberty, and Arms were given to all 
chev met: "I he i>pcds affixed to the Portico's were 
taken down, and the Shops of the Armourers and 
Cutlers were broken open for that Purpofe. E- 
/ amit.cndas and Gctgidas came in Arms to join 
them; and fome old Perfons of great Reputation, 
whom they h:id got together. 

j he whole City was in great Terror and Confu- 
ficn ; the Houfes illuminated with Torches, and 
the Streets throned with the Multitude going and 
coming : The People, in a Confternation at what 
had happenYJ ; and, for Want of fufficient Infor- 
mation, waited impatiently for the Day to know 
their Deiiiuy. "J he Lace amonian Captains, upon 
that Account, were guilty of a very great Error, 
v\ rot l.illing upon them during their Diforderj 
h'j\ the Garrifon ron/ifted ot fiitcen hundred Men, 
brides I hree thoufand, w ho had taken Refuge in 
K. Alarmed, by the Cries they heard, the Il- 
luminations they f'aw in the Houies, and the Tu- 
mult of the Multitude running backwards and 
jo: wards, they Jay trill, and contented thomfclves 
\%i;h jjuardifig the Citadel 7 alter having fent Cou- 
riers to t( jr:j, with the News of what had hap- 
pen'd, and to demand an immediate Reinforce- 
ment. 

'1 he next Day, at Sun-Rife, rhc Exiles arrived 
with rheir Arm**, and the People were fummonM 
ro alTemble. b.paminondas and Gotgidas conducted 
Pilot idas thither, furrounded with Sacrifices; and 
earn ing in their Hands the facred Bandages, and 
Fillet. 1 *, exhorted the Citizens to alhlt their Coun- 
try, and join with their Gods. At this Sight, 
the whole Aliembly role up with loud Acclama- 
tions, and clapping of Hands ; am! received the 
ConfpiraLors as their Benefactors and Deliverers. 
The lame Day, Pclopida^ AJclon, and Charon were 

elected Uvntanihs. 

Soon after the Kxiles, arm'd five thoufand Foot, 
and live hundred Horle> lent by the Athenians to 
Pt/opidas, under the Command of Ihntophoon : 
Thofe Troops, with others, which join'd thcrn 
from all the Cities of ftw<)tia> compofed an Army 
of twelve thoufar.t! Foot, and a:# many Horfe ; 
nnd, without LoJs of Time, bifug'd the Citadel, 
that it might be lake »j hi lure Relief could come 
from Spaitd. 



The Befieged made a vigorous Defence, i n 
Hopes of fpeedy Relief; and leem'd refolv'd rather 
to die than furrender the Place : At lea It, the La- 
cedxmcnians would have done fo ; but they were 
not the greatelt Number of the Garrifon. When 
Provilions began to fall lhort, and Famine prefs'd 
them, the Reft of the Troops obliged the Spar- 
tans to furrender. The Garrifon had their Lives 
granted them, and were permitted to retire where 
they thought fit : They were fcarce march'd out, 
when the Aid arriv'd. The Lacedam:nt am ^ found 
Clcombrotus at Megara, at the Head of a powerful 
Army, which, with a little more Expedition, 
might have fav'd the Citadel: But this was not the 
iirlt Time, the Slownefs, natural to the Lacedamo- 
niansy had occafion'd the Mifcarriage of their 
Enterprises. The Three Commanders, who had 
capitulated, were try'd : Two of them were pu- 
nrlh'd with Death ; and the Third had fo great a 
Fine laid upon him, that, not being able to pay 
it, he banitiTd himfelf from Pcloponnefus. 

Peltpidas had all the Honour of this great Ex- 
ploit ; the molt memorable that ever was executed 
by Surprize and Stratagem. Plutarch, with Rea- 
fon, compares it to that of Thrafybulus. Both Ex- 
iles, deftitute in thcmfelves of all Afliftance, and 
induced to implore a foreign Support ; form'd the 
bold Defign of attacking a formidable Power with 
a Handful of Men ; and overcoming all Obftacles 
to their Enterprize, by their Angle Valour, had, 
each of them, the good Fortune to deliver their 
Country, and change the Face of its Affairs en- 
tirely : For, the Athc?iians were indebted to Tbra- 
fibu/us for that fudden and happy Change, which 
freeing them from the Oppreflion they groan'd 
under, not only reftor'd their Liberty, but, with 
it, their ancient Splendor; and put them into a 
Condition, to humble, and make Sparta tremble, 
in their Turn. We fhall fee* in the like Manner, 
that the War, which redue'd the Pride of Sfarta, 
and depriv'd it of the Empire by Sea and Land, 
was the Work of this (ingle Night j in which, Pc- 
lopidas, without taking cither Citadel, or Fortrefs, 
and entering only one of twelve into a private 
Houfe, unloos'd, and broke the Chains, impos'd 
by the Lacvdamo?iians on all the other States of 
Gtcac, though it feem'd impoffible it iliould ever 
produce fuch an Effect 

The Laccdamonians, after the Injury they pre- 
tended to have received, by the Enterprize or Pc 
hpi das y did not continue quiet; but apply'd thcm- 
felves in'Earncft to their Revenge. sfgeftLm:> 
rightly judging, an Expedition of that Kind, ot 
which the End was to fupport Tyrants, would not 
reflect, much Honour upon him, left it to C/cotn- 
bfOtus, who had lately fuccecdcu King jJgc/ipolis ; 
on Pretence, his great Age difpens'd with his un- 
dertaking it. Clcombi otus cntcr'd Betotia with his 
Army. The firft Campaign was* not vigorous, nnd 
terminated in committing fome Ravages in c he- 
Country; after which, the King retir'd, and de- 
taching Part of his Troops to Sphodriasy who com- 
manded at Thcfpitc, he return'd to Sparta. 

The Athenians, who did not think thcmfelves 



in a Condition to make Head ngainifc the LatuLi 
tnonians, and were afraid of the ConfcquenctK 5 i' 1 
which their League with the T/.wbans was likely 
to engage them repented their having enter \\ ii' u> 
and rcnouncYl it. Thole, who per/Wred to ad 
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here to the Tbcb.in Tarty, were, fome irnpi n< ,,) lU 
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fome put to Death ; others banifh'd ; and the 
Rich fevercly fln'd. The Theban Affairs feem'd 
almoflr defperate ; not having anyAllianccs tofup- 
porc them : Pelopidas and G org i das, were then at 
c he Head of them ; and were ftudious of finding 
a Means, to embroil the Athenians with the Lace- 
damonians ; and this was the Stratagem they had 
Recourfe to for that End. 

Sphodrias the Spartan had been left at Thefpia, 
with a Body of Troops, to receive and protect 
fuch of the B ceo t tans, as fhould revolt again ft 
Thebes. He had acquir'd fome Reputation amongft 
the Soldiery, and wanted neither Courage nor 
Ambition ; but he was ralh, fuperficial, full of 
himfelf; and confequently, apt to entertain vain 
Hopes. Pelopidas, and Gorgidas, fent, privately, 
a Merchant of his own Acquaintance, to him ; 
with an Offer, as from himfelf, of a considerable 
Sum of Money ; and with Intinuations, ftill more 
agreeable to him than Money, as they flatter'd his 
Vanity. After having rcprefented to him, That 
one of his Merit and Reputation ought to form 
fome great Undertaking, which might immorta- 
lize his Name; he propofed to him, feizing the 
Piraum by Surprize, when the Athenians had no 
Expectation of fuch an Attempt : He added, That 
nothing could be more grateful to the Lacedemo- 
nians, than to fee chemfelves Mafters of Athens ; 
and that the The bans, enraged at the Athenians, 
whom they confider'd as Tray tors and Deferters, 
would lend them no Afliftance. 

Sphodrias, fond of acquiring a great Name, and 
envying the Glory of Phabidas, who, in his Senfe, 
had render'd himfelf renown'd and illuftrious, by 
his unjuft Attempt upon Thebes, conceiv'd it would 
be a much more mining and glorious Exploit, to 
feize the Piraum, of his own Accord; and deprive 
the Athenians of their great Power at Sea, by an 
unforefeew Attack by Land. He undertook the 
Enterprize, therefore, with great Joy ; which was 
neither lefs unjuft, nor lefs horrid, than that of 
the Cadmea, but not executed with the fame 
Boldnefs, and Succcfs : For, having fee out in the 
Night, from Thefpia, with the View of furprizing 
the Piraum before Light, the Day- break overtook 
him in the Plain of Tbriaftum, near Efeu/is; and 
finding himfelf difcover'd, he return'd fliame- 
fully to Thefpia, with fome Booty which he had 

taken. 

The Athenians immediately fent EmbafTadors 
with their Complaints to Sparta : Thofe Embaf- 
fadors found, that the Laccdammonians had not 
waited their Arrival to accufe Sphodrias, but had 
already cited him before the Council, to anfwer 
for his Conduct. He was afraid to obey chat 
Summons, having juft Reafon to apprehend the 
Iflue of a Tryal, and cheRefcntment of his Coun- 
try : He had a Son, who had contracted a ftricT, 
and tender Friendfhip with the Son of Ag cfifau s. 
The latter follicitcd his Father fo earncftlyj or 
rather, tormented him with fuch extream Impor- 
tunity and Pcrfevcrance, that he could not refufe 
Sphodrias hia Protection, and got him fully ab- 
folv'd. Ageftlaus was not very fcrupulous, as we have 
fecn already, in Point of JulHce, when the Ser- 
vice of his Friends was in Queftion. He was, be- 
fidco, of all Mankind, the mod tender and indig- 
ent Father to his Children. It is reported of 
i'm, that when they were little, he would play 
with them, and divert himfelf with riding upon 



a HoLby-Horfe amongft them ; and that, having 
been furpriz'd by a Friend in that Albion, he de- 
fied him not to tell any -body of it, till he himfelf 
was a Father. 

The unjuft Sentence, paffed in Favour of Spho- 
drias by the Spartans, incenfed the Athenians 
extreamly ; and determin'd them to renew their 
Alliance with Thebes immediately, and to aflift 
them with all their Power. They dieted out a 
Fleet, and gave the Command of it to Timotbcus, 
Son of the illuftrious Cojion; whofe Reputation he 
well fupported, by his own Valour and Exploits. 
It was he, whom his Enemies, envying the Glory 
he had acquir'd, by his great Actions, paintcci 
fleeping, with the Goddefs Fortune at his Feet, 
taking Towns in Nets for him : But, upon this 
Occafion, he prov'd he was not a flee p. After 
having ravaged the Coaft of Laco?iia t he attack'd 
the Ille of Corcyra, now Corfu, which lie took : 
He treated the Inhabitants with great Humanity, 
and made no Alteration in their Liberty, or Laws; 
which very much inclin'd the neighbouring Cities 
in Favour of Athe?is* The Spartans, on their 
Side, made powerful Preparations for the War, and 
were principally intent on retaking Corcyra : Its 
happy Situation between Sicily and Greece render'd 
that Ifland very important; they, therefore, en- 
gaged Dionyjtiis the Tyrant in "the Expedition, 
and demanded Aid of him : In the mean Time, 
they difpatch'd their Fleet under Mnajtppus. The 
Athenians fent fixty Sail againft them, to the Re- 
lief of Corcyra, under Timotheus, at firft but foon 
after, upon his feeming to aft too flowly, Iphi- 
cratcs was fubftituted in his Place. Mnafippus 
having made himfelf odious to his Troops, by 
his Haughtinefs, Rigour, and Avarice, was very 
ill obey'd by them, and loft his Life in an En- 
gagement : Jphicratcs did not arrive till after his 
Death; when he receiv'd Advice, that the Syra- 
cufan Squadron of ten Gallies approach'd, and at- 
tacked them fo fucccfsfully, that not one of them 
efcap'd. He had demanded, that the Orator Cat- 
liflratus, and Chabrias, one of the molt renown'd 
Captains of his Time, fhould be join'd in Com- 
milfion with him: Xenoophon admires hisWifdom, 
and Greatnefs of Soul on that Account, in being 
fatisfy'd with appearing to have Occalion for Coun- 
fel, and not apprehending to fhare the Glory of 
his Victories with others. 

Agejilaus had been prevaiPd on to take the 
Command of the Troops againft Thebes : He en- 
ter'd Bccotia, where he did Abundance of Mifchief 
to the Thebans-, but not without confidcrablc Lofs 
on his own Side- The two Armies came every 
Day to Blows, and were perpetually engaged, 
though not in formal Battle, yet in 'Skirmiihes ; 
which ferv'd to inftruct the Thebans in the Art 
of War, and to infpire them with Valour, Bold- 
nefs, and Experience. It is reported, that the 
Spartan Ant ale ides told Jgefilaus very juftly on 
this Head, when he was brought back from Btcotia 
very much wounded ; My Lot d Agcfilaus, you have 
a fine Reward for the Lejfons you have given the 
Thebans in the Ait oj War j who, before you 
taught it then; neither would, nor could, know any 
Thing of the Matter, It was to prevent this In- 
convenience, that Lycurgus, in one of the three 
three Laws, which he calls Rhetra, enjoinM the 
Lacedxmonians, not often to make War on the lame 
Fnemy, left they fhould make them too good Sol- 
di -CIS, 
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diers, by obliging them to the frequent Defc 
of themfelves. 

Several Campaigns palled in this Manner, with- 
out any Thing decilive on either Side : It was pru- 
dem, m the Thcban Generals, not to hazard a 
Battle at flrft, but give their Soldiers Time to in- 
ure themfelves to Dangers. When the Occafion 
was favourable, they let them loofe, like gene- 
rous Hounds ; and, after having given them a 
Tafte of Victory, by Way of Reward, they call'd 
them ofF, contented with their Courage and Ala- 
crity : The principal Glory of their Succcfs, and 
this wife Conduct, was due to Pelopidas. 

The Fight of Tegjra, which was a Kind of 
Prelude to the Battle of Leutlra, added much to 
his Reputation. Having fail'd in his Enterprise 
againit Orchomcnos, which had join'd the Laced*- 
monians^ at his Return, he found the Enemy ported 
to intercept him, near / egyra. Affoon as the 
Thcbans perceiv'd them from the Defiles, fome- 
body ran in all Hafte to Pelopidas, and told him; 
We are fallen into the Hands of the Enemies. -Ah! 
reply 'd he, why Jboufd we not rather fay, that they 
are fallen into curs ? At the fame Time, he or- 
der'd his Cavalry, which were his Rear-Guard, to 
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advance to the Front, that they might begin the 
Fight : He was aflur'd his Foot, which were only 
Three hundred Men, and call'd the /acred Batta- 
lion, would break through the Enemy, wherever 
they charged, though fuperior in Number; as they 
were, by, at lea ft, two Thirds. The Onfet began 
where the Generals of each Party were ported, and 
and was very fierce. The two Captains of the 
Lacedamonians, who had fallen upon Pelopidas, 
were prefently flain ; all, who were with them, 
being, either kill'd, fled, or difper'd. The Reft 
of che Laccdamonia?i Troops were fo daunted there* 
at, that they open'd a Paffage for the Thcbans ; 
who might have march'd on to fave themfelves, 
if they had thought fit : But Pelopidas, difdain- 
i ig to make Ufe of that Opening for his Retreat, 
advr.i.c'd againft thofe, who were ftill drawn up in 
Brittle ; and made fo great a Slaughter of them, 
rV't they were all difmay'd, and fled in Disorder. 
The Tbebans did not purfue them far, left they 
mould be furpriz'd : They contented themfelves 
with having broken them, and made a glorious 
Retrcar, not inferior to a Vi&ory ; becaufe, 

through the Enemy, who were difpers'd, and de- 
feated. 

This little Encounter, for, it can be call'd no 
more; was, in a Manner, che Source of the great 
Actions and Events we arc about to treat of. It 
had not happened, till then, in any War, either 
againft the Barbarians, or Greeks, that the Lace, 
damonians had been defeated, with the Superiority 
of Number on their Side; nor even with equal 
Forces in Battle Array : For which Reafon, they 
were infupportably proud, and . their Reputation 
alone kept their Enemies in Awe; who never durft 
fhevv themfelves in the Field before them with 
equal Forces. They now loft that Glory ; and the 
Thcbans, in their Turn, became the Terror and 
Dread, even of thofe, who had render'd themfelves 
fo univerfally formidable. 

Whillr the Perfians were engaged in the Egyp- 
tian War, great Troubles arofe in Greece, In that 
Interval, the Tbebans, having taken Plat*t<e, and 
.afterwards T^/jwW, entirely demoliuYd thofe Cities, 
and expel I'd the Inhabitants : The PJaticans retir'd 



to Athens, with thcirWives, and Children ; where 
they were receiv'd with the utmoft Favour, and 
adopted into the Number of the Citizens. 

uJrtdxerxcs, being inform'd of the State of the 
Grecian Affairs, lent a new Embaffy thither, to 
peifuade the feveral States, and Cities, at War, to 
lay down their Arms, and be rcconcil'd, on the 
Plan of the Treaty of Antalcidcs. By that Peace, 
as has been obferv'd in its Place, it was concluded, 
all che Cities of Greece (hould enjoy their Liberty, 
and be govern'd by their own Laws. In Virtue of 
this Article, cjie Lacedamonians prefs'd the Tbebans, 
to reftore their Liberty to all the Cities of Bao- 
tia; to rebuild PI at a a-, and Thefpia, which they 
had demolifti'd ; and reftore chem, with their De- 
pendences, to their ancient Inhabitants. The Thc- 
bans j on their Side, infiftcd alfo, the Lacedemoni- 
ans mould give Liberty to all thofe of Laconsa ; 
and the City of Mcjfcne fhould be given to its for- 
mer Poffeflors. 1 his was what Equity rcquir'd ; 
but the Lacedamonians^ believing themlelves much 
fuperior to the Thcbans, were for impoling a Law 
upon them, to which they would not fubmit them- 
fel ves. 

All Greece being weary of a War, which had 
already lafted feveral Campaigns; and had no 
other Caufe, but the Spartan Ambition, and In- 
jufticc; nor any other End, than aggrandizing of 
that State ; apply'd, in Earneft, for a general 
Peace ; and, with that View, had fent Deputies to 
Lacedamon, to concert together the Means of at- 
taining fo defirabJe an End. Amongft thofe De- 
puties, Epaminondas was of the firlt Rank : He 
was, at that Time, celebrated for his great Erudi- 
tion, and profound Knowledge in Philofophy; 
but he had not yet given any diftinguifh'd Proofs 
of his great Capacity for the Command of Armies, 
and the Adminiftration of publick Affairs. Seeing 
all the Deputies, out of RcfpccT: f or Agcji/aus, who 
declar'd openly for the "War, dar'd not contradict 
him, or differ from his Opinion in any Thing ; a 
very common Effecl: of a too imperious Power on 
one Side, and a too fcrvile Submiflion on the o- 
thcr; he was the only One, who fpoke with a 
wife and noble Boldnefs, as became a Statefrrran, 
who had no View but the publick Good : He 
made a Speech, not for the Thebans alone, but for 
Greece in general; in which he prov'd, the War 
augmented only the Power of Sparta, whilft the 
Reit of Greece was redue'd, and ruin'd by it: He 
infifted, principally, on the Ncccflity of cftabliih- 
ing che Peace in Equality and Juftice ; becaufe 
no Peace could be lolid, and of long Duration, 
but that, wherein all Parties would find an equal 
Advantage. 

A Difcourfe, like this, founded evidently on 
Reafon and Juftice; and pronounced with a grave 
and ferious Tone, never fails of making Imprtf 
lion. Agcflaus plainly diftinguifh'd, from the At- 
tention and Silence with which it was heard, the 
Deputies were extrcamly affcttcd with it, and would 
not fail to aft conformably to his Opinion. To 
prevent which, he demanded of hpaminondas, 
Whether he thought it juft, and reafonable, that 
Bceotia JJjould be free and independent ? That is to 
fay, whether he agreed, that the Cities of Ba'ot fa 
fhould be fubjc£t no longer to Thebes. Epann" 
nondas immediately ask'd, in his Turn, with gr? 5lC 
Briskncfs, H'hcthtr he thought it jujl, and reafon- 

able, that Laconia Jhould enjoy tfic fame Jndepen^ 

dence ■ 
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dance and Liberty. Agefilaus then riling from his 
Seat in great Wrath, infixed on his declaring 
plainly, whether he -would confent that Boeotia 
fiottld be free ? Epaminondas rccorccd his Queftion 
attain, and ask'd, Whether, on his Side, he icould 
confent that Laconia Jhould be /tee? Hereupon, 
jfjrejUaus, who wanted only a Pretence for break- 
ing with the Thebans, ftruck" them directly out of 
the Treaty of Alliance, which they were about to 
conclude. The Reft of the Allies fign'd it, lefs 
out of Inclination, than not to offend the Lace- 
damonians, whofe Power they dreaded. 

Purfuant to this Treaty, all Troops in the Field 
were to be disbanded : Cleombrotus, King of Spar- 
ta, was then at Phocis, at the Head of che Army. 
He wrote to the Ephori, to know the Republick's 
Refolution. Prothousy one of the principal Sena- 
tors, reprefented, there was no Room for Delibe- 
rations ; for, Sparta, by the late Agreement, had 
made the Recal of the Troops indifpenfible. 
gcfilaus was of a different Opinion : Angry* with 
the Thebans, and particularly Epaminondas ; he 
was abfolutely bent on the War, for an Opport- 
unity of taking his Revenge ; which feem'd molt 
favourable, at thatTime, when all Greece was free, 
and united, and only the Thebans excluded the 
Treaty of Peace. The Advice of Prothous was, 
therefore, rejected by the whole Council; who 
look'd on him as an honeft, well-meaning Dotard, 
who knew nothing of the Matter ; the Divinity, 
from that Time (as Xenophon obferves) promoting 
their Downfal. The Ephori wrote immediately to 
Cleombrotus, to march againft the Thebans, with 
his Troops ; and fent Orders, at the fame Time, to 
all their Allies, to affemble their Forces; who 
were very averfe to this War, and did not'join in 
it but with great Reluctance, and out of Fear to 
contradict the Lacedemonians whom, neverthelefs, 
they did not dare to difobey. Though no happy 
Confequences could be expected from a War, vi- 
fibly undertaken, contrary to all Reafon and Juf- 
tice, and from the fole Motive of Refentment and 
Revenge*, the Lacedamonians, from the Superio- 
rity of their Numbers, thought themfelves lure of 
Succefs; and imagin'd, that the Thebans, aban- 
donji by their Allies, were in no Condition Co 
oppofe them. 

In Effect, the Thebans were much alarm'd at 
firft : They law themfelves alone, without Allies, 
or Support; whilft all Greece look'd upon them as 
utterly loft \ not knowing that, in a Angle Man, 
they had more than Armies : This was Epaminon- 
das, He was appointed General, and had feveral 

Collcgucs join'd in Commiflion with him : He 
immediately rais'd all the Troops he could, and 
began his March : His Army did not amount to 
fix Thoufand Men, and the Enemy had fourTimes 
that Number. As feveral bad Omens were Cold 
him, to prevent his fetting out, he repeated only 
a Verfe of Homers, by Way of Reply; the Senfe 
of which was, There is but one good Omen, and that 
to jight for one* s Country* However, to reaf- 
lure the Soldiers, naturally luperftitious, and whom 
he obferv'd to be difcouraged; he inftructed feve- 
ral Perfons to come from different Places, and re- 
port Auguries and Omens in his Favour, which 
reviv'd the Spirit and Hopes of the Troops. 

Pelopidas was not then in Office, but commanded 
the J acred Battalion : When he left his Houfe to 
go to the Army, his Wife, in taking her Jail A- 



dieu, conjurYi him, with a Flood of Tears, to take 
Care of himfelf: That (fa id he) jhould be recom- 
mended to young People ; but, Jot Generals, they 
have no Occafion for J'uch Advice ; the Care of others 
Jhould be recommended to them, 

Epaminondas had wifely taken Care to fecurc a 
Pafs, by which Clcombrotus might have fhorten'd 
his March confiderably ; the Spartan, therefore, 
was forced to take a large Compafs to reach Lcuc- 
tra, a fmall Town of Bteotia, between PJataa and 
Thefpia. Both Parties confulted whether they fhould 
give Battle; which C/eombrotus refolv'd on, by 
the Advice of all his Officers ; they reprefenting 
to him, if he declin'd fighting, with fuch a Supe- 
riority of Troops, it wo\ild confirm the Report 
which was current, that he fecretly favour'd the 
Thebans : The latter alfo, had an eflential Reafon 
for haftening a Baltic before the Troops arriv'd, 
which the Enemy daily expected. However, the 
fix Generals, who form'd the Council of War, 
differ 'd in their Sentiments. The feventh, who 
was Epaminondas, came in very good Time, to 
join the Three, who were for fighting ; and his 
Opinion carrying the Queftion, the Battle was re- 
folv'd on. This was in the fecond Year of the 
i o2d Olympiad, 

The two Armies were very unequal in Number : 
That of the Lacedarnoniaw (as has been faid) con- 
fided of Twenty-four thoufand Foot, and Sixteen 
hundred Horfe, The Thebans had only Six thou- 
fand Foot, and Four hundred Horfe ; bur, all of 
them choice Troops, animated, by their Experi- 
ence in War; and detcrmin'd to conquer, or 
die. The Lacedamonian Cavalry, compofed of 
Men pick'd up by Chance, without Y r aIour, and 
ill-dilciplin'd, was as much inferior to their Ene- 
mies in Courage, as fuperior in Number. The 
Infantry could not be depended on, except the 
Lacedamonians ; the Allies (as has been faid) ha- 
ving been engag'd in the War with Reluctance, as 
they did not approve the Caufe ; and were, bc- 
lides, diffatisfy'd with the Lacedamonians. 

The Ability of the Generals fupply'd the Place 
of numerous Armies, efpecially, of the 7 hehans, 
who was the mod accomplifh'd Captain of his 
Time : He was fupported by Pelopidas, at the 
Head of the f acred Battalion, compos'd of Three 
hundred lhcbans y united in a ftri£r Friendlhip and 
Affection, and engaged under a particular Oath, 
never to fly, but defend each other, to the la ft 
Drop of their Blood. 

On the Day of Battle, both Armies drew up on 
a Plain: Cleombrotus was on the Right, confilring 
of Lacedamonians, in whom he confided mod ; and 
whofe Files were Twelve deep. To take the Ad- 
vantage, which his Horfe gave him in an open 
Country, he polled them in the Front of his 
Lacedamonians. Wrchidamas, Son to s]g'e/:Iaus, 
was at the Head of the Allies, who form'd the Left 
Wing. 

Epaminondas, who rcfolv'd to charge with his 
Left, which he commanded in Perfon, Itrewrthen'd 
it with the Choice of his Troops, and Juch as 
were heavily anrTd, whom he drew up Fifty deep. 
The facred Battalion was on his Left, and clos'd 
the Wing. The Reft of his Infantry were potted 
on his Right, in an oblique Line ; which, the 
farther it extended, was the more diliant from the 
Enemy. By this uncommon Difpolirion, his lie- 
fign was to cover his Flank on the Right ; to keep 
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his Ri^ht Wing as a Kind of refcrv'd Body, chat 
he might not hazard the Event of the Battle on 
the weak ell Fart of his Army ; to begin the Action 
with his Left Wing, where his belt Troops were 
polled ; and to turn the whole Weight of the Battle 
on King ClcombiotuSj and the Spai fans He was 
afiurM, if he could penetrate the Luccdcemonian 
i Pi;ala?tx i the Pveft of the Army would foon be 
put to the Rout. As lor his Cavalry, hedifpos'd 
rhem, after the Enemy's Example, in the Front 
of his Left. 

The Action he-ian by the Caval. As the The- 
bans were better mou ".ted, and braverTroops, than 
the Lacedemonians 7 the larter were not long be- 
fore they were brol.e-, and driven upon the fnfan- 
trv, whLh they put into fome Confufion. Epa- 
tnincndas following his Horfc clofe, march 'd fwiftly 
to Ckombrot't'y an J kll on his Ph^/anx with the 
whole Weight of his heavy Battalion. The latter, 
to make a Diver/ion, d'tach'd a Body of Troops, 
with OrJers to take Ef. aminondas in Flank, and to 
furround him. Pc/opidjs, feeing that Motion, ad- 
vanced wi:h incredible Speed, and Boldncfs, at 
the Head of the jjc* td L'atta/ion, to prevent the 
Enemy's Defign ; and flankYl Clcombrotus himfelf, 
■who, by chat ludden, and unexpected Attack, was 
put into Diforder. The Battle was very fierce and 
obtHnace; and, whiht CLovibrotus could act, the 
"\ ictory continued in Sufpence, and declared for 
neither Party. When he fell dead' with hisWouds, 
the Tccbans, to compleat the Day, and the Lace- 
dsmonians, to avoid the Shame of abandoning the 
Body of their King, redoubled their Efforts, and 
a great Slaughter enfucd r«n both Sides. The Spar- 
tans fought with fo much Fury about the Body, 
that, at length, they gain'd their Point, and car- 
ry'd it oft! Animated by fo glorious an Advan- 
tage, they prepa Td to return to the Charge; which 
woJd. perhaps, have proved fuccefsful, had the 
Allies levonded their Ardor : But the Left Wing, 
Jeeing the La: cdx.no nianPbalanx had been broken, 
and believing all loit, efpecialy when they heard 
the King was dead, took to Flight, and drew the 
Reft of the Army along with them, Epaminondas 
follow'd them vigoroully, and kill'd a great Num- 
ber in the Purfuic : The Tbebans remained Matters 
of the Field of Battle, erected a Trophy, and per- 
mitted the Enemy to bury their Dead. 

The Lacedemonians had never receiv'd fuch a 
Wow before. The moll bloody Defeats, till then, 
had fcarce ever colt them more than Four or Five 
hundred of their Citizens. They had been fee n, 
however animated, or rather, violently incens'd, 
againlt sJrht/js, to ranfom, by a Truce of Thirty 
Years, Fight hundred of rheir Citizens, who had 
fuflbr'd themfelves to be ihut up in the little Jfland 
of 7' Here they Jolt Four thoufand Men, 

ol whom One thoufand were Lacedemonians and 
Four hundred Spt trans, out of Seven hundred who 
y. ere in the Battle i whereas, the Tbebans had only 
Three hundred Men kill'd, among whom were 
but few of their Citizens. 

The City of Sparta celebrated, at that Time, 
the Gymnick Games, and was full of Strangers, 
whom Curiofity had brought thither. When the 
Couriers arrived from Lcnfha, vvith the terrible 
hews of their Defeat, the Lphoi /, though perfectly 
jei.fible of all the Confequence.s, and that the Spar- 
tan Finpiie had receiv'd a mortal Wound, would 
j.o! permit die Reprefeniation of the Theatre to 



be fufpended, nor any Changes in the Celebration 
of the Fc (rival. They lent to every Family the 
Names of their Relations, who were kill'd, and 
itaid in the Theatre to fee that the Dances and 
Cames were continued, without Interruption, to 
the End. 

The next Morning, the Lofs of each Family 
being known, the Fathers, and Relations, of thofe 
who had dy'd in the Battle, met in the publick 
Place, and faluted an a embrae'd each other with 
great Joy, and Serenity in their Looks ; whilft 
the others kept themfelves clofe in their Houfes; 
or, if iVeceflity obliged them to go abroad, it 
was with a Sadnefs, and Dejection ofAfpect, which 
fenfibly exprefs'd their profound Anguifn and 
Affliction. This Difference was frill more remark- 
able in the Women : Grief, Silence, and Tears, 
diftinguifrYd thofe, who expected the Return of 
their Sons; whiht. fuch, as had loft their Sony, 
were feen hurrying to the Temples, to thank the 
Gods, and congratulating each other upon their 
Glory and good Fortune. 

Sparta was under no fmall Difficulty to know 
how to act, with Regard to thofe, who had fled 
from the Battle : As they were numerous, and of 
the moft powerful Families in the City, it was 
not fafe to inflict o;i them the PunilTiments afUgn'd 
by the Law?., left their Defpair fhould induce them 
to take fome viol ent Refolution fatal to the State : 
For, fuch as fled, were not only excluded from all 
Offices and Employments, but it was a Difgrace 
to contract any Alliance with them by Marriage: 
Any-body, who met them in the Streets, might 
buffet them, which they were oblig'd to fufFer : 
They were, befid.es, to wear dirty Habits, ragged, 
and full of Patches of different Colours : And 
laftly, they were to fhave half their Beards, and 
let the other half grow. It was a vaft Lofs to 
the Spartans, to be deprived of fo many of their 
Soldiery, at a Time, when they had fuch prefUng 
Occafion for them. To remove this Difficulty, 
they chofe Agefilatts Legiflator, with abfolute 
Power to make fuch Alterations irvthe Laws as he 
fhould think fit : Jgefilaus, without adding, re- 
trenching, or changing any Thing, found Means 
to fave the Fugitives, without hurting the State. 
In a full Aflembly of the Lacedemonians, he* de- 
creed. That, for tbe prefent Day, the Laws Jhould 
be fufpended 9 and 0/ no Effect ; but ever after to 
remain in full Force and Authority. In. chofe few 
Words, he preferv'd the Spartan Laws entire; 
and, at the fame Time, reftor'd to the State that 
reat Number of its Members, by preventing their 
cing for ever degraded j and consequentially ufc- 
lefs to the Republick. 

After the Battle of Lcuftra, both Parties were 
employed, one in retrieving their Lofs, and the 
other in making the Beft of their Victory, A* 
gcfilaus, to revive the Courage of his Troops, 
march'd them into Arcadia ; but with a full Re- 
folution, carefully to avoid a Battle. He confinM 
himfelf to attacking fomc fmall Towns .of the 
Matitinaans k which he took, and laid the Country 
waftc. This gave Sparta fome Joy( and they be- 
gan to take Courage, from believing their Con- 
dition not entirely defperatc. 

The T/.ubar/i t fnon after their Victory, fent an 
Account of it to Athens - 9 and demanded Aid.jic 
the fame Time, ajainft die common Enemy : The 

Senate, which was then fitting, receiv'd the Cou- 
rier 
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r icr with great Coldnefs, made him not the ufual 
prefents, and difmifs'd him, without taking any 
Notice of Aid. The ylthcn'uuis, alarm'd at the 
c onfiderabJc Advantage which the Thebans had 
friiin'd over the Lacedemonians, could not dif- 
jcrnble the Umbrage and DHfatisfaclion, which fo 
fudden, and unexpected an Increafe of a neigh- 
bouring Power gave them, which might foon 
render itfelf formidable to all Greece. 

At Thebes, Epaminondas and P clop Idas had been 
elefted joint Governors of B&otia : Accordingly, 
having a Hem bled all the Troops of the Bcrotians, 
and their Allies, whofe Number daily increas'd, 
they enter'd Peloponnefus, and made Abundance of 
Places, and People revolt from the Laccdamoni- 
ans', Elis, Argos, Arcadia, and the greater}. Part 
of Laconia itfelf. Jt was then about the Winter- 
Solftice, and towards the End of the lalt Month 
of the Year j fo that, in a f'-vv Dnys, they were 
to quit their Offices ; the firtt Day of the next 
Month being aflign'd by Law, for the Rcfigna- 
tion of them to fuch as fhould be appointed their 
Succeflbrs, on Pain of Death, if they held them 
beyond that Term. Their Collegues, apprehend- 
ing the Badnefs of the Seafon, and more, the 
dreadful Confequences of infringing that Law, 
were for marching back the Army immediately 
to Thebes. Pelopidas was the firft, who, entering 
into the Opinion of Epaminondas, animated the 
Citizens, and engaged ihem to ■ ake Advantage of 
the Enemy's Alarm, and Confternation ; and to 
purfue their Enterprize, without any Regard to a 
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u4ge(ilaus a died, upon this (Xc;;fion, with ^reat 
Addrefs and VVifdom : lie looiv'd upon this irrup- 
of the Enemy, as an imp. tuou -Torrent, which 
it was not only in vain, but dangerous, to oppofg; 
whofe rapid Co urfewouJd be but of fliort Duration; 
and which, after feme Ravages, would retire, of 
itfelf: He contented himfelf, therefore, wkh dis- 
tributing his belt Troops in the Middle of the 
City, and the molt important Places, lrronsly fl- 
ouring all the Pofts : He was detcrmin'd not to 
quit the Town, nor hazard a Battle; and pe: lifted 
in that Refolution ; infenfiblc to nil the Railltrv, 
Infults, and Menaces of the Thibans • v. ho del yd 
him by Name, and cali'd upon him to defend his 
Country, who had alone been the Caufe of all its 
Sufferings, in kindling the War. 

But far greater Afflictions to Jgcfslaus, were the 
Commotions and Diforders excited within the Ci- 
ty 5 the Murmurs and Complaints of the old Men, 
in the higheft Affliction and Defpair, from being 
WunefTes of what they faw ; as well as of the Wo- 
men, who feem'd quite diftraacd, wrh hearing the 
threatning Cries of the Knemy, and feeing the 
neighbouring Country all on Fire 5 whillt the 
Flames and Smoke, which drove almoft upon 
them, feem'd to denounce a like Misfortune to 
themfelves. Whatever Courage Agijilaus might 
exprefs in his outward Behaviour, he could not fail 
ol being fenfibly affected with fo mournful an 
Object ; to which was added, the Grief of lofing 
his Reputation becaufe, having found the City 
in a moft flouri filing and powerful Conditio !, then 



Formality, from the Obfervance of which they 
might believe themfelves legally difpens'd, by 
the State itfelf $ as the Service of the State, when 
founded in Juftice, is the fovereign Law and Rule 
of the People's Obedience, 

They entered Laconia, therefore, at the Head of 
an Army of Seventy thoufand good Soldiers j of 
which the Twelfth Pa rt were not Thtbans. The 
great Reputation of the Two Genera:, was the 
Caufe, that all the Allies, ever, without Order, or 
publick Decree, obey'd them with relpcciful Si- 
lence, and march'd full of Confidence and Courage 
under their Command. It was Six hundred Years 
fince the 'Dorians had cftabliuYd themfelves at 
Laccdamon j and, in all that Time, had never feen 
an Enemy upon their Land j till then, none da- 
ring to enter their Territory, much lefs attack 
their City, though without Wails. The Thebans, 
and their Allies, Jinding a Country, till then, un- 
touched by an Enemy, ran through it with Fire 
and Sword j deftroying and plundering, as far as 
the River Eurotas, without any Oppofition what- 
foever. 

Parties had been potted to defend fome impor- 
tant Pafles. Ifcbolas, the Spartan, who commanded 
one of thefe Detachments, diftinguihYd himfelf in 
a peculiar Manner: Finding it impoflible, with 
his fmall Body of Troops, to fupport the Enemy's 
Attack, and thinking it below a Spartan to aban- 
don his Pofi, he fent back the young Men, who paminondas pafs'd at the Head of his fnfantr), fome 
were of Age, and capable of ferving their Coun- of the Spartans fhcw'd him to jigcfilausi who, ai- 
try effectually, and kept none with him, but fuch 
as were advancYI in Years : With thefe devoting 
himfelf, after the Example of Lconidas, for the 



he faw it fallen to fuch a Deg-^e in his H:;nds, 
and all its ancient Glory loft under him ! He was, 
befides, fecretly mortify 'd, at fuch a Contradiction 
ol a Boaft, he had often made, That no IVcman of 
Sparta had ever feen the Smoke of an Enemy s 
Camp. 

Whilft he was giving different Orders in the 
City, he was in form 'd, a certain Number of Mu- 
tineers had feiz'd an important Poft, with a Re- 
folution to defend themfelves in it. Agcjilaus ran 
immediately thither, as if he had been intirely 
unacquainted with their bad Defign, and faid to 
them, Comrades, it is ?iot there J fent yon. At the 
fame Time, he pointed to different Pofts, to di- 
vide them ; to which they went, believing their 
Enterprise had not been difcovcr'd. This Order, 
which he gave without Emotion, argues a great 
Prefence of Mind in jfgcjilaus; and fhews, that, in 
Times of Trouble, it is not proper to fee too 
much, that the Culpable may not want Time to 
reflect, and repent : He thought it more ad vi fa bio 
to fuppofe that fmall Troop innocent, than urge 
them to a dcclar'd Revolt, by a too rigorous En- 
quiry. 

The Eurotas was, at that Time, very much 
fwelPd, by the melting of the Snow ; and the 
Thebans found more Difficulty in palling it, than 
they expected; both by Reafon of the exrrcam 
Coldnefs of the Water, and its Rapidity. As E- 



publickGood, they fold their Lives dear; and, 
•liter having defended themfelves a long Time, 
and made a great Slaughter of their Enemies, they 
all perilled, to a Man. 



ter having obferv'd htm well, and followed him 
with his Eyes, a long Time, faid only this, O 
Man of great Deeds ! admiring the Valour that 
could undertake fuch great Things. Epaunnu/ulat 
would have been Lilad to have given Battle in i\pjt- 
ta % and to have creeled a Trophy in the Midi I of 
it : He did not, however, think proper to attempt 

the 
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*he forcing of the City; and, not being :ihlc to 
induce slgefiLius to quit ic, he chofe to retire. It 
would have been difficult for Spat ta, without Aid, 
and unfortiiy'd, to have defended it felt long a- 
gainft a victorious Army : But the wife Captain, 
who commanded it, apprehended, he fhould draw 
upon himlelf the whole Force of *Pcloponnejus\ 
and iHll more, that he (hould excite the Jealoufy 
of all the Greeks, who would never have have par- 
doned his dertroying fo powerful a Rcpublick; and 
pi Hi fig out (as Ltfti mis fays) one of' the Eyes of' 
Greece, as a lirft El lay of his Skill : He confin'd 
himfelf, therefore, to the Glory of having hum- 
bled the proud Spartans, whofe Laconick Language 
added new Haughtinefs to their Commands ; and 
of having reduced them to the Neceility (as he 
boafted himfelf) of enlarging their Stile, and 
lengthening Monofyllables : At his Return, he 
again waited the Country. 

In this Expedition, the Thcbans again formed 
Jrcadia into one Body ; and took ISleJfenia from 
the par tans, who had been in Polfcflion of it al- 
moft three Centuries, after having expell'd all its 
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Inhabitants. It was a Country equal in Extent to 
Laconia, and as fertile as the belt Lands in Greece. 
Its ancient Inhabitants, who were difpers'd in dif- 
ferent Regions of Greece, Italy \ and Sicily, on 
the flrll Notice given them, return'd with in- 
credible Joy 5 animated by the Love of their Coun- 
try, natural to all Men ; and almoft as much, by 
their Hatred of the Spa* tuns, which the Number 
of Years had only increas'd : They built them- 
felves a City, which, from the ancient Name, was 
call'd y.tjjene. Amongit the fad Events of this 
War, none gave the Lacedemonians more fenflble 
Difpleafure; or rather, a more lively Grief; be- 
cause, from immemorial Time, an irreconcilable 
Enmity had fubfifted between Sparta and MejferUy 
which could not be extinguifh'd but in the final 
Ruin of the one, or the other* 

Polybius mentions a flagrant Error, which had 
always been obferv'd in the Conduct of the Mejfe- 
niatiSy with Regard to Sparta, which was the Caufe 
of all their Misfortunes : It was their too great 
Solicitude for the prefentTranquility ; and through 
an exceilive Love of Peace, their neglecting the 
Means of making it fure and lafting. Two of 
the moft powerlul States of Greece were their 
Neighbours ; the Orcadians, and Lacedamonians. 
The latter, from their firlt Settlement in the Coun- 
try, had declar'd open War againit them 5 the 
others, on the contrary, always join'd with them, 
and enrcr'd into all their Intcrefts : But the Mejfc- 
nians had neither the Courage to oppofe, with For- 
titude and Conltancy, their violent, and irrecon- 
cileahlc Enemies \ nor the Prudence, to treat, with 
due Regard, their faithful and affectionate Allies. 
When the two Nations, either made War upon one 
another, or carry 'd their Arms el fe where, the Mef- 
fmian\ 9 litclc mindful of the future, and regarding 
"only their prefent Repole, made it a Rule, never 
to cfpoufe the Caufe of one Side, or the other, 
and to obferve an exact Neutrality. Ac fuch a 
Time, they congratulated themfelvcs upon their in 
Wifdom and Succefs, in retaining their Trancmi- he 



fupportcd by sillies, and incapable of defendin.. 
themfelvcs, chey redue'd them to fubmit, either 
to the Yoke of a fevcre Subjection, or banifh them- 
felvcs from their Country : And this was feverai 
Times their Cafe. They ought to have- reflected 
fays Poljbius, that, as there is nothing more deli* 
rable, or advantageous, than a Peace, founded in 
Juftice and Honour ; fo there is nothing more 
fhamefuJ, and, at the fame Time, more pernicious 
than a Peace obtain'd by bad Meafures, and r> n r 
chas'd at the Price of Liberty. 

It might be expected, the two Tbeban Captains, 
on their Return to their Country, after fuch me- 
morable Actions, would have been receiv'd with 
eneral Applaufe, and all poffible Honours con- 
err'd upon them. Inilead of which, they were 
both fummon'd to anfwer, as Criminals againft 
the State ; in having, contrary to the Law, where- 
by they were obliged to refign their Command to 
new Officers, retain'd it four Months beyond the 
appointed Term 5 during which Time, they had 
executed in Meflcnia, Jdcadia, and Laconia> all 
thofe great Things, of which we have been fpeak- 
ing. 

A Behaviour of this Kind is furprizing, and 
the Recital cannot be read without a fecret Indig- 
nation : But, fuch a Conduct had a very plaufible 
Foundation. The zealous A flertors of a Liberty 
lately regain'd, were apprehenfive the Example 
might prove very pernicious, in authorizing fome 
other Magiftrate to maintain himfelf in Command 
beyond the eftablifti'd Term; and, confequently 
to turn his Arms againft his Country. It is not to 
be doubted, bur the Romans would have acted in 
the fame Manner , j, if they were fo fevere, 
to put an Officer to Death, for giving Battle, with- 
out Orders from his General, though victorious; 
how would they have behav'd to a General, who 
fhould have continued four Months in the fupream 
Command, contrary to the Laws, and upon his 
own Authority ? 

Pelopidas was cited the firft before the Tribunal : 
He defended himfelf with lefs Fortitude and Greac- 
nefs of Mind, than was expected from a Man of 
his Character, by Nature, warm and fiery. That 
Valour, haughty, and intrepid in Fight, forfook 
him before the Judges : His Air, and Difcourfe, 
which had fomeching timid, and creeping in it, 
denoted a Man who was afraid of Death ; and did 
not, in the leaft, incline the Judges in his Favour; 
who acquitted him not without Difficulty. Epa- 
mi?iondas appcar'd, and fpoke, with a quite dif- 
ferent Air, and Tone : He prefented himfelf in 
the Face of Danger, without Emotion : Inftead of 
juftifying himfelf, he made a Panegyrick upon 
his Actions ; and repeated, with a Dignity of 
Style, in what Manner he had ravaged Lacoma, 
re-cttabliuYd Mejfenia, and re-united Arcadia in 
one Body : He concluded with faying, he fliould 
die with PJcafure, if the Thcbans would yield to 
him the fole Glory of thofe Actions; and declare; 
he had done rhem by his own Authority, and 
without their Participation. All the Voices were 
in his Favour ; and he returned from hisTryal, as 
1 was accuttom'd to return from Battle, with 



I icy, whilir their Neighbours all round them were-* Glory, and univerfal AppUmfe : Such Dignity has 
involv'd in Trouble and Confufion : But tbisTran- true Valour, that it/ in a Manner, feizes the Ad- 



quility was not of long Duration : The Laccda- 
mottiiWi, having fubduVi their Knemies, fell upon 
them with all their Forces ; and finding them un- 



mi ration or' Mankind by Force. 

Hip was, by Nature, defign'd for great Action*.'; 
and every Thing he did, had an Air of Grandeur *■ 



jn 



PERSIANS and GRECIANS. 



4.05 



ji, it: His Enemies, with Dcfign to affront him, 
got him elected Telearch ; an Office, very unwor- 
thy of a Perfon ^of his Merit. He did not, how- 
ever, think it di /honoured him, and faid, that he 
v/puld demonstrate, that the Office did not only 
Jheiv the Man who bore it, but the Man affo the Of- 
fice. He accordingly raifed that Employment to 
very great Dignity, which before confifted only 
in taking Care, that the Streets were kept clean, 
the Dirt carried away, and the Drains and com- 
mon Sewers in good Order. 

In the mean while, the Lacedamonians, having 
every Thing to fear from an Enemy, whom the 
late Succefles had render'd ftill more haughty and 
enterprizing than ever ; and feeing themfelves 
expofed, every Moment, to a new Irruption, had 
Recourfe to the Athenians, and fenc Deputies to 
them, to implore their Aid. Th« Perfon who 
fpoke, began with defcribing, in the moft pathc- 
tick Terms, the deplorable Condition, and ex- 
treme Danger, to which Sparta was reduced. He 
defcribed the infolent Haughtinefs of the Theba?is, 
and their ambitious Views, which tended to no- 
thing lefs than the Empire of all Greece. He in- 
finuaced what, in Particular, Athens had to fear, 
if they were fuffer'd to extend their Power by the 
daily Encreafc of Allies, who join'd their Party, 
and augmented their Forces. He call'd to Mind 
the happy Times, in which the ftrict Union be- 
twixt Athens and Sparta^ had preferved Greece, to 
the equal Glory of each People , and concluded 
with laying, how great an Honour it would be 
to the Athenian Name, to relieve a City, its an- 
cient Friend and Ally, which, more than once, 
had generoully facrificed itfelf for the common In- 
terest and Safety. 

The Athenians could not deny all that the De- 

?uty advanced in his Difcourfe j but at the fame 
ime they had not forgot the bad Treatment, 
which they had fuffered from the Spartans, on 
more than one Occafion j and efpecially fince the 
Defeat of Sicily. However, their Com paffion for 
the unhappy Condition of Sparta, carry 'd it againft 
the Senfc or former Injuries, and determined them 
to aflift the Lacedamonians with all their Forces. 
Sometime after, the Deputies of feveral States be- 
ing affembled at Athens, a League and Confederacy 
was concluded againft the *lhebans % conformably 
to the Treaty of Ant ale ides > and the Intention of 
the King of .Tcrjia,^ who continually made In- 
ftanccs for its Execution. 

A flight Advantage gain'd by the Spartans over 
their Enemies, raifed them from the Dejection 
under which they had till then labour'd ; as it ge* 
ncrally happens, when, in a mortal Diftemper, 
the leaft Glimpfc of a Recovery revives Hope, 
and rocals Joy. Archidamus, fon of Agcfilaus, 
having received Aid from Dio?iyfus the Tou»qer, 
Tyrant of Sicily, put himfelf at the Head of his 
Troops, and defeated the Arcadians in a Battle, 
called, the Battle without Tears, becaufe he did 
not lofe a Man, and IciJl'd a great Number of the 
Enemy. The Spartans before had been fo much 



aceuttomYJ to conquer, that they became infenfible 
of the JMeufure of Victory : But when the News of 
this Battle arrived, and they fa w Archidamus re- 
turn victorious, they could not contain their Joy, 
nor keep within the City. His Father was the firft 
that went out to meet him, weeping with Joy and 
Teiulemcl:; : 1 le was follow \\ by the great Officers 



and Magiftrates : Then Crowds of old Men and 
Women came down as far as the River, lifting 
up their Hands to Heaven, and returning Thar,!;* 
to God, as if this Action had obliterated the Shame 
of Sparta, and chit they began to fee thofe happy 
Days again, in which the Spartan Glory and Re- 
putation had rofe fo high. 

Philifcus, who had been font, by the King of 
Pcrjia, to reconcile the Grecian States, was ar- 
rived at JDelp bos, whither he iummon'd their De- 
puties to repair: The God was not at all confulceu 
in the Affair, which was difculfed in that Alfem- 
bly. The Spartans demanded, that Mcjjene, and 
its Inhabitants, fhould return to their Obedience, 

and Subjection to them. Upon the 'Tbckans Re- 
fufal to comply with that Demand, the Atfembly 
broke up, and Philifcus retired ; after having lerr. 
considerable Sums of Money with the Lacedemo- 
nians, for levying Troops, and carrying on the 
War. Sparta, reduced and humbled by its Loifcs, 
was no longer the Object of the Per fans Fear or 
Jealoufy ; out Thebes, victorious and triumphant, 
gave them juft Caufe of Appreher.lion. 

To form a League againft Thebes with better 
AfTurance, the Allies had fent Deputies to the 
Great King : The 'L'hebans, on their Side, deputed 
Pelopidas y an extremely wife Choice; from the 
great Reputation of the Embaflador, which is no 
indifferent Circumftance, to promote the Succefs 
of a Negotiation. The Battle of Letlura had made 
him renown'd in the remoceft Provinces of AJia. 
When he arrived at the Court, and appear'd a- 
mongft the Princes and Nobility, they cried our, 
in Admiration of him, This is he, who deprived 
the Lacedaemonians 0/ their Empire by Sea and 
Land, and reduced Sparta to confine itfelf betwee?i 
the Eurotas and Taygetus ; which not long Jince 9 
under the Conduct of Agefilaus, threatened nothing 
lefs than to invade us in Sufa and Ecbatana. 

Artaxerxes, extremely plcafed with his Arrival $ 
paid him extraordinary Honours, and piqued him- 
felf upon extolling him highly before the Lords of 
his Court: This lie did, indeed, partly, out of 
Regard to his great Merit, but much more out of 
Vanity and Self-love ; and to infinuate to his Sub- 
jects, that the greatest and moft illuftrious Perfon s 
made their Court to him, and paid Homage to his 
Power and good Fortune. But after having ad- 
mitted him to Audience, and heard his Difcourfe, 
more nervous in his Senfc, than that of the Athe- 
nian Embafladors, and more concife than the La- 
cedamonians, which is faying a great deal, he 
efteem'd him more than ever ; and, as it is com- 
mon with Kings, who arc but little accuftom'd to 
Conftraint, he did not diflemble his extreme Re- 
gard for him, and his Preference of him to all the 

reft. 

^Pelopidas, like an able Politician, had rep re - 
fentcd to that Monarch, how much it was the In- 
tercft of his Crown* to protect an infant Power, 
which had never born Arms againft the 'Perfians ; 
and which, in forming a Ballancc between Sparta 
and Athens, might be able to make an ufeful Di- 
vcriion againft thofe Republicks, the perpetual 
and irreconcileablc Enemies of the Pc^fians ; and 
who had, not long before, done them fo much 
Damage, and caufed them fo much Uneafinefs. 
Timagoras, the Aithcnian, was the beft received 

next to him} becaufe, being pailtonately defirous 
of humbling 5 'part a, and, at the fame Time, of 

5 Iv pleali iur 
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pleating the King, he did not appear avcrfe to 
the Views of 'i'clopidas. 

The King having prelfed Pelopidas Co explain 
what Favours he had to ask of him, he demanded, 
<f To have Mejjcnc continue tree and exempt from 
" the Yoke of tpat ia \ the AthenianGMeys, which 
i( were failed to in felt the Coalts of Bceotia, re- 
" call'd, or War declared againlt Athens j and to 
4 < have thole, who would not come into the .League* 
" or march againlt fuch as fhould oppofe it, at- 
«< tack'd firft."' All which was decreed, and the 
Thtbans declared Friends and Allies of the King; 
whereupon Leon, Coll eg ue to Timagoras> faid, 
loud enough to be heard by that Prince , j4thc?is 
has nothing now to do, but to find fame other Ally. 

Pelopidas, having obtain'd all he deiired, left 
the Court, without accepting any more of the 
Kind's many Prefenfs, than what was necefTary, 
as a Token of his Favour and Good-will 5 and 
this aggravated the Complaints which were made 
againlt the other Grecian Embaifadors, who were 
not fo referred, and fcrupulous in Point of Inte- 
relt. One of thofe fent by the Arcadians, faid, 
on his Return home, that he had feen many Slaves 
at the King's Court, but no Men. He added, 
that all his Magnificence was no more than a 
tain Ollencacion ; and that the fo much boafted 
Plantain of Gold, which was valued at fo high 
a Price, had not Shade enough under it for a 
Grafs- hopper. 

Of all the Deputies, Timagoras hnd received the 
molt Prefer; cs : He did not only accept of Gold 
and Silver, but of a magnificent Bed, and Slaves 
to make it > the Greeks not fceming to him expert 
enough in that Office ; which fhews, that Sloth 
and Luxury were little in Fafhion at Athens. He 
received alio twenty- four Cows, with Slaves Co 
take Care of them; as having Occalion to drink 
Milk for fome Indifpotition. LaftJy, at his De- 
parture, he was carried in a Chair to the Sea-fide, 
at the King's Expence, who gave four Talents 
for that Service. His CoIIegue Leon, on their 
Arrival at Athens, accufed him of not having any 
Communication with him, and of having join'd 
with Pelopidas in every Thing: Accordingly he 
was brought to a Trial, and condemned to Ueath. 

it does appear, however, that the Acceptance 
of Prefents incenfed the Athenians mod: againft 
Timagoras. For Epi crates, a limplc Porter, who 
had been at the Pafian Court, and had alfo re- 
ceived Prefenrs j having faid, in a full Aifembly, 
that he was of Opinion, that a Decree ought to 
pafs, by which, in Ik-ad of the nine sltchons an- 
nually elected, nine Ambairadors mould be chofen 
out of the pooreft of the People, to be fent to 
the King, in order to their being enriched by the 
Voyage ; the Aflcmbiy only laughed, and made 
a Jell of ir. But what offended them molt, was 
the Thtbans having obtained all they demanded : 
In which, fays Plutatch, they did not duly con- 
Jider the great Reputation of Pelopidas ; nor com- 
prehend, how much Irronger and efficacious that 
was in perfuading, than all the Harangues and 
rhetorical Flourilhcs of the other Ambaifadors; 
efpecially with a Prince, accuftorrTd to carefs, and 
and comply with, the rtrongeii ; as the Thchans 
undoubtedly were at that Time ; and who, betides, 
was not forry to humble Sparta and Athens, the 
ancient and mortal hinemics of his Throne. 



The Efteem and Regard of the Thebans for TV 
lop das was not a little augmented by the good 
Succefs of this Embalfyj which had procured the 
Freedom of Greece, and the Re-efhbli/hment of 
AJeJjfene, and he was extremely applauded for his 
Conduct at his Return. 

But Theffalia was the Theatre, where the Bra- 
very of Pelopidas made the greater!: Figure; in 
the Expedition of the Thebans againft Alexander, 
Tyrant of Phera. We fliall, therefore, relate it 
entire ; and unite, in one Point of View, all which 
regards that great Event ; without any other In- 
terruption, than the Journey of Pelopidas into Ma- 
cedonia, to appeafe the Troubles of that Court. 

The reduced Condition of Sparta and Athens 9 
who for many Years had lorded it over all Greece, 
either jointly, or feparately, had infpired fome 
of their Neighbours with a Defire of lupplanting 
thofe Cities ; and given Birth to the Hope of fuc- 
ceeding them in the Pre-eminence. A Power had 
rifen up in Thejfaly, which began to grow formi- 
bable : Jafon, Tyrant of Pher<£ y had been de- 
clared Generalliflimo of the Theffalians, by the 
Confent of the People of that Province ; and it was 
to his Merit, univerfally known, he owed that 
Dignity. He was at the Head of an Army of ten 
thoufand Horfe, and twenty thoufand heavy arm'd 
Foot, without reckoning the light arm'd Soldiers ; 
and might have undertaken any Thing, with fuch 
a Body of difci plin'd and intrepid Troops, who 
had an entire Confidence in the Valour and Con. 
duel: of their General : But Death prevented his 
Deiigns, he was aflaffinated by fome Perfons who 
had confpired his Deftru&ion. 

His two Brothers, Tolydorus and Tolyphron, were 
fubftituted in his Place ; the latter of whom killed 
the other, for the Sake of reigning alone ; and was 
foon after killed himfeift by Alexander of Pher<z ; 
who fcized the Tyranny, under the Pretence of 
revenging the Death of Po/ydorus his Father: A- 
gainft him Pelopidas was fent. 

As this Tyrant made open War upon feveral 
People of Thejfaly, and was fecrctly plotting to fub- 
jecl them all, the Citizens fent Embafladors to 
'Thebes, to demand Troops, and a General. Epa* 
minondas being then crnploy'd in Pcloponnejus, 
Pelopidas took upon himfelr the Charge of this 
Expedition. He fet out for Tbcjjhly with an Army, 
made himfelf Matter of Larijja, and obliged A- 
lexander to come and make hisSubrniftion to him. 
He there endeavoured, by mild Ufage and Fricnd- 
fhip, to change his Difpotition i and from a Tyrant, 
to render him a juft and human Prince $ but find- 
ing him incorrigible, and of unexampled Bruta- 
lity; and hearing new Complaints every Day of 
his Cruelty, debauch'd Life, and infaujble Ava- 
rice ; he began to treat him with warm Reproofs 
and Menaces. The Tyrant, alarm'd at fuch Ufagc, 
withdrew fecrctly with his Guard; and Pelopidas^ 
leaving the Thtjj'alians in Security from any of his 
Attempts, and in good Underftanding with each 
other, fet out for Macedonia, where hid Prefencc 
had been defired. 

A f my nt as 11. who was lately dead, and had left 
I Hue three legitimate Children, Alexander, Per- 
dice as, and Philip; with one natural i-on, called 
Ptolemy. Alexander reigned but one Year, and 
was fucceeded by Perdiecas, with whom hi;» Bro- 
ther Ptolemy tli/puted the Crown. The two Bro- 
thers 
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thcrs in viced Pelopidas, to be the Arbitrator and 
Judge of their Quarrel, or to engage him to take 
his Part, who had been injured by the other. 

pelopidas was no fooner arrived, than he put an 
juid to all Difputes, and recalPd thofe who had 
bt»en banifh'd by either Party : Having taken Phi- 
Zip, the Brother of Per dicas, and thirty other Chil- 
dren of the nobleft Families of Macedonia, for 
Hoftages, he carried them to Thebes j to mew the 
Greeks how far the Authority of the The bans ex- 
tended, from the Reputation of their Arms, and 
an entire Confidence in their Juftice and Fidelity. 
It was this 'Philip, who was Father of Alexander 
the Great ; and afterwards made War upon the 
Greeks, and fubjefted them to his Power. 

The Troubles and Factions began again in Ma- 
donia, fome Years after 5 being occafioned by the 
Death of Tcrdiccas, who was killed in a Battle. 
The Friends of the Deceased calPd in Pelopidas j 
who being defirous to get there before *ttohmy 
could execute his Defigns, (who made new Efforts 
to eftablifh himfelf upon the Throne) and not 
having an Army, raifed fome -mercenary Troops 
in Halle, with whom he march'd againft him. 
When they were near each other, Qtolemy found 
Means to corrupt thofe mercenary Soldiers by 
Prcfents of Money, and to bring them over to his 
Side. At the fame Time, being awed by the 
Reputation and Name of Telopidas, he presented 
himfelf to him as his Superior and Matter $ had 
Recourfe to Carefles and Entreaties ; and promifed, 
in the moft folemn Manner, to hold the Crown 
only as Guardian to the Son of the Deceafed ; and 
to acknowledge as Friends, and Enemies, all who 
were fo to the Thebans : BciRdcs which, as a Secu- 
rity for his Performance, he gave his Son <Pbj- 
loxenus, and fifty other Children, to be educated 
with him, as Hoftages $ whom Pelopidas fenc to 
Thebes. 
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The Treachery of the mercenary Soldiers ran 
very much in his Thoughts: He was inform'd, 
that they had fent the greateft Part of their Effects, 
with their Wives and Children, into the City 
Pharfalus, and conceived it a fair Oport unity of 
being revenged of them for their Perfidy. He, 
therefore, drew together fome Ihejfalian Troops, 
and march'd to Pharfalus ; where he was fcarce ar- 
rived, before Alexander, the Tyrant, advanced a- 
gainft him with a powerful Army. However, 
Pelopidas, who had been appointed Embaflador 
to him, believing that he came only to to juftify 
himfelf, and to anfwer the Complaints of the The- 
hans> went to him ? with none but Ifmenius in his 
Company ; and without any Precaution. He was 
not ignorant of his being an impious Wretch, 
both Void of Faith and Honour ; but he imagin'd, 
that his Rcfpeft for Thebes, and Regard to his 
Dignity and Reputation, would prevent him from 
attempting any Thing againft his Perfon. He 
was miftaken ; for the Tyrant, feeing them alone, 
and unarm'd, made them both Prifoners, and feiz- 



cd Pharfalus. 

Polybim blames, extremely, the Imprudence of 
Pelopidas upon this Occafiou : There are, fays he, 
J 'J. Society, certain Atfurances, and, as it were, 
lies of mutual Faith, upon which one may rea- 
lonably rely: Such are the Sanctity of Oaths ; the 
' k'dges of Wives and Children, delivered as Ho- 
||agus; and above all, the Confiftency of the pair, 
Conduct of thole, with whom one Treats : When, 



notwithftanding thefe Motives for our Confidence, 
we are deceived, it is a Misfortune, but not a 
Fault: But to truft on's felf to a known Traitor, 
a reputed Villain, is certainly an unpardonable 
Inftance of Imprudence, and Temerity. 

So black a Perfidy fill'd the Subjects of Alexander 
with Terror and Diftruft 5 becaufe they very much 
fufpe&ed, that after fo flagrant an Injuftice, and 
fo daring a Crime, the Tyrant would fpare no- 
body j and would look upon himfelf, on all Oc- 
cafions, and with all Sorts of People, as a Man in 
Defpair, that needed no farther Regard to his 
Conduct and Actions. When the News was brought 
to Thebes, the Thebans, incenfed at fo vile an In- 
fult, immediately fent an Army into Ihejjaly, 
and, as they were difpleafed with Epaminondas, 
upon the groundlefs Suspicion, of his having been 
too favourable to the Lacedaemonians, upon a cer- 
tain Occasion, they nominated other Generals 5 fo 
that he ferved, in this Expedition, only as a pri- 
vate Man. The Love of his Country, and of the 
publick Good, extinguifhed all Rcfentment in the 
Heart of that great Man - 3 and would not permit 
him, as is too common, to abandon its Service, 
for any Pique of Honour, or perfonal Difcontent. 

In the mean While, the Tyrant carry'd Pelopi- 
das to Phera, and made a Shew of him to all the 
World, at firft ; imagining that fuch a Treatment 
would humble his Pride, and abate his Courage. 
But Pelopidas, feeing the Inhabitants of Phera in 
great Confirmation, never ceafed to comfort, and 
advife them not to defpair , affuring them, that 
it would not be long before the Tyrant would be 
fully punifh'd : Befides, he caufed him to be told, 
that it was as imprudent as unjuft, to torture, and 
put to Death, every Day, fo many innocent Citi- 
zens, who had never done him any Wrong ; and 
to fpare his Life, who, he well knew, would no 
fooner be out of his Hands, than he would punifh 
him as his Crimes defer ved. Hereupon, the Ty- 
rant, aftonifti'd at his Greatnefs or Soul, fent to 
ask him, why he took fo much Pains for Death ? 
It is, anfwer'd the illuftrious Prifoner, that thou 
ma y$ perijh the fooner, for being ft ill mor detefl- 
able to the Gods and Men. 

From that Time the Tyrant gave Orders, that 
no-body fhould fee or fpeak to him : But Thebe his 
Wife, the Daughter or Jafo?i, who had alfo been 
Tyrant of Phera, having heard of the Fortitude 
and Courage of Pelopidas, from thofe who guarded 
him, having a Cunofity to fee and converfe with 
him, Alexander could not refufe her his PermiiTion. 
He loved her tenderly, (if a Tyrant may be fa id 
to love any one : ) But notwithstanding that Ten- 
dernefs, he treated her with great Severity, and 
was in a perpetual Diftruft, even of her. He never 
went to her Apartment, without a Slave before 
him, with a naked Sword in his Hand ; and fend- 
ing fome of his Guard to fearch every Coffer, for 
concealed Ponyards. Wretched Prince, cries CV- 
cero, who could confide more in a Slave, and a 
Barbarian, than in his own Wife \ 

Thebe then, having fuch a Dcfire to fee Pelopi* 
das y went to the Prilon, and found him in a lad 
Condition j being drefs'd in a poor Habit, with 

ir and Beard neglected, and void of every 
that might comfort him in his Diftre/s. 




Not being able to refrain from Tears at fuch a 
Sight, Ah unfortunate Pelopidas, fa id (he, how I 
lament your poor Wife I No, Thcbc, reply'd he, 
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it is yourfelf you JiouU lament ; who can fuff^r 
fuch a Motifter, us Alexander, without being his 
'Prifoner. Thefe Words touch'd Tkebc to the Quick ; 
for it was with extreme Reluctance ihe fupported 
the Tyrant's Cruelty, Violence, and infamous 
Way of Living. Prom whence, going often to 
fee pelopidas, and frequently bewailing before him 
the Injuries fhe fuffer'd, fhe daily conceived new 
Abhorrence for her Husband, whilft Hatred, and 
the Defire of Revenge, grew ftrong in her Heart. 

The Theban Generals, who had enter'd Thefaly, 
did nothing there, and were obliged, by their In- 
capacity and ill Conduct, to abandon the Country. 
The Tyrant purfued them in their Retreat, har- 
rafled them fhamefully, and kill'J Abundance of 
their Troops. The whole Army had been defeat- 
ed, if the Soldiers had not obliged Epambiondas, 
who ferved as a private Man amongft them, to 
take upon him the Command. Epaminondas, at 
the Head of the Cavalry and light-arm'd Foot, 
pofted himfclf in the Rear-guard j where, fome- 
times fuftaining the Enemy's Attacks, ,and fome- 
times charging them in his Turn, he accompliftVd 
the Retreat with Succefs, and preferved the Bao- 
tians : The Generals, upon their Return, were 
each of them fin'd ten thoufand Drachm at a, and 
Epaminondas fubitituted in their Place. As the 
publick Good was his fole View, he overlook'd 
the injurious Treatment, and Kind of Affront 
which had been done him ; and had a full Amends, 
from the Glory that attended fo generous and dif- 
interefted a Conduct. 

Some Days after, he march'd at the Head of the 
Army into Thcjjaly ; whither his Reputation had 
preceded him. " It had fp read already both Terror 
and Joy through the whole Country * Terror a- 
mongft the Friends of the Tyrant, whom the very 
Name of Epaminondas difmay'd $ and Joy amonglt 
the People, from the Aflurance of being fpeedily 
deliver'd from the Yoke of the Tyranny, and the 
Tyrant punilh'd for all his Crimes. But Epami- 
nondas, preferring the Safety of Pehpidas, to his 
own Glory, inftead of pulhing the War on vigo- 
roufly, as he might have done, chofe rather to 
protraft it ; from the Apprehenfion that the Ty- 
rant, if reduced to Defpair, like a Wild-beait, 
would turn his whole Rage againft his Prifoner. 
For he knew the Violence and Brutality of his 
Nature \ which would hearken neither to Reafon 
nor Juftice; and that he cook Delight in burying 
Men alive i that fome he covcr'd with the Skins 
of Bears and wild Boars j that his Dogs might tear 
them in Piece:, or that he might fliooc them with 
Arrous: Thefe were his frequent Sports and Di- 
verfiohb. In the Cities of Melibaa and Scotufa, 
which were in Alliance with him, he called an 
Aflcmbly of the Citizens j and cau/ing them to be 
furrounded by his Guards, he order'd the Throats 
of all their Youth to be cut in his Prefence. 

Hearing, one Day, a famous A&or perform a 
Part, in the Troadcs of Euripides, he fuddenly 
went out of the Theatre; but, font to the Actor 
to tell him, not to be under any Apprchenfiofi 
upon that Account i for his leaving the Place was 
not. from any Difcontent in regard to him, but 
Ix'caufe he was afham'd to let the Citizens fee 
him weep the Misfortunes of Hecuba and Andto- 
maikt, who had cut fo many of their Throats, 
without ait) Com pa Hi on. 

Tli'.J'igh he v. as Jitilc fufccptibJe of Pity, he 



was much fo of Fear, at this Time: Difmay'd ;■*; 
the fudden Arrival of Epaminondas, and aw'd by 
his great Reputation, he made Hafte to difpatca 
Perions to him, with Apologies for his Conduit. 
Epaminondas could not fuffer, that the Thebans 
Ihould make either Peace or Alliance with fo wick- 
ed a Man : He only granted him a Truce for thirty 
Days, and after having got Pelopidas and Ifmmius 
out of his Hands, he retired with his Troops. 

Fear is not a Matter, whofe LefTons make any- 
deep and lafting Impreffion upon the Mind of 
Man : The Tyrant of Phera foon return'd to his 
ufual Practices : He ruin'd feveral Cities of Thef 
faly y and put Garrifons into chofe of Phthia, jfchaa, 
and Magnejia* Thofe Cities fenc Deputies to 
Thebes, to demand a Body of Troops, praying 
that the Command of them might be given to 
Pelopidas ; which was granted. He was upon the 
Point of fetting out, when there happen'd a fud- 
den Ecliple of the Sun, by which, the City of 
Thebes was darken a! at No on- day : The Dread and 
Con ft er nation was general. Pelopidas knew very 
well that this Accident had nothing more than na- 
tural in it ; but he did not think ic proper for him 
to expofe feven thoufand Thebans againft their 
Will, nor to compel them to march in the Terror 
and Apprehenfion with which he perceived they 
were feized. He therefore went himfelf with the 
Thejfalians alone, and taking with him three hun- 
dred Horfe of fuch Thebans and Strangers as would 
follow him, he departed, contrary to the Prohi- 
bition of the Sooth fay ers, and the Opinion of the 
moft wife and capable. 

He was perfonally animated againft Alexander; 
in Refentment of the Injuries he had received from 
him : What Thebe his Wife had faid, and he him- 
felf knew, of the general Difcontent in Regard 
to the Tyrant, gave him Hopes of finding great 
Divifions in his Court, and an univerfal Dilpofi- 
tion to Revolt. But his ftrongeft Motive was, 
the Beauty and Grandeur of the Action itfelf : 
For his fole Defire and Ambition was, tofliew all 
Greece, that at the fame Time the Lacedamonians 
fent Generals and Officers to Dionyjius the Tyrant ; 
and the Athenians, on their Part, were in a Man- 
ner in the Pay of Jllexandsr, to whom they had 
creeled a Statue of Brafs, as to their Benefactor ; 
rhe Thebans were che only People, that declared 
open War againft Tyranny ; and endeavour'd to 
exterminate, from among the Greeks, all unjuft 
and violent Government. 

After having aflembled therefore, his Army at 
Pharfalus, he march'd againft the Tyrant ; who, 
being apprized that Pelopidas had but few The- 
bans, and knowing that his own Infantry was twice 
as ftrong as that of the Theffalians, advanced to 
meet him : Neverthelcfs, Pelopidas, on being 
told, that Alexander approach'd with a great 
Army, reply 'd ; So much the better, we Jhall beat 
the greater Number. 

Near the Place, called Cynocephalus, there were 
veryjhigh and fteep Hills, which lay in the Midi* 
of a Plain; and both Armies were" in Motion to 
feize that Poft with their Foot, when Velopidai 
ordered his Cavalry to charge that of che Enemy- 
The Horfe of Pelopidas broke thofe of che Tyrant* 
hut whilft the/ purfued them upon the Plain, 
lexander appeared fuddenly upon the Tops ol tlitf 
Hills, having outftript the 7 heffalians \ and fall- 
ing fiercely upon fuch ay endeavoured to force choJt? 
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d Fences, kill'd the foremoft, and re- 
puls'd the others, whom their Wounds obliged co 
give Way : Pelopidas, feeing this, rccall'd his 
j-iorfe, and giving them Orders to attack the E- 
iiemy's Foot, he took his Buckler, and ran to 
thofe, who fought upon the Hills. 

He prefently made Way through his Infantry, 
and pailing, in a Moment, from the Rear to the 
Front, he reviv'd his Soldiers Vigour and Courage; 
in fuch a Manner, as made the Enemies believe 
themfelves attack'd by frefh Troops. They fup- 
ported two or three Charges with great Resoluti- 
on : But, rinding the Infantry of Pelopidas conti- 
nually gain'd Ground, and his Cavalry returned 
from the Purfuit to fupport them, they began to 
give Way, and retir'd ilowly, ilill making Head, 
in their Retreat. Pelopidas, then, feeing the whole 
Army of the Enemy, from the Top of the Hills, 
which, though it was not yet actually put to 
Flight, began to break, and was in great Difor- 
der, llopp'd, for fome Time, and look'd about 
every- where for Alexander* 

Affoon as he pcrceiv'd him upon his Right 
Wing, rallying, and encouraging his mercenary 
Soldiers, he could no longer contain himfelf 5 but, 
fir'd with that View, and abandoning to his fole 
Refentment the Care of his Life, and the Conduct 
of the Battle, he got a great Way before his Bat- 
talions, and ran forwards with all his Force, cal- 
ling upon, and defying, Alexander. The Tyrant 
made no Anfwcr to his Defiance; but, not daring 
to wait his coming up, withdrew to hide him felt" 
amongft his Guards : That Battalion Handing firm 
for fome Time* Pelopidas broke the firft Ranks, 
and kill'd molt Part of the Guards upon the Spot. 
The Reft continuing the Fight at a Diftance, per 
netrated his Arms, at length, and darted their Ja- 
velins into his Breaft. The Thejfalians, alarm'd 
at the Danger in which they faw him, made all 
the Halre they could from the Tops of the Hills 
to his AlTiftance ; but, he was fallen dead, when 
they arriv'd : However, the Infantry, and the The- 
ban Horfe, returning to the Fight againft the 
Enemy's main Body, put them to Flight, and 
purfued them a great Way ; and the Plain was 
cover'd with dead Bodies ; for, more than Three 
Thoufand of the Tyrant's Troops were kill'd. 

This Action of 'Pelopidas, though it was evi- 
dently the Effect of a moft extraordinary Valour, 
is inexcufable, and has been generally condemned* 
becaufe there is no true Valour without Wifdom 
and Prudence. The greateft Courage is cool and 
fedace : It fpares itfelf where it ought ; and ex- 
pofes itfelf when the Occafion makes it neceffary: 



A General ought to fee every Thing, and have 
every Thing in his Thoughts : To be in a Condi- 
tion to apply the proper Remedy on all Occafions, 
he muft not throw himfclf into the Danger of be- 
ing cut off, and of caufing the Lofs of the Army, 
by his Death. 

Euripides, after having fa id, in one of his 
Pieces, that it is moft glorious for the General of 
an Army, to obtain the Victory, by taking Care 

his own Life, adds; " If it be neceffury for 
" him to die, it muft be when he refigna his 

Life into the Hands of Virtue;" to ngnify, 
f hat only Virtue, not PafTion, Anger, or Revenge, 
hay a Right over the Life of a General ; and the 
hi'ft Duty of Valour is to preserve him who pre- 
krvea others. 



It is in this Senfe, the Repartee of Tiuothcus fa 
fo juit and eftimable : When Chares fliew'd the 
Athenians the Wounds he had rceciv'd, uhilft he 
was their General, and his Shield pierced through 
with a Pike : «« And for me (/aid Timotheus) 
when I befieged Samos, I was much afham'd to 
* c fee a Dart fall very near me, as having expos'd 
« c myfelf, like a young Man, without Noceffity; 
" and more than was confident for the General of 
u fo great an Army." Hannibal, certainly, can- 
not be fufpedted of Fear ; and yet it has been ob- 
ferv'd, that, in the great Number of Battles he 
fought, he never receiv'd any Wound, except only 
at the Siege of Saguntum. It is, therefore, not 
without Reafon, Pelopidas is reproach 'd, wich ha- 
ving facrifie'd all his other Virtues to his Valour^ 
by fuch a Prodigality of his Life ; and dying ra- 
ther for himfelf than his Country. 

Never was Captain more regretted than him : 
His Death changed the Victory fo lately gain'd 
Jnto Sadnefs : A mournful Silence, and univcrfal 
Affliction, reign'd throughout the v^hole Army, as 
if it had been entirely defeated. When his body 
was carry'd zoThebis, from every City by which 
it pafs'd, the People of all Ages) and S.xt s, the 
Magiftrates, and Priefts, came to meet iric Pier, 
and march in Procefiion before it, carryingCrowr.s^ 
Trophies, and Armour of Gold. The Theffalians, 
who were, at the fame Time, highly afflicted for 
his Death, and fenfible of their Obligations to 
him, made it their Rcquelr, thev might be per- 
mitted to celebrate, at their fole Expense, the Ob- 
fequies of a General, who had devoted himfclf 
for their Prefervation ; and their Zeal could not 
be refus'd that honourable Privilege. 

His Funeral was magnificent efpeciallv, in the 
fincere Affliction of the Thcbans, and Thc'jjalians : 
For (fays Plutarch) the external Pomp of Mourn - 
ing, and thofe Marks of Sorrow, which may be 
impos'd by publick Authority upon the People, 
are not always certain Proofs of their real Senti- 
ments. The Tears which flow in private as well 
as publick 9 the Regret exprefs'd equally by Great 
and Small; the Praifes given by the general, and 
unanimous Voice, to a Perfon, who L no more, 
and from whom nothing farther is expected, are 
an Evidence not to be queftion'd, and an Ho- 
mage never paid but to Virtue. Such w ere the 
Obfequies of Pelopidas ; and, in our Opinion, 
nothing more great and magnificent could be ima- 
ging. 

Thebes was not contented with barely lamenting 
Pelopidas, but refolv'd to revenge him : A fmafl 
Army of Seven Thoufand Foot, and Seven Hun- 
dred Horfe, were immediately fent again ft .Alex- 
ander : The Tyrant, who had not yet recover Vi 
the Terror of his Defeat, was not in a Condition 
to defend himfelf : He was obliged to reftore to 
the Thejfalians the Cities he had taken from them; 
to give the Magnefians, Pythians, and sicl\i\:ns % 
their Liberty ; to withdraw his Garrifons from their 
Country ; and fwear, he would always obey the 
The bans, and march, at their Orders, againfl: all 
their Enemies. 

Such a Punifhment was very gentle: Nor, fiva 
Plutarch, did it appear fuflicient to the Gods; or 
proportioned to his Crimes \ they had refcrv'd one 
for him worthy of a Tyrant. Thebt\ his Wile, 
who faw, with Horror and Defoliation, the Cruelty 
and Perfidy of her Husband, and had not forgot 
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the Leflons, and Advice, which Pelopidas had gi- 
ven her, whilft in Prifon; enter'd into a Confpiracy 
with her three Brothers co kill him. The Tyrant's 
whole Palace was full of Guards, who kept Watch 
in the Nighc, but he did not confide in them ; and, 
as his Life was, in fome Sort, in their Hands, he 
fear'd them moll. He lay in a high Chamber, to 
which the Afcent was by a Ladder, drawn up af- 
ter his Entrance : Near this Chamber a great Dog 
was chain'd to guard it ; who was exceeding fierce* 
and knew no-body but his Mailer, Jhcbc 1 , and the 
Slave who fed him. 

The Time pitch'd upon for the Execution of 
the Plot being come, Thebe fhut up her Brothers, 
during the Day-Time, in an Apartment near the 
Tyrant's Chamber : When he enter'd it at Night, 
as he had eaten and drank plentifully, he fell into 
a deep Sleep immediately ; whereupon, Tbebtfwent 
out immediately, and order'd the Slave to take 
away the Dog, that he might not difturb her 
Husband's Repofe ; and, lelt the Ladder mould 
make a Noife, when her Brothers went up it, flie 
cover'd the Steps with Wool. All Things being 
thus prepar'd, (he made her Brothers afcend, arm'd 
with Daggers 5 but, when they came to the Door, 
they were feiz'd with Terror, and durft not ad- 
vance any farther : Upon which, The be*, quite out 
of her Wits, threatened to awake the Tyrant, if 
they did not proceed immediately, and would dif- 
cover the Plot. Their Shame and Fear reanimated 
them : She made them enter, led them to the 
Bed, and held the Lamp herfelf, whilft they 
kilTJ him with repeated Wounds, The News of 
his Death was immediately fpread in the City; 
and his dead Body was expos'd to all Manner of 
Outrages ; being trampled under Foot by the 
People j and given for a Prey to the Dogs and 
Vultures ; a jult Reward for his violent Opprefli- 
ens and detelfcable Cruelties. 

In the mean While, the extraordinary Profpe- 
rity of Thebes was no fmall Subject of Alarm to 
the neighbouring States. Every Power was, at 
that Time, in Motion in Greece. A new War • 
had fprung up between the Orcadians and the E- 
leans, which had occafion'd another between the 
Arcadians themfclvcs. Thofe of Tegea had call'd 
in the Thcbans to their Aid \ and thofe of Man- 
tinea, the Spartans and Athenians. There were, 
befides, feveral other Allies on each Side. The 
former gave Epaminondas the Command of their 
Troops, who immediately enter'd Arcadia, and 
encamp'd at Tegea; with Defign to attack the Man- 
tineans, who had quitted their Alliance with 
Thebes, to attach themfclvcs to Sparta. 

Being inform'd, however, that /Jgefilaus had 



Bans were feen pafling the Eurotas, and advancing 
towards the City : Epaminondas perceiv'd his Dti- 
fign was difcover'd, but thought it incumbent on 
him, not to retire without fome Attempt : He, 
therefore, made his Troops advance; and making 
Ufe of Valour, inftcad of Stratagem, he attack 'd 
the City at feveral Quarters, penetrated as far as 
the Market-Place, and feiz'd that Part of Sparta 
which lay on the Side of the River. On the other 
Hand, Ageftlaus made Head everywhere, and de- 
fended himfelf with much more Valour than could 
be expe&ed from his Years : He faw well, it was 
not a Time then, as before, to fparc himfelf, and 
aft only upon the Defenfive ; but, that he had 
Need of all his Courage and Daring, and fight 
with all the Vigour of Defpair; Means, which he 
had never us'd, nor plac'd his Confidence in be- 
fore ; but which he employ'd then with great Sue- 
cefs againrt the Danger he was in : For, by this 
happy Defpair, and prudent Audacity, he, in a 
• Manner, fnatch'd the City out of the Hands of 
Epaminondas : His Son, Archidamus alfo, at the 
Head of the Spartan Youth, behav'd with incre- 
dible Valour, wherever the Danger was greateft ; 
and, with his fmall Troop, ftopp'd the Enemy,* 
and made Head againft them on all Sides. 

But, a young Spartan, riam'd Ifadas, difiin- 
guifh'd himfelf above all in this Aftion : He was 
very handfome in the Face •> perfectly well fhap'd ; 
of an advantagious Stature ; and in the Flower of 
his Youth : He had neither Armour, nor Cloaths 
on, having been anointing himfelf with Oil (as 
was cuftomary with the Spartans, to give a Sup- 
plenefs to his Limbs, which lhone with Oil) and 
held a Spear in one Hand, and a Sword in the 
other. In this Condition, he quitted his Houfe, 
with the ucmo;t Eagernefs ; and breaking through 
the Prefs of the Apartans who fought, he threw 
himfelf upon the Enemy, wounded them mortally 
at every Stroke, and laid all at his Feet, who 
oppos'd him, without receiving any Hurt himfelf; 
whether the Enemy were difmay'd at fo aftonifli- 
ing a Sight, or ( fays Plutarch) the Gods cook 
Pleafure in preferving him, upon Account of his 
extraordinary Valour. It is laid, the Ephori de- 
creed him a Crown, after the Battle, in Honour 
of his Exploits ; but, afterwards, fin'd him a 
Thoufand Drachma's, for having expos'd himfelf 
to fo great Danger without Arms. 

Epaminondas having mifs'd his Aim, and fore- 
feeing, the Arcadians would certainly haften to 
the Relief of Sparta ; and, not being willing to 
have them, with all the Lacedemonian Forces, 
upon his Hands at the fame Time, return 'd with 



begun his March with his Army, and advane'd 
towards Mantinea, he form'd an Enterprise, which, 
he bcliev'd, would immortalize his Name, and 
entirely reduce the Power of the Enemy. He left 
Ttgea, in the Night, with his Army, unknown to 
the Mantimans, and march 'd direclly to Sparta, 
by a different Rout from that of Agejilaus ; He 
would, undoubtedly, have taken the City by Sur- 
prize, ab it had neitherWalls, Defence, norTroopsj 
but, happily for Sparta, a Cretan having made 
all poHlble hhdte, to apprize Ageji/aus of his De 
llgn, he immediately difpatch'd one of his Horfe, 
to apprize the City of the Danger that thrcatcn'd 
it and arriv'd there foon after in Pcrfon. 
'|ie had fcarcc enter'd the Town, when the Tbe- 



Expedition to Tegea : The Lacedemonians, and 
Athenians, with their Allies, follow'd him clofe in 
the Rear. At the fame Time, that General, con- 
fidering, his Command was upon the Point of ex- 
piring i and that, if he did not come to a Battle, 
his Reputation might fuffer cxtreamly ; and, im- 
mediately after his Retreat, the Enemy would fall 
upon the Thcban Allies, and entirely ruin them; 
he gave Orders to his Troops, to hold themfelvc* 
in Keadinef6 for Battle. 

The Greeks had never fought amongfr them- 
fclvcs with more numerous Armies. The Lacede- 
monians confided of Twenty Thoufand Foot, and 
Two Thoufand Horfe ; the Tbebans, of Thirty 
Thoufand Foot, and Three Thoufand Horfe. On 
the Right Win^ of the former, the Al ant in cans, 
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Jrcadians, and Lac edamoni 'arts, were pofted in one 
Line ; the Eleans, and Achaans, who were the 
wca-keft of their Troops, had die Centre 9 and the 
/Ith-nians alone compos'd the Left Wing. In the 
other Army, the Thebans and Arcadians were on 
the Left, the j4rgivcs on the Right, and the other 
/lilies in the Centre : The Cavalry on each Side 
were difpos'd in the Wings. 

The Theban General march'd in the fame Order 
of Battle, in which he intended to fight 5 that he 
might not be obliged, when he came up with the 
Enemy, to lofe that Time, in the Difpofition of 
his Army, which could not be too well husbanded 
in the Conduct of great Enterprises. He did not 
march, however, directly, and with his Front to 
the Enemy; but in a Column, upon the Hills, 
with his Left Wing tbremoft, as if he did not in- 
tend to fight that Day 5 and when he was over- 
againft them, at about a Quarter of a League's 
Diftance, he made his Troops halt, and lay down 
their Arms, as if he defign'd to encamp there. 
The Enemy were deceiv'd by this Stand ; and rec- 
koning no longer upon a Battle, they quitted their 
Arms; difpers'd themfelves about the Camp, and 
fuffer'd that Ardor to extinguifh, which the near 
Approach of a Battle is wont to kindle in the 
Hearts of Soldiers, 

Hereupon, Epaminondas fuddenly wheeling his 
Troops to the Right, changing his Column into 
a Line, and drawing out the choiceTroops, whom 
he had exprefsly pofted, in Front, upon his March, 
made them double their Files, upon the Front of 
his Left Wing, to add to their Strength, and to 
put them into a Condition to attack the Laceda- 
monian Phalanx, which, by the Motion he had 
made, was directly oppofitc to them. At the fame 
Time, he oider'd the Centre, and Right Wing 
of his Army, to move very flow, and halt, before 
they came up with the Enemy 5 that he might not 
hazard the Event of the Battle upon Troops, of 
whom he had no great Opinion. 

He expe&ed to decide the Victory* by that 
Body of chofen Troops, which he commanded in 
Perron ; and which he had form'd in a Column, 
to attack the Enemy. He made no Doubt, but, 
if he could penetrate the Lac edamoni an 'Phalanx t 
in which the Enemy's principal Force confifted, 
he fhould not find it difficult to rout the Reft of 
their Armv, by charging their Right and Left 
with his victorious Troops. 

But, that he might prevent the Jthc?iians, in the 
Left Wing, from coming to the Support of their 
Right, againft his intended Attack, he made a 
Detachment of his Horfe and Foot advance out 
of the Line j and pofted them upon the Rifing 
Ground, in a Readinefs to flank the Athenians ; as 
well to cover his Right, as to alarm them, and 
give them Reafon to apprehend being taken in 
Flank and Rear themfelves, if they advane'd to 

fuftain their Right. 

After having difpos'd his whole Army, in this 
Manner, he mov'd on to charge the Enemy with 
the whole Weight of his Column : They were 
ftrangely furpriz'd, when they faw Epaminondas 
advance towards them in this Order ; and refum'd 
their Arms, bridled their Horfe s, and made all the 
Mafic they could to their Ranks. 

Whilft Epaminondas march'd thus againft the 
Knemy, the Cavalry, that coverM his Flank on 
the Left, the belt, at that Time, in Greece* being 



entirely compos'd of Thebans and Theffulians, had 
Orders to attack the Enemy's Horfe : i'he Tin ban 
General, who omitted nothing, that might be for 
his Advantage, had artfully beftow'd Bow-Men. 
Slingers, and Dart- Men, in the Intervals of his 
Horle ; to begin the Diforder of the Enemy's Ca- 
valry, by a previous Difchargc of a Shower of 
Arrows, Stones, and Javelins, upon them. The 
other Army had neglected to take the lame Pre- 
caution; and committed another Fault, not left 
confiderable, in giving as much Depth to the Squa- 
drons, as if they had been a Phalanx. By this 
Means, their Horfe were incapable of fupporcing 
long, the Charge of the Thebans : After having 
made feveral ineffectual Attacks with great Lofs, 
they were obliged to retire behind their In- 
fantry. 

In the mean Time, Epaminondas, with his Body 
of Foot, had charged the Lac edamoni an Phalanx 
The Troops, on both Sides, fought with incredible 
Ardour; the Thebans, as well as Lac edamoni ans, 
being refolv'd to perifli, rather than yield the 
Glory of the Day to their Rivals.Tbey began, by 
fighting with the Spear, and thofe firft Arms be- 
ing foon broke, in the Fury of the Combat, they 
charged each other Sword in Hand : The Refin- 
ance was equally obftinate, and the Slaughter of 
both Parties very great : The Troops defpifing 
Danger, and defiring only to diftinguilh them- 
felves by the Greatnefs of their Actions, chofe ra- 
ther to die in their Ranks, than lofe a Seep of 
their Ground. 

The furious Slaughter, on both Sides, having 
continued a vaft While, withoutVictory inclining 
to either ; Epaminondas, to force it to declare for 
him, thought it his Duty ro make an extraordinary 
Effort in Perfon, without regarding the Danger of 
his own Life : He form'd, therefore, a Troop of 
the braveft, and moft determin'd about him, and 
putting himfelf at the Head of them, made a vi- 
gorous Charge upon the Enemy, where the Battle 
was mod warm ; and wounded the General of the 
Lacedamonians, with the firft Javelin he threw : 
His Troop, by his Example, having wounded, or 
kill'd all who ftood in their Way, broke, and 
penetrated the Phalanx ; whilft the Lac edamoni an s> 
difmay'd by the Prefence of Epaminondas, and 
overpowered by theWeight of that intrepid Party, 
were forced to give Ground. The Grofs of the 
Theban Troops, animated by their General's Ex- 
ample and Succcft, drove back the Enemy upon 
his Right and Left, and made a great Slaughter 
of them : But, fome of the Spartans perceiving 
Epaminondas gave Way too much to his Ardour, 
fuddenly rally'd, and returning; to the Fight, 
charged him with a Shower of Javelins : Whilft 
he kept off Part of thofe Darts, fhunning of fome, 
and removing; others, and was fighting with the 
moft heroick Valour, to allure the Victory to his 
Army, a Spartan, nam'd Callicraf s, gave him a 
mortal Wound with ajavelin, in the Breaft, through 
his Armour ; and the Wood of the Javelin being 
broken off, and the Iron- Head continuing in the 
Wound, the Torment was infupportable, and he 
fell immediately. The Battle then, began around 
him with new Fury ; one Side ufing their belt 
Endeavours to take him alive, and the other to 
fave him. The Thebans gain'd their Point, at Lift, 
and carry VI him off, alter having put the Enemy 
to Flight : They did not purfuc them far, how- 
ever. 
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ever ; but returning immediately? contented them- 
fclves with remaining Matters of the Field, and 
of the Dead, without making any Advantage of 
their Victory, or undertaking any Thing farther, 
as if they had waited the Orders of their General. 
The Cavalry, likewife, difmay'd by the Accident 
of Epaminondas, whom they believ'd co be dead ; 
and feeming rather vanquifli'd than victorious, 
neglected to purfuc their Succefs in the fame Man- 
ner, and return 'd to their former Pott. 

Whilft this pafs'd on the Left Wing of the The- 
bans, the Athenian llorfe attack'd their Cavalry 
on the Right : But, as the latter, befides the Su- 
periority of Number, had the Advantage of be* 
ing feconded by the light Infantry pofted in their 
Intervals, they charged" the Athenians fiercely, and 
having gall'd them extremely with their Darts, 
thev were broken, and obliged to fly. After ha- 
ving difpers'd, and repuls'd them, in this Man- 
ner, inftead nf purfuing them, they thought pro- 
per to turn cheir Arms again ft the Athenian Foot, 
which they took in Flank, put into Diforder, and 
pufrVd with great Vigour. Jull as they were ready 
to turn Tail, the General of the Elean Cavalry, 
who commanded a Body of Referve, feeing the 
Danger of that Phalanx, came upon the Spur to 
its Relief ; and charging the The ban Horfe, who 
expected nothing fo little, forced them to retreat, 
and regain'd from them their Advantage* At the 
fame Time, the Athenian Cavalry, which had been 
routed at firft, finding they were not purfued, ral- 
Jy'd themfelves j and, inffead of going to the Af- 
firmance of their Foot, who were roughly handled, 
attack'd the Detachment potted by the Thebans, 
upon the Heights without the Line, and put it to 
the Sword. 

After thefe different Motions, and this Alter- 
native of LofTcs and Advantages, the Troops on 
both Sides Rood ftill, and retted upon their Arms; 
and the Trumpets of the two Armies, as if by 
Con fen t, founded a Retreat at the fame Time. 
Each Party pretended to the Victory, and erected 
a Trophy; the Thebans, becaufe they had defeated 
the Right Wing, and rernain'd Matters of the Field 
of Battle ; the Athenians, becaufe they had cut 
the Detachment in Pieces. And from this Point 
of Honour, both Sides rcfus'd, at flrft, to ask 
Leave to bury their Dead ; which, among the An- 
tients, was confefling their Defeat. The Laceda- 
mcnians, however, lent lirft to demand that Per- 
million ; after which, the Reft had no Thoughts 
but of paying the la(t Duties to the Slain. 

Such was the Event of the famous Battle of 
Mimtinca : Xencpb»n t in his Relation of it, recom- 
mends the Dilpofiiion of the Theban Troops, and 
their Order of Buttle, to the Reader's Attention ; 
uhich he defcribesj as a Man of Knowledge, and 
Experience in the Art of War. And Monfteur 
J'o/fard, who, juirly, looks upon Epaminondas y as 
one of the greatest Generals Greece ever pro- 
d'icVi, ifj his Defcription of the fame Battle, ven- 
tures to call it the Malfer Piece of that great Cap- 
tain. 

Epaminondas, having been carry'd into the 
Camp, the Surgeons, after having exam in 'd the 
Wound, declar'd, he would expire, afrbon as the 
Head of the Dart w;t - drawn out. Thofe Words 
causYl the utmofr .Sorrow and Affliction, in all 
who were prefent ; being inconfolable, feeing fo 
great a Man about ro die, and without I flue. As 



for himfelf, the only Concern he czeprefa'd, was 
about his Arms, and the Succefs of the Battle : 
When they lhew'd him his Shield, and afford 
him, the Thebans had gained the Victory • turning 
towards his Friends, with a calm and ferenc Air « 
Do not regard (/aid he) this Day, as the End 
of my Life, but as the Beginning of my Hap- 
pinels, and the Completion of my Glory : I 
leave Thebes triumphant, proud Sparta humb- 
led, and Greece deliver'd from the Yoke of Ser- 
vitude. For the Reft, I do not reckon I die 
without Ilfue ; Leutlra and Mantinea are two 
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illuftrious Daughters, who will not fail to keep 
** my Name alive, and tranfmit it to Pofterity." 
Having fpoken to this Effect, he drew the Head 
of the Javelin out of his Wound, and dy'd. 

It may be truly faid, the Theban Power expir'd 
with this Great Man; whom Cicero fecms to rank 
above all the ill uflrious Men Greece ever produe'd. 
Juftin is of the fame Opinion, when he fays, 
<c As a Dart is no longer in a Condition to wound, 
" when the Point of it is blunt ; fo Thebes, after 
tc having loft its General, was no longer formi- 
« r dable to its Enemies ; and its Power feem'd to 
have loft its Edge, and annihilated, by the 
Death of Epamifiondas. Before him, that City- 
was not diftinguiuYd by any memorable Acti- 
on ; and afterwards, it was not famous for its 
Fir tues, but Misfortunes, till it funk into its 
original Obfcurity : So it faw its Glory take 
Birth, and expire with this Great Man. > 
<f It has been donbted, whether he was a more 
excellent Captain, or Man : He fought not 
Power for himfelf, but for his Country; and 
and was fo perfectly void of Self-Intereft, that, 
at his Death, he was not worth the Expenccs of 
his Funeral. Truly a Philofopher,'and poor by 
Choice, he defpis'd Riches, without affecting any 
Reputation from that Contempt. " And, if 
Juftin may be believ'd, " he coveted Glory, as 
ie little as he did Money. Ic was always againft 
€€ his Will Commands were conferr'd ujJon him > 
€€ and he bchav'd himfelf, in them, in fuch a* 
** Manner, as did more Honour to the Dignities 
C€ given him, than he receiv'd from them. " 

Though poor himfelf, and without any Eftatc, 
his very Poverty, by attracting the Eftcem and 
Confidence of the Rich, gave him the Opportunity 
of doing Good to others. One of his Friends, be- 
ing in great Neceffity, Epaminondas fent him to 
a very rich Citizen, with Orders, to ask him for 
a Thoufand Crowns, in his Name; and that rich 
Man coming to his Houfe, to know his Motives, 
for directing his Friend to him, on fuch an Errand \ 
Jfhy (rcply'd Epaminondas") it is becau/c this ho n eft 
Man is in Want, and you arc rich. 

He had cultivated thefe generous, and noble 
Sentiments in himfelf, by the Study of polire 
Learning, and Philofophy ; which he had made 
his ufuai Employment, and folc Delight, from his 
earlieft Infancy; fo that it was furprizing, and a 
Queftion frequently ask'd, how, and at whatTiiru*, 
it was poffible for a Man, always bufy nmongft 
Books, to attain, or rather fcize, the Knowledge 
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of the Art military in fo great a Degree of Per- 
fection ? Fond of Leifurc, which he devoted to the 
Study of Philofophy, his darling Paffion, he fhunnM 
publick Employments; and made no I ate re ft, but 
to exclude himfelf from them : His Moderation 
conceals! him fo well, that he liv'd obiaire, and 
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almcft unknown : His Merit, however, difcovcr'd 
him. He was taken from his Solitude, by F'orce, 
to be placed at the Head of Armies ; and he fhew'd 
that Philofophy, though generally in Contempt 
,vith thofe who afpire to the Glory of Arms, is 
admirably ufeful in forming Heroes. For betides, 
chat k is a great Step towards conquering the E- 
nemy, to know how to conquer one's felt, in this 
School anciently were taught rhe great Maxims 
of true Policy, the Rules of every Duty; the 
Motives for a true Difcharge of them ; what we 
owe our Country ; the right Ufc of Authority; 
wherein true Courage confilh; in a Word, the 
Qualities ncceflary in a good Citizen, a Scatcfman, 

and a great Captain. 

To return to Eparn'mondas-, he had all the Orna- 
ments of the (viind, he was Matter of the Talenc 
of fpeaking in Pcrfe&iuii, and was well verfed in 
the moft fublime Sciences. But a modelt Referve 
threw a Veil over all 'thofe excellent Qualities, 
which ftill augmented their Value ; of which, he 
knew not what it was to be oftentatious. Spintha- 
rtis, in giving his Character, faid, that he never 
had met with a Man, who knew moi e, and [poke 

It may be faid, therefore, of Epaminondas, that 
he falfify'd the Proverb, which treated the B<so- 
tians a. a grofs and ttupid People. This was a 
common Character! ftick of them, and was imput- 
ed to the grofs Air of the Country ; as the Athe- 
nian Delicacy of Taite, was attributed to the Sub- 
tlety of the Air they breathed. Horace fays, that 
to judge of Alexander from his bade Tafte of 
Poetry, one would fwear him a true Bceotian* 

Bceot jm in crajjb Jar ares acre natum. 

Epift. i. L. 2. 

In thick Bceotian Air you'd fwear him born. 

When Alcibiades was reproached with his having 
little Inclination for Mufick, he^ thought fit to 
make this his Excufej It is for Thebans to Jing 
as they do, who know not how to /peak. Pindar, 
and Plutarch, who have very little of the Soil in 
them, and who arc Proofs that Genius is of all 
Nations, do themfelves condemn the Stupidity of 
their Countrymen. Epaminondas did Honour to 
his Country 5 not only by the Greatnefs of his mi- 
litary Exploits, but by that Sort of Merit, which 
is the Relultof Delicacy, of Wit, and the Study 
of Learning. 

We mail conclude his Portrait and Character 
with a Circumftancc, chat noway gives -Place to 
ail his other Excellencies ; and which may, in one 
Refpecl:, be preferred to them, as it cxpreifed a 
good Heart, and a tender and fenfiblc Spirit ; Qua- 
lities, very rare among!! the Great, but infinitely 
more eftimable than all thofe fplendid Attributes, 
which the Vulgar of Mankind commonly gaze on 
with Admiration, and feem almolt the only Ob- 
ji-'&s, char are worthy either of being imitated or 
envied. The Victory at LetiEira had drawn the 
tycs, and Admiration, of all the neighbouring 
People upon Epaminondas who was look'd upon, 
M the Support and Re-elhibli flier of Thebes ; as 
f hc triumphant Conqueror of Sparta ; as the Re- 
storer of the Grecian Liberties ; in a Word, as the 
tfreateir. Man, and the moft* excellent Captain that 
twrr xviin in the World. In the Midlfc or this uni- 
Vn hil AppJaufe, fo likely to make the General of 
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an Army, forget the Man for the glorious Victor, 
litde fenfible to fo afTecling, and fo deferved a Re- 
no v/n, My Joy , fnid he, arifes from my Se?ife of 
That, which the News of my Vittory will give my 
Fatter, and my Mother. 

Nothing in Hiftory feems fo valuable to us as 
fuch Sent j merits, which do Honour to human Na- 
ture ; and proceed from a Heart, which neither 
falfe Glory, nor falfe Greatnefs, have corrunced. 
We confefs it is with Grief, we fee thefe noble 
Sentiments daily expire amongft us; efperirvliy in 
Perfons, whofe Birth and Rank raife them above 
others j but who, too frequently, are neither good 
Fathers, good Sons, good Husbands, nor good 
Friends; and who would think themfelves ieffen^d, 
fhould they exprefs, for a Father, and Mother, 
the tender Regard, of which we have here fo fine 

an Example from a Pagan. 

'Till the Time of Epaminondas, two Cities had 
bcenfeen, to exercife, alternately, a kind of Em- 
pire over all Greece : The Juftice and Moderation 
of Spatta had, at firft, acquired a dittinguilh'd Pre- 
heminence $ which the Pride and Haughtinefs of 
ics Generals, ar.d especially of Paufaniasy fo on loft. 
The Athenians, till the Peloponne,-an V\ ar, held 
the flrftRank, but in a M.mner, fcarce difcernible 
in any other RefpecT, than then Care in aco'jitci r g 
themfelves worthily, and in giving their Inferiors 
juffc Rcafon to believe themfehes their Equals. 
They judged at that Time, and with grea: Pro- 
priety, that the true Method of commanding, and 
of continuing cheir Power, was to evidence their 
Superiority o..]y by Services and Benefactions. 
Thofe Times, to glorious for Athens, were of a- 
bout forty-five Years Duration $ and they retain'd 
a Part of that Preheminence during the twenty- 
feven Years of the Peloponncjian War, which make 
in all feventy-cwo, or feventy-three Years, which 
Demojlhenes allows to the Duration of their Em- 
pire : But for this latter Space of Time, the Greeks , 
offended with the Haughtinefs of Athens, received 
no Laws from that City without Reluctance* Hence 
the Lacedamonians became again the Arbiters of 
Greece; and continued fo, from the Time Ey fin- 
der made himfelf Matter of Athens, till the lirft 
War undertaken by the Athenians, after their Re- 
elrabli/hmcnt by Conon, to free themfelves, and 
the reft of the Greeks, from the Tyranny of Spar- 
ta, which was now grown more inlolent than ever. 
Ac length, Thebes difputed the Supremacy, and, 
by the exalted Merit of a fingle Man, fnv itfclf 
at the Head of all Greece. But that glorious Con- 
dition was of no long Continuance j and the Death 
of Epaminondas* as we have already obferved, 
plunged it again into the Obfcurity in which he 
found it. 

Demofthenes obferves, in the Paflage above cited, 
that the Preheminence granttd voluntarily either 
to Sparta or Athens, was a Preheminence of Ho- 
nour, not of Dominion ; and that the Intent of 
Greece was, to p referve a Kind of Equality and 
Independance in the other Cities. Hence, fays he, 
when the governing City attempted to afcribe to 
itfelf what did not belong to it, and aimed at any 
Innovations, contrary to the Rules of JulHcc, and 
eltabli hYd Cuttoms, all the Greeks thought them- 
felves obliged to have Recourfe to Arms, and 
without any Motive of perfonnl Difcontcnt, to 
cfpoufe with Ardor, the Caufe of the Injured. 
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We {hall add here another very judicious Re- 
flection from Pohbius : He attributes the wife Con- 
duct cf the Athenians, in the Times we fpeak oft 
to the Ability of the Captains, who were then at 
the Head of their Affairs j and he makes ufe of 
a Comparifon, which explains, admirably, the 
Character of that People. *' A Vclfel without a 
Mailer, fays he, is expofed to great Dangers, 
when every one infills upon its bceing fteer'd 
according to hi* Opinion, and will comply with 
no other Meafurcs. If then a fierce Storm at- 
tacks it, the common Danger reconciles and 
unites them 3 they abandon themfelves to the 
cc Pilot's Art ; and, all the Rowers doing their 
Duty, the Ship is faved, and in a State of Se- 
curity. But if, when the Tempeft ceafes, and 
(l the Weather grows calm again, the Difcord of 
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the Mariners revives -, if they will hearken no 
longer to the Pilot, and fomeare for continuing 
their Voyage, whilft others refolve to flop in 
the Mid ft of the Courfe ; if, on one Side, they 
loofe their Sails, and furl them on the other ; it 
often hapens, that after having efcaped themoft 
violent Storms, they are fliipwreck'd in the 
Port itfelf. " This, fays Poiybius, is a natural 
Image of the Athenian Republick. As long as they 
fufter'd themfelves to be conducted by the wiie 
Counfels of an Arijlides, ViThemiftocles, a Pericles, 
they came off victorious from the greateft Dan- 
gers. But Profperity blinded and ruined them ; 
and following no longer any Thing but Caprice, 
and being become too infolent to be advifed, or 
governed, they plung'd themfelves into the greateft 
Misfortunes. 



CHAP. VIII. 

^fEvagoras, King 0/~SaIamis ; His Son Nicocles fucceeds 
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fend Agedlaus to the Ajfiftance of Tachos, *who had ajcended 
Tad reft fed to fubmit to the Perfian Yoke ; The Actions of Agefil; 
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cccds ; His Cruelties ; Divers Nations revolt ; JVar of 
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of that Prince about his Succejfor ; His Death ; Ochus Ju 



ranee in Publick ; He encourages the Athenians, who 
if of the Perfians ; Advifes them to affift the Mega- 
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Jfo the Rhodians, who had revolted from them y and were aft, 



THE third Year of the CI. Olympiad, foon 
foon after the Thebans had deflroy'd Pla- 
taa. and 1hcfpia 9 as has been obferved 
before, Mvagoras, King of Salami s; in the Ifle 
of Cyprus, ot whom, much has been faid before, 
was affaffinated by one of his Eunuchs. His Son 
Ki codes fucceeded him. He had a fine Model be- 
fore him, in the Perfon of his Father; but he 
feenVd to make it a Duty not to copy after him, 
and to think it a Difgracc to purfue his Meafurcs. 
When he took Poffcllion of the Throne, he found 
the publick Treafures entirely cxhaufted, by the 
great Expenccs his Father had been obliged to 
make, in the long War between him and the King 
of Per ft a. He knew that the Generality of Princes, 
upon like Occafion>, thought every Means legi- 
timate, for the Re-cUablHhment of their Affairs ; 
but for him, he acted upon different Principles. 
In his Reign there was no Talk of Baniihmcnt, 
Taxes, and Con filiation of 1 Urates : The publick 
Felicity was his /bloObjedr, and Juftice his favou- 
rite Virtue. He dilcharged the Debts of the State 
gradually* without crufhing the People with ex- 



cefli ve Imports ; but by retrenching all unneceflary 
Expenccs, and adminiftring his Revenues with a 
wile Oeconomy. i€ I am affured, faid he, that 
,c no Citizen can complain that I have done him 
c< the leaft Wrong ; and I have the Satisfaction to 
" know, that I have enriched many of them, with 
ct an unfparing Hand." He believed this Kind 
of Vanity, if it be Vanity, might be admitted 
in a Prince, and chat it .was glorious for him to 
have it in his Power, to make his Subjects fuch a 
Defiance. 

He piqued himfelf alfo in Particular upon ano- 
ther Virtue, which is the more admirable in 
Princes, as they are rarely known to have it ; we 
mean Temperance. It is mod amiable, but very 
difficult, in an Age, and a Fortune, to which c- 
very Thing is lawful., and wherein Plcafure, 
arm'd with all her Arts and Attractions, is con- 
tinually lying in Ambufh for a young Prince, and 
preventing his Dcfircs, to make a long Refinance 
againlr, the Violence and Inftnuation of her foic 
A (faults. Nicocles gloried in having never known 
any Woman befideu his Wife, during his Reitf n ; 
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and was amazed, that all other Contracts of civil 
Society fhould be treated with due Regard, whilit 
that of Marriage, che mod facred, and inviolable 
of Obligations, was broke through with Impunity ; 
and that Men fhould not blufh to commit an Infi- 
delity, in Re f peel to their Wives, which, fhould 
their Wives be guilty of, it would throw them in- 
to the utmoft Anguifh and Defpair. 

What we have faid of the Juftice and Tempe- 
rance of Nicocles, lfocratcs puts into that Prince's 
own Mouth ; and as it is not probable chat he 
would make him fpeak in fuch a Manner, if his 
Conduct had not agreed with fuch Sentiments. It 
is a Difcourfc, fuppofed to be addrefTed by that 
King to his People, wherein he defcribes to them 
the Duties of Subjects to their Princes ; Love, Re- 
fpect, Obedience, Fidelity, and Devotion Co his 
Service ; and to engage them more effectual ly Co 
the Difcharge of thole Duties, he vouchfafes to 
give chem an Account of his own Conduct and 
bentiments. 

In another Difcourfe, which precedes this, Ifo- 
crates explains to Ni codes, all the Duties of the 
Sovereignty, and makes excellent Reflections up- 
on that Subject, of which we fliall repeat here 
only a very fmall Part. He begins by telling him, 
that the Virtue of private Perfons is much better 
fupportcd than his own, by the Mediocrity of 
their Condition, by the Employment and Cares 
infeparable from it, by the Misfortunes to which 
they are frequently expofed, by their Distance 
from Pleafures and Luxury j and particularly, by 
the Liberty which their Friends and Relations have 
of giving them Advice ; whereas, the Generality of 
Princes have none of thefe Advantages. He adds, 
that a King, who would make himlelf capable of 
governing well, ought to avoid an idle and in- 
active Life, mould fee apart a proper Time for 
Bufincfs and publick Affairs, ihould form his Coun- 
cil out of the molt able and experienced Perfons 
in his Kingdom 5 fhould endeavour to make him- 
lelf as much fuperior toothers, by his Merit and 
Wifdom, as he is by his Dignity, and efpecially 
acquire the Love of his Subjects; and for that 
Purpofe love them fincerely, and look upon him- 
felf as their common Father. * ( Perfift, faid he, 
■* in the Religion you have received from your 
<c Fore-fathers ; but be allured, that the mod 
" grateful Adoration and Sacrifice that you can 
ct offer to the '.Divinity, is chat of the Heart, in 
* c rendering yourfclf good and juft. Shew, upon 
*' all Occasions, fo high a Regard for Truth, chat 
4< a fingle Word from you, may be more confided 
<c in than the Oath of others. Be a Warrior by 
4C your P^xpertnefs in the Trade of Arms, and by 
* 4 fuch a warlike Provision, as may intimidate 
** your Enemies ; but let your Inclinations be pa- 
M cifiek, and be rigidly exact, in never pretend- 
" ing to, or undertaking any Thing unjnitly. 

" The only certain Proof; that you have reigned 
44 well, will be the Power of bearing this Tefli- 
** mony to yourfclf, that your People are be- 
€ ' come both more happy, and more wife, under 
" your Government. " 

What teems to us mod remarkable in thisDif- 
< ourie, is, that the Advice which lfocratcs gives 
the King, is neither attended with Praiies, nor 
with thole fl'udicd Reservations and refined Turns, 
without which, /'earful and model c Truth dates 
not venture to approach the Throne. This is molt 



worthy of Applaufe, and more for the Trctifc of 
the Prince, than the Writer. Nicocles, far from 
being offended at thefe Counfels, received them 
with Joy; and, to exprefs hjs Acknowledgment: 
to lfocratcs, made him a Prefcnc of twenty Ta- 
lents, that is, twenty thoufand Crowns. 

^Irtaxerxes, after having given his People a 
Relaxation of fc veral Years, had form'd the De- 
fign of reducing -Egypt, which had Inakcn off the 
Pcrjlan Yoke long before, and made great Prepa- 
rations of War- for that Purpofe. Jicboris, who 
then reign 'd in Egypt, forefeeing the Storm, raifed 
Abundance of Troops of his own Subjects, and 
took into his Pay a great Body of Greeks, and o- 
ther auxiliary Soldiers, of whom Chabiuis had rhc 
Command ; but he had accepted that Office, with- 
out the Authority of the Repubiick. 

Hereupon, Pbarnabafus, who was to command 
in this War, fent to Athens, to complain that 
Chabrias had engaged himfelf to ferve again ft his 
Mailer, and threaten'd the Repubiick with the 
King's Refentment, if he was not immediately 
recalled. He demanded, at the fame Time, Ipbf- 
crates, another Afthcnian, who was look'd upon, 
as one of the molt excellent Captains of his Time, 
to give him the Command of the Body of Greek 
Troops, in the Service of his Mailer. The At ce- 
nt ans^ who had a great Inter eft in the Continuance 
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of the King's Friendship, recall 'd Cbabrius, and 
order'd him, upon Pain of Death, to repair to 
Jit bens by a certain Day 5 and Iphi crates was fenc 
to the Per/tan Army. 

The Preparations of the Perjtans went on fo 
flowly, that two whole Years clapfed before they 
entered upon Action. Acboris, King of Egypt, 
died in that Time, and was fucceeded by PJ'am- 
muthisy who reigned but a Year. Ncpbrerite was 
the next, and four Months after Nectanebus, who 
reigned ten or twelve Years. 

At length, every Thing being in a Readir.efs 
for the Invafion of Egypt, a Camp was form'd at 
Aeon, (fince called Pto/emais) in Palejiinc % where 
was the general Rendezvous. In a Review there, 
the Army was found to confift of Two hundred 
thoufand ^Perfians, under the Command of Phar- 
nabafusy and Twenty thoufand Greeks under !pbi- 
c rates. The Forces at Sea were in Proportion 
to thofe at Land ; their Fleet coniilting of three 
hundred Galleys, befides two hundred VelTels of 
thirty Oars, and a prodigious Number of Harks to 
trail fport the necellary Provi/ions for the Fleet 
and Army. 

The Army and Fleet began to move at the fame 
Time i and, that they might act in Concert, they 
kept together as much as pollible. The War was 
to open with the Siege of Pelujium ; but fo much 
Time had been given the Egyptians, that Nefta- 
nebus hadrendcr'dthe Approach to it impracticable 
both by Sea and Land. The Fleet therefore, in- 
Head of making a Defcent, as had been projected, 
fill I'd forwards, and cntcr'd that Mouth of the 
Nile, call'd Mendejium. The Nile, at that Time, 
empty'd itfelf into the Sea by (even different Chan- 
nels, of which only two remain at this Day, call'd 
Damietta and Rofetta; and at each of thofe Mouths, 
there was a Fort, with a good Garrifon to defend 
the Entrance. The Menae/ium not being fo well 
fortify'd as that of Pelujiuw, where the Enemy was 
expected to land, the Defcent was made with i;u 
great Difficulty. The Fort was earryM Sword in 
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Hand, and no Quarter given to chofe who were 

lound in it. 

After this fingle Action, Iphkrates thought ic 
advifable, to reimbark upon the Nile, without any 
Lofs of Time, and attack Memphis, the Capital of 
Eg)pt. If that Opinion had been follow'd, before 
the Egyptians had recover'd the Panick, into which 
fo formidabJe an Invafion, and the Blow already 
received, had thrown them, they had found the 
Capital without any Defence, it had* inevitably, 
fallen into their Hands, and all Egypt had been 
re-conquer'd : But the Grofs of the Army not being 
yet arriv'd, Pharnabafus believed it neceflary to 
wait its coming up> and would undertake nothing, 
till he had re-allembled all his Troops; under 
Pretence* they would then be invincible, and no- 
thing capable of withstanding them. 

Ip hi crates, who knew, in AfFu'rs of War efpe- 

cially, there are certain favourable and decinve 
Moments, abfolutely proper to feize, judged quite 
differently ; and in Defpair, to fee an Opportunity 
fuffer'd to efcape, which might never be retriev'd, 
he made preffing Inftances for Per mi (lion to go, 
at leair, with the Twenty Thoufand Men under 
his Command. Pharnabafus refused to comply 
wit!i that Demand, from an abjcftjcaloufy, appre- 
hending, if the Enterprise fucceeded, the whole 
Glory of the War would redound to Iphicrates, 
This Delay gave the Egyptians Time to look about 
them : They drew all their Troops together into 
a Body, put a good Garrifon into Memphis, and 
with the Reft ot their Army, kept the Field, and 
harrafs'd the Perjians, in fuch a Manner, as pre- 
vented their advancing farther into the Country. 
After which came on the Inundation of the Mle, 
which laying the whole Country under Water, the 
Per/Tans were oblig'd to return into Pbanicia, 
having firft loft ineffectually the beftPart of their 
Troops. 

Thus this Expedition, which had coft immenfe 
Sums, and for which the Preparations alone had 
given fo much Difficulty for upwards of two 
Years, entirely mifcarry'd ; and produe'd no other 
Effect, but an irreconcilcable Enmity between both 
Generals, who had the Command of it. Pbarna- 
ha/us, to excufe himfelf, accus'd IpkicraUs of ha- 
ving prevented its Succefs ; and Iphicrates, with 
much more Rcafon, laid all the Fault upon Pbar- 
nabafus : But, being well affur'd, the Per/tan Lord 
would be believ^l at his Court in Preference to 
him ; and rcmembring what had happen'd to Co- 
7io/i, to avoid the Fate of that illuftrious Athenian, 
he chofe to retire fecretly to Athens in a fmall 
Veffcl, which he hir'd, Pharnabafus caus'd him 
to be accus'd there, of having render'd the Expe- 
dition againft Egypt abortive. The People of A- 
thens made Anfwer, If he could be convicted of 
that Crime, he fhouJd be puniflTd as he deferv'd* 
But his Innocence was too well known at Athens, 
to give him any Difquiet upon that Account : Ac*- 
cordingly, it does not appear he was ever cnll'd 
in Quell: ion about it; on the contrary, fomeTimc 
after, the Athenians declared him folc Admiral of 
their Fleet. 

After the Battle of Mantinea, both Parties, c- 
q»ia!ly weary of the War, had enter'd into a ge- 
neral Peace with all the other States of Greece, 
upon the King of Pcrfia*s Plan, by which the 
I'.njoyment of its Laws was fecur'd to each City; 
and the Mejjinians were included in ic, nocwith- 



ftanding all the Oppofition> and Intrigues of the 
Lacedaemonians to prevent it. Their Anger, on 

thisOccafion, fcparaced them from the other Greeks; 
They were the only People, who rcfolv'd to con- 
tinue the War, from the Hope of recovering the 
whole Country of Mcff-.tiia in a fhorc Time. This 
Refolucion, of which sfgcjilaus was the Author, 
occafion'd him to be regarded juftly, as a violent 
and obttinate Man, infatiablc of Glory and Com* 
mand ; who was not afraid of involving the Re- 
publick again in inevitable Misfortunes, from the 
Neceilicy> to which the Want of Money expos'd 
them, of borrowing great Sums, and levying 

great Imports, inttead of taking the favourable 
Opportunity of concluding a Peace, and putting 
an End to all their Evils. 

Whilft this pafs'd in Greece, Tachos, who had 
afcended the Throne of Egypt, drew together as 
manyTroops as he could, to defend himfelf againft 
the King of Perfta-, who meditated a new Invafion 
of Egypt, notwithltanding the ill Succefs of his 
paft Endeavours to reduce that Kingdom. 

For this Purpofe, Tachos fent into Greece, and 
obtain'd a Body of Troops from the Lacedamoni- 
ans, with Agej; farts to command them, whom he 
promis'd to make GeneralilTimo of his Troops, 
The Lacedemonians were exafperated againft Ar~ 
taxerxes, for his having fore'd them to include the 
Meffenians in the late Treaty of Peace; and were 
fond of taking this Occafion to exprefs their Re- 
fentment* Chabrias went alfo into the Service of 
Tachos^ but of his own Head j and without the 
Allowance of the Athenians. 

It 



This Commiflion did Agejilaus no Honour, 
was thought below the Dignity of a King of Spar- 
ta, and a great Captain, who had acquir'd fo great 
a Name throughout the World., and was then a- 
bove Eighty Years old, to receive the Pay of an 
Egyptian, and ferve a Barbarian, who had revolted 
aeainft his Mafter. 

When he landed in Egypt, the King's principal 
Generals, and the great Officers of his Houfe, came 
to receive him at hisVeflel, and make their Court 
to him : The Reft of the Egyptians were as fol li- 
cit© us to fee him ; from the great Expectation » 
which the Name and Reputation of Agcftlaus had 
excited in them ; and came in Multitudes to the 
Shore for that Purpofe. But when, inftead of a 
great and magnificent Prince, according to the 
Idea his greac Actions had given them of him, 
they perceiv'd nothing fplendid or majeftick, cither 
in his Perfon, or Equipage ; and faw only an old 
Man of a mean Afpcct, and fmall Body, without 
any Appearance, and drefs'd in a bad Robe of 
very coarfe Stuff* they were fciz'd with an immo- 
derate Difpofition to laugh, and npply'd the liable 
of the Mountain in Labour, to him. 

When he met Tachos, and had join'd hisTroops 
with thofe of Egypt, he was very much furpriz'd» 
at not being appointed General of the whole Ar- 
my, as he expected, but only of the : foreign Troops 
that Chabrias was made General of the Sea-Force** 
and Tachos retahVd the Command in Chid' to him- 
fvlf, which was not the only Mortification he had 
to experience. 

Tachos came to a Refolution to march into P/w- 
nicia\ thinking it more advifable to make that 
Country the Theatre of the War, than ex peel: the 
Enemy in Eg)pt : And Atgtfilaus, who knew better, 
rcprcfentcd to him, in vain, hitf Affairs were not 
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fufllciently cftablifli'd, to admit removing out of 
his Dominions; and he would do much better Co 
remain in them, and content hirnfelf, with acting 
by his Generals in the Enemy's Country. Tachos 
defpis'd this prudent Counfel, and exprefs'd no lefs 
Difregard for him on all other Occafions \ at which 
Jgcjilaus was fo much incens'd, that he join'd the 
Egyptians, who had taken Arms again ft him du- 
ring his Abfence, and had plac'd Netlanebus, his 
Coufin, upon the Throne, Agejilaus, abandoning 
the King, to whofe Aid he had been fent, and 
joining the Rebel, who had dethron'd him, al- 
lcdg'd, in J unification of hirnfelf, he was fent to 
the Ailiftance of the Egyptians ; and they having 
taken up Arms again ft 'tachos 9 it was not permitted 
him to ferve againft them, without newOrders from 
Sparta. He difpatch'd Exprefles thither, and the 
Inftruclions he receiv'd, were to aft, as he fhould 
judge moft advantageous for his Country. He im- 
mediately declar'd for Netlanebus ; and 'Tachos, 
obliged to quit Egypt, retir'd to Si don, from 
whence he went to the Court of Perjia : Where, 
Artaxerxes not only forgave him his Fault, but 
added to his Clemency the Command of his Troops 
againft the Rebels, 

-dsre/ifaus cover 'd fo criminal a Conduct with 



the Veil of the publick Utility : But, fays Plutarch, 
remove that delufive Blind, the moft juft, and 
only true Name, which can be given the Action, 
is that of Perfidy and Treafon. It is true, the La- 
cedaemonians, making the Glorious and the Good 
confift principally in the Service of their Country, 
which they idonVd, knew no other Juftice than 
what tended to the Augmentation of the Grandeur 
of Sparta, and extending its Dominions. We are 
furpriz'd however, fo judicious an Author, as Xc~ 
nophon, ffiould endeavour to palliate a Conduit of 
this Kind, by faying only, Ageji/aus attached hirn- 
felf to him of the two Kin^s, who feem'd the beft 
aflfe£led to Greece, 

At the fame Time, a third Prince, of the City 
of Mendes, fet up for hirnfelf ; and pretended to 
difputc the Crown with Netlanebus : This new 
Competitor had an Army of a Hundred Thoufand 
Men to fupport his Pretenfions. ^gefilaus gave 
his Advice to attack them, before they were excr- 
cis'd and difciplin'd ; and, had that Counfel been 
follow'd, it had been eafy to have defeated a Body 
of People, rais'd in Hafte, and without any Expe- 
rience in War : But Netlanebus imagin'd, Jgefilaus 
only gave him this Advice to betray him, as he 
had done Tachos - 9 he, therefore, gave his Enemy 
Time to difcipline his Troops, who foon after re- 
due'd him to retire into a City, fortify'd with 
good Walls, and of very great Extent, Agcfilaus 
was oblig'd to follow him thither ; where the 
Mendcftan Prince beficged them; and Nctla?ie- 
hus would then have attack'd the Enemy, be- 
fore hisWorks, which were begun, were advane'd, 
and jprefs'd Agefilaus to that Purpofe ; but he rc- 
lus'd Compliance, at firlr, whicn extrcamly in- 
creased the Sufpicions concci v'd of him. At length, 
when he faw the Work in a fuflicient Forwardnefs, 
'**nd that there only remain'd as much Ground, 
between both Ends of the Line, as the Troops 
within the City would take up, when drawn up in 
battle, he told Netlanebus , it was then Time to 
attack the Enemy j that their own Lines would 
prevent their furrounding him; and that the In- 
l crval between them was exactly the Space he 



wanted, for ranging his Troops in fu :h a Manner, 
as they might all act. together effectively. The 
Attack was executed according to the Expectation 
of Agcjilaus\ the Befiegers were beatct:> a;;d from 
thenceforth, dgcjilaus directed all the Operations 
of the War with fo much Succefs, that the Ene- 
my Prince was always overcome, and 3 ac lair, 
taken Prifoner. 

The following Winter, after having well elrx- 
b.'ifh'd Netlanebus, he cmbark'd to return for L/- 
conia, but was driven, by contrary Winds, upon 
the Coaft of Africa, into a Place, ca!I\i the Port 
of Mcnelaus, where he fell fL*k, and dy'd, at the 
Age of Eighty-four Years. He had reiguVl l-ouv- 
one of them at Sparta ; and of thofc, ho hid 
pa fs'd Thirty, with the Reputation of the great- 
er!:, and moft powerful of all the Greek s j and had 
been look'd upon as the Leader, and King of al- 
moft all Greece, till the Battle of Lend? a. His 
latter Years did not entirely fupport the Reputa- 
tion he had acquir'd ; and Xe nophon, in his £/o- 
gium of this Prince, wherein he gives him the 
Preference to all other Captains, has been found 
to exaggerate his Virtues, and difguife his Defe&s 
too much. 

The Body of Jlgejilaus was carry 'd to Sparta: 
Thofe, who were about him, not having Honey, 
with which it was the Spartan Cuftom to cover 
the Bodies they would embalm, made Ufe of Wax 
in its Stead. His Son, Archidamui, fucceeded to 
the Throne, which continued in his Houfe, down 
to Jlgis, who was the Fifth King of the Line of 
Jgcjilaus. 

Towards the End of the Egyptian War, the 
greatcft Part of the Provinces, in Subjection to 
Perjia, revolted. -drtaxc/::cs Mnemon had been 
the involuntary Occafion of this Defection. Th.it 
Prince, of hirnfelf, was good, equitable, and be- 
nevolent : He lov'd his People, and was belov'd 
by them : He had Abundance of Mildnefs, and 
Sweetnefs of Temper ; but that Eafmefs c!< gem- 
rated into Sloth and Luxury, and particularly in 
the latter Years of his Life, in which he difco- 
ver'd a Diflike for all Bufinels ; from whence, the 
good Qualities, which he otherwife poffefs'd, as 
well as his beneficent Intentions, became ufelefs, 
and of no EfFe£r. The Nobility, and Governors 
of Provinces, abnfing his Favour, and the Infir- 
mities of his great Age, opprefs'd the People, 
treated them with fnfolencc, and Cruelty, loaded 
them with Taxes, and did every Thing in their 
Power to render the Pcrjian Yoke infupport- 
abie. 

The Difcontent became general, and broke out, 
after long fuffering, almolrat the fame Time on 
all Sides; Afia NJinor, Syria, Phanicia, and many 
other Provinces, dcclar'd themfelves openly, and 
took up Arms. The chief Leaders of the Confpi- 
racy were, Slriobarpanes, Prince of Phrygia ; 
fo/us, King of Caria ; Orontcs y Governor of vV/>- 
Jfa; and Jutophradates 9 Governor of Li ://./. pa- 
tames, of whom Mention has been made before, 
and who commanded in Cappadocia, was alio en- 
gaged in it. By this Means, half the Revenue* 
of the Crown were> on a fudden, diverted into 
different Channels, and the Remainder did not 
fuffice for the Expences of a War againlt the Re- 
volted, had they afted in Concert : But their U- 
nion was of no long Continuance, and thofe, who^ 
had been the fird, and molt zealous in (halving oiV 
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the Yoke, were alfo the foremoii: in rcfuming ir, 
and berraying die Inteivfts of the others, to make 

their Peace with the King. 

The Provin.es of Ajia Minor, on withdrawing 
from choir Obi-dience, hnd cnter'd into a Confe- 
deracy for their murual Defence; and chofen 0- 
ionics, Governor of Aly;ia for their General. They 
had aJfo rciblv'd to add Twenty Thoufand foreign 
Troops to thole of the Countr) , and had intruded 
the fame Ot otitis with the Care of railing them: 
Bur, when he had got the Money for that Service 
into his Hands, with che Addition of a Year's Pay, 
he kept ic for his own life, and delivered up the 
Per lb ns to the King, who had brought it from the 

revoked P; evinces. 

Rhcomithras, another of the Chiefs of Afia Mi- 
rror, being lent into Egypt to negotiate Relief, 
commiced a Treachery of che like Nature : Hav- 
ing brought from that Country Five Hundred Ta- 
lents, and Fifty Ships of War, he a trembled the 
principal Reverters at Lcucjs, a City of AJia Mi- 
nor* under Pretence of giving them an Account 
of his Negotiation, fciz'd them all, and deliver'd 
them to the King, to make his Peace, and kepc 
the Money he had receiv'd in Egypt for the Con- 
federacy. Thus this formidable Revolt, which 
had brought the Pajran Empire to the very Brink 
of Ruin, diflblv'd of itfeJf; or, to fpeak more 
properly, was fufpended for fome Time. 

The End of the Reign of Artaxetxcs abounded 
with Cabals ; the whole Court were divided into 
Factions, in Favour of one, or other of his Sons, 
who pretended to the Succeflion. He had a Hun- 
dred and Fifty by his Concubines, who were in 
Number Three Hundred and Sixty, and Three by 
his lawful Wife Jtojfa ; Darius, Ariafpcs, and 0- 
rhus. To put a Stop to thefe Pradices, he de- 
clared Darius, the El deft, his Succeifor. And, to 
remove all Caufe of difputing that Prince's Right 
after his Death, he permitted him to atfume, from 
thenceforth, theTitle of King, and wear the Royal 
Tiara. But the young Prince was for having fomc- 
thing more real. Befides which, the ReTufal of 
Jjrtaxerxes to give him one of his Concubines, 
whom he had demanded, had excreamly incens'd 
him, and he form'd a Conf piracy againft the Life 
of his Father, wherein he engaged Fifty of his 

Mothers. « w . , , 

It was Tiribafus, or whom Mention has been 

made fcveral Times before, who contributed the 
molt to his caking fo unnatural a Refolution, and 
that for a like Subject of Difcontent againft the 
King , who, having promis'd to give him one of 
his Daughters in Marriage, and then another, 
broke his Word both Times, and marry 'd them 
himfelf : Such abominable Incefts being permitted 
at that Time in Per/ia, their Religion not pro- 
hibiting them. 

The Number of the Confpirators were already 

very great, ur.d the Day lix'd for the Execution, 
when an luinuch, well acquainted with the whole 
Plot, dilcoverM it to the King. Upon this Infor- 
mation, Atttuxttses thought it would be highly 
imprudent to defpife fo great a Danger, by iieg- 
leciing a ftri£t Enquiry into it 5 but much more, 
to believe it, without certain and unqueftionablc 
Proof. He ;t flu red himfelf of it with his own 
Eyes. The Confpirators were fufter'd to enter the 
King'* Apartment, and then feiz'd. 'Darius, and 
all Kia Accomplices were puniuYd, as they de- 
fer v'd. 



After the Death of Darius, the Cabals beg;*;, 
again : Three of his Brothers were Competitors, 
Ariaffcs, Ocbus, and Ar fames. The Two fir CI pre- 
tended to the Throne, in Right of Birth, being 
Sons of the Queen. The Third had the King'* 
Favour, who lov'd him tenderly, though only the 
Son of a Concubine. Ochus, prompted by his reft- 
lefs Ambition, ftudy'd continually how to rid 
himfelf of both his Rivals. As he was equally 



cunning, and cruel, he employ 'd his Craft again!) 
Ariafpes, and his Cruelty againft Arfames. Know- 
ing the former to be extremely fimple and credu- 
lous, he made the Eunuchs of the Palace, whom 
he had found Means to corrupt, threaten him fo 
terribly, in the Name of the King his Father, 
that, expecting every Moment to be treated aa 
Darius had been, he poifon'd himfelf, to avoid 
it. After this, there remain'd only Arfames to 
give him Umbrage ; becaufc his Father, and all 
the World, look'd upon that Prince as moft wor- 
thy of the Throne, from his Ability, and other 
excel/en t Qualities : Hirn he caufed to be afTafli- 
nated by Har/ates, Son of liribafus. 

This Eofs* which followed clofe upon the other, 
and the extraordinary Wickednefs with which 
both were attended, gave the old King a fatal 
Affliction : Nor is it furprizing, that, at his Age, 
he mould not have Strength enough to fupport 
exceffive Anguilh and Sorrow. He funk under it 
into hisTomb, after a Reign of Forty- three Years; 
which might have been call'd happy, if not in- 
terrupted by many Revolts. The following Reign 
is as much difturb'd with them. 

The more the Memory of Jrtaxerxes Mnemon 
was honour'd and revered throughout the whole 
Empire, the more Ocbus belie v'd he had Reafon 
to fear for himfelf ; convine'd, in fucceeaing him, 
he fhould not find the fame favourable Difpofiti- 
ons in the People, and Nobility, of whom he had 
made himfelf the Horror, by the Murder of his 
two Brothers. To prevent that Averfion from 
occafioning his Exclufion, he gain'd over the Eu- 
nuchs, and others about the King's Perfon, to 
conceal his Death from the Publick. He began, 
by taking upon himfelf the Adminiftration ofAf- 
fairs, giving Orders, and fealing Decrees, in the 
Name of Jrtaxerxes, as if he had been ftill alive; 
and, by one of thofe Decrees, he caufed himfelf 
to be proclaim'd King throughout the whole Em- 
pire, always by the Order of Artaxerxes. After 
having govern'd, in this Manner, almoft Ten 
Months, believing himfelf fufficiently cftablifh'd, 
he, at length, declared the Death or his Father, 
and afcended the Throne, taking upon himfelf the 
Name of Artaxcrxcs. Hiftory, however, moft 
frequently, gives him that oxOchttsi by which 
we mall, therefore, generally call him, in the Se- 
quel of this Hiftory. 

He was the moft cruel and wicked of all the 
Princes of his Race, as his Actions foon fhew'd : 
In a very fhort Time, the Palace, and the whole 
Empire, were fil I'd with his Murders. To remove 
from the revolted Provinces all Means of fctting 
fome other of the Royal Family upon the Throne, 
and to rid himfelf, at once, of all Trouble, that 
the Princes, and Princefles of the Blood might 
occasion he put them all to Death > without Re- 
gard to Sex, Age, or Proximity of Blood. He 
caufed his own Sifter, Ocha, whole Daughter he 

had marry'd, to be bury'd alive, and having fli« c 

up 
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up one of his Uncles, with a Hundred of his Sons 
and Grandfons in a Court of the Palace, he or- 
dcr'd them all to be (hot to Death with Arrows, 
only, becaufc thofe Princes were much efteenVd 
by the Terfians for their Probity, and Valour. That 
Uncle was, certainly, the Father of Sifygambis, 
the Mother of Darius Codomamius : For,' Suintus 
Curtius tells us, that Ochus had caufed Eighty of 
her Brothers, with their Father, to be maflacred 
in one Day. He treated with the fame Barbarity, 
throughout the whole Empire, all thofe who gave 
him any Umbrage, fparing none of the Nobility, 
■whom he fufpccled guilty of the lcaft Difcontent 
whatsoever. 

However, thefe Cruelties, exercifed by Ochus, 
did not free him from Uneafinefs. Artabafns, 
Governor of one of the Ajtatick Provinces, en- 
gaged Chares* the Athenian, who commanded a 
Fleet, and a Body of Troops in thofe Parts, to 
aflift him ; and with his Aid, defeated an Army 
of Seventy Thoufand Men, fent by the King to 
reduce him. Artabafus, to reward fo great a 
Service, made Chares a Prefent in Money to de- 
fray the whole Expences of his Armament. The 
Tctfian Monarch refented exceedingly this Con- 
diet of the At enians. They were, at that Time, 
*.mploy'd in the War of the Allies i and the King's 
.Menace, to join their Enemies with a numerous 
Army, obliged them to recal Chares. 
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becaufc, when having been fent againft the Spra ■ 
tans, to the Aid of the Thebans ; and feeing hini- 
jclf abandoned in the Battle by the Allies', who 
had fled, he fuftain'd alone the Charge of the 
Jinemy ; his Soldiers, by his Order, having clofed 
their Files, with one Knee upon the Ground, 
cover'd with their Bucklers, and prefented their 
Pikes m Front, in fuch a Manner, they could not 
be broken ; and sJgef//aus, though viftorious, was 
obhged to retire. The Athenians erefted a Sta- 
tue to Chabrias, in the Attitude wherein he had 
fought. 

Iphicrates wns of very mean Extraction, his 
father having been a Shoemaker : But, in a free 
City, like Athens, Merit was the fole Nobility; 
accordingly, this General may be truly faid to 
be the Son of his Actions ; Having fignaiiz'd htm- 
leJr in a Naval Combat, wherein 'he was only a 
private Soldier, he was, foon after, employ'dwith 
Oilhnchon, and honoured with a Command. Jn 
a Profecution, which had been fomented againft 
him, his Accufcr, who was one of the Descen- 
dants or Harmodius, and made very great Ufe of 
his Ancefror's Name, having reproached him with 
the Bafei,efs of his Birth; Tes, reply'd he, the 
Aobility of my Family begins in me : But y-urs ends 

tn you. Hemarry'd the Daughter of Coax, Kin<r 
or Thrace. ° 
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Artabafus, being abandon'd by them, had Re- 
tt rfe to the Thebans ; of whom he obtain'd Five 
Thoufand Men, which he took in^o his Pay, with 
Pammenes to command them. This Reinforcement 
put him in a Condition to acquire two other Vic- 
tories over the King's Troops. Thofe two Anions 
did the Thban Tioops, and their Commander, 
great Honour : Thebes muft have been extremely 
animated againft the King of Perfta, to fend io 
powerful a BoJy of Troops to his Enemies, at a 
Time, when their Republick was engaged in a 
War with the Phocaans. h was, perhaps, the 
Effect of Policy*, to render themfelves more for- 
midable, and to enhance the Price of their Alli- 
ance. It is certain, foon after, they made their 
Peace with the King, who paid them Three Hun- 
dred Thoufand Crowns ; whereupon, Artabafus, 
deftitute of all Support, was overcome, at lair, 
and obliged to take Refuge with Philip, in Ma- 
ecdon. 

Ochus, being delivcr'd, at length, from fo dan- 
gerous an Enemy, turn'd all his Thought* on the 
Reduction of Egypt, that had revolted long be- 
fore : About the fame Time, fcvcral confiderablc 
Events happen'd in Greece, which have little, or 
no Relation with the Aftairs of Per/la ; and which, 
therefore, we fhall infert herej after which, we 
fli'all return to the Reign of Ochus, not to interrupt 
the Series of his Hiftory. 

Some few Years after the Revolt of Afia Minor, 
of which we have been freaking, in the Third 
Year of the Hundred and Fiftieth Olpmpiad, Chio, 
Cos, Rhodes, and Byzantium, took up Arms againft 
Athens, upon which, till then, they had depended. 
To reduce them, they employed both great Forces, 
*nd great Captains} Chabrias, Iphicrates, and Ti- 
motheus. They were the laft or the Athenian Ge- 
nerals, who did Honour to their Country ; no one, 
*fcer them, being diftinguifh'd by Merit, or Re- 
putation. 

Chabrias had already acquir'd a great Name* 



He is put in Competition with the greateft M en 
or Gt eece, efpecially for his Knowledge in War 
and military ; Difciplinc : He made feveral ufeful 
Alterations m the Soldiers Armour. Before, the 
Bucklers were very long and heavy ; and, for 
that Reafon, were to» great a Burden, and ex- 
tremely troublefome : He had them made Sorter; 
and lighter i fo that, without expofmg the Body 
they added to its Force and Agility. Q n the con- 
trary, he lengthen'd the Pikes and Swords, to 
make them cap.ible of reaching the Enemy at -i 
greater Diitance : He alio changed the CuiWcs'- 
andj inftcad of Iron, and Brafs, of which thev 
were made before, he caufed them to be made of 
Flax. It is not eafy to conceive how fuch Armour 
could defend the Soldiers, or be any Security a- 
gamft Wounds : But that Flax, being foak'd in 
Vinegar mingled with Sale, was prepared in fuch 
a Manner, that it grew hard, and became impe- 
netrable, either by Sword, or Firej infbmuch, that 
the Ufe thereof grew common amongft feveral 
Nations. 

No Troops were ever better exercis'd, or dif- 
ciphn'd, than thofe of Iphicrates : He kept therrf 
always in Aaion, and in Times of Peace and 
Tranquillity, made them perform all the necef- 
fary Evolutions, either in attacking the Enemy, 
or defending themfelves ; in laying Ambufcades, 
or avoiding them ; in keeping their Ranks, even 
in the Purfuit or the Enemy, without abandoning 
themfelves to an Ardour which often becomes pc£ 
nicious, or to rally with Succefs, after having be- 
gun to break and give Way. So that when Bar- 
tie was to be given, all was in Motion, with ad- 
mirable Promptitude and Order. The Officers 
and Soldiers, drew themfelves up without any 
Trouble, and even in the Heat of Action, per- 
formed their Parts, as well as the moft able Gcf- 
neral could have directed them. A Merit very 
uncommon, as wc have been inform'd, but very 
valuable i as it contributes, more than can be 
imagined, to the gaining of a Batik i and Ihews, 

a very 
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a very uncommon Superiority of Genius in the 
Genera]. 

Timor/sens was the Son of Cor.on, fo much cele- 
brated lor his great Actions, and the important 
Services he had rcndcr'J his Country. He did not 
degenerate from his Father's Reputation, either 
for his Merit in the Field, or hisAbili* r ;n the 
Government of the State ; but he added to thofe 
Excellencies, the Glory which refulcs from the 
Talents of the Mind, having diftinguiiVd himlelf 
particularly by the Gift of Eloquence, and a 
Tafle for the Sciences. 

No Captain, at firir, ever experienced lefs than 
himfelf the Inconstancy of the Fortune of War ; 
he needed only to undertake an Enterprize, to 
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accomplish it ; Succefs perpetually attended his 
V lews and Defires ; which uncommon Profpenty 
did not fail to excite Jealoufy. Thofe who en- 
vy'd him, caufed him to be painted afleep, whilft 
fit tune near him took Cities for him in Nets; to 
which Timothstts retorted coldly, 1/ 1 take "Places 
in my Sleep, what Jhatl I do wheii I am awake ? 
He took the Thing afterwards more to Heart, and 
growing more angry with thofe, who pretended 
to letfen the Glory oV his Actions, he declar'd in 
publick, that he did not owe his Succefs to his 
Fortune, but to himlelf. That Goddefs, fays P/u* 
tJiib, offended at his Pride and Arrogance, after- 
wards, abandoned him entirely, and he was never 
more fuccekful. Such were the Chiefs employ 'd 
in the War of the Allies. 

The War, and the Campaign open'd with the 
Siege of Cbio : Chares commanded the Land, and 
Chabiias the Sea, Forces. All the Allies exerted 
rhemfches in fending Aid to that I/land. Chabrias, 
having forced the Patfage, enter 'd the Port, not- 
u ithlrar.din^ all the Endeavours of the Enemy. 
The other Gallies were afraid to follow, and a- 
KmdonM him. He was immediately furrounded 
on all Sides, and his Velfel exceedingly damaged 
by the Afiaults of the Enemy : He might have 
favtd himfelf by fwimming to the Athenian Fleer, 
as his Soldiers; but, from a mifta ken Principle of 
Glory, he thought ic inconfiftent with the Duty of 
a General, to abandon hisVelfel in fuch a Manner, 
and prefcrr'd Death, which, in his Opinion, was 
glorious, to a (hameful Flight. 

This firlt Attempt having mifcarry'd, both 



Sides apply'd themfelves vigoroufly to making 
j.ew Preparations. The Athenians fitted out a 
Fleet of Sixty Gallies, and appointed Chares to 
command it; and arm'd Sixty more under the 
Conduct of Iphicratcs, and Timotheus. The Fleet 
ol the Allies confiftcd of an Hundred Sail. After 
having ravaged fevcral Iflands belonging to the 
Athenians, where they made a great Booty, they 
hit do .\n before Samos. The Athenians, on their 
Side, having united all their Forces, befieged 7iv- 
zMttittm, The Allies made all poilibJe Hafte to 
its Relief. The two Fleets being in View of each 
other, prepared to fight ; when iuddenly a violent 
Storm arole, not with landing which, Chares re- 
folv'd to advance againft the Enemy. The two 
other Captains, who had more Prudence and Ex- 
perience than him, thought improper to hazard 
a Battle in fuch a Juncture. Chares, enraged at 
their nut following his Advice, callYJ the Soldiers 
to witnel:;, that it was not his Fault they did not 

fiftht rhe i^rtxy. l ie was naturally vain, olten- Crime : He had not only abandon^! "the Service 
rauouf , and full of himfcil ; one who exaggerated of the Republic!; for a foreign War, bur ' aflcwW 



his own Services, depreciated thofe of others, and 
arrogated tohimfelf the wholeGlory of all Succeik 
He wrote to Athens againft his two Collegues, an' 
accu.'d them ol Cowardice, and Treafon, Upon 
his Complaint, the People, who were capricious, 
warm, fufpicio-js-, and naturally jealous of fuch as 
were diltinguilh'^ by their extraordinary Merit r*- 
Authority, recalled thofe twoGencraL, and brouoht 
tr.em to a Trial. 0 

The Faction of Chare: , wh:»*h was very power- 
ful azAtbcns, having declared agaii.ii limotheus 
he was fentene'd to pay a Fine of an Hundred 
Talents ; a worthy Reward tor the noble Difintc- 
reftednefs he har J P»wn upon another Occafion in 
bringing horn lu his Country Twelve Hundred 
Taierrs of Booty taken from the Enemy, wit hour, 
the leaifc Deduction for himfelf. He could bear no 
longer the Sight of an ungrateful City ; and bein~ 

«°? po L °r C 2v pa >* fo S reac a Wnc, rctir'd to Chalcit 
After his Death, the People, touch'd with Repen- 
tance, mitigated the Fine to Ten Talents ; which 
they made his Son Conon pay, to rebuild a certain 
Part of the Walls. Thus, by an Event, fufficicntJy 
odd, thofe very Walls, which his Grandfather had 
rebuilt with the Spoils of the Enemy, the Grand- 
ion, to the Shame of Athens, repair'd, in Part, at 
his own Ex pence. 

Iphicratcs was alfo obliged to anfwer for him- 
lelr before the Judges : It was upon this Occafion, 
that Ari/tophofh another Athenian Captain, accus'd 
him of having betray'd and fold the FJeet under 

A S S?JK mand- J P hicrates > wich the Confidence an 
eltabhih d Reputation infpires, ask'd him, Would 

you have been guilty of committing a*T teat on of this 
Mature ? No (anfwer'd Arijlopbcji) I am a Man of 
too much Honour for j fuch anAcJicn! /hid can any 
one believe ( reply 'd Iphicratcs ) that I would be 
guilty oj an Acfio?i a which Ariftophon would from? 
However, he did not only employ the Force of 
u4,gume?its in his Defence, he call'd in alfo the 
Afliftance of Arms: Inftrufted far his College's 
ill fcuccefs, he faw plainly, that it was more 3 ne- 
ceffary to intimidate, than convince his Judges. 
He pofted round the Place where they affcmblcd! 
a Number of young Perfons, arm'd with Poniards' 
which they took Care to ftew, from Time to' 
Time. They could not refill fo forcible and tri- 
umphant a Kind of Eloquence, and difmifs'd him 
acquitted of the Charge. When he was afterwards 
reproach'd with fo violent a Proceeding ; / bad 
been a Fool indeed (faid he) if having made !t r ar 
fuccefsfullyfor the Athenians, I had neglecled doing 
fo for my f elf 

Chares, by the Recal of his two Collegues, was 
left fole General of the whole Army; and was in 
Condition to have advane'd the Athenian Affairs 
very much in the Hellefpont, if he had known 
how to refift the magnificent Offers of Artabafuu 
That Viceroy, who had revolted in Ajfa Minor 
againft the King of Perfta, his Matter, being 
hemm'd in by an Army of Seventy Thou fan tl 
Men ; and juft upon the Point of being ruin'd, 
from rhe Inequality of his Forces, corrupted Cha- 
res. That General, who had no Thoughts but of 
enriching himfelf, inarch v d direftly to the Aflif- 
tancc of Artabafttsi effectually relic v'd him ; and 
rccciv'd a proportionable Reward for the Service. 
The Action of Chares was treaced as a capital 
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the King of Pcrfia ; who threatned, by his Am- 
baffadors, to equip Three Hundred Sail of Ships, 
in Favour of the iflandcrs, ally'd againft Athens. 
1 lowever, the Atbcniaiis, intimidated by the Me- 
naces of the King, apply'd themfelves ferioufly 
to prevenc their EfFe&s, by a general Peace. 

Prior to thefe Menaces, Ifocrates had earneftly 
recommended this Treaty to them, in a fine Dii- 
courfe,vvhich is (kill extanc, wherein he gives them 
excellent Advice : He reproaches them with great 
Liberty, as docs Demofthenes, in almoft all his 
Orations, of abandoning themfelves blindly to the 
infjnuations of Orators, who flatter their Paflions; 
whilft they treat thofe with Contempt, who give 
them the moll falutary Counfels. He applies him- 
feJf, particularly, to correct in their violent Paf- 
fion tor the Augmentation of their Power, and 
Dominion over the People of Greece, which had 
been the Source of all their Misfortunes. He re- 
calls to their Remembrance thofe happy Days, fo 
glorious for Athens* in which their Anceftors, out 
of a noble and generous Dihlntereft, facrihx'd 
every Thing for the Support of the common Li- 
berty, and the Prefervation of G. eece 3 and com- 
pares them with the then fad Times, wherein 
the Ambition of Sparta, Xknd afterwards that of 
Athens y had fuccefli vely plunged both Cities into 
the greateft Misfortunes : He reprefeiirs' to themi 
that the real and lading Greatnefs of a State does 
not confift in augmenting its Dominions, or ex- 
tending its Conquefts to the utmoft ; which can- 
not be effected without Violence and Injufticej but 
in the wife Government of the People; in render- 
ing them happy; in protecting their Allies \ in 
being belov'd, and efteem'd by their Neighbours, 
and fear'd by their Enemies. A State, fays he, 
cannot fail of becoming the Arbiter of all its 
Neighbours, when it knows how to unite, in its 
Meafures, the two great Qualities, Juftice and 
Power, which mutually fupport each other, and 
ought to be infe parable : For, as Power, not re- 
gulated by the Motives of Reafon and Juftice, has 
Recourfe to the mod violent Methods to crulh and 
fubvert whatever oppofes it ; fo Juftice, when un- 
arm 'd, and without Power, is expofed to Injury ; 
and neither in a Condition to defend itfelf, or 
protect others. The Conclufion, drawn by Ifo- 
crates from this Reafoning, is, That Athens, it it 
would be happy, and in Tranquillity, ought not 
to aim at the Empire of the Sea, for the Sake of 
lording it over all other Stares, but fliould con- 
clude a Peace, whereby every City and People 
ihould be left to the full Enjoyment of their Li- 
berty, and declare themfelves irreconcileablc E- 
nemies of whofoever fhould prefume to difturb 
that Peace, or contravene fuch Meafures. 

The Peace was concluded, accordingly, on fuch 
Conditions; and it was ftipulated, that Rhodes, 
Byzantium, Chio, and Cos y fliould enjoy entire Li- 
berty. The War of the Allies ended in this Man- 
ner, after having continued Three Years. 

This Peace did not entirely remove the Appre- 
henfion raifed in the Athenians, by the great Pre- 
parations of the Per flan Monarch, which gave 
them Umbrage : They were afraid, fo formidable 
an Armament was intended again/l Greece : And 

that Egypt was only a plaufible Pretence, with 
which that King cover'd his real Defign. The 
Orators increased the Fears of the People, by their 
iJifcourfea ; and exhorted them to have an immc- 
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diate Recourfe to their Arms ; to prevent the 
King of Pcrfia, by a previous Declaration of War j 
and make a League with all the People of Greece 
again ft the common Enemy. L>cmojlhenes made 
his firft Appearance in publick, at this Time, and 
mounted the Tribunal for Harangues to give his 
Opinion. He was then about Twenty-eight Years 
or Age ; and, on that Occafion, more prudent 
than thofe rafli Orators ; and having, no Doubt, 
in View, the Importance to the Republic^, of the 
Aid of the Perjians againft Philip, 'he durft not, 
indeed, oppofe, in a di reft Manner, their Advice; 
left he fhould render himfelf fufpecled : Bur, ad- 
mitting, as a Principle from the firft, that it was 
neceflary, to confider the King of Perjia as the 
eternal Enemy of Greece, he reprefented, that it 
was not confident with Prudence, in an Affair of 
fuch great Confequence, to precipitate any Thing; 
that it was very improper, by a Refolution taken 
upon light and uncertain Reports , and by a too 
early Declaration of War, to furnifh fo powerful 
a Prince with a juft Reafon to turn his Arms 
againft Greece j that all which was neceflary, 
prefent,- was to fit out a Fleet of Three Hundred 
Sail, and hold the Troops in a Readinels, and 
Condition, to make an effectual, and vigorous De- 
fence, in Cafe of being actack'd ; that, by fo do- 
ing, all the People of Greece, without farther in- 

would be fufficiently appriz'd of the 
common Danger to join them ; and, that the Re- 
port alone of fuch an Armament would be enough 
to induce the King of Perfia to change his Mea- 
fures, admitting he fhould have form'd any De- 
figns againft Greece. 

For the Reft, he was not of Opinion, that it 
was necetiary to levy any immediate Tax upon the 
Eftates of private Perfons, for the Expence of this 
War, which would not amount to a great Sum, 
nor fuffice for the Occafion. It is better, faid he, 
to rely upon the Zeal and Generofity of the Citi- 
zens. Our City may be faid to be almoft as rich 
as all the other Cities of Greece together. (He 
had before obferv'd, that the Eftimate of the 
Lands of Attica amounted to Six Thoufand Ta- 
lents.) When we fhall fee the Reality, and Ap- 
proach of the Danger, every- body will be ready 
to contribute to the Expcnces of the War ; as no- 
body can be fo void of Reafon, as to prefer the 
Hazard of lofing their whole Eftate, with their 
Liberty, to facriiicing a fmall Part of it to their 
own, and the Prefervation of their Country. 

And wc ought not to fear, as fome People 
would infinuate, that the great Riches of the King 
of Perjia enables him to raife a great Body of 
Auxiliaries, and renders his Army formidable a- 
gainft us. Our Greeks, when they are to march 
againft Egypt, or O routes t and the other Barb a- 
rians, ferve willingly under the Per/tans ; but not 
one of them, I dare be atfur'd ; not a Angle Man 
of them, will ever refolve to bear Arms againft 
Greece. 

This Difcourfc had all the Efleft that could 
have been wiuVd. The refin'd, and delicate Ad- 
drefs of the Orator, in advifing the Impofuion of 
a Tax to be defer i \J, and arr fully explaining, ac 
the fame Time, that it would only fall upon the 
Rich, was highly proper to rentier abortive an 
A Hair, which had no other Foundation than in 
the overheated Imagination of fome Orators, who 
were, perhaps, iiiicrtftcd in chc V\ ar rhev ad\i«.\l. 
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Two Years after, an Enterprize of the Laceda- 
moniaxs againft Megalopolis, a City of Arcadia, 
gave Dcmojl henes anocher Opportunity to fignalize 
his Zeal, and difplay his Eloquence. That City, 
which had been lately eftabliih'd by the Arcadi- 
ans, who had fettled a numerous Colony there, 
drawn out of different Cicics, and which might 
ferve as a Fortrefs and Bulwark againft Sparta, 
gave the Lacedamonians great L/neafinefs, and a- 
larm'd them extremely : They refolv'd, therefore, 
to attack, and make themfelves Mafters of it. The 
JSlegalopolitans, who, without Doubt, had renoun- 
ced their Alliance with Thebes, had Recourfe to 
yjthens, and implor'd its Protection : The other 
People who were concern'd, fent alfo their Depu- 
ties thither, and the Affair was debated before the 
People. 

Dcwojlhenes founded his Difcourfe, from the 
Beginning of it, upon this Principle ; that it was 
of the kit Importance to prevent either Sparta^ or 
Thebes, from growing too powerful 5 and from 
being in a Condition to give Laws to the Reft of 
Gf c't ce. Now, purfucd he, it is evident, chat, if 
we abandon Megalapolis to the Lxcedtcmontans, 
they will foon make themfelves Mafters of Mef- 
fen': alfo, two ftrong neighbouring Cities, which 
are a Check upon parta, and keep it within due 
Bounds. The Alliance we fhall make with the 
Atcadians % in declaring for Megalopolis, is, there- 
fore, the certain Means to preferve fo neceffary 
a Balance between Sparta and Thebes j becaufe, 
whatever happens, neither the one, nor the other, 
will be able to hurt us> whilft the Orcadians are 
our Allies ^ whofe Forces, in Conjunction with 
ours, will always be fuperior to thofe of either of 
them. 

A we;ghtyObjc£tion to this Advice of Demqflhe- 
?irs, was the Alliance actually fubfifting between 
J t hens and Sparta : For, in fhort, faid the Ora- 
tors, w ho oppos'd Demofthe?ies, what Idea will the 
Woild have of Athens, if we change, in fuch a 
Manner, with the Times 5 or, is it confident with 
Juftice, to pay no Regard to the Faith of Trea- 
ties? "We ought ( reply 'd Dcmofthenes> whofe 
very Words we lhall repeat in this Place) " in- 
« deed, always to have Juftice in View, and to 
" make it the Rule of our Conduct ; but, at the 
" fame Time, our Conformity to it fhould confift 
" with the publick Good, and the Jntereft of the 
" Stare. 51 It has been a conftant Maxim with us 
to aflift the Opprefled. (He cites the Lacedamo- 
mans themfelves, the Tkebans, and Eubaaw, as 
Examples.) We have never vary'd from this Prin- 
ciple. The Reproach of changing, therefore, 
ou^ht not to fall upon us, but upon thofe, whofe 
Injufticc and Ufurpation oblige us to declare a- 

gainft them. 

We cannot help admiring the Language of Po- 
liticians: To hear them talk, it is always Reafon, 
and the ftricteft Juftice, that determines them ; 
but, to fee them aft, makes it evident, that Jn- 
tereft and Ambition are the fole Rule and Guide 
of their Conduct. Their Difcourfe is an Effect 
of t at Regard for Juftice, which Nature has im- 
planted in the Mind of Man, and which they 
cannot entirely (hake off. There arc few, who 
venture to declare againft that internal Principle, 
in 'heir Exprelfions, or contradict it openlv 5 and 
there are alio few, who follow it with Fidelity 

and Conltancy in their Actions. Greece never was 



known to have more Treaties of Alliance, than ar 
the Time we are now f peaking of. nor were they 
ever lefs regarded. This Contempt of the Religion 
of Oaths in States, is a Proof of their Decline; 
and often denotes, and occalions their approaching 
Ruin. 

The Athenians, mov'd with the eloquent Dif- 
courfe of Demojlhene s, fent Three Thouhmd Foot, 
and Three Hundred Horfe, to the Aid of the 
Megalopolitans, under the Command of Pammenes. 
Megalopolis was reinftated in its former Condition; 
and its Inhabitants, who had retir'd into their own 
Countries, were oblig'd to return. 

In the mean While, the Peace, which had put 
an End to the War of the Allies, did not procure, 
for all of them, the Tranquillity they had Reafon 
to expect from it. The People or Rhodes, and 
Cos, who had been declar'd free by that Treaty, 
only chang'd their Matter. Mau/o/us, King of 
Caria, who had aflifted them in throwing oft the 
Athenian Yoke, impos'd his own upon them. Ha- 
ving publickly declar'd himfelf for the Rich and 
Powerful, he inflav'd the People, and made them 
fuffer exceedingly : He dy'd, the fecond Year af- 
ter the Treaty of Peace, having reign'd Twenty- 
four Years, sir tern if a, his Wife, fucceeded him ; 
and, as flic was fupported with all the Influence 
of the King of Perfia, fhe maintain'd her Power 
in the files lately fubjedted. 

In fpeaking here of Artemifa % it is proper to 
obferve, that flie muft not be confounded with 
another Artemifa, who liv'd above a Hundred 
Years before, in the Time of Xerxes ; and who 
diftinguifh'd her Refolution and Prudence fo much 
in the naval Battle of Salamis. Several celebrated 
Writers have fallen into this Error, through In- 
advertency. 

This Princefs immortaliz'd herfelf. by the Ho- 
nours flie render'd to the Memory of Maufo/us, 
her Husband. She caus'd a magnificent Monu- 
ment to be erected for him in Halicarnajfus, cal- 
led the Maufolaum\ and was efteem'd, for its 
Beauty, one of the Wonders of the World} and 
which gave the Name of Maufolaum to all fuc- 
ceeding Structures, great and magnificent in the 
fame Kind. 

She endeavour'd alfo to eternize the Name of 
Maufolus, bj other Monuments, which fhe be- 
liev'd more durable than thofe of Brafs, or Marble, 
but are often no better Proof againft the Injuries 
of Time j we mean. Works of Wit. She caus'd 
excellent Panegyricks to be made in Honour of 
her Husband, and propos'd a Prize of great Va- 
lue, for the Perfon, whofe Performance mould be 
beft. Amongft many others, the celebrated Ifo- 
c rates, and Thtopompus, his Difciple, were Com- 
petitors for it. 

Theop mpus carry'd it from them all 5 and had 
the Weaknefs and Vanity to boaft, in publick, of 
having gain'd the Prize againft his Matter ; pre- 
ferring, as is too common, the Fame of fine Parts, 
to the Glory of a good Heart. He had rcprefentnl 
Maufolus, in hisHittory, as a Prince moft fordidly 
avaritious ; to whom all Means of a matting Trea- 
fure were good, and eligible : He painted him, 
without Doubt, in very different Colours in 'tis 
Panegyrick; or clfe he would never have pL-Jv'd 
the Princefs, his Con fort. 



But, be fides thefe, that illuftrious Widow pre- 
par'd a Tomb of a very different Nature for 

foliu 
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joins: Having gathcr'd his Afties, and had the 
Bones beaten in a Mortar, fhe mingled fome of 
the Powder, every Day, in her Drink, till fhe had 
drank it all off 5 defiring, by thac Means, to make 
her own Body the Sepulchre of her Husband : She 
furviv'd him only two Years, and her Grief did 

not end but with her Life. 

Inftead of Tears, in which molt Writers plunge 
Artemifa, during her Widowhood, there are fome, 
who fay, fhe made very confide r able Concjuefts : 
Jn EfFecl, it appears, by one of the Orations of 
Dcmojihenes, thac fhe was not look'd upon at A- 
tbens as a forlorn Relict, who neglected the Af- 
fairs of her Kingdom : But we have fomething 
more decifive upon this Head. Vitruvius tells us, 
that, after the Death of Maufolus, the Rhodians, 
offended, thac a Woman lhould reign in Carta, 
undertook to dethrone her. They left Rhodes, for 
that Furpofe, with their Fleet, and enter'd the 
great Port of Halicarnaffus. The Queen, being 
jnform'd of their Defign, had given the Inhabi- 
tants Orders to keep within the Walls ; and when 
the Enemy fhould arrive, to exprefs, by Shouts, 
and clapping of Hands, a Readinefs to furrender 
the City to them. The Rhodians quitted their 
Ships, and went in all Halle to the publick Place, 
leaving their Fleet without any to guard it. In 
the mean Time, Artemifa came ouc with her Gal- 
lies from the little Port, through a fmall Canal, 
which fhe had caus'd to be cut on Purpofe, enter'd 
the great Port 5 feiz'd the Enemies Fleet without 
Refinance, and having put her Soldiers and Ma- 
riners on board of it, lne fet Sail. The Rhodians, 
having no Means of efcaping, were all put to 
the Sword. The Queen all the While advane'd 
towards Rhodes. When the Inhabitants faw their 
Veflels approach, adorn'd with Wreaths of Laurel, 
they rais'd great Shouts, and receiv'd their vi£to- 
rious, and triumphant Fleet, with extraordinary 
Marks of Joy. It was fo in EfFecl, buc in ano- 
ther Senfe than they imagin'd : Artemifa, having 
met with no Refinance, took PofTeflion of the 
City, and put the principal Inhabitants to Death. 
She caus'd a Trophy of her Viftory to be erected 
in it, and fet up two Statues of Brafs j one of 
which reprefented the City of Rhodes, and the 
other Artemifa branding it with a hot Iron- Vi- 
truvius adds, that the Rhodians durft never de- 
rnolifh that Trophy, their Religion forbidding it; 
but they furrounded it with a Building, which 
t i rely prevented it from being feen. 
All this, as Monfieur Bay/e obferves, in his 
Dictionary, does noc exprefs a forlorn, and incon- 
folable Widow, who pnfs'd her whole Time in 
Grief and Lamentation j which makes it reafon- 



able to fufpeft, thac whatever is reported of Ex- 
cefs in the Mourning of Artemifa, has no other 
Foundation, than its being advane'd at a Venture 
by fome Writer, and afterwards copy'd by all the 
Reft. 

We fhould be better plcas'd, for the Honour 
of Artemifa, if it had been faid, as there is no- 
thing incredible in it, that, by a Fortitude, and 
Greatnefs of Mind, of which her Sex has many 
Examples, fhe had known how to unite the fe- 

vere Affliction of the Widow, with the active 
Courage of the Queen and made the Affairs of 
her Government ferve for her Confolation. Ne- 
gotia pro folatiis accipiens* 

The Rhodians being created by Art em if a, in 
the Manner which has been faid, and unable to 
fupporc any longer fo fevere, and fhameful a 
Servitude, they had Recourfe to the Athenians, and 
implor'd their Protection ; though they had ren- 
der'd themfelves intirely unworthy of it, by their 
Revolt. Demofibenes took upon him to fpeak to 
the People in their Behalf: He began, wich fet- 
ting forth their Crime in its full Light; he in- 
larged upon their Injuftice and Perfidy ; he even 
feem'd to enter into the People's juft Sentiments 
of Refentmenc and Indignation ; and it was cer- 
tainly thought he was going to declare himfelf in 
the i\ rrongeft Terms again ft the Rhodians : But, 
all this was only the Art of the Orator, to infi- 
nuate himfelf into the Opinion of his Auditors, 
and excite in them quite contrary Sentiments of 
Goodnefs and Companion for a People, who ac- 
knowledge their Fault ; confefs'd their LTnworthi- 
nefs ; and, who, neverthelefs, were come to im- 
plore the .Protection of the Republick. He fets 
before them the great Maxims, which, in all 
Ages, had conftituted the Glory of Athens ; the 
forgiving Injuries, pardoning Rebels, and defend- 
ing the Unfortunate. To the Motives of Glory, 
he adjoins thofe of Intereft ; in ihewing the Im- 
portance of declaring for a Cicy, thac favour'd 
the Democratick Government , and of not aban- 
doning an Ifland, fo powerful, as thac of Rhodes : 
This js the Subftance of the Oration of Demofthe- 
nes, incitled, For the Liberty of the Rhodians. The 
Death of Arte mi fa-, which bappen'd the fame Year, 
it is very likely, re-cftablifli'd the Rhodians in 
their Liberty. She was fuccecded by her Brother 
Idriaus, who efpous'd his own Sifter Ada ; as 
Maufolus had done Artcmifa : It being the Cuftom 
in Carta, for the Kings to efpoufe their Sifters in 
this Manner; and for the Widows to fuccecd their 
Husbands in che Throne, in Preference to the Bro- 
thers, and even the Children of the DefuncT. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The fvcccfful Expedition of Ochus, againft Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Egypt ; His Reafons 
for definrg the Grecian States to live in Peace with each other ; The deplorable Fate 
ffSldon; The Treachery of Tames juftly puni/Jfd ; Ochus is murder d by the Eur 
vuJj Bagons, as is alfo Arfes, who fuccecds him ; Dionyflus the Younger reafcends 
the Throne of Syracufe ; The Inhabitants of that City defire Aid of the Corinthians; 
they Jiud him Timoleon; He enters Syracufe, nopwthft l anding all the joint Endeavours 
(f Iceta*, Tyrant of the Leontines, and the Carthaginians, to prevent him ; Diony- 
iius fur renders himfclf to him, and retires to Corinth ; He gains fever al Viclorics y 
and rcfio.es Libuly to Syracufe; His Death ; Extraordinary Honours paid to his Mc^ 
iHorj; Abridgment of the Life of Demoflheues. 



TO return to Ochus, as we obferv'd before, 
he medicated the Reduaion of Egypt to 
his Obedience ; which had long pretended 
to maintain itfelf in Independence : Whilft he 
uas making great Preparations for this important 
Expedition, he received Advice of the Revolt of 
Pkwnicsa. That People, opprefs'd by the Perfian 
Government, rcfolv'd to throw off fo heavy a 
Yoke, and made a League with Neclanebus, King 
of Etyph againit whom Pcrfia was marching its 
Armic*. As there was no other Paifage for that 
Invalion, but through Phoznhia, this Revolt was 
very feafonable for Neclanebus - y who, therefore, 
fent Mint or* the Rhodian, to fupport the Rebels, 
with FourThoufand Grec ian Troops : He intended, 
by that Means, to make Phanicia his Barrier, and 
nop the Per/tans there. The Phcznhians took the 
Field with that Reinforcement, beat the Gover- 
nors of Syria and Ci/icia, who had been fent a- 
gaihit them, and drove the Per/tans intircly out 

of -frLxniaa. 

The Cyprians, who were not better treated than 

the Ptmician, feeing the good Succefs which had 
attended thib Revolt, follow* their Example, and 
join d in their League with Egypt. Ochus fent Or- 
ders to IJrUui, King of Carta, to make War upon 
them who, loon after, fitted out a Fleer, and 
fent EiwhcThoufand Greeks along with it, under 
the Command of Phocion, the Mheuian, and Eva- 
aoras, who is belie v'd to have been the Son of 
McttU*. Ic is probable, that he had been expell'd 
by his Uncle Protagoras, and, that he had em- 
brae'd with Plcafurc. this Opportunity of rcafcend- 
in B the I bone : His Knowledge of the Country, 
and the Pauy he had there, made the King of 
Pafia chufc him, very wifely, to command in 
dm Kxptdiiion. 'i hey made a Defcent upon the 
liland, where their Army increased to double its 
Number, by the Reinforcements, which came from 
Miia sii.il CUina. The Hopes of inriching them- 
fcheN by the Spoils of rhis Ifland, which was very 
npnlvM, drew thither Abundance of Troops, and 
they form VI ihc biege of Sa/amis by Sea and Land. 
The Ifland of Cyptus had, at that lime, nine 



Cities, confiderable enough, to have each of them 
a petty King : Bur, all thofe Kings were ftill 
Subjects of Perfia } though they had, upon this 
Occcfion, united together, to throw off that Yoke, 
and render themfelves independent. 

In the mean While, as Ochus had qb/erv'd, that 
the Egyptian War was always unfuccefsful, from 
the ill Conduct of the Generals fenc thither, he 
refol v'd to take the Care of it upon himfeif : But, 
before he fee out, he fignify'd his Defire to the 
States of Greece, that they would put an End to 
their Divitions, and ceafe making War upon each 
other. 

It is a juft Matter of Surprize, that the Court 
of Perfia ftiould infift fo earneftly, and lb often, 
to have the People of Greece live in Tranquillity 
with each other, and obferve inviolably die Ar- 
ticles of the Treaty of Antalcides y the principal 
End of which was, the Eftabli foment of a iafling 
Union amongft them : It had formerly employ'd 
a quite different Policy. From the Time of the 
Mifcarriage of the Enterprizc, againft Greece 
under Xerxes, the Pcrjsans, judging Gold and 
Silver a more proper Means of fubjecting it, than 
that of the Sword, did not attack it with open 
Force, but by the fecret Method of clofe In- 
trigues. They convey'd confiderable Sums into 
it privately; to corrupt the Perfons of Credit and 
Authority in the great Cities j and were conttantly 
watching Occafions, to arm them againft each 
other, and deprive them of the Leifurc and Means 
to invade j4fia Minor. They were particularly 
careful to declare fometimes for one, and fome- 
times for another, in Order to fupport a Kind of 
Ballancc amongft: them ; which put it out of the 
Power of any of thofe Republicks to aggrandize 
themfelves ^ too much, and, by that Means, be- 
come formidable to Perfia. 

But, thac Nattion employ'd a quite different 
Conduct, at this Time, in enjoining the People of 
Greece, not ro make War with each other; and 
commanding them to obferve an univerfal Peace, 
upon Pain of incurring their Difpleafure, in Cafe 
of Dilbbediciicc : Pc>J$a t without Doubr, did not 

take 
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&ke that Rcfolution at a Venture, and had tehir 
Reafons to behave in fuch a Manner. 

The Defign of the Pa/tans might be, to fofcen 
their Spirit by Degrees, in difarming their Hands ; 
to blunt the Edge of that Valour, which fpur- 
red them on perpetually, with noble Emulation ; 
to extinguish in them their Paffion for Glory and 
Viclory ; to render languid, by long Idlenefs, and 
forced Eafe, the Activity natural to them j and, in 
ihort, to bring them into the Number of th ofe 
People, whom a quiet and effeminate Life ener- 
vates, and who lofe in Sloth and Peace that mar- 
tial Ardor, which Combats, and even Dangers, 

are apt to infpire. ' 

The King of Per ft a who then reigned, had a 
perfonal Jntereft, as well as his Predccetibr, in im- 
po/i')g thefe Terms upon the Greeks. Egypt had 
long thrown off the Perfian Yoke, and given that 
Empire juft Caufc of Oneafinefs. Ocbus had re- 
folved to go in Perfon to reduce the Rebels : He 
had that Expedition extremely at Heart, and ne- 
glecled nothing that could promote its Succefs. 
The famous Retreat of the Ten Thoufand, without 
enumerating many other Actions of a like Nature, 
had left a great Idea in Perjia of the Grecian Va- 
lour: That Prince relied therefore, more upon a 
fmall Body of Greeks in his Pay, than upon the 
whole Army of the Pcr]ians> as numerous as it 
was ; and he well knew, that the inteftine Divifi- 
ons of Greece would reader the Cities incapable of 
fupplying that Number of Soldiers for which he 
had Occafion. 

In fhort, as a goo 1 Politician, he could not en- 
ter upon Action in Egypt, till he had fecured ail 
behind him, Ionia efpecially, and its neighbour- 
ing Provinces. Now the rnoft certain Means to 
hold them in Obedience, was to deprive them of 
all Hope of Aid from the Greeks \ to whom they 
had always Recourfe in Times of Revolt, and 
without whom they were in no Condition to form 
any great Enterprizcs. 

When Ocbus had taken all his Meafurcs, and 
made the neccflary Preparations, he repaired to 
the Frontiers of Phoenicia, where he had an Army 
of Three hundred thoufand Foot, and Thirty thou- 
fand Horfe> and put himfelf at the Head of it. 
Mentor was then at Sidon with the Grecian Troops; 
and quite confounded at the Approach of fo great 
an Army, he fent fecretly to the Per //an, to make 
him Oilers not only of lurrendering Sidon to him, 
but of ferving him in Egypt, where he was well 
acquainted with the Country, and might be very 
ufeful to him : Ocbus agreed readily to theP ropo- 
fal j upon which he engaged Tennes, King of oV- 
don, in the fame Treachery, and they furrender'd 
the PJace, in Concert, to that Aionarch. 

The Sidonians had fee Fire to their Ships upon 
the Approach of the King's 7'roops, in order to 
lay the People under the Nccellity of making a 
good Defence, by removing all Hope of any other 
Security. When they faw themfelvcs bctrav'd, 
that the Enemy were Ma Iters of the City, and 
th at there was no PolUbility of elcaping either by 
Sea or Land, in the Dcfpair of their Condition, 
fhey fhut chemfclves up in their Houfes, and fet 
diem on Fire. Forty thoufand Men, without 
reckoning Women and Children, pcrilh'd in thin 
Manner. The Fate of Tennes, their King, was 
"01 a Jot better : Ocbus, feeing himfelf Mailer of 

Sidon, and having no farther Occafion for him, 



caufed him to be put to Death ; a jufl: Reward of 
his Treachery ! and an evident Proof, that the 
Per/ian did not yield to him in Perfidy I At the 
Time this Misfortune happcnVl, there were im- 
menfe Riches in Sidon; wherefore, as the Flames 
melted the Gold and Silver, Ocbus fold the Cynders 
for a considerable Sum of Money. 

The dreadful Ruin of this City ftruck fo great 
a Terror into all the reft of Phoenicia, that it fub- 
mittcd, and obtain'd Conditions, not unreafon.ible, 
from the King. Ocbus made no great Difficulty 
in complying with their Demands, becaufe he 
would not lofe the Time there, he had fo much 
Occailon for, in the Execution of his Dcfigns a- 

gainit Egypt. 

Before he began his March to enter that Coun- 
try, he was join'd by a Body of Ten Thoufand 
Greeks: From the Beginning of this Expedition 
he had demanded Troops from Greece; and the 
Atbcnians and Lacedamonia?is had excufed them- 
felves from furnifhing him any at that Time; it 
being impofliblc for them to do it, whatever De- 
fire they might have, as they faid, to cultivate 
a good Corrcfpondencc with the King. The T he- 
bans fent him a Thoufand Men under the Command 
of Lachares ; the Argive<, Three thoufand. under 
Nicojlratns. The reft came from the Cities of 
Jfia : All thefe Troops join'd him immediately 
after the taking of Sidon. 

The Jews muft have had fome Share in this 
War of the Phoenicians again ft Per/la : For Sidon 
was no fooner taken, than Ocbus enter'd Jud<za, 
and befieged the City of Jericho, which he took : 
Befides which, it appears that he carried a great 
Number of Jewijh Captives into Egypt, and fent 
many others into Hyrcania, where he fettled them 
them along the Coaft of the Cafpian Sea. 

Ochus alfo put an End to the War with Cyprus 
at the fame Time : That of Egypt fo entirely en- 
grofled his Attention, that, in order to have no- 
thing to divert him from it, he was farisfy'd with 
coming to an Accommodation with the nine Kings 
of Cyprus, who fubmitted to him upon certain 
Conditions, and were all continued in their little 
Stares. Evagoras demanded to be re- inflated in 
the Kingdom of Salamis : ft was made evident, 
that he had committed the rnoft flagrant Oppref- 
Hons during his Reign, and that he had not been 
unjufrly dethroned. Protagoras was therefore con- 
firmed in the Kigdom of Salamis, and the King 
•gave Evagoras a remote Government. He be- 
haved no better in that, and was again expelPd. 
He afterwards return'd to Salamis, and was feized. 
and put to Death : Surprizing Difference between 
Ni codes and his Son Evagoras ! 

After the Reduction of the Ifle of C prus, and 
the Province of Pbcenicia, Ocbus advanced dirc&Iy 
towards Egypt. Upon his Arrival, he encamped 
before TV//////* w, from whence he detaeh'd three Bo- 
dies of his Troops ; each of them commanded by 
a G reeky and a l j crjian t with equal Authority : 
The fir It was under Lachares the lb ban, and Re- 
faces Governor of Lydia and Ionia : The fecond 
was given to Nicojlratus the Arrive, and Sliifla- 
zanes one of the great Officers of the Crown : The 
third had Mentor the Rbodian, and Bagoas one of 
the F.unuchs of Ocbus, at the Head of it; and 
each Detachment had its particular Orders. In the 
mean while the Kin^ remained with the main 
Hndv of the Army in the Camp he had firft chofen. 
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to wait all Events ; and to be ready to fupport 
thofe Troops, in Cafe of ill Succefs 3 or to improve 
the Advantages they might gain. 

Ncclanebas had long ex peered this Invafion, the 
Preparations for which had made fo much Noife : 
To repel it, he had an Army of an Hundred thou- 
fand Men on Foot ; Twenty thoufand of whom 
were Greeks, Twenty thoufand Lybians, and the 
Reft Egyptian Troops. Part of them he beftow\l 
in the Places upon the Frontiers, and polled him- 
felf with the Reft in the PafTes, co difpute the 
Enemy's Entrance into Egypt. The firft Detach- 
ment of OehuSy was fent againft Pe/ujium, where 
there was a Garrifon of Five thoufand Greeks, 
which Lac hares befieg;.d. That under Nicojhatus, 
on Board of Four and twenty Ships of the Per fun 
Fleet, enter \J one of the Mouths of the Nile, at 
the fame Time* and failed into the Heart ot'Eg}pt; 
where they landed, and fortify'd themfelves well 
in a Camp, of which the Situation was very ad- 
vantagious. All the Egyptian Troops in thofe 
Parts were immediately drawn together, under 
Clinias, a Greek of the Iile of Cos, w ho prepared 
to repel the Enemy ; and a very warm Atlion en- 
fucd, in which, Cf'WJs, with Five thoufand of 
his Troops were killed, and the reft entirely bro- 
ken and difperfed. 

This Action decided the Succefs of the War j 
for, Ncelanebus, apprehending, that Nicojlratus, 
after this Victory, would embark again upon the 
Nile, and take Memphis, the Capital of the King- 
dom, made all the Hafte he could to defend it, 
and abandorfd the Pafli-s, which it was of the laft 
Importance to fecure, to prevent the Entrance of 
the Enemy: And when the Greeks, that defended 
Pehjium, were apprized of this precipitate Re- 
treat, they believing all loft, capitulated with 
Lacbans ; upon Condition of being fent back into 
Greece, with all that belong'd to them, and with- 
out fuflerirg any Injury, in their Perfons, or Ef- 
fects. # 

This done, Mentor, who commanded the third 
Detachment, rinding the PafTes clear and unguard- 
ed, entered the Country, and made himfelf Matter 
of it, without any Oppofition. For, after having 
caufed a Report to be fpread throughout his Camp, 
that Ochus had order'd all thofe who would fut>- 
mit, to be treated with Favour, and that fuch as 
made Ren* Aran ce ftiould be deftroy'd, as the Sielo- 
nians had been j he let all his Prifoners efcapc, 
that they might difperfc the News over the adja- 
cent Country ; and thofe poor People reporting 
in their Touns and Villages, what they had heard 
in the Enemy's Camp ; which the Brutality of 
Ochus fecrrfd to confirm, the Terror was fo grear, 
that all the Garrifons, both Greeks and Egyptians, 
ftrovc which ihould be the foremoft in making 
their Submiifion. Hereupon, Kecl.mebus, having 
loft all Hope of being able to defend himfcll, 
cfcaped with his Trea lures and beft EfFecls into 
sEthio/da, from whence he never return'd. He 
was the laft King of Egypt , of the Egyptian Race; 
lor, fii.ee then, it has always continued under a 
foreign Yoke, according to the Predict ion of E zc~ 
Kiel. As for Ochus, having entirely conqucr'd 
Egypt in this Manner, he difmantled the Cities, 
pillaged the Temples, and return'd in Triumph 
to lUihyl n t laden w'th Spoils, and efpecially with 
Gold and Silver, of which he carry \l away im- 
menfo Sums. Me left the Government of it to 

Pherendate:, a PciJ'ian of the firft ^ulity. 



Ncffanebus loft the Crown by his too good Opi- 
nion of himfelf: He had been placed upon the 
Throne by Jgejilaus ; and afterwards fupported in 
ic by the Bravery, and good Counfel of Diophantes 
the Athenian, and Lamius the Lacedemonian, who, 
whilft they had the Command of his Troops, and 
the Direction of the War, had render'd his Arms 
victorious over the Pafians, in all the Enterprzes 
they had form'd againft him. ft is a Pity we have 
no Account of them, and that IDiodofns is filcne 
upon this Head. That Prince, elate and vain up- 
on fo much Succefs, imagined that he was confe- 
quently become fufTiciently capable of condudtin.* 
his own Affairs in Perfon ; and difmiffed them to 
whom he was indebted for all thofe Advantages. 
He had Time enough to repent his Error, and to 
difcover, that the Power does not confer the Me- 
rit of a King. 

To return to Ochus, he rewarded very liberally 
the Service, which Mentor the R hods an had ren- 
der'd him, in the Reduction of Phanicia y and the 
Conqucft of Egypt. Before he left that King- 
dom, he had dil miffed his other Greeks laden with 
his Prefents : And as for Alentor, to whom the 
whole Succefs of the Expedition was principally 
owing, he not only made him a Prefcnt of an hun- 
dred Talents in Money, befides many Jewels of 
great Value, but gave him the Government of all 
theCoaft of Afiu\ with the Direction of the War, 
againft fome Provinces, which had revolted in the 
Beginning of his Reign, and declared him Gene- 
raliilimo of all the Armies, on that Side. 

Mentor, having fuch great Intereft, made ufc 
thereof to reconcile the King with his Brother 
Memnon, and 4rtabafus> who had married their 
Sifter. Both of them had been in Arms againft 
Ochus : We have already related the Revolt of 
Artabafusy and the Victories he obtain'd over the 
the King's Troops ; as alfo that he was over- 
powered at laft, and reduced to take Refuge with 
Philip King of Mace don ; but we took no Notic-i 
that Memnon, who had borne a Part in his Wars, 
had alfo a Share in his Banifliment. After this 
Reconciliation, they render'd Ochus and his Suc- 
ceffors fignal Services ; efpecially Memnon, who 
was one of the mod valiant Alen of his Time, 
and equally excellent in the Art of War. Neither 
did Mentor want his great Merits, nor deceive the 
King in the Confidence he had repofed in him. 
For he had fcarce taken Pofleflion of his Govern- 
ment, when he rc-eftablifh'd every where that 
Prince's Authority, and reduced thofe who had 
revolted in his Neighbourhood to return to their 
Obedience. Some he brought over by his Addrefs 
and Stratagems, and others by Force of Arms, hi 
fhort, he knew fo well how to take his Advantages, ' 
that at length, he fubjcclcd them all to the Yoke, 
and re-cftablifiYd the King's Affairs in thofe Pro- 
vinces. 

After the Conqueftof Egypty and the Reduction 
of the revolted Provinces of his Empire, Ochus 
abandon'd himfelf to Pleafure and luxurious Eafe, 
during the Reft of his Life; and left the Care ot 
Atfairs entirely fo his Minifters: '1 he two prin- 
cipal of which were the Eunuch Ragoas, and Men- 
tor, the Rhodi an ; who divided all Power between 
them ; fo that the firft had under him all the Pro- 
vinces of the Upper slfia, and the latter all thofc 
of the Lower. Me reigned twenty-three Year*', 
after which he died of i'oifon, given him by Mi* 

That Eunuch, who washy Biith an Vg)r 
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fian 3 had ill ways retain'd a Love for his Country, 
and a Zeal for ics Religion ': When his Matter 
conquer *d it, he flatter 'd himfelf, chat ic would 
have been in his Power co have foften'd the De- 
itiny of the one, and protected the other from In- 
fult. But he could not reftrain the Brutality of 
his Prince; who did a thoufand Things co both, 
which the Eunuch faw with extreme borrow, and 
always violently re fen ted in his Heart. 

Not contented with having difmantled the Ci- 
ties, and pillaged the Houfes and Temples, as has 
been faid, he had beffdes taken away all die Ar- 
chieves of the Kingdom ; which were depoiitcd, 
and kept with religious Care, in the Temples of 
the Egyptians ; and in Derifion of their Worfhip, 
he caufed the God j4ph to be kill'd j that is, the 
facred Bull, which they adored under thac Name. 
What gave Occafion for this Iaft Action was, that 
Ochus being as lazy and heavy as he was cruel, 
the Egyptians, from the firft of thofe Qualities, 
had given him the fhocking Sirnameof the ftupid 
Animal, they found he relembled : Violently en- 
raged at this Affront, Oc bus faid, that he would 
make them fenfible, he was not an Afs, but a 
Lion ; and that the Afs, whom they defpifed fo 
much, fliould eat their Ox. Accordingly, he or- 
dered Apis to be dragg'd out of his Temple, and 
facririe'd to an Afs : After which, he made his 
Cooks drefs, and ferve him up to the Officers of his 
Houftiold : This Piece of Wit incens'd £ ago as. As 
for the Archives, he redeem'd them afterwards, 
and fent them back co the Places, where it was 
cuftomary to keep them : But the Affront, which 
had been done to his Religion, was irreparable j 
and it is beiiev'd, that was the real Occafion of his 
Mailer's Death. 

His Revenge did not ftop there, he caus'd an- 
other Body to be interred, inftead of the King's; 
and, to revenge his having made. the Officers of 
the Houfc eat the God Apis; he made Cats eat his 
dead Body, which he gave them cut in fmall Bits* 
and for his Bones, he turn'd them into Handles 
for Knives and Swords, the natural Symbols of 
his Cruelty. It is very probable, that fomc new 
Caufe had awaken'd in the Heart of this Monfter 
his ancient Refentmcnt, without which it is in- 
conceivable he could carry his Barbarity fo far to 
his Mailer and Benefactor. 

After the Death of Ochus, Bagoas, in whofe 
Hands all Power was, at that Time, phic'd uJrfes, 
the youngelt of all the late King's Sons, upon the 
Throne ; and put the Reft to Death, in order to 
poffefs with better Security, and without a Rival, 
the Authority he had ufurp'd. He gave Arfcs 
only the Name of King, whilit he refcrv'd co him- 
felf the whole Power of the Sovereignty : But per- 
ceiving, the young Prince began to difcover his 
Wickcdnefsj and took Mcafures.to punifli it, he 
prevented it, by having him affaflinated \ and de- 
ilroy'd his whole Family with him. After having 
thus render'd the Throne vacant, by the Murder 
of Arfcs 9 the Monfter plac'd Darius the Tint J, 
upon it, whofe right Name was Codomanus \ and 
of whom much will be faid hereafter. 

We fee here, in a full Light, the fad Effect of 

icy of the Kings of Pcr/ia\ who, to 



cinfHon. ft is the Duty of a wife Prince to dif- 
tinguifti Merit; but it is as confilrcnt for him to 
continue always the intire Ma Iter, Judge, and Ar- 
biter of his Affairs. A Prince, like Ochus, who 
had made the greareft Crimes his Steps to mount 
the Throne, and who had fup ported himfelf in ic 
by the fame Meafures, deferv'd fuch a Minifter as 
Bagoas, who vy'd with his M after in Perfidy and 
Cruelty. Ochus experience! their firft Effects : 
Had he defir'd to have nothing to fear from him, 
he fliould not have been fo imprudent to render 
him formidable, by giving him an unlimited 
Power. 

Having thus related the various Revolutions of 
the Perpan Court, which we did not think proper 
to interrupt, we arc oblig'd to go back again to 
the Affairs of Sicily ; from which we fliail proceed 
to thofe of Macccio7iia, which will open co us a 
new Scene in the next Book, under the famous 
Reigns of Thilip, and his rcnown'd Son, Alexander 
the Great. 

Callippus, who had caus'd Tjion to be murdcr'd, 
and fubftiruted himfelf in his Place, d:d not pof- 
fefs his Power long. Thirteen Months after, Hip- 
parinusy Brother to Dionyfius, arriving unexpect- 
edly at Syracufe, with a numerous Fleet, ex pel I'd 
him from the City, and recovered his paternal So- 
vereignty, which he held during two Years. Sy- 
racuje, and all Sicily, being harrafs'd by different 

Factions, and inteltine War, were in a miferable 
Condition j and c DionyJius, taking the Advantage 
of thofe Troubles, Ten Years alter he had been 
oblig'd to quit cheThrone, affembled fomc foreign 
Troops ; and having overcome Nypfaus, who had 
made himfelf Maflrer of Syracufe> reinftated him- 
felf in the Poffeflion of his Dominions. 

It was, perhaps, to thank the Gods for his Rc- 
eftablilhment, and exprefs his Gratitude to them, 
that he fent divers Statues of Gold and Ivory to 
Olympia, and Delphos, of very great Value. The 
Gallics, which carry 'd them, were taken by Iphi- 
cratesy who was, at thac Time, near Corcyra, with 
a Fleet. He wrote to Athens, to know in what 
Manner he fhould difpofc of his facred Booty ; and 



nooi) , anu more reiigiouuy, 10 ujc x\uwa/u uuul 

Fifty Years before. Alter the taking of lei/, whic 
had been Ten Years beiieg'd, they fent a Golde 



Troops. Dionyfius com pi 

bitterly of this Treatment, to the Athenians, in a 

Letter he wrote them, wherein he rcproach'd them 

with great Warmth, and Juftice, for their Avarice, 

and facrilcgious Impiety. 

A Chief of Py rates had bchav'd much more 

nobly, and more rcligioufly, to the Romans about 

h 

g'd, tney lent a Uoltlen 
Cup to Delphos. The Deputies, who carry \\ it, 
were taken oy the Py rates of Li para , and carry'd 
to thac Ifland. " It was the Cuftom to divide all 
" the Prizes they took as a common Stock. The 
<c I/land, at chatTime, was under the Government 
" of a Magi ft rate, more like the Romans in his 
ct Manners, than thofe he govern'd. He was call'c! 
<r Ti ma fit he us (which fignihes one who honours the 
" Gods) and his Behaviour agreed well with the 
" Signification of his Name. Full of Regard for 
" the linvoys, the facred Gifc they carry'd, the 
" Motive of the Offering, and more for the Ma- 



the ill Policy or cue i^mg 

cafe thcmfelvc8 of the Weight of publick Bufmcfs, 

abandoned their whole Authority to an Kunuch. if jefty of the God for whom it w;u defign'd, he 
f'ltgoas might hive more Addrcfs and l/ndctftand- tc infpir'd the Multitude, who generally follow the 
ing than the Rell, and thereby merit fomc Dif- " Kxample of thofe who rule them, with the fame 
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Sentiments of Rcfpcd and Religion. The En- 
voys were rcceiv'd, therefore, with all the Marks 
of Diftinition, and their Kxpenccs born by the 
Publick. Tim j fit hens convey'd chem, with a 
good Squadron, to 'TDelphos ; and brought them 
back in the fume Manner to RomeS* It is cafy 
Co judge how fenfibly the Romans were affected 
with io noble a Proceeding. <c By a Decree of 
the Senate, they rewarded Tim a/ft fans with 
great Prefents, and granted him the Right of 
Hofpitality." And Fifty Years after, when the 
Romans took Lipara from the Carthaginians, with 
the fame Gratitude, as if the Action had been but 
lately done, they thought thcmfelves oblig'd to do 
farther Honour to the Family of their Benefactor; 
and refolv'd, that all his Defendants fhould be 
tor ever exempted, from the Tribute impos'd on 
the other Inhabitants of that Ifland. This was, 
certainly great and noble on both Sides : But the 
Contraft does no Honour to the jlthcnians. 

To return to Diomfius, though he cxpre (s'd 
fomc Regard for the Gods, his Actions argued no 
Humanity for his Subjects: His paft Misfortunes, 
inftead of correcting and foftnin^ his Difpofition, 
had only ferv'd to inflame it, and render him 
more fa v age and brural than before. Hereupon, 
the moft worthy, and confiderable of the Citizens, 
not being able to bear fo cruel a Servitude, had 
Recourfe to Icetas, King of the Lco?itines, and e- 
ledled him their General 5 not that they believ ? d 
he differ'd in any Thing from the moft declar'd 
Tyrants, but becaufe chey had no other Re- 
medy. 

During thefe TranfafHons, the Carthaginians, 
who were almoft always at War with the Syracu- 
fans, arriv'd in Sicily, with a great Fleet; and 
having made a great Progrefs there, the Sicilians^ 
and the People of Syracufe, refolv'd to fend an 
Embalfy into Greece, to demand Aid of the Corin- 
thians, from whom the Syracufans were defcendedj 
and who had always openly declar'd againft Ty- 
rants, in Favour of Liberty: But, Icetas, who. 
propos'd no other End from his Command, than 
to make himfelf Matter of Syracufe, and had no 
Thoughts of fetting it free, treated fecretly with 
the Carthaginians ; though, in publick, he affected 
to praife the wife Meafures of the Syracufans; and 
even fent his Deputies along with theirs. 

Corinth rcceiv'd the Embaffadors perfectly well, 
and immediately appointed Timoleon their Gene- 
ral. This great Man had led a retir'd Life for 
Twenty Years, without interfering in publick Af- 
fairs j and was far from believinj, that, at his 
Age» and in the Circumftances he then was, he 
fhould be thought on upon fuch an OccaHon. He 
was defcended from one of the noblcft Families 



of Corinth', lovW his Country paflionately 5 and 
difcover'd, upon all Occafions, a lingular Huma- 
nity of Temper j except againft Tyrants, and 
bod Men. He was an excellent Captain ; and 
in his Youth, he had all the Maturity of Age, in 
Age he had all the Fire and Courage of the moft 
vigorous Youth. 

He had an elder Brother, call'd Timophanes 9 
whom he tenderly lov'd j as he had demonftrarcd 
in a Battle, in which he covered him with his 
Body, and fav'd his Life, at the great Hanger of 
hi:, own ; but his Country was {till dearer to him. 
Thar. Brother having made himfelf Tyrant of ir, 

fo black a Crime gave him the fliarpeft Affliction: 



He made Ufe of all poflible Means to brine; - liiirt 
back to his Duty : Kindncfs, Friendfhip, A flection, 
Rcmonftrances, and even Menaces. But, Ending 
all his Endeavours ineffectual; and that nothing 
could prevail upon an Heart abandon *d to Am- 
bition, he caufed him to be aifaliinated, in his 
Pre fence, by two of his intimate Friends ; and 
thought, that, upon fuch an Occafion, the Laws 
of Nature ought to give Place, to thofe of his 
Country. 

This Action was admir'd, and applauded by 
the principal Citizens of Corinth ; and by moft of 
the Philofophers ; who look'd upon it as the moil 
noble Effect of human Virtue > and Plutarch feems 
to pafs the fame Judgment upon if. All theWorid^ 
however, were not of that Opinion* and fome 
People reproach'd him, as an abominable Par- 
ricide, who could not fail of drawing down 
the Vengeance of the Gods upon him. His 
Mother efpecially, in the Excefs of her Grief* 
utter'd the moft dreadful Curfes and Imprecations 
againft him ; and when he came to comfort her, 
not being able to bear the Sight of her Son's Mur- 
derer, (he thruft him away wilh Indignation, and 
Ihut her Door againft him. 

He was then ftruck with all the 'Horror of the 
moft guilty; and, giving himfelf up to the moft 
cruel Kcmorfe, look'd upon 'Limophancs no longer 
as a Tyrant, but as a Brother ; and refolv'd to 
put an End to his Life, by abstaining from all 
Nourifliment. It was with great difficulty,, his 
Friends diffuaded him from that fatal Refolution* 
Overcome by their Prayers and Inftances> he was, 
at length, prevail'd on to live; but he condemn^ 
himfelf to pafs the Reft of his Days in Solitude \ 
and, from that Moment* renouncing all publick 
-Affairs* for feveral Years, never came to the City, 
but wander'd about in the moft folitary and De- 
fart-places, abandon'd to the Excefs of Grief and 
Melancholy : This Ihew'd the excellent Tempef 
of the Man, who .could not help mourning fo 
long for his Brother 5 though he knew him to 
have fuffer'd Death juftly and defervedly ; and 
even that his Death was neceflary, for the Prefer* 
vation of his Country. 

He pafs'd Twenty Years in this Condition j to* 
wards the latter Part of which Time, he did, in- 
deed, return to Corinth ; but liv'd there always^ 
private and retired, without concerning himfelf 
with the Administration of the Government : And 
it was not vvithout great Repugnance, that he ac- 
cepted the Employment of General ; but he did 
not think himfelf at Liberty to refufc the Service 
of bis Country ; and his Duty prevail'd againft 
his Inclination. 

Whilft Timoleon afTemblcd his Troops, 



and was 

preparing to fail, the Corinthians rcceiv'd Letters 
from Icetas, in which he cold them, It was not 
neceflary for them to make any farther Levies, or 
exhauft thcmfelves., in great Expences, to come 
to Sicify, and expofe themfelves to evident Dan- 
ger \ that the Carthaginians, appriy/d of their De- 
fign, were waiting to intercept their Squadron, i fl 
its PafTage, with a great Fleet ; anil that the Slow - 
nefs in feuding their Troops, had oblig'd hint 
to call in the Carthaginians himfelf to nis .Aid* 
and to make Ufe of them againft the Tyrant. Htj 
had made a fee ret Treaty with them, as waw hinted 

before j by which it was ftipulated, that, alter tin* 
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Expulfion of Dio?vyfius from Syracufe, he fhoulcJ 
cake PofTeffion of it, in his Place. 

The reading thefe Letters, far from cooling 
the Zeal of the Corinians, only incens'tl them 
more than at fir ft, and haiten'd the Departure of 
Timoleon, He cmbark'd on board Ten Gallies, 
and arriv'd fufe on the Coaft of Italy, where the 
News that came from Sicily extremely perplex 'd 
him, and exceedingly difcourag'd his Troops. It 
brought an Account, that Icetas had defeated Oi- 
onyfhis; and having made himfelf Maftcr of the 
greatcft Part of Syracufe, had oblig'd the Tyrant 
co fliut himfelf up in the Citadel, and in that 
Quarter, call'd the Ijlc, where he befieg'd him ; 
and, that he had given Orders to the Carthagini- 
ans, to prevent the Approach of Timoleon j and to 
come on Shore, that they might make a peace- 
able Partition of Sicily between them, when they 
fliould have redue'd that General to retire. 

Purfuant to this Advice, the Carthaginians had 
fent Twenty Gallics to Rhegio; and the Corinthi- 
ans t upon their Arrival at that Port, found Em- 
bafladors from Icetas, who deel ar'd to Timoleon, 
that he might come to Syracufe, and would be 
well receiv'd there, provided he difmifs'd all his 
Troops. The Propofal was intirely injurious, and, 
at the fame Time, more perplexing. It feem'd 
impoffible to beat the Veffeis, which the Barba- 
rians had caus'd to advance to intercept them in 
their Patfage, being double their Force ; and to 
retire, was to abandon all Sicily to extream Dif- 
trefs; which could not avoid being the Reward of 
the Treachery of Icetas, and the Support which 
the Carthaginians fliould give the Tyranny. 

In this delicate Juncture, Timoleon demanded a 
Conference with the Embaffadors, and the prin- 
cipal Officers of the Carthaginian Sauadron, in the 
Prefence of the People of Rhegio. It was only, he 
faid, to juftify himfelf, and for his own Security, 
that his Country might not accufe him of having 
difobey'd her Orders, and betray'd her Intercfts. 
The Governor, and Magiftratcs of Rhcgio were of 
Intelligence with him : They denVd nothing more 
than to fee the Corinthians in Poifeffion of Sicily $ 
and apprehended nothing fo much as the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Barbarians. They fummon'd, 
therefore, an Aflembly, and ihut the City- Gates, 
on Pretence of preventing the Citizens from going 
Abroad, that they might apply themfelvcs folely 
to the prefent Affair. 

The People being afTembled, long Speeches 
were made, of little, or no Tendency, cvery-body 
treating of the fame Subject, and repeating the 
fame Rcafons, or adding new ones, only to pro- 
tract the Council, and gain Time. Whilft this 
was doing, Nine of the Corinthian Galh'es went 
off, and were fufler'd to pafs by the Carthaginian 
Velfels, believing that their Departure had been 
concerted with their own Officers who were in the 
City, and that thofe Nine Gallies were to return 
1 o Corinth, the Tenth remaining behind, to carry 
Timoleon to the Army of Icetas at Syracufe. When 
Timoleon was inform'd, in a Whifpcr, that his 
Gallies were at Sea, he flipped gently through the 
Crowd ; which, to favour his going off", throng'd 
exceedingly around the Tribunal $ and getting to 
tlie Sea iidv, embark'd dire&lv, and rejoin'd his 
('allien, which foon reach 'd Tauromadum, a City 
nf Sicily t where they were received with openAmw 
by /IndronMcbttSi who commanded it; and join \1 
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his Citizens with the Corinthian Troops, to re- 
eftablifh the Sicilian Liberties, 

It is eafy to imagine, how much the Carthagi- 
nians were furpriz'd, and afham'd, at being fo 
deceiv'd : But, as fome-body told them, being 
'Phoenicians (who pafs'd for the greatcft Cheats in 
the World ) Fraud and Artifice ought not to give 
them fo much Aftonifhment or Difpleafure. 

Upon the News of the Arrival of Timoleon, I- 
cetas was terrify 'd, and made the greateft Part of 
the Carthaginian Gallies advance: They had an 
Hundred and Fifty long VeffcJs, Fifty 1 houfand 
Foot, and Three Hundred arm'd Chariots. As for 
the Syracufans. they loft all Hope, when they faw 
the Carthaginians in PofTeflion of the Port, Icetas 
Ma Iter of the City, Dio?iyfius block'd up in the 
Citadel, and Timoleo/i without any other Footing 
in Sicily, than the fmall City of Taur omentum, with 
little Hope, and lefs Force $ for, his Troops did 
not amount, in all, to more than a Thoufand Sol- 
diers ; and he had fcarce Provifions for their Sub- 
fiftence. Bcfides this, the Cities did not confide 
in him : The Ills they had fuffer'd from the Ex- 
tortion and Cruelty, that had been pra&is'd a- 
mongft them, had ejeafperated them againft all 
Commanders of foreign Troops \ efpeeally, after 
the horrid Treachery of Callippus, and Pharaci- 
des ; who, being both fent, the one from Athens, 
and the other from Sparta, to free Sicily, and ex- 
pel the Tyrants, made them conceive the Tyranny 
gentle and defirable ; fofevere were the Vexations, 
with which they had opprefs'd them : And they 
were afraid of experiencing the fame Treatment 
from Timoleon. 

In the mean While, the Inhabitants of Adranon, 
a fmall City below Mount y£tna, being divided 
amongft themfelves, one Party had call'd in Icetas, 
and the Carthaginians ; and the other had apply'd 
to Timoleon. The two Chiefs arriv'd, almoft at 
the fame Time, in the Neighbourhood of Jdranon; 
the former with Five Thoufand Men, and the lat- 
ter with only Twelve Hundred. Notwithftanding 
this Inequality, Timoleon, who juftly conceiv'd he 
mould find the Carthaginians inDiforder, em ploy 'd 
in taking up cheir Quarters, and pitching their 
Tents, made his Troops advance ; and, without 
lofing Time to reft them, as the Officers advis'd 
him, march'd directly to charge the Enemy ; who 
no fooner faw him, than they took to their Heels. 
This occafion'd their killing only Three Hundred, 
and taking twice as many Prifoners ; but the Car- 
thaginians loft their Camp, and all their Baggage r 
The ddranites open 1 d their Gates, at the fame 
Time, and receiv'd Ti mo horn ; and other Cities fenc 
Deputies to him foon after, and made their Sub- 
million. 

Even ^Dionyfits himfelf, who renoune'd his vain 
Hopes, and faw himfelf at the Point of being re- 
due'd, as full of Contempt for Letas, who had fuf- 
fer'd himfelf to be fo lhamcfully defeated, as of 
Admiration, and Eftecm for Timoleon, fent Em- 
bafladors to the latter, to treat of fur rend ring 
himfelf. and the Citadel to the Corinthians. Here- 
upon, Timoleon* taking the Advantage of fo unex- 
pected a good Fortune, made Euclid and Telema- 
chus, with four Hundred Soldiers, file off into the 
Caftle ; not all at once, nor in the Day-Time j 
that being impoffible, the Carthaginians being 
Matters of the Gate, but in Plattoons, and by 
Stealth. Thofe Troops, having fucccfsfuUy got to 
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the Citadel, took PoUeffion of it with all the Ty- 
rant's Moveables, and warlike Stores: For, he had 
a eonlidcrable Number ot" Horfe, all Sores of En- 
gines, and Darts j bciides Seventy Thouiand Suits 
of Armour, which had been laid up there long 
before : He had alloTwoThoufand rcguIarTroops, 
which, \vt:h the Reft, he furrendred to Timoleon: 
And, as for h:m;eii, taking with him his Money, 
and fome few ot his Friends, he embark'd, un- 
perceiv\i bv the Troops of Icetas, and repaired to 
the Camp ot I imaleon. 

It was the Hilt Time of his Life, that he had 
appear'u in the low and abject State of a privace 
Perfon, and a Suppliant; he who had been born 
and bred, in the . wins of the Tyranny, and had 
icen h*mlelf Matter of a powerful Kingdom. He 
had polfelsU ic Ten Years intire, before Dion took 
Arms apiinJt him; and fome Years after, though 
always in the Midic of Wars and Battles : But he 
was- lent to Corinth with only one Galley without 
Convoy, and with very little Money. He ferv'd 
there lor a Sight, ewrv-body running to gaze ac 
him ; lome with a fecret Joy, to feed their Eyes 
with viewing the Miferies of a Man, whom the 
Name of Tyrant had render'd odious ; others with 
a Kind oi ^ompaffion, from comparing the fpJcn- 
did Londicionj from which he had fallen, with the 
inextricable .ibyfs of Diftrefs, into which they 

beheld him plung'd. 

His Ma'.urr of Life, at Corinth, excited not 
long any Sc.iimcrits, in Regard to him, but thofe 
of Cor.temp and Indignation : He pafs'd whole 
Days in Perfumers Shops, in Taverns, or with 
Actrei!ej, ar.d ringer?, difputing with them on 
the Rules of Muliek, and the Harmony of Airs. 
Some People have thought, that he bebav'd in 
fuch a Manner, out of Policy, not to give Um- 
brage to the Corinthians., nordifcover any Thought 
or De/ire of recovering his Dominions : But fuch 
an Opinion does him too much Honour ; and it 
leems niuic probable, tb.;t, having been educated, 
as he was, in i>runkei,nefs and Debauchery, he 
did no more than follow his Inclinations j ar.d, 
that he pafVd hu Life in the Kind of Slavery into 
which he was fallen, as lie had done upon the 
Throne, not having any other Confolation in his 
Mibfu: tunes. 

Some Writers fay, that the extreme Poverty to 
which he was redue'd at Cot inch, oblig'd him to 
open a School there, and teach Children to read* 
perhaps, fa\s Cicero, to retain a Species of Em- 
pire, and not abfolurcly renounce the Habit and 
Pleafure of comma nding. Whether that were his 
Motive, or not, it is certain, Dionyjius, who had 
feen himfcli Matter of Sytucufe> and of almoft all 
Sicily ; who had poffcfVd immenfc Riches; and 
had numejous Fleets, and great Armies of Horfe 
and hoot under his Command; reducYl then al- 
moft to Beggary, and, from a King, become a 
School-iMafLcr, was a good Leffon for Perfons of 
exalted Stations, not to confide in their Grandeur, 
nor rely too much upon their Fortune. Accor- 
dingly, the Lac ecLcmrm'uim, fome Time after, gave 
Philip this Admonition. That Prince, having 
written to them in very haughty and menacing 
Terms, they made him no other Anfwcr, but JJi- 
on [/itts tit Cart nth. 

An Exprcllion of Di-onyfiusy which hafi been pre- 
fervM, /cems to argue, if it be true, that he knew 
how to make a good Ufe of his Advcrfiry, and 



turn his Misfortunes to his Advantage ; which 
would be very much to his Praife, but contrary to 
what has been faid of him before. Whilft he Iiv\I 
at Corinth, a Stranger rally'd him unlcaibnably, 
and with an indecent Groffnefs, on his Commerce 
with the Philofophers, during his moft fplendid 
Fortunes; and ask'd him, by Way of Jnfult; Of 
what Confequpnce all the Wifdom of Plato had 
been to him ? Can you believe then, reply'd he, / 
have received no Benefit J/om Plato, and fee me 
bear ill Fortune as 1 do ? 

After the Retreat of DionyJius A Icetas prefs'd the 
Siege of the Citadel of Syracufe with the utmoit 
Vigour, and kept it fo clofely block'd up, that the 
Convoys, lent frequently to the Corinthians, by 
Timolcon, who was at Cat ana, could not enter ic 
without great Difficulty. To deprive them of* this 
Relief, Icetas and Mago fee out together, with De- 
fign to befiege that Place : During their Abfence, 
Leon, the Corinthian, who commanded in the Ci- 
tadel, having obferv'd, from the Ramparts, thofe, 
who had been left to continue the Siege, were very 
remifs in their Duty, made a fudden, and furious 
Sally upon them, whilft they were difpers'd, kiWd 
Part of them, put the Reft to Flight, and feiz'd 
the Quarter of the City, call'd Achradina, which 
was the ftrongeft Part of ic, and had been leaft in- 
jur'd by the Hnemy. This done, Leon fortify J d it 
in the beft Manner the Time would admit, and 
joiVd ic to the Citadel by Works of Communi- 
cation. 

This bad News caused Mago and Icetas to return 
immediately : But, at the fame T ime, a Body of 
Troops from Corinth landed fafe in Sicily, having 
deceived the Vigilance of the Carthaginian Squa- 
dron, polled to intercept them. When they were 
landed, I i mo I con receiv'd them with Joy ; and, af- 
ter having taken Potfeflion of MeJJina, march'd in 
Battle-Array againft Syracufe. This Army con- 
fiftcd of only Four Thoufand Men; but, when he 
approach'd the City, his flrft Care was, to fend 
EmilTaries, amongft the Soldiers who bore Arms 
for Icetas ; who reprcfented to them, that it was 
highly lhameful for Greeks, as they were, to en- 
deavour to have Syracufe, and all Sicily given up 
to • the Carthaginians, the wickedeft, and molt 
cruel of all Barbarians : And chat icetas need only 
join limoleon, and a£t in Concert with him againft 
the common Enemy. ThefeSoIdiers having fpread 
thefe infinuations throughout the whole Camp, 
gave Mago violent Sufpicions of his being becray'd; 
befides which, he had already, for fome Time, 
foughc a Pretence to retire: For which Reafon, 
notwithstanding the Ii treaties, and warm Remon- 
ftrances of Icetas, he weighed Anchor, and fee Sail 
for Africa, fhamefully abandoning the Conquelt 
of Sicily. 

The Army of Timolcon, the next Day, appeared 
before the Place in Line of Battle; and atcack'd it 
in three different Quarters with fo much Vigour 
and Succefs, chat the Troops of Icetas were quite 
overthrown, and put co Flight. Thus, by a good 
Fortune, of which there arc few Examples, he 
carry'd Syracufe by Force, in an Inftanr, which was, 
ac that Time, one of the ftrongeft Cities in the 
World. When he had made himfclf Matter of 
it, he did noc aft like Dion, in f pa ring the Forts, 
and publick Edifices, for their Beauty and Mag- 
nificence. To avoid giving the fame Ca ufe oi 

Su/picion, which, at flrft, made that Great M:^ 
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fufpcdlcd, though without Foundation ; and, at la ft, 
ruin'd h.rn ; he caus'd Proclamation to be made, 
by Sound of Trumpet, that all, who would come 
with theirTools, might employ themfelvcs in de- 
molishing the rorts of the Tyrants. Accordingly, 
the Syracufans, looking upon that Publication, and 
Day, as the Commencement of their Liberty, ran 
in Crowds to the Citadel, which they not only 
dcmolifh'd, but the Palaces of the Tyrants alfo; 
breaking open their Tombs, at the lame Time, 
which they alfo threw down, and de'lroy'd. 

The Citadel being raz'dj and the Ground made 
level, Ti mole on caus'd Tribunals to be creeled upon 
it, for the Difpenfation of Juftice, in the Name of 
the People 5 that the fame Place, from whence, 
under the Tyrairs, had illued, every Day, fome 
bloody Edict, might become tlxvz jffelwn and Bul- 
wark of Liberty ;md Innocence. J i mo Icon then re- 



what is truly great and excellent ; and every Body 
will admit, that never Conqueft or Triumph e- 
qualled the Glory, which fo perfect and magnani- 
mous a Dih'ntcrellednefs the Corinthians acquired 
at this Time. 



mains quiet alter of the City ; but it wanted 
People to inhabit it : For, fome having perifh'd 
in the Wars and Seditions, and others being fled, 
ro avoid the Power of the Tyrants, the City of 
Syracufe was become a Defirr, and the Grafs was 
grown fo high in rhe Streets, char Horfes graz'd 
in them ; and all the Cities of F icily were almoft 

in the fame Condition : Wherefore, Timoleonand 
the Syracufans found it nccelfary to write to Co- 
rinth, to dcfire People might be font from Greece, 
to inhabit Syracufe ; that ocherwife the Country 
could never recover itfelf, and was be/ides threat- 
ned with a new W\ir. For they had received Ad- 
vice, that Mago having kili'd himfelf, the Car- 
thaginians, enraged at his having acquitted him- 
felf fo ill of his Charge, had hung up his Body 
upon a Crofs, and were making great Levies to 
return into Sicily, with a more numerous Army 
than at the Beginning of the Year, 

Thofe Letters being arrived, with Embafla- 
dors from Syracufe, who conjured the Corinthians 
to take Compaffion of their City, and to be a fe- 
cond Time the Founders of itj the Corinthians 
did not confider the Calamity of that People, as 
an Occafion of aggrandizing themfelvcs, and of 
4m king themfelvcs Mailers of the City, according 
to the bafe Maxims of an ignoble Policy ; but, 
fending to all the facred Games of Greece, and to 
all publick Aflemblies, they caufed Proclamation 
to be made in them by Heralds, That the Corin- 
thians, having aboliuVd the Tyranny of Syracufe, 
and expelled the Tyrants, rhey declared free, and 
independent, the Sytacufans, and all the People 
of Sicily , who lhould return to their own Cou'.try ; 
and exhorted them to repair thither, to partake of 
an equal and jull Diftribution of the Lands amongft 
them. At the fame Time, they difpatched Cou- 
riers into jffia % and into all the Illes, whither great 
Numbers of Fugitives had retired, to inv.itc them 
to come as foon as polTiblc to Corinth \ which 
would provide them Velfels, Commanders, and a 
fafe Convoy, to tranfport them into their own 
Country, at its own Bxpcnccs. 

Upon this Publication, Corinth received univcr- 
fal Praifcs and Blellings, aa it julrl^r defer ved : It 
was cvery-where proclaim'd, that Countb had de- 
li ver'd Syracufe from the Tyrants, had preferved 
K from falling into the Hands of the Barbarians, 
and re 1 to red it to its Citizens. It is not necelfary 
to infill here, upon the Grandeur of fo noble and 
generous an Action ; the common Account of it 
mult make the I m pre f lion* that always refults from 



Thofe who came to Corinth, not being fuffici- 
ently numerous, demanded (till an Addition from 
the Inhabitants of thac City, and from all Greece, 
to augment this kind of Colony. Having obtain- 
ed their Requelt, and finding chemfelves increafed 
to Ten thoufand, they em bark 'd for Syracufe, 
where a Multitude of People, from all Parts of 
Italy and Sicily, had join 'd Timoleon. It was (aid 
their Number amounted to Sixty Thoufand, and 
upwards. Tzmoleon diftributed the Lands amor.gft 
chem, Gratis ; but fold them the Houfes, with 
which he raifed a very great Sum 5 leaving it to 
the D'lfcrction of rhe old Inhabitants to redeem 
their own, and by this Means he colle&cd a confi- 
derable Fund for fuch of the People, who were 
poor, and unable to fupport either their own Ne- 
ceflities, or the Burden of the War. 

The Statues of the Tyrants, and of all the Princes 
who had governed Sicily, were put up to Sale; 
but firft they were cited, and fentenced in the 
Forms of Law; and one only efcaped the Rigour 
of this Enquiry, and was preferved. I his was 
that of Gclon, who had gain'd a celebrated Victory 
over the Carthaginians at Hi t-era, and govern'a 
the People with Lenity and Juftice ; for which his 
Memory was ftill chcrihVd and honour'd. If the 
fame Scrutiny were made into all Statues we know 
not whether many would continue Handing. 

Hiftory has preferved another Sentence pa (Ted 
alfo in Regard to a Statue, but of a very different 
kind : The Fact is curious, and will exrufe a Di- 
grcflion. Nicon, a Champion of Che Illc of Thafos, 
had been crowned fourteen hundred Times, as 
Vi£lor in the folemn Games of Greece : A Man of 
fuch \Terit could not fail of being envy'd. .After 
his Death, one of his Competitors infulted his Sta- 
tue, and gave it fevcral Blows; to revenge, per- 
haps, thofe he had formerly received from the 
Perfon it reprefented. But the Statue, as if fen- 
fible of that Outrage, fell from its Height, upon 
the Author of the Infult, and kilPd him. j he 
Son of the Man who had been crulh'd to Death, 
proceeded judicially againfl the Statue, as guilty 
of Homicide, and punilhable by the Law of Draco. 
That famous Legiflator of Athens, to infpire a 
greater Horror for the Guilt of Murder, had or- 
dain'd, thac even the inanimate Things lhould be 
exterminated, which lhould occnlion the Death of 
a Man by (heir Fall. '1 he Tkafians, conformably 
to this Law, decreed that the Statue fhould be 
thrown into the Sea. But fome Years after, being 
afllidred with a great Famine, and having co'.f lilt- 
ed the Oracle or Deip/rost they caufed ir to be ta- 
ken out of the Sea, and rendered new Honours to 
it. 

Syracufe being raifed, in a Manner, from the 
Grave, and People flocking from all Farts ro in- 
habit ir, Timohon, deiirous of freeing the other 
Cities of Sicily, and finally to extirpate '1 yranny 
and Tyrants out of it, began his March with his 
Army. He compelled Jrrtas to renounce his Al- 
liance with the Carthagin ans, obliged him to de- 
moliih his Forts, and to live as a private Perlon 
in the City of the Lcontincs. Leptinus, Tyrant of 
jlgollonia, and of fevcral other Cities and For- 
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trefles, feeing himfelf in Danger of being taken 
by Force* lurrender'd himfelf. Timoleon fpared 
hisLifci and fenc him to Cori?ith : For he thought 
nothing more great and honourable, than to let 
all Greece fee the Tyrants of Sicily, -in a State or 
Humiliation, and living like banihYd Men. 

He ret urn d afterwards to Syracufe, to regulate 
the Government, and co inltitute fuch Laws as 
fho.uld be moft important and neceirary, in Con- 
junction with Ccphaltti and DjonyjTns, two Legif. 
lators fent to him by the Corinthians : For he had 
not the Weaknefs to de/ire un lira iced* Power, and 
the fole Adminiftration. But on his Departure, 
that the Troops in his Pay might get fdmeching for 
themfelves, and to keep them in Exercife at the 
fame Time, he fent them, under the Command 
of Dinar chus and Demaratus, into all the Places 
fubjecT: to the Carthaginians. Thofe Troops drew 
over feveral Cities from the Barbarians, lived al- 
ways in Abundance ; made great Booty, and 
brought away confiderableSums of Money, which 
was of great Service in the Support of the War. 

.About this Time, the Carthaginians arrived at 
Li/yhaum, under Afclrubal and ^Imilcar, with an 
Army of Seventy thoufand Men, Two hundred 
Ships of War* a Thoufand Tranfporcs Jaden with 
Machines, armed Chariots, Horfes, Ammunition, 
and Provifions : They propofed no lefs than the 
entire Expulfion of the decks out of Sicily. 37- 
mokon did not think fie to wait their advancing, 
and though he could raife onl^Six or Seven thou- 
fand Men, fo great was the Terror of the People, 
he march'd with that fmall Body of Troops againfr. 
the formidable Army of the Enemy, and obtain'd 
a celebrated Victory, near the River Crime [/ us ; 
This done, Timokon returned to Syracufe, amidft 
Shouts of Joy, and univerfal Applaufes. 

He had before effected the Conqueft and Re- 
duction of the Sicilian Tyrants, but had not 
changed them, nor taken from them their tyran- 
nical Difpofition. They united together, and 
formed a powerful League againft him. Timo^ 
lean immediately took the Field, and foon put a 
final End to their Hopes : He made them all fuf- 
fer the jutl Punifhment, their Revolt deferved ; 
and Icetas, amongft others, with his Son, were 
put to Death, as Tyrants and Traitors. His Wife 
and Daughters, having been fent to Syracufe, and 

prefented to the People, were alfo fentenced to 
die, and executed accordingly. The People, with- 
out doubt, defign'd to avenge Dion, their flrft 
Deliverer, by that Decree: For it was the fame 
Icetas, who had caufed jfretc, Dion's Wife, his 
Sitter Arijiomachci and his Son an Infant, to be 
thrown into the Sea. 

Virtue is feldom or never unenvy'd: Two Ac- 
cufers fummon'd Timoleon to anfwer for his Con- 
duel before the Judges, and having aflign'd him a 
certain Day for his Appearance, demanded Surties 
of him. The People expreflcd great Indignation 
againlt fueh a Proceeding, and would have dif- 
penled with the cuttomary Formalities in fo great 
n Man : But he ftrongly oppofcd it, giving for 
his Reafon, that all he had undertaken had no 
urhcr Principle, than that the Laws might becluly 
obferved. He was alfo accufed of Malversation, 
during his Command of the Army; but without 
giving himfelf the Trouble to refute thofe Ca- 
i um* lies, he only reply M, " That he thank'd the 
" God:;, who had heard his Prayers j and that he 



" at length faw the Syracufiiis enjoy rrf) crtict 
* f Liberty of laying every Thing , a Liberty, a b- 
" folutely unknown to them under the Tyrants 4 
" but which, it was juft to confine. within due 
" Bounds." 



That great Man had given Syracufe wife L: 
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had purged all Sicily of the Tyrants, which' had 
long infetted it, had re-eftabliih'd Peace and Se- 
curity univerfally ; and fupply'd the Cities, riiin'd 
by the War, with the Means of re inflating them- 
felves. After fuch glorious Actions, which had 
given him an unbounded Credit, he quitted his 
Authority to live in Retirement. The Syracufans 
had given him the beft Houfe in the City, in Ura- 
tude for his great Services 5 and another very fine 
and agreeable one, in the Country, where he ge- 
nerally refided with his Wife and Children, whom 
he had fent for from Corinth - 9 for he did not return 
thither, and Syracufe was become his Country. He 
had the Wifdom in rcllgning every Thing, to fe- 
cure himfelf entirely alfo from Envy, which never 
fails to attend exalted Stations, and pays no Re- 
fpeft to .Merit, however great and fubftantial: 
He ihunned the Rock, on which the greatest Men* 
through an infatiatc Lull of Honours and Power, 
are Often flripwrcck'd ; that is, by engaging, to the 
End of their Lives, in new Cares and Troubles, 
of which Age renders them incapable j and by 
choofing rather to fink under them, than to lay 
them down. 

Timoleon, who knew all the Value of a noble 
and glorious Leifure, acted in a different Manner: 
He parted the reft of his Life as a private Perfoni 
enjoy i rig the grateful Satisfaction of feeing fo many 
Cities, and fuch a numerous People, indebted to 
him, for their Happinefs and Tranquillity. But 
he was always refpe£ted, and confulted, as the 
common Oracle of Sicily : There was neither 
Treaty of Peace, Inftitution of Law, Divi/ion of 
Land, nor Regulation of Government, that feem'd 
well done, ir Timoleon had not been confulted, 
and put the laft Hand to it. 

His Age was tried with a very fenfible AiflicTri- 
on, which he fupported with attonifhing Patience j 
it was the Lofs or Sight. That Accident, far from 
leflening him in the Consideration and Regard of 
the People, ferved only to add thereto. The Sy- 
racufans did not content themfelves with paying 
him frequent Vifits, they conducted all Strangers, 
both in Town and Country, to fee their Benefactor" 
and Deliverer. When they had any important 
Affair to deliberate upon in the AfTembly of the 
People, they called him in to their AM! ft a nee ; he 
came thither in a Chariot drawn by two Horfes, 
which c rotted the pubiiek Place to the Theatre, 
and in that Manner he was introduced into the* 
AfTembly, amidft the Shouts, and Acclamations 
of Joy, of the whole People. After he had gi- 
ven his Opinion, which was always religioully ob- 
ferved, his Domefticks re- conducted him, acrofs the 
Theatre, follow'd by all the Citizens, beyond the 
Gates, with continual Shouts of Joy, and clapping 
of Hands. 

He had ftill greater Honours paid to him afrer 
his Death : Nothing was wanting that could add 
to the Magnificence of the Proceilion, which fol- 
lowed his Bier, of which, the 'I ears that were 4 
fticd, and the Bleflings uttered, by every Body? in" 
Honour of his Memory, were the noblelt Orna- 

Thofe Tears were neither the Ivfleil oi 
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Cuftom, and the Formality of Mourning, nor ex- 
acted by publick Decree, but flow'd from a na:ive 
Source, hnccre Affection, lively Gratitude, and 
inconfolable Sorrow. A Law was alfo made, that 
annually, for the future, upon the Day of his 
Death, the Mufick, and Gymnick Games, mould 
be celebrated, with Horie-Races, in Honour of 
him. But what was ftill more honourable for the 
Memory of that great Man, was the Decree of the 
Syracufan People, chat whenever Sicily mould be 
engaged in a War with Foreigners, they Ihould 
fend to Corinth for a General. 

We do not know, that Hiftory has any Thing 
more great and accompliuYd, than what it fays of 
Timoleon: We fpeak not only of his military Ex- 
ploits, and the happy Succels of all his Undertak- 
ings. Plutarch obferves a Charactcriftick in them, 
which diftin jguifhes Tt mo Icon from all the great 
Men of his "lime, and makes ufe, upon that Oc- 
cation* of a very remarkable Comparifon. There 
is, fays he, in Painting, and Poetry, Pieces which 
are excellent in themfelves, and which, at the 
firft View, may be known to be the Works of a 
Mailer ; but fome of them denote, their having 
coft Abundance of Pains and Application $ where- 
as in others, is feen an eafy and native Grace, 
which adds exceedingly to their Value 5 and a- 
rnongft this latter Kind he places the Poems of 
Homer. There is fomething of this Sort occurs, 
when we compare the great Actions of Epaminon- 
das, and j^ge/ilaus, with thofe of Timoleon. In the 
former, we find them executed with Force, and 
innumerable Difficulties ; but in the latter, there 
is an Eafinefs and Facility, which diftinguifti them 
as the Work, not of Fortune, but of Virtue, which 
Fortune feems to have taken Pleafure in fecond- 
It is Plutarch who ftill fpeaks. 
ut not to mention his military Actions ; what 
we admire the moft in Timoleon, is his warm and 
difinterefted Paffion for the publick Good, and 
his referving only for himfelf the Pleafure of fee- 
ing others happy by his Services ; his extreme Re- 
motenefs from Ambition and Haughtinefs ; his 
honourable Retirement into the Country ; his 
Modefly, Moderation, and Indifference for the 
Honours paid him ; and what is ftill more uncom- 
mon, his Aver/ion for all Flattery, and even juft 
Praifes. When fomebody extolled, in his Prefence, 
his Wifdom, Valour and Glory, in having expelled 
the Tyrants, he made no jinjwer, hut that he thought 
himfelf obliged to exprefs bis Gratitude to the Gods, 
who having decreed to rejlore Peace and Liberty to 
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Juration : For he was fully perfuaded, that all hu- 
man Events are guided and aifpofed by the fee ret 
Determinations of Divine Providence. What a 
Treafure, what an Happincfs for a State, is fuch 
a Minifter! 

For the better underftanding his Value, we need 
only to compare the Condition of Syracufe, under 
Timoleon, with its State under the two Dionyjii. 
h was the fame City, Inhabitants, and People; 
but how different was it under the different Go- 
vernments we mention ! The two Tyrants had no 
Thoughts but of making themfelve6 feared, and of 
opprefling their Subjects, to render them more 
pauive. They were terrible in RfFedt, as they de- 
fired to be; but, at the fame Time, deteftedand 
abhorred ; and had more to fear from their Sub- 



jects, than their Subjects from them. Timoleon, 
on the contrary, who look'd upon himfelf as the 
Father of the Syracufan People, and who had no 
Thoughts but of making chem happy, enjoy M the 
refin'd Pleafure of being beloved and revered as a 
Parent, by his Children ; and he was remember Vi 
amongft them with Bicfiings, becaufe they could 
not reflect: upon the Peace and Happinefs they en- 
joy'd, without calling to Mind, at the fame Time, 
the wife Legiflator, to whom they were indebted, 
for thofe ineftimable Gihs. 

As Demofihenes will have a great Part, in the 
Hiftory of Philip, and Alexander, which will be 
the Subject of the enfuing Sheets, it is necelfary 
to give the Reader fome previous Idea of him ; 
and to let him know by what Means he cultivated, 
and to what a Degree of Perfection he carry^d, his 
Talent of Eloquence ; which made him more 
dreaded by Philip, and Alexander, and enabled 
him to render greater Services to his Country, than 
the higheft military Virtue could have done. 

That Orator, born two Years before Philip, and 
two hundred and fourfcorc before Cicero, was not 
the Son of a dirty fmoaky Blackfmith, as Juvenal 
feems to intimate, but or a Man moderately rich, 
who got confiderabiy by Forges. Not that the 
Birth of Demofihenes could derogate in the leaft 
from his Reputation, whofe Works are an higher 
Title of Nobility, than the moft fplendid the 
World affords. Demofihenes tells us himfelf, that 
his Father employ'd thirty Slaves at his Forges, 
each of them valued at three Mina, or fifty Crowns ; 
two excepted, who were, without Doubt, the moft 
expert in the Bufinefs, and directed the Work, and 
thofe were, each of them, worth an hundred 
Crowns. It is well known, that Part of the Wealth 
of the Ancients confiftea in Slaves. Thofe Forges, 
all Charges paid, clear'd annually thirty Mina, 
that is, fifteen hundred Crowns. To this firft 
Manufactury, appropriated to the forging of 
Swords, and fuch kind of Arms, he added another* 
wherein Beds, and Tables, of fine Wood and Ivory, 
were made ; which brought him in yearly, twelve 
Mina. In this, only twenty Slaves were employ 'd, 
each of them valued ac two Mina, which is about 
twenty-five Crowns. 

The Father of Demofihenes died poflefled of an 
Eftate of fourteen Talents : He had the Misfor- 
tune to fall into the Hands of fordid and avaritious 
Guardians, who had no Views but of making the 
moft out of his Fortune. They carried that bafe 
Spirit fo far, as to refufe their the Matters of their 
Pupil the Reward due to them : So that he was 
not educated with that Care, which fo excellent a 
Genius as his required ; befides which, the Weak- 
nefs of his Conftitution, and the Delicacy of his 
Health, with the execflive Fondnefs of a Mother, 
that doated upon him, prevented his Mafters from 
obliging him to apply much to his Studies. 

The School of IJbcrates> in which many great 
M«jn had been educated, was at that Time the 
moft famous at Athens: But whether the Avarice 
of the Guardians of Demofihenes prevented them 
from letting him improve under a Mafter, whofe 
Price was very high, or the foft and peaceful Elo- 
quence of liberates was not to his Tafte at that 
Time, he ftudied under Ifaus, whofe Character 
was Strength and Vehemence. He found Means, 
however, to get the Principles of Rhetorick taught 
by the former; But Plato, in Reality, contributed 
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the moft to forming 7)tmoJikencs\ he read his 
W orks with great Application, and received Lcf- 
foi s from him alfb ; and it is eafy to diftinguilh, 
in the Writings of the Difciple, the noble and 
lublime Air of che Waller. 

Buc he foon quieted the Schools of Ifivus and 
P/jfo, for another, under a different kind of Di- 
rection ; we mean, to frequent che Bar, of which 
this was the Occafion. i he Orator GMIijlratus 
was appointed to plead the Caufe of the City Oro- 
fus, lituated between Baroti.* and Attica: Chabrias, 
having difpofed the slthcnians to march to the Aid 
of the TfXOJ/is, who were in great Diftrefs, they 
haften'd thither, and delivered them from the E- 
nemy : The Thebdnsy forgetting fo great a Service> 
took the Town of Or opus, which was upon their 
Frontier, from the Athenians 5 Ghabrias was fu- 
jpccled, and charged with Treafon upon this Oc- 
cafion i and Cjliyiratus was chofen to plead againft 
him. The Reputation of che Orator, and the 
Importance of the Caufe, excited Curiofity, and 
made a great Noile in the City. DemoJlhenes> 
who was chen fixecen Years of Age, earneftly en- 
treated his Mailers to carry him with them to the 
Bar, that he might be prefent at fo famous a 
Trial. The Oracor was heard with great Atten- 
tion, and having had extraordinary Succefs, was 
attended home by a Crowd of illuftrious Citizens, 
who feem'd to vye with each, in praiting and ad- 
miring him. The young Man was extremely af- 
fected with the Honours, which he faw paid to 
the Orator, and Hill more, with the fupreme 
Power of Eloquence ov er _ the Minds of Men, 
of which it difpofes, as abfolute Sovereign. He 
was himfelf fenfible of its Erfects, and not being 
able to refill its Charms, he gave himfelf wholly 
up to it ; from thenceforth he renounced all other 
Studies and Pleafures, and during the Continuance 
of Caliijiratus at Athens, he never quitted him, 
but made all the Improvement he could from his 
Precepts. 

The firft Eflay of his Eloquence was againft his 
Guardians, whom he obliged to refund a Part of 
his Fortune : Encouraged by this Succefs, he ven- 
tured to fpeak before the People, but with very 
ill Succefs. He had a weak Voice, a thick Way 
of fpeaking, and a very fhort Breath ; notwith- 
ftanding which, his Periods were fo long, that 
he was often obliged to ftop in che Midflor ehem, 
for Refpiration. This occalion'd his being hilled 
by the whole Audience, from whence he retired, 
entirely difcouraged, and dctcrmin'd to renounce 
tor ever, a Function, of which he believed him- 
felf incapab/e. But, one of hifl Auditors, who 
had obferved an excellent Fund of Genius in him, 
and a Kind of Eloquence, which came very near 
that of Pericles, gave him new Spirit, from the 
grateful Idea of fo glorious a Refcmblance, and che 
good Advice which he added to it. 

Me vencurcd therefore, co appear afecond Time 
before che People, and was no better received than 
before: However, as he withdrew, hanging down 
his Head, and in the utmoft Confufion, Satyrus, 
one of the moft excellent Aclors of chofe Times, 
who was his Friend, met him ; and having learnt 
from himfelf, che Caufe of his being fo much de- 
jected, allured him, that the Evil was not without 



which he accordingly did ; when Satyr us lpo}.» 
them after him, and gave them fuch Graces by the 
Tone, Gefture, and Spirit, with which he pro- 
nounced them, that Dcmojihenes himfelf found 
them quite different from what they were in his 
own Manner of fpeaking. He then perceived 
plainly what he wanted, and apply'd himfelf to 
che acq u i ri ng of i t. 

His h fibres to corredl his natural Defecl of Ut- 
terance, and to per feci himfelf in Pronunciation, 
and Aclion, of which his Friend had made him un* 
derftand the Value, feem almoll incredible; and 
prove, that an indaftrious Pcrfeverance can fur- 
mount almoll any Thing. He ftammer'd to fuch 
a Degree, chat he could not pronounce fome Let- 
ters ; amongfl others, that with which the Name 
of the Art he ftudied begins, (Rhetorick;) and 
he was fo ftion-breath'd, that he could not utter 
a whole Period without flopping. He overcame 
thefe Ob Hades at length, by putting fmall Peb- 
bles into his Mouth, and pronouncing feveral Verfes 
in that Manner, without Interruption; and chat 
walking, and going up fteep, and difficult Places, 
fo chac at laft, no Letter made him heficate, and 
his Breach held out through the longeft Periods. 
He went alfoto the Sea fide, and whillt the Waves 
were in the moft violent Agitation, he pronounced 
Harangues, to accuftom himfelf, by the confufed 
Noife of the Waters, to the Roar of the People, 
and the tumultuous Cries of publick Aflemblies. 

Dcmojihenes took no lefs Care of his Aclion, than 
of his Voice : He had a large Looking- glafs in his 
Houfe, which ferved to teach him Gefture, and at 
which he ufed to declaim, before he fpoke in Pub- 
lick. To corredl a Fault, which he had contracled 
by an ill Habit of continually Ihrugging his Shoul- 
ders, he praclifed ftanding; upright, in a Kind of 
very narrow Pulpit or Rojtrum* over which hung 
a Halbard in fuch a Manner, that if in the Heat 
of Aclion that Motion efcaped him, the Point of 
the Weapon might ferve at the fame Time to ad- 
monifh and corrccl him. 

His Pains were well beftow'd ; for it was by 
this Means, that he carried the Arc of declaiming 
to the high eft Degree of Perfection of which it wa* 
capable; whence, it is plain, he well knew its 
Value and Importance. When he was ask'd, three 
feveral Times, which Quality he thought moft 
necelfary in an Orator, he gave no other Anfwer 
than, Pronunciation and Aclion ; infinuating, by 
giving that Anfwer, three Times fucccflively, that 
thefe were the only Qualifications, of which, the 
Want could be leaft conceai'd, and which, was 
the moft capable of concealing other Defects j and 
that Pronounciation alone, could give confidernble 
Weight, even in an indifferent Orator ; when with- 
out ic, the moft moft excellent could not hope the 
leaft Succefs. He muft have had a very high 
Opinion of it, fince to arrive at Perfection in it, 
and for the Inftruclion of Neoptolvmus, the moft 
excellent Comedian then in being, he devoted fo 
considerable a Sum as ten thoufand Drachma*, 
though he was not very rich. 

His Application to Study was no lefs fur prizing : 
To be the more removed from Noife, and left fub- 
jeft co Diftraclion, he cauled a fmall Chamber to 
be made for him under Ground, in which he Ibut 
himfelf up fomctimes for whole Months, (having 



Remedy, and that the Cafe was not fo defperafe himfelf up fomctimes for whole Months, (having 
as he imagin'd. Thereupon he defircd him only on Purpofe half his Head and Face, char he miglu 
to repeat fome Verfes ol Sophocles or Euripides ; not be in a Condition to go abroad. It was thcic 
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by the Light of a fmall Lamp, he compofed the 
admirable Orations, which were faid, by thofe who 
envy'd him, r<? //»*// 0/' ^ 0/7; co imply, that 
they' were too elaborate. It is plain, reply'd he, 
yours did not coji you fo much Trouble, He rofe very 
early in the Morning, andufed to fay, that he 
was forry when any Workman was at his Bufinefs 
before him. We may judge of the extraordinary 
Efforts he made to acquire an Excellence of every 
Kind 9 from the Pains he took in copying the Hi- 
ltory of Thucydides eight Times with his own 
Hand, to render the Style of that great Man fa- 
miliar to him- ( 
Ac la It Demofthenes, after having exercifed his 
Talent of Eloquence in feveral private Caufes, 
made his Appearance in full Light, and mounted 
the Tribunal of Harangues, to treat there upon 
the publick Affairs; . with what Succefs, we fhali 
fee hereafter. Cicero tells us, that Succefs was fo 
great, that all Greece came in Crowds to Athens to 
hear Demojlhenes fpeak ; and he adds, that with 
his Merit it could not have been otherwife. 

Jf we may believe Philip upon this Head, of 
which he is certainly an Evidence of unqueftion- 
able Authority, the Eloquence of 'Demnojlhenes 
alone did him more Hurt, than all the Armies and 
Fleets of the -Athenians. His Harangues, he faid, 
were like Engines of War, and Batteries raifed at 
a-Diftance againft him ; by which he overthrew 
all his Projefts, and ruined his Enterprizes, with- 
out its being poffible to prevent their EfFedh For 
I my/el/, (fays Philip of him) had I been prefent, 
and heard that vehement Orator declaim, Jhould 
have concluded the firfi, that it was indifpenfably 
ncceffary to declare IVar againji me. No City 
feenVd impregnable to that Prince, provided he 
could introduce a Mule laden with Gold into it; 
but he confeffed, that to his Sorrow, Demofthenes 
was invincible in that Refpecl; and that he always 
found him inacccflible to his Prefents. After the 
Battle of Charonca, Philip, though Vi&or, was 
flruck with extreme Dread at the Profpcrity of the 
great Danger, to which that Orator, by the 
powerful League, had been the fole Caufe of 
forming againft him, had expofed him and his 
Kingdom. 

Jintipatcr fpoke to the fame EfFe£r. of him. I 
value not > faid he, the Pirxum, tkhe Galleys, and 



Armies of the Athenians : For what have we to fear 
from a People continually employed in Games, Feafh , 
a ?id B acch anals? Demofthenes alone gives m e Pain . 
Without him the Athenians differ in nothing front 
the meaneft 'People of Greece. He alone excites and 
animates them : It is he that rouzes them from the:/ 
Lethargy and Stupidity, and puts their Arms and 
Oars into their Hands, almft againji their It'ills ; 
continually reprefe?iting to them the f amous Battles 
of Marathon and Salami's \ he tran forms them into 
other Men, by the Ardor of his 7. ifcourfes, and in- 
fpires them with incredible falour and Fortitude. 
Nothing ef capes his penetrating Eyes, nor his con- 
fummate Prude?ice : He forefees all our Dejtgns, he 
countermines all our ProjecJs, and di[co?icerts us in 
every Thing \ and did Athens entirely confide in him, 
and wholly follow his Advice, we were undone with- 
out Remedy. Nothing can tempt him, nor diminijh 
his Love for his Country : He is as much Proof a- 
gai?ijl all the Gold of Philip, as Ariftides was for- 
merly againji that ofPerfm. 

He was reduced, by Neceffity, to give this glo- 
rious Teftimony of himfelC in his juft Defence 
againft JEfckines, his Accufer and declared Enemy. 
9i Whilft all the Orators have fuffer'd themfelves 
€€ to be corrupted by the Prefents of Philip and 
Alexander, it is well known, fays he, that nei- 
ther dangerous Junctures, engaging Exprefiions, 
magnificent Promifes, Hope, Fear, Favour, 
c< any Thing in the World, have ever been able 
cr to induce me to give up the leaf! Right or In- 
<c tercft of my Country. " He adds, that inltead 
of afting like thofe mercenary Perfons, who in all 
they propofed, declared for fuch as paid them beft j 
like Scales, that always incline to the Side from 
whence they receive moft; he, in all the Lounfels 
he had given, had fohly in View the Intereft and 
Glory of his Country, and that he had always 
continued inflexible and incorruptible by the Ma- 
cedonian Gold. The Sequel will fhew, how well 
he fupported this Character to the End. 

Such was the Orator who is about to afcend the 
Tribunal of Harangues ; or rather, the Statefman, 
about to enter upon the Admiftration of the pub- 
lick Affairs, and who will will be the Soul, and 
Principle of all the great Enterprizes of Athens, 
againft Philip of Macedon. 
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CHAP. I. 

of Philip ; He is fcnt 7 as a HoJiage y to the Ulyrians ; He is again fa 



Hoftage, to f&cThebans, and placed izritb Epamin 
- y He ftecds away from Thebes, and takes upon 
as Guardian to his Nephew ; He is made King, 
atcd Macedonian Phalanx ; His profound Policy ; 
; He provides early fir a fuitablc Education for hi 



him the Government of Mace- 
by the People ; He forms the 

His Son Alexander the Great 



totle ; He attempts to feize on the Pafs of Thermopylae, but 



Thermopylae ; 

Council of the 



iem aoainft 



of the ambitious Views of tb 
He Pojfejfes himfelf of Olynthus ; He /cia 



feverc Treatment of the Phocenfes j H< 




A CE7)0N was an hereditary King- 
dom, fi mated in ancient Thrace ; and 
was bounded, at firft, on the South, by 
the Mountains of Thejfaly j on the Eaji 
by Baotia, and Pieria ; on the Weft* 
by the Lyncejics j and on the North, by Mygdonia 
and Pelajronia : But, after Philip had conquer'd 
Part of Thrace and lllyrium, this Kingdom ex- 
tended from the Adriatic Sea to the River Stry- 
mtn - 9 and Edejfa, which was, firft, the Capital of 
it, refign'd this Honour to Pella ; famous forgiv- 
ing Birth to Philips and Alexander the Great. 

Philip, whofe Hiftory we arc going to write, 
was Son to Amyntas II ; who is reckoned the Six- 
teenth King of Macedon, from Caranus, who had 
founded that Kingdom, about Four Hundred and 



Thirty Years before, that is, Aano Mundi 3191* 
and be/ore Chrijl 813. The Hiftory of all thefe 
Monarchs is pretty obfeure, and includes little elfe 
than a few particular Wars, carry 'd on againft 
the Ulyrians j the Ihracians, and other neighbour- 
ing People, 

The kings of Macedon pretended to defcend 
from Hercules, by Caranus ; and confequencly, to 
have been Greeks originally : But, notwithstand- 
ing this, Demojlhenes often ftyles them Barbari- 
ans, efpecially in his Invectives ngainft Philip* 
The Greeks, indeed; gave this Name to all other 
Nations, without excepting the Macedonians and 
Alexander, King of Macedon, in the Reign of 
Xerxes, was excluded from the Olympick Games, 

upon Frcrence of h i being a Barbarian •> and was 
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n ot admitted to fhare in them, till after having 
./iv en Proofs of his being defcended, originall y, 
jro m Atgos. The abovemcntion'd AUxander, lihc- 
w'ile, when he went over from the Perfian Camp 
to that of the Grabs, in order to acquaint the lac- 
ier, that Mai clonius was determin'd [o come upon 
ihein by Surprize, at Day-break, jultif)'d his Per- 
fidy, by the Antiquity of his Origin, which he de- 
clared to be from the Greeks. 

The ancienc Kings of Maccdon -did not think ic 
beneath them, to live, at different Times, under 
the Protection of 'the Athenians, Thcb.ius, and Spar- 
tiins ; fhifcing their Alliances, as ic fuired their 
Jntereft. Of this we have feveral Inftances in Tbu- 
tydides ; and one of them, nam'd Pcrdiccas, with 
whom the Athenians were ditfatisfy'd, became their 
Tributary; which Lifted from the Time they had 
fettled a Colony in Amphipolis, under Agnou, the 
Son of Nidus, about Forty-eight Years before the 
Peloponncfan War, till Brajidas, the Laccdammian 
General, about the fifth or iixthYear of that War, 
rnis'd that whole Province againffc them, and drove 
them from the Frontiers of Mace don. 

But now, in the following Sheets, we fhall fee 
this Maccdon, which had before paid Tribute to 
Athene become, under Philip, the Arbiter of Greece-, 
and triumph, under Alexander, over all the Forces 

of Ajia. 

Almyntas, Father of Whilip, began to reign the 
Third Year of the Ninety-fixth Olympiad: Having, 
the very Year after, been warmly attacked by the 
lllyrians, and difpoflefs'd of a great Part of his 
Kingdom, which he thought it fcarce poilible for 
him ever to recover again, he addrefs'd himfclf to 
the Olynthians ; and, in order to engage them the 
more firmly in his Interelr, he gave up to chem a 
large Tract of Ground, in the Neighbourhood of 
their City. According to fomc Authors, u4rgaus, 
who was of the Blood-Kcyal, being fupported by 
the Athenians, and takingAdvantage of tbeTroubles 
which broke out in Macedonia, reign'd there two 
Years. .Amyntas was reftor'd to the Throne by the 
Thejfalians j upon which, he was defirous of re- 
fuming the Pofleffion of the Lands, which nothing 
but the ill Situation of his AfFairs, had oblig'd 

him to rcfign to the Olynthians. This cnus'd a 
War to break out ; but A/my nt as, not being flrong 
enough to make Head, fingly, againlt fo powerful 
a People ; the Greeks, and the Athenians, in par- 
ticular, fent him Relief; and enabled him to 
weaken the Olynthians, who thrcatned him with a 
total and impending Ruin. Ic was then, chac^f- 
m\/itas, in an Aflemblyof the Greeks, to which 
he had fent a Deputation, engaged to unite with 
them, to enable the Athenians to poifefs chemfclves 
o f jdmphi polls ; declaring, this City belonged to 
them. This Itrong Alliance was continued, after 
his Death, with Queen Eurydicc, his Widow, as we 
ft nil ibon fee. 

Philip, one of the Sons of Amyntas t was born 
the fame Year this Monarch declarYl War againft 
the Olynthians . This Philip was Father of Alexander 
the Great ; for, we cannot point him to better Ad- 
vantage, than by calling him the Father of fucli a 
£nn, as Gii'cro obferves, of the Father of Cato of 
'A'/V./. dmyntas dy'd, after having re ign'd Twenty 
*"Ur Years, leaving Three It *> itiniate Children, 



WMnm Eurydicc hail brought: him, viz, Alexander 
* ida/as, and V hi I if' ; and a natural Son, namV 



Alexander fuccccdcd h;:i : ;, a-, lie:: \± lu~l'z 

Sol. In the very Hc» inning oi :;»■• Re ' [L ' > i:e \ h z 
c*rgag*d i'i a iharp VV'a: a^rai iir the j: : iia,. , 
Neighbours to, and perpetual Iv.err.ies o: Afa^. Io- 
nia. Concluding, aitcrw ards, a Peace with tht i 
he gave up Philip, his younger Broihiv, :.n in- 
fant, in*o their Hand , by Way of Hofta :•'-• ; wl.-j 



was foon fent baJc to him : *AAz.:udir i c i uut 
one Year. 

The Crown now belonged to'Perd' L'o Bro- 
ther, who was become ejd;fr b;- h ... iA;;:}- ; but 
Paujaniat, a Prince of the LlooJ Rtr \. 1;j L.id 
been exil'd, diiputed ic with him, ar.d v. a* re- 
ported by a gj eat Number of ."/i/a'.i- j ; accor- 
dingly, he began, by fcizi::g upc-.i iotr.e ftro".g 
Holds. Happily for the new Kirg, <t.7u vv: s 
then in that Country, whither the sliL*n;ans h. id 
fent him with a fmall Fleet j nor to b.fieize aix- 
phipolis, but only to take a View of the ^j.icj, a'.d 
make the ncccflary Preparatiors for the ^ieg. 1 . i:^- 
rydicc, hearing of his Arrival, defir'd a V iiitfrum 
him, intending to rcquelr his AjTniance againft 
Paufanias : To this End, when he was come ir.zo 
the Palace, and had feared himfelf, this affiicled 
Queen, the better to excjte his Companion, takes 
her two Children, c Pa diccas 7 an:! Philip, and fet- 
ting the former in the Arms, and the latter on the 
Knees, of Iphicratcs, thus accoltcd him : " Re- 
" member, Iphicratcs, that slmjnrjs, the Father 
tc of thefe unhappy Orphans, had always a Lo\c 
" for your Country, and adopted you for hi* 5.-);:. 
te This double Tie Jays you under a double Obli- 
cf gation : The Amity, which that Kjng en*er- 
cc tain'd for Athens, requires that you fhouid aefc- 
cr nowledgc us publickly tor your Friends ; and 
<f the Tcndernefs, which that Father had for ycur 
" Perfon, requires you fhould indulge a frnterraJ 
" Love to thefe Children." Thi.. Sp.-ecn, and 



Action, had the dchVd ElFecl ; for, Ip vsrstcs, 

mov'd, both with the Sight, and Di/courfe, drove 
away the Ufurper, and reftor'd the lawful Sove- 
reign. 

However, Per dice as did not continue long un- 
molelkd. A new Enemy, more formidaMe than 
thehrit, fcon diHurb'd his Tranquillity : This was 
Ptolemy, his Brother, natural Son of Amyntas, as 
was before obferv'd : Poilibly, he might be the 
eldelt Son ; and, as fuch, might claim the Crown. 
However, that was, the two Brothers rcferx\J the 
JDeciiion of their Claim to Pelopidas, General of 
the The bans, more revered for his Probity than 
Valour; and Pelopi das gave Sentence in Favour 
of Perdiccas \ and, having judg'd it neceiTary to 
take Pledges on both Sides, in order to oblige the 
Competitors to obferve the Articles of the 

Tre 

he carry 

reticle d feveral Years. He was then Ten Years of 



reaty accepted by them; among other H ihiges, 
j carry 'd Philip with him to Thebes, where he 



i 



Age; and Eurydicc, at her leaving this much 
lov'd Son, earnelHy befought Pelopidas ro procure 
him an Education, which might be wonliy of his 
Birth, and the City, whither he wa.«g.">id£ to be 
educated. He did f o ; for, he plac'd him with E- 
paminondas, who kept a celebrated Psfhagouan 
Philofopher in his Houfe, to educate his Son. Phi- 
lip improved greatly by the I nit ructions of this 
Preceptor ; and much more by thofe of Epaminm- 
das, under whom, lie, douhtlefs, made fomc Cam- 
paigns, though no Mention is made thereof. He 
could not poilibly have had i more excellent 
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Matter, either for War, or the Conduct of Life ; 
For, this illuftrious T'.eba?! was, at the fame Time, 
a great Philolopher ; that is, a wife, and virtuous 
Man and a great Commander ; as well as a great 
Statefman. Philip was very proud of being his 
Pupil, and proposed him as a Model to himfelf ; 
thrice happy, could he have copy'd him perfectly! 
Perhaps-, he borrow'd from Epamitio/nlas his A6li- 
vity in War; and his Di Ige nee, in la) ing Hold of 
Opportunities, which, however, form'd but a very 
inconfiderable Part of the Merit of chat illulhious 
Perfonage : But, as to his Temperance, Juitice, 
jDifmtereftedncls, Sincerity, Magnanimity, and Cle- 
'tnency, which render'd him truly great; thcle were 
Virtues, which Philip had not rcceiv'd from Na- 
ture, nor did he acquire them by Imitation. Little 
did the Thebans think chat they were then forming 
and educating the molt dangerous Enemy to 
Greece. 

Alter Philip had fpcnt Nine or Ten Ycnrs in 
their City, the News of a Revolution in Maccdon, 
made him refolvc to leave Thebes clandeltinely. 
Accordingly, he lteals away, makes the utmoit 
Difparch, and finds che Macedonians greatly fur- 
W at having loft their King 'Pcrdiccas, who 
been kilTd in a mighty Battle fought againft 
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the JIhrians ; but much more fo, to find they had 
as many Enemies as Neighbours. '1 he Illjrians 
were on che Point of returning into the Kingdom 
with a greater Force ; the Prcni-.ms infefted it 
with perpetual Incurfions ; the lhacians were de- 
termined to place Paujanias cn the Throne, he 
not h.r. ing -\et laid afide his Precenfions ; and the 
^dthcr-.'r.s were bringing ^tgar us, whom Mantias, 
their General, was ordcr'd to fupport, with a 
Itrong Fieet, and a confiderable Body of Troops. 
Macedonia, at that 1 ime, wan red an active Prir.ce; 
but potfefs'd by a Child only, dmyntas, the 

the So:» or Perdiccas, and lawful Heir to the Crown : 
Accordingly, Philip govern'd the Kingdom, for 
feme Time, by the Title of Governor to the young 
Prince; but, very foon, the Subjects, being juftly 
alarm'd, depos'd the Nephew, in Favour of the 
Uncle; and, inftead of the Heir, whom Nature 
had made fuch, they inthron'd him, whom the 
prefent Exigency of Affairs requir'd ; being per- 
fuade.J, that Ncccftity has Laws, which annul all 
others : Accordingly, Philips being Twenty-four 
Years old, afcended the Throne, the firft Year of 
the 135th Olympiad. 

The i.ew King, with the utmoit Calmncfs of 
Mind, us'd all his Endeavours to an Aver fpeedily 
the Expectations of the People : Accordingly, he 
pro \ ides for, and applies a Remedy to all Things j 
raifts the defponding Courage of the Macedonians, 
and reinforces the Troops, whom he inur'd to the 
ftricTeft Difcipline : He was invincibly rigorous on 
this Article, being juftly fenfible, the whole Suc- 
re fs of all his Enterprises depended on it. A Sol- 
dier, being very thirfty, went out of the Ranks, 
in order to drink; but Philip puninYd- him with 
very great Severity for fo doing. Another Soldier, 
who ought to have been under Arms, laying 
them down, he immediately ordcr'd to be put to 
Den f i r. 

Then it was he eftablifh'd the Macedonian Pha- 



///;>;, which a iter wards became fo famous it was 
rhc r:hokvft, and beft difeiplin'd, ever feen till that 
Time ; and which might have difputed, for Priori- 
tr, with i he ih eels of Marathon and Salamis : Ife 



drew up the Plan, or, at leaft, iinprov'd it, fr.i,r 
the Idea which he borrow'd from Homer. Thi<: 
Poet defcribes the Union of the Grecian Com 
mandcrs, under the Image of a Battalion ; the So! 
diers of which, by the Alfemblage, or Conjunction 
of their Shields; form fuch a Body, as is impene- 
trable to the Enemy's Darts. Philip treated theft; 
choien Foot- Soldiers with peculiar Diftindtion; 
honouring them with cheTitle of his Comrades^ or 
Companions ; and, by this Mark of Honour, and 
Confidence, prevail'd with them to bear, without 
any Murmuring, the hardclt Fatigues ; and td 
brave with Intrepidity the greatelt Dangers. Such 
Familiarities, as thcle, are of very little Expcnce. 
to a Monarch, and procure him the highelt Ad- 
vantages. 

One of the firft Things Philip took Care of, was, 
the negotiating a captious Peace with the Slthc- 
nians s whofe Power he dreaded ; and whbm he was 
not willing to make his Enemies, in the Beginning 
of a Reign, as yet fo ill eiiablifti'd : He, thercf re*, 
fends Embaliadors to Athens, fparcs neither Pro- 
mifes, nor Proteltations of Friendfhip; and, at Jal't; 
was fo happy, as to conclude a Treaty, of which 
he made all the Advantages he had propofed td 
himfelfc 

Immediately after this he docs not fecm to act 
fom uch like a Monarch of butTwenty-fourYears 
ofA&e, as a Politician, deeply skill'd in the Art 
of Diftimulation 5 and who, without the Afliftance 
of Experience, was already fenfible, it is Gain, to 
know when to lofe at a proper Seafon. He had 
fciz'd upon Amphipolis* a City fituate on the Fron- 
tiers of his Kingdom; which confequently, ftood 
very convenient for him : He could not keep it; 
fince, by this Means, he would have weaken'd his 
Army too much 5 not to mention, that the 
thenia?is> whofe Friendfhip it was his fnterelt td 
preferve, would have been exafperated at fuch an 
Attempt, they claiming it as their Colony. On the 
other Side, he was determined, not to give up to 
his Enemies, one of the Inlets of his Dominions I 
He, therefore, took the Refolution to declare that 
Place free, by giving the Citizens of it Leave to 

fovern themfefvea as a Republick ; and, in this 
lanner, to fet them at Variance with their ancient 
Matters. At the fame Time, he difarm'd the Pc- 
c?iians, by Dint of Promifes, and Prefcnts; refolv- 
ing to attack them, after he had difunitcd his 
Enemies, and weaken'd them by this Difunion. 

This Compliance and Subtlety fix'd him the 
more ftrongly on the Throne, and he foon found 
himfclf without Competitors: And firft, he pre- 
vents Paufanias from making an Incurfion into hi 4 ' 
Kingdom ; marches afterwards againft Argaus; 
comes up with him in the Road from /Eg<c to Mf- 
thonr ; defeats him, kills a great Number of his 
Soldiers, and rakes a Multitude Prifoncrs ; attack* 
the Peonians, and fubje£h them to his Power: At- 

terwards turns »his Arms againft the Illyrians, cut* 
them in Pieces, and oblig'd them to rcftore to him 
the feveral ltrong Holds poffeffed by them in Ate m 
ccdon. 

Much about this Time the Athenians difplav^ 
the greateft Generofity to the Inhabitants of"A//- 
bwa. This Uland, which is feparated from P^ 8 ' 
tin by the , Eur 1 pus , was fo calrd, from its large 
and beautiful Paftu re- Grounds : It is, at this Dtp 
call'd Negropont. It had been fubjedfc ro the /It /•< 
nians, who had fettled Colonies in Ereti i*i 
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Chalets, the two principal Cities of ic. Thucydides and his endeavouring^ to become the Avenger of 
relates, that in the Pcloponncftan War, the Revolt Greece, by overthrowing an Empire, which before 
of the Eubccans difmay'd the Athenians very much, had attempted to fubdue that Country ; and which 
becaufe they drew more from thence than Attica : had ever continu'd its irreconcilable Enemy, cither 
From that Time, Eubasa became a Prey to Facti- by open Invafions, or fecrct Intrigues, 
oris. In that we are now fpeaking of, one of thefe We have obfery'd, that Philipy in the very Be- 
Factions implor'd the A/fiftancc of Thebes, and ginning of his Reign, had feiz'd upon Amphipolis, 
Che other of Athms : At firft, the Thcbans met becaufe it was of great Service to him ■ and that, 
v/ith noObflracle, and cafily made the Faction they in order not to give ic up to the Athenians, who 
efpous'd, triumphant ; however, at the Arrival of claim'd it as one of their Colonies, he had declared 
the Athenians, Matters took a very different Turn, that City free : But, at thisTime, being no longer 
Though thefe were highly offended at the Euhte- under fuch mighty Apprehcnfions from the ^'/je- 
ans, who had behav'd very injurioufly towards nians, he refunVd his former Deiign of feizing on 
them 5 nevcrthclcfs, being now fenfibly affected Amphipolis. The Inhabitants of chat City, being 
with the great Danger to which they were exposed, th readied with a fpeedy Siege, fenc Embafladors 
and forgetting their private Refentments, they im- to the Athenians, offering to put them felvcs, and 
jmcdiately gave them fuch powerful Aifirtance by their City, under the Protection of Athens, and be- 
Sea and Land, that, in a few Days, they fore'd the fceching them to accept the Keys of Amphipolis. 
Thcbans to retire. And now, being abfolute Maf- But, that Kepublick rejected their Offer, for Fear 
tcrs of die Ifland, they reltor'd the Inhabitants of breaking the Peace they had concluded the Year 
their Cities and Liberty, being perfuaded, fays before with Philip. However, this Monarch was 
JEfchincs, in relating this Incident, that Juftice no Way fcrupulous on this Occafion 5 for, he bc- 
rcquires we lhould obliterate the Remembrance of fieg'd, and took Amphipolis, by Means of the In- 
palr. Injuries, when the Perfon offending relies on telligence he carry 'd on in the City, and made ic 
him who was offended. The Athenians, after ha- one of the ftronge ft Barriers of his Kingdom. Di- 
ving re'tor'd Eubcea to its former Tranquility, left mo/lhenes, in his Orations, frequently reproaches the 
it ; not defiring to reap any other Benefit for all Athenians with Indolence on this Occafion, by re- 
their Toils, than t' e Glory of having appeafed pre/enting to them, if they had then us'd a proper 
the Troubles of that Ifland. ' But they did not al- Diligence and Difpatch, rhey might have fav'd a 
ways behave in this Manner, to other Nations 5 confederate City, and fecur'd themfelves from a 
and ic was this gave Rife to the fVar 0/ the Allies, Multitude of Evils. 

of which we have fpoken eJfewhcre. Philip had promis'd the Athenians, to give up 

During the former Part of his Reign, Philip Amphipolis into their Hands 5 and> upon this Pro- 

Jiad employ'd his Endeavours to triumph over his mife, they continu'd fupine and unactive ; buc he 

Competitors for the Throne; to pacify domeftick did not fee up for one who kept his Word ; and 

Divilions, repel the Attacks of his foreign Ene- Sincerity was, in no Manner, the Virtue he pro- 

mies; and difable them, by his frequent Victories, fefs'd. So far from furrendring that City, he pof- 

from troubling him in the Pofleflion of his King- fefs'd himfelf of 'Pydne,^ and 'Potydda. The Jthc- 

dom. But he is now going to appear in another nians kept a Garrifon in the latter; thefe he dif- 

Character. Sparta and Athens, after having long mifs'd, without doing them the leaft Injury, and 

difputed for the Empire of Greece, had weakned gave up this City to the Qlynthians, to engage 

themfelves, by their reciprocal Divifions. This them in his Intereft. 

Circumftancc had given Thebes an Opportunity of From thence he advanced, and feiz'd upon Cre- 
raifmg itfelf to its former Grandeur > but Thebes, nides, which the Thafians had built two Years be- 
having weakned itfelf by theVVars in which it had fore ; and to which he gave the Name of Philip- 
been engag'd> again ft Sparta and Athens, gave p/ y from his own. It was near this City, render'd 
Philip an Opportunity to afpire 3lfo, in his Turn, afterwards famous, by the Defeat of Brutus and 
to the Sovereignty of Grecc. And now, as a Po- Coffins, that he open'd, and dug up certain Gold 
licician, and a Conqueror, he revolves how he Mines, which every Year brought him above a 
may beii extend his Frontiers, reduce his Neigh- Thoufand Talents, that is, about a Million o( 
bours, and weaken thole, whom he was not yet Crowns ; a prodigious Sum of Money in that Age* 
able to conquer : How he may introduce himfelf By this Means, Money became much more current 
into the A flairs of Greece, mare in its intcftinc in Maccdon than before j and Philip caufed to be 
Feuds, make himfelf Arbiter of it, join with one there coin'd, and nanVd after him, the Gold Coin, 
Part, in order to deftroy the other; in a Word, which outlafted his Monarchy. Such Kings, as 
to obtain the Empire over them all. In the Exe- poffe/s greater Treafures than their Enemies, have 
cution of this great Defign, he was not f pa ring a vaft Advantage over them; and no one was bet- 
either of Artifices, open Force, Prefents, or Pro- tcr skilPd in the Finances than Philip, or neglected 
mifes. He employs for this Purpofe, Negociati- them lefs. By this Fund, he was enabled to majn- 
ons, Treaties, and Alliances ; and each of them tain a powerful Army of Foreigners., and bribe 
fingly, in fuch a Manner, as he judges molt con- a Number of Creatures in molt of the Chics of 
ducive to the Succefs of the Defign he had pro- Greece. 

jeered : Profit and Advantage only direct his Choice Demojlhenes obferves, that, when Greece was in 

on thefe Occa lions. its Splendor, Gold and Silver were ranked in the 

We (hall always fee him acting under this fe- Number of prohibited Arms : But Philip /poke, and 

com! Character, in the feveral Gradations the acted in a quite different Manner. It is laid, that, 

Header will now perceive* till fuch Time as he having, one Day, confulfcd the Oracle of ^De/phi, 

ail'iimM a third, and 1 aft Character, which is, his he received the following Anfwer : 

preparing to attack the mighty King of Perfia, Make Coin thy Weapons, and thotflt conquer all. 

The 
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The Advice of the Prieftcfs became his Rule, 
and he lound the grcateft Benefit by ic : He own\J, 
chac he had won more ltrong Holds by Prefents 
than Weapons ; that he never fore'd open a Door, 
till after having attempted to open it; and that 
he did not think any Fortrefs impregnable, in 
which there was Palfage for a Mule laden with 
Silver. Ic has been faid, chat he was a Merchant, 
rather than a Conqueror ; that ic was not Philip, 
buc his Gold, which fubdu'd Greece ; and that he 
bough: its Cities, rather than ftorm'd them. He 
had Pen doners in all the Commonwealths of Greece, 
and paid Stipends to thofe who had the greacclt 
Share in their refpettive Administrations. And, 
indeed, he wab lefs proud of the Succefs of a Battle, 
than that of a Negociation ; well knowing, chat 
neither his Generals, nor his Soldiers, could fhare 
in the Honour l hereof. 

Philip had marry 'd O/ympias, Daughter of AV0- 
ptolemus : The latter was Son or /ilcetas s King of 
Molojfia, or Efirus, Olympias broughc him ^ilcx- 
under, furnanfd the Great, who was born in Pel/a, 
the ch'ef City of Mace don, the firlt Year of the 
1 c6th Olympiad. ^Philip, who, at chat Time, was 
abfent from his Kingdom, had three very agree- 
able Advices broughc him ; that he had been 
crown'd in the Olympick Games ; chac Parmenio, 
one of his Generals, had gain'd a greac Victory 
over the UUrians ; and that his Queen was delivered 
of a Son : Whereupon, that Prince, terrify 'd at 
fo lignal aHappinefs, which che Heathens choughc 
frequently che Omen of a mournful Cacaftrophc, 
cry'd ou:, Great Jupiter, in Return for fo many 
BUffings, fend me, as fpeedily as prffible, fomc /light 
Jllis/oi tune. 

We may form a Judgmenc of the Care and At- 
tention, which Philip gave Co che Educacion of 
this Prince, by the Letter he wrote, a little after 
his Birch, co Ariftotle, to acquainc him, fo early 
as this, that he picch'd upon him as Precepcor for 
his Son. " I am Co inform you {fays he) chac a 
Son is born co me. I return Thanks co che 
Gods, not fo much for having given him Co 
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me, as to have given him co me in che Age 
in which Aiiflotle liv'd. I may juftly promife 
m) felf, chac you will form him fuch a SucceiTor, 
as may be worthy of Us, and fuch a King as is 
worthy of Macedonia" What noble Thoughts 
a rife from che Perufal of this Letter! far different 
from the Manners of the prefent Age, buc highly 
orthy a greac Monarch, and a kind Parent \ We 
lhall leave che Reader Co make fuch Reflexions on 
ic, as he lhall think proper; and fhall only ob- 
ferve, that this Example may ferve as a Lefibn 
even to private Perfons, as ic teaches them how 
highly they ought to value a good Mailer, and 
the prodigious Care they mould take to fearch for 
one who excels; for, every Son is an Alexander 
to his Father. It appears, that 'Philip put his Son 
very early under sii ijhdle, being perfuaded, that 
the Succefs of Studies depends on the Foundation 
ihac is laid; and, that the ablcft Man is not too 
much fo, to teach the Principles in the Manner 
tl.ey ought to be inculcated. 

DifeoVd, which fomented perpetually in the 
Gtcth* futh Difpofitions, as were not very far re- 
moval from an open Rupture, broke out with 
ViolcMfc, on Oan/ion of the V hoc enfes. Thefe 
People, who inhabited the Territories adjacent to 
if J lo-gh'd up certain Land:i /acred to SJ- 



pollo, which was an A£r of Prophanacion. Imxnt 
diately, the People in ^Neighbourhood cxcIainYJ 
againlt them, as guilty of Sacrilege; fome bein;i 
prompted co this, from a Spirit of Sincerity; arid 
others, in order to cover their privacc Thirlr of 
Revenge with the Veil of Religion. The War, 
that broke out on this Occafion, was caM'd che /.'/- 
c red War, as being undertaken from a religious 
Motive, and laited ten Years. The People guilty 
ot this Prophanacion, were fummon'd to appear be- 
fore the Amphycliones, or States- General of Greece; 
and che whole Affair being duly examined, the 
Phocenfes were declared facrilegious, and fencene'd 
co pay a heavy Fine. 

Vhilomclus, one of their chief Citizens, a bold 
Man, and of great Authority, having prov'd, by 
fome Verfes in Homer, thac the Sovereignty of 
Delphos belong'd anciently to the P hoc enfes, rouzes 
them againft chis Decree, prevails wich them Co 
take up Arms, and is appointed their General. Im- 
mediately he goes co Sparta, to engage the Lace- 
demonians in his Tnterelt , they being very much 
difgufted, ac the Sentence, which the Amphitly ones 
had pronoune'd againft them, ac the Solicitation 
of the Thibans-y by which they had been fentene'd 
to pay a Fine, for having fciz'd upon the Citadel 
of Theb.s by Fraud and Violence. Archidamus, 
one of the Kings of Sparta, gave Philomclus a 
handfome Reception. This Monarch, however, 
did not yet dare to declare openly in Favour of che 
Phocenfes, buc promifed co affile him with Money, 
and furnifh him with Troops privately, which he 
accordingly did. 

Philomclus, ac his Recur n home, raifed a Body 
of Forces, and began, by attacking the Temple 
of Delphos, of which he pofleflcd himfelf without 
any greac Difficulty, the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
try making but a feeble Refiftance. The Locrians, 
a People neighbouring to Delphos, took up Arms 
againft him, buc were defeated in feveral Ren- 
counters: Philomclus, encouraged by thefe Succef- 
fes, ac fjrft, incrcafed his Troops daily, and put 
himfelf in a Condition to carry on his Enter prize 
with Vigour. Accordingly, he rufn'd into the 
Temple, tore from the Pillars, the Decree of the 
AmpbitJyones, againft the Phocenfes ; and publifh'd 
all over the Country, that he did not intend 
to touch the Riches of the Temple ; onlydefign- 
ing to reftore the Phocenfes to their ancient Rights 
and Privileges. To fupporc himfelf in this bold 
Undertaking, it was neceflary for him to receive 
a Sanction from the God, who prefided at Delphos-, 
and to receive fuch an Anfwer from the Oracle, as 
might be favourable to him. The Prieftefs, at firft, 
refufed to aft on this Occafion ; but, being cerri- 
fy'd by his Menaces, Hie anfwer'd, that the God 
permitted him to do whatever he fliould think 
proper; a Circurnliance, he took Care to publiih 
to all the neighbouring Nations. 

The AfFair was now become of great Impor- 
tance: The Ampbiclyoncs meeting a Tecond Time, 
a Refolution was form'd to declare War againli 
the Phocenfes ; and molt of the Grecian Nation.-, 
cngag'd in this Quarrel, and fided with the one, 
or the other Party. The Ha$i ians> Locrians, 7'hef- 



faliansy and feveral other neighbouring People, 
declar'd in Favour of the God; whilft SpattJ, 
Mhcjis, and fome other Cities of Peloponmftt^ 
join'd with the Phocenfes. Philomclus had nor yet 
couch'd the Treafurea of che Temple ; but, \rA\\\{ 
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ifcer wards not fo fcrupulons, he f:\ld he believ'd, 
that the Riches of the God could not be better 
ernploy'd, than in Defence of the Deity ; for, he 
gave this fpecious Name to this facriJegious At- 
tempt ; and being enabled, by this frefh Supply, 
to double the Pay of the Soldiers, he got together 
a very confiderable Body of Troops- 
Several Battles were fought, and the Succefs, 
for fome Time, feem'd doubtful on both Sides. 
Mankind are fenfible, how greatly religious Wars 
are to be dreaded; and the prodigious Lengths, 
which a falfeZeal, when veil'd with that venerable 
Name, is apt to run. The ihebans having, in a 
Rencounter, taken feveral Prifbners, condemn'd 
them all to die, as facrilegious Wretches, who 
were excommunicated ; and the Phocenfes did the 
fame, by Way of Reprizal. The latter had, at 
{irk, gain'd feveral -Advantages but, having been 
defeated in a great Battle, 'Philomelas, their Lea- 
der, being clofely at tack 'd upon an Eminence, 
which had no Outlet, defended himfelf, for a long 
Time, with invincible Bravery; which, however, 
not availing, he threw himfelf headlong from a 
Rock, in order to avoid the Torments, he muft, 
unavoidably, have undergone, had he fallen into 
the Hands of his Enemies. Qnomarchtts was his 
Succeflfor, and took on him the Command of the 
Forces. 

This new General had foon levy'd a frefh Ar- 
my ; the advantageous Pay he offer'd procuring 
him Soldiers from all Sides : He alfo, by Dint oT 
Money, gain'd over feveral Chiefs from the other 
Party, and prevail'd with them, either to retire, 
or do little, or nothing, by which he gain'd great 
Advantages. 

T hi lip thought ic mo ft confident with his Inte- 
reft to remain neuter, in this general Rife of the 
Greeks, in Favour, either of the ^Phocenfes, or the 
The bans. It was very artful Policy in this ambi- 
tious Prince (who had little Regard for Religion, 
or the Intereft of j4pollo ; but was ever watchful 
over his own) not to enter into a War, by which 
he could not reap the leaft Benefit ; and to take 
Advantage of a Juncture, in which all Greece, be- 
ing diftra&ed with a mighty War, gave him an 
Opportunity to extend his Frontiers, and pufli on 
his Conquefts, without being under any Apprehcn- 
fions of an Oppofition. It alio was a great Pleafure 
to him, to ice both Parties weaken, and deftroy 
each other, fince he would, thereby, be enabled 
to fall upon them with greater Advantage. 

Being de/irous of fubjecting Thrace, and fecuring 
the Conqucfts he had already made in it, he dc- 
termin'd to poffefs himfelf of Methone, a fmall 
City, incapable of fupporting itfelf by its own 
Strength ; but, which g3ve him great Uneafinefs, 
and obftructed his Defigns, whenever it was in the 
Hands of his Enemies : Accordingly, he befiegfd 
that City, made himfelf Matter of, and raz'd it : 
it was before this City, that he loft an Eye, by a 
very fingular Accident : Jt/ter of ^imphipolis, had 
oftcr'd his Service to Philip, as being fo excellent 
a Markfman, that he could bring down Birds in 
their moft rapid Flight; but, that Prince made 
him tin's Anfwcr; JVelU I'll take you into my JVr- 
vicc t ivben 1 make IV ur upon Sterlings ; which 
Hung the Crofa-Bowman to the Quick : A Repar- 
tee proves often of fatal Confequence to him who 
makes it; and it is not a fmall Merit to be able 
to bridle one's Tongue. AJht , after having thrown 
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himfelf into the City, let fly an Arrow, on which 
was written, To Philips Right Eye-, and gave him 
a moft cruel Proof, that he was a good jVlarkfman, 
by wounding him dire&ly in thatPart: Whereupon 
Philip feut him back the lame Arrow, with this Jn- 
fcription, ^Philip takes the City, he will hang up 
After $ and accordingly, he was as ^ood as his Word. 

' A skilful Surgeon drew the Arrow out of Phi- 
Hp's Eye with fo much Art and Dexterity, that 
not the leaft Scar remain'd - 7 and though he could 
not fave his Eye, he took away the Blemifti : But, 
nevcrthelefs, this Monarch was fo weak, as to be 
angry, whenever any Perfon happen'd to let flip 
the word Cyclops ; or, even the Word Eye, in his 
Prefence. Men, however, feldom blufh for an 
honourable Imperfection. A LaccdamonianWoman 
thought in a more manly Way, when, to com- 
fort her Son, for an honourableW ound he had re- 
ceived, which had lam'd him, fhe us'd to fay, Go, 
my Son ; every Step thou now takeji, will recall thy 
Bravery to thy Remembrance. 

After the Taking of Methone, Thilip, ever ftu- 
dious how he might beft weaken his Enemies, by 
frefh Conquefts ; or gain new Friends, by doing 
them fome important Service, march'd ir.to TheJ- 
faly y which had implor'd his Afiiitance againft the 
Tyrants. The Liberty of that Country feem'd now 
fecure, fince Alexander Pheraus was no more- Ne- 
verthelefs, his Brothers, who, in Concert with his 
Wife rhebe> had murther'd him ; grown weary of 
having, for fome Time, acted infidioufly the Part 
of Deliverers, reviv'd his Tyranny, and opprefs'd 
the Thejfalians with a new Yoke. Lycophron, the 
eldeft of the three Brothers, who fucceeded Alex- 
ander, had ftrengchned himfelf, by the P.oteftion 
which the Phocenfes indulg'd him. Onomarchusj 
their Leader, brought him a numerous Body of 
Forces; and, at firit, gain'd a confiderable Ad- 
vantage over Philip ; but, engaging him a fecond 
Time, he was intirely defeated ; his Army routed j 
and the Flying Troops purfu'd to the Sea-lhore. 
Upwards of fix Thoufand Men were kilPd on the 
Spot; among whom was 0nomarchus 9 whofe Body 
was hung upon a Gallows ; and three Thoufand, 
who were taken Prifoners, were thrown into the 
Sea by Philip's Order, as being fo many facri- 
legious Wretches, who were profefTed Enemies 
to Religion ; whereupon, Lycophron deliver'd up 
the City of c Phera 9 and reftor'd TheJJaly to its Li- 
berty, by his abandoning it. By the happy Succefs 
of tnis Expedition, Philip won forever the Hearts 
of the Thejfalians ; whofe excellent Cavalry join'd 
to the frfaccdonian Phalanx, had, afterwards, fo 
great a Share in his Victories, and thofe of his Son. 

P hay lie, who fucceeded his Brother Onomarchtts, 
finding the fame Advantages he had done, from 
the immenfc Riches he found in thcTcmple, rais'u 
a numerous Army ; and, fupported by theTroop9 
of the Laccdamonians, Athenians, and other Allies, 
whom he paid very largely, he march'd into Bee- 
otia, and invaded the Thebans. For a long Time, 
Viclory fhiftcd Sides ; but, at la ft, P hay lie, being 
attacked with a fudden, and violent Di item per » 
after fuffcring the nr. ill cruel Torments, ended his 
Life, in a Manner worthy his Impieties, and fa- 
crilegious Anions. 'Phalecus, then ^ very young, 
the Son of Onomarchtts, was plac'd in his Room ; 
and Mnafeas, a Man of great Experience, and 
Arongly attached to his Family, was appointed his 
Counfellor. 

S T The 



The BISTORT 




The new Leader, treading in the Steps of his 
Predecelfors, plunderM the Temple, as they had 
done, and inrich'd all his Friends : At lait, the 
Phocenfes open'd their Eyes, and appointed Com- 
mifTtoners, to call all thofe to Account, who had 
anv Concern in the publick Monies. Upon this, 
Phalccus was deposM 5 and, after an exact Enquiry, 
it was found, that, iince the Beginning of thevVar, 
upwards of tenThoufand Talents, that is, upwards 
of ten Millions of Crowns, had been taken out of 

the Temple. 

After having freed the Thejf.ilians, Philip re- 
folv'd to carry his Arms againlt 1? hoc is : This was 
the fir ft Attempt he made to fet his Foot in Greece 
and have a Share in the general Affairs of the 
Greeks, from which the Kings of Macedon had al- 
ways been excluded, as Foreigners. With this View, 
on Pretence of marching into T hoc is, in order to 
punifh the facrilegious 'Phocenfes \ he advane'd to- 
wards the Thermopyla, to poflefs himfelf of a Pafs, 
which gave him a Iree PafTage into Greece, and 
efpecially into Attica : But, the Athenia?is, hear- 
ing of a March, which might prove of the moft 
fatal Confequence to them, hafted to the Thermo- 
pylae, and poffefs'd themfelves very feafonably of 
this important Pafs; from which 'Philip did not 
then dare attempt to force them; fo that he was 
oblig'd to return back into Macedo7i. 

As we fhall foon fee Philip engag'd againft the 
Athenians \ and, as they, by the ftrong Exhorta- 
tions, and prudent Counfels of Dcmojlhenes, will 
become his greateft Enemies, and the moft power- 
ful Obftacle to his ambitious Defigns j it may not 
be improper, before we enter into that Part of the 
Hiftory, to give a Ihort 'Account of the State of 
Athcns % and of the Difpofition of the Citizens at 
that Time. 

We muft not form a Judgment of the Character 
of the Athenians, in the Age we are now fpeaking 
of, from that of their Anceftors in the Time of the 
Battles of Marathon and Salami s j they havin 
very much degenerated from the Virtue of thole 
illuftrious Perfons. They were no longer che fame 
Men, the fame Maxims, nor the fame Manners : 
They no longer difcover'd the fame Zeal for the 
publick Good ; the fame Application to Bufinefs 5 
the fame Courage to fupport Fatigues both by Sea 
and Land ; the fame Care of the Revenues ; the 
fame Willi ngnefs to bear falutary Advice; the 
fame Difccrnment in the Choice of Generals of the 
Armies, and Magiftrates, to whom they intrufted 
the Adminiftrarion of the State. To thefe happy, 
and glorious Di fpofiti on s, fuccceded a Fondnefs 
for Repofe, and an Indolence towards publick Af- 
fairs i an Averfion for military Fatigues, which 
they now left intirely to the mercenary Troops 5 
and a fquandering of the publick Treafurc in 
Games, and Shews i a Love for the Flattery, which 
their Orators lavifh'd upon them ; and whilft all 
JPofts, and Employments, were conferral, not ac- 
cording to Merit, but Faction and Party, all In- 
dications, and the ufua-1 Forerunners of the Ruin 
of a State : Such was the Situation of Athens, at 
the Time the King of Maccdon hrtt turn'd his 
Arms againft Greece. 

Wc have feen, that Philip, after various Con- 
quefts, had attempted to advance as far as Phocis, 
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him at the Pafs of the t J'/'::rmjpy/,y. e D, 

taking Advantage of fo favourable a Dijpolition o!' 
Things, mounted the Rojlrn, in order to let be- 
fore them a lively Image, of the impending Dan < 
ger, to which they were expos'J, by the bound 
lefs Ambition of Philip; and to convince them 
of the abl'olute Necellity they were under from 
hence, to apply the moft fpeedy Remedies. With 
this View, us the Succefs of his Arms, and the 
Rapidity of his Progrefs, had fprcad throughout 
Athens, a Kind of Terror bordering very near on 
Defpairj the Orator, by a wonderful Artifice, flrft 
endeavours to raife their drooping Spirits, and 
afcribes their Calamities entirely to their Effemi- 
nacy and Indolence : Reprefenting to them, thar, 
if they had already acquitted themfelves of their 
Duty; and that, in Spite of their Activity * and 
utmoft Efforts, Philip had prevail'd over thcr. ; 
they then, indeed, would not have the lea/1 :-*<• 
fuge, or Hope left; but, that the Gmr^L.-.r . *' 
Philip was wholly owing to the Supinenefs 01 • 
Ath 

m 

i and* that this Supinenefs made him 
bold and daring; and {wdVd him with, fuch a 
Spirit of Haughtinefs i as even infulted the Athc- 
nia?is. 

€€ See (fays Dcmojlhencs to them, fpeaking of 
Philip) To what a Height the Arrogance of*hac 
Man rifes, who will not fuffer you to chufeWar 
or Peace, as you may think proper 9 but who 
employs Menaces, and, as Fame fays, fpeaks in 
the molt infolent Terms ; and, not fatisfy'd 
with his flrft Conquells, but, incapable of fa- 
tiating himfelf, engages every Day in a new 
Enterprizc. Poflibly, you wait for fomc Oc- 

cafion, in which Neceflity may rotize you to 
Action ; but, can any one more ftrongly affect 
Men, who are born free, than Shame and In- 
famy ? Will you, then, for ever, walk to and 
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but in vain; becaufe, that the Athenians, jultJy 
alarm M at the impending Danger, had ftopp'd no 



fro in the publick Square, with this Queftion 
in your Mouths, IVhatNews is there? Can any 
News be more new, than that a Macedonian has 
vanquiuVd the Athenians, and made himfelf 
the lupream Arbiter of Greece? Philip is dead; 
fays one ; He is only fick> replies anothen." (His 
being wounded at Metbonc, had occafion'd thefe 
Reports.) " But, whether he be fick, or dead> is 
nothing to the Purpofe, O Athws ! For, the 
Moment after Heaven has deliver'd you from* 
him (mould you ftill behave as you now do) 
you would raife up another Philip aga*init your 
lelves ; fince the Man in Queftion owes his 
Grandeur infinitely more to your Indolence^ 
than his own Strength/' 

But Dcmojlhencs, not fatisfy'd with bare Rcmdrt- 
ftrances, or with giving his Opinion in general 
Terms, propos'd a Plan, the Execution of which* 
he belicv'd, would check the Attempts of Philip. 
In the rirlfc Place, he adviVd the Athenians td fit 
out a Fleet of fifty Gallies, and refolvc firmly td 
man them themfelves. He requir'd them alio td 
reinforce thefe with ten Gallies lightly arm'd ; 
which might ferve as a Convoy to the Fleet and 
Transports : Then, with Regard to the Land- 
Forces ; whereas, in his Time, the General, being 
elected by the molt powerful Faction, raiVd fuch 
an Army, as contittcd of a tumultuous Multitude 
of Foreigners, and mercenary Troops, who did 
little Service : VJemo/lhenes required them to levy 

than two Thoul'and choice Soldiery five 

Hun- 
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Hundred of which to be Athenians* and the Reft 
rnis'd from among the Allies ; with two Hundred 
Horfc, fifty of which to be alfo Athenians. 

TheExpence of this little Army, in Provifions, 
and other Matters independent from their Pay, 
was to amount to a little more (per Month) than 
ninety Talent (ninety Thoufand Crowns) viz. 
forty Talents i^r ten Convoy- Gal lies, at the Race 
of twenty Mitia for each Galley ; forty Talents for 
the two I houfand Infantry, and ten Drachms each 
Foot- Soldier : Laftly, twelve Talents for the two 
Hundred Horfe, at thirty Drachms each Horfe- 
man. Our Rcaibn for defcribing this fo particu- 
larly, is, to give the Reader an Idea of the Ex- 
pences of keeping up an Army in that Age. JDe- 
mojlhencs adds; That, if any one imagines, that 
the getting ready Provifions, will not be a confi- 
d era ble Step, he is very much miHaken for, he 
is perfuaded, that, provided the Forces don't want 
Provifions, the War will furnifh the Soldiers with 
every Thing betides; and, than this will enable 
them likewife to get their whole Pay, without do- 
ing the leaft Injury either to the Greeks, or to the 
Allies. 

But, as the Athenians might be furpriz'd at his 
requiring fo fmall a Body of Forces, he gives this 
Reafon for it, viz. that, at prcfent, the Circum- 
ftances of the Commonwealth did not permit the 
Athe?iians to oppofe a Force, fufBcient to meet 
Philip in the Field ; and, that it would be their 
Bufinefs to make Excurfions only- Thus, his De- 
fign was, that this little Army ihould be perpetu- 
ally hovering about the Frontiers of Mace don s to 
curb the Enemy ; and to obferve, harrafs, and 
keep clofe to them ; in order to prevent them 
from concerting their Enterprises at Pleafure, 
and from executing what they might think fit to 
attempt! 

What the Succcfs of this Harangue was, is not 
known : It is very probable, that, as the Athenians 
were not attack'd personally, they, according to 
their natural Supinencfs, were very much uncon- 
cern 'd at the Progrefs of Philip's Arms. At this 
Time, the Divifions in Greece were very favour- 
able to that Monarch : Athens , and Laced anion, on 
one Side, employed themfelves wholly in reducing 
the Strength ot Thebes, their Rival ; whilft, on 
the other bide, the Thejfaliaii s, to free themfelves 
from their Tyrants the Thebavs, to maintain the 
Superiority, which they had gained by the Battles 
of LeucJra, and Mantinea, devoted themfelves in 
the moft abfolute Manner to Philip ; and afliftcd 

him, undefigncdly, in making Chains for them- 
1 elves. 



Philip, being an able Politician, made a proper 
Ufe of all thele Diftcntions ; To fecure his Fron- 
tiers, lie had nothing more at Heart, than* to make 
Excurfions towards Thrace ; and this he could 



gave up Potid<za> an important Fortrefs, which 
he had taken, in Concert with them, from the A- 
thenians : But, when he found himfelf able to ex- 
ecute his Dcfigns, he took proper Meafures, in or- 
der to beficge Qlynthtts. Hereupon, the Inhabitants 
of that City, who heard the Noife of the Thunder 
from far, had Recourfe to the Athenians, of whom 
c hcy requefted fpeedy Succour. The Affair was 
debated in an Aflembly of the People and, as 
it was of the utmoft Importance, a great many 
Orators met before the Rojira : Each of them 
mounted it in his Turn, which was regulated by 
their Age. Demojlhencs, who was then but Thirty- 
four, djd not fpeak, till after the ancient Orators 
had difcufred the Matter a long Time. 

In this Difcourfe, the Orator, the better to fuc- 
ceed in his Defign, terrifies the Athenians one 
Minute, and encourages them the next : For this 
Purpofe, he rep refe nts Philip in two very different 
Lights: On one Side, he is a Man, whofe Am- 
bition is fo unbounded, that the Empire of the 
World would not fatiate it ; a proud Wretch, 
who looks upon all Men, and even his Allies, as 
fo many Subjects or Slaves ; and who, for that 
Reafon, is equally exafperatcd ac too flow a Sub- 
mi flion, as ac an equal Infurrection j a vigilant 
Politician, who, always watchful to take Ad- 
vantage of the Oversights and Errors of others, 
fnatches at every favourable Opportunity; an in- 
defatigable Warrior, whom his Activity multi- 
plies, as it were , and who fubmits perpetually to 
the moft fevere Toils, without allowing himfelf a 
Moment's Rcpofe, or having the leaflfRegard to 
to the Difference of the Seafons ; an intrepid Hero, 
who ruflies through Obftacles, and plunges into 
the Midft of Dangers ; a Corrupter, who trafficks, 
buys, and employs Gold no lefs than Iron ,- a 
happy Prince, on whom Fortune is lavifli of her 
Favours, and for whom file feems to have forgot- 
ten her natural Inconftancy : But, on the other 
Side, this very Philip is an imprudent Man ; who 
meafures his vaft Projects, not by his Strength, but 
merely by his Ambition ; a raih Man, who, by 
his Attempts, digs himfelf a Grave to inter his 
own Grandeur j and opens Precipices before him, 
down which he need only be thrown j a perfidious 
Wretch, whofe Power is raifed on the moft ruin- 
ous of all Foundations, Inlincerity, and Villany ; 
an Ufurpcr, univerfally hated Abroad ; who, by 
trampling under Foot, all Laws human and di- 
vine, has made all Nations his Enemies ; a Ty- 
rant, detefted, even in the Heart of his Domini- 
ons, in which, either, by his infamous Behaviour, 
or his other Vices, he has tired out the Patience of 



his Captains, of his Soldiers, and all his Subjects 
in general. To conclude, a perjur'd, and impious 
Wretch, who is equally abhorr'd by Heaven, and 
by Earth ; and whom the Gods are now going to 
fearce attempt, without injuring the Athenians, (hike, by any Hand, that will adminifter to their 
who, finer the Defeat ot Xaxes, had many Co- Wrath, and fecond their Venge: 



Ionics in that Country, betides leveral States, who 
were either their Allies, or Tributaries. 

Ohnthus, a City of Thrace, in the Peninfula of 
Pattern* $ was one of thefe Colonies : The Olynthians 
had been engaged in great Difpwtes with *lmynta* % 
leather of Philip, and had even very much op poled 
the huter, on his Acveflinn to the Crown : How- 
ever, not being yet well fettled in his Throne, he, 
•'»t' fir (I, defend) led, and requelred the Alliance of 
•lie Olynthiam, to whom, Ionic Time alter, he 



Our Orator, after- having thus reprcfented Phi- 
lip, one Moment, as formidable ; the next, very 
eafy to be conquer'd ; concludes, that the only 
Method (and which alone is a fure one) to over- 
throw fuch an Enemy, as this Macedonian, would 
be, to reform the new Abufcsj to revive the an- 
tfent Order and Regularity { to appeafe domcftick 
Diflen/ions; and fupprefs the Cabals, which are 
incelfantly forming j and all this in fuch a Man- 
ner, that cveryTlung may unite in one Point, viz. 

the 
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the publick Emolument; and that, at a common 
Kx pence, every Man, according to his Abilities, 
mav contribute co the Deftruchon of the common 
Enemy. 

Denudes, being brib'd by TMigs Gold, op- 
pofed very ilrcnuoufly the Advice of Dcmofthenes y 
but in vain ; for, che Athenians fent, under the 
Conduit of Chares, thirty Gallies, and two Thou- 
fand Men, to fupport the Olynthians ; who, in 
this urgent Neceitity, which fo nearly affccTed all 
che Greeks in general, could only obtain Afliftance 
from the Athenians. 

However, thefe Forces did not check the Schemes 
of Philip, nor the Progrefs of his Arms : For, he 
marches into Cha/cis, takes feveral ftrong Holds, 
razes the Fortrefs of Gira y and fp reads Terror 
throughout the whole Country. Olynthus y being 
chen in greater Danger of an Invafion, qnd me- 
nac'd with Deftruttion, fent a iecc-nd Embaffy to 
^Athens, to follicit a frefh Reinforcement : And 
Demojlhents argued very ftrongly in Favour of 
their Requeft, proving to the Athenians, that they 
were equally bound, both by Honour, and by In- 
tereft, to pay a Regard to it. This is the Subject 
of the Olynthiac, which is generally look'd upon 

as the Third. 

The Oracor, ever animated with a ftrong and 
lively Zeal, for the Safety, and Glory of his Coun- 
try, endeavours to intimidate the Athenians, by 
fetting before them the Dangers, with which they 
are threaten'd ; exhibiting to them a moft dread- 
ful Prof pect, for Times to come, in cafe they do 
not rouze from their Lethargy : For that, in cafe 
Philip feiz'd upon Olynthus, he would inevitably 
come afterwards, and fall upon Athens with his 

whole Force. 

The greateft Difficulty, was, the Method how' 
to raife Sums fufficient for defraying theExpences, 
requifite for the Afliftance of the Olynthians ; be- 
caufe the military Funds were employ'd for the 
Celebration of the publick Games. When the A- 
tbeniansy at the End of the War of SEgina, had 
concluded a thirty Years Peace with the Laceda- 
monians, they refolv'd to put into their Treafury, 
by Way of Referve, a Thoufand Talents every 
Year y at the fame Time, prohibiting any Perfon, 
on Pain of Death, once to mention the employing 
any Part of it, except for the repulfing of an E- 
nemy who fhould jnvade Attica. This was, at 
firft, obferv'd wkh that Zeal, which Men gene- 
rally have for all new Jnftitutions. Afterwards, 
Pericles, in order to make his Court to the Peo- 
ple, propofed to diftribute among them, in Times 
of Peace, the Thoufand Talents ; and to beftow 
it, by that Means, on the publick Shows, allow- 
ing for each Citizen two Oboli y upon Condition, 
however, that they might refumc this Fund in 
Time of War. The Propofal was approv'd, and 
the Rcftriclion alfo : But, as every Conccfllon 
degenerates, one Time or other, into Wantonnefs, 
the Athenians were fo highly pleafed with this 
Diftribution (call'd by Dcmadeiy a Glue, by which 
the Athenians would be caupht) that they, abso- 
lutely, would not fufFer it to be taken from them, 
upon any Account. The Abufe was carry 'd to 
Inch a Height, that Euhulus, one of rhc chief Men 
of the Faction, which oppofed Demo/lhencs, made 
ic capir.il lor any Perfon, fo much as fo propofe, 
the rclloring, Wjc rhc Service of the \V:ir, rhofc 
Fui.dfj, which Yet ides had lent to rhc Game;, and 



the publick Shows : Nay, Apollodorus was ovcii 
punilh'd, for declaring himfelf of a contrary Opi- 
nion, and infifting on it. 

This ridiculous Propofition had very ftrange 
Effects. It was impoilible to compenfate for jr, 
but by impofing Taxes, the Inequality of which 
( being entirely arbitrary ) perpetuated ftrong 
Feuds; and made the military Preparations fo very 
flow, as quite defeated the Defign of them, with- 
out any Way lelfening the Expence. As the Ar- 
tificers, and Seafaring rerfons,who compofed above 
two Thirds of the People of Athens, did not con- 
tribute any Part of their Subftance, and only gave 
their Per fans, the whole Wei gHf of the Taxes fell 
intirely upon the Wealthy. Thefe murmur'd on 
that Account, and reproach'd the others with the 
publick Monies being fqnandred in Fcftivals, Co- 
medies, and fuch like Superfluities. But the Peo- 

{>le, being fenfible of their Superiority, paid very 
ittle Regard to their Complaints ; and had no 
Manner of Inclination to part with their Diverfi- 
ons, merely to eafe a Set of People, who potfef- 
fed Employments and Dignities, from which they 
were entirely excluded. Befides, any Perfon, who 
fhould have dar'd to propofe this to the People 
ferioufly, and in Form, would have been in greac 
Danger of his Life. 

However, Dcmqfthenes prefum'd to open this 
Subject at two differentTimes ; but then he treated 
it with the utmoft Art and Circumfpettion : After 
ihewing, that the Athenians were indifpcnfibly 
obliged to raife an Army, in order to curb the 
Enterprises of Philip; he hinted, but in a diftant 
Way, that thofe Funds, which were expended in 
Theatric Reprefentations, ought to be employ'd 
in levying, and maintaining an armed Force: He 
requir'd, that Commiflioners mi^ht be nominated, 
not to enact new Laws (there being but too manv 
eftablilh'd) but in order to examine, and abolifa 
fuch, as fliould be prejudicial to the Common- 
wealth. Demojihenes did not, hereby, become 
obnoxious to capital Punifhmcnr, as enacted by 
thofc Laws ; becaufc he did not require they fliould 
be actually abolifh'd, but only, that Commiflioners 
might be nominated to infpect them : He only 
hinted, how highly neceflary it was to abolifh a 
Law, which griev'd the moft zealous Citizens, and 
redue'd them to this fad Neceffity, either to ruin 
themfelves if they gave their Opinion boldly and 
faithfully ; or deftroy their Country, if they ob- 
ferv'd a fearful, prevaricating Silence. 

Thefe Remonftrances don't feem to have had 
the Succefsthey defcrvedj fince, in the following 
Olyntbiacy (which, however, is commonly placed 
as the firft) the Orator was obliged to inveigh once 
more, againft the fquandring of che military Funck 
The Olynthians being chen warmly attack'd by 
Philip, and having received but very indifferent 
Relief till then, merely from the venal Principle 
of the Athenians ; required, by a third Embalfy, 
a Body of Troops ; which fhould not confift of 
Mercenaries, and Foreigners, as before, but of 
true Athenians; that is, of Men infpircd with a 
finccrc Ardour, for the fnterefr, both of their own 
Glory, and of the common Caufe. Hereupon, the 
Athenians, at the carncft Solicitation of Demoji- 
henes, fenc Chares a fecond Time, with a Rein- 
forcement of feventeen Gullies, withTwo thoufand 
Foot, and Three hundred Cavalry, all Citizens ol 
At hen it a*> the Olynthians had jeq netted. 
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The following Yesr, Philip poflcflcd hirnfelf of 
Olynthas : Neither the Troops, nor Kfibrts of the 
yjfthcniiViSt could defend it from its domcflic Erie 
rnies ; it being betray 'd by Euthvratesj and La/l- 
he tics, two of its molt eminent Citizens, and in 
a£tual Employment at that Time. Thus Philip 
cnter'd by the Breach which his Gold had made: 
Immediately he plunder'drhis unhappy City, threw 
one Part or the Inhabitants in Chains, and fold 
the reft for Slaves j and diltinguifli'd thofe who 
had betrayed their City, no other wife than the 
by the mqft fovereign Contempt. This King, 
like his Son Alexander, loved the Treafon, but 
abhorred the Traitor : And indeed, how can a 
Prince rely upon him who has bet ray 'd his Coun- 
try ? Every one, even the common Soldiers of the 
Macedonian Army, reproach'd Euthycrates and 
Lajihenes for their Perfidy ; who complaining to 
Philip upon that Account, he only made them 
this ironical Anfwcr, which was infinitely more 
feverc than the Reproach itfclf: Dortt mind what 
a Pack of vulgar Ft Hows fay, who call every Thing 
by its real Name. 



That Prince, however, was greatly overjoy'd at 
his being poflcflcd of this City; which was of the 
utmoft Importance to him, its Power being fuch, 
as might have very much check'd his Conquefb. 
Some VTears before, the Olynthians had long re- 
fitted the united Armies of Maccdon and JLaccda- 
monia ; whereas Philip had met with very little 
Refinance, or, at leaft, had not loft many Men in 
the Siege. To celebrate, therefore, his Succefs, 
he gave publick Shews j and caufed publick Games 
to be exhibited, with the utmoft Magnificence; 
the whole being heightcn'd with Feafts, in which 
he made himfelf very popular \ beftowing on all 
the Guefts confiderable Gifts, and indulging them 
with the utmoft Marks of his Friendfhip. 

The Thebans, being unable alone, to put an 
End to the War, which they had fo long carried 
on againft the Phocaifes, addrefled Philip : Till 
then, as we before obferved, he had kept a kind 
of Neutrality, with Refpecl: to the facrcd War ; 
and he feem'd to wait for an Opportunity of 
throwing off the Mask ; that is, till both Parties 
ihould have weakened thcmfelves by long Hofti- 
licicsj which drain'd and confunVd them equally. 
By this Time, the Thebans had very much abated 
of that Haugntincfs, and thofe ambitious Pretences, 
with which the Victories of Epaminondas had in- 
fpircd them ; The Inftant therefore, that they re- 
quired the Alliance of 'Philip, he rcfolved to e- 
Jpoufe the Intcrelfc of this Republick, in Oppoli- 
tion to the Phocaifes: He had not loft Sight or the 
Project he had rbrm'd, to procure himfelf an En- 
trance into Gteecc, in order to make himfelf Ma- 
tter of ir. To facilitate his Defign, it was proper 
for him to declare in Favour of one of the two 
Parti 



es 



chi;, Engagement ; befides pretending to be iurjzcd 
thereto by his Gratitude to 1 hi oes , in which he 
had been educated, he alio feigned to be zealous 
for the Honour of the: infuhed Deity, and defirous 
to pafs for a religious Prince, who very warmly 
efpoufed the Caule of the <J;jd, and 'i em pie of 
Yjc/phos, in order to gain, by this Means', th'j 
Eficcm and Fricndfliip of the Greeks. Politicians 
make a Handle of every Things and endeavour 
to skreen the mod unjuft Attempts with the Veil 
of Probity, and fomctimes even of Religion ; 
though they very frequently have no Manner of 
Regard for either. 

There was nothing Philip had more at Heart, 
than to poffefs himfelf of the Thermop.la, as this 
open'd him a Paflage into Greece j to appropriate 
all the Honour of the facred War ; to feem as 
though he had been fupreme in that Affair 5 and 
to prefide in the Pythian Games. He was defirous 
of going to the Afliftance of the Thebans, and by 
their Means to potfefs himfelf of P hoc is j but then, 
in order to put this double Defign in Execution, 
it wasneceftary for him to keep it fecret from the 
Athenians* who had actually declared War againir. 
Thebes, and who for many Years, had been allied 
to the Phocenfcs. His Bufinefs therefore was to 
impofc upon them, by drawing off their Atten- 
tion to another Object 5 and on this Occafion, the 
Politicks of Philip fucceeded to a Wonder. 

The Athenians, who began to grow tired of a 
War which was very burthenfome, and of little 
Benefit to them, had commin r ion , d CtcJipho?i and 
Phrynon, to found the Intentions of Philip, and to 
fee how he might ftand inclin'd with Refpecl to 
Peace. Thefe reported that Philip did not appear 
averfe to it, and that he even feem'd to have a 
great Affection for the Common-wealth. Upon 
this, the Athenians refolv'd to fend a folemn Em- 
bafly, in order to enquire more ftrictly into the 
Truth of Things, and to procure the lair Explica- 
tion, which a Negociation of fo much Importance 
might naturally require. JEfchi?ies *and Dcmqtl- 
henes were among the tenEmbaffadors, who broughc 
back three from Philip, vte. Jntipater, Par math 
and Eurylochus. All the Ten executed their Com- 
mifllon, for that Time, very faithfully, and gave 
a very good Account of it: Upon this, they were 
immediately fent back, with full Powers to con- 
clude a Peace, and to ltrengthcn it by Oaths. 
'Twas then that Dcmcfthencs, who in his firit Em- 
bafly had met fomc Athenian Captives in Mace- 
donia, and had promifed to return and ranfom 
them at his own Ex pence, endeavours to enable 
himfelf to keep his Word ; and in the mean Time 
advifes his collegues, to embark with the utmoft 
Expedition, as the Republick had commanded ; 
and to wait as foon as pofiiblc upon Philip, where- 
foevcr he might be. However, thefe, inltead of 
making a fpeedy Difpatch, as they were defir'd, 
go an Embaflador's Pace ; proceed to Maccdon by 
Land ; ftay three Months in that Country, and 
gave 'Philip Time to poflefs himfelf of .fevcral o- 
thcr itrong Holds, belonging to the Athenians, in 
Thrace. At lull, meeting with the King of Ma- 



which at that Time divided all Greece \ 
that is, either for thcThebaus, or the Athenians and 
Spartans. He was not fo weak, as to imagine that 
the latter Party would a fit ft his Defign of turning 

his Arms ngninfr. Greece. lie therefore had no _ 

more to do, but to join in the Party of the Thebans, cedon, they agree with him upon Articles of Peace; 
who offer'd thcmfelves voluntarily to him, and and this Monarch, having lull'd them ailccp with 
who flood in need 

hipport thcmfelves in their declining Condition. 
Accordingly, he declared at once in their Favour: 
Bur, being defirnus of giving a fpeciouc Colour to 
Numb. XXVIII. 



elves voluntarily to him, and and this Monarch, having luUM them ailccp with 
of Philips Power, in order' to the fpecious Pretence of a Treaty, defcrr'd the 
s in their declining Condition. Ratification of it from Day to Day. 'Philip had 

found Means to corrupt all the Embalfadors, one 
a tier another, by Prelents ; DcnujHhties excepted, 

C U who 
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who being but one, oppofed his Collegucs to no 
Manner of Pur pole. 

In the mean Time, 'Philip was marching for- 
ward his Troops : and being arrived ac 'Phcrtc in 

27 / " - " • • 

but 

News was brought to Athens, that 'Phi Hp had fignM 
the Treaty, it occafion'd very great Joy in that 
City; efpecially in thofe Perfons who were averfe 
to War, and dreaded the Confequenccs of it. A- 
mong thefe was liberates : He was a Citizen very 
zealous for the Common wealth, whole Profpericy 
he had very much at Heart. The Weaknefs of his 
Voice, together with a Fearful nefs which was na- 
tural to him, had prevented his appearing in Pub- 
lick, and from afcending, as the others did, the 
J&n'ira. He had open'd a School in Athens, in 
which he read rhetorical Lectures, and taught 
Youth Eloquence, with great Reputation Succefs. 
However, he had not entirely thrown off" the Care 
of publick Affairs; and as others ferved their Coun- 
try, vivavocc 9 in the publick ArTemblies, Ifoc rates 
contributed to it by his Writings, in which he de- 
livered his Thoughts; and tbele being foon made 
publick, were very eagerly fought after. 

On this Occaf ion, he wrote a pretty long Piece, 
which he addre:fed to 'Philip, with whom he held 
a Corrcfpondcnce, hut in fuch Terms, as were 
worthy a good and faithful Citizen. He was then 
very lar advanced in Years, being at leaft fourfcore 
and eight. The Scope of his Difcourfe was, to 
exhort Philip, to take Advantage of the Peace he 
had julfc before concluded, in order to reconcile all 
the Greek Nations, and afterwards to curn his Arms 
agair.it the King of Pcrjia. The Bufinefs was Co 
engage in this Plan, four Cities, on which all the 
Reft depended, viz. Athens, Sparta, Thebes, and 
Arpos. He con fe lies, that had Sparta, ox Athens, 
been as triumphant States as formerly, he fhould 
be far from making fuch a Propofal, which he 
was fenfible they would never have approv'd ; 
and that the Haughtinefs of thefe two Common- 
wealths, brought up in, and enlarg'd by good 
buccels, would have rejected with Dif&Mn. But 
that, as the molt powerful Cities of Greece, then 
wearied out and exhauftcd by long Wars, and 
humbled fevc rally in their Turns, by fatal Re- 
vcrfes of Fortune, had equally an Intercft in lay- 
ing down their Arms, and living in Peace, pur- 
fuant to the Example which the Athenians had 
begun to fee them ; ic was then the moft favourable 
Opportunity Philip could poflibly meet with, to 
reconcile and unite the feveral Cities of Greece* 

He added, that in Cafe 'Philip fhould be fo 
happy as to fucceed in fuch a Project ; fo glorious, 
and beneficial a Succefs, would raife him above 
whatever had appear'd moft auguft in Gteece. But 
this Defign in i tie If, though it fhould not have fo 
happy an Effect as he might cxpefk from it, would 
yet infallibly gain him theEftcem, the Affeflion, 
and Confidence of all the Nations of Greece ; Ad- 
vantages that are infinitely preferable to the tak- 
ing ot Cities, and to all the Conqucfrs he might 
hope to obtain. 

/foe rates allow'd indeed, that fome Perfons, who 
were prejudiced againft Philip, reprcfented and 
exelaim'd again ft him, as a crafty Prince, who co- 
loured over hr. Dcfigris with a fpecious Pretext, hut 
ac the lame Time, had, in Reality, no other Ob- 
je:r in View, but \ he outlaying of Greece. But in 



this Piece, either from a too great Credulity, o 
rrom a Defire of gaining over 'Philip, he fuppofes* 
that Rumours fo injurious as thefe, have no Man • 
ner of Foundation j it not being probable, that a 
Prince, who glories in being defcended from Her- 
cules, the Deliverer of Greece, mould think of in- 
vading and poffeifing himfelf of it. He then adds, 
that thefe very Reports, which are fo capable of 
blackning his Name, and of fullying all his Glory, 
ihould prompt him to demonftrace the Falficy ot 
them, in the Prefence- of all Greece, by the moft 
unfufpicious Proofs, by leaving, and maintaining 
each City, in the full Pofleilion of its Laws and 
Liberties; by removing, with the ucmoft Care, 
all Sufpicions of Partiality ; by not efpoufing the 
Intereit of one Nation againft another ; by gain- 
ing the Confidence of all Men, by a noble Dif- 
intereitednefs, and an invariable Love of Juftice ; 
in more, by afpiring at no other Title, than that 
of the Reconciler of the feveral Divifions of 
Greece, a Title vaftly more glorious than that of 
Conqueror. 

? Tis in the King of Perjia's Dominions, (conti- 
nues Ifocrates) that he ought to merit thofe laft 
Titles. The Conqueft ot it is open and fure to 
him, in Cafe he could fucceed in pacifying the 
Troubles of Greece. He fhould call co Mind, chat 
-Agefilaus, with no other Forces than that of 
Sparta, fliook the Per/tan Throne; and would in- 
fallibly have deftroy'd it, had he not been recali'd 
into Greece, by the'inceftine Divifions which then 
broke out in it. The fignal Viftory of the Ten 
Thoufand, under Clearchus, and their triumphant 
Retreat in the Sight of a numberlefs Multitude of 
Troops, prove what might be expected from the 
joint Forces of the Macedonians and Greeks, and 
commanded by Philip, againft a Prince, inferior 
in every Refpeft to him, whom Cyrus had at- 
tack'd. 

He concludes with declaring, that one would . 
believe the Gods had hitherto granted Philip fuch 
a Series of Succefs, with no other View, but that 
he might be enabled to form and execute the glo- 
rious Enterprize, the Plan of which he had laid 
before him. He reduces the Council he gave, to 
three Heads: That this Prince fhould govern his 
own Empire with Wifdom and Juftice ; ihould 
heal the Divifions between the neighbouring Na- 
tions and all Greece, without defiring to poffels 
any Part of it himfelf ; and this being done, that 
he fhould turn his victorious Arms towards a Coun- 
try, which from all Ages had been an Enemy to 
the Greeks^ and had often vow'd their Deftruction. 
ft muft be con fe fled, chat this is a moft noble Plan, 
and highly worthy a great Prince. But Ifocrates 
had a very falfe Idea of 'Philip, if he thought this 
Monarch would ever put it in Execution : He was 
not Matter of chat Equity, Moderation or Difin- 
tcreftednefs, which fuch an Attempt required. He 
really intended co pais over into Perfea, and was 
perfuaded, that 'twas his Bufincfs to fecure him- 
lelt firlt of Greece* which indeed he was deter- 
mine to do, not by AdVs of Bounty, but by Force- 
He did not endeavour either to gain over, or per- 
fuade Nations, but to fubjeft and reduce them. An 
he himfelf had no Manner of Regard for Alli- 
ances and Treaties, he judged of others hyhim- 
and would fallen them with much ftrongcr 
► than t hofe of Friendfliip, Gratitude and Sin- 



felf. 
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"PHILIP, King 

As Demojlhcncs, however, was better acquaint- 
ed wkh the State of Atfkirs than Ifocrates y fo be 
form'd a truer Judgment of 'Philip* Defigns : Upon 
hit Return from his Embaffy, he declares expreflv, 
that be does not approve, either of the Difcourfe, 
or the Conduct ol'the Macedonian King, but that 
the moil- fatal Things might be ex peeled from 
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him- On the contrary, Aifchines> who had been 
brib'd, aifurcs the /it he mans, that he difcover'd the 
greatcir Candour and Sincerity, in the feveral Pro- 
ceedings of chat Monarch : He had engaged to re- 
people ibefpia and 'Plata*, in Spighc of the Oppo- 
sition of the Thebans ; char, in cafe he fhould pro- 
ceed fo far, as to fu eject the P hoc e fifes, he would 
preferve them, and not do them the Jeaft Injury; 
to reitore Thebes to the good Order, which had 
before been obferv'd in it 5 to give up Or opus ab- 
folurely to the Athenians ; and put them in Poflef- 
fion of Eubcea, inftead of Amphipolis. It was to 
no Purpofe, that Demoflbenes re mo nitrated to his 
Fellow-Citizens, that T hi lip> notwithftanding all 
thefe glorious Promifes, endeavour'd to po fiefs 
himfelf, in an abfolute Manner, of Phocis y and 
that, by abandoning it to him, they would betray 
the Commonwealth, and give up all Greece into 
his Hands: He was not regarded, and the Oration 
oiMfchincs, who engag'd, that Philip would make- 
good his feveral Promife*, prcvail'd over that of 
"Demoflbenes* . . . 

Thefe Deliberations gave that Prince an Oppor- 
tunity to poffefs himfelf of the Tbermophyla, and 
to enter Phocis. Till then there had been no Pof- 
fibUfcy of reducing the Phocenfes ; but Philip needed 
bun appear, for the bare Sound of his Name fill'd 
them with Terror. Upon the Suppofition that he 
was marching againft a Herd ..of facrilegious 
Wretches, not againft common Enemies, he or- 
dered all his Soldiers to wear Crowns of Laurel 5 
and led them to Battle, as being, under the. Con- 
duct of the God himfelf, whofe Honour they re- 
venged. The Inftant they appear'd, the Phocenfes 
imagi n'd themfel ves overcome : Accordingly they 
fued for Peace, and yielded to 'Philips Mercy, who 
gave Phalecus their Leader Leave to retire into 
P eloponnefus , with the eight thoufand Men in his 
Service. In this Manner Philip, with very little 
Trouble, gained all the Honour of a long and 
bloody War, which had exhautfed the Forces of 
both Parties. This Victory acquir'd him incre- 
dible Honour throughout all Greece, and his glo- 
rious Expedition was the Topic of all Converfa- 
rion in that Country. He was look'd on as the 
Revenger of Sacrilege, and the Protector of Re- 
ligion ; and they almoir. rank'd in the Number of 
the Gods, the Man who had defended their Ma- 
jefly with fo much Courage and Succcfs. 

This done, Philip, chat he might not feem to 
do any Thing by his own private Authority, in 
an A flair which conccrn'd all Greece, affirm bled 
the Council of -the Amphiftyones, and appointed 
them, for Form Sake, fupreme Judges of the Pains 
and Penalties ro which the Phocenfes had rendered 
themfel ves obnoxious. Under the Name of thefe 
Judges, who were entirely ac his Devotion, he 
gave Orders for del troying the Cities of Phocis, 
chat they fhould all be reduced to fmall Towns of 
fixty Houfe.'J each, and that the Towns mould be 
placed at a certain Diftance one from the other ; 
fharthofe Wretches who had committed Sacrilege 
fliould he ablMurely profcribM ; and that the Rett 



mould not enjoy their Poff-'flions, hue upon Con- 
dition of paying an annual Tribute, which fhould 
continue to be levy'd, tiii luch Time as the whole 



Sums, carry'd away from the Temple of Delphos, 
Should be repaid- Philip did not forget himfelf 
on this Occaiion : After he had fubjected the re- 
bellious Phocenfes, he x-equir'd thic People to tranf- 
fer to him the Seat in the Amphyclionic Council, 
which they now wer« declared to have forfeited : 
And the AmpbycJiones, the Inftrument of whofe 
Vengeance he had now been, were afraid of re- 
futing him, and accordingly admitted him a Mem- 
ber of their Body , a Circumstance of the higheft 
Importance to him ; as we mall fee in the ' equel, 
and of very dangerous Confequence to all the Reft 
of Greece, They alio gave him the Superin ten- 
dance of the Pythian Games, in Conjunction wi h 
the Boeotians and Iheffalians ; becaufe chat the Co- 
rinthians, who had poflefs'd this Privilege till 
then, had render 'd themfel ves unworthy of it, ry 
tharing in the facrilegious Attempts of the -Pho- 
cenfes* 

When News was brought to Athens, of :he Treat- 
ment which the Phocenfes had met with, :hey per- 
ceived, but too late, the wrong Step they had ca- 
k'en in refuting to comply with the Counfels of 
Demoflbenes ; and in delivering themfel ves, blind- 
ly, to the vain and idle Promifes of a Traitor, 
who had fold his Country. , Be/ldes the Shame and 
Grief with which they were feized, for their hav- 
ing failed in the Obligations . of the Confederacy 
with the Phocenfes, they found that they had be- 
tray'd their own Intcrefts in abandoning the Allies. 
For Philip, by his pofleffing himfelf of Phocis, 
was become lyl after of the Thermopyla, which o- 
pen'd him the Gates, and put inro.his Hands the 
Keys of Greece. The Athenians, therefore, being 
alarm'd upon their own Account, gave Orders, 
that the Women and Children fhould be broughc 
out of the Country into the City; that the Walls 
fhould be re pair 'd* and the Pitaum forcif} *d, in 
order to put themfelves in a State of Defence, in 

Cafe of an Invafion. 

The Athenians .had no Hand in the Decree, by 
which Philip had been admitted among the Am- 
phyciiones : They perhaps had abfented them 1 elves 
purpofcly, chat they might not authorize it by 
their Prefence ; or, which is more probable, Pbt* 
lip, in order to remove the Obftacles, and avoid 
the Oppofkions he might meet with in the Execu- 
tion of his Detign, aflernbled fuch of the Jmphyc- 
tioties only, as were entirely at his Devotion. In 
fhort, he conducted his Intrigue fo very artfully, 
that he obtain'd his Ends. This Election, how- 
ever, might have been difputed him, as being; 
clandcirine and irregular; and therefore he required 
a Confirmation of it from the People, who, :u 
Members of that Body, had a Right either to re- 
ject or ratify the new Choice. Athens received the 
circular Invitation ; but in an Aifembly of the Peo- 
ple, who were calTd in order to deliberate on 

Philip's Demand, feveral were of Opinion, that no 
Notice lhould be taken of it. ^Demoflbenes, how- 
ever, was of a contrary Opinion \ and chough he 
did not approve in any Manner of the Peace which 
had been concluded with Philip,, he did not think 
it would be for their In tore ft to infringe it at that 
Juncture; ti nee that could not be done without 
iHrring up againft the Athenians, both the new 
Amphyclionic Council, or general Diet, and thole 

\v ho 
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who had elecled it. His Advice therefoic was, 
that they fliould not expofe themfelves unfeafon- 
ably to the dangerous Confcqucnccs which might 
enfue, in Cafe they fhould refufe, out of Obfti- 
nacv, to confenc to the almoft unanimous Decree 
of the Antphitlyoncs ; and protefted, that 'twas cheir 



Intereft to fubmic, for fear of worfe, to the pre 
fent Circumftances of Things; that is, confenc to 
what was not in their Power to prevent. This i.^ 
the Subject of the Difcourfc of Demojlhcnes, en- 
titled, An Oration on th: Peace. We may probably 
believe that his Opinion was follow'd. 



CHAP. II. 

Philip turns his Arms againft Illyria, and Thrace 7 where he reduces divers Places • Forms 
the Dcjign of invading Peloponnefas, but is prevented by the Athenians declaring in 
Favour of the Spartans ; Invades Euboea, but is driven from thence by Phocion \ Bcjicges 
PerinthuSj and Byzantium • Is forced by Phocion to raife both thofc Sieges ; The By- 
zantines, and Perinthians make a very honourable Decree, in Favour of the Athenians, 
in Return for the Effectual Relief fent them by that Rcpublick ; Philip gets himfelf ap- 
pointed Generalijfimo of the Greeks ; Pojfcjjcs himfelf of Elatea j The Athenians, and 
Thebans, alarm d thereat , unite againft him m y He defeats them at the Battle of Ghaeronea ; 
He is dulavcd Generalijfimo of the Greeks againft the Perfians, and prepares for thai 

Expedition ; but is prevented from undertaking it by Death, being ajjaftinated at the Nup- 
tials of his Daughter ; His memorable Sayings, and Character. 



A FTER Philip had fettled every Thing, 

/\ relating to the Worihip of the God, and 

^- the Security of the Temple of Delphos, he 
return'd into Macedonia, with the greatcft Glory 5 
and the Reputation of a religious Prince, and an 
intrepid Conqueror. Diodorus obferves upon chis 
Head, that all thofe, who had fhared in the Pro- 
fanation, and Plunder of the Temple, perifh'd 
miferably, and came? to a tragical End. 

Philip, fatisfy'd with having open'd himfelf a 
PafTage into Greece, by his Seizure of the Thermo- 
pylae with having fubje&cd Phocis\ and efta- 
bliftTd himfelf one of the Judges of Greece, by 
his new Dignity of AmphycJion ; and with having 
gain'd the Efteern and Applaufe of all Nations, 
by the Zeal which he difcover'd to revenge the 
Honour of the Deicy ; judged very prudently, that 
it would be proper for him to ft op his Career, in 
order to prevent the fevcral People of Greece, from 
riling up in Arms againft him, in cafe they fhould 
difcover, too foon, his ambirious Dcfigns againft 
that Cou: try. In order therefore to remove all 
Sufpiciou, and to footh the Difquietudcs which a- 
rofe on that Occafion, he turn'd his Arms againft 
Hlyna ; purpofely to extend his Frontiers on that 
bide, and to keep always his Troop;; in Kxcrcife, 
by fome new Expedition. 

The fame Motive prompted him afterwards to 
march into Thrace : In the very beginning of his 
Reign he had difpoffefa'd the Athenians of fevcral 
Itrong Holds in that Country ; and he ttill carry'd 
on hifj Conquefts there. For Suidas obferves, that 
before he took Ofyfithus, he Iiad made himfelf Ma- 
tter of thirty-two Cities in Chalets, which is Part 
of Thrace, (lierfouncfus alfi was foliated very 



commodioufly for him. This was a very rich 
Peninfula, in which there were a great Num- 
ber of powerful Cities, and fine pafture Grounds. 
It formerly belong'd to the Athenians ; but the In- 
habitants of it put themfelves under the Protection 
of Lacedamonia, after Lyfander had deftroy'd J- 
thens-j though they fubmitted again to their firft 
Mafters, after Conon, the Father of limothcus, had 
raifed his afflifted Country. Cotys, King of Terror, 
then difpofTefs'd the Athenians of Cherjonnefns ; but 
it was afterwards reftor'd to them by Cherfohleptus, 
Son of Cotys % who rinding himfelt unable to de- 
fend it againft Philip, gave it up to them the 
fourth Year of the 106th Olympiad ; refer ving, 
however, to himfelf, Cardia\ which was the moifc 
confiderable Ciry of the Peninfula, and form'd, as 
it were, the Gate and Entrance of it. After Phi- 
lip had deprived Chcrfoblcptus of his Kingdom, 
which happen'd the fecond Year of the 109th 
Olympiad, the Inhabitants of Car dia, being afraid 
of falling into the Hands of the -Athenians, who 

claimed their City - which formerly belonged to 
them, fubmitted themfelves to Philip, who was 

very well pleafed with taking them under his Pro- 
tection. 

Hereupon, Diopithes, Principal of the Colony, 
which the Athenians had fent into Chcrfb/inefus, 
looking upon this Step of 'Philip as an Act of Ho- 
ftility againft the Commonwealth; wirhout wait- 
ing tor an Order, being fully perfuaded that it 
would not difpleafe, marches fuddenly into the 
Dominions of that Prince, in the maritime Part of 
Thrace, at a Time when he was carrying on an 
important War in Upper Thrace \ plundered then*, 
bul jre Ik- had Time to return, and made H ,,;ul 
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againft him, and carries off a rich Booty, all 
which he lodg'd fafc in Cherfonncfus. Whereupon, 
Pktlipy not being able to revenge himfelf, in the 
Manner he could have wiuYd, contented himfelf 
wir.Ii making grievous Complaints to the Atheni- 
ans, by Letters upon that Account. Such as re- 
ceived Penfions from him in Athens, fervid him 
but coo effectually ac this Juncture ; thofe venal 
Wretches representing, in the blackcft Colours, a 
Conduct, which, if not prudent, was, at Jeaft, 
excufable- They declaim'd againft ''Diopithcsi 
impeach'd him, for involving chem in the War; 
accufed him of Extortion and Piracy; infilled on 
his being recalled, and purfu'd his Condemnation 
with the utmoft Heat and Violence. Whereupon, 
Vcmojlbcnes , being fenfiblc, that the publick Wel- 
fare was in Separable from that of jDiopithes, un- 
dertook his Defence ; which is the Subject of his 
Oratioa upon Cherfonnefus : This JDiopithes was 
Father to Mcnander, the Comic Poet, whom Te- 
rence has copy'd fo faithfully. 

Diopithts was accufed ol oppre fling the Allies 
by his unjuft Exactions: However, Demojihencs 
laid the leaft Strefs on this, becaufe it was pcrfo- 
nal ; he, neverthclefs, made his Apology, en paf- 
fant, from the Example of all the Generals, to 
whom the Iflands, and Cities of Afta Minor paid 
certain voluntary Contributions, by which they 
purchas'd Security to their Merchants, and pro- 
cured Convoys for them, to guard them againft 
the Pirates. He allowed, that it was true, indeed, 
that a Man might exercife Oppreflions, and exact 
upon Allies very unfeafonably : But then, in that 
Cafe, a bare Decree, an Accufation in due Form, 
a Galley appointed to convoy back the General, 
who was recalled, was fufficient to put a Stop to 
the Abufes : But it was otherwife, with Regard 
to the Enter prizes of Philip : They could not be 
check'd, either by Decrees, or Menaces; and no- 
thing would do it effectually, but their raiting a 
Body of Men, and fitting out their Gallies. 

Your Orators (fays he) cry out eternally to 
" you, that we mult make Choice either of Peace 
" or War; but Philip does not leave this at our 
* c Option, he, who is daily meditating fome new 
* c Enterprise againft us: And, can we doubt but 
t€ it was he who broke the Peace, unlefs it is 
<c pretended, that we fhall have no Reafon to 
<€ complain of him, fo long as he fhall forbear 
<c making any Attempts on Attica and the Piraum? 
* c But, ic will then be too late for us to oppofe 
" him; and it is now we muft prepare ftrong 
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f * Barriers againft his ambitious Dcligns. You 
4C ought to lay it down, as a certain Maxim, O 



*' Athenians , that it is you he aims at ; that he 
looks upon you as his moft dangerous Enemies; 
that your Ruin only can make him lay down 
** his Arms, and Secure his Conquefts ; and that, 
* f whatever he is now projecting, is projected 
,c merely in the View of falling upon you, and 
<f of reducing At hens to a State of Captivity : 




" Name can we beftow on thoSe he now attacks ? ) 
w that he Submits to Fatigues, Scafons, and Dan- 
H gcrs, merely for the Sake of gaining them : 
c But that, an for the Harbours, the Arfenals, 
' the Gallies, the Silver Mines, and the immenSe 
* Revenues of the yJthcnians ; that he, I Say, 
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" regards them with Indifference ; docs not covet 

" them in any Manner; but will Suffer you to 

" remain in quiet Poflcffion of them ? 

<c What Conclufion are we to draw from all that 

(t has been Said ? This ; that fo far from cafliicring 

(t the Army we have in Thrace, it muft. be confi- 

<c derably reinfore'd, and ftrengthcn'd by new 

te Levies ; in order, that, as Philip has always 

f< of.e in Readinefs, to opprefs and en Have the 

" Greeks, )ou, on the other Side, may always 

" have one on Foot, ready to defend, and Save 

<c them " There is Reafon to believe, that che 

Advice of Dcmojlhcnes was follow'd. 

The fame Year that this Oration W3s Spoken, 

Arymbas, King of MoloJJia, or Epirus, dy'd : He 

was Son to A/cetas, and had a Brother, call'd Ar- 

optolemus, whofe Daughter Olympias was marry 'd 

to Philip. This Neoptolemus, by the Crcdic and 

Authority of his Son-in-Law, had been raifed fo 

high, as to fhare the regal Authority with his 

elder Brother, to whom only it lawfully belong'J. 

This firft unjuft Action was follow'd by a greater: 

For, after the Death of jfrymbas, Philip piay'd 

his Pare fo well, either by his Intrigues, or his 

Menaces, that the MoloJJi drove away Macidas* 

Son, and lawful SuccelTor to Arymbas, and efta- 

blifh'd Alexander, Son of Neoptolemus ; fole King 

of Epirus. This Prince, who was not only Bro- 

ther-in-Law, but Son-in Law to Philip, whofe 

Daughter Cleopatra he had marrv'd, as will be 

obferv'd in the Sequel, carry 'd his Arms into I- 

taly, and there dy'd. After this, JEacidas reaf- 

cended the Throne of his Anceftors; reign'd aione 

in Epirus, and tranfmitted the Crown to his Son, 

the renown'd Pyrrhus, So famous in the Roman 

Hiftory, and Second Coufin to Alexander the Great , 

Alcctas being Grandfather to both thofe Mo- 
narch's. 

Philip, after his Expeditions into Illyria, and 
Thrace, turn'd hisViews towards Peloponnefus. Ter- 
rible Commotions prevail'd, at that Time, in this 
Part of Greece. The Lacedemonians afTum'd the 
Sovereignty of it, with no other Right than of 
being the ftrongeft. Ar£os, and Meffenc, being 
oppreffed, addreffed Philip : He had juft before 
concluded a Peace with the Athenians, who, on 
the Faith of their Orators, who had been brib'd by 
him, imagin'd he was going to break with the 
Thebans. However, he was fo far from doing this, 
that, after having fubdu'd Thocis, he divided the 
Conqucft with them. The Thebans embrae'd, with 
Joy, the favourable Opportunity which prcfentcd 
itfelf, of their opening him a Way through which 
he might pafs into Peloponnefus, in which Country, 
the inveterate Hatred they bore to Sparta, made 
them foment Divifions perpetually, and continue 
the War. They follicited Philip, therefore, to 
join the Mejjenians and Atrgivcs with them, that 
they might, thereby, humble the Power of the 
Lacedemonians. 

This Prince liftncd^ willingly to an Alliance, 
which fquar'd with his Views. He propofed to 
the Ampbifiyons, or rather dictated to them, the 
Decree, whofe Purport was, that Lacedxmonia 
fhould permit drgos and Mcjfcnc to enjoy an en- 
tire fndependance, purfuanc to the Tenor of a 
Treaty lately concluded ; and, upon Pretence of 
not expofing the Authority of the States General 
of Greece to Contempt, he "order 'd, at the Same 
Time, a large Body of Troops to march that Way. 

5 X The 
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The LjCi'J.tJHBf.'!J.':i f bcii.g juftly alarrrTd, requeu- 
ed the jit hunt tins to fupporc them ; and, by an 
Embaily, prclfcd carneftiy for the concluding of 
fuch an Alliance, as cheir common Safety might 
require. The fevcral Powers, whofe Interelt it 
was to prevent this Alliance from being concluded, 
ufed their utmoft Endeavours to gain their Ends. 
Philip reprcfented, by his Embaifadors, to the 
Athaiians, thac ic would be very wrong in them 
to declare War ngainft him; that he did not 
break with the Th.bans, there being no Article in 
the Treaties which obliged him to ic ; that before 
he could have broken his Word in thac Particular, 
he muft, firft, have given ic ; and thac the Trea- 
ties themfelves proved mBnifeftly, that he had not 
made any Promife to that Purpofc. ^Philip, in- 
deed, faid true, wich Regard to the written Ar- 
ticles, and the publick Stipularions , but then JE- 
f chines had made this Promife by Word of Mouth, 
in his Name. On the other Side, the EmbafTadors 
of Thebes t Argos, and Mcjfenc, were alfo very ur- 
gent wich the Athenians ; and reproach'd them 
with having already fecrecly favour'd but too 
much the Lacedemonians > who were profefled E- 
nemics to the Thebans, and Tyrants over Pclopon- 
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But Demofihenes, Proof againft all thefe Solli- 
citations, and mindful of nothing but the real In- 
terest of his Country* mounted che Rojira, in or- 
der to enforce the Negotiation of the Lacedemoni- 
ans. He there reproaches the Athenians, according 
to his ufual Cuftom, with Supinenefs and Indo- 
lence : He expofes the ambitious Defigns of Thi- 
lip, who frill advances forward ; and declares, that 
thefe aim at no Icfi than the Conqueft of all 
Greece. <K You excel 1 (fays he to them) both you 
and he, in that Circumftance, which ischeOb- 
" jeft of your Application and Cares. You fpeak 
in a better Manner than he does, and he acts 
better than you do. The Experience of what 
you have formerly feen, ought, at leaft, to 
open your Eyes ; it fhould make you more fuf- 
picious of him, and Hand more upon your 
Guard : But this ferves to no other Purpofe, 
than to lull you afleep. At this Time, his 
Troops are marching towards Pehponnefiis ; he 
is fending Money to it, and his Arrival in Per- 
fon, at the Head of a powerful Army, is ex- 
pected every Moment. Do you think that you 
will be fecure, after he fhall have poflcHed 
himfclf of the Territories round you ? Art has 
ir.vcr»ted, for the Security of Cities, various De- 
fences of all Kinds, as Ramparts, Walls, Ditches, 
and fuch like : But Nature furrounds the Wife 
with a common Bulwark, which covers them 
on all Sides, and provides for the Security of 
States. What Bulwark is this? Ic is Diffidence." 
He concludes, with exhorting che Athenians to 
av.ake from their Lethargy ; to fend immediate 
Relief to the Lacedemonians ; and, above all, to 
punilh forthwith all fuch domeftick Traitors, as 
have deceiv'd the People, and brought their pre- 
fers Calamities upon them, by fp reading falfc 
Reports, and employing captious Affeveracions. 

In the mean WhiJe, the Athenians and Philip 
did not yet come to an open Rupture; whence 
we may conjecture, thac che latter del ay 'd his In- 
vufion of Pc/of. rnmfus, in order thac he might not 
have too many J.vnemicN upon his Hands, at the 
fume Time. However, he did not fie (kill, but 
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turn'd his Views another Way. Phi hp had, ;/ : 0 . 
'lime, look'd upon Eubeea at> proper, from it:; 
tuation, Co favour die Defigns he medicated ag-iit,;; 
Greece j and, in the very Beginning of his Reiffn, 
he had attempted Co pofTels himielf of it. l : i c 
indeed, fee every Engine ac work, at that Tirru ' 
in order to feize upon chat lilandj which he GiL''<i 
the Shackles of Greece : J3uc then ic nearly cbnccrn'd 
the Athenians, not to fufFer it to fall into the 
Hands of an Enemy; efpecially as ic might be 
join'd to che Concinent of Attica by a Bridge : 
However, that People, according to their ufual 
Cuftom, contiued indolent, whilft Philip was pur- 
fuing his Conquefts. The latter, who was ever 
atcencivc and vigilant over his Inrereft, endea- 
vour'd to carry on an Intelligence in che Ifland j 
and, by Dine of Prefents, brib'd thofe who had* 
the greateft Auchority in it. Ac the Requeft of 
certain of che Inhabicants, he fenc fome Troops 
privaccly chicher; poffefled himfelf of feveral 
ftrong Holds; difmantled Potamos, a very impor- 
tant Fortrefs in Eubeea, and eftabliuYd three Ty- 
rants, or Kings, over the Country. He alfo feiz'd 
upon Oreum, one of che ftrongeft Cities of En- 
baa, and which poffefled the fourch Part thereof; 
and eftablifh'd five Tyrants over ic, who exercifed 
an abfolute Auchoricy there in his Name. 
m Upon chis, Plutarch of Eretria fenc a Depuca- 
cion Co che Athenians* conjuring chem to come and 
deli ver thac Ifland, every Part of which was upon 
the Point of fubmitcing entirely to che Macedonian . 
The Athenians, upon this, fent fome Troops under 
the Command of Phocion. This General had al- 
ready acquired great Reputation, and we /hall fee 
him, in the Sequel of this Work, enjoy a great 
Share in the Admin iftration of Affairs, both fo- 
reign and domeftick. He had ftudy'd in the A- 
cademy under Plato, and afterwards under Zeno- 
crates i and in chat School had form'd his Morals, 
and his Life, after the Model of the moft auftere 
Virtue. We are told, that no Athenian ever faw 
him laugh, weep, or go to the publick Baths. 
Whenever he went into the Country, or was in 
the Army, he always walk'd barefoot, and with- 
out a Cloak, unlefs the Weather happen'd to be 
infupportably cold ; fo that the Soldiers ufed to 
fay, laughing, See ! Phocion'; drefs'd j it is Sign 
of a bard Winter. 

He knew that Eloquence is a neceffary Inftru- 
ment to a Statefman, in order for him to execute 
happily the great Defigns he may undertake du- 
ring his Adminiftracion : He, therefore, apply'd 
himfelf particularly to that Branch of Science, and 
with great Succefs. Perfuaded, that it is wich 
Words as with Coins, the moft efteem'd whereof 
are thofe which, under a lefs Weight, have a 
greater intrinfick Value ; Phocion had form'd him- 
lelf to a fprightly, clofe, concife Style, which 
expreffed a great many Ideas in few Words. Ap- 

E earing, one Day, abfenc in Mind, in an Affem- 
ly, where he was preparing to fpeak, he was 
ask'd the Reafon of u : I am confide ring (fays he) 
whether it is not pofjible for me, to retrench any 
Part of the Difcourfe I am to make. He was a 
lfcrons Reafoner, and, by that Means, quite de- 
featcathe moft fublime Eloquence ; which made 
Demofihenes, who had often experiene'd this, when- 
ever he appeared, in order to harangue the Pub- 
lick, fay ; There's the six, which quite cuts away 
the Effect my Words would, other wife, produce. 
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One would imagine, that this Kind of Eloquence 
is abfolutely contrary to the CJci.nis of the Vul- 
gar, who require the fume Things to be repeated 
Je veral Times ; and that a greater Extent (ho uld 
be given to Things, in order to make chern more 
intelligible. But in was not fo with the Athenians-, 
for* they being fprightly, fugacious, and Lovers 
of* a hidden Senfe, boa (ted their understanding an 
t)rator ac half a Word, and rjiey really did fo. 
P hoc ion gave into their Tafte, and, in this Ar- 
ticle, furpalfed even Dcmojlhencs himfelf ; which 
is faying a great deal. 

P hoc ion obferving, chac thofe Perfons, who, at 
this Time, were concern \J in the Administration, 
had divided it into the military and civil ; that 
one Part, as Eubulus, Arijtophon, T>emofihenes, Ly- 
curgiis, and Hype rides, confin'd themfelves merely 
to the haranguing of the People, and the propo- 
/ing of Decrees j that the other Part, as Diopi- 
thes, Leojlhcnes, and Chares, advane'd themfelves 
by military Employments ; chofe rather co imicace 
the Manner of Government of Solon, Ariftides, and 
Pericles, who had join'd the two Talents, and 
united the Arts of Government to martial Bra- 
very. Whilft he was in Employment, Peace and 
Tranquillity were always his Object, as being the 
Aim of every wife Government i and yec he him- 
felf headed more Expeditions, not only than all 
the Generals of his Time, but even than all his 
Predeceifors. He was honour'd with the fupream 
Command forty-five Times, without having once 
fued, or made Intereft for it 5 and it was always 
in his Abfence., that he was appointed to com- 
mand the Armies. The World was aftonihVd, 
being of fo fevere a Turn of Mind, and fo great 
an Enemy to Flattery of every Kind, how it was 
pofllble for him to fix, as it were, in his own 
Favour, the innate Ficklenefs and Inconftancy of 
the .Athenians \ though he frequently ufed to op- 
pofe very ftrenuouily their Wills, and their Ca- 
prices, not valuing how much foever he might 
ruffle their ticklilh Tempers : Eur the Idea they 
had form'd to themfelves of his Probity and Zeal 
for the publick Welfare, extinguifiYd every other 
Scnfation; and this it was, according co Plutarch, 
which generally made his Eloquence fo efficacious 
and triumphant. 

We thought it neceffary to give the Reader this 
Idea of Phocioh*^ Character, becaufe frequent Men- 
tion will be made of him, in the Sequel : It was 
to him the Athenians gave the Command of the* 
Forces whom they fent to the Succour of Plutarch 
of Erctria : But this Traitor repaid his Benefac- 
tors with Ingratitude ; fct up the Standard againft 
them, and endeavoured openly to rcpulfe the very 
Army he had rcqueftcd. However, P hoc ion i /as 
not confounded by this unforefcen Perfidy ; for he 
purfucd his Enterprise, won a Battle, and drove 
Plutarch from Erctria. 

After this great Succefs, Phocion rcturn'd back 
to Athens $ but he was no fooner gone, than all 
the Allies regretted his Goodnefs and Jufticc. A 

trofeifed Enemy co every Kind of Oppreflion and 
octortion, he could infinuatc himfelf into the 
Minds of Men with Art} and at the fame Time 
that he made others fear him, he had the uncom- 
mon Talent of making chem love him ftill the 
more. He, one Day, made a beautiful Anfwer 
to Vhabr'pjSy who appointed him to go, with ten 
light Verted, ro raife the Tribute, which certain 



Cities, in Alliance with Athens, paid every Year. 
'Jo what Puipoj'e fay she) is fuch a Convey if *J ,o 
jrrong, if 1 am only to zi//t Allies ; hut twtvvak, 
if I am to fight againjl hvur.ics. The Atbrnid;.-* 
knew very well, by the Confequen'c:, the fi^nal 
Service, which PhociorPs great Capacity, Valour, 
and Experience had done them, in the .Expedition 
of hubcea. For, Molojjus, who fucceeded him, and 
who took upon himfcJf the Command of rbeTroop?, 
after that (General, was io unfuccefsful, that he fell 
into the Hands of the Enemy. 

In che mean While, Phi Zip, who did not lay 
afidc, the Defign he had in View, of conquering 
all Greece, changed the Attack, and fought for an 
Opportunity of railing another Battery again ft 
Athens. Hq knew that this City, becaufe of the 
Barren nefs of Attica, had greater Want of foreign 
Corn than any other : Wherefore, in order to gee 
into his own Hands the folc Tranfportati on of 
Corn, tend, by that Means, ftarvc Athens ; he 
marches towards Thrace, whence that City drew 
the greatcfl: Part of its Pro virions, with an Inten- 
tion to bctiegc'Perinthus and Byza?itium. But, that 
his Subjects might not attempt an Infurre&ion 
during his Abfence, he left his Son, Alexander^ at 
Home, conferring the fupream Power on him, in 
his Abfence, though he was but fifteen Years old. 
This young Prince gave, even at that Time, fome 
Proofs of his Courage; he having defeated certain 
nesghbouring Nations, fubjecr. to Macedonia, who 
had confider'd the Abfence of the King, as a very 
proper Time for executing the Defign they had 
form'd of rebelling. This happy Succefs of the 
firft Expedition of Alexander was highly agreeable 
to his Father ; and, at the fame Time, an Indica- 
tion of what might be expected from him; But 
fearing, left, allur'd by this dangerous Bait, he 
Ihould abandon himfelf inconfiderately to his Vi- 
vacity and Fire, he rccall'd him, in order to take 
upon himfelf the Inftru£rion of his Son, and per- 
fect him in the Science of War. 

During thefeTranfaflions, Dcmojlhencs ftill con- 
tinued his Invectives againft the Indolence of the 
Athe?tians, whom nothing could waken from their 
Lethargy ; and alfo, againft the Avarice of the 
Orators, who, brxb'd by Philip^ amufed the Peo- 
ple, upon the fpecious Pretence of a Peace, that 
had been fworn to with him ; and which he, ne- 
verthelefs, violated openly, every Day, by the 
Enterprises he form'd againft the Commonwealth. 
This is the Subject of his Orations, call'd The 

Philippicks. 

u Whence comes it (fays he) that all the Greeks 
formerly panted fo ftrongly after Liberty, and 
that now they run fo eagerly after Servitude f 
The Reafon is, becaufe there prcvail'd, at that 
Time, among che People, what prevails no 
longer among usj that which triumph'd over 
the Riches or the Pcrfms ; which maintained 
the Freedom of Greece ; which never afted in- 
confiftentJy on any Occafion, cither by Sea, or 
Land; but which, being now cxtinguiih'd in 
every Heart, has ruinM our Affairs in general, 
and quite overturned the Conftitution of Greece. 
It is that common Hatred, that general Dercf- 
tation, in which they held every Perfon, who 
had a Soul abject, enough, to fell himfelf to 
any Man, who would eullavc Greece, or even 
corrupt it- In thofe Times, to accept of a 
1 'relent was a capital Crime ; which never failYl 
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M cf being puninVd with Death. Neithc* their 

4t Orators, nor their Generals, exercifed lo lean- 

tc dalous a Trafficki which is now become lo corn- 

te mon i n Athens ; where a Price is lcc upon every 

" Thing, and where all Things are fold to the 

" highelt Bidder. 

4f in thofe happy Time?, the Greeks were bound 
*' by a perfect Union, founded on the Love oF 
" the publick W elfare, and on a Defire of pre- 
" ferving and defending the common Liberty : 
" Bur, in this A^e, the Feople break off, and 
• f difengage from* one another, and £ive them- 
tc felves up a Prey to reciprocal Diftrufts and 
<f Jealouf.es. All ^ I don't except one) the Ar- 

gives,Tkeb.:ns, Corinthians, Lacedemonians, and 
* ; Aicadians* and Onrfelvcs no lefs than they; 
" wc, each of us, 1 fay, form a feparate Intereft; 
<c and this it is that gives our Enemy an Oppor- 
tc tunicy of grafping fo much Power. 

The Safety of Greece confifts, therefore, in 
<r our uniting together againft the common Kne- 
" my, if this can poflibly be done: But, at leaft, 
" as to what concerns each of us in particular, 
t( you muft fix deeply in your Minds the indif- 
<r puta-le xMaxim following; that Philip attacks 
" you actually at this Time ; that he has infring'd 
et the Peace; "that, by feiting upon all the ftrong 
<c Holds round about you, he hereby opens, and 
" prepares himfelf to "attack you yourfelves 5 and 
* c that he confiders us as his mortal Enemies, 
*' becaufe he knows, that we only are able to 
<f oppofe the ambitious Defigns he entertains, of 
€< railing an univerfal Monarchy. 

" This is what we muft, indeed, oppofe with 
<c all imaginable Vigour; and, for that Purpofe, 
* f muft put on board, without Lofs of Time, the 
<c Succour requifite for Cherfonnefus and Byzantium - 7 
« you muft provide, on the Spot, whatever Ne- 
* c ceflaries your Generals may require : In fine, 
*' you muft confer together on fuch Means, as 
€t are proper to fave Greece, which is now chreat- 
* c ned with the utmoft Danger Though all the 
cf Reft of the Greeks, O Athenians, fhould bow 
<€ their Necks to the Yoke, yet you ought to fight 
*' always for the Caufe of Liberty. After fuch 
*' Preparations, made in the Prefence of all Greece, 
<e let us excite the Reft of the Nations to fecond 

us ; let us acquaint every People with our 
*' Resolutions ; and let us lend Embafladors to 
*• Pehponnefns, to Rhodes, to Chio, and efpecially 
*' to the King of Terjia-, for, it is his intercft, 
* v as well as ours, to check the Career of this 
*' Man." 

The Sequel will fhew, that the Advice of De- 
tnojibenes was follow 'd almoft exactly. At theTime 
he was declaiming in this Manner, Philip was 
matching towards Cherfonnefus : He open'd the 
Campaign with the Siege 01 Perinthus, a confidc- 
rable City of Thrace. The Athenians having 
prepared a Body of Troops to relieve that Place, 
the Oratois prevail d fo far by their Speeches, to 
have Chares appointed Commander or the Fleet. 
This General was univcrfally defpifed, upon Ac- 
count of the Vilcnefs of his Behaviour, his Thefts, 
and his fmall Capacity; but Intercft and Credit 
fupply'd the Place of Meiic on this Occafion, and 
Faction got the better of the Counfelo, of the moil: 
prudent and virtuous Men, as happens but too 
often. The Succcfs waa anfwerable to the Rafhncfs 
of fiie Choice which h id been made : Bur, what 
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could be cxpecled, fiom a General, whole A L : H 
ties were as fmall, as ImVolupruoufnefs wa* j_V'cat 
who took along with him, in his military llr.pc 
ditions, a Band of Muficians, both vocal and in 
ftrumental, who were in his Pay; which was ft* 
vy'd out of the Monies, appointed for the Sci \ ice 
of the Fleet? In lhort, the Cities thcmfelvca, to 
whole Relief he was lent, would not fuller him to 
come into their Uarbours ; fo that, his Fidelity 
being unive lally fufpected, he was obliged to fail 
from Coaft to Coalr, opprelling the Allies, and 
contemird b ; the Enemy. 

In the mean Time> 'Philip waa carrying on the 
Siege of 'Pcrinthus with great Vigour; He had 
Thirty thoufand chofen Troops, and a numberleis 
Multitude of military Engines of all Kinds : He 
had rais'd Towers eighty Cubits high, which fat 
over-topp'd thofe of the 'Ferinthians ; he* there- 
fore, had a great Advantage in battering their. 
Walls : On one Side, he fliook the Foundations of 
them by fubterfaneous Mines; and on the other* 
he beat down whole Angles of it with his batter- 
ing Rams. Nor did the BefiegM make a lefs vi- 
gorous Refiftance ; for, as foon as one Breach waft 
made, Philip was furpriz'd to fee another Wall 
juft rais'd behind it. The Inhabitants of Byzan- 
tium fent them all the Succours neceflary. The 
Afiatich Sat rap a, or Governors, by Order of the 
King of Pcrjia, whofe Affiftance, we obferv'dj 
the Athenia?is had requefted* likewife threw Forces 
therein : Hereupon, Philip, in order to deprive the 
fiefieg'd of the Relief the Byzantines fent themj 
went in Perfon; to form the Siege of that impor- 
tant City ; leaving half his Army to carry on that 
of Per in thus. 

In the mean While, he was defirous to appear 
(in outward Shew) very tender of giving Um- 
brage to the Athenians % whofe Power he dread edj 
and whom he endeavour'd to lull alleep by fine 
Speeches. Particularly, at the Time we are now 
fpcaking of, to fecure himfelf againft any Snifter 
Derigns from that Quarter he wrote a Letter t6 
them, in which he endeavours to take dfF the Edge 
of their Refentments, by reproaching them, in 
the Itrongeft Terms, for their Infraction of the 
feveral Treaties j which he boafts he had obferv'a 
very religioufly ; and which he interfpers'd; very 
arttully (for he was a great Mafter or Eloquence) 
with fuch Complaints and Menacesi as were beft 
calculated to reftrain Mankind, either from a 
Principle of Fear or Shame. This Letter is a 
Mafter-pie'cc in the Original* A majeftick, and 
perfuafivc Vivacity fliincs in every Part of it; a 
Strength, and Juftncfs of Reafoning, which is 
carry'd quite through ; and a plain and unaffected; 
Declaration of F\i£b, each of which is followed 
by its natural Cdnfequcnce ; a delicate Irony ; in 
fine, that noble and concife Style fo proper for 
crown'd Heads. We might here very juftly apply 
to "Philip, what was faidof Gafan That he handled 
the Pen as well as he did the Sword. 

This 'Letter is fo long, and betides, is fill'd 
with fo great a Number of private Facls, though 
each of thefe are important, that wc cannot here 
give Extracts, nor make a connected Abridgment 
of ir. Wc dial 1 j therefore, cite but one PaiHige; 
by which the Reader may form a Judgment ot the 
Reft. 

" At theTime of our rhoft open Ruptures (la)'*" 
" Philip to the shhenians) you went no fan her 
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*' than to fit out Privateers ngainft me ; to feizc, 
4t and fell fuch Merchants, as came to trade in 
** my Dominions; to favour any Party focver 
which oppos'd my Meafurcs j and to infeft the 
«* Places fubje&.to me by your Hostilities: But, 
«* now you carry Hatred and Injufticc to fuch 
4t prodigiousLengths, as even to fend Embaffa dors 
"to the Perfian, in order to excite him to de- 
" cl are War againft me. This muft appear a molt 
« f aftonifliing Circumftance ; for, before he had 
** made himfelf Maftcr of Egypt and Phtsnicia, 
*' you had rcfolv'd, in the molt folemn Manner, 
« that, in cafe he fhould attempt any new Enter- 
*< prize, you would then invite me, in common 
«« with the Reft of the Greeks, to unite our Forces 
«« againlt him. And, neverthelefs, yon, at this 
*< Time, carry your Hatred to fuch a Height, as 
* c to negotiate an Alliance with him againft me. 
«* I have been told, that formerly your Fathers 
** accus'd Pijijlratus, as guilty of an unpardonable 
<c Crime, for having requelted the Afliftance of 
<* the Perfian againlt the Greeks ; and yet you 
" don't blufh to commit a Thing, which you were 
" perpetually condemning in the Perfon of your 
« Tyrants." 

Tbilips Letter did him as much Service as a 
good Manifefto; and gave his Penfioners in Athens 
a fine Opportunity of juitifying him in the Minds 
of a People, who were very defirous of eafing 
themfelves of political Troubles j and greater E- 
nemies to Expence and Labour, than to Ufurpation 
and Tyranny. The boundlefs Ambition of Philip, 
and the eloquent' Zeal of Demojlhenes, were perpe- 
tually claming : There was neither a Peace, nor 
a Truce between them. The one cover'd very 
induftrioufly, with a fpecious Pretence, his Enter- 
prizes and' Infringements ; and the other endea- 
vour^, as ftrongly, to reveal the true Motives of 
them to a People, whofe Refolutions had a great 
Influence upon the Fate of Greece. On this Oc- 
cafion, Demofthencs was very fenfible, how vaftly 
neceflfary it was to eraze, as foon as poffible, the 
firft Impreffions, which the Perufal of this Letter 
might make on the Minds of the Athenians, Ac- 
cordingly, this zealous Republican immediately 
afcends the Rojira : He, at firft, fpeaks in an 
affirmativeTone of Voice, which frequently makes 
more than half the Proof, and fometimes the 
Whole, in the Eyes of the Multitude : He ftvlcs 
the heavy Complaints of Philip, the Idea of an 
exprefs Declaration of War ; then, to animate his 
Fellow Citizens, to fill them with Confidence in 
the Refolution with which he infpires them, he 
alfurjs them, all Things portend the Ruin of that 
l u rince ; the Gods, Greeks, Perfians, Macedonians \ 
and even Philip himfelf. Demojlhenes docs not 
obferve, in this Harangue, the exact Rules or 
Refutation ; he avoids cont raiting of the Fa els, 
firice they might appear in adifadvantagcous Light, 
fo artfully they had been drawn up by Philip \ 
and corroborated by fuch Proofs as icem'd unan- 
lwerable. 

Here follows the Conclufion, which this Orator 
draws from all his Arguments : 41 Convinc'd by 
M thefe Truths, O Athenians, and ftrongly per- 
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" or the Poffcflions of private Perfons; but, when 
" Occafion (hall require, halte to your refpe&ive 
'* Standards, and fet abler Generals at your Head 
<c than chofc you have hicherco empJoy'd : For, 
,c no one among you ought to imagine, that the 
" fame Men, who ruin'd your Affairs, will have 
'* Abilities to reftore them to their former happy 
" Situation. Think how infamous it is, that a 
* c Man come from Macedon, fhould contemn Dan- 
t€ gers i'o far, that, merely to aggrandize his 
" Empire, he fhould rufh into the vfidft of the 
<f Combatants, and return from the Battle cover'd 
" with Wounds 9 and that Athenians, whofe he re- 
<f ditary Right it is Co obey no Man, but to im- 
pofe a Law on others, Sword in Hand; that 
u Athenians, I fay, merely through Dejected nefs 
s* and Indolence, fhould degenerate from rhe GJurv 
*' of their Anceitors, and abandon che I nee reft jf 
** their Country." 

At the very Time they were exarrrni g rh's 
Affair, News was brought of the flume til Rt 'Op- 
tion Chares had met wi:h from the Allies, v. :ch 
raifed a general Murmur amo-ig \ % >. 
who, now fir'd with Indignation, gren.; • 
their having fent Relief to the Byzuu:i?» s. v\ . 
upon, Phocion rifing up, told the Purple, • ,-,ac 
they ought not to be exafperated at the Diffidence 
of the Allies, but at the Conduct of the Generals 
who had occafion'd ic : et For it is they (con- 
•* tinu'd he) who render you odious and formi- 
K( dable even to thofe who cannot favc themfelves 
" from Deftruction, without your Aili lance. "A. r,d 
indeed, Chares, as we have already obferv'd, was 
faint-hearted and unskilPd in War. H'<; whole 
Merit confifted in his having gain'd a great A- 
fcendant over the People, by the haughty and 
bold Air he afTum'd. His Prefumpcion conccal'd 
his Incapacity from himfelf; and a fordid Principle 

of Avarice made him make as many Blunders as 
Enterprizes. 

The People, ftruck with this Difcourfe, imme- 
diately chang'd their Opinion, and appointed Pho- 
cion himfelf to head a Body of frelh Troops, in 
order to relieve the Allies in the HeHefpont. This 
Choice contributed chiefly to the Safety of Byzan- 
tium. Phocion had already gain'd a mighty Re- 
putation, not only for his Valour, and Skill in the 
Art of War, but much more for his Probity and 
Difintcreftednefs. The Byzantines, at his coming, 
open'd their Gates co him with Joy, and lodg'd 
his Soldiers in their Houfes, as though they had 
been their own Brothers and Children. The Athe- 
nian Officers and Soldiers, Itruck with rhe Confi- 
dence which was repofed in them, behav'd with 
che utmoft Prudence and Modefty info much that 
their Conduct was irreproachable. Nor were they 
lefs admiVd for their Courage ; and, in the lc- 
verai Attacks made by them, they difcover'd the 
utmoft Intrepidity, and feem'd animated at rhe 
Sight of Danger. Phocion** Prudence, being fe- 
conded by the Bravery of his Troops, foon forc\J 
Thilip to give over his Attempt upon Byzantium 
and Pcrintmis. He was diivcn from the Hcllejponty 
which very much dimininVd his Fame and Glory* 
for fill then he had been look'd upon as invincible; 



M funded, that we can no longer be alfowM to and all Things had fubmitted to him univerfally. 
4t affirm that we enjoy Peace (lor Philip has juf* Phocion took fouie of his Ships; recovered many 
" now declared War auainft us by his Letter, and ftronff Holds which he had carriloo'd \ and having 



" now declar'd War againft us by his Letter, and 
" has long done the lame by his Conduct) you 
** ought not to fpare cither the publick Trcafurc, 



rong Hoiuswnicn ne nau garrilon 
made feveral Defcents into dilferenc Parts of his 
Territories, he plunder'd all the Villages ; fill a 
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Body of Forces allcmMing to check his Progrcfs, 
he w as obliged Co retire, alter having been wound- 



In Return, the Byzantines, and Pcrinthians, 
tc?i\{\'\\ their Gratitude to the People of Athens, 
bv a very honourable Decree, preferred by Z)r- 
mcj} tines in one of his Orations ; the Subftance of 
winch we will give here. "Under Bofphoricus 
the prieir, JJama^et:.s t after having defired 
Leave of the Senate, laid, in a full Aifembly : 
Inalrnuch as in Times pail, the uninterrupted 
Beneficence of the People of Athens, towards 
the Byzantines and Pcrinthians, united by Al- 
liance and their common Origir?, never ceafed 
upon any Ocjafion ; that this Beneficence, fo 
often fignnlizcd, has lately difplay'd itfelf, 
w hen 'Philip of Mae e Jon (who had taken up 
Arms to del troy Byzantium and Pcrinthus) bat- 
tered our W alls, burnt our Country to Afhes, 
cut down our Forells ; that in a Seafon of fo 
great Calamity, this beneficent People fuccour'd 
us with a Fleet of an Hundred and twenty Sail, 
fumiih'd with Provifions, Arms and Forces ; 
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that theyfaved us from the grcateft Danger ; in 
fir.c, thattbev rellored us to the quiet Poffeflion 
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of our Government, our Laws, and our Tombs : 
The Byzantints and Pcrinthians permit, by a 
Decree, the Athenians to fettle in the Countries 
belonging to Peiinthus and Byzantium; to 
marry in them, to purchafe Lands, and to enjoy 
all the Prerogatives ailow'd to Citizens: They 
alio grant them a diitinguifiVd Place at publick 
Shews, and a Seat, both in the Senate and the 
Ailembly of the People, near that of the Pon- 
tiff s : Requiring that every Athenian, who fhall 
think proper to fettle in either of the two Cities 
abovc-mention'd, fhall be exempted from Taxes 
of any Kind : That in the Harbours, three Sta- 
tues of fixcecn Cubits each, fhall be fet up, 
which S:a:ues fhall reprefent the People of 
A: bens, crown'd by thofe of Byzantium and 
'Perinthus: That befides Prefcnts fhall be fent 
to the four folemn Games of G/ecce- y and that 
the Crown we have decreed to the Athenians, 
fhall there be proclaimed ; fo that the fame Ce- 
remony may acquaint all xheGrecks, both with 
the Magnanimity of the Athenians, and the Gra- 
titude of the -Pcrinthians and Byzantines. 
The Inhabitants of Cberfonmfus made a like De- 
cree, the Tenor of which was as follows. <« Among 
" the Nation* comprehended in the Qhcrfonncfus, 
the Inhabitants of Stjios, of JElia, of Madytis, 
and of Ahf tcottmfus, decree, and appoint for 
the People ar.d Senate of Athens, a Crown of 
Gold, oi fixry Talents ; ar.d creel two Altars, 
the one to the Goddefs of Gratitude, nnd the 
other to the Athenians ; for their having, by 
rhc molt fhinning Action that can be, freed 
from the Yoke of Philip, the People of Cher- 
fr,u//tni ar.d rtliorcd rhem to the Pofleflion of 
their Country, their Laws, their Liberty, and 
their Temples : An Act ol Beneficence, which 
' hey will fix eternally in their Memories, and 
never ceafe to acknowledge to the urmolfc of 

their Power. All which they have rcfolvcd in 
full Senate. " 

After having been forced to raife the Siege of 
Uv/,antium, Philip turned his Arm;; ngai rift sjtbca s 
KinqafSrythia, from whom he had received fome 
ptrfoiu! Caufe of DitfUtis/aclionj and took his Son 
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with him in that Expedition: And though the 
Scythians had a very numerous Army, he defeated 
them without any DifLVulty. He got thereby a 
very great Booty, which confifted not in Gold or 
Silver, the Ufe and Value of which the Scythians 
were not then fo unhappy as to know; but in 
Cattle, Horfcs, and a great Number of Women 
and Children. 

At his Return from Scythia, the Triballi, a Peo- 
ple of Mccfid, difputed the Pafs with him, laying. 
Claim to Part of the Plunder he was carrying oC. 
Philip was therefore forced to come to a Battle; 
and a very bloody one was fought, in which great 
Numbers on each Side were kill'd on the Spot. 
The King himfelf was wounded in the Thigh, 
and with the fame Thruft had his Horfe killed 
under him : Whereupon, Alexander ran to the 
Relief of his Father, and, covering him with his 
Shield, killed, or put to Flight, all who oppofed 
him. 

The Athenians had look'd upon the Siege of 
Byzantium, as an abfolute Rupture, and an open 
Declaration of War. The King of Macedon, who 
was apprehcnfive of the Confequences of it, and 
dreaded very much the Power of the Athenians, 
whofe Hatred he had drawn down upon himfelf, 
made Overtures of Peace, in order to foften their 
Refentments. Phocion, being of a lefs diffident 
Temper from the Uncertainty of military Events, 
was of Opinion, that the : Athenians ought to ac- 
quiefce with his Offers. But Demojihenes, who 
had Itudied, more than Phocion, the Genius and 
Turn of Mind of Philip ; and was perfuaded, that, 
according to his ufual Cuftom, his only View was 
to am ufe and impofe upon the Athenians, pre- 
vented their liitning to his pacific Propofals. 

Twas very much the Intereft of that Prince, to 
terminate immediately a War, which fiil'd him 
with the moft gloomy Reflexions ; and the fre- 
quent Depredations of the Athenian Privateers, 
who inferred the Sea bordering upon his Dominions, 
gave him the higheft Uneannels. For they quite 
put a Stop to Trade; and prevented, not only his 
ubjc&s, from exporting any of the Products of 
Macedonia into other Countries ; but Foreigners, 
from importing into bis Kingdom, the feveral 
Things that it flood in need of But Philip was 
fenfiblc, that it would be impoffible for him to 
put an End to this War, and free himfelf from the 
many anxious Thoughts it rnifed in his Mind, ex- 
cept he could excite the Thcjfa/ians and Tbebans a- 
gainft Athuis. He could not yet attack that City, 
with any Advantage, either by Sea or Land : His 
naval F orces were, at this Time, inferior to thofe 
of that Commonwealth ; and the Paffage by Land 
to Attica would have been fhut againfl: him, as 
long as the Vhcffalians refufed to join with him, 
and till the Tin bans ailow'd him a free Pa (Tag e. 
At the fame Time, in Cafe, with the Vfew of 

, he 



P rl : 



prompting them to declare War againfl Athens 
had alcrib'd no other Motive for it than his 
vate F.nmity, he was very fenfiblc that it would 
not affect either of the Nations : But, in Cafe he 
c >uld once prevail with them to appoint him their 
Chief, (upon the fpecious Pretence of cfpoufing 
their Quarrel) he then hoped it would be eaiier 
for him to make them acquiefce with his Defires, 
cither by Perfuafion or Deceit. 

This was his Aim, the fmalleft Traces of which 
it highly co.iuruVi him fo conceal; in order nor 

to 
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to give the Icaft Opportunity for any one to fu- 
fpect the Dcfign he meditated. However, as in 
every City, he had hired Penfioners, whe fenc him 
Notice of whatever pafled, and by that Means 
were of great Ufe to him ; (and indeed he rewarded 
them very liberally, (by their Machinations, he 
raifed Divifions among the Ozola, of Locris, other- 
wife called the Locrenfcs of Ampbifa, from their 
capital City fo named : Their Country was fituated 
between JEtolia and Pbocis ; and they were ac- 
cufed of having prophaned a Spot of facred 
Ground, by ploughing up the CirrhammCampum, 
or the Girrnean Field, which lay very near the 
Temple of Delphos. The Reader has now feen 
howluch a Complaint as this, gave Rife to the 
firft facred War. This Affair was to be heard be- 
fore the AmphicJyons ; and had 'Philip cmploy'd, 

in his own Favour, any known or fufpicious A- 
gent, he plainly faw that the Thebans, and the 
'fheffalians , would infallibly fbrmife fome Defign 
was hatching ; in which Cafe, thofe various Na- 
tions would not have fail'd to have ftood upon 
their Guard. 

But Philip acted ftill more artfully ; he carry- 
ing on his Defigns by Perfons in the Dark, by 
which Means they were kept inviolably fecret. By 
the Afliduity of his Penfioners in Athens, he had 
caufed AUfcbines, who was entirely devoted to him, 
to bechofen one of the Pylagori, by which Name 
thofe were called, who were fent by the feveral 
Greek Cities to the A (Tern bly of the -Ampbitt ons. 
The fnftant he was come into it, he exerted him- 
felf .fo much the more ftrenuoufly in 'Philip's Fa- 
vour, as a Citizen of Athens, which had declared 
openly again ft this Prince, was lefs fufpe&ed. 
Upon his Remonftrances, a Defcent was appoint- 
ed, in order to vifitthe Spot of Ground, of which 
the Amphijfians had hitherto been look'd upon as 
the lawful PoflefTors ; but which they now were 
accufed of ufurping, by a moft wicked and facri- 
legious Ac*. 

Whilft the Amphiclyons were rifiting the Spot 
of Ground in Queftion, the Locrenfes fall upon 
them at unawares . pour in a Shower of Darts, and 
oblige them to fly. So open an Outrage raifed 
Animofity and War againlt thefe Locrenfes, and 
thereupon Cottypbus, one of the Amybitljons, 
brought into the Field an Army, with which he 
intended to punifli the Rebels ; buc many not com- 
ing to the Place appointed, this Army broke up 
%vithout doing the Icaft Execution. In the fol- 
lowing Aflembly of the Amphitfyons, the Affair 
was debated very ferioufly : 'Twas there that JEf 
chines exerted all the Powers his Eloquence, and, 
by a ftudied Oration, proved to the Deputies or 
Reprefentatives, either that they muft a fiefs rhem- 
felves, to fupport foreign Soldiers and punifh the 
Rebels, or elfe cleft Philip for their General. 
The Deputies, in order to favc their Common- 
wealth the Ex pence, and fee u re them from the 
Dangers and Fatigues of a War, took this laft 
Rcfolution. Upon which, by a publick Decree, 
Embaffadors were fent to Phi hp of Mace don, who, 
in the Name of Apollo, and the Amphitlyons % im- 
plore his Afliftance* befecch him not to neglect: 
theCaufcof that God, which the impious Amphif- 
Jians make their Sport ; and notify to him, that 
for this Purpofe all the Greeks, who compofed the 
AmphicJyomc Body, elect him for their General, 
with full Power to aft as he (lull think proper. 
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This was the Honour to which Philip had long 
afpired, the Aim of all his Views, and of the fe- 
veral Engines he had fet at work till that Time. 
He therefore did not Iofe a Moment, but imme- 
diately afTembled his Forces, and march'd (.by a 
Feint) towards the Cirrbean Field $ and forgetting 
now both the Cirr beans and the Locrenfes, who 
had only ferved as a fpecious Pretence for his Jour- 
ney, and for whom he had not the lcaft Regard; 
he poflcfled himfelf of Elatea, the greateft City 
in Phocis, ftanding on the River Cephijfus ; and the 
moft properly ficuatcd for the Dcfign he mediated, 
to bridle the Thebans, who now began to open 

their Eyes, and to perceive the Danger they were 
in. 

This Ncws> being brought to Athens in the 
Evening, fpread a Terror through every Part of 
it. The next Morning an Aflembly was fummon'J, 
when the Herald, as was the ufuai Cuftom, cry'd 
with a loud Voice, Who among you will afcend the 
Rofira? However, no Perfon appear'd for that 
Purpofe ; upon which he repeated the Invitation 
feveral Times, buc ftill no one rofc up, though 
all the Generals and Orators were prefect ; and al- 
though the common Voice of the Country, with 
repeated Cries, conjur'd fome one to open with a 
falutary Counfel : For, fays D emojihc?ie s , from 
whom thefe Particulars arc borrow'd, whenever 
the Voice of the Herald fpeaks in the Name of 
the Laws, it ought to be confider'd as the Voice of 
the Country. During this general Silence, occa- 
fion'd by the univerfal Alarm with which the 
Minds of the Athenians were feized, Demojihcnes, 
animated at the Sight of the great Danger his 
Fellow-Citizens were in, afcends the Rojira, whence 
he endeavours to revive the drooping Athenians, 
and infpire them with Sentiments fuitable to the 
prefent Juncture and the Neceftities of the State. 
Excelling equally in Politicks and in Oratory, he, 
by the Extent of his fuperior Genius, ftxikes out a 
Counfel, which points out to the Athenians how 
they are to a£h both at home and abroad ; by 
Land, as well as by Sea. 

The People of Athens were under a double Er- 
ror, with Regard to the Thebans, which he There- 
fore endeavour'd to difpel : They fancy 'J this Peo- 
ple were inviolably attach'd, both from fntcrcft 
and inclination, tophilip ; but he proves to them, 
that the Majority of the Thebans waited only an 
Opportunity to declare againft that Monarch ; and 
chat the Conqucft of Elaiea points out to them 
what they are to expect from him. On the orher 
Side, they look'd upon the Thebans, as their moft: 
ancient and moft dangerous Enemies, and there- 
fore could not prevail with themfelves to indulge 
them the Icaft Relief, in the Daoger with which 
they were chrcatned. It muft be eonfcib'J, than 
there had always been an open Hatred, between 
the Thebans and Athenians; which was carry 'J fo 
far, that Pindar was fentenced by the Thebans to 
pay a confiderable Fine, for having applauded 
the City of Athens in one of his Poems. How- 
ever, JJetno/lhenes, notwithstanding that Prejudice 
had taken iuch deep Root in the Mind* of the 
People, declared in their Favour; and proved to 
the Athenians, that their own Intereft lay at Stake ; 
and chat they could not pleafe Philip more, than 
in leaving 'Ihebes to his Mercy, the Ruin of which 
(he declared) would open him a tree Putfagc to 
At he nu 
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Dcmojlhenes afterwards difcovcrs to them, tr 
Views of Pttliv in taking that City. « V\ hs 
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** 'then "is his Defign* and wherefore did he pof- 
« lefs himiclf of Elate u ? He is defirous, on one 
" Side, to encourage thofe ot his Fa&ion in Thebes, 
" and to infpirc tnem with greater Boldnefs, by 
" appearing at the Head ot his Army, and ad- 
'* vancire The vaiious Preparations of War round 
'< thai City- Ou the other Side, he would ttrike, 
•< unexpectedly, the oppofite Faction, and awe 
" them iu fuch a Manner, as may enable him 
•« co wet the b.trcr of it, either by f error or by 
« Scxci.-th. tfv/7./>, fays he, preienbes the Man- 
" ncr in which you ought to ad, by the Example 
" he himfelr fets you. Aifemble, under Ehufts, 
" a Body of Athenians, of an Age fit tor Service } 
« ard lupporc them by your Cavalry : By chis 
*< Step you li prove to all Greece, that you are 
ready arnYd to defend yourfelves ; and you'll 
" infpi'rc your Partifans in I hebes with iuch Re- 
'« foiution, as may enable them both to fupporc 
< f their Reafons, and to make Head agamlt the 
»• oppofite Party* when they (hall perceive, thac 
" as thole, who fell their Country to Philip, have 
«- Forces in Elated ready to affilt them upon Oc- 
«• cation; in like Manner thofe, who will fight 
for rhe Preservation of their own Liberties, 
«■ have \ou ac cheir Gates, ready to defend them 
" in caVe of an Invafion." Dcmojlhenes added, 
that it would be proper for them to fend Embatia- 
Jors immediately to the different Nations of Greece, 
and to the IhbJns in Particular, to engage chem 
in a common League asjainft Philip. 

This prudent and falutary Counfel was follow'd 
in every Particular; and in Confequence thereof 
a Decree was form^, in which, after relating the 
different Enterprizes by which Philip had infring'd 
the Peace, it continues thus : " For this Reafon, 
tc the Senate and People of Athens, ftudioufly rc- 
" coliecdrg the Magnanimity of their Anceltors, 
• c who preferred the Liberty of Greece to the Safety 
" of their own Country, have refolved, that after 
" offering up Prayers 'and Sacrifices, to call down 
" the AliTitance of the tutelar Gods, and Demi- 
» Ciods of Athens and Attica, Two hundred Sail 
" of Ships Hi all be rut to Sea: That the Admiral 
" of their Fleet fhall go, as foon as poffible, and 
" cruize on the on the other Side or the Pafs of 
'< rhc Tkci mopjifa , at the fame Time that the 
<f Land Generals, at the Head of a confiderable 
Body of Horfe and Foot, fhall march and en- 
camp in the Neighbourhood of Eleujis : That 
" Jimbafladors fhall likewife be fent to the other 
** G rules \ but" fi fit to the Thcbans, as thefe are 
" molt threatned by Philip. Let them be exhort- 
" id, not to dread that Prince in any Manner; 
" but to mai/. tain couragcoufly their particular 
" inclepe..den:e, and the common Liberty of all 
" Gm\e, And let it be declared to them, that 
^ i hough formerly fome Motives of Difconteric 
" m!"'»t have coo I'd the reciprocal Friendfliip 
" bLtv.ccri them, neverthclefs the Athenian* 9 ob- 
• c hteratin^ the Remembrance of pa ft Trnnfacli- 
k ons, will now alliffc them with Men, Money, 
" Jsive ins and all Kindi of military Weapena; 
" pei funded that fuch as are natives of Greece, 
" may, very honourably, difpute with one ano- 
tc t her for Pre-eminence j but that they can never, 
" without tarnifhing the Glory of the Gmkt M and 
** dcro^ATu.a from the Virtue of their Anceltors, 
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" fuller a Foreigner to deprive them of this Fre- 
" eminence i nor confent to fo ignominious a 
" Slavery- " 

Dcmojlhenes, who was at the Head of this Em- 
bally, immediately fee out for Thebes ; and, in- 
deed, he had no Time to lofe, fince Philip might 
reach Attica in two Days. This Prince alfo lent 
Ernbalfadors to Thebes : Among thefe Python was 
•the Chief, who diftinguifh'd himfclf greatly by 
his lively, perfuafive Eloquence, which it was 
fcarce poillble co withftand; fo that the reft of 
the Deputies were mere Novices in Comparifon to 
him ; however, he here met with more than his 
Match. And, indeed, Demoflhcnes, in an Oration 
where he relates the Services he had done the 
Commonwealth, expatiates very ftrongly on this ; 
and places the happy Succefs of fo important a 
Negotiation, at the Head of his political Ex- 
ploits. 

It was of the utmoft Importance for the Atbe* 
fiians to draw the Thcbans into the Alliance j they 
being Neighbours co -Attica, and cover'd it; hav- 
ing Troops excellently well difciplin'd, which 
had been look'd upon, from the Time of the fa- 
mous Victories of LcucJra and Mantinea, among 
the different Nations of Greece, as thofe who held 
the firft Rank for Valour and Skill in War. To 
efFeft.this was no very eafy Matter j not only be- 
caufe of che greac Service Philip had lacely done 
them, during the War of Pbocis-, but likewife, 
becaufe of che inveterate, and open Antipathy, 

between Thebes and Athens. 

Philips Deputies fpoke firft : They difplay'd, 
and fee in che ftrongeft Light, che KindnefTes with 
which he had loaded the Tbebans, and the innu- 
merable Evils which the Athenians had made them 
fufFer : They chen reprefented, Co the utmoft Ad- 
vancage, che greac Benefit they might reap from 
the laying wafte of Attica ; che Flocks, Goods, 
and Power of which, would be broughc into their 
City ; whereas, by joining- in League with the 
Athenians, Bceotia would thereby become the Seat 
of War, and would alone fuffer the LofTes, De- 
predations, Burnings, and all other Calamities, 
which are the inevitable Confequences of it 5 And 
they concluded with recjuefting, either that che 
Thebans would join cheir Forces, to chofe of Philip, 
againft che Athenians ; or, ac leaft, chac chey would 
permic him co pafs through cheir Territories, in 
order Co penecrace into Attica. 

The Love which Demqfthtnes bore to his Coun- 
try, and a juft Indignation ac the Infincericy and 
Ufurpation of Philip, had already animated him 
enough 5 But the Sight of an Orator, who feem'd 
to difpute with him che Superiorly of Eloquence, 
raifed his Zeal to a much ftrongcr Pitch, and 
heightned his Ardour ftill more. To the captious 
Arguments of Python, he oppofed the A£Hon& 
thcmfelves of Thilip, and particularly che late 
taking of Elatea, which evidently difcover'd his 
Dcfigns. He reprefented him as a reft lefs, enter* 
prifmg, ambitious, crafty, perfidious Prince, who 
had form'd a Dcfign to invade all Greece j but who, 
to fucceed the better in his Schemes, was deter- 
min'd to attack che different Nations of it fingly : 
A Prince, whofe pretended Beneficence was only 
a Snare, J aid to entrap fuch credulous Minds a> 
did not know him, merely Co difarm thofe, whofe 
Zeal for the publick Liberty might be an Obftacle 
to his Attempts. He prov*dto them, that the Con- 
quell 



P HI LIT, King 

que ft of Attica, fo far from fat ia ting the immca- 
iurable Avidity of that l/Turper, would only give 
him an Opportunity of fubjefting Thebes, and the 
reft of the Cities of Greece. That therefore, the 
Intereft of thefe two Commonwealths being infe- 
parable, they ought to quite craze the Remem- 
brance of their former Divifions, and join all their 
Forces to repel the common Enemy. 

The Thebans were not long in determining : 
The ftrong Eloquence of Demojihcncs, fays an Hi- 
ftorian, blowing into their Soul like an impetuous 
Wind, there lighted up again fo ftrong a Zeal 
for their Country, and fo mighty a Pallion lor Li- 
berty, that, banilhing from their Minds every Idea 
of Fear, of Prudence, or Gratitude, they were 
tranfported and inchanted by his Oration, like as 
with a Fit of Enthu/iafm, and inflamed with no 
other Pallion than the Love of true Glory. Here 
we have a Proof, of the mighty Afcendant, which 
Eloquence has over the Minds of Men 5 efpecially 
when it is heightned by a Love and Zeal for the 
publick Good. One fingle Man fway'd all Things 
at his Will, in the AfTemblies of Athens and Thebes, 
where he was equally loved, refpe£ted, and fear- 
ed. 

Philip* quite alarm'd, and confounded, by the 
Union of thefe two Nations, fent Embaffadors to 
the j4thcnia?is, to rcqueft them not to levy an 
arm'd Force, but to live in Harmony with him. 
However, their Minds were too juftly alarm'd and 
exafperated, to liftcn to any Accomodation ; and 
they would no longer depend on the Word of a 
Prince, whofe whole Aim was to deceive. Upon 
this, every one prepared for War, and the Soldiery 
difcover'd an incredible Ardour. However, many 
cvil-difpofed Perfons endeavour'd to extinguifh. or 
damp it, by the Account of feveral fatal Omens 
and terrible Predictions, which the Prieftefs of 
Delphos was faid to have utter'd: But Demofthencs, 
trulfing firmly in the Armament of the Greeks, 
and encoura^'d wonderfully by the Number and 
Bravery of the Troops, who panted to come in 
Sight of the Enemy, would not fufYcr them to be 
amufed with thefe Oracles and frivolous Predictions. 
'Twas on this Occafion he faid, that the Prieftefs 
Philippis'd, meaning that 'twas Philips Money 
which raifed the Enthufiafm of the Prieftefs ; open'd 
her Mouth, and made the God fpeak whatever fhe 
thought proper He reminded the Thebans of their 
Mpamifwndas, and the Athenians of their Pericles ; 
who confidcr'd thefe Oracles and Predictions as 
idle Scare-crows, and confulted their Heafon only. 
Upon this, the Athenian Army let out immcei- 
ately, and march'd to Eleufts ; and the Thebans, 
furpriz'd at the Diligence of their Confederates, 
join'd them, when both waired the coming up of 
the Enemy's Army. 

On the other Side, Philip, not having been able 
to prevent the Thebans from uniting with thofe of 
Alt hem* nor to draw the latter into an Alliance 
with him, a (rem bled all his Forces, and enter \J 
Pajotia. This Army confined of Thirty thou fund 
Foot, and Two thoufand Horfc ; but that of the 
Knemy was not quire fo numerous It may be af- 
firm'd, that the Courage of the Soldiers on each 
bide was equal ; hut the Merits of the Chiefs was 
not fo. And, indeed, what Warrior was compar- 
able to Philip at that Time ? I phi crates, Chafa ias y 
Timothetfi, all famous .Athenian C;ipra in.-; , were no 
more. Phono;/, indeed, might have oppofed him ; 
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bur, not to mention that this War had been under- 
taken again! this Advice, the contrary Faction had 
excluded him the Command, and had appointed 
as Generals, Chares, who was univerfaily tlcfpifcd, 
and Lyficle^, who was diftinguiflvd for nothing 
but his rafli and prcfumptuous Boldnefs. Tis the 
Choice of fuch Leaders as thefe (a Choi c which is 
regulated wholly by Faction) that paves the Way 
to the Ruin of States. 

The two Armies encamp'd near Cbaronea, a 
City of Ba'otia. Philip gave the Command of his 
Left- Wing to his Son Alexander, who was hen 
but fixtcen or feventeen Years of Age, having jolt- 
ed his a blcit Officers near him ; and he himfelf 
took the Command of the Right- Wing. In the 
oppoHce Army, the Thebans rorm'd the Righ:- 
Wing, and the Athenians the Lefr. 

At Sun- rife, the Signal being given on both 
Sides, the Combat was bloody, and the Victory a 
long 1 ime dubious : Each Party exerted itfelf in 
a moft wonderful Manner. Alexander, at that 
Time, infpired with the nobleft Fire, and endea- 
vouring to fignalize himfelf, in order to aniwer 
the Confidence his Father had placed in him, un- 
der whofe Eye he fought, in Quality of a Com- 
mander, ('for the firfr. Time)^ difcover'd, in this 
Battle, all the Capacity which could have been 
expected from a Veteran, and the Intrepidity of a 
young Warrior. 'Twas he who broke, after a 
long and vigorous Refinance, the Sacred Battalion 
of the Thebans, which was the Flower of their 
Army. The Reft of the Troops, who were 
round Alexander, being encouraged by his Exam- 
ple, quite put them to Flight. 

On the Right- Wing, 'Philips who was deter- 
min'd not to yield to his Son, charg'd che Athe- 
nians with great. Vigour, and began to make them 
retire. However, they foon relum'd their Cou- 
rage, and recover'd their firfl: Poft : When Lypcles, 
one of the two Generals, having broke into fome 
Troops which form'd the Centre of the Alaccdo- 
nians, fancy'd he had already gain'd the Victory ; 
and, fili'd with a rafli Confidence, cry'd out, 
Come on y my Lads, let us purfue them into Afacedon. 
Whereupon Philip, perceiving that the Athenians, 
inftead of feizirig the Advantage which prefented 
itfelf (that of falling upon his Phalanx in Flank) 
purfued his Troops too vigoroufly ; cry'd out, 
with a calm Tone of Voice, The Athenians dofCt 
knoivhow to conquer. Immediately he commanded 
his Phalanx to wheel about to a little Eminence; 
and perceiving that the Athenians, then in Difor- 
der, were wholly bent on purfuing thofe whom 
they had broke through, falls upon them with his 
Phalanx, and, attacking them both in Flank and 
Rear, quite puts them to Flight. 'Twas at this 
Battle, that Demojlhems, being a greater State I'm an 
than a Warrior, and more capable of giving; 
wholefome Counfel in his Harangues, than of 
fup porting them by an intrepid Courage, threw 
down his Arms, and fled with the Reir. 'Twas 
even pretended, that in his Flight, his Gown be- 
ing carch'd by a Bramble, he imaginVl that fori e 
oi the Enemy itopt him; upon which he cry'd 
aloud, Sparc my Life. Upwards of a Thoufand 
Athenians Jay dead in the Field of Battle, and 
above Two thoufand were taken Prifoners, among 
whom was Demades the Orator ; and the Lofs was 
as great on the Theban Side. Philip, after having 
let up a Trophy, and ofler'd to the Gods a Sacrifice 
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of Thanks tor hisViclory, diftributed Rewards to 
the Officers and Soldiers, each according to* His 
Merit, and the Rank he held. 

His Conduct after this Victory (hews, that it Is 
much eafier for a Man to overcome an Enemy* 
than to conquer himfelf, 3iid fupprefs hisPailions. 
Upon his coming from a grand Entertainment, 
which he had given his Offi cers, being equally 
tranfported with Joy, and the Fumes of Wine, 
he hurry 'd to the Spot where the Battle had been 
fought, and thrre infulring the dead Bodies, with 
which the Field was Itrew'd, he turn'd into a Song, 
the Beginning of the Decree, which D efnojlhenc s 
had publifli'd to excite the Greeks to this War; 
and fung thus, hlmfelf beating Time j Demofthe- 
nes, tire Fceonian, Son of Demoithcncs^ h»is faid. 
Evtry Perfon was fhock'd, to fee the King diftio- 
nourhirnfclf by this Behaviour, and tarniuH his 
Glory, by an Action fo unworthy a King, and a 
Conqueror ; but no one open'd his Lips about it : 
Info much that Denudes, the Orator, who; though 
his Body was inflav'd, was yet free in his own 
Mind, was the only Perfon who dar'd to make 
him fenfible of the Indecency of this Treatment, 
by crying aloud, Ah 3 Sir, flnce Fortune has given 
you the Part of Agamemnon * why do you aff that 
^Therfites? Thefe Words, which glow'd with fo 
generous a Liberty, open'd his Eyes, and made 
him turn chem inward : And, fo far from being 
difplcas'd with Demades^ he elteem'd him the 
more upon that Account ; indulged him in the 
greatetr Civilities, and rais'd him to the higheit 
Honours. 

From this Moment Philip feem'd quite chang'd, 
both in his Difpofition and Behaviour, as though, 
fays an Hiftorian, the Converfation of Demades 
ha'd foften'd his Temper* and introdue'd him to 
the familiar Acquaintance of the Attick Graces. 
He fet free all the Athenian Captives, without re- 
quiring any Ranfom, and gave the gfeateft Part 
of them Cloaths ; hoping, by this kind Treatment,* 
to gain the Favour of a Commonwealth, which 
boaited fo much Power, as that of the Athenians : 
By which (fays Polybius) he gain'd a fecond Tri- 
umph, more glorious for himielf, and even more 
advantageous than the flrft ; for in the Battle, his 
Courage had prerail'd over none but thofe who 
were prefent in it ; but on this Occafionj his 
Goodnefs and Clemency gain'd him a whole Ci- 
ty, and fubjected every Heart to him. He re- 
new'd with the Athenians the antient Treaty of 
Fricndlhip and Alliance ; and granted the Boeo- 
tians a Peace, after having left a ftrong Garrifon 
in Thebes, 

We are told, that Jfocrates, the moft celebrated 
Rhetorician of that Age, who lov'd his Country 
with the utmolr. Tcndernefs, could not furvive the 
Danger to which it was expofed, and Ignominy, 
with which it was cover'd, by the Lois of the 
Battle or* Charonea. The Infra nt he rcceiv'd the 
News of it, being uncertain what Ufc Philip would 
make of his Victory, and, detcrmin'd to die a 

Freernaib he hafren'd his find,- by abftaining from 
Food. He was ninety -four Years of Ace. 
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when it Would hare been no Wonder, L:d the 
Multitude; who were feiz-'d with Terror and A- 
larms, given Way to an Emocion of blind Xeal, 
againlr. the Man whom they miglit have confider'J , 
in fome Mcafure^ as the Author of this dread iu! 
Calamity ; even at that very fnitant, the People 
fubmitted entirely to the Counfels ofDemp/lhcfiu. 
The Precautions that were taken to pott Guards, 
to raife the Walls, and repair the Moats, were all 
in Confequence of his Advice. He him felf 
appointed to futnifh ProviJions, and repair the 
Walls; which latter Com million he executed with 
fo much Generofity, that it gain'd Kim the greatest 
Honour 5 and for which; at the Requeft or Gt'efi- 
phon, a Crown of Gold was decreed him, as a 
Reward for his having pre fen ted the Corrimdn- 
wealth with a Sum of Money out of his own 
Eltate, fufficicnt to defray the Expence of repairing 
the Walls. 

After the Battle of Charonea, fiich Orators as 
had formerly op pofed Demojihenes, having all rofe 
up; in Concert, as it Were, againft him 3 and 
having cited him to take his Trials according td 
Law ; the People not only declar'd him innocent 
of the fever al Accufations they laid to his Charge; 
but conferr'd more Honours upon him than he had 
enjoy 'd before ; fo ftrongly did their Veneration 
for his .Zeal and Fidelity overbalance the Efforts 
of Calumny and Malice. 

The Athenians, who were a fickle, wavering 
People, and apt to punifh their own Errors and 
Omiflions, in the PerfonS of thofe, whofe Defigns 
were often render'd abortive, for no other Reafon 
than becaufe they had been executed too flowly 5 
in thus crowning Demofthenes, in the Midli of a 
publick Calamity, which he alone feem'd to have 
Drought upon themi pay the moft glorious Ho- 
mage to his Abilities and Integrity. By this fd 
wilej and brave a Conduct, they feerh, in fortie 
Meafure, to confefs their own Error, in not having 
follow'd hisCounfelj either fully or early enough; 
and to confefs themfelves alone gttilty df all the 
Evils which had befallen them. 

But the People did not ftop here : Trie fioneS 
of fuch as had been kill'd in the Battle of Charo- 
nea, having been brought io Athens to be interr'6% 
they appointed Demojihenes to compofe the Elogium 
of thofe brave Men ; a manifeft Proof that they 
did not afcribe to him the ill Succefs of the 
Battle, but to Providence only, who difpofes of 
human Events at Pleafure ; a Circumftance whicH 
was exprefly taken Notice of, in the fnfeription; 
engrav'd on the Monument of thofe illuKriou* 
deceafed Warriors. 

This Earth entombs thofe ViFlims to the State, 
Ifbo Jell a glorious Sacrifice to Zeal 
Greece, on the Point of wearing Tyrant-Chains; 
By the great c Dcath of thefe , ejeap'd the Toke. 
This Jupiter decreed : No Effort y Mortals, 
Can face you from the Will of Fate, 
To Gods aloHe this Attribute belongs, 
And to enjoy refin'd, unchanging BUJu 



Demojihenes feem'd ic fly to have occafion'd the 
'.id Defeat, which Athens receiv'd at this Time, 



fad 

and which gave its Power fuch a Wound, as it 
never recover'd. But yet, at the very Inftant that 
the Athenians heard of this bloody Overthrow, 
whieb a I leek- d fo great a Number of Families 5 



This is the fdlid Anfwcr, which Demojihenes 
oppofes to /Efchincsi who was perpetually reproach- 
ing him with having occafion'd the Lofs of the 
Battle in Qneftion. te Cenfurc- me (fays he) for 
" the Counfels I give ; but, don't calumniate nit* 

% * tor the ill Succefs of them. I'or it is the Su 

ruram 
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*' pream Being, who conduces and terminates all 
*' Things; whereas, ic is from the Nature of the 
*' Counfel itfclf that we are to judge of the In- 
** tention of him who offers it. If, therefore, 
«* Philip has conquered by the Event ; don't im- 
« pure that to me as a Crime, fincc it is God, and 
€t not myfelf, who difpofed of the Vittory. But, 
* f if you can prove that I did not exert myfelf 
«* with Probity, Vigilance, and fuch an Activity 
as was indefatigable, and fuperior to my 
" Strength : If with thefe I did not feek, I did 
** not employ every Method which human Pru- 
t€ dence could fuggeft; and did not infpire the 
C€ rnoft neceflary and noble Refolutions, fuch as 
** were truly worthy of Athenians ; fhew me this, 
C€ and then give what Scope you pleafe to your 

tc Accufations." 

He afterwards employs the bold, fublime Fi- 

fure following, which is look'd upon as the mod 
eautiful Paflaee in his Orations, and isfo highly 
applauded by Longinus. To juftify his own Con- 
duel:, and prove to the Athenians, that they did 
not do Wrong in giving Philip Battle, he is not 
barely fatisfy'd with exhibiting, in a jejune Man- 
ner, the Example of the great Men, who had 
fought for the lame Caufe in the Plains of Mara- 
thon, at Salamis, and before Plata* : No, he acts 
in a quite different Manner, fays he ; and on a 
fudden, as though he were infpir'd by fome God, 
and pofTeired with the Spirit of Apollo himfelf, 
cries out, fwearing by thofe brave Defenders of 
Greece : No, 0 People ! Ton have not err 9 d. I 
[wear by thofe i- lujlrious Men who fought on Land 
at Marathon and Platase 5 at Sea before Salamis 
and Artemifium ; and fo many more, all who were 
honoured by the Commonwealth with the folemn Rites 
of Burial ; and not thefe only who were crown'd 
with Succefs, and came off victorious. " Would 
€t not one conclude (fays Longinus) that, by 
" changing the natural Air of the Proof, in this 
" grand and pathetick Manner, of affirming, by 
** Oaths of fo extraordinary a Nature, he deifies, 
in fome Meafure, thofe antient Citizens 5 and 
* c makes all who die thus glorioufly, to be con- 
«• fider'd as fo many Gods, by whofe Names we 

*< ought to fwear." 

We have already obferv'd in another Place, 
how naturally apt thefe Orations (fpoke in a rnoft 
folemn Manner, to the Glory of thofe who loft 
their Lives in fighting for the Caufe of Liberty) 
were to infpire the Athenian Youth with a ftrong 
Love for their Country, and a mighty Thirft to 
fignalize thcmfelvcs in Battle. 

Another Ceremony praftifed to the Children of 
thofe whofe Fathers dy'd in the Bed of Honour, 
was no lefs efficacious to infpire them with a Love 
for Virtue. In a celebrated Feftival, in which 
Shews were exhibited to all the People, an He- 
rald came upon the Stage, and there fhewing 
young Orphans cloath'd in a compleat Suit of 
Armour, he ufed to cry with a loud Voice : Ihefe 
young Orphans, whom an immature Death* in the 
Mi till of "Dangers, has dtp rived of their i I lujlrious 
Fathers > have found in the 'People a Parent, who 
has tak en Care 0/ them till they were come from a 
State of Infancy, And now they fend them back-, 
arm\l Capa-pe, to follow, un fer the mofr happy - 
dnfpiect, their own Affairs \ and invites each of 
them to /hive for the chief Employments of the 
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State. By fuch Methods as thefe, martial Bra- 
very, a Love for one's Country, and an Affe&ion 
for Virtue and folid Glory, are perpetuated in a 
State. 

h was the very Year of the Battle of Charonea, 
and two Years before the Death of Philip, that 
ALfchines drew up an Accufation again ft Ctefiphon, 
or rather a gain ft Demojlhenes : But the Caufe was 
not pleaded till feven or eight Years after, about 
the fifth or fixth Year of Alexander's Reign ; for 
which Reafon, we £hall not fpeak of it till that 

Period. 

We may affirm, that the Battle of Charonea 
enflav'd the Grecians : Macedon, at that Time, 
with no more thanThirty thoufand Soldiers, gain'd 
a Point, which Perfia, with Millions of Men, had 
attempted unfuccefsfully at Plataa, Salamis, and 
Marathon. Philip, in the Beginning of his Reign, 
had repulfed, divided, and difarrn'd his Enemies. 
In the fucceeding Years, he had fubjefted, by Ar- 
tifice, or Force, the rnoft powerful Nations of 
Greece \ and had made himfelf the Arbiter of that 
Country : But afterwards he prepared co revenge 
the Injuries which Greece had receiv'd from the 
Barbarians^ and meditated no lefs a Project, than 
the Deftruction of their Empire. The greateft 
Advantage he gain'd by this laft Victory (and 
this was the Object he long had in View, and 
never loft Sight of) was, to get himfelf appointed, 
in the Affembly of the Greeks, their Generaliflimo 
againft the Perfians. In this Quality he made 
Preparations, in order to invade this mighty King- 
dom. He nominated, as Leaders of Part of his 
Forces, At talus and Parmenio, two of his Cap- 
tains, on whofe Valour and Wifdom he chiefly 
rely'd, and made them fet out for Afia Minor. 

But, whilft every Thing Abroad fmiTd upon 
Philip, he found the utmoft Uneafinefs at Home $ 
Difcord and Diforder reigning in every Part of 
his Family. The four Temper of Olympias, who 
was naturally jealous, cholerick and vindictive, 
raifed Diflenfions perpetually in it, which made 
Philip, almoft out of Love with Life. Not to 
mention, that as he himfelf had defil'd the Mar- 
riage-Bed, Hiftorians relate, that his Confort had 
repaid his Infidelity. But, whether he had a juu> 
Subject of Complaint, or was grown weaiy of 
Oiympias, it is certain, he proceeded fo far as to 
divorce her. Alexander, who had been difgqfted 
upon feveral other Accounts, was highly offended 
at this Affront, which was puc upon his Mo- 
ther. 

Philip, after divorcing Oiympias, had marry'd 
Cleopatra, Niece to At talus, a very young Lady, 
whofe Beauty was fo exquifite, that he could not 
rcfift its Charms : And, whilft they were in the 
Midft of the Nuptial Solemnity, and heated with 
Wine, Attalus, who was Uncle to the new Queen, 
by the Mother's Side, took it into his Head to 
fay, that the Macedonians would do well to befeech 
the Gods to give them a lawful Succcflbr to their 
King. Upon this, Alexander, who was naturally 
cholerick, cxafperated at thefe injurious Words, 
cry'd out, U^rttch that thou art, doji thou then 
take me for a Ballard? And, at the fame Time, 
flung a Cup at his Head. Attalus return'd the 
Compliment, upon which the Quarrel grew warm- 
er. Philip, who fat at another Table, was very 
much offended to fee the Mirth interrupted in this 

Man- 
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Manner; and not recollecting that he was lame, 
drew his Sword, and ran directly at his Son. Hap- 
pily, the Father fell, fo that the Guefts had 5 an 
Opportunity of flopping in between- them : The 
greateft Difficulty was, to keep Alexander from 
rufhing upon his Ruin. Exafperaced at a Succeflion 
of fuch heinous Affronts, in Spite of all the Guefts 
could fay, concerning the Duty he ow'd 'Philip, 
as his Father, and his Sovereign, yet he breath'd 
his Refentment in the bitter Words following : 
The Macedonians, indeed, have a Captain there, 
■who is vaftly able to crofs from Europe into Afia; 
he, who cannot fiep from one Table to another, with- 
out running the Hazard of breaking his Neck. Af- 
ter thefe Words, he left the Hail, and taking 0- 
lympias, his Mother, along with him, who had 
been fo injurioufly treated, he conducted her to 
JEpirtiSy whilft himfelf went over to the Illy- 
rians. 

In the mean Time, Demaratus of Corinth, who 
was bound to Philip by the Laws of Hofpitality, 
and was very free and familiar with him, arriv'd 
at his Court. After the rirft Compliments and 
Civilities were over, 'Philip ask'd him, whether 
the Greeks were in Amity ; It indeed becomes you 
well, Sir (reply'd Hem jratus) to be concerned about 
Greece ; you who have filled your own Houfe with 
Feuds and Diffe?ifions. The Prince, fenfibly affected 
with this Reproach, came to himfelf, acknow- 
ledged his Error, and fent Demat at us to Alexander, 
to perfuade him to return Home. 

During thefe Tranfa&ions, Philip ftill kept in 
View the Conqueft of Afta. Swell'd with the 
mighty Project he revolv'd, he confults the Gods 
to know what would be the Event. The Prieftefs 
reply'd, The Bullock is already crowned, his End 
draws nigh, and he will foon be facrific y d. Philip, 
hearing this, did not hefitate a Moment ; but in- 
terpreted, in his own Favour, the Oracle, the 
Ambiguity of which ought, at Jeaft, to have kept 
him in fome Sufpence. In order, therefore, that 
he might be in a Condition, to attend intirely to 
his Expedition againft the Per fans, and devote 
himfelf folcly to the Conqueft of Afjia ; he dif- 
patches with all poiTible Diligence his domeftick 
Affairs. After this, he offers up a folcmn Sacrifice 
to the Godsj and prepares ro celebrate, with in- 
credible Magnificence, in Egie, a City of Mace- 
donia, the Nuptials of Cleopatra, his Daughter, 
whom he gave in Marriage to Alexander, King of 
Efirrts, and Brother to Ohmpias, his Queen. He 
had invited to it the molt conliderable Perfons of 
Greece ; and heap'd upon them Friendships, and 
Honours of every Kind, by Way of Gratitude, for 
their Favour in electing him Generaliilimo of the 
Greeks. The Cities made their Court very affidu- 
oufly, by fending him Gold Crowns; and Athens 
dillinguifh'd itfelf above all the Reft. Neoptolemus, 
the Poet, had written, purpofely for that Feftival, 
a Tragedy, incitled Cinyras, in which, under bor- 
rowed Names, he reprefented that Prince, as al- 
ready Victor over Darius, and Mafler of Afia. 
Philip liften'd to thefe happy Prcfagcs with Joy; 
and, comparing them with the Anfwcr of the 
Oracle, imagin'd himfelf fure of the Conqueft. 
The Day after the Nuptials, Games and Shews 
were folcmn iz'J. As thefe form'd Part of the 
religious Worfhip, there were carry 'd in it, with 
great Pomp and Ceremony, twelve Statues of the 

Gods, carvVl with inimitable Art. A Thirteenth, 
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which furpafs'J them all in Magnificence, \v&% 
that of Philip, which reprefented him as a Ciod. 
The Hour was come, when he left the Palace, 
cloath'd in a white Robe; and advanced with an 
Air of Majefty, in the Midft of Acclamations, 
towards the Theatre, where a numbcrlefs Multi- 
tude of Macedonians, as well as Foreigners, waited 
his Arrival. His Guards march'd before, and 
behind;' leaving, by his Order, a conliderable 
Interval between themfelves and him, to give the 
Spectators a better Opportunity of furveying him ; 
and alfo to (hew, that he conliderM the Affecti- 
on which the Grecians bore him, as his fafeft 
G ua rd. 

But, all the Mirth and Pomp of thefe Nuptials, 
ended in the Murder of the King ; and it was his 
Refufal to do an Aft of Juftice, which broughc 
him to his End. Some Time before, j^t talus, in- 
flam'd with Wine at an Entertainment, had in* 
fulted, in the moft (hocking Manner, Paufanias, 
a young Macedonian Nobleman. The latter had 
long endeavour'd to revenge the cruel Affront, 
and was for ever imploring the Royal J u ft ice. 
But Philip, unwilling to difguft Alttalus, Uncle 
to Cleopatra, whom, as was before obferv'd, he 
had marry 'd, after his divorcing Olympias, his firft 
Queen, wo.uld never liften to the Complaints of 
Paufanias. However, to comfort him, in fome 
Meafure, and prove the high Efteem he had for> 
and the great Confidence he repos'd in him, he 
made him one of the chief Officers of his Life- 
Guard : But this was not what the young Macedo- 
nian required 5 whofe Anger now fwelling to Fury, 
he accufes his Judge, and forms a Defign to purge 
his Ignominy, by imbruing his Hands in a molt 
horrid Murther. 

When once a Man is determin'd to die, he is 
vaftly ftrong and formidable. 'Paufanias, the 
better to ^ put his bloody Defign in Execution, 
made choice of the Inftant in that pompous Cere- 
mony, when the Eyes of the whole Multitude 
were fix'd on the Prince j doubtlefs, to make his 
Vengeance more confpicuous, and proportion it 
to the Injury, of which he fancy'd he might juftiy 
make the King refponfible, fince he had fo long 
fought, in vain, to get proper Satisfaction from 
that Prince. Seeing him, therefore, alone in the 
great Space which they left round him, he ad- 
vances Forwards, ftabs him with a Dagger, and 
lays him dead at his Feet. Diodorus obferves, 
that he wds alTaftinated the very Inftant his Statue 
enter'd the Theatre. The A (Tallin had prepared 
Horfes ready for his Efcapc; and would have got 
off, had not an Accident happened, which ftopp'd 
him, and gave the PurfuersTimc to overtake him. 
Paufanias was then immediately torn to Pieces. 
Thus died Philip, at forty-feven Years of Age, 
after a Reign of twenty-four Years. Artaxetxcs 
Ochusy King of tyerfta, dy'd alfo the fame Year. 

jDcmo/lhcnes had private Notice fent him of 'Phi- 
lip's Death, and in order to prepare the Athenian f 
to refumc their Courage, he went to the Council 
with an Air of Joy ; and faid, that the Nighf 
before he had been indulged in a Dream, which 
promised fome great Felicity to the Jtthcnians. A 
little after, Couriers arriv'd with the News of the 
Death of 'Philip-, on which Occafion the People 
abandon'd themfelves to the Tranfports of a moil' 
immoderatcDelight, which far exceeded all Hound ' 
o f Decen cy. 1) em o/lhenes had particularly infpiiM 

f hen' 
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them with thefc Sentiments 5 for he himfelf ap- 
pealed in publick, crown'd with a chaplctof flow- 
ers, and drefs'd with rhe utmoft Magnificence, 
though his Daughter had been dead but feven 
days ; and he engag'd the Athenians to offer np 
Sacrifices, to thank the Gods for the good News; 
and, by a Decree, ordain'd a Crown Co Paufanias, 

who had com mi teed the Murther. 

On this Occafion, Dcmojlhenes, and the Athenians 
acted quite out of Characters and we can fcarcc 
conceive, how it came to pafs, that, in fo dcteftablc 
a Crime, as is the Murther of a King, Policy, ac 
leaft, did not prompt them to differnble fifch Sen- 
timents as reflected aDilhonour on them, by which 
they got no Advantage; and which fhew'd, that 
Honour and Probity were quite eras'd from their 
Minds. 

~ There are, in the Lives of Great Men, certain 
Deeds and Expreffions, which often give us a better 
Jdea of their Cha rafter, than their moft mining 
Actions; becaufe, in the latter they generally 
itudy themfelvcs ; act a borrow'd Part, and make 
thcmfelves a mere Shew: Whereas, in the for- 
mer, as they fpeak, and act from Nature, they 
exhibit themfelves fuch as they really arc, without 
Art and Difguife.* A celebrated French Author 
has collected pretty exa£tly, moft of the memo- 
rable Actions and Sayings of Philip ; and he has 
been particularly careful to draw the Character of 
that Prince. 

Though Philip lov'd Flattery, fo far as to re- 
ward it in Thrajideus, with (he Title of King in 
Thcffaly, he yet, now and then, lov'd Truth. He 
declar'd, that he was oblig'd to the Athenian Cu- 
rators, for having corrected him of his Errors, by 
frequently reproaching him with them. He kept 
a Man, purpofely to fay to him every Day, be- 
fore he gave Audience, PHILIP, remember thou 
art mortal. 

He difcovcr'd great Moderation, even when he 
was fpoken to in (hocking, and injurious Terms ; 
and like wife, which is no lefs worthy of Admira- 
tion, when Truth was told him; a great Quality 
(fays Seneca) in Kings, and of the utmolt advan- 
tage to the Felicity of their Reign. At the Clofe 
of an Audience, which he gave to fome Athenian 
EmbafTadors, who were come to complain of fome 
Act of Hoftility, he ask'd, whether he could do 
them any Service? The g? catcjl Service thou canjt 
do us (laid Dc mocha res) will be to hang thy fcf/l 

Philip, though he pcrceiv'd all the Perfons prc- 
fent were highly offended at thefe Words, made* 
the following Anfwer, with the utmoft Calmnefs 
of Temper : Go, tell your Superiors, that they 9 
who dat c mak e UJ'e 0/ fuch info/en t Language, arc 
more haughty, and lefs peaceably inclined, than they 
iv ho can /hi five them. 

Being prefent, in an indecent Pofture, at the 
Sale of fome Captives, one of them going up to 
him, whifperM in h is Ear, Let down the Lappet 
0/ your Robe ; upon which Philip reply'd, Set that 
Man at Liberty \ 1 did not knout till now that he 
iv as mv Friend. 

The whole Court carneiUy intrcating him to 
uniih the Ingratitude of the Pcloponnefuns, who 
had hi fsVi hi in publickly in the Ohmp'uk G ame:; ; 
If 'hat icant they attempt (reply'd Philip) if J 
/■Lou d do them ivy Injury \ J: act thev liditule 
N 1 \i h. XXIX. 



me, after bavin? rcciiv'd fo main Favour: at my 
Hands ¥ 

_ 

icrs advifing him to drive from him 
*r/bn, who fpake ill of him: Tcs, in- 
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deed (fa id [ic) and fo he'll go, and [peak injur;- 
ou/ly of me evcry-zuhcrc. Another Time, that they 
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advis'd him to difmifs a Man of Probity, wh 
had reproach'd him ; Let us firji take Care ( fai 
he) that we have not given Dim any Reafon to do 
Jo. Hearing afterwards, that the Perfon in Quef- 
tion was bdt in poor Circumftances, and not fa- 
voured, in any Manner, by the Court-Smiles, he 
was very bountiful to him ; on which Occalion, 
his Reproaches were chang'd into Applaufes ; 
which gave Reafon to that Prince to declare, as 
follows: 9 lis in the Power of all Kings, to male 
thcmfelves cither be lov'd, or hated. 

Being urg'd to a/lift, with the Credit and Au- 
thority he had with the Judges, a Perfon, whofe 
Reputation would be quite loft, by the Sentence 
which was going to be pronoune'd againft him ; / 
had rather (fays he) he Jhould quite lofc his Repu- 
tation, than I lofc mine. 

Philip, riling from a grand Entertainment, at 
which he had fat feveral Hours, was addrefs'd by 
a Woman, who begg'd him to examine her Caufe, 
and hear feveral Reafons ihe had to allcdgc, 
which were not pleafing to him. He according v 
heard it, and gave Sentence againft her ; upon 
which flic reply'd very calmly, I appeal. How! 
(fays Philip) from your King* To whom then'- To 
Philip when fafiing (reply'd the Woman.) Tho 
Manner in which he receiv'd this Anfwer, would 
have done Honour to the moft fober Prince. He 
afterwards gave the Caufe a fecond Hearing; found 
the Injuftice of his Verdict, and fencene'd himfelf 
to repair it. 

Another Woman us'd to appear often before 
him, to fue for Audience, and to befeech him to 
end her Law-Suit ; but Philip always told her he 
had no Time. Exafperated at thefe RcfufaK 
which had been fo often repeated, lhe rcph \l 
one Day with Emotion; If you have not 7;;.f ;» 
do me Jnjlke, be no longer King. Phi Hp was 
ftrongly afTe&cd with this Complaint, which ; ». 
juft Indignation had extorted, as it were, from 
this poor Woman ; and far from being offended 
at it, he fatisfy'd her that Inftanr, and afterward j 
was more exact in giving Audience. I-fewa:, 
indeed, fenfiblc, that" a King and a Judge is the: 
fame Thing; that rhe Throne is a Tribunal ; than 
upon the fovereign Authority there was an indi- 
fpcnfible Obligation to do Juiticc ; that to dith i- 
bucc it to his Subjects, and grant them the Tinu 
neceflary for that Purpofc, was not a Favour, hw: 
a Duty, and a Debt; that he ought to appoi:.: 
Perfons to aflift him in this Function, hut not to 
difcharge himfelf abfolufely from it ; and that 
was no lefs oblig'd to be a Judge than a W\\\\\* 
Thefe feveral Particulars are comprehended \u 
this natural, unaftccted, and very judicious V\ 
preffion; Be no longer King ; and Philip was duly 
fenfiblc of its Force. 

He would liften to facetious S.i)ing-;, was very 
fond of them ; and us'd frequently to expref.s him - 
felf very wittily. Having receiv'd a Wound nnr 
the Throat, and his Surgeon importuning him 
daily with fome new Re<]ueft : 'J 'air iv\it 
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^lays hc)...V; .*Jf.v taj g*t n:c f:ft by the 

Ic is alio related, that, after hearing two Vil- 
lains who accus'J each other of various Crimes, 
he baniihM one, and fcntencM the other to follow 
him. 

Jlfcnccratss, the phyfician, who was io mad as 
to fancy himleli Jupiter, having written to Phi- 
lip, as' follows; Mcnecrates JuiMTER, to Philip 
gt ct tirig ; that Prince anfwer'd, Philip to Mod- 
erates, Health and good Senfe. But he did not 
lrop here; for he bethought himfelf of a pleafant 
Recipe, to cure that vifion3ry Creature. He in- 
vited him to a grand Entertainment, ac which 
the Phyfician had a feparate Tabic, where nothing 
was ferv'd up to him but Incenfe and Perfumes, 
whilft the rcii ted on molt cxquilite Daintics.The 
firit Traufports of his Joy with which he was 
feiVd, when he found his Divinity recognized, 
made him forget that he was a Man ; but, Hunger 
afterwards forcing him to recollect his being fo, 
he was quite tir\J with the Character of Jupiter; 
■Co took Leave of the Company in very great 
Hafte. 

Another Time, Philip made an Anfwcr, which 
redounded highly to the Honour of his prime 
Minifter. That Prince being one Day reproached, 
with devoting too many Hours to Sleep; 1 in- 
deed jlecp (fays he) but Antipater keeps himfelf 
awake. 

One Day, Parmenio, hearing the Embafladors 
of all Greece murmuring, becaufe Philip lay too 
long in Bed j and therefore, did not give Audi- 
ence Time enough: Don*t wonder (fays he) if he 
fleeps whilft you are awake ; for he has watch' d 
whilft you jlept. By this, he wittily reproach'd 
rhem tor their Supinenefs, in neglecting their own 
Concerns ; whereas, Philip was very vigilant over 
his own. This, Uunojihencs was perpetually ob- 
icrving to them with his ufual Freedom. 

Every one of the ten Tribes of Athens us'd to 
elect a new General every Year. Thefe did their 
Dutv by Turns, and every General for the Day 
commanded as Ger.cralilllmo. But Philip ridicu- 
ling this Multiplicity of Chiefs, faid; In my whole 

Li/ - 
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at the very Kick cf Time, Ten every Tear* 

The Letter, which Philip wrote to Ariftotle on 
the Birth of his Son, proves the Regard that 
Prince paid to Learned Men j and at the fame 
Time, the Tafte he himfelf had for the polite 
Arcs and Sciences. The other Letters of his, 
which are ftill extant, do him no lefs Honour. 
But his great Talent was chat of War and Policy, 
in which he was equall'd by few 5 and it is Time 
we exhibit him under this double Character. 

fc wo tiki be d.'Iicuk to determine, whether this 
Prince was more confpicuous as a Warrior, or a 
S:a:efman. bui rounded, from the very Beginning 
of hiu Reign, both at Home and Abroad, with 
powerful Ki.cniiei ; he em ploy \J Artifice and 
j-orte akern.ire!) , to var quilh them. He ii^'d his 
Ivntleavnur:! was (uccchful in them) to di- 

vide inch as envy \\ him : To ftrike the iurer, he 
eludes ai.d diverts the Blows which were aim'd at 
himfelfy equally prudent in good and ill For- 
tune, he dots not abufe Victory j both ready to 
go in f*eirch of, or to wait lor it, he either 
huMehs hi; Pace, or flacLrcns it, as Neccflity ie- 



Lirg tnis multiplicity ui v-iucas, wiu^ An mj us/jute 

Ufe / have been able to get but one General (Par- 
•ner.io) whereas the Athenians don't fail to find, 



quires ; he leaves ro the Caprice of Chance, fucfe 
Things only as cannot be directed by Wifdom ; 
in lliort, he is ever immoveable, ever fix'cl in the 
juft Bounds, which feparate Boldnefs from Teme- 
rity. 

in Philip we fee a King, who commands his 
sillies, as much as his own Subjects, and is as for- 
midable in Treaties as in Battles ; a vigilant, and 
active Monarch, who is his own Supcrintendant, 
his own prime Minifter, and Generaliffimo. We 
fee him iir'd with an infatiable Thirft of Glory, 
fearching for it in thofe Places, where it is fold at 
the dear eft Price ;. making Fatigue and Danger 
his deareft Delights; forming continually that 
juft., that fpcedy Harmony of Reflexion, and Ac- 
tion, which military Expeditions require; and 
with all thefe Advantages, turning the Fury of 
his Arms againft Common- wealths, wafted by 
long Wars, torn by inreftine Divifions, fold by 
their own Citizens, ferv'd by a Body of merce- 
nary, or undifciplin'd Troops ; obftinately deaf to 
good Advice, and feemingly determin'd to rulh 
headlong to their Ruin- 
He united in himfelf two Qualities, which are 
commonly found incompatible, viz. a Steadine/s 
and Calmnefs of Soul, chat enabled him to weigh 
all Things, in order to take Advantage of every 
Juncture, and feize the favourable Moment, with- 
out being difconcerted by Difappoin tm en ts ; to- 
gether with a reftlefs Activity, Ardor and Viva- 
city, which were regardlefs of the Difference of 
Seafons, or the greateft of Dangers. No Warrior 
was ever bolder, or more intrepid in Fight. De- 
mojlhenes, who cannot be fufpe&ed to have flatter'd 
him, gives a glorious Teftimony of him on this 
Head; for which Reafon, we will cite his own 
Words : I faw (fays this Orator) this very Philip* 
with whom we difputed for Sovereignty and Em- 
pire ; / faw him, though covered with wounds, his 
Eye Jlruck out, his Channel-Bone broken, maim'd 
both in his Hands and Feet\ J} ill refolv'd to rujh 
into the Midjl of Dangers, and ready to deliver up 

to Fortune, any other Part of bis Body Jhe might, 
defer e, provide a he might live honourably, and glo- 

rioujly, with that Part which Jhould be left him. 

Philip was not only brave himfelf, but he in- 
fbir'd his whole Army with the fame Valour: 
Taught by able Mafters in the Science of War, a* 
our Readers muft have feen, he had brought his 
Troops to the moft exatt and regular Difcipline j 
andcrain'd up a Set of Men, who were able to fe- 
cond him in all his great Enterprises. He had the 
Art, without JeiTcning his own Authority, to fa- 
miliarize himfelf with his Soldiers; and com- 
manded rather as the Father of a Family, than as 
the General of an Army, whenever this did not 
interfere with the Obfcrvance of Difcipline : And 
indeed, by his AHabilicy (which merited fo-much 
the greater Submiflion and Refpec"c, as he rcquir'd 
lefs, and fcem'd to difpenfe with it) his Soldiers 
ere ever ready to follow him to the greateft 
Dangers, and paid him the moft implicit Obedi- 
ence. 

No General ever made a greater Ufe of mili- 
tary Stratagems than Philip : The Dangers to 
which he has been cxpos'd in his Youth, had ' 
taught him the Neccflity of taking proper Pre- 
cautions, and the Arc of feeking Expedients. A 
wife Diffidence, which is of Service, as it exhi- 
bits Danger 1 ; in icj crue Light, made him not fear- 
ful 
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ful and irrefolute, but cautious and prudent. What 
Rcafon foever he might have to flatter himfelf 
with the Hope of Succefs, he yec never depended 
upon it ; and thought himfelf fuperioir to the 
Enemy in Vigilance only. Ever jult in his Pro- 
jects, and furprizingly fuccefsful in Expedients ; 
his Views were unbounded ; his Genius was won- 
derful, to fix upon proper Junctures for the exe- 
cuting of his Defigns ; and his Dexterity in acting 
in an imperceptible Manner, was admirable. Te- 
nacious of his Secrets> even to his beft Friends, 
he was capable of attempting, or concealing any 
Thing. The Reader may have obferv'd, that he 
ftrenuoufly endeavour'd to lull afleep the Atheni- 
ans, by a fpecious Outfide of Peace j and to lay 
filently the Foundations of his Grandeur, in their 
credulous Security and blind Indolence. 

But thefc exalted Qualities were, nevertheless, 
blended with fome Imperfections. Not to men- 
tion his Exccfs in Eating and Caroufing, to which 
he abandon'd himfelf with the utmoft Intempe- 
rance } he alfo has been reproached with the moll 
diffolutc abandon'd Manners. XV c may form a 
Judgment of this from thofe who were moft inti- 
mate with him, and the Company which ufually 
frequented his Palace. A Sec of Debauchees, and 
profligate Wretches ; of Buffoons, Pantomimes, and 
Wretches worfe than thefe, Flatterers we mean, 
whom Avarice and Ambition draw in Crowds 
round the Great and Powerful j fuch were the 
People, who had the greateft Share in his Confi- 
dence and Bounty. Demojihcncs is not the only 
Per-fon, who reproaches Philip with thefe Frail- 
ties 5 for this might be fufpecled in an Enemy ; 
but Theopompus, a famous Hiftorian, who had 
written the Hiftory of that Prince in Fifty-eight 
Books, of which, unhappily, a few Fragments 
only are extant, gives a uill more difadvantagious 
Charafter of him. " 'Philip ( fays he ) defpis'd 
«* Modefty, and Regularity of Life. He lavifli'd 
*< his Efteem and Liberality on Men plung'd in 
* r Diflblutencfs, and who had proftitiited them- 

felves to the laft Exceflcs of Licentioufnefs. 
*• He was pleas 'd to fee the Companions of his 
" Pleafures, excel no lefs in the abominable Arts 
" of Injuftice and Villany, than in the Science 
** of Debauchery. Alas ! what Species of Infa- 
" my, what Sort of Crimes did he not commit?" 

But a Circumftance, in our Opinion, which 
reflects the greateft Di /honour on Philip, is that 
very one, for which he is chiefly efteem'd by 
many Perfons; we mean his Politicks. He is 
look'd upon as one of the moft skilful Princes in 
this Arc that ever liv\l : And, indeed, the Reader 
may have obferv'd, by the Hiftory of his Actions, 
that, in the very Beginning of his Reign, lie had 
laid down a Plan, from which he never deviated; 
and this was to raife himfelf to the Sovereignty 
of Greece.When fcarcc feated on his Throne, and 
furrounded on every Side with powerful Enemies, 
what Probability was there that he could form, 
m lea ft, that he could execute, fuch a Project as 
this ? However, he did not once lofe Sight of it. 
Wars, Battles, Treaties of Peace, Alliances, Con- 
federacies ; in fhort, nllThings terminated there. 
Mo was very lavifli of his Gold and Silver, merely 
t0 engage !l Set of Creatures in his Service. He 
earry'd on a private Intelligence with all the Ci- 
lics of 67 ccce i and, by the Afliftancc of Pen/ion- 
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crs, on whom he had fettled very large Stipends, 
he was inform'd exacllyof the feverai Resolutions 
which were taken in them, and generally made 
them turn in his own Favour. By this Means, he 
impos'd on the Prudence, eluded the Efforts, and 
lull'd afleep the Vigilance of Nations, who, till 
then, had been look'd upon as the moft a£Hve, 
the moft prudent, and the moft fagacious of ail 
Greece. In treading thefe Steps, for twenty Years 
together, we fee him proceeding with great Or- 
der, and advancing regularly towards the Mark 
on which his Eye was fix'd; but always by Wind- 
ings and fubterrancous Parages, the Outlets of 
which only difcover his Defign. 

Poljanus (hews us evidently the Methods where- 
by he f ubjefted Thejfaly, which was of great Ad- 
vantage to the com pleating of his other Defigns. 

He did not ( fays he) carry on an open War 
'« againft the Thcfij/ians but took Advantage of 
" the Diftenfions^ which divided Chiesy and the 
16 whole Country into different Factions. He 
99 fupported thole who fu'd for his A/Iiftance; ai d 
" whenever he had conqucr'd, he did not extirpate 
" the Vanquifh'd, he did hot difarm them, nor 
" raze their Walls; on the contrary, he protected 
" the weakeft, and endcavour'd to weaken and 
" fubjefl: the ftrongeft : fn a Word, he rather 
« fomented, than loften'd the Divifions, having 
« in every Place Orators in his Pay, thofe Arci- 
fC ficers or Difcord, thofe Firebrands of Com- 
" mon-wealths. And it was by thefe Strata- 
•* gems, not by his Arms, that Philip fubdu'd 
" Thejfaly." r 

All this is a Matter- Piece, a Miracle in the 
Arc of Politicks. But, to what Means has this 
Art Recourfe ? What Methods does it employ, to 
compafs its Defigns ? Deceit, Craft, Fraud, Falfe- 
hood. Perfidy, and Perjury. Are thefe the Wea- 
pons of Virtue? We perceive in this Prince :i 
boundlefs Ambition, conducted bv an artful, in- 
finuating, crafty, villa nous 'xVlind'; hut, we don't 
find him poflefs'd of the Qualities which form the 
truly great Man. Philip had neither Faith, nor 
Honour; every Thing that could contribute to 'ho 
aggrandizing of his Power, appeared to him juft 
and lawful. He made Promifes, with a firm Rc- 
folution to break them; and form'd others, which 
he would have been forry to keep. He thought 
himfelf skilful, in Proportion as he was perfidious; 
and made his Glory confift, in deceiving all with 
whom he had any Engagements. He did not 
blufli to fay, That Children tun e amused with Play- 
Things, and Men with Oaths. 

What Idealhould we form to ourfelvcs in focfal 
Life of a Man, who ihould value himfelf for his 
tricking others, and rank Infinccricy and Fraud 
among the Virtues? Such a Character in private 
Life, is detclled, as the Bane and Ruin of Society. 
How then can it become an Object of El teem and 
Admiration in Princes, and Minifters of State ' 
Perfons, who are bound by ftrongcr Ties than the 
Reft of Men (becaufe of the Imminence of their 
Stations, and the Imporrance of the Employments 
they Mil) to revere Sincerity, Jufticc, and above 
all, the Sanclity of Treaties and Oaths; to bind 
which, they invoke the Name, and Majefty of a 
God, who is an inexorable Avenger of Perfidy and 
Impiety. A hare Promife among private Perfons 
ought to be fixcrcd and inviolable, ir' they have; 
the leaft Sentiments of 1 lonour , but, how much 
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move oihjhi it to be fo among Princes? " Wc are 
fi bound vlayis ;i eclebrared Writer) to fpeak the 
" Truth Co our Neighbour; for the Ufe and Ap- 
<f plication or" Speech implies a tacit promifc of 
* e Truth ; Speech having been given us for no 
<* other Pui pole. It is not a common Act between 
<c one private Man with another ; "'tis a common 
if Compact of Mankind in general ; and a Kind 
<f of Right of Nations, or rather a Law of Na- 
" ture. Now, whoever tells an Untruth, violates 
" this Law and common Compact." How great 
is the Enormity of violating the Sanctity of an 
Oath increased j when we call upon the Name of 
God to witnefs it, as is the Cuftom always in 
Treaties ? Were Sincerity and Truth banijfrdfrom 
every other -Part of the Earth ( faid John f. King 
of France, on his being foil i cited to violate a 
Treaty) they ought to be found in the Heart, and 
in the J I cat h of Kings. 

The Circumftance which prompts Politicians to 
n£t in this Manner, is, their being perfuaded, 
that 'tis the only Way by which they can give 
Suecefs to a Negotiation. But, though this were 
the Cafe, yet can it ever be lawful to purchafe 

the Succcfs of one, at the Ex-pence of Probity, 
Honour, and Religion? If your Father-in- Lazv, 
' K Ferdinand the Catholick) faid Lewis Xlf. to 
Philip, Archduke of Auftria, has acfed pcrf.dioujly, 
I am dctcnn 'iK'd not to imitate him $ and I am much 



mote fleas' d in hats/;* loft a Kingdom ( Naples) 
which I am able to ; ecover bach, than 1 Jhou'd havr 
been, had I lojl mj Honour, which can nicer be 
recovered. 

But, thofe Politicians, who have neither Ho- 
nour, nor Religion, deceive them fe Ives, even in 
this very Particular. We fliall not fearch for 
Examples in Chrijlian Countries, which furnifh 11s 
with Princes and Miniftcrs, whofe political Con- 
duct was very different from thofe here hinted at. 
To go no farther than our Grecian Hiftory j how 
manygreatMen have been fuccefsful in theManage- 
ment of publick Affairs, in Treaties of Peace and 
War : In a Word, in the moft important Nego- 
tiations, without once making Ufe of Artifice and 
Deceit ? An ^riftides, a Cimon, a Thocion, and 
fo many more 5 fome of whom were fo very fcru- 
pulous in Matters relating to Truth, as to believe 
they were not allowed to tell a Falfhood, even in 
jetting, and in Sport. Cyrus, the moft famous 
Conqueror of the Ea/f, thought nothing was more 
unworthy of a Prince, nor more capable of draw- 
ing upon him the Contempt and Hatred of his 
Subjects, than Lying and Dccek. Jt, therefore, 
ought to be look'd upon as a Truth, that no 
Succcfs, how fhining foevcr, can, or ought to 
cover the Shame and Ignominy, which arife from 
Infincerity and Perjury : Proceed we now to the 
Hiftory of Alexander the Great. 




The History of ALEXANDER the Great. 
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he Bulb of Alexander; The celebrated Temple Ephefus burnt the fame Day; The 
fine natural Difpojilion of that Prince ; The Olfervation of the Peril an Embajjadors 
upon him ; His great Value for, and Dcfirc of Learning ; He breaks' Bucephalus ; 
He afcends the Throne of Macedon, at the Age of Twenty ; Reduces the Nations 
contiguous thereto; Advances into Greece - Takes Thebes, and dcjlroys it; Pardons 
the Athenians j Is namd G cncraiiffimo of the Greeks, againfi the Perfians ; Re* 
turns to Macedon, and makes Preparations for carrying his Arms into Alia; fJe 
fettles the Affairs o^Macedon, and fcts out upon that Expedition; His unpardlcVd 
Goiciojhy, and noble Saying to Ins lu tends ^ on that Ocufion; He m rives at Troy, 
and ptty 4 great 1 1 on ours to the Manes, or Ghoft \ of Achilles. 



a LI, X AND K R came info the World, one of the Seven Wonders of the World : It had 

/LJL the fiift Year of the J 06th Olympiad: And been builc in the Name, and ac the Inltance, 0I 

J. jl d;e very Day that Prince was bonr, the all A(iaMinor\ and a great Number of Years were 

< clcbiated Temple of 'Diana ac lt/>lnfus was burnt. employ *d in budding it. Its Length wa« Four 

Our Readers know, without Doubt, that it was hundiui and t went}- live Fool 5 a,d its Breadth 
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Tvo hundred and twenty. It was fupportcd by- 
One hundred and twenty- feven Columns, fixty 
Foot high, which fo many Kings had caus'd to be 
wrought at a great Hxpcnce, and by the molt 
expert Artifts, they endeavouring to rival one 
another on this Occafion. The Re 11 of the Temple 

was anlWcrablc to the Magnificence of the Co- 
lumns. 

ffegefias of Magnefia, according to Plutarch* 

fays, '/ at 'twas no Wonder the Temple was burnt, 

becau/e Diana was that *Day employ d at the De~ 

livery c/"Olympias, in ot dcr to facilitate the Birth 

of Alexander. A Reflexion, fays our Author, fo 

very cold, that it might have cxt'mguifh'd the Fire 

though we think his own much colder. On the 

contrary, Cicero, who afcribes this Saying to Ti- 

tnaus, who declares ic a very /mart one, at which 

we are very much ftirpriz'd. Pofllbly, his Fond- 

nefs of Jefts, made him not over nice in thefe 
Matters. 

One Herojiratus had fifd that Temple on fet 
Purpofe : Being put to the Torture, in order to 
force him to confefs the Motive, which had 
prompted him to commit fo infamous an Action, 
he confefs'd, that 'twas in the View of making 
himfelf known to Pofterity, and im mortal i2e his 
Name } by deftroying fo noble a Monument of 
Archite&ure. The States-General of Af/a imagin'd 
they fhouid prevent the Succefs of his Wifh, by 
publifliing a Decree, whereby it was forbidden to 
be ever utterU However, their Prohibicion or.ly 
excited a greater Curiofity ; for, fcarce one of the 
Hiftorians of that Age has omitted to mention 
this monftroufly extravagant Action, and at the 
fame Time, have told us the Name of the Cri- 
minal. 

The Paffion which prevail'd moll in Alexander, 
even from his tender Years, was Ambition, and 
a ftrong Thirfr for Glory ; but not for every Spe- 
cies of Glory. Philip, as if he had been a Sophifl, 
vaiu'd himlelf upon his Eloquence, and the Beauty 
of his Style ; and had the Vanity to have cngrav'd 
on his Coins the feveral Victories he had won at 
the Olympick Games in the Charior-Race : But 



'twas not to this Sort of Glory his Son afpir'd. 
For, Alexander's Friends asking him one Day, 
whether he would not be prcient at the Games 
above-mcntion'd, in order to difpute the Prize 
beftow'd on that Occalion, he being very active; 
he anfwer'd, That he would contend in them, pro- 
vided Kings were to be his Rivals. 

Every Time News was brought him, that his 
Father had taken fome City, or gain'd feme great 
Battle, Alexander, far from joining with the 
common Rejoicings, us'd to fay, in a plaintive 
Tone of Voice, to the young Perfons who were 
brought up with him ; Friends, my Father will 
pojfejs him/elf of every Thing, and leave nothing for 
us to do. 

One Day, fome Embafladors from the King of 
Perfia being arriv'd at Court, during the Abfencc 
of Philip, Alexander gave them fo kind, and io 
polite a Reception, and regaPd them in fo noble, 
and generouft a Manner, as charnVd them all j bur, 
that which moft liirpriz'd them was, the good 
Senfc and Judgment, he difcover'd in the feveral 
Converfatioim they had together. He did not 
propofe to them what was trifling, and adapted to 
his Age; fuch, for fnftancc, as enquiring about 
ihc fo much boa f ted Pe/if/le- Gardens, the Riches, 



and Magnificence of the Palace, and Court of the 
King or Perfia, which excited the Admiration of 
the wholeWorld ; the famous Golden Plane-Tree 5 
and that Golden Vine, the Grapes of which were 
of Emeralds, Carbuncles, Rubies, and all Sorts of 
precious Stones, under which 'twas faid, the P erf an 
Monarch frequently gave Audience. Alexander 
ask'd them Queftions of a quite different Nature 5 
enqairing which was the Road to Upper Afia j the 
Dlitance of the feveral Places ; what it was that 
form'd the Strength and Power of the King of 
Perfia, and in what Part of the Battle he fought ; 
how he behav'd towards his Enemies, and in 
what Manner he govern'd his Subjects? Thefe 
Embafladors admir'd him perpetually •> and judg- 
ing, even at that Time, how great he might one 
Day become 5 they pointed out, in a few Words, 
the Difference they found between Alexander and 
u4rtaxcrxes> by faying one to another 5 This Touth 
is a great Prince ; and ours a rich one. That 
Man muft be vaftly infignificant, who has no other 
Merit than his Riches .' 

So ripe a Judgment in this young Prince, was 
owing as much to the good Education which had 
been given him, as to the Happinefs of his natural 
Difpohtion. Several Preceptors were appointed, 
to teach him all fuch Arts and Sciences, as are 
worthy the Heir to a great Kingdom ; and the 
chief of thefe was Leonidas, a Perfon of the moft 
fevere Morals, and a Relation to the Qncen. 
Alexander himfelf tells us afterwards, that this 
Lconidas, in their Journies together, us'd frequently 
to look into theTrunks where his Beds and Cloaths 
were laid, in order to fee if Olympias, his Mother, 
had not put into them fome iuperfluous Thing, 

which might adminiiter to Delicacy and Lux- 
ury. 

But, the greaceft Service Philip did his Son, 
was appointing for his Preceptor Artffotle^ the moit 
famous, and the moft learned Philofopher of his 
Age, whom he intrufted with the whole Care of 
his Education. One of the Reafons, which prompted 
Philip to chufe him a Mailer of fo conspicuous a 
Reputation and Merit, was, as he himfelf tells us, 
that his Son might avoid committing a great 
many Faults, which he himfelf had been guilty 
of. 

Philip was fenfible, how great a Trcafurc he 
poffefs'd in Ariftotle \ for which Rcafon, he fettled 
a conliderable Stipend upon him, and afterwards 
rewarded his Pains and Care in an infinitely more 
glorious Manner j for, having dcftrov*d and laid 
wafte the City of Stagy ra, the native Place of that 
Philofopher, he rebuilt it, purely out of Affection 
for him; reinstated the Inhabitants, who had fled 
from it, or were made Slaves; and gave them a 
fine Park in the Neighbourhood, to purfuc their 
Studies in, and hold their Allemblies. Even in 

P/utarch y dTimi' 3 the Stone-Banks, which Arijlotk 
had fet up there, were (landing; as alfo fpacious 

Villo's, under which People walking, were ihaded 
from the Sun* Beams. 

Alexander, like wife, difcover'd no lefs Eftccm 
for his Mailer, whom he belie v\l himfelf bound 
to love, as much as if he had been his Father ; 

declaring* That he was indebted to the one for Ik- 
ing > ana to the other for living well. The Pupil 
made fuch a Progrefs, as was equal to the Care 
and Abilities of the Preceptor. He grew very 

fond of Philofophv i and lcarnM the feveral Part* 
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b~*c in a Manner fuir.ihlc to his exalted 
.liljiiilc endeavouiM to improve his Judg- 
bv laying dow n Jure and itrtain Rule*, by 
which he might: diftmguiih a jutt and exact Ar- 
gument, from anoihcr that h but fpecioully io ; 
and bv acvu:1oming him to feparate in a Difcourfe, 
tilth Paris as only dazvie, from thofe which 
arc trulv folid, and intrinfically good. He alio 
evcrcis'd him in Metaphyficks, which 
great Benefit to a King, provided he applies him- 
self to them with Moderation, fir.ee they let him 
into the Nature of the human Mind; how greatly 
i: differs from Matter; in what Manner he per- 
cehes fpiri tual Things ; how he is ieniible of the 
Impreilion of fuch Objects as are round him, and 
many other Que fti on s cf the like Import. ^ The 
Reader will naturally fuppofe, that he did not 
omit either the Mathematicks, which give the 
Mind lb juit a Turn of thinking; or the Wonders 
of Nature, the Study of which, be fides a great 
manv other .Advantages, (hews how very incapable 
the Mind of Man is of difcovering the fecret 
Principles or fuch Things to which he is daily an 
Eyc-W'icnels. But Alexander apply *d chiefly to 
Memlitv, which is properly the Science ot Kings, 
becaulV'tis the Knowledge of Mankind, and the 
whole Circle of their Duties. This he made his 
Serious and profound Study; and confider'd it, 
..ven at that Time, as the Foundation of Prudence 
and wife Policy. Mull not fuch an Education 
greatly enable a Prince to conduct himfelf with 
r ruder. re, and govern his Subjects in the molt 

happy Manner ! 

JhiJrotU inftructed Alexander even in Phyfick> 

and did not confine him merely to the Theory, 
ly^c taught him the Practice ot that Art. This 
Prince Jecl.ir'd, in fome Letters, that he had af- 
iiltuu fcvcral of his Friends in their Sicknefs, and 
pref:r:b'd proper Medicines for them. 

The greateit M after of Rhetorick, that Anti- 
Ciicy could ever boafr, and who has left fo excel- 
c'a Tread fc on that Subject, took Care to make 
rnr.c Science Part of his Pupil's Education ; and 
wj tii. J, that jiUxMukt , even in the Midft of his 
Ccr.c.eih, was often very urgent with Arijlotle, 
to write him a Treat ife on that Subject. To this 
v/c owe the Work intitled, Jlk:undci'*s Rhetorick \ 
in the Bcginr.irg of which, Atijlotlc proves to 
him-, rhe va:t Advantages a Prince may reap from 
Kloquencci as it give-, him the greatclt Afccndanc 
over the Minds ot Men, whofc AfFectior.s he ought 
alio to engage by Wiidom and Authority. Some 
.^r.fwers, and Letters of Alexander, which arc ftiil 
extant, shew, that he was Matter, in its grcateft 
Perfection, of that ftrong, that mafculinc Elo- 
quence, w hich abounds with Senfe and Ideas i and 
which !» fo intircly free from fuperfluous Expref- 
\\r that evcrv fingle Word has ics Meaning; 
i:,;, cor.lHrtitihg what is properly calPd the P.lo- 

fj .t:MC ot Kin^j. 

H* i. f.eni, or rather, hi'. P.iffion for Homer , 
not only, v. ith what Vigour and Succefs 
d hirnfeli to polite Literatme, but the 
' ...j uriu L'fc lie made of it, and the /olid Benefit 
,.• 'd to reap from thence. He wa*. not 

rro:T,p'ed to pe r ufe thi» Poer, merely out of Cu- 
i ,i.'\> or to unbend his Mind, or horn a great 
-ti., . -sets for Poetry > hue hi^Vicw in ft tidying t his 
i r.iijJe Writer \;u:, in ujder to borrow fuch 
; *://';.» u\ . 1 1 ' mi iji'ri, a-. \;ere wo" hy a great Kinjj, 
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and a mighty Conqueror, vis. Courage, Intrepi- 
dity, Magnanimity, Temperance, Prudence ; the 
Art of combating to Advantage, and governing 
Nations happily. And indeed, the Vcrfe, which 
plcas'd him molt in Homer, was that, where A- 
gamemnon is represented as a goad King* a?id a brave 
Warrior. 

After this, 'tis noWonder, that Alexander mould 
have fo high an Efteem for this Poet, that, after 
the Battle of Arbela, when the Macedo7iians had 
found, among the Spoils of Darius, a Gold Caf- 
ket, inrich'd with precious Stones, in which the 
excellent Perfumes ufed by that Prince were laid; 
Alexander, who was quite cover'd with Dutt, and 
regardlefs of Effences and Perfumes, order'd, that 
it lhould be employ'd for no other Ufe than as a 
Rcpofitory for the Poems of Homer, which he 
believ'd the molt perfect, and the moft precious 
Offspring of the human Mind. He admir'd par- 
ticularly the Iliad, which he calPd, The bejl Pro- 
vijionjor a Warrior. He always had chat Edition 
of Homer, which Ariflotle had reviVd and corredked, 
and to which the Title of Ihc Edition of the Caf- 
ket was given , and he laid it, with his Sword, 
every Night under his Pillow. 

Greedy, even to Excefs, of every Kind of Glory, 
he was difpleafed with Arijlotle, for having pub- 
lifli'd, in his Abfence, certain Metaphyfical Pieces, 
which he himfelf deuVd to be Mafter of alone ; 
and even at the Time when he was employ'd in 
the Conqueft of Jfia, and the Purfuic oi'Jjarius, 
he wrote a Letter to him, which is frill extant 5 
where he complains upon that very Account. 
Alexander fays therein, That he had much rather 
furpafs the Reft of Men, in the Knowledge of fuh- 
hme and exec lie fit Things, than by theGreatnefs and 
Extent of his Power. He likewife requefted A- 
riiftotle, not to fhew the Treatife of Rhetorick 
above-mention'd, to any Perfon but himfelf. We 
will confefs, that there is an Excefs in this ftrong 
Thirft of Glory, which prompts a Man toecliplc 
another's Merit, in order that his only may appear j 
but then we, at leaft, muft confefs, that it difco* 
vers fuch a Paflion for Study, as is very laudable 
in a Prince ; and the very Revcrfe of that Indiffe- 
rence, not to fay Contempt and Aver/ion, which 
moft of our young Noblemen fhew for all Things 
that relate to Learning and Study. 

Plutarch tells us in fcwWords, the infinite Ad- 
vantage which Alexander reap'd from thisTaftc, 
with which his Mafler (than whom no Man was 
endu'd with greater Talents for the Education of 
Youth) had infpir'd him from his moft tender 
Infancy. He lov'd (faid that Author) to converfe 
with learned Men, to Might en his own Mind, and 
tojludy i three Sources of a Monarch's Happincfc. 
and which enable him to fecure himfelf from 
numbcrlcfs Difficulties; three certain and infal- 
lible Methods, which teach him to reign without 
the AiUflance of others. The Convcrfation of 
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Pcrfons of fine Senfe, inftrucls a Prince, by Way, 
as it were, of Amufement ; and informs him of a 
Thoufand curious, and ufeful Particulars, without 
putting him to the leaffc Trouble. TheLelTonfj, 
which able Matters give him, on the moft exalted 
Sciences, and particularly upon Politicko, improve 
his Mind wonderfully, and furnifh him with Rules 
ro govern his Subjcfl-s with Wifdom. IiHliori, 
.Study, cfpccially that of Hiftory, crowns all the 
Rvtk, and 'n> to him a Preceptor for all beaJon;;, 

and 
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and for all Hours ; who, without ever growin, 
croublcfome, acquaints him with Truths, whic. 
no one elfe would dare to tell him 5 and, under 
fictitious Names, exhibits the Prince to himfclf; 
teaches him Co know himfclf as well as Mankind, 
who are the fame in all Ages. Alexander ow'd 
all thefe Advantages to the excellent Education 
Ariftotlc gave him. 

He alio had a Love for the whole Circle of 
Arcs, bun in fuch a Manner as became a Prince ; 
that is, he knew the Value and LTfefulnefs of them. 
Mufick, Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, flou- 
rifli'd in his Reign, becaufe they found in him 
both a skilful Judge* and a generous Protector, 
who was able to difcover, and to reward Merit. 
But he defpifed any trilling inltances of Dexterity, 
which were of no Ufe : Accordingly, fome Ma- 
cedonians happening to admire a Man greatly, 
who ufed to make it his Bufinefs, to tofs fmall 
Peas through the Eye of a large Needle, fo ex- 
a£Uy> that, though at fome Diftancc, he would 
never mifs, Alexander* feeing him at that Exer- 
cife, order'd him a Prefent fui table to his Em- 
ployment, viz. a Basket of Peas. 

he was of a fprightly Difpofition ; refolute; 
and very tenacious of his Opinion ; could never 
be fubjeftcd by. Force; but, at the fame Tim e> 
would fubmit immediately to Reafon and good 
Senfe. 'Tis very difficult to manage Pcrfons of 
this Turn of Mind : Accordingly, Philip, notwith- 
ftanding his double Authority, both as a King, 
and a Father, belie v'd it ncceiTary to employ 
, Perfuafion to him, rather than Force ; and en- 
deavour'd to make himfelf belov'd, rather than 
fear'd. 

An Incident which happen'd, made 'Philip en- 
tertain a very advantageous Opinion of that young 
Prince : A War-Hone had been brought from 
Thejfaly to be fold, a noble, ftrong, fiery? gene- 
rous Beait, call'd Bucephalus. The Owner demanded 
Thirteen Talents, orThirteen hundred Crowns for 
him ; and the King went into the Plains, attended 
by his Courtiers, in order to view the Perfections 
or this high-priz'd Steed j when, upon Trial, he 
appear'd lo very fierce, and rear'd up in fo furi- 
ous a Manner, that no one dar'd mount him : And 
'Philip utterly difliking a Creature fo feemingly 
unmanageable, re f ufed to buy him : Hereupon, 
Alexander ; who was Handing by, cry'd, What a 
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firlt, look'd upon, only as the Effect of that Folly, 
Rnihncfs, and Prefumption, almoft infe parable 
from Youth : But, as Alexander infilled ltill more 
upon what he had faid, and was ucry much vex'd, 
to fee fo noble a Creature juf t going to be fent 
home again, his Father gave him Leave to try, 
what he could do. The young Prince, ovcrjoy'd 

at thi* Permifllon, goes up to Bucephalus, takes 
Hold of the Bridle, and turns his Head to the Sun ; 
having obferv'd, that the Thing which frighted 
him 

about, or unjc uotvn, in rrop« 
He, therefore, firfr ltrok'd him gently with his • 
Hand, and footifd him with his Voice; then fee- 
ing his Mettle abate, and artfully taking his Op- 
portunity, he fprung nimbly upon his Back, and 
rl.icken'd the Rein, without once finking or vex- 
»ug him ; a utl, when he perceived that his Fire 



noble Horfe are they going to loft, for want oj 
bold and atlive Rider! Which Words, Philip, 



1, was his own Shadow, he feeing it dance 
ut, or link down, in Proportion as he mov'd : 



was cool'd, that he was no longer fo furious and 
unruly, and vvantcd only to move forward, he 
gave him the Rein, and fpurring him with great* 
Vigour, animated him with his Voice, to fly wich 
the fwiftclt Speed. While this was doing, 'Phi lip , 
and his whole Court, trembled for Fear, and did 
not once open their Lips ; but, when the Prince, 
after having run his firlt Heat, return 'd with Joy 
and Pride, at his having broken a Horfe, which 
was judg'd abfolutely ungovernable, all the Cour- 
tiers in general endeavoured ro outvie one another 
in their Applaufes and Congratulations; and wo 
are told, Philip fhed Tears of Joy on this Occa- 
fion j and that, embracing Alexander, after he had 
alighted, and killing his Head, he cry'd aloud ; 
My Son, feck a more worthy Kingdom, for Macedon 
is ?io t fujpeient for thee. 

We arc told a great many furprizing Particulars 
of this Bucephalus ; for, whatever belong 'd any 
Ways to Alexander^ was to be of the marvellous 
Kind. When this Creature was faddlcd, and e- 
quipp'd for Battle, he would fuifer no one to 
back him but hisMafterj nor would it have been 
fafe for any other Pcrfon to go near him : When- 
ever Alexander wanted to mount him, he would 
kneel down upon his two Fore- Feet : And, accor- 
ding to fome Hiftorians, in the Battle againft Pc- 
rus, where Alexander had plung'd too imprudently 
amidft a Body of the Enemy; his Horfe, although 
wounded in every Part of his Body, exerted him- 
felf in fo vigorous a Manner, that he fav'd his 
Matter's Life 5 and, notwithstanding the deep 
Wounds he had receiv'd, and though he was al- 
moft fpent, through the great ErTu/Ion of Blood, 
he yet drew Alexander from among the Combatants, 
and carry'd him with inexprefiible Vigour to a 
Place of Security ; where, as if fenfible che King 
was no longer in Danger, and overjoy 'd, in fome 
meafurc, at the Service he had done him, he ex- 
pir'd. This indeed, was a very noble End for a 
Horfe, if true ; but others fay, that Bucephalus, 
quite worn out, dy'd at thirty Years of Ag;e. A- 
lexander bewail'd his Death bitterly, believing, 
that he had loft, in him, a moll faithful, and 
affectionate Friend 5 and afterwards buile to hie; 
Honour, a City on the very Spot where he was 

intcrr'd, near the River Hydafpes, and call'd iz 
Bucephalc. 

We have obferv'd cl few here, that Alexander, at 
fixecen Years of Age, was appointed Regent of the 
Kingdom, and in veiled with abfoluce Authority 
during his Father's A bfence; that he behav'J with 
great Prudence and Bravery; and, that he after- 
wards exerted himfclf in a moll lignal Manner a: 
the Battle of Char one a. 

'Darius, and Alexander, began to reign the fame 
Year; and the latter was but Twenty, when he 
fuceecded to the Crown ; His rirfl Care, however, 
was to folcmnize the Funeral Obfcquies of his 
Father, with the utmoit Pompj and to revenge 
his Death. 



Upon his Accefllon to the Throne, he faw him- 
felf lurrounded with extreme Dangers : The bar- 
barous Nations, againifc whom Philip had fought, 
during his whole Reign, and from whom lie had 
wrefted feveral Territories, which he had united 
to his Crown, after having dethrou'd their natural 
Kings, rhought proper to take Advantage of e hi ; 
Juncture, in which a new Prince, \\a; hue 
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vountr, ha J afcer.de J the Throne, in order to re- 
cover their Liberty, and to unite againft the 
common Ufurpcr : 'Nor were the fever al Nations 
of Greer c Iefs co be apprehended. 'Philip, though 
he had permitted the federal Cities and Common- 
wealths feemingly under their ancient Form or 
Government, hud 'quite changed it in Reality, and 
made himfelf abfolutc Matter of it. _ Though he 
were abfcnr, he rul'd in all AlTernblicsj and not 
a iino-le Refolurion was taken, but in Subordina- 
tion ^o his Will : But, though he had thus fub- 
du'd all Greece, cither by the Terror of his Arms, 
or by fecrct Intrigues, and the molt artful Policy, 
he had not had l ime fumcient to fubjeft and^ ac- 
cuttom it to his Power, but had left all Things 
there in a great Fermentation; the Minds of the 
vanqu'fh'd Nations not being yet quite broken, 

nor inur'd to Servitude. 

The Macedonians, reflecting on this ticklifh Si- 
tuation of Affairs, advised Alexander to relinquish 
Greece, and not perfiit in his Refolution ot fub- 
duing it by Force ; to recover, by gentle Methods, 
the Batbarians who had taken Arms; and to footh, 
as it were, thofe Glimmerings of Rebellion, and 
Love for Novelty ; and gain their Affections by 
Sofcncfs, Complacency, and Infinuations. How- 
ever, Alexander would not liften to thefc daftard 
CounfUs, but refolv'd to fecure the conquer'd Do- 
minici s by Boldnefs and Magnanimity ; firmly 
jperfuaded/that, iTiould he relax in any Point, at 
fcrlr, all his Neighbours would fall upon him ; 
and that, were he to endeavour to compromife 
Ma'ters, he mould be oblig'd to give up all Phi- 
lip's Conquers, and, by that Means, confine his 
.Dominions to- the narrow Lim : ts of Macedon\ a 
Thought he could rot bear ! He, therefore, raifed, 
with all poffible Diligence, fuch a Force, as might 
check the Infurre£tions of the Barbarian* ; and 
marching his Army immediately to the Banks of 
the Danube, crofs'd it in one Night. He then 
defeated, in a mighty Battle, the King of the 
Triballi\ put to Flight fuch Geta, as had the 
lioldr.efs to wait his coming up ; fubdu'd various 
barbarous Nations j fome by the Terror ot his 
Name, and others by Force of Arms; and, not- 
withftar.ding the arrogant Anfwer of their Am- 
baffadors, who, being ask'd, what they dreaded 
noil ? reply'd with a haughty Tone of Voice, 
That theX were ajraid of nothing but the falling 
of the Sky an>i Stars; he taunght them to dread 
a Danger ftill more imminent. 

VVhilit Alexander was thus employ 'd at a Dis- 
tance again ft the ftarbat tans, all the Cities of 
Greece* who were animated more particularly by 
*Demojlhaics, form'd a powerful Alliance againlt 
that Prince. A falfe Report, which prcvail'd of 
his Death, infpir'd the fhebans with a Boldnefs 
that prov'd their Ruin; for, thereupon, they cut 
in Pieces Part of the Macedonian Garrifon which 
was potted in thejr Citadel. Dtmojlhenes likewifc, 
was every Day haranguing the People; and fir'd 
with Contempt for Alexander, whom he calPd a 
CHld, and a fitter- brain'' el Jouth ; lie affur'd the 
Athenian!, with a decifive Tone of Voice, that 
they had nothing to fear from the new King of 
Matedun, who did not dare to 11 ir out ot his 
Kingdom ; but would think himfelf vaftly happy, 
could he fit peaceably on his Throne. At the 
(u me Time, he wrote Letters to Slttaltu, one of 
PUhp\ Lieurenai.ts in //// a Minor, to exci'c him, 
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to rebel. This Attains (as has been fa id before) 
was Uncle to Cleopatra, Philip's fecond Wife, and 
was very much difpofed to liften to the Propofals 
of Demojihcv.es, having little Rcafon to hope lor 
any Favour from his new Sovereign^ whom he 
had grofly affronted. Neverthelefs, as Alexander 
was grown very diffident of him, for which he 
knew there was but too much Reafon j to eradi- 
cate from his Mind all the Sufpicions he might 
entertain, and the better to fcreen his Defigns, he 
fent all the Letters of DcmoJlhc?ies to that Prince. 
But Alexander faw through all his Artifices ; and 
thereupon, order'd Hecataus, one of his Com- 
manders, whom he had fent into ^Afia for that 
Purpofe, to aflaflinate him, which he did accor- 
dingly. The Death of Attains reftor'd Tranqui- 
lity to the Army, and quite deftroy'd the Seeds of 
Dlfcord and Rebellion. 

When Alexander had fecur'd his Kingdom from 
the Barbarians, he march'd with great Speed to- 
wards Greece ; and advancing to the Pafs of Ther- 
mopylae, he fpake, as follows, to thofe who ac- 
company'd him : Demofthenes, in his Orations, 
called me a Child, 'when I was in lllyria, and amo?ig 
the TribaJli ; and he called me an hair-brain'd 
Youth, when I was in Thcffoly ; therefore, I mttft 
nowjhnv him, before the Walls of Athens, that I 
am a Man grown. He appeared fo fuddenly in 
Bccotia, that the Thebans could fcarce believe their 
Eyes ; however, when he was willing to give them 
Time to repent, and only demanded to have 9 t hoe- 
nix and Prothutes, the two chief Ringleade; s of 
the Rebellion, deliver'd up to him ; and publifh'd 
by Sound of Trumpet, a general Pardon, to all 
who ihonld come over to him ; the Thebans, by 
Way of Infult, demanded to have Philotas and 
Antipater deliver'd to them ; and likewife invited, 
by a Declaration, all who were follicitous for 
the Freedom of Greece, to unite under their Stan- 
dard. 

Alexander, then, finding it impoflible, to get 
the Better of their Obftinacy, by Offers of Peace, 
faw, with Grief, that he fhould be forced to 
employ his Power, and decide the Affair by Force 
of Arms. A great Battle was, thereupon, fought, 
in which the Thebans exerted thcmfelvcs with a 
Bravery and Fire fuperior to their Strength ; for 
the Enemy exceeded them vaftly in Numbers : 
But, after a long and vigorous Refiftancc, fuch 
as furviv'd of the Macedonian Garrifon in the Ci- 
tadel, coming down from it, and charging the 
Thebans in the Rear ; that unfortunate People be- 
ing thus furrounded on all Sides, the greateft Part 
of them were cut in Pieces, and the City was 
taken and plunder'd. 

It would be impoflible for Words to cxpreft the 
dreadful Calamities, which they fuffer'd on this 



Occafion : Some Thraci an s having pull'd down the 
Houfe of a virtuous Lady of Quality, Timcclea 
by Name, carry 'd off all her Goods and Treafure - y 
and their Captain having fciz'd the Lady, and fo- 
liated his brutal Lufl: with her, afterwards en- 
quired whether fhe had not conccal'd fome Gold 
'and Silver : Whereupon Timoclca, animated by a 
frrong Third of Revenge, declaring, that flic had 
hid fome, took him with herfelf only into the 
Garden; and (hewing him a Well, told him, thai: 
the Jnftant fhe faw the Knemy enter the City, fhe 
herfelf had rhrown therein rhe molt valuable Vine 

of her Polfcllions. The. O'licer, overjoy \i at what 

he 
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he heard, drew near to the Well, and ftoop'd down 
to fee ics Depch; when Timoclea, who was behind, 
pulhing him with all her Scrcngch, threw him into 
ic, and flung fo many Stones upon him, that fhe 
kill'd him. At the fame Time, fhe was fciz'd by 
the Thracians, and being bound in Chains, was 
carry 'd before Alexander ; who pcrcciv'd immedi- 
ately, by her Mien, that (he was a Woman of 
Quality and Courage 5 for fhe had follow 'd thofe 
brutal Wretches with a very haughty Air, and 
•without once difcovering the leaft Fear. Where- 
fore, asking her who fhe was, and why fhe had 
fo done? Timoclea reply'd, (€ I am Sifter to Tbea- 
* f genes, who fought againft Philip, to recover the 
** Liberty of Greece 5 and was kill'd in the Battle 
** of Char one a, where he commanded : To re- 
<* venge my Honour, I kill'd my Raviflier, and 
" glory in the Deed." Whereupon, that Prince 
admiring the generous Anfwer of this Lady, and 
fiill more the Heroifm, by which fhe had fo lately 
fignaliz'd herfelf, gave her Leave to retire whither 
foever fhe pleafed, with her Children. 

Alexander then debated in Council, how he 
fhould treat the Thebans ? Whereupon the Thocen- 
fes, and thofe of Plata*, Tbejpia, and Orcbomenus; 
who were all in Alliance with Alexander, and had 
fhar'd in his Viclory, reprefented to him the cruel 
Treatment they had met with from the Thebans, 
who alfo had deftroy'd their feveral Cities \ and 
reproach'd them with the Zeal, which they had 
always difcover'd, in Favour of the Perjians, a- 
gainlt the Greeks, who held them in the utmoft 
Deteftation j as a Proof of which, they inftane'd 
the Oath they all had taken to deftroy Thebes, 
after they fhould have vanquifh'd the tPer/lans. 

Cleades, one of the Prifoners, being then per- 
mitted to fpeak, endeavour'd to excule, at leaft, 
an fome Meafure, the Rebellion of the Thebans 5 
a Fault, which, in his Opinion, he faid, fhould 
be imputed to a rafh and credulous Imprudence, 
rather than to a deprav'd Will, and an open Per- 
iidy. To prove this, he remonftrated, that his 
Countrymen, upon a falfe Report of the Death 
of Alexander, had, indeed, too ralhly broke into 
Rebellion, not againft the King, but his Succef- 
fors : That what' Crimes foever they might have 
committed, they had been punifh'd for them with 
the utmoft Severity, by the dreadful Calamity 
which had befallen their City. That there now 
xemain'd in it none but Women, Children, and 
old Men j from whom they had nothing to fear ; 
and who were fo much the greater Objects of Com- 
panion, as they had been no Ways conccrn'd in 
the Rebellion. He then concluded, with remind- 
ing Alexander, that Thebes, which had given Birth 
to many Gods and Heroes, feveral of whom were 
that King's A nee (tors, had alfo been the Miftrefs, 
which had laid the Foundation of his Father Phi- 
lip* rifing Glory ; and like a fecond native Coun- 
try to him. 

Thefe Motives which Cleades urg'd, were very 
ftrong and powerful ; neverchclcfs, the Anger of 
the Conqueror nrevail'd, and the City was deirrov'd. 
However, he ice at Liberty the Pricfts ; all fuch 
as had a Right of Hofpitality, in common, with 
the Macedonians ; the Defendants of Pindar, the 
famous Poet, who had done fo much Honour to 
Greece \ and fuch as had oppofed the Rebellion: 
Hut all the Reft, making about thirty thoufand, 
he fold j and a little more than fix thoufand were 
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kill'd in Eatde. The Athenians were fo terribly 
afflicted at the fad Difalter which had befallen 
Thibet, that, being about to folemnize theFeftival 
of the grand Mylteries, they fufpended them for 
the Reafon abovemention'd ; recciv'd with the 
greateft Humanity all thofe who had fled from the 
Battle, and the Plunder of Thebes, and made Athens 
their AJylum* 

In the mean Time, the fudden Arrival of Alex- 
ander in Greece, had very much abated the Haugh- 
tinefs of the Athenians, and extinguifh'd the Ve- 
hemence and Fire of Demuflhcnes : But the Ruin 
of Thebes, which was ftill more fudden, threw 
them into the utmoft; Confirmation. They, there- 
fore, had Recourfe to Intreatics, and fent a De- 
putation to Alexander, to implore his Clemency. 
Demoflhenes was among them j but he was no foonc-r 
arriv'd upon Mount Cytheron, than, dreading the 
Anger of that Prince, he left his Embatfy, and 
return'd home. 

Alexander immediately fent to Athens, requiring 
the Citizens to deliver up to him ten Orators, 
whom he fuppofed to have been chief fnfrrumchts 
in forming the Alliance, which Philip, his Father, 
had defeated at Charonea. Ic was on this Oo.afion, 
Demqfihenes recited to the People the ^able of the 
Wolves and Dogs, in which 'tis fuppos'd, That the 
Wolves one Day told the Sheep, that, in Cafe they 
dejir'd to be at Peace with them, they muft 'deliver 
up to them their Dogs, who were their Guard.Thc 
The Application was eafy and natural ; efpecially 
with RefpecT: to the Orators, who were juftly com- 
par'd to Dogs, whofe Duty is to watch, to bark, 
and to fight, in order to fave the Lives of the 
Flock. 

In this prodigious Dilemma of the Athenians, 
who could not prevail with thcmfelves to deliver 
up their Orators to certain Death, and yet had no 
other Way to fave their City { Demades, whom 
Alexander had honour'd with his Friendfhip, offer \J 
to undertake the Embaffy alone, and interceed for 
them. The King, whether he were then faciated 
with Revenge, or endeavoured to blot out, if pof- 
fible, by fome Aft of Clemency, the barbarous 
A&ion he had iuft before committed ; or rather, 
to remove the feveral Obftacles, which might re- 
tard the Execution of his grand Defign; and, by 
that Means, not leave, during his Abfence, the 
leaft Pretence for Murmurs, wav'd his Demand, 
with Regard to the Delivery of the Orators ; and 
was pacify'd, by their fending Caridemus into 
Banifnment, who being a Native of Or a a, had 
been prefented by the Athenians with his Free- 
dom, for the Services he had done the Rc pub lick. 
He was Son -in -Law to Cherfobleptus, King of 
Thrace ; had learn'd the Science of War under 
Iphicrates, and had himfelf frequently commanded 
the Athenian Armies : But, Alexander infilling 
upon his being banifli'd the City, he fled to the 
King of Pcrfia* 

As for the Athenians, he not only forgave them 
the feveral Injuries he pretended to have recciv'd. 
but was particularly kind to them, exhorting them 
to apply themfelves vigoroufly to Bufinefs, and 
keep a watchful Eye over the feveral Tranfaftions 
which might happen; becaufe that, in Cafe of 
his Death, their City only ought to give Laws 
to the Reft of Greece. Hifrorinns aver, that many 
Years after this Expedition, he was fei'/Ai with 
deep Re 1 nor fe lor the Calamity he had brought 
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upon the Tbebans, and chat this made him behave 
with much greater Humanity towards many other 
Nations. 

So dreadful an Example of Severity towards fo 
powerful a City as Thebes, fpread theTerrorof his 
Arms through all Greece, and obtnin'd him an 
univerfal Subrniffion. Whereupon he fummon'd, 
at Corinth, the Ailembly of the ieveral States, and 
free Cities of Greece, to obtain from them the 
fame fupreme Command againlt the Perjians, as 
had been granted his Facher, a little before his 
Death. No Diet ever debated on a more import 
tant Subject. 'Twas the Wejiern World refolding 
the Ruin of that of the Eaft, and the Methods 
how to execute an Act of Vengeance, fufpended 
near three hundred Years. The Ailembly held on 
this Spot, will give Rife to Events, the Relation 
of which will appear aironilhing, and almoit in- 
credible; and to Revolutions, which will change 
the Difpofition of moft Things in the World. 

To form fuch a Deh*gn, a Monarch was required 
of a bold, enterprizing Character, and experienced 
in \Varj a Prince, who having acquired a mighty- 
Name by his Exploits, was noc to be intimidated 
by Dangers, nor check'd by Obitacles^ but, above 
all, a Monarch, who had a fupreme Authority 
over all the States of Greece, none of which h*ngly 
was powerful enough to make fo arduous an At- 
tempt ; and which required, in order for their 
acting in Concert, to be fubje£fc to one Chief, who 
might give Motion to the fcvcral Parts of that 
great Body, by making them all concur to the 
ame End. Such a Prince was Alexander. It was 
not difficult for him to rccal to the Memory of the 
People, the Hatred they formerly had entertain'd 
againft the Perjians, their perpetual and irrecon- 
cileable Enemies \ whofe Deftruction they had 
more than once fw'orn, and whom they had deter- 
min'd to extirpate, in Cafe an Opportunity fliould 
prefent itfelf for that Purpofe ; an Hatred, which 
the inteftinc Feuds of the Greeks might, indeed, 
have fufpended, but could never extinguish. The 
immortal Retreat of the Ten 1 houfand GREEKS, 
in Spite of the vigorous Oppofition of the prodi- 
gious Army of the Perjiaus ; the Terror, which 
j4gefi!aus> with but a Handful of Men, had ftruck 
even as far as Sufa ; evidently lhcw'd what great 
Things might be expected from an Army, com- 
pofed of the Flower of the Forces of all Greece, 
and thofe of Mace don, commanded by general 
Officers, who had been train'd up under Uhilip\ 
and, to fay all in one Word, were headed by A- 
:>.:;jndet. The Deliberations of the AfTcmbly 
were, therefore, very fhort, and that Prince was 
'iwanimouDy appointed Gcneraiiilimo againlt the 
Ptr/ians. 

immediately a great Number of Officers, and 
( Governors of Cities, with fcvcral Philosophers, 
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made him a Vifit. The Philosopher win, ul'ihm 
Time, basking in the Sun ; but, feeing lo great 
a Crowd of People advancing cowards him, he i:\t 
down, and fix'd his Fycs upon JIUxiinder* Tliat 
Prince, furprizAl' to ice fo famous a Philofopher 
redue'd to fuch extreme Poverty, after faluting 
him in the kindeit Manner, ask'd, whether hi* 
wanted any Thing ? To which Diogenes abruptly 
reply 'd, 2\'S j / want you to get out of my Sun- 
Jhinc. This Anfwcr raifed the Contempt and In- 
dignation of all the Courtiers j but the Monarch; 
lrruck with the Philofopher's Greatnefs of Soul, 
W 'ere I not Alexander ( fays he) / could wijh to 
hi Diogenes. A very deep Thought is conceal'd 
under this Expreilion, and it Ihews perfectly the 
Bent and Difpofition of the Heart of Man. Alex- 
ander is fenfible that he is formed Co poifefs all 
Things; fucli is his Deitiny, and therein he makes 
his Happinefs confllt : But then, in Cafe he fhould 
not be able to compafs his Ends, he alfo is fen- 
iible> that, to attain Happinefs, he mult endea- 
vour to bring his Mind to fuch a Frame, as to 
live contented without Pofleflions. In a Word, all 
or tiothing prefents us with the true Image of A- 
lexander and Diogenes. How great and how pow- 
erful foever that Prince might think himfelf, he- 
yet mult have feen, that, on this Occafion, he was 
inferior to a Man, on whom he could not confer 
any Benefit ; and from whom he could noc take 
any Thing. 

Before he fct out for AJta, Alexander was detcr- 
min'd to confult the Oracle of Ap'dlo ; wherefore; 
he went to 'Delphos ; but nappen'd to arrive there 
on chofe Days which were call'd the unlucky ; a 
Seafon, in which People were forbid confulting 
the Oracle ; and accordingly, the Prieftefs refufed 
to go to the Temple : But Alexandr, who could 
not bear any Contradiction, took her forcibly by 
the Arm 9 and, as he was leading her to the 1 em- 
pie, fhe cry'd out ; My Son, thou art irrcfiftible. 
This was all he defir'd j wherefore, catching thefe 
Words, which he look'd upon as fpdkcn by the 
Oracle, he fet out for Mace don, in order to make 



Preparations for that important Expedition, 

About the Time we are now fp caking of, the 
famous Suit between Aifchincs and Demtjthcncs was 
ended : The latter having rebuilt, at his own Ex- 
penee, the Walls of Athens ; the Citizens, out of 
Gratitude, honour'd him with a Golden Crown, 
in Purfuance of the Decree, which Ctejiphon had 
made for that Purpofe : Whereupon, JEfchincs> 
cxafperared at the Glory which his Rival thereby 
obtain'd, cenfur'd this Decree of Ctefiphon. This 



wai Led upon Alexander, to congratulate him upon 
Us Election. He flatter'd himfelf, that '/Jiwencs 
of Si nope, who was then at Corinth, would alfo 
come, J ike the Reft, and pay his Compliments. 
This PhiJofopher, who encertain'd a very mean 
Idea of Grandeur* thought it was not a proper Sea- 
Jon to congratulate Men juft upon their fcxalta- 
; bur, that Mankind ought to wait till fuch 
J une a:; thofc Perform had perform'd Actions 
.vorthv of tJicir high Station;*. c Diogwes, there- 
no, did not once come out of hi?; Houfc ; upon 
- hkli, A/tr.atrder, attended by all Iris Courtiers, 



Suit commcne'd the very Year, and a little before 
the Battle of Ch<vronca\ however, it was not de- 
termine! till eight Years afterwards. No Caufei 
ever excited fo much Curiolity, nor was pleaded 
with fo much Pomp. *' People flocked to ic from 
all Parts (fays Ciccto) and they had great Rea- 
son for fo doing; for, what Sight could be 
nobler, than a Struggle between two Orators, 
each of them excellent in his Way ; both form'd 
by Nature; improv'd by Art; and animated 

by perpetual Keuds, and an implacable Ani- 
monty." 

Thefe two Orations have always been look'd 
upon as the Matter-Pieces of Antiquity j cfpeci- 
ally that of ' Uemo/lhcws ; Cicero had era filiated the 
latter, a Alining Proof of the high Opinion he 
entertain'd of it : Unfortunately lor us, the Pre- 
amble 
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amble only to that Performance is now extant, 

which alone is fulricient, to make us very much 

regret the Lofs of the Reft. 

Amongft the numberlefs Beauties, which are 
confpicuous in every Part of thefe two' Orations, 

mc chinks, there appears, if we may be allow'd to 
cenfure the Writings of fuch great Men, a con- 
fiderablc Error, that very much leffens their Per- 
fections, 3nd which appears to us dire&ly repug- 
nant to the Rules of folid, juft Eloquence ; which 
is, the grofs, injurious Terms in which thefe two 
Orators reproach one another. The fame Objec- 
tion has been made to Tully's Orations againft 
Anthony. We have already declar'd, that this 
Manner of Writing, thefe grofs, opprobrious Ex- 
prellions, are the very Reverfe of folid Eloquence; 
and indeed, every Speech, which is di elated by 
PafTion and Revenge, never fails to be fufpected 
by thofe who judge of it ; whereas, an Oration, 
whofc Reafons and Arguments are ftrong and in- 
vincible ; and which., at the fame Time, is de- 
liver'd with Refervednefs and Moderation, gains 
the Heart, whilft it informs the Underftanding ; 
and perfuades no Jcfs, from the Efteem it infpires 
for the Orator, than from the Force of the Argu- 
ments he employs. 

The Juncture feem'd to favour ALfchincs very 
much ; for, the Macedonian Party, whom he had 
always befriended, was very powerful in Athens ; 

efpecially after the Ruin of Thebes. Nevcrthelefs, 
JEfchines loft his Caufe, and was juftly fentene'd 
to Banifhment, for his rafli Accufation. He, there- 
upon, went and fettled in Rhodes, and there open'd 
a School of Eloquence, the Fame and Glory of 
which continued for many Ages. He open'd his 
Lectures with the two Orations that had occafion'd 



his Banifhment. Great Encomiums were given to 
that of JEfchines ; but, when they heard that of 
Demojlhenes, the Praifes and Acclamations were 
redoubled : And it was then he fpoke thefe Words, 
fo greatly laudable, in the Mouth of an Enemy, 
and a Rival ; But, what jfpplaufes would you have 
be/Iow'd, had you heard Demofthenes himfelf pro- 
nounce it ! 

To conclude; the Victor made a good Ufe of 
his Conqueft : For, the Inttant JEfchines left Athens, 
in order to fail to Rhodes, Demofthenes ran after 
him, and fore'd him to accept of a Purfe of Mo- 
ney ; which muft have oblig'd him fo much the 
more, as he had lefs Room to expect fuch an 
Offer. On this Occafion, JEfchines is laid to have 
cry'd out: How will it be pofftble for me not to 
regret a Country, in which I leave an Enemy, who 
is fo vaftly generous, that I defpair of ever meeting 
m any other with Friends, who rcfemble him ! 

To return to Alexander, being arriv'd in his 
Kingdom, held a Council with the chief Officers 
of his Army, and the Grandees of his Court, on 
the Expedition he meditated again ft Per/!/, and 

the Meafurcs he thowld take, in order to fuccced 
J a ir. The whole Aflembly iverc unanimous, ex- 
cept on one Article. Antipatcr and Parmenio were 
or Opinion, that the King, before he engag'd in 
an Enterprizc, which muft neceflarily be a long 
one, ought to-make Choice of a Confort, in order 
to fecure himfelf a Succeffor to his Throne. But 
Alexander, who was of a violent, fiery Temper, 
•lid not approve of this Advice; and believ'd, that, 
: >|ur he had been nominated General iflin 10 of the 
theefci, and that his Father had left him an in- 



vincible Army, it would be a Shame for him to 
Jofe his Time in fo lemnizing his Nuptials, and 
waiting for the Fruits of it ; for which Reafon he- 
was determin'd to fet out immediately. 

Accordingly he ofFer'd up very fplendid Sacri- 
fices to the Gods, and caufed to be celebrated at 
Jjia, a City of Macedon> the Scenical Games, that 
had been inftitured by one of his Anccnftors, in 
Honour of Jupiter, and the Mufes. This Fefti- 
val continued nine Days, agreeable to the Num- 
ber of the latter Divinities'. He had a Tent raifed 
large enough to hold an hundred Tables, on 
which, coniequently, nine hundred Covers might 
be laid. To this Feaft, the feveral Princes of his 
Family, all the EmbafTadors, Generals and Offi- 
cers, were invited. He alfo treated his whole 
Army. It was then he had a famous Vifion, in 
which he was exhorted to march fpeedily into 
jfjia ; whereof Mention ftiall be made hereafter. 

Before he fet out upon this Expedition, he 
fettled the Affairs of Macedon, over which he 
appointed Antipater Viceroy, with twelve thou- 
sand Foot, and near the fame Number of Horfe. 

He alfo enquir'd into the domeftick Affairs of 
his Friends, giving to one a Piece of Ground, to 
another a Village, to a third the Revenues of a 
Town, to a fourth the Toll of a Harbour. And, 
as all the Revenues of his Demefns were already 
employ'd and exhaufted by his Liberalities ; Per- 
diccas hid to him, My Lord, what is it you re- 
ferve for your f elf V To which Alexander replying, 
Hope. Then (faid Per diccas) the fame Hope ought 
to fatisfy us $ and fo refufed very generou fly to 
accept of what the King had appointed him. 

The Knowledge of the human Heart, and the 
Art of governing it, is of great Importance to a 
Prince. Now Alexander was fenfible, that this 
Secret confifts in making it the Intereft of e very- 
Individual, to concur to a King's Exaltation ; 
and to govern his Subjects in fuch a Manner, that 
they may feci his Power by no other Marks than 
his Bounty. It is then that the Intereft of every 
Perfon is blended in that of the Prince. They 
are one's own Pofleflions, one's own Happinefs, 
which we love in his perfon ; and we are 10 many- 
Times attach'd to him, and by as clofeTies, as 
there are Things we love, and receive from him. 
All the Sequel of this Hiftory will fhew, that no 
Perfon ever made a more happy Ufe of this Max- 
im than Alexander, who thought himfelf raifed 
to the Throne, merely that he might do Good ; 
and indeed, his Liberality, which was truly royal, 
was not fatisfy'd, or exhaufted, by the nobleft 
Acts of Beneficence. 

Alexander, after having complcatly fettled Af- 
fairs in Macedon, and ufed all the Precautions 
imaginable, to prevent any Troubles from arifing 
in it, during his Abfence, fet out for Afta,^ in the 
Beginning of the Spring. His Army confiftcd of 
little more than thirty thoufand Foot', and four 
or five thoufand Horfe ; but then they were all 
brave Men ; well difcipiin'd, and inur'd to Fa- 
had made feveral Campaigns under Phi- 



tigueu 



Up ; and each of them, in a Cafe of Meccflity, was 
able to command. Moft of the Officers were near 
lixty Years of Age; and when they were cither 
affemblcd, or potted at the Head of a Camp, they 
had the Air or a venerable Senate. Parmento com- 
manded the Infantry ; Vhilotas, his Son, had one 
thoufand, eight hundred Horfe under him, all 
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JMacedohians\ and CalLiSj the Son of Harpalus, the 
lame Number of Theffalian Cavalry. The Reft of 
the Hoife, who were taken from the different Na- 
tions of Greece, and amounted to fix hundred, had 
their particular Commanders. The Thracians, and 
Pteonians, who always led the Van, were headed 
by Cajja/idcr: Alexander took his March along 
the Lake Ccrcimm, towards Amphipolis j crofs'd 
the River Strymon^ near its Mouth; afterwards the 
Heh us, and arrived at Scftos, after twenty Days 
March. He then commanded Payment o to crofs 
over from Se&os to Abides, with all the Horfc, and 
Part of the Foot ; which he accordingly did, by 
the A Alliance of an hundred and fixty Gallies, and 
feveral flat-bottomM VelTels. As iov Alexander, he 
went from Elats to the Port of the Achat ans, him- 
felf Peering his own Galley; and being got to the 
Middle of the Hellefpont, he facririe'd a Bull to 
Aeptune, and the Nereides ; and made Libations in 
the Sea trom a Golden Cup. 'Tis alfo related, that, 
alter having hurl'd a Javelin at the Ground, as 
though he thereby took Pofleifion of it, he landed 
firlr. inAi?J; and leaping from the Ship, com- 
pletely arm'd, and in the higheft Transports of 
joy, he erected Altars on the Shore to Jupiter, 
Minerva, and Hercules, for having favour'd him 
with fo propitious a Defcent : He had done the 
fame at his leaving Europe. 

He depended lb entirely on the happy Succefs 
of his Arms, and the rich Spoils he mould meet 
with in Alia, that he had made very little Provi- 
fior. for fo great an Expedition ; firmly perfuaded, 
that War, when carry *d on w ell, will fnpply all 
Things r.eceifary for itfelf. He had but feventy 



Talents in Money to pay his Army, and Provilion* 
only for a Month. We oblerv'd before, than he 
had divided his Patrimony among his Generals, 
and Officers ; and a Circumftance of great Impor- 
tance, is, that he had infpir'd his Soldiers with 
lb much Courage and Security, that they fancy 'd 
they march'd, not to doubtful War, but to certain 

Viciory. 

Being arriv'd at the City of Lampfacus, which 
he was determined to deftroy, in order to puniih 
the Rebellion of its Inhabitants ; Anaximcnes, a 
Native of that Place, came to meet him. He was 
a famous Hiitorian, and had been very intimate 
with Philip, his Father ; and Alexander himfelf 
had a great Efteem for him, he having been his. 
Pupil. However, the King fufpe£ting the Bufinefs 
he was come upon, got the Start of him, and 
fworc in exprcfsTerms ; that he would never grant 
his Requeft. Whereupon, the Favour I have to de- 
fire of you, fays the*Hiftorian, is, that you would 
deftroy Lampfacus, my native. City. By which witty 
Turn, and Prefence of Mind, he fav'd his Coun- 
try. 

From thence Alexander arriv'd at I/ion, where 
he paid great Honours to the Manes of Achilles, and 
caufed Games to be celebrated round his Tomb. 
He admir'd, and envy'd the double Felicity of that 
renown'd Grecian, in having found, during his 
Life-Time, a faithful Friend in Tatroclus ^ and, 
after his Death, a. Herald in Homer, worthy of the 
great Actions he had atchiev'd. And indeed, had 
it not been for the Iliad, the Name of Achilles 
would have been bury'd in the fame Grave with 
his Body. 
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S^rchs furraidcrs 7 and Ephefus • He takes Miletus, and HalicarnalTus ; A Con/} 
formd againjl him, but difcoverd ; He cuts the Gordian Knot ; He lathes in the 1 
Cydnus, which almoft cojls him his Life ; The noble Confidence he reposed in Pi 
his Phjfijian ; Caridemus put to Death by Darius, for giving him good Counfcl ; 

ted, 'The Confequenccs thereof; Alexanc 



Battle of 



vjhere Darius is defc 



UJuoc of the Captive Princejfes 7 the Mother } fVtfe^ and Daughters of 



AT lafr, Alexander arriv'd on the Banks of 
the Granicus, a River of Phrygia. The 
Sattapa, or L'cutenant-Generals, waited 
hib coming o:i the other Side of it, firmly rcfolv'd 
to d.fpute the Palfage with him. Thair Army 
cor.filtcd of t):.e hundred thoufand Foot, and up- 
ward* of Ten thoufand Horfc. Memnon, who was 
a fctoJian, and commanded, under 'Darius, over 
all the Coait of Afia, had advifed the Generals 
not to venture a Battle j but to lay watte the 
Plains, and even the Cities, thereby to ftarve A- 
l t x.indu\ Army* and oblige him to return back 
ii. to hut op*. iUemmn was the belt of ail the Gc- 



Wifdorn in Council \ his Courage and Capacity in 
the Field j or his Zeal and Attachment to his So- 
vereign. The Counfel he gave, on this Occafion, 
was excellent, when we confide r, that his Enemy 
was fiery and impetuous > unpofTefs'd of a fingle 
Town, or Magazine, and had no Place to retire 
to ; that he was coming into a Country, to which 
he was abfolutcly a Stranger ; and the inhabitant 
whereof were his Enemies ; that nothing but De- 
lays could weaken, and -ruin himj and, that his 
only Hopes lay in giving Battle immediately. But 
Arjitcs, a Phrygian Satrapa, oppofed the Opinion 
of Memnon ; and proteired, he would never fuller 
the Grecians to make fuch Havoek in the Ten i- 
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J)cr ,,\i oi Dutitti, and had made greater Conquefts the Grecians to make fuch Havoek in thcTerri- 
thii anv (A them. 'Tis not ealy to determine, tori es he governed. This weak Counfcl pre vail'd 
which we ought to admire molt iu him ; hib great over that of the Foreigner Memnon ; whom the 
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¥ fct fans , to their great Prejudice, fufpccled of a 
DJign to fpin out the War, and, by chat Means, 

to make himfcli neceffary to Darius. 

in the mean Time, Alexander march'd on, with 

his Infantry, who were heavily arm'd, arid drawn 

up in two Lines, having the Cavalry in the Wings: 

The Baggage follow'd in the Rear. Being arriv'd 

upon the Banks of the Granicus^Parmenio advifed 

him t • encamp there in Hattle- Array, in order that 

his Forces might have Time to reft thcmfclves; 

and not crofs over the River till very early next 

Morning, becaufc the Enemy would then be lefs 

able to prevent him. He added, that it would be 

too dangerous, to attempt creffing a River, in 

Sight of an Enemy, efpccially, as that before them 

was deep, and its Banks very iieep; fo that the 

Petfian Cavalry* who waited their coming, in Battle 
Array, on the other Side, might eafily defeat them, 
before they were drawn up. That, be /ides the 
Lofs, which would be fuftain'd on this sjecafion; 
this Enterprise, in Cafe it lhould prove unfuccefs- 
ful, would be of dangerous Confequence to their 
future Succefs ; the Fame and Glory of Arms de- 
pending on the firlr. Exploits. 

However, chefc feveral deafens were no: able 
to make the lea It Impreffion on Alexander , who 
declar'd, that it would be a Shame, fhould he, 
after croffing the Hellejpont, fuffer his Prog re fs to 
be retarded by a Rivulet; for, fo he cail'd the 
Graidcus, out of Contempt. That they ou^ht to 
take Advantage of the Terror, which the Sudden- 
nefs of his Arrival, and the Boldnefs of his At- 
tempt, had (truck into the Pujtans ; and anfwer 
the high Opinion that Nation entertain'd of his 
Courage? and the Valour of the Macedonians, In 
the mean While, the Enemy's Horfe, which was 
very numerous, liu'd the whole Shore, and form'd 
a large Front, in order to oppofe Alexander, where- 
ever he fhould endeavour ro crofs : And the Foot, 
which confifted chiefly of Greeks, in the Service of 
Darius, were polled behind, upon an eafy A- 
Icent. 

The two Armies continued a long Time in Sight 
of each other, on the Banks of the River, as though 
they dreaded the Event : The Perfians waited for 
the Macedonians entering the River, in order to 
charge them to Advantage upon their landing ; 
and the latter feem'd to be making Choice of a 
Place proper for crofting, and to Airvcy the Coun- 
tenance of their Enemies. Upon this, Alexander 
having ordcr'd his Horfe to be brought, enjoin'd 
the Noblemen of the Court to follow him, and be- 
have gallantly. He commanded the RightWing 
himfelf, and Parmenio the Left. The King firll 
cauied a itrong Detachment to march into the 
River, himfelf following after with the Reft of 
the Forces, the Trumpets founding, and the whole 
Army making the molt joyful Acclamations : Par- 
mcnio ad vane VI afterwards with the Left Wing. 

The Perjfans* at the bight of this Detachment, 
advance forward; begin to let fly their Arrows, 
and march to a Place where the Declivity was not 
lb great, in order to keep the Macedonians from 
landing. The Horfe then engag'd with great Fury; 
one Part endeavouring to land, and the other driv- 
ing to prevent them. The Macedonians, whole 
Cavalry was vaftly inferior in Number, be (ides the 
Advantage of the Ground, were gal I'd terribly 
with the Darts that were Ihoc from the Eminence : 
Not to mention, that the Flower of the Petjian 
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Horfe were drawn together in that Place; and that 
AJemnnn, with his Sons, commanded there. The 
Macedonians, therefore, at firft, gave Ground, after 
having loli the firff. Ranks, which made a vigorous 
Defence- Alexander, who had followed them clofe, 
and reir.forc'd them with his beft Troops, heads 
them himl'df, animates them by his Pre fence, 
overthrows the Per pans, and routs them : (Jpon 
which, the whole Army follow after, crofs the 
River, and attack the Enemy on all Sides. 

Alexander, in Perlon, firfr. chargVJ the thickeft 
Part of the Enemy's Horfe, in which the Generals 
fought ; and was particularly confpicuous, by his 
Shield, and the Plume of Feathers, that overfha- 
dovv'd his Helmet; on the two Sides of which there 
rofe two Wings, as it were, of a great Length - y 
and fo very white, that they dazzled the Eyes of 
the Beholder. The? Onfet was very furious about 
his Perfon ; and though. the Horfe only were then 
engag'd, they (ought without once flinching) Man 
againlfc Man, like the Foot ; every one Itriving 
to repulfe his Advcrfary, and gain Ground of him : 
Particularly Spitbtidates, Lieutenant-Governor of 
Ionia, and Son-in-Law to Darius, diftinguifh'd 
himfelf above the Reft of the Generals, by his 
fupcrior Bravery. Being furrounded by forty Per- 
//an Lords, all of them his Relations, and renown'd 
for their Valour, who never mov'd from his Side, 
he ftruck a Terror whitherfoever he rode. Here- 
upon,' Alexander obferving in how gallant a Man- 
ner he fignaliz'd himfelf, clapp'd Spurs to his 
Horfe, and advane'd towards him. Immediately 
they engage, and each hurling a Javelin, they 
wounded one another flightly. Spitht idates then 
glowing with Rage? flies, Sword in Hand, upon 
Alexander \ who being prepar'd for him, thruft 
his Pike into his Face, and laid him dead at his 
Feet j when Rbifaces, Brother to this Sattapa> 
charging him on the Side, gives him fo furious a 
Blow on the Head with his Battle -Ax, that he 
beat off his Plume, but went no deeper than the 
Hair. As he was going to give him a fecond Blow- 
on the Head, which now appear'd through his 
fraclur'd Helmet ; Clitus cuts off* the Head or 
Rhejaces with one Stroke of his Scimitar, and, by 
chat Means, fav'd his Sovereign's Life. Mean 
While, the Danger to which Alexander had been 
expofed, greatly animating the Courage of his Sol- 
diers, they pcrform'd Wonders ; infomuch, that 
the Per/tans, who were in the Centre of the' Horfe, 
overwhelm'd with the numberlefs Showers of Darts 
ihot by the Soldiers lightly arm'd, who had been 
incorporated with the Horfe; and being unable to 
fuilain any longer the Attack of the Macedonians, 
who aim'd all at the Pace, their two Wings had 
immediately broke, upon which they fled : The 
Enemy loir, but a thoufand Horfe ; who were not 
pu r f u 'd , becaufe Alexander cha rgU t he Fooc a little 
after; who, fays the Hi dorian, at fir ft flood their 
Ground ; which was owing to the Surprize they 
were feiVd with , rather than to Bravery : But, 
when they faw themfelves attacked, at the fame 
Time, by the Cavalry, and by the Macedonia?! 
'Phalanx, which had crofled the River, and that 
the Battalions were engag'd ; did not make either 
a long, or a vigorous Reliltance; and were all 
foon put to Flight, except the Grecian Infantry, 
in the Service of Darius. This Bods of Foot re- 
tiring to a Hill, required a Prorriife from - 'Ilexan - 
dr, to tec them march away unmoieircd; but thar 
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Prince j Following the Infpirations of his Wrath, 
tather than chofc of Reafon and good Sen fo, rulrTd 
into the Midil of this Body ot Foot, and prefently 
loif, his Horfe (not Bucephalus) who was kill'd with 
theThruft of a Sword. The Battle then gre.v io 
fierce round him, that all the Macedonians, who 
loll their Lives on this Occalion, «»ere kiJTd in 
this Part of it; for, they fought againft a Body 
of Men, who were well diiciplin'd; had been 
inur'd to the Fatigues ot War; and fought like 
Defperadocs : Neverthelefs, they were all cut in 
Pieces, Tao thoufand excepted, uho were taken 
Prifoners. 

A great Number of the chief 'V erf an Com- 
manders lay dead on the Spot : -4rftes fled into 
Phr\gia,\\hcYC, * e are told, he laid violent Hands 
upon himfelf, for having been the Caufe of ven- 
turing a Battle : 'T ould have been more glorious 
for him, had he loft his Life in the Field; There 
were kill'd in this Engagement, on the Side of the 
Bar tartans, Twenty thoufand Foot, and Two thou- 
fand five hundred Horfe; and of the ^Macedonians, 
Twenty-rive Cavalry of the Royal Companies, were 
kill'd at the firft OnfcC. To rew:ud their Bravery, 
Alexander order'd L)fiffus to carve Brazen Statues 
to their Honour, all which were fee up in a City 
of ace Jon, cali'd Did, whence they were, many 
Years after, carry "d to Rome, by j^' Alete/las. A- 
bout Sixty of the other Horfe were kill'd j and 
near Thirty Foot; who were all laid, with their 
Arms and Equipage, in one Grave, the next 
Day; and the King exempted their Fathers and 
Children from every Kind of Tribute and Ser- 
vice. 

He alfo took the utmofl: Care of the Wounded; 
vifiting them, and feeing their Wounds drefs'd : 
He enquir'd very particularly into their Adven- 
tures, and permitced every one of them to relate 
his Actions, and boalV, his Bravery : A Prince gains 
many Advantages, by fuch a Familiarity and 
Condefceniion. He alio gave the Kites of Sepul- 
ture to the Grandees of 'tafia, and did not even 
refufe it to fuch Greeks as dy'd in the c Perfan Ser- 
vice ; but all thofe whom he took Prifoners, he 
threw into Chains, and fene them to hard Labour 
in Macedonia \ for, having fought under the Bar- 
barian Standards agair.lt their Country ; contrary 
to the exprefs Prohibition made in Greece for that 
Purpofe. 

Befides this, Alexander , prompted by an unufual 
Greatnefs of Mind, afYe&ed to let the Greeks fhare 
in the Honour of his Vi&ory ; and fent, particu- 
larly to the Athenians, Three hundred Shields, be- 
ing Part of the Plunder taken from the Enemy $ 
and had the glorious Infcription following, in- 
fcrib'd on the Rett of the Spoils : Alexander, 
Son of Philip, with all the Greeks (except the La- 
cedaemonians) won thefc Spoils from the Barbarians, 
who inhabit Ada. The g rente ft Part of the Gold 
and Silver Plate, the Purple Carpets, and other 
Furniture belonging to the luxurious Ptrfians, he 
lent to his Mother. 

The Suec eft with which the Battle of the Gra- 
nicus was crown'd, had all the happy Confcquences 
that could naturally be expected from it. Xardis, 
which was, as in were, the Bulwark of the Barba- 
rian Empire to the Sea-ward, furrender'd to Jl- 
iexandcr, who, thereupon, gave the Citizens their 
Liberty j and permitted them to live after their 
nwn Luwu. Four Days after j he arriv'd at Hp he- 
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fus-y carrying back with hirn thofe who had ujc: ; 
banillrd from thence, for adhering to him ; am? 
reftord its popular Form of (Government. lh 
alfo a lligird to the Temple at Diana, the Tribute 
which were paid to the Kings of Perfia ; am! 
offer* J a great Number of Sacrifices to this God- 
dels; folernni ^mg her Myileries with the u f moil 
Pomp, and conducting the Ceremony with his 
whole Army drawn up in Bat tie- Array. The E- 
phtjians had begun to rebuild the Temple of Di- 
ana, which had been burn'd the Nighc of Al x- 
audcr's Birth, as was before obferv'd j and the 1 
W ork was then very forward : Dino-rates, a fa- 
mous Architect, who had the Direction of this 
Building, was afterwards emplov'd by Alexander, 
to build Al xandtia in Egypt. "That Prince alfo 
ofFer\i to pay the Ephc/Sans the feveral Expences 
they had already been at; and to furnifli che Re- 
mainder, provided they would infaibe the T emple 
with his Name, and do him the Honour of it ; 
for he was greedy, or rather, infatiable of every 
Kind of Glory : Bur, how advantageous lower 
this Oiler might be, the Ephcfi.ms retus'd it. Be- 
fore he left Ephcfus, the Deputies of Tt allis and 

Magncfa, waited upon him with the Keys of their 
Cities. 

He afterwards march'd to Miletus* which City* 
fiatter'd with the Hopes of a fudden, ar.d powerful 
Reinforcement, fhuc their Gates againft hirn: And 
indeed, the Pcrfian Fleet, which was very cnii- 
dcrable, made a Shew, as if they would have re- 
lieved it; bur, after having made various frmtlcfs 
Attempts to engage that of the Enemy, the) were 
lorcd to fail away. Mcmnon had fliut himfeh up 
in this itrong Holci, with a great Number of his 
Soldiers, who had efcap'd from che Battle; ar.d 
was determin'd to make a (lout Refinance : How- 
ever, AAxander, who could not bear to lofe a 
Moment's Time, attack'd it, and planted Scaling- 
Ladders on all Sides. The Affailants mounted them 
with great Vigour, and were oppofed with no lef? 
Intrepidity ; although Alexander fent frefli Troops 
to it, who fucceede 1 one another, without the lealt 
Intermiflion : And this laltcd feveral Days. Ac 
laft, finding his Soldiers were every- where rcpul- 
fed, and that the City was ttor'd with Ammuni- 
tion, and Provifions, for a long Siege, he fet all 
his Engines at Work ; fo that he made a great 
Number of Breaches ; which, whenever thev at- 
tacked, they hkewife attempted to fcale the Walls; 
At lair, the Befieged, after futtaining all chefe 
Efforts, with prodigious Bravery, capitulated, for 
Fear of being taken by Storm; and Alexander 
treated all the Milefians with the utmofl Huma- 
nity; but fold for Slaves, all the Foreigners <. hd 
were iound in it: The Hiftorians don't make any 
Mention of Mcmnon, but we may reafonably 
fuppofe, that he march'd out with the Garrl- 
fon. 

Alexander, feeing that the Enemy's Fleet wan 
fail'd away, refolv'd to lay up his o .11, the Ex- 
pence of it being too great ; not to mention that 
he wanted Money for Things of greater Impor- 
tance. Some Hiitoriann arc even of Opinion, that, 
as he was upon the Point of coming to a Battle 
with which was to determine the l«*are of 

the two Empires; he was refolv'd to deprive his 
Soldiers of all Hopes of Retreat, and to leave 
them no other Refuge than line they could find 
in Victory. He, therefore., retained fuch Vcileii 

only 



ALEXANDER the Great. 



only* of his Fleet, as were abfolutcly ncccflary for 
tranfporting the military Engines, and a imall 
Number or other Gallics. 

After poUefling himfelf of Miletus, he march'd 
into Carta, in order to lay Siege to Halicarnaf- 
fus : This City was of prodigious difficult Acccfs, 
from its happy Situation, and had been ftrongfy 
forti£y J d. Befides, Memnon, the abieft, as well as 
the moft valiant of all the Generals of Darius, 
had got into that City with a Body of choice Sol- 
diers, there to fignalize his Courage and Fidelity 
for his Sovereign. He accordingly made n very 
noble Defence, in which he was feconded, by 
another General of great Merit, Ephialtes by 
Name. Whatever could be expetted from the 
moft intrepid Bravery, and the moft confummatc 
Knowledge in the Science of War, was confpicu- 
ous on both Sides, on this Occafion. After the 
Befiegers had, with incredible Labour, fill'd up 
Part of the 'Ditches, and brought their Engines 
pretty near the Walls; they had the Grief to fee 
their Works demolifrVd in an Inftant, and their 
Engines fet on Fire, by the frequent vigorous Sal- 
lies of the Befieged. Frequently, after beating 
down Part of a Wall with their Battering-Hams, 
they were aftonifh'd to fee a new one behind it; 
which was rais'd fo fuddenly, that ic feem'd to 
rife out of the Ground. The Attack of thefe Walls, 
which were built in a fcmi-circular Form, de- 
ftroy'd a prodigious Number of Men ; becaufe the 
Befieg'd, from the Top of the Towers that were 
rais'd on the fevcral Sides, gall'd the Enemy ter- 
ribly in Flank. 'Twas evidently feen at this Siege, 
that the ftrongeft Fortifications of a City, are the 
Valour and Courage of its Defenders. The Siege 
was held out fo long, and attended with fuch fur- 
prizing Difficulties, that any Warrior, but an Alex- 
ander, would have been dimeartned at it ; yet his 
Troops were animated by the View of Dangers, 
and their Patience was, at lalt, fuccefsful. Mem- 
-non, finding it impoffible for him to hold out any 
longer, was fore'd to abandon the City. As the 
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Sea was open to him, after having put a ftrong 
Garrifon into the Citadel, which was well ftor'd 
* with Provilions; he took with him the furviving 
Inhabitants, with all their Riches, and convey'd 
them into the Ifland of Cos, which was not far from 
Halicarnqjfus. Alexander did not think proper to 
befiege the Citadel, it being of little Importance, 
fince the City was deftroy'd, he razing ic to the 
very Foundations : He quitted it, therefore, after 
having encompafs'd it with llrong Walls, and left 
fome good Troops in the Country. 

After the Death of Artemifa, Queen of Curia, 
Idrieus, her Brother, reign'd in her Stead; and, 
after his Deceafe, the Sceptre dcvolv'd upon Ma, 
Sifter, and Wife of Idrieus, according to the Cuf- 
tom of the Country ; but flie was dcthron'd by 
Pexodorusy to whom* fuccecded, bythe Command 
of Darius, Orontabates, his Son -in -Law, Ma, 
however, was Hill poffefsVl of a ftrong Hold, call'd 
A Hindu \ the Keys of which the carry'd to AUxan- 
der, the Inllanc the heard of his Arrival in Carta, 
and had adopted him for her Son. The King 
was fo far from contemning this Honour, that he 
left her the quiet Poflcilion of her own City ; and, 
after having taken Halicat najfusy as he, by that 
Means, was Mailer of the whole Country, he re- 
ftor'd the Government nf ir to Ala. 

Hereupon, this Lady, as a Tcllimony of the 



deep Senfe (he had of the Favours receiv'd from 
Alexander, fent him, every Day, Viands drefcd 
in the moft exquifite Manner ; delicate Pics of all 
Sorts, and the moft excellent Cooks of every Kind. 
Alexander anfwer'd the Queen, on this Occafion : 
That all this was of no Service to him ; for that he 
was pojfeffed of much better Cooks, whom Lconidas, 
his Governor, had pre fent ed him with t one whereof \ 
prepared him a good Dinner, and that was his 
walking a great deal i?i the Morning hy Day -breaks 
and the other prepared him an excellent Supper, and 
that, was his dining very moderately. 

Several Kings aifo of Afia Minor, fubmitted 
voluntarily to Alexander : Mi thr /dates, King of 
Pontus, was one of thefe, who afterwards ad herd 
to this Prince, and folio w'd him in his Expediti- 
ons. He was Son to Ariobarzanes, Lieutenant- 
General of Pbrygia, and King of Pontus t of whom 
Mention has been made elfewhere. He is reckoned 
to be the Sixteenth King from Artabazus, who is 
look'd upon as the Founder of that Kingdom, of 
which he was put in I ofteftion by Darius, Son of 
Hyftafpes, his Father. The famous Mithridates, 
who defended himfelf fo glorioufly againft the 
Roman Armies, was one of his Succefibrs. 

Before he went in to Winter- Quarters, Alexander 
permitted all his Soldiers, who had marry 'd that 
Year, to return to Mace don, there to fpend the 
Winter with their Wives, upon Condition, that 
they would return in the Spring. He appointed 
Three Officers to march them thither, and back 
again. This agrees exactly with the Law of Mo- 
fes; and, as we don't find, that this Law, or Cuf- 
tom, was us'd by any other Nation $ 'tis very pro- 
bable, that Ariflotlc had leain'd it from fome 
Jew, with whom he became acquainted in Aft a-, 
and that, approving it as a very wife, and juft 
Cuftom, he, therefore, had inculcated it iftto his 
Pupil, who remember'd it on this Occafion. 

The next Year, Alexander began the Campaign 
very early : He had debated, whether it would be 
proper for him to march directly againft Darius, 
or ihould firlt fubduc the Reft of the Maritime 
Provinces. The latter Opinion appeared to him 
the fafell, fince he thereby would not be molefted 
by fuch Nations, as he ihould leave behind him. 
This Progrefs was a little interrupted at fir ft : Near 
Phafelis, a City fit ua ted between Lycia and Pam- 
phylia, is a narrow Paflaec along the Scafhore, 
which is always dry at low Water, fo that Tra- 
vellers may walk over it; but, when the Sea rifes, 
'tis all under Water. As it was Winter, Alexander-, 
whom nothing could daunt, wasdefirous of palling 
through it before the Waters fell : His Forces were, 
thcretorc, oblig'd to march a whole Day in the 
Water, which came up to their Waift. Some 
Hiftorians, purely to cmbellifli this Incident, aver, 
that the Sea, by the Divine Command, had fub- 
mitted fpontaneoufly to Alexander ; and hadopcn'J 
a Way to him, contrary to the ufual Courfe of 
Nature j among thefe Writers is Sj^intus Curt ins. 
But it is very lurprizing, that Jofephus, the Hif- 
torian, fhould weaken the Authority of the Mi- 
racle, of the Jews palling through the Red Sea 7 
as on dry Land, by citing this Incident, as an 
Example, the Falliry of which Alexander himfelf 
has refuted ; for, Plutarch affirms, chat he wrote 
only, as follows, ir) one of his Letters, What, fet- 
ti'g out from the City of Phafelis, be went en boot, 
through the Paf of the Mountain called Climax : 

And 
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And 'tis very well known, chat this Prince, who 
was vaftly tond of the Marvellous, never let flip 
any Opportunity of perfuading the People, that 
the Gods protected him in a very lingular Man- 
ner. 

During his being in the Neighbourhood of Pba- 
felis, he difcover'd aConlpiracy, which was carry- 
ing on by Alexander, Son of Eiopus\ whom he 
had, a little before, apponred General ot the 
Tbvjjalian Cavalry, in Che Room of Cj/us, whom 
he had made Governor of a Province. Datius, 
upon the Receipt of a Letter, which this Traitor 
had lent him, promised him a Reward of a Thou- 
iand lalents of Gold, with the Kingdom of Ma- 
ccdonia, in Cafe he could murder Alexander \ be- 
lieving this was not paying too dear lor a Crime, 
which would rid him ot lo formidable an Ene- 
my : But, the Meiienger, who carry "d the Kind's 
Anfwer, being leiz'd, made a full ConfeJlion; by 
w hich Means the Traitor was brought to condign 
Punifhment. 

After having fettled Affairs in CHicia and Pam- 
fby/ia, ra/i rr march \i his Arm y to CeLv/ue, a 
City oi t bi>gia, watered by the PCivcr Mar ly as, 
w hich the Fictions of Poet3 ha\c made Jo famous. 
There he fummon'd the Garrilcn ot the Citadel, 
whither the Inhabitants were retir'd, to furrender; 
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better Choice : A fan;, on was the able ft General in 
his Service; had fought a great many Years under 
the Per/ian Standard's., with the utmoft Fidelit) % 
and had not a bandon'd his Sovereign, when his 
Arms w ere unfuccefsful. Accordingly, he had af- 
fembled the fcattcr'd Remains of the Army, and 
immediately went, ilvlh, to Miletus ; from thence 
to Halua/najj'f/s; and laitJy, into the Tfland of Cos 1 
where he was when he receaVd his newCom million*. 
This Place was the Rendezvous for the Fleet; and 
Mentions whole Thoughts were bent upon the 
Manner how to put his Defign in Execution. He 
made himfeif Matter of the Illand of Chios, and 
all Lesbos » the City of Mirylenc excepted. From 
thence he was preparing to pafs over into Eubcea, 
and to make G'/ cece and Macedonia the Seat of the 
War; but dy'd before Mitylene, which City, he 
had been fore'd to befiege. His Death was the 
greaceft Misfortune, that could poliihJy have hap- 
pen'd to Pcrjia. We fee, on this Occafion, the 
ineltimable Worth of a Man of Merit, whofe 
Death is lbmccimes the R'ein of a State. The Lofs 
of Man aon tjuire defeated the Execution of the 
Plan he had form'd ; for Darius, not having one 
General in his Army, who was able to fupply 



but they belie v.! g i: impregnate, anfucr'd haugh- 
tilv, That t key would ft jt die. However, finding 
the Attack carry "d on with great Vigour ; they 
dehVd a Sixty Days Truce, aF the Fxpirarion of 
which, they prom 1 fed to open their Gate?, in Cafe 
thev were not reliev'd ; and i; deed, being after- 
wards disappointed of Relief, they iurrender'd 
the Day which had been agreed upon. 

From thence, Alevander march'd into Phrygia, 
the Capital of which was call'd Gotdion, the an- 
cient, and famous Rcfidence of K i n g Alula j, and 
fituated on the River Sang anus. _ Having taken 
this City, he was difirous of feeing the famous 
Chariot, to which the Got dian Knot was ty'd.This 
Knot, which falten'd the Yoke to the Beam, was 
ty'd with lo much Arr, and the itriigs were twilled 
in fo wonderful a Manner, that 'twas impofiible 
to difcover where it began, or ended. Accordin^ 
to an antient Tradition of the Country, an Oracle 
had foretold, That the Man, ubo could loofc it, 
ftculd pojj'cfs the Empire oj Alia : And AUxander 
was firmly pcrfuadeu, that thisPromife related to 
himfeif; whereupon, after many fruitlefs Trials, 
he cry'd ; *Tis no Matter, ivticb Wat it is loos'd; 
and cut it to Pieces with his Sword j and by that 
Means, fa) s the Hiltorian, cither eluded, or ful- 
fill^ the Oracle. 

In the mean Time, Darius was fetting every 
Engine at Work, in order to make a vigorous 
Deience : And Mcmnon, the fihodian, advifed him 
V) carry the War into A/aiedon, which Counfcl 
feem'd the mofl proper, to extricate him from the 
imrcnhng Danger; for, the Laccdrt/nonians, and 
lev er.d other Gmih Nations, who had no A Hellion 
tor the Alatedonians, would have been ready ro 
join h;m \ by which Means, Alexander mulr have 
bi.er. fore'd to leave sl :J a, and return fuddenly 
ovtr .Sea, 10 defend his own Country. Darius 
appn •/<! this CounfcJ, and, having determined ro 
follow ir, charted Memnon to put it in kixecufion: 
A< ordinply. he was declared Admiral oi the Fleet, 
and <. aptair* (jeneial ol all the ho ices defign'd lor 
that l.xpi'di' ion. • 
'J hat l'ii..ce could not poflibly have made a 



Memnoifs Place, abandon'd entirely an Enterprise, 
which only could have fav'd his Empire. His 
whole Refuge, therefore, then Jay in r,he Eaftcrn 
Armies; which Darius, diffatisfy'd with all his 
Generals, rcfolv'd to command in Perfon ; and 
appointed Babylon the Rendezvous of this Army : 
He there computed their Number, w hich amoutiteci 
to Four, Five, or Six hundred thonfand Men; for 
Hiiiorians differ very much on this Head. 

In the mean While, Alexander, havino- left Gor- 
di'.n, march'd into Paphlagonia and Ca/padocia, 
which he fubdued : Ic was there he heard of the 
Death of Metnnon\ the News whereof; conflrm'd 
him in the Refolution he had taken, of marching 
immediately into the Provinces Upper Jfia : 
Accordingly, he adyane'd, by hafty Marches, into 
Ci/icia, and arrival in the Country, cali'd the Camp 
of Cyms. From thence there is no more than 
Z X ?t a di a ( zwo Leagues and half) to the Paft 
of Ci/icia, which is a very narrow Streight, through 
which T ravellers are oblig'd to go from Cappado- 
cia to Tar fits. The Officer, who guarded it in the 
Name of D.a/ius, had Jefr. but few Soldiers in it; 
and they fled the Inftanc they heard of the Enemy. 
Upon this, sffcxander enter'd the Pafs; and, after 

viewing 
h 

that he might have been very cafily ftopp'd, and 
defeated there, merely by the throwing of Stones : 
For, not to mention that this .Pafs was fo narrow, 
that Fo ir Men, compleatly arm\J f could fcareely 
walk a-breali; the Top of the Mountain hung 
over the Road, which was not only irrait, but 
broken in fevera! Places, by the Fall of the Moods 
that came ru filing from the Mountains. 



iewing; very attentively the Situation of the Place, 
e admir'd his own good Fortune ; and confefs'd, 



/JUxander then march'd his whole Army to the 
City ol' Tarfus, where it arnVd the Inftanc tin* 
Pvi/ians were fetting Fire to chat Place, ro pic- 
ver.c his plunderin//, the great Riches of fo fluii- 
rilliing a City: Hut Panmuio, whom the King had 
fent thither with a Detachment of Morfe, arrivVi 
verv feafonably to i\o\> the Propjrefs of the b'iix, 
anil rnarchVl mo the City, which he fav'd ; the 



\Unha»ian\ having fled the Moment they heard of 
their Arrival. 

Thro in »l j 
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Through this City the Cydnus runs, a River, 
not fo remarkable for the Breadth of its Channel* 
as for the Beauty of its Waters, which are vaftly 
limpid 9 but, at the fame Time, exceflively cold, 
becaufe of the tufted Trees with which its Banks 
are over-fhadow'd. It was then about the End of 
Summer, which is exceflively hot in Cilicia, and 
in the hotteft Part of the Day, when the King, 
who was quite cover'd with Sweat and Dirt, ar- 
riving on its Banks, had a Mind to bathe in that 
River j invited by the Beauty and Clearnefs of the 
Stream. However, the 1 nftant he plung'd into it, 
he was feiz'd with fo violent a Shivering, chat all 
the Standers-by fancy'd he was dying. Upon this, 
he was carry 'cf to his Tent, after fainting away* 
The News of this fad Difafter threw the whole 
Army into the utmoft Confternation. They all 
burft into Tears, and breath'd out their Complaints 
in the following Words. " The greateft Prince 
* c that ever lived is torn from us in the Midft of 
his Profperity and Conquefts, not in a Battle, 
or at the (forming of a City ; but dies by his 
bathing in a River. 'Darius, who is coming 
up with us, will conquer before he has feen his 
Enemy. We fhall be forced to retire, like fo 
many Fugitives, through thofe very Countries 
which we enter'd with Triumph ; and as the 
Places through which we muft pafs, are either 
defart or depopulated, Hunger only, fhould we 
meet no other Enemy, will itfelf deftroy us. 
But who fhall guide us in our Flight, or dare 
to fet himfelf up in Alexander's btead ? Yet 
though we mould be fo happy as to arrive at 
the Hellefpont, how fhall we furnifh ourfelves 
with Veflels to crofs it ? " After this, directing 
their whole Thoughts to the Prince, and forgetting 
themfelves, they cried aloud : ** Alas \ how fad is 
it that he, who was our King, and the Compa- 
nion of our Toils ; a Prince in the Flower of his 
Youth, and in the Courfe of his greateft Pro- 
fperity, fliould be torn out of our Arms, as it 
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At laft the King reviv'd by irifenfible Degrees, 
and began to know the Perfons who ftood round 
him ; though the only Symptoms he gave of his 
Recovery was, his being fenfible orJ his Illnefs. 
But he was more indifpofed in Mind than in Body, 
for News was brought that Darius might be foon 
here. Alexander bewail'd perpetually his hard 
Fate, in being thus cxpos'cf, naked and defence- 
lefs, to his Enemy, and robb'd of fo noble a Vic- 
tory, fince he was now redue'd to the melancholy 
Condition of dying obfeurely in his Tent, far 
different from that Glory he had hoped to gain. 
Having order'd his Confidents and Phyficians to 
come into his Tent, t€ You fce(faid he) my Friends, 
the fad Extremity to which Fortune reduces 
me. Methinks I already hear the Sound of 
the Enemy's Arms, and Fee Darins advancing. 
He undoubtedly held Intelligence with my 
evil Genius, when he wrote Letters to his Lieu- 
tenants, in fo lofty and contemptuous a Strain ; 
ordering them to fend me to him Captive., and 
bound Hand and Foot : However, he fhall not 
obtain his Dcfire, provided fuch a Cure as I 
want w attempted. Theprcfcnt Condition of 
my Affairs will not admit cither of flow Re- 
medies, or timcrouH Prefcribers. A fpecdy 
Death is more eligible to me, than a flow Cure : 
In cafe the Phyiicians think it is in their Power 
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ce to do me any Good, they arc to know, that I 
'* don't fo much wifh to live, as to fight. " 

This fudden Impatience of the King fpread an 
univerfal Alarm : The Phyficians, who were fen- 
fible they fhould be anfwerable for the Event, did 
not dare to hazard a violent and extraordinary 
Cure, efpecially as Darius had pubtifh'd, that he 
would reward with a thoufand Talents, the Man 
who would kill Alexander. However Philip, an 
Acarnanian, one of his Phyficians, who had al- 
ways attended upon him from his Youth, loved 
him with the utmoft Tendernefs, not only as his 
Soveraign, but his Child ; raifing himfelf (mere- 
ly out of Affection to Alexander) above all pru- 
dential Confiderations, ofFer'd to give him a Dofe ; 
which, though not very violent, would nevcrthe- 
lefs be fpeedy in its Effects; and deiired three 
Days to prepare it. At this Propofal every one 
trembled, but him only whom it moft concern 'd ; 
Alexander being afHi&ed upon no other Account, 
than becaufe it would keep him three Days from 
appearing at the Head of his Army. 

Whilft thefe things were doing, Alexander re- 
ceiv'd a Letter from Pcrmenio, who was left be- 
hind in Cappadocia, and in whom he put greater 
Confidence than in any other of his Courtiers ; the 
Purport of which was, to bid him beware of Phi- 
lip-, for that Darius had brib'd him, by the Pro- 
mise of a thoufand Talents, and his Sifter in Mar- 




This Letter made him vaftly uneafy, he 
being then at full Leifure, to weigh all the Rea- 
fons he might have to hope or to fear. But hij 
Confidence in a Phyfician, whofe fincere Attach- 
ment and Fidelity he hadprov'd from his Infancy, 
foon prevail'd, and removed all his Doubts. Upon 
this, he folded up the Letter, and put it under 
his Bolfter, without acquainting any one with the 
Contents of it. 



The Dm being come, Philip enter'd the Tent 
with his Medicine, when Alexander taking the 
Letter from under th« Bolfter, gave it Philip to 
read : At the fame Time, he took the Cup, and 
fixing his Eyes on the Phyfician, f wallow 'd the 
Draught without the leaft Hefitation, or without 
difcovcring the leaft Sufpicion or Uneafinefs. Phi- 
lip, as he perufed the Letter, had fhew'd greater 
Signs of Indignation, than of Fear or Surprize ; 
and accordingly, when he had done, throwing 
himfelf upon the King's Bed : Royal Sir, fays he, 
with a refolute Tone of Voice, your Recovery will 
foon clear me of the Guilt of Murder with which I 
am charged: The only Favour I beg is, that you 
would be eafy in your own Mi fid \ and fuffer the 
Draught to operate, and not regard the Intelligence, 
you have received from Servants, who, indeed, have- 
Jhewn their Zeal for your Welfare \ which Zeal, 
however y is very indifcreet and unfeafonabk. Thefe 
Words did not only revive the King, but filled 
him with Hope and Joy ; fo taking Philip by the 
Hand : Be you eafy you rf elf , fays he to him, for I 
believe you are dffquieted upon a double Account; 
firjl for my Recovery, and fecondly for your own 
J unification. 

In the mean Time, the Phyfick work'd fo vio- 
lently, that the Accidents which attended it, 
ftrengthned Parmenio'u Accufation ; for the King 
loft his Speech, and was feized with fuch ftrong 
fainting fits, that he had hardly any Pulfe left, or 
the 1 call Symptoms of ^ifc 1" the mean while, 
Philip employ VI all the Powers of his Art to re- 
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Cover him, and in every lucid Interval, diverted 
him with agreeable Subjects ; difcourling one Mo- 
ment about his Mother and his Sifters, and ano- 
ther, about the mighty Vitlory which was ad- 




igh every 

a falutary and vivific Virtue ; his Mind rirft began 
to refume its former Vigour, and afterwards his 
Body, much foonerthan had been expected. Three 
Days after he fhcw'd himfelf to the -Army, who 
were never fatisfy'd with gazing upon him, and 
could fcarce believe their Eyes; io much the great- 
nefs of the Danger had furprized and dejected 
them. Every Expreifion of Kindnels was ufed 
towards the Phyfician ; every one embracing him 
with the utmort Tendernefs,. and thanking him, 
as though he were a God, who had faved the Life 
of their Sovereign. 

Befides the Refpect which thefe People had na- 
turally for their Kings, Words can never exprefs 
how greatly they venerated this Monarch more 
than any other, and the ftrong Affection they bore 
him. They were perfu^ded, that he did not un- 
dertake any Thing but by the immediate Affiftance 
of the Gods ; and as the Succefs correlponded al- 
ways to his Defigns, his Raflinefs became glorious 
in him, and feemed to have fomething inexpref- 
fibly divine in it. His Y«uth, which one would 
have concluded incapable of fueh mighty Enter- 
prizes, and which yet conquer'd every Difficulty, 
gave a frelh IVJerit, and a brighter Luftre to his 
Actions. Befides, certain Advantages which are 
Jitde regarded, and which yet engage, in a won- 
derful Manner, the Hearts of the Soldiery, greatly 
increafed the Merit of Alexander 5 fuchas his tak- 
ing Delight in bodily Exercifes ; his difcovering a 
Skill and Excellency in them ; his going cloathed 
like the common Soldiers, and knowing the Art 
of familiarizing himfelf with Inferiors, without 
lelTening his Dignity ; his fharing in Toils and 
Dangers with the molt laborious and intrepid; 
Qualities, which whether sflexafider ovv'd them to 
Nature or had acguir'd them by Reflexion, made 
him be equally belov'd and refpe&ed by his Sol- 
diers. 



banihVd from Athens: And Darius having turn\i 
to this /ithenian, and asked, whether he believed 
him powerful enough to defeat his linemy i Ca- 
tidemus, who had been brought up in a City which 
boaited thegreateffc Freedom and Liberty y forget- 
ting that he was in a Country of Slavery, where 
to oppofe the Inclination of a Prince is of the moft 
dangerous Confequence, reply'd as follows : <c Pof- 
fibly, Sir, you may not be pleafcd with my 
telling you the Truth ; but in cafe I don't do it 
now, it will be afterwards too late. This mighty 
Parade of War, this prodigious Number of 
Men, which has drain'd all the Eafi 3 migfet 
indeed be formidable to your Neighbours. Gold 
and Purple fliine in every Pare of your Army, 
which is fo prodigioufly fplendid, that thofe 
who have not feen it, could never form an Idea 
of its Magnificence : But the Soldiers who corn- 
pofe the Macedonian Army, fo dreadful to be- 
hold, and briftling in every Part with military 
Weapons, don't amufe themfelves with fuch 
idle Shew : Their only Care is to difciplinc, in 
a regular Manner, their Battalions, and to co- 
ver themfelves clofe with their Bucklers and 
Pikes. Their ^Phalanx is a Body of Infantry, 
which engages without once flinching ; and 
keeps fo clofe in their Ranks, that the Soldiers 
and their Arms" form a kind of military Hedge. 
In fhort, every fingle Man among them, the 
Officers as well as Soldiers, are fo well train'd 
fo attentive to the Command of their 
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Leaders, that, whether they are to affemble un- 
der their refpe&ive Standards ; to turn to the 
Right or Left ; to double their Ranks, and face 
about to the Enemy on all Sides, we then fee 
them, at the leaft Signal, make the various 
Motions and Evolutions of the military Science. 
But that you may be perfuaded, thefe Macedo- 
nians are not invited nither, from the Hopes of 
gaining Gold and Silver j know, that this ex- 
c< eel lent Difciplinc has fubfifted hitherto, by the 
fole Aid and Precepts of Poverty. Are they 
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Durincr this Interval, Darius was fet forward 
on his March; puffed up in a vain Security, in 
the numberlefs Multitude of his Troops, and form- 
ing a Judgment of the two Armies, merely from 
their Difparity in Number. The Plains of Jlffy- 
ria> in which he was encamp'd, gave him an Op- 
portunity of extending his Horie as he pleafed, 
and of taking the Advantage, which the great 
Difference between the Number of Soldiers in each 
Army, prefented him with; but inftcad of this, 
he refolves to march to narrow Pafles, where his 
Cavalry, and the Multitude of his Troops, fo 
far from doing him any Service, would only in- 
cumber one another : And accordingly he advances 
towards the Enemy, for whom he iliould have 
waited; and runs vifibly to his own Dcftru&ion. 
Nevertheless, the Grandees of his Court, whofe 
Cuftorn it was to flatter and applaud his 



*t 

ti. 

tt 

tr 
tt 

i* 
i c 
it 



every 



A£tion, congratulated him, beforehand, on the 
Victory he would foon obtain, as though they had 
been fure of it. However, there was in the Army 
of Dar 'tu , one Caridtmm, an Athenian ; a Man 
greatly skill'd in War, and who bore a perfonal 
Hatred to Alexander* lor having cau fed him to be 



hungry ? they fatisfy the Cravings of it with 
any kind of Food: Are they weary? they re- 
pofe themfelves on the bare Ground, and in the 
Day-time are always feen upon their Feet. Do 
vou imagine that the Ibejfalian Cavalry, and 
that of Jicarnania and JEtttia, who are all arm'd 
Cap a- pee, are to be repulfed by Stones hurl u 
from Slings, and with Sticks burnt at the End '* 
Such Troops only as are like themfelves, will 
be able to check their Career; and Succour;. 
mutt be procured from their Country, to oppofe 
their Bravery and Experience. Send, therefore 
thither, all the ufelcft Gold and Silver, which 
" I fee here, and with thefe purchafe formidable 
* c Forces. J) Darius was naturally of a mild, 
tractable Temper ; but good Fortune will corrupt 
the moft happy Difp out ions : Few Monarch* are 
refolute, and courageous enough, to refill: their 
own Power; to repulfc the Flattery of a Ser of 
People, who are perpetually fomenting their Paf- 
fions; and to efteem a Man, who loves them io 
well, that he dares contradict and difpleaie them, 
in telling them the genuine Truth. Accordingly, 
Darius, not having Strength of Mind lufficient fur 
this, gives Orders for the dragging to Kxecutiou, 
a Man who had fled to him for Protection * was at 
that Time his Guelfc, and gave the belt Counicl 
that could have been offer 'd. However, aa i lit:* 
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cruel Treatment could not filcnce Caridemus, he 
cried aloud, with his ufual Freedom j f< My A- 
venger is at Hand; the very Man, in Oppofi- 
cion to whom, I gave you good Counfcl ■> and 
he will foon punilh you for defpifing it. As 
for you, c Darius, in whom fovcraign Power 
has wrought fo fudden a Change, you will teach 
Pofterity che following LefTon j That when Men 
once make themfelves the Slaves of Fortune, 
(he erafes from their Minds all Senfations of 
Goodnefs and Humanity. " In Effect, that 
Prince foon repented his having put to Death fo 
valuable a Perfon 5 and experienced, but too late, 
the feveral Truths he had told him. 

Soon after that Monarch march 'd his Troops 
towards the Euphrates : It had been a Cuftom long 
ufed by the Per/tans, never to fet out upon a March 
till after Sun-rife 5 at which Time the Trumpet 
was founded, for that Purpofe, from the King's 
Tent. Over the Tent there was exhibited, to the 
View of the whole Army, the Image of the Sun 
fet in Chryftal: And the Order they obferved in 
their March, was as follows. 

Firft, they carried filver Altars, on which they 
Jay Fire, call'd by them, facred and eternal j and 
thefe were follow'd by the Magi, finging Hymns 
after the Manner of their Country : They were ac- 
company'd by three hundred and fixty-five Youths 
(agreeable to the Number of Days in a Year) 
cloath'd in purple Robes. Afterwards came a 
Chariot, confecrated to Jupiter ; drawn by white 
Horfes, and follow'd by a Courfer, of a prodigious 
Size, to whom they gave the Name of the Sun's 
Steed t and the Equeries were drefs'd in White, 
each having a golden Rod in his Hand. 

Ten Chariots, adorn'd with Sculptures in Gold 
and Silver, followed after. Then march'd a Bodv 
of Horfe, compofed of twelve Nations, whole 
Manners and Cuftoms were various, and all arm'd 
in a different Manner. Next advanced thofe whom 
the Per/sans called The Immortals, amounting to 
Ten thoufand, who furpafs'd the Reft of the Bar- 
barians in theSumptuoufnefs of the Apparel. They 
all wore golden Collars \ were cloath'd in Robes 
of gold TiflTue, with Surtoots (having Sleeves to 
them) quite tuvcrM with precious Stones. 

Thirty Paces from them, folio w'd thofe call'd 
the King's Coufins or Relations, to the Number 
of Fifteen thoufand, in Habits very much refem- 
bling thofe of Women, and more remarkable for 
the vain Pomp of their Drefs, than the Brightnefs 
of their Arms. 

Thofe call'd the Doryphori came after : They 
carry'd the King's Cloak, and walk'd before his 
Chariot, in which he feem'd to fit as high as on a 
Throne. This Chariot was enrich'd, on both Sides, 



fingle precious Stone. On his Head he wore a 
Tiara or Micre, round whieh was a Fillet of Blue, 
mix'd with White. 

On each Side of him walk'd two hundred of 
his ncareft Relations, and he was folio w'd by ten 
thoufand Pikemen. whole Pikes Were ador;.\J with 
Silver, and cipt with Gold ; and laftly, r.hjrcy 
thoufand Infantry, who compofed the Rear- Guard. 
Thefe were follow'd by the King's Horfes, four 
hundred in Number, which were all led. 

About one hundred, or an hundred and twenty 

Paces from thence, came Syjigambh, Mo r her or 
^Darius, feated on a Chariot, and his Con fort on 
another, with the feveral female Attendants of 
both Queens, riding on Horfeback. Afterwards 
came fifteen large Chariots, in which were the 
King's Children, and thofe who fupjrintcr.dcd 
their Education, with a Band of Eunuchs, .v.V/ 
were greatly efteem'd by the c PerJians^ud are ftiil. 
Then march'd tjie Concubines, making three hun- 
dred and fixty, all drefs'd like fo many Queer s ; 
follow'd by fix hundred Mules, and three hundred 
Camels, which carry'd the King's Trealure, and 
were guarded by a great Body of Bow- men. 

After thefe came the Wives of che G own-Of- 
ficers, and of the greateft Lords of the Court ; 
then the Sutlers, and fuch like, feaccd alio in 
Chariots. 

In the Rear were fome Companies lightly arm'd, 
with their Commanders, who clofed the whole 
March. 

Would not the Reader believe, he had been 

s.ot the 



with Jn..,gesof the Gods in Gold and Silver ; and 
from .lie Middle of the Yoke, which was cover'd 
with Jewels, there rofe two Statues, a Cubit in 
Height, rhe one reprefenting IVar, the other 
Peace, having a golden Eagle between them, with 
Wings extended, as ready to take its Flight. 

But nothing could equal the Magnificence of 
the King- He was cloath'd in a purple Tunick, 
ftriped with Silver, and over it along Robe, daz- 
hng with Ciold and precious Stones; where two 
Hawks feem'd to ru(h from the Clouds, and peck 
at one another. He was girt with a golden Girdle, 
after the Manner of Women, whence hisSeymitar 
hung ; the Scabbard of which was made of one 



reading the Defcription of a Turnament, 
March of an Army ? Could he imagine that Pri;.cca 
of the lead good Senfe, would have been fo inju- 
dicious, as to incorporate with their For vs l'j 
cumberfome a Train of PrincefTes, Conj.. -ines. 
Eunuchs, and Domefticks of both Sexes ? L. is 
this was the Cuftom of the Country, it was Reafon 
fufiicient. Darius, ac the Head of Six hundred 
thoufand Men, and furrounded with this mighty 
Pomp, which was prepared for himfelf only, fan- 
cied he was a great Man; and this oucward vain 
Parade, heighten'd the idea, he had before formU 
of himfclf. Yet lhould we reduce him to his jutfc 
Proportion, and his perfonal Worth* how little 
would he appear! But he is not the only Alan, 
who has had this Way of thinking, and of whom 
we may form the lame Judgment : It is now 
time for us to bring the lwu Monarch: togcrh-.r ii\ 
Battle. 

For the clearer underft;;nding of si Ax jr. Jet 's 
March, and that of Darius, and the better rixii g 
che Situation of the Spot where che fecond Battle 
was fought, we mull diftinguiih three Scraks or 
Paflcs. The firft of thefe, is immediately at the 
Defcent from Mount Taurus, in the Way to che 
City of 
ready 

ioto Ci lie i a 

or Syria, leading from Cilicia into Syria ; and 
the third, is the Amanic_ Paj's, fo called fiom 
Mount ylm anus. This Pais, which lends into C.V 
Hcia from J(jyria t is much higher than the l\if> 
of Syria, Northward. 

Alexander had detach 'd Parmemo, with Pjrc of 
che Army, to fci/e upon rhe Pal's of Syria, in or- 
der to procure an Outlet, through which hi* Forces 
might fecurely march. As for himfeli, ulcer march- 
ing from Tttrfuf* he arrived the next Day ac An- 
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it from Mount Taurus, in the War to che 
)£Tarfus\ through which, as has been al- 
lien, Alexander march'd, from Cappddocia 
Hicia. The fecond, is the Pals of C/7/V/.;, 
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, kij'jg a City which Sardanapahs is laid to have 
built. His Tomb was ttill exifting in that City, 
over which this Infcription was engrav'd: Sak- 
V \ K.\VALVs built Anchiala and Taxius in one Day \ 

Go Passenger ; eat, drink, ani> rejoice; 
KOR the rest is nothing. Thence he came to 
SoU, where he offered Sacrifices to jEfeu/apius, 
in Gratitude for the Recovery of his Health. A- 
Icxandcr himfelf headed the Ceremony, with light- 
ed Tapers, follow'd by the whole Army, and he 
there folemnized Games ; after which he return'd 
to Tarfus. Having commanded Phi lotas to march 
the Cavalry through the Plains of Aleius, towards 
the River Py ramus, he himfelf went with the In- 
fantry, and the Company of his Life-guard, to 
Magarfusy whence he arrived at MalJes, and after- 
wards at Caftabala. Advice had been brought 
him, that Darius, with his whole Army, was en- 
camp'd at Sochus in Affyria, two. Days Journey 
from Ciliria. There Alexander held a Council of 
War, upon the News above-mention'd ; when all 
his Generals and Officers entreating him to march 
towards Darius* he fet out to meet him. Par- 
me/iio had taken the little City of Jjfus, and, after 
polfe fling himfelf of the Pafs of Syria, had left a 
Body of Forces to fecure it. The King lefc the 
Sick in If] its, march'd his whole Army through 
the Pafsj and encamp'd near the City of Myrian- 
drus, where the Badnefs of the Weather obliged 

him to halt. 

In the mean Time, Darius was in an Ajjyrian 

Pbin of great Extent : The Grecian Commanders 
who were in his Service, and form'd the chief 
Strength of his Army, advifed him to wait there 
the coming up of the Enemy. For, befides that 
this Spot was open on all Sides, and very advan- 
tageous for his Horfe 5 it was fpacious enough to 
contain his vaftly-numerous Hoft, with all the 
Baggage, and other Things belonging to the Army. 
How ever, if he ftiould not approve of their Coun- 
fel, they then advifed him to feparate this Multi- 
tude, and felect fuch only as were the Flower of 
his Troops, and confequently not venture his 
whole Army upon a (ingle Battle, which perhaps 
misht be dec i five. However, the Courtiers, with 
whom the Courts of Monarchs, as A rian obferves, 
for ever abound, called thefe Greeks a treacherous 
Nation, and a Company of venal Wretches : And 
hinted to Darius, that the only Motive of their 
counfelling the King to divide his Troops, was, 
that after they ihould be once feparated from the 
Reft, they then might have an eafier Opportunity 
of delivering up into the Enemy's Hands, what- 
ever might bejn their Power; out that the fafeft 
Way would be, to furround them with the whole 
Army, and cut them to Pieces, as an illuftrious 
Example of the Punifhment due to Traitors. This 
Propofal was vaftly Ihocking to Dariuh who was 
naturally of a very foft, human Difpofiuon. He 
therefore anfwer'd, " That he was tar from ever 
" defigning to commit fo horrible a Crime; that 
<* ihould he be guilty of it, no Nation would 
*' afterwards give the ieafr Credit to his Promifes; 
'« that it was never known that n Pcrfon had been 
<* put to Death for giving imprudent Counfcl ; 
<f that no Man would ever venture to give his 
•* Opinion, if it were liable to fuch a Risk, a 
«« Orcumttance that would be of the moft fatal 
" Conference to Princes. " He then thank'd the 
GtciA's for their .Zeal and Good will, and condc- 




fcended to lay before them the Reafons which 
prompted him not to follow their Advice. 

The Courtiers had perfuaded Darius, that A- 
lixanders fo long Delay in coming up with them, 
was a Proof, and an Effect, of the Terror with 
which the Approach of the Perfian Army had 
fill'd him (for they had not heard a Word of his 
Indifpofition ; ) that Fortune, merely for their 
their Sake, had led Alexander into Straits and nar- 
row PafTes, whence it would be impoflible for him 
to get out, in cafe they fhould fall upon him im- 
mediately 5 that they ought to feize this happy- 
Opportunity, for fear the Enemy fhould fly, by 
which Means Alexander would efcape them. Upon 
this, it was agreed in Council, that the Army 
fhould march in Search of him ; the Gods, fays an 
Hiftorian, blinding the Eyes of that Prince, pur- 
pofely that he nught rufh down the Precipice 
which he had dug himfelf ; thus paving a Way for 
the DeftrucTion of the Wer/ran Monarchy. 

Darius, having fent his Treafure, with his moft 
precious Moveables, to Damafcus, a City of Syria, 
under a fmall Convoy, march'd the mam Body of 
his Army towards Cilicia, and enter'd it by the 
A manic Pafs, which lies far above the Syrian PafTes. 
His Queen, and Mother, with the Princeffes his 
Daughters, and the little Prince his Son, follow'd 
the Army, according to the Cuftom of the Verfiam, 
but were in the Camp during the Battle. When 
he had advanced a little Way into Ciliria {Weft- 
war d) he turned fhort towards Ijfus, not knowing 
that Alexander was behind ; for he had been afliir'd, 
that He fled before him, and was retired in great " 
Diforder into Syria 5 and therefore Darius was 
then considering, how he might beft purfue him. 
At the fame Time, he barbaroufly put to Death 
all the Sick, who were then in the City of Iffus^ 
a few Soldiers excepted, whom he difmifled, after 
making them view every Part of his Camp, in or- 
der that they might be Spectators of the prodigi- 
ous Multitude of his Forces. Thefe Soldiers ac- 
cordingly brought Alexander Word of the Ap- 
proach of Darius j which he could fcarce believe, 
from its great Improbability, though there was 
nothing he defired more earneftly. But he him- 
felf was foon an Eye-witnefs to the Truth of it, 
upon which he began to chink ferioufly of prepar- 
ing for Battle. 

Alexander then fearing, as the Barbarians were 
fo numerous, that they would attack him in his 
Camp, fortify 'd it with Ditches and Pallifadoes ; 
difcovering.an incredible Joy to fee his Defire 
fulfilled, which was, to engage in thofe Paifes, 
whither the Gods feerhed to have led Darius, pur- 
pofcly to deliver himfelf into his Hands. And 
indeed, this Spot of Ground, whieh was but wide 
enough for a fmall Army to a£r, and move at Li- , 
berty in, reduced, in fomeMeafure, the two Ar- 
mies to a Level. By this Means the Macedonians 
had Space fufficient to employ their whole Army 
whereas the Perfians had not Room for the twen- 
tieth Part of theirs. 

Neverthelefs, Alexander* as frequently happens 
to the greateft Warriors, felt fome Emotion when 
he faw that he was going to hazard all at one 
Blow. The more Fortune had favour'd him till 
then, the more he then dreaded her Frowns - 7 the 
Moment drawing near, which was to determine 
his Fate. But, then again, he rouzed his Courage 
from the Reflection, that the Reward of his Toil* 
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exceeded che Dangers of them ; and, chough he 
might be doubtful, with Regard to the Victory, 
he hop'd to die glorioufly, and like an Alexander. 
However, he did not divulge thefe Thoughts to 
any oncj well knowing, chat, upon the Approach 
of a Battle, a General ought not to difeover the 
leaft Marks of Terror, or Perp'exity; and, that 
Soldiers ihould fee nothing hue Refolution and 

Intrepidity in the Countenance of cheir Com- 
mander. 

Having given his Soldiers a Repaft, and order \i 
them to be ready againft the third Watch of the 
Night, which began at Twelve, he went to the 
Top of a Mountain, and there, by Torch- Licrht, 
facrifie'd, after the Manner of his Country, to°che 
Gods of- the Place. As foon as the Signal was 
given, his Army, which was reidy both to march, 
and to fight, being commanded to make greater 
Speed, arriv'd, by Day- break, at the feveral Pofts 
aflign'd them ; when the Couriers bringing Word, 
that Darius was not above Thirty Furlongs from 
them, the King caus'd his Army to halt, and 
drew it up in Battle- Array. The Peafancs, in 
the greatelt Terror, ran alfo, and acquainted Da- 
rius with the Arrival of the Enemy ; which he 
would not, at fir It, believe; imagining, as we 
have obferv'd, that Alexander fled before him, 
and endeavour'd to efcape : This News threw his 
Troops into the utmoft Confufion , and being fur- 
priz'd in this Manner, they ran to Arms with 
great Precipitation and Diforder. 

The Spot, where the Battle was fought, lay 
near the City of 7/7«j,which theMountains bounded 
on one Side, and the Sea on the other : The Plain, 
that was fituated between them both, mutt have 
been confiderably broad, fince the two Armies en- 
camp'd in it ; and we have before obferv'd, that 
that of Darius was vattly numerous. The River 
Pi?iarius ran through the Middle of this Plain, 
from the Mountain to the Sea, and divided it, very 
near, into two equal Parts j the Mountain forming 
an Hollow, like a Gulph, the Extremity of which 
furrounded Part of the Plain. 

Alexander drew up his Army in the following 
Order : He potted at the Point of the RightWing, 
which Itood near the Mountains, the Atrgyrajpides 
commanded by Nicanor j then the Phalanx of Ca- 
ms t and afterwards that of Per dice as, which ter- 
minated in the Centre of the main Body. At the 
Point of the Left Wine, he polled the Phalanx of 
u4myntas-> then that of Ptolomy, and laftly, that 
of Afe/eager. It was this form'd the famous Mace- 
donian Phalanx, which, we find, was here compos'd 
of Six diftinguifllid Corps, or Brigades. Each of 
thefe Bodies was headed by able Generals $ but 
Alexander being always Gencraliffimo, had, con- 
sequently, the Command of the whole Army. The 
Horfe were plac'd on the Two Wings j the Ma- 
cedonians, with the Theflalians, on the Right; and 
thofe of Peloponncfus, with the other Allies, on the 
Left. Craterus commanded all the Foot, which 
composed the Left Wing, andParmenio the whole 
Wing : Alexander had refer v*d to him fe If the 
Command of the Right. He had defir'd Parmcnio 
to march as near the Sea as poflible, to prevent 
the Barbarians from furrounding him ; and Nica- 
nor, on the contrary, was commanded, to keep at 
fome Di fiance from the Mountains j in order to 
he out of the Reach, of the Arrows, which might 
be mot by thofe who were polled on them. H 
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cover'd the Horfe of his Right Wing with the 
Racers of Trotomachus, and the Paonians ; and 
his Foot with the Bowmen of Antiochus ; referring 
the Agria (commanded by Attains ) who were 
greatly elieem'd, and fome Forces newly arriv'd 
Irom Greece, to engage thofe, whom Dat ins had 
polted on the Mountains. 

As for the Army of Darius, this was the Order 
ol it ; Having heard that Alexander was marching 
towards him in Battle -Array, he commanded 
Thirty thoufand Horfe, and Twenty choufand Bow- 
men, to crofs the River Pinarius, that he might 
have an Opportunity to draw up his Army in a 
commodious Manner on the other Side. In the 
Centre, he polled the Thirty thoufand Greeks in 
his Service j who, doubtlefs, were the Flower, and 
chief Strength of his Army ; and were not at all 
inferior, in Bravery, to the Macedonian Phalanx 5 
with Thirty thoufand Cardafiians on their Righr* 
and as many on their Left; the Field of Battle 
not being able to contain a greater Number. Thefe 
were all heavily arm'd. The Reft of the Infantry, 
diftinguifh'd by their feveral Nations, were rang'd 
behind the firft Line. 'Tis Pity, Arrian does not 
tell us the Depth of each of thofe two Lines j but 
it muft have been prodigious, if we confider the 
vaft Narrownefs of the Pafs, and the prodigious 
Multitude of the Tfrfiari Forces. On the Moun- 
tain, which lay to their Left, againft Alexander's 
RightWincr, Darius polled Twenty thoufand Men, 
who were fo rang'd (in the feveral Windings of 
the Mountain) that fome were behind Alexander 1 * 
Army, and others before it. 

After having fet his Army in Battle- Array, Da- 
rius made his Horfe crofs the River again, and 
difpatch'd the greateft Part of them towards the 
Sea, againft: Parmenio, becaufe they could fight 
on chat Spot with the greateft Advancage : The 
Reft of his Cavalry he fenc Co the Left, towards 
the Mountain : However, finding that thefe would 
be of no Service, on that Side, becaufe of the too 
great Narrownefs of the Spot, he then caafed a 
great Part of them to wheel to the Left : As for 
himfelf, he took his Port in the Centre of his 
Army, purfuant to the Cuftom of the Perftan Mo- 
narch s. 

In the mean While, Alexander, obfervin^, that 
moftof the Enemy's Horfe were to oppofe his Left 
Wing, which confifted only of thofe of Pelopon- 
ncfus, and of fome other .Allies, detach'd imme- 
diately chit her the 'Tbejfalian Cavalry, making 
them wheel round behind his Battalions, to pre- 
vent their being feen by the Barbarians. On the 
fame Side he ported, before his Foot, the Cretan 
Bowmen, and the Thracians of King Sitalccs, who 
were cover'd by the Horfe. The Foreigners in 
his Service, were in the Rear of all. 

At the fame Time, perceiving that his Right 
Wing did not extend fo far as the Left of the 
Perjiansy which might furround, and attack it in 
Flank, he drew from the Centre of his /UmyTwo 
Regiments of Foot, which he detach'd thither, 
with Orders for them to march behind, to prevent 
their being feen by the Enemy : He alfo rcinforc'd 
that Wing of his Forces, which he had oppos'd to 
the Barbarians of the Mountains ; lor. feeing they 
did not come down, he made the /IgritCy and fome 
other Bowmen, attack them, and drive them to- 
wards the Summit of it; and lent the Reft, as we 
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obfcrv'J, to reinforce his Right Wing, w hich, by 
this Menus, extended farther than thac ot the Per- 

fiiiJiS, 

The Two Armies being chus drawn up in Order 
ot Battle, Alexander march'd very How, chac his 
Soldier* might take a little Breach; lb that it was 
luppos\l they would not engage c * 2 1 very late: 
For Dai ins Itiil cor.tinued with his Army on the 
Side of the River, in order not to lofe the advan- 
tageous Situation ot his Pott ; and he even caus'd 
fuch Par: 9 of the Shore, as were not iteep, to be 
fecurM with Palhiades, whence the Macedonians 
concluded, that he was already afraid of being 
defeated. The two Armies being come in Sight, 
^.'exatiJei , riding along the Ranks, call'd, by 
their feveral Names, the chief Captains, both ot 
he Macedonians and Foreigners; and exhorted the 
Soldiers to iignuhze themselves, fpehking to each 
Nation, according to the Genius and 1 em per of 
To the Macedonians, he represented, " The 
Victories they had formerly gained in Europe^ 
the itill recent Glory of the Battle of the Gra- 
n\us; the g eat Number of Cities and Pro- 
" vires thjy had left behind them, all which 
rhey had fubduU'' He added; that " by one 
finale Victory, they would porTels themfelves of 
che Per/fan Empire; and that the Spoils of the 
Ea/r would ze the Reward of their Bravery and 
Toils." The Greets he animjted, " by the 
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hh own Soldiers Co defend, and the Finem v 
tack him. The Battle then grew more i;jrin. 4 > 
and bloody than before ; fo chat a great Number 
of Pcrfian Noblemen were jnJl\L Kich b 
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fought with incredible Bravery. Oxatbrcs > Bro- 
ther to Darius, obferving, that Alexander was go- 
ing to charge that Monarch, with the utmofr Vi- 
gour, ruftVd before his Chariot, with che Horfe 
under his Command, and diftinguifli'd himfeJi" 
above the Rett. The Ho rfes, which drew the Cha- 
riot of Darius, being quite cover'd with Wounds, 
began to rear up ; and ftiook che Yoke fo forcibly, 
thac they were upon the Point of overturning the 
King, who, feeing himfelf ready to fall alive into 
the Hands of his Enemies, leap'd down, and 
mounted another Chariot. His Guard obferving 
this, fled as faff as pollible, and, throwing down 
their Arms, made the bell: of their Way : Alex- 
under received a flight Wound in his 1 high ; bur, 
happily, it was not attended with any ill Confe- 
quenccs. 

Whiltt Part of the Macedonian Infantry, pofred 
to the Right, were improving the Advantage they 
had gain'd againff the Pet fans ; the Remainder 
of them, who cngngVl the Greeks, met with 
greater Refinance. Thefe obferving, chac the 
Body of Infantry were no longer kept in Awe, 
by che Right Wing of Alexander's Army, which 
was purfuing the Enemy, advane'd, and attack'd 



vjry Remembrance, of the many Calamities, him in Flank. The Engagement was very bloody, 
u hJch che 'Per/tans (thofe irreconcileable Ene- and Victory a long Time doubtful. The Greek* 



" mies to Greece) had brought upon them;" and 
reminded them of " che famous Battle of Mara- 
(i t . w, of Tver mop y/a, of Salami s, of 'Plata* % 
* l and fo mary Others, by which they had ac- 
" ou.Vd immortal Glory." He bid che Jllyrians, 
ar.d Tcracians, Nations, who us'd to fubfiff by 
Plunder, and Rapine, •« view the Enemy's Army, 
" every Part of which fhone with Gold and Pur- 
ole, and was not loaded lo much with Arms as 
f ( with Booty. That they, therefore, mould pufh 
tC forward (they who were Men) and ftrip all 
" thole Women of their Ornaments; and exchange 
*' their Mountains, which were cover'd perpetu- 
" ally with lee and Snow, lor the fmiling Plains, 
•< and rich Fields of Pet/ia." The Moment he 
had ended, the whole Army fet up a Shout, and 
was very eager for the On fet. 

Ahxa.-.dtt had advane'd, at firfr, very flowly, 
to prevent Lhc Hunks, or the Front of his Phalanx, 
from breaking, a:.d halted, by Intervals : But, 
when he was got within Bow-fhot, he commanded 
all his Righc Wing to plunge impetuoufly into 
the River, purpofely that they might fur prize the 
Barbarians \ come fooner to a clofc Engagement, 
and be lefs exposed Co che Enemy's Arrows ; in 
all which he was very fuccefsful. Both Sides 
fo»igl#r wjth the utmolt Bravery and Resolution; 
arui being fore'd to engage clofe, they all drew 
their bw ords, on which Occafion, a dreadful 
Slaughter enlVd, for they foughc Man co Man, 
Aud each aim'd che Point of his Sword at the 
Fate of his Opponent. As for Alexander, who 
performed the Duty both of a private Soldier, 
and of a Commander, he wifh'd for nothing fo 
eagerly, as the Glory of killing r Daiius with his 
pv. u riai.d ; who, being feated on a high Chariot, 
w.i; ( onfpicuous to the whole Army j and, by 
f .hat Means, wui> a powerful Incitement, both, to 



fignaliz'd themfelves with the utmoil Bra- 



endeavoui'd to pufh the Macedonians into the Ri- 
ver, and to recover the Difordcr into which the 
Left Wing had been thrown : The Macedonians , 
alfo, 

very, in order to prefer ve the Advantage which 
Alexander had juft before gain'd 5 and co main- 
tain the Honour of their Phalanx, which had al- 
ways been look'd upon as invincible. There was 
alfo a perpetual Jealoufy between thefe two Na- 
tions, which increased their Courage, and made the 
Refiftance on each Side very vigorous. On si- 
lexander\ Side, Vtolomy, the Son of Se/eucus loft 
his Life, with One hundred and twenty more con- 
fiderable Officers, who had all behav'd with the 
utmoft Gallantry. 

In the mean Time, the Right Wing, which was 
victorious under its Monarch, after defeating all 
who oppos'd it, whecl'd to the Left, again it chofe 
Greeks, who were cngag'd with the Reft of the 
Macedonian Phalanx, whom they charg'd very 
vigoroufly; and attacking chem in Flank, quite 
routed them. 

At the very Beginning of the Engagement, th< 
Perjfan Cavalry, which was in che Right Wing 
(without waiting for cheir being attacked by the 
Afjrcdonians) had crofs'd the River, and rufh'd 
upon che Zbejfatian Horfe, feveral of whofe Squu 
drons were broken by them. Upon this, the Re- 
mainder of the laccor, in order to avoid the fm 
petuofity of che firlr Onfet, and oblige the Pet - 
jians to break their Ranks, made a Feint to re 
circ, as though they had been tcrrifyU, at trv 
prodigious Numbers of the Enemy. \ he Vet Jian, 
feeing this, were fwell'd with Bold nc ft and Confi- 
dence; and, thereupon, the greateft Part of them, 
marching forward carelefly, and in Dilbrdci. a^ 
though chey had been advancing tn certain Cou- 
quefl, thought of nothing but how they might 
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nans, with dreadful Cries and Howling?. 
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which he himfelf was prefent, notwithstanding 
the W r ound he had rcceiv'd, it having only graz'd 
the Skin. Bat they were no fooner fate down 
at Table, than they heard a great Noifc from a 
neighbouring Tcnc, intermix'd with Groans, which 
frightned all the Company ; infomuch, that the 
Soldiers, who were upon Guard before the King's 
'l ent, ran to their Arms, being afraid of an In- 
surrection, But, it was foon found, that the Per- 
fons who made this Clamour, were the Mother 
and Wife of Darius , and the Reft of the captive 
Ladies, who fuppofing that Prince dead, bewail'd 
his Lofs, according to the Cuftom of the Barba- 

An Eu- 
nuch, who had feen the Mantle of 'Darius in tl e 
Hands of a Soldier, imagining he had kill'd him, 
and afterwards ftripp'd him of that Garment, had 
cccaflor.'d this falfe Report. 

We are toJd, that Jilexa?ider> upon being in- 
form'd of the Reafon of this falfe Alarm, could 
not retrain from Tears ; efpecially, when he con- 
fider'd the fad Calamity of Darius, and the ten- 
der Difrofuion of thofe Princelfes> whom his Mis- 
fortunes only arretted : Accordingly, ho font I.ec~ 
?iatus, one of his chief Courtiers, to allure them, 
That the Man, whofe Death they bewail'd., was 
alive Thereupon, L on.it its, raking fome Soldiers 
with him, wenc to the Tent of the PrincefTes, and 
fent Word, that he was come to pay them a Vi/ic 
in the King's Name : But the Perfons, who were 
at the Entrance of the Tent, feeing a Band of 
arrrTd ' 'en, imagined, that their Milrretfe* were 
undone; and accordingly, ran into the Tent, cry- 
ing aloud, That their laft Hour was come, and 
that Soldiers were di fpatch'd to murder chem ; fo 
that thefe PrincerTes, being fei z'd with the utmoft 
Terror and Diftradiion, did not make the Icaft 
Anfwer, but waited, in deep Silence, for the Or- 
ders of the Conqueror. At laft, LconaTujj having 
llaid a long Time, and feeing no one appear, 
left his Soldiers at the Door, and went into the 
Tent; which did but increafe their Terror, as 
they faw a Man enter among them, without be- 
ing fntrodue'd; a Piece of Prefumption, which, 
whilft in rheir Profperity, would have been pu- 
' nifh'd with the moft exquifitc Tortures ! They, 
thereupoo, rhrew themfelves at his Feet; and 
^intreared, that tc before he put rhem to Death, 
** they might be allow'd ro bury Darius, a'ter 
• r the Manner of their Country ; and that, when 
they had paid this lair. Duty ro their King, 
rhey fliould then die contented." Ltonatus an- 
f^cr'd, *' That Darius was living ; and that, fo 
" far from their meering with fevcre Ufaee, tMev 
<f fhould be treated as Queens, and live in their 
<c former Splendor." Syfigambis hearing rhi«, be- 
gan to recover her Spirits, and permitted /..ic/:.:- 
(us to give her his Hand, ro raife her from the 
Ground. 

TW next Day, Alexander, after viiiting the 
Wounded, cau'd the lair. Honours to be paid :o 
the pcad, in Prcfence of the whole Arrm , whidi 
«C«W;xJrawn up in Battle- Array, fo that r he \\ hole 
.nujcl* a very pompous Appearance, lie had the 
vflprne Honours paid to the 'Perjian Quality; and 
ber of their Forces, both Horfe and Pootf;C« permitted the Mother of Danus to bury whatever 
ft but very few were kill'd on Alexanders Perfons fhc plens'd, agreeably to the Cuftoms and 

Ceremonies praclis'd m her Country. However, 
That very K vening, he invited the Grandees of this prudent Princefs ua'd that Permiflion lor a 
hi.7 Court, and hia chief Officers to a Kcai* ; at few only, who were her near Relations; and that 
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beft purfue the Enemy. The Thcffalians feeing 
them in fuch ConfuHon, fae'd about on a fudden, 
and renew'd the Fight with frefh Ardour: How- 
ever, the Perfians made a brave Defence, till 
they faw D arras put to Flight, and the Greeks 
cut in Pieces by the Phalanx. 

ire routing ot the Perjian Cavalry, compleated 
the Del cat of the Army. The Horfes fufterYl 
very much in the Retreat, from the great Weight 
of the Arms of their Riders; not to mention, 
that, as they rccir'd in Diforder, and crowded in 
great Numbers through Paffes, they, by that 
Means, brmVd, and unhbrs'd one another ; and 
were more annoy'd by their own Soldiers, than 
by the Enemy : Be fides, the Tbeff'a/ian Cavalry 
purfu'd them with fo much Fury, that they were 
as much broken, and difpers'd, as the Infantry, 
and loll as many Men. 

As for Darius, as we before obferv'd, the Tn- 
ftant he faw his Left Wing broke, he was one of 
the firfr. who fled in his Chariot; but getting af- 
terwards into fte?p, rugged Places, he mounted 
on Horfebaclc, throwing down his Bow, Shield, 
and Royal Mantle. Alexander , however, did not 
atrempt to purfue him, till he faw his 'Phalanx 
had conquer'd the Greeks, and the Perjian Horfe 
put to Plight; which was of great Advantage to 
the fugitive Princ. 

• Vbouc Eight thoufand of the Greeks, who were 
in the Service of Darius y headed by their Officers, 
who were very brave, retir'd over the Mountains, 
towards 'ripolt in Syi ia, where, finding theTranf- 
-porcs, which had convey'd them from Lesbos, up- 
on dry Ground, rhey fitted out as many of them, 
■ as luited their Purpofe, and burnt the RenV, to 
p re ve fit their being purfu'd. 

As for the Barbarians : Having exerted them- 
felves with Bravery enough in the firft Attack, 
they afterwards gave Way in the molt fhameful 
Manner ; and, being intent upon nothing but 
f:u ing themfelves, they took di-fFcrentWays Some 
It/uck into the High Road, which led dire£Hy to 
e Pn it a , others ran in to Woods, and lonely Moun- 
tain. ; and a final! Number rettirn'd to their Camp, 
ich :?:■• victorious .Enemy had 'already taken, 
i and pfunderd* 

Sy/ortmbis, Mother to Darius* with his Queen, 
who aifo was his- Sifter, remained therein ; as alfo 
two of the King's Daughters, a Son of his ( a 
Child) and fonie Perfan Ladies. The Rett had 
been carry 'd to Damafats, with Part of the Trea- 
sure of 'Darius, and a*fl filch Things, as contri- 
buted only to the Luxury and Magnificence of his 
Court : No more than Three thoufand Talents 
were found in his Camp; but the Rett of theTrea- 
fure fell afterwards into the Hands of Par memo % 
at his Taking the City of Damajlus. 

In the mean While, Alexander, weary of pur- 
filing/"- .us, feeing Night drew on, and that it 
would impoffible to overtake that Monarch, 
retui to the Enemy's Camp, which his' Soldiers 
had ft before plunder \J. Such was* the End of 



thif j lemornble Battle, fought, the FoiirttrYcaF 
of./, Sander's Reign ; wherein the Perfwns, eittHfr. 
iii ♦ Ne Engagement, or the Rout, loft a ^reat 
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w ith fuch aModcfty, and Referve, as ftie thought 
Juired her Condition. The King, then, teftify'd 
his Joy, and Gratitude to the whole Army 9 efpe- 
cially to the chief Officers, whofe Aclions he ap- 
plauded in the ftrongeft Terms ; both thofc to 
which he himfelf had been an Eye-Witnefs, and 
thofc as had been only related to him ; and he 
made Royal Pre fen ts to all, according to their 
Merit and Station. 

After having perform'd thefe feveral Duties, 
truly worthy a great Monarch, Alexander fenc a 
.Mel Fage to the Queens, to inform them, that he 
was coming to pay them a Vifk; and according- 
ly, commanding all his Train to withdraw, he 
entcr'd the Tent, accompany'd only by Hcphafli- 
cn. He was his Favourite? and as they had been 
brought up together, the King reveal 'd his Se- 
crets to him, and no one befides dar'd to reprove 
him i but even Hepbajiion made fo cautious and 
dricrect an Ufe of this Liberty, that he feem'd to 
take it, not fo much out of Inclination, as from 
a Defire to obey the King, who would have it 
fo. They were of the fame Age, but Hephafiion 
was talleit; fo that the Queens took him, at firft, 
for the Kirg, and paid him their Refpedh as 
fuch : Till fome captive Eunuchs informing them 
better, Sjfigambis fell proftrate before him, and 
begg'd his Pardon j declaring, that, as fhe had 
never feen him, fhe hop'd that Confideration would 
plead her Apology. Whereupon, the King, rai- 
ling her from the Ground, laid ; Dear Mother, 
you arc not miftaken, for he is my Second Self : 
Beautiful Words, which do Honour to both I Had 
Alexander always thought, and a£ted in this Man- 
ner, he would have juftly merited the Title of 
Great ; but Fortune had not yet gain'd an Afcen- 
dant over his Soul. He bore the Infancy of it 
with Moderation and Wifdom ; but, at laft, flie 

overpower'd him, and he was unable to refift 
her. 

Syjigambis, ftrongly affected with thefe Tef- 
timonies of Goodnefs and Humanity, could not 
forbear teftifying her Gratitude upon that Ac- 
count. Great Prince (faid Ihe to him) what Words 
Jhall I fnd to exprefs my Thanks, in fuch a Matt' 
ner as may anfwer your Generofity ! Tou call me 
your Mother, and honour me fiifl with the Title of 
Sueen ; -whereas, I confefs my f elf your Captive. 1 
know what I have been, and what I now am. I 
know the whole Extent of my paft Grandeur, and 
find I can fupport all the Weight of my prefent 
ill Fortune. But it will he glorious for you, as 
you now have an abfolute Power over us, to make 
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us feel it by your Clemency only, and not by ill 
Treatment* 

After comforting the PrincefTes, Alexander took 
the Son of Darius in his Arms ; which little 
Trince, without difcovering the leaft Terror, em- 
brae'd Alexander ; who, being afFe&ed with his 
Confidence, and turning about to Hephafiion, 
faid to him : 0 that Darius had had fome Portion 
of this tender Difpofttion. 

'Tis certain, that Darius, in the Beginning of 
his Reign, behav'd in fuch a Manner, that he 
furpafs, in Clemency and Goodnefs, all the Kings 
his PredccefTors; and was fuperior to a PafTion, 
which conquers and enflaves the ftrongeft. The 
Confort of Darius was the moft lovely Princefs 
in the World ; as he himfelf was the moft beau- 
tiful of Princes, and of a very tall, and moft 
majeftick Shape j and the PrincefTes, their Daugh- 
ters, refembled them. " They were (fays i7«- 
tarch) in Alexander's Camp, not as in that of 
" an Enemy, but as in a holy Temple j and a 
facred Place, defign'd for the Afolum of Chafti 
ty$ in which all the Princefles liv'd fo re- 
tir'd, that they were not feen by any Perfon, 
nor did any one dare to approach their Apart- 
ments." 

We are even told, that Alexander, after the 
firft Vifit abovemention'd, which was only out of 
Refpedr, and Ceremony, that he might not ex- 
pofe himfelf to too powerful a Temptation, took 
a folemn Refolution, never to vifit the Confort 

any more. He himfelf informs us of 
this memorable Circumftance, in a Letter wrote 
by him to Parmenio, in which he commanded him 
to put to Death certain Macedonians, who had 
fore'd the Wives of fome foreign Soldiers. In 
this Letter were the following Words ; For, as to 
My f elf, it will be found, that I neither Jaw, nor 
would fee the Wife of Dariur and did not fuffer 
any Terfon to /peak of her Beauty before me. We 
are to remember, that Alexander was young, vic- 
torious, and free ; that is, was not link'd in the 
Bonds of Marriage j as has been obferv'd of the 
firft Scipio, on a like Occafion. Et Juvenis, Csf 
Calebs, Of Victor. 

To conclude, he us'd thefe Princefles with fo 
much Humanity, that nothing but the Remem- 
brance, that they were Captives, could have made 
them fenfible of their Calamity ; and they enjoy'd 
under Alexander, all the Advantages they did 
before; nothing being wanting, but that Truft 
and Confidence, which no Man can repofe in an 
Enemy, how kindly foever he may treat him. 
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Alexander marches into Syria; The Trcafitrcs 0/* Darius, CVy of Damafcus betray d 

into his Hands ; Darius imprudently fends him a hauphly Letter ; which he aw fivers i.i 
the fame Manner ; Sidon delivered uj> to him; A bdolo nymus made King thereof aged ft 
his Will ; His noble Speech on being raifd to that Dignity; Tyre icficg'd, and taken Oj 
Storm, after a long and vigorous Refiftmuc ; Ohfcrvation on the jvljilling of all the Pr /j/bc* 
cies relating to that celebrated City ; Alexander marches to Jerufalem, with latent L j dc- 
ftroy it; Is met on the Way by tbcHigb-p'iefl y vuitb a folemn ProecJJlon ; Alexander, in- 
ftead of hurting him, Jhcws him the utmofl Honour, and adores the JS/amc of God. c\> 
graven on a golden Plate upon his Mitre ; He is fhourn the P. ophicLs of Daniel, rcUting 
to his Conqitefts ; He offers Sacrifices in the Temple, and grants the jews great Piiz-Uxgcw 



AFTER having confecrated three Altars, 
on the River P inarms, one Co Jupiter, 
another to Hercules, and che third to Mi- 
nerva, as fo many Monuments of his Viclory, 
Alexander fee out for Syria, hie hud fent Par mem 6 
to Damafcus, in which the Treafure of Darius was 
depofited; the Governor of that City, betraying 
Ms Soveraign, from wnom he had no farther Ex- 
pectations, having Tent Word that he was ready 
to deliver up into their Hands, all the Treafure 
and Furniture belonging to that unfortunate Prince. 
But being defirous of giving a fpecious Pretext to 
his Treafon, he pretended that he was not fecure 
in the City ; fo caufed, by Day-break, all the 
Money, and the richeft Things in it, to be put on 
Mens Backs, and fled away with the whole ; feem- 
ingly, as though he intended to fecure them, but, 
in Reality, to deliver them up to the Enemy ; as 
he had agreed with Pat memo, who had opened 
the Letter that was written to the King. At the 
firii Sight of the Forces, which this General head- 
ed, thofe who carried che Burthens being frighted, 
threw them down, and fled away, as did the Sol- 
diers who convoy'd them, and the Governor him- 
felf, who fcem'd the mod terrified. On this Oc- 
cafion, immenfe Riches were feen fcattcr'd up and 
down the Fields j all the Gold and Silver, defign'd 
to pay fo great an Army; the fplendid Equipages, 
of fo many great Lords and Ladies ; the golden 
VcfleJs and Bridles, the magnificent Tents, and the 
Chariots abandoned by their Drivers. In fhort, 
whatever the long Prosperity and Frugality, of fo 
many Kings, had amais'd during many Ages, was 
abandoned to the Conqueror. 

But the moft moving Part of this fad Scene was, 
to fee the Wives of the Lieutenant-Governors, and 
Grandees of Pcrfia, molt of whom dragg'd their 
little Children after them, who were fo much the 
greater Objects of Companion, as they were the 
Jefs fenflble of their Misfortune. Among thefc, 
were three young Princcfles, Daughters of Ocbus, 
who had reigned before Darius \ with the Widow 
of this Ochus *, the Daughter of Oxtitbra, Brother 
to Darius; the Wife of sfrtahazus, the greatcfr. 
Lord of the Court ; and his Son Isioneus. There, 



alfo, were taken Prifoners, the Wife and Son of 
Pkarnabafus, whom Dai ins had appointed Ad- 
miral of all the Coafts j three Daughters of Men- 
tor ; and the Wife and Son of Memnon y that illust- 
rious Warrior: Infomuch that there was fcarce one 
noble Family, in all c Perfia, but lhar'd in this 
Calamity. 

There was alfo found in 'Damafcus, the Embaf- 
fadors of the Grecian Cities, particularly thofe of 
Laccdamon and Athens whom Darius thought he 
had lodg'd in a fafe Afylum, when he put them 
under the Protection of the traiterous Governor 
above-mention'd. 

There was in Ca(h, Two hundred thoufand fix 
hundred Talents ; and in Plate, which was after- 
wards coin'd, Five hundred thoufand; hkewifc 
Thirty thoufand Men, and Seven thoufand Beails 
loaded with Baggage, were taken. We find alfo, 
by the Letter of 'tatmcnio to sJlezandtr , that he 
found in Damafcus, Three hundred and twenty- 
nine Concubines of Dan'us, ail admirably well 
skill'd in Mufickj and alfo a Multitude of Officers* 
whofe Bufinefs was to regulate and prepare every 
Thing relating to Entertainments ; fuch as to make 
Crowns, to prepare Perfumes and Ef Unas, >:o drefs 
Viands, to make Pies, and all Things in the Pa- 
ftry Way ; to look after the Wine-cellar:, to give 
out the Wine, &rV. There were four hundred and 
ninety- two of thefe Officers ; a Train worthy a 
Prince who ran to his Dellruclion J 

hi the mean while, Darius, who, a few Days 
before, was at the Head of fo mighty, and pom- 
pous an Army ; and who came into the Field 
mounted on a Chariot, with the Pride of a Con- 
queror, rather than the Equipage of a Warrior* 
was flying over the Plains, which, being before 
covcr'd with the numberlefs Multitude of his 
Forces, now appear'd like a Defait, and wide- 
extended Solitude. This ill-fated Prince rode 
fwiftly the whole Night, accompanied by a very 
few Attendants ; for all had not taken the fame 
Road, and molt of thofe who accompanied him, 
could not keep Pace, by his changing llorfes fo 
often. At laffc he arrived at Socfas, where he af- 
femhled the Remains of his Army, uhivh amomit- 
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ed only to Four thoufand Men, including Verfians 
as well as Foreigners \ and irom thence he made 
all potllble Halle to Thapjacus, in order that the 
Euphrates might be between him and Alexander. 

During thole- TranfacHons, moit of the Cities 
of Syria Turrender'd at the hrlr Approaches of the 
Conqueror; who being arrived at Marat hes, re- 
ceived a Letter from Darius, in which he ft) I'd 
himtelf King, without bellowing the fame 1 itle 
on Alexander. Befides this, he commanded, ra- 
ther than intreated him, *' to ask any Sum of 
** Money he mould think proper, upon Condition 
that he would deliver up to him his Mother, his 
Wife and Children. That as to their Difpute 
for Empire, he might, if he thought proper, 
decide it in one general Battle, to which both 
Parties fhould bring an equal Number or Troops: 
But that, in cafe he were trill capable of good 
" Counfel, he would advife him to reft contented 
with the Kingdom of his Anceftors, :;nd not 
invade that of another ; that they fhould thence- 
forward live as good Friends, and faithful Al- 
lies j that he himfelf was ready to fwear to the 
Obfervance of thefe Articles ; and to receive 
Alexander's Oath, if he was inclined to agree 
thereto. " 

This Letter, which breath 'd fo unfeafonable a 
Pride and Haughtinefs, exafperated the Macedo- 
7iian Monarch ; he therefore wrote the following 
Anfwer : *• Alexander the King, to Darius : The 
* c ancient 'Darius, whofe Name you aflume, in 
former Times quite ruin'd the Greeks who in- 
habit the Coafts of the Hellefpont, and the Ioni- 
an*, our antient Colonies. He, next, crofs'd 
the Sea at the Head of a powerful Army, and 
carried the War into the very Heart of Mace- 
*' don i a and Greece. After him, Xerxes made an- 
*' other Defcent, with a dreadful Number of Bar- 
barians, in order to fight usj and having been 
overcome in a naval Engagement, he left, at 
his retiring, Mardonius, who plundcr'd our 
Cities, and laid wafte our Plains. But who has 
not heard that Philip, my Father, was affafli- 
nated by Wretches, fuborn'd thereto by your 
Partizans, in Hopes of a great Reward t For 
'tis cuftomary with the 'Pcrfians to undertake 
impious Wars; and, Sword-in-Hand, to fet a 
Price upon the Heads of their Enemies. And 
even you yourfelf, chough at the Head of a 
prodigious Army, promiled a thoufand Talents 
to any Perfon who fhould kill me. I therefore 
only defend myfelf, and confequently am not 
the Aggrcffor. And indeed the Gods, who al- 
ways declare for the juft Caufe, have favour'd 
my Arms; and, aided by their Protection, I 
have fubjefled a great Part of Afia, and defeat- 
ed you, Darius, in a pitch'd Battle. However, 
though I ought not to grant any Requeft you 
make, fince you have not a£ted candidly, and 
openly in thib War; neverthelefs, in cafe you 
will appear before me, in a fupplicating Po- 
fture, I give you my Word, that! will reftore 
to you, without any Ranfom, your Mother, 
your Wife, and Children. If you are afraid of 
furrendering yourfelf to me, I now a fibre you, 
upon my Honour, that you may do it without 
the lean Danger: But remember, when you 
next write to me, that you write not only to 
A King, but to Tour King." Tberfippus was 
order 'd to carry this Letter. 
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This done, Alexander, marching from thence 
into Phoenicia, the Citizens of Byblos open'u iheir 
Gates to him. Every one fubmitted as he ad- 
vanced ; but no People did this with greater Hea- 
fure than the Sidonians. We have leen in what 
Manner Ochus had deftroy'd their City eighteen 
Years before, and put all the Inhabitants to the 
Sword : After he was return'd into Per/fa , fuch 
of the Citizen*, who upon Account of their 
Traffick, or for fome other Caufe, had been ab- 
fent, and, by that Means, had cfcaped the Maf- 
facre, return'd thither, and re-built their City. 
But from that Time, they had harbour'd fo vio- 
lent a Hatred againft the Per/Sans, that ohey were 
overjoy 'd at this Opportunity to throw off their 
Yoke ; and indeed they were the firft in that 
Country who fubmitted by their Deputies, in Op- 
polition to Strata their King, who had declar'd 
in Favour of Darius* Alexander, therefore, de- 
throned him, and permitted Hephaflion, to elect, 
in his Stead, whomfoever of the Sidonians he 
fhould judge worthy of fo exalted a Station. 

This Favourite was quarter'd at the Houfe of 
two Brothers, who were young, and of the molt 
conflderable Family in the City ; to thefe, there- 
fore, he ofFer'd the Crown : But they refufed it, 
telling him, that according to the Laws of their 
Country, no Perfon could afcend the Throne, un- 
lefs he were of the Blood Royal. Hereupon, 
Hephaflion, admiring this Greatnefs of Soul, which 
could contemn, what others ltrive to obtain by 
Fire and Sword, faid to them ; tK Continue in this 
t€ Way of thinking ; you, who firft are fenfible, 
C€ that 'tis much more glorious to refufe a Diadem, 
* € than to accept it. However, name me fome 
€C Perfon of the Royal Family, who may remern- 
ct ber, when he is King, that it was you fet the 
/• Crown upon his Head " Accordingly, the 
Brothers, obferving that feveral, who were tor- 
tured with Ambition, afpired to this high Station ; 
and, to obtain it, paid a fervile Court to Alexan- 
der^ Favourites ; declared, that they did not know 
any Perfon more worthy of the Diadem, than one 
Aadolonymus, defcended, though at a great Di- 
ftance, from the Royal Stock; but who, at the 
fame Time was fo poor, that he was obliged to 
get his Bread, by Day-labour in a Garden, with- 
out the City. His Honefty and Integrity had re- 
duced him, as well as many more, to this extreme 
Poverty : Ernploy'd wholly in his Labour, he did 
not hear the Clafhing of Arms, which had fhaken 
nWAfia. 

Immediately the two Brothers went in Search of 
him, with the royal Garments ; and found him 
weeding his Grden : Notwithstanding this, they 
faluted him as King, and one of them addrefs'd 
him thus ; You muff now change your Tatters, for 
the TDrc/s I have brought you : Put ojf the mean and 
contemptible Habit, which you have wot n to this old 
Age ; inform your Bt eafl with a kingly Heart ; but 
when you arefeated on the Throne, prejerve for ever 
the Virtue which made you worthy of it. And when 
you Jhall have afcended it, and, by that Means, be- 
come the fupreme Difpofer of Life and Death, over- 
all your Citizens, be jure never to f orget the Con- 
dition in which, or rather for which, you was elect- 
ed. Abdolonymus look'd upon the whole as a 
Dream ; unable to guefs the Meaning of it, ask'd, 
if they were not alhanVd to ridicule him in this 
Manner? But, as he made a greater Remittance, 

than 
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thin fuited their Inclinations, they themfelves not to furrender, they fixM Machines on the Ram- 

wauVd him, and threw over his Shoulders a pur- parts, and on the Towers; arm'd their young 

pie Robe, richly embroider'd with Gold; then, Men, and built Work-houfes for the Artificers, 

after repeated Oath;; of their being in Earneif, they of whom there were great Numbers in the City; 

conducted him to the Palace. fo that every Fart refounded with the Noife of 

Tne News of this being immediately fpread warlike Preparations. I hey likewife made iron 

over the whole City, moil of the Inhabitants were Grapplings, to throw on the Enemy's Works, 

overjoy M thereat ; but fome murmured, efpecialJy and tear them away; as alfo Cramp-irons, aid 

the Rich, who, defpifing his former abject State, fuch-like Inftruments, invented for the Defence of 

could not forbear fhewingj their Refentments upon Cities. 

that Account, in the King's Court. However, On the other Hand, Alexander imagin'd, that 

Alexander commanded the new-ele£led Prince to there were efTential Reafons why he lhould polll-fs 

be fent for ; and, after furveying him attentively himfclf of Tyre : He was fenfible that he could r.ot 

a long Time, fpoke thus : Thy Air and Mein do invade Egypt eafily, fo long as the Per/tans lhould 

not cent radial what is related of thy Extraction-, be Matters of the Sea; nor purfue Dai in* with 

hut I jhould be glad to know, with what Frame of Safety, in cafe he fhould leave behind him fo large 

Mnri thou didjl bear thy Poverty Would to an Extent of Country, the Inhabitants of which 

the Gods, reply 'd he, that I may bear the Crown were either Enemies, or fufpe&ed to be fo. He, 

as patiently. Thefe hands have procured me all I likewife, was afraid, left fome Infurreftio.i lhould 

defiied', and whilji 1 ' pojfefs'd nothing, I wanted no- break out in Greece ; and that his E .emies, after 

thing. The Thought wa.s beautiful and juft; he having re-taken, in his Abfence, the maritime 

look'd upon the tcgal Power, as a Burthen, more Cities of Afia-Minor, and increas'd thjir Fleet, 

difficult to be born than Poverty : And fo it is, to would make his Country the Seat of War, during 

a Prince, who defigns to difcharge all the Duties his being employ'd in purfuing "Darius in the 

of that high Office. i his Anfwer gave Alexander Plains of Babylon. Thefe Apprehenfions were the 

a high Idea of the Virtue of A r 5 do lonymus ; fo that more juftly grounded, as the Lacedemonians had 

he prefented him, not only with all the rich Fur- decJared openly againft him; and the jtuvnians 

niture which had belonged to Strato, and Part of fided with him, more out of Fear, than AnsfHon. 

the Per/tan Plunder, but, likewife, annexed one But, that in cafe he fhould conquer T,>e, all 

of the neighbouring Territories to his Dominions. Phoenicia being then fubje£t to him, hr fhouM 

All Syria and Phoenicia were already fubdued be able to difpoflefs the Perjians of half their ua- 

by the Macedonians, the City of Tyre excepted 5 val Forces, which confifted of the Fleet of tnac 

which was juftly entitle^ the Sateen of the Sea, Province; and fhould foon make himfclf Mai re r 

that Element bringing to it the Tribute of all of the Ifland of Cyprus, and of Egypt, which could 

Nations. She boalted her having firft invented not refill him, the Inftant he was become Sove- 

Navigation, and taught Mankind the Art, of raign of the Seas. 

braving the Wind and Waves, by the Afliftance On the other Side, one would have imagin'd, 

of a frail Bark; The happy Situation of Tyre that, according to all the Rules of War, Alexander, 

the Conveniency, and Extent of its Ports ; the after the Battle of Ijfus, ought to have purfued 

Character of its Inhabitants, who were induftri- Darius vigoroufly, and neither have given him 

ous, laborious, patient j and extremely courteous an Opportunity of recovering from the Terrour 

to Strangers ; invited thither Merchants from all into which his Defeat had thrown him, nor alio v 

Parts 01 the Globe; fo that it might be looked him Time to raife a new Army the Succcis ol s.he 

upon, not fo much as a City belonging to any Enterprise, which appear'd infallible, being the 

particular Nation, as the common City of all Na- only Thing, that could make him iormidable .t;.d 

tions, and the Center of their Commerce. fuperior to all his Enemies. Add to this, rh .\ n 

Upon Ahxandv's advancing towards it, the cafe he mould not be able to take this City ^wr:«:h 

Tyrians fent him an Embafly, with Prefents for was not very unlikely) he would difcredit his own 

himfelf, and Kefreftiments for his Army; being Arms; would lofe the Fruic of his Victories, a >d 

willing to have him for their Friend, but not for prove to the Enemy that he was not invincible, 

their Matter; for, when he difcover'd aDefireof But God, who had appointed this Monarch, to 

entering their City, in order to offer up in it a chaftife the Pride of Tyre, as will be feci hcre- 

Sacrificc to Hercules, its tutelar God, they refus'd after, did not once permit thofe Thought o en- 

him Admiffion. But this Conqueror, after gain- ter his Mind ; but detetmin'd him to lay iiogt? 

ing fo many Victories, had too mighty a Soul, to to that City, in Spite of all the Difficulties which 

put up fuch an Affront ; and thereupon, was re- oppofed fo hazardous a Dcfign ; and the many 

folv'd to force them to it by a Siege; which they, Reafons, which fhould have piompied him 10 

on the other Side, were determin'd to fuftain with purfue quite different Meafures. 
the utmoft Vigour. The Spring was then com- It was impoilible to come near this City, in 

ing on: Tyre was at that Time feated in an Ifland order to fto.m it, without making a Bank which 

ofthe Sea,, about a Quarter of a League from the fhould reach from the Continent to thcllland ; and 

Continent. It was furrounded with a lrrong Wall, an Attempt of this Kind, could noi but be attend- 

an hundred and fifty Foot high, which the Waves ed with Difficulties, that we c feemingly iruur- 

of the Sea wafhed ; and the Carthaginians (a Co- mountable. The little* Arm of the Sea, which 

lony from lyre) a mighty People, and Sovereigns feparated the Ifland from the Continent, was ex- 

of the Ocean, whofe KmhafTadors were at that pofed to rhe /^iy?- Wind ; which ofren raifed inch 

Time in the City, to offer up to Hercules, accord- dreadful Storms there, that the Waves would, in 

ing to antient Culrom, an annual Sacrifice, had en- an Inflanr, fweep away all the Woiks. Betides, 

caged themfclves to relieve the Tyrians. TV as as ihe City Was furrounded on all Sides by the Sea, 

this made them fo haughty: Firmly determined there Was uo fixing fcaling Laddeis, nor throw;- 
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ing up Ba'tcries, but at a Distance, in the Ships ; 
and the Wall, whL-h advanced into the Sea to- 
wa ds the loWc Past, prevented People from 
landing: Noc to mention, that the military Kn- 
gincs \\ hich might have been put on Boaid the 
Gallics, could not do much Execution, the Waves 



we e io very boifte-ous. 

But nothing was capable of checking, or van- 
quishing the Refolution of -JlcxanJcr, who was 
determined to win the City at any Rate : However, 
as the few Veflels he polfeis'd, lay at a great Di- 
lhir.ee from him; and that the Siege, of lb ibrong 
a City, might poifibly lalt a lorg lime, audio 
retard his other Enterprizes, he thought proper 
to endeavour at 3n Accommodation. According- 
ly, he fent Heralds, who propofed a Peace, bc- 
i vcen him and their City ; but the Tyt'iuns kill'd 
them, contrary to the La a of Nation*, and threw 
them from the Top of the Wall* into the Sea : 
Exafpcrated at fo cruel an Outiage, he fornVd a 
Refolution at once, and employ \J his whole At- 
tention in railing a Dike. He found, in the Ruins 
of olv Tj/f, which ftood on the Continent, and 
was called PiiLe-Tyros, Materials to make l'icrs 5 
taking all the Stones and Rubbiih from it : Mount 
I.ih^nus, which as not fardirtant from it, fo fa- 
mous in Scripture tor it* Ced.-.rs, turninVd him 
with Wood for Hilt*, a:.d o her l imber- \s ork. 

The soldiers begun the Pier with great Ala- 
crity, being animated by [he Prefence of their 
Sovereign, who himlclf gave out all the Orders; 
and who, ki. owing peril cth how to infinuate 
himfelf into, and g.ii;» the . ftctlions of his Army, 
excited fome by Prai es, and others by flight Re- 
primands, . hich wc:e inrermix'd w ith kind Ex- 
prellionsj and fofter.ed by Prormfes. At firft, they 
advanced with pret: # » great Speed, the Piles be- 
ing ealily driven into the Slime, which ferved as 
Mortar for the Stones^ and, as the Place where 
thefe Works were carrying on, was at fome Di- 
ffance from the City, they ..enc on without inter- 
ruption. But, the farther they . ent from the 
Shore, the greater Difficulics they met w irh ; be- 
caufe the Sea was deeper, and the YV r orkmen ■ ere 
very much annoy'd, by the Arrows Ihot from the 
Tops of the Walls. The hnemy, who were Ma- 
tters of the Sea, coming lor ., ard in- great Boats, 
and razing every Part or the Dike, pi evented the 
AA:"cJ:KtJns from carrying it on with Vigour: 
Then adding Ii.fults to their Attacks, they cried 

aloud to AiL \ Jiidct 's Soldiers, " That it was a no- 
« < 



to prevent 



upon the Workmen, and wounded fevcrai ; it not 
being polTiblc for them toward off* the Blows ; 
becaufc of the great Eafe, and Swiftncfs with 
which the Boats moved backwards and forwards ; 
fo that they were obliged to leave the Work to 
defend themiclves. It was, therefore, refoived, 
that Skins and Sails Ihould be fpread to cover the 
Workmen ; and that two wooden Towers fhould 
be railed, at the Head of the Bank, 
the Approaches of the Enemy. 

On the other Side, the Tynans made a Defcent 
on the Shore, out of the View of the Camp j 
where they landed fome Soldiers, who cut to 
Pieces thofe that carried the Stones : And on Mount 
Libanusy there alfo were fome Arabian Peafants, 
who meeting the Macedonians, lrraggling up and 
down, kill'd near thirty of them, and took very 
near the fame Number : 1 hefe fmall Lodes, oblig- 
ed Alexander to feparate his Troops, into different: 
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ble Sight to fee thefe Conquerors, whofe Names 
were fo rer.ownVJ all the World over, carrying 
Burthens on their Backs, like fo many Bcaits. " 
And they v. ould afterwards ask them, in a con- 
temptuous Tone of Voice, " Whether Alexander 
we: e grea r er than A T rf tunc ; a nd i f they prctend- 
id to be greater than that God ? " 
But tl.efe Taunts did but inflame the Courage 
of the Soldier; ; lor, at lalt, the Bank appear'd a- 
bovc Water ; began to !f:ew a Level of a confider- 
fihlc Breadth, and lod.av near the City. Then 
the Befieged, perceiving with Terror, the Vatt- 
nef> of the War]:, v. h i cn the Sea had, till then, 
kept from their Sight, approach'd in their Ship- 
Boats, in order to view the Bank, which was not 
vet very firm. Thefe Boats were full of Slingers, 
B f j w - r n n , and others who huiPd Javelins, and 
« ven fire; and beinpf difperfed in the Ri^ht and 
Ltfr, about the Bank, they fhof, on all Side 
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Bodies. 

In the mean Time, the Bcfieged cmploy'd every 
Invention, every Stratagem that could be found, 
to ruin the Enemy's Works. They took a Tran- 
fporc-Veflel, and, filling it with Brufhes, and 
fuch-Jike dry Materials, made a large fnclofure 
near the Prow, wherein they threw all thofe Things, 
with Sulphur and Pitch, and other cumbuftibTlc 
Matter, fn the Middle of this fnclofure, they fet 
up two Mads, to each of which they fixed two 
Sail yards, on which were hung Kettles full of 
Oil, and fuch-like un&uous Subftances. They, 
afterwards, loaded the hinder-part of the Veflel 
with Stones and Sand, in order to raife the Prow 5 
and, taking Advantage of a favourable Wind, 
they towed it to Sea, by the Aflittance of their 
Gallics. Then, as foon as they were come near 
the Towers, they fet Fire to this Veflel, and drew 
it towards the Point or Extremity of the Bank : In 
the mean Time, the Sailors who were therein, 
leap'd into the Sea, and f.»am away. Immediately 
the Fire caught the Towers, w ith great Violence ; 
and the reft of the Works, which were at the Head 
of the Bank ; and then the Sail-yards, being driven 
to and fro, threw Oil upon the Fire, which very 
much incrcafed the Flame. At the fame Time, 
to prevent the Macedonians extinguiftiing it, the 
l J\ • tans, who were in their Gallics, were perpe- 
tual !y hurling at the Towers, fiery Darts, and 
burning Torches, infomuch that there was no ap- 
proaching them. Several Macedonians loft their 
Lives, in a miferable Manner, on the Bank; be- 
ing either fhot through with Arrows, or burnt to 
Death ; whHft others, throwing down their Arms, 
leap'd into the Sea. But, as they were Avimming 
away, the Tynans, wifliing to take them alive, 
rather than kill them, maim'cl their Hands with 
Clubs and Stones; and, after difabling them, car- 
ried them off : At the fame Time, others of the 
Beficg'd, coming out of the Ciry in little Boats, 
beat down chcKifgesof the Bank, tore up its Stakes, 
and burnt the Reft of the Kngincs. 

Alexander, though he faw mod of his Dcfigns 
defeated, and his Works demoliuVd, was not ac 
all dejected; his Soldiers alfo endeavoured, with 
redoubled Vigour, to repair the Ruins of the 
Bank; and they raiVd new Engines, with fo pro- 
digious a Speed, as quite afronifh'il the Enemy: 
Alexander him/elf being prefent, on all Occafi- 
ons*, and overfeeing every Fart of the Works. His 
Prefence, and great Abilities, advane'd them frill 

more. 
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more, than the Multitude of Hands employed in 
them. The Whole was near finiuVd, and brought 
almoft to the Wall of the City, when there arofe, 
on a fudden, an impetuous Wind, which drove 
the Waves, with fo much Fury againft the Bank, 
that the Cement, and other Things that bound it, 
gave Way ; when the Waves ruftiing through the 
Scones, broke it in the Middle ; and as foon as 
the great Heap of Stones, which fupported the 
Earth, was thrown down, the Whole funk at once, 
as into a deep Pit- 
Any Warrior but Alexander would, that Inftant, 
have quite laid afide his Enterprize ; and indeed, 
he himfelf debated, whether he mould not raife 
the Siege. But, a fuperior Power, who had fore- 
told, and fwore to ruin Tyre, and whofe Orders 
this Prince only executed, prompted him to con- 



tinue the Siege ; and difpelli ng all his Fears, jn- 
fpir'd him with Courage and Confidence, and fir'd 
the Breaflrs of his whole Army, with the fame 
Sentiments : For, the Soldiers, as though they 
had been but that Moment arriv'd before the Ci- 
ty, forgetting the feveral Evils they had under- 
gone, began to raife a new Mole, and work'd at 
it continually. 

In the mean Time, Alexander, being fenfible, 
it would not be poflible for him, either to com- 
pleat the Bank, or take the City, as long as the 
Tyrians fliould continue Matters of the Sea, re- 
foiv'd to aflemble, before Si don, his few remain- 
ing Gallies : At the fame Time, the Kings of 
Aradus and By bios, hearing that Alexander had 
conquer'd their Cities, abandoned the 'Perjian 
Fleet 5 join'd him with theirs, and that of the Si" 
donians, which made in all Eighty Sail, There 
arriv'd alfo, much about the fame Time, Ten 
Gallies from Rhodes, Three from Sola and Mallos, 
Ten from Lycia, and One from Macedonia, hav- 
ing Fifty Oars, A little after, the Kings of Cy- 
prus, hearing that the Per /fan Army had been de- 
feated, near the City of Jjfus, and that Alexander 
had poflefs'd himfelf of Phoenicia, brought him 
a Reinforcement, of above an Hundred and twenty 
Gallies. 

Whilft his Soldiers were preparing the Ships 
and Engines, the King took fome Troops of Horfe, 
with his own Regiment of Guards, and march'd 
towards a Mountain of Arabia, call'd Ant 7 lib anus : 
There the tender Regard he had for an old Gen- 
tleman, formerly his Tutor, who was abfolutely 
refolv'd to follow his Pupil, expos'd Alexander to 
very great Danger : This was Lyfimachus, who 
gave the Name of Achilles to his Scholar, and 
call'd himfelf Phoenix. When the King was got 
to the Foot of the Mountain, he leap'd from nis 
Horfe, and began to walk \ during which, his 
Troops got a considerable Way before him. In 
the mean Time, it grew late ; notwithftanding 
which, Alexander, not being willing to leave his 
Preceptor, who was very corpulent, and fcarce 
able to walk, was fe para ted from his little Army, 
accompany'd only by very few Soldiers; and, in 
this Manner, fpent the whole Night, very near 
the Enemy, wno were fo numerous, thqt they 
might cafily have overpowcr'd him. However, 
his ufual good Fortune and Courage extricated 
him from this Danger j fo that, coming up after- 
ards with his Forces, he advane'd forward into 



Day, to Sidon ; where he found Alexander, Son 
of Polemocrates, who had brought him a Rein- 
forcement of Four Thoufand Greeks trom Pelo- 
ponnejus. 

The Fleet being ready, Alexander took fome 
Soldiers from among his Guards, whom he em- 
bark'd with him, in order to employ them, in 
clofe Fight, with the Enemy ; and then fet Sail 
towards Tyre, in Battle- Array. He himfelf was 
at the Extremity of the Right Wing, which 
fpread itfelf in the main Ocean, being accompa- 
ny'd by the Kings of Cyprus, and Phoenicia 5 the 
Left was commanded by Craterus. The Tyrians 
were, at firft, determin'd to give Battle j but, 
after they heard of the uniting of thefe Forces, 
and faw the Army advance, with mighty Parade 
( for Alexander had halted to wait the coming up 
of his Left Wing) they kept all their Gallies in 
the Harbours, to prevent the Enemy from entnng 
them. Hereupon, when the King law no one ap- 
pear, he advane'd nearer the City j and, finding 
it would be impoflible for him, to force the 
Port, which lay towards Sidon, becaufe of the 
great Narrownefs of the Entrance, and its being 
defended by a large Number of Gallies, all 
whofe Prows were turn'd towards the main Ocean, 
he only funk Three of them, which lay without ; 
and afterwards caft Anchor, with his whole Fleet, 
pretty near the Bank, along the Shore, where his 
Ships were fhelter'd. 

Whilft ail thefe Things were doing, the new 
Bank was carry'd on with great Vigour : The 
Workmen threw into the Sea whole Trees, with 
all their Branches on them ; and laid great Stones 
over them, on which they put other Trees, which 
they cover'd with Clay, that ferv'd inftead of 
Mortar : Afterwards, heaping more Trees and 
Stones on thefe, the Whole, chusjoin'd together, 
form'd one entire Body. This Bank was^ made 
wider than the former, in order that the Towers, 
which were built in the Middle, might be our. of 
the Reach of fuch Arrows, as fhould be fliot from 
thofc Ships, which might attempt to breakdown 
the Edges of the Bank. The Beficg'd, on the 
other Hand, exerted themfelves with extraordinary 
Bravery, and did all that lay in their Power, to 
flop the Progrefs of the Work. But, nothing was 
of fo much Service to them as their Divers, who, 
fwimming under Water, came unperceiv'd quite 
up to the Bank, and with Hooks drew all i'uch 
Branches forward, as projected beyond the Work; 
and, pulling forward with great Strength, fore'd 
every Thing that was over chem. This was one 
Remora to the carrying on of the Work j how- 
ever, after many Delays, the Patience of the Work- 
men furmounting every Obftacle, it was at lad 
finifh'd, in its utmoft Perfection. I his done, the 
Macedonians plac'd military Engines of all Kinds 
on the Bank, in order to ihake the Walls with 
Battering-Rams, and hurl on rhe Befie^cd, Ar- 
rows, Stones, and burning Torches. 

At the fame Time, Alexander order 'd the Cy- 
prian Fleer, commanded by AnJi omarhus, ro rake 
its Station before the Harbour, which lay towards 
Sidon; and that of Phoenicia* before the Harbour, 
which was on the other Side of the Bank, facing 



Egypt, towards that Part where his own 1 cut win 
pitch'd; and enabled him to attack the City on 



wards with his f orces, he advane'd forward into pitciva ; ana enaoiea mm to ;uuuv mc 

the Countiy, won all the ftrong Holds, either by every Side. The Tyrians 9 in (heir Turn, pivpaiM 

Force, or Capitulation, and return'd, the nth for a vigorous Defence : On that Side, which lay 

r 6 11 towards 
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towards the Bank, they had creflcd Towers on the 
Wall, which was of a prodigious Height, and of 
a proportionable Breadth; the Whole built with 
great Scones, cemented together with Mortar.The 
Accefs to any other Part was a] moll as difficult, 
the Enemy having fene'd the Foot of the Wall, 
with great Scones, to keep the Greeks from ap- 
proaching it. The Bufinefs, then, was, fir It, to 
draw thcie away ; which could not be done, but 
with the utmoft Difficulty ; becaufe, as the Sol- 
diers ftood in Ships, they could noc keep very firm 
N on their Lees. Befides, the Tyrians advane'd with 
\over'd Gallies, and cut the Cables which held 
the Ships at Anchor; fo that Alexander was o- 
blig d to cover, in like Manner, feveral Veflels 
of Thirty Oars each; and to ftation them Crofs- 
wife, to lecure the Anchors from the Attacks of 
the Tyrian Gallies : But ftill Men div'd, and cut 
them unperceiv'd ; fo that they were, at laft, 
fore'd to fix them with Iron Chains, After this, 
they drew the Scones with Cable-Ropes, and car- 
rying them off with Engines, threw them to the 
Bottom of the Sea, where it was not poflible for 
them to do any farther Mifchief. The Foot of 
the Wall being thus clear'd, the Veflels had very 
eafy Accel's thereto; infomuch, that the Tyrians 
were inverted on .all Sides, and attack'd, at the 
fame Time, both by Sea and Land. The Mace- 
donians then join'd Gallies (Two and Two) with 
Four Men chained to each Oar, in fuch a Manner, 
that the Prows were faften'd together ; and the 
Sterns fo far diftant one from the other, as was 
neceflary for the Pieces of Timber between them 
to be of a proper Length. After this, they threw, 
from one btern, to the other, Sail- Yards, which 
were faften'd together by Planks, laid Crofs-wife, 
in order for the Soldiers to ftand faft thereon. The 
Gallies being thus equipped, they row'd towards 
the City ; and fhot (under Covert) againft thofe 
who defended the Wails ; the Prows ferving them 
as fo many Parapets. The King, then, caused 
them to advance about Midnight, in order to fur- 
round the Walls, and make a general Aflault.The 
Tjrians then gave thcmfelves for loft ; when, on 
a fudden, the bky was ovcrfpread with fuch thick 
Clouds, as quite took away the faint Glimmerings 
of Light, which before darted through the Gloom. 
The Sea rofe, by inferable Degrees ; and the Bil- 
lows, being fwell'd by the Fury of the Winds, 
rife to a dreadful Storm. The Veflels dafh one 
againft the other with fo much Violence, that 
the Cables, which before faften'd them together, 
arc cither loofen'd, or break to Pieces ; the Planks 
fplk, and, making an horrible Crafh, carry off 
the Soldiers with them : For, the Tcmpeft was fo 
furious, that it was noc poflible either to manage, 
or fteer, Gallies thusfaftned together. The Soldier 
was a Lett and Hindrance to the Sailor, and the 
Sailor to the Soldier ; and, as happens on fuchOc- 
cafior.s, that Man obey'd, whofe Bufincfs it was 
to command; Fear and Anxiety throwing all 
Things into Confuiion. But then the Rowers 
exerted themfelves with fo much Vigour, that 
they Got the Better of the Sea, and feem'd to tear 
their Ships out of the Waves: At lair, they 
brought them near the Shore; but, the greateft 
Part, in a fhattcr'd Condition. 

At the fame Time, there arnv'd at Tyre Thirty 
FmbaJadors from Carthage, who did not bring 
the lcaft Relief, though they had promised migh- 



ty Things : Inftead thereof, they only made Ex- 
cufes, declaring, that, it was with the greateft 
Grief, the Carthaginians found thcmfelves, abfo- 
lutely unable to aflift the Tyrians, in any Man- 
ner $ becaufe they themfelves were oblig'd to take 
up Arms, not as before for Empire, but to fave 
their Country. And indeed, the Syracufans were 
laying wafte all Africa, at that Time, with a 
powerful Army, and had pitch'd their Camp noc 
far from the Walls of Carthage. However, the 
Tyrians, though fruftrated, in this Manner, of 
the great Hopes they had conceiv'd, were no 
Ways dejected : They only took the wife Precau- 
tion to iend moft of their Women, and Children 
to Carthage ; in order that they themfelves mighc 
be in a Condition to fight as Defperadoes ; and 
bear more couragioufly the greateft Calamities 
which might befal them, when they had once 
lodg'd> in fecure Afylum, what they moft valu'd 
in the World. 

There was in the City, a Brazen Statue of A- 
pollo, of an enormous Size-: This Colojfus had for- 
merly ftood in the City of Gel a, in Sicily. The 
Carthaginians having taken it, about the Year 
41 2 before Chrift, had given it, by Way of Pre- 
fent, to the City of Tyre ; which they always 
look'd upon as the Mother of Carthage. The Ty- 
rians had fet it up in their City, and Worlhip 
was paid to it ; but, during the Siege, on a Dream, 
which one of the Citizens had, the Tyrians ima- 
gin'd, Apollo was determined to leave them, and 
go over to Alexander. Immediately, they faften'd, 
with a Gold Chain, his Statue to the Altar of 
Hercules, to prevent that Deity from leaving 
them. For thefe People, were filly enough to 
believe, that after his Statue was faften'd down, 
it would not be poflible for him to make his E- 
fcape ; and that he would be prevented therein, 
by Hercules, the Tutelar God of the City : What 
a ftrange Idea the Heathens had of their Divini- 
ties ! 

At the fame Time, fome of the Tyrians, pro- 
pos'd the rcftoring of a Sacrifice* which had been 
difcontinu'd for many Ages ; and this was, to 
facrifice a Child, born of free Parents, to Saturn. 
The Carthaginians, who had borrow'd this facri- 
legious Cuftom from their Founders, preferv'd it 
till the Deftruclion of their City ; and, had not 
old Men, who were invefted with the greateft Au- 
thority in Tyre, oppos'd this cruelly-luperftitious 
Cuftom, a Child had been butcher'd. - 

In the mean While, the Tyrians, finding their 
City expos'd cveryMoment, to be taken by Storm, 
refolv'd to fall upon the Cyprian Fleet, which lay 
at Anchor off Si don ; and feiz'd the Opportunity, 
to do this, at a Time, when the Seamen of Alex- 
ander'** Fleet were difpers'd up and down ; and he 
himfelf was withdrawn to his Tent, pitch'd on 
the Scalhore. Accordingly, they came out, about 
Noon, with Thirteen Gallies, all mann'd with 
choice Soldiers, us'd to Sea- Fights ; and, rowing 
with all their Might, came thundering on the 
Enemy's Veflels j Part of which they found empty, 
and the Reft had been mann'd, in great Hafte. 
Some of thefe they funk, an J drove ieveral others 
againft the Shore, where they dafli'd to Pieces : 
The Lofs would have been ftill greater, had not 
Alexander, the lnftanc he heard of this Sally, 
advane'd, at the Head of his whole Fleet, with 
all imaginable Difpatch, againft the Tyrians. 

How- 



ALEXANDER the Great. 

However, they did not wait their Coming up, but had beat down any Part of lIic Wall, and the 
withdrew into the Harbour, after having alio loft Bridges were thrown out; the sir gyrafpides in- 
lomc of their Ships. ftanJy mounted the Breach with the utmoft Va- 

Then the Engines playing the City was warmly lour, being beaded by Mmctus, one of the braved: 
attack'd on all Sides, and as vigorouily defended : Officers in the Army, v. ho was kiii'd by theThru:t 
The Beheg'd, taught, and animated by imminent of a Halberd, as he was encouraging his Soldiery . 
Danger, and the extream NeceJlity to which they The Prefence of the King, and efpeciaJJy the Kx~ 
were reduc'J, invented daily new Arts, to defend ample he fct, ilr'd his Troops with unufuai B:::- 
themfeives, and repulfe the Enemy. They warded very. He him(cl^ afcended one of the Towci.*, 
oiF all the Arrows, which the Crofs-Bowmcn /hoc which was of a prodigious Height, and was rhcr; 
againft them, by the AllHrance of turning Wheel?, expos'd, to the grcaceft Danger his Courage had 
which either broke them to Pieces, or earn 'd ever burry'd him ; for, being immediately knowa 
them another Way. They deaden'd the Violence by his Injignia, and the Richncfs of his Armour, 
of the Stones hurl'd at them, byfetting up a Kind he ierv'd as a Bute to all the Arrows of the K- 
of Sails, and Cunains, made of a fofc Subftance, nemy. On this Occafion, he perform 'd Worder*; 
which eafily gave Way. To annoy the Ships, killing, with Javelins, feveral of thole who cL- 
which advane'd againft their Walls, they fix'd fended the Wail ; then, advancing nearer to them, 
Grappling-irons, and Scythes, to Joihrs or Beams: he fore'd fome with his Sword, and others wi p h 
Then, bending their Engines, which were in the his Shield, cither into the City, or the Sea; civ* 
Shape of Crofs-Bows, they laid thclegrear Pieces "Tower where he fought a/moit touching the Vail, 
of Timber upon them, mftead of Arrows, and This done, he foon went over jc s by the AUiilarv j 
ihot them off, on a fudden, at the Enemy. Thefe of Floacing Bridges, and, follow 'a by the Noi.i- 
crufti'd fome to Pieces, by their greai Weigh/ ; lit)"* poffefs'd himfelf of Two l owers, and the 
and the Hooks, or PenfiU- Scythes with which Space between them. The Battering Ram:; had 
they were arm'd, tore others in Pieces, and did already made feverat Breaches ; the Fleet had 
conn'derable Damage ro their Ships, They alio fov^d into the Harbour, and fome of th? -lacs- 
had Brazen Shields, which they drew red-hoc cut damans, had poffefs'd themfeives of the Towers, 
of the Fire > and, filling them with Burning Sand, chat were abandon'd. Hereupon, the Tyrians, 
hurl'd them, in an Initant, from the Top of the feeing the Enemy Mafter of their Rampart, re- 
Wall upon the Enemy. There was nothing the tir'd towards an open Place, call'd slgenor, and 
Macedonians dreaded lb much, as this laft Inven* there flood their Ground; but Alexander march- 
tion ; for, the Moment this Burning Sand had ing up with his Regiment of Body Guards, kill'd 
got to the Fie 111, over the Extremity of the Coat Pare of them, and oblig'd the Reft to fly. Ac the 
of Mail^ it piere'd to the very Bone, and ftuck fame Time, Tyre being caken on that Side, which 
fo clofe, that there w r as no pulling it off, fo that lay towards Che Harbour, the Macedonians ran up 
the Soldiers, throwing down their Arms, and tear- and down every Part of the City, f paring no 
ing their Cloaths in Pieces, were, in this Manner, Perfon who came in their Way 5 being highly 
expos'd, naked and dcfencelcfs, to the Shot of the exafperated at the long Refiftance of the Bcfieg'd, 
Enemy. and the Barbarities they had exercised towards 

It was then, that Alexander, difhearten'd at fo fome of their Comrades, who had been tnk.n in 
vigorous a Defence, debated fcrioufly, whether it their Return to Sidon, and thrown from the Bac- 
would not be proper for him to raife the Siege, dements, after their Throats had been cut in the 
and go for Egypt : For, afcer having over-run Sight of the whole Army. 

uija with prodigious Rapidity, he found his Pro- in the mean While, the Tynans, feeing them- 
grefs unhappily retarded ; and loft, before a tingle felves overborne on all Sides, fly, fome to the 
City, the Opportunity, of executing a great many Temple, there to implore the Afhlfcince or the 
Deligns, of infinitely greater Importance. Betides, Gods; whilft others, ihutting themfeives in their 
he contidci'd it would be a great BIcmifh to his Houfes r cfcape the Sword ot the Conqueror, by 
Reputation, which had done him greater Service a voluntary Death; and others, again, nlh upon 
than his Arms, thould he leave 7 yrv behind him, the* Enemy, firmly rcfolv'd to fell their Lives at 
and thereby prove to the World, he was not in- the dearelt Rate. Moit of the Citizens were got 
vincible. He rcfolv'd, therefore, to make a laft on the Houfe-Tops; whence they threw Stones, 
Effort with a greater Number of Ships, which and whatever came firil to Hand, upon fuch as 
he mann'd with the Flower of his Army. Ac- advane'd forward into the City : Whereupon, the 
cordingly, a fecond Naval Engagement was fought; K» n g g ; * vc Orders for killing all the Inhabitants 
in which the 'Jyrians, though ihey bchav'd with (thole excepted who had thclter'd themfeives in 
great intrepidity, were oblig'd ro draw off their the TempKs) and fee Fire to every Part of Tyre. 
whole F leet towards the City : Tho King purfn'd Although this Order was publifli'd by Sound of 
their Rear very clofe, but was not able' to enter Trumpet; yet not one Perfon, who carry'd Arms, 
the.Harbour, he being repuls'd by Arrows Ihot fled to the Temples, thofc Sanctuaries being til I'd 
from the Walls : However, he either cook, or with fuch old Men and Children, only, ns had 
junk a great Number of their Ships. rcmain'd in the City. The orhcrs waited at the 

Hereupon, Alexander, afcer letting his Forces Doors of their Houtes, in Expectation, every In* 
rcpofe themfeives Two Days, advane'd his KJeer, thine, of being tacrifie'd ro the Rage of the Sol- 
nnd his Engines, in order to attempt a general diers: 'Tis true, indeed, the tidonian Soldiers, 
Alfault; borh the Attack and Defence were then who were in j/fexandcr** Camp, fav'd great N'unv 
more vigorous than ever: The Courage of the bers of them : For, having cntcr'd the City, in- 
Combatants increased with the Danger; and each difcriminately, with the Conquerors, and calling 
Side, animated by the molt powerful Motives, to Mind their ancient /Jfinity with the Tyrianu 
fought like Lions. Wherever the Battering- Rams Afaenor having founded both lyw and Sidon, they 

carry'd 
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carry 'J oft' great Numbers, privately, on b6ard 
their Ships, and convex 'd them to Sidon. By this 
kind Deceit , Fifteen thouland were faved from 
the Rage of the Conqueror; and we may judge 
of theGreatnefsof the slaughter, from the Num- 
ber of the Soldiers who were cut to Pieces, on the 
Rampart of the City only, they amounting to 
Six thoufand. However, the King's Anger not 
being yet appeas'd, he exhibited a Scene which 
appeared dreadful, even to the Conquerors ; for, 
there remaining Two thoufand Men, atter the 
Soldiers had been glutted with Slaughter, Alexan- 
der caufed them to be fix'd upon CrolTes, along 
the Sca-ihore. He pardon'd, however, the F,m- 
bafladors of Carthage, who were come to their 
Metropolis, to offer np a Sacrifice to Hercules, 
according to annual Cuftom : The Number of Pri- 
foners, both Foreigners and Citizens, amounted 
ro Thirty thoufand, who were all fold : As for 
the Macedonians, their Lois was very inconfider- 

able. 

A'exihd.r himfelf facrihVd to Hercules, and 
conducted the Ceremony, with all his Land-Forces 
under Arms, in Concert with the Fleet : He alfo 
lolcmniz'd Gymnafiic Exercifes, in Honour of the 
fame God, in the Temple that was dedicated to 
him. With Regard to the Statue of Apollo, above- 
mcntion'd ; he~took off the Chains from it, re- 
ltor'd it to its formtr Liberty, and commanded 
that the God ihould thenceforwards be furnam'd 
P,:;lalexander, that is, The Friend of Alexander. 
if we may credit 7imaus> the Greeks begun to 
pay him this folemn Worfhip, for having occa- 
sion \J the taking of Tyre ; which happen'd the 
Day and Hour that the Carthaginians had carry 'd 



Gcd had pronouncd, by the Mouth of his Pre 

prices again!: the City of Tyre: A abucho donofo 



off this Statue from Gcla. The City of Tyre was 

taken about the find of September, after having 

fu::u!n*d a feven Months Siege. 

Thus were accompli uVd, the Menaces which 

, .. .. • „ ro- 

for 

had begun to execute chofe Ihreats, by beiieging 
a;»d caking it ; and they were compleated, by the 
fad C.:taifrophc we have here defcrib'd. As this 
double Event, forms one of the moft confiderable 
Paffagcb in Hitfory, and the Scriptures have given 
us feveral very remarkable Orcumftances of it; 
v. e fhall endeavour to unite here, in one View, 
all that they relate, concerning the City of Tyre, 
kb J owcr, it: Riches, iis Haughtinefs, and its 
Profanation; t ;e different Punilhm-.nts, with which 
God chaftifed its Pride, and other Vices j in fhort, 
its laft Restoration, but, in a Manner different 

from the rcfr. 

But before we relate the Prophecies concerning 
7>/c , we ilia 11 here prefent the Reader with a lit- 
tle Extract of the Hiitory of that famous City, 
hv which Ire will be the better enabled to under- 
lie r.d the Prophecies. 

Tytc v.as built by the Si don: jus, two hundred 

and forty Years before the budding of the Temple 
of J.i.y'aftw: For this Reafon, it is called by 
Ifaiab, 7/y Daughter of bidon : However, it foon 
lurpafsM i;:, Mother-City in Extent, in Power, 

Mid in Riches. 

it wai Le/iegc-I by Salman afar \ and, alone, re- 
fitted (he united Fleets of the /ij/yrians and Pbee- 
niciam ; a Circumltanic which greatly heightened 



us 



Pride. 



A::buJ:cdo?:»fnt laid Sk'ge to lyre, at the Time 



that It hob a I was King of that City ; but did not 
take it, till thirteen Years after: And, before it 
was conquer'd, molt of the Inhabitants had retir'd, 
with the greateft Part of their Effects, into a neigh- 
bouring Illand, where they built a new City. r i he 
old one was rax'd to the very Foundations, and 
has fince been no more than a Village, known by 
the Name of PaU-Tyros, or, antient Tyre ; but 
the new one rofe to greater Power than ever. 

It was in this great and flourifhing Condition, 
when Alexander befieged, and won it : And here 
begins the Seventy Tears, of Obfcurity and Obli- 
vion, in which it was to lie, according to Ifaiab. 
It was, indeed, foon repair *d, becaufe the Si do* 
jiians, who enter 'd the City, with Alexa?ider 7 & 
Army, faved Fifteen thoufand of their Citizens, 
(as was before obferved) who, after their Return, 
applied themfelves to TrafEck, and repair'd the 
Ruins of their Country, with incredible Labour ; 
befides, the Women and Children, who had been 
fent to Carthage, and lodg'd in a Place of Safety, 
return'd to it at the fame Time. But Tyre was 
confined to the Ifland, in which ic ftood ; its Trade 
extended no farther than the neighbouring Chits, 
and it had loft the Empire of the Sea : And when, 
eighteen Years after, Antigonus befieged it with a 
ftrong Fleet, we do not find that the Tyrians had 
any Maritime-Forces to oppofe him. This fecond 
Siege, which redue'd it a fecond Time to Capti- 
vity, plung'd it into the State of Oblivion, from 
which ,t endeavoured to extricate itfelfj and this 
Oblivion continued the exact Time foretold by 
Jfaiah. 

This Term of Years being expir'd. Tyre reco- 
ver'd its former Credit ; and, at the lame Time, 
refum'd its former Vices ; till, at laft, converted 
by the Preaching of the Gofpel, it became a-holy* 
and religious City : The facrcd Writings acquaint 
us with Part of thefe Revolutions 5 and this is what 
we are now to nhew. 

Tyre, before the Captivity of the Jews, in Ba- 
bylon, was confider'd as one of the moft antient 
and flourifhing Cities of the World : Its Indultry, 
and very advantageous Situation, had raifed ic to 
the Soveraignty of the Seas, and made it the Cen- 
ter of all the Trade in the Univerfe. From the 
extreme Parts of Arabia, Perjia, and India, to 
the moft remote ffeflern Coafts ; from Scythia and 
the Northern Countries, to -Egypt, Ethiopia, and 
the Southern Countries; all Nations contributed 
to the Increafe of its Riches, its Splendor and 
Power. Not only the feveral Things ufeful and 
neceflary to Society, which thofe various Regions 
produe'd ; but whatever was found in them of a 
rare, curious, magnificent, or precious Kind, and 
beft adapted to pamper Luxury and Pride ; all 
thefe, were brought to its Markets : And Tyre, 
as from a common Source, diffufed this varied /\- 
bundance over all Kingdoms, and infected them 
with irs corrupted Air, by infpiring Mankind wjth 
a Love for Eafe, Vanity, Luxury, and Delights. 

A long, uninterrupted Series of Profperitics had 
fwcll'd the Pride of this City : She was proud of 
being Jook'd upon as the Queen of Cities ; a Queen, 
whole Head is udorn'd with a Diadem ; whole 
Correfpondents arc illullrious Princes ; whofe rich 
Tradei « difpute for Superiority with Kings who 
fees every maritime Power, either as her A'/in 
or Dependents; and who made hcrfelf nccelf'iry, 
or formidable to all Nations 
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Tyre had now fill'd up the Meafurc of her Ini- 
quity, by her Impiety ngainft God, and her Bar- 
barity excrcifed againft his People: She had re- 
joiced over the Ruins of" Jerufalem, in the infult- 
ing Words following: Behold then the Gates of 
this fo populous City arc broken dozen. Her Inha- 
bitants foal I come tom-y and I in 11 unich inyfelf 
with her Spri/i, now jhc is laid wa/le. She waa 
not fatisfied, with having reduced cue Jews to a 
State of Captivity, not withstanding thj Alliance 

between them ; with felling them to the Gent; lis, 
and delivering them up to their molt cruel F.ne- 
mics; ihe likewifc had fei'/Al upon the Inheritance 
of the Lord, and carried away from hid Temple, 
the molt precious Tilings, to enrich therev. irh the 
Temples of her Idols. 

T his Profanation and Cruelty drew down the 
Vengeance or (tod upon fy/e : God was refolvec! to 
de(troy her, becaufe ihe relied fo much upon her 
own Strength, her Wifdom, her Riches, and her 
Alliances. He therefore brought ugainlt her A'a- 
buchodonofor, that King of Kings, to overflow her 
with his mighty Holts ; as with IV'at'j rs, that over- 
fpread their Banks; in order to demolish hei Ram- 
parts, to ruin her proud Palaces, to deliver up her 
Merchandizes and Trea fares to the Enemy, and 
to raze Tyre, to the very Foundations, after hav- 
ing fet Fire to it, and either extirpated, or dif- 
perfed all its Inhabitants. 

By this fo unexpected a Fall , tYiQdlmigb'y taught 
the attonillfd Nations, that he more evidently dif 
plays his Providence, by the molt incredible Re- 
volutions of State*: ; and that his Will only directs 
the Enterprizes of Men, and guides them as he 
pleales, in order to humble the Proud. 

But Trrcy after (he had recovered hcrLofTcs, and 
repair'd her Ruins, forgot her former State of Hu- 
miliation, and the Guilt which had reduced her to 
it : She ftill was fwell'd with the Glory of poflif- 
ling the Empire of the Sea $ of being the Seat of 
univerfal Trade j of giving Birth to the mod fa- 
mous Colonies; of having within her Walls, Mer- 
chants, whofe Credit, Riches, and Splendor, e- 
quall'd them to the Princes and great Men of the 
Earth ; of being govern'd by a Monarch, who 
might ju Illy be entitled, King of the Sea $ of tra- 
cing back her Origin to the molt remote Antiquity $ 
of having acquir'd, by a long Series of Ages, a 
kind of Eternity; and of having a Right to pro- 
mife herlelf another fuch Eternity in Times to 
come. 

Wherefore, fince that this City, corrupted by 
Pride, by Avarice and Luxury, has not profited 
by the firit LelTon which God had given her, in 
thcPcrfonof the King of Baby/on $ and that, after 
being opprefs'd by all the Forces of the Ea/l, flic 
ftill would not learn, to conlide no longer, in the 
falfe and imaginary Supports of her own Great- 
nefs : God foretels her another Chaftifement, which 
he will fend upon her from the IVcf, near four 
hundred Years after the firflr. Her Destruction 
will come from Chittim, that is. Mace Ionia \ from 
a Kingdom fo weak and obfeure, that it had been 
defpis'd a few Years before ; a Kingdom, whence 
Hi e could never have expected fuch a Blow, 'lyre, 
pojft'Js*d with an Opinion of her own IViJdom, and 
proud of her Fleets, of her immenfe Riches, which 
Jhe heaped up as Mire in the St eels ; and alfo pro- 
tected by the whole Power of the Per fan Empire, 
does not imagine ihe has any Thing to fear from 
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thofe new Enemies, who, being fituarcd at a great 
Diftancefrom her, without either Mo .ev, Strength, 
or Reputation ; having neither Harbours nor S j ps> 
and being quire unskilled in Navigation, car >: 
therefore, as ihe imagines, annoy her with . he.r 
Land Forces. Tyre lo >':s upon herfclf as impreg- 
nable, becaufe ihe is defended by lofty For rifi ca- 
tions, and fu: rounded on all Sides by the Sea, as 
with a Moat, and a Girdle: Ncvcrthelcfs, sfU\- 
ande) , by J:li:r;g up the Arm of the Sea, whkh 
JepararcA her from the Continent, will force nfi'hcr 
Girdle, and demoiifh thofe Rampai ts which fcrv'd 
her as a fecond fnclofure. 

7yt e, thus diipolfelVd of her Dig icy, as Qu*cn, 
and as a free City, boafhng no more her Di.'dem 
nor her Girdle, will be reduced, during feventy 
Years, to the mean Condir/on of a Muvc. 1" e 
I. oid hath pdipofed it, to fain the P tide 0/ „il 
Gl ry, and to bring into Contempt all t/ c H ,n tit - 
able of the Eat th. Her Fall will drag after it the 
Ruin of Trade in general j a :d (lie pr ve to 

all Cities, a Subject of sorrow and L .» me ! itac J on 5 
by making them lofe the prefent Means, and chc 
future Hopes, of enriching themfelves 

To prove, in a fenfibk- Manner, to Tyre, that 
the Prophecy, concerning her Ruin, is not in- 
credible, and that all the Strength and Wifdom 
of Man, can no- ways ward off, or fufpend the 
Punifliment, which God has prepared for Pride, 
and the Abtife of Riches : Ijaiah fets before her 
the Example of Baby on, whofe Destruction ought 
to have been an Example to her. This City, in 
which A'imtod laid the Foundations of his Empire, 
was the molt antient, the molt populous, and cm- 
bdifli'd with more Edifices, both publick and pri- 
vate, than any other City. She was the Capital 
of the firlt Empire that ever exiited, and was 
founded, in order to command over the whole 
Earth, who feem'd to be inhabited by Families 
only who came from her Bofom, as it were, like 
fo many Colonies, whofe Parent Ihe was. Ne- 
vcrthelefs, lays the Prophet, (he is no more, nei- 
ther Babylon, nor her Empire. The Citizens of 
Babylon had multiplied their Ramparts and Ci- 
tadels, to render, even rhe befieging it, impracti- 
cable. The Inhabitants had rais'd pompous Pa- 
laces, to make their Names immortal but all 
thefe Fortifications were but as fo many Dens, in 
the Eyes of Providence, for wild Hearts to dwell 
in } and thefe Etlifi ces were fer.tcnced to fall to 
DuhV, or elfe to link to humble Cottages. 

After fo lignal an Example, continues che Pro- 
phet, (hall Tyre, which is fo much inferiour to 
Babylon in a great many Ref pelts, dare to hope, 
that the Menaces pronoune'd by Heaven agai it 
her, viz. to deprive her of the hmpire of the ben, 
and dcltroy her Fleets, will not be fulfilled ? 

To make her the more Itrongly fen Able how 
much (he has abufed her Profpcrity> God will re- 
duce her to a State of Humiliation and Oblivion, 
during threefcorc and ten Years. Buc after this 
Seafon of Ohfcurity, flie will endeavour again to 
appear with the Air of a Harlot, whofe ( 'harms 
and Artifices Ihe fliall afllimc; Ihe will employ 
her utmoft Endeavours to corrupt Youth, and footh 
their PaJlions. To recover herTraflick, hV fliall 
employ Fraud, Deceit, and the molt inlidious In- 
ticemencs. She fliall s ilk every Part of the World, 
to collect the molt rare, and molt delicious Pro- 
duces of every Country ; to infptrc the various Na- 
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tions of the Univcrfe, with a Love and Admira- 
tion for Superfluities and Splendor ; and fill them 
with an Averfion tor the Simplicity and Frugality 
of the Antients. And flic will fee every Engine 
at work, to renew herantient Treaties, to recover 
the Confidence of her former Correfpondents : and 
to compenfate, by a fpecial Abundance^ the Steri- 
lity of feventy Years. 

Thus, in Proportion, as the Almighty fliall give 
Tyre an Opportunity of recovering her Trade and 
Credit, fhe ihall return to her former lhamcful 
Traffic, which God had ruin'J, by ltripping her 
of the great Polfefiions fhe had applied to fuch 

pernicious Ufes. 

But at lair, Tyre, converted by the Gofpcl, 
fhall no more be a Scandal, and a Stumbling-block 
to Nations: She fhall no longer facrince her La- 
bour to the Idolatry of Wealth, but to the Wo r- 
ihip of the Lo<D, and the Comfort of thole who 
ferve him. She fhall no longer render her Riches 
barren and ufelefs by decainmg them ; but Ihall 
fcatccr them, like fruitful Seed, from the Hands 
of Believers, and JMinifters of the Gofpel. 

One of God's Deiigns, in the Prophecies juft 
now cited, is to give us a juft Idea of a Traffic, 
whofe only Motive is Avarice, and whofe Fruits 
are Pleafures, Vanity, and Immortality. Man- 
kind look upon Cities which arc enrich'd with a 
Commerce like that of Tyte (and ? tis the fame 
with private Perfons.) as happier than any other; 
as worthy of Envy, and as fit (becaufe of their 
Induftry, their Labour, and the Succcfs of their 
Toils and Conduct) to be propos'd as Patterns for 
the Reft to copy after: But God, on the contrary, 
exhibits them to us under the lhamcful Jmjgeof 
a Woman loft to all Scnfe of Virtue } as a Woman, 
whofe only View is to feduce and corrupt Youth j 
who only fooths the Pailions, as.d flatters theSenfes j 
who abhors Modclly, and every Sentiment of Ho- 
nour j and who, blotting from her Countenance 
every Characterise of Chaftity, glories in Igno- 
miny. We are not to infer from hence, that Traf- 
fick is finful in itfelf , but we fhould fcparate from 
the ellcntial Foundation of Trade, which is juft 
and lawful, when apply'd to virtuous Ufes, the 
Paflionsof Men which intermix, and by thdt Means 
pervert the Order and End of it. Tyre, converted 
to Chrijiianity % teaches the Merchants, in what 
Manner they are to carry on their Tra flick \ and 
the Ufes to which they ought to apply their Pro- 
fits. 

Whilft Alexander was carrying on the Siege of 
Tyre, he rcceiv'd a iccor.d Letter from Darius, 
who at laft 0ave him the Title of King. M He 
offer 'd him therein, Ten rhoufand Talents, as 
a Ranfom for the captive Princellcs, and his 
Daughter Statira in Marriage, with all the 
u Country he had concjuer'd, as far as the Eu- 
" phratcs. He then infinuatcd co him, the fncon- 
itancy of Fortune j nnd defcrib'd, in the moft 
pompous Terms, the numbcrlefs Troops, who 
were i till under his Command ; nnd ask'd, if he 
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" could think, that it was fo very cafy to 
*' the Euphrates , the Tier is, the Jtraxcs, an 



Hydaspes, which were as fo many Bulwarks to 
the Per pan Empire ? That he fhould not be al- 
ways fhut up between Rocks and Partes; that 
they ihould both appear in a. Plain, and that 
then Alt xander would be afhnm'd to come be- 
*' fore him, with only a Handful of Men. " The 



King hereupon fumrrwiYi a Council, in whufi 
Pat moiio was of Opinion, that he ought to accept 
of thefeOHcrs ; declaring, he him felt would agree 
to them, were he s/lexau.icr. -dnd fo would 1 (rc- 
pl y'd Alcxandei ) wet c I Parmenio. He, there- 
fore, returned the following Aniwer j "That he 
*« did not want the Money Darius offer'd hit*": : 
• c That ic did not become Dai ins to offer aTh. g 
" he no longer poflefs'd j or to pretend to diftn- 
<( bute, what he had entirely lolt : That in Cafe 
he was the only Perfon who did not know which 
of them was fupcriour, a Battle would foon de- 
€t termine it: That he lhould not think to inti- 
" midatc, with Rivers, a Man who had crofs'd 
" fo many Seas : -And, in fhorr, that to whai; ■ 
** ever Place he might think proper to retire, 
€( M xander would not fail to find him out. " 
Upon receiving which Anfwcr, Darius loft all 
Hopes of an Accommodation, and fo preparVi a- 
gain for War. 

From Tyre, Alexander march'd to Janfalcm% 
firmly rcfolv'd to flicw it no more Favour than he 
had done the former City; and for this Reafonj 
The Tyrians were fo much employ'd in Traffick, 
that they qui-e neglected Husbandry, and drew 
moft of their Corn, and other Provisions, from 
the Countries in their Neighbourhood. Galilee, 
Samaria, and jud^sa 9 furniftTd them with the 
great eft Quantities. /\t the fame Time that 
Icxander laid Sige to their City, he was himfelf 
obliged to fend for Provisions from thofe Coun- 
tries : He, therefore, fer.t Commiflaries to fum- 
mon the Inhabitants thereof to fubmir, and fur- 
riih his Army with whatever they might want. 
The Jews, however, dehVd to be excus'd, alledg- 
that they had taken an Oath of Fidelity to 
Darius ; and pcrfiltcd in anfwering* that they 
would never recognize any other Soveraign, fo 
long as he was living: A rare Example of Fi- 
delity, and worthy of the only People, who, in 
that Age, acknowledged the true God! The Sa- 
maritans, however, did not imitate them in this 
Particular j for they fubmitted with Chearfulnefs 
to Alexander ; and even fenr. him Eight thoufand 
Men, to ferve at the Siege of Tyre, and other 
Places. For the better underftanding of what fol- 
lows, it may be necelfary for us, to acquaint the 
Reader, in lew Words, with the State of the Sa- 
maritans at that Time ; and the Caufe of the ftrong 
Antipathy between them and the Jews. 

We obferv'd el fe where, that the Samaritans did 
not fpring from the Jfraclites, but were a Colony 
of Idolaters,' taken from the Countries on the other 
Side of the Euphrates, whom sJfar addon, King of 
the Ajjyrians, had fent to inhabit the Cities of Sa~ 
maria, after the Ruin of the Kingdom of the Ten 
Tribes. Thcfc People who were called Cut Lues t 
blended the IVorfliip of the God of Ifracl with 
that of Idols; and, on all Occafions, difcovcrtJ an 
Enmity to the Jews. This Hatred was much 
ftronger, after the Return of the Jews from the 
Uabylonijh Captivity, both before and after the 
Rcftoration of the Temple. 

Notwithstanding the Reformation which hoi) 
Kchcmiah had wrought in Jcmfalem, with Regard 
to the marrying of lrrnngc or foreign Women } 
the Evil had yet fpread 10 far, that the High- 
Prieft's Houfc, wluVh ought to have been prefer v\l, 
more than any other, from thofe criminal Mix- 
tures, was iifclf polluted with them. One of i lie 
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Sons of Jehoiada the High-prieft, whom Jofipbus 
calls Manaffes, had marry'd chc Daughter oh' San- 
ballat the Horonite ; and many more had follow'd 
his Example. But Nehemiah, zealous for the Law 
of the Lord, which was fo fhamefully violated, 
commanded, without Exception, all who had 
marry'd ftrange Women, either to put them away 
immediately, or depart the Country j and Manajfes 
chofe to go into Baniflimcnt, rather than feparate 
himfelf from his Wife, and accordingly withdrew 
to Samaria ; whither he was folio w'd by great 
Numbers, as rebellious as himfeli j and he there 
fettled them, under the Protection of Sanballat his 
Fathcr-in-Law, who was Governour of that Coun- 
try. 

Sanballat had obrain'd Leave of Darius Nothus 
(whom, probably, the War, which broke out be- 
tween Egypt and Pcrjia, had fore'd into Phoenicia) 
to build on Mount Garizim, near Samaria, a Tem- 
ple like that of Jerufalem ; and to appoint Ma- 
najfes, his Son-in-Law, Prieft thereof. From that 
Time, Samaria became the Afylum of all Male- 
contents in Judaa, And 'twas this raifed the 
Hatred of the Jews, again ft the Samaritans, to 
its greareft Height, when they faw that the latter, 
notwithftanding the exprefs Prohibition of the 
Law, which fix'd the folemn Worfliip of the God 
of Ifrael in the City of Jciufalem, had rais'd Altar 
againft Altar, and Temple againft Temple; and 
gave Shelrer to all who lied from Jerufalem, to 
i'creen themfelves from the Puniflimenc, which 
would have been inflicted on them, for their vio- 
lating the Law. 

Such was the Srafe of Judaa, when Alexander 
laid Siege to Tyre: The Samaritans, as we before 
obferv'd, had fent him a confiderable Body of 
Troops; whereas the 'Jews thought, they could 
honeftly fubmit themieives to him, fo long as 
Darius, to whom they had taken an Oath of Al- 
legiance, was alive. Hereupon Alexander, being 
little ufed to fuch an Anfwer, particularly fince 
he had obcain'd fo many Victories, and thinking 
that all Tilings ought to bow to him , refolv'd, the 
Inftanc he had concjuer'd Tyre, to march againft 
the Jews, and puniih their Difobedicnce, as ri- 
goroufly, as he had done that of the lyrans. 

in this imminent Danger, Jaddus the High- 
Prieft, who govern'd under the Pcr/ians, feeing 
himfelf expoled, with all the Inhabitants, to the 
Wrath of the Conqueror, had Recourfe to the 
Protection of the Almighty ; gave Orders for the 
Offering up publick Pravers, to implore his Af- 
fiftance, and made Sacrifices. The Night after, 
God appear 'd to him in a Dream, and bid him, 
To cauje Flowers to be fluttered up and doiLn the 
City; to Jet open all the uates, and go, c loathed in 
his pontifical Robes, with all the Pritjls, drefs'd 
atfo in their I'eftmcnts, and all the rcjl c loathed in 
fVhitc, and meet Alexander, and not fear any Evil 
from that King, inafmuch as he would protect them. 
This Command was punctually obey'd ; and, ac- 
cordingly, this augult Proceflion, the very Day 
alter, roarch'd out of the City, to an Eminence 
call'd Stiphtij where there was a View of all the 
Plain, as well as of the Temple and City of Je- 
rusalem ; where the whole Procellion waited the 
Arrival o{ . iLxander. 

The Sytian\ and Phtvnitians who were in his 
Army, were pcrluaded that the Wrath of this 
Piiiux* was fo great, that he would certainly pu- 
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nifli the High-prieft after an exemplary Manner, 
and deftroy that City, in the fame Manner as he 
had done lyre; and, flufh'd with Joy upon that 
Account, they waited in Expectation, of glutting 
their Eyes, with the Calamities of a People, to 
whom they bore a mortal Hatred. As foon, how- 
ever, as the Jews heard of the King's Approach, 
they fet out to meet him, with all the Pomp be- 
fore defcrib'd ; when Alexander, ftruck at the Sight 
of the High-prieft, on whofe Mitre and Forehead 
a golden Plate was fix'd, on which the Name of 
GOD was written j the Moment he faw hirh, ad- 
vanced towards him, with an Air of the molt pro- 
found Kefpeft ; bow'd his Body, ador'd the auguft 
Name above-mention'd, and faluted him who 
wore it, with a religious Veneration. Thereup- 
on, the Jews, furrounding Alexander, raifed their 
Voices to wilh him every Kind of Profperity; 
whilft all the Spectators, leiz'd with an incxpref- 
fible Surprize, could fcarce believe their Eyes; 
and did not know how to account for a .^ighc, fo 
contrary to their Expectation, and fo valtly im- 
probable. 

Par me nia, who could not yet recover from his 
Aftonifhment, ask'd the King, how it came to 
pafs, that he, who was ador'd by every one, a- 
dor'd the High-prieft. I do not (reply'd Alexander) 
adore the High prie/i, but the God whofe l\1 inifter 
he is ; for whilji 1 was at Dia, in Macedonia, (my 
Mind wholly fx 7 d on the great Defign of the Peril an 
fVar} as I was revolving the Methods how to conquer 
Atia, this very Man, drefs'd in the fame Robes, 
appeared to me in a Dream ; exhorted me to banijh 
every Fear, bid me crofs the Hellefpont boldly j and 
affiled me, that God would ma, ch at the tiead of 
my Army, and give me the factory over that of the 
Perfians. Alexander added, that the Intrant he 
faw this P.ieft, he knew him, by his Habit, his 
Stature, his Air, and his Face, to be the fame 
Perfon whom he had feen at Dia ; that he was 
firmly pcrfuaded, it was by the Command, and 
under the immediate Conduct of Heaven, that he 
had undertaken this War j that he was fure he 
fliould overcome Darius hereafter, and dcltroy 
the Empire of the Ptrfians ; and that this was rhe 
Reafon why he ador'd this God, in the Perfon of 
his Prieft. Having thus anfwer'd Parmenio, Alex- 
andcr embrae'd the High-prieft, and all his Bre- 
thren \ then walking in the Midft of them, he 
arriv'd at Jerufalem, where he ofFer'd Sacrifices to 
God, in the Temple, after the Manner prefcrib'd 
to him by the High-prieft; who afterwards, the w'd 
him thofe PalTages in the Prophecy of Daniel, 
which are fpoken of that Monarch. VVc will 
here give an Extraft of them, to (hew how con- 
fpicuoufly the molt diftant Events arc prcfent to 
our Creator. 

God manifefts, by the Prophecy of Daniel,~that 
Grandeur, Empire, and Glory, are his ; that he 
gives them to whomsoever he pleafes, and with* 
draws them, in like Manner, to punifh the Abufe 
of them ; that hiVWifdom and Power only, direel: 
the Courfe of Events in all Ages ; that he changes, 
by his bare Will, the whole Face of Things; thac 
he fets up new Kingdoms, overthrows antienc 
ones, and effaces, even to the very Foorfteps of 
them, with the fame Eafc, as the Wind carries 
off the fmalleft Straw from the Th refiling floor. 

God'n Defign, in fubjecTing States to fuch afto- . 
nifhing Revolutions, is to teach Men, that they 
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arc in his Prcfcncc as nothing ; thac he only is the 
moi\ High, the eternal King, the fovereign Ar- 
biter ; who ads as he pleafes, with fupreme Power, 
both in Heaven and in Earth. For the putting 
this Dcfign in Execution, the Prophet fees an au- 
guit Council, in which the Angels being appointed 
as ^peifcators, and Ovcrfecrs of Governments and 
Kino's, enquire into the L'fe, they make of the 
Authoritv/ that Heaven entrulted them with, in 
Quality of his Miuiirers; and when they abufeit, 
thefe Spirits, zealous for the glory of their Sove- 
reign, bcKech Go J to pun i ill their InjulHce and 
Ingratitude ; and to humble their Pride, by catling 
them from the i n rone, and railing to it the molt 
abject among .Ma:. kind. 

G:d, to make thele important Truths ft ill more 
fenftble, thews D.;n:c! four dreadful Bcatb, who 
rife from a \ nit Sea, in which the four Winds 
combat together with Fury; and, under thefe 
Svmoois, lie reprefep.es to the Prophet, the Origin, 
the Chara;teniticks, and Fall of the four great 
Empires, which are to govern the whole World 
fuccetlM eiv. A dreadful, but too real Image! 
For, Empires rife out of Noife and Confu.ion $ 
they fubfilt in Blood and Slaughter ; they exercife 
their I'owcr with \"iolence and Cruelty; they 
think it glorious to carry Terror and Defolation 
into all Pl.ices ; bu: yet, in Spite of their utmoft 
Efforts, they are lubjcct to continual Vicillitudes, 
and ui.forefeen Dettruction. 

The Prophet then relates, more particularly, 
the Character" of each of thefe Empires. After 
h.*vini reprefented the Empire of the Babylonians, 
under'the i mage of a Livicj's ; arid that of the Medes 
and Per.ans, under the Form of a Bear, greedy 
of Prey ] he draws the Piclure of the Grecian Mo- 
narchy, bv pre Tenting us with fuch of his Cha- 
racterilticks, as it is more immediately known by. 
Under the Image of a fpottcd Leopard, with four 
Heads, and four Wings, he fhadows Alexander, 
-mix'd with good and bad Qualities j rafh and 
impetuous in hib Relolutions ; rapid in his Con- 
quers j flying with the Swiftnefs of a Bird of Prey, 
Hither than marching with the Weight of an 
Army, loaded with the whole Equipage of War; 
fupporteJ by the Valour and Capacity of his Ge- 
nerals , fourof whom, after having ailifted him in 
conquering his Empire, divide ic among them- 

1 elves. 

To this Pi&ure the Prophet adds, clfcwhcre, 
new Touches: He enumerates the Order of the 
Succeflion of the Kings of Perfia; he declares, in 
precife Terms, that, after the three firir. Kings, 
%iz. Cyrus, Camby/es, and Darius, a fourth Mo- 
narch will arife, who is Set xes, a foft, judicious, 
and fearful Prince, will not have the lealt Succefs 
in any of his Projects. 

On the Contrary, from among the Greeks, at- 
tacked unfua efbtully by the Per/tans, there will arife 
a King, of Genius arid Turn of Mind, quite diffe- 
rent from that of \Y/ xes ; and this is Alexander the 
Great. He fhall be a bold, valiant Monarch ; he 
fhall fucceed in all his Enterprises; he fhall ex- 
tend his Dominion far and wide; and fhall cfta- 
blifh an irrefiltible Power, over the Ruins of the 
vanquifli'd Nations: But, at a Time, when he 
fhall imagine himfelf to be molt firmly feated on 
the Throi.c, he fhall lofe his Life,- with the regal 
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den, the Splendor and Power for which ir was fo 
renown'd under Alexander, fhall divide irfelf to- 
wards the four Winds of Heaven. From its Ruins, 
there fhall arife, not only four great Kingdoms, 
Egypt, Syria, u4Jsa Minor, and Macedon ; but al- 
fo feveral other Foreigners, or Barbarians, fhall 
ufurp its Provinces, and form Kingdoms out of 
thefe. 

fn fhort, in the eighth Chapter, the Prophet 
com pleats the D f fcription, in ltill ftronger Co- 
lours, the Character, the Battles, the Series of 
Advances made; the Rife and Fall, of thefe two 
rival Empires. By the Image he gives of a power- 
ful Ram, having two Horns of an unequal Length, 
he declares, that the firft of thefe Empires fhall 
be compos'd of Perjians and Medes ; that its Strength 
fhall coniift in the Union of thefe two Nations; 
that the Persians fhall, neverthelefs, exceed the 
Medes in Authority ; that they fhall have a Series 
of Conquelts, without meeting with any Oppofi- 
tion ; that they fhall firft extend themfelves to- 
wards the Wcfly by fubduing the Lydia?is 3 the 
Provinces of JJia Minor, and Thrace ; that they 
fhall afterwards turn their Arms towards the North* 
in order to fubdue Part of the Scythians, and the 
Nations bordering on the Cafpian Sea ; in fhort, 
that they fhall endeavour to enlarge their Domi- 
nions towards the South, by fubjec~Hng Egypt and 
Arabia ; but that they fhall not invade the Na- 
tions of the EajL 

The Monarchy of the Greeks is afterwards ex- 
hibited to Daniel, under the Symbol of a He-goat 
of prodigious Size j he perceives that the Mace- 
donian Army will march from the Weji, in order 
to invade the Empire of the Perfians j that it will 
be headed by a Warrior, famous for his Power 
and Glory ; that it will travel to a prodigious 
Diitancc, to go inQueftof the Enemy, even into 
the very Heart of his Dominions ; that ic fhall 
advance towards this Enemy, with fuch Rapidity, 
that it will feem barely to touch Ground ; that it 
will give that Empire its mortal Wound ; Quite 
overthrow it by repeated Victories, and deftroy 
the double Power of the Perjians and Medes ; dur- 
ing which, not one Monarch, whether its j4Uj 
or Neighbour, fhall give ic the leaft Affiftance. 

But, alfoon as this Monarchy fhall have rofe to 
its greatcft Height, Alexander, who form'd its 
greateft Strength, fhall be fnatch'd from it; and 
then there will arife, towards the four Parts of 
the World, four Grecian Monarchies; which, 
though vaftly inferior to that of Alexander, will 
yet be very confiderable. 

Can any Thing be more wonderful, more di- 
vine, than a Series of Prophecies, all of them fo 
clear, fo exact, and fo circumftantiated ; Prophe- 
cies, which go fo far as to point out, That a Prince 
fhall die,' without leaving a fingle Succcflbr, from 
among his own Family ; and thac four of his Ge- 
nerals .will divide his Empire between them? But 
we mull: perufe thefe Prophecies in the Scriptures 
themfelves. The Vulgate agrees, a few Places 
excepted, pretty nearly with the Hebrew, which 
we mall tranflate agreeable to the original Text. 

in . the. third Tear of the Reign of King Belfhaz- 
zari a Pifion appeared unto me, even unto me, Da- 
niel, after that which appeared unto me at the jirfim 
And, 1 Jaw in a Vijion (and it came to pafs when 



Dignity, and not leave any Pofrcrity to fucceed I faw„ 'that I was. at Shuflian in the Palace, which 
him in it. This new Monarchy, lofing, on a Sud- is in the 'Province q/'Ehm) and I Jaw in a Fifi'pn, 

and 
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and I was by the River of Ulai. Then 1 lifted 
up mine Eyes, and faw, and behold, there food 
before the River a Ram, which had two Horns, and 
the two Horns were high : But one was higher than 
the other, and the higher came up Lift. 1 faw the 
kam pufkfag Weft ward, and Northward, and 
Southward : So that no Beafts might ftand before 
him, neither was there any that could de'iver out 
qf his Hand, but he did according to his Will, 
and became great, And as I was confider ing y be- 
hold, an He- Goat came from the Welt, on the Face 
of the whole Earth, and touched not the Ground ; 
and the Goat had a notable Horn between his Eyes. 
Alnd he came to the Ram that had two Horns, 
which I had feen flan ding b cj "ore the River, and ran 
to him in the Fury of his Power. And If aw him come 
clofe unto the Ram, and he was moved with C holer 
agaiiift him, and [mote the Ra m, and brake his two 
Horns \ and there was no Power in the Ram to 
ftand before him, bat he caft him down to the 
Ground, a),d ftamped upon him : And there was 
no?ie that could deliver the Ram out of his Hand. 
Therefore, the He-Goat waxed very great, and 
when he was ftrong, the great Horn was broken ; 
and from it came out four notable ones towards the 
four tPinds of Heaven. 

A great Number of very important Reflexions 
might be made on the Prophecies laft mention'd: 
But thefe we fhaJl leave to the Reader's Under- 
ftanding and Piety, and will make but one Re- 
mark ; on which, however, we mail not expatiate 
fo much, as the Subject might deferve. 

The Almighty directs all Events which happen 
in the World; and rules, with defpotick Sway, the 
Fate of all Men, of all Cities, and of all Em- 
pires ; but then he hides the feveral Springs of 
his Wifdom, and the Wonders of his Providence, 
beneath the Veil of natural Caufes and ordinary 
Events. In all that prophane Hiftory exhibits to 
us, whether Sieges, or the Conquefts of Cities: 
Battles won, or loft; Empires eftablifh'd, or over- 
thrown; there appears nothing but what is human 
and natural : God feems to have no Concern in 
thefe Things, and we (hould be tempted to be- 
lieve that he abandons Men intirely to thcirVicws, 
their Talents, and their Paflions ; if we, perhaps, 
except the Jcwifh Nation, whom he regarded as 
his own peculiar People. 

To prevent our falling into a Temptation fo 
repugnant to Religion, and even Reafon itfelf, 
God breaks, at every Interval, his Silence ; dif- 
perfes the Clouds which hide him, and conde- 
scends to difcover to us the fecret Springs of his 
Irovidence, by caufing his Prophets to torctel, a 
long Series of ears before the Event, the Fare 
he lias prepared for the different People of the 
Earth. He reveals to Daniel the Order, the Suc- 



ceffion, and the different Charafterifticks of the 
four great Empires to which he isdetermin'd to 
fubject all che Nations c f the Univerfe, viz i hac 
of the Babylonians, of the Pe\ f ans and * edes, of 
the Greeks; and laftly, that of the Romans. 

It is in the fame" View chut he infitts, very 
ftrongly, on the two mott famous Conquerors that 
ever exifted; we me in, Cyrus, and Alexandra the 
one Founder, the other Deftroyer of the powerful 
Empire of Pcr/ia. He caufes the toi mer to be 
call'd by his Name Two hundred Yea is before his 
Birth; proprieties, by the Mouth of Ifaiah, his 
Victories; and relates the feveral Circumftances of 
the Taking of Babylon, the like of which had ne- 
ver been feen before. On this Occafion, he points 
out Alexander, by the Mouth of Daniel, and a- 
fcribes fuch Qualities and Chara£terifticks, as can 
agree with none but him, and which exhibit him 
as plainly as if he had been nanTd. 

Thefe PalTages of Scripture in which God ex- 
plains himfelf clearly, fh/mld be look'd upon as 
very precious ; and ferve as fo many Keys, to open 
to us the Path, to the fecret Method*, by which 
he governs the World. Thefe faint Glimmerings 
of Light, Ihould enable a rational and religious 
Man to fee every Thing elfe clearly ; and make 
hirn conclude, from what is faid of the Four great 
Empires, of Cyrus and Alexander, of Babylon and 
Tyre, that we ought to acknowledge and admire, 
in the feveral PI vents of prophane Hiftory, God's 
perpetual Care and Regard for all Men, and all 
States, whofe Deitiny depends intirely on hisWif- 
dom, his Power, and his Liberty. 

We may eafily imagine the great Joy and Ad- 
miration with which Alexander was fill'd, upon 
hearing fuch clear, fuch circumftantiated, and 
advantagious Promifes : Before he left Jerufalem, 
he affembled the Jews, and bid them ask any 
Favour whatfoever. They anfwer'd, " That their 
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Requeft was, to be allow'd to live according 
to the Laws, which their Anceftors had lefc 
them ; and to be exempt, the feventh Year, 
from their ufual Tribute: becaufe they were 
forbid, by their Laws, to fow their Fields, and 
confequently, could have no Harveft." Alex- 
ander granted their Requeft ; and, on the High- 
Prieft's befeeching him, to fuffer the Jews, who 
liv'd in Babylonia and Media, to live like wife 
agreeable to their own Laws, he alfo indulged 
them in this Particular, with the utmoft Huma- 
nity; and faid farther, That, in Cafe any of 
u them would be willing to ferve under his Stan- 
<c dards, he would give them Leave to follow 
,c their own Way of Worfhip, and to obferve 
" their rcfpedlive Cuftoms : " Upon which Offer, 
great Numbers inliftcd themfelves. 
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be Samaritans defrc to be treated with the fame Indulgence as the Jews, but arc difap 
pointed; Alexander J bin barons and inhuman Ufagc of Betis ; Egypt fubmits to bin 
willivolj; He goes to the Temple of Jtipiter-Ammon, and is own d for bis Son ; Hi 
founds Alexandria; The Battle of Arbela, where Darius is again defc 



^ jfejjes himfelf of 
bunts the Utter. 



Being intoxicated with Liquor, he 



HE was fcarce come from Jcrufalem, but 
the Samaritans waited upon him wich great 
Porrp and Ceremony; humbly intreating 
him to do them alfo the Honour to vi fit their 
Tempi.- : As they had fubmitrcd voluntarily to 
Alexander, and lent him Troops, they imagin'd, 
thac they deferv'd his Favour much more than the 
Jews-, and flatter'd themfclvcs, that they ftiould 
obtain the lame, and even much greater Indul- 
cence. It was in this View they made thepom- 
cous Proceifion abovemention'd, in order to invite 
Alexander to their City > and the Eight thoufand 
Men they had fent to ferve under him, join d in 
the Requeit made by their Countrymen. Alexan- 
der, however, only thank'd them courteoufly ; 
faid, " That he was oblig'd to march into Egypt, 
« and therefore, had no Time to lofe ; however, 
" that he would vific their City, at his Return, 
" in Cafe he had Opportunity." They then be- 
foughc him to exempt them from paying a Tri- 
bute every Seventh Year ; upon which, Alexander 
ask'd them, whether they were Jews : They made 
an ambiguous Anfwcr, which the King not hav- 
ing Time to examine, he alfo fufpended that 
Matter till his Return, and immediately continu'd 
his March towards Gaza. 

Upon his Arrival before that City, he found it 
defended by a ftrong Garrifon, commanded by 
Betis, one of the Eunuchs of 'Darius ; who, be- 
ing a brave Man, and very faichful to his Sove- 
reign, defended it with great Vigour againft A- 
.xa.nder. As this was the only Inlet, or Pa fs into 
i\p)lt t it was abfolutely neceflary for him to 
conquer it, and therefore, he was oblig'd tu be- 
like it : Bur, although every Art of vVar \vas 
employed ; and, notwithstanding, his Soldiers 
fought with the utmolt lntrepidiry ; he yet was 
forced to fet down Two Months before it. ^ E>- 
afporatcd at its holding out fo long, and his re- 
ceiving two Wounds, he was refolv'd to treat the 
Governor, the Inhabitants and Soldiers with fuch 
u Barbarity, as was abfolutely incxcufablc; for he 
cut Ten thoufand Men in 

Reft, with their Wives, and Children, for Slaves. 
When Betis, who had been taken Prifoner in the 
lilt A (fault, was brought before him; Alexander, 
inlread of ufing him kindly, as his Valour and 
Fidelity juitly merited; this young Monarch, 
who, otherwife, clrcenVd Bravery even m an 
Enemy, fir'd, on that Occaiion, with an infolcnc 



Joy, f poke thus to him : Betis, Thou fhalt ?wt die 
the Death thou dcfircdjl : Prepare, therefore, to 
fuffer all thofe Torments, 'which Revenge can invent* 
However, Betis, looking upon the King with noc 
only a firm, but haughty Air, did noc make the 
leaft Reply to his Menaces j upon which, more 
enrag'd than before, at this difdainful Silence; 
Vbferve, faid he, / befecch you, that dumb Arro- 
gance : Has he bended the Knee ? Has he /poke but 
even fo much as one fubmijjive Word ? But I will 
conquer this obfiinatc Silence , and force Groans from 
him> if 1 can draw nothing elfe. At laft, his An- 
ger rofe even to Fury ; his Conduft now begin- 
ning to change with his Fortune, and he order'd 
a Hole to be made through his Heels, a Rope 
put through them, and ty'd to a Chariot ; where- 
with he order'd his Soldiers to drag Betis round 
the City, till he dy'd. He boafted, his having 
imitated, on this Occafion, Achilles, from whom 
he was defcended ; who, as Homer relates, caus'd 
the dead Body of Hetlor to be dragg'd, in the 
fame Manner, round the Walls of Troy j as though 
a Man ought ever to pride himfelf, for having 
imitated fo ill an Example. Both were very bar- 
barous, but Alexander was much more fo ; in 
caufing Betis to be dragg'd alive; and for no 
other Reafon, but becaule he had ferv'd his Sove- 
reign wich Bravery and Fidelity ; by defending a 
City with which he had intrufted him ; a Fideli- 
ty, that ought to have been admir'd, and even 
rewarded, bv an Enemy, rather than puniuVd in 
fo cruel a Manner. 

He fent the greateft Part of the Plunder he 
found in Gaza, to Olympias, his Mother; to Cle- 
opatra, his Si iter ; and to his Friends. He alfo 
prefented Leonidas, his Preceptor, with Five hun- 
dred Quintals (or Hundred Vvcight) of Frankin- 
cenfe, and an Hundred Quintals of JVIyrrh ; rai - 
ling to Mind a Caution, Leonidas had given him. 
when a Child; and which feem'd, even at that 
Time, to prefagc the Conquefts this Monarch had 
fo lately atchiev'd. For Leonidas, obfen ing sl- 
lexander take up whole Handful s of Incenfe at a 
Sacrifice, aud throw it into the Fire, faid t > him : 
Alexander, when you have conquered the Country 
which produces thJfe Spices, you may be as pi fuje 
of Incenfe as you pleafe ; but, till that Day conn s, 
be f paring 0/ what you have. The Monarch, there- 
ion:, wrote to Leonidas, as follows: 1 fend you .1 
iaige Quantity <f Incenfe ami Myrrh, in ordir th.it 
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you may no longer be fo refer ved and thrifty in your 
Sacrifices to the Gods. 

Ab foon as Alexander had finiaVd the Siege of 
Gjzu, he left a Garrifon in it, and turn'd the 
whole Power ol his .Arms cowards Egypt . In feven 
Days March he arriv'J before Pelujium, whither a 
great Number of Egyptians had alfembled, with 
all imaginable Diligence, to recognize him lor 
their Sovereign. 

The Hatred thefe People bore to the Perfians 
was fo great, that they valued very little who was 
their King, provided they could but meet with a 
Hero, to refcue chem from the Infolence and In- 
dignity with which themfelves, and thofe who 
prorefs'd their Religion, were created. For, how 
fa lie foever a Religion may be (and ic is fcarce 
po/Tible co imagine one more abfurd chan chac of 
the Egyptians) fo long as ic continues Co be che 
elrablilh'd Religion, che People will not fufler ic 
to be infulted; nothing arFe£frng their Minds fo 
ftrongly, nor firing them Co a greater Degree. 
Ochus had caub'd cheir God Apis to be murder'd, 
in a Manner highly injurious co chemfelves, and 
their Religion ; and the Per/ians, Co whom he 
had left che Government conrinu'd co make che 
fame Mock of chac Deity. Thus feveral Circum- 
ftances had render'd che Pciftans fo odious, that, 
upon the Coming of Amyntas, a little before, with 
a Handful of Men, he found them prepai'd to 
join, and affill him in driving away che Perfians. 

This Amyntas had deferted^from -Alexander, and 
enter 'd into che Service of Darius : He had com- 
manded che Grecian Forces a». che Bactle of Iff us \ 
and, having fled into Syria, by the Country lying 
towards Tripoli, with Four thoufand Men, he had 
there feiz'd upon as many Veflels as he wanted, 
burnC che Reit, and immediacely fet Sail towards 
the Ifland of Cyprus, and afterwards towards Pc- 
Jujtum, which he won by Surprize 5 pretending, 
thac he had been honour'd with aCommiflion from 
Darius, appoincing him Governor of Egypt, in 
the Room of Sabaccs, kill'd in the Battle of Iffus. 
As foon as he found himfelf poflcfs'd of this im- 
portant City, he threw off the Mask, and made 
publick Pretenfions to the Crown of Egypt ; de- 
claring, thac the Mocive of his Coming was, to 
drive the Per/ians from it. Upon this, a Multi- 
tude of Egyptians, who wifli'd for nothing fo 
earn eft ly, as to free themfelves from thofe 
cruel, and infupportable Tyrants, went over to 
him. He then march'd dire£Uy for Memphis, the 
Capital of the Kingdom, when, coming to a Battle, 
he defeated the Perfians, and (hue chem up in che 
Cicy : But, afcer he had gain'd chis Victory, hav- 
ing neglected to keep his Soldiers together, they 
ft niggled up and down, in fearch of Plunder; 
which che Knemy feeing, chey lally'd out upon 
fuch as remain'd, and cue them in Pieces, with 
Amyntas, their Leader. 

This Event, far from lcflening che Averfion the 
Egyptians had for the Per/ians, increas'd it ftill 
more ; fo chat the Moment Alexander appear'd on 
the Frontiers, the People, who were all dif pos'd 
to receive that Monarch, ran in Crowds co fubmic 
themfelves to him. His Arrival, ac che Head of 
a powerful Army, prefented chem with a fecurc 
Protection, which Amyntas could noc afford them; 
and, from this Confideration, they all declar'd 
openly in hi-.. Favour. Thereupon, Maz<etis t who 
commanded in Memphis, finding ic would be to 
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no Purpofe for him to refift fo triumphant an 
Army j and that Darius, his Sovereign, was not 
in a Condition to relieve him, fee open the Gates 
of the City Co che Conqueror, and gave up Eight 
hundred Talents* and all che King's Furniture: 
Thus Alexander poflefs'd himfelf of all Egypt, 
without meeting v.ich the leaft Opposition. 

Ac Afempbis, he form'd a Deh'gn ol" vx firing the 
Temple of j upiter Ammon : This Temple was fi- 
Cuated in the Mi die of che fandy Defarrs of Libya, 
and rwelve Days Journey from Memphis, Ham, 
che Son of Noah firft peopled Egypt and Libya, 
afcer che Flood; and, when Id.jlarry began to arife 
in che World, fome Time afcer, he was the chief 
Deity of thefe cwo Countries, in which his De- 
fendants had continu'd. A Temple was built, in 
the Midlt of chefe Defarcs, upon a Spoc of pretty 
good Ground, abouc cwo Leagues brodd, which 
form'd a Kind of Ifland in a Sea of Sand. ' Pis 
he, whom che Greeks calPd Jupiter; and the £- 
grp trans, Amnion. In Procefs of Time thefe cwo 
Names were join'd; and he was calPd Japiter 

Ammm. 

The Mocive of chis Voyage, which was equally 
ra(h> and dangerous, was owing co a ridiculous 
Vanity : Alexander, having read in Homer, and 
ocher fabulous Auchors of Antiquity, thac moft of 
their Heroes were repre fenced, as So s of fome 
Deity; and, as he himfelf endeavour'd co pafs for 
a Hero, he, cherefore, was determin'd to have 
fome God for his Father. Accordingly, he fix'd 
upon Jupiter Ammon for this Purpofe ; and began 
by bribing the Priefts, and teaching them the Part 
they were to act. 

It would have been to no Purpofe, had any one 
endeavour'd to divert him from a Defign, which 
was great in no other Circumftance, chan che 
Pride and Excravagance chat gave Birch co ic. 
Puff'd up with his Victories, he had already begun 
to aiTurne* as Plutarch obferves, chac Cbara&er of 
Stubbornnefs and Inflexibility, which will do no- 
thing but command ; which cannoc fuffer Advice, 
and much lefs, bear with Oppoficion ; which knows 
neither Obftacles, nor Dangers ; which makes the 
Beautiful to confift in Impoflibility ; in a Word, 
which fancies icfelf able to force, noc only Ene- 
mies, but ftrong Holds, Scafons, and the whole 
Order of Nature ; the ufual Effect of a lo r g Series 
of Profperities, which conquers the ftrongclr, and 
makes luch as act thus, ac laft, forget thac chey 
are Men. We, ourfelves, have feen a famous 
Conqueror, viz. Charles XII. King of Sweden ; who 
boafted his treading in the Steps or Alexander, carry- 
farther than he had ever done, this Kind of favage 
Hcroifm ; and laid it down, as a Maxim co him- 
felf, never to retreat. 

Alexander* therefore, fets out; and, going down 
from the River Afempbis, till he came to the Sea, 
he coafts ic ; and, after having pafs'd C a ft opus, he 
obferves, oppofite co che Ifland of Pharos, a spoc, 
he choughc very well ficuat c d for the building of 
a City. He himfelf drew the Plan of ic, and 
maik'd ouc the feveral Places, where rhe Temples, 
and publick Squares were to be raisVh For the 
building it, he em ploy 'd Dinoc rates, the Archi- 
tect, who had acquir'd great Reputation, by his 
rebuilding, at Ephcfus, the Temple of Diana, 
which Heroflratus had burnt. This City he call'd 
afcer his own Name, and^c afterwards rofc co be 
che Capital of the Kingdom. As co its Harbour, 

which 
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which was very commodious, h:ul the Med iter- was not reprefentcd under the Form, which Paii it- 
rane.m on one Side, and the A//r, and the jRrJ *SV.j ers and Sculptors generally give to Gods ; fi,r he 
in its Neighborhood, it drew all the Traffick of' was made of Km era Ids, and other precious Stones; 

the Eaji and li'tjt ; and thereby became, in a very and, from the Head to the Navel, refembled a 

lit r I e Time, one of the mo'i fiouiiihing Cities in Ram. Alfoon as the King was come into the 

the L'niveilV. Temple, the fenior Prieft declar'd him to be the 

AIiXjnMr had a Journey to go of Sixteen bun- Son of Jupiter ; and aifur'd, that the God himfelf 

died ±rjJj*i> or F.ighty Leagues, to the Temple bellow 'd this Name upon him. Alexander accepted 

of Jupiter .7 n .»;;■;;/ ; and moit of the Way was it with Joy, and acknowledg'd Jupiter , as his 

through lundy Dwlarts. The Soldiers were patient Father. He afterwards ask'd the Prieft, whether 

enough for the two tiril Days March, they not his Father J 'u / iter had not allotted him the Em- 

beiiM yet arrived in the wide extended, dreadful pire of the whole World ; to which the Prieft, 

Solitudes ; but, as foon as they found themleives who was as much a Flatterer, as the King was 

in vail Plains, cover d w ith Sand, ot" a prodigious vain-glorious, anfwer'd, That he ftiould be Mo- 

Heignr, they were greatly terrify'd. Surrounded, narcb of the Univerfe. At laft, he inquir'd, whe- 

as with a Sea, they gaz\J round, as far as their cher all his Father's Murderers had been puniuVd; 

Si« he could reach, to difcover, if pofTible, fome but the Prieft rcply'd, That he blafphem'd ; that 

Place chatwa> inhabited; but all in vain, for they* his Father was immortal ; but that, with Regard 

could not perceive fo much as a (ingle Tree, nor to the Murderers of Philip, they had all been 

the lealt Foottteps of any Land that had been cul- extirpated; adding, that he fliould be i?ivincible y 

tivared. To incrcafe their Calamity, the Water, and afterwards take his Seat among the Deities, 

that they had brought in Goat-skins, upon Ca- Having ended his Sacrifice, he offer'd magnificent 

mels, now tail 'J; and there was not fo much as Prefencs to the God, and did not forget thePriefts, 

a (ingle Drop in all chat fandy Country. They, who had been fo faithful to his Intereft. 

therefore, were redue'd to the fad Condition of Swell'd with the fplendid Title of the Son of 

d ing almoit with Thirft; not to mention the Jupiter, and fancying himfelf rais'd above the 

Danger they were in, of being bury'd under human Species, he return'd from his Journey, as 

Moui tiins of Sand, that are fometimes rais'd by though he had come from a Triumph. From 

theWinds ; and which had formerly deitroyVi Fifty that Time, in all his Letters, his Orders and De- 

Thoufind of theTroops of Cambyfes. Every Thing crees, he always wrote in the Style following: 

was by this Time, fcorch'd to 'lb violent a De- Alexander, King, son of J lpxTer- Amnion : 

g -cc, and the Air become fo hot, chat the Men In Anfwer to which, Olympias, his Mother, one 
could fcarcely breathe ; when, on a fudden, whe- Day, made a very witty Remonftrance, in few 
t her by Chance* fay the Historians, or the imme- Words, by defiring him not to fet her at Vari- 
diaie Indulgence of Heaven, the Sky was fo com- ance any longer with Juno. 

pleat! y o\erfpread wirh thick Clouds, that they Whilft %/exan.ler prided himfelf in thefe 

hid the Sun, which was a great Relief to the Chimeras, and tailed the great Pleafure, which 
Army ; though they ftil: were in prodigious Want Vanity made him fancy in this pompous Title, 
of Water : Bui, the Storm having difcharg'd irfelf every one derided him in fecret ; and fome, who 
in a violent Rain, every Soldier got as much as had not yet put on the Yoke of fervile Flattery, 
he wanted ; and fome had fo violent a Thirft, that dar'd to reproach him upon that Account; but 
they ttood with their Mouths open, and catch'd they paid very dear for this Liberty, as the Sequel 
the Kain as it fell. The judicious Reader knows will (hew. Not fatisfy'd with endeavouring to 
what Judgment he is to form of thefe marvellous pafs for the Son of a God, and of being perfuaded. 
Incidents, with which Hirlorians have thought in cafe this were poflible, that he reafly was fuch, 
proper to embellish this Relation. he himfelf would alfo pafs for a God ; till, at laft. 

They were feveral Days in eroding thefe De- Providence having afted that Part, of which (he 
farts, and, upon .their arriving near the Place was pleas'd to make him the Inftrument, brought 
where the Oracle (tood, they "perceived a great him to his End, and thereby equalled him to the 
Number of Ravens flying before the moitadvane'd Reft of Mortals. 

Standards. Thefe Ravens, fometimes, flew to the Upon his Return from the Temple of Jupiter 
G-ound, when the Army march'd (lowly* and, at Amman, being arriv'd at the Pa/us Marto'tis, not 
other Times, advaue'd forward, to ferve them as far from the filand of Pharos, Alexander made a 
Guides, till they, at laft, came to the Temple of Vific to the new City, Part of which was now 
t'-e God. A v.iftly furprmng Circumftancc is, built. He took the beft Methods pollible to 
that, although this Oracle be fituated in the Mid ft people it ; inviting thither all Sorts of Perfons, to 
of an almolt boundlcfs Solitude, it, nevertheless, whom he offer'd the moft advantagious Conditio 
is furrounded with a Grove, fo very fhady, that ons. He drew to it, among others, a considerable 
the Sun-Beams can fcarce pierce it; not to men- Number of Jcws> by allowing them rery great 
tion, that this Grove, or Wood, is water'd with Privileges; lor, he not only left them the fre<» 
feveral Spriigs of f re 111 Water, which prefer vc a Exercile of their Religion, and Laws; but pur. 
perpetual Verdure. It is related, that near this them on the fame Foot, in every Refpcct, with 
Giuve there is another, in the Midft of which is the Macedonians, whom he fettled there: From 
a Fountain, call'd, the /rater, or Fountain 0/ the thence he went to Memphis, where he O'cnt the 
>un. At Day break, it is lukewarm; at Noon, Winter. > Vano obferves, that at the Time this 
cold but in the Evening, it grows warmer in- King built Alexandria, the Ufe of 'Papyms (for 
fenfibly ; and at Midnight, is boiling-hot ; after Writing) was found in Egypt. 
this, as Piy approaches, it decreafii. in Heat, and During Alexander** Stay in Memphis, he fettled 
continu"', t\m vicitfiiudc for ever. , the Affaire of l\pypt\ fullering none but Mace do- 

The God, who is vvorlliippU in this Temple, nians to command theTroops. lie divided the 

Country 
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Diftri£h, over each of whicb'he ap- 
utenant, who receiv'd Orders from 
5 not chinking it fafei to intruft the 
mand of all the Troops to one fingle 
fo large and populous a Country. As 
. il Government, he invefted one TDo/o- 
ith the whole Power of it; for, being de- 
that Egypt fhould ftiil be govern'd by its 
Laws, and Cuftoms, he was of Opinion, 
tnat a Native of Egypt, to whom they muft be 
familiar, was, fitter for this Employment than any 

Foreigner whatfoever. 

To haften the Building of his new City, he 
appointed Chomenes Infpe&or over ic ; with Or- 
ders to levy the Tribute which Arabia was ' to 
ly : But he was a very wicked Wretch, who abus'd 
lis Authority, and opprefs'd the 'People with the 
utmoft Barbarity. 

Having thus fettled the Affairs of Egypt Alex- 
ander fet out from thence about Spring-Time,' to 
march into the Eqft again ft Darius : In his Way 
through Palejline, he Jieard News, which gave him 
great LTneafinefs. At his going into Egypt , he had 
appointed Andromachus, whom he highly efteem'd, 
Governor of Syria and, Palejiine : This Androma- 
cbus coming to Samaria, to fettle forne Affairs in 
that Country, the Samaritans mutiny '3 j arid, fet- 
ting Fire to the Houfe in which he was, burnt 
him alive, Ic is very probable, that this was 
occafion'd, by the Rage wich which that People 1 
were hVd, at their having been deny'd the fame 
Privileges* that had been granted the Jews* their 
Enemies. Alexa?ider was highly exafperated againft 
them for this cruel Action, and accordingly he 
put to Death all thole who had any Hand in it, 
banifh'd the Reft from the City of Samaria, fup- 
plyinfj their Room with a Colony of Macedonians, 
and divided the Reft of their Lands among the 
Jews., 

He made alfo fome Stay in Tyre, to fettle the 
various Affairs of the Countries he left behind 
him j which done, he advane'd towards new Con- 
quefts: He was fcarce fet out, but an Eunuch 
brought Word, that che Conforc . of Darius was 
dead in Childbed : Hearing this, he recurn'd back, 
and wenc into the Tent or Syjsgambis 3 whom he 
found bath'd in Tears, and lying on the Ground, 
in the Mid ft of che young Princeffes, who alfo 
were weeping ; and near them the Son of Darius* 
a Child, who was the more worthy of Companion, 
as he was lefs fenfible of Evils, which concern'd 
him more than any ottfer. Aexander, therefore, 
comforted them, in fo kind and tender a Manner, 
as plainly fhew'd he himfelf was deeply and fin- 
cerely afflicled : And he caus'd her Funeral Obfe- 
quies to be perform'd with the utmoft Splendor 
and Magnificence. One of the Eunuchs, who fu- 
perintended the Chamber, and who had been taken 
with the Princeffes, fled from the Camp, and ran 
to Darius, whom he inform'd of the Death of his 
Conforc. The Perfian Monarch was fciz'd with 
the moft violent Affliction on hearing this News, 
particularly, as he fuppos'd, fhc would not be 
allow 'd the Funeral Ceremonies due to her exalted 
Rank. But the Eunuch undeceived him, on this 
Occafion, by telling him, the Honours which A- 
lemnder had paid his Queen after her Death, and 
the Civilities he had always fliewn her in her Life* 
Time. Darius* upon hearing thefe Words, was 
fir'd with Sufpicions of fo horrid a Kind, as.lejfc 
him not aMoment's Quiet. 



fc 



Taking the Eunuch afide, he [poke to him as 
bllows : €C IF thou doft ftill acknowledge KDariuS 
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<c ing the Death of Statyra y I do not 
" leafr. of' her Evils; and whether, 



as 



for thy Lord and Sovereign, tell me, by the 
Refpecl and Veneration thou oweft to that 
great Splendor of Mithres, Which inlightens us, 
and to this Hand, which the King ftretches out 
to thee j tell me, I fay, whether, in bcrrioan- 

* bewail the 

fhe fell 

€c into the Hands of a young Monarch, fhe did 
" not firft lofe her Honour, and afterwards her 
€< Life*. ** Whereupon, the Eunuch, throwing 
himfelf at the Feet of Darius, befoughc him not 
to think fo injurioufly of Alexander's virtue ; nor 
thus difhonour his Wife and Sifter after her Death 5 
and not deprive himfelf of the greateft Confola- 
tion he could poflibly have in his Misfortunes, 
viz. to be firmly perfuaded, that the Princci who 5 
had triurhph'd over him, was fuperior to the 
Frailties of other Men 5 that he ought rather to 
admire Alexander, inafmuch as he had given the 
Perjian Ladies much ftrongcr Proofs of his Virtue 
and Continence, than* he had given the Perfians 
themfelves of his Valour. After this, he confirm'd 
all he had faid before, by the moft dreadful Oaths 
and Imprecations ; and then gave him a parti- 
cular Account of what publick Fame related con- 
cerning the Wifdom, Temperance, and Magnani- 
mity of Alexander, 

Then Darius, returning into the Hall where hiH 
Courtiers were aflembled, and lifting up his Hands 
to Heaven, he broke into the following Prayer : 
" Ye Gods, who prefide over the Birth of Meny 
and Who difpofe of Kings and Empires ; grant 
that, after having rais'd the Fortune of Perfid 
from its dejefted State, I may tranfmit it to 
my Defendants, with the fame Luftre in which 
I receiv'd it ; in order that, after having tri- 
umphed over my Enemies, I may acknowledge 
the Favours which Alexander indulg'd, in my 
Calamity, to Perfons, who, of all others, are 
te moft dear to me : Or, in cafe the Time ordain'd 
by the Fates is, at laft, come j or, that it muff 
neceflarily happen, from the Anger of the Gods, 
MC or the ordinary Viciflitude of human Affairs,; 
that the Empire of Perfia muft end j grant, 
great Gods, that none but Alexander may fit on 
Throne of Cyrus." 
In the mean Time, Alexander having fet upon 
his March, arriv'd with his whole Arrhy at Thap~ 
facus, where he went over a Bridge that lay crofa 
the Euphrates, " and continued his Journey towards 
the Tigris, where he hop'd to come up with the 
Enemy. Darius had already made Overtures of 
Peace to him twice ; but finding, at laft, that there 
was no Hopes of their concluding one, unlefs he 
refign'd -the whole Empire to him, he prepar'd 
himfelf again for Battle. For this Purpofe, he 
aflcmbled in Babylon, an Army half as numerous 
again as that of jffus, and march *d it towards Ni+ 
neveb ; his Forces cover'd all the Plains of Mefopo- 
tamia:. Where, Advice being brought, that the 
Enemy was not far off, he caus'd Satropates, Ge~ 
neral of the Cavalry, to advance at the Head of a 

Thoufand chofen Horfe ; and likewife gave fix 
Thoufand to Mazaus, Governor of the Province; 
who were all to prevent Alexander from croflin, 
the River, and to lay walle the Countrv throug 
which that Monarch was to pafs : But he arriv'd 
too lata 
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Of all the Rivers of the this is the moft 

rapid; and not only a great Number of Rivulets 
met in its Waves, but chofe alfo drag along great 
btoncsi fo that it is namM by Rcafon of 

its prodigious Rapidity; an Arrow being to calrd 
in the Per fun Tongue. Alexander founded thofe 
Farts of the River, which were fordable, and 
where the Water, at theEntrancc, came up to the 
I lories Bellies ; and in the Middle, to their Breads. 
Having; drawn up his Infantry in the Form of a 
Half-Moon, and polled his Cavalry on the two 
Winos, they advanced to the Current ot theV\ ater 
with'great Difficulty, carrying their Arms over 
their Heads. The King walk'd on Foot among 
the Infantry, and was the firft, who appear'd on 
the oppofice Shore, where he pointed out, with 
his Hand, the Ford to the Soldiers ; it not being 
pofiible for him to make them hear him : But it 
was with the greateft Difficulty they kept them- 
felves above Water, becaufe of the Shppennefs 
of the Stones, and the Impetuofity of the Stream. 
Such Soldiers, as not only carry'd their Arms, but 
their Cloaths alfo, were much more fatigu'd; for, 
chefe being unable to go forward, were carry *d 
into Whirl-pools, unlefs they threw away their 
Burdens. At the fame Time, the great Number 
of Cloaths floating up and down, beat away the 
Burdens of feveral ; and, as every Man endeavour d 
to catch at his own Things, they annoy'd one 
another more than the River did. It was to no 
Purpofe, that the King commanded them, with- a 
loud Voice, to fave nothing but their Arms ; and 
atfur'd them, that he himfelf would compenfatc 
their other Lolfes ; for, not one of them would 
liften to his Admonitions, or Orders, fo great was 
the Noife and Tumult. At laft, they all pafs'd 
over that Part of the Ford, where the Water was 
fhallowefr, and the Stream lefs impetuous ; re- 
covering , however, but a fmall Part of their 

fcV certain, that this Army might eafily have 
been cut to Pieces, had they been oppos'd by a 
General, who dar'd to conquer ; that is, who had 
made ever fo little Oppofuion to their Patfage. 
But Mazaus, who might eafily have defeated 
them, had he come up, when they were crofting 
the River in Diforder and Confufion, did not ar- 
rive till they were drawn up in Battle-Arraay. A 
like good Fortune had always accompany'd this 
Prince hitherto, both when he pafs'd the G> aniens, 
in Sight of fo prodigious a Multitude of Horfe 
and Foot, who waited his coming on the Shore ; 
and alfo in the Rocks of Citicia, when he found 
the Paflcs and Streighcs quite open, and defence- 
lefs, where a fmall Number of Troops might have 
checked his Progrefs. This Circumttancc may 
leffcn our Surprize at that Excefs of Boldnefs, 
which was his peculiar CharaAeriftick, and which 
for ever engaged him to attempt, blindly, the 
nreatett Dangers ; lince, as he was ever fortunate, 
he never had once Room to fufpecl: himfclf guilty 

of Raihnefs. , , m 

The King, having mcampM two Days near 
the River, commanded his Soldiers to be ready 
for marching on- the Morrow; but, about Nine, 
or Ten in the Evening, the Moon firft loft its 
T i if he and appear'd afterwards quite fully'd, and, 
7 t were, tinfturtl with Blood. Now, as this 
innnen'd, iuft before a great Battle was going to 
t r &z 9 the doubtful Succefs of which fill'd the 
Army with Efficient Difquietude ; they were firft 



ftruck with a religious Awe, and, 

wards feiz'd with Fear, they cry'd 

" Heaven difplay'd the Marks of its 

** that they were dragg'd, againft thw 

*« to the Extremities of the Earth ; ti 

** oppos'd their Paflage ; that the Stars < 

« lend their ufual Light ; and that tht >• 

€< now fee nothing but Defarts and Sc 

€C that, merely tcT fatisfy the Ambition 

" fingle Man, fo many Thoufands would flied 

" their Blood ; and that for a Man, who con- 

c * temn'd his own Country, difown'd his Father, 

tc and pretended to pafs for a God." 

Thcfe Murmurs were lifing to an open Infur- 
re£tion, when Alexander, whom nothing could 
intimidate, fummon'd the Officers of the Army 
to his Tent ; and commanded fuch of the Egyp- 
tian Soothfayers, as were beft skill'd in the Know- 
ledge of the Stars, to declare what they thought 
of this Phenomenon. They knew very well, the 
natural Caufcs of Eclipfes of the Moon ; but, 
without entering into Phyfical Enquiries, they 
contented themielves with faying, that the Su?i 
was on the Side of the Greeks, and the Moon on 
that of the Per// an s ; and that, whenever it fuffer'd 
an Eclipfe, it always threaten'd the latter with 
fome grievous Calamity, whereof they mention'd 
feveral Examples ; all which they gave as true 
and indifputable. Superftition has a furprizing 
Afcendant over the Minds of the Vulgar : How 
headftrong and inconftant foever they may be, 

yet, if they are once ftruck, with a vain Image 
of Religion, they will fooner obey Soothfayers, 
than their Leaders. The Anfwer, made by the 
Egyptians, being fpread among the Soldiers, ic 
reviv'd their Hopes and Courage. 

The King, therefore, purposely, that he might 
take Advantage of this Ardor, began his March 
after Midnight. On his Right-Hand lay the Ti- 
gris, and on his Left, the Mountains, call'd Gor- 
dyaeu At Day- break, the Scouts, whom he had 
lent to view the Enemy, brought Word, that 
Darius was marching towards him ; upon which, 
he immediately drew up his Forces in Battle- Ar- 
ray, and fet himfclf at their Head. However, ic 
was afterwards found, that they were only a De- 
tachment, of a Thoufand Horfe that were going 
upon Difcoveries, and which foon retir'd to the 
main Army : Neverthelefs, News was brought 
the King, foon after, that Darius was but an 
hundred and fifty Stadia from the Place where 

they then were. 

Not long before this, fome Letters had been 
intercepted, by _ which Darius follicited the Gre- 
cian Soldiers, either to kill, or betray Alexander : 
Nothing can reflect fo great an Odium on the 
Memory of this Prince, as an Attempt of that 
Kind ; an Attempt fo bafe, fo dark, and more 
than once repeated. Alexander was in Doubt with 
himfclf, whether it would be proper for him, to 
read chefe Letters in a full AflTembly ; relying as 
much on the Affection and Fidelity of the Greeks^ 
as on that of the Macedonians. But Parmenio 
difTuaded him from it ; declaring, ic would be 
dangerous, even to raife fuch Thoughts in the 
Minds .of Soldiers ; that one only was fufficicnt 
to ftrikc the Blow ; and that Avarice was capable 
of attempting the moft enormous Crimes : He 
followed, therefore, this prudent Counfel, and 
order VI his Army to march forward. 

Although 
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A!' hough Darius had twice fucd in vain for 
Pence, and i^-ginM that he had nothing to truft 
'o hut 1 is Arms ; yet being mov'd with the advan- 
iouo '1 'dings which had been told him, oi Alex- 
ler^s Tendernefs and H imanicy towards his Fa- 
mily, he difpatch'd ten ,>f his chief Relations, 
who were to offer him irelh Conditions of Peace, 
more advantageous than the former; and likewife 
to thank him, for the kind Treatment he had in- 
dulg'd his Family. Darius had, in the former 
Propofals, given him up all the Provinces, as far 
as the River Halys ; but, in theie, he added the 
feveral Territories ficuace between the Hdlefpont 
and the Euphrates ; that is, no more than he had 
already fubdued. Alexander, therefore, made the 
Anfwer following. ,€ r l ell your Sovereign, 
cc That Thanks, between Perfons who make War 
*« one againft the other, are fuperfluous ; and that, 
<c in Cafe f have behav'd with Clemency towards 
cc his Family, 'cwas for my own Sake, and not for 
his ; in Confequence or my own Inclination, and 
not to pleafe him. To infult the Unhappy, is 
a Thing to me unknown : I don't attack either 
Prifonersor Women, and turn my Rage againft 
fuch only, as are arm'd for the Fight. Did 
Darius fue for Peace, inafmcere View, I then 
would debate on what is to be done ; but fince 
he ftill continues, by Letters, and by Money, 
to fpirit up my Soldiers to betray me, and my 
Friends to murder me, I am deccrmin'd to pur- 
Ale him with the utmoft Vigour ; and chat not 
as an Enemy, but as a Pr ij oner and an AJfaJJin. 
It indeed becomes him, co offer to yield up to 
me, whac I am already pofTefsM of ! Would he 
be facisfy'd wich ranking himfelf as Second to 
me, without pretending co be my Equal, I pof- 
fibly might then hear him. Tell him, that 
the World will not admit of Two Suns, nor 
Two Sovereigns. Let him therefore chufe, ei- 
ther to furrender To -Day, or fight me To- 
Morrow, and not flatter himfelf with the Hopes 
of obtaining beCter Succefs than he has hitherto 
had. " The Propofals df Darius were certainly 
unreafonable ; but chen, the Anfwer of Alexander 
was much more f o : In the former, we behold a 
Prince who is noc yet fenfibJe of his own Weak- 
nefs ; or, at leaft, who cannot prevail wich him- 
felf to own it 5 and, in the latter, we fee a Mo- 
narch quite intoxicated wich his good Fortune; 
and carrying his Pride to fuch an Excefs of Folly, 
as is not to be parallel'd : The IVorld will not ad- 
mit of two Sum, nor two Sovereigns. If this be 
Greatncfs, and uol Pride, we don't know what can 
ever defer ve the latter Name. The Embaffadors, 
having taken their Audience of Leave, return \J 
back, and told Da/ius, he muft prepare for Bat- 
tle. That Monarch had picch'd his Camp near a 
Village, call'd Gangamcla, and the River Bume/a; 
in a Plain, at a confiderable Diftance from Arbela ; 
having before levell'd the SpoC which he picch'd 
upon for the Field of Battle, in order that his 
Chariots and Cavalry might have full Room to 
move in ; bein^ then grown fenfible, thac his fight- 
ing in the Screighcs of Cilicia, had loft him the 
Battle fought there: Ac the fame Time, he had 
prepaid Caltrops, to annoy the Enemy's Horfe. 

AUxander, upon hearing this News, continued 
four Days in the Place he chen was, to reft his 
Army ; and ftirrounded Ji is Camp with Trenches 
am! Pallifades ; for he way determined to leave all 
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his Baggage, and rhe ufelefs Sold-crs behind; and 
march the Remainder againlt che Enemy, with 
no other Equipage than rhe Arms they carry'd. 
Accordingly, he lee out about Nine in the E\en- 
ing, in order to fight Darius a: Day-break ; who, 
upon this Advice, had drawn up his Army in Or- 
der of Battle: Alexander alfo march 'd in Battle- 
Array j for both Armies were within two o r three 
Leagues one of the other. When he was arriv'd 
at che Mountains, where he could dif cover all the 
Enemy's Army, he halted ; and having .dfembled 
his general Officers, as well Macedonians, as Fo- 
reigners, he debated whether they thould engage 
immediately, or pitch their Camp in that Place. 
The latter Opinion being follow VJ, becaufe ir was 
judg'd proper for them to view the Field of Bat- 
tie, and the Manner in which ihp Enemy was 
drawn up, the Army encamp'd in the fame Order 
in which it had march'd ; during which Alexander, 
at the Head of his infantry, who were lightly 
arm'd, and his royal Regiments, march'd round 
the Plain in which the Battle was to be fought. 

Being recurn'd, healfembled his general Officers 
a fecond Time ; and roldchem, chac there was no 
Occafion for his making a Speech, becaufe their 
Courage, and great Actions, were alone fufficienc 
to excite them to Glory ; that he defir'd them only 
to reprefent to the Soldiers, thac chey were noc to 
fighc, on this Occafion, for Phttnicia or Egypt ; 
but for all AJia\ which would be potiefrd by him 
who mould conquer ; and that, after having gone 
through fo many Provinces, and left behind chem 
fo greac a Number of Riv 



rs and Mountains, chey 
could fecure cheir Recreac no ocherwife, than by 
gaining a compleat Victory : After this Speech, 
he order'd chem Co take fome Repofe. 

>Tis faid, thac Parmenio advis'd him to attack 
che Enemy in che Night cimc 5 alledging, chat 
they might eafily be defeated, if failed upon by 
Surprize, and in the Dark; but the King anfvver'd 
fo loud, thac all prefenc might hear hjm ; chac ic 
did not become Alexander Co Jteal a Victory, and 
cherefore he was refolv'd co fighc, and conquer, in 
broad Day-lighc. This was a haughty, but, ac 
che fame Time, a prudenc Anfwer ; for, 'twas 
running greac Hazard, co fall upon fo numerous 
an Army, in che Nighc-cime, and in an unknown 
Country. On che other Hand, Darius, fearing 
he mould be accack'd unawares, becaufe he had 



not intrench *d himfelf, oblig'd his Soldiers to con- 
tinue the whole Night under Arms, which pro- 
ved of the higheft Prejudice to him in the En- 
gagement. 

Fn the mean while, Alexander* (who, in the 
Crifis of Affairs, ufed always to confulc Soothfuyers, 
obferving, very exactly, whatever they enjoin'd; 
in order to obcain che Favour of che Gods) find- 
ing himfelf upon the Point of fighting a Battle, 
the Succefs of which was to give the Per/San Em- 
pire to the Conqueror, fenc for Ariftandcr, in 
whom he repofed the greateft Confidence ; and 
(hutting himfelf up with that hoothfayer, ofle 
up fome Sacrifices in Private ; after which, Victims, 
to Fear \ which he doubtlefs did, to prevent his 
Army from being feiz'd with Dread, ac the Sight 
of che formidable Army of Darius. The Sooth- 
faycr, drefs'd in his Veftmcnts, holding Vervain, 
and his Head veil'd, firft repeated the Prayer::, 
which the King was to addrefs to ""Jupiter, to Mi- 
nava, and to fUforj. The whole being ended, 
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Alexander went to Bed, to rcpofe himfelf che re- 
maining Part of the Night. As he revolv'd in 
his Mind, not without fome Emotion* che Confe- 
qucnce of the Battle, which was upon the Point 
of being fought, he could not ileep immediately: 
But, in a little while, his Body being opprefs'd, 
as it were, by the Anxiety of his Mind, he llept 
foundly, the whole Night, contrary to his ufual 
Cuftom ; fo that when his Generals were afTem- 
bled at Day- break, before his Tent, to receive his 
Orders, they were greatly furpriz'd, to find he 
was not yet awake ; upon which, they themfclvcs 
commanded the Soldiers to take fome Refrem- 
ment. Parmenio, at laft, awak'd him ; and feem- 
ing furpriz'd to find him in fo calm and fweet a 
Sleep, juft as he was going to fight a Battle, in 
whis whole Fortune was to lye at Stake : ?Vhy 
fhouldnot I /hep found (fa id Alexander) and be eafy\ 
frnce the Enemy is coming to deliver himfelf into our 
Hands ? Immediately he took up his Arms, mount- 
ed his Horfe, and rode up and down the Ranks; 
exhorting the Troops to behave gallantly, and, if 
pofiible, to furpafs their antient Fame, and the 
Glory he had before acquir'd. Soldiers, on the 
Day of a Battle, imagine that they fee the Fate 
of the Engagement, painted in the very Face of 
their General : And as for Alexander, he had ne- 
ver appear'd fo calm, fo gay, nor fo refolute; 
Accordingly, the Serenity and Security which they 
obfer v'd in him, feem'd to them as fo many Pledges 
of the Victory. 

There was a great Difference between the two 
Armies, with Refpedr co Numbers, but much more 
fo, with Regard to Courage. That of Darius 
confifted, at leaft, of Six hundred thoufand Foot, 
and Forty thoufand Horfe ; and the other, of no 
more than Forty thoufand Foot, and Seven or" 
Eight thoufand Horfe : But the latter was all Fire 
and Strength ; whereas on the Side of the Per/fans, 
it was a prodigious Alfemblage of Men, not of 
Soldiers- a vain Scare-crow, rather than a true 
.Army. 

Both Sides were difpos'J in very near the fame 
Array : The Forces were drawn up in two Lines, 
the Cavalry on the two Wings, and the Infantry 
in the Middle j the one* and the other, being un- 
der the particular Conducl of the Chiefs, of each 
of the different Names, who compofed them ; and 
commanded, in general, by the principal Crown- 
Officers. The Front of Battle, under 'Darius, was 
covered with Two hundred Chariots, arm'd with 
Scythes; and with fifteen Elephants, that King 
taking his Poft in the Center of the firft Line. 
Befides the Guards, which were the Flower of his 
Forces, he alfo had fortify 'd himfelf with the Gre- 
cian Infantrv, whom he had drawn up near his 
Perfon ; believing this Body only capable of op- 
pofmg the Maudohiar Phalanx. As his Army 
fpread over a much greater Space of Ground than 
that of the Enemy, he intended to furround, and 
charge thcm> at one and the fame Time, both in 
Front and Flank. 

But Alexander had guarded againft this 5 by giv- 
ing Orders to the Commanders of the fecond Line; 
in Cale they fliould be charg'd behind, to face 



ab>>ur to r hat Side ; or clfe to draw up their Troops 
in Form of a Gallows, and cover the Wings, in 
Caic the Lnemy ihould charge them in Flank, 
tie had potted, in the Front of his firlt Line, the 
j'Tcatdt i'art oJ If ivi.Sowmcn, Slingers, Hurlersof 



Javelins, in order that thefe mi^ht make Head a- 
gainlt the Chariots arm'd Scythes*, and frighten 
the Horfes, by hurling at them a Shower of Ar- 
rows, Javelins and Stones. Thofe who led on tlr 
Wings, were order'd to extend them as wide* ab 
poflible ; but in fuch a Manner, as not to weaken 
the main Body. As for the Baggage, and the Cap- 
tives, among whom were the Mother and Chil- 
dren of Darius, they were left in the Camp 3 un- 
der a fma II Guard. Parmenio commanded, as he 
had always done before, the Left- Wing, and Alex- 
ander the Right. 

When the two Armies were come in Sight of 
each other, Alexander, who had been fhewn the 
feveral Places where the Caltrops were hid, extend- 
ed more and more towards the Right to avoid 
them > and the Perfians advanced forward in Pro- 
portion. Hereupon, Darius, being afraid left 
the Macedonians fhould draw him from the Spot 
of Ground he had level'd, and carry him into ano- 
ther that was rough and uneven, commanded the 
Cavalry in his Left-wing, which fpread much far- 
ther than that of the Enemy's Kight, to march 
right forward, and wheel-about upon the Mace- 
donians in Flank, to prevent the Enemy from ex- 
tending their Troops farther. Then Alexander 
difpatch'd againft them the Body of Horfe, in his 
Service, commanded by Menidas 5 but, as thefe 
were not able to make Head againft the Enemy, 
becaufe of their prodigious Numbers, he reinfore'd 
them with the Paonians^ whom Aretas command- 
ed, and with the foreign Cavalry. Befides the 
Advantage of Numbers, the Perfians had alfo that 
of Coats of Mail, which fecur'd themfelves, and 
their Horfes: Accordingly, Alexander** Cavalry- 
was prodigioufly annoyed by them ; however, they 
march'd to the Onfet with great Bravery, and, at 
laft, put them to Flight. 

Upon this, the Perfians oppofed the Chariots 
arm'd with Scythes, again ft the MacedonianPhalanx, 
in order to break it, but with little Succefs. The 
Noife which the Soldiers, who were lightly arm'd, 
made, by ftriking their Bucklers againft their 
Swords, ^and the Arrows which flew on all Sides, 
frighten'd the Horfes, and made a great Number 
of them turn back againft their own Troops. 
Others, laying Hold of the Horfes Bridles, puli'd 
the Riders down, and cut them in Pieces : Whilft 
Part of the Chariots, pafs'd between the Battalions, 
(which open'd to make Way for them, as they had 
been order'd to do) and by that Means they were 
very little annoy'd. 

Alexander, feeing Darius fet his whole Army 
in Motion, in order to charge him, employ'd a 
Stratagem to encourage his Soldiers : When the 
Battle was at the hotteft, and the Macedonians were 
in the greateft Danger, Arijlandcr, the Soothfayer, 
cloath'd in his white Robes, holding a Branch of 
Laurel in his Hand, advances among the Comba- 
tants, in Concert with the King, and by his Or- 
der; and, crying that he faw an Eagle, hovcrin 
over Alexander's Head, (a fure Omen of Victory 
he fhcw'd, with his Finger, the pretended Bird to 
the Soldiers ; who, relying upon the Sincerity of 
the Soothfayer, fancy 'd they alfo faw it > and there- 
upon renew'd the Attack, with greater Chearful- 
nefs and Fire than ever. Then the King, per- 
ceiving that Aretas (after having charg'd the Ca- 
valry, and put them into Diforder, upon their ad- 
vancing to furround his Right- Wing) had begun 
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to break the foremoft Ranks of the main Body of 
the Barbarian Army; march'd after him, with 
the Flower of his Troops, when he quite broke 
the Enemy's Left- Wing, which had already be- 
gun to give Way ; and, without purfuing the 
Forces" which he had thrown into Di forder, he 
wheel'd to the Left, in order to fall" upon the 
Body, in whsch Darius had potted himfelf. The 
Pielence of the two Kings infpir'd both Sides with 
new Vigour : Darius was mounted on a Chariot, 
and . AUxa?idcr on Horfeback 5 both furrounded 
with their braveft Officers and Soldiers; whofe 
only Endeavour was, to fave the Lives of thoir 
refpeftive Princes, at the Hazard of their own. 
The Battle was, for fome Time, obftinate and 
bloody : But Alexander happening to wound the 
Equerry of Darius, with a Javelin ; the Perfians> 
as well as Macedonians, imagin'd that that King 
was kill'd ; upon which the former, breaking 
aloud into the moft difmal Sorrow, the whole 
Army was feiz'd with the greateft Conftcrnation. 
The Relations of- Darius, who were at his Left- 
hand, fled away with the Guards, and fo aban- 
don 'd the Chariot ; but thofe who were at his 
Right, took him into the Centre of their Body. 
Some Hiflorians affirm, that that Prince, having 
drawn his Scimiter, reflected, whether he ought 
not to lay violent Hands upon himfelf, rather than 
fly in an ignominious Manner ; but, perceiving 
from his Chariot, that his Soldiers ftill iought, he 
was aftiam'd to forfake them ; and, as he was di- 
vided between Hope and Defpair, the Persons re- 
tir'd infenfibly, and thinn'd their Ranks ; when it 
could no longer be call'd a Battle, but a Slaughter : 
Then Darius, turning about his Chariot, fled 
with the Reft ; and the Conqueror was wholly 
employ'd in purfuing him. 

^ Whilft all this was doing, in the Right-wing 
of the Macedonians, where the Victory was not 
doubtful 9 theLcft-wing, commanded byParmenio, 
was in great Danger* A Detachment of the Per- 
ftan, India;i, and Parthian Horfe, which were the 
belt in all the Perjxan Army, having broke through 
the Infantry on the Left, advane'd to the very 
Baggage. The Moment the Captives faw them 
arrive in the Camp, they arm'd themfelves with 
every Thing, that came firft to Hand, and, rein- 
forcing their Cavalry, rufti'd upon the Macedoni- 
ans % who were then charg'd both before and be- 
hind. At the fame Time, they told Syjigambis, 
that Darius had won the Battle (for they belie v'd 
fo) that the whole Baggage was plunder'd, and 
that fhe was going to recover her Liberty. But 
this Princeft, who was a Woman of great Wif- 
dom, though this News affected her in the ftrongeft 
Manner, could not eafily give Credit to it; and. 



Humanity, flic did not difcover the leaft Emotion; 
did not once change^ Countenance, nor let drop a 
fingle Word ; but, in her ufual Pofture, calmly 
waited till the Event fhould pronounce her Fate. 

Parmenio, upon the firft Report of this Attack, 
had clifpateh'd a Meflengcr to Alexander ', to ac- 
quaint him with the Danger, to which the Camp 
was cxpofed, and to receive his Orders. u Above 
all Things (faid thatPrince) let him not weaken 
his main Army; let him not mind the Baggage, 
but apply himfelf wholly to the Engagement; 

lor Viclory will not only rcftorc us our own 
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<c Poffbflions, but alfogivc up thofe of the Enemy 
te into our Hands." Accordingly, the general 
Officers, who commanded the Infantry, which 
fbrrn'd the Centre of the fecond Line, feeing the 
Enemy had penetrated to the Camp, and Baggage, 
made a Hai f- turn to the Right, in Obedience to 
the Orders which had been given, and lell upon 
the Per funs behind; many of whom were cut in 
Pieces, and the Re It obliged to retire ; but, as 

they were Horfe, the JMao-.donian Foot could not 
follow them. 

Soon after, Parmenio himfelf was expofed to 
much greater Peril : For, Mazaus, having ru!h\l 
upon him with all his Cavalry, charg'd the Ma- 
cedonians in Flark, and began to furround them. 
Immediately he fent Jtkxaiider Advice of the Dan- 
ger he was in ; declaring, that in Cafe he were 
not immediately relieved, it would be impoffible 
for him to keep his Soldiers together. That Prince 
was then actually purfuing Darius ; and, fancying 
he was almoft come up with him, rode with the 
utmoftSpeed; flattering himfelf, that he fhould 
abfolutely put an End to the War, in Cafe he could 
but feize his Perfon. But, upon this News, he 
turn'd about, in order to fupport his Left-Wing; 
burning with Rage, to fee his Prey and Vi&ory 
torn in that Manner from him 5 and complaining 
againft Fortune, for having favour'd Da, ins more 
in his Flight, than himfelf in the Purfuit of chat 
Monarch. 

In his March, he met the Enemy's Horfe, who 
had plunder'd the Baggage ; which were returning 
in good Order, and retiring back, not as Soldiers 
who had been defeated, but almoft as though tfiey 
had gain'd the Viclory. Hereupon, the Battle 
became more obftinate than before ; for, the Bar- 
barians marching clofe in Columns, not in Order 
of Battle, but that of a March, 'twas very difficult 
to break through them ; and they did not amufe 
themfelves with hurling Javelins, nor with wheel- 
ing about, according to their ufual Cuftom ; but 
Man engaging againft Man, each did all that Jay 
in his Power to unhorfe his Enemy. Alexander 
loft threefcore of his Guards in this fecond En- 
gagement, wherein Hephaftion, Ccenus, and Me- 
nidasy were wounded; however he triumph'd on 
this Occafion ; and all the Barbarians were cut in 
Pieces, except fuch as fore'd their Way through 
his Squadrons. 

During this, News had been brought Mazaus, 
that Darius was defeated \ upon which, being 
greatly alarm'd, and deje&cd, to hear of the ifi, 
succefs of that Monarch, although himfelf had 
all the Advantage ; he ceafed to charge the Ene- 
my, who were in Difordci 4 , fo briskly as before. 
Whereupon, Parmchro could not conceive how it 
came to pafs, that the Battle, which a little before 
had been fo hot, fliould flackcn on a Sudden : How- 
ever, like an able Commander, who grafps at 
very Advantage, and employs his utmoll En- 
deavours to infpirc his Soldiers with frefh Vigour, 
he obferv'd to Chem, that the Terror which fpread 
throughout the whole Army, was the Forerunner 
of their Defeat ; and fir'd them with representing, 
how glorious it would be for them to put the I alt 
Hanaro the Vittory. Upon his Exhortations, 
they rccover'd their former Hopes and Bravery; 
when, transform'd into other Men, they gave their 
Horfes the Rein, and charg'd the Enemy with fo 
much Fury, as threw them into the greateft Dif- 
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order, and oblig'd them to fly. Alexander came 
up that Inftant, and, overjoy'd to find the Scale 
turn'd in his Favour, and the Enemy quite de- 
feated, again began (in Concert with Parmcnio) 
the Purfuit of Dat jus. He rode as far as Arbela, 
where he fancy 'd he ihould come up with that Mo- 
narch, and all his Baugage ; but Darius had only 
juft pafs'd by it, and lett his Treafure a Prey to 
the Enemy, with his Bow and Shield. 

Such was the Succcfsof this famous Battle, which 
gave Empire to the Conqueror : According to Ar- 
rian, the Perfians loir. Three hundred thoufand 
Men, befjdes thofe who were taken Prifoners; 
w hich, at leaft, is a Proof that the Lofs was very 
great on their fide. That of Alexander was very 
mconfiderable, he not lofing, according to the lait 
mention'd Author, Twelve hundred Men, moft 
of whom were Horfe. This Engagement was 
fought in the Month of Oclober, about the fame 
Time, that the Battle of Iff us was fought, two 
Years before. As Gangamcla in AJfyria, the Spot 
where the two Armies engag'd, was a fmall Place 
of very little Note, 'twas call'd the Battle o( Ar- 
bela ; this being the City that lay nearelr. to the 
Field of Battle. 

Alexander's flrft Care, after his obtaining the 
Victory, was to offer magnificent Sacrifices to the 
Gods, by Way of Thanks. He afterwards rewarded 
fuch as had iignaliz'd themfelves remarkably in 
Battle} beftow'd Riches upon them with a very 
Liberal Hand 5 and gave to each of them Houfes, 
Employments, and Governments. But, being de- 
firous of expreiTing, more particularly, his Gra- 
titude towards the Greeks, for having appointed 
him Generaliffimo againft the Perfians; he gave 
Orders for abolifhing, the feveral tyrannical Infti- 
tutions, that had ftarted up in Greece - y that the 
Cities fhould be reftor'd to their Liberties, and all 
their Rights and Privileges. He wrote particu- 
larly to the Plat<sans, declaring, that it *as his 
Deiire their City ftiould be rebuilt, to reward the 
Zeal and Bravery, by which their Anceftors had 
diftinguifll'd themfelves, in defending the com- 
mon Liberties of Greece, He alfo fent Part of the 
Spoils to the Crotonienfes in Italy ; to honour, 
though fo many Years after, the Good- will and 
Courage of Phayllus, the Champion, a Native of 
their Country ; who (whilft War was carrying on 
with the Perfians, and when all the Reft of the 
Greeks, that were fettled in Italy, had abandon'd 
the ancient Grecians j imagining they were intirely 
undone) fitted out a Galley at his own Expence, 
and fa i I'd to Sat amis, to partake of the Danger 
to which his Countrymen were expos'd. " So 
" great a Friend, and Rew?;der (fays Plutarch) 
tc was Alexander, to every h.i nd of Virtue j look- 
" upon himfelf, as it were, ohlig'd to perpetuate 
" the Remembrance of all great Actions; to 
" give Immortality to Merit, and propofe them 
<c to Polrerity, as fo many Models for their Imi- 

,f tation." 

Jjai ius, after his Defeat, having but very few 
Attendants, had rode towards the River Lycus : 
After croiling it, feveral advis'd him to break 
down the Bridge, becaufe the Enemy purfu'd 
him. But he made this generous Anfwer follow- 
ing; That Lije was not fo dear to him, as to 
mAe him dtjirc to pi efervc it, by the De/lruttion 
of fo many Thoufand s of his Subjetts, and faith- 
ful AI!ic\ y who, by that Me am, would be dels- 
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ver'd up to the Mercy of the Enemy ; that they 
had us much Right to pafs over this Bridge as 
their Sovereign, and consequently, that it ought to 
be as open to them. After riding a great Num- 
ber of Leagues full Speed, he arriv'd, at Mid- 
night, at Ai Ma. From thence he fled towards 
Media, over the Armenian Mountains j folio w'd 
by a great Number of the Nobility, and a few 
of his Guards. The Reafon of his going that 
Way was, his fuppofing, that Alexander would 
proceed towards Babylo?i and Sufa, there to en- 
joy the Fruits of his Viftory : Betides, a nume- 
rous A rmy could not purfue him by this Road ; 
whereas, in the other, Horfes and Chariots might 
advance with great Eafe ; not to mention that the 
Soil was- very fruitful. 

A few Days after, Arbcla furrender'd to Alex* 
ander, who found in it a great Quantity of Fur- 
niture belonging to the Crown, rich Cloaths and 
other precious Moveables, with four thoufand 
Talents, and all the Riches of the Army, which 
Darius had left therein, at his fetting out a- 
gainft Alexander* as was before obferv'd. But 
he was foon oblig'd to leave that Place, becaufe 
of the Difeafes that fpread in his Camp 5 occa- 
(ion'd by the Infection of the dead Bodies, which 
cover'd all the Field of Battle. That Prince ad- 
vane'd, therefore, over che Plains, towards Ba- 
bylon 5 and, after four Days March, arriv'd at 
Memnisj where, in a Cave, is feen the celebrated 
Fountain, which throws out fo vaft a Quantity of 
Bitumen, that, we are Cold, it was us'd as Cement, 
in building the Walls of Babylon. 

But what Alexander admir'd moft was, a great 
Gulph, whence ftream'd, perpetually, Rivulets 
of Fire, as from an inexhauftible Spring ; and 
a Flood of Naphtha, which overflowing, from 
the prodigious Quantities of it, form'd a great 
Lake pretty near the Gulph. This Naphtha is 
exactly like Bitumen, but has one Quality more ; 
viz. its catching Fire fo very fuddenly, that, be- 
fore it touches a Flame, it takes Fire, meerly 
from the Light that furrounds the Flame, and 
burns up the Air between both. The Barbari- 
ans, being defirous of fliewing the King, th# 
Strength and Subtilty of this combuftible Sub- 
ftance, fcatter'd feveral Drops of it up and down, 
after his Arrival in Babylon, in chat Street, which 
went up to che Houfe he had chofen for his Re- 
fidence. After this, going Co the other Ei.d of 
che Street, they brougnt Torches near the Places 
where thofe Drops were fallen ( for it was Night) 
and the Drops which were nig heft the Tor hes, 
taking Fire on a fudden, the Flame ran, in an 
Inftant, to the other End ; by which Means, the 
whole Street fcem'd in one general Conflagra- 
tion. 

When Alexander was got near Babylon, Ma- 
zaus, who had retir'd chither after the Battle of 
At belay furrender'd himfelf, with his Children, 
who were grown up; and gave the City into his 
Hands. The King was very well pleas'd with 
his Arrival ; for he would have met with great 
Difficulties, in befieging a City of fuch fmpor* 
tancc> and fo well provided with every Thing. 
Bcfides his being a rerfon of great Quality, and 
very brave, he alfo had gain'd great Honour in 
the lair Battle ; and others might have been 
prompted, from the Example he fee c'tcm, to 
imitate him. Alexander cnter\l theCiCj , . 1 he 
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Head of his whole Army, as though he had 
been marching to a Battle : The Walls of Baby- 
Ion were lin'd with People, notwithstanding the 
greateft Pare of the Citizens were gone out be- 
fore, from the impatient Defire they had to fee 
their new Sovereign, whofe Renown had far out- 
ftripp'd his March- Bagophanes, Governor of the 
Fortrefs, and Guardian of the Treafure, unwil- 
ling to difcover lefs Zeal than Mazaus, ftrew'd 
the Street with Flowers, and rais'd, on both Sides 
of the Way, Silver Altars, which fmoak'd not 
only with Frankincenfe, but the moft fragrant 
Perfumes of every Kind. Laft of all, came the 
Prefents, which were to be made the King, viz. 
Herds of Cattle, and a great Numbar of Horfes;' 
as alfo, Lions and Panthers, which were carry 'd 
in Cages. After thefe, the Magi walk'd, fmging 
Hymns after the Manner of their Country ; then 
the Chaldeans, accompany 'd by the Babylonijh 
Soothfayers and Muficians : It was cuftomary for 
the latter to fing the Praifes of their King to 
their fnftruments ; and the Chaldeans to obferve 
the Motion of the Planets, and the Viciflitude of 
the Seafons. The Rear was brought up by the 
Babylonijh Cavalry, which, both the Men and ' 
Horfes, were fo fumptuous, that Imagination can 
fcarce reach their Magnificence. As for the King 
himfelf, he enter'd the City, furrounded, with his 
Guards, and feated on a Chariot ; and \n that 
Manner rode to the Palace, as though it had 
been a Triumph : The next Day, he took a View 
of all the Money, and Moveables of Darius. Of 
the Treafure he found in Bab /on, he gave, by 
Way of extraordinary Recompence, to each Ma- 
cedonian Horfeman, fix Mina; to each mercenary 
Horfeman, two Mina ; to every Macedonian Foot- 
Soldier, two Mina y and to every one of the reft, 
two Months of their ordinary Pay. He like wife 
gave Orders,, purfuant to the Advice of the Magi, 
with whom he had feveral Conferences, for re- 
building the Temples, which Xerxes had demo- 
liuYd ; and, among others, that of Belies, who was 
had in greater Veneration at Babylon, than any 
other Deity. He gave the Government of the 
Province to Mazaus, and the Command of the 
Forces he left there, to Apollodorus of Amphi* 
pofis. 

Alexander, in the Midft of the Hurry and Tu- 
mult of War, ftill prefervtf a Love for the Sci- 
ences. He us'd often to converfe with the Chal- 



of Soldiers, which had triumph'd over A/Fa, after 
having thus enervated themfelves, and rioted, as 
it were, in the foft Delights of the City of Baby- 
lo?i> for Thirty-four Days together, would have 
been fcarce able to have made farther Conquefts, 
had they been oppos'd by an Enemy of any Spi- 
rit, and Courage. But, as they were reinfore'd, from 
Time to Time, thefe Irregularities were not fo 
vifible 5 for Amyntas brought fix Thoufand Foot, 
and five Hundred Macedonian Horfe, which were 
fent by Antipater ; and fix Hundred Thracian 
Horfes, with Three thoufand, five hundred Foot 
of the fame Nation ; befides four Thoufand Mer- 
cenaries from Peloponnefus, with near four hundred 
Horfes. 

The abovemention'd Amyntas had alfo brought 
the King fifzy Macedonian Youths 5 Sons to Noble- 
men of the higheft Quality in the Country j to 
ferve as his Guards. Thefe waited upon him at 
Table, brought him his Horfes, when in the Field, 
attended upon him in Parties of hunting, and 
kept Guard at the Door of his Apartment by- 
Turns : And thefe were as the firft Steps to the 
higheft Employments both in the Army, and the 
State. 

After Alexander had left Babylon, he enter'd the 
Province of Sitacena, the Soil of which is very 
fruitful, and productive of every Thing valuable, 
which made him continue longer in it. But, for 
Fear left Indolence ftiould enervate the Courage 
of his Soldiers, he propos'd Prices, for fuch of 
them, as fhould exert the greateft Bravery ; and 
he appointed, as Judges of the Actions, of thofe 
who fnould difpute this Honour, Perfons, who 
themfelves had been Eye-WitnefTes, of the Proofs 
of Bravery, which each Soldier had given in the 
former Battles j for, on thefe only the Prizes were 
to be beftow'd. To each of the Eight Men, who 
were pronoune'd moft valiant, he gave a Regi- 
ment, confifting of a Thoufand Men ; whence 
thofe Officers were call'd Chiliarchi. This was- the 
firft Time, that Regiments were compos'd of fo 
great a Number or Soldiers; they confifting be- 
fore but of five hundred, and had not, till then, 
been the Reward of Valour. The Soldiers ran in 



deans, who had always apply'd themfelves to the 
Study of Aftronomy, ever lince its Birth 3 and 
gain'd great Fame, by their Knowledge in it. They 
preferred hirn with Aftronomical Obfervations, 
taken by their Predeceflbra, during the Space of 
1903 Years; which, confequencly, went as far 
backward as the Age of Nimrod. Thefe were 
fent by Callijlkenes, who accompany'd Alexander, 
to AriJ/otle. 

The King rcfided longer in Babylon, than he 
hud done in any other City, which' was of great 
Prejudice to the Difcipline of his Forces : The 
People t.f that City, even from a religious Mo- 
rive, abandon'd themfelves toPleafures, to Volup- 
tuoufnefs, and the moft infamous ExcefTes; nor 
did Ladies, though of the higheft Quality, obferve 
any Decorum, or mew the lea ft Referve in their 
immoral Actiona, but gloryM therein, far from 
endeavouring to conceal them, or blufhing at their 
Jinormity, It mult be confefi'd, that this Army 



Crowds to view . this illuftrious Sight ; not only 
as Eye-Witnefles of the Actions of all, but as 
Judges over the Judges themfelves ; becaufe they 
might perceive, very eafily, whether Rewards 
were beftow'd on Merit, or merely by Favour $ a 
Circumftance, in which Soldiers can never be im- 
pos'd upon. The Prizes feem to have been dif- 
tributcd with the utmoft Equity and Juftice. 

He likewife made feveral very advantagious 
Changes in military Difcipline, as eftabliuYd by 
his PredecefTors ; for he form'd one finglc Body of 
his whole Cavalry, without (hewing any Regard 
to the Difference of Nations; and appointed iuch 
Officers to command them, as they themfelves 
thought fit to nominate; whereas before, the 
Horlemen of every Nation us'd to fight under his 
own particular Standard, and was commanded by 
a Colonel of that Country. - The Sound of the 
Trumpet us'd to be the Signal for the March ; 
but, as it very frequently could not be well heard, 
becaufe of the great Nolle made in decamping, he 
gave Orders, that a Standard fhould be fet up over 
his Tent, which might be fcen by his whole Ar- 
my. He alfo appointed Fire to be the Signai in 
the Night-Time, and Smoke in the Day. 

Ale van- 



£c8 



The HISTORT 




Alexander marched afterwards towards Sufa, 
where he arriv'd twenty Days after his leaving 
Babylon. As he came near it, ^Abilities, Governor 
of the Province, fent his Son to. meet him, with 
a Promife to furrender up the City into his Hands; 
whether he was prompted to this, from his own 
Inclination, or did it in Obedience to the Orders 
of Darius , to amufe Alexander with the Hopes of 
Plunder. The King indulg'd this young Noble- 
man a very gracious Reception, who attended 
upon him as far as the River Choafpes, the Wa- 
ters of which were famous, upon Account of 
their exquifite Tafte. The Kings of e Perfia never 
drank of any other ; and, whitherfoever they 
went, a Quantity of it, after having been put over 
the Fire, was always carry 'd after them in Silver 
Veflels. it was here Abulites came to wait upon 
him, bringing Prefents worthy of a King; among 
which were Dromedaries of incredible Swiftnefs, 
and twelve Elephants, which Darius had fent for 
from India. Being come into the City, he took 
immenfe Sums out of the Treafury, witli fifty 
Thoufand Talents of Silver in Oar, and Ingots, 
befides Moveables, and a Thoufand other Things 
of infinite Value. This Wealth was the Produce 
of the Exactions drawn, for feveral Centuries, 
from the common People, from whole Sweat and 
Poverty immenfe Revenues were rais'd. The 
Perfian Monarchs fancy'd, they rad amafs'd them 
for their Children, and their Pofterity j but, in 
one Hour, they fell into the Hands or a foreign 
King, who knew how to make a right Ufe of 
them ; for Alexander feem'd to be meerly the 
Guardian, or Truftee, of the immenfe Riches 
which he found hoarded up in Perjia^ and ap- 
ply'd them to the recompenfing Merit and Cou- 
rage. 

Among other Things, there was found five 
hundred thoufand Weight of Hermione Purple, 
the fineft in the World j which had been treafu- 
ring up there, during the Space of one hundred 
' and ninety Years j notwithstanding which, its 
Beauty and Luftre was no Ways diminifh'd. Here 
like wife was found Part of the Rarities, which 
Xerxes had brought from Greece ; and, among 
others, the Brazen Statues of Harmodius, and of 
u4rijhgiton ; which Alexander fent afterwards to 
Athens, where they were ftanding in the Time of 
Arrian. 

The King, being then refolv'd to march into 
Per fia, appointed Archelaus Governor of the City 
of St/fa, with a Garrifon of three thoufand Men $ 
Maxarus, one of the Lords of his Court, was 
made Governor of the Citadel, with a thoufand 
Macedonian Soldiers, who could not follow him, 
becaufe of their great Age. He gave the Govern- 
ment of Sujiana to j4bulitcs. 

He left the Mother, and Children of Darius in 
Sufa i and, having received a great Quantity of 
Perfian Stuffs, and rich Habits, made after the 
Fafliion of the Country, he prefented them to Sy- 
l/gambis, together with the Artificers who had 
wrought them j for, he paid her every Kind of 
Honour, and lov'd her as tenderly, as though flic 
had been his Mother. He lijcewife commanded 
the Meffengers to tell her, that, in cafe Hie fan- 
cy'd thofc'StufFs, flic might make her Grand- 
Children learn the Art of weaving them, by Way 
of t .mufement ; and to give them a;j Prefents, ro 
whom foe ver they ihoultl think proper. At thefe 



Words, the Tears, which fell from her Eyes, 
fliew'd but too evidently, how greatly (he was 
difpleas'd at thefe Gifts; the working in Wool 
being look'd upon by the Werftan Women, as the 
higheft Ignominy. . Thofe who carry'd thefe Pre- 
fents, having told the King, that Syjigambis was 
very much diffatisfy'd, he thought himfelf oblig'd, 
to make an Apology for what he had done, and 
adminifter fome Confolation to her. According- 
ly, he paid her a- Viflr, when he fpoke thus 
AJ 'other ; the Stuff in which you fee me c loathed, was- 
not only a Gift of my Sifters, but wrought by their 
Fingers. Hence I beg you to believe , that the Cuf 
tom of my Country mijled me$ and do not look upon 
that as an Infr/lt, which was owing intirely to Ig- 
norance. I believe I have not, as yet, done any 
Thing, which I knew interfered with your Man- 
ners and Cufloms. I was told, that, among the 
Perfian s, it is a Sort of a Crime, for a So?i to feat 
himfelf in his Mothers Prefence, withoue firft ob- 
tainifig her Leave. Tou are fenjible how cautious 
I have always been in this *P articular \ and that 
I never fat down, till you had firjl laid your Com- 
ma?ids upon me for that Purpofe. J?id every lime 
that you was going 'to fall.proflrate before me> I 
o?ily ask you, whether I would fufcr it ? Jls the 
highejl Tejiimonyof the Feneration I have for you , 
I always called you by the tender Name of Mother, 
though this belongs properly to Olympias o?ily, to 
whom 1 owe my Birth. 

What we have juft now related, may fuggeft 
two Reflexions, both which, in our Opinion, are 
very natural, and, at the fame Time, of the ut- 
moft Importance. 

Firft, We fee to how great a Height the Per- 
pans ( fo vain, and haughty in other Refpecls ) 
cairy'd the Veneration they fliew'd their Parents. 
The Reader, doubtlefs, remembers, that Cyrus the 
Great, in the Midft of his Conquefts, and the 
moft exalted Pitch to which Fortune had rais'd 
him, would not accept of the advantagious OiFer 
made him by Cyaxares, his Uncle, viz. of giving 
him his Daughter in Marriage, and Media for 
her Dowry, till he had firft advis'd with his Fa- 
ther and Mother," and obtain'd their Confent. 
Hiftory informs us here, that, among the Perfians, 
a Son never dar'd to feat himfelf before his Mo- 
ther, till he ha'd firft obtain'd her Leave; and 
that, to do other wife, was look'd upon as a 
Crime. Alas ! how widely do our Manners differ 
from fo excellent an Institution ? 

Secondly, We difcover, in the fame Relation, 
feveral valuable Foorircps of that happy Simple 
city, which prevail'd in ancient Times when 
Ladies, though of the greateft Diftin&ion, us'd 
to employ themfetves in ufeful, and fomctimes 
laborious Works. Every one knows what is told 
us in Scripture, to this Purpofe, concerning Re- 
beccay Rachel, and feveral others. We read in 
Homer, of Princeflcs drawing themfelves Water 
from Springs ; w a filing, with their own Hands, 
the Linncn of their refpe£Hve Families. Here 
the Sifters of Alcxan cr, that is, the Daughters 
of a powerful Prince,, are employ'd in making 
Cloacns for their Brother. The celebrated Lucre- 
tia us'd to fpin in the Midft of her Female At- 
tendants. *lugt{Jlus, who was Sovereign of the 
World, wore, ior feveral Years together, no other 
Cloaths but what his Wife and Sifter made him. 

It was a Cuftom in the JVprtbcm Parts of the 
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World, not many Years fince^ for the Prince fs, 
who then fate upon the Throne, to prepare fe- 
veral of the Difhes at every Meal. In a Word, 
Needle- Work, the Care of domeftick Affairs, a 
ferious and retir'd Life, is the Lot of Women; 
and to this they were defign'd by Providence. 
The Depravity of the Age has, indeed, affix'd to 
thefe Cuftbms, whicri are very near as old as the 
Creation, an Idea of Meannefs and Contempt : 
.3ut then, what has it fubftituted in the Room, 
of the harffi and vigorous Exercifesj which a juft 
Education enabled the Sex to undertake ; to that 
laborious and ufeful Life, which was fpent ae 
home ? A loft Indolence 5 a ftupid Idlenels 5 fri- 
volous Conversations ; vain Amufements ; a ffcrong 
Paflion for publick Shows; and the Fury of Gam- 
ing. Let us compare thefe two Characters, and 
then pronounce, which of them may juftly boa A 
its being founded on good Senfe, folid Judgment, 
and a Tafte for Truth and Nature. It muft, ne- 
verthelefs, be confefs'd, in Honour.of the fair Sex, 
and of our Nation, that feveral Ladies among us, 
and thofe of the higheft Quality, make it not 
only a Duty, but a Pleafure, to employ themfelves 
in Needle -Works, not of a trifling, but of the 
xnoft ufeful Kind ; and to make Part of their Fur- 
niture with their own Hands. We might alfo 
add, that Numbers of thefe adorn their Minds with 
agreeable,- and, at the fame Time, ferious arid 
■ufeful Studies. 



and pofted the Barbarians at the Summit, one of 
the Reach of Arrows. He alfo had built a W all 
in thofe Paffes, and incamp'd his P'orces under it. 
Affoon as jilcxa?idcr advane'd, in order to attack 
him, the Barbarians roll'd, from tha Top of the 
Mountain, Stones of a prodigious Size, which fai- 
ling from Rock to Rock, rulh'd forward with the 
greater Violence, and, at once, crufh'd to Pieces 
whole Bands of Soldiers. The King, being very 
much terrify 'd at this Sight, commanded a Re- 
treat to, be, founded y and it was with the utmoft 
Grief, he faw himfelf' not only ftopp'd at this 



Alexander, having taken his Leave of Syfigam- 
bis 9 who was then extremely well fatisfVd, arrived 
on the Banks of a River, call'd by the Inhabitants 
*PaJs-Tigris. Having crofs'd it with nine Choufand 
Foot, and three thoufahd Horle, confifting of A~ 
grians, as well as of Grecian Mercenaries, and a 
Reinforcement of three thoufand Tbr avians, he 
came into the Country of the Uxii. This Region 
lies near Sufa, and extends to. the Frontiers of 
Per/ia ; a narrow Pafs only lying, between it and 
Suftana. Madathes commanded this Prpvince.This 
Man was not a Time-ferver, nor a Follower of 
Fortune; but, faithful to his Sovereign, he re- 
iblv'd to hold out to the laft Extremity ; and, 
for this Purpofe, had withdrawn into his own City, 
which flood in the midft of craggy Rocks, and 
was furrounded with Precipices. Having been 
forced from thence, he retir'd into the Citadel, 
whence the 



Pafs, but depriv'd of all Hopes of ever being able 
to force it. 

Whilft he • was taken up with thefe gloomy 
Thoughts, a Grecian Prifoner, furrender'd himfelf 
to Alexa?ider, with a Promife, to conduct him to 
the Top df the Mountain by another Way. The 
King, with Joy, accepted or the Offer j and leav- 
ing the Care of the Camp, and the Army to Cra- 
terusy he commanded him to caufe a great Num- 
ber of Fires" to be lighted, in order that the Bar- 
barians, might thereby be more ftrongly indue'd 
to believe, that he was there in Perfon. After 
this, taking fome chofen Troops with him, he fee 
out, going through all the By -Ways, as his 
Guide directed. But, befides, that thefe Paths 
were very fteep, and the Rocks fo flippery, that 
their Feet could fcarce ftand upon them ; the Sol- 
diers were alfo very much annoy 'd by the Snows, 
that the Winds had brought together, and which 
were fo high, that the Men fell into them, as 
into fo many Ditches ; and, when their Comrades 
endeavour'd to draw them out, they themfelves 
likewife funk into them ; not to mention, thac 
their Fears were greatly increased, by the Horrors 
of the Night, by their being m an unknown 
Country, and conducted by a Guide, whofe Fide- 
lity was doubtful. However, after having gone 
through a great Number of Difficulties and Dan- 
gers, they, at laft, got to the Top of the Moun- 
tain. Then going down, they difcover'd the E- 
nemy's Corps de Garde, and appear'd behind them, 
Sword in Hand, at a Time when they leaft ex- 
pedited it. Such as made the leaft Defence, who 
were but few, were cut to Pieces ; by which 



lefieg'd fent thirty Deputies to A/ex- 
ander, to fue for Quarter ; which they obtain'd, 
at laft, by the Interceflion of Syfigambis* The 
King not only pardon'd Madathes, who was a 
near Relation of that Princefs, but likewife fet all 
the Captives, and thofe who had furrender'd them- 
felva&* at Liberty ; permitted them to enjoy their 
feveral Rights and Privileges 9 would not fuffer 
the City to be plunder'd, but let them plough 
their Lands, without paying any Tax or Tribute. 
Could Syjigambis have poflibly obtain'd more from 
her own Son on this Occafion, had he been the 
Victor ? 

The Uxii being fubdu'd, Alexander gave Part 
of his Army to Parmenio, and commanded him 
to march it through the Plain ; whilft himfelf, 
at the Head of the Forces, who were lightly 
arm'd, crofs'd the Mountains, which extend as far 
as Per/ia. The fifth Day, he arriv'd at the Pafs 
of Snfa : Ariobarzanes, with four thoufand Foot, 
and feven hundred Horfe, had taken Pofreflion of 
thofe Rocks, which are very fteep on all Sides, 
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Means, the Cries of the Dy 
on the other, the Terror or t 
to their main Body, fpread fo great a Terror^ thac 
they fled, without ftriking a Blow. At this Noife 
Craterus advane'd, as Alexander had commanded 
when he went away, and feiz'd upon the Pafs, 
which, till then, had refitted his Attacks s and, 
at the fame Time, Phihtas, advane'd forwards by 
another Way, with Amyntas, Ccenus, and Pofy- 
percbon ; and broke quite through the Barbarians, 
who were then attack'd on every Side. The grcateft 
Part of them were cut to Pieces, and thofe who 
fled fell into Precipices. Ariobarzanes, with Part 
of the Cavalry, efcap'd, by flying over the Moun- 
tains. 

Alexander, from an EfFeft of the good For- 
tune, which for ever attended all his Undertak- 
ings, having thus extricated himfelf happily out 
oF the Danger to which he was fo lately exposed, 
march'd immediately towards Per/ia. Being on 
the Road, he receiv'd JLettcrs from Tiridates, Go- 
vernor of Perfcpo/is, which informed him, that 
the Inhabitants of that City, upon the Report of 
his advancing towards him, were determined to 
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plunder the Treafures of Darius, with which he 
whs intruited ; and therefore, it was neccifary for 
him to make all the HaiVe imaginable to feize 
them himfelf; that he had only the Praxes to 
crois, after which, the Road was fmooth and 
eafy. Alexjndcr , upon this News, leaving his 
Int'antrv behind, march'd, the whble Night, at 
the Head of his Cavalry; who were very much 
harraiVd, by the Length, and Swiftnefs of this 
March, and went over the Araxes, on a Bridge, 
wh/ch, by his Order, had been built fome Days 
before. 

But, as he drew near the City, he perceiv'd a 
large Body of Men, who exhibited a memorable 
Example of the greater!: Mifery : Thefe were 
about four thoufand Greeks, very far advane'd in 
Years, who, having been made Prifoners of War, 
had fuffer'd all the Torments, which the Perjian 
Tyranny could inflict. The Hands of fome had 
been cut off, che Feet of others \ and others, again, 
had loft their Nofe and Ears : After which, ha- 
ving imprefb'd, by Fire, barbarous Characters on 
their Faces, they had the Inhumanity to keep 
them as fo many Laughing- Stocks, with which 
they fportcd perpetually. They appear'd like fo 
many Shadows, rather than like Men ; Speech 
being almoft the only Thing by which they were 
known to be fuch. Alexander could not refrain 
from Tears at this Sight 5 and, as they unani- 
moufly befought him to commiferate their Con- 
dition* he bid them, with the utmoft Tendernefs, 
noi to defpond, and aflur'd them, that they (hould 
again fee their Wives and Country. This Propo- 
f.il, which, one would have thought, mould na- 
turally have fill'd them with Joy, perplcx'd them 
very much, various Opinions arifing on this Oc- 
cafion. *' How will it be poflible if aid fome of 
them) for us to appear public kly before all 
Greece* in the dreadful Condition to which we 
are redue'd j a Condition ftill more fiiameful 
than diflatisfactory ? The beft Way to bear Mi- 
fery, is to conceal it ; and no Country is fo 
fweet to the Wretched, as Solitude, and an 
Oblivion of their paft Calamities. Befides, 
how will it be poffible for us to undertake fo 
long a Journev ? Driven to a great Diftance 
' from Europe, DanifiVd to the molt remote Parts 
' of the Eafi, worn out with Age, and moft of 
c our Limbs maim'd ; can we pretend to undergo 
e Fatigues, which have even weary'd a trium- 

* phant Army? The only Thing that now re- 
' mains for us, is to hide our Mifery, and end 
1 our D:i}s among thofe, who are already fo 
« accultonVd to our Misfortunes. " Others, in 
vhom their Country's Love extinguifh'd all Sen- 
atior:s, reprefented, " That the Gods offer'd 
4 the in what they mould not even have dar'd to 

* with, viz, their Country, their Wives, their 
« Children, and all thofe Things, for whofe Sake 
f Men arc fond of Life, and defpife Death. 

< That they had long enough born the fad Yoke 

< of Slavery; and that nothing happier could 
' prefent it felt*, than their being indulg'd in the 
{ Blifs of going, at la ft, to breathe their native 
c Air, to refumc their ancient Manners, Laws 
r and Sacrifices, and to die in the Prefence of 

their Wives and Children." 
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fpent fo many Years, He granted their Reoucfr, 
and prefented each of them three thoufand Drjri'- 
mas i five Mens Suits of Cloaths, and the fame 
Number for Women ; two Couple of Oxen to 
plough their Lands, and Corn to fow them, tie 
like wife commanded the Governor of the Pro- 
vince, not to fufTer them to be molefted in -an v 
Manner; and order'd, that they mould be free 
f om Taxes, and Tributes of every Kind. Such 
Behaviour as this was truly royal. It was, indeed, 
impoffible for Alexander to reftore them the 
Limbs, of which the c PcrJians had fo cruelly 
depriv'd them j but then, he reftor'd them to Li- 
berty, to Tranquillity, and Abundance. Thrice 
happy thofe Princes, who, are affected with the 
Pleafure, which arifes from the doing of good Ac- 
tions, and who are touch'd with Pity- for the Un- 
fortunate J 

■ 

Next Day, Alexander* having calPd together, 
the Generals of his Army, reprefented to therrj 
That no City in the World had ever been more 
fatal to the Greeks than Perftpolis j the'ancient 
Refidence of the Perfian fvlonarchs, and the 
Capital of their Empire. For that, it was from 
•* thence all thofe mighty Armies pour'd, which 
" had overflowed Greece ; and whence Darius, and 
* € afterwards Xerxes, had carry'd the Firebrand 
of the moft accurs'd War, which had laid 
wafte all Europe ; and therefore, it was incum- 
bent on them to revenge the Manes of their 
Anceftors." It was already abandon'd by the 
Perfians, who all fled feparately, as Fear drove 
them. ^ Alexander enter'd it, therefore, without 
Oppolkion, with his Phalanx 5 when the viftori- 
ous Soldiers foon met with Riches fufficient to fa- 
tiate their Avarice, and immediately cut to Pieces 
all thofe, who ftill remain'd in the City. How- 
ever, the King foon put an End to the Maffacre, 
and publifh'd an Order, by which his Soldiers 
were forbid to violate the Chaftity of the Wo- 
men. Alexander had, before, pofTefi'd himfelf, 
either by Force, or Capitulation, of a great Num- 
ber of incredibly rich Cities ; but all this was a 
Trifle, compared to the Treafures he found here- 
The Barbarians had laid up at Pcrfepolis, as in a 
Store-houfe, all the Wealth of ^Pcrjia. Gold and 
Silver were never feen there but in Heaps ; not 
to mention the Cloaths and Furniture of inefti- 
mable Value, for this was the Seat of Luxury. 
There was found in the Trcafury, one hundred 
and twenty thoufand Talents, which were defign'd 
to defray the Expence of the War. To this pro- 
digious Sum, he added fix thoufand Talents, taken 
from Pafagarda. TKis was a City, which Cytus 
had built \ and wherein the Kings of Perfia us VI 
to be crown'd. 

During Allcxafider's Stay in Pcrfepolis, a little 
before he fet out upon his March againlt Darius* 
he cntcrtain'd his Friends at a Banquet, at which 
the Guefts drank to Excefs. Among the Women, 
who were admitted to it, masked, was Thais, che 
Courtezan, a Native of Attica, and, at that Time, 
Miftrefs to Ptolemy, who, afterwards, was King of 
Egypt. About the End of the Feaft, during 



However, the former Opinion prcvail'd ; and 
:cordii»gly» they beiought tho King, to permit 
em to continue in a Country, where they had 



which (he had ftudioufly endeavourM, to praiie 
the King, in the moft artful and delicate M in- 
ner (a Stratagem too often praftis'd by Women of 
this Character) flic faid, with a gayTone of Volte, 
It would be Matter of inexpreffible Joy to her, 
were ihc permitted (maskd, as ihe then ivr, 
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rt and in orj^r to end this FefHval nobly) to barn 
€i i he magnificent Palace of Xerxes, who had 
c? burnt ./Jihem ; and fee it on Fire with her own 
Hand, in order that it might be faid in all 
f< Parts of the World, that the Women, who had 
'< followM Alexander, in his Expedition co j/fia, 
c ' had taken much better Vengeance of the Per- 
" /jam, lor the feveral Calamities they had 
* f bought upon the Grecians, than all the Ge- 
" f i era Is who had fought for them both by Sea 
<* and Land." All the Guefts applauded the Dif- 
courfe ; when immediately the King rofe from 
Table (his Head being crown'd with Flowers) 
and taking a Torch in his Hand, he advane'd 
forward to execute this mighty Exploit. The 
whole Company follow him, breaking into loud 
Acclamations, and afterwards, Zinging and dan- 
cing, they furround the Palace- All the reft* of 
the Alaccdonians, at this No ife, ran in Crowds 
with lighted Tapers, and fet Fire to every Part 
of it. "However, dlcxan J er was ferry, not long 
r iter, for what he had done; and thereupon gave 
Orders for extinguifhing the Fire, but it was too 
late. 

As he was naturally very bountiful, his great 
SuccefTes incrcas'd this beneficent Difpofition j and 
he accompany'd (he Prefents he made, with fuch 
Teftimonics of Humanity and Kindnefs, and fo 
obliging a Carriage, as very much inhane'd their 
Merit. He exerted this Indulgence, in a parti 
cular Manner, towards the fifty Macedonian young 
Lords, who ferv'd under him as Guards. Here- 
upon, Glympias, his Mother, thinking him too 
profufe, wrote to him as follows : ec I don*c 
ec blame you (faid ftie) for being beneficent to- 



ef wards your F riends, for that is a£Ung J ike a 
tc King : But then, a Medium ought to be ob- 
ferv'd on this Occafion. You equal them all 
cc to Kin.'s; and, by heaping Riches on them, 
€t you give them an Opportunity of making a 
* e great Number . of Fiiends, of all whom you 
" deprive yourfelf. " As fhe often wrote the 
fame Advice to him, he always kept her Letters 
very fecret, and did not fhew them to any Per- 
fon ; but, happening to open one of them, and 
beginning to read it, Hephaftion drew near him, 
and read it over his Shoulder ; which the King 
obferving, did not offer to hinder him ; but taking 
only his Ring from his Finger, he put the Seal of 
it upon the Lips of his Favourite, as an Admo- 
nition to him, not to divulge what he had then 
read. 

He us'd to fend magnificent Prefents to his 
Mother j but then he would never let her have 
any Concern in Affairs, or in C^e Government. 
She us'd frequently to make very fevere Com- 
plaints upon that Account, but he always fub- 
mitted to her Ill-humour wirh great Alildnefs and 
Patience, jfntipater having, one Day, written a 
long Letter againft her, the King, after reading 
it, cry'd out, Antipatcr does not know that one 
fingle Tear* Jhed by a Mother, will blot out ten 
thoufand fuch Letters as this. A Behaviour like 
this, and fuch an Anfwer, (hew, at one and the 
fame Time, that Alexander was both a kind Son, 
and an able Politician ; and that he was perfectly 
fenfible, how dangerous it would have been, had 
he inverted a Woman of her Character with the 
fupremc Authority. 
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Darius leaves Ecbatana; Is betray d 7 and put in Chains 7 by BefTus and Nabarzanes ; Is 



btifcly mu\ dtrd by thofe TV ay tors ; the Spartans revolt fr 



if ted by 



deflated; Alexander furfucs 
A Covfjj'tracy is formd againft him ; for 'which Parmenio and P 
Death; BeiTus is deliver d uf> to him', Who is put to Death Wi 
Alexander defeats the Scythians ; And takes Petra ? a Fortrefs befo 



of th 



great Severity; 




A 



^ F T K R he had taken 'Terfepo/is, and Pa- 
fag ai da f Alexander was- refolv'd again to 
pur fuc Datius, who was arriv'd, by that 
Time, at Hi bat ana, the Capital of Media. There 
remain'd Uill with this Fugitive-Prince thirty 
rhoufand Foot, among whom were four thoufand 
Greeks, who were faithful to him, to the I aft, 
hViidcs theft.-, he had four thoufand Slingers, and 
upwards of three thoufand Cavalry, mofr. of them 
Haflrian s ; and commanded by tiejjus, Governor 
of ttaffria. With thefe Forces, Darius march'd 

a lirrle out of the common Koad> having ordcr'd 
his Baggage to go before; then affembling his 
pi incipal Officers, he fpoke to them as follows: 
tJtar Companions, among fo many thoufand 



cc 



Men who compos'd my Army, you only have 
not nbandon'd me, during the whole Courfe of 
my ill Fortune; and, in a little Time, nothing 
but your Fidelity and Conlrancy, will be able 
<c Co make me fancy myfelf a King. Dcfcrccrj 
** and Traitors now govern in my Cities ; not 
<c that they are thought worthy of the Honour 

*' which is beftow'd on them; but Rewards are 
" given them, only in View of tempting you, 

'* and to dagger your Perfeverancc. You ItilL 
" chofc to follow my Fortune, rather than that 
" of the Conqueror: for which you, certainly, 
'* have •merited a Recompence from the Gods ; 
and doubt not but they'll be beneficent to- 
wards you, in Cafe this Power i:; dcuy'd n*c. 

" With 
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With fuch Soldiers and Officers, I would brave, 
without the leaft Dread, the Enemy, how for- 
midable foever he may be. What I would any 
one have me furrender myfelf up to the Mercy 
of the Conqueror j and expeft from him, as a 
Reward of my Bafenefs, and Meannefs of Spi- 
rit, the Government of fome Province, which 

he may condefcend to leave me ? No It 

never fhall be in the Power of any Man, ei- 
ther to take away, or fix upon my Head, the 
Diadem I wear; the fame Hour fhall put a 
Period to my Reign, and to my Life. If you 
are all infpir'd with a Courage and Refolution, 
like that I have defcrib'd, and which I can no 
Ways doubt; I then will prornife, you fhall 
recover your Liberty, and not be expos'd to 
the Pride and Infults of the Macedonians. You 
carry in your Hands that, which may either 
•* revenge, or terminate all your Evils." Hav- 
ing ended this Speech, the whole Body of Sol- 
diers reply'd with Shouts, That they were ready 
to follow him whitherfoever he mould go j and 
would fpill, to the laft Drop of their Blood, in 
his Defence. 

Such was the Refolution of the Soldiery j but 
NabarzaneSy one of the greateft Lords of Perfia, 
and General of the Horfe, had confpir'd with 
Bejfus, General of the Baclrians, to commit the 
blackeft of all Crimes, and this was, to feize upon 
the Perfon of the King, and throw him in Chains 5 
which they might eatily do, becaufe of the great 
Number of Soldiers each of them had under his 
Command. Their Defign was, if Alexander pur- 
fu'd them, to fecure chemfelves, by giving up 
Darius, alive, into his Hands; and, in cafe they 
efcap"d, to murther Darius, and afterwards ufurp 
his Crowe, and begin a new War. Thefe Trai- 
tors foon won over the Troops, by reprefenting 
to them, that they werje dragging to Deftrucrion 5 
that they would foon be crufiVd under the Ruins 
of an Empire, which was juft ready to fall; at 
the fame Time that Baclria was open to them, 
and offer 'd them immenfe Riches. Though thefe 
Practices were carry'd on very fecretly, they yet 
came to the Ear of Darius* who could not believe 
them. Patron, who commanded the Greeks, in- 
treated him, but in vain, to pitch his Tent among 
them, and truft the Guard of his Perfon to Men, 
on whofe Fidelity he might depend. Darius could 
not prevail with himfeJf Co put fo great an Affront 
upon the Perfians, and therefore, made this An- 
fwer : ** It would be lefs Affliction to him to be 
" deceiv'd by, than to condemn them. That he 
would fuffer the worft of Evils amidft thofe of 



his own Nation, rather than feek for Strangers, 
how faithful and affeftiona'te foever he might 
believe them: And, chat he could not but die 
coo lace, in cafe the Perfian Soldiars thought 
him unworthy of Life." It was not long before 
Darius experienced the Truth of this Onmfel ; 
for the Traitors feiz'd him, bound him in Chains 
of Gold, by Way of Honour, as he was a King, 
and then laying him in a cover'd Chariot, they 
fet out towards Baclria. 

Alexander being arriv'd at Ec bat ana, was in- 
formed, Darius had left chat City five Days before. 
He then commanded Parmenio to lay up all the 
Treafures of Perjia in the Caftlc of Ecbatana, un- 
der a ltreng Guard, which he left there. Accor- 
ding to Strabo, thefe Treafures amounted to an 



hundred and eighty thoufand Talents (five hundred 
and forty- Millions) and, according to Jttflin, to 
ten Talents more (thirty Millions). He order'd 
him to march afterwards to PJyrcania, by the 
Country of the Cadufii, with the Thracians, Fo- 
reigners, and the reft of the Cavalry, the royal 
Companies excepted. He fent Orders to C/itus, 
who ftay'd behind in Sufa, where he fell lick, that* 
affoon as he was arriv'd at Ecbatana, he fhouid 
then take the Forces which were left in that City, 
and come to him in Parthia. 

Alexander, with the reft of his Army, purfu'd 
Darius, and arriv'd, the eleventh Day, at Rhaga, 
which is a long Day's Journey from the Cafpia?i 
Screights ; hut Darius had already pafs'd through 
them. Alexander now defpairing to overtake him, 
what Difpatch foever he might make, ftaid there 
five Days to reft his Forces. He then march 'd 
againft the Parthia?is, and that Day pitch'd his 
Camp near the Cafpian Streights, and pafs'd 
them the next. News was foon brought him, 
that Darius had been feiz'd by the Traitors 5 that 
Bejfus had caus'd him to be drawn in a Chariot, 
and had fent the unhappy Monarch before, to be 
the furer of his Perfon j that the whole Army 
obey'd that Wretch., Artabazus, and the Greeks 
excepted, who, not having a Soul bafe enough 
to confent to fo abominable a Deed, and being 
too weak to prevent it, had, therefore, left the 
High -Road, and march'd towards the Moun- 
tains, 

This was a frefh Motive for him to haften his 
March. The Barbarians, at his Arrival, were 
feiz'd with Dread j though the Match would not 
have been equal, had Bejfus been as refolute for 
fighting, as for putting in Execution the deteftable 
A& above-mention'd ; for they exceeded the E- 
nemy boch in Number and Strength, and were all 
cool, and ready for the Combat 5 whereas, Alex- 
ander'sT xoops were quite fatigu'd with the Length 
of their March. But the Name, and Reputation 
of Alexander (a Motive that is all-powerful in 
War) filled them with fuch prodigious Terror, 
that chey all fled* Beffus, and his Accomplices, 
being come up with Darius, they requefted him 
to mount his Horfe, and fly from the Enemy : 
But he reply 'd/ r The Gods were ready to revenge 
• r the Evils that he had fuiFer'd;" and befeeching 
Alexander to do him Juft ice, he refus'd to follow 
a Band of Traitors. Ac thefe Words they fell 
into fuch a Fury, that all threw their Darts at 
him> and fo cover'd him with Wounds. After 
having perpetraced this horrid Crime, they fepa- 
raced, in order to leave different Footfteps of their 
Flight, and by this Means, elude the Purfuit of 
the Enemy, in cafe he fhouid follow them ; or, 
at leaft, oblige him to divide his Forces. Ma- 
bar zanes took the Way of Hyrcania y and Bejfus 
that of BacJria* both being follow'd by a very 
few Horfe-men ; and, as the Barbarians were, by 
this Means, deftitute of Leaders, they difpers'd 
thcmfelve8 up and down, as Fear or Hope directed 
their Steps. 

After fearching about in different Places, Da- 
rius was, at laft, found in a Solitude, his Body run 
through with Spears, lying in a Chariot, and 
drawing near his End. However, he had Strength 
before he dy'd, to call for Drink, which a Mace- 
donian, Polylratus by Name, gave him. He had 
a Perfian Prifoncr, whom he employ M as his In- 
ter- 
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terpreter. Darius, after drinking the Liquor that 
had been given him, turn'd to the Macedonian* 
and faid : " That in the deplorable State to. which 
he was redue'd, he, however, Ihould have the 
Comfort to fpeak to one who could underftand 
him 5 and that fas laft Words would not be loft. 
He, therefore, charg'd him to tell Alexander, 
that he dy'd in his Debt, though he had never 
oblig'd him. That he gave him a Multitude 
of 1 hanks, for the great Humanity he had ex- 
ercis'd towards his Mother, his Wife, and his 
Children, whofe Lives he had not only fpar'd, 
but reftor'd them to their former Splendor. 
That he befought the Gods to give Victory co 
his Arms, and make him Monarch of the LT- 
niverfe. That he thought he need not in treat 
him to revenge the execrable Murthcr, which 
was committed on his Perfon, inafmuch as this 
was the common Caufe of Kings." 
After this, taking Polyfiratus by the Hand, 
Give him (faid he) thy Hand, as I give thee 
mine; and carry him, -in my Name, the only 
Pledge I am able to give of my Gratitude and 
Affection." Saying thefe Words, he breath'd 
his laft. Alexander coming up a Moment after, 
and feeing the 13ody of Darius, he wept bitterly; 
and, by the ftrongeft Teftimonies of Affection that 
could be given, prov'd how intimately he was 
afflicted at the Unhappinefs of a Prince, who de- 
ferv'd a better Fate. He immediately pulPd ofT 
his military Cloak, and threw it on the Body of 
Darius ; then caufing it to be embalm 'd, and his 
Coffin to be adorn'd with a royal Magnificence, 
he fenc it to Syfigambis, in order that it might be 
interr'd with the Honours ufually oaid to the de- 
ceas'd e Perfian Monarchs, and be intomb'd with 
his Anceftors. 
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differ'd very much in Manners and Inclinations* 
The Per/fans were a fober, laborious, and modeft 
People ; but the Medes were wholly devoted to 
Pride, Softnefs, and Voluptuoufnes. The Example 
of Frugality and Simplicity, which Cyrus had fee 
them ; and their being oblig'd to be always un- 
der Arms to gain fo many Victories, and fupport 
themfelves in the midft or fo many Enemies, pre- 
vented thofc Vices from fpreading for fbmeTime. 
But, after thofe Nations had fubjefred all Things, 
the Fondnefs which the Medes had naturally for 
Pleafure and Magnificence, foon lcflfen'd the 
Temperance of the Perfians, and became, in a 
little Time, the prevailing Tafte of the two Na- 
tions. 

Several other Caufes confpir'd to this. Babylon ^ 
when conquer'd, intoxicated its Victors with her 
poifon'd Cup, and inchanted them with the Charms 
of Pleafure. She furnifli'd them with fuch Mi- 
nifters and Inftruments, as were adapted to pro- 
mote Luxury, and to foment and cherifti Delights 
with Arc and Delicacy : And the Wealth of the 
richeft Provinces in the World, being at the intire 
Difpofal of new Sovereigns, they thereby were 
enabled to fatiate all their Defires 



Thus dy'd Darius, in the third Year of the 
I j ,2th Olympiad, at about fifty Years of Age, fix 
of which he had reign'd. He was a gentle and 
pad rick Prince; his Reign having been unfully'd 
with Injuftice or Cruelty, which was owing ei- 
ther to his natural Lenity, or his not having had 
an Opportunity of acting otherwife, becaufe of 
the perpetual War he had carry'd on againft A- 
lexander, all the Time he had fat upon theThrone. 
in him the Perfian Empire ended, after having 
cxiftcd two hundred and nine Years, computing 
from the Beginning of the Reign of Cjrus the 
Great (the Founder of it) under thirteen Kings, 
viz. CyniSy Cambyfcs, Smerdis Magus y Darius, 
Son of Hyfiafpisy Xerxes I. Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
Xerxes If. Sogdianus, Darius Nothusy Jrtaxerxes 
Alemnon, Shtaxerxcs Ochus, Arfcs, Darius Codo- 
mannusm 

The Death of Darius Codomannus may very 
juftly be confider'd as the /Era, but not as the 
fole Caule, of the Dcflruttion of the Per/fan Mo- 
narchy. When we take a general View of the 
Hiftory of the Kings abovc-montion'd, and con- 
lider, with fome Attention, their different Cha- 
racters, and Methods of governing, whether in 
Peace, or War, we cafily perceive, that this De- 
clenfion was prepar'd at a great Diftance, and 
carry'd on to its End, by vifible Steps, which de- 
noted a total Ruin. 

Wc may declare, at fir ft Sight, the Declenfion 
of the Perfian Empire, and its Fall, are owing 
to its Origin, and primitive Inftitution. It had 
been fonn'cl by the Union of two Nations, who 



Even Cyrus himfelf, as I obferv'd elfe where, 
contributed to this, without percei virg the Confe- 
rence of it; and prepar'd Mens Minds, by the 
Iplendid Banquet he gave, after having ended 
his Conqueftsj and when he fhew'd himfelf in 
the midit of his Troops, who had fiiar'd in his 
Victories, with fuch a Pomp and Oftentation, as 
were moft capable of darling the Eye. He be* 
gan, by raifing in their Minds an Admiration for 
Parade and Vain-glory, which they had hitherto 
defpis'd. He fuggefted to them, that Magnifi- 
cence and Riches were worthy of crowning the 
moft glorious Exploits, and Che End and Fruit 
of them : And by thus infpiring his Subjects wiih 
a ftrong Thirft for Things they faw fo highly 
efteem'd by a moft accompliuVd Prince, his Ex- 
ample authored them to abandon themfelves to 
thefe without Referve. 

He alfo fpread this Evil, by his obliging Judges, 
Officers, and Governors of Provinces, to appear in 
Splendor before the People, the better to reprefenc 
the Majefty of the Prince. On one Side, thefe 
Magiftrates and Commanders eafily miftook this 
Outfidc and Trappings of their Employments for 
the moft eflential Parts of them ; they endeavour- 
ing to diftinguifh themfelves by nothing but this 
glittering Exterior : And on the other Side, Men 
of the greate ft. Wealth in the Provinces propos'd 
them as fo many Patterns for their Imitation, and 
were foon folio w'd by Perfons of a moderate For- 
tune, whom thofe in the loweft Stations of Life 
endeavour'd to equal. 

So many Caufes of Degeneracy uniting together, 
and beiug authored publickly, foon dcltroy'd the 
ancient Virtue of the Perjians. They did not fink, 
like the Romans, by imperceptible Decays, which 
had been long forefeen, and often combated. 
Scarce was Cyrus dead, but there rofe up, as ic 
were, another Nation, and Kings of a quite dif- 
ferent Genius and Character. VI en no longer dif- 
cours'd of that mafculine, that fevere Education, 
which was beftow'd on the Terfian Youth ; of 
thofe publick Schools of Sobriety, Patience, and 
Emulation for Virtue, nor of thofe laborious and 

warlike Exorcifea i of all thefe there did not rc- 
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main the final left Footftep : "Their young Men 
being brought up in- Splendor and Effeminacy, 
which they now law was had in Honour, imme- 
diately began co defpife the happy Simplicity of 
their Forefathers, and form'd, in the Space of one 
Generation, an intire new Set of People, whofe 
Manners, Inclinations, and Maxims, were directly 
oppofite to chofe of ancient Times. They grew 
haughty, vain, effeminate, inhuman, and per- 
fidious in Treaties and got this peculiar Charac- 
ter, that they, of all People, were the moll aban- 
don'd to Splendor, Luxury, Feafting, and even 
to Drunkennels : So that we may affirm, the Em- 
pire of the Pcrjians was, almoft at its Birth, uhat 
other Empires grew up to, through Length of 
Time only, and began where others end. It 
bore the Principle of its Deftruction in its own 
Bofom, and this internal Vice increas'd every 
Reign. 

After the unfuccefsful Expeditions of Darius 
and Xet xes againft Scythia and Greece, the Princes 
their Succeiiors became infenfible to the Ambition 
of making Concjuetb, and gave themfelves up a 
Prey to Idknicis and Effeminacy : They grew 
carelefs of military Difcipline and fubftituted, in 
the Place of regular Soldiers, who were inur'd 
to the Toils ot War, a confus'd Multitude of 
.Men, who were taken by Force out of their re- 
spective Countries* The Reader may have ob- 
ferv'd, on more than one Occafion, that the whole 
Strength, and almoft the only Refource of the 
Pcrfian Army, lay in the Greeks in their Service ; 
that they, properly, depended on them only, and 
always took great Care to oppofe them to the beff. 
Troops of tru- Enemy : They were the only Sol- 
diers in the Army of Darius, who perform'd 
their Duty, and continu'd faithful to him to the 
laft 5 and we have feen, that Memnon, the Rho- 
dian, was the folc great General, who fought a- 
gainft Alexander. 

Inftead of chuling, for the Command of their 
Forces, Officers of Skill and Experience, they 
ufed to appoint Perfons of the greateft Quality of 
every Nation ; who frequently had no other Me- 
rit than their exalted Birth, their Riches and Cre- 
dit i and who were diltinguifti'd ,by nothing but 
the Sumptuoufnefs of their Feafts and Entertain- 
ments, by the Magnificence of their Equipages, 
and by the Croud with which they were ever iur- 
rounded, of Guards, Domefticks, Eunuchs, and 
Women ; fuch an AiTemblage, form'd merely for 
vain Parade and Orientation, rather than for war- 
like Expeditions, inenmbred an Army (already 
but too numerous) with ufelefs Soldiers, made flow 
in its Marches and Movements, by its too heavy 
Baggage, and render'd incapable of fulfilling long 
in a Country, and of compleating mighty Enter- 
prizes, in Sight of an Enemy. 

The Perfian Monarchs (hutting themfelves up 
in their Palaces, in order to abandon themfelves 
to Pleafures; and appearing feldom abroad, gave 
up their whole Confidence, and by that Means all 
their Authority, to Eunuchs, to Women, to Slaves, 
and to fluttering Courtiers \ whofe folc Thoughts 
and Endeavours were to banifh far true Merit, 
which was offeniive to 'em ; to give the Rewards 
appointed for Services, co their own Creatures; 
and to entrulfc the greateft Employments of the 
State to Per Zona devoted to their intercfted and 
ambitious Views, rather than to fuch whofe Abi- 



lities render'd them capable of ferving their 
Country. 

Another Character of thefe Princes, which is 
but too often met with, contributed very much to 
the Ruin of the Empire. They were accuftom'd 
from their Infancy to have their Ears footh'd with 
falfe Praifes, and the moft extravagant Compli- 
j and a blind Submiffion was paid to their 
Will. They were educated in fo exalted an Idea 
of their own Grandeur, as perfuaded 'em that the 
reft of Men were form'd merely to ferve them, 
and adminiftcr to their Pleafures. .They were not 
taught their Duties, nor the Maxims of a wife and 
good Government ; the Principles by which Men 
jud^e of folid Merit, and are capable of chufing 
Perfons able to govern under them. They did 
not know, that they were raifed to fovereign 
Power, merely to protect their Subjects and make 
them happy. They were not told, the exquifite 
Pleafure that Monarch feels, who is the Delight 
of his Subjects, and is the publick Source, whence 
the Felicity of fo wide-extended an Empire fprings j 
as Cyrus the Great had been, who was fo dear to 
his People, that every individual Family look d 
upon him as their Father, and bewail'd his Death 
as a publick Calamity. So far from this, a Mo- 
narch's Grandeur was declar'd toconfift in making 
himfelf to be fear'd, and in his being able to gra- 
tify all his Paflions with Impunity, 

So ill-judg'd an Education muft neceffarily form 
either weak or vicious Princes. They were not 
able to fuftain the Weight of fo mighty an Em- 
pire, nor to grafp the feveral Parts of fo extenfive 
and painful an Admini fixation. Idlenefs, and a 
Love for Pleafure, made 'em carelefs, and averfe 
to Bufinefs of every kind ; and they facrificed Mat- 
ters of the higher! importance to their vain Amufe- 
ments. Some of them were born with fuch happy 
Difpofitions, that they would have become good 
Princes, had they not been enervated by the Chams 
of a voluptuous Life 5 and abandon'd themfelves 
to the Allurements of a too defpotic Power, and 
an over-great Profperity. By Flattery, they were 
render'd incapable of liftning, in their Councils, 
to any Exprefllon that was deliver'd with Free- 
dom, or ol fuffering the leaft Oppofition to their 
Wills. 

'Tis no Wonder they were not beloved by their 
Subjects, fince their whole Study was to aggrandize 
themfelves, and to facrifice all Confiderations to 
this fingle one. Darius, in his Misfortunes, was 
abandon'd by the Generals of his Armies, by the 
Governors of his Provinces, by his Officers, his 
Domefticks, and his Subjects ; and did not meet, 
in any Place, with a fincere Affection, nor a real 
Attachment to his Perfon and Intereft. The dar- 
ling Splendor of the Pcrfian Monarchy conceal 'd 
a real Weakncfs ; and thisunweildy Power, heigh- 
ten'd by fuch Pomp and Pride, was abhorred by 
the People ; fo that this ColofTus, at the very firft 
Blow, fell to the Ground. 

Whilft all thefe Things were doing in yflta, as 
has been related above, iome Tumults broke out 
in Greece and Macedonia. Mcmnon, whom Alex- 
ander had fent into Thrace, having made an Infur- 
rection there, and thereby drawn the Forces of 
jlntipater on that Side j the Laccdamonians thought 
this a proper Opportunity to throw off the Mace- 
donianiokc, and engaged almoft all Pelopotmcfux 
in their Dcfign. Upon this News, Antipater, :if- 
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ter having fettled, to the beft of his Power, the 
Affairs of Thrace, return 'd, aa quick as poilible, 
into Greece ; whence he immediately difpatch'd 
Couriers, in order to give Alexander an Account 
of thefe feveral Transactions. As foon as Anti- 
pater was come up with the Enemy, he refolv'd 
to venture a Battle. The Spartan Army confifted 
of no more than Twenty thoufand Foot, and Two 
thoufand 'Horfe, under the Command of Agis their 
King; whereas, that of Antipater was twice that 
Number. Agis, in order to make the Superiority 
of Numbers of no Effect, had made Choice of a 

Spot of Ground. The Battle began with 
greac Vigour, each Party endeavouring to figna- 
lize themfelves in an extraordinary Manner, for 
the Honour of their refpe£tive Countries ; the one 
being iir'd with the Remembrance of their priftine 
Glory a and the other animated by their prefent 
Greatnefs ; both fought with equal Courage, the 
Lacedemonians for Liberty, and the Macedonians 
for Empire. So long as the Armies continued on 
the Spot where the Battle began, Agis had the 
Advantage; but Antipater, by pretending to fly, 
drew the Enemy into the Plains, after which, ex- 
tending his whole Army, he gain'd the Superio- 
rity, and made a proper Ufe of his Advantage. 
Agis was diltinguifh'd by his Suit of Armour, his 
noble Mein, and ttill more fo by his Courage. The 
Battle was hotteft round his Perfon, and himfelf 
perform'd the moft aftonifhing Feats of Bravery. 
At laft, after having been wounded in feveral Parts 
of his Body, his Soldiers laying him upon his 
Shield, carried him off. However, this did not 
damp their Courage, for having feiz'd upon an 
advantageous Poft, where they kept clofe in their 
Ranks, they refitted with great Vigour the Onfec 
of the Enemy. After having withltood it a* long 
Time, the Laccdamonians began to give Ground, 
being fcarce able to hold their Arms, which were 
all covcr'd with Sweat; they afterwards retir'd 
■very fait, and at laft ran quite away. The King, 
feeing himfelf clofcly purfu'd, (till make fome 
Efforts, notwithstanding the weak Condition to 
which he wa9 reduced, in order to oppofe the 
Enemy. Intrepid and invincible to the laft, but, 
opprefs'd by Numbers, he died Sword -in-Hand. 

In this Engagement, upwards of Three thoufand 
Laced<emonia?is loft their Lives, and a Thoufand 
Macedonians at moft ; but very few of the latter 
return'd home unwounded. This Victory, not 
only ruin'd the Power of Sparta, and its Allies, 
but alfb the Hopes of thofe, who only waited the 
Iffue of this War, in order to declare themfelves. 
Antipater immediately fent the News of this Suc- 
cefs to Alexander ; but then, like an experiene'd 
Courtier, he drew up the Account of it in the moft 
modeft and circumfpe£t Terms 5 in fuch as were 
belt adapted to diminifh the Luftre of a Victory, 
■which might expofe him to Envy. He was fen- 
fiblc that Alexander's Delicacy, with Regard to 
Honour, was fo very great, that he look'd upon 
the Glory which another Perfon obtained, as a Di- 
minution of his own. And indeed, he could not 
forbear, when this News was brought him, to 
let drop fome Words, which difcover'd his Jca- 
loufy. Antipater did not dare to difpofe of any 
Thing by his own Authority, and only gave the 
Lacedemonians Leave to fend an Embafly to the 
King, in order that they themfelves might tell 
him the ill Succefa they had met with. Alexander 



pardon'd them ; fome of thofe who had firft rais'd 
the Infurredtion excepted, and thofc he puninYd. 

Dariush Death did not hinder Alcxa?idcr from 
purfuing Bejfas, who had withdrawn into BatJi:a % 
where he had affum'd the Trie of King, by the 
Name of Alrtaxerxes. But, finding at lair, that it 
would be impoflible for him to come up with him* 
he return'd into Parthia; and fo journeying fome 
Days in Hecatompylos, commanded Provifions of 
all Sorts to be brought thither. 

During his Stay here* a Report pre vail'd through- 
out the whole Army, that the King, content v.ich 
the Gonquefts he had atchiev'd, was preparing to 
return into Macedonia. That very Intrant the Sol- 
diers, as if a Signal had been made for rhcir fet- 
ting out, ran like frantic Wretches to their Tents> 
began to pack up their Baggage, load the Wag- 
gons, with the utmoft Difparch, and fill the v. hole 
Camp with Noife and Tumult. Alexander was 
foon inform 'd of this, when terrify'd at the Difor- 
der, he fummon'd the Officers to his Tent, w here, 
with Tears in his Eyes, he complain'd, that in the 
Midft of fo glorious a Career, he was ftopp'd on 
a Sudden, and fore'd to return back into his own 
Country, rather like one a ho had been overcome, 
than as a Conqueror. The Officers comforted him, 
by reprefenting, that this fudden Motion was a 
mere Sally, and a tranfient Guft of Pallion, which 
would not be attended with any ill Confequences 5 
and a/Tur'd him, that the Soldiers, to a Man, 
would obey him, provided he uould addrefs 'em 
in tender Exprelfions ; . hich he promifed to do. 
The Circumftance which had given Occafion to 

this falfe Report, was, his having disbanded fome 
Grecian Soldiers, after rewarding them in a very 
bountiful Manner ; fo that the Macedonians ima- 
gin'd they alfo were to fight no more. 

Alexander having fummon'd the Army, made 
the following Speech. fC 1 am not furpriz'd, O 
" Soldiers, if, after the mighty Things we have 
€€ hitherto perform'd, you (hould be fatiated with 
€t Glory, and endeavour after nothing but Eafe 
€€ and Repofc. J will not now enumerate the va- 
ce rious Nations we have conquer 'd : We have fub- 
(€ dued more Provinces than others have Cities. 
cc Could I perfuade myfelf, that our Conquefts are 
4< well fecured, over Nations, who were fo foon 
" overcome, I would think as you do (for I won't 
€€ diffemblc my Thoughts) and would make all 
*' the Hafte imaginable, to revifit my domcftick 
t€ Gods, my Mother, my Sifters, and my Subjects ; 
t€ and enjoy, in the Midft of my Country, the 
" Glory which I have gain'd in Concert with you. 
" But this Glory will all vanilh very foon, it we 
C€ don't put the laft Hand to the W ork : Do you 
" imagine, that fo many Nations, acculrorn'd to 
4€ other Sovereigns, and who have no manner of 
r * Conformity with us, either in Religion, Man- 
• c ners, or Language, were complcatly fubdued 
'< the Moment they were conquered ; and that 
tc they will not take up Arms,, in cafe we return 
" back with fo much Precipitation ? What will 
" become of the reft, who ftill remain unconquer'd? 
" How ! fhall we leave our Victory incomplete, 
t€ merely lor Want of Courage ! But, that which 
" touches me much more, (hall we fuffer the de- 
" teftable Crime of Bejfus to go unpuniih'd ? Can 
'* you bear to fee the Scepter of Dar ins in the fan- 
" guinary Hands of that Monitor; who, after 
*« having loaded him with Chains, as though he 

" had 
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had been a Captive, at laft affafi hated his Sove- 
reign, in order* to deprive us of the Glory of 
faving him ? As for myfelf, I-fhall not be eafy 
till I lee that infamous Wretch harwinff on a 



Gibbet, there to pay, to all Kings and Nations 
of the Eaith, the jult puniihment due to his exe- 
crable Crime. 1 don't know whether I am 
millaken ;,but methinksl read his Sentence of 
Death in your Countenances and that the An- 
ger which fparkles in your Eyes, declares, you 
will foon imbrue your Hands in the Blood of 
that Traitor. 

■ 

The Soldiers would not fuffer Akxa}ider to pro- 
ceed; but, clapping their Hands, they all cried 
aloud, that they Were ready to folldw, whither- 
foever he wo'ula lead them. All the Speeches of 
this Prince generally produced the fame Effect. In 
how defponding a Condition foever they might be, 
one fingle Word fiom him reviv'd their Courage 
on a Sudden, and infpir'd 'em with that martial 
Gaiety and Ardour, which appear'd always in his 
Face. The King, taking Advantage of this fa- 
vourable Difpofltion of the whole Army, crofs'd 
Part hi a, and, in three Days, arriv'd on the Fron- 
tiers of Hyrcania, which fubmitted to his Arms. 
He afterwards fubdu'd the Mardi, the Arii, the 
Drang*, the Arachofii, and feveral other Nations, 
into which his Army march'd, wich greater Swift- 
nefs than People generally travel. He frequently 
would purfue an Enemy for whole Days and Mights 
together, without fcarce fufTering his Troops to 
take any Reft. By this prodigious Rapidity, he 
came unawares upon Nations, who thought him at 
a great Diftance, and fubdu'd them before they 
had Time to put themfelves in a Pofture of De- 
fence. Under this Image, Daniel, the Prophet, 
defcrib'cf that Monarch, many Ages before Alex- 
ander's Birth ; reprefenting him as a Panther, a 
Leopard, and a Goaty who rufh'd forward with fo 

.much Swiftnefs, that his Feet feem'd not to couch 
the Ground. 

At the fame Time arrived Tbalefiris, Queen of 
the Amazons: A violent Defire of feeing Alexan* 
der, had prompted that Princefs to leave her Do- 
minions, and travel through a great Number of 
Countries to gratify her Curioftty. Being come 
pretty near his Camp, fhe fent Word that a Queen 
was come to vifit him 5 and that fhe had a prodi- 
gious Inli nation to cultivate his Acquaintance, and 
accordingly was arrived within a little Diftance 
from that Place. Alexander, having return'd her 
a favourable Anfwer, fhe commanded her Train 
to ftop, and hcrfelf came forward, with three hun- 
dred Women ; and the Moment flie perceived the 
King, fhe leap'd from her Horfe, having twd 
Lances in - her Right-hand; The Drefs the Ama- 
zons ufed to wear, did not quite cover the Body; 
for their* Bofom being uncovered on the Left-fide, 
every other Part (this excepted) of their Body was 
hid ; their Gowns being tuck'd up with a Knot, 
and fo defcended no farther than the Knee. They 
prefer v'd their Right-breaft to fuckle the Girls 
who were born to 'em, but us'd to burn the Left, 
that they might be the better enabled to bend the 
Bow, and hurl the Dart, whence they were cali'd 
Amazons. 



much ftruck with a majefticlc Air, and think thoic 
only capable of mighty AtchievementSi on whom 
Nature has beftow'd bodily Advantages. She did 
not fcruple to tell him, that the chief Motive of 
her Journey, was to have Pofterity by him ; ad- 
ding, that ihe was worthy of giving Heirs to his 
Empire. Alexander, upon this Requeft, was 
obliged to make fome Stay in this Place; after 
whizhTbaleJiris return'd to her Kingdom^ and'che 
King into the Province inhabited by the Part bl- 
asts. This Story, and whatever is related of the 
Amazons ) is look'd upon, by fome very judicious 
Authors* as entirely fictitious. 

^ Alexander devoted himfelf afterwards wholly id 
his PaiTions, changing into Pride and rioting* the 
Moderation and Continence for which he had hi- 
therto been fo greatly admir'd ; Virtues, fo very 
neceffary, in an exalted Station of Life, and in the 
Midft of a Series of Profperities. He was then nd 
longer the fame Man : Though he was invincible* 
with regard to the Dangers and Toils of War, he 1 
was far otherwife with refpett to the Charms of 
Eafe. The Inftant he enjoy 'd a little Repofej he 
abandon'd himfelf to Senfuality ; and- he, whom 
the Arms of the Per/fans could not conquer, fell a 
Victim to their Vices. Nothing was to be feen 
but Games, Parties of Pleafures, Women, tumul- 
tuous Feaftings, in which he us'd to revel, whole 
Days and Nights. Not fatisfy'd with the Buffoons, 
and the Performers ott instrumental Mufick, whom 
he had brought with him out of Greece ; he obli- 
ged the captive Women, whom he carry 'd along 
with him, to ting Songs after the Manner of their 
Country. It happen'd, that among thefe Womerii 
he perceiv'd one who appear'd in deeper Affliction 
than the reft j and who> b v a mod eft, and, at the 
fame Time, a noble Confufion, difcover'd a greater 
Reluctance than the others, to appear in Publick. 
She was a nV.iih'd Beauty, which was very much 
heighten'd by her Bafhfulnefs ; ihe throwing her 
Eyes to the Ground, and doing all chat la) in her 
Power to conceal her Face. The King foon ima- 
gin'd, by her Air and Mien, that fhe was not of 
vulgar Birth 5 and enquiring himfelf into it, the 
Lady anfwer'd, that Ihe was Grand-daughter td 
Ocbus, who not long before had fway'd the Per- 
Jian Scepter, and Daughter of his Son; that me 
had married Hjftafpcs, who was related to Darius* 
and. General of a great ' Army. Alexander being 
touch'd with Compadion, when he heard the un- 
happy Fate of a Princefs of the Blood Royal, and 
the fad Condition to which fhe was reduced ; he 
not only reftor'd her to Liberty, but return'd all 
her PolTeflions ; and caus'd her Husband to be 
fought for, in order that fhe might be reftor'd to 
him. 



Tbalejlfis look'd upon the King without difco- 
vering the Icaft Sign of Admiration, and furvey- 
jhg him attentively, did not think his Stature an- 
fvverablc to his Fame* for the Barbarians arc very 



This Prince was naturally of fo tender and hu- 
man a Difpofltion, as made him fenfible of the 
Afilidtion of Perfons in the loweft Condition. A 
poor Macedonian was one Day leading before him' 
a Mule, laden with Gold for the King's Ufe ; the 
Beaft being fo tir'd, that he was not able either to 
goon, or fuftain the Load, the Mule driver took 
ic up and carry'd it, but with great Difficulty, a 
considerable Way. Alexander feeing him jult link- 
ing under his Burden, and pjoing to throw it on 
the Ground, in order to cafe himfelf, cry'd out* 
Friend^ aoift be weary yet ; try and carry it quit* 
through to thy Tent, for 'tis all thy own. 

Alexander, in a very difficult March, through 

barren 
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barren Places, at the Mend of « fmnll Body of Horfe, 
when he purfu'd Darius, met fome Macedonians, 
who were carrying, upon Mule?, Water, put up 
in Goat-skins. Thefe Macedonians perceiving this 
Prince was almoft: parch'd wich Thirft, occalion'd 
by the raging Heat (the Sun being then ac the 
Meridian) immediately fill 'd a Helmet with Wa- 
ter, and were running to pre fen t him with it : 
Alexander asking, to whom they were carrying 
all that Water, they reply 'd, fve were goi?ig to 
carry it to our Children ; but dofft let your Majefty 
be u?ieafy, for if your Life is but fav*d 3 we Jhall 
get Children mough, in Cafe we jhould lofe thefe, A t 
thefe Words Alexander takes the Helmet, and 
looking quite round him, he faw all his Horfemen 
hanging down their Heads, and with Eyes flx'd 
earneftiy on the Liquor he held, fwallow'd it, as 
it were, with their Glances; upon which he re- 
turn'd it, with Thanks, to thofe who had ofFer'd 
it him, and did not drink fomuch as a fingle Drop, 
but cry'd, There is not enough /or my whole Company, 
and Jhould I drink alone, it would make the Reft be 
thirfiier, and they will quite die away. The Offi- 
cers, who were on Horfeback round him, ftruck 
in the moft fenfible Manner, with his wonderful 
Temperance and Magnanimity, intreated him, 
with Shouts, to carry them whitherfoever he could 
march, and not fpare them in any Manner ; that 
now they were not the leaft tir'd, nor felt the leaft 
Thirff; and that fo long as they fliould be com- 
manded by fuch a King, they could not think 
themfelves mortal Men. 

Such Sentiments as thefe, which arife from a ge- 
nerous and tender Difpofition* refleel a greater 
Honour on a Prince, than the greateft Victories 
and Conqueffe. Had Alexander always cherinVd 
them, he would juftly have merited the Title of 
Great ; but his illuftrious and uninterrupted Series 
of Profperity, which is too heavy for Mortals to 
fuftain, raz'dthem infenfibJy from his Mind, and 
madehim forget that he was of the human Species: 
For now, contemning the Cuftoms of his own 
Country, as though they were no more worthy the 
Sovereign of the Univerfc, he laid afide the Drefs, 
the Manners, and Way of Life, of the Macedonian 
Monarchs; looking upon them as too plain and 
fimple, arid derogatory to his Grandeur. He even 
went fo far, as to imitate the Pomp of the Per ft an 
Kings, in that very .Circumftancc, in which they 
feem'd to equal themfelves to the Gods 5 I mean, 
by requiring thofe, who had conquer'd Nations, 
to fall profhatc at his Feet, and pay him a Kind 
of Homage, which became Slaves only. He had 
turn'd his Palace into a Seraglio, rilling it with 
Three hundred and fixty Concubines, (the fame 
Number as Darius kept) and with Bands of Eu- 
nuch:;, who, of all Men, are the moft infamous. 
Not facisfy'd with wearing a Per/tan Robe himfelf, 
he alfo obligYl his Generals, his Friends, and all 
the Grandees of his Court, to put on the fame 
Drefs, which gave them the grcatcft Uneafinefa, 
and yet not one among them dar'd to fpeak again ft 
this Innovation, or contradict the Prince in any 
Manner. 

The veteran Soldiers, who had fought under 
Philips not having the leaft Idea of benfuality, 
inveigh'd publiekly againft tin's prodigious Luxury, 
and tlit feveral Vices which the Army had learnt 
in Sufa and Jirbatatiu. The Soldier:; would fre- 
quently exprel:. them let ves in the following Terms: 
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Tb.it they had lof marc by Fief cry trim they bad 
gaitrdy that as the Macedonians had thus ajfum'd 
the Mariners and Ctijioms of Foreigners, 'twas they 
who might be fatd to be conquered $ that therefore 
the only Benefit they jhould reap from their long Ab - 
fence, would be, to retur n back into their Country 
in the Habit of Barbarians ; that Alexander wa > 
ajham'd of, a?id defpifed them ; that he chofc to rr- 
Jemble the Vajiqutffrd, rather than the I'tHorium ; 
and that he, who before had been King of Macedo- 
nia, was now become one of Darius' 's Lieutenants. 

The King was not ignorant of the Di fcontenc 
which reign 'd both in his Court and his Army, 
and he endeavour'd to recover the Efteem and 
Friend/hip of it by his Beneficence: But Slavery, 
though it be purchafed ac ever fo high a Raw, 
mult neceflarily be odious to independent Perfons. 
He therefore thought^ that thefafeft Remedy would 
be to employ them ; and for that Purpofe, he led 
them again ft Bejjus. But, as the Army was en- 
cumber'd with Booty, and a ufelefs Tram of Bag- 
gage, that it could fcarce move, he fir ft: caufed 
all his own Baggage to be carry M into a great 
Square, and afterwards that of his Army, (fuch 
Things excepted as were abfolutcly necelfary • ) 
then order'd the whole to be carry 'd from thence 
in Carts, to a large Plain. Every one was in great 
Pain to know the Meaning of all this ; but, after 
he had fent away the Horfes, he himfelf fet Fire 
to his own Things, and commanded every one to 
follow his Example. Upon this, the Macedonians 
lighted up the Fire with their own Hands, and 
burnt the rich Spoils they had purchafed with their 
Blood, and often forced out of the Midft of the 
Flames. Such a Sacrifice muft certainly have been 
made with the utmoft Reluctance 5 but the Exam- 
ple the King fet them, filenc'd all their Com- 
plaints, and they feem'd lefs affected at the Lofs 
of their Baggage, than at their Neglect of military 
Difcipline. A fliort Speech the King made, footh'd 
all their Uneafinefs; and, being now more able to 
exert themfelves hereafter, they fet out with Joy, 
and march'd towards Batlria. In this March they 
met with Difficulties, which would have quite 
damp'd anyone, except Alexander ; but nothing 
could daunt his Soul, or check his Progrefs j for 
he put the ftrongeft Confidence in his good For- 
tune, which indeed never forfook that Hero, but 
extricated him from a thoufand Perils, wherein 
one would have naturally fuppofed both himfelf 
and his Army muft perilh. 

Being arriv'd among the Drangd, a Danger ta 
which he had not been accuftonVd, gave him very 
great Uaeatinefs ; and this was, the Report of a 
Confpiracy, that was form'd againft his Perfon- 
One "Dymnusy a Man of no Figure at Court, was 
the Contriver thereof i and the Motive of it was, 
fome private Difguft which he had receiv'd. He 
had communicated his execrable Defign to a young 
Man, Nicomachus by Name, who reveal'd it to 
Ccbalinus his Brother. The latter immediately 
whifper'd it to Philotas, earneftiy intreating him 
to acquaint the King with it, beeatifc every Mo- 
ment was of rhe utmoft Confequenee, and that the 
Con /pirn tors were , to execute the horrid Deed in 
three Day*. Phi lotas, after applauding his Fide- 
lity, waited immediately upon the King, anddifc 
cours'd him on a great Variety of Subjects, buC • 
without taking rhe leaft Notice of the Plot. Irt 
the ICvetung, Cibjlinut meeting him as he was 
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coming out, and asking whether he had done as 
he had requeued} he anfwer'd, that he had not 
found an Opportunity of mentioning it to his 
Majefty, and went away. The next Day, this 
young Man went up to him, as he was going into 
the Palace, and conjur'd him not to forget what 
he had told him the Day before. Pbilotas then 
reply'd, that he would be fure not to forget it ; 
and yet did not perform his Promife. This made 
Cebalinus fufpeft him; and fearing, that, in cafe 
the Conspiracy fhould be difcover'd by another 
Perfon, his Silence would be interpreted as crimi- 
nal, he, therefore, got another Perfon to difclofe 
it to Alexander. The Prince having heard the 
Whole from Cebalinus himfelf, and told how of- 
ten he had conjur'd Pbilotas to acquaint him with 
it, firft commanded Dymnus to be brought before 
him. The latter guefling upon what Account he 
was fent for by the King, ran himfelf through 
with his Sword ; but the Guards having prevented 
this Wretch from compleating the Deed, he was 
carry'd to the Palace. The King ask'd him, why 
he thought Vbilotas more worthy than he was of 
the Kingdom of Macedon j but he was quite fpeech- 
Jefs ; fo that, after fetching a deep Sigh, he turn'd 
his Head afide, and breath'd his laft 

The King afterwards fent for Pbilotas, and 
fpeaking to him ( having firft commanded every 
one to withdraw) he ask'd, whether Cebalinus had 
really urg'd him feveral Times to tell him of a 
Plot, which was carrying on againft him. Pbilo- 
tas, without difcovering the leaft Confufion in his 
Countenance, confefs'd ingenuoufly that he had ; 
but made his Apology, by faying, that the Per- 
fon, who had whifper'd this, did not appear to 
him worthy of the leaft Credit. He confefs'd, how- 
ever, that the Death of Dymnus plainly fhew'd he 
had a&ed very imprudently, in concealing thus 
long a Defign of fo black a Nature * Upon which, 
acknowledging his Fault, he fell at the King's Feet \ 
which he embrae'd, and befought him to confider 
his paft Life, rather than the Fault he had now 
committed, which did not proceed from any evil 
Defign, but from the Fear he was under of alarm- 
ing, very unfeafonably, the King, fhould he com- 
municate a Defign, which he really fuppos'd was 
without Foundation. 'Tis no eafy Matter to fay, 
whether Alexander believ'd what Pbilotas faid, or 
only diflembled his Anger : But however this be, 
he gave him his Hand, in Token of Reconciliati- 
on; and told him. That be was perfuaded he bad 
defpifed, rather than concealed the Notice. 

Philotas was both envy'd and hated by a great 
Number of Courtiers ; and indeed, it was hardly 
poffible it fhould be otherwifc, becaufe none of 
them was more familiar with the King, or more 
clteem'd by him. Now, inlrcad of fattening and 
diminifhing the Luftre of this diftinguifti'd Fa- 
vour he enjoy'd, by an Air of Sweetnefs and Hu- 
manity ; he feenVd, on the contrary, to endea- 
vour nothing fo much as to raife the Envy of 
others, by his afTefting a filly Pride, which ge- 
nerally diiplay'd itfelf in his Drefs, his Retinue, 
his Hquipagc, and his Table; and ftill more fo, 
by the haughty Airs he affum'd, which made him 
univcrfally hated. Parmenio, his Father, difgufted 
at his Pride, faid one Day to him, My Son, make 
tbyfclf lefs. The ftrongelfc Senfc is couch'd under 
thefe Words; and it is evident, the Man, who 

utter'd them, was perfectly acquainted with the 
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Genius of Courts. He us'd often to give Pbilotas 
fuch Advice as this ; but too exalted^ a Profperity 
is apt to make Men both deaf and blind ; and cher 
cannot perfuade themfelves, that Favour which i.» 
eftablifh'd on fo feemingiy a folid Foundation, can 
ever change ; the contrary of which Philotas found 

to his Sorrow. 

His former Conduct, with Regard to Alexander + 
had given the latter juft Reafon to complain of 
him ; for he us'd to take the Liberty to fpeak 
diirefpeftfuily of the King, and applaud himfelf 
in the moft haughty Terms. Opening, one Day, 
his Heart to a Woman, Antigona by Name, with 
whom he was in Love, he began to boait, in a 
very infolent Manner, his Father's Services, and 
his own : c€ What would Philip ( faid he ) have 
been, had it not been for Parmenio? And, what 
would Alexander be, were it not for Philotas ? 
What would become of his pretended Divinity, 
and his Father AmmON, mould we undertake 
to combat this Fi&ion ? " All chefe Things 
were repeated to Alexander, and Antigona hcrfelf 
made Oath, that fuch Words had been fpoke. The 
King had, neverthelefs, taken no Notice of all 
this, nor fo much as once let drop the leaft Word, 
which fhew'd his Refentment upon that Occafion, 
whenever he was moft intoxicated with Liquor ; 
nor had ever hinted it to his Friends, not even to 
Hephaflion, from whom he fcarce conceal 'd any 
Thing. But the Crime Philotas was now accus'ci 
of, recalled to his Memory the Difguft he had 
formerly entertained. 

Immediately after the Converfation he had with 
Pbilotas, he held a Council, compos'd of his chief 
Confidents. Craterus, for whom Alexander had a 
great Efteem, and who envy'd Pbilotas the more 
upon that very Account, look'd upon this as a 
very happy Opportunity for him to fupplnnt his 
Rival. Concealing, therefore, his Hatred under 
a fpecious Pretence of Zeal, he fuggefted to the 
King, '* The Apprehenfions he might juftly be 
'* under, both from Philotas himfelf, becaufe 
Mercy is not apt to work any Change in a 
Heart, which could be corrupt enough to en- 
tertain fo deteftable a Crime ; and from Par- 
menio his Father, who, faid he, will never be 
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able to bear the Thoughts of his owing his 
Son's Life to the King's Clemency- Some be- 
'* tieficial Acts are fo great, that they become a 
Weight to thofe to whom they are indulg'd ; 
and for which Reafon, they do all that lies in 
t€ their Power to crafe them from their Memory. 
And farther, who can afTure us, that both Fa- 
ther and Son are not engag'd in the Confpi- 
racy ? When a Prince's Lite is in Danger, every 
Thing is then of Importance ; and aU Things, 
<• even to the flighteft Suspicions, are fo many 
Proofs. Can we conceive it poflible, that a 
Favourite, on whom his Sovereign has be (low 'd 
the moft mining Marks of h s Beneficence, 
fhould be calm and undifturb'd, upon his be- 
ing told an Affair of fuch mighty Importance? 
But we are told, chat this Defign was commu- 
nicated by young People, ^ who defer v'd very 
little Credit. Wherefore did he keep them in 
Sufpence two Days, in fuch a Manner, :is tho' 
he oeliev'd what they told him ; and IV ill pro- 
mis'd them, that he would reveal the whole 
Affair to the King? Who does not fee, f liar he 
did this, mealy to prevent their having .\c- 
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ce cefs, by another Way, to his Majefty ? Sir, Depofidons of what they knew. But, as not one 
cc (continued he) it is neceffary for your own Sake, of them charg'd Philotas with engaging in the 
«* and that of the State, for us co puc Pbilotas to Plot, the whole AfTembly, being feiz'd with a 
** the Torture ; in order to force, from his own Trouble and Confufion, which is 'eafier conceiv'd 
Mouth, an Account of this Plot, and the fe- than exprefs'd, continu'd in a fad and gloomy 
f< vera! Perfons who are his Accomplices in it." Silence. 

This being the Opinion of all the Members of the Phtlotas was then brought in, his Hands ty'd 
Council, the King yielded to it. He then dit behind him, and his Head cover'd with a coarfe, 
mifs'd the AfTembly, having firft injoin'd them worn-out Piece of Cloth- How fhocking a Sight 
Secrefy ; and the better to conceal his Refolution, was this ? Loft to himfelf, he did not dare to life 
he gave Orders for the Army's marching the next up his Eyes, or open his Lips 5 but the Tears 
Day, and even invited Phtlotas to Supper with ftreaming from his Eyes, he fainted away in the 
him. Arms of the Man who held him. As the Stand- 

in the Beginning of the Night, various Parties ers-by wip'd off the Tears, in which his Face was 
of Guards having been potted in the feveral Places bath'd ; recovering his Spirits and his Voice, by 
neceffary, lbme enter'd the Tent of Philotas, who infenfible Degrees, he feem'd defirous of fpeaking. 
was then in a deep Sleep j when ftarting from his The King then told him, that he lhould be yidg'd 
Slumbers, as they were putting Manacles on his by the Macedonians, and withdrew. Philotas might 
Hands, he cry'd, Alas ! my Sovereign, the Invete- have juftify'd himfelf very eaiily ; for, not orae of 
racy of my Enemies has got the better of your Good- the WitnelTes, and thofe who had been put on the 
nefs. After this, they cover'd his Face, and Rack, had accus'd him of being an Accomplice 
brought him to the Palace, without uttering a in the Plot. c Dymnus, who firff form'd it, had 
fingle Word. The next Morning, the Macedoni- not nam'd him to one of the Confpirators ; and, 
ans, according to an Order publinvd for that Pur- had Philotas been concern'd in it, and been the 
pofe, came thither under Arms, being about Six Ring-leader, as was pretended , Dymnus would 
Thoufand. It was a very ancient Cuftom, for the certainly have nam'd him, at the Head of all the 
Army, in War- Time, to take Cognizance of ca- Reft, in order ro en ; go ti.cn the more ftrongly. 
pical Crimes ; and, in Times or Peace, for the Had Ph : '. -j been ronfcioui to h -nf- Tf " of Guilt 
People to do this j fo that the Prince had no in this Particular, as he was fenfible, tii*. .>*//- 
Power on thefe Occafions, unlefs a Sanction were nus, who knew the Whole, fought earneftly t o 
given to it by the Confenc of one of thefe Bo- acquaint the King with ic, is it any Way pro- 
dies ; and the King was fore'd to have Recourfe bable, that he could have lain quiet two Days 
to Perfuafion, belore he employ'd His Autho- together, without once endeavouring, either to 
rity. difpatch Cebalinus, or to put his dark Defign in 

Firft, The Body of Dymnus was brought out ; Execution ? Which he might eafily have done. 
Very few then prelent knowing either what he had Philotas fet thefe Proofs, and a great many more, 
done, or how he came by his Death. Afterwards in the ftrongeft Light ; and did not omit to men- 
the King came into the AfTembly; an Air of tion the Reafons, which had made him defpife the 
Sorrow appearing in his Countenance, as in that Information that had been given him, as ground- 
of his whole Court, every one waiting for the lefs and imaginary. Then directing, on a Tudden, 
Itfue of this gloomy Scene. Alexander continued himfelf to Alexander, as though he had been pre- 
a long Time with his Eyes caft on the Ground ; fent; 0 King, fays he, ivherefoever you may be (for 
but, at laft, having recover'd his Spirits, he made it is thought Alexander heard all that pafs'd from 
the following Speech : J narrowly efcaped, O Sol- behind a Curtain) if I have committed a Fault in 
diers, being torn from you, by the Treachery of a not acquafnting you with 'what 1 heard, I confejfed 
/mat I A/umber of Wretches ; but, by the Providence, it to you, and you pardoned me. Tou gave me your 
and Mercy of the Gods, 1 now again appear before Royal Hand, as a Pledge of this ; and you did me 
you, alive : And I protefl to you, that nothing en- the Honour to admit me at your Table. If you be- 
courages me more to go in Purfuit of the Traitors, lieved me, I am innocent j ij you pardoned me, I am 
than the Sight of this rfjfembly, whofe Life is much cleared ; / refer all this to your own Judgment, 
dearer to me than my own ; for I def/re to live for What new Crime have I committed fnce ? I was in 
your Sakes only ; and the grcateji Happinefs I Jhould a deep Sleep when my Enemies waked me, and loaded 
find in living (not to fay the only one) would be, me with Chains. Is it natural for a Man, who is 
the Pleafure I Jhall receive, in having it once in confeious that he is guilty of the mojl horrid of all 
my Power to reward the Services of fo many brave Crimes, to be thus eafy and undifturbed ? The In* 
Men, to whom I owe all Things. Here he was in- nocence of my own Con/cience, a?id the Promifc Tour 
terruptcd by the Cries and Groans of the Soldi- Majefly made me, gave my Soul this Calm. Do not 
ers, who all burft into Tears. Alas! How will let the Envy of my Enemies prevail over your Cle- 
you behave, when I fhall name the Perfons, who mency and Jujlice. 

formed fo execrable an Attempt ? I myjelf cannot The Rclult of this AfTembly was, that Philotas 

think of* it, without Jhuddering. ^bey, on whom lhould be put on the Rack. The Perfons, who 

/ have been mojl lavifh of my KindneJJes ; on whom prefided on that Occafion, were his moll inveterate 

/ had bcjlowed the greatcji Marks of Friendfhip-, Enemies, and they made him fuffer every Kind 

in whom 1 had put my whole Confidence, and in of Tor cure. Philotas, at firft, difcover'd the ut- 

whofe Breajls I lodged my greateji Secrets ■ moft Refolution and Strength of Mind ; the Tor- 

Parmenio and Philotas. At thefe Names, all the ments he fufFer'd not being able to force from him 

Soldiers gaz'd one upon the other, not daring to a fingle Word, nor even to much as a Sigh. But, 

believe their Eyes or Ears, nor any Thing they at laft, conquer'd by Pain, he confefs'd himfelf 

law or heard. Then Nicomachus, Met r on, and guilty; nam'd feveral Accomplices, and even ac- 

Cebaliuus were fent for, who made the feveral cus'd his own Father. The next Day, the An- 

fwers 
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fwers of Fbilotas were read in a full Atiembly, he 
himfelf being prefent. Upon the whole, he was 
unanimously ientene'd to die 5 immediately after 
which he was fton'd, according to the Cuitom of 
Maocdonia, with fome other of the Confpirators. 

They alfo judg'd, at the fame Time, and put 
to Death, Lyncejlcs Alexander, who had been found 
guilty of confpiring the Death of the King, and 

kept three Years in Prifon. 

The Condemnation of Phihtas brought on that 
of Parmcnio ; whether it were, that Alexander 
really believ'd him guilty, or was afraid of the 
Father, now he had put the Son to Death. 'Po- 
ly damns, one of the Lords of. the Court, was ap- 
pointed to fee the Execution perform'd. He had 
been one of Warmenio's moft intimate Friends, if 
we may give that Name to Courtiers, whofe only- 
Endeavour is to make their own Fortune. This 
was the very Reafon of his being nominated, be- 
caufe no one could fufpeft that he was fent with 
any fuch Orders again ft P annex to. He therefore 
fet out for Media, where that General commanded 
the Army, and was entrufted with the King's 
Treafures, which amounted to an hundred and 
fourfcore thoufand Talents, or, five hundred and 
forty Millions. Alexander had given him feveral 
Letters for Oleander, the King's Lieutenant in that 
Province ; and for the principal Officers. Two 
were for Parmenio j one of them from Alexander, 
and the other feal'd with the Seal of Phihtas, as 
chough he had been living, to prevent the Father 
from harbouring the leaft Sufpicions. Polydamus 
was but eleven Days in his Journey, and alighted 
in the Night-time at Oleander's. After having 
taken all the Precautions neceflary, they went to- 
gether, with a great Number of Attendants, to 
meet Parmenio, who, at this Time, Was walking 
in a Park of his own. The Moment Polydamus 
fpy'd him, though at a great Diftance, he ran to 
embrace him, with an Air of the utmoftjoy; 
and after Compliments,intermix'd with the ftrongeft 
Indications of Friendfhip, had paft on both Sides, 
he gave him Alexander's Letter. In opening it, he 
aik'd him what the King was doing, to which Po- 
lydamus reply'd, that he would know by his Ma- 
felly's Letter. Parmcnio, after penning it, faid 
as follows : The King is preparing to march againjl 
the Arachofii : Hoiu glorious a Prince is this, who 
will not fvffir himfelf to take a Moment's Reft? 
However, 'he ought to he a little tender 0/ him} elf, 
now he has acquired fo much Glory. He afterwards 



of Age; and had always \ erv'J his Sovereign whb 
inviolable Fidelity and Zeal, for which he war- 
very ill rewarded ; his Son and himfelf having 
been put to Death, merely on a flight Sufpicior 
uninfore'd with any real Proof, which neverthelt* 
obliterated, in a Moment, ail the real Services,. 
both had done their Country. 

Alexander was fenfible, that fuch cruel Execu- 
tions might alienate the Minds of the Soldiers from 
him ; of which he had a Proof, by the Letters the 
Soldiers fent into Macedonia, which were inter- 
cepted by his Order ; concluding therefore, that it 
would be proper for him to feparate, from the reft 
of the Army, fuch Soldiers, as had moft diftin- 
guiflTd themfelves by their Murmurs and Com- 
plaints, for Fear, left their feditious Difcourfes 
lhould fpread the fame Spirit of Difcontcnt 9 he 
form'd a feparate Body of thefe, the Command of 
which he gave to Leonidas ; this kind of Ignominy- 
being the only Punifhment he inflicled them : But 
they were fo ftrongly affected with it, that they 
endeavour'd to efface the Difgrace which this 
brought upon them, by a Bravery, a Fidelity, 
and an Obedience, which they obferv'd for ever 
afterwards. 

To prevent the ill Confequences that might a rile 
from this fecret Difcontent, Alexander fet out upon 
his March, and continued to purfue BeJJ'us ; on 
which Occafion he was expofed to great Hardfhips 
and Dangers. After having pafs'd through Dra?i~ 
gania, Arachofia, and the Country of the Arima- 
fpi, where all Things fubmitted to his Arms, he 
arriv'd at a Mountain, call'd Paropamifus (a Part 
of Caucafus} where his Army underwent inexpref- 
fible Fatigues, through Wearinefs, Thirft, Cold, 
and the Snows ; which kill'd a great Number of 
his Soldiers. Be/fiis laid wafte all the Country that 
lay between him and Mount Caucafus, in order 
that the Want of Provifions and Forage might de- 
prive Alexander of an Oportunity of purfuing him. 
He indeed fuffer'd very much, but nothing could 
check his Vigour : After making his Army rc- 
pofe for fome Time at Drapfaca, he advane'd to- 
wards Aornos and Batlra, the two ftrongeft Cities 
of Batlria, and took them both : At his Ap- 
proach, about feven or eight Thoufand BacJrians* 
who, till then, had adher'd very ftrcnuoufly to 
Beffns, abandon'd him to a Man, and retir'deach 
to his refpeclive Dwelling. Bcjfus, at the Head 
of a fmall Number of Forces, who continued faith- 
ful to him, crofs'd the River Oxtts, burnt all the 



open'd the Letter which was written in the Name Boats he himfelf made ufe of, to prevent Alcxan- 
of Phihtas ; and, by his Countenance, feern'd dcr from crofting it, and withdrew to Nautacus, a 
pleafed with the Contents of it. At that very In- City of Sogdiana, fully determin'd to raife a new 



pleafed with the Contents of it. At that very In- 
ilant Chander thruft a Dagger into his Side, then 
made another Thruft in his Throat; and the reft 
pave him feveral "Wounds, even after he was 

dead. 

Thus this great Man ended his Life ; a Man, 
illuftrious Loth in Peace and War ; who had per- 
form'd many glorious Actions without the King; 
whereas the King had never atchiev'd any Thing 
confpicuouvi but in Concert with Parmcnio. He 
was * Fcrfon of great Abilities and Execution; 
was very dear to the Grandees, and much more fo 
to the Officers and Soldiers, who rcpos'd the 
higliett Confidence in him; and look'd upon them- 
felvcn ri'i certain of Viclory when headed by him, 
in /irongiy they rely'd on liis Capacity and good 
For: une. He wa*j then three fcore and ten Years 



Army there. Alexander, however, did not give 
him Time to do this ; and, not meeting with Trees 
or Timber, fufEcient for the Building of Boats, 
and Rafts or floats of Timber, he fupply'd the 
Want of thefe, by diftributing to his Soldiers a 
great Number of Skins, flufr'd with ftraw, and 
juch like dry and light Materials; which laying 
under them in the Water, they crofs'd the River 
in this Manner ; thofe, who went over fl r 11, draw- 
ing up in Battle Array, whilft their Commande::; 
were coming after them : In this Manner his whole 
Army pafs'd over in fix Days. 

Whilft thefe Things were doing, 8pit<imcnes> 
who was the chief Confident of Rcllus, fbrrn'ci a 



Con/piracy againft him, in Concert with two moie 
vi his principal Officers. W;u ing feiz'd his Perfon> 

they 
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they threw him in Chains, fore'd his Diadem from 
his Head, core co Pieces the royal Robe of Darius 
he had put on, and fee him on Horfeback, in or- 
4 er to give him up co Alexander. 

This Prince arriv'd ac a iitcJc City, inhabited by 
the Branchidez: Thefe were the Defcendants of a 
Family who had dwelt at Miletus, whom Xerxes, 
at his Return from Greece, had formerly fent into 
Upper Afia, where he had fettled them in a very 
wealthy Condition, in Return for their having 
deliver'd up to him the Treafure of the Temple, 
call'd TUdymaon, with which he had been entruft- 
ed. Thefe receiv'd the King with the higheft 
Demonftrationsor Joy, and furrender'd both them- 
felves and their City to him. Alexander fent for 
fuch Milcjians as were in his Army, who prefcrv'd 
an hereditary Hatred againft the Branchida, be- 
caufe of the Treachery of their Anceftors. They 
then left them the Choice, either of revengin 
the Injury they had formerly done them, or o 
pardoning them in confideration of their common 
Extraction. The Mikfians being fo much divided 
in Opinion, that they could not agree among them- 
felves, Alexander undertook the Decifion himfelf. 
Accordingly, the next Day, he commanded his 
Phalanx to furround the City; and, a Signal 
being given, they were order'd to plunder this 
Haunt of Traitors, and put every one of them to 
the Sword which inhuman Order was executed, 
with the fame Order as it had been given out. 
All the Citizens, at the very Time chat they were 
going.topay Homage co Alexander > wcremurder'd 
in the Streets; and in their Houfes ; no Manner of 
Regard being had to their Cries and Tears, nor 
the leaft Diftin£tion made of Age or Sex. They 
even pull'd up the very Foundations of the Walls, 
in order that not the leaft Footfteps might remain 
of that City. But, of what Crimes were thefe ill* 
feted Citizens guilty ? Were they refponfible for 
thofe their Fathers had committed, upwards of a 
hundred and fifty Years before? We don't know 
whether Hiftory furnifhes another Example of fo 
brutal and frantick an Action. 

A little after Alexander had Bej[us % brought him, 
not only bound, but ftark naked. Spitamones held 
him by a Chain, which went round his Neck ; and 
'twas difficult to fay, whether that ObjecT: was 
more agreeable to the Barbarians or Macedonians. 
In preienting him to the King, he faid thefe 
Words : / have, at lajl, revenged both you and 
Darius, my Kings, and my Majtcrs: I bring you a 
Wretch, who ajjaji noted his Sovereign, and who is 
now treated in the fame Manner as himfelf gave the 
jitjl Example of. ^Alas ! why cannot Darius himfelf 
r ce this Speclaclc! Alexander \ after having greatly 
V.pplauded Spitamcnes, turn'd about to Befjus % and 
fpokc thus: Thou Purely mujl have been infpir'd 
with the Rage and Fury of a Tygcr, othcrwije thou 
wouldefi not have dar*d to load a King, from whom 
thou hadjl receiv'd fo many Benefits, with Chains, 
and afterwards murder him \ Be gone from my 
Sight, thou Monfter of Cruelty and Perjidioufnefs. 
The King faid no more, but fending for Oxatres, 
Brother to Darius, he gave up Bejjtis to him, in 
order that he might fuffer all the Ignominy he 
deferv'd; fufpending, however, his Execution, 
in order that he might be judgVl in the General 
Aflcmbly of the Pcrjtans. 

Alexander, who was ever fir'd with the Third 
of Conqueflj (till imrelfd forward, in Search of 



new Nations, whom he might fubdue : After re- 
cruiting his Cavalry, which had fuffer 'd much, 
by their long and dangerous Marches, he advanced 
to the Ixarthes. 

Not far from this River, the Barbarians ruffl- 
ing fuddenly from their Mountains, came and at- 
tack'd the Forces of Alexander i and, having car- 
ry'd off a great Number of Prifoners, they got 
back to their lurking Holes, in which were twenty 
thoufand, who fought with Bows and Slings. The 
King went and.beiieg'd them in Perfon, and be- 
ing one of the foremoft of thofe who carry M on 
the Attack, he was (hot, with an Arrow, in the 
Bone of his Leg, and the iron Point ftuck in the 
Wound. The Macedo?iians, who were greatly a- 
larm'd and afflicted, carry'd him off immediate- 
ly, yet not fo fecretJy, but the Barbarians knew 
of it y for they faw, from the Top of the Moun- 
tain, every Thing that was doing below. The 
next Day they fent EmbafTadors to the King, who 
order'd them to be immediately brought in, when, 
taking off the Bandage which cover'd his Wound, 
he fliew'd them his Leg, but did not tell them 
how much he had been hurt. Thefe aflur'd him, 
that afToon as they heard of his being wounded, 
they were as much afflicted, as the Macedonians 
could poflibly be 5 and that had it been poflible 
for them to find the Perfon who fliot that Arrow, 
they would have deliver'd him up to Alexander ; 
that none, but impious Wretches, would wage 
War againft the Gods: In fnort, that being van- 
quifh'd by his unparallel'd Bravery, they furren- 
der'd themfelves to him, with the Nations who 
followed them. The Kino;, having engag'd his 
Faith to them, and taken back his Prifoners, ac- 
cepted of their Homage. 

After this, he fet out upon his March, and get- 
ting into a Litter, a great Difpute arofe between 
the Horfe and Foot, who fliould carry it; each 
of thofe Bodies pretending that this Honour be- 
long'd to them only ; and there was no other Way 
of reconciling them, but by giving Orders that 
they mould carry it in their Turns. 

From hence he got, the fourth Day, to Mara- 
canda, a very confiderable City, and Capital of 
Sogdiana, which he won and after leaving a con- 
fiderable Garrifon there, he burnt and laid wafte 
all the Plains. 

There came an Embalfy to him from the Abian 
Scythians, who, ever fince the Death of Cyrus had 
liv'd free and independent; thefe fubmitted to 
Alexander. They were con fide r'd as the mo ft equi- 
table of all the Barbarians ; they never making 
War, but to defend themfelves; and the Liberty 
that was eftabliuVd among them, and which they 
no Ways abufed, took away all Diftin£tion, and 
equalled the mcancft among them with thegrcatcft. 
A Love of Poverty and Juftice was their peculiar 
Characteriftick, and enabled them to live happy 
together, without their wanting either Kings or 
Laws. Alexander received them kindly, and fene 
one of his chief Courtiers to take a View of their 
Country, and even of the Scythians, who inhabit 
above the Cimmerian Bofphorus. 

He had mark*d out a Spot of Ground, proper 
for building a City, on the River laxatthes, in or- 
der to curb* the Nations he had already concjuer'd, 
and thofe he intended to fubdue. But this Dcfign 
was retarded by the Rebellion of the Sogdii, which 
was foon after follow'd by that of the Baflrians. 
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Alexander difpatch'd Spitamcnes, who had deli- 
vered up Beffus into his Hands, believing him a 
very fie Perfon to bring them back to their Alle- 
giance; but he himfelf had been chiefly inftru- 
mencal in this Infurreclion. The King, greatly 
furprized at this Treachery, was determined to take 
Vengeance of him in the moft fignal Manner. He 
then march'd to Cyropolis, and befieg'd it : This 
was the laft City ol the Perfian Empire, and had 
been built by Cyrus y after whofe Name it was 
call'd- Ac the lame Time he fent Craterus, with 
two more of his general Officers, to beficge the 
City of the Memaceni, to whom fifty Troopers 
were fent, to defire them to fue for Alexander^ 
Clemency : Thefe met with a very kind Reception 
at firft, but in the Night-time they were all cut to 
Pieces, Alexander had refolv'd to fpare Cyropolis, 
purely for the Sake of Cyrus; for, of all the Mo- 
narchs who had reign'd over thefe Nations, there 
Were none he admir'd more than this King, and 
S emir amis, becaufe they had furpafs'd all the reft, 
in Courage and glorious Aftions. He therefore 
ofFer'd very advantageous Conditions to the Befieg'd, 
but they were fo blindly obftinate as to reject them, 
and that even with Pride and Infolence > upon 
which he ftorm'd their City, abandoning the Plun- 
der of it to his Soldiers, and ras'd it to the very 
Foundations. From hence he went to the other 
City which Cratet us was befieging : No Place ever 
made a more vigorous Oppontion j for Alexander 
loft his beft Soldiers before it, and he himfelf was 
expofed to very great Danger ; a Stone linking 
him with fo much Violence on the Head, that he 



quite fainted away. The whole Army indeed 
thought him dead, which threw them into Tears $ 
but this Prince, whom no Danger or Difappoint- 
ment could deprefs, pufli'd on the Siege with greater 
Vigour than before, the Inftant he was recover'd, 
without flaying till his Wound was heal'd ; Anger 
, adding frefh Fuel to the Ardour which was natural 
to him. Having therefore caus'd the Wall to be 
fapp\J, he made a large Breach in it, and there 
entcr'd the City, which he b"rnt to the Ground, 
and put all the Inhabitants to the Sword. Several 
other Cities met with the fame Fate. This was 
a third Rebellion of the Sogdii, who would not 
be quiet, though Alexander had pardon'd them 
twice before. They loft above an hundred and 
twenty thoufand Men, in thefe different Sieges. 
The King afterwards fent Menedemus, with three 
thoufand Foot and eight hundred Horfe, to Ma- 
racanda, whence Spitamcnes had drove the Mace- 
donian Garrifon, and fhut himfelf up there. 

With Regard to himfelf, he returned back, and 
encamp'd on the laxarthes, where he furrounded 
with Walls, the whole Spot of Ground which his 
Army had cover'd, and built a City on it, contain- 
ing natty Furlongs in Circumference, which he 
alio called Alexandria ; he having before built fe- 
vcral under that Name. He caufed the Workmen 
to make fuch Difpatch, chat in lefs than twenty 
Days the Ramparts were rais'd, and the Houfes 
built : And, indeed, there was a great Emulation 
among the Soldiers, who mould get his Work 
done looneft, every one of them having had his 
Portion allotted him : And, to people this new 
Cicy, he ranfom'd all the Prifoners he could meet 
with, fettled fevcral Macedonians there, who were 
worn out in Camps, and permitted many Natives 

of the Country, at their own Requeft, to inhabit 
it. 



But the King of thofe Scythian*, who live or 
the other Side of the laxarthes, feeing that this 
Cicy, built on the River, was a kind of Yoke to 
them, they fent a great Body of Soldiers to demo 
lifh it, and to repulfe the Macedonian Forces a: 
great Diftance. Alexander, who had no Defign of 
attacking the Scythians, finding them make Yeve- 
ral Incurflons, even in his Sight, in a very info- 
lent Manner, was very much perplex 'd ; efpecialiy 
when Advice was brought him, at the fame Time, 
that the Body of Troops he had order'd to Mara- 
canda, had been all., a very few excepted, cut to 
Pieces. Such a Number of Obstacles united, would 
have difhearten'd any one but an Alexander ; for 
the Sogdii had taken up Arms 9 and the Baclrians 
alfo j his Army was harrafs'd by the Scythians ; 
he himfelf was brought fo low, that he was not 
able to ftand upright, to mount on Horfeback, to 
fpeak to his Forces* or give out a fingle Order. 
To increafe this Affliction, he found his Army no- 
ways inclin'd to attempt the Paflage of the River, 
in the Sight of the Enemy, who were drawn up in 
Battle-array. The King continued in the utmoffc 
Perplexity all Night-long ; however, his Courage 
furmounted all Things : Being told, that the Au- 
fpices were not propitious, he forced the Sooth- 
fa yers to fubftitute favourable ones in their Stead- 
The Day beginning to breaks he put on his Coat 
of Mail, and fhew'd himfelf to the Soldiers, who 
had not feen him fince the laft Wound he had re- 
ceiv'd. Thefe had their King in fuch high Vene- 
ration, that his Prefence only, at once remov'd all 
their Fears, infomuch that they flied Tears of Joy, 
and went unanimoufly, and paid him their Re- 
fpe£b j intreating hirn to bring them Face co Face 
with the Enemv, againft whom, they before had 
ref us'd to march. They work'd fo hard, at the 
Rafts or Floats, thac in three Days Time they 
had made twelve thoufand ; and they likewifc pre- 
pared a great Number of Skins for that Purpole. 

As every Thing was ready for the March, fe- 
veral Scythian Ambafladors arrived, they being 
twenty in Number, according to the Cuftom of 
their Country j who ail rode through the Camp, 
defiring to fpeak with the King. Alexander hav- 
ing fent for them into his Tenr, defired them to 
fit down : They gaz'd attentively upon him a long 
l ime, without fpeaking a fingle Word, being 
very probably furpriz'd (as they fornVd a Judg- 
ment of Men from their Air and Stature) not to 
find him anfwer the high Idea they eritertain'd of 
his Fame. The oldeft of the Embaffadors made 
this Speech ; which, as Quintus Curtius relates it, 
is pretty long ; however, as 'tis very curious, I 
fliall prefent my Readers with the greatcft Pare 
of it. 

Had the Gods given thee a Body proportionable 
to thy Ambition, the whole Univerje would have 
been too little for thee. With one Hand thote 
wouldejl touch the Eafr, a?id with the other, the 
Weft ; and, not fatisfy*d with this, thou would'jl 
follow the Sun, and know where he hides himfelf 
Such as thou arty thou yet afpircfi after what it 
will be impojjible for thee to attain. Thou croffcjl 
over from Europe into A Ma ; and when thou Jhalt 
have fubdued all the Race of Men, thou then wilt' 
make War againjl Rivers, Forejhy and wild Beajls. 
Dojl thou not know, that tall Trees are many 
Tears a growing, but may be tore up in an Hoar's 
Time j that the Lion ftrves fometimcs for Food to 
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the fmalleji Birds ; that Iron, though fo very hard, 
is confumed by Ru/l : In a Word, that there is no- 
thing foftrong, which may not be deftroycd by the 
weakcjl Thing ? 

1$ hat have we to do with thee ? We never fet Foot 
in thy Country. May not thoje ivho inhabit Woods, 
be allowed to live, without knowing who thou art, 
and whence thou comcfi ? We will neither command 
ever, or fubfnit to any Man. And, that thou may eft 
be f enfib I e what Kind of People the Scythians are, 
know, that we received from Heaven, as a rich Pre- 
fent, a Yoke of Oxen, a Plough-Share, a Dart, a 
Javelin, and a Cup. Thefe we make ufe of, both 
with our Friends, and again/1 our Enemies. To our 
Friends we give Corn, which we procure by the La- 
bour of our Oxen ; with them we offer Wine to the 
Gods in ottr Cup : And with Regard to our Ene- 
mies, we combat them at a D'iftance with our Ar- 
rows, and near at Hand with our Javelins. z Tis 
with thefe we formerly conquered the mo ft warlike 
Nations, fuhdued the mojt powerful Kings, laid 
wafle allAfn 3 and opened to our f elves a Way as far 
as Egypt. 

But thou, who boaflejl thy coming to extirpate 
Robbers, thou thyfelf art the greateft Robber upon. 
Earth. Thou haft plundered all Nations thou over- 
eameft. Thou haft pojfeffed thyfelj of Lydia , invaded 
Syria, Perfia, and Bactriana : Thou art forming a 
Ijefign to march as far as India ; and thou now 
come/f hither to feize upon our Herds of Cattle. The 
great PoffeJJions thou haft, only make thee covet more 
eagerly what thou haft not. Doft thou not fee how 
long the Ba&rians have checked thy Progrefs ? Whilft 
thou art ftibduing thefe, the Sogdii break into open 
Rebellioh ; and Pi Story ferves thee only as Fuel to 
light up a frejh W ir. 



become Greeks, who fign their Treaties, and call 
upon the Gods to wit fiefs them ; but, with L egard to 
us, our Religion confijls in being ftneere, and keep- 
ing the Promifes we have made. That Man, who is 
not afhamed to break his Word with Men, is not 
afhamed of deceiving the Gods ; and of what Ufe 
could Frie?ids be to thee, whom thou couldeft not trufl '4 
Conjider, that we will guard both Europe atid Afia 
for thee. We extend as far as Thrace, and are 
told, that this Country is contiguous to Macedonia. 
The River Iaxarches only divides us from Badtriana. 
Thus we are thy Neighbours, on both Sides. Con- 
jider, therefore, whether thou wilt have us for 
Friends, or for Enemies. 

Thus fpake the Barbarian : To whom the King 
made but a very fhort Anfwerj That he would take 
Advantage both of his own good Fortune, and their 
Counfel ; of his good Fortune, by fill continuing to 
rel/ upon it ; and of their Counfel, by not attempt- 
ing any Thing raply. Having difmifs'd the Em- 
bafTadors, his Army went on the Rafts, which, 
by this Time, were got ready. In the Front, he 
plac'd fuch as carry'd Bucklers, and made them 
kneel down, the better to fecure themfelves from 
the Arrows of the Enemy. Behind thefe were 
thofej who fet up the Engines for hurling Arrows 
and Stones, cover'd on all Sides with Soldiers, 
arm'd Cap-a-pee. The Reft, who follow'd after 
the Engines, had their Shields fix'd together over 
their Heads, in Form of a Tortoife, by which 
they defended the Sailors, who wore Corflets. 
The like Order and Difpofltion was obferv'd in 
the other Rafts, or Floats, which carry'd the 
Horfe. 



Crofs but the Iaxarthes, and then thou wilt be- 
hold the great Extent of our Plains. 'Twill be in 
vain for thee to purfue the Scythians j and I defy 
thee ever to overtake them. Our Poverty will be 
more aclive than thy Army, loaded with the Spoils 
of fo many Nations j and y when thou fhalt fancy us 
at a great Diftance^ thou wilt fee us rujh fuddenly 
on thy Camp j for %ue purfue % and fly from our Ene- 
mies, with equal Speed. I am informed, that the 
Greeks fpeak feflingly of the Scythian Solitudes ; 
and that it is even become a Proverb : But we are 
fonder of our Defarts, than of thy great Cities, 
and fruitful 'Plains. Let mi then obfervc to thee, 
that Fortune is flippery ; hold her fqft, there- 
fore, for Fear fhe fhould efcapc thee. Put a C urb 
to thy Felicity, if thou dejirefl to have her at thy 
Difpofah 

If thou art a God, thou ought eft to do Good to 
Mortals, and not deprive them of their Poffcfjions : 
If thou art a mere Man, rejlecl always on what thou 
art. Thofe whom thou dojl not mole/f, will be thy 
true Friends ; the ftrongeft Friendjhips being con- 
trail cd between Equals \ and they are efteemed E~ 
rjuals, who have not. tried their Stre?igth one againjl 
the other : But, do ?iot imagine, that thofe , whom 
thou conquer eft, can love thee ; for* there's no fuch 
Thing as Friendfhip betzveen a Mafter and his 
Slave ; and a forced Peace is Joon followed by a 
iFar. 

To conclude, do not fancy that the Scythians will 
take an Oath in their concluding an Alliance. The 
only Oath among them, is to keep their Word with- 
out j wearing. Sucb Cautions as thefe do, indeed, 



The Army found great Difficulty in eroding. 
Every Thing confpir'd to intimidate them } the 
Clamour and Confufion, that are infeparable from 
fuch an Enterpme j the Rapidity ot the Stream, 
which carry'd away every Thing with in , and the 
Sight of a numerous Army drawn up in Battle- 
Array, on the oppofite Shore. However, the Pre- 
fence of Alexander* who was ever the foremofl i n 
rufhing upon Dangers, made them neglect their 
own Safety, and be concern'd for his only. As 
foon as the Macedonians began to draw near the 
Shore, they, who carry'd Shields rofe up together, 
when hurling their Javelins with a ftrong Arm, 
every Weapon they threw did Execution. When 
they perceiv'd, that the Enemy, overpower'd 
with that Shower of Shafts, began to retire, and 
draw their Horfes back, they lcap'd on the Shore 
with incredible Swiftnefs, and, animating one 
another, charged the Enemy withVigour. In this 
Difordcr, the Troopers, whofe Horfes were ready 
bridled, ruhYd upon the Enemy, and quite broke 
them. The King could not be heard, by Reafon 
of the Faintnefs of his Voice ; but the Example 
he fet fpoke for him. And now nothing was heard 
in the Macedonian Army but Shouts of Joy and 
Victory, they charging the Barbarians with the 
utmoft Fury. The latter not being able to ftand 
fo fierce an Onfct, fled as faft as their Horfes could 
carry them ; for thefe were the Cavalry only.Tho* 
the King was very weak, he, ncverthelefs, purfu'd 

them briskly a long Way, till being, at laft, quite 
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fpent, he w\is obliged to ftop. 
ing his Troops to purfue them, as long as they 
could fee, he withdrew to the Camp, in order to 
repofe himfelf, and wait the Return of his Forces. 
The Macedonians had already gone beyond the 
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Boundaries, or Limits of Bacchus, which were 
mark'd ouc by great Scones ranged pretty clofe 
one to the other and by great Trees, the Trunks 
of which were covered with Ivy. However, the 
Heat of the Purfuic carry'd them {till farther, 
and they did not return back into the Camp till 
after Midnight; having kilPd a great Number of 
the Enemy, and taken many more Prifoners, with 
Eighteen "hundred Horfes, all which they drove 
before them. On Alexander's Side, there were but 
Sixty Troopers llain, and about an Hundred Foot, 
with a Thoufand wounded. Alexander fent back 
to the Scythians, all their Prifoners without Ran- 
fom, to {hew, that not Animofny, but a Thirft 
of Glory, had prompted him to wage War againft 
fo valiant a Nation. 

The Report of this Victory, and much more 
the Clemency, which the King indulg'd the Van- 
quifhM, greatly increas'd his Reputation. The 
Scythians had always been confider'd as invincible; 
but, after their Defeat, itwasown'd, that every 
Nation in the World ought to yield to the Ma- 
cedonians. The Saca, who were a powerful Na- 
tion, fent an Embaify to Alexander, by which they 
Submitted themfelvcs to him, and requeued his 
Friendship. The Scythians themfelves made an 
Apology, by their Embafladors ; throwing the 
whole Blame of what had happen'd on fome few 
Perfons, and declaring likewife, that they were 
ready to obey all the Commands of the Victorious 

Prince. 

Alexander, being fo happily freed from the 
Care and Trouble of this important War, bent his 
whole Thoughts on Maracanda % in which the 
Traitor Spitamcnes had fortify *d himfelf* At the 
flrft News of the Approach of Alexander, he fled 
away, and withdrew himfelf into Baclriana. The 
King purfu'd him thither, but defpairing to 
come up with him, he return'd back, and fack'd 
Stgdiana, which is watered by the River Polyti- 
mctus. 

Among others of the Sogdii, who were taken 
Prifoners, there were Thirty young Men, well- 
lhap'd, and very comely, and the greateft Lords 
in the Country. Thefe being told, that they were 
led to Execution by Alexander's Command, began 
to chant forth Songs of Joy, to leap, and dance, 
discovering all the Indications of an immoderate 
Joy. The King, furpriz'd to fee them go to Death 
with fo much Gaiety, had them brought before 
him 5 when he ask'd them, how they came to 
break into fuch Tranfports of Joy, when they faw 
Death before their Eyes. 'I' hey anfwer'd, that 
they ihould have been afflicted, had any other 
Perfon but himfelf put them to Death ; but, as 
they would be reftorM to their Anceltors, by the 
Command of fo great a Monarch, who had van- 
quish 'd all N.itions, they blcfs'd this Death; a 
Death fo glorious, that the braveft Men would 
w i ill to die the fame. Alexander, admiring cheir 
Magnanimity, ask'd, whether they would defire 
to be pardoifd, upon Condition that they Ihould 
n? longer be his Enemies: They anfwer'd, he 
might be aifur'd they had never been his Ene- 
mies j but that, as he attacked them, they had 
made a Defence; and that, had they been ad- 
drefAl in a foft and gentle Manner, and not at- 



give him of their Faith and Sincerity : No other 

(anfwer'd they) but the fame Life we receive /torn 

your Goodncfs, and which we /hall always be ready 

to give back* whenever you jhall require it. And, 

indeed, they were as good as their Word : Four 

of them, whom he took into his Body-Guard, 

endeavour'd to rival the Macedonians in Zeal and 
Fidelity. 

The King, after having left a fmall Number of 
Forces in Sogdiana, march'd to Baclria, where, 
having alTembled all his Generals, he commanded 
Be/Jus to be brought before them; when, after 
reproaching him for his Treachery, and caufing 
his Nofe and Ears to be cut off, he fent him to 
Ecbatana, there to fufFer whatever Punifhment the 
Mother of Darius Ihould think proper to inflict 
upon him. ^ 'Plutarch has left us an Account of 
this Execution. Several Trees were bent by main 
Force, one towards the other; and to each of 
thefe Trees, one of the Limbs of the Body of this 
Traitor was faftned. Afterwards, thefe Trees be- 
ing let return to their natural Pofition, they flew 
back with fo much Violence, that each tore away 
the Limb that was fix'd to it, and fo quarter'd 
him. The fame Punifhment is, at this Day, in- 
flifted on Perfons convicted of High-Treafon, who 
are torn to Pieces by four Horfes. 

Alexander receiv'd at this Time, both from Ma- 
cedonia and Greece, a large Number of Recruits, 
making upwards of Sixteen Thoufand Men. By 
this confiderable Reinforce men t, he was inabled 
to fubdue all thofe who had rebell'd ; and, to curb 
them for the future, he built fcveral Fortrefles in 
Margiana, 

All Things were now reftor'd to a profound 
Tranquillity. There remain'd but one ftrong Hold 
call'd 'Tetra Oxiana, or the Rock of Oxus, which 
was defended by Arimazes, a Native of Sogdiana, 
withThircyThoufand Soldiers under his Command, 
and Ammunition, and Provifions for two Years. 
This Rock, which was very high, and fteep on all 
Sides, was acceffible but by a fingle Path that was 
cut in it. The King, after viewing the FortrefTes, 
was a long Time m Sufpence whether he fhould 
befiege it ; but, as it was his Character, to feek for 
the Marvellous in all Things, and attempt Impof- 
fibilities, he refolv'd to try if he could not over- 
come, on thisOccafion, Nature itfelf, which feem'd 
to have fortify'd this Rock, in fuch a Manner, as 
had rendred it abfolutely impregnable. However, 
before he form'd the Siege, he fummon'd thofe 
Barbarians, but in very mild Terms, to fubmit 
to him. Arimazes receiv'd this Offer in a very 
haughty Manner j and, after ufing feveral infulc- 
ing Exprefllons, ask'd, Whether Alexander, who 
was able to do all Things, could fly alfo; and 
whether Nature bad, on a fttdden, given him 
Wings. 

Alexander was highly exafperated at this A.n- 
fwer. He, therefore, gave Orders for felectinpr, 
from among the Mountaineers, who were in his 
Army.Threc Hundred of the moir active and dex- 
terous. Thefe being brought to him, he addrefs'd 
them thus : It was in your Company, br ave young 
Men, that I /lor me d fuch Jfrong Holds, as taste 
thought impregnable-, that I made my Way ovct 



dreh'd in a loft and gentle Manner, and not at- Mountains covered with eternal Snozvs ; crojfedRi- 

tack'd by Force and Violence, they would have vers, and broke through the Pajjes of Cilicia. This 

vy\\ with him in Politenefa and Gcnerofity. The Rock, which you fee, has but one Outlet, which alone 
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d them farther, what Pledge they would 



Rock, which you fee, has but otic Outlet, which alone 

is defended by the Barbarians, who ncg let I every ot/.u r 
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7 art. There is no Ifatcb, or Ccntincl, except on 
that Side which faces our Camp. If you fearch very 
narrowly, you certainly will meet with fome 'Path, 
that leads to the Top of the Rock. Nothing has been 
■made jo inacceffible by Nature, as not to be fur- 
mounted by Valour*? and it zvas only by our attempt- 
ing, iv hat 710 one before had Hopes of compajjing, 
that iuc have poffejfed ourfehes of Ah'a. Get up to 
the Summit, and when you Jhall have made y ourfehes 
Wafers of it, fet up a white Standard there as a 
Signal j and be a [fa red, that I then will certainly 
dif engage jou from the Enemy, and draw them upon 
my f elf, by making a Diver J ion. At the fame Time, 
that the King gave out this Order, he made them 
the moft noble Promifes 5 but the pleafing him, 
was look'd upon by them as the greatett of all 
Rewards. Fir'd, therefore, with the nobleft Ar- 
dor, and fancying they had already reached the 
Top, they fet out ; after having provided them- 
felves with Iron Wedges to drive into the Stones, 
with Cramp-Irons, and thick Ropes. 

The King went round the Mountain with them, 
and commanded them to begin their March, at 
the fecond Watch of the Night, by that Part, 
which fhould feem to them of eafieft Accefs ; be- 
feeching the Gods to guide their Steps. They then 
took Provifions for two Days ; and being arm'd 
with Swords and Javelins only, they began to 
afcend the Mountain, walking fomeTime on Foot; 
afterwards, when it was neceffary for them to 
climb, fome fore'd their Wedges into the Stones, 
which projected forwards, and, by that Means, 
rais'd themfelves ; others thruft their Cramp-irons 
into the Stones that were frozen, to keep them- 
felves from falling in fo llippery a Way j in fine, 
others driving in their Wedges with great Strength, 
anade them ferve as fo many Scaling - Ladders. 
They fpent the whole Day in this Manner, hang- 
ing againft the Rock, and exposed to numerous 
Dangers and Difficulties ; being oblig'd to ftruggle 
at the fame Time, with Snow, Cold, and Wind. 
Neverthelefs, the hardeft Task was yet to come $ 
and the farther they advane'd, the higher the 
Hock feem'd to rife. But, that which cerrifytf 
them rnoft, was the fad Spe&acle, of fome of their 
Comrades falling down Precipices ; whofe unhap- 
py Fate was a Warning to them, of what they 
themfelves might expe£t. Notwithftanding this 
they ftill advane'd forward, and exerted them- 
felves fo vigoroufly, that, in Spite of all thefe 
Difficulties, they, at la ft, got to the Top of the 
Rock. They were then all incxpreffibly weary, 
sind many of them had even loft the Ufc of fome 
of their Limbs. Night and Droufincfs came upon 
them at the fame Time, fo that, difperfing them- 
felves in fuch diftant Parts of the Rock, as were 
free from Snows, they laid down in them, and 
Jlept till Day-break. At laft, waking from a deep 
Sleep, and looking on all Sides, to difcover the 

Place where fo many People could lie hid, they 
faw Smoke below them, which difcovcr'd the 
Haunt of the Enemy. They then put up the Sig- 
nal, as had been agreed ; and their whole Com- 
pany drawing up, Thirty two were milling, who 
had loft their Lives in the Afccnt. 



In the mean Time, the King, equally fir'd with 
a Defire of ftorming the Fortrefs, and (truck with 
the vifible Dangers to which thofe Men were ex- 
pos'd, continu'd on Foot the whole Dav, ga/.ii.rr 
upon the Rock, and he himfelf did not retire ti> 
Reft till dark Night. The next Morning, by 
Peep of Day, he was the fir ft who perceived the 
Signal. Neverthelefs, he was ftiii in Doubt whe- 
ther he might truft his Eyes, becaufe of the faife 
Splendor which breaks out at Day-break ; but the 
Light in creating, he was fure of what he faw. 
Sending, therefore, for Cophes, who before, by his 
Command, had founded the Barbarians, he dil- 
patch'd him a fecond Time, with an Exhortation 
to think better of the Matter ; and, in Cafe, they 
fhould ftill depend upon the Strength of the Place, 
he was then order'd to (hew them the Band of Men 
behind their Backs, who were got to the Summit 
of the Rock. Cophes employ'd all the Arguments 
paiTible, to engage Arimazes to capitulate ; re- 
prefenting to him, that he would gain the King's 
Favour, in Cafe he did not interrupt, the mighty 
Defigns he was meditating, by obliging him to 
make fome Stay before that Rock. Arimazes then 
fent a haughtier, and more infolent Anfwer than 
before, and commanded him to retire : When 
Cophes taking him by the Hand, defir'd he would 
come out of the Cave with him $ which the Bar- 
barian doing, he Ihew'd him the Macedonians polled 
over his Head, and faid, in an infulting Tone of 
Voice, Tou fee now that Alexander'.* Soldiers have 
Wings. In the mean Time, the Trumpets were 
heard to found in every Part of the Macedonian 
Camp, and the whole Army ftiouted aloud, and 
cry'd, Viclory. Thefe Things, tho' of little Con- 
ference in themfelves, neverthelefs, as it often 
happens, threw the Barbarians into fo great a 
Confternation, that, without once reflecting, how 
few v/ere got to the Summit, they thought them- 
felves loft. Upon this Cophes was recall'd, and 
there were fent back with hirn,Thirty of theChieis 
among the Barbarians, who agreed to furrondcr 
up the Place, upon Condition only, that their Lives 
might befpar'd: The King, however, notwith- 
ftanding the ftrong Oppofition he might ftill meer 
with, was fo cxalperated at the Haughtinefs of 
Arimazes, that he rcfus'd to grant them any Terms 
of Capitulation. A 'blind and rafli Confidence in 
his own good Fortune, which had always prefcrv'd 
the fame Tenor, made him infenfiblc of every 
Danger : Arimazes, on the other Side, blindctl 
by Fear, and concluding himfelf abfolutely Jolt, 
came down, with his Relations, and the principal 
Nobility of the Country, into Alexander's Camp. 
But this Prince, who was not Matter of his Anger, 
forgetting what the Laws of Sincerity and Hu- 
manity requir'd, on this Occafion, caus'd them all 
to be fcourged with Rods, and afterwards to be 
fix'd to Crotfes, at the Foot of the fame Rode. 
The Multitudes of People who furrender'd, with 
all the Booty, were given to the Inhabitants of tho 
Cities, which had been newly founded in thole 
Parts ; and Artabazus was left Governor of the 
Rock* and the whole Province round it. 
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Yifdf afterwards ' 7 He conquers divers Places ; Ma) 
bom be fills in Love, at an Entertainment ; He 

ificr the Manner of th 



cedonians are dijguftcd thereat ; Callifthenes, the Pbilofopber, otfofes it in a j 
Which cojls him his Life ; Alexander fcts out for India • Some Account of 
try; He takes divers Cities , which were thought impregnable; Crojfes the 
and Hydafpes ; Two Kings fubmit to him ; Porus, a Third, gallantly ; 
defeated in a ptctid Battle, and taken Prifoner ; Alexander treats hi>> 
Humanity, and Gcneroftty. 
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ALEXANDER having fubdu'd the 
Majjaget* and the Doha, enter'd Baza* 
ria 5 id which Province were a great Num- 
ber of large Parks, ftock'd with Deer, where the 
King took the Diverfion of hunting, in "which he 
was cxpos'd to very great Peril 5 for a Lion of an 
enormous Size, advane'd diredly to him, but he 
killd him wich a fingle Thruft. Although A- 
hxander came off victorious, upon this Occafion, 
the Macedonians , who were juttly alarm'd at the 
Danger which he had run, and the whole Army 
in his Perfon, gave Orders, purfuant to the Cui- 
tom of their Country, that the King fliould go 
no more a-hunting on Foot, and without being 
^tended by fomc of his Courtiers and Officers. 
They were fenfible, that a King is not born for 
his own Sake, but for that of his Subjects ; that 
he ought to be careful of his own Perfon for their 
Sakes, and referve his Courage for other Dangers ; 
and that the being famous for killing wild Beafts 
(a Reputation unworthy a great Prince) ought 
not to be purchas'd fo dear. 

From thence he advane'd to Maracanda, where 
he queird fome Tumults, which had broke out in 
that Country 5 and Jrtabazus requefting to be dif- 
char^ed from the Government of that Province, 
by Rcaicm of his great Age, he appointed Clitus 
his SuccelTor. He was an old Officer, who had 
fought under Philip, and lignalia'd himfelf on fe- 
veral Occafio.is. Ic was he, who in the Battle of 
Cramcusy as Alexander was fighting with his Hel- 
met cloven, and Rhcfaccs had his Arm lilted up, 
in order to ftrikc him behind, covered the Kin~ 
witd hib Shield, and kill'd the Barbarian. Ha t 
ianitey his Siller, had nurs'd Alexander ; and he 
lov'd her with as much Tendernefs, as if flic had 
been his own Mother. As the King, from thefe 
fevcrni Conliderations, had a very great Rcfpcft 
for Clitus he int rutted him with the Govern- 
rv nt of one of the mod important Provinces of 
his hmpiu i a mi order'd him to fet out the next 

'I'he Kvc:.is££ before his Djparturc, Clitus wa* 
i.vvireil loan Ivutertainmen:, in which the King, 
a'? >i 'Jvir.kifi.r immodjn.tely, began to celebrate 




his own Exploits ; and was fo exceffively lavifli 
of Self-Commendation, that he even fhock'd thofe 
very Perfons who knew that he fpoke Truth. How- 
ever, the oldeft Men in the Company held their 
Peace, till beginning to depreciate the warlike 
Afts of Philip, he boafted, That the famous Viclory 
of Charon ea 5 was won by bis Means ; and that the 
Glory of fo immortal a Battle , had been torn from 
him by the Malice and Jealoufy of his Father. That, 
in the InfurrecJion, which broke out between the 
Macedonians and mercenary Greeks, Philip, fai?it- 
ing away after the Wounds he had received in that 
Tumult, had laid himfelf on the Ground; and could 
not think of a better Method to fave himfelf, than 
by lying as though he were dead j that, on this Oc- 
cafion % he had covered him with his Shield, and killed 
with his own Hands thofe who attempted to rufh up- 
on him } but that his Father could never prevail upon 
himfelf to confefs this Circumjtance ingenuoufly 5 be- 
ing ve»*d that he ow'd his Life to his own Son. That 
in the War againfi the Illyrians, he was the only 
fPerfon who had done any Thing ; Philip having had 
no manner of Share in it ; and hearing of the De- 
feat of the E?iemy, no otherwife than by the Letters 
he fent him.. That the Perfons worthy of Praife, 
were not fucb as initiated themjelvcs in the Myjie- 
ries of r/x^Samothracians, when they ought to have 
laidwajle all Afia with Fire and Sword; but thofe 
who had atehieved fuch mighty Exploits as exceeded 
all Credit. 

Thefe, and fuch like Difcour/es, were very pica- 
Zing to the young Men, but very fhocking to thofe 
advane'd in Years, efpecially for the Sake of Phi" 
lip, under whom they had fought many Years. 
Clitus, in particular, who alfo was intoxicated, 
turning about to thofe who fat under him atTabk, 
quoted to them a Paflage from Euripides $ but in 
fuch a Manner, that the King could only hear his 
Voice, and not the Words diftinftly. The Senfe 
of this Paflage was, That the Greeks had done very 
wrong, in ordaining) that in (he Infer ipt ions en- 
graved on Trophic s y the Names -of the Kings, only. 
Jhould he mentioned \ hecaufe, by this A Jeans, brave 
Men were robb\l of the Glory they had pur chafed 
with theit Mood. The King, however., jufpecTin^ 

Clitul 
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CHtus had let drop fome difobliging Exprefiions, 
ask'd chofe who fac neareft him, what he had faid ; 
and as no one anfwer'd, Clitus, raifing his Voice 
by Degrees, began to relate the Actions of Philip, 
and his Wars in Greece ; preferring them to what- 
ever was doing at that Time; which created a 
great Difpute between the young and old Men. 
The King was prodigioufly vex'd in his Mind, 
but neverthelefs fiifled his Refentment, and feem'd 
to liftcn very patiently to all CHtus fpokc to his 
Prejudice. 'Tis even probable, he would have 
quite curb'd his Paflion, had Clitus ftopt there; 
but the latter growing more and more infolent, as 
though he were determin'dto exafperate and infult 
the King, went fuch lengths, as to defend Parme- 
nio publickly 5 and to atfert, that the deftroying 
of Thebes, was but trifling, in comparifon of the 
Vi£lory, which Philip had gain'd over the Athe- 
nians ; and that the old Macedonians, though fome- 
times unfuccefsful, were greatly fuperior to thofe, 
who were fo rafh as to defpife them. 

Hereupon, Akxa?ider telling him, that in giv- 
ing Cowardife the Name of ill Fortune, he was 
pleading his own Caufe ; Clitus rofe up, and his 
Eyes fparkling with Wine and Anger, <c 'Tis, 
" neverthelefs, this Hand, (faid he to him, ex- 
* c tending it at the fame Time) that fav'd your 
* f Life at the Battle of Granicus. 'Tis the Blood 



Macedonians^ who 
*' are accus'd of Cowardife, that rais'd you to this 
** Grandeur; but the tragical End or Parmenio 
*' fliews, what Reward they and myfelf may ex- 
« c peft for all our Services." This laft Reproach 
ftung Alexander: However, he ftill reftrain'd his 
Paflion, and only commanded him to leave the 
Table. * r He is in the right (fays CHtus, as he 
« c rofe up) not to bear, at this Table, Men who 
* c are independent, and incapable of fpeaking 
* f Falfities ! He'll do well to pafs his Life among 
* c Barbarians and Slaves, who will be proud to 
*' worfhip his Perfian Girdle, and his white Robe." 
The King, no longer able to fupprefs his Rage, 
fnatch'd a Javelin from one of his Guards, and 
would have kill'd Clitus on the Spot ; had not the 
Courtiers with-held his Arm, and Clitus been 
fore'd, with great Difficulty, out of the Hall : 
However, he return'd into it, that Moment, by 
another Door, tinging, with an Air of Infolence, 
Vcrfes reflecting highly on the Prince, who feeing 
the General near him, {truck him with his Jave- 
lin, and laid him dead at his Feet, crying out at 
the fame Time, Go now to Philip, to Parmenio, 
atul to Attalus. 

The Anger of the King being extinguifli'd, as 
it were, on a Sudden, in the Blood of Clitus, his 
Crime difplay'd itfelf to him, in its blacked and 
moft dreadful Light. He, had murder'd a Man, 
who had, indeed, abus'd his Ritience, burthen he 
had always ferv'd him with the utmoft Zeal and 
Fidelity ; and fav'd his Life, though he was a- 
fham'd to own it. He had that Inftanc performed 
the vile Oflicc of an Executioner, in punifhing, 
by an horrid Murder, the uttering of lome indif- 
erect Words, which might be imputed to the 
Fumes of Wine. With what Face could he ap- 
pear before the Sifter of CHtus , his Nurfe, and 
oiler her a Hand imbru'd in her Brother's Blood? 
Upon this he threw himfclf on his Friend's Body, 
forcYl out the Javelin, and would have difpatch'd 
himfclf with it; had not the Guards, who rufh'd 



in upon him, laid hold of his Hands, and forcibly 
carry'd him into his own Apartment. 

He pafs'd that Night and the next Day in Tears ; 
and after that Groans and Lamentations had quite 
wafted his Spirits, he continu'd Speechlefs, ftretcrTd 
on the Ground, and only venting deep Sighs : But 
his Friends, fearing his Silence would be fatal, 
forced into his Chamber. However, the King 
took very little Notice of the Words that were 
employ 'd to comfort him ; but Arijlander the 
Soothfayer, putting him in mind of a Dream, in 
which he had imagin'd he faw Clitus, cloath'd in 
a black Robe, and feated at Table; and declar- 
ing, that all which had then happen'd, was ap- 
pointed by the eternal Decree of Fate, Alexander 
appear'd a little eafier in his Mind. He next was 
addrefs'd by two Philofophers> Callifthenes and 
^4?iaxarchus : The former went up to him with an 
Air of Humanity and Tendernefs, and endeavour'd 
to fupprefs his Grief, by infinuating himfelf agree- 
ably into his Mind ; and endeavour'd to bring him 
to a juft Way of thinking, by Reflections of a fo - 
lid Nature, and drawn from the very Eflence of 
Phiiofophy ; and by carefully fhunning all fuch 
Exprefiions as might renew his Affliction, and 
fret a Wound, which, as it was ftill bleeding, re- 
quir'd to be touch'd with the gentleft Hand. But 
jdnaxarchus did not obferve this Decorum ; for the 
Moment he en ter'd, he cry'd aloud, How! is this 
Alexander, on whom the Eyes of the whole World 
are fix*d ? Behold him here extended on the Floor, 
Jhedding Floods of Tears, like the meanefi Slave f 
Does not he know, that he himfeef is a fupreme Law 
to his Subjects^ that he conquered merely to raife 
himfelf, to the exalted Dignity of Lord and Sove- 
raign, and not to Jubjetf him/elf to a vain Opinion ? 
The King wasdetcrmin'd to ftarve himfelf ; fo that . 
'twas with the utmoft Difficulty that his Friends 
prevail'd with him to take a little Suftcnance ; 
whereupon, the Macedonians dcclar'd by a Decree, 
that Clitus had been very juftly kill'd ; to which 
Decree Anaxarchtis the Philofopher had given Oc- 
cafion, by aflerting, that the Will of Prince s 
the fupreme Law. Alas ! how weak are all fuch 
Reflections, againft the Cries of a juftly-alarm'd 
Confcience, which can never he quieted, either by 
Flattery or falfe Arguments ! 

It muft be confefs'd, that CHtus had committed 
a great and inexcufable Fault: 'Twas indeed his 
Duty, not to join in Difcourfes, calculated to fully 
the Glory of Philip his Benefactor ; but to flicw 
his Diflikc of what was faid, by a gloomy, but 
mournful Silence. He poflibly might have been 
allow'd to fpeak in Favour ot the late Monarch, 
provided he had cxprefs'd himfelf with Prudence 
and Moderation ; and had fuch a Refer vednefs been 
unfuccefsful, he might juftly have merited Pity, 
and would not have been criminal. But by break- 
ing into injurious and fhocking Reproaches, he quite 
forgot the veneration due to the facred C ha racier 
of Kings ; to whom, how unjuftly focver they rnay 
ac"r, not only every contemptuous and infulting 
Exprcffion is forbid, but every difrefpc£rful and 
unguarded Word ; they being the Reprcfentatives 

of God himfclf.- 

It mud:, neverthelefs, be confefs'd, that theCir- 

cumftancc of the Banquet, extenuates very much, 
or throws, in fome little Meafure, a Veil over the 
Fault of Clitus. When a Prince invites a Subject 
co a Peart; when he makes him a Companion in 

the 
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the Debauch, and he himfelf incites him Co quaff den, a violent Shower of Rain, mixM with Hail, 
immoderately •> on fuch an Occation he feems to came pouringdown like a Flood; and fo extreme 
forget his Dignity, and to permit his Subjects to was the Cold in the Country, that it froze the 
forget it alfo ; he gives a*Sanction, as it were, Rain by that Time it was fallen. The Sufferings 
to the Liberties, Familiarities, and fudden Flights of the Army, on this Occafion, v.- ere intolierablc: 
which Wine commonly infpires : And ftiould he The King alone was not to be conquer'd by theJe 
be difpleafed with a Subject for equalling himfelf Calamities, rode up and down among the Soldiers ; 
to him, he ought to blame himlelf, for having comforted and animated them ; and pointing at 
firfl rais'd a Subject fo high. A Fault committed Smoke which iffued from fome diftant Huts, in- 
under thefe Circumftances, is always a Fault ; but treated them to march to them with all the Speed 
then it ought never to be wafli'd away in the Blood pollible. Having given Orders for the felling of 
of the Offender. a great Number of Trees, and laying them in 

A certain Author compares Anger when united Heaps up and down, he had Fires made in difie- 
to Power, with Thunder; and indeed, what Ha- rent Places, and by this Means faved the Army? 
vock does it then make ? But how dreadful mult but, upwards of a choufand Men loft their Lives, 
it be, when join'd with Drunkennefs ! We fee this The King made up, to the Officers and Soldiers, 
in Alexander. How unhappy was that Prince, the fcveral Lofles they had fuftain'd, during chis 
not to have endeavourd to get the Better of thefe fatal Storm. 

two Vices in his Youth; but to have been riveted When they were recover'd fo well as to be able 
in them, from the Example of one of his Tutors? to march, he went into the Country of the Sac*, 
For 'tis alTur'd, that both were the Confequences which he foon over-run and laid watte : Soon alter 
of his Education. But what can be meaner, or this, Oxartes received him in his Palace, and in- 
more unworthy a King, than drinking toExcefs? vited him to a fumptuous Entertainment, in which 
What can be more fatal or fanguinary, than the he difplay'd all the Magnificence of the Barbarians. 
Tranfports of Anger ? Alexander, who had over- He had a Daughter call'd Roxana, a young Lady, 
come fo many Nations, was himfelf conquer'd by whofe exejuifite Beauty was heightened by all the 
thefe two Vices, which threw a Shade over the Charms or Wit and good Senfe. Alexander found 
Glory of his brighten:. Actions. The Reafon of her Charms irreliftible, and fo made her hisWifej 
this, "fays Seneca, is, he endeavour'd more to van- covering his Paflion, with the fpecious Pretence, 
quifh others, than to fubdue himfelf j not know- of uniting the two Nations, in fuch Bands, as 
ing, that to triumph over our Pa/lions, is, of all fliould heighten their mutual Harmony ; by blend- 
Conquefts, the moft glorious. iag their Interefts, and throwing down all Diftino 

Arter continuing ten Days mMaraca?ida, in or- tions, between the Conquerors and the Conquer'd. 
der to recover his Spirits, Alexander march'd into This Marriage difpleas'd^ the Macedonia?is very 
Jic?iippa, a Province bordering upon Scythian much ; and exafperated his chief Courtiers, to lee 
whither fome Rebels were retir'd, all whom he him rnake one of his Slaves his Father-in-JLaw : 
fubjected, and gave them a free pardon. From But as, after his murdering Clitus, no one dar'd 
thence he fet forward with his Army, towards the to fpeak to him with Freedom, they applauded 
Rock CborienJ/s, of which Syjimethres was Gover- with their Eyes and their Countenances, which 
nor. All Accefs to it feem'd absolutely impradti- can adapt themfel ves wonderfully well to Flattery 
cable j ncvcrthelefs, he at laft got near to it, after and a fervile Complacency. 

having pafs'd through numberlefs Difficulties ; and, In fliort, having refolv'd to march into India, 
by the Mediation of Oxartcs, a Prince of that and embark from thence on the Indian Ocean, he 
Country, who had adher'd to Alexander y he pre- commanded, (that nothing might be left behind 
vail'd with Syjimethres to furrender. The King, to check his Defigns) thirty thoufand young Men 
after this, left him the Government of that Place, to be brought him, all completely arm'd, out of 
and promised him very great Advantages, in cafe the fcveralProvinces, to ferve him, at the lame 
he continued faithful. Time as Hoftages and Soldiers : In the mean while, 

He had refolv'd to attack the TDaha, becaufe he fent Craterus againft fome of the Rebels, whom 
Spitamenes, the Chief of the Rebels, was among he eafily defeated. Poly [per chon like wife fubdu'd 
them ; but the Felicity which always attended him, a Country call'd Bubacenc 5 fo that all Things be- 
fpar'd him that Labour: The Wife of that Bar- ing in perfect Tranquillity, Alexander bent his 
b avian, being no longer able to bear the vagabond whole Thoughts upon carrying on War with India. 
wretched Lilc, her Husband fore'd her to lead ; This Country was look'd upon as the richeft in the 
nnd having often intrcated him, but in vain, to World, not only in Gold, but in Pearls and pre- 
j'urrender himfelf to the Conqueror, herfclf mur- cious Stones, with which the Inhabitants adorn ' 
der'd him in the Night j and, quite cover'd with thcmfelves, but with more Luxury than Graccful- 
his Blood, went and carry'd his Head to the King; nefs. Twas related, that the Swords of the Sol- 
who being fhock'd at this horrid Spectacle, order'd diers were of Gold and Ivory 5 and the King, then 
her to be driven ignominioufly from the Camp. the greatcft Monarch in the World, being deter- 

Alexander, after having drawn his Army out of min'd not to yield to any Pcrfon whatfoever, in 
the Garrifons, where they had wintcr'd three any Circumftance, caus'd the Swords of his Sol- 
Months, march'd towards a Country call'd Gabez: diers to be fet off with Silver Plates; put golden 
In his Way, he met with a dreadful Storm. Flafhcs Bridles to the Horfes; had the Coats or Mail 
of Lightning, coming thick one upon the other, hcighten'd with Gold and Silver, and prepared to 
dazzled the Eyes of the Soldiers, and made them march for this Enterprise, at the Head of an hun- 
quitc defpond. It thundcr'd almolt inceiTuntly, dred and twenty thoufand Men, all ecjuip'd with 
and the Thunder-bolts fell, every Moment, at the the Magnificence above defcrib'd. 
Feet of the Soldiers ; fo chat they did not dare ei- All Things being ready for their fetring our, I.e 
i her to ftand llilJ, or advance forward. On a Sud- thought proper to reveal the Deli^n he had fo lung 

metli- 
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meditated, viz. to have divine Honours paid him; he ufed ofcen to repeat the following Vcrfe of 
and he was then reflecting only on the Methods Homer to him ; 

how to put this Defign in Execution. He was re- My Son, thy Freedom will contract thy Span. 
folv'd, not only to be cali'd, but to be believ'd, and his Prediction was but roo true, 
the Son or* Jupiter, as though it had been poflible This Philofophcr feeing that every one on this 
for him to command as abfolutely over the Mind, Occafion, continued in a deep Silence, and that the 
as over the Tongue j and that the Macedonians Eyes of the whole Allembly were fix'd on him, 
would condefcend to fall proftrate, and worfhip rnade a Speech, which appears to us juft enough : 
him after the Perfian Manner. However, it ofcen happens, when a SubjecT: ib 

To footh and cherifh thefe ridiculous Pretend- bound in Duty, to oppofe the Inclinations of his 
ons, there were not wanting Flatterers, chofe com- Sovereign, that the malt cautious and molt le- 
mon Pefts of Courts, who are more dangerous to fpe£lful Zeal is look'd upon as infolencc and Re- 
Princes, than the Arms of their Enemies. The beliion. c< Had the King, faid he, been prelenn 
Macedonians, indeed, would not ftoop to this bafe " when thou madeft thy Speech, none among u.-. 
Adulation; all of them, to a Man, refufing to €e would then have attempted to anfwer thee; for 
vary, in any Manner, from the Cuftoms of their " he himfelf would have interrupted thee, and 
Country: The whole Evil was owing to fome " not have fuffer'd thee, to prompt him CO aflame 
Greeks, whofe depraved Manners were a Scandal " the Cuftoms of Barbarians, in calling an Odi- 
to their Profeflion, that of teaching Virtue, and te um on his Perfon and Glory, by Co lervile an 
the Sciences. Thefe, though the mean Refufc of " Adulation. But fince he is abfene. Ml anfv.cr 
Greece, were in greater Credit with the King, than cc thee in his Name. 1 look upon Alexander a.s 
either the Princes of his Blood, or the Generals " worthy of all the Honours that can be paid a 
of his Army I 'Twas fuch Creatures as thefe that €C Morral ; but there is a Difference between the 
placed him in the Skies; and publiuVd wherever *' Worfliip cf the Gods and that of Men. The 
they came, that Hercules, Bacchus, Cajlor and " former includes Temples, Altars, Prayers and 
Pollux, would refign their Seats to this new Deity. %€ Sacrifices * the latter is confih'd to Prailes only. 
He, therefore, appointed a Feftival, and made €t and awful Refpeft. We falute the latter, and 
an incredibly pompous Banquet, to which he in- ,c look upon it as glorious to pay them Submif- 
vited the greatelt Lords of his Court, both Mace- €€ ^on, Obedience* and Fidelity; but we adore 
donians and Greeks, with moft of the higheft Qua- €€ the Former ; we appoint Feftivals to their Ho- 
lity among the Perfians. With thefe he fat down €t nour, and fing Hymns and fpiritual Songs to 
at Table, for fome Time, after wjjhich he with- €€ their Glory, The Worfliip of the Gods does 
drew? when Cleon, one of his Flatterers, began to " itfelf vary, according to their Rank j and the 
fpeak, and expatiated very much on the Praifes <€ Homage we pay to Caflor and Pollux, is not 
of the King, as had before been agreed upon. t€ like that we offer up to Mercury and Jupiter. 
He made a long Detail of the high Obligations '* We muft not, therefore, confound all Things, 
they had to him, all which (he obferved) they '* either by bringing down the Gods to the Con- 
might acknowledge, and repay at averyeafy Ex- ** dition of Mortals, or by railing a Mortal to the 
pence, merely with two Grains of Incenfe, which ** State of a God. Alexander would be juftly of- 
they Ihould offer him as a God, without the leaft " fended, fliould we pay, to another Perfon, the 
Scruple, fince they believed him fuch. To this f< Homage due to his facred Perfon only s ought 
Purpofe he cited the Example of the Perfians j and cc we not to dread the Indignation of the Gods as 
took Notice, that Hercules himfelf, and Bacchus, " much, fliould we beftow, upon Mortals, the 
were not ranked among the Deities, till after they * c Honours to which they only have a juft Claim ? 
had furmounted the Envy of their Cotcmporaries 5 " l am fenfible, that our Monarch is vaftly fupe- 
adding, that in cafe the reft Ihoufd not care to pay " riot to the reft ; he is the greatcft of Kings, 
this juftice to the Merit of Alexander, he himfelf t€ and the moft glorious of all Conquerors ; but 
was refolv'd to fhew them the Way, and to wor- *' then he is a Man, not a God. To obtain this 
ihip him, if he fliould come into the Hall: But all " Title, he muft firft be diverted of his mortal 
of them muft do their Duty, efpecially thofe that " Frame ; but this ic is greatly our Intereft to wiih 
profefs'd Wifdom, who ought to ferve to the reft " may not happen, but as late as poffible. The 
as an Example, of the Veneration due to fo great t€ Greeks did not worfliip Hercules till after his 
a Monarch. « Death ; and that not till the Oracle had exprefly 

It nppear'd plainly, that this Speech was di- cc commanded it j the Perfians, therefore, are cited 
reeled to Gallijflhenes : He was related to Arijjotle, " as aa Example for our Imitation > but how long 
who had prcTcnted him to Alexander his Pupil, 4< is it that the VanquifiVd have given Law to the 
that he might attend upon that Monarch in the ** Viftor ? fs it forgot, that Alexander crofs'd the 
War of Perjia* He was look'd upon, on Account " Hcllefpont, not to fubjeft Greece to AJia, but 
of his Wifdom and Gravity, as the fitteft Perfon " Jfia to Greece ? n 

to give him fuch wholefome Counfel, as was rnoft T*he deep Silence, which all the Company ob- 
capuble of preferring him from thofe ExcefTes, to ferv'd whim Callifthtnes fpokc, was an Indication, 
which his Youth and fiery Temper might hurry in fome Meafurc, of their Thoughts ; and the 
him: But he was accus'd of not being Mafter of King, who ftood behind the Tapeftry all the Time, 
the gentle, infinuating Behaviour of Courts j and heard whatever had pafs'd. He thereupon order 'd 
of riot knowing a certain Medium, between gro- Cleon to be told, that without infilling any farther, 
veling Complaifance, and an inflexible Obftinacy. he would only require the Perfians to fall proftratc, 
Ariftotle had attempted, but to no Purpofe, to according to their ufual Cuftom j a little after 
foftcn the Severity of his Temper ; and fore feeing which ht came in, pretending he had been buficd 
the ill Confeqnenrcs, with which this difagrceable in fome Affair of Importance. Immediately the 
Liberty of (peaking his Mind might be attended, Per/tans began to worfliip him j when Polyfperchon, 
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who flood near him, dbferving that one ot' them, 
bow'd fo low that his Chin touch'd the Groand, 
bid him, in a rallying Tone of Voice, Jlrike 
harder. The King, offended at this Joke, threw 
Polyfpcrchon into Prifon, and broke up the AlTem- 
bJy ; However, he afterwards pardon'd him, but 
Callijihenes wns not to fortunate. 

To rid himfelf of him, he laid to his Charge a 
Crime, of which he was no- ways guilty ; Her mo- 
J jus, one of the young Officers, who attended up- 
on the King in ail Places, had, upon Account of 
fome private Pique, formed a Cor.fpinvcy againlt 
him ; but it was very happily difcover'd, the In- 
ftant it was to be put in Execution. The Crimi- 
nals were feiVd, put to the Torture, and executed ; 
not one among them had accused Caliijlhmcs, but 
he having been very intimate with Ha mo I jus, 
that alone was fuffkient. Accordingly he was 
thrown into a Dungeon, loaded with Irons, and 
the moft grievous Torments were inflicted on him, 
in order to extort a Confellion of Guilt: But he 
infilled upon his Innocence to the laft, and expir'd 
in the midft of his Tortures. 



* 

Infamy. It is faid in Favour of Ahxanckr, ihM 
he kiird a numberlefs Multitude ot' Pirfians, that 
he dethroned and Hew the molt powerful King of 
the Earth ; conquerd innumerable Provinces and 
Nations j piere'd to the Ocean, and extended the 
Bounds of his Empire from the molt remote Pare 
of Thrace* to the Extremities of the Eaji : InAn- 
fwer to each of chefe Particulars, Yes, lays Senecti) 
but be Jleiv CaJlifthenes ; a Crime of fo heinous** 
Nature, that it quite effaces the Glory of all his 
other Actions. 



Nothing has reflected fo much Di (honour on 
the Memory of Alexander, as this unjuit and cruel 
Death of Cjllijlkenes. He truly merited the Name 
of Philofopher, from the Solidity of his Under- 
ftanding. the Extent of his Knowledge, the Au- 
fterity of his Life, the Regularity of his Conduct j 
and above all, from the Hatred, he fo manifeftly 
lhew'd to Dilli mulation and Flattery of every Kind. 
He was not born for Courts, the Frequenters of 
which mult have a fupple, pliable, flexible Turn 
of Mind , fometimes it muff be of a kriavilh, and 
treacherous, at leaft of an hypocritical, flattering 
Caff. He very feldom was leen at the King's Ta- 
ble, though frequently invited to it; and when? 
ever he prevail'd fo far upon himfelf, as to go 
thither, his melanchblly, filent Air, was a mani- 
feft Indication, that he difapproved of every Thing 
that was faid and done at it. With this Humour, 
which was a little too fevere, he would have been 
an inestimable Jewel, had he been poflefs'd by a 
Prince who hated Falfhood ; for among the many 
Thoufands who furrounded Alexander , and paid 
Court to him, Callijihenes onJy had Courage enough 
to tell him the 1 ruth. But where do we meet 
with Princes, who know the Value of fuch a Jewel, 
and the l/fe which ought to be made of it ? Truth 
feldom pierces thofe Clouds, which are rais'd by 
the Authority of the Great, and the Flattery of 
their Courtiers. And indeed Alexander , by this 
dreadful Example, depriv'd all virtuous Men, of 
the Opportunity of exhorting him to thofe Things 
which were for his true Intereft. From that In- 
ffant, no one fpoke with Freedom in the Council ; 
even thofe, who had the greateft Love for the 
publick Good, and a perfonal Affection for Alex- 
wider, thought themfelves notoblig'd to undeceive 
him. After this, nothing was liften'd to but Flat- 




After this inhuman and unjuft Afrion, Alexander 
to flop the Murmurs, and Difcontenrs which arbfe 
among his Soldiers, fet out for India : Nay, he 
himfelf wanted Aclion and Motion; for he al- 
ways, wlicn unemploy'd, loft Part of the Glory 
he had acquir'd in W ar. An Excefs of Vanity 
and Folly prompted him to undertake this Expe- 
dition ; a l;efign quite ufelefs in itfelf* and attend- 
ed with very dangerous Confequences. He had 
read, in the ancient Fables of Greece, that Bacchus 
and Hercules, both fons of Jupiter, (as himfelf 
was call'd) had inarch'd fo far : He was determin'd 
not to be furpafs'd by them ; and there were not 
wanting Flatterers, who applauded this wild, 
chimerical Defign. 

Thcfc are the Things that conftitute the Guy- 
ana! Merit of thofe pretended Heroes ; and 'tis this 
which many People, dazzled by a falfe Splendor, 
Hill admire in Alexander \ a ridiculous Deflre of 
rambling up and down the World; of difturbing 
the Tranquillity of Nations, who were not bound 
to him by any Obligations 5 of treating all thofe 
as Enenves, who Ihould refufe to acknowledge 
him for their Sovereign ; of ranfacking and ex- 
tirpating fuch as fhould prefume to defend their 
Liberties, their Pofleflions, and their Lives, againft 
an unjuft Invader, who came from the Extremity 
of the Earth to annoy them, without the lea It 
Shadow of Reafon. Add to this glaring fnjuftice, 
the rafh and fturJid Defign he had form'd, of fub- 
duing with infinite Toil, and the utmoft Hazardi 
many more Nations, than it was poflible for him 
to keep in Subjection; and the /ad Neceflity td 
which he was redue'd, of being perpetually oblig- 
ed to conquer them a-ncw, and punilh them for 
their Rebellion. This is a Sketch of the Picture* 
which the Conqueft of India will exhibit to us ; 
after we (hall have given fome little Account of 
the Situation and Manners of that Country, and 
fome of it Curiofities. 

Ptolomy divides India into two Parts : India on 
this, and India on the other Side of the Ganges; 
Alexander did not go beyond the former, nor even 
fo far as the Ganges. This firtt Part is ficdated 
between two great Rivers; the Indus, whence thi 
Country receives its Name, and the Ganges. Pto- 
lomy fays, the Limits of it are, to *he Wcjl, Pa- 
ropamifus, Arachofta, and Gedrofta, which either 
form a Part, or arc upon the Confines of the King- 
dom of Pcrfia : To the North, Mount Imaus^ 



s 



having Adoration paid him, the moft virtuous 
Alan that was near his Perfon. 

We muft obferve, after Seneca, that the Death 
of Callijihenes is an eternal Reproach to Alexander, 
and fo horrid a Crime, that no Quality, how 
beautiful foever, no warlike Action, though of 
the molt confpicuous kind, can ever wipe away its 



which is Part of Great Tartary : To the Eajr, the 
Ganges : To the South, the Ocean or Indian Sea* 

All the Indians are free; and, like the Laccdkc- 
monians^ have no Slaves among them : The only 
Difference is, the latter ma ke ufe of foreign Sla ves, 
whereas there are none in India, They don't crc£t 
any Monuments in Honour of the Dead, but are 
of Opinion, that the Reputation of illurtrious Men 
is their MaufoLeum. 

They 
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They may be divided into feven Clafles. The 
firft, and moft honourable, chough the fmalleft, 
is that of the Brachmans ; who are, as it were, 
the Guardians of Religion. We fliall have Oo 
cafton to mention them, in the Sequel. 

The fecond, and the greateft, is that of the 
Husbandmen : They are had in great Veneration. 
Their onJy Employment is to plough the Fields, 
and they are never taken from this Employment, 
to carry Arms, and. ferve in the Field, in War- 
Time : It is an inviolable Law, never to molelt 
tKem, or their Lands. 

The -third, is that of Herdfmen and Shep- 
herds, who fuperintend Herds and Flocks, and 
never come into Cities. They rove up and down 
the. Mountains, and often exercife themfelves in 
Hunting. 

The fourth, is of Traders and Artificers, among 
whom Pilots and Seamen are included. Thefe 
three lad Orders pay a Tribute to the King; and 
none are exempt from it, but thofe who make 
Arms; who, inftead of paying any Thing, receive 
a Stipend from the Publick. 

The fifth, is of Soldiers, whofe only Employ- 
ment is War : They are furniuVd with all Sorts of 
NecefTaries; and, in Time of Peace, are abun- 
dantly fupply'd with all Things. Their Life, at 
all Times, is free, and difengag'd from Cares of 
every Kind. 

The fixth Order is, of Overfeers; who look into 
the Actions of others, and examine every Tranf- 
a&ion, either in Cities, or the Country, and re- 
port the Whole to the Prince. The Virtues, and 
Qualities requir'd in thefe Magiftrates, are, Ex- 
adtnefs, Sincerity, Probity, and a Love for the 
publick Welfare. None of thefe Magiftrates (fays 
the Hittorian) have ever been accus'd of telling 
an Untruth. Thrice happy Nation, were this re- 
ally Facl: ? However, this Obfervation proves, at 
leait, that Truth and Juftice were had in as great 
Honour in that Country, a Knavery and Inhnce- 
riry were detelred in it. 

Laftiy, the feventh Clafs confifts of Perfons em- 
ploy'd in the publick Councils, and who fliare the 
Cares of the Government with the Sovereign, 
From this Clafs are taken Magiftrates, Governors, 
of Provinces, and Cities, Generals, and all mili- 
tary Officers, whether for Land or Sea; Comptrol- 
lers of theTreafury, Receivers, and all who are 
intruded with the publick Monies. 

Thefe different Orders of the State never blend 
ihcmfelves by Marriage ; and an Artificer, forln- 
Uancc, is not allow'd to take a Wife from among 
rhe Clafs of Husbandmen, and fo of the Reft. 
None of thefe can follow two Profeflions at the 
fame Time, nor go out of one Clafs into another. 
It h natural to conclude, this Regulation mud 
have contributed very much to the Improvement 
of all Arts and Trades ; as every one added his 
own Induitry and Reflexions to thofe of his An- 
cetlors, which were dclivcr'd down to him by an 
uninterrupted Tradition. 

Many Obiervations might be made on thefe 
Indian Cuftoms, which we are oblig'd to omit, for 
the Sake of proceeding in our Hiitory. We only 



jedts, of the Care of thofe, who have the Admi- 
niftration ; and that the Neglect of either, is er- 
ring againft one of the molt important Maxims 
in Politicks. 

We alfo admire very much that Cuftom of ap- 
pointing Overfeers, whether they are known for 
iuch, or not, who go upon the Spot, in order to 
infpect theConducl: of Governors, Magiftrates, and 
Judges ; the only Method to prevent the Rapine 
and Outrages, to which an unlimited Authority, 
and the Diftance from a Court frequently give 
Occafion ; the only Method, at the fame Time, 
for a Sovereign to know the State of his King- 
dom, without which it is impoflible for him to 
govern happily the People whom Providence has 
intrufted him with. The Care of thefe regard him 
perfonaliy ; and thofe who labour under him can 

Mio more exefe him from it, than they can ufurp 

his Diadem. 

It is remarkable, that in India, from the Month 
of $une to thofe of September and Olfober, ex- 
ceffive Rains fall very often, whereby the cro fling 
Rivers is rendered much more difficult, and fre- 
quent Inundations happen. Hence we may judge 
how greatly, during all this Seafon, the Armies 
of jfkxatidcr were incommoded, they being at that 
Time in the Field- 
Before we leave what relates in general to In- 
dia, we /hall fpeak a Word or two about Ele- 
phants, with which that Country abounds more 
than any other. The Elephant exceeds all tcr- 
reftrial Animals in Size. Some are Fourteen, or 
Fifteen Foot high. The Female goes a- whole 
Year with her Young. It lives fometimes to the 
Age of an Hundred, or an Hundred and twenty 
Years* nay much longer, if fome ancient Writers 
may be credited. Its Nofe, call'd its Trunk Pro- 
bofcis, is long, and hollow, like a large Trumpetj 
and ferves the Elephant inftead of a Hand, which 
it moves with incredible Agility and Strength, 
and thereby is of prodigious Service to it. The 
Elephant, notwithftandmg its prodigious Size, is 
fo tradable and induftrious. one would be almoft 
apt to conclude, it is inform'd with fomething 
like human Reafon. It is fufceptible of Affection, 
Fondnefs and Gratitude, fo far as to pine away 
with Sorrow, when it has loft its Mafter j and even 
fometimes to deftroy itfelf, when it happens to 
have abus'd, or murder'd him, in the Tranfport 
of its Fury. There is no Kind of Thing wnich 
it cannot be taught, jfrrian* whofe Authority is 
not to be queftion'd, relates, he had feen an Ele- 
phant dance with two Cymbals fix'd to his Legs, 
which he ftruck one after the other, in Cadence 
with his Trunk; and that the Reft dane'd round 
him, keeping Time with a moft furprizing ExacT:- 
nefs. 



intrent the Reader to obferve, that in every wile 
Government, every well-govern'd State, the Til- 
ling of Lands, and the Grazing of Cattle (two 
perpetual , and certain Sources of Riches and A- 
l)undance) have always been one of the chief Ob- 



He defcribes very particularly the Manner in 
which they are taken, viz. The Indians inclofe a 
large Spot of Ground, with a Trench about twenty 
Foot wide, and fifteen high, to which there is 
Accefs but in one Part, and this is a Bridge, co- 
ver'd wichTurf ; in order that thefe Animals, who 
are very fubtlc, may not fufpeft what is intended. 
Of the Earth dug out of the Trench, a Kind of 
Wall is rais'd, on the other Side df which a little 
Kind of Chamber is made, where People conceal 
themfelves, in order to watch thefe Animals, and 
its Entrance is very fmall. In this Inclofure two 
or three tame Female Elephants arc put. The In- 

ftant 
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ftant the wild Elephants fee, or fmell them, they 
run thither, and go round it lb often, that, at 
laftj they enter the Inclofure, upon which the 
Bridge is immediately broken down; and the Peo- 
ple upon the Watch fly to the neighbouring Vil- 
lages for Help. After they have been broken, for 
a few Days, by Hunger and Thirft, People enter 
the Inclofure upon tame Elephants, and with thefe 
they attack them. As the wild ones are, by this 
Time, very much weakned, it is impoflible for 
them to make a long Rcliltance. After throwing 
them on the Ground, Men get upon their Backs, 
having firlt made a deep Wound round their 
Necks, about which they throw a Rope, in order 
to put them to great Pain, in Cafe they attempt 
to ilir. Being tam'd in this Manner, they fufFer 
themfelves to be led quietly to the Houfes with 
the Reft, where they are fed with Grafs and 
green Corn, and tanrd infcnfibly by Blows and 
Hunger, rill fuch Time as they obey readily their 
Matter's Voice, and perfectly underftand his Lan- 
guage. 

Every one knows the Ufe formerly made of 
thefe Animals in Battle ; however, they frequent- 
ly made greater Havock in the Army to which 
they belong'd, than in that of the Enemy: Their 
Teeth, or rather Tuflies, fijrnifh us with Ivory : 
But it is Time to return to Alexander. 

This Prince having entred India, all the petty 
Kings of thofe Countries came to meet him, and 
paid their SubmiiTion. They declar'd, he was the 
third Son of Jupiter, who had arriv'd in their 
Country : That they had known Bacchus and Her- 
cules no other wife than by Fame 5 but, as for 
lexandtr, they had the Happinefs to fee him, and 
enjoy his Prefence. The King receiv'd them with 
the utmoft Humanity ; commanding them to ac- 
company him, and ierve as Guides. As no more 
waited upon him," he detach'd Hephaflion> and 
Pcrdiccas, with Part of his Forces, commanding 
them to fubdue all who ftiould refufe to fubmit. 
But, finding he was oblig'd to crofs feveral Ri- 
vers, he caus'd Boats to be built, in fuch a Form, 
that they could be taken to Pieces ; the feveral 
Parts of them be carry 'd upon Waggons ; and af- 
terwards put together again. Then, having com- 
manded Craterm to follow him with his Phalanx, 
he himfelf march'd before, with his Cavalry, and 
Soldiers lightly arm'd ; and, .after a flight Engage- 
ment, hedefcated thofe who had dar'd to make 
Head againft him, and purfu'd them to the next 
City, into which they fled. Craterui being come 
up, the King, in order to terrify, on a Hidden, 
thofe Nations, who had not yet felt the Power of 
the Macedonian Arms, commanded his Soldiers to 



them, a Remedy was near at Hand. They fell'd 
a great Number of Trees, and lighted up feveral 
Fires, which prov'd very comfortable to the whole 
.Army. The Befieg'd having attempted a Sally 
with ill Succefs, a Faction aroie in the City, fome 
being of Opinion, it would be beft for them to fur- 
render, whilft others were for holding out the 
Siege. This coming to the King's Ear, he only 
block'd up the City, and did not do the Inhabi- 
tants any farther Injury ; till, at laft, tir'd out 
with the Length of the Siege, they furrendred at 
Difcretion, and accordingly, were kindly treated 
by the Conqueror : They declar'd, their City had 
been built by Bacchus. Hereupon the whole Army, 
for fix Days togtheer, celebrated Games, and 
made Rejoicings on this Mountain; in Honour of 
the God, who was there worfhip'd. 

He march'd from thence to a Country, calKi 
Dadala, which had been abandon'd by the Inha- 
bitants, who had fled for Shelter to inacceffibie 
Mountains ; as alfo thofe of Acadera, into which 
he afterwards entred, This oblig'd him to change 
his Method of War, and difperfe his Forces in 
different Places, by which Means the Enemy were 
all defeated at once : Little Refillance was made 
any-where, and thofe who were fo couragious, as to 
wait the Coming up of the Macedonians, were all 
cut in Pieces. Ptolomy took feveral little Cities 
the Inftant he fat down before them j whilft ^4- 
hxander reducM the large ones 5 and, after uni- 
ting all his Forces, crofs'd the River Choafpes, and 
left Ccenus to befiege a rich and populous City, 
cali'd Bazica by the Inhabitants. 

He afterwards march'd towards Magofa, whofe 
King, cali'd djjacanus, was lately dead, and Ck- 
ophes, his Mother, commanded over the Province, 
and the City. There were Thirty Thoufand In- 
fantry in it, and both Nature and Arc feem'd to 
have united their Endeavours in raifing its For- 
tifications 5 for, towards the Eajl, it was furround- 
cd with a very rapid River, the Banks of which 
were ftccp, and difficult ofAcccfs ; and on the ff^efi 
Side were high, fteep Rocks, at the Foot where- 
of were Caves, which were hollo w'd prodigioufly 
deep, by Time 5 and where thefe fail'd, a Trench, 
of an aftonifhing Height, was rais'd with incredible 
Labour. 

Whilft Alexander ^ was 
to view its Fortifications, 




burn down the Fortifications of that ftrong Hold, 
which he befieg'd in a regular Way, and to put 
all the Inhabitants to the Sword : But, as he was 
riding round the Walls on Horfc-back, he was 
wounded by an Arrow. Notwithstanding this 
Accident, he took the City j after which he 
made dreadful Havock of all the Soldiers and 

Inhabitants, and did not fo much as fparc the 
Houfes. 

After fubduing this Nation, which had no very 
great Name, he march'd towards the City of Ny- 
/j; and incamp'd pretty near its Walls, oehind a 
Fore ft that hid it. In the mean Time, it grew 
fo very cold in the Night, that they had never yet 
Jilt fo exceffivc a Chill ; but, very happily for 



oing round the City, 
e was wounded by an 
Arrow in the Calf of his Leg; but he only pull'd 
out the Weapon j and, without fo much as bind- 
ing up the Wound, mounted his Horfe, and con- 
tinu'd to view the outward Fortifications of the 
City. But/ as he rode with his Leg downward, 
and the congealing of the Blood put him to yreat 
Pain, it is laid, he cry'd out : Every .onefwears 
that I am the Son of Jupiter, but my fVou?id calls 
out to me, that I am a Man. However, he did 
not leave the Place till he had fcen every Thing, 
and given all the necelfary Orders. Some of the 
Soldiers, therefore, demoliuYd fuch Houfes a 
(rood without the City, and with the Rubbifli of 
them they fill'd up the Pits, or Quagmires abovc- 
mention'd. Others threw great Trunks of Trees, 
and huge Stones into them ; and all labour'd 
with fo much Vigour, that in nine Days, the Works 
were compleated, and the Towers raia'd upon 
them. 

The King, without waiting till his Wound was 
healYl, vifited the Works, and, after applauding 

the 
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the Soldiers for their great Difpacch, caus'd the 
Engines to be brought forward, whence a great 
Number of Darts were hurl'd againfl: thofc who 
defended the Walls. But that which moft terri- 
fy'd the Barbarians, was thofe Towers of a vaft 
Height, which feem'd, to their Eyes, to move of 
themfclves. This made them imagine, that they 
were conducted by the Gods 5 and thofe Batter- 
ing-Rams, which beat down Walls, and the Ja- 
velins thrown by Engines, the like of which they 
had never feen, could not be the Effect of hu- 
man Strength ; fo that, perfuaded it would be 
impoffible to defend the City, they withdrew in- 
to the Citadel > but not finding themfelves more 
fecure there, they fent Embafladors to propofe a 
Surrender. The Queen afterwards came and met 
Alexander, attended by a great Number of La- 
dies, who all brought him Wine in Cups, by 
Way of Sacrifice : And the King gave her a 
very gracious Reception, and reftor'd her to her 
Kingdom. 

From hence Polpfperchon was fent with an Ar- 
my, to befiege the City of Or a, which he foon 
redue'd ; molt of its Inhabitants having withdrawn 
to the Rock, call'd Aomos ; there bein^j a Tra- 
dition, that Hercules having befieg'd this Rock, 
an Earthquake had fore'd him to quit the Siege. 
There are not on this Rock, as on many others, 
gentle Declivities of eafy Accels * bux it rifes like 
a Bank \ and being very wide at Bottom, grows 
narrower all the Way to the Top, which termi- 
nates in a Point. The River Indus, whofe Source 
is not far from this Place, flows at the Bottom, its 
Sides being perpendicular, and high ; and on the 
other Side were vaft Quagmires, which muft be 
fill'd before the Rock could be taken. Very 
happily for the Macedonians , they were near a 
Foreft. This the King had cut down, command- 
ing his Soldiers, to carry off nothing but the 
Trunks, the Branches of which were lopp'd, in 
order that they might be carry'd with lefs Diffi- 
culty ; and he himielf threw the firft Trunk into 
the Quagmires. The Army feeing this, fhouted 
for Joy, and every Soldier labouring with incre- 
dible Diligence, the Work was finifh'd in feven 
Days; immediately after which the" Attack began. 
The Officers were of Opinion, it would not be 
proper for the King to expofe himfelf on this Oc- 
cafion, the Danger being evidently too great : 
However, the Trumpet had no fooncr founded, 
but this Prince, who was not Mafter of his Cou- 
rage, commanded his Guards to 'follow, himfelf 
firft climbing the Rock. At this Sight it appcar'd 
do longer inaccefllble, and every one flew after 
him. Never were Soldiers cxpos'd to greater 
Danger ; but they were all refolv'd to conquer, 
or die. Several fell from the Rock into the Ri- 
ver, whofe Whirlpools Avail ow'd them up. The 
Barbarians roll'd great Scones on the loremoft, 
who, being fcarce able to keep their Feet ( fo 
ilippery was the Rock) fell down the Precipices, 
and were dafh'd to Pieces. No Sight' could pof- 
tfbly be more difmal than this; the Jving, greatly 
afflicted, at the Lofs of fo many brave Soldiers, 
caus'd a Retreat to be founded. Jtfcverthelefs, 
though he had Jolt all Hopes of taking the Place, 
and was determined to raife the Siege, he foign'd 
as though he intended to continue it, and accor- 
dingly gave Orders for bringing forward the 
Towers, and other Engines. The Bcfi^'u. by 
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Way of fnfult, made great Rejoicings; and con* 
tinu'd their Feftiv icy for two Days and two Nights, 
making the Rock and whole Neighbourhood echo 
with the Sound of their Drums and Cymbals. But 
the third Night they were not heard, and the Ma- 
cedonians were furpriz'd to fee every Par:, of the 
Rock illuminated with Torches. The King waa 
in form 'd, the Indians had lighted them to a fli it 
their Flight, and guide them more eafily in thofe 
Precipices, during the JDarkncfs of the Night. Im- 
mediately the whole Army, by Alexander's Or- 
der, lhouted aloud which terrify'd the Fugitives 
fo much, that feveral of them, fancying they faw 
the Enemy, threw themfelves from the Top of the 
Rock, and perifh'd mifcrably. The King having 
fo happily, and unexpectedly, poifefa'd himfelf 
of the Rock, in an alrnoft miraculous Manner, 

thank'J the Gods, and oiFcr'd Sacrifices In their 
Honour. 

This done, he redue'd Ecbolimus, and after fif- 
teen Days March, arriv'd at the River Indus, 
where he found that Hephafiion had got all Things 
ready for his Paflage, purfuant to the Orders 
given him. The King of the Country, call'd Qm- 
phis, whofe Father dy'd fome Time before, had 
fent to Alexa?ider, to know whether he would 
give him Leave to wear the Crown ; and notwith- 
standing the Macedonian had anfwer'di be might, 
he dehy 9 d putting it on till his Arrival. He 
then went to meet him, with his whole Army j 
and when Alexander was advane'd pretty near, he 
pufh'd forward his Horfe, and came up fingly to 
him, and rhe King did the fame. The Indian then 
told him, by an Interpreter : That he was come 
to meet him at the Head of his Army, in order to 
deliver up all his Forces into his Rand\\ That he 
furrendred up his Per/on, and his Kingdom to a 
Monarch, who, he was fcnfblc, fought only with the 
View of acquiring Glory, and dreaded nothing fo 
much as Treachery, The King, greatly fatisfy'd 
with the Franknefs of the Barbarian, gave him 
his Hand, and reftor'd him his Kingdom. He 
then made Alexander a Prefent of fifty-fix Ele- 
phants, and a great Number of other Animals of 
a prodigious Size. The King then asking him 
which were moft neceffary for him, Hush an dm en % 
or Soldiers? He reply'd ; That, as he was at IVar 
with two Princes y the latter were of great ejl Ser- 
vice to him. Thefe two Monarchs were Abifares, 
and Porusy the latter of whom was molt powerful 
and the Dominions of both were fituaccd on the 
other Side of the Hydafpes. Omphis aflunVd the 
Diadem, and took the Name of Taxilus, by which 
the Kings of that Country were call'd ; He alfo 
made magnificent Prefcnts to Alexander 9 who did 
not fuffer himfelf to be rival'd in Generality. The 
next Day, Embafladors from Abifaros waiting on 
the King, furrender'd up to him, purfuant to the 
Power given them, all the Dominions of their 
Sovereign 5 and after each Party had promis'd Fi- 
delity, they return'd back. 

Hereupon, Alexander expecting, that Porus, 
aftonihVd with the Report of his Glory, would 
not fail to fubmit to him, fent a Menage to that 
Prince (as though he had been his Vaflal) re- 
quiring him to pay Tribute, and meet him upon 
the Frontiers of his Dominions : 'Porus anfwei'd 
with great Coldnofs, That he would do fo, but it 
jL&ttU be Sword in Hand. At the fame Time, 
there was fent to Alexander a Reinforcement of 

6 T thirty 
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thirty Elephants, which were of great Service: 
He cave the Conduct of thefe to Taxi /us, and ad- 
vanced as far as the Borders -of the Hydafpcs \ on the 
other Side of which 7c/ //j was incamp'd, in order 
to difpute the Paflage with him ; and had polled 
ac the Head of his. Army, eighty- five Elephants 
of a prodigious Size - 7 and behind them three 
hundred Chariots, guarded by thirty thoufand 
Foot ; there being not, at molt, above feven thou- 
fand Horfe. This Prince was mounted upon an 
Elephant of a much larger Size than any of the 
Rett, and he himfelf exceeded the ufual Stature 
of Men ; fo that, cloatrfd in his Armour dazlirg 
with Gold and Silver, he appear'd at the fame 
'lime terrible and majeitick. The Greatnefs of 
his Courage cqual'd that of his Stature; and he 
was as wile, and prudent, as it was poflible for a 

iavage Monarch to be. 

The Macedonians dreaded not only the Enemy, 
but alfo the River they were oblig'd to crofs. It 
was four Furlongs wide (that is about half a Mile) 
and fo deep in every Part, it look'd like a Sea; 
and was no-where fordable. It was vaftly impe- 
tuous, notwithstanding its great Breadth 3 for, it 
flow'd with as much Violence, as if it had been 
confin'd to a narrow Channel \ and its raging, 
foaming Waves, which broke in many Places, dif- 
cover'd a great Number of Stones and Rocks hid 
under it.- However, nothing was fo dreadful as 
the Appearance of the Shore, which was quite 
covcr'd with Men, Horfes, and Elephants. Thefe 
hideous Animals flood like fo many Towers, and 
the Indians exafperated them, in order that the 
horrid Cry they made might fill the Enemy with 
the greater Terror. However, this could not in- 
timidate an Army of Men, whofe Courage was 
Proof againft all Attacks, and who were ani- 
mated by an uninterrupted Series of Profperity; 
but then they did not think it would be poflible 
for them, as their Barks were fo crazy, to fur- 
mount the Rapidity of the Stream, or land with 

Safety. 

This River was full of little Iflands, to which 
the Indians and Macedonians us'd to fwim, with 
their Arms over their Heads ; and flight Skir- 
miflies were every Day fought, in Sight of the 
two Kings ; who were well-pleas'd to make thefe 
Trials of their rcfpc&ive Forces, and to form a 
Judgment from thefe little Combats, of the Suc- 
cefs of a general Battle. Amongft the Reft, there 
■were two young Officers in %/cxander's Army, 
Mgcftmachus and Nicanor, Men of equal Intrepi- 
dity, and who, having been ever fuccefsful, de- 
fpis'd Dangers of every Kind. They took with 
them the braveft Youths in the whole Army ; and 
with no other Weapons than their Javelins, fwam 
to an Ifland, in which fcveral of the Enemy were 
landed ; where, with fcarce any other Aitiftance 
but their Intrepidity, they made a great Slaugh- 
ter. After this bold Stroke, they might have re- 
tired with Glory; were it poflible for Raflincfs, 
when fuccefsful, to keep within Bounds. But, as 
they waited with Contempt, and an infulting Air, 
for thofe who came to relieve their Companions, 
they were furrounded by a Band of Soldiers, who 
had fwam unpercciv'd, to the Ifland, and ovcr- 
powcr'd by the Darts which were fhot from far; 
thofe who endcavour'd to favc themfclvcc by 
fwimming, were carry'd away by the Waves, or 
fwallow'd up by the Whirl-pools. The Courage 



of Pones, who faw all from the Shore, was fur- 
prizingly increas'd at this Succefs. 

In the mean While, Alexander was in great 
Perplexity ; but, finding, at laft, he could not 
crols the Hydafpcs by Force of Arms, he refolv'd 
to have Recourfe to Artifice. Accordingly, he 
caus'd^ his Cavalry to attempt feveral limes to 
crofs in the Night, and fhout, as if they really- 
intended to ford the River, all Things being pre- 
par'd for that Purpofe. Immediately Poms hur- 
ry 'd thither with his Elephants, but A kxandcr 
continu'd in Battle-Array on the Bank. This Stra- 
tagem having been attempted feveral Times, and 
Porus finding the Whole was but meer Noife and 
empty Menaces, he took no farther Notice of 
thefe Motions, and only fent Scouts to every Pare 
of the Shore. Hereupon, Alexander* being no 
longer apprehenfive of having the whole Army 
of the Enemy fall upon him, in his attempting to 
crfos the River in the Night, began to refolve 
ferioufly how he might belt effe£b it. 

There W3s in the River, at a confiderable Dif- 
tance from Alexander's Camp, an Ifland . of a 
greater Extent than any of the Reft. This be- 
ing covcr'd with Trees, was very proper for him, 
to cover and conceal his Defign ; and therefore, 
he refolv'd to attempt the Paflage that Way. How- 
ever, the better to conceal the Knowledge of it 
from the Enemy, and deceive them on this Oc- 
cafion, he left Craterus in his Camp, with the 
major Part of the Army, with Orders for them 
to make a great Noife, at a certain Time, which 
fhould be appointed, in order to alarm the In- 
dians $ and make them believe he was preparing 
to crofs the River, but would not attempt it, 
till fuch Time as Porus fhould have rais'd his 
Camp, and march'd away his Elephants j either 
with the View of withdrawing, or advancing to- 
wards thofe Macsdonians who fhould attempt the 
Paflage. Between the Camp and the Ifland he 
had pofted Me/eager and Gorgias % with the foreign 
Horfe and Foot, who had Order?? to pafs over In 
Bodies, the Inftant they fhould fee them cngag'd 
in Battle. ° 

After giving thefe Orders, he took the reft of 
his Army, as well Cavalry, as Infantry ; and, 
wheeling off from the Shore, in order to go un- 
percciv'd, advarte'd in the Night-Time towards 
the Ifland, into which he had relblv'd to go ; and 
the better to deceive the Enemy, he caus'd hi3 
Tent to be pitch'd in the Camp where he had 
left Craterus^ which was oppofite to that of Po- 
rus. His Life- Guards were drawn up round, in 
all the Pomp and Splendor, with which the Ma- 
jefty of a great King is ufually furrounded. He 
alfo caus'd a Royal Robe to 6e put upon Sta- 
tus, who was of the fame Age as himfelf, and 
fo much refembled the King, both in Stature and 
Features, cfpccially at fo great a Diftance as the 
Breadth of the River, that the Enemy might fup- 
pofc Alexander himfelf was on the Bank, and was 
attempting the Paflage in that Place. In the 
mean While, Alexander^ got to the Ifland abovc- 
mcntion'd, and immediately landed upon it, with 
the reft of his Troops, whilft the Enemy was cm- 
ploy'd in oppofing Craterus. Soon alter, a fu- 
rious Storm arofe, which feem'd as though if 
would retard the Execution of his Project? yet 
proved of Advantage to it; for fo propitious was 

this Pii.nce, that Obltacles chancVJ into Advan- 
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tages in his Favour : The Storm was fucceeded 
by a very violent Shower, with impetuous Winds, 
Flafties of Lightning, and Thunder; infomuch,* 
there was no hearing, or feeing one another. Any 
Man, but Alexander, would have abandon'd his 
Defign ; but he, on the contrary, was animated 
by Danger, not to mention, that the Noife, the 
Confufion, and the Darknefs, aflifted his Paffage. 
Thereupon , he made the Signal for the Imbar- 
kation of the Troops, and himfelf firft gave Or- 
ders for the Boat to go off, in which he himfelf 
was. It is pretended, it was on this Occafion he 
cry'd : 0 Athenians, conhf you think I would ex- 
pofe My 'J elf to fitch Dangers, to merit your Ap- 
plaufe ! And indeed; nothing could contribute 
more to eternize his Name, than having his 
Actions recorded by fuch great Hiftorians, as Tbu- 
cydides and Xenophoni and fo anxious was he 
about the Character, which would be given him 
after his Death, that he wifti'd it were poffible for 
him to return again into the World, for fo long 
a Space of Time, as might be neceflary, in order 
for him to hear what Kind of Impreflion the Pe- 
rufal of his Hiftory had made on the Minds of 
Men. 

Scarce any Perfon appear'd to oppofe their De- 
fcent, becaufe Porus was wholly taken up with 
Crater us, and imagin'd, he had nothing to do 
but oppofe his Paflage. Immediately this Gene- 
neral, purfuant to his Orders, made a prodigious 
Clamour, and feem'd to attempt the Paflage of 
the River. Upon this, all the Boats came aftiore, 
one excepted, which the Waves dafh'd in Pieces 
againft a Rock. The Moment Alexander was 
landed, he drew up his little Army in Order of 
Battle, confifting of fix Thoufand Foot, and five 
Thoufand Horfe. He himfelf headed the latter; 
and, having commanded the Foot to make all 
imaginable Dif patch after him, he march'd be- 
fore. It was his firm Opinion, in Cafe the Indi- 
ans ihould oppofe him with their whole Force, his 
Cavalry would gjvc him infinite Advantage over 
them ; and that, be this as it would, hq might 
eafily continue fighting, until fuch Time as Tiis 
Foot ihould be come up ; or that, in Cafe the 
Enemy, alarm'd at the News -of his crofting, 
Ihould fly, it would be in his Power to carry 
on the Purfuit, and make a great Slaughter of 

them. 

Upon hearing that Alexander had pafs'd the Ri- 
ver, Porus fent a Detachment againft him, com- 
manded by one of his Sons, who headed two 
Thoufand Horfe, and one Hundred and twenty 
Chariots. Alexander imagin'd them, at fir ft, to 
be the Enemy's Van-Guard, and that the whole 
Army was behind them ; but, being inform'd it 
was only a Detachment, he charg'd them with 
great Vigour, infomuch, that the Son of Porus 
was kill'a upon the Spot, with four Hundred 
Horfes, and all the Chariots were taken. Each 
of thefe Chariots carry 'd fix Men ; two were arm'd 
with Bucklers; two Bow-Men fate on the two 
Sides; and two guided the Chariot, who, never- 
theless, always fought when the Battle grew 
warm, they buying a great Number of Darts, 
which they hurl'd againft the Enemy. But all 
thefe did little Execution that Day, becaufe the 
Rain, which fell in great Abundance, had moift- 
ned the Earth to fuch a Degree, that the Horfeg 
could fcarce ftand ; and the Chariots being very 



heavy, moft of them, by that Means, funk very 

deep into the Mud. 

Upon receiving Advice of the Death of his Son, 
the Defeat of the Detachment, and of Alexander's 
Approach, Porus was in fome. Doubt, .whether it 
would be proper for him to continue in his Poft ; 
becaufe Cratcrus, with the reft of the Macedonian 
Army, made as if they intended to crofs the Ri- 
ver. However he, at laft, refolvd to meet Alex- 
ander, whom he juftly fuppos'd to be at the Head 
of the choiceft Forces in his Army. According- 
ly, leaving only a few Elephants in his Camp, 
to amufe thofe who were pofted on the oppofite 
Shore, he fct out with Thirty Thoufand Foot, 
Four Thoufand Horfe, Three Hundred Chari- 
ots, and Two Hundred Elephants. Being come 
into a firm, Sandy Soil, in which his Horfes and 
Chariots mighc wheel about with Eafe, he drew 
up his Army in fiattle- Array, with an Intent to 
wait the Coming up of the Enemy. He pofted 
in Front, and on the firft Line, all the Elephants, 
at a Hundred Foot Diftance one from the other, 
in order to ferve as a Bulwark to his Foot, who 
were behind. It was his Opinion, the Enemy's 
Cavalry would not dare to engage in thefe Inter- 
vals, becaufe of the Fear thofe Horfes would have 
of the Elephants ; and much lefs their Infantry, 
when they ihould fee that of the Enemy pofted 
behind the Elephants, and in Danger of being 
trod in Pieces by thofe Animals. ^ He had pofted 
fome of his Foot on the fame Line with the E- 
lcphants, in order to cover their Right and Left 5 
and this Infantry was cover 'd by his two Wings of 
Horfe, before which the Chariots were pofted. 
Such was the Order and Difpofition of the Army 
of Porus. 

Alexander being come in Sight of the Enemy, 
waited the Coming up of his Foot, which march/d 
with the utmoft Diligence, and arriv'd a little 
after 5 and in order that they might have Time 
to take Breath, and not be led, as they were vsry 
much fatigu'd, againft the Enemy, he caus'd his 
Horfe to make a great many Evolutions, in order 
to gain Time. This done, and every Thing being 
ready, and the Infantry having fufficiently reco- 
vered their Vigour, Alexander gave the Signal for 
the Combat, He did not think proper to begin, 
by attacking the Enemy's main body, where the 
Infantry and the Elephants were pofted, for the 
very Reafon which had made Porus draw them 
up in that Manner : But, his Cavalry being 
ftronger, he drew out the greateft Part of them, 
and marching againft the Left Wing, fent Canus 
with his own Regiment of Horfe, and that of 
Demetrius, to charge them at the fame Time; 
ordering him to attack the Cavalry, on the Left, 
behind, whilft he himfelf would charge them in 
Front and Flank. Sclcncus, Antigonus, and Tau- 
roth who commanded the Foot, were order'd not 
to ftir from their Pofts, till fuch Time as Alex- 
ander^ Cavalry had puj that of the Enemy, as 
well as their Foot, into Diforder. 

Being come within Arrow-mot, he dctach'd a 

Thoufand Dow- Men on Horfc-back, with Orders 

for them to make their Difcbarge on the Horfe 

of the Enemy's Left Wing, in order to throw it 

into Diforder, whilft he himfelf would charge 

the main Body in Flank, before it had Time to 

rally. In the mean While, the Indians having 

again join'd their Squadrons, and drawn them up 

into 
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into a narrower Compafs, a d vancd agai n ft Alex- 
ander. -At that Inftant, Gaenus charg'd them in 
the Rear, according to the Orders given him ; 
infomucb, that the Indians were oblig'd to face 
about on all Sides, to defend themfelves from the 
Thoufand Bow- Men, and againft Alexander and 
Cosnus. In the mean While* Alexander, to make 
the moft Advantage, of the Confufion into which 
this fuddcn Oniet had thrown them, charg'd with 
great Vigour thofc who had made -Head againft 
him ; who being no longer able to ftand fo vio- 
lent an Attack, were foon broken, and retir'd, by 
Means of their Elephants, as to an impregnable 
Rampart. The Leaders of the Elephants then 
made them advance againft the Enemy's Horfe ; 
but, that very Inftant, the Macedonian Phalanx 
moving on a fudden, furrounded thofe Animals, 
and charg'd, with their Pikes, both the Elephants 
themfelves, and their Leaders. This Battle was 
very different from all thofe in which Alexander 
hadj till then, been engag'd; for, the Elephants 
ruffling upon the Battalions, broke, with inex- 
preflible Fury, the thickeft of them; when the. 
Indian Horfe, feeing the Macedonian Foot ftopp'd 
by the Elephants, return'd to the Charge: How- 
ever, the Cavalry of Alexander being ftronger, and 
having greater Experience in War, broke this 
Body a iecond Time, and oblig'd them to retire 
towards the Elephants ; upon which, the Macedo- 
nian Horfe being all united together, fpread Ter- 
ror and Confufion wherever they attack'd. The 
Elephants alfo being all cover'd with Wounds, and 
the greateft Part having loft their Leaders, did 
not obferve their ufual Order ; but diftracled, as 
it were, with Pain, they no longer diftinguiih'd 
Friends from Foes j but running about from Place 
to Place, overthrew every Thing that came in 
their Way. Hereupon, the Macedonia/is, who had 
purpofely left a greater Interval between their 
Battalions, cither made Way for them, wherever 
they came forward ; or charg'd, with Darts, thofe 
who had retir'd backward, through Fear and Con- 
fufion. Then Alexander, after having furrounded 
the Enemy with his Horfe, made a Signal for his 
Foot to march up with all imaginable Speed, in 
order to make a laft Struggle, and fall upon 
them with his whole Force; all which they exe- 
cuted very fuccefsfully. In this Manner, moft 
Part of the Indian Cavalry were cut in Pieces j and 
a Body of their Foot, which fuftain'd no lefsLofs, 
feeing themfelves charg'd on' all Sides, at laft 
fled. During thefe Tranfactions, Craterus, who 
had continu'd in the Camp, with the reft of his 
Army, feeing Alexander engag'd with Porus, crof- 
fed the River, and charging the routed Soldiers 
with his Troops, who were cool and vigorous, 
by chat Means, kiil'd as many Enemies in the 
Retreat, as had fallen in the Battle. 

The Indians loft, on this Occafion, tweoty Thou- 
fand Foor, and threeThoufand Horfe ; not to men- 
tion the Chariots, which were all broken to Pieces, 
and the Klcphants, that were either kiil'd, or 
taken. The two Sons of Porus fell in this Battle; 
with Spitacus, Governor of the Province; and all 
the Colonels of Horfe and Foot, with thofc who 
guided the Elephants, and Chariots. As for 
lexander % he loft but Fourfcore of the fix Thou- 
fand Soldiers, who were at the firft Onfet, ten 
Bow-Men of the Horfe, twenty Troopers of his 
Royal Companies, and two Hundred common Sol- 
di ere. 



As for Porus himfelf, after having perform Vi 
the Duty both of a Soldier, and a General, in the 
Battle, and fought with incredible Bravery, feeing 
all his Horfe defeated, and the greateft Part of 
his Foot, he did not behave like Darius \ who, in 
a fimilar Difafter, was the firft who fled : On the 
contrary, he continu'd in the Field, as long as 
one Battalion or Squadron ftood their Ground • 
but, at laft, having receiv'd a Wound in the' 
Shoulder, he retired upon his Elephant ; and was 
eafily diftinguiih'd from the Reft, by the Great- 
nefs of his Stature, and his unparallel'd Bravery. 
Hereupon, Alexander finding who he was, bv 
thefe glorious Marks, and being defirous of faving 
fo brave a Prince, fenc Taxilus after him, becaufe 
he was of the fame Nation ; upon which, the latter 
advancing as near him, as he might fafcly, with- 
out running any Danger of being wounded, calVd 
out to him to flop, in order to hear the MeflTage 
he had brought him from Alexander. But Porus 
turning back., and feeing it was Taxilus, his old 
Enemy j How ! fays he, is not this Taxilus / 
; hear, that Traitor to his Country and Kingdom ? 
Immediately after which, he would have trans- 
fix'd him with his Dart, had he not made the belt 
of his Way. Notwithstanding this, Alexander was 
ftill defirous to fave fo gallant a Man, and there- 
upon, difpatch'd other Officers ; among whom was 
Meroe, one of his intimate Friends, who befoughc 
him, in the ftrongeft Terms, to wait upon a Con- 
queror, altogether worthy of him. After much 
intreatyv Porus confentcd, and accordingly fee 
forward; and Alexander, who had been told of 
his Coming, advane'd like wife, in order to re* 
ceivc him, with fome of his Train. Being come 
pretty near, Alexander ftopp'd, purpofely to take 
a View of his Stature, and noble Mien, he being 
above five Cubits in Height. ( feven Foot and a 
half) In the mean While, Porus did not fecm 
dejected at his Misfortune, but came up with a 
refolute Countenance, like a valiant Warrior, 
whofe Courage in defending his Dominions, ought 
to gain him the Eftecm of the brave Prince, who 
had taken him Prifoner. Alexander fpoke firft, 
and with an augult and gracious Air, ask'd him 
how he defir'd to be treated ? Lik e a King, rcply'd 
Porus. But, continu'd Alexander, Do you ask no- 
thing more ? No, rcply'd Porus ; all Things are in- 
cluded in that Jingle PVord: Whereupon, Alex- 
ander, ftruck with this Greatnefs of Soul, the 
Magnanimity of which fcem'd heighten'd by 
Diftrefs, did not only reftore him his Kingdom, 
but join'd other Provinces to it, and gave him 
the higheft Testimonies of Honour, Eftcem, and 
Friendlhip j'and Porus was faithful to him till 
his Death : It is hard to fay, whether the Vi&or, 
or the Vanquifh'd, beft defcrv'd Praife on this 
Occafion. 

This done, Alexander built a City, on the Spot 
where the Battle had been fought ; and another 
in the Place where he had crofs'd the River : He 
cnll'd the one, Nicaa, from his Victory ; and the 
other, Bucephalon, in Honour of his Horfe, who 
dy'd there, not of his Wounds, but of Old- 
Age : Then, after having paid the laft Duties 
to fuch of his Sjoldicrs, as had loft their Lives in 
Battle, he folemniz'd Games, and offer 'd up Sa- 
crifices of Thanks, in that Place where be had 
pafs'd the tiydajpes. 
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This Prince did not know to whom, he was in- 
debted for his Victories. We are aftoniih'd at the 
Rapidity of theConquefts of Alexander* rJheEafe, 
with which he furmounts the greateft Obftables, 
and forces almoft impregnable Cities ; the uniotep- 
xupted, and unheard of- Felicity, that extricates 
him out of thofe Dangers into which his Rafhnefs 
plunges him j and in which, one would have icon- 
eluded, he mull a hundred Times have jierifh'd. 
But to unravel thefe myfterious kinds of Events, 
feveral of which are repugnant to the uftial , Courfe 
of Things, " we muft go back to a fuperior ~Caufe, 
unknown to the profane. Hjftorians, and to Alex- 
ander himfelf. Tliis Monarch was, like Cyrus, 
the Minifter and Inftrurrient of the fovereigh Dif- 
pafer of Empires ; who raifes, and deftroys them 
atPleafure. . He had received the fame Orders to 
overthrow the Per/Fan and Eafiern, Empires, as 
Cyrus to deftroy that of Babylon. The fame Power 
conducted their Enterprises, afTur'd them of Sue- 
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cefs, protected, and.fecur'd them from all Dangers, 
till they had. executed, their Commiffibn, and 
cbmpleated their Miniftrjv We may . apply to 
Alexander* the Words which God fpake to. Cyrus 
in Ifaiab i Cyrus, whofe. Right-hand 1 have holdeii, 
to.jubdue. Nations before, him ; and I wilt caufe the 
Jpoins of Kings to open before him the twor leaved 
Gates, and the Gates Jhall not be Jhut : I will go 
before thee, anal make the . crooked Path's firaight : I 
will break in Pieces- the Gates, of Brafs, and cut iu 
fiinder. the Bars, of Iron. <And I will give thee 
Treajures ofDarknefs, and hidden Treafures of Je- 
er et Places*-—— I girded thee* though thou hajl not 
known me. % - This is the true, and only , Caufe, of 
the incredible. Succefs with which this Conqueror 
was attended; of his unparallcl'd Bravery ; the 
Affection his Soldiers had for him, the Foreknow- 
ledge of his Felicity, and his Certainty of Conqueft, 
which aftonifh'd his moft intrepid Captains.. 



CHAP. IX. 



Alexander advances farther into India^ and defigns to £q/s the Hypafes,- in Search of olber 
Nations^ but is deterrdfrom it by. the Murmurs and Intreaties of the Macedonians ; He 
is in the utrrioft Danger 7 at the Siege, of the Oxydracse • He goes as far as the Ocean, and 
prepares fir his Return • His \Army fuffers greatly by Famine, and the Plague ; He ecu 
rives at IJifTagardae, where, moved by the falfe Accufhtions of the Eunuch Bagoas, he 
£ uts Grimes, a powerful Lord, to Death wrongfully m y Calanus, an Indian Philofophcr, 
refolves upon burning himfelf alive, and executes it with unparalleVd Refolution ; He dif- 
mifles his Guard ^ Macedonians, and fubftitutes Perfians, in their Room ; He oilers 

Babylon, againfi the Advice of the Chaldaeans ? and celebrates the Death of his Favourite 
Hephaeftion, with the utmofl Magnificence, 



AFTER his famous Victory over Poms, 
Alexander advarie'd into India, -where he 
fubdu'd a great many Nations and Cities. 
He look'd upon himfelf as a Conqueror by Profcf- 
fion as well as by his Dignity, ' and erigag'd every 
Day in new Exploits, with fo much Ardor and 
Vivacity, that he fcem'd t;o fancy himfejf in vefted 
with a pcrfonaj CommifiTon, and that therewas an 
immediate Obligation upon him, to ftorrhall Ci- 
ties, to lay waftc all Provinces, to extirpate all 
Nations, which fhould refufe his Yoke j and that 
he mould have. look'd upon himfelf as guilty, of a 
Crime, had he forbom vifiting'every Corner of the 
Earth, and carrying Terror and Deftru&ion into 
thofe feveral Places, He cro fs'd the dcfijttfhs,, and 
afterwards the Hydraotcs, two eon fideral?le Rivers j 
when Advice was brought him^ that a great Num- 
ber of free Indians had made* a Confederacy to de- 
fend their Jwiberciesj and among the. reft,' the 
Caythcans, who were the moft 'valiant of them, 
rind be(l skill'd. in War ; and that all thefe were 
encamp'd near a ttrong City,, Sangala by Name: 
Whereupon, jjtixandcr fet out againft thefe />/- 
dlanu defeated thein in a pitch'M Battle, took the 
C'it)'t and ra'/Al ir to the very Foundations. 



One Day, as he was riding at the Head of his 
Army, fome Philofophers, call'd Brachmans,^ in 
the Language of that Country, were converging 
together, as they were walking in a Meadow, and 
the fnftant they perceiv'd him, they all ftampc 
upon the Ground with their Feet; whereupon, 
Alexander, furjpriz'd at that extraordinary Tran- 
fport, demanded the Caufe thereof. They 



an- 



iwcr'd; pointing to the Ground with their Fingers, 
7 hat no Man poJjejYd any more of that Element, thau 
he could enjoy ; that the only . Difference between him 
arid other men, was, that he was more refllef and 
ambitious than they, and fcour\i through all Scm 
and Lands, merely to annoy others, and to injure 
himfelf : 4ndyet-—~heiOQuIddic. at fq/l. The 
King was not difpleas 1 d 4t .this Anfwer ; but he 
was hgrried along^by a Torrent of falfe Glory, 
ahd'his Actions were the very Reverfcof what he 

approved. . u . ; . 

t hefc Brfchfliahs, {&ys jfrrian 9 arc highly vene- 
rated in thcirXountry : TheV don't pay any Tri- 
bute to the Prince, but afll/tnim ^ with their Coun- 
fel, 'ancl perform the fame Codices as the Magi d:i 
to the Kings of Peffin. They at the publick 
Sacrifices; and if a Perfon defircs to facrificc \\\ 
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Private, one of thefe muft be prefent, otherwife that Means unclean : Theyfpend the great eft Pari 
the Indians are perfuaded, that they would not be of the Day and Night in tinging Hymns in Honour 
agreeable to the Gods. They apply themfelves of their Gods : They faft and pray perpetually : 
particularly to Star-gazing ; none but themfelves The greateft Part of them live alone, in the deepeft 
pretend to Prophecy; and they foretel, chiefly. Solitude, and neither marry, nor orofefs any Thing,, 
the Change of Weather, and of the Seafons. If a They wifli for nothing fo earneftly as for Death ; 
Brachman has fail'd thrice in his Predictions, he is and confidering this Life as a Burden, they wait 
filenc'd for ever, impatiently for that Moment when the Soul will 

Their Sen tern en ts (according to Strabo) are not then leave the Body. Thefe Philofophers exift 
very different from chofe of the Greeks : They be- ftill in India, where they are called Bramins ; and 
lieve that the World had a Beginning; that it they prefer ve, in many Points, the Tradition and 
will end; that its Form is circular; that 'twas Tenets of the ancient Brachmans. 
created by God, who pre/ides over, and fills it with Alexander, parting near a City wheeein feveral 
his Majefty; and that Water is the Principle of of thefe Brachmans dwelt, was very defirous to con- 
all Things. With Regard to the Immortality of verie with them ; and, ifpoflible, to prevail with 
the Soul, and the Punifliment of the Wicked in fome of them to follow him: But being inform 'd 
Hell, they follow the Doctrine of Plato 5 intermix- that thofe Philofophers never made Vifits, but that 
ing it, like that Philofopher, with fome Fictions, . thofe who had an inclination to fee them, muftgo 
in order to exprefs or defcribe thofe Punifliments. to their Houfes^ he concluded, that it would Be 
Several among them go always naked, whence beneath his Dignity to go to them ; and not juft, 
the Greeks give them the Name of Gymnofophifts. to force thofe Sages to any Thing contrary to their 
Many incredible Particulars are related, concern- Laws and Cuftoms : Whereupon Onejtcritus, who 
ing the Aufterity of their Lives, and their prodi- was a great Philofopher, and had been a Difciple 
gious Patience: Their only Meat and Drink is of "Diogenes the Cynic, was deputed to them. He 
Roots and Water. As they admit the Metemp- met, not far from the City, with fifteen Bramins, 
jychojis, and believe that the Souls of Men tranf- who, from Morning till Evening, flood naked, 
. migrate into thofe of Beafts, they abftain from in the fame Pofture in which they at rlrft had placed 
the Flefli of Animals. 'Tis thought, that Pytha- themfelves, and afterwards return'd to the City at 
goras borrow'd this Tenet from the Brachmans. Night. He firft went up to Calanus, and told him 
They continue whole Days ftanding, with their the Occafion of his Coming ; upon which, thelat- 
Faces turn'd towards the Sun^ and that, in the ter, gazing upon the Cloaths and Shoes of Onefi- 
Seafon when this Planet darts his Rays with the critus, could not forbear laughing* after which 

freateft Violence. Perfuaded that 'tis beneath a he told him, " That anciently the Earth had been 
lan to wait calmly for Death, when he finds " cover'd with Barley and Wheat, as it was at 
himfelf opprefs'd by Age or Sicknefs, they look " that Time withDuft; that, befides Water, the 
upon it as glorious, to prevent their laft Hour, €f Rivers ufed to flow with Milk, Honey, Oil, 
and burn themfelves alive j and, indeed, they pay " and Wine: That Man's Guilt had occafion'd 
no Honours to thofe who die merely of old Age, <c a Change of this happy Condition j and that 
and imagine they would pollute their funeral Pile, " Jupiter, to punifh their Ingratitude, had fen- 
'and the Fire that is^to burn them to Affies, fhould " tenc'd them to a long, painful Labour : That 
they go into it otherwife than full of Life and Vi- " their Repentance afterwards moving^ him to 
gour. Other Brachmans, more judicious and hu- " Companion, he had reftor'd them their former 
man than the former, live in Cities, and aflbciate " Profufion ; however, that by the Courfe of 
with their own Species ; and fo far from confider- " Things, they feem'd to be returning to their 
ing Self-murder as a virtuous or brave Action, ** former Confufion. " This Relation fliews evi- 
they look upon it as a Weaknefs in Man not to dently, that thefe Philofophers had fome Notion 
wait patiently for the Stroke of Death, and as a of the Felicity of the firft Man, and of the Evil 
Crime to dare to anticipate the Order of the Gods, to which he had been fen tenc'd for his Sins. 

Cicero, in his Tufcu/an Queftions, admires the After this firft Con verfation, , One/Icritus directed 
invincible Patience, not only of the Indian Sages, himfeLf to Maudanis, the Chief, and, as it were, 
but alfo of the Women of that Country, who us'd the Superior of the Company $ who faid, <r That 
to contend for the Honour of dying with their €t he thought Alexander worthy of Admiration, 
common Husband. This Privilege was referv'd tfC in feeking thus for Wifdom, in the Midft of 
for that Wife whom the Husband had lov'd moft l€ the Cares of his Government: That he was the 
affectionately ; and was given in her Favour, by " firft, who' had ever united in hirnfelf the two 
the Sentence: of Perfons appointed for that Purpofe j " Characters of Conqueror and Philofopher j that 
who never gave a Judgment till fuchTime as they " it were to be wiuVd, that the Latter fhould be 
made a (trier Examination, and heard the Allega- " found in thofe, who might infpire the Wifdom 
tions on all Sides. The Wife on whom the Pre- " which they themfelves pc-fTefs'd, and command 
ferencc was beftow'd, ran to meet Death, and af- 49 it by their Authority." He added, That he 
rended the funeral Pile with incredible Joy and could not conceive the Motive which had prompt- 
Patience; whilft the Surviving Wives withdrew in ed Alexander to undertake fo long and painful a 
the deepeft Tranfports of Affliction, and with their Journey, nor what he came in Search of, in fo far 
Eyes bath'd in Tears. diftant a Country. 

The Defcri prion which Porphyrias has left us of Oneficritus being very urgent with both of them 
thefe Philofophers, refembles, in many Particu- to quit their aufterc U ay of Life, and follow the 
lars, that given above. According to this Au- Fortune of Alexander % faid, that they would find 
thor, the brachmans live on Herbs, Roots, and in him a generous Matter and Benefactor, who 
Fruits: They abftain from Animals of every kind, would heap upon them Honours, and Riches oi 
and if they touch any, they render themfelves by all kinds j mandams, a/Turning a haughty, philo- 

fophical 
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fophical Tone, anfvver*d, " That he did not want call che Soldiers together, he made the following 
ft Alexander, and was the Son of Jupiter as well Speech : c * L am not ignorant, O Soldiers, chat 
tf as himfeif: That he was exempted from Want, '* the Indians have publiftVd fcveral Things, pur- 
<e Defire, or Fear : That as long as hefhould live, <e pofeb" to terrify us ; but fuch Difcourfes and 
<c the Earth would furniih hirri all Things nccef- 4i Artifices are not unufual to you : Thus the Per - 
* f fary for his Sublicence, and chat Death would " feans defcrib'd the Straits at Cilicia, the wide 
" rid him of a troublefome Companion (meaning ** extended Plains of Mefopotamia* che Rivers Tj- 
** his Body) and fee him at full Liberty." Ca+ " gris and Euphrates, as fo many infurmount- 
/anus, however, appear'd more traceable; and, " able Difficulties ; and yet your Bravery conqucrV 
notwithstanding the Oppofition", and even the Pro- " them. Do you repent your having follow'd mr 
hjbition of his Superior, who reproach'd him for " thus far ? As your glorious Deeds have van- 
his abject Spirit, in ftoopingfo low as tofervean- *' quihVd you a Multitude of Provinces j a*s yov. 
other Matter befides God, he follow'd Onejtcritus, ct have extended your Conquefts beyond the laxat - 
and went to Alexander's Court, who receiv'd him " thes, and Mount Caucajus ; as you fee the Ri- 
wich great Demonftrations of Joy. " vers of India flow through the Midft of your 

We find by Hiftory, that this People us'd often t€ Empire; why- are you afraid of crofliug th^ 
to employ Parables and Similitudes, the better to " Hypafes, and of fetting np your Trophies on che 
exprefs their Thoughts. One Day, as he was dif- " Banks of it. as on thofe of the Hydafpes? What. 1 
courfing with Alexander , upon the Maxims of a C( can the Elephants, whofe Number is fo falfly 
wife Policy, and a prudent Adminiftration, he ex- " augmented, terrify you to fuch a Degree ? And 
hibited to chat Prince a fenfible Image, and a na- €c bas not Experience caught you, chat they are 
tural Emblem of his Empire. He laid upon the " more deftru&ive to their own Matters, than to 
Ground a great Ox-hide, which was very dry, fc the Enemy? Endeavours are ufed to intimidate 
and fhrunk up, and chen fet his Foot upon one " you, by che dreadful Idea of innumerable Ar- 
End of it : The Hide being prefs'd at one End, " mics ; but are they more numerous than thofe 
fell lower, and all the other Ends flew up : Going cc of Darius ? 'Tis fure very late for you Co count 
thusquice round the Hide, and prefling the feveral " the Legions of the Enemy, after your Victories 
Ends of it, he made him obferve, that whilft he " have made AJJa a Defart. Twas when you 
lowered it on one Side, all the reft rofe up, till C€ crofs'd the Hcl/efpont, that you ought to have 
treading at laft upon the Middle, the Hide fell €e reflected on the Smallnefs of our Forces : But 
equally on all Sides. By this Image he hinted to cc now, the Scythians form Part of our Army j 
him, that it would be proper for him to refide in " the Baclrians, the Sogdians, and the Daha, are 
the Centre of his Dominions, and not undertake ' c with us, and fight for our Glory. However, I 
fuch long Journies. We fhall foon fhew the Kea- " don't depend on thofe Barbarians : 'Tis on you 
der, the Manner in which this Philofopher ended " only that 1 rely; your victorious Arms only are 
his Days. « prefent to my Imagination, aod your Courage 

Mean while, Alexander being determin'd to con- * c alone promifes me certain Succefs. As long as 
tinue the War fo long as he mould meet with new *' I fhall be furrounded with you in Fight, 1 lhall 
Nations, and to look upon them as Enemies whilft " not have any Occafion to count the Number of 
they fliould live independent on him, bent his " my Troops, nor that of the Enemy, provided 
Thoughts upon cro fling the Hypafes : Whereupon, " you exhibit thofe Marks of Joy and Confidence 
he was told, that after pafling that River, hemuft " you have hitherto difcoverti. Not only our 
travel eleven Days through JDefarts, and that then €t Glory, but even our Safety is at Stake : Should 
he would arrive at the Ganges, the greateft River " we now retreat, 'twill be fuppofed that we fly 
in all India. That farther in the Country liv'd * c before our Enemies, and from that Moment we 
the Gangarida, and the Prafti, whofe King was " fhall appear as mean as the Enemy will be judg'd 
preparing to defend the Entrance to his Dominions, cr formidable ; for you are fenfible, that in War 
at the Head of Twenty thoufand Horfe, and Two " Reputation is every Thing. 'Tis in my Power 
hundred thoufand Foot, reinfore'd by Two thou- " to make ufe of Authority, and yet I employ 
fand Chariots j and, which ftruck the greateft Ter- Entreaties only: Do not abandon (I conjure 
ror, with Three thoufand Elephants. This Re- c< you) I don't fay your King and Matter, but 
port being fpread through the Army, furpriz'd c< your Pupil and Companion in Battles : Don't 
all the Soldiers, and raifed a' general Murmur; <c break to Pieces, in my Hand, that fo glorious 
particularly the Macedonians, who, after having cc Palm, which will foon, unlefs Envy fliould rob 
travelled through fo many Countries, and being " me of fo great a Glory, equal me to Hercules* 
grown grey in the Field, were continual!/ direct- " and to Bacchus." As the Soldiers flood with 
ing their Eyes and Wi flies towards their dear, na- their Eyes caft on the Ground, and did not once 
tive Country, made loud Complaints, that Alex- ODen their Lips; " What! continued he, do I 
anderfhould every Day heap War upon War, and 
Danger on Danger. They had undergone, but 
juft before, inexprcffible Fatigues, having been 
exposed to Rain, accompany'd with Storms and 
Thunder, for above two Months. Some bewaiTd 
their Calamities in fuch Terns as raifed Compaf- 

fion; others infolcntly cry'd aloud, that they would 
march no farther. 

Alexander, being informed of this Tumult, and 
that fee ret Aflemblies were made in his Camp, to 
prevent the ill Confcquences of them, fent for the 
Oflicerj into his Tent, and commanding them to 
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€t then fpeak to the Deaf? Will no one liflen to 
mr, nor condefcend to anfwer. Alas ! J am 
abandon'd, I am betray'd, I am delivered up to 

the Enemy. But, I'll advance ftill farther, 

though I go alone. The Scythians, and Baft- 
<9 rians, more faithful than you, will follow me 
t€ whitherfoever I may lead them. Return, then, 
to your Country, and boaft, ye Defertcrs of your 
King, that you abandon'd him. Asfor me, i will 
4C here meet, either wi r h the Viftory you defpair of, 
ct or with a glorious Death, which henccfoj ward 
,c ought to be the fole Objcft of my Wiflies. 11 
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Notwithfiandinp; this lively, pathetic Speech, 
the Soldiers kill kept a profound Silence ': They 
waited in rZxpefhuson of hearing iheir Comman- 
ders :ind chief OlHcers remonltrate to the King, 
that their Aftl-ctton was as ftrong as ever ; but 
that, as their Bodies were cover M with Wounds, 
and worn out with Toils, it would be impoillble 
for them to continue the War. However, not one 
of them prefum'd to addrefs him in chcir Favour: 
The Examples of Clitus, and of Calli/thenes, were 
ftill frefh in their Memories ; the Officers, who 
were then with him, had a hundred Times ven- 
tur'd their Lives, in Battle, for their Prince ; but 
they hud not the Courage to hazard the lofing of 
their Fortunes by telling him the Truth. Whillt 
therefore the Soldiers, as well as Officers, conti- 
nued Dumb, without once daring to lift up their 
Eyes, there rofe, on a Sudden, a Murmur, which 
incrcafing, by infeniible Degrees, broke into fuch 
deep Groans and Floods of Tears, that the King 
himfelf, whofe Anger was now changed into Com- 
panion, could not forbear weeping. 

At lair, whilft the whole Allembly were in 
Tears, and in deep Silence, Castius took Courage, 
and drew near to the Throne, difcovering, by his 
Air and Action, that he defircd to fpeak. And, 
when the Soldiers faw him take off his Helmet, 
this being the Cuftom when any Perfon fpoke to 
the King, they befought him to plead the Caufe 
of the Army ; and accordingly he fpoke as follows : 
*' No, Sir, we are not changed with Regard to 
*' our Affection for you ; God forbid that fo great 
<£ a Calamity fhould ever befal us. We {hall al- 
" ways be infpir'd with the fame Zeal, the fame 
" Affection and Fidelity : We arc ready to follow 
«' you at the Hazard of our Lives, and to march 
« whitherfoever you fhall think fit to lead us : But, 
«' if your Soldiers may be allow'd to lay before 
« you their Sentiments fincerely, and without Dif- 
*' guifc, they befcech you to condefcend fo far, as 
«' to give car to their refpectful Complaints, which 
* e nothing, but the moft extreme Ncceffity, could 
« have forced from them. The Greatncfs, Sir, of 
" your Exploits, has vanquilh'd, not only youriinc- 
*' mies, but even your Soldiers themfelves. We 
«« have done all that it was poffible for Men to do : 
*< We have crofs'd Seas and Lands. We fhall foon 
« have ir.arch'd to the End of the World; and 
«< you are meditating the Conqueft of another, by 
** going in Search of new Indias> unknown to the 
»' Indians themfelves: Such a Thought may be 
«' worthy of your Courage? but it furpafles ours, 
(t and our Strength ftill more. Behold thefe 
« ghaftly Faces, and thefe Bodies, quite cover'd 
" with Wounds and scars. You are fenfiblc how 
*' numerous we were at your fir It fetting out, and 
«' you fee what now remains of us. The few, 
«' who have c leaped fo many Toils and Dangers, 
■** arc neither brave, nor ftrongj enough to follow 
** you. All of them long to ice again their Rc- 
" lations and Country, there to enjoy in Peace the 
«< Fruit of their Labours, and your Victories, 
4t Allow them a Delire which is natural to all 
« f Men: 'Twill be glorious, Sir, for you, to have 
« lix'd fuch Boundaries to your Forcuime, as your 
<< Moderation only could have fettled; and to 
" have van'iviifh'd your/bli'j after having conqucr'd 

" all your Iwemies. " 

f : is had 10 fooner fpoke, but there iveiv 
he. r>n * iiJvs 3 Crieu, arid ennf'tr-d Vukc-, 



himfelf up two Days 
fpeaking to any one, 
Friends; in order to 



inter rnix'd with Tears, calling upon the King, as 
their Lord, and their Father. Afterwards, all the 
reft of the Officers, efpecially thofe who alTum'd 
a greater Authority, becaufe of their Age, and 
for chat Reafon could be be better exeufed the 
Freedom they took? made the fame humble Re- 
queft ; but ftill the King would not comply with 
it. It muft co ft a Monarch many Pangs, before 
he can prevail with himfelf to refign Things a- 
gainft his Inclination : Alexander, therefore, ffiuc 

in his Tent, without once 
not even to his familiar 
fee whether fome Change 
might not be wrought in the. Army, as frequently 
happens on fuch Occafions : But, finding it would 
be impoflible to change the Refolution of the Sol- 
diers, he commanded them to prepare for their 
Return. This News fill'd the whole Army with 
inexprefHble Joy 5 and Alexander never appear'd 
greater, or more glorious, than on this Day, in 
which he defign'd, for the Sake of his Subjects, to 
facrifice fome Part of his Glory and Grandeur. 
The whole Camp echo'd with Praifes and Blef- 
ings, for Alexander having fuffer'd himfelf to be 
overcome by his own Army ; he, who was invin- 
cible to the Reft of the World. No Triumph is 
comparable to thofe Acclamations and Applaufes 
that come from the Heart, and which are the 
ftrong, fincere Overflowings of it; and 'tis great 
Pity that Princes are not more affected with them. 

Alexander had not fpent above three or four 
Months, at moft, in conquering all the Country 
lying between the Indus and the Hypafes, call'd to 
this Day Pengaby that is, the jive IVattrs, becaufe 
of the five Rivers which water it. Before his fet- 
ing out, he raifed twelve Altars, to ferve as fo 
many Trophies and Thankfgivings for the Victo- 
ries he had obtain'd. He afterwards crofs'd the 
Hydraotes, and left Porus all the Lands he had 
conqucr'd, as far as the Hypafes : He alfo recon- 
ciled this Monarch with Taxi/us, and fettled a Peace 
between them, by Means of an Alliance, equally 
advantageous to both. From thence he went and 
encamp'd on the Banks of the Acefims j but great 
Rains having made this River overflow its Banks, 
and the adjacent Countries being under Water, he 
was oblig'd to remove his Camp higher up. Here 
a Fit of Sickncfs carry'd offCanus, whofe Lofs was 
bewail'd by the King and the whole Army. There 
was not a greater Officer among the Macedonians, 
and he haddiftinguinVd himfelf, in a very pecu- 
liar Manner, in every Battle in which he engag'd. 
He was one of thofe Angularly good Men, zealous 
for the pub lick Good, all whole Actions are free 
from felf i'nterefted, or ambitious Views, and who 
bear fo great a Love to their King, as to dare to 
tell him the Truth, be the Confequcnce what it 
will. But now Alexander was preparing for hiu 
Departure. 

His Fleet confifted of eight hundred Vcflcls, :v, 
well Gallics as Boats, to carry the Troops and 
Provision. Every Thing being ready, the whole 
Army cmbark'd, about the Setting of the Pleiades 
or Seven Stars, according to Arjjlobulus ; that is, 
about the End of October. The iiitli Day, the 
Fleet arriv'd where the Hydafpcs and Acefims mix 
their Screams. Here the Ships were very muHi 
fiiutccr'Jj becaufe thefe Rivers unite with fuch pro 
di/^ious Rapidity, that as great Storms nrile in 
(Ji;s Pan, as in 1 ho open Sea. At lad ho can.', in: * 
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the Country of the Oxydraca and the Mailt, the 
moft valiant People in that Country. Thefe were 
perpetually ac War with one another j but, hav 
ing united for their mutual Safety* they had 
drawn together Ten Thoufand Horle, and Four- 
fcore Thoufand Foot, all vigorous young Men, 
and Nine Hundred Chariots. However, ^Alexan- 
der defeated them in feveral Engagements, dif- 
pofTels'd them cf fome ftrong Holds, and at laft, 
march'd againfl: rhe City of the Oxydraca, whither 
the greateft Part were retir'd. Immediately he 
caufes the- Scaling Ladders to be fetup 5 and, as 
they were not nimble enough for Alexander* he 
forces one of the Scaling Ladders from a Soldier; 
runs up the firit ( cover 'd with his Shield) and 
gets to theTop of the Wall, follow'd only by Peu- 
ceftes and Litnneus. The Soktiiers, believing him 
in Danger, mounted fwiftly to fupport him ; but 
Ladders breaking, the King was left alone. Mean 
While, Alexander, feeing himfelf the Butt againft 
which' all the Darts were levell'd, both from the 
Towers, and from the Rampart, was fo rafh, ra- 
ther than valiant, as to leap into the City, which 
was crouded with the Enemy ; he not having any 
Room to expect but to be taken, or kill'd, be- 
fore it would be poflible for him to rife, and 
without once having an Opportunity to defend 
himfelf, or revenge his Death. But, happily for 
him, he pois'd his Body -in fuch a Manner, chat 
he fell upon his Feet ; and finding himfelf {land- 
ing, Sword in Hand he repuls'd fuch as were 
xrearefr. him, and even kill'd the Leader of the 
Enemy, who advanc'd, in order to tun him thro\ 
Happily for him a fecond Time, not far from 
thence ltood a great Tree, againft the Trunk of 
which helean'd, his Shield receiving all the Darts 
that were fliot at him from far; for no one dar'd 
to approach him, fo great was the Dread, which 
the Eoldnefs of the Enterprise, and the Fire that 
fhdc from his Eyes, had ftruck into the Enemy, 
At laft, an Indian let fly an Arrow three Foot 
long (this being the Length of their Arrows) 
Which piercing his Coat of Mail, enter'd a con- 
flderable Way into his Body/a little above the 
Right Side. So great a Quantity of Blood ifibed 
from the Wound, that he dropped his Arms, and 
lay as dead. Behold then this mighty Conqueror, 
this Vanquilher of Nations, upon the Point of 
loting his Life, not at the- Head of his Armies, 
but in a Corner of an obfcure City, into which 
his Ralhnefs had driven him. The Indian, who 
had wounded Alexander, ran, in the greateftTranf- 
ports of Joy, to ftrip him; however, the King 
r.o fooner felt the Hand of his Enemy upon him, 
but, fir'd w ith the Thirft of "Revenge, he recall'd 
his Spirits 5 and, laying hold of this Indian, as he 
had no Armour, he at laft plung'd his Dagger 
into his Side iaome ol his chief Officers, as Peu- 
ccfles* Lwnattts, and Timaus, who had got to the 
Top ot die Wall with fome Soldiers, came up 
that Inltanr, and attempting Impoflibilities, for 
the Sake of faving their Sovereign's Life, they 
'fornVd themfelvts iu a Bulwark round his Body, 
and- 1 uf lain M' the \Vhole Effort of the Enemy.' Twas 
then chat a mighty Battle was fought round him. 
Nevcrthelefe, the Soldiers, who had climb'd up 

with 'the Officers above mentioned, having broken 
the Bolt*, of a little (late ftanding between two 
Towei by that Means, let in the Miwvdaniant : 
N>on alter flnv Tow 11 \v;r taken, and all chclnha- 
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bitants were put to the Sword, without Diftin£tion 
of Age or Sex. 

The firft Care they took, was to carry Alexander 
into his Tent ; where being got, the Surgeons cut 
off, fa very dexteroufly, the "Wood of the Shaft 
which had been mot into his Body, that the}' did 
not move the Steel-Point ; and, after undreiRng 
him, they found it was a bearded Arrow 5 and that 
it could not be pull'd out, without Danger, unlefs 
the Wound was widen*d. The King bore the O- 
peration with incredible Refolution, fo that there 
was noOccafion for People to hold him. TrjeTn- 
ciiion being made, 3nd the Arrow drawn out of 
the Wound, fo great a Quantity of Blood rufh'd 
from it, that the King fainted away. Every one 
thought him dead; but the. Blood being ftopp'd, 
he recover'd by infenfible Degrees, and knew the 
feveral Perfons about him. All that Day, . and the 
whole Night after, the Army continu'd underArms 
round his Tent ; and would not ftir from their 
Pofts, till certain News was brought of his be- 
ing better, and that he began to take a little 
Reft. 

At the End of the feven Days he had employ'd 
for his Recovery, before this Wound was clos'd, 
as he knew that the Report of his Death increas'-d 
among the Barbarians , he caus'd two VelTeis go 
be join'd together, and had his Tent pitch'd in 
the Middle, in Sight of every one ; purpofeiy to 
ihew himfelf to thofe who imagin'd him dead, 
and to ruin, by this Means, all their Projects, and 
the Hopes with which they flatter'd themfelves. 
He afterwards went down the River, going be- 
fore, at fome Drftance from the reft of the Fleet, 
for Fear left the Noife of the Oars fhould keep 
him from Sleep, which he very much wanted. 
When he v* as a little better, and able to go out, 
the Soldiers, who were upon Guard, brought him 
his Litter, but he refus'd it ; and, calling for his 
Horfe, mounted him. Ac this Sight \ al 1 the 
Shore, and the neighbouring Forcfts echo'd with 
the Acclamations of the Army, who imagin'd 
they law him rife, in fome Meafure, from the 
Grave. Being come near his Tent, he alighted, 
and walk'd a little Way, furrounded with a great 
Number of Soldiers, fome of whom kifs'd his 
Hands, whilft others clafp'd his Knees; others 
again were contented with only touching hi* 
Cloaths, and with feeing him ; but all, in gene- 
ral, burft into Tears, and calling for a Thoufand 
Bleflings from Heaven, wifti'd him long Life, and 

an uninterrupted Series of Profperity. 

At this Inftanc Deputies came from the Mailt, 
with the Chiefs of the Oxydraca, being one Hun- 
dred and fixty, befides the Governors of the Cities, 
and of the Province, who brought him Prefents, 
and paid Homage to him, pleading, in Excufe 
for not having done it before, their ftrong Love 
of Liberty. They dcclar'd, that they were ready 
to receive for their Governor, whomfoever he 
pleas'd to nominate; that they would pay him 
Tribute, and give him Hoftages. He requir'd 
them to furrender up a Thoufand of the chief 
Perfons of their Nation,\vhom he alfo might make 
ufe of in War, till fuch Time as he had Tubjeclcd 
all the Country* They put into his Hands fuch 

of his Countrymen as were handfomeft, and belt 
fliap'd, with rive hundred Chariots, though not 
demanded by him j at which the King was fo 
well pleas'd, that he gave them buck their Hof- 
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and appointed "Philip for their Gover- 
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J f chancier, who was over joy 'd at this EmbafTy, 
and found his Strength increafe daily, tafted wich 
fo much the greater Pleafure, the Fruits both of 
his Victory and Health, as he had like to have 
loft chem forever; whereupon, his chief Cour- 
tiers, and moft intimate Friends, thought it a 
proper Jun&ure, during this Calm and Serenity of 
his Mind, for them to pour out their Souls, and 
expofe their Fears to him : ' Twas Craterus fpoke 
on this Occafion. " We begin, Royal Sir, to 
breathe and live, now we find you in the Con- 
dition to which the Goodnefs of the Gods has 
reitor'd you. But how great were our Fears 
and our Griefs ! How feverely did we reproach 
ourfelves, for having abandon'd, in fuch an 
Extremity, our King, our Father ! 'Twas not 
in our Power to follow him ; but this did not 
extenuate our Guilt, and we look upon our- 
felves as Criminals, in not having attempted 
Impoflibilities for your Sake. But, Sir, never 
plunge us in fuch deep Affliction hereafter. 
Does a wretched, paltry Town, deferve to be 
bought at fo dear a Price, as the Lofs of your 
Life ? Leave thofe petty Exploits and Com- 
bats to us, and preferve your Perfon for fuch 
Occafions only as are worthy of it. We Hill 
lh udder with Horror, when we reflect on- what 
we fo lately were Spectators of. We have feen 
the Moment, when the moft abject Hands upon 
Earth w ere going Co feize the greateir. Prince 
in the Univerfe, and defpoil him of his Robes. 
Permit us, Sir, to fay, you are not your own 
Matter, but owe yourfeJf to us : We have a 
Right over your Life, fince ours depends on 
it $ and we dare take the Freedom to conjure 
you, as being your Subjects, and your Chil- 
dren, to be more careful of fo precious a Life, 
if not for your own Sake, at leaft for ours, and 
for the Felicity of the Univerfe/* 
TheK 

timonies o 

them feverally, with inexprefiible Tendernefs, he 
anfwer'd as follows : / cannot enough thank you all 
preftnt, %vbo are fie Flower of my Citizens and 
Friends^ not only for your having, this Day, pre- 
ferred my Safety to your own, but alfofor the ftrong 
Proof you have given me of your Zeal and Affec- 
tion, ever /nice 1 firjl jet out upon my Campaign j 
and, if any Tiling" is capable of making me wijh for 
a Ictwcr Life, it is the Pleafure of enjoying, for 
Tears to come, fuch valuable Friends as you. But 
yive me Leave fo objetve, that, in fomc Cafes, we 
differ very much in Opinion. Tou wijh to enjoy me 
longs and even, if it were poffible, for ever j but, 
as to my J "elf, I compute the Laigth of my hxiftence, 
not by Tears, but by G/oty. J might have confined 
my slmbition within the narrow Limits of Macedo- 
nia ; and, contented with the Kingdom my Ancfjlors 
left me t have waited, in the Mid ft of Pleajurts and 
indolence, jor an inglorious Old Slge. I own, that, 
if my riiiorn i , not my Tears, are computed, ljhall 
feem to have liv'd long ; but, can you imagine that, 
after having made Lurope and'Afa but one Em- 
pire \ after having conquer 7/ the two noblejl Parts 
of the /rot Id, in the I tnth Tear of my Reign, and 
the fhiitieth cf my s/ge, that it will become me to 
jhp in the midji of jo noble a Career, and difcon- 
finue the Purj'uit <J Glory, to which I have entirely 
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ing was ftrongly touch'd with thefe Tef- 
of their Affection, and having embraced 



devoted myfelf? Know, that this Glory ennobles ail 
Things, and gives a true and folid Grandeur tu 
whatever appears infignificant. In what Place jb- 
ever I may fight, ljhall famcy myfelfupon the Stagy 
of the World, and in c Prefence of all Mankind I 
confefs that I have a(chiev*d mighty Things hither* 
to ; but the Country we are now in\ reproaches mc 
that a Woman has done ft ill greater, *Tis Serni- 
ramis / mean. How many Nations did Jhe conquer ! 
How many Cities were built by her ! What magni- 
ficent and Jtupcndous Works did Jhe finijh ! How 
jhame/ul is it that I Jhould have not yet rifen to fo 
exalted a Pitch of Glory ! Do but correfpond with 
my Ardour, , and ljhall foon furpafs her. Defend 
me only from fecret, Cabals, and domeftick Treajbns, 
by which moft Princes Iffe their Lives, I take the 
Reft upon myjelf, and will be anfwerable to you for 
the Events of ' the War. 

This Speech gives us a perfect Idea of Alex- 
ander^ Character j he had no Notion of true Glo- 
ry ; he did not know either the Principle, Rule, 
or End of it j he certainly plac'd it where it was 
not ; he was ftrongly perluaded of the vulgar Er- 
ror, and cheriflTd itj he fancy 'd himfelf born 
meerly for Glory ; and chat none could be acquir'd 
but by fuch Conquefts as were unbounded, unjuft, 
.and irregular. In the impetuous Tranfports with 
which a miftaken Glory fir'd him, he foliow'd 
neither Reafon, Virtue, nor Humanity j and, as 
though his ambitious Caprices ought to have been 
a Rule and Standard to all other Men, he was fur- 
priz'd that neither his Officers nor his Soldiers 
would enter into his Views 5 and aflifted, but very 
unwillingly, his ridiculous Enterprizes. 

.After having ended his Speech, Alexander dif- 
mifs'd the Aflembly, and continued encamp'd for 
fevcral Days in that Place : He afterwards went 
upon the River, and his Army march'd after him 
upon the Banks. He then came among the Sa- 
braca, a powerful Nation of Indians ; who had le- 
vy'd iixtyThoufand Foot, and fixThoufand Horfe, 
and reinfore'd them with rive Hundred Chariots : 
However, the Arrival of Alexa?ider fpread a Ter- 
ror through the whole Coup try, and accordingly 
they fent Embafiadors to furrender themfelves. 
After having built another City, which he alfo 
calPd Alexandria, he arriv'd in the Territories of 
Muficanus, a very rich Prince, and afterwards in 
thofe of King Samus. 'Twas there that Ptolomy 
was dangerouily wounded; for the Indians had 
poifon'd all their Arrows and Swords, fo that the 
Wounds they made were mortal. Alexander, who 
had the higheft Love and Efteem for Ptolomy, was 
very much afflicted, and caus'd him to be brought 
in his Bed near him, that he himfelf might have 
an Eye to his Cure. He was his near Relation, 
and, according to fome Writers, a natural Son of 
Philip : He was one of the braved: Men in the 
Army, was highly eftcem'd in War, and had 
grcacer Talents for Peace. He was avcrfe to Lux- 
ury, vaftly generous, eafy of Accefs, and did not 
imitate the Pomp, which Wealth and Profperiry 
had made the reft of the Macedonian Noblemen 
indulge themfelves in : In a Word, 'tis hard co 
fay, whether he was moft efteem'd by his Sove- 
reign or his Countrymen, We are told, there 
appcar'd to him, in a Dream, a Dragon, which 
prefentccl him an Herb, as an effectual Remedy : 
And that, upon his waking, he order'd it to be 
fene for, when laying it upon the Wound, it was 

healM 
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heal'd in a few Days, which fill'd the Army with went and join'd the reft of his Fleet and Army, 
univerfal Joy. which waited for him in Patala, or the Neigh- 

Thc King continuing his Voyage, arriv'd at bourhood thereof. 
Pat a/a, about the Beginning of the Dog- Days, Being return'd to Patala, Alexander prepared 
that is, about the End of July\ fo chat the Fleet all Things for the Departure of his Fleet; and 
was em ploy 'd nine Months, at leaft, from its fet-. appointed Nearcbus Admiral of it, the only Of- 
cing out, till its Arrival at Patala. There the ficer, who had the Courage to accept of this Corn- 
River Indus divides into two large Arms, and miflion, which was a very hazardous one, becaufe 
forms an Ifland, but much larger, like the tDclta they were to fail over a Sea quite unknown to 
of the File ; and hence the City abovemention'd them. ^ The King was very much pleas'd at his 
received its Name, Patala, according to Arrian, accepting it; and, after teftifying his Acknow- 
fignifying in the JndianTongue, the fame as Delta ledgmene upon that Account, in the moll: obliging 
in the Greek, Alexander caus'd a Citadel to be Terms, commanded him to take the beft Ships in 
built in 'Patala, as alfo a Harbour, and an Arfe- the Fleet, and found the Sea-Coaft, extending 
nal for the Shipping: This being done, he em- from Indus to the Bottom of the Perjian Gulph: 
bark'd on the Right Arm of the River, in order And, after having given thefe Orders, he fet out 
to fail as far as the Ocean, expofing, in this Man- by Land for Babylon. 

ner, fo many brave Men, to the Mercy of a Ri- However, Nearcbus did not leave the Indus at 
ver, with which they were wholly unacquainted, the lame Time with Alexander ; it was not then 
The only Confolation they had, in this rafti En- the Seafon proper for Sailing. 'Twas Summer, 
terprize, was, Alexander's uninterrupted Succefs. when the Southern Sea -Winds rife ; and the Sea- 
By that Time he had fail'd twenty Leagues, the fon of the North- Winds, which blow in Winter, 
Pilots told him they felt the Sea- Air, and there- was not yet come. He, therefore, did not fet Sail 
fore bciiev'd the Ocean could not be far off. Upon till about the End of September, which was too 
this News, leaping for Joy, he befought the Sai- foon ; and accordingly, he was incommoded by 
lors to row with all their Strength, and told the Winds fome Days after his Departure, and oblig'd 
Soldiers ; That they, at loft, were come to the End to Ihelter himfelf for twenty-four Days. We are 
of their Toils, which they had fo earneftly defied ; beholden for thefe Particulars to Arrian ; who has 
that now, nothing could oppoje their Falour, nor add given us an exaft Journal of this Voyage, copy'd 
to their Glory ; that without fighting any more, or from that of Nearcbus the Admiral. 
jpilling of Blood, they were Mafters 0/ ' the Univerfe; After having left Patala, Alexander march'd 
that their Exploits had the fame Boundaries with through the Country of the Grit a, the Capital 
Nature ; and that they would be Speculators of Things whereof was call'd Or a or Rhambacis ; where he 
known only to the immortal Gods. was in fuch Want of Provifions, that he loft a 

Being come nearer the Sea, an Incident, that great Number of Soldiers ; and brought back 
was new and unheard of, with Regard to the Ala- from Inclia fcarce the fourth Part of his Army, 
cedonians, threw them into the utmofl Confufion, which had confided of an Hundred and Twenty 
and expos'd the Fleet to thegreateft Danger; and Thoufand Foot, and FifteenThoufandHorfe Sick- 
this was the ebbing and flowing of the Ocean, nefs, bad Food, and the excellive Heats had fwept 
Forming a Judgment of this wide extended Sea, away a numberlefs Multitude; but Famine made 
from that of the Mediterranean, which only was a ftiil greater Havock in this barren Country, 
known to them, and whofe Ebbings are impercep- which was neither plough'd nor fow'd ; its fnha- 
ciblej they were very much aftoniih'd when they bitants being Savages, who far'd very hard, and 
few it fwell to a great Height, and overflow the led a moll uncomfortable Life. After they had 
Country ; and look'd upon it as a Mark of the eaten all the Palm-Tree Roots that could be met 
Anger ol the Gods, to punilh their Raflmefs.They with, they were oblig'd to feed upon the Bcalts 
were no lefs furpriz'd and terrify'd fome Hours of Burthen, and next upon their War- Horfcs : And 
after, when they faw the ebbing of the Sea, which after they had no Beafts left to carry their Bag- 
i.ow withdrew, as it had before ad vane'd, leaving gage, they were fore'd to burn thofe rich Spoils, 
thofc Lands uncovcr'd it had fo lately ovcrflow'd. for the Sake of which the Macedonians had run 
The Fleec was very much fhactcr'd, and the Ships through the Extremities of the Earth. The Plague, 
being upon dry lland, the Fields were cover'd a Difeaky which generally accompanies Famine, 
with Cloaths, with broken Oars and Planks, as compleated the Calamity of the Soldiers, and de- 
after a great Storm. ^ ftroy'd great Numbers of them. 

At Jalt Alexander y after having fail'd full nine However, after marching fixty Days, Alexander 
Months in Rivers, arri v'd at the Ocean y where ga- arriv'd on the Confines of Gedrofia, where he found 
aing with the ucmoft Eager nefs upon that vail Plenty of all Things: For the Soil was not only 
Expanfe of Waters, he imagin'd that this Sight, fruitful, but the Kings, and Great Men who lay 
worthy fo great a Conqueror as himfelf, greatly nearcft that Country, fent him all Kind of Pro- 
overpaid all the Toils he had undergone, and the vifions. He continued fome Time there, in order 
many Thoufand Men he had loft, to arrive at it. to refrefh his Army. The Governors of India ha- 
He then offer 'd Sacrifices to the Gods, and par- ving fent, by his Order, a great Number of Horfcs, 
ticulariy to Neptune ; threw into the Sea the Bulls and all Kinds of Beafts of Burthen, from the fe- 
he had flaughtcr'd, and a great Number of Golden vcral Kingdoms fubjeffc to him, he remounted his 
Cups i and bofoughc the Gods, not to fuffcr any Troops; equipped thofc who had loft cvcryThingj 
Mortal alter him, to exceed the Bounds of his and loon after prcfented all of them with Arms, 
Expedition. Finding he had extended his Con- as beautiful as thofe they had before; which it 
que Its to the Extremities ol the Earth, on that was very cafy for him to do, as they were upon 
Side, he imagin'd he had compleated his mighty the Confines ofPerfia, at that Time in Peace, and 
JJeiivi'ii; and, highly delighted with himfelf, he in a very flourifhing Condition. 

He 



He arriv'd in Carmanidy noW" call'd Kernian, 
and went through it, riot with, the Aif and Equi- 
page of a Warrior and a Conqueror, but in a 
Kind of Mafquerade, and Bacchanalian Feftivity; 
corrimktirig the rhoft riotous and extravagant At 
tions. He was drawn by eight Horfes, himfelf 
being fcated ori a magnificent Chariot, above 
whicri a Scaffold was rais'd, (hap'd like a fquare 
Stage, where he pafs'd the Days and Nights in 
Feafts and Caroufing. This Charibt-was preceded, 
and fbllow'd, by a nurhberlefs Multitude of others, 
forrie of which,' in the Shape of Tents, were co- 
vered with rich Carpets, and Purple Coverlets 5 
and others, fliap'd like Cradles, were overfhadow'd 
with Branches bf Trees. On the Sides of the 
Roads, and at the Doors of Hoiifes, a great Num- 
ber of ftav'd Casks were plac'd, whence the Sol- 
diers drew Wine in large Flaggons, Cups and 
Goblets, got ready for that Purpbfe. The whole 
Country round echo'd with the Sound of Inftru- 
ments, and the Howling of 'the Bacchantes, Who, 
with their Hair difiievel'd, and, like fb many 
r'rantick Creatures, ran iip and down, induljging 
themfelves in licentious Acts of every Kind, l^hele 
feveral Things he did, in Imitation of theTriumph 
of Bacchus $ who, as we are tokl, crbfs'd all Jjia 
in this intemperate Manner, after he had Con- 
quer *d India. This riotous, diflblute March la fted 
icven Days, during all wriichTime the Army was 
never fober. 'Twas very happy (fays $uintws 
Curtius) for them, that the conquer^ Nations did 
not think of attacking them in this Conditbn 5 for 
a Thoufand refolute Men, well arm'd, might; 
with great Eafe, have defeated thefe Viclors of 
the Vlorld, when thus immers'd in Wine <and Ex- 

cefs. # , * 

Mean While, Nearchus ftill 'going along the 
Sea-Coaft, from the Mouth of the Iriausy came 'at 
laft into the Per/ian Gulph, aftd arriv'd at the 
Ifland of Harmufiay now call'd Ormus ; where he 
was iriform'd Alexander was not above five Days 
Journey from him. Having left the Fleet, there- 
fore, in a feenre Place, he went to nieec Alexan- 
der, accompany 'd only by fourPerfbns. The King 
was very anxious about his Navy, and when News 
was brought hirh A'earcbus was ; corne almoft alone, 
he imagin'd it had been intirely deftroy'd 5 and 
that the Admiral had been lb very happy, as- to 
efcape from the general Defeat. His Arrival cbn- 
firm'cl him ftill more in his Opinion, when he be- 
held a Company of £ale> lean- Creatures, whbfe 
Countenances were fo much charig'd^ it was fcarce 
poffible to know them again. Wnerefofe, taking 
tfcarcbns afide, he told him, he/was overjoy'd at 
his Return, but at the fame Time was inconfo- 
lable for the Lofs of his Fleet. Tour Fleet, Roydl 
SiKi'cry'd he immediately, "Thanks to the Gods, is 
not fcjt : Upon which he told him the Condition 
in wHich he leift it ; at which Alexander could not 
refrain fromTears, and confefs'd, this happy News 
gave him greater Plcafure than the Conqueft of all 
,A[;a. He heard, with uncommon Delight, the 
Account Ne'archus'^ave of his Voyage, and the 
Difcoverk's lie had made j and bid him 'return 
backs and go quite up the Euphrates as' far an 
Habylon, purfuant tb f the firft Orders he had given 

im. , . • , - • 

In Cat mania, many Cbrnpfo hits were made to 

'.He wilder i corttrerrlirtg XJovernors, arid other Of- 
ficer* who had gricvoufly opprefs'd the People of 
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various Provinces, during his Ab fence ; for, fully 
perfuaded -he would never turn back, they haci 
exercis'd every Kind of Rapine, Tyranny, Cruelty 
and Injufticc. But Alexander^ ftrongly affe&ed 
with their Grievances, and picre'd to the very 
Soul with their juft Complaints, put to Death as 
many as were guilty of Male-Adminiftration, and 
with them, fix hundred Soldiers, who had been 
the Inftrumencs. of their Exactions, and other 
Crimes. He even afterwards treated with the fame 
Severity, all fuch of his Officers, as were convi&cd 
of the like Guilt.j fo that his Government wai 
belov'd by all the conquer'd Nations* He was of 
Opinion, a Prince, owes this fhining Exam ble td 
his Hquity, which ought to check' every Kind ! <of 
Irregularity 5 to his Glory, to prove "he does riot 
connive; or fhare iff the. Injuft ice co"rhmi'tted. under 
his Name; to the Confolation of his ■Su'hje'£te> 
whom he arms with a Vengeance they themielveS. 
ought never to exercife ; in fhort> x<s t.he Safety 
of his Dominions^ which, by fo equitable an Adi 
miniftration, is fecuf'd from many Dangers, and 
very often irom Infurreclions. 'Tisa great Ori I 
happinefs to a Kingdom, when every Part of it 
echoes with Exaction s, Vexations; Opprelli on s, atfd 
Bribery , and not fo much as a - (ingle Man is 
puniih'd, as a Terror to the Reft ; and t that' the 
whole Weight of the piiblick Authority falls only 
upon the People, and never on thofe who plunder 
them. . ' , 

The great Pleafure Alexander' took, in the Ac*, 
count which Nearcbus gave him of his fortunate 
Voyage; made that Prince have a great Inclina- 
tion to fail upon the Ocean. He prd|?os ? d no left 
than -to proceed from the *PerfiaH Guhv round A- 
rabia and Africa, and return into die Mediterra- 
nean, by the Streights'bf Gibraltar 3 , ^ealPd at that 
Time the Pillars of Hercules y i Vopgey which 
had been feveral times attempted,- and. once per- 
form'd, by Order of a : King of Egypt? call'd Ne- 
cbao, as we obferv'd upon another 'Occafion. 'Twas 
afterwards his Defijkrr, when : he>/!hbold havfc 
check'd the Pride tt 'CarthdgeJ agaihft which he 
was greatly exafperated, to crofs into [ Spairi, cavi- 
led, by the Greeks, l lberia y from tfhe 'River Iberui: 
He next, was to match over the Alps; and coaft 
along Italy, where he would have -Bad 6ut a fhort 
Paflage into Epiru's, and froni thence into Mace- 
donia. For this Purpofe, he fent Oiders to the 
Vice-Roys of Mesopotamia and Syria, to build ih 
feveral Parts of the Euphrates y and particularly at 
Thapfacus, Ships fufficierit for that Enterprise; and 
he . caused to be felPd, on Mount Libanus, a great 
Number of Trees, which were to be carry 'd to 
the a'boyeinencion'd City. But this Defign, as 
well as a great many more he meditated, were aft 
defeated by his immature Death. 

Continuing his March, he went to PaffjganU, 
a City of Perjia ; Or fines was Governor of the 
County, and the greatcft Nobleman in it. He 
defcended from Cyrus; and, befides the Wealth he 
inherited from his Anceftors, he himfelf had a- 
mafs'd great Treafures, having, for many Years 
pre'fid&i over a large Country. He had tJone the 
King a figrral Piec« of Service : The Perfian, who 
commanded over the Provinces during Akxander^ 
Expeditibn into India^ happened co-diej when Or- 
fines 'obferving, thaD/ for Want of a Governor, 
al^ Things were running to Confufion, took the 
Aclmi nitration upon himfelf 5 compos'd Matters 
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very happily ; and preferved them in the utmoft 
Tranquillity till the King's Arrival. He went to 
meet him, with Prefents of all kinds for himfelf, 
as well as his Officers ; confiding of a great Num- 
ber of line manag'd Horfes, Chariots enrich'dwith 
Gold and Silver, precious Moveables, Jewels, 
golden VefTels of prodigious Weight, purple Robes, 
a.M four thoufand Talents of Silver in Specie. 
However, this generous Magnificence proved fatal 
to him * for he prefented fuch Gifts to the princi- 
pal Grandees of the Gourt, as infinitely exceeded 
their Expectations, but gave nothingto the Eunuch 
Bagoas, the King's Favourite ; and this not from 
Forgetfulnefs, but out of Contempt ; for fome Pcr- 
fons telling him how much the King loved Bagoas, 
he anfwer'd, 1 honour the King** Friends* but not 
an infamous Eunuch. Thefe Words being told 
Bagoas, he employ'd all his Credit to ruin this 
Prince, fprung from the noblcft Blood in the Eqfl, 
and irreproachable in his Conduit. He even brib'd 
fome of his Attendants, giving them Jnftructions 
how to impeach him at a proper Seafon ; and in 
the mean Time, whenever he was alone with the 
King, he fill'd his Mind with Sufpicions and Dif- 
truft, letting drop ambiguous Words againft that 
Nobleman, as though it were by Chance; and 
diflembling very artfully the Motives of his Dis- 
content. Neverthelefs, the King fufpended his 
Judgment for the prefent, but difcover'd lefs E- 
fteem than before lor Orfines j who knew nothing 
of what was plotting againft him, fo fecretly the 
Affair was carry 'd on ; whilft the Eunuch, in bis 
private Difcourfes with Alexander, was perpetually 
charging him either with Exactions or Treafon. 

The great Danger to which Princes are expos'd, 
is the fuflfering themfelves to be thus prejudiced 
and over-reach'd by their Favourites j a Danger fo 
common, that St. Bernard, writing to Pope Euge- 
nius t allured him, he if were exempt from that 
Weaknefs, he might boaft himfelf to be the only 
Man in theWorld that was fo. What is here fpo- 
ken of Princes, is aplicablc to all who represent 
them: Great Men generally liften with Pleafure 
to the Slanderer, and for this Reafon, becaufe he 
generally puts on the Mask of Affection and Zeal, 
which looths their Pride. Slander always makes 
fome Impreflion on the moft equitable Minds ; and 
leaves behind it fuch dark and melancholly Traces, 
as raife Sufpicions, Jealoufies, and Diftrufts. The 
artful Slanderer is bold and indefatigable, becaufe 
he is furc to efcapc unpunifh'd ; and is fenfible, 
that he runs but very little Danger, in greatly pre- 
judicing others. As to the Great, they feldom 
enquire into fecret Calumnies, either from Indo- 
lence or Giddinefa ; their Shame to appear fufpi- 
cious, fearful, or diffident ; in ihort, from their 
L/nvvillingnefs to own, that they were impofed 
upon, and had abandon'tl themfelves to a rafh Cre- 
dulity. In this Manner, the mod: unfully'd Virtue, 
and the moft irreproachable Fidelity, are fre- 
quently brought to inevitable Ruin. 

Of this we have a fid Example, on this Occa- 
ilon; Bagoas, after having taken his Mcafures 
from far,' at hilt gave Birth to his dark Defign : 
Alexander, having caufed the Monument of Cyrus 
to be opened, in order to perform funeral Honours 
to the A flies of that great Prince, found nothing 
in it, but an old rotten Shield, two Scythian Bow s, 
aiitl a ScimfMir ; whereas he hop'd to have found 
it lull ol G'oh! and Silver as the Pet jians had rt- 
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ported. Upon this, the King laid a golden Crown 
on his Urn, and cover'd it with his Cloak ; vaftly 
furpriz'd, that fo powerful and renown'd a Prince 
had not been buried with greater Pomp than a pri- 
vate Man. Bagoas, thinking this a proper Time 
for him to fpeak, ** Arc we to wonder, fays he, 
to find the Tombs of Kings fo empty, fince the 
Houfes of the Governors of Provinces are fili'd 
with the Gold they drew from them ? f, indeed, 
have never feen this Monument ; but I have 
heard Darius fay, thatimmenfe Treafures were 
buried in it: Hence flow-d the unbounded Li- 
berality and Profufion of Qtjines, who, by be- 
llowing what he could not keep, without ruin- 
ing himfelf, thought to make a Merit thereof 
to you. " This Charge was without the Icalt 
Foundation ; and yet the Magi, who guarded the 
Sepulchre, were put to the Torture, but all to no 
Purpofe > and nothing was difcover'd relating to 
the pretended Theft. Their Silence, on this Oc- 
cafion, ought reafonably to have clear'd Orjines ; 
but the artful, insinuating Difcourfes of Bagoas, 
had made a deep Imprejflpn on the Mind of Sllex- 
ander, and by that MeaJs given Calumny an eafy 
Accefs to it. The Ac^fers, whom Bagoas had 
fuborn'd, having madff Choice of a favourable 
Moment, came and iiAeach'd Oi fines, charging 
him with the CommifficWof feveral odious Crimes, 

and among the reft, with ftealing the Treafures of 
the Monument. At this Charge, the Matter ap- 
pear'd no longer doubtful, and the Indications 
were thought fufficient 5 fo that this Prince was 
loaded with Chains, before he fo much as fufpected 
chat any Accufation had been brought againft him; 
and was put to death, without being fo much as 
heard, or confronted with his Accufers. Too un- 
happy Fate of fuch Kings, as do not perfonally 
liften to, and examine Things ; and who ftill con- 
tinue infatuated, notwithftanding the numberlefs 
Examples they read in Hi ftory of Princes, who have 
fallen into the like Snare. 

We have already faid, that there had follow'd 
the King an Indian, call'd Calanus, reputed the 
wifeft Man of his Country > who, though he pro- 
fefs'd the Practice of the moft fevere Philofophy, 
had yet been perfuaded, in his extreme old Agu, 
to attend upon the Court. This Man, having 
lived fourfcorc and three Years, without having 
been once afflicted with Sickncfa ; and having a 
very fevere Fit of the Cholick, upon his Arrival at 
Pajjagarda, refolved to put himfelf to death: 
Refolutely dctermxn'd, not to let the perfect Health, 
he had always enjoy'd, be injur'd by li ngring Pains; 
and being alio alTur'd of falling into the Hands of 
Phyficians, and of being tortur'd with Loads of 
Medicines, he befought the King to order the erect- 
ing of a funeral Pile for him ; and dcfir'd, that 
after he had afeended it, Fire might be fee to it. 
Alexander imagin'd C a /anus might eaiily be dif- 
fuaded from fo dreadful a Defign ; but finding, in 
Spite of all the Arguments he could ufe, that Ca- 
lanus was ftill inflexible, he was, at Lift, obliged 
toacquiefee with it. C a /anus then rode on Horfe- 
back to the Foot of the funeral l ; ile ; oftcr'd up his 
Prayers to the Gods; caufed Libations to be per- 
form'd upon himfelf, and the reft of the Ceremo- 
nies to«bc obferved, which arc practiied at Fune- 
rals ; cut oil" a Tuft of his Hair, in Imitation of 
Viclims; embraced fuch of his friends nu were 
prefent j intreated them to be merry that Day, 
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and co feaft and caroufe with Alexander; afiuring 
them, at the fame Time, that he would foon fee 
that Prince in Babylon. After faying thefe Words, 
he afcended, with the ucmoft Chearfulnefs, the 
funeral Pile, laid hirnfelf down upon it, and co- 
vered his Face ; and, when the Flame reach'd him, 
he did not make the leail Motion ; but, with a 
Patience and Conftancy that furpriz'd the whole 
Army, continued in the Pofture in which he at 
firft had laid hirnfelf ; and compleatcd his Sacri- 
fice, by dying purfuant to the Cuftom pra&ifed by 
the Sages of his Country. 

Hiltorians inform us, that People difFer'd very 
much in their Opinion of this Action : Some con- 



demn'd it, as fuiting only a frantick, fenfelefs 
Wretch ; others imagin'd, he was prompted to it 
out of Vain-glory, merely for the Sake of being 
gazed at, and to pafs for a Miracle in Conftancy, 
(and thefe were not miftaken j) others again, ap- 
plauded this falfe Heroifm, which had thus en- 
abled him to triumph over Sorrow and Death. 

Alexander ; being return'd into his Tent, after 
this dreadful Ceremony, invited feveral of his 
Friends and General-Officers to Supper j and, in 
Compliance with the Requefr. of Calanus, and to 
do him Honour, he propofed a Crown, as a Re- 
ward for him who fhould quaff molt. He, who 
who conquer'd on this Occafion, was Promachus, 
who fwallow'd four Vleafures of Wine, that is, 
eighteen or twenty Quarts. After receiving the 
Prize, which was a Crown worth a Talent, he 
furvived his Victory but three Days. Of thefe 
Guefts, Forty- one were kill'd by their Intempe- 
rance : A Scene, worthy of doling chat which Ca- 
lanus had a&ed a little before ! 

From Pajfagarda, Alexander came to Perfepo- 
lis; an. J, furveying the Remains of the Conflag- 
ration, was cxafperated againft hirnfelf, for his 
Folly infecting Fire to it: From thence he ad- 
. van red cowards Sufa: Mean while, Nearchus, in 
Compliance with his Orders, had begun to fail up 
the Euphrates wich his Fleet ; but, upon Advice 
that Alexander was going :o Sufa, he came down 
again to the Mouth of the Paft-tigris, and fail'd 
up that River to a Bridge, which Alexander was 
co crofs; and there the Naval and Land-armies 
join'd: Hereupon, the King offer'd to his Gods 
Sacrifices, by Way of Thanks for his happy Re- 
turn, and great Rejoycings were made in the Camp ; 
and A 'eat thus received the Honours due to him, 
for the Care he had taken of the Fleet; and for 
having conduced it fo far fafe, through numbcr- 
lefs Dangers. 

In Suja, Alexander found all the Captives of 
Quality he had left chere j whereupon, he mar 
ryied Statira, the cldcft Daughter of Darius, 
and gave the youngelr to his dear Hcphaftion : 
And in order that, by making thefe Marriages 
more common,* his own might not be cenfur'd, he 

, and 

pai favourites, ro imitate him. Ac- 
cordingly they ehofe, from among the nobleft Fa- 
milies of Per/ja, about fourfcore young Maidens, 
whom they marry'd. His Dcfign was, by thefe 
Alliances, to cement fo llrongly the Union of the 
two Nations, that they ihould thenceforward form 
but one, under his Km pi re : The Nuptials were 
folcmnized after the Per/Am Manner. He like- 
wife feafted all the reft of the Macedonians, who 
had marry'd before in thatCountay ; and it is faid r 
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perfu:sded the grcacefr Noblemen of his Court 
his principal Favourites, ro imitate him. 



that there were nine thoufand Guefts at this Feaft, 
and that he gave each of them a golden Cup, for 
the Libations. 

Not facisfy'd with this Bounty, he would alfo 
pay his Soldiers Debts : But finding that feveral 
would not declare the Sum they ow'd, for fear of 
its being an /Vrcifice, merely co difcover thofe 
among them who were too lavifli of their Money, 
he appointed, in his Camp, Offices, where all 
Debts were paid, without asking the Name either 
of the Debtor or Creditor. His Liberality was 
very great 00 this Occafion, and gave prodigious 
Satisfaction $ we are told, that it amounted to near 
ten thoufand Talents j but his Indulgence, in per- 
mitting every Perfon to conceal his Name, was 
a ftill more agreeable Circumftance. This done, 
he reproach 'd the Soldiers, for their feeming to 
lufpecl the Truth of his Promife and faid to them. 
That a King ought never to forfeit his Pf^ord with 
his Subjects ; nor his Subjetls JujpeEi that he could 
be guilty of fo Jhameful a Prevar ication. A truly 
royal Maxim ! as it forms the Security of a Peo- 
ple, and the moft folid Glory of a Prince j which, 
at the fame Time, may be infring'd for ever, by 
the Violation of a tingle Promife ; and this, in 
Affairs of Government, is the moft fatal of all 
Errors. 

At this Time, there arrived at Sufa, Thirty 
thoufand Perjian young Men, moft being of the 
fame Age, and call'd Epigones, that is, Succcjfors ; 
as coming to relieve the old Soldiers in their Duty 
and long Fatigues. Such only had been made 
^Choice of, as were the ftrongeft, and beft fhap'd 
in all Per/hi and had been lint to the Governors 
of fuch Cities, as were either founded or conquer'd 
by Alexander; who had inftru&ed them in mili- 
tary Difcipline, and in all Things relating to the 
Science of War. They were all very neatly drefs'd, 
and arm'd after the Macedonian Manner , and came 
and encamp'd before the City, where, drawing up 
in Battle-array, they were reviewed ; and performed 
their Exercifes before the King, who was ex- 
tremely well pleafcd, and very oountiful to them 
afterwards, at which the Macedonians took great 
Umbrage. And indeed, Alexander cbferving the 
latter were harrafs'd and tir'd out with the Length 
of the War, and often murmur'd in the Afiemblics; 
for that Reafbn was defirous of training up thefe 
new Forces, purpofely to check the Licentioufncfs 
of the Veterans: However, 'tis dangerous to dif 
guft a whole Nation, and to favour foreigners too 
openly. 

In the mean Time, Harpahts, whom Alexander* 
during his 'Expedition into India, had appointed 
Governor of Babylon, left his Service : Flattering 
hirnfelf with the Hopes, that this young Prince 
would never return from his Wars in that Cguncry, 
he had given a Loofe to all kinds of Diflblutencis, 
and conlunVd, in his infamous Revelling, Part of 
the Wealth with which he had been encrufted: 
Wherefore, as foon as he was inform'd chat Alex- 
ander, in his Return from India, punifh'd very fj- 
verely fuch of his Governors as had abus'd ihcir 
Power, he meditated how he might belt fecure 
hirnfelf; and for this Purpofe, he amafs'd five 
thoufand I alents, that is, fifteen Millions; af- 
1 em bled fix thoufand Soldiers, withdrew into At' 
tica, and landed at Athens. Immediately all fuch 
Orators as made a Trade of Eloquence, ran to hi m 
in Crowds, ready to take a Bribe, and corrupred 
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by Hope : Harpalus diftributed a lictle Portion of 
his Wealth among thefe Orators, to gain them 
over to his Intereil, but he fene Phocion {even 
hundred Talents, and even put his Perfon, under 
his Protection, well knowing the prodigious Au- 
thority he had over the People. 

The Fame of his Probity, and particularly of 
his Difintereftednefs, had gain'd him this Credit : 
Philip** Deputies having offer'd him great Sums 
of Money in that Prince's Name 5 and intreating 
him to accept them, if not for himfclf, at lea ft, 
for his Children ; who were fo poor, that it would 
be impoflible for them to fupport the Glory of his 
Name: If they rejemble me (re ply 'd Phocion) the 
little Spot of Ground> on the Produce of which I 
have hitherto liv y d, and which has raised me to the 
Glory you mention, will be fufficient to maintain 
them , if it will not, I don't intent to leave them 
Wealth, meerly to enourage and heighten their Lux- 
ury, Alexander having like wife fent him an hun- 
dred Talents, Phocion ask'd thofe who brought 
them, with what Defign Alexander fent him fo 
great a Sum, but did not remit any to the Reft of 
the Athenians ? 'Tis (reply'd they) becaufe Alex- 
ander looks upon you as the only jujl and virtuous 
Man : Then ( fays Phocion) let him filffir me JIM 
to enjoy that Chara&er, and be really what 1 am 
taken for. 

This premised, the Reader will fuppofe, he did 
not give a more favourable Reception to the Per- 
fons fent by Harpalus : And, indeed, he fpoke to 
them in very harfh Terms, declaring, he fhould 
immediately take fuch Meafures, as would be 
very difagreeable to the Perfon on wbofe Errand 
they came, in Cafe he did not leave off bribing 
the City } fo that Harpalus loft all Hopes from 
chat Quarter. 

Demojihenes did not, at firft, fhew more Favour 
to Harpalus : He even advis'd the Athenians to 
drive him out from their City, and not involve it 
in a War, upon a very unjuft Account, and at 
the fame Time, without the lcaft Neceflity. But, 
fome Days after, tlarpalus % as an Inventory was 

making of his Goods, having obferv'd Demojihenes 
took a particular Pleafure, m viewing one of the 
King's Cups of folid Gold* arid chat he admir'd 
theFalhion, and the Beauty of the Workmanfhipi 
deuVd him co poife it in his Hand, and tell him 
the fVeight of it. Demojihenes taking the Cup, 
was furpriz'd at its Hcavinefs, and accordingly 
ask'd him how much it weigh'd ? Harpalus an- 
fwer'd with a Smile, T wenty Talent s % I believe ; 
and that very Evening he fent him that Sum with 
the Cup; for fo great was the Penetration of Har 
palus, he could difcover, by the Air, and certain 
Glances, the Foible of a Man who was fmitten 
with the Charms of Gold. Demojihenes could noc 
refift its Power ; but, overcome by this Prefent, 
and being no longer Matter of himfelf, he join'd 
on a fudden, with the Party of Harpalus \ and the 
very next Morning, wrapping his Neck round fe* 
veral times with Woollen Cloch, which was ty'd 
very clofe, he went to the A trembly • The Peo- 
ple rh 
but h 
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yen order'd him to rife, and make a Speech, 
e refus'd, making Signs as though his Voice 
was lott ; upon which, fome Wags cry VI aloud, 

their Orator had been fciz'd in the Night, not 
with a Srjuincy> but an Argyrancy > giving thereby 
to nnderfranu, the Money of Harpalus nad fup- 
prefs'd his Speech. 



However, the People, being toIJ nc::t Day 01 
the Gift which had been fent to Dcmojio ncs, were 
highly exalpefated, and refus'd to he.ir hit, justi- 
fication. Harpalus was, thereupon, drove from 
the City j and, in order to difcover the Perlons 
who had taken Bribes, the Magi ft rates com- 
manded a ltri£t Search to be mad? in all the 
Houfes ; that of Carichs excepted, who, having 
marry 'd but a lictle before, was exempt from rliU 
Enquiry, in Refpect to his Bride. The Police- 
nefs flrewn, on this Occafion, does Honour to 
Athens, and is not always exeros'd where i: is 
due. 

Demojihenes, to prove his Innocence, propos'J 
a Decree, by which the Senate of the At topagus 
was empower'd to cake Cognizance of this Mat- 
ter: Accordingly, he was firft judg'd in it, and 
nn'd, upon his being convicled, fifty Talent?, 
which not paying, he was thrown into Hnlon 5 
however, he found Means to efcape, and left his 
Country. He did not behave with Resolution at.d 
Magnanimity in his Banifhment j he refiding ge- 
nerally at /Egina, or Trcezene ; nay, every time he 
caft his Eyes on Attica, his Face would be covei'd 
with Tears; and he fuffer'd fuch Words to drop 
from him, as were unworthy a brave Man ; Words, 
which by no Means correfpond with the bold, ge- 
nerous Actions, perform 'd by him during his Ad- 
miniftration. Cicero was reproach'd with the fame 
Weaknefs, during his Exile ; which fhews great 
Men are noc fuch at all Times, and on all Oc- 
cafions. 

'Twere to be wiQVd, for the Honour of Elo- 
quence? what Paufanias relates, in Juftificacion of 
'Demojihenes, were true ; and it is very probable 
it was fo. According to th's Autror, Harpalus, 
after his flying from Athens, was ieiz'd by Phi- 
loxentis, the Macedonian j and being rack'd, to ex- 
tort from him the Names of fuch Athenians, as 
had been brib'd by him, he did no: once men- 
tion Dcmofthenes, whofeNarne, had he bee guilty, 
he would not have fupprefs'd before Phihxcnus, 
as that Orator was his Enemy. 

Upon the hrft Report of this Fugitive's flying 
to Athens, Alexander, fully deterrnin'd to go in 
Perfon to punifh Harpalus, and the Athenians, had 
commanded a Fleet to be cquipp'd : But, after 
News was brought, that the People had a Aim- 
bled together, and order'd him to depart their 
City, he laid afide all Thoughts of returning into 
Europe, 

In the mean While, Alexander having A 1 11 a 
Curioflty to fee the Ocean, came down, fiom Sufa, 
upon the River EuUus ; and. after having coaftcd 
the Ptrfian Gulph to the Mouth of the Tigris, 
he went up the latter Riverj towards the As my, 
which was encamp'd on the Banks of it, near 
the City of Opi\ under the Commard of He- 

phaflioiu 

Upon his Arrival there, he publiflVd a Decla- 
ration in the Camp, by which all Macedonians, 
who, by Reafon ot rhcir Age, Wounds, or any 
other Infirmity, were unable to fupport the Fa- 
tigues of their Service any longer, tmgl't 



y longer, migrc return 
into Greece ; declaring, his Dcfign was to dif 
charge them* to be bountiful fo them, and (end 
them hack to their native Country, in a fafe and 
honourable Manner. His Intention in milking 
this Declaration, was to oblige, and, ac the lame 
Time, give them the ilrou.eli Proof bow much 

they 
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they were in his Efteem. However, the very 
contrary happen'd : For, being already difgufled 
upon fome other Accounts, efpecially. becaufe of 
the vifible Preference which Alexander gave to 
Foreigners j they imagin'd, his Resolution was to 
make Aljta the Seat of his Empire, and to difen- 
gage himfelf from the Macedonians 5 and that the 
only Motive of his doing this, was, that they 
might make Room for the new Troops, he had 
Ievy'd in the Conquer'd Countries. This alone 
was fufficient to fwcll them to Fury : Upon which, 
without observing the lcaft Order or Difcipline, 
or regarding the Remonftrances of their Officers, 
they went to the King with an Air of Infolence, 
which they had never aflum'd till then, and with 
feditious Cries, requir'd unanimoufly to be dif- 
charg'd ; faying farther, that fince he defpis'd the 
Soldiers, who had gain'd him all his Victories, 
he and his Father Ammon might carry on theWar 
againft whomfoever, and in what Manner they 
pleas'd : But, as for themfelves, they were fully 
determin'd not to ferve him any longer. 

The King, no Way furpriz'd, and, without once 
hefitating, jump'd from the Tribunal ; caus'd the 
principal Mutineers, whom he himfelf pointed 
out to his Guards, to be immediately feiz'd, and 
order'd Thirteen to be punifh'd. This bold and 
vigorous Action, which ltruck the Macedonians as 
with a Thunder-Bolt, fupprefs'd all their Courage 
in an Inftant. Then, quite loft to themfelves, 
and fcarce daring to look at one another, they 
ftood with down-caft Eyes 5 were fo difpirited, and 
trembled fo prodigioufly, that they were unable 
either to fpeak, or even to think. Seeing them 
in this Condition, he reafcended his Tribunal, 
where, after telling them, with a fevere Counte- 
nance, and menacing Tone of Voice, the various 
Favours which Philip his Father had beftow'd up- 
on them, and all "the Marks of Kindnefs and 
Friendship, by which he himfelf had diftinguifh'd 
them, he concluded, with thefe Words : Ton all 
dtftrc a D if charge ; I grant it you : Go now, and 
publifo to the whole I for Id, that you have left 
your Prince to the Mercy of the Nations he had 
conquer* d\ who were more affectionate to him than 
you. After fpeaking this, he return'd fuddenly 
into his Tenc ; cafhier'd his old Guard } appoints 
another in its Place, all compos'd of Terfian Sol- 
diers j fliuts himfelf up for fome Days, and would 
not fee any Perfon all the Time. 

Had the Macedonians been fentene'd to die, it 
could not have furpriz'd them more, than when 
News was brought them, that the King had truft- 
ed the Guard of his Perfon, to the Afsaticks above- 
mention'd : 'Tuas then impofTible for them to 
fupprefs their Grief any longer, fo that nothing 
was heard but Cries, Groan3, and Complaints. 
Soon after, they all ran together to the King's 
Tent, threw down their Arms, con fc fling their 
Guile \ acknowledging their Fault with Tears and 
Sighs \ declaring, the Lofs of Life would not be 
fo grievous as the Lofs of Honour ; protefting, 
they would not leave the Place till the King has 
pa r do n'd them. At I a ft, Alexander could no longer 
re lift the tender Testimonies they gave of their 
Sorrow and Repentance ; fo that when he himfelf, 
at his coming out of his Tent, faw them in this 
dejecred Condition, he could not refrain from 
Tear;; : And, alter fome gentle Reproaches, which 
were folrncd by an Air of Humanity and Kind- 



iccdoxians* as 



nefs, he declared, loud enough to be heard by 
them all, that he reftor'd them to his Friendfhip; 
This was reftoring them to Life, as wa*. manifeft 
from their Shouts. 

He afterwards difchsrg'd fuch M 
were no longer able to curry Arms, and fenc them 
back to their native Country, with rich PrcfentA 
He commanded, that at folcmnizing of the pub- 
lick Games, they fliould be allow'u the chief 
Places in the Theatre, and there fit with Crowns 
on their Heads 5 and he gave Orders, that the 
Children of thofe who had loft their Lives in his 
Service, fliould receive, during their Minority, 
the fame Pay which had been given their Fathers. 
Such Favours and Honours indulg'd to Veterans, 
muft neceflarily ennoble, in a very confpicuous 
Manner, the military ProfefTion ! *Tis not pofiible 
for a Government to inrich every Soldier in par- 
ticular ; but then it may animate and confole him 
by Marks of Diftin&ion* which infpirc him with 
a ftronger Ardor for Conqueft, a greater Perfe- 
verance in the Service, and with nobler Sentiments 
and Impulfes. 

Alexander appointed as Leader over thefe Soldi- 
ers, Craterusy whom he rais'd to the Government 
of Macedonia, Theffaly and Thrace^ which Antipa- 
ter had enjoy'd j and the latter was commanded 
to bring the Recruits, inftead of Craterus. The 
King had long fince been quite tir'd with the 
Complaints of his Mother and *d?itipater, who 
could not agree : She charg'd Ant i pater with aim- 
ing at the fovereign Power, and the latter com- 
plained of her morofe Temper j and had often 
decJar'd in his Letters, that Ihe did not behave 
in a Manner fuitable to her Dignity. 'Twas with 
fome Reluctance Antipater refign'd his Govern- 
ment. 

From Opts Alexander ^ arriv'd at Ecbatana in 
Media, where, after having difpatch'd the moft 
urgent Affairs of the Kingdom, he again folem- 
niz'd Games and Feftivals : There had come to 
him from Greece three thoufand Dancers, Flyers, 
&rV. upon the Stage, and other Perfons skill'd in 
Diverfions of this Kind. It happen'd very unlucki- 
ly, during the Celebration or thefe Feftivals, that 
Hephaftion dy'd, of a Difeafe which he brought 
upon himfelf : Alexander abandoning himfelf to 
immoderate Drinking, the whole Court follow'd 
his Example, and tome times fpent whole Days 
and Nights in thefe Riotings : In one of thefe 
Hcphaftion loft his Life. He was the moft inti- 
mate Friend the King had, the Confident of all 
his Secrets ; and, to lay all in a Word, hisfecond 
Self : Cratct'us only feem'd to difputc this Honour 
with him. A few Words, which, one Day, efcnp'd 
that Prince, fliews the Difference he made between 
thefe two Courtiers : Crater us (fays he) loves the 
King, hut Hephajftion loves Alexander. This 
Expreffion fignifics, if wc miftake not, that He- 
phalli on had devoted himfelf, in a tender and 
a Jfcftionate Manner, to the Perfon of Alexander ; 
but that Craterus lov'd him as a King, .that is, 
was concern'd for his Reputation, and fom crime:: 
was left obfequious to his Will, than he was zea- 
lous for his Glory and lute reft. An excellent: 
Character, but very rarely met with ! 

Hepbajlion was near as much belov'd by all the 
Courtiers, as by Alexander himfelf. Mode ft, 
even tcmpcr'd, beneficent; free from Pride, A- 
vidity, and Jealoufy ; he never abused his Credit, 

nor 
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nor prefcrr'J himfelf to thofe Officers, whofc Me- 
tric made them necetfary to his Sovereign. He 
was univcrfally regretted ; and his Death threw 
. Alexander into fuch exceflive Sorrow, and he a- 
bandon'd himfelf in fuch a Manner, as was uu- 
worthy fo great a King. He feem'd to receive 
no Confoiation, but in the extrtordinary Funeral 
Honours he paid to his Friend on his Arrival ac 
Babylon, whither he commanded Perdiccas to carry 
his Corpfe. 

In order, therefore, to remove, by Bufinefs and 
Employment, the melancholy Ideas* which the 
Death of his Favourite raifed perpetually in his 
Mind, Alexander march'd his Army again It the 
Cojjai, a warlike Nation inhabiting the Moun- 
tains of Media, whom not one of the Perfian 
Monarchs had ever been able to conquer : How- 
ever, the King fubdu'd them in forty Days, af- 
terwards crofs'd the Tigris, and directed his March 
towards Babylon. 

Being arriv'd within a League and a half of 
Babylon, the Chaldeans, who pretended to know 
Futurity by the Stars, deputed to him .fome of 
their old Sages, to acquaint him, that he would 
be in Danger of his^Life, in cafe he enter'd that 
City 5 and were very urgent with him to goon 
farther. • The Babylonijh Aftrologers were in fuch 
great Reputation, that this Advice made a pro- 
digious Impreflion on his Mind, and fill'd him 
with Confufion and Dread : Upon this, after fend- 
ing feveral Grandees of his Court to Babylon, he 
himfelf went another Way ; and having march'd 
about ten Leagues, he ftopp'd for fome Time in 
the Place where he had incamp'd his Army. But 
the Greek Philofophcrs, being cold the Foundation 
of his Fear and Scruples, when fetting, in the 
ftrongeft Light, the Principles of Anaxagoras, 
whofe Tenets they followed, they, demqnftrated to 
him, in the ftrongeft Manner, the Vanity of As- 
trology ; and made him have fo great a Con- 
tempt for Divination in general, ana for that of 
the Chaldeans in particular, that he immediately 
return'd towards Babylon with his whole Army. 
He knew that there were arriv'd in that City, 
EmbaflTadors from all Parts of- the World, who 
waited for his Coming; the whole Earth ecchoin^ 
fo much with the Terror of his Name, that- the 
feveral Nations came, - with i n ex preffible Ardor, 
to pay Homage to him, as to One who was to 
be thcir^ Sovereign. This Sight, which agreeably 
iboth'd the ftrongeft of all his Paflions, contri- 
buted very much to ftifle every other Reflection, 
and make him carelefs of all Advice that might 
be given him; fo chat he fet forward with all 
poffible Diligence towards that great City, there 



to hold the States- General, as it were, of the 
World. After making a moft magnificent Entry, 
he gave Audience Co all the EmbaflTadors, with 
the Grandeur and Dignity fuitable to a great Mo- 
narch ; and, at the lame Time, with the Affabi- 
lity and Politenefs of a Prince, who is defirous of 
gaining the Affection of all. He loaded thofe of' 
Epidaurus with great Prefents, for the Deicy who 
was the Guardian of their City, as well as of 
Health ; but reproach'd him at the fame Time : 
JEfculapius (fays he) has foe-wn me but very little 
Indulgence, in not Javing the Life of a Friend, ivho 
was as dear to me as myfel\ In private, he dif- 
cover'd a great Friendlhip for fuch of the Deputies 
of Greece, as came to congratulate him on his 
Victories, and happy Return ; and he reitor'd 
them all che Statues, and ocher Curioficies, which 
Xerxes had carry'd ouc of Greece, that were found 
in Sufa, Babylon, Pajfagarda, and other Places. 
We are told, that among thefe were the Scacues 
of Harmodius and Ariflogiton, and that they were 
brought back to Athens. 

But, the EmbafTadors from Corinth having of- 
fer'd him, in the Name of their City, the Freedom 
of it, he laugh'd at an Offer, which feem'd alto- 
gether unworthy of him, when he was raifed to 
lo exalted a Pitch of Grandeur and Power. How- 
ever, when Alexander was told, that Corinth had 
granted this Privilege to Hercules only, he ac- 
cepted it with Joy ; being defirous to tread in his 
Steps, and refemble him in all Things. But, 
( cries Seneca} in what did this frantic k young 
Wretch, whofe fortunate Rajhnefs flood him in the 
Stead of Courage, refemble Hercules ? The latter % 
free from all f elf -inter e fled Views, travelled through 
the World, meerly to ferve the feveral Nations he 
vifited, and to purge the World of fuch Robbers as 
infefred it ; whereas Alexander, who is juflly in- 
titled the 'Plunderer of Nations, made his Glory 
confift in carrying e Defolation into all Places, and 
in becoming the Terror of Mankind. 

At the fame Time he wrote a Letter, which 
was to have been read publickly in the Aflembly 
of the Olympick Games, whereby the feveral Ci- 
ties of Greece were commanded to permit all 
Exiles to return into their native Country, thofe 
excepted who had committed Sacrilege, or any- 
other Crime deferring Death ; and order'd Anti- 
pater to employ an armed Force, againft fuch 
Cities as mould refufe to obey ; which Letter was 
read in the Aflembly. But, as for the Athenians 
and JEtolians, they did not think themfelves o- 
blig'd to put thefe Orders in Execution, they 

feeming to interfere with their Liberty. 
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CHAP. X. 

Alexander celebrates the Funeral of his Favourite Hepharftion, with incredible Magnifi" 
cence ; He rcfolves upon having him adord as a God', And alfo u£on re/toring Babylon 
to its former Splendor ^ and rebuilding the Temple of Belus ; But is prevented in both 
thofe Dcfgns by an untimely Death ; Observations thereupon, fVhat Judgment *wc are 
to firm of him ; Reflexions on the Perfians ? Greeks, and Macedonians. 



AFTER having difpatch'd thefe Affairs, 
Alexander finding himfelf at Leifure, be- 
gan to chink of Hepbajliori's Burial ; which 
he folemniz'd with a Magnificence, the like had 
never till then been feen. As he himfelf un- 
dercook the Management of this Funeral, he com- 
manded all the neighbouring Cities to exert them- 
felves as much as poffible, in order to heighten 
the Pomp of it. rie likewife order'd all the 
Nations of djia, to extinguifh what the Perfians 
call the Sacred Fire, till the Ceremony of the 
Interrment fhould be ended *, which was look'd 
upon as an ill Omen, it being never practised in 
Perfta, except at the Death of their Monarchs : 
Nay, all the Officers and Courtiers, to pleafe 
Alexander, caus'd Images to be carv'd of that 
Favourite, of Gold, Ivory, and other precious 

Materials. , 

At the fame Time the King, having procur'd 
a great Number of Architects, and skilful Work- 
men, firft caus'd near fix Furlongs of the Wall of 
Babylon to be beat down ; and, having got toge- 
ther a great Number of Brcks, and levelPd the 
Spot deiign'd for the Funeral Pile, had a raoft 
magnificent Edifice built over it. 4 

This Structure was divided into thirty Parts, in 
each whereof was rais'd an uniform Building, the 
Roof of which was cover'd with great Planks of 
Palm -Tree Wood. The Whole forrn'd a perfed 
Square, the Circumference of which was adorn'd 
with extraordinary Magnificence. Each Side was 
a Furlong, or two hundred Yards, in Length. 
Ac the Foot of it, and in the firft Row, were fet 
two hundred and forty-four Prows of Ships gilt, 
on the Buttrcflcs or Supporters whereof the Statues 
of two Archers, four Cubits high, with one Knee 
on the Ground, were fix'd ; and two other Statues, 
in an upright Polrure, cornpleatly arm'd, larger 
than the Life, they being five Cubits high. The 
Spaces between the Prows, were fprcad and adorn'd 
with Purple Cloth. Over thefe Prows, was a 
Colonnade of large Flambeaux, the Shafts of 
which were rifteen Cubits high, embelliftVd with 
Crowns of Gold at the Part where they were held. 
The Flame of ihofe Flambeaux ac the Top, 
terminated towards Eagles, which, with their 
Heads turii'd downward, and extended Wings, 
ferv'd as< apical*. Dragons, fix'd near, or upon 
the Bale, turn'd their Heads upwards towards the 
Eagles. Over this Colonnade, {rood another, on 
the Bafc of which was reprefented, in Relievo, a 



Hunting- Match of Animals of every Kind. On 
the fuperior Order, chac is the fourth, the Combat 
of the Centaurs was reprefented in Gold. Laftly, 
on che fifth, Golden Figures, reprefenting Lions 
and Bulls, were plac'd alternately. The whole 
Edifice terminated with military Trophies, after 
the Macedonian and Barbarian Falhion, as fo 
many Symbols of the Victories of the former, and 
Defeats of the latter. On the Entablatures and 
Roof were reprefented Syrens, the hollow Bodies 
of which were filTd (but in an imperceptible 
Manner) with Muficians, who fung mournful 
Airs and Dirges in Honour of the Deceafed. This 
Edifice was upwards of one hundred and thirty 
Cubits high, that is, above one hundred and 
ninety- five Foot. 

The Beauty of the Defign of this Structure, the 
Singularity and Magnificence of the Decorations 
and the feveral Ornaments of it, furpafs'd the 
moft wonderful Productions of Fancy, and were 
all of an exquifite Tafte. Alexander had appointed 
to overfee the building of this Edifice, Staficrates 
a great Architect, and admirably well skill'd in 




and a iurprizmg Boldncfs, buc fuch a Greatnefs 
as is inexpreflible. * 
'Twas this Artift, who, difcourfing fomc Time 
before with Alexander, had told him, that of all 
the Mountaini he knew, none would fo well ad- 
mh of being cut into the Shape of a Man, as 
Mount Atbos in Thrace : That, if he M therefore 
pleas'd but to give Orders, he would make this* 
Mountains the moft durable of all Statues, and 
that which would lie moft open to the View of 
the Univerfe. In its Left-hand ic fhould hold a 
City, confiding of ten thoufand Inhabitants j and 
from its Right fhould pour a great River, whofe 
Waters mould difcharge themfclves in the Sea. 
One would have thought, this Defign would have 
pleas'd Alexander, who fought for the great and 
marvellous in all Things ; neverthelci's, he re- 
jected it, and wifely anlwer'd, It was enough there 
was jmt Prince, whofe Folly Moitnt Athas would 
eternize. This was meant of Xerxes, who having 
endeavoured to cut through the IJIhmus of Mount 
u4thos> wrote, to this Mountain, a Letter, in the 
moft ftupidly-proud Term 
Alexander) Mount Caucafus 
Cafpian Sea, all which * 
be my Monument. 
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The Expcnce of the fplendid Monument which 
this Prince ere tied in Honour of Hephajlion^ to- 
gether with chat of the Funeral, amounted co up- 
wards twelve thoufand Talents, that is, more than 
thirty-fix Millions. But, what Man was ever fo ridi- 
culoufly and extravagantly profufe ? All this Gold, 
all this Silver, was no other than the Blood of 
Nations, and the Subflance of Provinces, which 
were thus facrificcd to a vain Oftentation. 

To crown the Affection which Alexander had 
for his deceafed Friend, fomething was (till want- 
ing to the Honours he paid him, in order to raife 
him above Mortality. This was what he propofed, 
and for that Purpole had fent to the Temple of 
Ammon, a trufty Perfon, nam'd Philip, to enquire 
the Will of the God : It doubtlefs was the Eccho 
of Alexander ; and the Anfwer was, that Sacrifices 
might be ofFer'd to Hcphajlion^ as a Demy- God. 
Accordingly* they were not fpar'd in any Man- 
ner ; Alexander himfelf fir ft fetting the Example, 
and he made a grand Entertainment, to which 
upwards of ten thoufand Perfons were invited. 
At the fame Time, he wrote to Cleomenes, Gover- 
nor of Egypt, commanding him to build a Tem- 
ple to Hephaftion in Alexandria, and another in the 
Ifle of Pharos. In this Letter, (which is ftill ex- 
tant) to excite his Diligence, and haften the Work, 
he grants the Governor, who was delpifed univer- 
fally for his Injuftice and Rapine, a general Par- 
don for all his Crimes, paft, prefent, and future j 
provided chat, at his Return, the Temple and 
City fhould be compleated. This done, nothing 
was feen but new Altars, Temples and Feftivals $ 
no Oaths were adminiftred, but in the Name of 
the new Deity : To doubt his Divinity was a ca- 
pital Crime. An old Officer (a Friend of Hepha- 
Jl ion's) having bewail'd him as dead, in palling 
"before his Tomb, had like, to have been put to 
Death for it ; nor would he have been pardon'd, 
had not Alexander been aflur'd, that the Officer 
wept, merely from fome Remains of Tendernefs, 
and not as though he doubted of Hcphaflion** Di- 
vinity. I cannot fay, whether Alexander prevail'd 
fo far, as to make any one give Credit to Heph*- 
Jtiotfs Divinity j but he himfelf appeared, or at 
leaft endeavour'd to appear, firmly perfuaded of 
it j and glory'd, not only that he had a Godfor his 
Father, but that he himfelf could make Gods : 
How ridiculous was all this J 

During almoft a Year which Alexa?ider continued 
in Babylon, he bent his Thoughts on a great 
Number of Defigns ; fuch as to fail round Africa i 
to make a compleat Difcovery of all the Nations 
lying round the Cafpian Sea, and thofc inhabiting 
the Coalt thereof; to conquer Arabia j to make 
War with Carthage* and to fubduc the reft of Eu- 
rope. The very Thoughts of fitting ftill fatigued 
him, and the great Vivacity of his Imagination and 
Ambition would never fuffer him to be at reft ; 
nay, could he have conquer'd the whole World, 
he would have fought a new one, to fatiatc the 
Avidity of his Defircs. 

The embellifliing of Babylon cm ploy 'd likewife 



a great many of his Thoughts : Finding it fur- 
pals'd in Extent, in Conveniency, and in whatever 
can be winVd, either for the Neccflities or Pleafurcs 
of Life, all the other Cities of the Eaji, he refolv'd 
• to make it the Seat of his Empire* and for that 
Purpofe, was dcJirouN of adding to it all the Con- 
veniencies and Ornaments polliblc. 



This City, as well as the Country round about 
it, had fuffer'd prodigioufly by the breaking o."the 
Bank or Dike of the Euphrates, at the Head o; the 
Canal cali'd Patlacopa. The River running out 
of its ufual Channel by this Breach, overflow *d 
the whole Country ; and forcing its Way perpe- 
tually, the Breach grew at laft fo wide, that it 
would have coft almoft as much to repair the Bank, 
as the raifing of it had done at fir ft. So little 
Water was left in the Channel of the Euphrates, 
about Babylon, that there was fcarce Depth enough 
for fmall Boats, which confequently was of great 
Prejudice to the City. 4 

^Alexander undertook to remedy this, for which 
Purpofe he embark'd upon the Euphrates, in order 
to take a View of the Place. It was on this Oc- 
cafion that he reproach'd, in a ludicrous, infulting 
Tone of Voice, the Magi, and Chaldeans, who 
accompany 'd him, for the Vanity of their Pre- 
dictions; fince, notwithstanding the ill Omens 
they had endeavour'd to terrify him with, (as tho* 
he had been a credulous Woman) he yet had en- 
ter'd Babylon, and was returned from it very fafe. 
Attentive to nothing but the Subject of his Voy- 
age, he went and review'd the Breach, and gave 
the proper Orders for repairing, and reftoring it to 
its former Condition, 

This Defign of Alexander merited the greateft 
Applaufe : Such Works are truly worthy great 
Princes, and add immortal Honour to their Name* 
as not being the Effect of ridiculous Vanity, but 
entirely calculated for the publick Good. By the 
Execution of this Defign, he would have recover'd 
a whole Province, which lay under Water j and 
have made the River more navigable, and conse- 
quently of greater Service to the Babylonians, by 
turning it all again into its Channel as before. 

This Work, after having been carry'd on the 
Length of thirty Furlongs (a League and a Half) 
was ftopt by Difficulties owing to the Nature of 
the Soil ; and the Death of this Prince, which 
happened foon after, put an End to this Defign, 
and unto feveral others he had form'd : A fupreme 
Caufe, unknown to Men, prevented its Execution. 
The real Obftacle to the Succefs of it, was, the 
Anathema which God had prounccd again ft this 
City j an Anathema which no human Power could 
divert or retard. / will cut off f mm Babylon the 
Name and Remnant, had the Lord of Holts fworn 
above three hundred Years before: J" will alfo 
make it a Pojfcjfion for the .Bittern, and Pools of 



Water : Jnef I will fweep it with the Befotn of 

Dejiruclion It Jhall nsver be inhabited, neither 

Jhall it* be dwelt in from Generation to Genera- 
tion neither Jhall the Shepherds make their Fold 

there. Heaven and Earth would fooner have 
pafs'd away, than Alexander's Defign been put in 
Execution. No River was then to flow by Ba- 
bylon ; the Places round it were to be overllow'd 
and changed into uninhabitable Fens; it was to be 
rendct'd inacccftible, by the prodigious Quantities 
of Mud and Dircj and the City, as well as the 
Country about it, were to be cover'd with flag* 
nated Waters, which mould make all Acccfs to 
it impracticable. Thus it now lies ; and all Things 
were to confpire to reduce it to this dejected State, 
in order that the Prophecy migjhc be compleatly 

r Hdflsnath purpo/ed, and 



fulfilled; For the Lord of 



who will difanmtl it? and bis Hand is fir etched 
outy and who Jhall turn it hack ? Nothing lhews 
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be very unhappy, who is incrcdu 
the Gods, (a Principle, which pi 



and Purifications; and with others \v ho pretended 
to Prophecy.* 'Twas certainly a higlx worthy a 
philofophick Eye, to behold a Prince, at whole 
Nod the World trembled, abandon 5 d to the frronrdt 
Terrors; fo true is it, fays Plutarch, thac if he 

lous and d«.*/ piles 
prompts us neitJ::.r 
to fear or believe any Thing) the fuperfrjr'c r. 
Man, w hofe Soul is prey'd upon by the moil" abj 
Fears, and the molt ridiculous Follies, is equally 
unhappy. ' l is plain that God, by a juft Judg- 
ment, took a Pleafure in de^radin^:, before all 
Ages and Nations, and in /inking lower than the 
Condition of the Vulgar, the Wan who had af- 
fected to four above human Nature, equal 
himfelf to the Deity. This Prince had for-dir, 
in all his Actions, chat vain Glory of Co/Kjueih 
which Men moft admire; and to which they :«flfx, 
more than to any Thing clfe, the Idea of Grandeur 4 
and God delivers him up to a ridiculous Supes fti- 
tion, which virtuous Men, of good Senfe, chiefly 
defpife, and than which nothing can be more weak 



or groveling. 



Alexander was, therefore, for ever folomni zing 
new FelHval>, and perpetually at new Banquet** 
in which he quarPd with his ufual rn temperance. 
After having fpent a whole Might in caroufing, a 
fecond was propo fed to him : He met accordingly, 
and there were twenty Guefts at Table : He drank 
to the Health of every Perfon in Company, arid 
then pledg'd them feveraliy. After this, calling 



more evidently the Strength and Weight of this 
invincible Curfc, than the Efforts ot the mod 
powerful Prince that ever rcign'd ; a Prince, the 
moil obftinace that ever was, as to the carrying 
on his Dcfigns ; a Prince, none of whofe Enter- 
prizes had ever mifcarry'd ; and who fail'd in this 
only, though it did not fcem fo difficult as the 

reft. 

Another Dcfign which Alexander fix'd his 
Thoughts on, and had molt at Heart, was the re- 
pairing the Temple of Feins : Xerxes had demo- 
lilh'd "it in his Return from Gieece, and it had 
lain in Ruins ever lince. Buc Alexander was re- 
folv'd, not only to rebuild it, but even to raife a 
much more magnificent Temple : Accordingly, 
he had caufed all the Rubbilh to be removed ; and 
finding: thac the Magi, to whofe Care he had left 
this, went on but flouly, he made Soldiers work. 
Nevertheiefs, though ten thoufand of them were 
daily em ploy 'd at it, for two Months fucceffiveiy, 
the "Work was not fin i ill' J at the Death of this 
Frince, fo prodigious were its Ruins. When it 
came to the Turn of the Jeivijb Soldiers, who 
were in his Arm}, to work as the reft had done, 
they could not be prevail'd upon to give their 
Alliftancc, but exeus'd themfeives with faying, 
that as Idolatry was forbid by the Tenets of their 
Religion, they therefore were not allowed to lend 
a Helping-hand to the building of a Temple, de- 
fign'd for idolatrous Worfhip *, and accordingly 
not one lent a Hand on this Occafion. They were 
punifiVd for Difobedience, but all to no Purpofe ; 
fo that, at laft. Alexander admiring their Perfe- 
verance, gave them a Discharge, and fent them 
home. 1 his fcrupulous Rcfolution of the Jews, 
is a Leflbn co many Chrtftians, as it teaches them, 
thac they are not allowed to join, or affift in the 
Com million of an Action, that is contrary to the 

Law of God, 

One cannot forbear admiring the Conduct of 
Providence on this Occafion : God had broke to 
Pieces, by the Hand of his Servant Cyrus, the 
Idol Belus, the God who rival'd the Lord of If 
rati 1 He afterwards caufed Xerxes to demolilh his 
Temple. Thefe firft Blows, which the Lord {truck 
at Babylon, were fo many Omens of its total Ruin; 
and it was as impoflible for Alexander to complete 
the rc-building of this Temple, as for Julian, fomc' 
Centuries after, to rcftorc that of Jcntfafem. 

Although Alexander employ'd himfelf in the 
Works above-mentioned, during his Stay in Baby- 
Ion, ho fpent the greatcir Part of his Timeinfuch 

Pkafurcs as that City afforded; and one would r , , , .- D . r ,. - . - 

conclude, chat the chief Aim, both of his Occu- f aJ ' % d . r ^' hl3 ^ "ft* 0 " 1 hls * Ul & r \ . an ^^ e 
pation, and Diverfions, was to ftupify himfelf; " to <7 with Orders to convey his Cor pie 

and to drive from his Mind the melancholy, 
/hocking Ideas of an impending Deathi with which 
he was thre.itncd by all the Predictions of the Magi 
and other Soot h fay e rs : For chough, in certain 
Moments, he feem'd not to regard che various No- 
cice:. which had been given him, he yet was feri- 
oullv affected with them inwardly ; and thefe 
gloomy Reflections were for ever returning to his 
Mind. They terrify 'd him at la ft to fuch a De- 
f/ree, chat whenever the moft infigni/icanc Thing 

happenM (if ever fo little extraordinary .and un- Perdiccas, enquiring farther, at what Time they 
ufual) his Imagination {\ve\Vd it immediately to ^a foould pay him divine Honours ? He /epl) \\ t 
Prodigy, and drew an unhappy Omen from it. 
The Palace was then fill'd with Sacrifices ; with 
Perfon s whofe Office was to perform Kxpiations 



for the Cup of Hercules, which held fix Bottles, 
it was fill'd, when he pour'd it all down, drink- 
ing to a Macedonia?: in the Company, Piofcas by 
Name; and afterwards pltd^d him again, in the 
fame furious Bumper, which he had no (boner 
fwallow'd, than he fell upon the Floor. Here 
then, cries Seneca, (defcribmg the fatal Effects of 
Drunkei \n cfs) is this Hero; invincible to all the 
Toils of prodigious Marches, to the Dangers of 
Sieges and C ombats, to the moft violenc Extremes 
or Heat and Cold ; here he lies, conquer'd by hid 
own Intemperance, and ft ruck to the Ground by 
this fatal Cup of Hercules. 

in this indecent Condition, he was feiz'd with 
a violenc Fever, and carry 'd, half dead, to his 
Palace: The Fever did never cjuitc leave hirrii 
but during the Intervals from it, he gave the 
necctfary Orders for the failing of the Fleet, and 
the marching of his Land Forces, being perfuaded 
he fhould loon recover: Buc ac Lift, finding him- 
felf paft all Hopes, and his Voice beginning to 

' ' n ' r tr% ' cr, and £iiv 

, y his Corpf 

to the Temple of Jmmou. 

Notwithstanding his great Weakncfj, ho yet 
ftruggled with Death, and raiting himfelf upon 
his liTbow, prefented his Soldieiu ^to whom he 
could not refufe this la ft Teftimony of Friend/hip) 
his dying Hand co kifs. After this* his principal 
Courtiers asking co whom he left che Km pi re; he 
anfwer'd, To the mojl worthy ; adding, that he 
forefaw, che Deci/ion of chis would give Occafion 
to ftrange funeral Games after his Deeeafe. And 



IFben you are all happy. Thefe were h is hill \\ ords, 
and loon after he expir'd. lie was Thirty- two 
Years and Might Months old, of which he had 
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reign'd Twelve. He died in the Middle of the 
Spring, the firft Year of the 1 14th Olympiad. 

No one, fays Plutarch and Arrian, fufpected, 
at that Time, that Alexander had been poifon'd ; 
and yet 'tis at thefe Seafons that fuch Reports ge- 
nerally prevail. But the State of his Body prov'd 
that he did not die that Way ; for all his chief 
Officers falling at Variance, the Corpfe, though 
it lay quite n eg! etted forfeveral Days in Babylon, 
which itands in a hot Climate, did not (hew the 
leaft Symptoms of Putrefaction. The true Poi- 
fon which brought him to his End, was Wines 
which has kill'd many Thoufands befides Alex- 
ander. 'Twas neverthelefs believ'd afterwards, 
that this Prince had been poifon'd, by the Trea- 
chery of Antipater's Son ; that Cajfander, the eldeft 
of them, brought the Poiibn from Greece ; that 
Tolas, his younger Brother, threw the fatal 
Draught into the Goblet of Alexander, he being 
Cup-bearer j and that he chofe the Time of the 
grand Caroufing above-mention'd, in order that 
the prodigious Quantity of Wine he Chen drank, 
might conceal the true Caufe of his Death. The 
State of Antipater's Affairs at that Time, gave 
fome Grounds for this Sufpicion : He being per- 
fuaded, that he had been recalled with no other 
View, than to ruin him, becaufe of his Male- 
Adminiftration during his Vice-royalty 5 and it 
was not altogether improbable, that ne commanded 
his Sons to commit a Crime, which would fave his 
own life, by taking away that of his Sovereign. 
An undoubted Circumftance is, that he could ne- 
ver wafli out this Stain ; and that fo long as he 
liv'd, the Macedonians detefted him, as a Traitor 
who had poifon'd their King : Ariftotle was alfo 
fufpecled, but with no great Foundation. 

Whether Alexander loft his Life by Poifon, or 
by exceflive Drinking, it is furprizing to fee the 
Prediction of the Magi and Soothfayers, of his dy- 
ing in Babylon, fo exactly fulfill'a 'Tis certain 
and indifputable, that God has referv'd to himfelf, 
only, the Knowledge of Futurity ; and if the 
Soothfayers and Oracles have fometimes foretold 
Things which really came to pafs, they could do 
it no other Way than by their impious fcorrefpon- 
dence with Devils ; who, by their Penetration and 
natural Sagacity, find out fevcral Methods where- 
by they penetrate, fometimes/ into Futurity, and 
are enabled to foretell approaching Events ; which 
though they appear above the Reach of human. 
Understanding, arc yet not above that of malici- 
ous gloomy Spirits. The Knowledge thofe evil 
Spirits have of all the Circumftances which precede 
and prepare an Event f the Part they frequently 
bear in it, by infpiring fuch of the Wicked as arc 
given up to them, with the Thoughts and Defire 
of doing certain Actions, and committing certain 
Crimes ; an Infpiration to which they are lure thefe 
wicked Wretches will confent : By thefe Things, 
Devils are enabled to forcfee and foretell certain 
Particulars. They, indeed, often miftake in their 
Conjectures, but GrWalfo fometimes permits them 
to fucceed in them, in order to punifh the Impiety 
of thofe, who, in Spite of his Prohibitions, en- 
quire their Fate of fuch lying Spirits. 

The Moment that the Death of Alexander was 
known, the whole Palace echo'd with Cries and 
Groans: Tire VanquiftTd bcwail'd him with as 
many Tears as the Victors. The Grief which his 
Death occafion'd recalling his many good Quali- 



ties, all his Faults were by that Means obliterated : 
The Perjians declar'd him to have been the moft 
juft, the Jdndeft sovereign that ever reign'd o 
them ; the Macedonians, the beft, the moft valiant 
Man in the Univerfe $ and all exclaim'd againft 
the Gods, for having envioufly bereav'd Mankind 
of him, in the Flower of his Age, and the Height 
of his Fortune, The Macedonians imagin'd they 
faw Alexander, with a firm and intrepid Air, ftill 
lead them on to Battle, befiege Cities, climb 
Wails, and reward fuch as had diftinguifh'd them- 
felves. They then reproach'd themselves for hav- 
ing refused him divine Honours 5 and confefs'd 
they had been ungrateful and impious, for bereav^ 
ing him of a Name he fo juftly merited. 

After paying him this Homage of Veneration 
and Tears, they turn'd their whole Thoughts and 
Reflections on themfelves, and on the fad Condi- 
tion to which they were reduced by the Death of 
Alexander. They confider'd that they were on the 
fartheft Side of the Euphrates, without a Leader 
to lead thern \ and furrounded with Enemies, who 
abhorr'd their new Yoke : And, as the King died 
without nominating his SuccefTor, a dreadful Fu- 
turity prefented itlelf to their Imagination ; andfet 
before their Eyes nothing but Di virions, Civil 
Wars, and a fatal Neceflity of ftill fhedding their 
Blood, and of opening their former Wounds, not 
to conquer AJsa, but only to give a King to it ; 
and to raife to the Throne, perhaps, fome mean 
Officer, or wicked Wretch, 

This great Murmuring was not confined merely 
to Babylon, but fpread over all the Provinces ; and 
the News of it foon reach 'd the Mother of Darius : 
One of her Daughters was then with her, who be- 
ing ftill inconfolable for the Death of Hephajiion 
her Husband, the Sight of the publick Calamities 
recall'd all her private Woes j but Syfigambis be- 
wail'd the feveral Misfortunes of her Family $ and 
this new Affliction awak'd the Remembrance of 
all its former Sufferings. One would have thought 
that Darius had been but juft dead, and that this 
unfortunate Mother folemniz'd the Funeral of two 
Sons at the lame Time. She wept the Living no 
lefs than the Dead : Who now, would flie fay, will 
take Care of my Daughters ? Where Jhall we find 
another Alexander ? She would fancy ftie faw them 
again reduced to a State of Captivity, and that 
they had loft their Kingdom a fecond Time i but 
with this Difference, that, now Alexander was 
gone, they had no Refuge left. At laft, flie 
Junk under her Grief: This Princefs, who had 
borne with Patience the Death of her Father, her 
Husband ; of fourfcore of her Brothers, who were 
murder'd in one Day, hy Ochus\ and, to fay all in 
one Word, that of Darius her Son* and the Ruin 
of her Family ; though flie had fubmitted patiently 
to all thefe Lodes, fhe yet had not Strength of 
Mind fufficient to fupport herfelf after the Death 
of Alexander : Wherefore, Ihe would not take any 
Suftenance, and fo quite ftarv'd herfelf, to prevent 
her furviving this laft Calamity. 

After the Death of Alexander, great Contentions 
arofe among the Macedonians, about appointing 
him a SuccefTor, of which we fhall give an Account 
in the following Sheets: After feven Days fpent 
in Confufion and Di fputes, 'twas agreed that Art- 
detts, Baftard-Brother to Alexander, rtiould be de- 
clared King; that in cafe Roxana y who was eight 

Morithy gone with Child, mould be delivered of a 
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Son, he mould fhare the Throne in Conjunction 
with Arideus ; and that Perdiccas (hould have the 
Care of both ; for Arideus was a weak Man, and 
wanted a Guardian as much as a Child. 

The Egyptia?is, and Chaldeans, having embalm'd 
the Corpfe of the King after their Manner, Wi- 
dens was appointed to get it convey'd to the Tem- 
ple of Jupiter Amnion \ and two whole Years were 
employ 'd in preparing for this magnificent Fune- 
ral 5 which made Olympias bewail the Fate of her 
Son, who, haying had the Ambition to rank him- 
felf among the Gods, was fo long depriv'd of 
Burial ; a Privilege allow'd to the mcaneit of 
Mortals. 

The Publick would not be fatisfy'd, if, after 
having given a Detail of the Actions of Alexander, 
we mould not take Notice of the Judgment we are 
to form of them y efpecially as Authors have been 
of a quite different Opinion, with Regard to the 
Merits of this Prince. Some have applauded him 
with a kind of Extafy, as the Model of a perfeft 
Hero, which Opinion fecms to have prevail'd: 
Others, on the contrary, have reprefented him in 
fuch Colours, as, at leaft, tarnifh, if they do not 
quite eclipfe, the Splendor of his Victories. 

This Diverfky of Sentiments denotes that of the 
Qualities of Alexander ; and it muft be confefs'd, 
that Good and Evil, Virtues and Vices, were ne- 
ver more equally blended, than in the Prince whofe 
Hiftory we have written. . But this is not all ; for 
Alexander appears very different, according to the 
Times or Seafons; in which we confider him ; as 
Livy has very juftly obferv'd. In the Enquiry he 
makes concerning the Fate of the Arms of \Alex- 
ander, fuppofing he had turn'd them towards Italy, 
he difco vers in him a double Alexander, as it were j 
the one wife, temperate, judicious, brave, intre- 



Air, cry'd to him, And am 1 then to have no Ball? 
No, Sir* reply'd the Lad, you don 't pay me for it. 
This witty Anfwer, fo readily pronoune'd, gave 
great Satisfaction to the Prince, who fell a laugh- 
ing, and afterwards was very liberal to him. After 
this, there was no Occafion to excite him to Acts 
of Gcnerofitv ; for he would be quite angry with, 
fuch as refuted them at his Hands. Finding Pho- 
cion continue inflexible on this Head, he told him 
by Letter, that he would no longer be his Friend, 
in caje he refufedto accept of his Favours. 

Alexander y as though he had been fenlible of 
the mighty Things to which he was bopD, endea- 
voured to- lhine on all Occafions, and appear more 
confpicuous than any other Pcrfon; No one was 
ever fir'd with fo flxong a Love for Glory ; and 
'tis well known, that Ambition, which is confc- 
der'd by Chriffians as a great Vice, was looked 
upon by the Heathen* as a great Virtue, 'Twas 
that which made him fupport with Courage, all 
the Toils and Fatigues neceflary for thofe who 
would diftinguiffi themfelves in the Exercifes both 
of Body and Mind. He was accuftom'd very- 
early to a fober, hard, plain Way of Life, uncor- 
rupted with Luxury, or Delicacy of any kind 5 a 

Way of Life highly advantageous to young Sol- 
diers. * 



pid 5 but, at the fame Time, prudent and circum- 
fpeclt : The other, immers'd in all the Wanton- 
nefs of a haughty Profperity j vain, proud, arro- 
gant, fiery ; foiten^d by Delights, abandon'd to 
Intemperance and Riotings ; in a Word, refem- 
bling Darius, rather than Alexander ; and having 
plunged the Macedonians into all the Vices of the 
Per/tans, by the new Turn of Mind, and the new 
Manners he atfum'd, after his Conquefts. 

We /hall have an Eye to this Plan, in the Ac- 
count we are now to give of the Character of Alex- 
ander - y and fliall confider it in two Lights, and, 
as it were, under two JEras ; firft, from his Youth 
till the Battle of IJfus, and the Siege of Tyre which 
follow'd foon after j and fecondly, from this Vic- 
tory to his Death. The former will exhibit to us 
great Qualities, with few Defects, (according to 
the Idea the Heathens had of thefe j ) the fecond 
will reprcfent to us enormous Vices * and, notwith- 
ftanding the Splendor of fo many Victories, very 
little true and folid Merit, even with regard to 
warlike Actions j a few Battles excepted, in which 
he maintain'd his Reputation. 
. Firjl, then, wc are to acknowledge and admire 
in Alexander, a happy Difpofition, cultivated and 
improv'd by an excellent Education : He had a 

freat, noble, and generous Soul : He delighted in 
eftowing, and doing Service. Qualities he had 
acquir'd in his infant Years. A young Lad, whofe 
Bufincfs it was to gather up, and throw the Balls 
when he play'd ac Tennis, taught him a good 
LeiJon on that Subject. As he always threw the 
Bnll to the other Players,, the King, with an angry 



We don't know any Prince in the World who 
had a nobler Education than Alexander : He was 
very converfant in Eloquence, Poetry, the Belles 
Lettres, the whole Circle of Arts, and the mofr. 
abftrafted and the mofr fublime Sciences. How 
happy was he in meeting with fo great a Precep- 
tor ! "None but an Ariftotle was fit for an Alexander. 
We are overjoy'd to find the Scholar pay fo illuft- 
nous a Teltimony to his Mafter, by declaring he 
was more indebted to him, in one Senfe, than to 
his Father. A Man, who thinks and fpeaks in 
that Manner, muft be fully fenfible of the great 
Advantages of a good Education. 

The Effects of this were foon feen : Is it poflible 
for us to admire too much the great Solidity and 
Judgment which this young Prince difcover'd in 
his Converfation with the Perfian Embafladors ? 
His early Wifdom, where, in his Youth, he acted 
as Regent during his Father's Abfence, and paci- 
fy 'd the Feuds which had broke out in Macedonia? 
His Courage and Bravery at the Battle of Charo- 
»w,^in which he fo glorioufly diftinguifli'd him- 

At the^ fame Time, 'tis a Pain to us to fee him 
wanting in Refpedt to his Father at a Banquet, 
and employing fevere, infulting Expreflions on 
that Occafion : 'Tis true, indeed, that the Affront 
which Piilif put upon Olympias his Mother, in 
divorcing her, tranfported him, as it were, out of 
himfelf ; but ftill no Pretence, no Injufticc, or 
Violence, can either juftify, orexcufe, uich Ufage 
to a Father and a King. 

He afterwards dilcover'd more Moderation, 
when, on Occafion of the infolent and feditious 
Difcourfcs, held by his Soldiers in an Iufurrc&ion, 
he fa id, that nothing was more royal, than for a 
Man to hear^ with Calmnefs, hin 
at the Time he is doing a good AcYiou. It" has been 
obferv'd, that the Great Prince of Conde, did not 
think any Thing more worthy of Admiration in 
this Conqueror, than the noble Huughtinefa with 
which he fpoke to the rebellious Soldiers, who rc- 
fufed to follow him. Go, fays he, ungrateful, 
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bafe Wretches y and proclaim in your Country* that 
you have abandoned your Ki?ig among Nations, who 
wilk be more obedient to h 'm than you: Alexander 
(£$s that Prince) abandoned by his own Troops 
^mong Barbarians, who were net yet comphatly con- 
fquer'd, thinks him' elf fo worthy of commanding over 
£ others, that he did not think Men could rc/ufe to 
obey him: Whether in Europe, or in Afia, among 
Greeks or Perfians, it was the fame to him. He 
fancy' d, that wherever he met with Men> he there 
met with Subjects. Alexander's Patience and Mo- 
deration, which* we took Notice of at firft, are no 
lefs wonderful. 



was alrnofl: Aire of conquering an Army, compos'd, 
indeed, of a numberle/s Multitude of Men, but 
of few Soldiers. 

The Swiftneis of the Execution was anfwerablc 
to the Wifdom of the Defign : After having gairfd 
the AiFedtion of. all his Generals and Officers^ by 
an unparallel'd Liberality - 9 and all his Soldiers 

f a ; . jT r> i r /* (y i * I • . i r~> 



The firfr. Years of his Reign arc, perhaps, the 
moft glorious of his Life : That ac twenty Years 
of Age, he was able to appeafe the inteftine Feuds 
which rag'd in the Kingdom j that he either 
crufh'd, or fubjetted foreign Enemies, and thole 
of the mojflr formidable Kind; that he difarm'd 
Greece, moft of the Nations whereof had united 
againft him ; and that, in lefs than three Years, 
he fhould'have enabled himfelf to execute fecure- 
ly thofe Plans his Father had fo wifely laid down; 
all this fuppofes a Prefence of Mindj a Strength 
of Soul, a Courage, an Intrepidity ; and, what is 
more than all, a confummate Prudence ; Qualities, 
which form the Character of the true Heroe. 

This Character he fupported in a wonderful 
Manner, during the whole Courfe of his Ex- 
pedition againft Darius, till the Time mention'd 
. Dy us : Plutarch very juftly admires the bare Plan 
or it, as the moft heroick A£t that ever was. He 
form'd it the very Inftant he afcended the Throne, 
looking upon this Defign, in fome meafure, as a 
Part of what he inherited from his Father. When 
fcarce twenty Years old, furrounded with Dangers 
both within and without his Kingdom j finding 
his Treafury drein'd, and incumbered with Debts, 
to the Amount of two hundred Talents, which 
his Father had contracted ; having an Army, 
which was greatly inferior, in Number, to that 
of the 'Perfians ; in this Condition, Alexander al- 
ready turns his Eyes towards Babylon and Sufa ; 
and propofes no lefs a Conqueft than that or fo 
vaft an Empire. 

Was this the Effe£t of the Pride and Raftmefs 
of Youth, fays Plutarch ? Certainly «iot, replies 
that Author. No Man ever form'd a warlike 
Enterprise with fo great Preparations, and fuch 
mighty Helps ; by which I mean (continues 5P/«- 
tarch ) Magnanimity, Prudence, Temperance and 
Courage; Preparations and Succours that were 
furnilh'd him by Philofophy, which he thoroughly 
ftudy'd ; fo that we may affirm, he was as much 
indebted for his Conquefts to the Leflbns of 
rifotle his Mafter, as to the Inflections of Philip 
his Father. 

We may add, that, according to all the Max- 
ims of War, Alexander's Enterprise muft, of Courfe, 
have been fuccefsfui : Such an Army as his, though 
not a very great one, confiftine; of Macedonians 
and Greeks, that is, of the belt Troops at that 
Time in the Wo rid ; and trained up to war during 
a long Courfe of Years, inur'd to Toils and Dan- 
ers, form'd by an happy Experience to all the 
bcercifes of Sieges and Combats, animated by the 
Remembrance of their paft Victories, by the 
Hopes of an immenfc Booty ; and more fo, by 
their hereditary and irreconcilable Hatred to the 
Per/tan r ; fuch an Army headed by Alexander, 




by an Air of Goodnefs, Affability, and even Fa- 
miliarity, which, fo far from debafing the Majefly 
of a Prince, adds to the Refpeft which is paid him, 
fuch a Zeal and Tendernefs as is Proof again ft 
Things: After this, the next Thine he intentkd, 
was, to aftonifli his Enemies by bold Enter p ri wsj 
to terrify them- by Examples of Severity; and 
gain them by A6ts of Humanity and Clemency. 
He fucceeded wonderfully in all theie : The Caf- 
fage of the Gr aniens, folio w'd by a famous Vic- 
tory ; the two celebrated Sieges of Miletus and 
Halicarna(fus, Ihew'd Ajia a younjr Conqueror, 
who was JVIafter of every Branch of the military 
Science.^ The razing of the laft City to the very 
Foundations., fpread an univerfal Terror ; but the 
allowing all thofe the Enjoyment of their Liber- 
ties, and ancient Laws, who fubmitted cheerfully, 
made the World believe, the Conqueror had no 
other View than to make Nations happy ; and 
procure them an eafy and lafting Peace. 

His Impatience to bathe himfelf, when cover'd 
with Sweat, in the River Cydnus, might be look'd 
upon as a gay, juvenile Attion, unworthy of his 
Dignity ; '-but we muft not judge of it, from the 
Manners of the prefent Age. The Ancients, all 
whofe Exercifes had a Retrofpedt do W r, accuf- 
tom'd themfelves early to bathing and fwimming. 
'Tis well known, that, in Rome, the Sons of the 
Nobility, after having heated themfelves ir. the 
Campus Martius, with Running, Wreftling, and 
hurling the Javelin, us'd to plunge into the Tyber y 
which runs by that City- By thefe Exercifes, 
they enabled themfelves to pafs Rivers and Lakes 
in an Enemy's Country; for thofe are never 
crofs'd, but after painful Marches, and havin, 
been long expos'd to the Sun-Beams, which, wit 
theWeight or the Soldiers Arms, muft neceflarily 
throw them into a Sweat. Hence we may apolo- 
gize for Alexander's bathing himfelf in a River, 
which had like to have been fo fatal to him, efpe- 
cially, as he might not know the Waters or it 
were fo excellively cold. 

The two Battles of Jjfus and Arbcla, with the 
Siege of Tyre, one of the moft famous of Anti- 
quity, com pleated to prove, that Alexander pof- 
iefs'd all the Qualities which form the confummate 
General ; as Skill in making Choice of a Spot of 
Ground fit for Battle; fuch a Prefence of Mind in 
the Heat of A&ion, as is neccflary for the giving 
out proper Orders; a Courage and Bravery, which 
the moft evident Dangers only animated ; an im- 
petuous Aftivity, temper'd and conducted by fuch 
a prudent Refervcdnefs, as will not fuffer the Hero 
to be carry'd away by an indifcrcet Ardor ; laftly, 
fuch a Refolution and Conftancy, as is neither 
difconcerced by unforcfeen Obftacle9, nor difheart- 
ned by Difficulties, though fceming unfurmount- 
able, and which knows no other Bounds or Ifiue 

than Victory. 

Hiftorians have obferv'd a great Difference be- 
tween Alexander and his Father, in their Manner 
of making War: Stratagem, and even Knavery, 
were the prevailing Arts of Philip, who always 
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a£tcd fecretly, and in the dark ; but his Son pur- count. Every Man of a tall Stature, does not 

fu'd his Schemes with more Candor, and without fcruple to put himfelf upon a Level with the reft 

Difguife. The one endeavour'd to deceive his of Mankind, well knowing that he ftiall overtop 

Enemies by Addrefs, the other to fubdue them by them all. It is the Intereft of truly diminutive 

Force of Arms : The former difcover'd more Arc, Perfons only, not to vie in Stature with the Tall, 

the latter had a greater Soul. Philip did not look nor to appear in a Croud. 

upon any Methods, which give Conqueft, as ig- Alexander was dear to others, becaufe they were 

nominious; but -Alexander could never prevail fenfible he was beforehand with them in Affeclion. 

with himfelf to employ Treachery. He, indeed. This Circumftance made the Soldiers ftrongly de- 

endeavour'd to draw over the ableft of all the Ge- firous to pleafe him, and rir'd them with Intrepi- 

nerals of Darius } but then he employ'd honou- dity ; hence thev were always ready to execute 

rable Means. His Army marching near Memnon's all his Orders, though attended with the greateft 

Lands, he commanded his Soldiers, upon the fe- Difficulties and Dangers : This made them fub- 

vereft Penalties, not to make the leaft Havock in mic patiently to the heavier! Calamities, and 

them. His Defign, by this Conduct, was either threw them into the deepeft Affliction , when- 

to gain him over to his Side, or make the Per/tans ever they happen'd to give him any Room for 

fufpeft his Fidelity: Memnon alfo delighted in Difcontent. 

behaving with Generofity towards Alexander ; and In this Character that has been given of Alex- 
hearing a Soldier fpeak ill of that Prince : i" did ander, what was wanting to compleat his Glory ? 
not hire thee (fays that General, ftriking him with Military Virtue has been difplav'd in its utmoft 
his Javelin) to Jpeak injurioujly of that Trinee, but Splendor : Goodnefs, Clemency, Moderation, and 
to fight' againji him. Wifdom, have crown 'd, and added fuch a Luftre, 
The Circumftance which raifes Alexander above as greatly inhances its Value. Let us fuppofe, 
moil Conquerors, and, as it were, above himfelf, that Alexander, to fecure his Glory, and his Vic- 
is the Ufe he made of the Viftory after the Battle tories, flops fhort in his Career; that he himfelf 
of IJfus. This is the moft beautiful Incident in checks his Ambition, and raifes Darius to the 
his Life ; The Point of Sight in which it will be Throne, with the fame Hand that had difpoiTefs'd- 
for his Intereft to be confider'd ; and it is impof- him of it j makes AJta Minor, inhabited chiefly 
fible for him not to appear truly great in this by Greeks, free and independent of Terfia\ that 
View. By the Victory of Iffus, he had poflefs'd he declares himfelf Prote&or of all the Cities and 
himfelf, not only of the Perfon of Darius, but States of Greece, in no other View than to fecure 
alfo of his Empire. Not only Syfigamhis, that their Liberties, and the Enjoyment of their re- 
King's Mother, was his Captive ; but alfo hisWife fpe&ive Laws and Cuftoms ; that he afterwards 
and Daughters, Princefles, whofe Beauty was not returns to Macedon, and there, contented with the 
to be paralleled in all AJia. Alexander was in the lawful Bounds of his Empire, makes all his Glory 
Bloom of Life, a Conqueror, free, and not yet and Delight confift in rendring his People happy ; 
bound by the Hymeneal Bands, as an Author ob- in procuring it an Abundance of all Things 5 in 
ferves of the firit Scipio Africanus, on a like Oc- feeing the Laws put in Execution, and making 
cafion. Neverthelefs, his Camp was, to thofe Juftice toflourifhj iu caufing Virtue to be had in 
Princefles, a facredAfylum, or rather a Temple, Honour, and in endearing himfelf to his Subje&s: 
in which their Chaftity was fecur'd, as under the In fliort, that now become, by the Terror of his 
Guard of Virtue itfelf ; that Darius, in his expi- Arms, and much more fo by the Fame of his 
ring Moments, hearing the kind Treatment they Virtues, the Admiration of the whole World ; he 
had met with, could not forbear lifting up his fees himfelf, in fome meafure, the Arbiter of all 
dying Hands towards Heaven ; and wiftxSuccefs to Nations} and exercifes, over the Minds of Men, 
fo wife and generous a Conqueror, who govern'd fuch an Empire, as is infinitely more lafting and 
his Paflions lo abfolutely. honourable than that which is founded on Fear 
In the Enumeration of Alexander's good Quali- only: Supposing all this to have happened, Alex- 
ties, we muft not omit one, that is rarely found ander would have been as great, as glorious, and 
among the Great ; and which, neverthelefs, does as good a Prince, as ever blefs'd Mankind. 
Honour to human Nature, and makes Life happy : To the forming fo great a Character, a Greit- 
This is, his being inform'd with a Soul, that was nefs of Soul, ana a moft rcfin'd Tafte for true 
capable of a tender Friendfliip ; his Opennefs, Glory, are requir'd ; fuch as is fcldom met with 
Truth, Perfeverance and Humility in fo exalted a in Hiftory. Men feldom confider, that the Glory- 
Fortune, which generally confiders itfelf only 5 which attends the moft mining Conquefts, is 
makes its Grandeur confift in fubietting all Things greatly inferior to the Reputation of a Prince, who 
round it ; and is better pleas'd with fer vile Wretches, has defpis'd and trampled upon Ambition, and 
than with free, fincere Friends. check'd a Power that was boundlels : But Alex- 
Alexander endear'd himfelf to his Officers and ander was far from pofTefling thefe happy Quali- 
Soldiers ; indulg'd them in the greateft Famili- ties. His uninterrupted Felicity not being mix'd 
arity \ admittedthem to his Table, in his Exer- with adverfe Fortune, intoxicated, and chang'd 
cifea and Converfations ; was deeply troubled for him to fuch a Degree, that he no longer appear'd 
them, when involv'd in any Calamity; griev'd the fame Man ; and wc don't remember, that the 
for them when fick ; rejoie'd at their Recovery, Poifon of Profperity ever work'd fwifter, or more 
and flaar'd in whatever befel them. We have effectually depraved the Mind. 
Examples of this in Hephaftion y Ptolomy y Cra- For, Secondly, From the Siege of Tyre, which 
terus, and many others. A rrincc of real Merit, was foon after the Battle of ljfus, and in which 
does no Ways debafe his Dignity, by fuch a Fa- Alexander difplay'd all the Courage and Abilities 
miliarity and Condefcenfion ; but, on the contrary, of a great Warrior j wc fee the Virtues and noble 

is more belov'd and refpe&ed upon that very Ac- Qualities of this Prince degenerate, on a fudden, 

and 
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-and make Way for the greateft Vices and moft 
brutal Paffions. If we lomctimes, through the 
gloomy Excefs co which he abandons himfelf, per- 
ceive fome brighc Rays of Humanity, Gentlenefs, 
and Moderation, chefe are the Effects of a happy 
Difpofition, which, not being quite extinquilh'd 
by Vice, is not govern'd arbitrarily by it. 

Was ever Enterprize more filly and ridiculous, 
than chat of crofting the Tandy Defart of Libya \ 
of expofing his Army to" the Danger of perifhing 
with Thirft and Fatigue 5 of interrupting the Courfc 
of his Victories, and giving his Enemy Time to 
raife a new Army, merely for the Sake of march- 
ing fo far, in order to get himfelf nam'd the Son 
of Jupiter Amman ; and purchafc, at fo dear a 
Race, a Title, which could only render him con- 
temptible ? 

H'ow mean was it in Alexander, to omit always 
in his Letters, after che Defeat of Darius, the 
Greek Word which fignilies Health, except in thofe 
he wrote to Phoc ion, and Antipatcr f As though 
this Title, becaufc employ'd by other Men, could 
have degraded a King, who is oblig'd by his Of- 
fice to procure, at leaft to wifh, all his Subjects, 
the Enjoyment of the Felicity imply'd by that 
Word. 

Of all Vices, none is fo groveling, none fo un- 
worthy, not only of a Prince, but of a Man of 
Honour, as Drunkennefs; its bare Name is into- 
lerable, and ftrikes us with Horror. How infa- 




:ogether ; to prid 
coming other Men in Intemperance, and to endan- 
ger one's Life, in no other View, than to gain 
iuch a Victory ! Not to mention the enormous 
Actions which accompany thefe Caroufmgs, how 
greatly fliockiog is it Co hear the frantick Dif- 
courfes of a Soni who, being intoxicated- with the 
Fumes of Wine, Arrives afliduoufly to defame his 
Father, to fully his Glory ; and, loft to all Shame, 
prefers himfelf to him ? Drunkennefs is only the 
Occafion, not the Caufc, of thefe Excefles : It be- 
trays the Sentiments of the Heart, but does not 
fix them there. Alexander, puff'd up by his Vic- 
tories, greedy and infatiable of Praife, intoxicated 
with the mighty Idea he ehtertain'd of his own 
Merit, jealous of, and defpifing all Mankind ; has 
the Power, in his fober Moments, to conceal his 
Sentiments ; but no fooner is he intoxicated, than 
he fhews himfelf to be what he really is. 

What mail we fay of his barbarouily murdering 
an old Friend ; who, though indifcreet and raih, 
was yet his Friend ? Of the Death of the moft ho- 
neft Man in all the Court of that- Prince, whofc 
only Crime was his refuting to pay him divine 
Homage ? Of the Execution of two of his princi- 
pal Officers, who were condemn'd, though nothing 
could be prov'd againft them, and on the flighteft 
Sufpicions ? 

We pafs over a great many other Vices, which 
Alcxafider, according to moft Hiftorians, gave 
into, and which are not to be juftify'd. To (peak 
rf him, therefore, only as a Warrior, and a Con- 
queror ; Qualities in which he is generally con- 
fider'd, and which have eain'd him the Efteem.of 
all Ages and Nations ; all we have now to do is 
to examine, whether this Eftccm be fo well ground- 
ed as is generally fuppofed. 

We have already oofcrv'd, that, to the Battle 
Numh. XXXV. 



of JJJus, and the Siege of Tyre inclufively, it can- 
not be denied but that Alexander was a great War- 
rior and an illuftrious Chieftain. But yet we 
doubt very much, whether, during thefe firit Years 
of his Exploits, he ought to be confider'd in a 
more confpicuous Light than his Father ; whofe 
A£lipns, though not fo fhinning, are yet as much 
applauded by good Judges, and thofe of the mili- 
tary Profeflion. Philip, at his Accefficn to the 
Throne, found all Things un fettled : He himfelf 
was obliged to lay the Foundations of his own 
Fortune, and was not indulged the leaft foreign 
Affiftance. He raifed himfelf to the Power and 
Grandeur to which he afterwards attain'd : He was 
obliged to train up, not only his Soldiers, but his 
Officers ; to inftrudl them in all the military iixer- 
cifes ; to inure them to the Fatigues of War 5 and, 
to his Care and Abilities, Macedonia ow^d the Rife 
of the celebrated Phalanx, that is, the beft Troops 
the World had then ever feen, and to which Alex- 
ander ow'd all his Conquefts. How many Obiiaclcs 
ftood in the Way of Philip, before he could pof- 
fefs himfelf of the Power, which Athens, Sparta, 
and Thebes had fucceflively exerci fed over Greece ! 
The Greeks, who were the braveft and molt faga- 
cious People of the Univerfe, would not acknow- 
ledge him for their Chief, till he won that Title 
by wading through Seas of Blood, and by gaining 
numberlels Conquefts over them. Thus we fee, 
that the Way was prepar'd for Alexander to execute 
the great Defign, the Plan whereof, and the moft 
excellent Inftru&ions relating thereto, had been 
laid down to him by his Father : Now, will it noc 
appear a much eafier Task, to fubdue Afia with 
Grecian Armies, than to fubjeft the Greeks, who 
had fo often triumph'd over AJia ! 

But, without carrying farther the Parallel of 
Alexander with Philip, which all, who do not 
confider Heroes according to the Number of Pro- 
vinces they have conquer'd, buc by the intrinfick 
Value of their Actions, rriuft pronounce in Favour 
of the Latter : What Judgment are we to form of 
Alexander, after his Triumph over Darius ; and, 
is it poffible to propofe him, during the latter Part 
of his Life, as a Pattern worthy the Imitation of 
thofe who afpire to the Character of great Soldiers 
and illuftrious Conquerors ? 

In this Enquiry, we fliall begin with that which 
is unanimoufly agreed by all the Writers on this 
Subject, to be the Foundation of a folid Glory of 
a Hero; we mean, the Juftice of the War in 
which he engages, without which he is not a Con- 
queror and a Hero, but an Ufurper and a Robber. 
Alexander, in making Ajla the Seat of War, and 
turning his Arms againft Darius, had a plaufible 
Pretence for it ; becaufc the Ter/ians had been in 
all Ages, and were at that Time, profefs'd Ene- 
mies to the Greeks, over whom he had been ap- 
pointed GcncralifTimo, and whofe Injuries he there- 
fore might think himfelf juftly entitled to revenge. 
But then, what Right had Alexander over a num- 
berlefs Multitude of People, who did not know 
even the Name of Greece, and had never done him 
the leaft Injury ? The Scythian Embatfador fpokc 
very judicioufly, when he addrefs'd him in thefe 
Words : What have we to do with thee ? IV e ncxer 
once Jet our Feet in thy Country. Are not thofe 
who live in Woods, allowed to be ignorant of' thee m 
and the Place from whence thou came ? Thou boqjiejl 
that the only Dejign of thy marching, is. to extirpate 

7 B Robbers : 



$58 



The BISTORT of 



Robbers: Thou thyfclf art the great eft Robber in 
the /for/ J. This is the exatt Character of Alex- 
ander, from which nothing ought to be retracted. 

A Pirate fpake to him co the fame Effect, and 
in ftronger Terms: Alexander ask'd him, what 
Right he had ro infeft the Seas ? The fame thouhafi, 
(reply'd the Pirate, with a proud Liberty) to in- 
jejl the Unfair fe : But becaujc I do this in a fmall 
Ship, I am called a Robber 5 and becaufe thou a clef I 
the fame Part with a great Fleet, thou art entitled 
Conqueror. This was a witty and julr. Anfwcr, 
fays St. Aujlin, who has preferv'd this little Frag- 
ment of Cice'ro. 

If therefore it ought to be laid down as a Maxim, 
and no reafonable Man can doubt of its being fo, 
that every War undertaken merely in an ambitious 
View, is unjuft ; and that the Prince, who begins 
it, is guilt}* of ail the fad Confequences, and all 
the Blood flied on that Occafion ; what Idea ought 
we to form of the laft Conquefts of Alexander ? 
Was ever Ambition more extravagant, or rather, 
more furious, than chat of this Prince ? Come from 
a little Spot of Ground 5 and forgetting the nar- 
row Limits of his paternal Dominions, after he has 
far extended his Conquefts ; has fubdued, not only 
the Per flans, but alfo the Bafiria?is and Indians ; 
has alfo added Kingdom to Kingdom: After all 
this, he yet thinks himfelf pent up j and determin'd 
to force, if poflibJe, the Barriers of Nature; he 
endeavours to dilcover a new World, and does not 

fcruple to facrifice Millions of Men to his Ambi- 
tion or Curiofity. 'Tis faid that Alexander, upon 
Anaxarckus the Philolopher's telling him, that 
there were a numberlels Multitude of Worlds, 
wept, to think that it would be impoflible for him 
to conquer them all, fince he had not yet conquer'd 
one, is it wrong in Seneca, to compare thele pre- 
tended Heroes, who have gain'd Renown no other- 
wife than by the Ruin of Nations, to a Conilag- 
lation and a Flood, which lay wafte and deftroy 
all Things ; or to \?ild Beafts, who live merely 
by BJood and Slaughter ? 

But, leaving this h"rft Confederation, which re- 
prefent Conquerors to us, as fo many Scourges 
lent by the Wrath of Heaven into the World, to 
punifh the Sins of it; Jet us proceed to examine 
the laft ConqueflSj abftraftedly in zhemfelves, of 
Alexander ; in order to fee what Judgment we are 
to form of them. 

It muft be confcf&'d, that the Actions of this 
Prince diffufc a Splendor, that dazzles and afto- 
nilhes the Imagination, which is ever fond of the 
Great and Marvellous. His cnchufiaiHck Courage 
raifes and tranfports all who read his Hiftory ; as 
he himfelf was tranfported. But ought we to give 
the Name of Bravery and Valour, to a Boldne/s 
that is equally blind, rafh, and impetuous ; a Bold- 
nefs that is unconfin'd by Laws ; will never liften 
to the Voice of Rcafon, and has no other Guide 
than a fcnfelefs Ardor of falfe Glory, and a wild 
J>efire of diiiinguhhing itfelf, be the Methods ever 
fo unlawful? This Character fuits only a military 
Robber, who has no Attendants j whofcLife only 
is expo fed ; and who, for that Reafon, maybe 
employ 'd in fome delperatc A6\ion : But 'tis far 
o: her wife with regard to a King, for he owes his 
Life to all his Army, and his whole Kingdom. If 
we except fome very rare Occafions, on which a 
Prince is obliged to venture his Pcrfon, and /hare 
the 0x1)%*^' with his Troops, in order to preferve 



them; he ought to call to Mind, that there is a 
great Difference between a General and a private 
Soldier. True Valour is not defirous of difplaying 
itfelf j is no-ways anxious about its own Reputa - 
tion, but bends its whole Care ro the faring of the* 
Army. It fleers equally between a fearful Wif- 
dom, that forefecs and dreads all Difficulties 5 and 
a brutal Ardour, which fpontaneoufly fearches for, 
and runs into Dangers of every kind. In a Word, 
to form an accompli fli'd General, Prudence mull: 
foften and direct the ftubborn VVildnefs of Valour 5 
as this latter muft animate, and warm, the cold 
Dilatorinefs of Prudence. 

Do any of thefe Characleri flicks fuit Alexander ? 
When we pcrufe Hiftory, and follow him to Sieges 
and Battles, we are perpetually alarm 'd for his 
Safety, and that of his Army 5 and conclude, every 
Moment, that they arc upon the Point of being 
dettroy'd. Here, we fee a rapid Flood, which is 
going to drag in, and fwallow up, this Conqueror ; 
there, we behold a ftcepRock, up which he climbs, 
and perceives round him Soldiers* either transfix'd 
by the Enemy's Darts 5 or thrown headlong, by 
huge Stones, into Precipices. We tremble, when 
in a Battle, we perceive the Ax juft ready to cleave 
his Head j and much more, when we find him 
alone, in a Fortrefs, whither his Rafhnefs had 
drawn him, expofed to all the Javelins of the E- 
nemy. Alexander was ever perfuaded, that Mi 
racles would be wrought in his Favour, than whicA 
nothing could be more unreafonable, as Plutarc h 
obfervesj for Miracles do not always happen; 
and the Gods, at laft, are weary of guiding and 

preferring ralh Mortals, who abufe the Ailiftance 
they indulge them. 

However, Plutarch, in a Treatife where he 
writes the Panagyrick of Alexander, and reprefents 
him as an accompliflTd Hero, gives along Detail 
of the feveral Wounds he has received in every Pare 
of his Body ; and prerends, that the only Defign 
of Fortune, in thus piercing him with Wounds* 
was to make his Courage more confpicuous. A 
renown 'd Warrior, whofe Eiogium Plutarch has 
drawn, in another Part of his Writings, did not 
judge in this Manner: Some Perfons applauding 
him for a Wound he had receiv'd in Battle, the 
General himfelf declar'd, that 'twas a Fault which 
could be excufed only in a young Man, and jurtly 
deferv'd Cenfure. It has been obferved in Han- 
nibaH Praife, and we have taken Notice of it 
el few he re, that he was but once wounded in all his 
Battles: We cannot fay, whether Cafar ever was. 

The laft Obferyation, which relates in general 
to all the Expeditions of Alexander in A/fa, muft 
ncceflarily leflen very much the Merit of his Vic- 
tories, and the Splendor of his Reputation ; and 
this is, the Genius and Character of the Nations 
againft whom he fought. Lfay, in a Digrcflion, 
where he enquires what would have been the Fate 
of the Arms of Alexander, in cafe he had turn'd 
them towards Italy ; and where he fliews that Rome 
would certainly have checked his Conquefts, infitts 
firongly on this Point. He oppofes to this Prince, 
in the Article of Courage, a great Number of il- 
luflrious Romans, who would have refitted him on 
all Occafions; and, in the Article of Prudence, 
that auguft Senate, which Cpieas, to give a more 
noble Idea of it to Pyrrhus his Sovereign, faid, 
was compoa'd of fo many Kings. Had he marched, 
(fays Livy) again jl the Romans, he would foon have 
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found, the* vj.r no longer wan hig againjl a Darius, tally unskilled in War) again ft whom he fought ; 
who, t>!,umbct\l with Gold and Purple, the vain do not thefc weaken th e Rea Ions, i'oc which he id 
Equipage of his Grandeur \ and dragging after thought to have merited the Sirname of Great, 
him a Multitude of Women and Eunuchs, came as and the Title of Hero ? This however, we ieave 
a Prey j rather than as a?i Enemy: And that A- to che Prudence and Equity of our Readers : As to 
lexandcr conquered without /bedding much Bloody ourfelves, we arc furpnz'd Co find that all Orators,, 
and zuithout wanting any other Merit \ than that who applaud a Prince, never fail to compare him 
of daring to dcfpife zvhat was really contempt /- to Alexander : They fancy, th i c when he is once 
ble. He would have found Italy very different from ccjuall'd to this King, 'tis iropoliible for Panegy- 
India, through which he march'd in a riotous Man- rick to foar higher: They cannot image to them- 
ner 3 his Army quite Jlupify\l with fVine ; part icu- felves any Thing more auguft j and think they 
larly when he Jhould have feen the Forejis of Ana- have omitted the Stroke which finifhes the Glorv 
lia, the Mountains of Lucania, and the Jlill re- of a Hero, fliould they noc exalt him by this Com - 
cent Footftcps of the Defeat of Alexander his parifbn. In our Opinion, this argues a falfe Tafle, 
Uncle, King of Epirus, who there Iqjl his Life, a wrong Turn of Thinking 5 and, if we mighc be 
The Hiftorian adds, that he fpeaks or Alexander, allow'd to fay it, a Wane of Judgment, which 
not yet deprav'd and corrupted by Profperity, muft naturally Ihock a reafonablo Mind. For, as 
whofe fubtle Poifon work'd as ftrongly upon him, Alexander was inverted wich the regal Character 
as upon any Man that ever liv'd \ and he concludes, he ought to have fulfill 'd the fevcral Duties of it : 
that being thus transform *d, he would have ap- We don't find that he was endued with the fir It, 
pear'd very different in Italy, from what he had the moft effential and moll excellent Virtues of a 
feerrfd hitherto. great Prince ; which are, to be the Father, the 

Thefc Reflections of Livy fhew, chat Alexander Guardian, and Shepherd of his People ; to govern 
partly ow'd his Victories to the Weaknefs of his them by good Laws ; co make their Trade rlourilh, 
Enemies; and that had he met with Nations, as to encourage and protect Arts and Sciences j to 
courageous, and as well inur'd to all the Hardfhips fecure Peace and Plenty, and not fufFer his Subjects 
of "War, as the Romans; and commanded by as to be in any Manner aggrieved or injur'd; Co main- 
able, experienced Generals as thofe of chat Repub- Cain an agreeable Harmony between the feveral 
lick j that then, his Victories would not have been Orders of the State, and make chem concure, in a 
either fo rapid, or fo uninterrupted : Neverthe- due Proportion, to the publick Welfare ; to em- 
lefs, 'tis from hence we are to judge of the Merits ploy himfelf in doing Juftice to all his Subjects, 
of a Conqueror. Hannibal, and Scipio are look'd to hear their Difputes, and reconcile chem 5 to con- 
upon as two of the greater!: Generals chat ever fider himfelf as the Father of his People, confe- 
liv*d ; and for this Reafon : Both of chem not only cjuently, as oblig'd to provide for all their Necef- 
underftood perfectly the military Science, but their /iries, and to procure them the feveral Enjoyments 
Experience, their Abilities, their Refolution and of Life. Now Alexander, who aimoft a Moment 
Courage, were put to the Trial, and fet in the after he afcended the Throne, left Macedonia, and 
ftrongeft Light. Now, Ihould we give to either never rcturn'd back into it, did noc endeavour ac 
of chem, an unequal Antagonift ; one whofe Ro any of chefe Things; which yet are che chief, and 
putation is not anfwerable Co theirs, we flzall no moft fubftantial Parts of the kingly Office, 
longer have the fame Idea of them ; and their He feems porTefs'd of fuch Qualities only as are 
Victories, though fuppofed alike, appear no longer of the fecond Rank; we mean thofc of War, and 
with the fame Luftre, nor deferve v\e fame Ap- thefc arc all fore'd ; carry'd to the rafheft and moft 
plaufe. odious Excefs-, and to the Extremes of Folly and 

Mankind are but too apt to be dazzled by (bin- Fury ; and at the fame Time left his Kingdom, 
ning Actions ; a pompous Outfide ; and blindly a Prey to the Rapine and Exactions of Antipatcr ; 
abandon themfelves to Prejudices of every kind, and abandon'd all the conquer 'd Provinces to the 
It cannot be denied but that Alexander was endued infatiable Avarice of the Governors;, who carry'd 
with very great Qualities ; buc if we throw into cheir Oppreffion fo far, chat Alexander was fo re'd 
the other Scale, his Errors and Vices; the pre- to put them to Death. Nor do his Soldiers appear 
fumptuous Idea he enrertain'd of his Merit; che in a more advantageous Light; for chefe, after 
high Contempt he had for other Men, not except- having plunder'd the Wealth of che Eqft, and after 
ing his own Father ; his eager Thirft of Praifcand the Prince had given chem che higheft Marks of 
Flatcery ; his ridiculous Notion of fancying him- his Beneficence ; grew fo licentious, fuch greac 
fe!f the Son of Jupiter, of afcribing Divinity to Debauchees, fo imerfedin Vices of every kind, that 
himfelf j of requiring a free, victorious People, to he was forced to pay their Debts, amounting to 
pay him a fcrvile Homage, and proftrate them- thirty Millions. WhaC ftrangc Men were chefe ? 
felves ignominiouflv before him; his abandoning how deprav'd cheir School/ how pernicious the 
himfelf fo fharnefuily to Wine 5 his ungovern'd Fruit ot cheir Victories/ Is it adding a Luiirc to 
Anger, which rifca to a brutal Ferocity j che un- his Panegyric k, to view him in fuch a Lighc? 
jiilt and barbarous Execution of his braveft and The Romans, indeed, fccm co have held che Mc- 
moft faithful Officers, and the Murder of his moft mory of Alexander in greac Veneration ; but we 
worthy Friends, in the Midfl: of Fcafts and Carou- very much Queftion, whether, in the virtuous 
ztih : Can any one, fays Livy, believe, that all Ages of the Commonwealth, he would have been 
chefe Imperfections do not greatly tarnifh the Rc« look'd upon as fo greac Man. Cafar, feeing his 
putation of a Conqueror? But the frantick Ambi- Statue, in a Temple in Spain, during his Govern- 
rion of Alexander, which knows neither Law nor rnencofic, alter his Practorfliip, could noc forbear 
Limits; the ralh Fntrcpidity with which he braves h'ghing, when he compar'd the fovv glorious Acti- 
D.mgeru, without the lea It Reafon or Ncccfiity j ons atchiev'd by himfelf, to the mighty Exploits 
che VVcakncfs and Ignorance of the Nationo (to- of this Conqueror. 'Twas /aid, that Pompey, in 
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one of his Triumphs, appcar'd drcfrd in that 
Kiru\< Surtout : Augujhis pnrdon'd the Alexandri- 
ans, lor the Sake of their Fotfnder : Caligula, in a 



_eremony, in which he alTum'd the Character of 
a mighty Conqueror, wore the Coat of Mail ot 
Alexander, hut no one carry'd his Veneration for 
this Monarch fo far as Caracalla : He u fed the 
fame kind of Arms and Caps as that Prince ; he 
had a Macedonian Phalanx in his Army; he per- 
fected the Peripatetic ks, and would have burnt 
all the Books of Arijlotlc their Founder* becau/e he 
was fufpeclcd of confpiring with thofe who poifon'd 
Alexander. 

We believe, we may juftly aflert, that if an im- 
partial Perfon, of aocd Senfe, reads Plutaicfrs 
Lives of illuftrious iYlen, fuch a deep Impreifion 
will be left upon his Mind, as will make him con- 
fidcr Alexander as one of the lea ft valuable among 
them. But how ftrong would the Contrail be 
found, had we the Lives of Epaminondas, of Han- 
xiba! and Scipic, the Lofs of which can never be 
coo much regretted J How little would Alexander 
aDcear, though cmblazon'd with all his Titles, and 
fur rounded by all his Conqucfts, even if confider'd 
i:i a military Light, when compared to thofe He- 
joes who were Truly great, and worthy their ex- 
alted Reputation. 1 

Our Readers, we hope, will not be difpleafed 
with our inferring here, Part of the admirable Re- 
hVaions of the celebrated Bifliop of Mcaux, on 
the Character and Government of the Pcrfians, 
Gt eds, and Macedonians, whofe Hiftory we have 
been writing. 

The Greek Nations, feveral of whom had at firft 
lived under a monarchical Form of Government, 
having lrudied the Arts of civil Polity, imagin'd 
they were able to govern chemfelvcs, and moft of 
their Cities eftablinVd themfclves as Common 
wealths: But the wife Leg ifla tors, who arofe in 
every Country, zs^Tcales, Pythagoras, Pittacus, 
L\curgus ) Solon, and many others mcntion'd in 
Hiftory, prevented Liberty from degenerating in- 
to Liccntioufnefs. Laws drawn up with great Sim- 
plicity, and few in Number, aw'd the People, 
kept them to their Duty, and made them all con- 
cur to the general Good of their Country. 

The Idea of Liberty which fuch a Con duel: in- 
fpir'd, was wonderful : For the Liberty, of which 
the Greeks had form'd an Idea within themfelves, 
was fubjecT: to the Law, that is, to Reafon itfelf ; 
and acknowledg'd as fuch by the whole Nation. 
They would not let Men rife to Power among 
them, without Defert ; Magiftrates, who were 
fear'd during their Office, became afterwards pri- 
vate Men ; and had no Authority but what their 
Experience gave them. The Law was look'd upon 
as their Queen ; 'twas ftie appointed Magiftrates, 
prefcrib'd the Limits of their Power, and puniftVd 
their Male-Adminiftration. _ The Advantage of 
this Government was, the Citizens bore fo much 
the greater Love to their Country, as all fliar'd in 
theCiovernmcnt of it ; and as every Individual had 
an Opportunity, of attaining the chief Honours 

of it. 

The Advantage which accrued to Greece from 
Philofophy, with Regard to the Prcfervation of its 
Form of Government, is incredible. The greater 
Freedom thefe Nations enjoy \\, the greater Necef- 
lity there was to fettle the Laws relating to Man- 
ners, and thofe of Society, agreeable to Reafon 



and good Scnfe : From Pythagoras, Thales, Anaxa- 
goras } Socrates, Archytas, Plato, XcnophoU* Aci- 
Jlotle, and a Multitude more, the Greeks tecQiv' > d 
their noble Precepts. 

But why Ihould we mention Philofophers only? 
The Writings even of the Poets, which were in 
the Hands of every Body, diverted them very much, 
but inftrutled them ftill more. The moft re- 
nown'd of Conquerors, look'd upon Homer as a 
Mafter, who taught him to govern wifely: This 
great Poet, inftru&ed People, no lefs happily, in 
Obedience, and form'd as many virtuous bubjecb 
as Princes. 

When the Greeks, thus educated, view'd the 
Delicacy of the A/iaticks ; their Drefs and Beauty, 
emulating that of Women, rhey held them in the 
utmoft Contempt. But their Form of Govern- 
ment, that had no other Rule than their Prince's 
Will, which was above all Laws, not excepting 
the moft facred, infpir'd them with Horror ; and 
the Barbarians were the molt fhocking Objedt that 
Greece had. 

The Greeks had imbib'd this Hatred in the moft 
early Times, info much that it was become a 1 moft 
natural to them : A Circumftance which made 
thofe Nations delight fo much in Homer's Poems, 
was, his celebrating the Advantages and Victories 
of Greece over Alia. On the Side of Afta was Pcnus , 
that is to fay, Pleafures, the filly, idle, little Loves, 
and Effeminacy : On that of Grew, was Juno, or 
in other Words, Gravity join 'd to conjugal Affec- 
tion, Mercury or Eloquence, and Jupiter or wife 
Policy. With the Ajiaticks was Mars, an impe- 
tuous and brutal Deity, that is to'fay, War car- 
ry'-d on with Fury :' With the Greeks was Pallas, 
or, in other Words, the Science of War and 
Courage, directed by good Senfe. The Grecians? 
from that Time, had ever imagin'd, chat Under- 
ftanding, and true Bravery, were natural, as well 
as peculiar to them : They could not bear the 
Thoughts of the Afiaticks aiming to conquer them j 
and in bowing to their Yoke, they would have 
thought they had fubjc&ed Virtue to Pleafure ; 
the Mind to the Body , and true Courage to fran- 
tick Strength, which confifted merely in Num- 
bers. 

The Greeks were ftrongly infpir'd with thefe 
Sentiments, when Darins, Son of Hyftafpes, and 
Xerxes invaded them, with Armies fo prodigioufly 
numerous, as paffes all Belief i and the Pcrfians 
found often, to their Coft, the great Advantage 
which Difciplinc has over Multitude and Confu- 
fion i and how greatly fuperior, Courage, when 
conducted by Arr, is to a blind Impetuofity. 

Pcrfta, after having been fo often fo often con- 
qucr'd by the Greeks, had nothing to do but to 
low Divifions among themj and the Height to 
which Conqueft had rais'd the latter, made this 
Enterprise eafy. .As Fear held them in the Bands 
of Union, Victory and Security diflblv'd it : Hav- 
ing always been ufed to fig! 
no fooner belie v'd that the P 
could not annoy them, but they turn'd their Arms 
againft themfelves. 

Among the feveral Republicks of which Greece 
was compos'd, Athens and Laced am on were un- 
doubtedly the Chief: Thefe two great Common- 
wealths, whofe Manners and Conduct were directly 
opposite, perplex 'd and incommoded one another, 
in the common Defign they had of fubjccling all 
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Grace; fo that they were eternally at "Variance ; if we oppofe the Genius of Darius, fo the pene- 
and this more from a Contrariety of Interefts, trating, lublime oile of Alexander j the Valour of 
than an Oppoficion of Tempers and Difpofki- the former, to the mighty, invincible Courage 
0:1s. (which Obltacles animated) of the litter 5 with 

The Grecian Cities would not fubjeft themfelves that boundlefs Defirc of Alexander, to fpread per- 
to either: For befides that, every one of themde- petually his Fame and Reputation, where he was 
iir'd to live free and independent, they Were not intimately perfuaded, that all Things ought to 
pleas'd with the Government of either of thofe bow the Neck to him, as being form'd by t-rovi- 
two Common -Wealths. We have fliewn, in the dence fuperior to the reft of Mortals; a Confidence 
Courfc of this Hiftory, that the P eliponnefian, and with which he infpir'd, not only his Generals, 
other Wars, were either owing to, or maintained but the meanell of his Soldiers 5 who, by this 
by, the reciprocal Jealoufy of JLacedamon and A- Means, were raised above Difficulties, and even 
tbens. But, at the fame Time that this Jealoufy above themfel ves. Hence it is eafy for the Reader 
difturb'd Greece, it fupported that whole Country, to judge, which of the Monarchs was to be vi&o- 
in fome mcafure ; and kept it from being depen- rious. 

dent on either of thofe Republicks. If, to thefe Confederations wc add the Advan- 

The Perjians foon obferv'd this State and Con- tages which the Greeks and Macedonians had over 
dition of Greece ; after which, the whole Secret their Enemies, it muft be confe&'d, it was impof- 
of their Politicks was, to keep up thefe Jealoufies, fible for the Per/tan Empire to fubfift any longer, 
and foment thefe Divifions. Lacedamon, being when invaded by fo great a Hero, and by lach 
the moft ambitious, was the firft that made them invincible Armies. By this we difcover, at one 
engage in the Grecian Quarrels : The Perjians took and the fame Time, the Circumftances which ruin'd 
Part in them, with the View of fubje&ing the the Empire of the Perjians* and rais'd that of A- 
whole Nation 5 and afliduous to make the Greeks lexander, 

weaken one another, they only waited for the fa- To fmooth his Way to Victory, the Perjians 
vourable Inftant, to crufh them all together. After happen'd to lofe the only General who was able to 
this, the Cities of Greece confider'd, in their Wars, make Head againft the Greeks , and this was Mem- 
none but the King of Perfia- y whom they call'd non of Rhodes. As long as Alexander fought againft 
the Great King, or the King, by Way of EJmi- this illuftrious Warrior, he might glory in hav- 
nence, as though they already thought themfelves ing vanquifli'd an Enemy worthy of himfelf: But 
his Subje&s. However, as Greece was upon the in the very Infancy of a Di verfion, which began 
Brink of Slavery, and ready to fall into the already to divide Greece, Metnnon dy'd after which 
Hands of the Barbarians, it was impoflible for the Alexander obliged all Things to fall proftrate be- 
Genius, the ancient Spirit of the Country, not to fore him. 

rouze on this Occafion. Agefilaus, King of Lace- This Prince made his Entrance into Babylon, 
damon, made the Per/Fans tremble in Ajta Minor, with a Splendor and Magnificence, the like of 
and fhew'd that they might be humbled: Their which had never been feen ; and, after having re- 
AVeaknefs was ftill more evident, by the glorious veng'd Greece; after fubduing, with incredible 
Retreat of the Ten Thtufand Greeks, who had fol- Swiftnefs, all the Nations fubjeft to Perjta \ to fe- 
low'd the younger Cyrus. 'Twas then all Greece cure his new Empire on every Side^ or rather, 
faw, more plainly than ever, that it poflefs'd an to fatiate his Ambition, and render his Name 
invincible Body of Soldiery, which was able to more famous than that of Bacchus, he march'd 
fubdue all Nations ; and, that nothing but its into India, and there extended his Conquefts far- 
Feuds and Divifions could fubjedk it to an Enemy, ther than that celebrated Conqueror had done. But 
who was too weak to refift it when united. the Monarch, whofe impetuou* Career, neither 

Philip of Macedon, a * Prince, whofe Abilities Defarts, Rivers, nor Mountains could flop, wai 
were equal to his Valour, took fo great Advantage oblig'd to yield to the Murmurs of his Soldiers, 
of the Divifions which reign'd between the various who call'd aloud for Eafe and Repofc. 
Cities and Common -Wealths, that though his Alexander return'd to Babylon, dreaded and re- 
Kingdom was but fmall, yet, as it was united, fpe&ed, not as a Conqueror, but a God. Never- 
and his Power abfolute ; he, at laft, partly by thelefs, the formidable Empire he had gain'd, 
Arcifice, and partly by Strength, rofe to greater lafted no longer than his Life, which was but fhort. 
Power than any of the Grecian States; and oblig'd At Thirty-three Years of Age, in the midft of the 
them all to march under his Standard againft the grandeft Defigns that ever Man form'd, and Hufh'd 
common Enemy. During thefe Tranfattions, Phi- with the furcft Hopes of Succefs, he dy'd, before 
Hp loft his Life, and Ahxandcr y his Son, fucceeded he had Leifure to fettle his Affairs on a folid 
to his Kingdom, and to the Defigns he had pro- Foundation ; leaving behind him a weak Bro- 
jecred. _ • ther, and Children very youngj, who were all 

The Macedonians, at his Acccflion, were not incapable of fupporting the Weight of fo much 
only well difeiplin'd, and inur'd to Toils, but Royalty. 

triumphant ; and become, by fo many Succcfles, But the Circumftance, which prov'd moft fatal 
almolr as much fuperior to the other Greeks in to his Family, and his Empire, was, his having 
Valour, and in Discipline, as the Reft of the taught the Generals, who furviv'd him, to breathe* 
Greeks were fuperior to the Perfians, and to fuch nothing but Ambition and War: He forcfaw the 
Narions as refembled them. prodigious Lengths they would go, after his Death. 

Darius, who reign'd over Perjia y in Alexander'** To curb their ambitious Views, and for Fear 
Time, was a jutt, brave, and generous Prince ; of miftaking in his Conjectures, he did not dare 
was bclov'd by his Subjects, and wanted neither to name his Succeflbr, or the Guardian to hi* 
^ooil Senfe, nor the Vigour, roquifite for the Ex- Children: He only foretold, his Friends would 
edition of his Defigns : But, if we compare them j folcmnivsc his Obfequies with bloody Battles ; and 
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he cfpir'd in the Flower of his Age, difturb'd 
with the melancholy Images of the Confufion which 
would follow his Death. 

And indeed, Maccdon, the Kingdom he inherit* 
ed, which his Aceftors had governed, during fo 
many Ages, was i. vaded on all Sides, as a Succef- 
fion that was become vacant; and, after being ex- 
pos'd a Prey, was, at laft, poflefs'd by another 
Family : Thus this great Conqueror, the moft: re- 
nown'd the World ever faw, was the laft King of 
his Family. Had he liv'd peaceably in Macedon, 
the vaft Bounds of his Empire Would not have 
prov'd a Temptation to his Generals; and he would 
have left co his Children the Kingdom he inherited 
from his Anceftors : But, rifing to too exalted an 
Height of Power, he prov'd the Deftruc~Hon of 
• his Pofterity; and fuch was the glorious Fruit of 
fo .many Conquefts. 

To a fu perncial Reader, who runs over Books, 
only for Amufement, this Hiftory of Alexander^ 
perhaps, may convey no nfeful Inftruction ; pay, 
in all Probability, fuch a One will not think it lb 
entertaining as Pharamond, or any other Work of 
the fame Nature : To fuch Perfons, the Romance 
of Art amines * or the Grand Cyrils, is preferrable 
ro Xcnopkon^ authentick Hiftory of that famous 
Conqueror ; we Ihall leave them, therefore, as in- 
corrigible, .to their vitious Tafte ; and direct our 
Difcourfe to Readers of another Stamp, who ftudy 
Hiftory, for the Improvement of their Minds, and 
Underftandings Such Pcrfons will find, in the 
foregoing Sheers, fufficient Matter for many ex- 
cellent moral Reflexions; in Effect, they afford 
admirable Leffons, for Readers of almoft all Sta- 
tions. 

To Sovereign-Princes, they may ferve as an 
ufeful Leffon, not to be dazzled with the falfe 
Glory of being fty I'd Conquerors of the Earth; 
or rather (to give them their true Name) Rava- 
gers of the World, and Scourges of Mankind : For, 
where is the Monarch, who can ever hope, to come 
in Competition with Alexander, in thisRefpeft? 
And yet, what real Advantage, did either that 
Prince himfelf, his Family, or hifi Kingdom, reap 
from thence ? He was himfelf either poifon'd, or, 
which is worfe, and more fcandalous, dy'd drunk 
in a Debauch : His Family all came to violent 
Ends, not one excepted ; and fome with the moft 
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Clocking Lircumftances : And his Kingdom "was 
left defolate, and a Prey to the firft Invader. This 
alone, One would think, fhould be enough to for- 
feit any One of Ambition : But, when *ve come 
to view him in another Light, and think what he 
had to anfwer, for thofe Seas of Blood . he £hed> 
how terrible the Scene ? 

To Minifters of State, Courtiers, and GeneraL-, 
they afford this ufeful Leffon, that there is no De- 
pendance on any Monarch, who docs not make 
Virtue the Rule of all his Actions. If Services 
had been of any Weight, or Friendihip, or Gra- 
titude* Par memo } and Philotas* to whom Alexan- 
der, in a great Meafure* ow'd all his Succefs, had 
never been condemned, on the flighted Suspicions > 
nor CHtus (to whom he ow'd his Life) rnurther\J> 
for a rafti Word, in a drunken Quarrel ; nor An- 
tipater redue'd to the Neceflity, of faving his own 
Life, at the Expence of his Sovereign's. 

To fuch Perfons, who ought to be the Guardi- 
ans of Religion, the Death of Califtbenes (whofe 
only Crime was, his refufing to pay thofe Honours 
to Alexander, \vhich were due only to a Divine 
Being) may ferve as a Warning, that a Court is 
not their proper Sphere; and that no-body mud 
expect to maintain himfelf long in Favour there* 
but at the Expence of his Honefty. 

To all Privy- Counceliors, they may ferve as a 
Memento* thas, if ever they advife their Prince to 
any Thing contrary to Honour, and Probity, for 
the Sake of any private Advantage, they may, at 
laft, happen to fall, themfelves, a Sacrifice, to 
the fame pernicious Maxims ; and chat there is no 
Happinefs laiting, but what is founded upon Vir- 
tue. 

In fhort, to Perfons in any Station whatever], 
they afford this ufeful Caution, not to be too much 
puff'd up, and forget themfelves in Profperityj 
fince Infolence, and an Oblivion of what they were 
formerly, in People (when rais'd fuddenly to an 
exalted Rank, even beyond their utrrioft Hopes) 
is generally the Fore-runner, of a moft fudden and 
ftocking Downfal > Providence fo ordering it> 
that they fhould be deaf to all good Counfel,- and 
blinded, and infatuated to their own Ruin : This 
Philotas wofully experienced ; as did, afterwards* 
Alexander himfelf, to his Deftruftion. 
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